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LISHA  DYER,  former  governor 
I of  Rhode  Island  and  ex-mayor  of 
I Providence,  who  died  suddenly 
' Nov.  29,  1906,  was,  by  virtue  of 
» his  own  achievements,  one  of  the 
I foremost  citizens  of  the  State.  In 
[ the  light  of  the  lives  of  those  of 
' the  name  who  preceded  him,  his 
work  was  the  fuel  necessary 
to  keep  alive  the  fires  of  public  spirit  and  patriotism 
and  pride,  kindled  generations  ago.  Thus  he  was 
a typical  member  of  a family  which,  from  the 
very  earliest  history  of  Rhode  Island,  has  been 
prominently  and  continuously  identified  with  social 
and  public  life,  presenting  some  of  the  highest  types 
of  citizenship  revealed  by  its  history.  The  family 
record  in  America  dates  back  to  the  early  days  of 
civilization  on  New  World  shores. 

(I)  William  Dyer  and  his  wife  Mary,  from 
London,  England,  came  to  Boston  in  1635.  They 
were  disfranchised  for  supporting  Quakerism  and 
driven  to  Rhode  Island  in  1638.  Mrs.  Dyer  was 
a firm  adherent  to  the  principles  maintained  by 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  it  is  recorded  of  her 
at  Boston  that  “the  insane  desire  for  martyrdom 
led  the  poor  woman  back  here  in  1660  to  the  scaf- 
fold.” Mr.  Dyer  was  secretary  of  Portsmouth  and 
Newport,  1640-47;  attorney  general,  1650-53;  com- 
missioner, 1661-62;  deputy,  1664-66;  etc. 

(III)  John  Dyer,  a grandson  of  William  and 
Mary  Dyer,  married,  in  1738,  Freelove  Williams, 
who  was  born  in  1719,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Hearndon)  Williams,  a granddaughter  of  Joseph 
Williams,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. 

(IV)  Anthony  Dyer,  born  June  27,  1743,  of 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
In  January,  1776,  he  was  enrolled  in  the  troop  of 
light  horse  called  the  Captain  General’s  Cavaliers — 
Col.  Benjamin  Stock — and  was  appointed  first  ser- 
geant, serving  in  said  capacity  until  July  14,  I777> 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged ; this  organiza- 


tion performed  many  tours  of  duty  as  a body  and. 
in  detachment,  being  located  at  Point  Judith,  Tower 
Hill,  and  along  both  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay;, 
in  September,  1776,  Anthony  Dyer  was  ordered, 
to  his  troop  on  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  where; 
he  served  six  weeks ; thence  he  was  ordered  to- 
Tower  Hill,  where  he  served  five  weeks;  fromthere: 
he  was  ordered  to  Point  Judith,  where  the  troop 
was  located  when  the  British  landed  at  Newport; 
the  troop  was  largely  occupied  in  carrying  dis- 
patches on  occasions  of  alarm.  Anthony  Dyer  was 
married  to  Sarah  Bishop,  and  their  son,  Elisha,  was 
born  Jan.  5,  1772. 

(V)  Elisha  Dyer  was  born  in  Glocester,  R. 
L,  Jan.  5,  1772.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was 
apprenticed  to  John  Fitton,  a Scotchman,  a gen- 
eral dry  goods  merchant,  whose  place  of  business 
was  on  Westminster  street.  Providence.  After  com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  he  continued  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Fitton,  who  was  so  much  pleased  with 
his  industry,  faithfulness  and  many  qualities  that 
he  made  provision  in  his  will  that  on  his  death 
Mr.  Dyer  should  come  into  possession  of  his  estate 
and  business  by  purchase.  Mr.  Dyer  availed  him- 
self of  this  opportunity,  and  continued  the  business 
at  the  same  place  on  his  own  account,  and  with 
Charles  Potter,  a former  clerk,  as  co-partner,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Dyer  & Potter,  until  1825.  In 
that  year  Mr.  Dyer  formed  a co-partnership  with 
Mr.  Cary  Dunn,  for  the  transaction  of  a general 
commission  business,  and  they  located  on  West 
Water  street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Elisha  Dyer 
& Co.  In  1830  Mr.  Dunn  retired,  and  on  April  i,. 
1831,  Mr.  Dyer  received  his  son,  Elisha,  into  the 
firm,  the  partnership  continuing  until  about  1835, 
when  on  account  of  increased  facilities  for  travel 
and  transportation,  the  commission  business  was 
almost  suspended.  In  1835  Mr.  Dyer  built  the 
Dyerville  Mill,  in  North  Providence,  and  with  his 
son  Elisha  began  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth,, 
carrying  on  that  business  until  his  death,  Feb.. 
II,  1854. 
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Mr.  Dyer  became  one  of  the  most  extensive 
real  estate  owners  in  the  city  of  Providence.  In 
1814  he  bought  the  Rockland  Mill,  in  South  Scitu- 
ate,  in  company  with  others ; he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Providence  Dyeing,  Bleaching  and 
Calendering  Company,  in  which  his  heirs  for  many 
years  afterward  retained  an  interest.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Providence, 
and  for  many  years  was  its  president.  He  was 
noted  for  his  sterling  integrity,  untiring  industry 
and  business  sagacity.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he 
would  never  give  nor  receive  more  than  six  per- 
cent for  money,  and  he  made  it  a rule  never  to  ac- 
cept any  political  office. 

On  Oct.  15,  1801,  Mr.  Dyer  married  Miss  Fran- 
ces Jones,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Esther  (Dunn) 
Jones.  Esther  Dunn  was  a great-granddaughter 
of  Mary  Bernon,  daughter  of  Gabriel  Bernon,  a 
Huguenot  and  refugee  from  La  Rochelle,  France. 
He  was  a merchant  from  an  ancient  and  honorable 
family  of  Rochelle,  where  he  was  born  April  6, 
1644.  The  children  of  Elisha  and  Frances  (Jones) 
Dyer  were  five  in  number  as  follows  : ( i ) Caroline 

married  Henry  B.  Lyman,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Providence.  Her  son,  Daniel  Wanton  Lyman, 
made  liberal  bequests  to  Brown  University.  (2) 
Frances  Jones  married  Amos  Maine  Vinton,  of  a 
very  prominent  Rhode  Island  family.  (3)  Elisha 
was  the  next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing.  (4)  Esther 
Dunn  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  (5)  George 
Rathbone  died  at  the  age  of  twenty. 

IMr.  Dyer  was  of  a social  and  benevolent  dis- 
position and  was  possessed  of  strong  religious 
feelings.  Late  in  life  he  became  a member  of  the 
Beneficent  Congregational  Church  of  Providence, 
and  died  in  the  Edl  belief  of  the  principles  of 
Christianity.  As  was  said  of  him  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  “he  was  unostentatious  and  unobtrusive 
in  his  habits,  affectionate  to  his  family,  kind  to 
his  dependents,  and  in  his  dealings  scrupulously 
just.” 

(\T)  Elisha  Dyer  (2),  at  one  time  governor 
of  Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
July  20,  1811.  He  enjoyed  superior  educational 
advantages,  receiving  early  and  careful  training  in 
private  schools  in  Providence,  spent  a short  time 
at  Benjamin  Greer. ’s  boarding  school,  at  Black  Hill, 
in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  was  prepared  for  college 
in  Roswell  C.  Smith’s  school  in  Providence,  from 
which  he  entered  Brown  University  Sept.  7,  1825, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  graduated  from  that 
institution  Sept.  2,  1829,  and  on  Sept.  21st  of  the 
same  year  entered  the  store  of  Elisha  Dyer  & Co., 
commission  merchants,  No.  5 West  Water  street. 
Providence,  where  he  served  in  a clerical  capacity 
until  April  i,  1831.  Then,  Mr.  Cary  Dunn  having 
retired  from  the  firm  to  engage  in  business  in 
New  York,  young  Dyer  became  the  junior  partner. 
On  Oct.  8,  1833,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Jones 
Hoppin,  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  Hoppin,  Esq., 
the  Rev.  James  Wilson,  then  pastor  of  the  Benefi- 
cent Congregational  Church,  being  the  officiating 


clergyman.  Anna  Jones  Hoppin  was  a granddaughter 
of  former  governor  William  Jones,  who  was  a very 
prominent  man  in  his  day.  He  was  captain  of 
marines  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Fort  Moultrie.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  officer  who  ever  wore  the  American  uni- 
form abroad  when  he  was  sent  as  the  bearer  of 
dispatches  to  the  commissioners — Benjamin  Frank- 
Im,  Silas  Adams  and  Charles  Pinckney — then  in 
France.  This  voyage  Mr.  Jones  made  in  the  frigate 
“Providence,”  and  sailed  from  Providence.  He 
was  presented  to  Louis  XVI  and  Marie  Antoinette. 
Gov.  William  Warner  Hoppin  was  a cousin  of  Anna 
Jones  Hoppin. 

By  the  marriage  of  Elisha  and  Anna  Jones 
(Hoppin)  Dyer  there  were  seven  children,  born  as 
follows : George  R.,  who  died  aged  sixteen  years ; 
Henry  Lyman,  who  died  in  childhood,  as  did 
Thomas  H. ; Elisha;  Anna  Jones,  who  married  E. 
K.  Hubbard,  and  died  in  1884,  in  Chicago;  Gabriel 
Bernon,  who  died  in  1902  (he  never  married)  ; 
and  William  Jones,  who  lives  in  Providence. 

In  early  life  Elisha  Dyer  (2)  became  identified 
with  various  public  interests,  and  he  always  took 
an  active  part  in  promoting  useful  enterprises  and 
social  reforms.  On  Sept.  23,  1833,  he  was  ten- 
dered the  appointment  of  vice  consul  to  the  Two 
Sicilies,  which  honor  he  declined.  About  this  time 
he  became  a strong  temperance  man,  and  by  earnest 
persuasion  prevailed  on  his  father  to  give  up  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  then  a large  and  profit- 
able part  of  their  business,  which  course,  as  was 
expected,  proved  very  damaging  to  their  trade.  This 
incident  illustrates  a strong  characteristic  of  Elisha 
Dyer’s  life.  He  was  a man  of  high  moral  prin- 
ciple, and  always  true  to  his  convictions.  On  Sept. 
30,  1835,  he  became  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic 
Industry,  of  which  he  subsequently  served  as  secre- 
tary, member  of  the  auditing  committee,  and  presi- 
dent, and  from  1859  to  1878  he  was  an  honorary 
member,  and  a member  of  the  'Standing  committee. 
Perhaps  no  one  has  done  more  for  the  success  of 
this  society  than  Mr.  Dyer.  He  worked  earnestly 
both  at  home  and  abroad  to  promote  its  usefulness. 
He  visited  agricultural  colleges  in  Europe,  and  ob- 
tained valuable  statistics  and  information  for  the 
society  in  this  country  while  traveling  for  his  health. 
In  1863  he  was  delegate  from  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  In- 
dustry to  the  International  Agricultural  exhibition 
at  Hamburg,  in  July,  of  that  year,  and  made  an  able 
report  of  the  same. 

In  1835  his  father  built  the  Dyerville  Mill,  in 
North  Providence,  and  established  the  Dyerville 
Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  cloth.  Mr.  Dyer  became  the  agent  of  this 
company,  in  which  position  he  served  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  in  1854,  when  he  became  the 
sole  owner  of  the  property.  He  continued  the  busi- 
ness until  1867,  when,  being  obliged  to  retire  from 
business  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  sold  the 
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mill.  During  his  business  career  he  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  many  of  the  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  city.  He  was  president  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Providence  at  the  time  it  became  a na- 
tional bank,  and  served  as  a director  of  the  same 
from  1837  to  1879;  was  elected  a director  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Providence  Sept.  2,  1845  ; and  be- 
came a director  of  the  Providence  Washington  In- 
surance Company  in  January,  1850,  but  soon  after- 
ward resigned. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Dyer  was  a member  and 
director  of  the  Providence  Athenaeum,  a director 
of  the  Providence  Young  Men’s  Bible  Class  (of 
which  he  was  president  in  1843),  and  a member  of 
the  Providence  Dispensary,  being  among  the  most 
generous  in  caring  for  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Providence  Aid 
Society,  and  was  one  of  its  board  of  managers  from 
Nov.  16,  1855,  to  Oct.  I,  1859. 

Mr.  Dyer  became  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  in  1837,  and  was  one  of 
the  board  of  trustees  from  Sept.  10,  1845,  until 
the  abolishment  of  the  same  in  1848.  He  was 
second  vice-president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Art  As- 
sociation in  1853.  In  1854  he  became  an  annual 
member  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society, 
and  in  1857  a life  member,  and  vice-president  of 
the  same.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Windham 
County  (Conn.)  Agricultural  Society.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Horticultural  Society, 
and.  one  of  the  committee  on  Finance  in  1854.  In 
August,  1855,  he  became  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Butler  Hospital  Corporation,  and 
trustee  of  the  same  from  Jan.  23,  1856,  to  June  5, 
1857,  when  he  resigned ; was  vice-president  of  the 
Lake  Erie  Monument  Association ; vice-president 
of  the  Roger  Williams  Monument  Association,  and 
chairman  of  the  Executive  committee;  president  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  from  May 
12,  1857,  to  April  12,  1858;  honorary  member  of 
the  Franklin  Lyceum  in  1858,  and  of  the  Provi- 
dence Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers 
in  i860.  On  Feb.  7,  i860,  he  was  made  a director 
of  the  Swan  Point  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was 
formerly  an  old-line  Whig,  and  was  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  from  its  organization.  He 
was  a delegate  to  the  Whig  convention  at 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Oct.  31,  1839,  and  secre- 
tary of  the  same;  a delegate  to  the  Whig  Jubilee 
and  Festival  at  Niblo’s,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1839. 
He  was  chairman  and  first  vice-president  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Whig  Convention  at  Providence, 
April  2,  1840.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Young 
Men’s  Whig  Convention  at  Baltimore  May  3,  1840, 
was  chairman  of  same,  and  on  that  occasion  ad- 
dressed ten  thousand  people  in  Monument  Square, 
Baltimore.  On  June  27,  1840,  he  was  elected  ad- 
jutant-general of  Rhode  Island,  and  re-elected  for 
five  successive  years,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered 
very  efficient  service,  being  on  active  duty  under 


Gov.  Samuel  W.  King  continuously  from  April 
3d  to  July  2ist,  1842,  having  almost  entire  charge 
of  the  plans  and  movements  of  the  State  govern- 
ment during  the  “Dorr  war.”  He  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  school  committee  from  Jan. 
3,  1843,  to  June  6,  1854,  when  he  resigned.  On 
Nov.  8,  1849,  he  was  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Board  of  National  Popular  Education,  repre- 
sented by  ex-Gov.  Slade,  of  Vermont.  He  was 
elected  president  of  fire  wards  Sept.  9,  1850,  and 
served  until  he  resigned  June  2,  1851.  In  1852  he 
was  elected  a trustee  of  the  Firemen’s  Association, 
Gaspe  Company,  No.  9.  In  1851  he  was  nominated 
for  mayor  of  Providence  by  the  temperance  party, 
and  defeated  by  a small  majority.  On  April  4, 
1853,  he  was  nominated  for  State  Senator,  but 
not  elected.  On  March  10,  1853,  he  was  a delegate 
to  the  Whig  State  Convention,  and  secretary  of 
the  same,  and  at  the  same  time  was  chairman  of 
the  Eastern  District  Convention.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Whig  State  Convention  from  Feb. 
3,  1851  until  1855.  In  1857  he  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  1858  was  re-elected. 
He  declined  in  favor  of  Hon.  Thomas  G.  Turner 
in  May,  1859. 

Concerning  his  administration  as  governor,  the 
Providence  Post,  a leading  Democratic  paper,  which 
was  opposed  to  him,  thus  referred  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1859:  “It  is  proper  to  say  that  his  retire- 
ment is  wholly  voluntary.  It  is  not  often  that  men 
thus  voluntarily  decline  an  honorable  office,  and 
especially  when  the  office  may  be  used  as  a stepping 
stone  to  others  of  still  greater  value  and  importance. 
* * * We  have  from  the  first  looked  upon  him  as  an 
honorable,  high  minded  opponent,  and  a straightfor- 
ward conscientious  man ; and  candor  compels  us  to 
say,  that  he  has  never  failed  to  reach  the  standard  we 
set  up  for  him.  His  abilities  have  been  equal  to 
his  official  duties,  and  his  integrity  has  been  equal 
so  far  as  we  know  or  suspect,  to  every  assault 
made  upon  it.  He  retires  from  an  office  which  he 
did  not  seek,  and  wholly  uncontaminated  with  the 
slime  which  too  often  clings  to  men  who  dispense 
official  favors.” 

Gov.  Dyer  took  a prominent  part  in  military  mat- 
ters. He  joined  the  First  Light  Infantry  Company  of 
Providence,  in  1838,  was  made  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Newport  Artillery  Company  in  1858, 
and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Providence  Marine 
Corps  of  Artillery  in  1859.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  exhibited  in  various  ways  his  patriotism  to  the 
cause  of  his  country.  On  Sept.  25,  1861,  he  was 
chosen  captain  of  the  Tenth  Ward  Drill  Company 
of  Providence,  and  May  26,  1862,  his  son,  Elisha, 
having  been  disabled  and  prevented  from  continuing 
in  the  service,  Gov.  Dyer  felt  it  his  duty  to  volun- 
teer himself,  and  accordingly  went  to  Washington 
and  served  for  three  months  as  captain  of  Company 
B,  Tenth  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Volunteers. 
This  company  was  composed  of  about  125  stu- 
dents from  Brown  University  and  the  Providence 
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High  School.  President  Sears  of  the  University 
consented  to  have  his  students  enlist  only  on  con- 
dition that  Gov.  Dyer  should  go  with  them. 

In  addition  to  the  numerous  social  and  busi- 
ness connections  of  Gov.  Dyer,  already  mentioned, 
he  was  a director  of  the  Providence  & Plainfield 
railroad,  and  was  among  the  first  in  projecting  and 
promoting  various  railroad  enterprises  in  the  State. 
He  was  the  originator  of  the  Providence  & Spring- 
field  railroad,  known  at  first  as  the  Woonasqua- 
tucket  railroad,  and  was  one  of  the  first  movers 
in  the  proposed  Ponagansett  railroad.  He  drew 
the  charter  of  the  Narragansett  Valley  Railroad 
Company,  and  was  one  of  its  incorporators.  In 
1851  he  was  a director  of  the  Rhode  Island  Steam- 
boat Company.  The  same  year  he  served  on  a com- 
mittee sent  to  Washington  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  Providence  postoffice. 

He  was  at  one  time  a director  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Sportsman’s  Club.  On  Sept.  24,  1869,  he 
was  elected  president  of  The  First  National  Musi- 
cal Congress,  in  Music  Hall,  Boston,  because  of 
his  musical  ability,  and  his  extensive  acquaintance 
in  musical  circles.  He  was  commissioner  for 
Rhode  Island  to  the  International  Exhibition  at 
London,  in  May,  1871,  and  made  a valuable  report 
of  the  same  to  the  General  Assembly.  On  March 
20,  1873,  he  was  appointed  honorary  commissioner 
to  the  Vienna  Exposition  by  President  Grant,  and 
while  there  rendered  very  important  service  to  the 
Commission  by  reason  of  his  large  and  varied  ex- 
perience, and  excellent  taste  and  judgment.  His 
patriotic  zeal  led  him  to  over-exert  himself  at  the 
exposition,  so  much  to  the  injury  of  his  health 
that  a practical  retirement  from  public  life  and 
business  was  at  once  necessary. 

Notwithstanding  his  active  business  and  public 
career.  Gov.  Dyer  was  an  invalid  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years  preceding  his  death,  and  very 
much  of  his  work  was  done  under  the  burden  of 
infirmity  and  suffering.  During  his  travels  in  search 
of  health  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  eighteen  times, 
and  in  1854  visited  Egypt.  He  had  been  in  all 
the  places  of  note  on  the  usual  routes  of  European 
travel,  and  though  traveling  for  health  always  had 
his  eyes  open,  and  note  book  in  hand,  to  glean  what- 
ever of  value  or  interest  he  could  preserve  for 
others.  He  was  an  effective  speaker,  and  made 
a large  number  of  public  addresses,  on  political, 
educational,  musical  and  miscellaneous  subjects. 
In  the  “Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster”  of  November, 
1861,  he  published  a charming  sketch  of  his  school 
day  experiences  at  “Black  Hill,”  and  in  1864,  pub- 
lished a book  entitled  “A  Summer’s  Travel  To 
Find  a German  Home.” 

Gov.  Dyer’s  numerous  important  connections  of 
a business,  social  and  philanthropic  nature,  and  his 
success  in  the  management  of  these  interests,  show 
him  to  have  been  a man  of  the  broadest  nature, 
and  one  who  might  have  achieved  success  in  almost 
any  line  of  work.  He  died  May  17,  1890.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  be- 


ing with  his  family  connected  with  Grace  Church, 
Providence.  On  June  8,  1852,  he  was  a delegate  to 
the  Diocesan  Convention. 

(VTI)  Elisha  Dyer  (3)  was  born  Nov.  29, 
1839,  on  Greene  street.  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
after  attending  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  and 
also  the  school  of  Lyon  and  Frieze,  he  entered 
Brown  University  in  1856,  taking  a partial  course. 
In  1858  he  went  to  Germany  and  entered  the 
University  of  Giessen,  where  he  graduated  Aug. 
20,  i860,  taking  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philos- 
ophy; he  pursued  his  studies  part  of  the  time  at 
Freiburg,  in  Saxony.  He  returned  home  in  the 
autumn  of  i860,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Civil  war  started  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  April 
18,  1861,  as  fourth  sergeant  of  Captain  Tomp- 
kins Battery  of  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  volunteers  enlisted  in  the  State 
in  response  to  the  call  for  three  months  men. 
While  in  charge  of  unloading  the  battery  at  Easton, 
Pa.,  he  received  an  injury  which  nearly  disabled 
him,  and  persisting  in  continuing  with  his  company, 
he  was  overcome  with  the  heat  a few  days  later 
and  sent  home  by  order  of  the  surgeon.  For  many 
years  the  effects  of  the  shock  and  exposure  were 
severely  felt.  It  was  in  October,  1856,  that  he  first 
became  identified  with  the  military  organizations 
of  the  State,  when  he  joined  the  First  Light  In- 
fantry Company  as  private.  On  April  6,  1858,  he 
was  commissioned  colonel  and  aide-de-camp  upon 
the  staff  of  his  father.  In  1862  he  was  re-ele«ted 
lieutenant  of  the  Marine  Corps  Artillery,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  finest  military  organizations  in  the 
State,  having  held  a position  on  its  staff  before 
his  enlistment  for  the  war.  In  May  of  the  same 
year  the  battery  again  enlisted  for  three  months, 
but  Lieut.  Dyer,  who  had  volunteered,  was  rejected 
from  service  by  the  surgeon  on  the  ground  of  his 
previous  disability.  However,  Gov.  Sprague  at 
once  appointed  him  major,  and  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  George  H.  Smith,  detailed  him  to  recruit 
and  drill  men  for  the  battery,  which  he  continued 
to  do  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  following 
year  Gov.  James  Y.  Smith  appointed  him  colonel 
on  his  staff,  in  which  position  he  served  for  three 
years.  In  1867  the  Marine  Artillery  Company  was 
organized,  and  Col.  Dyer  entered  its  ranks  as 
corporal.  In  1869  he  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel 
commanding  the  company,  which  office  he  resigned 
after  two  years,  and  one  year  thereafter  he  was 
again  made  commander  for  another  term  of  two 
years.  In  1875,  under  the  new  military  law,  all 
the  artillery  of  the  State  was  consolidated,  and 
Col.  Dyer  was  elected  to  the  command  of  the  bat- 
talion. At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Examiners  of  Officers  of  the 
State  Militia,  which  position  he  held  until  1878. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from 
North  Kingstown,  and  during  his  term  of  service 
was  a member  of  the  Judiciary  committee  and  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Militia.  In  1878  he  was 
appointed  by  a convention  of  militia  officers  one 
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of  the  commission  to  report  a new  militia  law  to 
the  General  Assembly.  He  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Van  Zandt  and  served  as  a member  of  the  Joint 
Select  Committee  on  the  reception  of  President 
Hayes  and  Cabinet  in  1877. 

Col.  Dyer  was  also  appointed  for  five  years  a 
'member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  Washing- 
ton County  in  1877.  In  1881  he  was  elected  a 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly  from  the 
Fourth  ward  of  Providence.  He  was  elected  ad- 
jutant general  of  the  State  Feb.  7,  1882,  and  was 
re-elected  at  the  expiration  of  each  term  until  his 
retirement,  upon  his  own  request,  Oct.  31,  1895. 
He  was  an  alderman  from  the  First  ward  in  1890 
and  1891,  and  member  of  the  school  committee 
from  1888  to  1897.  His  capacity  for  organization, 
his  attention  to  detail,  and  his  knowledge  of  pro- 
cedure in  the  United  States  army,  enabled  him  to 
evolve  and  maintain  a system  of  records  for  the 
State  Department  that  rendered  it  a fitting  adjunct 
to  the  adjutant-general’s  office,  and  made  it  possible 
for  him  to  compile  and  publish  the  revised  Ad- 
jutant-General’s Report  for  1865,  containing  a vast 
amount  of  information  concerning  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Rhode  Island  line  during  the  war  of 
1861-65.  He  labored  for  years  upon  this  publica- 
tion, and  when  it  was  completed  he  promptly  ten- 
dered his  resignation  as  adjutant-general.  It  is 
a satisfaction  to  have  these  records,  and  it  must 
have  been  a pride  to  have  been  the  author  of  them. 
The  thorough  military  system  he  maintained  while 
in  office  constitutes  an  example  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. In  his  report  of  1884,  as  adjutant  general  of 
the  State,  he  made  the  first  recommendation  for  an 
appropriation  of  money  by  the  State  for  the  care 
of  disabled  and  needy  veteran  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  engineered  through  the 
school  committee  and  had  then  urged  the  passage 
by  the  Legislature  of  what  is  known  as  the  Provi- 
dence Public  School  Teachers  Retirement  Fund. 
The  popularity  of  this  act  is  attested  by  the  readi- 
ness with  which  the  fund  is  received. 

In  1887  Gen.  Dyer  was  appointed  commissioner 
from  Rhode  Island  to  represent  the  State  in  New 
York  in  1889,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  celebration 
of  the  Centennial  of  the  Inauguration  of  George 
Washington  as  the  first  president  of  the  United 
States. 

On  April  7,  1897,  Elisha  Dyer  was  elected 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island ; was  re-elected  April 
6,  1898 ; and  in  1899  was  the  choice  of  his  party 
as  candidate  for  a third  term. 

“As  Chief  Executive  of  the  State,  and  during 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Spanish-American  war, 
his  administration  was  conducted  with  wisdom, 
prudence  and  fidelity,  that  even  his  political  enemies 
were  free  to  testify.  His  repeated  election  as  chief 
executive  of  the  State  was  due  to  the  conviction 
of  hundreds  of  voters  of  both  parties  of  his  pre- 
eminent fitness  for  the  office. 

“In  his  administration  he  responded  nobly  to 
the  expectations  and  desires  of  his  fellow  citizens 


in  the  exalted  position  filled  with  such  dignity  and 
ability,  and  the  State  and  Nation  owe  to  him  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  patriotism,  prompt- 
ness and  efficiency  in  a trying  hour,  and  the  people 
of  Rhode  Island  feel  confident  that  the  State  will 
bear  herself  honorably  in  every  crisis  so  long  as 
Elisha  Dyer  may  remain  her  governor.” 

During  the  Spanish  war  and  under  Gov.  Dyer’s 
administration  the  State  voted  at  two  different 
times  the  sum  of  $150,000  ($300,000  in  all)  to  be 
expended  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  governor, 
showing  the  confidence  placed  in  his  business  judg- 
ment and  integrity.  During  the  Session  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  June  15,  1898, 
the  following  resolution  of  thanks  was  passed : 

Resolved,  That  the  prompt  and  efficient  action  of  his 
excellency  Elisha  Dyer,  governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  response  to  the  calls 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  for  volunteers  for 
service  in  the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  kingdom  of  Spain,  meets  wdth  the  most  cordial  ap- 
proval of  this  general  assembly,  and  that  the  thanks  of 
this  general  assembly  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  tendered 
to  his  excellency  the  governor  therefor.  The  secretary  of 
state  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  a copy  of  this  resolution 
to  be  suitably  engrossed  and  the  samQ  to  present  to  his 
excellency  the  governor ; and  the  state  auditor  is  hereby 
directed  to  draw'  his  order  upon  the  general  treasurer  for 
the  expense  of  the  same  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  upon  a voucher  approved  by 
the  secretary  of  state. 

Governor  Dyer  was  a man  of  rounded  person- 
ality, combining  in  a high  degree  character,  culture, 
education,  perseverance,  civil  courage,  tact,  de- 
votion to  his  town,  State  and  Nation.  Whatever 
were  his  honors,  he  bore  them  modestly,  for  he 
was  a plain  man,  and  very  approachable.  Few  men 
in  Rhode  Island  could  consistently  take  on  more 
real  dignity  than  Gov.  Dyer,  yet  there  was  an 
entire  lack  of  formality  in  his  manner,  except  that 
of  course  essential  to  command  respect.  No  citi- 
zen in  the  State  stood  any  higher  in  the  esteem  of 
all,  no  matter  of  what  political  party  or  religious 
belief.  In  1905  he  represented  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  State  Senate,  and  was  one  of  the 
leaders  of  that  body.  In  1905  he  was  elected  mayor 
of  Providence  being  the  first  Republican  chosen 
to  that  office  since  the  year  1894. 

Governor  Dyer  devoted  years  to  the  affairs  of 
his  city.  State  and  nation,  and  in  whatever  capacity 
he  acted  constantly  added  to  his  fame  as  a public 
servant  whose  courage  was  as  unquestioned  as  his 
abilities.  A man  of  the  people  and  for  the  people, 
he  invariably  won  the  love  of  those  he  met  by  his 
kindness  and  courtesy.  Throughout  life  he  labored 
earnestly  for  the  best  interests  of  mankind  and 
enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  worthily 
whatever  he  undertook.  In  1897  Brown  Uni- 
versity conferred  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
upon  him. 

The  chosen  profession  of  Governor  Dyer  was 
that  of  chemist,  at  which  for  a number  of  years 
he  occupied  some  little  of  his  time,  and  for  twenty 
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years  he  was  a manufacturing  chemist  at  Provi- 
dence. He  was  for  many  years  director  of  both 
the  Union  Bank  and  the  Union  Savings  Bank  of 
Providence,  during  their  existence.  For  a number 
of  years  he  was  one  of  the  Finance  committee  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Domestic  Industry. 

Governor  Dyer  was  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter;  St.  John’s  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  had  taken  the  degrees  to  the  33d  in  the 
Scottish  Rite;  and  was  a member  of  Aleppo  Tem- 
ple, Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Boston.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Massachusetts  Commandery 
of  the  Loyal  Legion ; a member  of  Rodman  Post,  G. 
A.  R. ; of  A.  E.  Burnside  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans ; 
of  the  Squantum  Club  and  of  Hope  Club,  of  Provi- 
dence. Governor  Dyer  was  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  of  which  latter  he  served 
as  president.  He  served  three  years  as  the  deputy 
governor-general  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Governor  Dyer  was  married  Nov.  26,  1861,  to 
Nancy  Anthony  Viall,  of  Providence,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  B.  (Anthony)  Viall.  The  former 
was  a cotton  merchant  for  years  in  Providence.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Elisha  and  Nancy  A.  (Viall) 
Dyer,  viz.:  (i)  Elisha,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  23,  1862, 
received  his  preparatory  education  at  St.  Paul’s 
School,  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity, graduating  in  the  class  of  1883.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Columbia  Law  School  in  the  class  of 
1885,  and  is  now  a banker  in  New  York  City.  He 
married  Sydney  Turner  Swan,  of  Baltimore. 
(2')  George  R.,  born  June  24,  1869,  attended  St. 
Paul’s  School,  Concord,  N.  H.  He  served  in  the 
Spanish-American  war  as  major  in  the  Twelfth 
New  York  Volunteer  Regiment,  and  is  now  Colonel 
of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Regiment,  N.  G.  He 
is  a member  of  the  firm  of  C.  I.  Hudson  & Co., 
dealers  in  stocks  and  bonds,  of  Wall  street,  N.  Y. 
He  married  Grace  Gurnee  Scott,  of  New  York, 
and  has  two  sons,  Walter  Gurnee  and  Elisha  Dyer, 
III.  (3)  Col.  H.  Anthony,  born  Oct.  28,  1872,  pre- 
pared at  St.  Paul’s  School,  Concord,  N.  H.,  and 
entered  Brown  University,  graduating  in  the  class 
of  1894.  He  is  an  artist.  He  married  Charlotte 
O.  Tilden,  daughter  of  Henry  Tilden,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Nancy  Anthony. 
Col.  H.  Anthony  Dyer  was  aide-de-camp,  with  rank 
of  colonel,  on  the  staff  of  his  father.  Gov.  Elisha 
Dyer. 

^ HON.  D.  RUSSELL  BROWN,  thirty-ninth 
governor  of  Rhode  Island  (1892-95),  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Brown  Brothers  Company,  Provi- 
dence, is  one  of  the  representative  business  men 
and  foremost  citizens  of  the  State.  He  is  pre- 
eminently a self-made  man,  having  started  life 
with  no  capital  but  an  unusual  amount  of  native 


enterprise,  energy  and  ambition.  The  rapidity  with 
which  he  acquired  familiarity  with  the  details  of 
the  business  in  which  he  first  engaged  justifies  the 
conclusion  that  his  success  in  any  other  line  would 
have  been  equally  marked. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  March  28,  1848,  in  Bol- 
ton, Conn.,  son  of  Arba  Harrison  and  Marilla  ‘ 
(Dart)  Brown,  and  descendant  of  a fine  line  of 
ancestry,  which  made  an  honorable  and  conspicuous 
record  in  Colonial  history.  Three  of  his  ancestors 
were  among  the  “Mayflower”  pilgrims.  He  is 
eligible,  therefore,  to  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars  and  the  Society  of  Mayflower  De- 
scendants. 

Mr.  Brown’s  maternal  great-grandfather,  Elias 
Dart,  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was 
one  of  those  engaged  in  resisting  Arnold’s  attack 
on  New  London,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the 
battle  of  Fort  Griswold  Sept.  6,  1781.  He  served 
in  Capt.  Benjamin  Durkee’s  Company  of  “Mat- 
rosses,”  1782-83. 

Among  the  ancestral  connections  of  D.  Russell 
Brown  are  many  of  the  old  families  of  his  native 
State.  Richard  Dart,  the  ancestor  of  that  family, 
was  early  at  New  London,  Conn.,  where  he  pur- 
chased land  in  1664,  and  his  son,  Daniel,  removed 
to  Bolton,  Conn.,  in  1716,  or  when  the  first  settle- 
ments were  made  in  that  town.  Daniel  Dart  (2), 
son  of  Daniel,  had  a son,  William,  whose  son  Elias 
was  the  father  of  Eli,  whose  daughter  Marilla  was 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Brown’s  paternal  great-grandfather  was 
John  Brown,  and  the  grandfather  was  John  Brown 
(2),  who  married  a Miss  Perkins,  whose  ancestry 
goes  back  to  the  “Mayflower.” 

Arba  Harrison  Brown  followed  farming  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  active  life,  and  in  that  calling 
met  with  much  success.  He  died  in  1887,  Man- 
chester, Conn.  His  wife,  Marilla  (Dart)  Brown, 
was  a woman  of  much  intelligence,  and  a stanch 
advocate  of  abolition.  She  had  a good  general 
knowledge  of  public  afifairs,  and  many  times  during 
the  Civil  war  made  the  remark,  “The  war  will  not 
end  until  slavery  has  been  abolished.”  Her  death 
occurred  in  1864.  In  religious  faith  Arba  H. 
Brown  was  a Baptist,  while  his  wife  was  a Con- 
gregationalist.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a 
Republican  from  the  organization  of  that  party, 
and  he  stanchly  supported  its  principles,  although 
never  at  any  time  an  office  seeker.  To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  but 
three  survive : D.  Russell ; Col.  H.  Martin,  of 
Providence ; and  Mary  Charlotte,  now  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Robertson,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

The  early  life  of  D.  Russell  Brown  was  spent 
on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  gained  practical 
ideas  concerning  manual  labor.  The  early  edu- 
cation he  received  in  the  district  schools  of  Bolton 
was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  an  academy  at 
Manchester,  Conn.,  and  later  at  Hartford.  On 
leaving  school  he  at  once  entered  upon  his  business 
career,  becoming  a clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of 
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Trumbull  Newcomb  at  Rockville,  Conn.  He  dis- 
played unusual  aptness  for  the  business,  and  two 
years  later  was  called  to  the  responsible  position  of 
head  salesman  for  Francis  & Co.,  the  leading  hard- 
ware establishment  at  the  time  in  Hartford.  In 
January,  1870,  he  came  to  Providence,  and  though 
he  was  not  yet  twenty-two  years  of  age  it  was  to 
take  charge  of  the  mill  supply  store  owned  by 
Cyrus  White.  Within  three  months  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  William  Butler  & Son,  who  pur- 
chased Mr.  White’s  business,  and  the  firm  became 
known  as  Butler,  Brown  & Co.  In  1877  Mr.  Brown 
organized  the  firm  of  Brown  Brothers  & Co.,  con- 
sisting of  himself,  his  brother.  Col.  H.  Martin 
Brown,  and  Charles  H.  Child.  The  establishment 
soon  became  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  country, 
and  in  1893  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the 
Brown  Brothers  Company,  which  it  still  remains, 
Milton  Barrows  Brown,  son  of  D.  Russell,  being 
secretary.  They  are  manufacturers  and  manufac- 
turers’ agents  for  all  kinds  of  mill  supplies. 

Mr.  Brown’s  business  interests,  however,  have 
not  been  all  along  one  line.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the'  City  Savings  Bank ; president  of  the  Old 
Colony  Co-operative  Bank ; director  of  the  Old 
National  Bank;  and  holds  many  other  offices  of 
importance  and  responsibility. 

Notwithstanding  the  close  attention  he  has 
given  his  personal  affairs,  Mr.  Brown  has  found  time 
to  take  a very  important  part  in  public  affairs.  In 
his  political  faith  he  is  a Republican,  and  has 
become  one  of  tbe  foremost  members  of  his  party 
in  the  city  and  State.  In  1880  he  was  elected  to 
the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Providence,  and 
served  four  years  in  that  body.  In  1885  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Republicans  as  Mayor  of 
Providence,  but  he  declined  that  honor.  In  1888 
he  was  one  of  the  Presidential  electors  of  the  State, 
and  in  1892  he  was  elected  governor  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, receiving  a majority  of  the  votes,  the  first 
time  any  Republican  candidate  had  done  so  since 
the  extension  of  the  franchise.  The  total  vote  was 
54,679,  the  largest  ever  cast  in  the  State  up  to  that 
time.  In  1893  he  was  again  a candidate,  but  when 
the  votes  were  counted  it  was  found  there  was  no 
choice  by  the  people,  and  the  choice  devolved  upon 
the  General  Assembly.  “At  the  opening  of  the 
May  session  the  Democrats,  having  a majority 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  proceeded  to  un- 
seat two  Republicans,  tbeir  purpose  being  fo  secure 
control  of  the  grand  committee,  and  thus  be  able 
to  elect  their  candidate  for  governor.  A resolution 
was  then  passed  inviting  the  Senate  to  join  the 
House  in  grand  committee  to  count  the  ballots  and 
declare  the  result.  Recognizing  the  revolutionary 
and  illegal  scheme  of  the  Democrats,  the  Senate 
refused  to  go  into  grand  committee,  and  passed 
a resolution  of  adjournment  until  January,  1894. 
The  House  declined  to  concur  and  laid  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table.  The  Senate  then  formally  in- 
formed Governor  Brown  that  a difference  existed 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  General  Assembly 


as  to  the  date  of  adjournment.  Governor  Brown 
met  the  issue  fairly  and  courageously.  Exercising 
his  prerogative  under  the  constitution  he  adjourned 
the  Assembly  until  the  following  January.  The 
Democrats  denounced  his  action  as  unwarranted 
and  illegal,  and  continued  to  hold  rump  sessions  of 
the  House  until  the  Assembly  convened  again. 
This  was  in  January,  1894,  and  then  by  every  pos- 
sible trick  they  endeavored  to  entrap  the  Governor, 
but  failed.  He  knew  the  course  he  should  pursue, 
and  never  deviated  from  it.  The  result  was  that 
the  palpable  Democratic  scheme  to  steal  the  State 
offices  was  defeated  and  the  danger  that  threatened 
orderly  government  under  the  constitution  was 
averted.  The  Democrats  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
court,  but  that  body  sustained  Governor  Brown,  as 
did  the  people  of  the  State  in  a signal  manner  at 
the  election  in  the  following  April.  The  vote  was 
the  largest  ever  cast  in  Rhode  Island.”  Governor 
Brown  received  a plurality  of  6,255.  This  un- 
precedented endorsement  was  largely  due  to  his 
advocacy  that  “the  amendment  to  the  constitution 
providing  for  elections  by  plurality  be  adopted.” 
He  also  favored  biennial  elections  and  exercised  a 
potent  influence  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  free 
text-book  law,  measures  for  the  improvement  of 
highways,  the  anti-pool  selling  law,  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  business  of  surety  companies  and  build- 
ing and  loan  associations,  the  factory  inspector’s 
law,  and  the  revision  of  the  statutes.  During  his 
three  vears’  administration  Governor  Brown  was 
especially  interested  in  the  State  militia,  and  to  his 
wisdom  and  good  judgment  was  in  a great  measure 
due  the  high  standard  in  discipline  and  efficiency  it 
attained.  Having  displayed  such  remarkable  abil- 
ity and  tact  in-  dealing  with  public  affairs  in  his 
own  State,  it  was  not  at  all  surprising  that  his 
worth  should  be  recognized  beyond  its  borders  or 
that  this  recognition  should  come  in  the  form  of 
making  him  New  England’s  candidate  for  the  vice- 
Presidencv  before  the  Republican  national  conven- 
tion in  1896.  His  defeat  for  the  nomination  was 
due  mainly  to  the  persistent  support  given  by  a 
number  of  his  delegates  to  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Reed, 
of  Maine,  as  their  candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idency. 

Eraternally  Mr.  Brown  is  a 32d  degree  Mason, 
belonging  to  Xdelphoi  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
St.  John’s  Commander)’,  K.  T.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  the  Art  Advance,  the  Talma, 
West  Side  and  Squantum  Clubs ; tbe  Providence 
Press  Club  and  the  Rhode  Island  Press  Club ; the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society ; Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  ; Rhode  Island  Art  Institute ; 
Norfolk  ; Boston  ; and  many  other  social,  benevo- 
lent and  literary  organizations.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  Business  Men’s 
Association,  and  is  president  of  Pine  Ridge  Camp 
for  Consumptives.  His  religious  connection  is  with 
the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church. 

On  Oct.  14,  1874,  in  Providence,  Mr.  Brown 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Isabel  Barrows, 
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daughter  of  Milton  and  Mary  (Guild)  Barrows, 
and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them : Milton 
Barrows,  secretary  of  the  Brown  Brothers  Com- 
pany, who  is  married  and  resides  in  Providence ; 
Isabel  Russell,  and  Hope  Caroline. 

HOPPIN  (Line  of  Thomas  C.  Hoppin).  This 
name  in  the  history  of  New  England  reaches  back 
to  the  dawn  of  its  settlement  and  is  one  distinguished 
and  highly  honored  not  only  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut  but  as  well  in  the  country  at  large. 
In  this  article  it  is  the  purpose  to  treat  briefly  only 
of  the  family  and  lineage  of  the  late  Thomas  Coles 
Hoppin,  the  latter  a prominent  merchant  and  citi- 
zen of  Providence  of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  his  sons  in  turn  as  well,  namely : The 
late  Hon.  William  Jones,  LL.  B.  (diplomat), 
Thomas  Frederick,  Hon.  Francis  Edwin,  Hamilton, 
Dr.  Washington,  Augustus  and  Dr.  Courtland 
Hoppin.  Some  of  the  sons  of  these,  among  them 
William  A.  and  Howard  Hoppin,  are  now  active 
in  the  commercial  and  social  life  of  the  city — sub- 
stantial men  of  the  community. 

Born  in  1785,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Thomas 
Coles  Hoppin  was  a son  of  Col.  Benjamin  and 
Anne  (Rawson)  Hoppin  and  a descendant  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  Thomas  Hoppin,  the  immi- 
grant ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  Hoppin  family, 
his  lineage  being  through  Stephen,  Benjamin,  Ben- 
jamin (2)  and  Col.  Benjamin  Hoppin.  These  gen- 
erations in  detail  and  in  the  order  named  follow. 

(I)  Thomas  Hoppin,  of  a Northumberland, 
England,  family,  is  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Hol- 
land and  thence  came  to  America,  where  he  was 
among  the  early  colonists  at  Plymouth,  Massachu- 
setts. 

(H)  Stephen  Hoppin,  of  Dorchester,  Mass., 
born  there  or  at  Thompson’s  Island,  in  1626,  mar- 
ried, in  1647,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Make- 
peace, of  Boston,  and  member  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  and  to  them  were 
born  nine  children.  Mr.  Hoppin  was  a witness  to 
the  Indian  deed  to  Dorchester.  He  died  in  that 
town  Nov.  I,  1677. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Hoppin,  of  Gloucester,  Mass., 
born  in  1666,  in  Roxbury,  married  in  1702,  Eliza- 
beth, and  there  ca  ne  to  them  three  children.  He 
was  a farmer,  moved  to  Attleborough,  Mass.,  about 
1721.  and  there  died  April  ii,  1732. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Hoppin  (2),  of  Attleborough, 
Mass.,  born  April  12,  1703,  married  (second)  June 
27,  1745,  Phoebe  Davis.  He  was  lost  at  sea. 

(V)  Col.  Benjamin  Hoppin  (3),  born  May 
12,  1747,  in  Attleborough,  IMass.,  married  Jan.  24, 
1770,  Anne  Rawson,  a lineal  descendant  of  Ed- 
ward Rawson,  an  early  secretary  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Colony.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  young 
Hoppin  entered  the  army  of  the  Revolution  as  a 
captain  in  the  Continental  Line.  He  served  with 
distinction  throughout  the  war,  participating  in  the 


battles  of  Red  Bank,  White  Plains,  Monmouth  and 
Princeton.  While  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
was  flourishing  he  was  elected  a member,  and  he 
continued  to  be,  like  most  of  his  associates  in  this 
military  order,  a stanch  Federalist.  After  the  close 
of  the  Revolution  Colonel  Hoppin  was  engaged  in 
the  auctioneering  commission  business  in  Provi- 
dence, where  he  was  greatly  respected  and  beloved. 
For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  and  for  some  time  he  was  in  command 
of  a regiment  of  militia  in  Providence  county  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

(VI)  Thomas  Coles  Hoppin,  of  Providence, 
born  in  1785,  married  Nov.  12,  1811,  Harriet  D. 
Jones,  and  to  them  were  born  twelve  children.  Mr. 
Hoppin  early  became  established  in  business  in 
commercial  lines  with  his  brother  Benjamin,  under 
the  firm  style  of  B.  & T.  C.  Hoppin,  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers  in  drugs,  medicines,  china,  dye-stuffs 
and  supplies  for  manufacturers,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  West  India  and  China  trade.  Through  the 
first  fifty  years  of  the  last  century  they  were  active, 
influential  and  wealthy  men  of  Providence,  having 
much  to  do  with  the  founding,  shaping  and  develop- 
ment of  the  city.  Mr.  Hoppin  died  at  his  home  on 
Westminster  street  Dec.  28,  1850,  aged  sixty-five, 
at  which  time  the  Providence  Journal  remarked: 
“Our  obituary  column  of  to-day  records  the  death 
of  Thomas  C.  Hoppin,  formerly  an  eminent  and 
successful  merchant  of  this  city  and  for  fourteen 
years  (1835-48)  alderman  of  the  Fourth  ward. 
Mr.  Hoppin  was  justly  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  ever  connected  with  the  city  government  and 
was  equally  beloved  in  private  life,  where  his 
sterling  worth  and  genial  temper  endeared  him  to 
many  beyond  this  circle,  to  whom  his  death  is  an 
irreparable  loss.”  His  wife  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  May  4,  1874,  aged  eighty-one  years. 
She  was  the  only  child  of  her  parents.  Gov.  William 
and  Anne  (Dunn)  Jones. 

Q Gov.  William  Jones  was  a son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Pearce)  Jones,  and  grandson  of  Thomas 
Jones,  who  came  from  Wales.  William  Jones, 
father  of  Gov.  William,  entered  the  privateer  ser- 
vice against  France  and  became  first  lieutenant  of 
the  famous  vessel,  the  “Duke  of  Marlborough.” 
Governor  Jones  was  one  of  the  strong  char- 
acters in  Rhode  Island  history  from  a period  be- 
ginning in  1776  until  1817,  when  he  retired  from 
active  life.  He  was  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  commissioned  in  1776,  and  served  until  his 
discharge,  in  February,  1777,  participating,  among 
other  engagements,  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains. 
In  February,  1778,  he  was  commissioned  as  captain 
of  marines  on  board  the  “Providence,”  commanded 
by  Abraham  Whipple.  At  the  conclusion  of  peace 
the  “Providence,”  by  order  of  Congress,  was  sent 
with  dispatches  to  the  American  commissioners  at 
Paris.  The  vessel  arrived  at  Pamboeuf,  near 
Nantes,  and  Captain  Whipple  sent  Captain  Jones 
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to  Paris  with  the  dispatches,  and  it  is  stated  on 
his  tombstone  he  was  the  first  officer  that  wore  the 
American  uniform  in  Paris.  Later  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Fort  Moultrie.  He  was  subsequently 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Providence, 
which  he  followed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  became 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Provi- 
dence, Speaker  of  that  body  from  1809  to  1811, 
and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  governor  by 
the  Federalists  and  was  successively  chosen  to  that 
office  until  1817.  He  was  one  of  the  Fellows  of 
Brown  University,  and  a member  of  the  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati  from  its  beginning,  and  his  diploma, 
signed  by  Washington  and  Knox,  is  still  preserved. 
In  pursuance  of  a special  resolution  of  the  Society 
Governor  Jones  was  succeeded  in  his  membership 
by  his  son-in-law. 

Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  Thomas  C.  and 
Harriet  D.  (Jones)  Hoppin,  a daughter,  Harriet, 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  following  named  reached 
adult  ages:  (i)  William  Jones.  (2)  Anna  Jones 
married  Elisha  Dyer,  governor  of  Rhode  Island 
from  1857  to  1859.  (3)  Thomas  Frederick.  (4) 

Sarah  D.  married  Amory  Chapin  and  resided  in 
Providence.  (5)  Francis  Edwin.  (6)  Hamilton 
married  Louisa,  daughter  of  Samuel  Howland,  of 
New  York,  and  resided  in  that  city,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Their  children  are 
Emily,  Hamilton  L.  and  Samuel.  (7)  Eliza  Jones 
married  Dr.  Samuel  Abbott  and  resided  at  Boston, 
Mass.  (8)  Dr.  Washington.  (9)  Augustus. 
(10)  Harriet  Jones  is  residing  in  Providence,  (ii) 
Dr.  Courtland. 

(VII)  William  Jones  Hoppin,  son  of  Thomas 
C.,  born  April  21,  1813,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  en- 
tered Yale  College  in  1829  and  pursued  his  studies 
there  for  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Middle- 
bury  (Vt.)  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
^832.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law 
School  in  1835,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
He  was  often  abroad  and  contributed  articles  on 
the  subject  of  art  to  American  and  European 
periodicals,  and  edited  the  Bulletin  of  the  Ameri- 
can Art  Union.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Century  Club  of  New  York,  in  1846,  and  for 
two  years  was  president  of  the  Union  League  Club. 
He  was  the  originator  of  the  American  Art  Union, 
and  an  early  trustee  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art  and  of  the  New  York  Society  Library,  also 
of  other  societies  of  a literary  and  charitable  na- 
ture. He  was  one  of  the  art  jurors  sent  to  the 
Paris  Exposition  in  1867.  He  was  appointed  by 
General  Grant  secretary  of  the  United  States  lega- 
tion at  London  and  remained  there  for  ten  years 
(1876-1886)  with  Ministers  Pierrepont,  Welch, 
Lowell  and  Phelps,  at  various  times  acting  as 
charge  d’affaires.  Mr.  Hoppin  was  a member  of 
the  New  York  branch  of  the  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati. He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1887 
and  resided  in  Providence,  where  he  died  Sept.  3, 
1895.  He  never  married. 


(VII)  Thomas  Frederick  Hoppin,  son  of 
Thomas  C.,  born  Aug.  15,  1816,  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  married  there  June  24,  1852,  Anna  Almy  Jen- 
kins, born  Feb.  i,  1831,  daughter  of  William  and 
Anna  (Almy)  Jenkins,  and  a descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Chad  Brown,  through  John, 
James,  James  (2),  Moses,  Sarah  and  Anna  (Almy) 
Jenkins.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union: 

(1)  Anna  Jenkins  Hoppin,  born  May  16,  1853, 
died  in  December,  1901.  She  married  Frederick 
W.  Chapin,  son  of  Gen.  Walter  B.  Chapin,  and  had 
one  daughter,  Anna  Alice,  a talented  author  of 
musical  works,  who  resides  in  New  York  City. 

(2)  Alice  Hoppin,  born  Jan.  14,  1857,  married  Aus- 
ten G.  Fox,  a prominent  attorney  and  counselor  at 
law  of  New  York  City,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children,  Austen  H.,  Alice  and  Harry,  the  last  named 
dying  in  infancy.  (3)  Harriet  D.  Hoppin  died 
in  infancy.  The  mother  married  (second)  Nov. 
5,  1874,  Henry  A.  Babbitt,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for- 
merly vice-consul  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  Hoppin  in  youth  was  in  delicate  health, 
which  compelled  him  at  seventeen  to  drop  out  of 
school.  His  tastes  were  inclined  to  art,  and  in 
1832  he  began  its  study  in  Philadelphia,  then  in 
Paris,  France,  under  Delaroche.  He  returned  to 
the  United  States  in  1837  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  New  York  City.  For  several  years  he  was  oc- 
cupied in  painting  various  pictures  for  himself  and 
a number  of  friends.  A number  of  his  spirited 
drawings  were  published  in  the  Art  Union  Bulletin. 
He  made  the  designs  of  the  four  evangelists  which 
compose  the  great  chancel  window  of  Trinity 
Church  in  New  York.  Subsequently,  as  an  artist, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  statuary  and  wrought 
among  other  works  “David  Preparing  to  Cast  the 
Stone,”  “Hagar  and  Ishmael”  and  “The  Sentinel,” 
a dog  which  was  cast  in  bronze  and  exhibited  at 
the  Fair  of  the  American  Institute,  and  which  is 
now  at  Roger  Williams  park.  This  is  supposed  to 
have  been  the  first  piece  of  sculpture  cast  in  bronze 
in  the  United  States.  He  was  awarded  a gold 
medal,  the  highest  prize  in  the  department.  His 
later  life  was  that  of  a gentleman  of  leisure,  with 
abundant  means  to  gratify  his  literary  and  artistic 
tastes.  Mr.  Hoppin  died  at  his  residence  in  Benefit 
street.  Providence,  Jan.  21,  1873.  At  the  time  of 
his  decease  a writer  said  of  him : 

“From  his  childhood,  genius,  which  knows  no 
youth,  manifested  itself  in  quite  surprising  ways, 
and  ere  he  had  to  master  the  materials  of  his  art 
we  saw  his  life-breathing  animals  side  by  side  with 
the  works  of  Mount  and  Deas,  winning  admiration 
for  the  truthfulness  in  observation  and  spirit  in 
execution.  Mr.  Hoppin  possessed  the  rare  talent 
to  observe  and  transfer  the  real  in  nature.  His  ani- 
mals, for  he  excelled  in  these,  express  the  qualities 
with  which  nature  has  endowed  the  originals,  not 
depending  for  their  effect  on  exaggeration,  or  the 
embodiment  of  human  qualities  foreign  to  their 
nature.  The  native  genius  of  the  artist  caught  the 
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real  character  and  expressed  it  as  few  have  done 
before.  Thus,  in  an  age  of  exaggeration  and  con- 
ventionality, he  has  left  his  impress  on  the  history 
of  art.  It  is  not  easy  to  realize  this  of  one  going 
in  and  out  among  us.  He  worked  on  cartoons, 
canvas  or  clay,  always  with  the  same  quick  eye  to 
catch  and  hand  to  record.” 

Mr.  Hoppin  was  kind-hearted  to  a fault,  not 
only  attaching  himself  warmly  to  his  friends  but 
holding  the  most  generous  impulses  toward  all. 

(VII)  Francis  Edwin  Hoppin,  son  of  Thomas 
C.,  born  Nov.  26,  1819,  married  in  May,  1843, 
Eliza  Harris  Anthony,  who  was  born  April  i,  1821, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  K.  (Greene)  An- 
thony, of  Coventry,  R.  I.,  and  sister  to  the  late 
ex-Gov.  and  United  States  Senator  Henry  Bowen 
Anthony.  Mrs.  Hoppin  died  Dec.  23,  1891.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  of  whom  four 
died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  (i)  William 
Anthony.  (2)  Mary  married  Richard  S.  Howland 
and  their  home  is  at  Asheville,  N.  C.  They  have 
six  children.  (3)  Katharine  married  David  Rich- 
mond and  resides  at  Flushing,  L.  I. ; she  is  the 
mother  of  five  children.  (4)  Eliza  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Robert  Ives  Gammell,  of  Providence,  has  one 
daughter,  Virginia  I.,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Parsons 
Cross. 

Judge  Hoppin  was  prepared  for  college  at  the 
University  Grammar  School  at  Providence.  He 
entered  Brown  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1839  with  the  highest  honors,  and 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  William  J. 
Hoppin,  in  New  York,  with  the  Hon.  C.  E.  Tilling- 
hast,  at  Providence,  and  in  the  Cambridge  (Mass.) 
Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar  in  1842.  For  five  years  from  1853  he  served 
as  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Providence, 
and  for  a period  following  this  practiced  law  in 
the  city,  until  broken  health  compelled  abandon- 
ment of  all  work.  He  was  of  a gentle  and  sweet 
disposition,  and  though  severely  afflicted  for  many 
years  he  bore  all  with  Christian  fortitude.  He 
died  June  20,  1868. 

(VH)  Washington  Hoppin,  M.  D.,  son  of 
Thomas  C.,  born  in  1827,  married  Oct.  14,  1852, 
Louise  C.  Vinton,  who  was  born  Oct.  14,  1832,  in 
Portland.  Maine,  and  died  in  Providence,  Oct.  24, 
1891.  She  was  a daughter  of  Major  John  Rogers 
Vinton,  an  officer  of  distinction,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Mexican  war.  The  children  of  Dr.  Wash- 
ington Hoppin  were : Helena  L.,  born  Nov.  14, 
1853,  died  Jan.  3,  1862.  Howard,  born  April  17, 
1856,  married  Nov.  6,  1889,  Mary  M.  Hoppin; 
he  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Hoppin  & Ely, 
architects.  Providence.  Louise  C.  was  born  Oct. 
27,  1858.  Washington,  born  Aug.  22,  i860,  re- 
sides .in  New  York.  Harriet  D.,  born  Dec.  27, 
1863,  married  Robert  Jacob,  and  resides  in  New 
York;  she  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  Frank 
L.  V.,  born  Oct.  7,  1866,  resides  in  New  York. 

Dr.  Hoppin,  like  his  older  brother,  was  liber- 


ally educated,  preparing  for  the  medical  profession, 
and  was  for  some  years  associated  in  the  practice 
in  Providence  with  Dr.  Ira  Barrows.  He  died 
April  I,  1867,  at  the  early  age  of  forty  years. 

(VH)  Augustus  Hoppin,  son  of  Thomas  C., 
born  July  13,  1828,  died  at  Flushing,  L.  I.,  April 
I,  1896.  Mr.  Hoppin  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1848.  Like  an  older  brother  he  had 
taste  and  talent  for  art,  and  although  he  was  pre- 
pared for  the  law  and  for  a time  practiced  that 
profession  he  abandoned  it  for  the  more  congenial 
one  of  art.  He  passed  two  years  in  the  middle 
fifties  in  study  and  observation  abroad,  and  re- 
turning to  this  country  soon  gained  a high  repu- 
tation as  an  illustrator  of  books.  Later  on  he 
was  again  in  Europe,  and  on  his  return  began  the 
publication  of  a series  of  illustrated  sketch-books. 
However,  he  had  previously,  in  1864,  made  his  first 
publication.  He  was  the  author  of  a number  of 
books. 

(VH)  CoURTLAND  HoPPIN,  M.  D.,  SOU  of 
Thomas  C.-,  born  Sept.  5,  1834,  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  married  in  November,  1863,  Mary  Frances 
Clark,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  Clark,  of  Boston, 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Eleanor  died  young;  Sarah  D.,  born  Feb.  2,  1867, 
married  Allerton  Cushman  and  resides  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ; Joseph  C.,  born  May  23,  1870,  mar- 
ried Dorothy  Rockhill,  daughter  of  William  Rock- 
hill,  minister  to  China,  and  resides  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  (he  has  one  son,  Courtland)  ; Agnes  died 
Feb.  27,  1898,  aged  twenty-three;  Thomas  C.  died 
young. 

In  boyhood  Courtland  Hoppin  attended  the 
University  Grammar  School  in  his  home  city, 
where  he  was  prepared  for  college.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Brown  L'niversity  in  1855.  He  pursued 
his  medical  studies  in  the  office  of  Drs.  Ira  Bar- 
rows  and  Washington  Hoppin,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  the  spring  of  i860.  “He  was 
singularly  fitted  for  ministering  to  the  sick 
and  the  suffering.  His  perceptions  were  quick 
and  his  judgments  sound,  his  sympathies  were  ac- 
tive and  his  manners  exceedingly  kindly,  and  though 
his  career  was  so  brief  he  attained  a large  prac- 
tice and  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  a physician.” 

Dr.  Hoppin  died  at  Providence,  Oct.  19,  1876, 
and  the  Providence  Journal  of  Oct.  23d  of  that 
year  editorially  remarked : “Dr.  Hoppin  was  a man 
greatly  and  deservedly  beloved.  Of  genial  man- 
ners, accomplished  and  skillful  in  his  profession, 
overflowing  with  kindness,  he  had  endeared  him- 
self to  many  friends,  and  his  death,  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-two,  is  not  only  a private  affliction, 
but  a loss  to  the  community  m which  he  was  so 
well  known  and  appreciated.” 

(VHI)  William  Anthony  Hoppin,  son  of 
Judge  Francis  Edwin  Hoppin,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence June  22,  1844,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high 
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school.  After  leaving’  school  he  was  employed  in 
the  office  of  C.  & S.  Harris,  manufacturers,  where 
he  remained  until  July,  1864,  when  he  entered  the 
Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  as  clerk,  be- 
coming treasurer  and  executive  officer  in  1883, 
and  so  continuing  until  October,  1899,  when  he 
resigned.  Most  of  his  time  since  has  been  spent 
in  travel  visiting  European  countries.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Hope  Club,  and  a member  of  the 
New  York  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  succeeding 
his  uncle,  the  original  member  being  Gov.  William 
Jones,  great-grandfather  of  William  A.  Hoppin. 

Mr.  Hoppin  was  married  in  1868  to  Virginia, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Wheaton,  of  Providence,  and 
two  children  were  born  to  them:  (i)  Francis 
Edwin  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  (2)  Ed- 
ward Wheaton  married  Kate  H.  A.  Heiser,  and 
died  in  Providence,  May  4,  1895,  aged  twenty-four 
years. 

HAWES.  For  generations,  since  the  early 
Colonial  period,  the  Hawes  family  has  been  of 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  from  which  town  came  the 
Providence  family  under  consideration — that  of  the 
late  Dr.  Amos  Bradish  Hawes,  for  so  many  years 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  skilful  dentists  of 
the  city  of  Providence,  where  the  greater  part  of 
his  nearly  four  score  years  was  passed. 
It  is  with  the  ancestry  of  his  family 
and  his  descendants  that  this  article  deals. 
There  follow’s  in  chronological  order  the 
Hawes  lineage,  the  generations  being  designated 
by  Roman  numerals. 

A little  couplet  relating  to  the  name  of  Hawes 
runs  as  follows : 

Thy  name  is  not  of  German  born, 

But  of  the  fragrant  English  thorn. 

A haw  or  hay  was  nothing  but  a hedge.  Of- 
simple  root,  the  forms  now  most  common  are  Hay, 
Hayes,  Haighs  and  Hawes.  The  Arms  of  the 
family  are  thus  described : “He  beareth  azure ; a 
fess  wavy  between  three  lions  passant.  Or,  armed 
and  langued.  Gules.”  This  description  is  of  the 
coat  of  arms  of  John  Hawes,  or  Hawys,  of  Lon- 
don, a descendant  of  William  Hawys,  of  Walsham 
of  the  Willows  in  Suffolk,  which  William  was 
seized  of  lands  there  in  the  time  of  Edward  III. 

(I)  Edward  Hawes,  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  born 
probably  about  1620,  died  in  1686.  On  April  15, 
1648,  he  married  Eliony  Lombard,  and  their  chil- 
dren were : Lydia,  born  Jan.  26,  1649  i Mary,  Nov. 
4,  1650;  Daniel,  Feb.  10,  1653;  Hannah,  Feb.  i, 
1655;  John,  Dec.  17,  1656;  Nathaniel,  Aug.  14, 
1660;  Abigail,  Oct.  2,  1662;  Joseph,  Aug.  9,  1664; 
and  Deborah,  Sept,  i,  1666. 

(II)  Daniel  Hawes,  son  of  Edward,  born  Feb. 
10,  1653,  married  (first)  Jan.  23,  1678,  Abiel  Gay, 
born  April  23,  1649,  daughter  of  John  and  Jeanna 
Gay.  She  died  June  17,  1718.  His  second  wife’s 
name  was  Bridget.  Mr.  Hawes  lived  in  Wren- 


tham, Mass.,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  hus- 
bandman. He  died  March  16,  1738.  Bridget,  his 
widow,  married  April  24,  1739,  William  Man.  She 
died  Jan.  i,  1747.  His  children  born  to  the  first 
marriage  were:  Mary,  born  Sept.  17,  1679;  Abi- 
gail, Nov.  15,  1781;  Daniel,  March  30,  1684;  Jo- 
siah,  April  6,  1686;  Hezekiah,  Nov.  22,  1688; 
Ruth,  July  9,  1691  ; and  Benjamin,  March  14,  1696. 

(III)  Daniel  Hawes  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born 
March  30,  1684,  married  (first)  Dec.  20,  1710, 
Beriah  Man,  born  March  30,  1687,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Esther  (Ware)  Man.  She  died  Feb. 
28,  1734,  and  he  married  (second)  Dec.  2,  1734, 
Jane  Ware,  widow  of  Michael,  and  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Hawes)  Wight.  She  was 
born  Sept.  6,  1688,  and  died  April  26,  1754.  Mr. 
Haw'es  married  (third)  Dec.  ii,  1754,  Hannah 
Fisher.  He  lived  in  Wrentham,  Mass.  His  death 
occurred  Jan.  15,  1763.  The  children  born  to 
Daniel  and  Beriah  were : Daniel,  born  Oct.  24, 
1711;  Samuel,  Jan.  7,  1712;  Peletiah,  Oct.  8,  1714; 
Moses,  Aug.  28,  1716;  Aaron,  April  13,  1718; 
Ichabod,  Sept.  12,  1720;  Timothy,  June  21,  1722; 
Beriah  (son),  March  20,  1724;  Josiah,  March  20, 
.1724;  Mary,  Feb.  ii,  1726;  and  Joseph,  March  21, 
1728. 

(IV)  Samuel  Haw’es,  son  of  Daniel  and  Beriah, 
born  Jan.  7,  1712,  married  Dec.  17,  1741,  Priscilla 
Ruggles,  and  they  lived  in  Wrentham,  Mass.  Both 
died,  it  appears  from  their  gravestones  in  the  West 
Wrentham  Burial  Ground,  on  the  same  day.  “In 
memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hawes  & Priscilla  his  wife 
who  died  October  ye  5th  1795.  Samuel  in  ye  83d  year 
of  his  age,  and  Priscilla  in  ye  72nd  year  of  her 
age.”  Their  children  w^ere : Samuel,  born  Nov. 
5,  1743;  John,  Dec.  8,  1745;  Lois,  April  6,  1748; 
Elisha,  June  i,  1750:  Jabez,  Oct.  20,  1755;  David, 
Aug.  4,  1758;  and  Chloe. 

(V)  Samuel  Hawes,  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and 
Priscilla  (Ruggles)  Hawes,  was  born  in  Wren- 
tham, Nov.  5,  1743.  He  married  Polly  Moore,  and 
ten  children  came  to  bless  their  union,  namely ; 
Samuel ; Mary,  who  married  Amory  Cook ; Sarah, 
who  married  Pliny  Ray ; Eliab ; Mehitable,  who 
married  Albert  Ware;  Melita ; Levi;  Amos  Brad- 
ish ; Arnold  C.,  who  at  first  worked  as  a machinist, 
and  then  studied  dentistry,  a profession  he  prac- 
tised in  Providence,  and  he  died  at  Noroton,  Conn., 
April  7,  1895 ; and  Eleanor,  who  married  Ellis 
Norcross. 

(VI)  Dr.  Amos  Bradish  Haw'es,  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Polly  (Moore)  Hawes,  was  born  at  West 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  May  15,  1811,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Providence,  R.  L,  Dec.  ii,  1890.  Be- 
tween these  two  dates  intervened  more  than  a half 
century’s  successful  practice  of  dentistry  in  Provi- 
dence, where  he  was  long  one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
profession.  In  his  early  life  he  had  worked  with 
his  brother  Arnold  C.,  as  a machinist  in  the  mills 
at  Lonsdale,  R.  L,  but  like  his  brother  was  deter- 
mined to  enter  professional  life.  Being  of  a me- 
chanical turn  of  mind  it  was  but  natural  that  he 
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should  excel  particularly  in  the  mechanical  lines 
of  his  work.  At  the  time  he  moved  from  the  old 
office  to  a new  one  his  door  plate  had  been  on  the 
door  for  fifty  years. 

Dr.  Hawes  was  greatly  interested  in  Masonry. 
He  was  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  and  had 
attained  the  thirty-second  degree.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  was  a Unitarian. 

On  Sept.  1 8,  1853,  Dr.  Hawes  was  married  at 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary  H.  Wardlow,  daughter 
of  James  Wardlow.  She  was  born  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  L,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Providence,  Jan. 
17,  1905,  when  she  was  in  her  seventy-eighth  year. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Dr.  and  Airs.  Hawes, 
as  follows:  Lyslie  Aloore,  born  June  9,  1855,  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead,  428  Pine  street.  Provi- 
dence; Lewis  Clinton,  born  Nov.  12,  1857,  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Providence  and  at  Lapham 
Institute,  Scituate,  R.  L,  and  now  a successful 
ranchman  at  Ford,  Kans.,  where  he  has  a 2,500 
acre  ranch,  married  Lutie  AI.  Dempsey,  and  has 
two  children,  Amos  Wardlow  and  Alary  Wyn- 
thorpe ; and  Earl  Palmer,  born  June  i,  i860. 

(\TI)  Earl  Palmer  Hawes,  D.  D.  S.,  AI.  D., 
son  of  Dr.  Amos  Bradish  Hawes,  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  June  i,  i860.  His  early  train- 
ing was  received  in  the  public  schools.  Having 
determined  to  follow  his  father’s  profession,  he 
took  up  the  study  of  dentistry  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  1881,  with  the  degree 
of  D.  D.  S.,  and  in  1883  he  received  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  During  his  vacations  he  had  assisted  his 
father  in  his  practice,  and  in  1883  he  began  practice 
with  his  father,  and  finally  succeeded  him. 

While  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Dr. 
Hawes  was  a member  of  the  Chi  Phi  fraternity. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Dental  So- 
ciety and  the  National  Dental  Association.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club, 
the  Unitarian  Club  and  the  Central  Club. 

Dr.  Hawes  married  Alary  Lilias  Pearce,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Pearce,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  New  England.  The  only 
child  of  this  union,  Geoffrey  Weed,  born  June  24, 
1889,  died  Jan.  23,  1905. 

SAYLES  (Pawtucket  family).  For  two  and 
a half  centuries  and  more — since  approximately 
1645,  less  than  a decade  from  the  founding  of 
the  Providence  Plantations — the  family  bearing  this 
name  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
early  Colony  and  later  Commonwealth  of  Rhode 
Island,  industrious  and  honored  farmers,  and  in 
religious  conviction  some  Friends  and  others  of 
the  Baptist  denomination,  characterizing  the  earlier 
generations  which  figured  prominently  in  public 
affairs,  while  later  ones  have  been  conspicuous  in 
industrial  lines. 

This  article,  however,  is  not  to  deal  with  the 
Sayles  family  in  general,  but  is  confined  to  the 
Pawtucket  branch  which  for  sixty  years  has  played 


so  conspicuous  a part  in  originating  and  developing 
the  industrial  life  of  that  great  manufacturing  center. 
Reference  is  made  especially  to  the  Sayles  brothers, 
the  late  Hon.  William  Francis  and  Hon.  Frederic 
Clark  Sayles,  broad-minded  and  progressive  citi- 
zens, of  high  character  and  noble  impulses,  capable, 
keen,  far-sighted  and  successful  business  men, 
whose  achievements  in  promoting  and  developing 
extensive  manufacturing  plants,  some  being  the 
greatest  in  their  line  in  this  country  if  not  in  the 
world,  are  hardly  second  to  their  useful  citizenship, 
to  their  liberality  in  public  benefactions,  their 
handsome  memorials  which  not  only  grace  and 
beautify  the  cities  in  which  they  stand,  but  in  their 
utility  educate.  It  is  with  the  lives  of  these  men, 
their  usefulness  in  society,  their  achievements  in 
business  and  their  antecedents  and  posterity  this 
article  deals.  The  late  Clark  Sayles,  father  of 
these  Sayles  brothers,  too,  was  a man  of  similar 
type  and  mould,  one  of  high  ideal  and  purpose,  the 
reward  of  which  was  position  and  success.  Air. 
Sayles  being  for  years  a master  builder,  lumber 
merchant  and  bank  president.  Then  follow  the 
sons  of  the  Sayles  brothers,  who  to-day  are  active 
in  the  social  and  business  life  of  their  communities, 
one  of  whom,  Air.  Frank  A.  Sayles,  son  of  William 
F.,  is  now  the  controlling  owner  in  several  of  the 
corporations  as  well  as  the  extensive  bleacheries 
either  projected  by  or  the  outgrowth  of  the  indus- 
tries of  the  Sayles  brothers.  Frederic  C.  Sayles, 
son  of  Hon.  Frederic  C.,  is  a resident  of  Providence, 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Baltic  Mills 
Company,  Baltic,  Conn. ; another  son,  Robert  W., 
is  secretary  of  the  same  company  and  a resident  of' 
Norwich  in  that  State. 

Beginning  with  John  Sayles,  the  earliest  known 
American  ancestor  of  this  Pawtucket  branch  of  the 
Sayles  family,  the  lineage  of  the  Sayles  brothers, 
the  late  William  F.  and  Hon.  Frederic  C.,  is  through 
John  Sayles  (2),  Richard  Sayles,  Israel  Sayles, 
Ahab  Sayles  and  Clark  Sayles,  the  earlier  genera- 
tions being  residents  of  Providence  and  of  later 
towns  created  from  Providence  territory,  and  later 
generations  of  Pawtucket.  These  several  genera- 
tions of  the  Sayles  family  became  allied  by  mar- 
riage, or  were  otherwise  connected,  with  the  first 
families  of  the  early  Colony  and  later  Common- 
wealth, with  the  founders  of  Rhode  Island,  those 
holding  most  sacred  and  dear  religious  liberty, 
among  others  Roger  Williams,  the  “apostle  of  lib- 
erty,” directly  from  whom  the  posterity  of  the 
Sayles  brothers  descend  in  six  lines ; then  later  with 
the  Olneys,  the  Jenckes’s,  the  Phillipses,  the 
Alowrys,  the  Whipples,  the  Steeres,  and  so  on. 
This  lineage  somewhat  in  detail  follows,  the  Roman 
numerals  indicating  generations. 

(I)  John  Sayles,  who,  says  tradition,  came 
from  England,  in  1645,  is  of  record  at  Providence 
in  1651.  He  became  a freeman  in  1655.  He  sub- 
sequently held  various  public  offices.  He  was  town 
treasurer  and  was  a number  of  times  deputy  be- 
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ginning  with  1669.  He  was  a man  of  property, 
and  as  judged,  one  of  distinction.  He  married  in 
1650,  Mary,  daughter  of  Roger  and  Mary  Wil- 
liams. They  both  died  in  1681,  and  their  remains 
were  buried  in  the  Easton  burying  ground  in  Mid- 
dletown, R.  I.  Their  children  were : Mary,  born 
Jan.  II,  1652;  John,  born  Aug.  17,  1654;  Isabel; 
Phebe;  Eleanor  and  Catherine,  born  in  1671;  and 
possibly  Deborah. 

(II)  John  Sayles  (2),  born  Aug.  17,  1654, 
married  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  3,  1666,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Olney,  and  they  were  of  Providence.  Mr. 
Sayles  became  a freeman  in  1681,  and  was  twice 
deputy.  Mrs.  Sayles  died  in  1699,  and  he  passed 
away  in  1727;  both  were  buried  in  Providence. 
Their  children  were : Mary,  born  May  30,  1689 ; 
John,  born  Jan.  13,  1692;  Richard,  born  Oct.  24, 
1695;  Daniel,  born  Dec.  13,  1697;  and  Thomas, 
born  Feb.  9,  1699. 

(III)  Richard  Sayles,  born  Oct.  24,  1695, 
married  (first)  Nov.  24,  1720,  Mercy,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Mowry)  Phillips,  and  they 
were  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  of  which  town  he  was 
town  clerk  in  1731.  Mr.  Sayles  was  also  a sur- 
veyor and  laid  out  much  land  in  that  region  of 
country.  His  death  occurred  after  1775. 

(IV)  Israel  Sayles,  born  March  17,  1726, 
married  Marsa  Whipple,  and  they  resided  in  Glo- 
cester,  R.  I.  Their  children  were : Richard,  Esek, 
Elisha,  Christopher,  Royal,  Ahab,  Daniel,  Mary, 
Roba,  Rebecca  and  Mercy.  Israel  Sayles  was  not 
only  a well-to-do  farmer,  but  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  mechanical  genius.  For  a number  of  years 
he  was  president  of  the  town  council  of  Glocester, 
R.  I.  He,  too,  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
having  served  in  Captain  Hopkins’  company. 
Colonel  Lippitt’s  regiment,  in  1776,  and,  it  is  said, 
under  General  Sullivan. 

(V)  Ahab  Sayles,  born  Oct.  17,  1760,  married 
in  January,  1786,  Lillis,  born  Aug.  17,  1766,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Steere,  a good  representative  of  a 
worthy  old  Rhode  Island  family.  The  Sayles 
homestead  lands  were  situated  between  Pascoag 
and  Chepachet,  on  the  line  that  finally,  in  1806, 
divided  Burrillville  from  Glocester,  leaving  the 
family  mansion  in  Burrillville.  Mr.  Sayles  died 
April  17,  1849,  Mrs.  Sayles  passed  away  March 
9,  1854.  Their  children  were:  Azubah,  born  Dec. 
II,  1786;  Lucina,  born  Feb.  5,  1789;  Mercy,  born 
April  13,  1792;  Nicholas,  born  Sept.  18,  1794; 
Clark,  born  May  18,  1797;  Welcome,  born  April 
22,  1800;  Lillis,  born  Feb.  23,  1805;  and  Miranda, 
born  May  22,  1812. 

(VI)  Clark  Sayles,  born  May  18,  1797,  in 
what  was  then  Glocester,  now  Burrillville,  R.  I., 
married  Dec.  25,  1822,  Mary  Ann  Olney,  born  in 
1803,  daughter  of  Paris  and  Marcy  (Winsor)  Ol- 
ney, and  a descendant  of  Thomas  Olney,  a native  of 
Hertford,  Hertfordshire,  England,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  ship  “Planter,”  stopping  first  at 
Salem,  Mass.,  but  who  later  was  one  of  the  found- 


ers of  Providence  with  Roger  Williams.  Mr.  Olney 
was  one  of  the  original  thirteen  proprietors  of 
Providence ; from  him  Mrs.  Sayles’s  descent  is 
through  Epenetus  and  wife,  a Whipple ; Epenetus 
(2)  and  Mary  (Williams)  ; James  and  Hannah 
(Winsor)  ; Emor  and  Amey  (Hopkins)  ; and  Paris 
and  Marcy  (Winsor)  Olney. 

Mr.  Sayles  was  educated  at  home  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  common  schools,  and  both  at  home  and 
in  the  Chepachet  Library  he  found  and  eagerly 
read  instructive  books,  not  missing  a “Library 
Day”  for  many  years,  as  asserted  by  the  librarian. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Elias  Carter,  a master  builder  in  Thompson, 
Conn.,  for  whom  he  worked  there,  and  later  in 
the  State  of  Georgia  where  he  assisted  in  con- 
structing the  courthouse  in  Burke  County.  On  his 
return  to  New  England  he  assisted  in  building  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Milford,  Mass.  Finally 
he  entered  into  business  for  himself  as  a master 
builder,  erected  a dwelling-house  for  his  brother, 
Nicholas  Sayles,  and  again  went  to  Georgia,  where 
he  constructed  dwellings  for  planters  and  completed 
a large  hotel  building  at  Waynesboro.  Returning 
from  the  South  he  built  the  meeting-house  at 
Greenville,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  Rhode 
Island. 

Mr.  Sayles  removed  to  Pawtucket  in  the  spring 
of  1822,  where  he  followed  his  occupation  as  a 
master  builder.  He  erected  numerous  dwellings 
for  Mr.  David  Wilkinson ; inserted  a middle  sec- 
tion in  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Baptist  So- 
ciety; planned  and  built  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Pawtucket  in  1828 ; erected  a church 
edifice  in  North  Scituate,  and  also  one  in  North 
Attleboro,  Mass.  During  all  this  time,  too,  Mr. 
Sayles  was  engaged  in  the  coal  and  lumber  trade, 
being  the  first  man  to  introduce  coal  into  Paw- 
tucket by  vessels.  He  associated  with  himself  in 
business  Mr.  Daniel  Greene,  and  in  the  great  finan- 
cial panic  of  1829,  the  firm  of  Clark  Sayles  & Co. 
assumed  to  a great  disadvantage,  as  the  result 
proved,  the  business  interests  previously  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Greene,  who  had  failed. 

In  1837,  closing  most  of  his  large  business 
relations  in  Pawtucket,  Mr.  Sayles  again  went 
South  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  lumber  business 
for  the  firm  of  which  he  was  the  head,  and  also 
as  agent  of  another  company,  operating  steam 
sawmills,  one  on  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Altamaha  river,  and  one  on  the  Savannah  river, 
opposite  the  city  of  Savannah.  After  remaining  in 
the  South  in  the  lumber  business  for  about  twenty 
years  he  returned  to  Pawtucket.  Not  entering 
again  largely  into  business  for  himself,  he  assisted 
his  sons,  William  F.  and  Frederic  C.,  in  purchasing 
material  and  in  constructing  additional  buildings 
to  their  extensive  Moshassuck  Bleachery,  in  the 
town  of  Lincoln,  R.  I.  He  was  also  the  general 
superintendent  in  the  erection  of  the  beautiful 
memorial  chapel  at  Saylesville,  near  the  bleachery. 
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For  seventeen  years  Mr.  Sayles  was  president 
of  the  New  Eng^land  Pacific  Bank,  succeeding  in 
that  office  the  Rev.  Asa  Messer,  D.  D.,  President 
of  Brown  University.  In  a trying  period  “by  most 
remarkably  skillful  financiering”  he  brought  the 
bank  safely  through  all  of  its  difficulties. 

“]\fr.  Sayles  was  a strong,  energetic,  independ- 
ent, faithful,  incorruptible  man.”  He  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  in  1832.  He  took  an 
active  and  efficient  part  in  temperance,  anti-slavery, 
educational  and  moral  reform.  Few  men  have  been 
more  esteemed,  trusted  and  honored  than  he.  His 
political  affiliations  were  with  the  old  Whig  party, 
then  with  the  Republican.  He  was  a man  of 
pleasing  personality.  His  pleasant,  dignified 
countenance,  and  his  erect  form  indicated  the  in- 
herent and  cultivated  nobility  of  his  nature.  He 
was  affable  and  kind,  sympathetic,  decided  and 
persevering. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sayles  were  born  five  children, 
of  whom  only  two,  William  Francis  and  Frederic 
Clark,  grew  to  mature  years.  Mr.  Sayles  died  at 
his  home  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Feb.  8,  1885,  in  the 
eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

(VII)  Frederic  Clark  Sayles,  son  of  Clark 
and  Mary  Ann  (Olney)  Sayles,  was  born  July 
17,  1835,  in  the  family  mansion,  on  what  is  now 
East  avenue,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  In  his  boyhood  and 
youth  he  was  favored  with  unusual  home  advan- 
tages, and  while  a lad  was  notably  ambitious  in  his 
studies.  For  about  five  years,  beginning  near  1840, 
he  spent  his  winters  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  his 
father  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  lumber  trade. 
While  in  that  city  he  attended  the  best  schools, 
and  had  as  a classmate  Charles  H.  Ormstead,  the 
after  famous  Colonel  of  Confederate  forces  in 
Forts  Pulaski  and  Wagner ; and  he  remembered 
with  a feeling  of  just  pride  that  the  Yankee  boy 
from  Rhode  Island  bore  off  the  premium  of  the 
school  for  good  scholarship.  On  his  return  from 
the  South  he  attended  the  schools  at  Pawtucket, 
the  University  Grammar  School  of  Providence,  and 
was  graduated  with  honor  in  1853  from  the  Provi- 
dence Conference  Seminary  of  East  Greenwich. 
In  July  following,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  com- 
menced his  business  career  in  his  brother’s  (Wil- 
liam F.  Sayles)  Moshassuck  Bleachery  at  Sayles- 
ville.  Resolved  upon  success  in  business,  so  far 
as  knowledge  and  faithfulness  might  assure  it,  he 
made  a thorough  study  of  all  the  mechanism  and 
operations  of  the  large  establishment,  diligently  en- 
gaging in  every  department  of  the  work  with  a 
view  to  its  mastery.  Thus  with  rigid  application 
and  fidelity  he  labored  for  ten  years,  when  Jan. 
I,  1863,  he  was  received  by  his  brother  as  a partner 
in  the  extensive  and  constantly  expanding  business. 
From  that  date  until  after  the  death  of  his  brother, 
William  F.  Sayles,  the  Moshassuck  Bleachery  was 
conducted  by  the  firm  of  W.  F.  & F.  C.  Sayles, 
the  former  looking  after  the  finances,  the  contracts 
and  outside  management,  Frederic  C.  giving  his 


special  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  local  affairs 
and  the  details  of  the  establishment. 

The  Sayles  Bleacheries  are  probably  the  largest 
of  their  kind  in  the  world.  In  1868  the  business  had 
increased  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  make  a decided  enlargement,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  erection  of  the  new  bleachery, 
so  called.  Mr.  F.  C.  Sayles  made  the  plans  and  had 
the  entire  supervision  of  this  work.  The  finishing 
of  lawns  and  nainsooks,  the  finer  class  of  cotton 
goods,  had  never  been  attempted  in  this  country 
until  taken  hold  of  by  Mr.  Sayles  as  a separate 
branch  of  the  business  at  the  new  bleachery. 

The  Glenlyon  Dye  Works  and  the  Lorraine 
Worsted  Mills  were  both  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Frederic  C.  Sayles.  The  very  best  skilled 
foremen  for  eadh  department  were  engaged  from 
abroad  by  him  before  any  movement  was  made  to 
build  the  works,  so  that  success  was  assured  from 
the  beginning. 

These  various  enterprises  have  become  leading 
industries  of  New  England,  and  at  the  present  time 
afford  employment  to  nearly  4,000  people  of  Sayles- 
ville  and  Pawtucket.  The  village  of  Saylesville, 
with  its  beautiful  memorial  church,  its  railroads, 
its  well-kept  houses  and  streets,  owes  its  growth 
and  development  to  the  energy,  good  taste  and 
public  spirit  of  the  Sayles  brothers,  and  is  a 
lasting  monument  to  their  liberality. 

The  various  properties  that  W.  F.  & F.  C. 
Sayles  successfully  projected  and  developed  were 
re-organized  into  three  separate  companies,  after 
the  death  of  the  former.  Frank  A.  Sayles,  son  of 
W.  F.  Sayles,  inherited  his  father’s  interests  in  the 
bleacheries.  In  1896  arrangements  were  finally 
consummated  by  which  he  (Frank  A.  Sayles)  pur- 
chased his  uncle’s  interest  in  the  bleachery  property, 
the  Glenlyon  Dye  Works,  the  Lorraine  Mills  and 
the  Crefeld  Mills  at  Westerly.  Frederic  G.  Sayles 
in  1900  organized  the  Baltic  Mills  Company  at 
Baltic,  Conn.,  and  erected  one  of  the  handsomest 
mill  properties  in  New  England.  He  became  presi- 
dent of  the  company  at  its  organization,  and  so 
continued  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Sayles  traveled  extensively  in  Europe 
visiting  all  the  principal  cities  in  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  France,  Germany,  Austria,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Russia,  Norway,  Switzerland,  Sweden, 
Denmark  and  Italy,  and  on  this  continent  has  been 
to  Mexico  and  the  Pacific  Coast.  When  the  city 
charter  was  adopted  in  1885,  the  eyes  of  many  of 
the  best  men  of  Pawtucket  turned  toward  Frederic 
Clark  Sayles  as  a fitting  representative  of  the 
dignity,  the  business  interests,  and  honorable  tra- 
ditions of  the  municipality.  Mr.  Sayles  consented 
to  acce'pt  the  important  trust,  and  the  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  electors  indorsed  the  wisdom  of  his 
nomination. 

The  first  year  of  Mayor  Sayles’s  administration 
witnessed  a rapid  increase  in  the  business  and 
population  of  Pawtucket.  “Few  communities,” 
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said  Mayor  Sayles,  in  his  inaugural  address,  “have 
contributed  more  to  the  success  and  prosperity  of 
our  common  country  in  its  industrial  pursuits  than 
has  ours,  and  when  I reflect  upon  the  interest, 
events  and  incidents  which  have  entered  into  our 
history  as  a people,  I am  proud  of  the  distinction 
of  being  not  only  a citizen,  but  a native  of  Paw- 
tucket.” 

So  well  satisfied  were  the  people  of  Pawtucket 
with  Mayor  Sayles  that  he  was  re-elected  at  the 
close  of  1886.  An  important  municipal  achieve- 
ment of  his  second  year’s  administration  was  the 
completion  of  the  Diamond  Hill  reservoir.  Mr. 
Sayles  declined  a renomination  for  a third  term. 
He  regarded  his  work  in  the  mayoralty  as  com- 
pleted. The  foundations  of  the  city  were  laid  fast 
and  secure,  and  he  was  ready  to  leave  to  other 
hands  the  maintenance  and  continuance  of  the  im- 
portant tasks,  over  whose  inception  he  had  pre- 
sided. The  acceptance  of  the  mayoralty  had  been 
no  light  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Sayles,  whose 
business  interests  imposed  an  imperative  tax  on 
his  time.  Besides  his  interests  in  the  Sayles  bleach- 
eries,  Mr.  Sayles  was  connected  with  various  inter- 
ests and  enterprises,  being  honored  with  offices 
in  many  of  them,  and  his  counsel  and  advice  con- 
tributed in  no  small  degree  to  their  success  and 
prosperity.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Business  Men’s  Association,  and  served  four 
years  in  that  capacity,  a period  of  activity  and  use- 
fulness which  had  a marked  influence,  and  was  a 
factor  in  the  growth  of  the  city. 

By  the  special  encouragement  and  aid  of  the 
Sayles  brothers,  W.  F.  & F.  C.,  there  was  organized 
in  Saylesville  June  2,  1880,  the  Memorial  Chapel 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  twenty-five  con- 
stituent members.  During  1886  the  Sabbath-school 
held  there  registered  186  members.  At  the  hands 
of  the  Sayles  brothers  public  enterprises  and 
benevolent  causes  always  met  with  hearty  en- 
couragement and  generous  support. 

Mr.  Sayles  not  only  encouraged  but  pecuniarily 
aided  every  effort  in  behalf  of  temperance,  educa- 
tion and  religious  welfare.  On  June  8,  1898,  Mr. 
Sayles  offered  to  the  city  of  Pawtucket  a public 
library  building,  to  be  erected  as  a memorial  to 
his  wife,  and  the  handsome  building  but  recently 
dedicated — a monument  to  Mr.  Sayles’s  generosity 
— is  the  result. 

Of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Sayles  and  Deborah 
Cook  Wilcox,  Oct.  16,  1861,  there  were  born  five 
children,  namely;  Caroline  Minerva,  born  Jan.  16, 
1866,  married  (first)  Frederic  William  Holls,  of 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  who  died  July  28,  1904,  and  she  mar- 
ried (second)  Oct.  2,  1906,  Albert  Percival  Chitten- 
den; Frederic  Clark,  born  Aug.  21,  1868;  Benjamin 
Paris,  born  Oct.  31,  1871,  died  May  30,  1873; 
Robert  Wilcox,  born  Jan.  29,  1878;  and  Deborah 
Wilcox,  born  Nov.  17,  1880,  was  married  June  14, 
1905,  to  Rev.  Fred  Burnett  Hill.  Mrs.  Frederic 
Clark  Sayles  died  Nov.  25,  1895.  The  fine  family 


residence  of  Mr.  Sayles,  built  in  1868,  with  its 
large  and  tastefully  arranged  grounds,  graces  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  heights  south  of  Pawtucket, 
which  it  overlooks,  and  is  on  the  east  side  of  East 
Avenue,  near  the  line  of  Providence.  The  estate 
is  known  as  Bryn  Mawr. 

Some  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death,  Mr. 
Sayles  went  into  the  stock  raising  business  purely 
from  his  love  of  horses.  The  finely  appointed 
Mariposa  Farm,  owned  by  him  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  is  situated  about  three  miles  from  Paw- 
tucket, and  embraces  several  hundred  acres  on 
both  sides  of  the  road  leading  to  Limerock  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Butterfly  Factory.  It  is  a 
picturesque  spot,  as  picturesque  as  any  in  the  State, 
one  might  say  as  any  in  New  England.  At  Mari- 
posa, Mr.  Sayles  assembled  the  greatest  galaxy  of 
fast  trotting  mares  and  dams  of  trotters  of  speed 
that  has  ever  been  brought  together  under  one 
ownership.  The  first  purchase  by  Mr.  Sayles  upon 
embarking  in  the  business  was  the  famous  Palo 
Alto  stallion,  Campbell’s  Electioneer.  Mr.  Sayles 
also  secured  later  the  son  of  Campbell’s  Electioneer, 
Symvoleer,  whose  record  of  2:11  as  a 2-year  old 
was  the  best  made  in  its  time.  Other  noted  horses 
at  the  farm  included  Sable  Wilkes,  Consuelo  S., 
Wiseburn,  Handspring  and  Alix,  queen  of  the 
turf. 

Mr.  Sayles,  at  great  expense,  brought  together 
probably  the  most  splendid  collection  of  great 
brood  mares  that  ever  was  in  the  possession  of 
one  owner  in  the  world,  and  horsemen  from  far 
and  near  are  owners  of  the  numerous  colts  raised 
at  Mariposa.  For  several  years  some  of  the  Mari- 
posa stock  has  been  entered  at  the  horse  shows 
in  the  leading  cities,  where  it  has  been  conspicuous 
among  the  prize  winners.  He  reached  his  highest 
ambition  in  this  line  of  business,  and  during  the  last 
few  years  prior  to  his  decease  disposed  of  many  of 
his  horses. 

Mr.  Sayles  died  at  his  home  Bryn  Mawr,  on 
East  Avenue,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Jan.  5,  1903,  and 
his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  beautiful  Swan 
Point  Cemetery,  Providence.  Honored  in  life  his 
memory  was  accorded  the  highest  degree  of  respect 
in  death.  During  his  funeral  the  flags  on  public 
staffs  and  on  many  private  residences  were  placed 
at  half-mast,  and  bore  silent  evidence  of  the  regard 
in  which  the  deceased  was  held.  A \Vorthy  repre- 
sentation of  the  official,  business  and  professional 
activity  of  the  city  and  State  gathered  at  the  resi- 
dence, Bryn  Mawr,  where  the  funeral  services  were 
held.  The  Rev.  Edward  C.  Moore,  D.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology  at  Harvard^  University,  former 
pastor  of  Central  Congregational  Church,  Provi- 
dence, of  which  the  deceased  was  a member,  paid 
a brilliant  tribute  to  his  many  fine  qualities. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Sayles,  the  Providence 
Daily  Journal  of  Jan.  6,  1903,  said  editorially : “By 
the  death  of  Frederic  Clark  Sayles,  Pawtucket  has 
lost  a citizen  of  broad  spirit,  philanthropic  impulse 
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and  large  i:sefulness.  Gifted  with  business  acumen 
of  a high  order,  Mr.  Sayles  employed  it  with  suc- 
cess that  redounded  in  full  measure  to  the  industrial 
prosperity  of  the  communities  in  which  his  activities 
w'ere  displayed.  The  enterprises  in  which  he  was 
engaged  were  large  and  successful,  and  in  other 
than  in  manufacturing  circles  he  exercised  a com- 
manding force.  His  time  and  means  were  given 
in  many  ways  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  the 
most  noteworthy  instance  of  which  is  fresh  in  the 
public  mind,  the  gift  to  the  city  of  Pawtucket  of 
the  noble  Deborah  Cook  Sayles  Memorial  Library, 
which  was  formally  dedicated  and  officially  turned 
over  to  the  city  last  fall.  In  the  civic  life  of  Paw- 
tucket Mr.  Sayles  bore  a conspicuous  part,  being 
its  first  mayor,  and  his  official  course  was  guided 
by  high  standards.” 

(VIII)  Frederic  Clark  Sayles,  of  the  eighth 
generation,  was  born  Aug.  21,  1868,  in  Pawtucket, 
and  was  prepared  for  Amherst  College  at  the 
University  Grammar  School,  and  graduated  from 
Amherst  in  the  class  of  1890.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  manufacturing  business  in  the  lines  carried 
On  by  his  father.  He  is  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Baltic  Mills  Company,  with  mills  at 
Baltic,  Conn.,  manufacturers  of  high  class  cotton 
goods,  having  a large  and  increasing  business. 
Air.  Sayles  is  a director  in  the  Alerchants  National 
Bank,  succeeding  his  father  in  that  capacity. 
When  at  Amherst  he  was  a member  of  the  Chi  Psi 
fraternity. 

On  June  12,  1895,  Air.  Sayles  married  Mary 
Lamper  Kingman,  daughter  of  Barton  E.  King- 
man,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Helen  Kingman,  born  Aug.  23,  1896; 

Frederic  Clark,  Jr.,  Sept.  8,  1901;  and  Caroline 
Alden,  April  16,  1903. 

(VIII)  Robert  Wilcox  Sayles,  born  Jan.  29, 
1878,  prepared  for  Harvard  at  Andover  Academy, 
and  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1901.  He  is 
secretary  of  the  Baltic  Alills  Company,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Sayles  was  married,  June  i,  1904,  to  Ade- 
laide Kimball  Burton,  and  has  one  child,  Deborah 
Wilcox,  born  Feb.  23,  1906.  ’ 

GOFF.  The  name  Goff  has  an  historic  identity 
with  the  early  settling  of  New  England.  One 
Thomas  Goff,  a wealthy  merchant  of  London,  Eng- 
land, Matthew  Craddock,  John  Endicott,  Sir 
Richard  Saltonstall,  and  others,  were  among  the 
principal  actors  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  “By  mutual  agreement 
among  themselves  they  were  formed  into  a body 
politic  and  confirmed  or  rather  so  constituted  by 
the  royal  charter.”  The  first  governor  chosen  was 
Alatthew  Craddock,  the  first  deputy  governor 
Thomas  Goff,  both  of  whom  were  sworn  March 
23,  1628.  Edward  or  Edmund  Goff,  of  Cambridge, 
and  a proprietor  of  Watertown,  and  John  Goff,  of 


Newbury,  a proprietor,  were  other  pioneers  of  the 
name  in  New  England. 

The  vital  records  of  Rehoboth,  the  mother  town 
of  many  in  its  region,  both  in  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  begin  with  the  families  of  Richard, 
Samuel  and  Robert  Goff,  following  later  with  that 
of  William  Goff,  beginning  with  the  early  years 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  From  this  source  spring 
many  of  the  name  both  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  notably  the  late  Hon.  Darius  Goff,  of  Paw- 
tucket, perhaps  the  foremost  of  the  New  England 
manufacturers  of  the  fifty  years  closing  with  his 
death. 

(I)  Richard  Goff,  of  Barrington,  and  Alartha 
Toogood,  of  that  same  town,  were  married  July 
19,  1722,  and  their  children  of  Rehoboth  town 
record  were:  Sarah,  born  Oct.  19,  1723;  Joseph, 
Dec.  12,  1725:  Squire,  June  18,  1727;  Bethia,  Jan. 
31,  1729-30  : Rachel,  July  28,  1731;  Rebecca,  May 
II,  1733;  Dorothy,  Aug.  4,  1735;  and  Richard, 
July  31,  1741. 

(II)  Joseph  Goff,  son  of  Richard,  born  Dec.  12, 
1725,  married  Oct.  i,  1748,  Patience  Thurber,  and 
their  children,  of  Rehoboth  town  record,  were: 
Richard,  born  Feb.  21,  1749-50;  Sarah,  born  June 
19,  1751;  Patience,  June  20,  1753;  Huldah,  Feb. 
^9’  1755;  Experience,  April  27,  1759;  Dorcas, 
March  17,  1763;  Hannah,  Jan.  20,  1765;  Joseph, 
Nov.  8,  1771;  Alehetabel,  Oct.  20,  1773;  and  Re- 
becca, Jan.  29,  1776. 

Joseph  Goff  utilized  the  water-power  of  the 
village  tributary  to  Palmer’s  river  for  sawing  lum- 
ber and  other  mill  purposes  prior  to  the  year  1764, 
and  his  son  Richard,  and  the  latter’s  sons  Nelson 
and  Darius,  used,  the  same  stream  for  power  in 
their  manufacturing  projects  as  will  be  seen  fur- 
ther on. 

(III)  Lieut.  Richard  Goff,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Feb.  21,  1749-50,  married  June  ii,  1795,  Mehetabel, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Stephen  Bullock,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Richard,  born  Alarch  21,  1796;  Otis, 
Nov.  2,  1797;  Horatio,  Sept.  2,  1799;  Patience, 
Sept.  28,  1801;  Nelson,  May  5,  1804;  Darius,  May 
10,  1809;  and  Mary,  June  23,  1812. 

Richard  Goff,  prior  to  1776,  utilized  the  water- 
power of  the  village  tributary  to  Palmer’s  river, 
as  had  his  father  before  him,  in  the  operation  of 
a fulling-mill.  In  1790  he  established  at  Rehoboth 
a fulling  and  cloth-dressing  mill,  which  he  carried 
on  with  success  until  1821,  when  mills  of  that 
character  were  generally  supplanted  by  large  fac- 
tories, in  which  all  the  operations  of  manufacturing 
were  done  by  improved  methods  of  machinery. 
He,  associated  with  others,  built  the  third  cotton- 
mill  in  this  country.  Lieutenant  Goff  was  a com- 
missioned officer  in  the  militia,  and  his  commission 
bears  the  signature  of  John  Hancock.  Two  of 
his  sons.  Nelson  and  Darius  Goff,  were  both  en- 
gaged in  the  cotton  manufacturing  business  in 
Rehoboth,  succeeding  their  father.  They  operated 
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the  mill  of  the  Rehoboth  Union  Manufacturing  at  the  end  of  which  time,  in  1828,  he  became  a 


Company,  and  prior  to  1840  made  batting  and  wad- 
ding, operating  one  of  the  first  mills  of  its  class  in 
this  country. 

(IV)  Darius  Goff  (deceased),  Pawtucket. 
In  the  death  of  Darius  Goff,  who  may  properly 
be  styled  the  father  of  Pawtucket’s  modern  in- 
I dustrial  life,  that  city  lost  its  most  conspicuous 
manufacturer — one  whose  energy,  enterprise  and 
foresight  contributed  to  make  it  a city  of  vast 
manufactories ; and  the  country  at  large  lost  one 
of  its  foremost  manufacturers — such  a man  as 
prompted  the  Providence  Journal  in  noting  the 
event  to  say  editorially : “The  death  of  the  vener- 
able Darius  Goff  of  Pawtucket  removes  one  of  our 
most  prominent  business  men,  whose  inventive 
genius  no  less  than  his  business  capacity  had 
achieved  a distinguished  success  in  his  line  of 
manufacture  and  been  of  great  value  to  the  com- 
munity as  well  as  to  himself.”  And  it  has  been 
further  written  of  him  that  he  “was  without  doubt 
the  foremost  representative  of  the  distinguished 
manufacturers  of  New  England  'in  the  fifty  years 
just  prior  to  his  death,  gifted  with  mechanical  in- 
sight and  inventive  talent,  and  from  the  beginning 
to  the  close  of  his  business  career  he  labored  to 
open  untouched  fields  of  industrial  enterprise,  and 
by  reason  of  his  capacity  and  energy  and  his  suc- 
cess in  his  numerous  undertakings  created  perma- 
nently industries  of  great  national  importance  and 
left  a legacy  to  American  manufacturers  of  im- 
measurable value.” 

Born  May  10,  1809,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Mr. 
Goff  was  the  youngest  son  of  Lieut.  Richard  and 
Mehetabel  (Bullock)  Goff.  His  father  before  him 
was  a manufacturer  and  built  in  1790  a fulling  and 
dressing  mill,  equipping  it  with  the  best  machinery 
then  known.  An  earlier  custom  was  the  carding, 
spinning  and  weaving  of  woolen  cloth  in  private 
houses  and  by  hand.  Such  fabrics,  however,  were 
not  sufficiently  heavy  for  winter  wear,  and  it  was 
to  meet  this  want  that  Mr.  Goff  built  his  mill.  At 
an  early  age  Darius  Goff  became  an  assistant  to 
his  father  and  learned  thoroughly  the  early  pro- 
cesses of  preparing  woolen  cloth  for  use.  By  1821 
such  great  improvements  had  been  made  in  ma- 
chinery as  to  supersede  the  hand-loom  and  all  other 
hand  machinery  in  finishing  woolen  goods,  and 
the  business  was  discontinued  by  Mr.  Goff. 

The  elder  Goff  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
a mill  built  in  1808  by  the  Union  Cotton  Manu- 
facturing Company  for  making  cotton  yarn  and  he 
did  the  coloring  for  the  company.  Here  in  the 
coloring  department  and  in  the  variety  store  of 
the  company  young  Darius  passed  several  years. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  1826,  an  accident 
prevented  his  learning  the  woolen  business  with 
John  and  Jesse  Eddy,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  with 
whom  he  had  made  his  arrangements.  This  ac- 
cident disqualified  him  for  business  for  two  years. 


clerk  in  a grocery  store  in  Providence  and  was 
employed  in  this  line  for  some  six  years  with  Mr, 
William  Woodward  and  Mr.  Tillinghast  Almy, 
respectively,  the  latter  a grocer  and  provision 
dealer.  Returning  to  Rehoboth,  he  and  his  brother 
Nelson  purchased  the  Union  Cotton  Mill  and  com- 
menced in  1835  the  manufacture  of  cotton  batting, 
which  business  they  prosecuted  with  success.  Soon 
afterward  they  began  to  make  glazed  wadding, 
sizing  it  by  hand,  a sheet  at  a time,  on  a table 
covered  with  sheet  lead,  then  hanging  it  on  racks 
with  a common  lath  to  dry.  Finally  they  ‘con- 
ceived the  idea  of  making  it  in  a continuous  sheet 
and  after  experimenting  for  about  two  years  ac- 
complished the  object,  placing  the  cards  over  an 
endless  apron,  conveying  the  web  of  cotton  from 
each  doffer  of  the  cards  to  the  apron,  which  ran 
at  the  same  speed  with  the  surface  of  the  doffer, 
the  thickness  of  the  wadding  being  determined  by 
the  number  of  cards  operated.  This  plan  of  making 
wadding  is  now  universal.  Its  success  called  for 
a larger  mill ; this  not  being  obtainable  then  ex- 
periments were  made  to  color  the  continuous  sheets 
as  they  came  from  the  cards,  and  they  were,  after 
two  years  or  more,  successful.  A new  mill  was 
built,  about  two  hundred  feet  long,  and  the  old 
machinery  was  started  in  it  about  1842,  but  in  about 
a month  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a loss  of  over 
$6,000.  Mr.  E.  A.  Brown,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
soon  after  bought  out  the  interest  of  Nelson  Goff, 
and  a new  firm  was  formed,  Goff  & Brown,  who 
changed  the  business  to  the  manufacturing  of  car- 
pet warps  and  twine,  and  this  was  continued  under 
the  special  direction  of  Mr.  Brown  till  1868,  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved. 

As  early  as  1836  Mr.  Goff  had  given  special 
attention  to  the  business  of  buying  and  shipping 
cotton  waste  as  paper  stock.  This  material  hitherto 
had  literally  been  thrown  away.  In  this  new  busi- 
ness, in  1846,  he  formed  a co-partnership  with 
Mr.  George  Lawton,  of  Waltham,  Alass.,  and  com- 
menced dealing  in  waste  paper  stock  in  Boston,  on 
Gray’s  Wharf.  Mr.  Goff  came  to  Pawtucket  and 
in  1847  erected  a wadding-mill  near  the  railroad 
station.  It  was  run  by  a steam  engine,  the  cotton 
being  carded  in  the  white  state,  carried  through 
all  the  processes  of  coloring  and  sizing,  and  brought 
out  in  endless  sheets.  The  mill  was  burned  in 
1851,  but  was  at  once  rebuilt  on  a larger  scale. 
In  1859  the  partnership  of  Goff  & Lawton  was 
dissolved.  Air.  Lawton  taking  the  Boston  business 
in  paper  stock,  and  Mr.  Goff  taking  the  wadding- 
mill  in  Pawtucket.  Air.  Goff  then  united  with 
John  D.  Cranston  and  Stephen  Brownell,  of  Provi- 
dence, under  the  firm  name  of  Goff,  Cranston  & 
Brownell,  and  carried  on  a general  business  in 
paper  stock  and  wadding.  The  mill  was  burned 
in  1871  and  rebuilt  in  1872  in  larger  proportions 
and  with  more  perfect  machinery.  It  was  driven 
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by  a Corliss  engine  of  300  horse-power.  The  mill 
and  necessary  adjoining  buildings  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Goff’s  death  occupied  an  area  of  about  four 
acres.  There  were  then  about  two  hundred  cards 
run,  turning  out  an  average  of  about  seventy-five 
miles  of  yard-wide  wadding  per  day,  it  being 
twice  the  size  of  any  wadding  manufactory  in  the 
world. 

In  1878  the  two  companies,  Goff,  Cranston  & 
Brownell  and  the  Union  Wadding  Company — the 
latter  of  which,  though  previously  formed,  was 
chartered  in  1875  with  a capital  of  $300,000,  were 
merged  into  one  under  the  name  of  The  Union 
AVadding  Company,  a close  corporation.  The 
capital  stock  was  afterward  increased  to  $750,000, 
with  Darius  Goff,  president;  Lyman  B.  Goff,  treas- 
urer ; and  Henry  A.  Stearns,  superintendent,  the 
company  running  machinery  of  its  own  invention 
and  construction,  which  in  a large  measure  ac- 
counted for  the  remarkable  success  of  the  busi- 
ness. 

In  1861  Mr.  Goff,  with  his  son,  Darius  L.,  and 
W.  F.  and  F.  C.  Sayles,  formed  the  American 
Worsted  Company,  for  the  manufacture  of  worsted 
braids — then  a new  industry  in  this  country.  The 
company  was  dissolved  in  1864,  and  a new  firm 
for  the  same  business  was  immediately  organized, 
the  name  being  D.  Goff  & Son,  Mr.  Goff’s  son, 
Darius  L.,  being  the  junior  member.  Lyman  B. 
Goff,  the  younger  son  of  Mr.  Goff,  was  admitted 
in  1876.  ' During  the  years  of  1867  and  1868,  by 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Goff,  the  business  received  pro- 
tective legislation  from  Congress,  and  at  once  be- 
came an  immense  and  flourishing  branch  of  in- 
dustry, the  product,  alpaca  braids,  being  well  known 
in  the  market  as  “Goff’s  Braids.”  In  1884  the  firm 
was  incorporated,  with  a capital  stock  of  $600,000, 
Darius  Goff,  president,  and  D.  L.  Goff,  treasurer; 
the  company  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Goff 
was  the  leading  one  of  its  kind  in  America. 

In  1881  Messrs.  Goff  & Sons  began  a new  in- 
dustry. Previous  to  that  time  mohair  plush  had 
not  been  made  in  this  country  or  in  England.  Be- 
ing a very  difficult  fabric  to  produce,  the  firm 
■deemed  it  advisable  to  send  a representative  to 
France  or  Germany  to  procure  machinery  and  in- 
formation, rather  th.'.n  attempt  to  solve  the  problem 
themselves.  Accordingly,  a gentleman  of  ability 
and  experience  in  such  matters  was  sent  to  those 
countries  for  the  purpose  named,  and  after  spend- 
ing considerable  time  in  a fruitless  effort  to  obtain 
the  information  desired,  and  being  unable  to  pur- 
chase machinery  (the  business  being  kept  so  secret 
by  those  engaged  in  it),  he  returned  home.  The 
firm  at  once  determined  that  they  would  work  out 
the  problem  themselves,  and  after  five  years  of 
persistent  thought  and  labor  they  were  enabled  to 
turn  out  goods  in  every  way  equal  to  those  of 
foreign  make.  After  this  new  industry  proved 
successful,  and  in  the  lifetime  of  Mr.  Goff,  the 
braid  mill  was  materially  enlarged,  until  at  the 


time  of  his  death  it  was  some  five  hundred  feet  in 
length. 

Some  time  before  his  death  Mr.  Goff,  with 
others,  gave  a large  tract  of  land  “over  on  the 
plains”  to  the  New  York,  Providence  & Boston 
Railroad  Company,  on  which  to  erect  passenger 
and  freight  stations  and  for  other  railroad  pur- 
poses, with  the  view  of  improving  that  portion  of 
the  city.  Mr.  Goff  also  bought  the  Tingley  estate, 
at  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  East  avenue,  with 
the  intention  of  building  a fine  business  block 
thereon.  In  1884  he  purchased  the  old  homestead 
estate  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born,  and 
erected  thereon  a handsome  structure,  which  bears 
the  name  of  ‘‘Goff  Memorial.”  It  was  dedicated 
May  10,  1886,  which  was  also  the  seventy-seventh 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Mr.  Goff  and  the  two 
hundred  and  fortieth  of  the  handing  over  of  the 
deeds  of  the  old  town  to  the  English  by  Alas- 
sasoit. 

Mr.  Goff  served  in  the  town  council  of  Paw- 
tucket, and,  in  1871,  was  elected  State  senator. 
He  was  a director  of  the  Franklin  Savings  Bank 
from  its  incorporation  until  not  long  before  his 
death.  He  was  a director  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas 
Company  and  the  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth  Company 
from  their  very  formation  until  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He,  too,  was  a director  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank.  For  many  years  before  his  death  he 
had  been  a devoted  and  influential  member  of  the 
Pawtucket  Congregational  Church  and  largely  con- 
tributed to  its  support,  being  one  of  four  to  en- 
large the  old  church.  He  was  also  a member  of 
the  building  committee  in  the  erection  of  the  new 
edifice,  and  in  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  subscribed 
$10,000;  at  his  death  he  endowed  the  church  with 
$10,000. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Goff  were  for- 
merly with  the  old  Whig  party,  then  with  the  Re- 
publican. He  was  always  a strong  opponent  of 
slavery.  During  the  Civil  war  his  voice,  hand  and 
purse  were  given  to  the  support  of  the  patriot  army 
and  the  Union.  To  every  good  cause  he  freely  and 
earnestly  gave  his  aid  and  his  influence.  Notwith- 
standing extensive  business  relations  he  found  time 
to  indulge  his  taste  and  increase  his  knowledge  by 
traveling  over  nearly  all  parts  of  this  country.  His 
vigor  of  body  and  mind,  sterling  qualities  of  heart 
and  executive  abilities  well  entitled  him  to  be 
courted  as  a representative  man  of  New  England. 

“To  within  a brief  period  of  his  death,  Mr. 
Goff  retained  in  a remarkable  degree  full  exercise 
of  his  mental  faculties  and  physical  activity.  With 
unrelaxed  interest  he  visited  his  mills,  gave  close 
attention  to  the  work  in  hand  and  the  methods  em- 
ployed, and  in  an  advisory  way  he  was,  to  the  last, 
the  means  of  effecting  more  or  less  salutary  changes 
and  improvements.  On  his  decease  the  city  of 
Pawtucket,  through  her  journals,  societies  and  offi- 
cial boards,  made  grateful  acknowledgment  of  its 
indebtedness  to  him  for  his  instrumentality  in  mak- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


19 


ing  it  first  among  the  textile  manufacturing  centers 
of  the  United  States,  relative  to  its  population ; 
and  for  his  activity  in  the  promotion  of  every 
undertaking  for  the  advancement  of  its  business, 
•educational,  social  and  religious  interests.  The 
National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers,  of 
which  he  had  long  been  an  active  member,  at  a 
meeting  held  in  Boston  paid  earnest  tribute  to  him 
for  his  ‘pre-eminent  services  in  the  diversification 
and  extension  of  the  wool-manufacture,  to  his  high 
character  as  a man,  his  large  public  spirit,  his 
conscientious  discharge  of  every  obligation  to  so- 
ciety and  the  earnest  devotion  to  principle  by  which 
his  life  and  actions  were  governed.’  ” 

Mr.  Goff  w^s  a man  of  great  energy,  splendid 
■executive  ability,  indomitable  perseverance,  great 
business  foresight,  and  had  the  rare  faculty  of 
“bringing  things  to  pass”  on  a large  scale  and  in 
accordance  with  well-thought-out  plans.  Surely 
his  energy,  enterprise  and  foresight  contributed 
largely  to  make  Pawtucket  what  it  is  to-day.  The 
Wadding  Works,  the  largest  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  the  world,  is  a monument  of  his  faith  and 
enterprise,  and  the  Braid  Works  and  Plush  Manu- 
factory tell  of  his  foresight  of  public  needs,  and 
his  ability  to  see  the  merit  of  new  inventions.  Mr. 
Carnegie  has  said,  and  which  is  of  much  meaning, 
we  think : “Little,  I think,  does  any  one  know, 
who  is  not  in  the  whirl  of  business,  of  the  rarity 
■of  the  combined  qualities  requisite  for  conducting 
the  business  enterprises  of  to-day.  The  time  has 
passed  when  business,  once  established,  can  be  con- 
sidered almost  permanently  secure.  Business 
methods  have  changed ; good-will  counts  for  less 
and  less.  Success  in  business  is  held  by  the  same 
tenure  as  the  premiership  of  Great  Britain — at  the 
cost  of  a perpetual  challenge  to  all  comers.” 

Mr.  Goff’s  special  qualities  were  an  endowment 
from  heaven,  and  they  not  only  contributed  to  the 
success  of  his  individual  undertakings,  but  were 
exceedingly  helpful  to  the  enterprises  wherein  he 
was  associated  with  others.  “Now  is  the  time  be- 
fore home  competition  becomes  excessive”  was  his 
counsel.  “Push  the  matter”  was  his  advice  to  his 
younger  associates.  Mr.  Goff  realized  the  truth 
of  ]\Ir.  Carnegie’s  words,  “The  demands  of  the 
world  for  new  and  better  things  are  continuous, 
•and  existing  establishments  must  supply  these,  or 
lose  even  the  trade  they  now  have.” 

On  June  2,  1836,  ]\Ir.  Goff  was  married  to 
Sarah  Lee,  whose  only  child  died,  and  after  the 
mother’s  death  he  married  (second)  May  30,  1839, 
Harriet  Lee,  both  being  daughters  of  Israel  Lee, 
of  Dighton,  Mass.  Three  children  were  born  to 
the  second  marriage,  namely : Darius  Lee ; Lyman 
Bullock ; and  Sarah  C.,  who  married  Thomas 
Sedgewick  Steele,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  mentioned 
elsewhere.  Mr.  Goff  died  at  his  home  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  April  14,  1891,  in  his  eighty-second  year. 
His  funeral  took  place  from  the  Pawtucket  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  was  largely  attended.  Dur- 


ing the  services  all  the  banks  of  the  city  were 
closed,  as  were  many  other  institutions.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Swan  Point  cemetery, 
Providence. 

The  following  extract,  which  is  deemed  ap- 
propriate here,  is  from  the  tribute  paid  his  memory 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  IMcGregor,  the  officiating  clergy- 
man at  his  funeral : 

“In  common  with  the  many  whose  names  live 
in  their  country’s  story,  the  deceased  carved  his 
way,  under  God,  out  of  comparative  obscurity  into 
the  merited  prominence  of  later  days.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  in  this  connection  that  nature  herself  loves 
to  bring  out  of  obscurity  her  brightest  spirits  and 
command  them,  so  to  speak,  to  sfiine  out  of  dark- 
ness, thereby  making  the  very  obscurity  the  setting 
of  her  precious  gems.  What  a blessing  from  God 
it  is  to  have  men  of  this  description  given  to  us, 
who,  by  dint  of  native  talent  combined  with  perse- 
verance and  indomitable  will  power,  become  the 
medium  for  revealing  to  us  nature’s  wonderful 
secrets  and  discovering  her  subtle  and  -mighty  en- 
ergies, so  that  in  due  course  this  benign  and  potent 
agency  may  be  laid  under  contribution  to  minister 
to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  man  everywhere. 
The  names  of  such  benefactors  should  be  monarch 
names  in  our  hearts,  for  these  have  accomplished 
more  for  the  labor  of  the  world  and  for  humanity 
than  those  great  progenitors  from  whose  loins  na- 
tions have  sprung.  I cannot  make  too  emphatic 
the  fact  that  the  improvements  which  applied  skill 
has  been  able,  in  the  hands  of  these  mastei  minds, 
to  yoke  to  the  car  of  our  material  progress  have 
most  positively  and  effectually  promoted  the 
best  and  highest  interests  of  mankind,  the  world 
over. 

“If  I am  asked,  what  has  Darius  Goff  done? 
What  monument  he  has  erected  for  himself?  I 
promptly  answer : Go  to  the  centers  of  industry 
and  enterprise  which  he  either  originated  or  de- 
veloped and  look  around  and  behold  a worthy 
monument ! Follow  the  intelligent  lead  of  the 
press  this  week  in  its  appreciative  enumeration  of 
his  public  works,  and  you  will  readily  discover  how 
far-reaching,  how  diffusive,  his  business  sagacity, 
his  enterprise  and  philanthropy  were.  When  you 
have  looked  at  the  braid  and  plush  manufactories 
on  the  banks  of  our  river,  and  noted  their  past  suc- 
cess and  future  promise,  you  may  then  turn  to  where 
the  Union  Wadding  establishment  is  located,  and 
after  realizing  the  present  and  future  possibilities 
you  may  continue  your  researches  to  where  the 
hair  cloth  industry  and  its  latest  annex  amply 
testify  to  the  presence  of  the  same  foresight  and 
push.  If  minded  to  turn  in  at  the  headquarters 
of  our  most  thriving  banking  institutions ; of  our 
street  railway ; of  our  gas  and  electric  light  centers, 
and  kindred  industries  too  numerous  to  detail,  and 
if  you  choose  to  enter  this  house  of  worship  and 
recall  the  generous  liberality  in  its  erection  and 
support  extended  by  the  deceased,  and  should  you. 
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furthermore,  be  disposed  to  round  your  observation 
and  walk  about  The  Goff  Memorial  Hall,’  at 
Rehoboth,  erected  in  great  part  by  his  noble  gen- 
erosity, in  the  interests,  social  and  educational,  of 
the  present  and  future  generations  of  that  com- 
munity, then  you  will  have  seen,  in  part,  what 
Darius  Goff  has  done,  and,  with  wonderful  perti- 
nacity, we  may  reply  to  your  search  after  his  monu- 
ments, saying  ‘Look  around.’  All  this  and  much 
more  has  been  the  fruit  of  his  labor,  of  his  prac- 
tical genius  and  indefatigable  energy.” 

And  on  the  occasion  of  his  death  the  Pawtucket 
Evening  Times,  of  April  14,  1891,  said  editorially; 
“Pawtucket  has  lost  one  of  its  most  progressive 
and  enterprising  •business  men  by  the  death  of 
Darius  Goff,  which  occurred  this  morning.  He 
was  what  might  be  called  a self-made  man.  His 
worldly  possessions  when  he  came  to  Pawtucket 
were  very  limited ; but  that  push,  energy  and  enter- 
prise which  characterized  his  career  throughout 
soon  made  him  a leader  in  industrial  and  business 
concerns.  His  foresight  was  remarkable.  He 
seemed  to  see  in  advance  the  needs  of  the  people, 
and  was  never  slow  in  providing  for  them.  While 
conservative  in  action  he  was  always  progressive. 
He  did  not  run  in  a rut.  Where  he  saw  an  op- 
portunity for  advancement  he  grasped  it,  even 
though  to  others  less  skilled  than  he  the  venture 
seemed  doubtful.  But  for  his  indomitable  will, 
his  perseverance,  his  energy  and  business  foresight 
it  is  more  than  probable  this  city  would  not  have 
the  vast  manufactories  which  he  has  built  up  and 
which  give  employment  to  hundreds  of  people. 

“Mr.  Goff  always  took  a lively  interest  in  Paw- 
tucket affairs.  He  was  ever  an  advocate  of  ad- 
vancement and  improvement.  When  questions 
such  as  the  widening  of  Main  street,  the  building 
of  a new  city  hall,  the  broadening  of  East  avenue 
and  others  equally  as  important  were  under  con- 
sideration or  being  agitated  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
express  his  opinion,  and  a careful  review  will  show 
that  he  was  always  in  favor  of  doing  that  which 
was  best  for  the  city  and  for  the  people.  Pawtucket 
can  ill  afford  to  lose  such  a man,  and  its  hope  will 
be  that  another  equally  progressive  and  conserva- 
tive will  be  found  to  take  his  place.” 

DARIUS  LEE  GOFE,  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men  and  citizens  of  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  has 
been  for  more  than  forty-five  years  continuously 
and  prominently  identified  with  the  industrial  and 
financial  growth  of  that  city.  Mr.  Goff  was  born 
March  20,  1840,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  eldest  son 
of  the  late  Hon.  Darius  Goff,  of  Pawtucket. 

Darius  Lee  Goff  was  but  a boy  of  seven  years 
w'hen  his  parents  removed  to  Pawtucket,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  city  he  prepared  for  col- 
lege. He  entered  Brown  University  in  the  fall  of 
1858,  and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1862.  At 
this  time,  a young  man  of  twenty-two,  whose  father 
had  extensive  manufacturing  interests,  it  was  but 


natural  that  a business,  rather  than  a professional,, 
career  should  be  the  young  man’s  selection,  not 
only  from  opportunity  but  from  desire. ' Upon  the 
organization  of  the  American  Worsted  Company,, 
in  1862,  Mr.  Goff  became  an  equal  partner  in  the 
business  with  his  father  and  W.  F.  and  F.  C. 
Sayles.  This  was  the  pioneer  industry  in  the 
United  States  for  the  manufacture  of  worsted- 
braids  and  yarns,  and  for  two  years  Mr.  Darius 
L.  Goff  was  its  agent.  After  this  period  a disso- 
lution of  partnership  resulted  in  an  equal  distri- 
bution of  the  machinery  and  stock  between  the  Goff 
and  Sayles  owners.  The  former  interests,  under 
the  firm  name  of  D.  Goff  & Son,  at  once  set  up 
their  machinery  in  the  old  stone  mill,  which  was 
built  in  1813,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Blackstone 
river,  just  below  the  dam.  Three  years  later  the 
Morrill  tariff  bill  became  a law,  and  such  an  in- 
crease in  the  braid  business  resulted  that  the  old 
mill  proved  inadequate  and  a large  modern  brick 
mill  was  erected  just  south  of  it,  in  1872.  In  1876- 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  D.  Goff  & Sons  (in- 
corporated in  1884),  and  for  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century  it  has  occupied  a foremost  position 
among  New  England  industrial  concerns.  Its 
product,  “Goff’s  Braid,”  has  become  not  only  a 
standard  of  quality,  but  a household  word  through- 
out the  country.  From  the  very  inception  of  this 
industry  Mr.  Darius  L.  Goff  has  been  prominent 
in  its  management,  and  for  a number  of  years,  its 
president  and  treasurer.  Very  few,  if  any,  Rhode 
Island  manufacturers  living  to-day  have  partici- 
pated in  the  development  of  a pioneer  business  as 
has  Air.  Goff  in  braid  manufacture.  His  industrial 
interests  are  varied  and  extensive. 

Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  electric  power 
to  the  city  of  Pawtucket,  at  present  or  in  the 
future,  Mr.  Goff  more  than  any  other  man  deserves 
the  credit  for  its  introduction.  He  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Pawtucket  Electric  Company,, 
of  which  he  has  been  president  for  a number  of 
years,  and  mainly  through  his  efforts  the  station, 
was  iDrought  up  to  its  present  efficiency  and  modern 
equipment.  He  is  president  of  the  Bridge  Mill 
Power  Company ; a director  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas 
Company,  a position  which  has  been  filled  by  his 
father  and  himself  since  1853 ; a director  of  the 
Union  Wadding  Company;  president  of  the  Royal 
Weaving  Company;  a director  of  the  Pawtucket 
Hair  Cloth  Company ; a director  of  the  American 
Textile  Company ; a director  of  the  Zephyr  Textile 
Company ; and  president  of  the  Inter  Colonial  Cop- 
per Company.  Previous  to  its  purchase  by  the 
Eastman  Kodak  Company  he  was  president  of  the 
Blair  Camera  Company  of  Boston.  While  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  textile  circles  in  New  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Goff  also  has  extensive  interests  outside 
of  industrial  lines.  He  is  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Swan  Point  Cemetery  Association 
of  Providence,  and  is  a director  of  the  Pawtucket 
Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company. 
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Mr.  Goff  has  for  many  years  exerted  a most 
healthful  influence  in  the  business  and  financial 
circles  not  only  of  Pawtucket  but  elsewhere.  Be- 
yond the  circle  of  his  commercial  life,  moreover, 
he  is  a valuable  and  active  factor  in  the  community. 
There  is  no  public  enterprise,  of  the  utility  of  which 
he  is  convinced,  but  receives  his  support  and  en- 
couragement. He  is  a shrewd,  far-seeing  business 
man,  one  whose  support  or  opposition  is  distinctly 
felt,  and  of  the  type  which  has  the  courage  to 
face  censure  when  necessary,  such  condemnation 
turning  to  admiration  and  praise  when  time  has 
shown  the  wisdom  of  his  judgment.  A man  of 
large  means,  and  able  at  any  time  since  the  be- 
ginning of  his  business  career  to  have  consulted 
only  his  pleasures — if  such  had  been  his  make-up, 
but  inheriting  much  of  the  industrious  and  aggres- 
sive spirit  of  his  father,  he  has  from  choice  devoted 
his  energies  and  ability  toward  the  advancement 
and  development  of  the  great  industries  with  which 
he  is  identified.  Not  until  recent  years  has  there 
been  any  relaxation  from  business  activities,  and 
that  only  partial.  In  doing  so  Mr.  Goff  has  spent 
considerable  time  in  travel,  and  has  made  frequent 
trips  abroad.  His  usefulness  as  a citizen  extends 
far  outside  his  business  career  into  spheres  of  active 
beneficence.  His  many  and  substantial  acts  of 
charity  are  seldom  known  except  to  the  recipients. 
His  acts  of  kindness  are  not  done  to  be  blazoned 
on  the  corners,  nor  exploited  in  the  press,  but  for 
the  pleasure  and  comfort  the  recipient  may  derive 
from  them.  There  is  nothing  vacillating  about  him, 
and  when  he  acts  he  acts  quietly,  but  with  much 
•decision.  There  is  neither  ostentation  nor  show 
in  his  make-up,  but  rather  a marked  antipathy  for 
flattery,  pretense  and  deceit.  Ordinarily  he  is 
reticent,  preferring  silence,  but  when  he  does 
speak  it  is  after  mature  thought  and  to  the  point. 
Mr.  Goff  is  a plain,  agreeable,  unvarying  man  in 
his  social  relations ; the  friends  he  makes  are  fast 
friends.  His  private  character  is  without  a stain, 
and  his  name  carries  no  blemish.  Nowhere  in 
New  England  can  there  be  found  a family  that  for 
more  than  a half  century  have  occupied  a higher 
position  in  the  financial,  industrial  and  social  life 
of  their  community  than  this  Goff  family  in  Paw- 
tucket, and  the  fact  that  the  career  and  standing 
of  Darius  L.  Goff  are  a credit  to  such  stock  be- 
speaks unusual  excellence.  Public  life  never  ap- 
pealed to  him,  and  while  he  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  his  interest  in  political 
affairs  is  simply  that  of  a public-spirited  citizen. 
He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s 
Association  and  the  To  Kalon  Club  of  Pawtucket, 
and  the  Home  Market  Club  of  Boston.  After  his 
father’s  death  he  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a member. 

Mr.  Goff’s  greatest  pleasure  may  be  said  to  be 
found  in  his  home  and  family,  where  are  displayed 


a devotion  and  an  indulgence  rarely  witnessed.  On 
Oct.  24,  1866,  he  married  Annie  E.,  daughter  of 
Ellis  B.  and  Julia  (Walcott)  Pitcher,  of  Paw- 
tucket. She  died  without  issue,  Dec.  9,  1869. 
November,  1883,  Mr.  Goff  married  Miss  Annie 
Luther,  daughter  of  Charles  Luther.  She  died  in 
Eebruary,  1890,  leaving  two  children : Harriet 
Lee,  born  ]\Iarch  19,  1886,  and  Darius,  born  Jan. 
24,  1890,  the  latter  being  the  only  living  male  de- 
scendant in  his  generation  of  his  grandfather,  Hon. 
Darius  Golf,  for  whom  he  was  named. 

LYMAN  BULLOCK  GOFF,  younger  son  of 
Hon.  Darius  Goff,  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Oct.  19, 
1841.  His  early  school  days  were  spent  in  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  completed  the  course  in  the  gram- 
mar and  high  schools.  He  then  entered  Brown 
University  and  received  his  degree  the  same  year 
as  his  brother  Darius  Lee.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year,  1862,  as  he  was  returning  from  a hunting 
trip  out  West,  the  Sioux  war  broke  out  and  he 
served  during  its  continuance  at  Fort  Abercrombie, 
Dakota.  Then  a young  man  of  twenty-one,  this 
regular  army  service  was  a great  experience  for 
him.  The  scenes  and  conditions  of  the  then 
Western  frontier  have  long  since  been  changed  by 
the  onward  march  of  civilization.  The  events  of 
which  Mr.  Goff  was  either  a participant  or  a 
witness,  in  that  section,  gave  him  an  experience 
unobtainable  anywhere  else  in  the  world — more 
than  that,  it  could  not  be  duplicated  any  where  to- 
day. Returning  to  Pawtucket  he  entered  his 
father’s  employ  as  a clerk,  and  in  that  capacity  he 
remained  for  about  nine  years,  or  until  in  1872, 
when  he  was  admitted  as  an  equal  partner  with 
his  father  and  brother,  and  the  name  of  the  firm 
became  D.  Goff  & Sons,  under  which  it  was  in- 
corporated in  1884.  In  1880,  while  still  retaining 
his  interest  in  the  former  concern,  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Union  Wadding  Company,  and 
he  gave  practically  all  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
its  affairs. 

Soon  after  the  Union  Wadding  Company  was 
merged  with  the  firm  of  Goff,  Cranston  & Brownell 
the  wadding  part  of  the  business  began  to  decrease, 
as  the  demand  was  greatly  lessened  by  the  use  of 
substitutes  of  various  kinds.  On  the  other  hand, 
as  new  mills  were  starting  up  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  an  impetus  was  given  to  the  waste 
business  and  the  new  management  of  the  Union 
Wadding  Company  embraced  the  opportunity  to 
increase  largely  that  department  of  their  business. 
They  purchased  in  1887  the  Riverside  Mills,  of 
Augusta,  Ga.,  which  were  then  engaged  in  dealing 
in  waste  as  well  as  being  large  manufacturers  of 
cotton  batting.  For  this  purpose  the  capitalization 
of  the  Union  Wadding  Company  was  increased  to 
$1,500,000,  an  amount  which  has  since  been 
doubled.  The  company  now,  with  its  two  mills 
at  Pawtucket  and  Augusta  (Ga.),  carries  on  the 
most  extensive  waste  business  in  the  country,  if 
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not  in  the  world,  as  it  is  also  the  largest  concern 
for  manufacturing  cotton  batting. 

In  addition  to  his  responsibilities  as  head  of  the 
Union  Wadding  Company  'Sir.  Lyman  B.  Gofif 
holds  a number  of  other  important  positions,  his 
interests  being  largely  identical  with  those  of  his 
brother.  He  is  president  of  the  Excelsior  Quilting 
Company,  of  New  York,  with  a branch  in  Chicago, 
capitalized  at  $300, ocx);  president  of  the  Pawtucket 
Hair  Cloth  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  an 
original  incorporator ; vice-president  of  D.  Goff  & 
Sons;  president  of  the  American  Textile  Company, 
of  Pawtucket,  a corporation  formed  in  1890,  by 
Hezekiah  Conant,  Samuel  Conant,  George  AI. 
Thornton,  D.  L.  Goff  and  Lyman  B.  Goff,  for  the 
manufacture  of  fine  laces  in  silk  and  cotton ; a 
vice-president  of  the  Home  IMarket  Club  of  Bos- 
ton ; first  vice-president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers ; a director  of  the  Royal  Weaving 
Company,  of  Pawtucket;  of  the  Dominion  Wad- 
ding Company,  of  Montreal ; of  the  Riverside  IMills, 
of  Augusta,  Ga. ; of  the  Cohankas  ]\lanufacturing 
Company,  of  Paducah,  Ky. ; of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  Trust  Company,  of  Providence;  of  the 
Pawtucket  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company, 
of  Providence;  formerly  of  the  First  National  Bank 
before  it  merged  into  the  Trust  Company;  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Bridge  iMill  Power  Company, 
which  was  organized  in  1894  by  him  and  his 
brother  to  handle  in  a corporate  form  the  multi- 
plied estate  left  by  their  father.  This  company 
built  the  electric  power  station,  a property  which 
was  afterward  merged  with  the  Pawtucket  Electric 
Company,  the  former  corporation  retaining  a half 
interest.  For  some  years  Mr.  Goff  also  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Business  Men’s  Association,  but  de- 
clined another  election.  He  is  also  a director  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Insurance  Company. 

While  not  now  actively  mingling  in  public  life, 
Mr.  Goff  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in  earlier  years 
found  time  amid  all  his  private  interests  to  do  his 
part  for  his  native  State.  In  1888  he  was  a member 
of  the  General  Assembly  from  Pawtucket,  serving 
on  special  committees,  and  during  that  same  year 
was  a Presidential  elector.  In  1892  he  became  a 
member  of  the  advisory  committee  of  the  Republi- 
can national  committee,  and  served  during  three 
succeeding  administrations.  In  1891  the  nomination 
for  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island  was  of- 
fered him,  but  he  declined  it.  Two  years  later  he 
served  as  a national  Commissioner  from  Rhode 
Island  to  the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago. 

iMr.  Goff  has  had  a prominent  identification 
with  military  affairs.  From  1872  to  1875  ^e  was 
commander  of  what  was  then  the  Tower  Light 
Battery.  He  held  for  some  time  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  Rhode  Island  militia,  com- 
manding the  battalion  of  Light  Artillery  until  it 
was  disbande^d  under  a revision  of  the  State  Militia 
Law. 


One  cause  which  has  received  Mr.  Goff’s  care- 
ful attention  has  been  work  for  boys.  In  1890  he 
organized  a boys’  club  for  the  elevation  and  ad- 
vancement of  working-boys  and  newsboys  in  Paw- 
tucket. Such  encouraging  results  were  achieved 
that  in  1901  he  purchased  the  Morton  estate  on 
East  avenue  and  erected  a handsome  four-story 
building,  186x58  feet,  equipping  it  with  a large 
swimming  tank,  numerous  shower  baths,  play 
rooms,  two  bowling  alleys,  a gymnasium,  a large 
auditorium,  reading  class  and  other  rooms.  This 
was  built  as  a memorial  to  his  son,  the  late  Lyman 
Thornton  Goff,  and  the  completed  structure  was 
deeded  to  the  Pawtucket  Boys’  Club,  which  is 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island.  No- 
more  munificent  gift  of  its  kind  can  be  found  in 
New  England;  it  affords  pleasure  and  benefit  to- 
a class  that  under  scarcely  any  other  form  of  phil- 
anthropy would  be  equaled.  The  benefactions  of 
Mr.  Goff  have  been  numerous  and  substantial,  and 
always  made  with  the  same  modesty  that  is  one  of 
his  most  prominent  characteristics.  We  quote  from, 
the  “Pawtucket  Congregational  Church  Calendar’' 
of  October,  1900;  “A  Gift  to  the  Parish.  Mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  during  the  past  week  the  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  received  a check  for  $10,000  from 
Mr.  Lyman  B.  Goff,  to  be  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  church.  Formal  acknowledgment  of  this 
handsome  gift  will  be  made  by  the,  trustees  in  due 
time.  We  can  only  express  now  the  deep  apprecia- 
tion and  sincere  gratitude  of  all  members  of  the 
parish  for  this  generous  addition  to  the  revenues 
of  our  church.  Such  a donation  can  not  but  quicken 
every  heart  with  new  zeal  and  inspire  us  all  to  labor 
the  more  earnestly  to  make  this  church  do  effec- 
tively the  large  work  which  it  is  called  of  God  to 
perform  in  this  community.  The  form  of  bequest 
directing  the  uses  to  which  the  fund  shall  be  ap- 
plied is  as  follows:  T hereby  give  to  the  Trustees- 
of  the  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church  and  So- 
ciety and  to  their  Successors,  the  sum  of  Ten 
Thousand  Dollars,  as  per  check  this  day  made 
payable  to  the  order  of  H.  Conant,  Chairman,  this 
sum  to  be  kept  safely  invested  by  them  as  a perma- 
nent fund,  the  interest,  gains  and  incomes  from 
which  shall  from  time  to  time,  as  the  said  Trustees 
may  deem  expedient  and  proper,  be  paid  to  the  use 
of  said  Church  and  Society.  And  if  at  any  time 
the  principal  of  said  Trust  Fund  be  impaired  or 
diminished  by  loss,  the  incomes  thereof  shall  be 
added  to  the  principal  and  no  part  thereof  shall  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  said  Church  and  Society  until 
the  principal  of  said  Trust  Fund  shall  be  restored, 
to  its  integrity.’  ” 

As  a man  and  citizen  ]\Ir.  Goff  is  noted  for  his 
uniform  courtesy,  democratic  manners  and  per- 
sonal integrity.  Few  men  could  be  less  pretentious- 
and  yet  dignified,  and  none  command  greater  re- 
spect. ]\Ir.  Goff  is  a forcible,  energetic  and  pro- 
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gressive  man  in  his  ideas  and  purposes,  and  suc- 
ceeds to  the  prestige  of  his  father  in  carrying  for- 
ward the  greatly  enlarged  undertakings  he  had 
established,  while  originating  and  establishing  new 
and  diversified  industries  of  great  value  to  Paw- 
tucket. 

On  Dec.  14,  1864,  Lyman  C.  Goff  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Almira  Wheaton,  daughter  of 
Jesse  Smith  and  Elizabeth  Viall  (Merry)  Thorn- 
ton, of  Pawtucket,  old  residents  of  that  city.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  union,  a son  and  a 
daughter.  The  elder,  Lyman  Thornton,  born 
March  26,  1868,  died  June  6,  1900,  leaving  a 
widow,  formerly  ]\Iiss  Daisey  B.  Graves,  daughter 
of  Henry  Graves,  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Isabella  Graves,  born  Dec.  7,  1899.  Lyman  T. 
Goff  occupied  the  position  of  treasurer  of  D.  Goff 
& Sons,  and  gave  every  promise  of  being  as  notable 
in  the  financial  world  as  his  father  and  grand- 
father. The  surviving  child  of  Lyman  B.  Goff, 
Elizabeth  Lee,  was  married  in  October,  1905,  to 
Kenneth  Eoster  Wood,  who  holds  an  official  po- 
sition in  the  Sayles  Bleacheries  of  Pawtucket.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Wood  have  one  child,  Eleanor  Thorn- 
ton, born  Sept.  4,  1906. 

CHRISTOPHER  BENTLEY  ARNOLD,  a 
well  known  business  man  of  Providence,  R.  L,  is 
a worthy  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  this  State,  his  lineage  being  as  follows : 

(I)  Thomas  Arnold,  born  1599,  married  (first) 
in  England,  and  came  to  New  England  in  1636. 
Here  he  married  (second)  Phebe,  daughter  of  Gen- 
eral Parkhurst,  of  Watertown,  Alass.,  and  he  re- 
moved to  Providence,  R.  L,  in  1654,  living  near  the 
North  school  house. 

(H)  John  Arnold,  son  of  Thomas,  born  Feb. 
19,  1648,  married  Hannah,  and  lived  on  the  Paw- 
tucket Road. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Arnold,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1667,  married  Elizabeth  Alatthewson,  and  died  in 
1770. 

(IV)  David  Arnold,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  in 
^73^>  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  On  April 
29,  1762,  he  married  Marcy  Westcott,  and  he  died 
in  March,  1799.  His  children  were:  William, 
born  in  1763;  Alary,  born  in  1765,  died  in  1852; 
Betsey,  born  June  2,  1769,  died  Nov.  26,  1825; 
Sally,  born  Oct.  18,  1773,  died  Aug.  19,  1778; 
Lydia,  born  Nov.  15,  1771,  died  in  1862;  Welcome, 
born  Nov.  16,  1777;  and  Sally,  born  Aug.  29,  1781, 
died  July  27,  1795. 

(V)  Welcome  Arnold,  son  of  David,  born 
Nov.  16,  1777,  died  Feb.  15,  1821.  He  married 
Aug.  8,  1803,  Alary  Peirce,  daughter  o£  Daniel 
and  Lucy  Peirce,  and  she  died  Oct.  9,  1865.  Their 
children  were:  Christopher  Bentley,  born  Alay  13, 
1804;  Sally  James,  who  died  young;  Welcome, 
who  died  in  1809;  William  Peirce,  who  died  young; 
and  Alary  Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried.  Wel- 
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come  Arnold  was  a master  mariner,  sailing  as  mas- 
ter of  vessels  in  the  East  India  trade. 

(VI)  Christopher  Bentley  Arnold,  son  • of 
Welcome,  was  born  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  Alay  13, 
1804.  He  spent  his  boyhood  at  the  home  on  Tran- 
sit street,  in  Providence.  After  his  marriage  he 
went  to  live  on  Union  street.  He  was  a clerk  in 
the  Roger  Williams  Bank,  and  also  for  Carpenter 
& Hodges.  For  many  years  he  was  in  the  paper 
hanging  and  carpet  business,  first  at  the  corner 
of  Westminster  and  Orange  streets,  and  later  near 
the  Arcade,  but  a few  years  prior  to  his  death  he 
retired.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  in  re- 
ligion was  connected  with  the  First  Congregational 
Unitarian  Society. 

His  death  occurred  Dec.  ii,  1885,  he  was 
buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery.  On  Dec.  ii,  1832, 
Air.  Arnold  was  married  to  Sarah  Truman,  who 
was  born  Sept.  13,  1812,  daughter  of  Nathan  Tru- 
man and  Alary  (Tillinghast)  Arnold.  She  died 
Dec.  28,  1882,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows: 
Christopher  Bentley,  born  April  2,  1834,  died  Sept. 
16,  1834;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  April  8,  1836; 
Christopher  Bentley  (2),  born  Aug.  27,  1838; 

Frederick  William,  born  July  21,  1841  ; Nathan 
Truman,  born  Alarch  14,  1844,  of  the  Dyer- 
ville  Alanufacturing  Company,  and  died  June  16, 
1899;  and  Frank  Peirce,  born  July  13,  1847, 

April  25,  1861. 

(VI I)  Christopher  Bentley  Arnold  (2),  son 
of  Christopher  Bentley,  was  born  xA.ug.  27,  1838. 
After  graduating  from  the  high  school  he  was  em- 
ployed by  his  uncle,  Nathan  Truman,  a furniture 
dealer  on  Westminster  street.  Subsequently  for 
many  years  he  was  with  Edward  P.  Taft,  in  the 
Providence  office  of  the  Wauregan  Alills,  and  in 
later  years  was  in  the  office  of  the  Ponemah  Alills 
in  Providence,  becoming  a stockholder  in  that 
company.  During  the  past  few  years  he  has  been 
dealing  in  industrial  securities.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a director  in  the  Equitable  Fire 
and  Alarine  Insurance  Company,  of  Providence, 
and  for  some  years  has  been  secretary  of  The 
Providence  Charitable  Fuel  Society.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Rhode  Island  Horticultural  Society 
and  the  Economic  Club.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
members  of  the  S.  B.  Society,  which  was  later 
incorporated  as  the  Union  Club. 

(VH)  Frederick  William  Arnold,  son  of 
Christopher  Bentley  (i),  was  born  July  21,  1841. 
After  graduating  from  the  Providence  high  school 
he  was  for  three  years  clerk  in  the  National  Bank. 
In  1862  he  became  secretary  of  the  Equitable  Fire 
and  Alarine  Insurance  Company,  and  in  1875  its 
president,  which  latter  office  he  is  holding  at  the 
present  time. 

On  Oct.  17,  1866,  Frederick  W.  Arnold  was 
married  to  Josephine  Keach,  daughter  of  William 
W.  Keach,  and  there  were  three  children  born  to 
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this  union:  Fred.  W.,  Jr.,  Feb.  21,  1878;  Harold 
Greene,  Feb.  21,  1884;  and  Constance,  April  25, 
1887. 

GEORGE  PEABODY  WETMORE,  of  New- 
port, son  of  William  Shepard  and  Anstiss  Derby 
Rogers  Wetmore,  was  born  during  a visit  of  his 
parents  abroad  at  London,  England,  on  Aug.  2, 
1846.  He  has  lived  at  Newport  since  he  was  four 
years  old,  and  received  his  early  education  at  private 
schools  in  that  city  kept  by  jMessrs.  Read  and 
Thurston,  and  the  Rev.  William  C.  Leverett.  He 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  the  class  of 
1867,  and  from  Columbia  College  Law  School,  of 
New  York  City,  in  1869,  being  admitted  to  the 
Bar  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York  the  same  year. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  Newport  Reading 
Room,  and  of  the  Newport  Hospital,  and  is  still  a 
trustee  of  the  latter  institution ; is  also  president  of 
the  Newport  Casino,  and  a director  in  various  other 
associations  and  institutions ; is  a trustee  of  the  Pea- 
body Education  Fund ; trustee  of  the  Peabody  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History  in  Yale  University,  and 
was  nominated  a Fellow  of  the  University  in  1888, 
but  declined. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wetmore  is  a Republican ; was 
first  Presidential  Elector  of  Rhode  Island  in  1880 
and  again  in  1884;  president  of  the  Newport  Blaine 
and  Logan  Campaign  Club  in  1884;  was  a member 
of  the  State  Committee  to  receive  the  representa- 
tives of  France  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to 
Rhode  Island  in  1881  ; was  Governor  of  Rhode  Is- 
land in  1885-86  and  in  1886-87,  although  de- 
feated for  a third  term,  received  a greater  number 
of  votes  than  at  either  of  the  two  preceding  elections 
when  successful.  In  1889  he  was  defeated  on  the 
eighth  ballot  for  United  States  Senator  during  his 
absence  in  Europe ; was  appointed  a member  of  the 
Commission  to  build  the  new  Rhode  Island  State 
House  in  1890;  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  on  June  13,  1894,  receiving  a unanimous 
vote  from  the  General  Assembly  in  the  Senate, 
House  and  Joint  Convention;  was  re-elected  in 
1901,  and  again  for  a third  term  in  1908. 

During  Mr.  Wetmore’s  service  in  the  Senate  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  following  committees : 
Appropriations,  District  of  Columbia,  Library, 
Manufactures,  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Or- 
ganization Conduct  and  Expenditures  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Departments,  Transportation  and  Sale  of 
Meat  Products,  Patents,  Woman  Suffrage,  Rail- 
roads, University  of  the  United  States,  and  Pacific 
Islands  and  Porto  Rico.  He  has  been  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Manufactures  and  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library;  chairman  of  the  joint  com- 
mission appointed  by  Congress  to  prepare  plans  for 
the  completion  of  the  Capitol  building  at  Washing- 
ton ; chairman  of  the  commission  to  secure  plans 
for  a memorial  to  Abraham  Lincoln  ; member  of  the 
Grant  ^Memorial  Commission,  and  other  Congres- 


sional commissions  for  the  erection  of  statues  and 
memorials. 

Mr.  Wetmore  was  married  Dec.  22,  1869,  to 
Edith  Malvina  Keteltas,  daughter  of  Eugene  Ketel- 
tas,  of  New  York.  They  have  four  children : Edith 
M.  K.,  Maude  A.  K.,  William  S.  K.  and  Rogers  P. 
D.  K.  Wetmore. 

Senator  Wetmore  is  descended  from 

Thomas  Whitmore  (1615-1681),  who  came 
from  England  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1635;  to  Weth- 
ersfield in  1639,  where  he  first  settled  on  coming  to 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  to  Hartford  previous  to 
1648.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Alattabesett 
in  1649,  name  being  changed  by  the  proprietors 
in  1653  to  ]\Iiddletown,  which  he  represented  in  the 
General  Court  in  1654  and  1655. 

Izrahiah,  of  Middletown  (1656-1742),  a magis- 
trate of  the  town,  and  a deputy  to  the  General  Court 
from  1721  to  1728,  inclusive. 

Seth,  of  Middletown  (1700-1778),  lawyer  by 
profession ; deputy  to  the  General  Court  forty-eight 
terms ; magistrate  of  the  town  of  Middletown ; 
judge  of  the  county  court  of  Hartford  county,  and 
justice  of  the  Quorum  for  the  same  county. 

Seth,  of  Middletown  (1744-181.0),  captain  in 
the-  Colonial  volunteer  service  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war;  appointed  by  the  town  in  1777  one  of 
the  committee  of  three  to  petition  Governor  Trum- 
bull for  the  removal  from  the  town  of  Gov.  William 
Franklin,  last  royal  governor  of  New  Jersey,  for 
the  safety  of  the  town  and  State. 

Seth,  of  Middletown  and  Saint  Albans,  Vt. 
(1769-1830),  lawyer;  sheriff  of  the  county;  judge 
of  the  court  of  Probate ; member  of  the  Governor’s 
council  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  a fellow 
of  the  University  of  Vermont  from  1821  until  his 
death ; declined  being  a candidate  for  governor  of 
Vermont.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Gen.  Wil- 
liam Shepard  (1737-1817),  of  Westfield,  Mass., 
who  served  for  six  years  under  Generals  Aber- 
crombie and  Amherst  in  the  French  and  Indian  war 
as  lieutenant  and  captain,  and  participated  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Fort  William  Henry,  Ticonderoga, 
Crown  Point,  Isle  au  Ncix,  St.  Johns  and  Montreal, 
remaining  in  the  army  until  Canada  was  subdued 
and  peace  established.  In  the  Revolutionary  war, 
as  colonel,  he  was  appointed  by  Washington  to 
guard  the  retreat  of  the  American  army  from  Long 
Island,  which  he  successfully  accomplished,  and  re- 
ceived in  this  task  a wound  from  a musket-ball 
which  passed  through  his  neck ; he  was  present  at 
the  battles  of  Trenton,  Princeton,  Monmouth,  the 
retreat  from  Rhode  Island,  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  peace  in  1783,  having  fought  dur- 
ing this  period  in  no  less  than  twenty-two  battles ; 
after  the  war  was  brigadier  and  major-general  of 
militia,  and  was  in  command  of  the  national  forces 
at  Springfield  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Shays  rebel- 
lion, and  his  successful  defense  of  the  Springfield 
Arsenal  was  largely  instrumental  in  suppressing  the 
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insurrection.  On  Feb.  5,  1787,  the  General  Court 
passed  a resolution  complimenting  the  General  for 
his  gallantry.  He  represented  his  town  for  many 
years  in  the  Legislature,  Senate  and  on  the  Gov- 
ernor’s council  of  Massachusetts ; was  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  Massachusetts  to  treat  with  the 
Penobscot  Indians,  and  by  the  national  authorities 
with  the  Six  Nations  at  the  Genesee  river.  He  was 
an  elector  of  President  of  the  United  States  for  both 
of  the  terms  of  Washington,  and  from  1797  a rep- 
resentative to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  three  terms. 

William  Shepard  Wetmore  (1801-1862),  born 
at  Saint  Albans,  Vt.,  a distinguished  merchant;  was 
•educated  at  schools  in  Vermont  and  Connecticut 
and  began  his  business  career  in  the  well-known 
mercantile  house  of  that  period  of  Edward  Carring- 
ton & Co.,  of  Providence,  R.  L,  in  which  his  uncle, 
Samuel  Wetmore,  was  a partner;  he  remained  many 
years  in  South  America,  China — where  he  estab- 
lished mercantile  houses — and  finallv  in  New  York, 
where  he  lived  ten  years  and  closed  his  business  ca- 
reer. In  1851  he  became  a citizen  of  Newport,  R. 
I.,  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

Maternally,  Senator  Wetmore  is  in  direct  de- 
scent from 

Thomas  Dudley  (1576-1652),  who  came  to 
Massachusetts  in  1630  as  Deputy  Governor,  and 
was  subsequently  appointed  Royal  Governor,  Fold- 
ing the  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  offices  from  that 
time  until  1652 ; was  also  Commissioner  of  the 
United  colonies,  and  President  of  the  Confederacy. 

Daniel  Dennison  (1613-1682),  Commissioner  of 
the  United  Colonies,  1654-1662;  and  major-general 
of  the  Colony  for  ten  years  to  1680. 

Rev.  John  Rogers  (1630-1684),  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1649  studied  both  medicine 
and  divinity ; in  1676  was  elected  president  of  Har- 
vard College,  but  declined ; was  again  elected  in 
1682  and  served  until  his  death. 

Benjamin  Pickman,  of  Salem,  Mass.  (1706- 
1773),  who  received  from  the  Assembly  of  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  a valuable  piece  of 
plate  in  recognition  of  his  public  spirit  and  eminent 
and  efficient  services  in  promoting  the  expedition 
against. Louisburg  under  the  command  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pepperill. 

Elias  Hasket  Derby  (1739-1799),  an  eminent 
merchant  of  Salem,  Mass.,  who,  with  his  townsmen, 
took  a prominent  part  in  the  equipment  of  at  least 
158  vessels,  fitted  out  from  Salem  during  the  Revo- 
lution, mounting  more  than  2,000  cannon.  Mr. 
Derby  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  loaned 
the  government  a large  proportion  of  the  supplies 
for  the  army,  and  when  General  Sullivan  marched 
to  Rhode  Island  provided  his  troops  with  boats  to 
cross  from  the  main  to  the  Island.  He  furnished 
the  French  fleet  with  coal,  and  at  a later  period  to 
him  primarily,  when,  in  1798,  the  United  States  was 
apparently  about  to  engage  in  a war  with  France, 


the  nation  owed  the  building  of  the  frigate  “Essex,” 
the  pride  of  the  earlier  navy. 

Benjamin  Pickman  (1763-1843),  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1784;  was  Representative 
and  Senator  in  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts ; 
member  of  the  Executive  Council ; represented  the 
south  district  of  Essex  county  in  the  National 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  term  which  ended 
in  1811 ; was  urged  in  1816  by  his  leading  political 
friends  to  become  a candidate  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  but  declined  this  overture ; mem- 
ber of  the  convention  in  1820  to  revise  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State ; president  of  the  directors  of  the 
Theological  School  at  Cambridge;  president  of  the 
Salem  Athenaeum ; of  the  Bible  Society  of  Salem 
and  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society,  and  member  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

KING.  Few  families  have  bee^  more  con- 
spicuous in  the  annals  of  Newport  through  the  last 
hundred  years  than  the  Kings.  This  article,  how- 
ever, is  to  deal  with  only  the  one  family — that  of 
the  Raynham,  Mass.-Newport  family,  the  head 
of  which  in  Newport  was  the  eminent  Dr.  David 
King,  the  elder,  whose  ancestors  were  of  Puritan 
origin,  distinguished  for  their  public  spirit  and 
for  their  Christian  and  social  virtues.  Dr.  King, 
himself  a college-bred  man,  a graduate  of  Brown 
University,  reared  three  of  his  four  sons  to  claim 
that  institution  as  their  Alma  jMater.  Father  and 
sons  became  allied  by  marriage  with  some  of  the 
first  families  of  the  country,  and  for  fully  a cen- 
tury, they  and  their  posterity  have  been  promi- 
nent in  the  social  and  professional  life  of  Newport 
and  the  State,  and  as  well  long  in  its  public  service. 
One  branch  of  this  family  allied  itself  by  marriage 
with  the  distinguished  LeRoy  family,  a family  of 
noted  New  York  merchants,  into  which  married 
Daniel  Webster. 

Dr.  David  King  was  born  in  1774,  in  the  town 
of  Raynham,  Mass.,  and  his  early  life  was  passed 
amid  influences  auspicious  to  the  growth  of  the 
best  elements  of  character.  He  was  prepared  for 
college  at  a grammar  school  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  Peres  Forbes,  LL.  D.  In  September, 
1792,  he  entered  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown 
University,  as  a student  under  the  presidency  of 
Manning,  and  graduated  in  1796,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Maxcy.  After  graduating  he  chose  medi- 
cine for  his  profession,  and,  as  did  also  his  class- 
mate, Shurtleff,  became  a pupil  of  Dr.  James 
Thatcher,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.  Dr.  King,  by  his 
diligence  and  assiduity  in  his  medical  studies,  soon 
acquired  the  necessary  elements  of  a medical  edu- 
cation. Diverted  by  some  accidental  circumstances 
from  the  navy,  which  he  was  inclined  to  enter  as 
surgeon,  he,  in  the  autumn  of  1799,  sought  pro- 
fessional employment  in  Newport,  R.  I.  In  the 
early  period  of  his  professional  career,  his  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  consideration  of  the  vaccine  dis- 
ease, then  first  introduced  into  tlie  United  States. 
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Regarding'  it  as  an  invaluable  discovery,  he  pro- 
ceeded, notwithstanding  the  strong  opposition  of 
popular  prejudice,  to  benefit  his  fellow  citizens  by 
the  application  of  the  newly  discovered  principle 
in  his  science.  In  October,  1800,  he  vaccinated 
Walter  Cornell,  of  Newport,  who  was  the  first 
person  vaccinated  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
In  thus  early  adopting  the  views  of  the  immortal 
Jenner,  and  carrying  them  out  in  practice,  he  dis- 
played a decision  and  independence  of  mind  which 
strongly  characterized  him  through  life.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  held  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  to  a 
detachment  of  United  States  troops  stationed  at 
Fort  Wolcott.  In  1819,  during  the  prevalence  of 
yellow  fever  in  Newport,  his  great  skill  and  ex- 
perience were  actively  and  successfully  called  into 
operation  in  repelling  that  terrible  malady.  At 
that  time  it  was  the  part  of  humanity  to  refute  the 
errors  of  those  who  regarded  that  disease  as  in- 
variably and  certainly  propagating  itself,  and  as 
exposing  those  who  attended  upon  the  sick 
to  almost  certain  death.  Not  admitting  the 
contagious  character  of  the  disease,  he  at- 
tributed it  to  a more  general  and  pervading 
cause ; and  by  his  intrepidity  and  free  personal 
exposure  attested  his  confidence  in  the  truth  of  his 
theoretical  views.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  pro- 
moters of  the  Rhode  Island  IMedical  Society,  in 
which  he  successively  held  the  offices  of  censor, 
vice-president  and  president.  He  was  electea 
president  in  June,  1830,  and  continued  in  that  office 
until  July,  1834. 

Doctor  King  was  an  active  co-operator  with 
other  public-spirited  men  in  the  revival  of  Red- 
wood Library,  and  he  was  long  a director  and  at 
last  president  of  that  institution,  until  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  resign  that  office.  It  was  his 
pride  to  advance  those  enterprises  which  might 
benefit  the  town  in  which  he  lived ; and  he  regarded 
it  with  an  attachment  which,  in  general,  is  ap- 
propriated only  to  the  spot  of  one’s  birth.  The  up- 
rightness of  his  character  and  the  strength  of  his 
judgment  induced  many  to  consult  him  as  a friend, 
to  whom,  notwithstanding  the  pressing  cares  of  his 
professional  life,  he  rendered  valuable  services. 
The  warm  sensibilities  of  his  heart  ever  prompted 
him  to  disinterested  action,  which  made  him  the 
object  of  pre-eminent  respect  while  living,  and  will 
perpetuate  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  his 
friends.  In  private  life  his  character  was  adorned 
by  every  quality  which  constitutes  goodness.  A 
perfect  faith  in  God  yvas  ever  an  ennobling  presence 
in  his  mind. 

In  August,  1834,  Doctor  King  suffered  an  at- 
tack of  paralysis,  brought  on  from  exertions  in  the 
discharge  of  his  professional  duties.  His  constitu- 
tion gradually  failed  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Nov.  14,  1836,  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Few  men 
have  lived  more  respected  or  died  more  lamented. 

Doctor  King  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Gen. 
James  Gordon,  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  there  came 


to  them  five  children,  namely : George  Gordon^ 
David,  Edward,  William  Henry  and  Anne,  whose 
death  occurred  in  1843. 

George  Gordon  King,  son  of  the  elder  Dr. 
David,  was  born  June  2,  1807,  in  Newport,  R.  L 
He  prepared  for  college  in  his  native  town  in  part,, 
and  passed  one  year  in  Phillips  Academy,  Andover, 
Mass.  Entering  Brown  University  he  was  gradu- 
ated therefrom  in  1825,  with  high  .rank  as  a 
scholar.  He  immediately  began  the  study  of  law 
at  the  Litchfield  (Conn.)  Law  School  and  in  the 
law  office  of  John  Whipple,  of  Providence,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1827.  He  resided  in 
Providence  for  six  months  when  he  removed  to 
Newport,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  Al- 
though he  continued  his  practice  for  a few  years, 
the  profession  of  law  was  not  altogether  suited  to 
his  tastes,  and  he  gradually  withdrew  from  it, 
throughout  his  life,  however,  continuing  a student 
and  admirer  of  the  science  of  the  law. 

Mr.  King  took  a deep  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  education,  and  the  schools  of  New- 
port are  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  efforts 
to  raise  their  standard.  He  led  a life  of  culture 
and  ease.  He  was  modest  and  retiring  in  his  habits 
and  tastes.  His  character  and  abilities  were  so  much 
appreciated  that  from  1833  1846  he  was  chosen 

to  represent  Newport  in  the  General  Assembly, 
the  last  three  years  of  which  period  he  was  Speaker 
of  the  House.  He  would  without  doubt  have  been 
elected  continuously,  had  not  the  succession  been 
broken  by  his  decision  to  take  an  extended  trip  in 
the  Old  World.  He  went  to  Europe  in  the  fall  of 
1846  for  travel,,  and  extended  the  journey  by  over- 
land route  to  China,  returning  in  the  winter  of 
1847.  In  1848  he  was  again  in  the  State  Assembly, 
and  was  annually  chosen  to  one  House  or  the  other 
for  many  succeeding  years,  except  while  in  Con- 
gress. Twice  he  was  chosen  a Representative  from 
Rhode  Island  to  the  United  States  Congress,,  and 
was  in  Washington  from  1849  1853.  His  career 

in  Congress,  as  in  the  General  Assembly  of  his 
State,  “was  marked  by  excellent  judgment,  dignity 
of  character,  and  spotless  integrity.” 

IMr.  King  was  an  earnest  votary  of  books  and 
a ready  and  graceful  writer.  His  pen  was  always 
at  the  service  of  the  societies  and  institutions  with 
which  he  was  connected,  but  his  modesty  seldom 
consented  to  the  publication  of  what  he  wrote.  He 
delivered  several  discourses  and  lectures  on  public 
occasions.  He  also  left  many  manuscript  volumes, 
containing  essays  and  reflections  on  works  of  art, 
on  authors  and  books,  and  various  questions  of 
public  interest.  For  thirteen  years  Mr.  King  was 
president  of  the  Redwood  Library  Association  in 
Newport,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerned the  prosperity  of  that  venerable  institution. 

In  1851,  while  in  Congress,  Mr.  King  was  mar- 
ried to  Aliss  Seaver,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  She 
died  in  1853.  His  own  death  occurred  July  17, 
1871. 
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David  King^  M.  D.,  son  of  Dr.  David  and  Anne 
(Gordon)  King,  was  born  May  12,  1812,  in  New- 
port, R.  I.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  a classical 
school  in  Newport,  at  the  time  taught  by  Hon.  Jo- 
seph Joslen,  who  at  a venerable  age  survived  him. 
He  was  graduated  from  Brown  University,  in  1831, 
with  the  second  honors  of  his  class.  He  immedi- 
ately began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  father,  who  was  a leading  physician 
of  Newport.  He  also  attended  lectures  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  received  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Aledicine,  in 
1834. 

Dr.  King  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  his  native  town,  and  there  continued 
it  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  entered  upon  his 
career  just  as  Newport  was  beginning  to  assume  the 
position  which  it  has  now  long  occupied,  as  a lead- 
ing place  of  summer  resort  in  the  United  States. 
His  practice  early  became  extensive,  not  among 
his  fellow  townsmen  alone,  but  also  among  the 
visitors  of  the  season,  who  would  naturally  com- 
pare his  methods  with  those  of  the  eminent  physi- 
cians of  other  cities,  and  he  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  families  from  nearly  every  part  of  the 
country,  and  even  from  foreign  lands.  Thoroughly 
educated  and  devoted  to  his  profession,  he  also 
possessed  in  an  unusual  degree  the  kindly  dispo- 
sition, the  varied  intelligence  and  the  exalted  char- 
acter which  made  him  the  trusted  friend  of  persons 
in  every  condition  of  life. 

In  1850  Doctor  King  went  abroad  for  profes- 
sional improvement,  and  spent  a year  and  a half 
largely  among  the  hospitals  of  London,  Paris  and 
Dublin,  and  in  observing  the  most  approved 
methods  of  medical  practice.  He  also  made  im- 
portant additions  to  his  well-stored  medical  library. 
In  1872  he  again  visited  Europe  for  a somewhat 
longer  period,  with  his  family,  making  this  visit 
tributary  to  still  wider  professional  observations, 
not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  France,  but  also  in 
Italy  and  Germany. 

Doctor  King  became  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society  in  1834,  and  soon  began 
to  make  special  investigations  as  to  medical  science, 
and  practice.  He  won  prizes  offered  by  the  society 
in  1836,  1837  and  in  1839.  His  prize  essays  were 
all  published.  He  also  filled  in  succession  nearly 
every  office  in  the  society,  was  repeatedly  chosen 
its  president,  and  three  times  delivered  the  address 
at  its  annual  meetings.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
a frequent  attendant  at  its  meetings.  On  the  erec- 
tion of  the  State  Board  of  Health  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island  in  1877,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  its  members  and  filled  the  office  of  president 
to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  felt  a warm  interest  in 
the  objects  which  this  board  was  designed  to  pro- 
mote, and  in  1880  went  a third  time  to  Europe,  and 
informed  himself  fully  as  to  sanitary  methods  and 
regulations. 


Though  occupied  through  life  with  a large  pro- 
fessional practice.  Dr.  King  also  gave  much  atten- 
tion to  the  study  of  American  history,  especially 
of  the  history  of  his  native  State,  with  which  no 
man  of  his  time  was  more  familiar.  He  read 
numerous  papers  before  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  on  characters  and  events  in  Colonial 
history.  He  was  also  the  leading  founder  of  the 
Newport  Historical  Society,  in  1853,  and  was  its 
president  to  the  end  of  his  life,  and  while  in  Eng- 
land prosecuted  important  inquiries  relating  to  the 
local  history  of  the  town.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society,  and  a contributor  to  its  journal.  He  de- 
voted much  time  to  the  Redwood  Library,  in  New- 
port, of  which  he  was  long  the  president,  and  to 
which  he  left  a legacy  in  his  will,  as  he  did  also  to 
the  Newport  Historical  Society.  In  the  creation 
and  organization  of  the  Island  Cemetery,  in  his 
native  city,  he  took  a leading  part,  and  by  his 
judicious  counsel  and  exertions  he  contributed  very 
largely  toward  making  it  the  beautiful  spot  it  has 
now  become.  He  was  chosen  president  of  its 
corporation  at  its  organization,  in  1848,  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  office  till  his  death,  a period  of 
nearly  thirty-four  years. 

In  addition  to  his  medical  library  Dr.  King 
made  a large  and  costly  collection  of  books  of  gen- 
eral literature,  especially  of  English  and  American 
history.  He  was  a member  of  the  ancient  parish 
of  Trinity  Church,  and  did  much  to  promote  its 
prosperity,  and  to  all  the  higher  social  and  moral 
interests  of  his  native  city  he  was  warmly  devoted. 
Dr.  King  was  much  attached  to  the  place  of  his 
education,  and  at  the  college  commencement  in 
1881,  less  than  a year  before  his  death,  he  attended 
the  meeting  of  his  class  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  their  graduation,  and  prepared  for  that  occasion 
a touching  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  deceased 
class  mates,  and  to  the  honored  instructors  of  his 
college  days. 

In  1837  Lr.  King  was  married  to  Sarah  Gibbs, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Salmon  Wheaton,  D.  D.,  of  New- 
port, R.  I.,  and  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  blessed  this  marriage. 

Edward  King,  son  of  the  elder  Dr.  David,  was 
born  in  the  King  mansion  in  Pelham  street,  New- 
port, R.  I.,  and  after  acquiring  his  education  em- 
barked in  business  pursuits.  He  went  to  China 
and  resided  there  eight  years  and  for  a part  of  that 
period  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Russell  & 
Co.  Returning  to  his  native  city  he  married,  and 
built  and  established  his  home  in  Newport,  where 
and  at  New  York,  with  occasional  trips  abroad,  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  passed.  He  was  a great 
lover  of  art  and  in  his  visits  abroad  he  gratified 
his  desires  in  this  direction  and  improved  his  na- 
tural taste  for  it.  Mr.  King  loved  his  native  city 
and  ever  took  a great  interest  in  its  affairs.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  a seat  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
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Rhode  Island.  He  was  four  times  a representative 
in  the  Diocese  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  at 
one  time  vice-president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hos- 
pital and  president  of  Redwood  Library  Associa- 
tion, whose  hall  he  adorned  with  a noble  gift  of 
statuary. 

On  his  return  from  China,  Mr.  King  married 
Aliss  i\Iary  Augusta  LeRoy,  eldest  daughter  of 
Daniel  LeRoy,  of  New  York,  and  to  this  union 
w'ere  born  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely : George  Gordon  King,  who  married  Miss 
Annie  M.  Coats,  daughter  of  Sir  James  Coats,  of 
Ayr,  Scotland,  by  which  union  there  are  three 
children,  two  daughters  and  one  son ; and  Mrs. 
Louis  B.  McCagg,  of  New’  York. 

WiLLi.^M  Henry  King,  youngest  of  the  sons 
of  the  elder  Dr.  David  King,  of  Newport,  was 
born  in  that  city,  and  after  due  preparation  entered 
Brown  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1838.  As  did  his  brother  Edward, 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  life,  and  was  from  1840 
to  1850  a merchant  in  China,  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Russell  & Co.,  of  Canton.  Retiring  from  active 
business  in  1850  Mr.  King  thereafter  made  his 
home  at  Newport,  R.  L,  where  he  held  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  the  community. 

KNIGHT.  (I)  Richard  Knight,  the  emigrant 
ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  Knight  family,  ap- 
pears early  at  Newport,  R.  1.  In  1648  he  was 
married  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
Rogers,  and  in  that  year  purchased  land  in  New- 
port. He  figured  quite  prominently  in  the  public 
and  business  affairs  of  the  town.  In  1648-49  he 
was  keeper  of  the  prison ; 1648-49-50-53-54-57-58 
he  was  general  sergeant;  in  1655  he  was  made 
freeman;  and  in  1658,  Water  Bailiff.  In  1663, 
with  Henry  Hall,  he  bought  lands  in  Narragansett, 
known  as  the  Hall  and  Knight  Purchase.  On  Oct. 
13,  1677,  he  and  forty-seven  others  were  granted 
100  acres  each  in  a plantation  to  be  called  East 
Greenwich.  He  died  in  1680,  and  the  lands  were 
confirmed  to  his  widow,  who  died  in  1685.  Richard 
and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Knight  had  three  children, 
John,  Jonathan  and  David.  Of  these,  John  Knight 
resided  for  a time  in  East  Greenwich,  later  re- 
moving to  Norwich,  Conn.;  he  died  about  1710, 
leaving  children.  David  Knight  also  resided  in 
East  Greenwich  and  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  he  died 
in  1744,  leaving  children. 

(H)  Jonathan  Knight,  second  son  of  Sergeant 
Richard,  lived  in  Warwick.  On  April  30,  1678, 
he  was  made  freeman.  In  1693  he  had  200  acres 
of  the  Hall  and  Knight  Purchase  in  Narragansett 
laid  out  to  him.  On  March  15,  1694,  he  and  his 
wife  Hannah  sold  to  Thomas  Greene,  Sr.,  the 
house,  orchard  and  meadow  where  he  dwelt,  being 
al  his  interest  in  Warwick.  In  1695  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  Machantatack,  200  acres  of  which 
were  divided  off  and  bounded.  He  moved  to 
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Providence  at  this  time.  In  1704  he  was  deputy, 
also  in  that  year  lieutenant,  and  subsequently  cap- 
tain. He  died  June  25,  1717.  He  was  the  father 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Hannah,  Jonathan, 
Richard,  Robert  and  Joseph. 

(HI.)  Capt.  Robert  Knight  (i),  fourth  child 
of  Jonathan,  married  Mary  Potter,  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  (Burlingame)  Potter,  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Robert  Potter,  who,  with  Gov. 
Samuel  Gorton,  the  first  settler  of  Warwick,  and 
others  in  1643  resisted  the  authority  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Colony  and  were  taken  to  Boston  by 
soldiers  who  besieged  them  in  a fortified  house. 
They  were  charged  with  heresy  and  sedition,  sen- 
tenced td  be  confined  during  th?  pleasure  of  the 
court;  and  should  they  break  jail,  or  preach  their 
heresies,  or  speak  against  Church  or  State,  they 
should  die.  At  the  time  these  Warwick  men  were 
taken,  their  wives  and  children  were  forced  to 
betake  themselves  to  the  woods,  and  three  women 
died  from  exposure,  one  of  them  being  the  wife 
of  Robert  Potter.  Robert  Knight  ( i ) was  a free- 
man in  1720,  and  deputy  in  1736.  He  died  in  1771, 
and  in  his  will  proved  the  same  year  he  gives, 
besides  land  personal  property,  etc.,  to  his  children, 
the  sum  of  £2,000  to  one  grandson.  Robert  and 
Mary  (Potter)  Knight  had  nine  children,  namely: 
Edward,  William,  Robert,  Charles,  Joseph,  Mary, 
Esther,  Ruth  and  Patience. 

(I\")  Robert  Knight  (2),  third  child  of  Robert 
and  Mary  (Potter)  Knight,  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1721,  and  died  April  18,  1791.  On  Aug.  29, 
1742,  he  married  Mercy  Gorton,  born  July  4, 
1722;  she  died  Oct.  i,  1809.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Mercy  (Alatthewson)  Gorton,  and 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Gov.  Samuel  Gorton, 
taken  to  Boston  as  previously  stated,  and  one  of 
the  most  famous  and  remarkable  men  of  his  time. 
Robert  and  Mercy  (Gorton)  Knight  had  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Mercy ; Zilpha,  who  married  in 
1755  Nicholas  Sheldon  (2);  Mary;  Freelove; 
Robert;  and  Anne,  born  in  1760,  who  died  in  1833. 
The  last  named  married  on  Dec.  27,  1781,  Joseph 
Potter  (born  in  Cranston,  R.  L,  Aug.  12,  1757, 
died  Nov.  23,  1824),  and  they  had  nine  children, 
the  eighth  being  Alonzo,  born  July  10,  1800,  who 
became  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  who  was  thrice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Sarah  Maria  Nott,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Eliphalet  Nott,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  president  of  Union 
College.  Bishop  Alonzo  Potter  was  the  father  of 
Henry  Codman  Potter,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
New  York. 

(V)  Robert  Knight  (3),  fifth  child  of  Robert 
and  Mercy  (Gorton)  Knight,  was  born  June  12, 
1750,  and  died  July  31,  1823.  In  1769  he  was 
married  tq  Elizabeth  Hammond,  boYn  May  6,  1750, 
died  Aug.  24,  1845,  daughter  of  Capt.  Amos  Ham- 
mond, who  raised  and  commanded  a company  of 
soldiers  during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and 
afterward  took  them  into  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Crown  Point.  Robert 
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Knight  (3)  served  during  all  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  in  the  Captain  General’s  Cavaliers,  the  crack 
company  of  the  State,  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  a wheelwright  by  trade, 
and  also  engaged  at  farming.  Some  time  after 
1792  he  removed  from  Cranston  to  Providence  and 
located  at  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Westminster 
and  Burgess  streets,  and  there  died.  He  was  a 
very  upright  and  honorable  citizen. 

Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Hammond)  Knight  had 
twenty-two  children,  all  born  in  Cranston,  eleven 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  remaining  eleven 
were:  (i)  Rebecca,  born  Nov.  4,  1769,  died  May 
4,  1855.  She  married  Cyrus  Potter  and  in  1794 
they  were  pioneer  settlers  at  Fairfield,  Herkimer 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  building  their  log  cabin  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  finding  their  way  by  blazed  trees.  They 
had  four  children.  (2)  Lavina,  born  Dec.  8,  1770, 
died  Oct.  31,  1841.  She  married  John  Greene, 
and  removed  about  1797  to  Herkimer  county,  N. 
Y.,  settling  on  a farm  adjoining  that  of  her  sister. 
They  had  fourteen  children.  (3)  Nehemiah,  born 
April  13,  1774,  died  June  19,  1842.  He  married 
Loruhamah  Burton,  and  had  two  children:  Nehe- 
miah, Jr.,  who  was  a physician  and  died  about  1854; 
and  Elizabeth  who  died  unmarried.  Dr.  Knight 
resided  at  Sauquoit,  N.  Y.  He  was  the  father  of 
nine  children.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  15,  1778, 
died  April  19,  1795.  (5)  Stephen  was  born  ]\Iay 

13,  1780.  (6)  Robert  (4),  was  born  May  22,  1782. 

(7)  Amelia,  born  Jan.  i,  1784,  died  April  13,  1854. 
In  1800  she  married  Stephen  Burlingame,  born 
Oct.  27,  1779,  died  Dec.  4,  1862,  only  son  of  Caleb 
and  Lydia  Burlingame,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.  They 
had  four  children,  Owen;  Gorton,  Lucy  and  Robert, 
all  born  in  Cranston.  Of  these,  Owen  married 
Mary  Burton  Knight,  daughter  of  Elder  Richard 
Knight,  of  Cranston,  and  had  five  children,  Henry, 
Eliza,  Edward,  Albert  and  Mary  Jane.  Edward 
Burlingame,  born  April  13,  1825,  died  Aug.  15, 
1893,  was  married,  Oct.  24,  1853,  by  Rev.  Moses 
Fifield,  to  Jane  Fifield,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Celia  Fifield  and  Herbert  Fiske.  (8)  Celia,  born 
May  27,  1786,  died  July  31,  -1874.  On  March  5, 
1820,  she  married  Rev.  Moses  Fifield,  born  Dec. 
7,  1790,  died  April  19,  1859.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: Annah,  born  March  29,  1822,  died  July  10, 
1873,  married  Samuel  A.  Briggs,  and  had  three 
children ; Moses,  born  Dec.  23,  1823,  died  April 
9,  1900,  married  Hannah  A.  Allen,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Moses,  Henry  A.  and  Sarah  C. ; Jane 
is  widow  of  Edward  Burlingame,  as  before  men- 
tioned, the  latter  being  a grandson  of  Amelia  Knight 
and  Stephen  Burlingame ; Mary  is  unmarried. 

(9)  Amos,  born  July  24,  1788,  died  April  12,  1806. 

(10)  Annah,  born  March  i,  1790,  died  June  13, 
1813,  married  Samuel  Burlingame,  and  they  had 
two  children,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  (ii) 
Thomas  was  born  April  13,  1792. 

Elizabeth  (Hammond)  Knight,  wife  of  Robert 
Knight  (3)  and  mother  of  the  above  children, 
passed  her  ninety-fifth  birthday,  surviving  her 


husband  over  twenty-two  years.  She  was  a re- 
markable woman  in  many  ways,  retaining  all  her 
faculties,  to  the  very  last,  and  being  quite  active. 
She  was  a strict  and  devout  Christian  woman,  and 
until  a few  years  before  her  death  read  her  Bible 
and  hymn-book  without  the  aid  of  glasses.  She 
possessed  a wonderfully  retentive  memory,  and  was. 
well  posted  in  Scripture,  which  she  was  very  fond 
of  quoting.  For  some  time  after  locating  in  Provi- 
dence she  was  an  attendant  upon  divine  service 
held  in  the  home  of  Peleg  Boss,  on  High  (now 
Westminster)  street,  the  house  standing  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  what  is  now  Westminster  an'd 
Hammond  streets.  The  Roger  Williams  Free  Bap- 
tist Church  was  organized  in  that  house  in  1830,. 
and  Mrs.  Knight  became  a constituent  member.. 
She  attended  church  services  very  regularly,  as 
long  as  she  was  able.  She  died  revered  and  re- 
spected, and  was  buried  beside  her  husband  in 
Cranston,  later  being  removed  to  Swan  Point. 

(VI)  Stephen  Knight,  fifth  child  and  second 
son  of  Robert  (3)  and  Elizabeth  (Hammond) 
Knight,  was  born  May  13,  1780,  in  Cranston,  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  following  the 
occupation  of  farmer  all  his  life.  He  died  in  War- 
wick Oct.  I,  1848.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
farmer  in  the  employ  of  William  Sprague,  later 
working  at  farm  work  in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  for 
Elisha  Harris,  who  subsequently  became  governor 
of  Rhode  Island.  An  industrious  man,  of  Chris-^ 
tian  character,  he  was  highly  estemed.  He  was  a 
laboring  man  all  his  life,  and  as  he  had  a large- 
family  he  did  not  accumulate  any  means,  so  that 
his  sons,  as  they  grew  to  mature  years,  were  obliged 
to  step  out  and  shift  for  themselves. 

Stephen  Knight  was  twice  married,  first  to- 
Esther  Burton,  and  they  had  one  son,  Amos,  who- 
married  and  settled  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
reared  a family.  For  his  second  wife  Stephen 
Knight  married  Wealtha  Brayton,  born  April  8, 
1794,  died  Feb.  16,  1871,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Brayton.  They  had  nine  children,  as  follows : 

(1)  Sophia  Amelia,  born  Jan.  ii,  1812,  married 
Sept.  25,  1831,  James  Toleration  Harris,  a manu- 
facturer of  cotton  goods,  at  Exeter,  R.  I.,  who- 
was  born  Oct.  7,  1806,  and  died  in  April,  1885. 
They  had  three  children : George,  born  June  19, 
1833,  died  May  17,  1875,  married  on  July  29,  1863, 
Harriet  Shaw  Cottrel,  and  they  had  two  children,. 
Joseph  C.  (who  married  Mary  Keegan)  and  James 
T. ; Eleanor  Celynda,  born  Jan.  ii,  1835,  died  Nov. 
22,  1897,  married  on  Jan.  16,  1856,  Daniel  W. 
Dennison,  and  they  had  two  children,  Addie  Harris 
and  James  T.  Dennison ; Adaline  A.,  born  April 
7,  1837,  was  married  Jan.  2,  1866,  to  Rev.  Lorenzo 
Sears,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Sophie 
Knight  (who  died  in  infancy)  and  Sophie  Harris. 

(2)  Benjamin  Brayton  was  born  Oct.  3,  1813.  (3) 

Jeremiah  was  born  April  18,  1816.  (4)  Mary 

Briggs,  born  March  18,  1819,  died  Jan.  20,  1892, 
was  married  Oct.  14,  1839,  to  Lorenzo  Earle  Bowen, 
born  in  1810,  died  Jan.  23,  1886.  They  had  three 


30 


RHODE  ISLAND 


children,  Maria  E.,  Henry  E.  and  Maria  A.,  who 
all  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Annah,  born  Aug.  15, 
1824,  died  unmarried  June  18,  1878.  (6)  Robert 

was  born  Jan.  8,  1826.  (7)  Elizabeth,  born  Jan. 

S,  1826  (twin  to  Robert),  died  Nov.  19,  1868.  She 
married  Thomas  S.  Battey,  born  Aug.  21,  1824, 
died  March  28,  1902.  They  had  no  children. 
(8)  Stephen  Albert  was  born  June  5,  1828.  (9) 

Dexter  Newton  was  born  July  16,  1832. 

Wealtha  (Bray ton)  Knight,  wife  of  Stephen 
Knight,  and  mother  of  the  above  children,  was  a 
very  superior  woman.  Her  married  life  was  one 
•of  hard  toil  in  the  rearing  of  her  children,  in  ad- 
dition to  her  household  duties.  Shortly  after  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  removed  to  Providence, 
where  several  of  her  children  were  residing  and 
where  she  passed  the  rest  of  her  life.  She  united 
with  the  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church  during  the  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  Jonathan  Brayton,  and  later  trans- 
ferred to  the  Eriendship  Street  Baptist  Church 
during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bixby.  She  was 
a very  regular  attendant  upon  its  services.  Mrs. 
Knight  was  a noble  type  of  woman,  a kind-hearted, 
loving  wife  and  mother,  and  her  Christian  teach- 
ings and  sound  common  sense  advice  were  reflected 
in  the  lives  and  characters  of  her  children.  She 
was  mother  to  them  in  all  that  the  term  implies, 
and  they  were  devoted  to  her.  For  many  years 
it  was  a custom  for  her  five  sons,  all  men  of  busi- 
ness, to  visit  her  home  on  Summer  street  very  regu- 
larly each  Sunday  evening.  This  custom  they  fol- 
lowed until  her  death. 

(VTI)  Benjamin  Brayton  Knight  was  born 
Oct.  3,  1813,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  eldest  son  of 
Stephen  and  Wealtha  (Brayton)  Knight.  His 
early  life  was  passed  in  a manner  in  keeping  with 
the  custom  then  in  vogue  among  rural  families, 
especially  those  not  blessed  with  riches — assisting 
with  the  farm  work  in  season  and  attending  the 
neighborhood  school  through  the  winters.  His 
education  was  limited  to  these  occasional  terms  in 
the  district  school  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  In  1831,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  entered  the 
Sprague  Print  Works  at  Cranston,  and  served  as 
an  apprentice  for  a period  of  two  years,  after 
which  he  resumed  farming  until  1835. 

It  was  in  1835  that  young  Knight,  then  but 
twenty-two  years  oi  age,  began  the  initiative  move- 
ment of  his  remarkable  business  career  by  pur- 
chasing a small  lot,  and  moving  the  building 
placed  thereon  from  Providence.  This  lot  was  near 
the  Sprague  Print  Works,  and  he  opened  a grocery 
store.  At  the  end  of  five  years  his  experience  and 
foresight  led  him  to  look  for  a larger  field  and 
he  removed  to  the  city  of  Providence,  where  with 
Olney  Winsor  and  L.  E.  Bowen,  the  latter  his  part- 
ner in  business  in  Cranston,  he  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Winsor,  Knight  & Co.  Two  years  later  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partners,  and  in  1847 
his  brother,  Jeremiah  Knight,  became  associated 


with  him  under  the  name  of  B.  B.  Knight  & Co. 
It  was  not  long  afterward  that  Mr.  Knight  ex- 
tended his  business  by  engaging  in  the  flour  and 
grain  trade  with  D.  T.  Penniman,  under  the  style 
of  Penniman,  Knight  & Co.  A year  later  he  bought 
out  Mr.  Penniman,  and  for  four  years  did  a suc- 
cessful business  alone.  It  is  noticeable  that  as 
the  years  passed  and  he  gained  in  experience  and 
knowledge  his  ambition  and  energy  were  constantly 
leading  him  to  larger  enterprises,  to  greater  re- 
sponsibilities wherein  his  foresight  and  sagacity 
saw  the  greater  possibilities  of  success. 

In  1849  Knight  sold  his  grocery  interest  to 
his  brother  Jeremiah  Knight,  and  about  1851  parted 
with  a half-interest  in  the  flour  and  grain  business 
to  his  brother  Robert  Knight.  At  the  same  time 
he  purchased  of  Robert  Knight  a half-interest  in 
the  Pontiac  Mill  and  Bleachery,  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight  they  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  a cotton  industry  which  was  destined  ' 
to  surpass  any  of  its  kind  ever  established.  In 
the  succeeding  years,  under  the  careful  watching 
of  the  minutest  details  throughout  the  mill  and 
mills,  and  the  wise  management  of  the  business  and 
financial  affairs  of  the  concern  by  the  Knight 
brothers,  the  business  grew  and  multiplied  with 
such  phenomenal  rapidity  that  they  were  forced 
to  relinquish  their  interests  in  other  lines  that 
they  might  devote  their  whole  time  and  energies 
to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  cotton  goods.  This 
business  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight,  which  was  started 
on  such  a modest  scale,  was  soon  developed  by 
them  into  the  largest  of  its  kind  conducted  by  one 
firm,  not  only  in  New  England  and  this  country, 
but  in  the  world.  Let  us  look  for  a moment  at 
its  magnitude  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  in  1898.  At  that  time 
the  Knight  brothers  owned  and  operated  under 
various  corporate  names  no  less  than  twenty-one 
cotton-mills  in  towns  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  eleven  thou- 
sand looms  and  four  hundred  thousand  spindles, 
and  employing  nearly  seven  thousand  operatives. 
The  vast  property  then  controlled  by  the  firm  con- 
sisted of  fifteen  villages,  absolutely  separate  and 
independent  of  each  other  except  in  their  general 
management.  Of  the  twenty-one  mills  above  men- 
tioned sixteen  had  been  enlarged  and  repaired  dur- 
ing the  previous  eight  years,  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  some  millions  of  dollars.  The  principal 
mills  in  Rhode  Island  are : The  Pontiac  AEll  and 
Bleachery  at  Pontiac ; the  Natick  Mills  at  Natick ; 
Royal  and  Valley  Queen  Mills  at  Riverpoint; 
Arctic  Mill  at  Arctic;  White  Rock  Mill  at  Westerly  ; 
Clinton  Mill!  at  Woonsocket;  Grant  Mill  at  Provi- 
dence ; Lippitt  Mill  at  Lippitt ; Fiskeville  Mill  at 
Fiskeville ; and  the  Jackson  Mill  at  Jackson.  In 
Massachusetts  : The  Hebron  Mill  at  Hebronville  ; 
the  Dodgeville  iMill  at  Dodgeville ; the  Manchaug 
Mills  at  Manchaug;  and  the  Readville  Mill  at 
Readville.  The  famous  “Fruit  of  the  Loom”  mus- 
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lin,  known,  perhaps,  the  world  around,  has  been 
the  principal  product  of  these  factories.  At  this 
writing  (1907)  the  mills  owned  by  Robert  Knight 
number  twenty-four,  the  famous  Cranston  Print 
Works,  at  Cranston,  where  Robert  Knight  first 
began  work  in  a mill  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 
the  Nottingham  Mill  at  Providence  and  the  Lap- 
ham  Mill  at  Centreville,  having  recently  been  added 
to  the  properties.  The  firm  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight 
is  now  composed  of  Robert  Knight — the  founder 
of  the  business,  who  though  now  past  the  fourscore 
mark  of  years  seemingly  has  lost  none  of  his  old- 
time  fervor  and  vim,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  daily 
going  to  and  from  the  office,  and  seems  loath  to 
yield  to  others  the  oversight  of  affairs — and  his 
two  sons,  Webster  Knight  and  C.  Prescott  Knight, 
The  spindles  of  these  factories  now  number  five 
hundred  thousand.  Of  the  villages  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing,  the  inhabitants  wholly  or  in  part 
derive  their  livelihood  from  these  extensive  cotton- 
mills.  The  firm  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight,  independent 
of  all  other  operations  and  interests,  carry  on  a 
mammoth  mercantile  business  in  the  sale  of  the 
goods  of  their  own  manufacture.  They  have  no 
accounts  with  commission  merchants,  but  sell  their 
goods  direct  to  the  trade.  They  have  two  stores 
on  Worth  street,  New  York,  and  also  have  branches 
in  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  all  of  which 
are  directed  from  the  central  office,  which  is  located 
in  Providence.  The  company  also  own  and  carry 
on  extensive  farms  that  are  located  near  the  vari- 
ous villages,  and  operated  in  connection  with  the 
mill  properties. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Knight,  in  spite  of  the  enormous 
business  which  weighed  on  his  mind,  found  time 
to  render  efficient  service  both  as  a State  legisla- 
tor and  as  a factor  in  the  city  government  of 
Providence.  He  was  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1852,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was 
chosen  a representative  by  the  Republican  party 
in  1872,  in  the  latter  term  being  chairman  of  the 
Finance  committee.  He  served  as  alderman  from 
the  Sixth  ward  in  1865,  1866  and  1867,  and  while 
a member  of  that  body  occupied  the  position  of 
chairman  of  the  Finance  committee.  He  was  for 
many  years,  until  his  death,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Dexter  Donation  Fund. 

Mr.  Knight  was  president  of  the  old  Butchers 
& Drovers  Bank,  with  the  exception  of  about  one 
year,  from  its  organization,  July  2,  1853,  until  his 
death.  He  was  a director  in  different  insurance 
companies  and  was  prominently  connected  with 
other  business  institutions.  Mr.  Knight  died  at  his 
home  on  Broad  street.  Providence,  June  4,  1898, 
from  disease  incident  to  old  age.  The  funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  at  his  late  residence,  and  were 
marked  by  the  simplicity  so  characteristic  of  the 
man.  There  were  in  attendance  many  prominent 
men.  During  the  hours  of  the  funeral  the  cotton 
brokers  of  the  city  closed  their  places  of  business 
out  of  respect  for  the  deceased.  On  the  occasion 


of  the  death  of  Mr.  Knight  The  Providence  Daily 
Journal  of  June  6,  1898,  said  editorially : 

“Benjamin  Brayton  Knight,  who  died  in  this 
city  on  Saturday,  at  an  advanced  age,  was  one  of 
the  leaders  among  the  men  who  have  developed 
the  cotton  manufacturing  industry  in  this  country. 
His  life  was  that  of  the  typical  American,  devoted 
to  business  with  indefatigable  energy  and  persist- 
ence ; and  he  succeeded,  in  connection  with  his 
associates,  in  building  up  a manufacturing  property 
that  was  among  the  largest  of  its  kind  under  one 
management.  He  was  an  upright  citizen  and  the 
vast  business  which  he  organized  and  operated  has 
contributed  largely  to  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
this  State.  In  some  sense  the  world  owes  more  to 
the  successful  organizers  of  industry  than  to  any 
other  class.” 

On  Oct.  2,  1842,  Benjamin  Brayton  Knight  was 
married  to  Alice  Westcott  Collins,  daughter  of 
Elizur  W.  Collins,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.  She  died 
Feb.  8,  1850.  They  had  three  children:  Henry 
died  in  infancy ; Mary  Wealtha,  born  Sept.  19, 
1845,  died  unmarried  Aug.  17,  1870;  and  Walter 
Brayton,  born  Aug.  8,  1849,  died  Aug.  7,  1877. 
On  Dec.  3,  1851,  Mr.  Knight  was  married ''(second) 
by  Rev.  William  J.  Breed  to  Phebe  Ann  Slocum, 
born  June  29,  1822,  in  Pawtuxet,  daughter  of 
Abel  and  Phebe  (Fenner)  Slocum.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union  : ( i ) Alice  Spring, 

born  Dec.  15,  1853,  was  married,  Nov.  23,  1875, 
to  Howard  Okie  Sturges,  born  Feb.  24,  1845,  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Sturges  & Gammell,  at  Provi- 
dence. They  have  four  children : Walter  Knight, 
born  Aug.  25,  1876,  married  Marie  A.  Hayes,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Thomas  R.  and  Hayes ; 
Rush  was  born  Aug.  19,  1879;  Howard,  Dec.  23, 
1884,  and  Dorothy,  March  2,  1889.  (2)  Henry 

Eugene,  born  June  29,  1856,  died  Dec.  18,  1862. 
(3)  Adelaide  Maria,  born  Sept.  7,  1858,  was  mar- 
ried June  12,  1888,  to  William  L.  Hodgman,  who 
was  born  at  Bath,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  28,  1854,  and  is 
president  of  the  Title  Guarantee  Company  at  Provi- 
dence. They  have  one  child,  Hope  Knight,  born 
Nov.  2,  1889. 

Mrs.  Phebe  Ann  (Slocum)  Knight  passed  away 
Oct.  13,  1906.  She  was  a woman  of  wide  sympa- 
thies and  unstinted  generosity,  but  though  her 
charities  were  numerous  and  on  a large  scale  they 
were  distributed  so  quietly,  and  with  such  a lack 
of  ostentation,  that  none  knew  whom  she  bene- 
fited or  to  what  extent  she  gave  relief.  She  was 
the  founder  of  the  Children’s  Friend  Society,  more 
familiarly  known  as  the  Tobey  Street  Home,  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Sophia  Little  Home, 
and  was  long  identified  with  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

(VII)  Jeremiah  Knight,  second  son  of 
Stephen  and  Wealtha  (Brayton)  Knight,  was  born 
April  18,  1816,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  and  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited,  the  children  being 
put  to  work  at  an  early  age.  He  was  engaged  at 
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farm  work,  also  working  in  the  mill,  and  while  yet 
in  early  manhood  came  to  Providence.  For  a time 
he  was  associated  with  his  brother,  Benjamin  B., 
in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  B.  B.  Knight  & Co.  In  1849  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  brother  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone  for  a few  years.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased the  mill  at  Greenville  which  he  successfully 
conducted  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  for 
many  years,  until  his  health  compelled  him  to  give 
up  active  business,  a few  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  Oct.  17,  1890.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  never  cared  for  public  of- 
fice, his  entire  attention  being  devoted  to  his  busi- 
ness. He  was  a member  of  the  Mathewson  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Knight  was  a 
home  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  quiet  in  his 
manner  and  tastes.  He  was  highly  respected  and 
esteemed,  an  exemplary  man,  straightforward,  and 
of  high  integrity. 

On  Sept.  18,  1850,  Jeremiah  Knight  was  mar- 
ried (first)  to  Caroline  Reynolds,  born  Aug.  15, 
1826,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Dorcas  (Gardiner) 
Reynolds.  She  died  leaving  no  children.  On  Dec. 
28,  1854,  Mr.  Knight  married  Eliza  A.  King,  born 
Aug.  12,  1829,  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Hannah 
Fenner  (Olney)  King.  By  this  union  tnere  was 
one*  child,  Carrie  Amelia,  born  Nov.  18,  1855,  who 
married  June  3,  1879,  Edward  Shaw  (2nd),  a cotton 
goods  broker  at  Providence,  and  they  had  one 
one  child,  Marion  Knight,  born  Dec.  25,  1884,  died 
Nov.  I,  1898.  i\Irs.  Jeremiah  Knight  died  Oct. 
17,  1907. 

(VII)  Robert  Knight,  the  sixth  child  and 
third  son  of  Stephen  and  Wealtha  (Brayton) 
Knight,  was  born  Jan.  8,  1826,  in  Old  Warwick, 
R.  I.  His  father,  a farmer,  believed  in  a practical 
education,  and  having  removed  his  family  to  the 
town  of  Cranston  young  Robert  as  a lad  of  eight 
years  was  put  to  work  in  the  Cranston  Print  Works, 
which  property,  as  before  stated,  he  now  owns. 
After  two  years  of  service  there  he  became  an 
employee  in  the  Elisha  Harris  Cotton  Mill,  in 
Coventry,  R.  I.  This  was  his  field  of  labor  until 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  during  a part  of 
which  time  he  worked  fourteen  hours  per  day,  and 
received  the  first  year,  for  his  services,  seventy- 
five  cents  per  week.  His  next  experience,  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother,  Benjamin  B. 
Knight,  a merchant  of  Providence,  covered  a period 
of  two  years  beginning  in  1843.  As  time  passed 
he  had  given  thought  to  the  advantage  that  an 
education  would  be  to  him  and  concluded  to  put 
these  thoughts  into  practical  shape  by  attendance 
at  school.  By  the  aid  of  friends  he  was  enabled  to 
pass  a year  and  a half  at  the  Pawcatuck  Academy, 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  by  diligent  study  and  the 
proper  use  of  his  time  he  was  prepared  to  teach 
school,  presiding  over  a district  school  in  the  town 
of  Exeter,  R.  I.,  for  a term  of  four  months.  Fol- 
lowing this  new  experience,  in  1846,  he  became  a 


clerk  in  the  factory  store  of  Hon.  John  H.  Clark, 
at  Arnold’s  Bridge,  now  Pontiac,  R.  I.,  his  wages 
being  eight  dollars  per  month  and  board.  Mr. 
Clark  having  been  subsequently  elected  a United 
States  senator  from  Rhode  Island,  the  cotton-mill 
and  bleachery  at  Arnold’s  Bridge  were  leased  to 
Zachariah  Parker  and  the  store  clerk,  young 
Knight,  for  $5,000  a year.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  Mr.  Knight’s  most  remarkable  business  career, 
not  only  remarkable  for  its  longevity  but  phenom- 
enal for  its  achievements,  for  the  vastness  and 
magnitude  of  the  many  industries  it  has  largely 
been  instrumental  in  developing. 

In  October,  1850,  Messrs.  Parker  & Knight  be- 
came the  owners  of  the  Clark  property,  paying 
for  it  $40,000.  One  year  later  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  became  sole  owner  of  the  mills, 
having  purchased  his  partner’s  interest  therein, 
and  at  that  time  Arnold’s  Bridge  gave  place  to 
Pontiac,  as  the  village  has  since  been  designated, 
the  change  of  name  being  made  by  Mr.  Knight. 

About  1851  Mr.  Knight  became  associated  in 
the  flour  and  grain  business  in  Providence  with 
his  older  brother,  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin  Brayton 
Knight,  Robert  purchasing  a half-interest  and  at 
the  same  time  selling  to  Benjamin  a half-interest 
in  the  Pontiac  Mill.  There,  at  this  time,  began 
a business  connection  between  these  brothers  that 
was  only  severed  by  the  death  of  Benjamin  in  1898, 
one  of  nearly  fifty  years  of  the  closest  and  most 
friendly  relations  and  one  of  great  achievement, 
perhaps  without  a parallel  in  the  country.  Both 
were  men  whose  boyhood  witnessed  the  rougher 
side  of  life,  both  men  of  energy  and  effort  and 
force,  ambitious  to  excel,  yet  of  somewhat  differ- 
ent temperaments,  but  all  in  all  well  suited  for  the 
respective  roles  each  was  to  play  in  the  great  busi- 
ness drama  which  their  force,  sagacity  and  fore- 
sight enabled  them  to  enact — the  establishment  of 
the  greatest  cotton  industry  business  in  this  coun- 
try, if  not  in  the  world. 

From  the  founding  of  the  business  by  Robert 
Knight  at  Pontiac,  through  the  succeeding  years 
under  the  careful  watching  of  the  most  minute 
details  throughout  the  mill  and  mills  and  the  wise 
management  of  the  business  and  finances  of  the 
concern  by  the  Knight  brothers,  the  business  grew 
and  multiplied  with  such  phenomenal  rapidity  that 
they  were  obliged  to  relinquish  their  interest  in 
other  lines  that  they  might  devote  their  whole 
time  and  energies  to  the  manufacture,  finish  and 
sale  of  cotton  goods.  Their  business,  which  was 
started  on  such  a modest  scale,  was  soon  developed 
by  ^ them,  as  we  have  sta'ted,  into  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  world.  Glance  for  a moment  at  its 
magnitude.  The  firm  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight 
(Robert  Knight  purchased  the  interest  of  B.  B. 
Knight  from  the  latter’s  heirs  in  1898)  own  and 
operate  under  various  corporate  names  no  less  than 
twenty-four  cotton-mills,  scattered  throughout  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  with  an  aggregate 
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capacity  of  twelve  thousand  looms,  nearly  five  hun- 
dred thousand  spindles,  and  employing  more  than 
seven  thousand  operatives.  The  vast  property  con- 
trolled by  the  firm  consists  of  seventeen  villages, 
absolutely  separate  and  independent  of  each  other 
except  in  their  general  management.  Of  these 
twenty-four  mills,  sixteen  were  enlarged  and  re- 
paired during  the  eight  years  previous  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  B.  Knight,  requiring  an  expendi- 
ture of  some  millions  of  dollars.  The  principal 
raw  material  used  in  these  mills  is  cotton,  of  which, 
for  the  full  year’s  supply,  about  sixty  thousand 
bales  is  bought  in  the  beginning  of  the  season,  in- 
volving an  expenditure  of  over  $3,000,000.  From 
this  cotton  are  produced:  yarns  and  the  famous 
“Fruit  of  the  Loom,”  known  the  world  over.  The 
annual  product  of  all  the  mills  in  cloth  amounts 
to  approximately  77,500,000  yards,  which  would 
encircle  the  globe  more  than  one  and  three-quarters 
times. 

Differing  from  his  brother,  the  late  Benjamin 
B.  Knight,  Robert  Knight  has  had  little  or  no  taste 
for  public. affairs,  other  than  such  as  good  citizen- 
ship always  implies.  His  has  been  distinctively  a 
business  life,  he  never  having  held  any  public  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  exclusively  to  busi- 
ness. He  was  a director  in  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce,  Providence,  from  1867  to  1884,  when 
he  was  elected  president,  which  office  he  now  holds. 
He  was  an  incorporator  of  the  People’s  Savings 
Bank,  was  elected  a director  in  1874,  and  in  1884 
became  its  president.  He  has  also  been  connected 
officially  with  other  banking  institutions  and  sev- 
eral insurance  companies.  He  was  for  several  years 
a director  of  the  New  York,  Providence  & Boston 
Railroad  Company.  He  is  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

Although  Mr.  Robert  Knight  has  passed  the 
fourscore  year  mark  of  time  he  is  found  regularly 
each  day  in  his  accustomed  place  of  business  at  his 
desk  in  the  office,  giving  attention  to  business  mat- 
ters in  a manner  that  would  abash  men  many  years 
his  junior.  He  possesses  a wonderful  knowledge 
of  the  details  of  the  great  business  with  which  he 
has  so  long  been  identified,  and  in  the  development 
of  which  he  has  played  so  conspicuous  a part.  His 
capacity  for  work  and  physical  power  of  endurance 
for  one  of  his  advanced  years  are  remarkable.  He 
personally  visits  the  various  mills  of  the  firm,  and 
is  ever  abreast  of  the  times.  He  is  a large,  well- 
proportioned  man,  of  fine  physique,  and  carriage, 
is  affable  and  kindly  in  manner,  easily  approached, 
making  the  stranger  at  once  feel  at  ease  in  his 
presence. 

In  1891  quite  a lengthy  article  appeared  in 
print,  prepared  by  one  who  knew  well  the  Knight 
brothers,  Benjamin  B.  and  Robert,  their  history  and 
the  history  of  their  great  business,  which  set  forth 
its  magnitude,  its  vastness  and  the  relations  it  sus- 
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tained  to  the  State  and  the  thousands  of  homes  and 
the  communities  in  which  their  various  mills  were 
located,  etc.,  from  which  we  take  the  liberty  here 
to  quote  extracts.  This  article  appeared  over  the 
initials  “G.  M.”  He  observes  that  they  “are  re- 
markable men.  * * Their  lives  and  wonder- 

ful business  careers  are  worthy  of  note,  since  their 
labor  and  skill  have  contributed  so  largely  to  the 
welfare  of  the  State,  and  to  the  people  in  the  com- 
munities affected  by  the  great  enterprises.  The 
unparalleled  success  and  the  enormous  possessions 
of  the  Messrs.  Knight  are  of  especial  significance, 
since  their  great  achievement  has  been  the  result 
of  their  own  individual  and  mutual  effort.  It  is 
the  product  of  the  labor  and  genius  of  two  men, 
skillful  masters  of  their  professions,  thoroughly 
conversant  with  all  the  details  of  their  business, 
to  which  they  have  devoted  their  lives  and  energies 
without  diversion  therefrom  during  the  period  of 
over  forty  years.  * * * 

“I  cannot  conclude  this  sketch  without  a notice 
of  the  interest  manifested  by  this  firm  in  matters 
outside  of  the  simple  operations  of  their  mills.  In; 
several  of  their  villages  they  have  built  churches,, 
in  others  large  halls  for  the  pleasure  and  benefit 
of  their  employees,  as  also  for  use  in  religious  ser- 
vice. It  is  to  be  observed  also  that  they  con- 
tribute liberally  to  the  support  of  Christian  work,, 
irrespective  of  their  denomination ; their  aid  has 
been  extended  to  Protestant  and  Catholic.  At 
Hebron  there  is  a fine  church  built  by  them  for  the 
Methodists.  At  Natick  they  are  rebuilding  in  the 
most  thorough,  liberal  and  convenient  manner  the 
Baptist  Church  and  vestry.  At  Pontiac  there  is  an 
Episcopal  Church,  which  is  worthy  of  special  notice. 
It  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  a beautiful  ex- 
ample of  modern  church  architecture ; its  interior 
is  of  elegant  design,  tastefully  decorated  and  most 
liberally  furnished.  It  has  a fine  pipe  organ,  in- 
direct steam  heating,  and  a gas  plant  for  lighting, 
* * * This  church,  with  its  several  appendages 

and  complete  equipment,  is  the  munificent  gift  of 
the  Messrs.  B.  B.  & R.  Knight,  and  built  in  1888, 
at  a cost  of  about  $20,000.  * * * 

“It  is  in  this  light  that  the  interests  and  per- 
sonal character  of  the  subjects  of  this  sketch  (B. 
B.  and  R.  Knight)  are  to  be  considered.  The 
magnitude  of  their  business  operations  and  their 
financial  success  is  without  a parallel  in  the  world, 
when  considered  within  the  lines  of  their  field  of 
work.  The  confidence  reposed  in  them  respecting 
the  security  and  performance  of  their  business  op- 
erations, and  the  appreciation  and  regard  for  their 
experience  and  judgment  in  the  direction  of  such 
vast  financial  interests,  as  also  in  the  counsels  of 
the  boards  of  direction,  and  in  the  positions  of  chief 
executive  management  of  several  of  the  largest 
banking  institutions,  constitute  a factor  of  safety 
even  in  a community  of  great  wealth,  as  in  the  city 
of  Providence,  where  success  has  crowned  the 
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efforts  of  other  men  in  an  eminent  degree. 

“A  history  of  the  lives  and  business  career  of 
these  two  brothers  would  be  one  of  unusual  inter- 
est to  the  present,  as  well  as  to  the  generations 
that  follow.  The  contributions  of  their  energies 
and  labor  have  been  of  value  to  the  world.  They 
are  men  who  have  come  up  frcxn  the  ranks,  they 
have  seen  all  sides  and  phases  of  life,  from  poverty 
to  the  possession  of  enormous  wealth.  The  route 
over  which  they  traveled  is  free  and  open  to  all. 
They  have  by  fair,  honest  effort  attained  unto  the 
position  which  they  now  occupy.  They  are  of 
simple  habits,  without  ostentation  or  show.  The 
interest  in  their  employees,  as  exhibited  in  the 
liberal  plans,  now  in  process  of  execution,  re- 
specting the  order  of  their  villages,  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  people,  provision  for  amusement, 
education,  church  work  and  charities,  all  of  which 
are  rendered  in  a quiet,  unassuming  manner,  but 
with  a just  and  liberal  si)irit — these  are  evidences 
of  a desire  and  purpose  on  their  part  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  communities  where  their  mills 
are  located  that  must  be  of  great  value  in  the 
promotion  of  order,  good  feeling  and  reciprocal 
interest  to  all  concerned.  They  are  men  of  strong 
convictions,  powerful'  in  the  natural  resources  of 
both  mind  and  body ; the'  traits  of  their  character 
are  pre-eminently  positive.  They  are  possessed  of 
an  indomitable  spirit,  an  iron  will,  a courage  that 
never  falters.  Difficulties,  however  formidable,  do 
not  restrain  them;  whatever  their  judgment  ap- 
proves, and  they  believe  to  be  right,  they  enter 
upon  with  a determined  spirit,  and  pursue  it  until 
the  object  is  accomplished.  Beneath  the  shield  of 
these  strong  forces,  which  have  made  their  suc- 
cess, there  are  other  qualities  in  their  character 
equally  deserving  of  mention,  which  have  been  con- 
cealed, it  may  be,  from  the  public  view,  by  the  force 
of  the  circumstances  which  surround  them.  They 
are  men  of  deep  sympathies  and  tender  hearts. 
All  who  have  had  the  privilege  of  intimate  personal 
acquaintance,  or  social  relations,  must  have  recog- 
nized these  as  strongly  marked.  There  are  many 
who  have  been  the  recipients  of  their  favor,  in  in- 
fluence, financial  assistance,  or  charity,  who  knew 
not  from  whence  it  came,  or  the  hands  which  be- 
stowed it. 

"The  subjects  of  this  review,  who  now  occupy 
a position  of  such  vast  influence  and  power,  were 
born  of  poor  parents,  trained  and  nurtured  by  lov- 
ing hearts,  the  principles  constituting  the  founda- 
tions of  their  lives  inculcated  through  the  teachings 
of  a Christian  mother,  from  necessity  placed  at 
work  when  very  young,  with  but  limited  educa- 
tional advantages;  Benjamin  B.  upon  the  farm, 
then  into  the  Print  Works,  from  thence  into  the 
store,  where  he  acquired  the  experience  and  prac- 
tical knowledge  which  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
career  as  a merchant  and  financier ; Robert  in  the 
mills  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  working  fourteen 
hours  a dav  for  a trifling  sum  several  years  and 


later  receiving  but  seventy-five  cents  per  week, 
possessed  of  the  same  spirit  of  ambition  which  ap- 
pears so  conspicuously  in  later  life,  he  is  enabled 
to  surmount  many  of  the  difficulties  surrounding 
his  boyhood,  and  we  find  him  as  a teacher  in  a dis- 
trict school,  later  as  a clerk  in  the  office  of  John 
H.  Clark,  at  Arnold’s  Mills,  subsequently  pur- 
chased by  him  and  given  its  present  name  of 
Pontiac.  His  labor  and  training  in  the  mills  gave 
to  him  the  necessary  practical  knowledge  as  a manu- 
facturer to  which  must  be  attributed  in  a large  mea- 
sure his  subsequent  success.  Both  of  these  brothers 
combine  with  their  technical  knowledge  rare  quali- 
ties of  administrative  ability,  the  result  of  great 
native  talent  and  training.  Adding  to  these  great 
energy,  the  indomitable  will,  the  steady  industry 
and  consistent  labor,  the  careful  attention  to  the 
most  minute  details  of  their  business,  constitute 
the  essential  elements  which  have  secured  their 
unparalleled  success,  and  {)laced  them  in  the  pre- 
eminently distinguished  position  which  they  now 
occupy.  *=!==(= 

On  March  5,  1849,  Robert  Knight,  was  mar- 
ried, by  the  Rev.  John  P.  Cleveland,  D.  D.,  to 
Jose])hine  Louisa  Webster,  born  June  23,  1829, 
daughter  of  Royal  A.  and  Hannah  C.  (Parker) 
Webster.  They  have  had  nine  children;  (i) 
Josephine  Elizabeth,  born  April  i,  1850,  died  un- 
married Nov.  20,  1897.  (2)  Robert  Webster,  born 

April  4,  1852,  died  July  25,  1853.  (3)  Webster, 

born  Aug.  10,  1854,  was  married,  Jan.  27,  1881, 
to  Sarah  Waite  Lippitt,  daughter  of  Peleg  W.  and 
Catharine  (Earle)  Lippitt,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Robert  Lippitt,  born  April  9,  1883,  and  Ade- 
laide, born  Oct.  18,  1885.  Webster  Knight  pre- 
pared for  Brown  University  at  Mowry  & Goff’s 
English  and  Classical  School,  and  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1876.  He  then  entered  the 
office  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  uncle  became  a member  of  the  firm.  Colonel 
Knight  was  a member  of  the  staff  of  Gov.  Charles 
Warren  Lippitt.  He  is  a director  in  the  Phenix 
National  Bank  and  the  People’s  Savings  Bank,  and 
is  a director  in  several  insurance  companies  and  a 
member  of  several  clubs.  (4)  Franklin,  born  Sept. 
7,  1856,  died  March  31,  1858.  (5)  Harriet  Louisa, 

born  Oct.  20,  1858,  died  Feb.  17,  1865.  (6)  Clin- 

ton Prescott,  born  Oct.  3,  1861,  was  married  June 
II,  1889.  to  Jessie  May  Cone,  daughter  of  Henry 
R.  and  Mary  (Davis)  Cone,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Clinton  Prescott,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  24,  1891, 
and  Webster,  born  April  21,  1893.  Clinton  Pres- 
cott Knight  attended  Mowry  & Goff’s  School  and 
entered  Brown  Lhiiversity,  hut  after  a time  was 
compelled  to  abandon  his  studies  because  of  poor 
health.  He  entered  the  office  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight, 
subsequently  becoming  a member  of  the  firm.  He 
is  a director  in  'the  Rational  Bank  of  Commerce, 
the  People’s  Savings  Bank  and  the  Union  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  as  well  as  in  other  finan- 
cial organizations,  and  socially  he  is  a member  of 
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several  clubs.  (7)  Sophie,  born  July  4,  1865,  was 
married,  Nov.  5,  1890,  to  Rev.  Edmund  Swett 
Rousmaniere,  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church  at 
Providence.  (8)  Edith,  born  June  4,  1870,  is  un- 
married. (9)  Royal,  born  July  12,  1872,  died  July 
24,  1879. 

(Vll)  Stephen  Albert  Knight  was  born  in 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  June  5,  1828,  the  fourth  son  and 
eighth  child  of  Stephen  and  Wealtha  (Brayton) 
Knight.  At  an  early  age,  on  April  i,  1835,  he  began 
work  in  the  cotton-mill  owned  by  Elisha  Harris, 
at  Coventry.  Thus  Mr.  .Knight  had  not  even 
ordinary  educational  advantages.  His  knowledge 
of  reading  was  acquired  at  the  Sabbath-school,  and 
he  learned  to  write  and  do  sums  at  night  after  his 
labor  in  the  mill  was  over.  He  began  work  in  the 
Harris  mill  as  a bobbin  boy,  his  wages  being  forty- 
two  cents  a week,  and  a day’s  work  at  that  time 
averaged  about  fourteen  hours.  Remaining  there 
until  his  eighteenth  year,  he  was  then  employed 
as  a mule-spinner  in  the  cotton-mill  owned  by  Dr. 
Harris  at  River  Point,  and  six  months  after  going 
there  became  a second  hand  in  the  same  room,  con- 
tinuing until  the  fall  of  1847.  The  next  year  he 
served  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Bowen  & Battey, 
grocers,  at  Providence.  In  1849  he  entered  the 
factory  of  Parker  & Knight  (of  which  firm  his 
brother  Robert  was  a member),  at  Arnold’s  Bridge, 
now  Pontiac,  R.  I.,  being  overseer  of  the  spinning- 
room  until  the  fall  of  1850,  when  work  in  the  fac- 
tory was  suspended  for  about  eight  months  in  order 
to  remodel  the  mill.  Six  months  of  that  time  he 
spent  at  Fruit  Hill  Academy,  under  the  tuition  of 
Stanton  Belden,  an  experience  which  proved  of 
great  benefit  to  him ; it  was  the  only  time  he  ever 
spent  in  a schoolroom.  So  thoroughly  did  he 
realize  the  importance  of  this  opportunity  that  he 
studied  day  and  night,  and  in  the  common  branches 
only. 

In  the  summer  of  1851  Mr.  Knight  resumed 
his  duties  in  the  mill,  remaining  there  until  Febru- 
ary, 1853,  when  he  removed  to  Hebronville,  Mass., 
and  with  his  brothers,  Benjamin  B.  and  Robert 
Knight,  purchased  the  mill  property  there  of  Hark- 
ness  & Stead.  The  mill  being  entirely  new,  with- 
out any  machinery,  Mr.  Knight  began  to  supply  the 
necessary  machinery  and  to  build  tenement 
houses.  While  he  was  thus  engaged  the  mill  was 
struck  by  lightning  and  consumed,  but  a brick  mill, 
with  a capacity  of  5,000  spindles,  was  immediately 
erected  and  put  into  operation,  July  i,  1854,  Mr. 
Knight  becoming  superintendent.  Since  then  the 
capacity  of  the  mill  has  been  increased  to  28,000 
spindles,  and  many  new  tenements  have  been 
erected. 

When  j\Ir.  Knight  located  at  Hebronville  the 
village  consisted  of  only  five  houses,  and  only 
four  trees  were  standing.'  He  set  out  the  beautiful 
trees  there,  graded  the  streets,  and  otherwise  beauti- 
fied the  village,  all  the  improvements  and  growth 
of  the  village  being  due  entirely  to  his  efforts.  He 


built  tbe  Hebron  Free  Public  Library,  and  it  was 
through  his  influence  that  the  post-office  at  Hebron- 
ville was  established,  Mr.  Knight  becoming  tbe  first 
postmaster  and  serving  for  many  years.  He  drew 
the  plans  for  and  erected  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Hebronville. 

In  1866  Mr.  Knight  moved  to  Providence  and 
became  the  agent  of  the  Hebron  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  in  that  year  purchased  the  Dodge- 
ville  mill  property.  Mr.  Knight  superintended  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Dodgeville  mill,  and  in- 
creased its  capacity  from  7,000  spindles  to  28,000 
spindles.  He  built  forty-eight  new  tenements,  and 
reconstructed  the  remaining  forty  tenements  in  the 
village.  At  Dodgeville,  as  at  Hebronville,  Mr. 
Knight  made  a great  many  improvements  in  the 
village.  For  the  Catholic  people  he  bought  land 
for  church  and  burial  purposes,  built  the  church  to 
the  superstructure,  and  contributed  very  liberally 
to  the  remainder  of  the  building  expense.  The 
church  was  named  St.  Stephen’s  by  the  Bishop  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Knight.  He  was  also  instrumental 
in  having  the  post-office  established  there.  In  1868 
he  bought  one-half  of  the  Grant  mill  in  Providence, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  Zachariah 
Parker,  in  1870,  the  Hebron  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany bought  the  whole  mill  property  there.  After 
that,  under  Mr.  Knight’s  supervision,  this  mill 
was  remodeled  and  enlarged,  a new  building  erected, 
and  the  capacity  increased  many  times  over. 

After  the  death  of  B.  B.  Knight,  in  1898, 
Stephen  A.  Knight  became  president  and  agent  of 
this  company,  the  Hebron  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  position  he  held  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Aug.  10,  1907.  He  had  a long  and  suc- 
cessful identification  with  the  cotton  manufacturing 
industry  and  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  his 
line  in  New  England.  His  lifetime  from  boyhood 
was  spent  in  the  cotton  business,  with  the  exception 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1879,  when  because 
of  his  health  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  his 
duties.  For  five  years  he  was  a director  and  for 
two  years  served  as  president  of  the  New  England 
Cotton  Manufacturers  Association,  an  organization 
with  headquarters  at  Boston.  He  was  a delegate 
from  the  Arkwright  Club  to  the  Reciprocity  Con- 
vention held  at  Washington  in  1903,  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  tariff  measures.  He  was  a delegate  from 
the  New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion to  the  Conference  of  the  International  Growers 
and  Manufacturers  of  Cotton  of  the  World,  held  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  May  i and  2,  1906.  It  was  the 
first  meeting  of  the  kind  ever  held,  and  delegates 
from  the  cotton  growing  and  cotton  manufactur- 
ing countries  of  the  globe  were  present.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  New  England  Cotton  Manu- 
facturers’ Association,  held  in  April,  1906,  Mr. 
Knight  read  a paper  prepared  by  himself,  “Remin- 
iscences of  Seventy-one  Years  Spinning  Cotton.” 
The  interesting  character  of  this  paper  caused  it 
to  be  printed  in  many  of  the  leading  dailies,  trade 
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journals  and  magazines  at  the  time.  A subsequent 
and  similar  article,  prepared  for  a Providence  paper, 
appears  herewith.  Mr.  Knight,  as  will  be  seen, 
spent  over  seventy-two  continuous  years  in  the 
cotton  manufacturing  business,  and  was  without 
doubt,  in  point  of  service,  the  oldest  cotton  manu- 
facturer in  the  world.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
president  of  the  Textile  Club,  of  Boston.  He  was 
a director  of  the  Arkwright  Club  of  Massachusetts, 
and  for  four  years  served  as  vice-president  of  the 
Home  Market  Club  of  that  city.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Squantum,  Economic  and  Congregational 
Clubs  at  Providence,  and  a member  of  the  Provi- 
dence Board  of  Trade. 

Stephen  Albert  Knight  was  married,  IMay  5, 
1851,  to  Ellen  Parker,  who  was  born  June  29,  1829, 
daughter  of  Zachariah  and  Eliza  (Rice)  Parker, 
the  former  a well-known  man  in  the  cotton  manu- 
facturing business  in  Rhode  Island,  and  at  one  time 
associated  with  Robert  Knight  in  business  at 
Pontiac.  They  had  three  children  : ( i ) Eloren- 

tine  Augusta,  born  IMay  23,  1852,  was  married 
May  16,  1874,  to  Frederick  H.  Angell,  and  died 
March  30,  1884.  (2)  Emma  Jane,  born  Oct.  16, 

1854,  married  Oct.  28,  1896,  Franklin  Sylvanus 
Jewett,  M.  D.,  of  Providence.  (3)  Annie  Bray- 
ton,  born  Sept.  4,  1861,  died  unmarried  March 
26,  1884. 

Mr.  Knight  was  always  a man  whose  interest 
and  attention  were  devoted  to  the  business  which 
he  made  his  life  work.  He  never  cared  for  public 
offices,  yet  took  the  interest  of  a business  man  in 
the  success  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
affiliated.  He  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Phenix,  R.  L,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  his  death  a member  of  the  Onion  Congregational 
Church  at  Providence.  A man  of  regular  habits, 
his  naturally  robust  constitution  stood  him  well, 
and  although  well  along  toward  four-score  years 
he  was  active  in  mind  and  body,  displaying  a ca- 
pacity for  his  duties  that  would  have  done  credit  to 
one  many  years  his  junior. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Knight’s  death  the  Provi- 
dence Tribune  said  editorially  in  part:  “Mr. 
Knight  was  a man  of  not  a little  prominence  among 
the  cotton  manufacturers  of  the  country,  having 
held  high  office  in  their  associations ; and  during 
his  long  life  in  business  he  must  be  judged  to 
have  contributed  much,  in  his  industrious  and  un- 
obtrusive way,  to  the  building  up  of  that  one 
of  our  great  local  industries  with  which  his  family 
name  is  conspicuously  connected.” 

The  Providence  Journal  made  the  following  edi- 
torial comment  upon  his  life  and  work : “Stephen 
Albert  Knight,  President  of  the  Hebron  Manufac- 
turing Company,  who  died  Saturday  night  at  But- 
tonwoods, led  a life  of  industry  and  service  that 
brought  comfort  and  happiness  to  hundreds  of 
families.  He  represented  a high  type  of  employer. 
Through  the  hardest  sort  of  labor  in  cotton-mills 


during  his  youth  he  learned  the  difficulties  that 
employees  have  to  meet,  and  when  he  became  a 
mill  owner  he  did  not  forget  their  point  of  view. 
Indeed,  to  the  very  end  of  his  business  life  he 
came  into  intimate  daily  contact  with  those  who 
worked  for  his  large  company  and  plainly  showed 
that  he  had  their  welfare  at  heart.  Such  personal 
relations  between  employer  and  employed  are  un- 
usual to-day  and  almost  impossible  in  great  com- 
panies. To  maintain  them  Mr.  Knight  was  doubt- 
less compelled  to  sacrifice  considerable  personal 
comfort,  but  the  gain  in  the  trust  and  friendship 
of  his  employees  must  have  amply  repaid  him. 

“The  life  of  a man  like  Mr.  Knight  is  worth  to 
a community  more  than  can  easily  be  realized.  It 
encourages  young  men  who  have  only  a humble 
start  to  w'ork  with  energy,  courage  and  hope.  It 
should  convince  managers  of  large  enterprises  that 
consideration  for  the  welfare  of  their  servants  not 
only  helps  their  business,  but  earns  dividends  in 
good-will  and  affection  that  are  the  most  valuable 
legacies  even  a man  of  wealth  can  leave  to  his 
relatives  or  to  his  city  and  State.  Mr.  Knight  has 
served  his  generation  well.” 

The  Cotton  Business  in  1835  And  Now. 


Prepared  by  IMr.  Stephen  A.  Knight  for  the 
Providence  Sunday  Journal,  and  printed 
therein  July,  1906. 

Perhaps  no  other  branch  of  industry  illustrates 
more  forcibly  the  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  conditions  of  employment  and  the  lives  of  mill 
w'orkers,  during  the  past  three-quarters  of  a cen- 
tury, than  the  cotton  spinning  industry.  One  whose 
memory  does  not  go  back  to  the  early  days  of  the 
industry  in  New  England  can  hardly  realize  the 
striking  comparisons  that  are  offered  between  con- 
ditions of  1835,  when  I first  entered  the  mill,  and 
those  of  to-day.  We  may  sigh,  at  times,  for  the 
“good  old  days,”  as  they  are  called,  but  this  is 
only  because  the  actual  conditions  of  those  old 
days  are  half  forgotten,  and  the  memory  of  their 
hardships  softened  by  the  passage  of  the  years. 

During  my  connection  with  the  cotton  industry 
I have  seen  the  hours  of  work  reduced  over  thirty 
per  cent.,  wages  increased  some  two  hundred  per 
cent.,  such  child  labor  as  was  the  unquestioned  cus- 
tom of  those  days  prohibited  by  law,  and  an  increase 
in  educational  and  social  advantages  that  we  little 
dreamed  of.  All  these  changes  have  been  of 
gradual  development,  so  that  only  those  of  us 
whose  memory  goes  back  to  the  earlier  days,  and 
whose  experience  includes  the  new  standards  as 
well  as  the  old,  can  appreciate  how  sharp  is  the 
contrast. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1835  when  I began  my 
labors  in  a cotton  mill  as  bobbin  boy,  or  back  boy, 
as  it  was  called  in  those  days.  The  fact  that  I 
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was  then  less  than  seven  years  old,  and  that  my 
entering  the  mill  at  that  youthful  age  was  in  har- 
mony with  the  ideas  of  the  time,  illustrates  better 
than  anything  else  could  do  the  changed  point  of 
view  in  regard  to  child  labor  between  then  and 
now. 

The  mill  was  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  its  owner 
was  one  of  the  progressive  and  intelligent  manu- 
facturers of  the  day,  who  had  been  governor  of 
the  State,  and  whose  standards  were  as  enlightened 
and  humane  as  any.  And  yet  his  attitude  toward 
his  help,  as  illustrated  in  the  following  incident, 
though  typical  of  all  manufacturers  of  that  day,  was 
such  as  would  not  be  tolerated  to-day. 

It  was  his  custom  to  make  a contract  with  his 
help  on  the  ist  of  April,  for  the  coming  year.  On 
one  occasion  the  mother  of  several  children  who 
were  employed  in  the  mill,  when  making  the  con- 
tract for  them,  complained  that  the  pay  seemed 
small,  and  suggested  that  a better  contract  might  be 
offered  her. 

“You  get  enough  to  eat,  don’t  you?”  asked  the 
employer. 

“Just  enough  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,” 
she  replied. 

“And  you  have  enough  clothes  to  wear,  haven’t 
you?”  he  continued. 

“Barely  enough  to  cover  our  nakedness,”  said 

she. 

“Well,”  said  the  employer,  ending  the  inter- 
view, “we  want  the  rest.”  And  he  undoubtedly 
considered  his  point  of  view  the  just  and  reasonable 
one. 

My  services  as  bobbin  boy  brought  me  forty- 
two  cents  a week.  For  this  sum  I worked  in  the 
mill,  on  an  average,  fourteen  hours  a day  for  six 
days  a week,  or  a total  of  eighty-four  hours. 
Thus  my  pay  was  at  the  rate  of  half  a cent  per 
hour. 

No  daylight  was  wasted  by  the  manufacturer. 
During  the  summer  months  we  went  in  as  early  as 
we  could  see,  without  having  waited  for  anything 
to  eat.  After  working  about  an  hour  and  a half 
we  had  half  an  hour  for  breakfast.  At  twelve 
o’clock  we  had  another  half-hour  for  dinner,  and 
then  we  worked  until  the  light  began  to  fail.  The 
stars  were  out  as  we  walked  home  for  supper,  and 
bedtime  came  quickly  after  the  evening  meal. 
There  was  neither  time  nor  energy  left  for  eve- 
ning pastimes. 

During  the  winter  months,  from  September 
20  to  March  20,  the  hours  in  the  mill  were  from 
5 o’clock  in  the  morning  to  8 o’clock  in  the  eve- 
ning, with  the  same  hours,  or  half-hours,  for  meals 
as  in  the  summer  time.  As  may  readily  be  seen, 
there  was  little  time  for  “schooling”  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  mill  village,  and  opportunities  for  edu- 
cation and  recreation  were  extremely  limited  for 
all.  The  mill  bell  was  the  only  clock  that  was 
needed  in  the  village.  By  it  the  lives  of  the  workers 


were  regulated,  and  it  left  time  for  little  else  than 
work. 

What  little  opportunity  we  had  for  education 
was  chiefly  on  Sunday,  and  it  was  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  that  I,  like  many  other  children  who  were 
mill  workers,  practically  learned  the  alphabet.  The 
Sabbath-school  of  those  days  and  in  the  mill  town 
was  much  more  general  in  its  teaching  than  is 
ordinarily  the  case  to-day.  We  had  primers  to  read 
from  and  found  there  the  opportunity  to  learn  to 
read  that  we  were  unable  to  secure  during  the 
week. 

There  were  also  at  times  during  the  winters 
evening  schools  taught  by  private  individuals  which 
we  could  attend,  but  these  accomplished  little,  since 
a child  who  had  worked  fourteen  hours  in  a mill, 
ending  at  8 o’clock  in  the  evening,  was  poorly  fitted 
to  devote  much  time  to  study.  My  own  first  regular 
attendance  at  school  was  when  I was  about  twenty 
years  old,  after  I had  earned  money  enough  to 
enable  me  to  devote  time  to  study.  I had  come  to 
realize  the  necessity  of  as  much  education  as  I 
could  get,  and  I gave  as  many  hours  to  study  as 
I had  given  to  work  in  the  mill. 

The  pay  for  mill  workers  was  as  small  as  the 
hours  were  long.  For  the  younger  children  fifty 
cents  a week  was  about  the  maximum.  Good 
spinners  could  earn  from  $2  to  $2.50  a week. 
Weavers  made  from  $3  to  $5  a week,  the  latter 
being  regarded  as  unusually  large  remuneration. 
Overseers  were  paid  from  $6  to  $7.50  a week,  but 
he  was  an  uncommonly  good  man  who  could  com- 
mand the  latter  figure. 

Pay-day  came  only  four  times  a year,  instead 
of  every  week,  as  now.  Practically  all  the  family 
trading  was  done  at  the  company  store  and  the 
amount  charged  against  the  employee  there  was 
deducted  from  the  wages  for  the  three  months.  It 
took  from  four  to  six  weeks  to  balance  these  ac- 
counts before  the  pay  was  ready  for  the  operative 
for  the  preceding  three  months. 

The  frequency  of  pay-day  is  one  of  the  changes 
that  have  come  gradually  during  the  years.  From 
one  in  three  months  it  was  changed  to  once  a month, 
then  to  once  in  two  weeks,  and  finally  to  once  a 
week. 

The  mill  worker  who,  after  the  manner  of  many 
to-day,  moves  frequently  from  mill  to  mill  and 
from  town  to  town,  would  have  found  his  infre- 
quent pay  a serious  handicap,  but  in  the  early  days 
this  phase  of  the  question  was  not  involved,  since 
contracts  were  for  the  year,  and  the  mill  worker 
rarely  changed  locations  except  at  the  time  when 
these  yearly  contracts  were  made.  IMoving  vans 
were  rarely  seen  in  the  mill  villages  except  during 
the  early  days  of  April. 

I have  referred  to  the  manner  in  which  these 
contracts  were  made  by  each  operative  or  by  par- 
ents for  their  minor  children  who  were  employed. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  such  contracts  were  al- 
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most  never  broken.  Once  signed,  each  party  to 
it  considered  himself  bound  by  it  for  the  year,  and 
to  violate  one  was  considered  a mark  of  disgrace. 

It  is  indeed  an  impressive  comparison  that  is 
afforded  by  these  figures  of  hours  and  wages  that 
prevailed  in  Rhode  Island  mills  seventy-one  years 
ago.  The  comparison  in  other  ways  is  no  less 
striking.  Conditions  of  living  have  steadily  ad- 
vanced, as  is  natural  where  more  leisure  and  more 
money  are  available. 

Our  homes  are  larger  to-day ; the  houses  are 
better  built  and  kept  in  better  repair ; their  fur- 
nishings are  better ; sanitary  conditions  are  greatly 
improved ; adequate  schools  are  provided ; oppor- 
tunities for  recreation  are  present  in  ever-increas- 
ing variety.  In  the  old  days,  if  we  wished  our 
homes  papered  or  painted,  we-  had  to  do  it  at 
our  own  expense.  Even  necessary  repairs  to 
our  houses  we  often  had  to  make  our- 
selves. Nowadays  many  employees  have  houses 
of  their  own,  a thing  almost  unknown  seventy 
years  ago,  while  those  who  are  living  in 
houses  owned  by  the  mill  companies  have  them 
kept  in  far  better  condition  than  was  the  case  in  my 
boyhood. 

Many  of  the  changes  and  improvements  are 
provided  for  by  statute,  but  the  laws  merely  reflect 
the  advance  in  standards  of  living  that  has  taken 
place,  and  many  features  of  modern  mill  village 
life  are  due,  not  to  the  requirements  of  law,  but 
to  the  closer  and  better  relations  that  exist  between 
employer  and  employed. 

With  the  improvements  that  have  been  made 
in  mill  machinery  during  the  past  seventy  years, 
nearly  all  workers  are  more  familiar.  I worked 
in  my  first  mill  for  eleven  years,  and  even  dur- 
ing that  period  many  changes  were  accomplished 
and  many  improved  devices  introduced.  j\ly  first 
work  as  back  boy  was  to  put  in  the  roving  on  a 
pair  of  mules  containing  256  spindles,  three  hands* 
being  required  to  keep  the  pair  of  mules  in  opera- 
tion. The  power  for  the  mill  was  taken  from  the 
F’awtuxet  river  onto  a breast  wheel  connected  with 
segment  gears  to  an  upright  shaft.  The  wheel 
.was  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  mill,  occupying  a 
space  on  the  first  floor  about  twenty  feet  long, 
and  about  three-quarters  of  the  width  of  the  mill, 
taking  also  the  full  height  of  the  first  story,  which 
was  the  weaving  room.  The  belting  for  the  trans- 
mission of  power  was  made  from  sides  of  leather 
just  as  it  came  from  the  tannery,  the  overseer  in 
each  room  making  his  own. 

The  cotton  as  it  came  to  the  mill  was  easy 
to  work,  being  in  large,  uncompressed  bales  from 
which  it  came  soft  and  fleecy.  It  was  fed  by  hand 
onto  an  apron  attached  to  the  card.  The  stripping 
was  done  by  hand,  and  an  expert  stripper  could 
earn  58  cents  a day,  this  being  three  shillings  and 
sixpence,  which  was  the  form  of  reckoning. 

Much  of  the  machinery  was  clumsy  and  crude 
in  comparison  with  that  which  we  have  to-day,  and 


automatic  attachments  were  rare.  Then,  as  now, 
however,  improvement  was  steadily  going  on. 
Wuder  cards  were  introduced,  lappers  installed, 
geared  speeders  adopted,  and  ring  spinning  substi- 
tuted for  the  throstle  frames.  These  and  many 
minor  improvements  tended  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  goods  and  cut  down  the  cost  o-f  manu- 
facture. 

These  changes  in  machinery  and  mill  equip- 
ment, however,  are  less  impressive,  except  to  the 
mill  expert,  than  are  the  changes  in  living  con- 
ditions of  the  operatives,  to  which  I have  already 
referred,  in  showing  the  vast  advance  that  we  have 
made  since  the  period  that  we  term  the  “good  old 
days,”  which  in  reality  would  be  termed  extremely 
bad  days  were  their  conditions  suddenly  to  re- 
turn. 

Not  only  are  we  living  amid  better  surround- 
ings, with  better  conditions  of  working  and  living, 
but  the  opportunities  for  individual  advancement 
are  keeping  pace  with  the  other  advances.  I am 
often  asked  if  I think  the  young  man  of  to-day 
has  as  good  a chance  to  rise  in  the  business  world 
as  did  his  elders.  To  this  I answer  that,  in  my 
opinion,  never  since  our  I’il.o;rim  Fathers  landed  on 
the  shores  of  Plymouth  were  the  opportunities  for 
a young  man’s  success  greater  than  they  are  to- 
day. 

It  is  for  the  young  man  himself  to  determine 
whether  he  will  be  a success  or  not.  The  gates 
and  the  avenues  are  open  to  him ; it  is  for  him  to 
elect  whether  he  will  or  will  not  avail  himself  of 
the  golden  opportunities  awaiting  him. 

Success,  however,  requires  concentration  and 
persistence.  I am  a believer  in  the  old  proverb  that 
a rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss.  In  my  mill  life 
of  seventy-one  years  I have  worked  in  only  four 
mills,  first  in  the  Coventry  mill  I have  already  de- 
scribed, and  which  has  now  been  torn  down,  next 
at  Riverpoint,  and  later  in  Pontiac,  then  in  Hebron- 
ville,  where  for  fifty-three  years  I have  acted  as 
superintendent,  agent  or  president. 

In  this  experience  of  uninterrupted  mill  work 
for  more  than  threescore  years  and  ten,  which,  I 
believe,  has  not  often  been  equalled.  I have 
seen  the  development  of  the  textile  industry  to 
proportions  we  little  dreamed  of  when  I entered  as 
bobbin  boy,  and  I have  watched  the  working  out 
of  steadily  improving  ideals  of  employment  and 
industrial  life,  an  improvement,  which,  I believe, 
is  sure  to  continue. 


(\TI)  Dexter  Newton  Knight,  youngest 
son  of  Stephen  and  Wealtha  (llrayton)  Knight, 
was  born  in  Cranston  July  16,  1832.  His 

early  life  was  spent  in  Coventry,  where  he  worked 
in  a cotton-mill.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
schools  of  Coventry  and  in  Providence,  at  which 
place  he  made  his  home  with  his  brother  Benjamin 
B.,  clerking  in  the  latter’s  store  and  attending  the 
public  schools.  After  completing  his  schooling  he 
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continued  in  the  employ  of  his  brother  until  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  Then,  in  company  with 
INlessrs.  Hazard  and  Darling,  he  purchased  the  flour 
and  grain  business  of  B.  B.  Knight,  conducting 
the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Hazard,  Dar- 
ling & Knight.  Later  the  firm  became  Hazard, 
Cocke  & Knight,  the  location  of  the  business  being 
on  Dyer  street. 

Mr.  Knight  subsequently  established  the  Roger 
Williams  Flouring  Mill  in  the  old  Callender  build- 
ing cn  Sabin  street,  conducting  it  first  under  his 
own  name,  but  later  taking  in  as  partners  Allen  B. 
Ralph  and  James  H.  Cutler  under  the  firm  name 
of  Knight,  Cutler  & Co.  The  style  of  the  firm  later 
changed  to  the  Roger  Williams  Flour  IMill  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Knight  becoming  treasurer  of  the  con- 
cern. The  business  was  conducted  in  this  way  for 
a number  of  years,  Mr.  Knight  finally  disposing  of 
his  interest  and  in  1876  he  went  to  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  where  he  was  engaged  at  the  flour-milling 
business  for  two  years.  In  1878  he  returned  to 
Providence  and  soon  after  became  connected  wkh 
the  Reliance  Flour  and  Grain  Mills  on  Dyer 
street,  one  of  the  most  extensive  establishments  of 
its  kind  in  New  England,  which  he  operated  for 
many  years.  Subsequently  he  became  identified 
with  the  Hebronville  Manufacturing  Company  and 
so  continued  for  several  years  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  Jan.  19,  1903. 

Mr.  Knight  was  a Republican  in  political  faith, 
but  took  little  interest  in  public  matters.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  at  one  time 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  at 
Trinity  Union  M.  E.  Church,  which  was  his  place 
of  worship  for  many  years. 

On  Aug.  17,  1853,  Dexter  Newton  Knight  was 
married  to  Diana  Paine  Williams,  born  Jan.  25, 
1833,  died  Oct.  6,  1882,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Deborah  (Brown)  Williams.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren: (i)  Howard  Newton,  born  Dec.  3,  1854, 
was  married  Nov.  22,  1876,  to  Harriet  E.  Town- 
send, and  has  two  children,  IMargaret  Howard 
(born  June  15,  1881)  and  Dexter  Townsend  (born 
Dec.  II,  1882).  Howard  Newton  Knight  was  en- 
gaged for  twenty  years  in  business  in  Boston,  but 
since  Jan.  i,  1898,  he  has  been  vice-president  of 
the  Livermore  & Knight  Company,  engravers  and 
printers  of  Providence.  (2)  Richard  Dexter,  born 
Aug.  5,  1861,  was  married  March  22,  1883,  to 
Grace  Anna  Remington,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Howard  (born  Sept.  24,  1884)  and  Annie 
Brayton  (born  Dec.  18,  1886).  Richard  Dexter 
Knight  is  treasurer  of  the  Livermore  & Knight 
Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders. 
(3)  John  Chapman,  born  May  16,  1865,  was  mar- 
ried May  14,  1890,  to  Carrie  M.  Page,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Henry  Dexter,  born  Aug.  5,  1891. 
John  Chapman  Knight  is  connected  with  the  Hall 
& Lyon  Company  as  a member  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 


Dexter  N.  Knight  was  a most  capable  man, 
of  unquestioned  integrity,  and  represented  a high 
standard  of  citizenship. 

(VI)  Robert  Knight  (4),  third  son  and  sixth 
child  of  Robert  (3)  and  Elizabeth  (Hammond) 
Knight,  was  born  May  22,  1782,  in  Cranston,  and 
was  reared  after  the  manner  of  a farmer  boy  of  that 
period.  He  had  very  limited  educational  advant- 
ages in  youth,  and  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright 
with  his  father,  working  at  that  business  for  sev- 
eral years.  After  accumulating  a little  capital  as  a 
result  of  hard  work  and  economy,  he  came  to  Prov- 
idence and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  his 
store  being  located  on  what  was  then  High  street, 
opposite  the  old  Hoyle  Tavern.  Here  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  for  many  years,  finally  disposing 
of  the  establishment  about  twenty  years  before  he 
died.  Erom  this  time  until  his  death  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  management  of  his  own  extensive  af- 
fairs, and  in  the  discharge  of  the  many  public  du- 
ties which  he  was  called  upon  to  fill.  He  died  Dec. 
3,  1862.  In  political  matters  he  was  a stanch  Whig, 
and  a Republican  from  the  formation  of  the  latter 
party.  He  was  a justice  of  peace  when  the  office 
was  one  of  importance,  and  he  drew  many  wills 
and  settled  many  estates,  his  advice  being  very 
much  sought.  He  would  always  advise  parties  in 
dispute  to  settle  rather  than  go  to  law.  His  advice 
was  always  "settle.”  Erom  June,  1837,  to  1839  he 
was  collector  of  taxes ; he  was  elected  city  treasurer 
in  June,  1840,  but  resigned  from  the  office  in  the 
following  month ; he  was  alderman  from  the  Sixth 
ward  from  1842  to  1852.  He  was  president  of  the 
High  Street  Bank  for  many  years,  resigning  be- 
cause of  his  advancing  age.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Dexter 
Donation  Fund,  being  succeeded  on  that  body  by 
his  nephew,  B.  B.  Knight.  Fie  was  widely  known 
as  "Squire”  Knight,  and  perhaps  there  was  not  a 
man  in  Providence  who  more  universally  enjoyed 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  than 
IMr.  Knight.  He  was  a man  of  sound  judgment, 
incorruptible  integrity  and  unsullied  honor.  He  was 
ever  the  friend  of  the  friendless,  the  wise  and 
trusted  -counselor  of  the  afflicted  and  unfortunate. 
The  blessings  of  hundreds  once  ready  to  perish  fol- 
lowed him  to  his  grave,  and  of  no  man  could  it  be 
more  emphatically  said  that  he  feared  God  and 
eschewed  evil.  "Squire”  Knight  was  a man  of 
very  courtly  manner,  kind-hearted,  entertaining 
and  of  commanding  presence — a tyjiical  gentleman 
of  the  “old  school.”  An  article  in  the  Providence 
Journal  in  a review  of  "Westminster  Street  a quar- 
ter of  a century  ago”  speaks  of  Robert  Knight  thus : 

"The  Nestor  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  the 
time  of  which  I write  was  Robert  Knight,  or,  as 
he  was  always  called  on  Christian  Hill,  ‘Squire 
Knight.’  He  was  as  decidedly  Attic  in  appearance 
as  Mr.  Dorr  was  Gallic.  Statuesque  in  repose,  in  ac- 
tion and  manner  measured  and  moderate,  unimpas- 
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sioned,  cautious,  deliberate,  he  was  the  very  embod- 
iment of  conservatism.  He  was  naturally  of  a ju- 
dicial cast  of  mind,  and  his  large  experience  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  the  office  was  one  of 
importance,  and  in  the  settlement  of  estates  of  de- 
ceased persons,  made  him  a safe  and  trusted  coun- 
selor. 1 here  might  be  sins  of  omission  in  municipal 
affairs  while  he  was  at  the  board,  but  there  would 
not  be  many  of  commission.  Mr.  Knight  was  one 
of  those  who  prove  the  falsity — unless  the  excep- 
tions prove  the  rule — of  the  maxim:  Tempora 
inutantiir  ct  nos  mutamnr  in  illis.  (The  times  are 
changed,  and  we  are  changed  with  them.)  The 
changes  in  the  method  of  administering  city  affairs 
became  very  numerous,  as  also  did  the  changes  in 
social  life,  before  his  decease.  And  it  was  easy  to 
detect  under  his  stoical  exterior  the  contempt  with 
which  he  regarded  manv  of  the  seductive  innova- 
tions.” 

Squire  Robert  Knight  was  married,  in  1804,  to 
Sophia  Sheldon,  born  Aug.  10,  1784,  died  July  ii, 
1825,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Phebe  (Potter) 
Sheldon.  They  had  eight  children : Sophia,  born 
June  28,  1805,  died  July  5,  1805;  a daughter,  born 
Nov.  3,  1807,  died  Nov.  5,  1807;  Mary  S.,  born 
Dec.  12,  1808,  died  Aug.  21,  1809;  Cynthia  W., 
born  July  28,  1811,  died  Aug.  10,  1811;  Robert 
Sheldon,  born  Aug.  14,  1815,  is  mentioned  further 
on;  Henry  Potter  was  born  Jan.  2,  1819;  a daugh- 
ter, born  July  19,  1821,  died  July  24,  1821  ; and 
Sophia  Sheldon,  born  July  5,  1825,  is  the  last  sur- 
viving member  of  the  family  of  Squire  Robert 
Knight. 

The  last  named  resides  at  No.  39  Brighton 
street.  Providence.  On  Aug.  i,  1849,  she  was 
married  to  Rev.  Walter  Price  Doe,  born  March  30, 
1813,  died  Dec.  15,  1887,  son  of  Walter  and  Mary 
(Emmerson)  Doe,  of  Wilton,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y. 
The  father  of  Rev.  IMr.  Doe  was  born  in  New- 
market, N.  H.,  and  his  mother  in  New  London, 
Conn.  Walter  P.  Doe  began  his  education  at  the 
Mission  Institute,  Quincy,  111.,  under  the  cele- 
brated David  Nelson,  D.  D.  Returning  East  he 
graduated  at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  in  1844, 
and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1847.  He 
was  ordained  at  River  Point,  R.  I.,  Nov.  ii,  1847, 
and  was  acting  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Greenville,  R.  I.,  from  1847  to  1849;  the  Re- 
formed (Dutch)  Church,  Gansevoort,  L.  L,  1851- 
1853 ; of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Mendon, 
Mass.,  1854-1855 ; of  the  church  in  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Mass.,  1855  and  1856;  at  Moreau,  N.  Y., 
1856  and  1857;  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  1857-1859;  and 
resided  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  from  that  time  till  his 
death.  He  compiled  a work  entitled  “Revivals, 
How  to  Promote  Them,”  443  pages ; also  “Impor- 
tant Religious  Truths,”  242  pages.  [From  the  min- 
utes of  the  Rhode  Island  Congregational  Confer- 
ence.] Mrs.  Doe  is  a very  companionable  and  an 
entertaining  lady,  and  she  has  a splendid  memory 
and  a large  fund  of  reminiscences. 


(VH)  Robert  Sheldon  Knight,  fifth  child 

and  first  son  of  Squire  Robert  Knight,  was  born 
Aug.  14,  1815,  in  Providence,  and  in  early  life  was 
employed  as  clerk  in  a shoe  store,  subsequently  be- 
coming a member  of  the  firm  of  Arnold  & Knight, 
shoe  dealers,  on  Weybosset  street.  In  the  early 
fifties  he  went  to  California,  locating  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  he  was  engaged  for  many  years,  finally 
returning  to  Providence,  where  he  lived  retired  un- 
til his  death  on  Alarch  19,  1895.  At  one  time  he 
was  a member  of  the  ist  Light  Infantry,  and  held 
the  office  of  commissary.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Central  Congregational  Church.  On  May  25,  1841, 
he  married  Abby  Field  Bolles,  of  Providence,  born 
April  9,  1818,  died  Aug.  18,  1891.  Their  children 
were:  (i)  Isabelle  was  born  April  9,  1842.  (2) 

Caroline,  born  Sept.  29,  1843,  died  May  3,  1844. 
(3)  Robert  (6),  born  Feb.  9,  1845,  is  unmarried, 
and  resides  in  Sawtelle,  Cal.  (4)  Almira,  born 
Sept.  I,  1847,  died  Aug.  9,  1848.  (5)  Charlotte 

Rhodes,  born  June  29,  1849,  was  married  April  7, 
1880,  to  Edward  Wheaton,  who  died  March  6, 
1889,  leaving  one  daughter,  Virginia,  born  Jan.  31, 
1884.  (6)  Florence,  born  Oct.  20,  1852,  married 

June  29,  1886,  Arthur  Dexter  Payne,  an  attorney 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, Abraham  (born  April  16,  1887,  died  July  21, 
1889)  and  Mary  Dexter  (born  Nov.  21,  1888). 
(7)  Sophia  Field  was  born  Nov.  28,  1855,  in  San 
Francisco.  (8)  Kate,  born  June  13,  1857,  in  San 
Francisco,  died  April  18,  1858.  (9)  Mary  Louise, 

born  Aug.  18,  i8Gd,  died  unmarried  Aug.  25,  1900. 

(VI)  Thomas  Knight,  youngest  member  of 

the  family  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Hammond) 
Knight,  born  April  13,  1792,  in  Cranston,  followed 
the  occupation  of  farmer  in  that  town  for  many 
years,  subsequently  removing  to  Providence,  where 
he  was  engaged  at  trucking.  Later  he  took  up 
farm  work,  which  he  followed  the  rest  of  his  active 
life.  'He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Edwin,  in 
Providence,  on  Jan.  3,  1869.  In  1817  he  married 
Betsey  Fenner,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  born  April  4, 
1795,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Elizabeth  Fenner. 
She  died  June  i,  1834.  Six  children  blessed  their 
marriage:  (i)  Nehemiah,  born  Feb.  16,  1818,  died 
Jan.  31,  1906,  unmarried.  (2)  Edwin,  born  Dec. 
4,  1819,  married  (first)  Abby  F.  Fenner  and  (sec- 
ond) Mary  Eliza  Leonard,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  cashier  of 
the  Traders  Bank.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  one 
daughter,  Charlotte,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Edward  J. 
Jones,  of  Watertown,  Mass.  (3)  Albert,  born  Nov. 
6,  1821,  married  Letitia  Lowe.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  but  later  was  engaged  in  the  mineral 
water  business  in  Baltimore,  still  later  locating  at 
Newbern,  N.  C.,  where  he  died  Sept.  14,  1865.  He 
had  one  son,  Albert  L.,  who  died  in  infancy..  (4) 
Caroline,  born  Dec.  5,  1823,  died  Oct.  7,  1829.  (5) 
William  was  born  July  27,  1828.  (6)  Elizabeth 

Fenner,  born  Feb.  4,  1833,  married  (first)  Nov.  27, 
1859,  Francis  A.  Allen,  who  died  in  1866.  Their 
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one  daughter,  Martha  A.,  married  Warren  B.  Wes- 
ley, and  is  now  deceased.  Elizabeth  Fenner 
(Knight)  Allen  for  her  second  husband  married 
Charles  H.  Bourne,  and  resides  in  Providence. 

(VII)  William  Knight,  fourth  son  of  Thomas 
and  Betsey  (Fenner)  Knight,  was  born  July  27, 
1828,  on  Summer  street,  in  Providence,  and  was 
six  years  old  when  his  mother  died  and  the  family 
separated.  Young  William  found  a home  with  his 
uncle  "Squire”  Robert  Knight,  who  was  ever  as  a 
kind  and  loving  father  could  be  to  him.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  soon 
after  leaving  school  entered  the  Merchants  Bank, 
whence  he  went  into  the  Butchers  and  Drovers 
Bank.  From  the  latter  institution  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  with  which, 
at  his  death,  he  had  been  connected  as  treasurer  for 
over  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Knight  was  a most 
exemplary  man,  and  as  a business  man  and  citizen 
he  possessed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-men to  an  unusual  degree.  He  was  for  many 
years  clerk  of  the  Union  Church  Society,  and  for  a 
long  time  was  treasurer  of  the  Old  INIen’s  Home, 
but  would  never  accept  any  salary  for  his  services. 
He  was  a Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but 
never  cared  for,  nor  sought,  office  in  any  way. 
He  was  quiet  and  modest,  domestic  in  his  habits, 
and  he  closely  applied  himself  to  his  work.  His 
death,  which  occurred  Oct.  22,  1893,  was  very 
sudden,  and  was  directly  due  to  overwork. 

From  the  “Congregationalist”  we  take  the 
following;  "To  a community  the  loss  of  trust- 
worthy men  is  greater  than  the  loss  of  business  pros- 
perity. Some  men  seem  indispensable  to  the  gen- 
eral weal,  particularly  when  financial  confidence 
needs  a support.  William  Knight,  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  was  such  a man.  whose  death  public  need  and 
private  affection  made  a real  calamity.  After  an  ill- 
ness of  three  days  he  entered  into  perfect  life  Oct. 
22d.  That  life  had  been  his  by  faith  for  many  years. 
Since  its  formation  he  had  been  a member  of  the 
Union  Congregational  Church  of  his  city  and  served 
in  it  with  unswerving  faithfulness,  which  would 
have  been  officially  recognized  had  he  consented. 
No  consideration  but  the  right  could  influence  him ; 
no  reward  but  his  Lord’s  approval  could  satisfy 
him.  Out  of  his  Christian  character  grew  his  in- 
tegrity. He  was  known  east  and  west  as  an  upright 
business  man,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Mechanics 
Savings  Bank,  which  he  served  for  twenty-five- 
years,  he  was  painstaking  and  faithful.  He  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  the  friend- 
less and  the  poor  intrusted  to  him  their  earthly  all. 
He  was  a friendly  man,  and  a lover  of  home  to  a 
rare  degree.  He  never  ceased  to  be  a fond  father, 
was  never  too  engaged  to  be  the  affectionate  hus- 
band. Many  had  reason  to  bless  his  generosity 
and  many  profited  by  his  kindness  and  knew  not  to 
whom  they  were  indebted. 

“Such  men  as  he  make  the  world  better  and  life 


sweeter.  We  cannot  think  of  them  as  dying,  but 
as  living  and  serving  for  evermore.” 

William  Knight  was  married  (first)  June  2, 

1851,  to  Emeline  Wood,  who  died  April  21,  1885, 
aged  fifty-six,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Brownell  and 
Joanna  Manton  ( Angell)  Wood.  Three  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  March  5, 

1852,  married  Robert  C.  Parker,  who  died  in  March, 
1893,  and  she  resides  at  Dodgeville,  Mass.  She  has 
had  two  children:  Florence  Rice,  wife  of  Fred- 
erick N.  Cornell;  and  William  C.,  deceased.  (2) 
Helen,  born  Aug.  ii,  1853,  died  Nov.  14,  1891,  mar- 
ried on  Oct.  5,  1875,  Edward  A.  Potter,  born  Jan. 
7,  1852,  died  Sept.  19,  1901.  They  had  one  son, 
Alfred  Knight,  born  July  27,  1880,  who  is  a jewelry 
manufacturer  in  Providence,  having  succeeded  to 
his  father’s  business.  (3)  Clara  Manton,  born 
April  15,  1856,  married  Walter  D.  Briggs,  and  has 
two  children,  Madeline,  born  June  9,  1882,  and 
Helen  Louise,  born  Feb.  20,  1886. 

William  Knight  was  married  (second)  Sept.  l, 
1886,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  H.  Day,  born  July  9,  1833. 
She  was  the  widow  of  Edwin  B.  Day,  and  daughter 
of  Charles  Rice  and  Eunice  (Davis)  Haywood, 
and  adopted  daughter  of  Anthony  B.  and  Abby  P. 
(Fuller)  Arnold.  Mrs.  William  Knight  resides 
on  Parkis  avenue.  Providence. 

(VH)  Henry  Potter  Knight,  sixth  child  and 
second  son  of  “Squire”  Robert  and  Sophia  (Shel- 
don) Knight,  was  born  Jan.  2,  1819,  in  Providence, 
and  completed  his  education  at  the  Friends’  School. 
In  early  life  he  engaged  as  a bank  clerk,  later,  1840- 
47,  becoming  cashier  of  the  Merchants  Bank,  re- 
signing to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  other  nec- 
essary matters.  He  afterward  engaged  in  the  cop- 
per roll  engraving  business,  being  associated  with  a 
Mr.  Andrews,  but  this  partnership  lasted  only  a 
short  time.  Subsequently  he  became  an  owner  and 
agent  and  treasurer  of  the  New  England  Butt  Com- 
pany, in  which  capacities  he  served  until  his  death. 
The  New  England  Butt  Company  were  the  first, 
and  for  many  years  the  only,  manufacturers  of  butt 
hinges  in  the  United  States,  and  for  a long  time 
after  competition  had  been  started  they  continued 
in  the  lead.  Mr.  Knight  traveled  on  the  road 
throughout  New  England  and  Atlantic  coast  States 
as  a representative  of  the  company.  He  also  was 
one  of  the  receivers  of  the  Pawtucket  Bank,  and 
was  a director  of  the  City  Bank,  Providence.  Mr. 
Knight  accumulated  a handsome  property,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  May  15,  1857,  cut  short  a 
very  active  and  bright  career.  He  was  a member 
of  the  High  Street  Congregational  Church,  holding 
the  office  of  deacon  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  a Pawtucket  paper  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Knight’s  death  there  appeared  the  following  notice : 

“In  our  paper  today  will  be  found  an  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  Henry  P.  Knight,  Esq.  Al- 
though Mr.  Knight  was  a resident  of  Providence, 
his  business  relations  with  Pawtucket  were  for  a 
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number  of  years  last  past  quite  extensive.  He  was 
appointed  by  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  IMassachusetts 
one  of  the  receivers  of  the  Pawtucket  Bank  when 
that  institution  suspended  operations,  and  afterward 
was  chosen  one  of  the  trustees  by  the  stockholders. 
Of  the  manner  in  which  he  adjusted  the  somewhat 
complicated  affairs  of  that  bank,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  say  more  than  that  he  won  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  parties  with  whom  he  was  brought  in 
contact.  He  was  prompt,  correct,  methodical  and  of 
unswerving  integrity.  After  that  time  he  continued 
his  business  relations  with  this  place  to  a greater  or 
less  extent,  and  no  man  ever  had  more  per- 
fect and  implicit  confidence  placed  in  him  than  our 
departed  friend.  We  had  numerous  dealings  with 
him  under  various  circumstances  during  an  ac- 
quaintance of  six  years,  and  we  take  pleasure  in 
bearing  witness  to  his  uniform  urbanity  and  strict 
fidelity.  We  were  proud  to  be  able  to  class  him 
among  our  friends,  and  are  pained  to  be  called  upon 
to  record  his  early  death.  The  position  which  he  so 
well  occupied  in  the  community  it  will  be  hard  to 
fill  with  his  equal.  On  his  tomb  can  truly  be  in- 
scribed, ‘Here  lie  the  mortal  remains  of  the  noblest 
work  of  God — an  honest  man.’  ” 

City  Bank,  Providence. 

Robert  Knight,  Esq.,  Hay  19,  1857. 

Dear  Sir : — 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  this  Bank,  holden  this  day,  the  accompanying  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously,  and  it  became 
my  duty  to  transmit  them  to  you ; and  I would  take  the 
opportunity  to  express  to  you  individually  the  deep  sym- 
pathy I feel  for  you,  in  this  great  bereavement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

A.  W.  Snow, 

Cashier. 

It  having  pleased  Him  in  whose  hand  are  all  our  lives, 
in  the  order  of  His  providence,  to  remove  from  this  life 
our  friend  and  associate,  Henry  Potter  Knight,  a member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  Bank,  we  are  prompted, 
by  our  love  for  him,  and  our  sympathy  with  his  family  and 
friends,  to  give  e.xpression  to  our  feelings,  in  view  of  the 
sad  event.  It  is  therefore 

Resolved:  That  while  we  deplore  the  loss  of  an 
associate  on  whose  financial  ability,  sound  judgment,  and 
strict  integrity,  we  could  always  rely  Xvitli  undoubting 
confidence ; we  also  feel  that  we  have  parted  with  a friend, 
whose  suavity  of  manner  and  generosity  of  heart,  united 
to  strong  religious  principle,  had  won  our  warm  affection 
and  esteem. 

Resolved:  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  family, 
and  other  relations  of  our  departed  friend  in  their  sad 
bereavement,  and  that  we  will  attend  the  funeral,  to  be 
solemnized  on  the  arrival  of  the  remains,  now  on  their 
way  to  this  city. 

Resolved:  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  family,  and  also  to  the  father  of  our  deceased 
friend. 

jMany  fine  tributes  were  paid  to  the  unblemished 
character  of  Hr.  Knight  and  his  useful  life,  by  the 
press  of  Providence  and  liis  business  associates. 

On  Sept.  7,  1842,  Henry  P.  Knight  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Adeline  Winchester,  born  Dec.  30, 


1815,  died  Nov.  28,  1866,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Polly  (Balch)  Winchester.  Their  children  were: 
Laura  Winchester,  born  June  12,  1843,  'vho  died 
May  6,  1845  ; Edward  Balch,  born  March  27,  1845  1 
Amelia  Sumner,  born  Nov.  18,  1848;  and  Henry 
Clifford,  born  Sept.  8,  1853. 

(VHl)  Edward  Balch  Knight,  ]\I.  D.,  eldest 
son  of  Henry  Potter  and  Adeline  (Winchester) 
Knight,  was  born  IMarch  27,  1845,  Providence, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Union  Hall  School,  kept  by  Samuel  Austin.  Eor 
two  years  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  B.  B.  & 
R.  Knight,  and  then,  taking  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  with  Ur.  V ongottschalk,  at  Provi- 
dence, after  which  he  entered  Harvard  Medical 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1867.  He  then 
settled  for  practice  in  Providence,  and  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  clientele,  now  confining  himself 
to  office  practice  only.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the 
New  England  Butt  Company. 

A Republican  on  national  affairs,  in  local  mat- 
ters Ur.  Knight  is  independent.  The  only  elective 
office  he  has  ever  held  was  as  a member  of  the 
school  committee.  He  is  a past  master  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  in  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence, member  of  Providence  Chapter,  Providence 
Council,  and  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i,- 
Knights  Templar,  and  has  reached  the  thirty-second 
degree.  He  belongs  to  all  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies, 
and  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  for  years ; and  he  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Veterans  Association.  Ur.  Knight 
is  a member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution ; the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society ; 
the  Providence  Art  Club,  of  which  he  was' president 
for  three  years  ; and  was  one  of  the  founders,  and 
has  served  as  president  of  the  A.  E.  Club.  His  re- 
ligious home  is  in  Grace  Episcopal  Church. 

Eor  many  years  Ur.  Knight  was  physician  and 
surgeon  at  the  Children’s  Eriends  Society  Home; 
and  he  was  the  first  physician,  and  for  many  years 
held  that  position,  at  the  St.  Elizabeth  Home  for 
Incurables  and  Convalescents.  Eor  some  time  he 
was  assistant  surgeon,  with  rank  of  lieutenant,  in 
the  United  Train  of  Artillery  of  Providence. 

On  Oct.  25,  1870,  Ur.  Knight  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Gair  Greene,  born  July  23,  1844,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Dyer  and  Elizabeth  Wardwell  (Rus- 
sell) Greene.  Two  children  blessed  this  union  : (i) 
Russell  Winchester,  born  Nov.  14,  1873,  attended 
Mowry  & Goff's  Classical  School  and  Providence 
high  school.  Soon  after  leaving  school  he  was 
employed  in  Taylor  & Symonds  store,  later  in  the 
store  of  Hartwell  & Richards,  and  still  later  in  the 
office  of  D.  Remington  & Son,  cotton  brokers.  He 
resigned  from  the  latter  firm  to  become  treasurer 
and  director  of  the  New  England  Butt  Company, 
in  which  capacity  he  is  now  serving.  (2)  Henry 
Dyer,  born  March  30,  1880,  graduated  fronj  the 
Goff,  Rice  & Smith  English  Classical  School,  and  is 
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in  tlie  employ  of  the  real  estate  firm  of  (i.  L.  & H. 
J.  Gross.  He  served  as  captain  in  the  Providence 
Light  Infantry. 

(VIII)  AIiss  Amelia  Sumner  Knight,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Potter  and  Adeline  (Winchester) 
Knight,  was  born  Nov.  i8,  1848,  and  her  life  has 
been  one  of  public  activities.  She  was  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Exchange  for  Woman’s  Work ; a 
member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  St.  Eliza- 
beth Home  for  Incurables  and  Convalescents  since 
its  organization ; founder  and  first  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  State  Eederation  of  Women’s  Clubs ; 
for  two  years  was  State  Regent  of  the  Daughters  of 
American  Revolution,  and  was  vice-president  gen- 
eral of  the  National  Society  for  one  year.  At  the 
invitation  of  its  founder,  Mrs.  Harriet  i\I.  Lothrop, 
Miss  Knight  became  the  vice-president  of  the  Na- 
tional Society  of  the  Children  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, which  office  she  held  for  a number  of  years. 
She  is  treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for 
the  Collegiate  Education  of  Women,  having  been 
treasurer  since  it  was  first  organized  under  the  name 
of  the  Women’s  College  Fund  Committee;  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Churchill  House  Corporation, 
and  has  been  vice-president  ever  since ; for  three 
years  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Women's 
Club,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  forming  the 
annual  State  conference  of  the  Rhode  Island  Daugh- 
ters of  American  Revolution  ; is  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  and  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design,  also  of  the  Providence  Art  Club, 
and  Providence  Public  Education  Association. 

(VHI)  Henry  Clifford  Knight,  youngest 
child  born  to  Henry  Potter  and  Adeline  (Win- 
chester) Knight,  was  born  Sept.  8,  1853,  and  died 
Jan.  3,  1879,  just  as  he  had  commenced  his  career 
as  a lawyer.  An  article  in  the  Providence  Journal, 
published  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  as  follows : 
“The  death  of  Henry  C.  Knight,  at  a commence- 
ment of  a career  which  promised  to  be  full  of  honor 
and  usefulness,  fills  a large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  with  deep  sorrow  and  regret.  He 
was  the  younger  son  of  Henry  P.  Knight,  and 
grandson  of  Robert  Knight,  Esq.,  who  are  still 
remembered  with  respect  and  affection  by  the  com- 
munity. Pie  graduated  with  honor  from  Brown 
University  in  the  class  of  1875,  which  had  among 
its  members  many  young  men  of  exceptional  abil- 
ity. His  career  in  college  was  marked  by  a quiet, 
yet  winning  dignity  and  courtesy,  unswerving  fidel- 
ity to  duty,  and  a generous  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion with  his  classmates  and  fellow  students,  by  all 
of  whom  he  was  especially  beloved.  After  a careful 
preparation  in  the  office  of  F.  A.  Daniels,  Esq.,  and 
subsequently  in  the  office  of  Vincent  & Carpenter, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in-  No- 
vember, 1877,  where  his  sound,  well-cultivated  in- 
tellect, his  faithful  attention  and  application  to  his 
legal  studies,  and,  more  than  all,  his  integrity  and 
pure  and  honorable  daily  life,  could  not  have  failed  to 


win  the  confidence  of  all,  and  achieve  enviable  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  profession.  But  during  the  last 
six  months  an  inherited  tendency  to  pulmonary  dis- 
ease rapidly  and  fatally  developed  itself,  against 
which  the  best  medical  skill  and  unwearied  and 
loving  ministrations  of  brother,  sister  and  friends 
were  alike  powerless.  P'orgetful  of  self,  thought- 
ful of  others,  with  calm,  unmurmuring  patience  and 
fortitude,  he  endured  his  last  sickness  to  its  peace- 
ful end.”  While  at  Brown  University  he  was  a 
member  of  the  D.  K.  E.  fraternity. 

THOMAS  SEDGWICK  STEELE  (deceased). 
In  the  sudden  death  of  Thomas  Sedgwick  Steele, 
which  took  place  Sept.  10,  1903,  not  only  Connecti- 
cut lost  one  of  her  noted  men,  but  the  whole  coun- 
try was  bereft  of  an  author  and  artist  whose  bril- 
liant pen  and  talented  brusti  had  reflected  credit  on 
the  country  to  which  he  belonged.  Mr.  Steele  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  June  ii,  1845,  son  of 
Deacon  Thomas  Steele,  and  a member  of  one  of 
New  England’s  old  and  honored  families. 

(I)  John  Steele,  born  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
England,  came  to  New  England  about  1631-2  and 
settled  first  at  New  Town  (now  Cambridge, 
Mass.),  later  removing  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
thence  to  Farmington,  Conn.  His  first  wife,  whom 
he  probably  married  in  England,  bore  the  Christian 
name  of  Rachel.  She  died  in  1653,  and  he  married 
(second)  Mercy,  widow  of  Richard  Seamer,  or 
Seymour.  His  death  occurred  Nov.  25,  1655,  at 
P'armington,  Conn.,  and  his  children  were:  John; 
Lydia;  Mary,  born  Alarch  21,  1657;  Hannah; 

Sarah,  born  in  1638;  and  Samuel,  born  in  1626-27. 

(H)  John  Steele  (2),  son  of  John,  married 
Mercy  W’arner,  daughter  of  Andrew  \\  ar- 
ner,  who  came  from  Cambridge  to  Hartford  in 
1635-36.  Their  children  were:  Daniel,  born  April 
29,  1645  ; Mary,  Nov.  20,  1646;  John,  Nov.  5,  1647 ; 
Samuel,  born  March  15,  1652  ; Benoni ; and  Henry. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1653-4,  and  the 
mother  married  (second)  Thomas  Hill. 

(HI)  Samuel  Steele,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
IMarch  15,  1652,  married  Sept.  16,  1680,  Mercy, 
daughter  of  jMajor  William  Bradford,  who  next  to 
iMiles  Standish  was  the  chief  military  man  of  the 
Colony,  and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  W illiam  Brad- 
ford, the  Pilgrim  of  the  “^Mayflower.”  Mr.  Steele 
died  in  1710,  and  his  wife  in  1720.  They  resided 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  their  children  were : 
Thomas,  born  Sept.  9,  1681  ; Samuel  and  Jerusha, 
P'eb.  15,  1684-5;  Wdlliam,  I'eb.  20,  1687:  Abiel, 
Oct.  8,  1693;  Daniel,  April  3,  1697;  and  Eliphalet, 
June  23,  1700. 

’ (I\’)  Thomas  Steele,  son  of  Samuel,  born  Sept. 
9,  1681,  married  ]\Iay  10,  1709^  Susanna  Webster, 
and  they  were  residents  of  W’est  Hartford.  Conn. 
Mr.  Steele  died  in  1757,  and  ^Irs.  Steele  Nov.  27th 
of  that  same  year.  Their  children  were : Jerusha, 
born  July  i,  1710;  Samuel,  March  ii,  1712;  Wil- 
liam, Dec.  10,  1713;  Susanna,  Dec.  15,  1715; 
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Ihomas,  Oct.  ii,  1717;  James,  Dec.  22,  1719;  Na- 
thaniel, Nov.  3,  1721;  and  John,  baptized  Nov.  17, 
1723.  ^ 

(N)  Samuel  Steele,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
March  ii,  1712,  married  (first)  Dec.  20,  173 — , 

Elizabeth  Merry,  and  (second)  Martha  S . 

Mr.  Steele  died  Sept.  12,  1779.  His  children  were: 
Timothy,  born  Oct.  8,  1732;  Samuel  baptized  Feb. 
3,  1740;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  i,  1741;  Thomas, 
baptized  Oct.  24,  1742;  Allyn,  born  July  21,  1757; 
Martin,  baptized  Oct.  ii,  1760;  Joel,  born  March 
22,  1767;  Martha  (2),  born  April  13,  1751;  iMary, 
born  April  26,  1749;  Lucretia,  born  Sept.  13,  1753; 
Anna,  born  Sept.  15,  1745;  Sybil,  baptized  Jan.  22, 
1763;  Samuel,  born  Feb.  28,  1755;  and  Mary  and 
Sarah,  born  Sept.  28,  1747. 

(\  I)  Allyn  Steele,  son  of  Samuel,  born  July 
21,  I757»  married  Jan.  7,  1778-9,  Joanna  Cadwell, 
born  Jan.  20,  1757,  who  died  May  3,  1835.  He 
died  June  i/,  1802,  and  their  children  were: 

Allyn,  born  Sept,  ir,  17791  Joanna,  born  March  26, 
1781  ; Dr.  Samuel,  born  Nov.  ii,  1782;  Lucy,  born 
Dec.  13,  1785 ; Timothy  Cadwell,  born  Dec.  20, 
20,  1787;  and  Lucy,  born  Dec.  8,  1793. 

(\  II)  Timothy  Cadwell  Steele,  son  of  Allyn, 
born  Dec.  20,  1787,  married  Jan.  i,  180),  Hannah 
Sedgwick,  born  Feb.  6,  1789,  and  they  lived  in  the 
town  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  where  iMr.  Steele  died 
Dec.  28,  1844.  Their  children  were:  Henry,  born 
Oct.  26,  1809;  Thomas,  born  .Sept.  18,  1812; 

Charles  Andrew,  born  Oct.  19,  1814;  and  George 
Timothy,  born  Nov.  30,  1822. 

(\TH)  Deacon  Thomas  Steele,  son  of  Timothy 
(Mdwell,  born  Sept.  18,  1812,  married  Aug.  29, 
1B37,  Mary  Ritter,  and  resided  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut. 

(IN)  Thomas  Sedgwick  Steele,  son  of  Deacon 
Thomas,  received  his  education  in  the  Hartford 
High  school,  and  studied  art  with  P.  Marcus- 
Simons  in  Paris,  being  admitted  to  the  National 
Academy  of  Design  in  1877.  As  a painter  of  game, 
fruit,  flowers  and  still  life  he  acquired  an  enviable 
reputation,  and  he  was  also  the  author  of  several 
works.  i\Ir.  Steele  had  traveled  extensively  in 
Egypt,  Norway,  Russia  and  Europe  generally,  and 
was  a member  of  various  organizations,  among 
them  the  Boston  Club,  Salmagundi  Club  of  New 
York,  ]\Iayflower  Descendants,  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  and  Sons  of  the  American  Revolidion. 
\\  ith  his  wife  and  daughter  he  had  but  recently 
returned  from  a European  tour  of  several  months. 
For  some  time  he  had  suffered  with  a weak  heart 
and  their  return  from  Europe  was  made  earlier 
than  otherwise  on  this  account.  After  the  return 
to  Pawtucket  Mrs.  Steele’s  health  was  not  good, 
and  they  went  to  Beach  Bluff.  While  taking  a 
drive  at  Swampscott,  Mass.,  he  died  suddenly  of 
heart  failure. 

In  1868  Mr.  Steele  was  married  (first)  to  Miss 
Annie  E.  Smith.  On  Oct.  26,  1876,  Mr.  Steele 
married  Miss  Sarah  C.  Goff,  daughter  of  the  late 


Hon.  Darius  Goff  and  Harriet  (Lee)  Goff,  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  to  this  union 
there  was  born  one  daughter,  Annie  Lee,  who  was 
married  in  January,  1904,  to  Mr.  Herbert  M. 
Adams,  son  of  John  F.  Adams,  of  Pawtucket.  One 
son,  Sedgwick  Steele,  was  born  to  this  union  Nov. 
23,  1904. 

CHARLES  FLETCHER,  one  of  the  best 
known  mill  owners  in  the  United  States,  and  up  to 
within  the  last  few  years  the  largest  woolen  manu- 
facturer in  America,  was  born  in  Thornton,  York- 
shire, England,  Nov.  25,  1839,  and  died  at  the 
“Hotel  Touraine,”  in  Boston,  Monday  morning. 
May  13,  1907,  his  death  being  caused  by  apoplexy. 
Between  these  two  dates  had  passed  a life  of  great 
activity  and  one  of  usefulness  to  his  fellow-men. 
Eminent  as  a manufacturer  in  the  textile  industries 
of  the  land  of  his  adoption,  his  record  is  somewhat 
remarkable.  It  would  indeed  be  difficult  to  find  a 
parallel  case  with  his,  wherein  such  large  results  in 
so  short  a time  have  been  attained  in  manufacturing 
pursuits.  Mr.  Fletcher  was  the  son  of  Richard 
and  Ann  (Drake)  Fletcher.  His  father  was  the 
proprietor  of  a large  variety  store  in  Thornton, 
England.  He  went  to  school  in  the  town  of  his 
birth  for  a short  time,  and  then  went  to  work  in 
a mill  in  the  same  city.  At  the  same  time  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  a night  school.  He  went  through 
the  hard  work  of  his  apprenticeship  in  that  city, 
finishing  at  the  age  of  17  years,  after  which 
he  went  to  Bradford,  where  he  worked  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 

Having  learned  every  feature  of  the  woolen 
industry  in  Thornton  and  Bradford,  in  1864,  during 
the  hard  times  in  England,  Mr.  Fletcher  decided  to 
come  to  this  country,  and,  consequently,  took  a po- 
sition at  the  Pacific  Mills  at  Lawrence,  Mass.  At 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he  returned  to  England, 
but  remained  there  only  two  years,  and  on  his  next 
trip  to  this  country  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I.  He 
took  a position  with  the  Valley  Worsted  Mills  in 
Olneyville,  but  the  next  year  leased  the  Rising  Sun 
Mill,  on  Valley  street.  He  continued  his  connection 
with  the  \"alley  Mills,  and  soon  became  superin- 
tendent, which  position  he  held  for  nine  years. 

Mr.  Fletcher  had  not  been  long  in  the  mill  be- 
fore he  learned  that  the  owners  of  the  plant  were 
experiencing  no  end  of  trouble  with  their  yarns, 
which  were  returned  to  them  as  unsatisfactory. 
Having  become  acquainted  with  the  owners,  he 
eventually  felt  free  to  converse  with  them  relative 
to  their  affairs,  and  one  evening  he  ventured  to  re- 
mark that  he  thought  he  could  help  them  out  of  their 
difficulties  with  their  yarns,  asserting  that  the  faults 
could  be  easily  remedied.  At  first  they  were  not 
inclined  to  pay  much  attention  to  his  offer  of  assist- 
ance, but  finally  the  trouble  became  so  pronounced, 
and  the  business  was  getting  so  bad,  that  they 
ventured  to  let  him  try  his  hand  at  combing  the  wool 
and  spinning  the  yarn.  One  thing  he  insisted  upon, 
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and  that  was  that  he  was  to  have  his  own  way  and 
was  not  to  be  interfered  with  in  any  course  he 
might  consider  proper  to  pursue  in  producing  the 
yarns.  Having  thus  obtained  permission  to  operate 
the  machinery  as  he  deemed  best,  he  introduced 
methods  of  handling  the  wool  such  as  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  make  use  of  in  the  old  country. 
Under  his  skilled  manipulation  the  business  of 
combing  and  spinning  wool  was  completely  revolu- 
tionized, the  troubles  at  once  disappeared,  and  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  placed  in  permanent  control  of  that 
department  of  the  mills. 

In  1876  Mr.  Fletcher  started  out  as  a manufac- 
turer for  himself,  but  did  so  without  withdrawing 
from  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Valley 
Mills.  He  hired  in  1875  a small  stone  mill  on 
Valley  street,  from  the  trustees  of  the  Richmond 
estate,  and  equipped  it  with  machinery  from  Eng- 
land, the  plant  being  designed  for  worsted  yarns. 
For  a year  and  a half  he  continued  his  double  round 
of  work,  traveling  himself  to  sell  his  goods,  keeping 
his  accounts  up  to  date  by  night  work,  and  ever 
striving  in  both  plants  to  make  himself  valuable. 
In  1878  he  purchased  the  stone  mill,  which  he  had 
previously  leased,  and  at  once  started  the  career  of 
manufacturing  and  mill  building  which  soon  made 
him  known  to  all  Rhode  Islanders.  Before  he 
finished  with  his  stone  mill  he  had  enlarged  the 
establishment  so  that  it  included  five  acres  of  land 
and  six  large  mills.  He  then  built  another  group 
of  mills,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  his  first 
collection.  At  this  time  he  appeared  to  have  no 
Midas-like  touch  to  turn  everything  into  gold,  but 
on  the  contrary  learned  early  that  there  were  many 
obstacles  to  be  encountered  in  beginning  a business 
career.  But  he  persevered,  and  with  an  indomitable 
will,  which  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  his  most 
pronounced  traits  by  those  intimately  associated 
with  him,  he  overcame  the  obstacles  and  began  the 
foundation  of  the  concern  which  afterward  grew 
to  its  present  proportions  under  his  management. 
Mill  after  mill  was  put  up,  until  their  designation 
by  numbers  became  necessary,  and  the  numbers 
range  from  one  to  nine,  all  in  one  group  between 
Valley  street  and  the  river.  Here  some  three  thou- 
sand operatives  are  employed. 

Within  ten  years  from  the  beginning  of  his 
career  as  a manufacturer  Mr.  Fletcher  commanded 
credit  which  rendered  it  possible  for  him  to  lay  what 
was  practically  the  foundation  of  the  present  village 
of  Thornton,  so  named  after  the  place  in  England 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood.  He  was  prominent  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Thornton  Worsted  Mill, 
afterward  destroyed  by  fire.  He  was  associated 
with  the  originator  of  the  British  Hosiery  Mill,  at 
Thornton,  in  transplanting  a complete  equipment  of 
machinery  and  a force  of  help  from  Nottingham, 
England,  to  Thornton,  where  the  colony  on  its 
arrival  found  a large  new  mill  and  a complete  vil- 
lage of  cottage  houses  ready  for  it  to  enter  and 
_ occupy.  He  became  the  owner  of  a great  area  of 


land  around  Thornton,  some  of  which  was  disposed 
of  to  the  thriftier  of  the  people  who  came  to  Thorn- 
ton to  work  in  the  hosiery  mill.  At  this  village  he 
also  built  the  big  Victoria  iMill,  for  the  treatment  of 
wools,  which  is  conducted  by  his  son-in-law,  Henry 
Hartley,  and  the  extensive  Pocasset  Yarn  Mill, 
which  is  conducted  by  his  son,  Erederick  C. 
Fletcher. 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Fletcher  went  to  Fulton,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  purchased  an  old  mill  on  such  terms 
that  it  is  said  he  was  able  to  sell  the  old  machinery 
for  a sum  equal  to  the  entire  cost  of  the  plant.  Then 
he  tore  down  the  old  building  and  built  an  establish- 
ment which  duplicated  in  a large  measure  the  re- 
sults of  his  enterprise  in  Olneyville.  At  Black- 
stone,  Mass.,  he  purchased  another  abandoned  mill 
property,  and  there  established  with  his  son,  Joseph 
E.  Fletcher,  the  Saranac  Mills.  He  had  also  been 
associated  with  others  in  the  building  of  a number 
of  large  mills  in  other  sections  of  the  State,  in  some 
of  which  he  had  holdings,  in  others  his  associates 
acquiring  entire  control.  In  this  respect  it  is  said  that 
he  was  a finn  friend  to  worthy  associates  who  began 
life  as  he  had  and  had  the  capacity  to  rise  from 
the  ranks.  He  became  the  owner  of  the  old  Rich- 
mond Print  Works  property,  between  Valley  street 
and  Atwells  avenue,  and  the  present  plant  of  the 
Banigan  Rubber  Works,  on  Valley  street,  he  built 
as  a worsted  mill  for  the  Saxon  Worsted  Company, 
which  went  out  of  business  after  the  big  strike  of 
1893,  in  which  all  the  mills  in  Olneyville  were  in- 
volved. He  afterward  sold  these  mills  to  the  Bani- 
gan Rubber  Works.  He  also  built  the  machine  shops 
on  Atwells  avenue,  between  Valley  street  and  Har- 
ris avenue,  and  had  other  large  interests  of  that 
character. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  the  owner  of  the  Narragansett 
Hotel  in  Providence  and  other  property  of  great 
value.  Some  years  ago  he  recapitalized  the  Na- 
tional-Providence Alills,  made  it  a corporation,  and 
agreed  to  continue  as  its  manager  for  a period  of 
five  years.  He  was  at  that  time  contemplating  re- 
tirement. It  was  not  until  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  for  which  he  had  agreed  to  manage  that 
concern  that  he  entered  into  the  American  Woolen 
Company’s  combination.  As  a result  of  that  plan 
he  placed  not  only  the  National-Providence  but 
also  his  Fulton  Mills  and  the  Saranac  Mills  at 
Blackstone  in  the  trust.  His  son,  Joseph  E. 
Eletcher,  continued  as  manager  of  the  Saranac  Mills 
under  the  combination.  The  Pocasset  Mills  and  the 
Victoria  Mill  at  Thornton  were  not  associated 
with  the  American  Woolen  Company.  Mr. 
Eletcher’s  retirement  from  the  board  of  directors 
and  from  the  executive  committee  of  the  woolen 
and  worsted  trust  known  as  the  American  Woolen 
Company  took  place  in  1900. 

After  the  organization  of  the  big  combination, 
which  in  1905  brought  together  under  one  manage- 
ment the  big  National-Providence,  Riverside,  Wey- 
lx)sset,  Manton  and  Valley  Mills,  at  Olneyville,  the 
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immense  Washington  Mills,  at  Lawrence,  the  Fitch- 
burg and  ileoli  Mills,  at  Fitchburg,  the  Saranac 
Mills,  at  Blackstone,  Inman  and  Sheffield  Mills,  in 
Burrillville,  the  Fulton  Mills,  at  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  and 
fifteen  other  concerns  in  New  England,  producing 
various  grades  of  woolen  and  worsted  goods  and 
yarns,  Mr.  Fletcher  was  one  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  three  men  charged  with  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  trust. 

It  was  known  that  Mr.  Fletcher  had  long  been 
contemplating  retirement  from  the  onerous  duties  in- 
volved in  the  management  of  the  National-Provi- 
dence Alills  at  Olneyville  prior  to  the  consolidation 
of  this  big  concern  with  others  in  the  American 
Woolen  Company.  While  it  marked  the  close  of 
his  active  career  as  a manufacturer,  he  still  had 
interests  of  varied  character  to  command  his  atten- 
tion. It  was  with  the  intention  of  devoting  himself 
to  these  other  enterprises,  sufficient  of  themselves 
to  make  him  a busy  man  without  perhaps  so  great 
a burden  of  care  and  responsibility  as  those  entailed 
in  the  management  of  big  mills,  that  he  took  the  ac- 
tion which  was  a matter  of  much  public  interest  at 
the  time.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  from  one  of  the 
most  modest  starts  in  life  Mr.  Fletcher  reached  the 
pinnacle  of  respect  and  fame  in  his  chosen  field  and 
was  considered  as  one  of  the  most  competent  au- 
thorities on  all  matters  pertaining  to  woolens  or 
worsteds.  He  was  virtually  the  “wool  king”  of 
America  in  his  day. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  interested  in  many  enterprises, 
among  them  being  the  Cable  Tramway  Company, 
in  which  he  was  instrumental  in  helping  the  stock- 
holders to  obtain  all  their  rights.  He  was  a self- 
made  man,  and  not  only  amassed  a fortune  for 
himself,  but  put  his  business  associates  in  positions 
to  do  likewise.  He  was  a stanch  Republican  and 
a firm  believer  in  the  protective  tariff.  While  he 
never  had  any  political  aspirations,  he  represented 
Rhode  Island  at  the  national  convention  which 
nominated  Benjamin  Harrison  for  President. 

Charles  Fletcher  was  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman. 
He  had  owned  several  huge  steam  yachts  during  the 
past  few  years,  usually  making  his  daily  trips  from 
his  home  at  Conanicut  to  Providence  in  his  yacht. 
He  was  a member  of  the  New  \ork,  the  Bristol 
and  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Clubs.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Pomham  Club,  and  was 
chosen  the  first  president  of  that  organization. 

Editorially  the  Providence  Journal  of  May  14, 
1907,  under  the  caption  of  “An  Industrial  Pioneer, 
said  of  Mr.  Fletcher; 

“Charles  Fletcher,  who  died  in  Boston,  yester- 
day, was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  worsted  yarn 
industry  in  America.  From  his  Yorkshire  home 
he  brought  habits  of  great  industry  and  persistent 
application.  Shrewd  in  his  investments  and  sa- 
gacious in  all  his  commercial  ventures,  he  became 
one  of  Rhode  Island’s  leading  manufacturers  and 
developed  some  of  the  most  successful  mills  in  the 


State.  Probably  this  community  could  not  offer 
a more  shining  example  of  a self-made  man  who 
entirely  by  his  own  ability  built  up  enormous  in- 
dustrial establishments.  This  unusual  constructive 
capacity  he  combined  with  a singularly  reserved 
personality.  He  never  sought  prominence  outside 
of  his  business.  His  mills  were  his  monuments,  and 
few  manufacturers  can  point  to  such  a long  record 
of  successful  enterprises.” 

The  following  editorial  is  from  the  Providence 
Tribune:  “Aside  from  the  value  of  the  notable  ex- 
ample he  gave  of  enterprise,  industry  and  determin- 
ation in  self-advancement  through  the  making  as 
well  as  the  utilization  of  opportunity  the  late 
Charles  Fletcher  was  a real  and  substantial  bene- 
factor of  this  city  and  State.  He  was  not  attracted, 
to  be  sure,  to  public  service  of  any  kind  and  his 
charities  were  such  as  are  kept  out  of  sight.  But 
in  building  up  and  successfully  operating  his  large 
manufacturing  properties  and  giving  employment  to 
many  thousands  of  workingmen  and  through  them 
contributing  materially  to  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  community  he  conferred  the  most  practical  of  all 
benefits  upon  the  State  of  his  adoption  ; and  after  his 
own  retirement  from  active  business  he  kept  a con- 
siderable portion  of  his  capital  invested  here  in  the 
continuance,  through  others,  of  the  same  good  work. 
The  world  does  not  often  speak,  nor  perhaps  think, 
of  such  men  as  public  benefactors,  but  they  are 
really  foremost  in  the  class.  Rhode  Island  life  is 
richer  and  fuller  because  of  Charles  Fletcher’s 
labors  here.” 

]\Ir.  Fletcher  married  Harriet  Beanland,  who 
survives  him,  besides  three  children;  (i)  Joseph 
E. ; (2)  a daughter,  the  wife  of  Henry  Hartley; 
(3)  Frederick  C.,  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts. 

Joseph  E.  Fletcher,  the  eldest  son  of  Charles 
Fletcher,  was  born  in  Bradford,  England,  in  1866. 
He  entered  his  father’s  employ  in  Providence  and 
was  finally  elected  vice-president  and  treasurer  of 
the  National  & Providence  Worsted  Mills,  also 
treasurer  and  .manager  of  the  Saranac  Worsted 
Mills,  which  mills  were  sold  to  the  American 
Woolen  Company.  For  two  years  he  acted  as  agent 
and  general  manager  of  that  company  in  the  Sara- 
nac Mills  at  Blackstone,  Rhode  Island. 

After  resigning  from  the  position  of  agent  he 
purchased  the  Mapleville  property,  in  December, 
1900,  and  organized  it  under  the  name  of  the  Coro- 
net Worsted  Company,  with  a capital  stock  of 
$250,000.  The  old  mill  was  transformed  into  a 
modern  establishment  and  the  village  enlarged  by 
the  building  of  several  tenement  houses  and  other 
modem  improvements,  placing  it  in  the  front  rank 
of  textile  centers.  Mr.  Fletcher  also  owns  and  oper- 
ates the  Plainfield  Woolen  Company  at  Central 
Village,  Conn.,  also  the  Central  Yarn  Company,  at 
that  place,  and  the  Allenton  Woolen  Company,  at 
Allenton,  Rhode  Island. 

While  he  has  never  sought  public  office,  Mr. 
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whole  life  was  one  which  brought  him  esteem  and 
respect.  In  his  early  years  he  was  a \\  hig,  and 
became  later  a Republican.  His  fraternal  connec- 
tion was  with  Eureka  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Woon- 
socket. In  young  manhood  he  had  united  with 
the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Swansea,  jMass.,  and 
he  continued  very  active  in  its  affairs  as  long  as 
he  resided  in  that  vicinity,  and  before  removing 
to  Woonsocket  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  several  years.  During  his  residence  in 
the  latter  place,  he  was  a very  regular  attendant 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  having  transferred  his 
membership  there. 

On  Nov.  22,  1840,  at  Swansea.  i\Iass.,  Mr. 
Horton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Barney  Kingsley,  born  Jan.  30,  1824,  daughter  of 
Deacon  David  Kingsley,  of  North  Swansea.  She 
died  May  5,  1891,  in  Rehoboth.  She  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  belonged  to  a 
family  that  for  generations  has  been  prominent  in 
the  Church  at  North  Swansea.  Her  great-grand- 
father, grandfather,  father  and  brother  were  all 
deacons  in  succession  in  that  church.  To  i\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Otis  H.  Horton  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows; Albert  Kingsley,  born  Aug.  21,  1843, 

Nov.  15,  1858;  IMarion  Elizabeth,  born  June  27, 
1845,  married  Oct.  13,  1868,  William  H.  Place,  of 
Providence,  and  died  there  Dec.  17,  1875,  leaving 
two  children,  Lewis  T.  (of  Providence)  and  Eliza 
( widow  of  Robert  T.  Hayes,  of  Providence)  ; 
Ellen  Frances,  born  Jan.  15,  1848,  married  June 
2,  1868,  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Ashley,  a Baptist  clergy- 
man, who  died  in  October,  1904,  at  Merrimac, 
Mass.,  where  his  widow  still  resides,  and  their 
three  children  were — Charles  (now  deceased), 
Samuel  D.  (who  is  a clothing  merchant,  at  Sche- 
nectady, N.  Y.)  and  a daughter  (who  died 
young);  Charles  Herbert,  born  Sept.  21,  1850; 
.\ddie  Kingsley,  born  Dec.  31,  i860,  married  Fred 
A.  Colwell,  of  Woonsocket,  who  is  mentioned  else- 
where; Walter  Henry,  born  Nov.  5,  1866,  died 
July  4,  1867;  and  Otis  Hiram,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  24, 
1868,  was  a traveling  salesman,  married  Oct.  23, 
1892,  Efffe  Blakesley,  had  two  children,  and  died 
in  Providence,  Dec.  15,  1903. 

Hon.  Charles  Herbert  Horton,  born  at  Reho- 
both, Mass.,  Sept.  21,  1850,  was  twelve  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Woonsocket,  and  he 
completed  his  education  at  the  Woonsocket  high 
school.  For  three  and  one-half  years  after  this 
he  was  a clerk  in  the  postofffee  at  Woonsocket 
under  Major  Steven  H.  Brown.  During  1870-71 
he  was  at  Mattoon,  111.,  in  the  employ  of  Day  & 
Sprague,  grain  dealers  of  Providence,  but  in  the 
latter  year  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself. 
Mr.  Horton  has  been  interested  in  a number  of 
business  enterprises,  all  of  which  have  proved 
eminently  successful.  His  first  venture  was  in 
the  notion  business,  and  for  several  years  he  con- 
ducted a shoe  business.  In  1877,  i”  company  with 
Palmer  Brown,  he  established  the  business  now 


known  as  the  Perforated  Pad  Company,  beginning 
in  a small  way,  and  during  the  time  that  he  was 
still  conducting  his  shoe  store.  The  new  enter- 
prise grew,  however,  so  rapidly,  that  he  was  soon 
obliged  to  dispose  of  his  shoe  interests,  to  devote 
his  entire  attention  to  manufacturing.  In  1882 
the  business  was  incorporated  with  a capital  of 
$50,000,  Mr.  Horton  becoming  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, which  offices  he  still  holds.  The  Perforated 
Pad  Company  are  manufacturers  of  horse  special- 
ties, such  as  fronts,  blinds,  rosettes,  pads,  etc., 
patent  leather  and  felt  goods  for  the  harness  trade, 
and  also  of  the  famous  Becker  & WEkser  sore- 
back  saddle.  In  prosperous  times  they  employ 
about  100  hands,  and  this  is  the  largest  concern 
in  the  country  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
perforated  pads. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Horton,  unlike  his 
late  father,  is  a Democrat.  He  has  always  taken 
more  or  less  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Woonsocket  town  council  before 
the  place  became  a city,  and  at  his  election  in  1876 
he  was,  up  to  that  time,  the  youngest  person  ever 
elected  in  the  town  to  such  a position.  Later  he 
was  elected  councilman  from  the  3d  ward  and  still 
later  from  1891  to  1894  he  was  a member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  in  1900  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  in 
which  he  served  four  years.  During  this  long 
period  in  public  life,  he  fulfilled  every  expectation 
of  his  constituents,  and  returned  to  private  life 
still  possessing  their  confidence  and  esteem. 

Mr.  Horton  has  many  important  business  as- 
sociations. He  is  president  of  the  Producer’s 
Savings  Bank;  a director  in  the  Producer’s  Na- 
tional Bank ; a director  in  the  Woonsocket  Building 
& Loan  Association,  and  for  a number  of  years, 
until  1904  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests,  he 
was  a director  in  the  Textile  Remnant  Company 
of  Woonsocket. 

On  Jan.  3,  1872,  Mr.  Horton  was  married  to 
Mary  M.  Casto,  daughter  of  William  E.  and 
Eleanor  (Jordon)  Casto,  of  Mattoon,  111.,  and  they 
have  one  son,  William  T.  The  latter  was  born 
Feb.  15,  1875,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Woonsocket  and  the  Rice,  Goff  & Smith  school 
at  Providence,  and  is  now  engaged  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Perforated  Pad  Company.  Mr. 
Horton,  wife  and  son,  are  all  members  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Horton  is 
a vestryman.  He  belongs  to  Eureka  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Golf 
Club. 

PENDLETON  (Line  of  Gen.  Nathan).  The 
Pendleton  family  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  later 
of  the  town  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  is  of  long  and  honor- 
able standing  and  connection  in  this  section,  and 
through  its  close  to  275  years  of  identity  with  New 
England  it  has  given  to  the  country  a number  of 
men  conspicuous  in  American  annals.  This  article, 
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however,  is  to  treat  briefly  only  of  the  family  and 
lineage  of  the  late  Gen.  Nathan  Pendleton,  some 
of  whose  sons  were  long  and  substantial  citizens 
and  leading  business  men  of  Westerly,  and  one,  the 
late  Hon.  James  Monroe  Pendleton,  was  especially 
distinguished  in  public  life  as  a representative  from 
Rhode  Island  in  the  United  States  Congress ; and 
here,  in  Westerly  to-day,  are  still  active  in  town 
affairs,  as  leading  citizens.  Col.  Eugene  Burrows 
and  James  M.  Pendleton,  grandsons  of  Nathan  Pen- 
dleton, the  latter  being  manager  of  the  Westerly 
Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company. 

From  Major  Brian  Pendleton,  the  emigrant 
settler  and  progenitor  of  the  Stonington,  Conn., 
and  Westerly,  R.  L,  Pendletons,  the  lineage  of  the 
sons  of  the  late  Cen.  Nathan  Pendleton  is  through 
Capt.  James,  Joseph,  Col.  William  and  Capt.  Na- 
than Pendleton. 

(I)  Major  Brian  Pendleton,  born  in  1599  in 
England,  came  to  the  American  Colonies  and  set- 
tled first  in  Sudbury,  Mass.,  where  he  was  made  a 
freeman  Sept.  3,  1634.  He  was  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  six  years.  He  assisted  in  settling 
Sudbury,  and  was  a selectman  for  several  years. 
From  Sudbury  he  went  to  Ipswich.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  famous  artillery  company  of  Bos- 
ton. He  removed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  about 
1651,  and  was  deputy  there  for  five  years.  In  1663 
he  purchased  200  acres  of  land  near  Winter  Harbor, 
Saco,  Maine,  but  after  a few  years  he  returned  to 
Portsmouth,  and  there  made  his  will,  which  was 
proved  April  5,  1681.  Major  Pendleton  was  an 
eminent  man  of  his  day.  He  held  important  civil 
and  military  offices,  being  a captain  and  also  major 
in  the  militia.  His  wife,  Eleanor,  died  in  1681, 
leaving  two  children,  Mary  and  Capt.  James. 

(H)  Capt.  James  Pendleton  was  first  at  Water- 
town  and  then  at  Sudbury,  Mass. ; he  went  to  Ston- 
ington, in  1674,  and  in  1679  came  to  Westerly,  R.  I. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  First  Church  at  Stoning- 
ton, Conn.,  in  1674.  His  first  wife,  Mary  (Pal- 
mer), died  Nov.  7,  1655,  and  he  married  (second) 
April  29,  1656,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Edmund  Good- 
enow.  She  was  born  in  1639,  and  lived  in  Westerly 
with  her  son  Caleb  as  late  as  1726.  The  children 
born  to  the  first  marriage  were : James,  Mary  and 
Hannah;  and  those  to  the  second:  Brian,  Joseph, 
Edmund,  Ann,  Caleb,  Sarah,  Eleanor,  Dorothy  and 
Patience.  Caplain  Pendleton  died  Nov.  29,  1709. 

(HI)  Joseph  Pendleton,  born  Dec.  29,  1661,  at 
Sudbury,  Mass.,  married  (first)  July  8,  1696,  De- 
borah Miner,  born  Sept.  17,  1672,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Hannah  (Avery)  Miner.  She  died  Sept. 
8,  1697,  and  he  married  (second)  Dec.  ii,  1700, 
Patience,  daughter  of  William  and  Rebecca  (Av- 
ery) Potts,  of  New  London,  Conn.  One  child,  De^ 
borah,  was  born  to  the  first  marriage,  and  Joseph. 
William  and  Joshua  to  the  second.  He  died  Sept. 
18,  1706.  and  his  widow  married  April  28,  1707, 
Samuel  Rogers,  by  whom  she  had  several  children. 

(IV)  Col.  William  Pendleton,  born  March  23, 
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1704,  married  March  10,  1726,  Lydia  Burrows,  born 
April  19,  1703,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Hub- 
bard) Burrows,  and  their  children  were:  William, 
Amos,  Ereelove,  Peleg,  John,  Benjamin,  Lydia, 
Joshua  and  Ephraim.  The  mother  of  these  died 
Aug.  18,  1750,  and  the  father  married  (second) 
April  25,  1751,  Mrs.  Mary  Chesebrough  (widow 
of  Zebulon  Chesebrough,  whom  she  had  married 
March  29,  1739),  daughter  of  John  and  Lucia 
(Stanton)  McDowell.  Their  children  were : Lucy, 
Nathan,  Isaac  and  Keturah.  The  father  is  said  to 
have  served  as  colonel  of  militia  during  the  Revo- 
lution, and  he  was  colonel  of  a Kings  County  Regi- 
ment before  the  war. 

(V)  Nathan  Pendleton,  born  April  2,  1754,  died 
Jan.  16,  1841.  He  married  (first)  Jan.  2,  1775, 
Amelia  Babcock,  born  Nov.  4,  1756,  who  died  Sept. 
27,  1814,  in  Norwich,  N.  Y. ; she  was  a daughter 
of  Col.  James  and  Sarah  (Stanton)  Babcock,  the 
former  a physician  in  the  Revolution.  Nathan  Pen- 
dleton married  (second)  Oct.  20,  1816,  Rhoda 
(Babcock)  Gavitt,  born  Aug.  21,  1764,  died  De-c. 
20,  1852,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Worden) 
Babcock,  and  widow  of  George  Gavitt.  His  cbil- 
dren,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Amelia, 
born  Oct.  20,  1775;  Sally,  Aug.  i,  1777;  Nathan, 
June  I,  1779;  Isaac,  Jan.  16,  1781;  Keturah,  Dec. 
5,  1782;  Charlotte,  Oct.  24,  1784;  iMolly,  Dec.  16, 
1786;  Catharine,  July  22,  1789;  Simon,  Feb.  17, 
1792;  Simon  (2),  July  30,  1793;  William,  April  29, 
1795;  Amos,  Feb.  28,  1797;  Peleg,  March  20,  1798. 
Nathan  Pendleton,  the  father,  served  as  an  ensign 
in  the  ist  Company  of  the  ist  Battalion  of  Militia 
in  the  county  of  Kings,  Rhode  Island,  in  1780;  in 
1781  he  was  ensign  in  the  ist  Infantry  Company  of 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
militia. 

(VI)  Gen.  Nathan  Pendleton,  born  June  i, 
1779,  married  Oct.  6,  1803,  Phebe  Cole,  who  was 
born  Feb.  6,  1786,  daughter  of  Sands  and  Esther 
(Grant)  Cole.  Both  Nathan  and  Phebe  were  of 
Stonington,  Conn.  They  resided  in  what  is  now 
North  Stonington.  General  Pendleton  represented 
his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  from  1810  to  1826. 
He  served  as  a major  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  later 
became  a general  in  the  militia.  His  wife  was  of 
Scottish  extraction,  and  a woman  of  superior 
talents  and  refinement.  She  died  May  17,  1867, 
her  eighty-second  year.  General  Pendleton  died 
Oct.  15,  1827,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  Their 
children  were : Nathan  S.,  born  Jan.  18,  1805 ; 
Charles  H.,  born  Jan.  19,  1807 ; Enoch  B.,  born  Sept. 
5,  1808;  Phebe  E.,  born  Aug.  30,  1810;  DeWitt  C., 
born  May  27,  1812;  William  Franklin,  born  April 
15,  1814;  Sally  A.,  born  jMay  23,  1816;  Susan  A., 
born  March  18,  1818;  Nancy  jM.,  born  March  i, 
1820;  James  M.,  born  Jan.  10,  1822;  Lydia  E.,  born 
April  4,  1824;  and  Keturah  Catherine,  born  May 
13,  1827. 

(VH)  Hon.  James  AIonroe  Pendleton,  son 
of  Gen.  Nathan,  born  Jan.  10,  1822,  in  the  section 
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known  as  “Pendleton  Hill,”  in  North  Stonington, 
Conn.,  married,  in  1847,  Miss  Bethena  A.  Spencer, 
of  Suffield,  Conn.,  a woman  whose  talents  and  re- 
fined culture  command  the  highest  respect  and 
esteem.  [Data  of  this  Spencer  family  follow.] 

James  Al.  Pendleton  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
subsequently  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  In- 
stitute, at  Suffield,  Conn.,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  high  honors  in  1844.  After  his  gradu- 
ation he  at  once  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  a 
business  life.  For  a period  of  some  two  years  he 
was  a salesman  in  a wholesale  grocery  store  in  New 
York,  and  then,  in  the  fall  of  1847,  located  in  Wes- 
terly, R.  1.,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  life,  which 
he  followed  successfully  until  1854.  In  that  year 
he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Niantic 
Bank  of  Westerly,  and  subsequently  for  seventeen 
years  was  its  cashier,  the  bank  in  the  meantime 
having  reorganized  under  the  National  Bank  Act. 
He  later  became  president  of  the  National  Niantic 
Bank  and  also  of  the  Niantic  Savings  Bank.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  certain  manufacturing,  mer- 
cantile and  insurance  interests  which  were  pros- 
perous, and  for  years  he  continued  to  devote  him- 
self to  the  manufacturing  and  insurance  business, 
continuing  in  the  latter  business  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Mr.  Pendleton  from  boyhood  was  interested  in 
political  economy  and  science,  and  through  this  in- 
terest and  the  force  of  his  make-up  it  was  soon  mani- 
fested that  he  possessed  the  requisite  qualities  for 
leadership.  As  time  passed  his  industry,  ability  and 
exemplary  private  life  so  won  the  public  confidence, 
appreciation  and  esteem  that  he  was  soon  drawn 
into  the  current  of  politics,  which  led  to  an  active, 
useful  and  honorable  public  career.  He  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  in  1862,  and  re-elected  in  1863, 
1864  and  1865.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Repub- 
lican National  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1868,  and 
in  the  same  year  was  chosen  Presidential  elector. 
He  was  elected  to  the  XLIId  Congress  in  1868,  and 
re-elected  to  the  XLHId  Congress,  serving  during 
the  first  session  on  the  committees  on  Printing  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  and  subsequently  on  the 
committee  on  the  Revision  of  Laws,  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Air. 
Pendleton  was  a delegate  J;o  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention  of  1876.  From  1878  to  1884  he 
was  a rei)resentative  from  his  town  in  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  and 
during  a number  of  sessions  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Finance.  He  acted  long  and  ef- 
ficiently in  the  interests  of  public  schools,  and  for 
fifteen  years  served  on  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
and  Corrections,  for  a portion  of  the  time  being  its 
chairman.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  and  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  all  measures  which  he  believed  to  be  con- 
ducive to  the  good  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived  or  of  Hie  country  at  large.  During  the  Civil 


war  Air.  Pendleton  was  a stanch  Union  man.  He 
was  president  of  the  Union  League  in  Westerly, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  enlisting  soldiers 
for  the  defense  of  the  government.  Mr.  Pendleton 
was  a prominent  Alason  and  held  many  important 
offices  in  the  fraternity,  being  first  eminent  com- 
mander of  Narragansett  Commandery.  He  united 
with  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  North  Stonington, 
Conn.,  in  1832,  and  held  membership  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Westerly  from  1847  to  1870, 
when  he  became  a charter  member  of  tlie  Calvary 
Baptist  Churchj  of  which  he  was  a liberal  supporter. 

Air.  Pendleton,  having  no  children  of  his  own, 
manifested  much  liberality  and  kindness  in  the  care 
.and  education  of  his  nieces  and  nephews.  In  1854 
two  children  of  his  brother  William  were  taken  into 
his  family  to  be  educated,  one  of  whom,  James  AI., 
became  a lieutenant  in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  in  Alarch,  1863,  of  fever  contracted 
in  the  service.  Another,  Elizabeth  P.  Pendleton, 
whom  Air.  Pendleton  considered  his  adapted  daugh- 
ter, married  William  E.  Hart,  of  Earmington,  had 
a son  Edward  P.,  and  a daughter  Mabel,  and  died 
Feb.  2,  1891.  Later  on,  in  1865,  after  the  death  of 
his  brother  William,  two  others  of  the  children  were 
given  a home,  one  of  whom  has  since  died,  and  the 
other.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Pendleton,  was  graduated 
from  Brown  University  in  1878,  and  from  Roches- 
ter Theological  Seminary  in  1881,  and  is  now  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  an  editorial  in 
the  Westerly  Journal  of  Feb.  19,  1889,  on  the  death 
of  James  AI.  Pendleton: 

"His  sudden  departure  takes  from  our  midst 
one  of  our  most  worthy  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens, one  who  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  men  through  many  years  of  public  and  pri- 
vate life.  By  his  uprightness  and  Christian  bear- 
ing, his  influence  in  society  always  left  a marked 
impression  which  few  individuals  were  able  to  im- 
part.” 

(VH)  Enoch  B.  Pendlkton,  son  of  Gen.  Na- 
than, born  Sept.  5,  1808,  in  North  Stonington, 
Conn.,  married  Oct.  30,  1843,  Mary  E.  Chapman, 
who  was  born  Alay  13,  1821,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Welthy  (Palmer)  Chapman,  of  North  Stoning- 
ton, Conn.,  and  died  April  5,  1901,  in  Westerly,  R. 
I.  To  them  came  children  as  follows:  (i)  Mary  E., 
born  Sept.  15,  1844,  died  March  31,  1901.  (2) 

Josephine  A.,  lives  in  Springfield,  Mass.  (3)  Eu- 
gene B.  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Charles  H. 
spent  his  boyhood  in  Westerly,  and  in  1872  entered 
the  postoffice,  remaining  until  July,  1880,  when  he 
was  appointed  postal  clerk  between  New  York  and 
Boston,  continuing  thus  until  1887,  when  he  re- 
signed. He  was  reappointed  in  May,  1887,  and  in 
April,  1890,  he  was  appointed  United  States  post- 
office  inspector,  with  headquarters  at  Boston.  He 
resigned  in  December,  1893,  and  until  Alarch,  1898, 
was  employed  in  various  New  England  postoffices 
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as  clerk  and  assistant  postmaster.  In  March,  1898, 
he  was  reappointed  postoffice  inspector,  with  head- 
quarters in  Boston.  He  belongs  to  Calvary  Baptist 
Church.  In  fraternal  connection  a Mason,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Franklin  Lodge,  Palmer  Chapter  and 
Narragansett  Commandery.  He  married  April  19, 
1882,  Harriet  E.  Noyes,  daughter  of  Thomas  J. 
Noyes,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Annie 
Noyes,  born  Jan.  4,  1883 ; Thomas  Burrows,  born 
May  2,  1886;  and  Idiebe  Cole,  born  Jan.  25,  1891, 
who  died  Aug.  8,  1893.  (5)  Harriet  married 

Nov.  29,  1888,  Rev.  B.  D.  Hahn,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  they  have  two  children : Barbara  Mary, 
born  Nov.  22,  1890;  and  James  Pendleton,  born 
Oct.  3,  1894.  (6)  Edwin  Palmer  spent  his  school 

days  in  Westerly,  and  in  his  second  year  in  high 
school  was  ai.  pointed  to  West  Point,  graduating  in 

1879.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieuten- 
ant in  February,  1889,  and  captain  April  i,  1898; 
was  assigned  to  the  23d  Infantry ; was  promoted 
from  captain  to  major,  Aug.  29,  1903,  and  is  now 
with  the  29th  Infantry  at  Fort  Douglas,  Utah.  On 
June  II,  1885,  he  married  Anna  Kate  Eaton,  born 
in  Buffalo,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  and  Anna  (Scot- 
ten)  Eaton,  and  they  have  four  children:  Philip  E., 
born  Feb.  26,  1888;  Henry  jMcEldery,  Jan.  23,  1893 ; 
Adeline  Louise,  Oct.  13,  1894;  and  Anna  S.,  1899. 
(7)  Annie  C.,  born  Nov.  2,  1859,  died  Jan.  10, 

1880.  (8)  James  Monroe,  born  in  Westerly,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  there,  and  was  graduated 
at  the  high  school  in  1880.  He  graduated  Ph.  B. 
from  Brown  University  in  1885,  and  received  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  in  1890.  He  belongs  to  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternities. 
In  August,  1885,  he  became  a clerk  in  the  National 
Niantic  Bank,  in  1887  was  made  assistant  cashier, 
and  in  April,  1889,  became  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Niantic  Savings  Bank.  In  December,  1904, 
he  became  manager  of  the  Westerly  Branch,  Indus- 
trial Trust  Company.  Mr.  Pendleton  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  efficient  and  competent  officials  in 
banking  circles  in  Westerly.  He  has  been  a public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  has  held  many  prominent  posi- 
tions, serving  three  years  on  the  school  committee, 
one  year  as  superintendent  of  health,  since  1892 
(with  the  exception  of  one  year)  as  town  treasurer 
of  Westerly,  and  as  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the 
public  library.  He  was  a member  of  the  building 
committee  for  the  new  high  school.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  University  Club  of  Providence  and 
the  Misquamicut  Golf  Club  at  Watch  Hill,  being 
treasurer  of  the  latter.  On  May  21,  1901,  Mr.  Pen- 
dleton married  Beatrice  M.  Nicol,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  they  have  two-  sons,  James  Monroe,  Jr.,  born 
April  II,  1902,  and  Stuart  Nicol,  born  Sept.  24, 
1905-  They  belong  to  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Pendleton  is  a trustee  and  chairman 
■of  the  board  of  corporation.  (9)  Ellen  Fitz,  born 
Aug.  7,  1864,  was  graduated  from  Westerly  high 
•school  in  1881  and  from  Wellesley  College  in  1886, 


received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1891,  and  subse- 
quently became  a member  of  the  faculty.  She 
was  secretary,  vice  dean,  and  is  at  present  dean, 
and  is  a woman  well  known  in  the  educational  cir- 
cles of  New  England. 

Enoch  B.  Pendleton,  the  father  of  this  family, 
was  occupied  chiefly  through  life  in  mercantile  lines. 
He  was  reared  in  North  Stonington,  where  his  early 
life  was  passed.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  for 
some  years  a clerk  in  a store,  and  later  for  a time 
he  was  engaged  in  business  in  New  York.  In  1847 
he  removed  to  Westerly  and  became  associated  in 
business  as  a partner  with  his  brother,  James  M. 
Pendleton.  The  latter  retired  in  1854,  and  from 
that  time  until  1861  Enoch  B.  Pendleton  was  en- 
gaged with  James  E.  Pendleton,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Pendleton  & Co.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  he  was  a delegate  to  the  first 
Republican  convention.  He  was  senator  from 
Westerly  in  1856,  and  was  assistant  United  States 
assessor.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of. 
Westerly,  and  most  efficiently  conducted  the  office 
from  that  time  until  his  death,  the  latter  event  oc- 
curring Nov.  II,  1875.  He  was  a man  who  held 
the  confidence  and  commanded  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  was  a member 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  a charter  member 
of  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 

(\TH)  CoL.  Eugene  B.  Pendleton,  son  of 
Enoch  B.,  was  born  June  18,  1849,  in  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  and  in  the  public  aijd  private  schools  of  the  town 
received  his  education.  The  conditions  and  circum- 
stances of  his  boyhood  developed  in  him  reliance 
and  independence.  His  father’s  family  was  quite 
large,  and  he  early  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  do 
for  himself,  and  aid  toward  the  family  support ; and 
through  his  own  efforts  he  practically  schooled  him- 
self. He  was  graduated  in  1866  from  Scholfield’s 
Commercial  School  at  Providence.  After  his 
graduation  he  became  a clerk  in  the  postoffice  at 
Westerly,  in  which  position  his  habits  and  qualities 
were  recognized,  leading  to  his  promotion  to  the  as- 
sistant pcstmastership  in  1872.  . In  that  position  he 
soon  found  much  of  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  office  left  to  him.  He  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster  in  1875,  and  from  that  time 
until  April  i,  1887,  most  successfully  and  satisfac- 
torily performed  the  duties  of  that  office,  being  an 
efficient  and  popular  public  servant.  It  was  during 
his  incumbency  of  the  office  that  the  delivery  sys- 
tem was  projected.  Since  retiring  from  the  post- 
mastership of  Westerly,  Mr.  Pendleton  has  been 
successfully  and  extensively  engaged  in  a kind  of 
miscellaneous  business.  He  is  an  auctioneer,  mas- 
ter in  chancery,  notary  public  and  commissioner  of 
deeds  for  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Iowa.  He 
also  deals  in  real  estate. 

Colonel  Pendleton,  it  is  needless  to  say,  is  a 
Republican.  He  has  given  considerable  attention 
to  military  affairs  and  is  prominent  in  Masonry. 
As  earlv  as  1866  he  became  a member  of  the  Wes- 
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terly  Rifles,  and  later  on,  in  1884,  was  chosen  cap- 
tain of  Company  E.  It  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  that  an  appropriation  was  obtained,  in  1877, 
by  which  the  armory  there  was  remodeled  and  en- 
larged. In  1888  he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  on 
the  staff  of  Governor  Taft,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 
He  is  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  Palmer 
Chapter,  No.  28,  and  Narragansett  Commandery, 
all  of  Westerly,  and  Heller  Shrine  of  Texas.  He 
\Vas  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Westerly  Business 
jMen's  Association,  the  prosperity  of  which  he  did 
much  to  advance.  He  was  for  many  years  a trus- 
tee of  the  Xiantic  Savings  Bank. 

Colonel  Pendleton’s  religious  connections  are 
with  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church  at  Westerly,  of 
which  he  has  been  an  active  and  useful  member, 
and  as  well  a generous  contributor  to  its  support. 
He  has  serced  as  church  treasurer  and  as  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  its  Sunday-school. 

Spencer.  iMrs.  Bethena  A.  (Spencer)  Pendle- 
ton, of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  widow  of  James  Monroe 
Pendleton,  is  a descendant  in  the  eleventh  genera- 
tion from 

(I)  iMichael  Spencer  and  wife  Elizabeth,  resi- 
dents of  the  parish  of  Stratford,  Bedfordshire,  Eng- 
land. 

(II)  Jared  Spencer  (born  i\Iay  20,  1576)  and 
his  wife  Alice  had  five  sons,  all  of  whom  came  to 
America:  Thomas  settled  in  Hartford;  Jared  lo- 
cated in  Haddam;  John  returned  to  England;  Wil- 
liam located  in  Hartford;  and. Michael  lived  in  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

(Illj  Sergt.  Thomas  Spencer,  progenitor  of 
the  Suffleld  branch  of  the  family,  was  born  iMarch 
27,  1607,  at  the  old  home  in  Bedfordshire,  England, 
and  on  coming  to  America  with  his  four  brothers 
located  first  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1632.  In 
1635  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker’s  company,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  in  that  town.  He  served  in  the  Pequot  war 
in  1637,  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant, 
and  later  he  received  a grant  of  sixty  acres  of  land 
for  his  good  service. 

(I\')  Thomas  Spencer  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  settled  at  Suffield,  Conn.,  in  time  to  be 
made  a voter  at  the  first  town  meeting.  He  located 
on  a tract  of  land  known  as  the  Norton  and  Morgan 
place,  on  iMain  street,  originally  High  street,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  July  23,  1689, 
and  was  buried  in  Suffield.  His  wife  Esther  (An- 
drews), daughter  of  William  Andrews,  died  in 
Suffield,  iMarch  6,  1698. 

(Y)  Samuel  Spencer  was  born  in  Suffield,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming  many  years.  He  married 
March  18,  1700,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  Man- 
craft.  of  Roxbury,  Mass.  He  died  Nov.  23,  1743. 

(\T)  Thomas  Spencer  was  born  Jan.  13,  1702, 
in  Suffield.  and  there  spent  his  life,  engaged  in 
farming.  He  served  as  a lieutenant  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war,  and  died  Feb.  14,  1764.  He  mar- 


ried Mary  Trumbull,  who  was  born  in  Suffield  Dec- 
2,  1701,  and  who  died  in  1755. 

(VH)  Hezekiah  Spencer  .was  born  Dec.  16,, 
1740,  engaged  in  farming  in  Suffield,  and  died  in 
August,  1799.  He  married  March  4,  1762,  Olive 
Nott,  born  Oct.  ii,  1735,  in  Wethersfield,  who  died 
Feb.  2,  1771. 

(\BII)  Hezekiah  Spencer  was  born  in  Suf- 
field, x-kpril  30,  1766.  He  was  a farmer,  a stanch 
Whig  in  politics,  and  for  many  years  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  On  June  5,, 
1793,  he  married  Jerusha  Nelson,  who  was  born  in 
Suffield,  Dec.  17,  1771,  and  who  died  Aug.  7,  1834. 
Their  children  were : Hezekiah ; Mindwell,  who- 
married  Julius  Sheldon  ; Alfred  ; and  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried H.  P.  Kent. 

(IX)  Hezekiah  Spencer  was  1x)rn  in  Suffield, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  throughout  his 
life.  He  married  Cecelia  Spencer,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children : Thad- 
deus  H. ; Israel  L. ; Calvin  C. ; and  Jennie  C.,  who 
married  F.  P.  Loomis. 

(IX)  Alfred  Spencer  was  born  on  the  Spencer 
homestead  in  Suffield,  July  12,  1801,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools.  His  life  was  devotedx 
to  farming  in  his  native  town,  and  he  died  Oct.  17, 
1838.  On  Oct.  16,  1823,  he  married  Harriet  King,, 
who  was  born  in  Suffield,  Sept.  30,  1802,  and  who 
died  Dec.  15,  1844.  They  had  three  children:  (i) 
Alfred,  born  Jan.  21,  1825,  died  Dec.  30,  1891.  He- 
married  March  26,  1846,  Caroline  Frances  Reid, 
who  was  born  Oct.  22,  1827,  and  who  died  Aug.  31, 
1898,  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  James 
P.,  born  Sept.  6,  1848;  Harriet  A.,  who  married 
April  25,  1877,  William  F.  Fuller,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Bessie  Y.  (born  Feb.  24,  1881),  and  William 
S.  (born  Oct.  28,  1885)  ; Alfred,  born  Oct.  29,  1851,. 
who  married  Ella  S.  Nichols,  and  who  is  president 
of  the  Aetna  National  Bank,  Hartford;  Mary  Reid,, 
born  March  15,  1853,  who  died  Oct.  7,  1853;  Clin- 
ton, born  Jan.  2,  1856;  Carrie  E.,  born  Dec.  7,  1857;. 
Jennie,  born  July  20,  1859,  married  to  George  AI. 
Montgomery,  of  Windsor  Locks ; and  Samuel  Reid, 
born  Nov.  4,  1861.  (2)  Bethena  A.  married 

James  Monroe  Pendleton,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  (3) 
Harriet  married  James  F.  Pendleton,  of  Westerly,. 
Rhode  Island. 

POTTER.  The  Potter  family  of  Little  Rest,, 
now  known  as  Kingston  Hill,  was  for  two  genera- 
tions one  of  the  most  prominent  families  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  names  of  Hon.  Elisha  Reynolds  Potter 
and  his  sons.  Judge  Elisha  R.,  Thomas  Mawney, 
William  H.  and  James  Brown  Mason  Potter,  being 
well  known  all  over  the  State.  Of  these  men,  Hon. 
William  H.  Potter,  now  in  his  ninety-second  year, 
is  the  only  survivor. 

Elish.v  Reynolds  Potter  was  born  Nov.  3, 
1764,  and  died  Sept.  26,  1835.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, (first)  Nov.  7,  1790,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Mawney) 
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Perkins,  widow  of  Joseph  Perkins.  She  was  born 
April  25,  1769,  and  died  March  7,  1809.  A daugh- 
ter of  Pardon  and  Experience  (Gardiner)  Mawney, 
she  was  descended  on  both  sides  from  old-established 
New  England  families.  His  father,  a son  of  John 
and  Amey  (Gibbs)  Mawney,  was  born  Dec.  27, 
1748,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1831.  Her  mother,  born 
Nov.  I,  1751,  was  descended  through  Caleb,  Nich- 
olas and  George  (2)  from  George  Gardiner,  the 
emigrant  ancestor. 

The  second  wife  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  also  bore 
the  name  of  Mary  Mawney,  and  was  the  niece  of 
his  first  wife.  They  were  married  July  9,  1810,  and 
his  children  were  all  by  this  union.  Mrs.  Potter 
died  at  the  home  of  her  brother-in-law,  Jeffrey 
Davis,  in  North  Kingstown,  July  26,  1835,  just  two 
months  before  her  husband’s  demise.  The  family 
born  to  them  was  as  follows : Elisha  Reynolds, 
born  June  20,  1811,  died  April  10,  1882;  Thomas, 
born  May  4,  1813,  died  June  15,  1814;  Thomas 
Mawney,  born  Aug.  12,  1814,  a surgeon  in  the 
United  States  navy,  died  unmarried  April  13,  1890; 
William  Henry  was  born  Nov.  2,  1816;  James 
Brown  Mason  was  born  Oct.  i,  1818;  Mary  Eliza- 
beth, born  Aug.  ii,  1820,  died  unmarried  May  19, 
1901.  Not  in  the  entire  history  of  South  Kings- 
town can  there  be  found  a more  illustrious  family 
than  this. 

Elisha  R.  Potter’s  first  wife  was  a beautiful 
woman,  tall  and  queenly  in  appearance,  with  a 
charming  disposition  and  a high  order  of  intellect. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Potter  had  some  difficulty 
at  first  in  breaking  off  from  his  youthful  compan- 
ions, as  he  was  still  quite  fond  of  his  game  of  whist. 
The  first  evening  he  spent  out  the  clock  was  striking 
the  “wee  sma’  hours”  before  he  reached  home,  in 
some  trepidation  as  to  his  reception.  His  wife  met 
him  with  a smile  and  an  apology  for  having  no 
warm  supper  for  him,  but  promised  to  look  out  for 
his  comfort  in  the  future.  Quite  overcome  by  his 
reception,  he  mentally  vowed  that  this  should  be  his 
last  offense,  but  alas  for  human  frailty  ! The  tempt- 
ation came  to  him  during  the  visit  of  a fine  whist 
player  in  the  village  at  Colonel  Updike's,  and  again 
he  reached  home  early  in  the  morning.  The  house 
looked  very  pleasant  as  he  approached  it,  well 
lighted,  and  as  he  opened  the  door  there  came  a 
pungent  odor  of  mocha  and  beefsteak,  while  his 
wife  met  him,  saying:  “Just  in  time,  my  dear,  your 
supper  is  waiting.”  The  vow  he  made  this  time  he, 
to  use  his  own  words,  “ever  faithfully  kept.” 

Mr.  Potter,  like  his  father,  Thomas  Potter,^  was 
a blacksmith.  Tradition  says  that  his  first  wife, 
recognizing  his  ability,  persuaded  him  to  study  law, 
as  her  handsome  property  gave  him  the  means  and 
leisure  to  do.  He  was  a splendid  man  in  physical 
development,  as  well  as  in  intellect,  a giant,  indeed, 
in  both.  He  stood  over  six  feet,  four  inches,  and  in 
middle  life  weighed  over  three  hundred  pounds,  but 
so  finely  was  he  proportioned  that  his  size  was  not 
noticeable.  Persons  are  still  living  who  can  re- 


member him  on  election  days  on  Kingston  Hill  (Lit- 
tle Rest),  standing  near  the  court  house,  receiving 
the  homage  of  his  townsmen.  Although  not  con- 
sidered a great  lawyer,  he  was  a man  of  great  power 
and  force  of  character.  The  Rev.  William  E.  Chan- 
ning,  son  of  William  Channing,  one  of  the  early 
attorneys-general  of  Rhode  Island,  once  said  in 
speaking  of  Mr,  Potter : “My  father  was  among 
the  first  to  discern  the  abilities  of  that  remarkable 
man,  and  I remember  the  kindness  with  which  he 
used  to  receive  him.” 

At  one  time  Mr.  Potter  used  his  great  influence 
in  the  General  Assembly  to  improve  the  condition 
of  his  townspeople  by  a more  equal  distribution  of 
taxes  between  city  and  town,  with  such  success  that 
ever  afterward  he  was  the  idol  of  the  town,  and  on 
all  public  occasions  every  man  must  shake  hands 
with  Mr.  Potter.  Eor  him  to  be  nominated  for  any 
office  in  town  or  State  was  to  be  elected.  The  first 
office  he  held  in  the  town  was,  possibly,  that  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  in  1790,  and  for  this  reason  he  was 
sometimes  called  by  the  townspeople  “Judge,”  but 
the  offense  was  rarely  repeated,  as  he  was  not  at  all 
proud  of  the  cognomen.  From  1821  until  his  death, 
in  1835,  he  was  president  of  the  Landholders’  Bank 
on  Kingston  Hill.  He  was  frequently  sent  to  rep- 
resent his  town  in  the  General  Assembly.  His  name 
there  as  well  as  in  the  southern  county  was  a 
synonym  for  power  for  a third  of  a century.  He 
was  speaker  of  the  House  from  1797  to  1809.  In 
1796  he  was  elected  United  States  representative, 
but  resigned  the  next  year.  Elected  again  in  1809, 
he  held  the  position  until  1815.  Mr.  Potter  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  United  States  senator  in 
1833,  and  again  in  1835,  but  in  the  election  was  de- 
feated by  a small  majority.  His  politics  were  then 
what  was  called  Federal.  Mr.  Potter  stands  in  full 
proof  of  this  statement,  made  by  Hugh  Miller,  that 
“small  States  do  sometimes  produce  great  men, 
though  small  rivers  never  produce  great  fish.”  As 
a lawmaker  and  leader,  Mr.  Potter  was  a great  man. 
Daniel  Webster  once  speaking  of  South  Kingstown 
was  asked  what  he  knew  about  the  town,  and  he 
answered,  “I  know  that  Elisha  Potter  lives  there ; 
everybody  knows  him.”  It  has  been  said  of  IMr. 
Potter  that  no  citizen  of  his  town  ever  wielded  as 
strong  an  influence,  not  only  in  his  community  but 
wherever  he  was  known. 

Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  eldest  son  of  Hon. 
Elisha  R.  and  Mary  (Mawney)  Potter,  was  born  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  June  20,  1811,  and  died 
there  April  10,  1882.  He  was  prepared  for  college 
in  the  academy  of  his  native  village,  and  graduated 
from  Harvard  University  in  the  class  of  1830.  He 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Rhode  Island  Oct.  9,  1832.  The  taste 
for  historical  research  was  developed  in  his  early 
life,  and  June  19,  1832,  he  became  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  of  which  later, 
from  1850  to  1855,  he  was  vice-president.  In  him 
is  the  remarkable  instance  of  a young  man,  hardly 
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twenty-four  years  of  age,  gathering  the  scattering 
and  perishing  memorials  of  the  settlement  of  the 
ancient  King’s  Province,  which  in  1835,  under  the 
title,  “Early  History  of  Narragansett,’’  he  gave  this 
Society  for  its  third  volume  of  collections.  This 
was  the  pioneer  work  on  the  subject,  and  it  con- 
tinues to  be  the  chief  authority,  being  by  all  con- 
ceded to  be  a marvelously  excellent  production. 
His  first  work  in  print  is  a report  prepared  for  the 
committee  on  Religious  Corporations  of  the  Rhode 
Island  General  Assembly,  and  made  to  that  body  in 
January,  1834.  While  not  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee, nor,  indeed,  of  the  Legislature,  and  though 
less  than  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  committee  to^  make  the  report.  In 
1837  he  issued  a brief  account  of  the  emissions  of 
paper  money  made  by  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
from  1710  to  1786,  a pamphlet  of  fifty  pages.  In 
1842  he  published  the  “Considerations  on  the 
Questions  of  the  Adoption  of  a Constitution  and 
Extension  of  Suffrage  in  Rhode  Island.” 

The  greater  part  of  Judge  Potter's  life  was  de- 
voted to  public  service,  at  different  times  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  during  one  session 
of  Gongress,  for  five  years  as  commissioner  of  pub- 
lic schools,  and  for  the  last  fourteen  years  of  his 
life  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  court.  While 
commissioner  of  public  schools  he  prepared  for  pop- 
ular use  “Remarks  on  the  Provisions  of  the  School 
Laws  and  on  the  Duties  of  the  Different  Officers 
and  P»odies  Under  Them.”  These  he  followed  by 
a set  of  forms,  or  precedents  for  proceedings  in  the 
administration  of  the  system,  and  still  further  by  a 
specimen  of  rules  and  regulations  for  adoption  by 
the  school  committees  of  the  several  towns.  The 
object  of  all  this  was  to  explain  to  the  people  the 
laws  already  made,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
methods  for  executing  them.  His  labors  in  the 
cause  of  popular  education  were  unceasing,  and  he 
carefully  selected  books  for  village  libraries,  and 
printed  catalogues,  for  gratuitous  distribution, 
teaching  how  to  select  good  books  ; these  he  followed 
by  little  tracts  which  he  called  “Hints  on  Read- 
ing.” His  modesty  is  best  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  none  of  these  things  bear  his  name,  and  few 
knew  him  to  be  connected  even  remotely  with  their 
issue.  Eor  the  pu.pose  of  interesting  his  towns- 
people in  the  studies  he  so  loved  he  prepared  and 
delivered  before  the  lyceum  there  an  essay,  “A 
Brief  History  of  the  English  Language,  and  of  the 
Principal  Changes  It  Has  Undergone.”  This  essay 
commanded  the  attention  of  the  best  educators  of 
the  Ijme,  and  was  reprinted  at  length  in  the  Mass- 
achusetts “Common  School  Journal,”  thereby  reach- 
ing an  audience  much  larger  than  that  for  which 
IMr.  Potter  originally  intended  it.  The  National 
Commission  of  Public  Schools  of  England  asked 
permission  of  Mr.  Potter  to  reproduce  the  essay, 
which  was  done,  and  it  was  widely  read  in  that 
country.  Mr.  Potter’s  term  as  commissioner  of 
public  schools  began  in  1849,  his  last  repor 


was  made  to  the  General  Assembly  in  October,. 

1854. 

In  January,  1852,  Mr.  Potter  began  the  publica- 
tion of  a monthly  educational  magazine,  for  gratui- 
tous distribution,  which  he  continued  for  three 
years.  The  leaves  of  this  little  magazine  were  en- 
riched with  some  of  the  choicest  bits  of  English 
literature  which  the  language  affords.  The  work 
done  by  i\Ir.  Potter  upon  the  map  of  Rhode  Island, 
made  by  H.  E.  Walling  in  1854,  and  republished  in 

1855.  is  one  of  his  most  valuable  historical  works. 
On  these  maps  are  indicated  the  localities  of  all 
known  purchases  of  land  from  the  Indians,  and  the 
Indian  names  are  afffxed  to  all  localities  which  Mr. 
Potter  could  discover ; it  is  indeed  a mine  of  Indian 
nomenclature. 

Mr.  Sidney  S.  Rider,  in  his  remarks  before  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  said;  “Great  as 
was  the  labor  and  research  required  in  these  various 
works,  they  are  as  nothing  when  compared  to  the 
work  done  by  Mr.  Potter  in  the  books  in  his  library 
at  Little  Rest.  Here  every  book  shows  tracing  of 
his  examination.  Let  us  take  ever  so  secluded  a 
walk  in  his  library,  we  shall  find  the  fingermarks  of 
this  indefatigable  scholar.  Possessed  of  a knowl- 
edge of  surveying,  scarcely  a farm  in  the  Narragan- 
sett country  is  there  which  he  had  not  measured, 
and  its  metes  and  bounds  examined.  He  knew  the 
history  of  every  land  title  from  the  advent  of  Rich- 
ard Smith  to  the  day  when  he  died.  Possessed  of 
a knowledge  of  botany,  not  a flower  was  born,  and 
grew  and  died  that  he  had  not  learned  its  pedigree. 
Possessed  of  a knowledge  of  forestry,  not  a tree  nor 
a shrub  grew  in  the  soutli  counties  of  which  he  knew 
not  its  story.  Virgil  was  his  favorite  Latin  author, 
but  his  library  is  filled  with  the  classics  in  many  edi- 
tions, both  ancient  and  modern.  He  could  read 
Dante  and  Tasso  in  their  mother  tongue,  and  with 
French  he  was  as  familiar  as  with  English.  * * * 

In  a knowledge  of  matters  concerning  the  laws  and 
history  of  Rhode  Island,  few  men  were  his  equals, 
and  none  his  superior. 

“He  was  the  friend  of  the  poor.  He  was  among 
the  earliest  and  strongest  friends  of  education  free 
to  all  people.  He  was  the  careful  and  laborious 
student  of  the  State  and  of  the  general  government 
in -their  times  of  extremest  peril.  He  was  the  first 
among  us  to  establish  at  his  private  cost  free  public 
libraries — a project  which  the  State  now  fosters 
and  men  emulate.  If  these  things  are  virtues,  then, 
' indeed,  was  my  friend  virtuous.” 

0f  i\Ir.  Potter’s  work  in  the  General  Assembly 
much  might  be  written.  He  proved  himself  at  all 
times  the  deep  student  of  public  affairs  and  of  the 
needs  of  the  whole  people.  His  nature  was  above 
the  petty  and  sordid — so  far  removed  that  he  had 
no  conception  of  such  traits  even  in  his  associates. 
He  looked  far  ahead  and  some  of  his  speeches  seem 
prophetic.  Just  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  two- 
years  before  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  he 
■ said  in  part : “And  to  such  a war,  an  anti-slavery 


- Mti  .-1 


t 


RHODE  ISLAND 


55 


war,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  inevitably  drifting.  It 
seems  to  me  hardly  in  the  power  of  human  wisdom 
to  prevent  it.  Compromise  is  for  the  present  out 
of  the  question.  Since  the  last  battle  the  South  will 
not,  and  the  North  cannot,  with  self-respect,  offer 
terms  of  peaceable  re-union.”  In  March,  1863,  he 
echoed  the  immortal  Lincoln’s  cherished  hope  in  the 
resolution  he  offered  then : “Resolved,  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  General  Assembly  it  is  desirable  to 
effect  a settlement  of  our  present  national  difficulties 
upon  the  basis  of  a restoration  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  all  the  States,  as  soon  as  it  can  honorably 
be  done.”  That  this  resolution  was  lost  but  adds 
measure  to  tbe  greatness  of  the  man  as  compared 
with  those  around  him.  Page  after  page  might  be 
added  telling  of  his  great  work  as  Supreme  judge, 
but  his  opinions  on  the  bench  are  matters  of  record 
in  the  archives  of  the  State  in  the  Rhode  Island  Re- 
ports. 

Thom.\s  Mavvney  Potter,  M.  D.,  son  of  Elisha 
Reynolds  and  Mary  (Mawney)  Potter,  was  born 
Aug.  12,  1814,  in  Kingston,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  the 
house  in  which  he  was  born  after  a life  of  seventy- 
five  years,  eight  months,  one  day,  which  closed  April 
13,  1890.  Dr.  Potter  received  his  early  education 
before  entering  college  in  tbe  schools  and  academy 
of  his  native  village.  Here  he  was  prepared  for 
college,  and  then  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1834.  Pie  ‘then  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
Providence,  under  the  tuition  and  in  the  office  of  the 
late  Dr.  Usher  Parsons.  After  closing  his  term  of 
study  with  Dr.  Parsons  he  attended  lectures  in  the 
Medical  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  Philadelphia,  where  he  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1838.  After  that  event  he 
prepared  himself  for  admission  to  the  United  States 
navy,  as  assistant  surgeon,  to  which  position  he  was 
appointed  after  examination,  Oct.  17,  1839.  He 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Passed  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Jan.  22,  1848,  and  to  the  office  of  Medical  Di- 
rector March  3,  1871.  Hamerly’s  “Records  of  Liv- 
ing Officers  of  the  U.  S.  Navy”  gives,  with  some 
corrections  here  added  from  official  record  of  the 
Naval  Department,  the  following  details  of  his 
service:  “He  entered  the  navy  in  1839,  and  in  the 
following  year  sailed  for  the  East  Indies  in  the 
sloop-of-war  ‘Boston,’  Commander  J.  C.  Long ; from 
this  time  Dr.  Potter  was  constantly  employed, 
served  on  the  ‘Vandalia,’  ‘Raritan’  and  ‘Cumber- 
land,’ 1842-47 ; in  1847-48  he  was  surgeon  of  the 
steamer  ‘Scorpion,’  and  was  at  the  taking  of  Vera 
Cruz,  Tuxpan  and  Tobasco,  during  tbe  Mexican 
war ; near  the  close  of  the  war  he  had  the  yellow 
fever  in  its  worst  form,  and  was  condemned  by  a 
medical  survey,  and  sent  home ; in  1848-50  he  was 
on  the  sloop-of-war  ‘Yorktown,’  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  was  shipwrecked  in  that  vessel  on  one 
of  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  in  September,  1850.” 
In  1851  he  was  ordered  to  the  receiving  ship  at 
New  York;  in  January,  1853,  he  was  ordered  to  the 


temporary  recruiting  service;  in  June,  1853,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  “Relief.”  “In  1854-58  he  was  sur- 
geon of  the  ‘John  Adams,’  in  the  Pacific  ocean ; 
1858-61  he  was  attached  to  receiving  ship  at  Boston. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  on  the  frigates  ‘Sa- 
bine’ and  ‘Niagara,’  and  was  surgeon  of  the  latter 
vessel  when  she  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  Confeder- 
ate ram  ‘Stonewall’ ; was  attached  to  naval  ren- 
dezvous. New  York,  1866-69;  then  went  abroad 
on  one  year’s  leave ; served  at  marine  rendezvous. 
New  York,  1871-73.  His  last  duty  was  at  naval 
hospital.  New  York,  where  he  served  until  Aug.  12, 
1876,  when  he  was  placed  on  the  retired  list. 

“Dr.  Potter  was  one  of  the  most  popular,  ef- 
ficient and  gallant  officers  in  the  Navy.  During 
his  long  career,  extending  over  fifty  years,  he  was 
never  involved  in  any  difficulty  of  any  kind ; always 
courteous  and  dignified,  he  was  a most  genial  mess- 
mate and  loyal  shipmate.  The  State  of  Rhode 
Island  has  given  many  distinguished  men  to  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  but  never  one  wbo  re- 
flected more  honor  upon  her  than  did  Dr.  Thomas 
M.  Potter.”  His  legal  residence,  and  his  actual 
residence  when  off  duty,  was  always  the  home  where 
he  was  born,  and  where  he  died,  in  Kingston. 

William  Henry  Potter,  fourth  son  of  Hon. 
Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  was  born  on  Kingston  Hill, 
Nov.  2,  1816,  and  there  on  the  crest  of  the  Hill,  in 
one  of  the  old  houses  facing  the  main  street,  whose 
quaint  charm,  enhanced  by  its  setting  of  overhanging 
shading  elms,  forms  one  of  the  few  remaining  bits 
of  old  Rhode  Island,  he  lives  to-day,  honored  by  a 
distinction  shared  by  none,  the  oldest  living  alumnus 
of  Brown  University.  He  has  had  a distinguished 
career  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful  citizens 
of  his  time  in  Rhode  Island.  He  wrote  his  name 
high  in  the  annals  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  at- 
tained a place  and  a distinction  not  less  than  that 
reached  by  his  father  and  lirother,  and  then  retired 
from  practice  just  when  his  powers  were  at  their 
fullest  and  his  work  seemed  broadening  out  to  its 
fulfillment. 

In  his  boyhood  i\Ir.  Potter  attended  the  old 
Kingston  Academy,  once  one  of  the  most  noted 
schools  of  New  England.  After  graduating  from 
Brown  University,  in  1836,  in  the  class  of  which 
Nathan  E.  Dixon,  of  Westerly,  later  Lmited  States 
senator,  was  a member,  he  spent  two  years  in  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  then  went  into  the  office 
of  Albert  C.  Greene,  of  East  Greenwich,  attorney- 
general  from  1835  to  1843,  and  one  of  the  most 
noted  lawyers  of’his  time  in  Rhode  Island.  Genius 
for  the  law  was  in  Mr.  Potter  and  his  rise  was  rapid. 
He  became  identified  with  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant cases  ever  tried  in  Rhode  Island,  notably 
tbe  prosecution  of  the  Amasa  Sprague  murder,  the 
last  case  tried  in  Rhode  Island  in  ‘which  the  life  of 
the  accused  depended  upon  the  result.  In  this  case 
he  was  retained  to  assist  Attorney-General  Joseph 
M.  Blake  in  the  prosecution  of  William  and  John 
Gordon.  Mr.  Potter’s  sharp  cross-examination  of 
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the  prisoners  and  his  eloquent,  forcible  closing  ad- 
dress to  the  jury,  an  address  strongly  reminiscent 
of  the  eloquence  of  some  of  Webster’s  addresses  to 
juries,  were  strong  factors  in  securing  the  con- 
viction of  John  Gordon,  who  paid  the  penalty  of 
his  crime  Feb.  14,  1845,  bi  the  prison  yard  on 
Gaspee  street,  the  last  man  hung  in  Rhode  Island 
for  murder. 

Two  other  cases  of  unusual  importance  in  which 
he  was  active  were  the  Ives-Hazard  land  case  and 
the  case  of  John  G.  ]\Ioies  against  the  Lonsdale 
Company,  the  former  case  being  the  first  case  of 
specific  performance  ever  tried  in  the  United  States. 
It  came  up  at  the  iMarch  term  of  the  Supreme  court, 
1835,  its  title  being  Robert  H.  Ives  against  Charles 
T.  Hazard.  Air.  Potter  was  for  the  land  holders  in 
the  case,  which  attracted  widespread  attention  from 
the  prominence  of  th^  men  involved  in  litigation 
and  the  length  of  the  legal  battle.  The  case  was 
decided  against  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Potter’s  client, 
but  it  is  said  that  there  was  a very  general  opinion 
among  the  members  of  the  Bar  that  the  decision 
should  have  been  for  the  other  side. 

The  case  brought  against  the  Lonsdale  Com- 
pany by  Moie's  was  one  of  the  greatest  legal  battles 
in  the  history  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  and  attracted 
widespread  attention  among  mill  men,  being  a case 
over  their  privileges.  Mr.  Potter  was  attorney  for 
the  plaintiff  and  was  opposed  by  William  Binney 
and  Samuel  Ames,  later  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme 
court  of  Rhode  Island.  The  case  came  up  at  the 
November  term  of  the  Supreme  court  in  1852  and 
was  won  by  Air.  Potter.  He  also  conducted  many 
minor  cases  and  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
successful  lawyers  in  the  State  when,  June  17,  1867, 
after  making  exhaustive  preparations  upon  a case 
to  be  tried  the  next  day  at  Newport,  he  was  stricken 
at  his  office  in  the  Woods  building,  South  Alain  and 
College  streets,  with  a nervous  collapse,  and  within 
a few  weeks  returned  to  Kingston  Hill,  never  to 
practise  his  profession  again.  To  a man  of  his  fine 
attainments  this  was  a sad  blow,  and  it  was  dis- 
tinctly a great  loss  to  the  Bar  of  th&  State.  Since 
then  he  has  remained  at  his  home  on  Kingston  Hill, 
where  he  has  extensive  property  interests  and 
where  he  is  surrounded  by  memories  of  the  days  of 
his  activity. 

Air.  Potter  has  a remarkable  memory  and  it  is 
a pleasure  to  hear  him  relate  many  interesting 
reminiscences  of  Kingston  and  Narragansett,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  last  century.  Since  his  retirement 
he  has  retained  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  has  devoted  himself  to  the  supervision  of  his 
extensive  business  interests.  He  has  an  extensive 
library  of  documents,  books  and  pamphlets  on  legal 
and  historical  subjects.  Air.  Potter  has  written 
much,  including  reminiscences  of  the  Dorr  war,  in 
which  he  served,  being  commissioned  colonel  of  a 
company  of  Horse  Guards  by  Gov.  Elisha  Harris 
in  1847. 


Mr.  Potter’s  regard  for  the  memory  of  his 
brother.  Judge  Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  is  profound. 
After  the  death  of  Judge  Potter  he  found  a number 
of  additional  notes  bearing  on  his  “History  of  Nar- 
ragansett,” which  he  assembled  in  accordance  with 
the  plan  of  the  work  and  added  to  it  in  a second 
edition  which  he  issued  a number  of  years  ago. 
The  care  that  he  took  in  this  work  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  original  title-page  is  reproduced  entire, 
with  the  original  form  of  the  book,  the  addition  be- 
ing in  the  form  of  a supplement. 

Possessing  wealth  and  fine  sentiment,  Mr. 
Potter’s  benefactions  have  been  many,  but  have 
never  been  known  to  the  people  around  him,  for  he 
has  always  imposed  the  strictest  injunctions  that 
nothing  should  be  said  about  them.  A man  of  in- 
tense convictions  and  unyielding  hostility  to  deceit 
and  every  form  of  vice,  his  position  is  never  misun- 
derstood. Outspoken  and  frank,  his  advocacy  is 
as  enthusiastic,  determined  and  true  as  his  opposi- 
ti6n  is  strong  and  intelligently  directed.  Socially 
he  is  genial,  sympathetic  and  charitable,  warm  in  his 
impulses,  accessible  and  polite,  without  regard  for 
any  outward  conditions  or  circumstances,  holding 
himself  aloof,  however,  from  such  as  he  deems  un- 
worthy of  honorable  recognition  by  reason  of  either 
treachery,  hypocrisy  or  evil  doing  of  any  kind. 

Air.  Potter  married,  in  Providence,  R.  L,  Mr§. 
Sarah  Swan,  daughter  of  John  Whipple.  She  died 
at  Kingston  Hill,  Feb.  22,  1895. 

The  last  of  his  generation,  the  last  of  his  con- 
temporaries, living  out  a vigorous  and  mentally  ac- 
tive old  age,  from  a vantage  point  of  more  than 
ninety  years’  experience,  it  can  be  imagined  that  Mr. 
Potter  might  say : 

The  hills  are  not  so  high  as  once  they  were. 

And  the  old  woods  that  seemed  so  dark  and  vast, 
In  those  remembered  child  days  of  the  past, 

.Are  only  a few  trees  that  now  confer 
In  whispers  of  the  curious  wayfarer 

Who  stands  and  gazes  so.  The  young  trees  cast 
Shy  glances  at  me;  they  were  sprouts  when  last 
I questioned  them,  and  they  were  tenderer. 

The  gray  old  empty  house  is  like  a dream 
That  haunts  the  memory  in  the  clear  noonday. 

The  silent  room  of  birth  is  tenanted 
By  disembodied  yearnings ; and  they  seem 
Vaguely  to  know  that  I have  found  the  way 
To  something  unimagined  by  the  dead. 

James  Brown  AIason  Potter,  son  of  Hon. 
Elisha  Reynolds  and  Mary  (Alawney)  Potter,  was 
born  Oct.  i,  1818,  and  died  at  Kingston,  Nov.  13, 
1900,  aged  eighty-two  years,  one  month,  twelve 
days.  He  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  Kingston 
Academy  in  Rhode  Island.  He  graduated  from 
Brown  University,  class  of  1839,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  became  a manufacturer  in  his 
native  town. 

Until  just  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  Air.  Potter  conducted  a jean  mill  at  South 
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Ferry  and  another  at  Usquepaug.  At  South  Ferry 
he  erected  the  only  church  there,  for  the  use  of  any 
denomination  that  would  occupy  it  and  keep  it  in 
repair,  which  conditions  are  faithfully  carried  out 
by  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Potter  at  once 
offered  his  services  to  the  government.  On  June  i, 
i86i,  he  was  made  additional  paymaster  in  the 
United  States  service;  July  15,  *1864,  he  was  ap- 
pointed major  and  paymaster,  and  on  that  date  was 
transferred  to  the  regular  army.  On  March  13, 
1865,  the  United  States  Senate,  in  appreciation  of 
his  merits,  conferred  on  him  the  brevet  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  during  the  war,  was  present  at  the  en- 
gagement at  Malvern  Hill  under  McClellan,  and 
in  many  later  ones.  After  the  war  he  remained  in 
the  army,  and  until  1870  served  at  headquarters  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  From  1870  to  1875  he  served 
in  the  Department  of  New  Mexico,  with  quarters 
in  Santa  Fe.  From  1875  to  1878  his  headquarters 
were  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  with  occasional 
visits  to  outpost  forts  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
from  1878  to  1880  at  San  Francisco.  Cal.  Thence 
he  was  called  to  take  a position  in  the  paymaster’s 
office  in  New  York  City.  On  March  17,  1882,  he 
was  gazetted  a deputy  paymaster-general,  with  the 
'rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  on  Oct.  i,  18S2,  he 
was  placed  on  the  retired  list  of  the  army  after  long 
and  recognized  meritorious  service.  Leaving  New 
York,  he  returned  to  Kingston,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  years. 

Colonel  Potter  was  strongly  attached  to  his  old 
home  at  Kingston,  sometimes  called  “Little  Rest 
Hill,”  and  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Kingston  Hill  Seminary,  a most 
esteemed  school  of  a half  century  or  more  ago.  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a Unitarian.  He  married  in 
early  life  his  cousin,  Eliza  Palmer  Potter,  daughter 
of  Hon.  Asa  Potter,  Secretary  of  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  1851-54.  They  had  two  children:  James 
B.  M.,  who  married  Isabella  Le  Moine  Taylor, 
daughter  of  Pardon  L.  Taylor ; and  Mary  Le  Moine, 
of  Kingston. 

WILLIAAI  HENRY  PATT,  one  of  Cranston’s 
most  prominent  men  and  energetic  business  citi- 
zens, is  a descendant  of  Jonathan  Patt,  whose  son 
David  was  born  Feb.  25^  1794.  David  Patt  mar- 
ried, March  17,  1816,  Freelove  Williams,  born 
Oct.  16,  1798,  and  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Roger  Williams.  They  had  these 
children:  Henry  W.,  born  Dec.  2,  1816;  Mariah 

B.,  born  June  14,  1818;  Mary  P.,  born  July  23, 
1819;  Emiely  R.,  born  April  16,  1821  ; Charles  W., 
born  Nov.  9,  1822;  Benjamin;  and  Emily  E.,  born 
May  7,  1833. 

Charles  W.  Patt,  born  in  Providence,  settled 
in  Cranston  in  1842,  and  commenced  the  market 
gardening  business,  in  which  he  made  a great  suc- 
cess. He  had  left  home  when  eleven  years  of  age, 


working  for  some  time  before  he  received  any 
wages.  Being  of  a saving  disposition  he  accumu- 
lated a little  money,  and  after  marrying  he  assumed 
the  mortgage  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law, 
consisting  of  seventeen  and  three-quarter  acres. 
The  old  house  stood  on  a small  one  and  one-half 
acre  tract  at  the  rear  end  of  the  farm  until  it  was 
burned  down,  in  April,  1903.  Mr.  Patt  developed 
business  in  a slow  way  and  kept  on  the  conservative 
side  of  every  question.  He  followed  market 
gardening,  but  did  not  build  his  first  hothouse  until 
four  years  after  his  son,  William  H.,  returned 
home,  in  1875.  He  had,  during  his  active  career, 
twenty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  did  an  annual 
business  of  $15,000,  employing  twelve  men  in  the 
summer  and  seven  in  the  winter.  His  hothouse, 
spoken  of  in  the  foregoing,  30  x 325  feet,  was  de- 
voted to  the  growing  of  lettuce  in  winter  and  of 
cucumbers  in  the  spring  and  summer. 

. In  politics  Mr.  Patt  was  a Democrat  of  the 
Jacksonian  type.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  town  for  many  years,  being  a 
member  of  the  town  council  for  twelve  years,  and 
in  addition  held  the  offices  of  assessor,  road  com- 
missioner and  school  trustee.  He  was  a man  of 
more  than  usual  native  ability,  large-hearted  and 
of  excellent  judgment.  Although  when  a boy  he 
had  no  educational  advantages  to  speak  of,  he 
loved  reading  and  came  to  be  a very  well-informed 
man. 

Mr.  Patt  was  married  April  22,  1845,  to  Cyn- 
thia, daughter  of  Robert  Grinnell,  and  these  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them : Maria  Louise,  bor'.: 
March  9,  1846;  William  Henry,  June  16,  1848, 
Anna  Delilah,  Aug.  22,  1850  (died  Jan.  ii,  1853)-; 
Charles  Warren,  Jan.  20,  1853 ; George  Field,  Aug. 
I,  1855;  Mary  Annah,  Nov.  22,  1857;  Emma  Jo- 
sephine, Jan.  15,  1859;  Edward  Burnside, 

April  2,  1861  (died  Jan.  ii,  1899). 

William  Henry  Patt  was  born  in  Cranston,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  the  Scholfield  Commercial  College  of 
Providence,  attending  the  latter  two  winters,  tak- 
ing English  studies.  His  early  life  was  passed 
on  the  farm  of  his  father,  where  he  remained  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Providence 
and  apprenticed  himself  to  the  painter’s  trade  with 
his  uncle,  David  Patt.  While  he  was  serving  his 
time  with  his  uncle,  his  two  brothers  were  stricken 
with  typhus  fever,  and  died.  This  necessitated 
Mr.  Patt’s  returning  to  his  home,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  His  progressive  turn  of  mind  has 
resulted  in  the  development  of  a large  industry  on 
the  Patt  estate.  He  is  now  engaged  in  market 
gardening,  and  does  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
extensive  businesses  in  this  line  in  the  State.  As 
indicating  the  progress  made,  the  following  inter- 
esting account  is  given. 

When  W.  H.  Patt  came  home,  in  the  fall  of 
1872,  only  a small  part  of  the  north  end  of  the  farm 
was  used,  and  wheelbarrows  were  used  to  convey 
the  produce  to  the  barn  for  washing.  After  the 
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death  of  the  brothers  the  two  acres  were  sold  and 
then  Mr.  Patt's  father  built  his  new  home,  in  the 
fall  of  1873  winter  and  summer  of  1874, 

on  Pontiac  avenue,  into  which  he  removed.  Air. 
Patt  became  an  equal  partner  with  his  father  in 
the  business,  and  the  entire  responsibility  of  it  all 
fell  upon  him.  Since  the  building  of  the  first  hot- 
house four  new  ones  have  been  erected,  one  in 
1891,  another  in  1892,  and  two  in  1906,  making  in  all 
about  two  acres  under  glass.  With  the  exception  of 
the  houses  of  James  Budlong  & Sons  these  are  the 
finest  and  most  complete  in  the  town.  The  wheel- 
barrow soon  gave  way  to  the  horse  and  wagon ; in 
1874  a small  washhouse  was  built,  and  later  a 
larger  one,  and  finally,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
growing  business,  the  present  fine  one  was  erected. 
In  the  early  period  Air.  Patt  and  a Air.  Reed  were 
able  to  do  all  of  the  work  in  winter.  Later  he  em- 
ployed fifteen  men  in  summer  and  seven  in  winter, 
and  he  now  gives  employment  to  from  forty  to 
fifty  men  in  summer  and  to  twenty  in  the  winter 
months. 

Air.  Patt  has,  in  addition,  one  of  the  finest  heat- 
ing plants  in  the  State,  built  in  1899,  consisting 
of  two  large  boilers  with  sixty-five  horsepower 
each ; a pumproom  containing  three  pumps — one 
for  the  cold  water  in  the  washroom,  a condensing 
pump  for  the  hothouse  and  one  for  outside  irri- 
gation— each  having  a full  capacity  of  400  gallons. 
Air.  Patt  also  makes  his  own  wagons  and  harness 
on  the  place.  This  place  is  beautifully  located, 
thoroughly  equipped  with  the  latest  modern  ap- 
pliances, and  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Air. 
Patt’s  quick  discernment  and  good  sense  have  con- 
tributed largely  toward  his  prominence  in  societv 
and  political  life.  In  all  of  his  interests  he  has 
made  a good  showing  of  manly  and  sympathetic 
qualities,  thus  proving  himself  a true  friend  and 
worthy  citizen.  He  represented  the  town  of  Cran- 
ston in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  year  1893.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  town  council  in  the  spring  of  1894. 

Air.  Patt  has  been  very  prominent  in  fraternal 
circles,  and  is  very  popular  in  the  orders  to  which 
he  belongs.  Pie  is  a member  and  past  master  of 
Nested  Lodge,  No.  37,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  Provi- 
dence; Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  i;  Calvary  Com- 
manderv.  No.  13.  K.  T. ; and  Park  Hill  Lodge, 
No.  44,'L  O.  O.  F. 

In  July,  1872,  Air.  Patt  was  married  to  Aliss 
Alary  Eliza  Evans,  and  to  this  union  were  born  : 
William  Everett,  who  is  now  associated  with  his 
father,  having  proved  himself  a most  able  assistant ; 
and  Alary  Alice.  Air.  Patt  married  (second)  Eeb. 
6,  1877,  Aliss  Susan  Elizabeth  Potter. 

COL.  PRANK  FULLER  OLNEY  was  one  of 
those  rare  characters  which  are  the  glory  and  pride 
of  modern  New  England.  The  early  Colonists 
transplanted  to  these  shores  a civilization  which  for 
high  moral  and  intellectual  tone  and  sterling  vir- 


tues, has  never  been  surpassed.  To  this  day  New 
England  conscience  and  virtues  are  regarded  as 
models  throughout  the  country,  no  less  than  by  the 
descendants  of  the  Pilgrim  Eathers  themselves.  In- 
heriting in  generous  measure  the  qualities  which 
made  their  forebears  strong  and  irreproachable,  the 
present  day  representatives  have  fostered  the  tradi- 
tions and  lived  up  to  the  standards  of  right  living 
established  by  an  Iionored  race.  To  say  that  they 
have  improved  on  the  models  would  be  presump- 
tion. But  the  days  of  stern  necessity  having  passed, 
the  social  arts  have  softened  rugged  outlines  and 
added  grace  to  dignity,  until  now  no  higher  compli- 
ment could  be  paid  to  a son  of  New  England  than 
to  call  him  a typical  son  of  that  region.  And  such, 
indeed,  was  he  whose  life  is  briefly  set  forth  in  these 
lines.  He  was  a typical  product  of  New  England 
civilization  in  that  he  was  a scion  of  one  of  her 
worthiest  families,  whose  members  in  every  gener- 
ation did  honor  to  the  name ; that  he  himself  was 
endowed  with  the  qualities  which  had  made  that 
name  honored  wherever  known ; and  that  he  himself 
upheld  its  honor  by  every  act  of  his  noble  life. 
Perhaps  no  man  in  Providence  enjoyed  the  sincere 
friendship  of  so  many  people — in  a word,  was  so 
popular— as  he.  His  versatile  ability,  bringing  him 
into  connection  with  so  many  branches  of  public 
service,  his  numerous  social  relations,  his  high  busi- 
ness standing,  would  naturally  have  given  him  a 
wide  acquaintanceship  in  the  city  and  State.  But 
even  the  masterly  discharge  of  duties  cannot  call 
forth  the  love  and  affection  which  were  his  portion 
throughout  life.  He  commanded  admiration  and 
applause  for  ability  and  high  intelligence  rightly 
used.  But  it  was  the  personality  of  the  man  that 
won.  With  all  his  talents,  in  the  midst  of  all  his 
successes,  he  was  ever  the  warm-hearted,  kind  man 
whose  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  beings 
was  paramount  to  any  other  interest.  His  best  ef- 
forts were  given  to  projects  for  the  advancement 
and  improvement  of  mankind ; to  enterprises  for  the 
promotion  of  the  public  welfare,  and  to  private 
deeds  of  kindness  and  charity  of  which  none  but 
the  grateful  recipients  were  ever  aware.  His  heart 
and  hand  were  ever  open  to  the  call  of  the  needy  or 
the  oppressed,  without  hesitation  and  without  ques- 
tion, and  the  spirit  which  made  him  a welcome  ac- 
quisition to  the  highest  social  circles  was  an  “open 
sesame”  to  the  abode  of  the  lowliest.  Though  he 
walked  in  high  places,  his  absolute  sincerity  and 
singleness  of  purpose  disarmed  envy  and  other  dis- 
tressing annoyances  that  often  attend  those  who  at- 
tain honor  and  place.  He  could  be  “all  things  to 
all  men,”  and  he  had  the  faculty  of  doing  well 
everything  he  undertook.  The  narrative  of  the 
events  of  his  well  rounded  life  may  fittingly  be  pre- 
ceded with  a brief  account  of  his  ancestry. 

The  name  of  Olney  has  from  the  date  of  the 
earliest  settlements  been  one  of  the  most  honored  in 
this  country.  Its  origin  in  England  is  traced  back 
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to  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  and  it  appears  in  the 
Doomsday  Book.  In  America  those  bearing  it  have 
been  found  in  positions  of  responsibility  in  every 
generation  from  Thomas  Olney,  the  first  of  this 
family  to  come  to  those  shores,  who  was  a native  of 
Hertford,  Hertfordshire,  England,  born  in  1600. 
In  1635  this  Thomas  Olney  received  a royal  permit 
to  colonize  in  New  England,  and  that  year  came  to 
Salem,  Mass.,  in  the  ship  “Planter.”  He  was  made 
a freeman,  in  1636,  and  early  associating  himself 
with  those  who  accepted  the  views  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, was  with  others  excluded  from  the  Colony, 
March  12,  1638.  Prior  to  this  he  had  made  a visit 
with  Roger  Williams  to  the  shores  of  Narragansett 
Bay  to  locate  a site  for  settlement,  and  with  Wil- 
liams and  eleven  others  from  Massachusetts,  formed 
a new  settlement  on  the  west  side  of  the  Seekonk 
river,  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  which  they  named 
Providence,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  their  de- 
liverance from  oppression.  They  became  the  origi- 
nal thirteen  proprietors  of  the  town,  and  from  this 
time  the  history  of  the  family  is  closely  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  the  town.  Mr.  Olney  was 
chosen  the  first  treasurer  of  the  Colony  in  1638.  In 
1647  was  chosen  commissioner  to  form  a town 
government.  He  was  chosen  assistant  from  Provi- 
dence in  1648,  and  in  1665,  with  Roger  Williams 
and  Thomas  Harris,  he  was  chosen  a judge  of  the 
justice  court.  Mr.  Olney  was  also  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Providence.  He  mar- 
ried in  1631  Marie  Small,  and  died  in  1682.  Chil- 
dren; Thomas,  Epenetus,  Nedebiah,  Stephen,  James, 
Mary  and  Lydia. 

From  this  source  the  line  of  descent  to  Frank 
Fuller  Olney  is  traced  through  Thomas  (2), 
Thomas  (3),  Thomas  (4),  Thomas  (5),  Thomas 
(6),  Stephen  and  Elam  Ward  Olney,  all  lepresenta- 
tive  men  of  their  day  and  generation. 

(H)  Thomas  Olney  (2),  born  in  1632,  mar- 
ried July  3,  1660,  Elizabeth  March,  of  Newport, 
and  died  June  ii,  1722.  He  became  one  of  the 
leading  spirits  in  the  Rhode  Island  Colony ; was 
chosen  assistant  in  1669,  1670,  1677,  1678  and  1679 ; 
for  thirty  years  was  a member  of  the  town  council, 
and  frequently  a niember  of  the  Colonial  Assembly. 
In  1668  he  was  ordained  a minister  and  served  as 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  succeeding  Rev. 
Gregory  Dexter,  until  about  1710  to  1715.  He 
owned  a large  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Wenscot 
farm  in  what  is  now  North  Providence  and  Lin- 
coln. Children : Thomas,  William,  Elizabeth, 
Anne  and  Phebe. 

(HI)  Thomas  Olney  (3),  born  May  4,  1661, 
married  July  13,  1687,  Lydia  Barnes,  of  Swansea, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Prudence,  and  died 
March  i,  1718.  Children;  Lydia,  Phebe,  Sarah, 
Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Anne,  Mary  and  Obadiah. 

(IV)  Thomas  Olney  (4),  born  Jan.  18,  1696, 
inherited  from  his  grandfather  the  north  part  of 
Wenscot  farm.  He  married  Aug.  8,  1724,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  died  Dec.  7,  1758. 
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Children;  Joseph,  Thomas,  Isaac,  Ezra  and  Itha- 
mar. 

(V)  Thomas  Olney  (5),  born  July  29,  1726, 
married  Liboleth  Whipple,  and  died  April  13,  1793. 
He  lived  in  North  Providence.  He  and  his  wife 
had  one  son  only,  Thomas. 

(VI)  Thomas  Olney  (6)  married  in  1771, 
Olive  Olney,  daughter  of  Charles  Olney.  Mr. 
Olney  sold  his  farm  in  North  Providence  and,  with 
nearly  all  his  family,  about  1790-95,  moved  to  New 
York  State,  where  he  died.  Children;  Elizabeth, 
Stephen,  Olive,  Thomas,  Whipple,  Nancy,  Lavina, 
Charles  and  Elisha. 

(VII)  Stephen  Olney,  born  Nov.  24,  1773, 
married  Jan.  21,  1800,  Polly  Thayer.  Mr.  Olney 
died  March  20,  1815,  while  on  board  the  privateer 
brig  ‘Alacdonough”  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  His  children 
were  Elam  Ward  and  Stephen  T.  The  latter  in 
company  with  the  late  Jesse  Metcalf,  founded  the 
Wanskuck  Manufacturing  Company,  accumulated 
a large  property,  and  died  unmarried,  June  4,  1877. 

(VIII)  Elam  Ward  Olney,  father  of  Frank 
Fuller  Olney,  born  Oct.  2,  1802,  moved  to  Provi- 
dence in  i860,  and,  died  there  April  7,  1862.  He 
married,  in  1842,  Helen  Fuller,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children;  Mary  H.,  born  Nov.  9, 
1843,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Fenner  H.  Peckham,  of 
Providence,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Clara  Thayer,  born  March  9,  1845, 
married  James  H.  D.  Van  Ness.  Abby  S.,  born 
April  17,  1846,  married  Elisha  S.  Stout,  and  died 
Nov.  5,  1906,  in  Scranton,  Pa.  Stephen  T.,  born 
Oct.  15,  1847,  died  Nov.  7,  1849.  Elam  W.,  born 
Feb,  16,  1849,  died  Nov.  7,  1849.  Frank  Fuller, 
born  Alarch  12,  1851,  died  Oct.  24,  1903.  Eliza  S., 
born  May  2,  1852,  married  Waldo  W.  Bartlett. 
Sarah,  born  in  1853,  died  Sept.  19,  1853.  Stephen 
T.  (2),  born  Aug.  i,  1859,  died  June  4,  1877. 

(IX)  Frank  Fuller  Olney  was  born  INIarch  12, 
1851,  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  in  the  schools  of  which 
city  his  education  was  begun.  He  was  but  a boy 
of  about  nine  years  old  when  he  came  to  Providence, 
where  his  father  died  in  1862,  and  young  Olney  then 
made  his  home  with  his  uncle,  Stephen  T.  Olney. 
There  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  Univer- 
sity Grammar  School,  graduating  in  1867.  His 
training  for  business  began  in  the  office  of  the 
Wanskuck  Company  (of  which  his  uncle  was  one 
of  the  founders),  where  he  became  a clerk  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  and  his  principal  business 
relation  was  his  connection  with  this  firm,  he  having 
succeeded  to  his  uncle’s  large  interest  in  the  com- 
pany upon  the  death  of  that  gentleman.  During 
his  early  manhood  he  had  a decided  leaning  toward 
a legal  career,  and  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  W.  W.  and  S.  T.  Douglass,  but  the  pres- 
sure of  extensive  private  interests  prevented  him 
from  entering  upon  the  practice  of  the  profession. 
Perhaps  it  was  one  of  those  accidents  which  in  time 
prove  to  have  been  productive  of  more  good  results 
than  could  possibly  have  attended  the  carrying  out 
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of  the  original  intention.  None  but  a trained  busi- 
ness man  could  have  carried  the  multiplicity  of  in- 
terests which  filled  the  years  of  his  prime  and  mid- 
dle age  to  overflowing  and  rounded  out  his  many- 
sided  character  to  the  perfect  symmetry  of  ideal 
Christian  manhood. 

It  has  been  said  of  him  that  the  strength  of  mind 
developed  by  his  ancestors  in  years  of  struggle  was 
a leading  trait  of  his  disposition.  It  is  certain  none 
of  the  virtues  he  inherited  suffered  deterioration  in 
his  life.  Such  qualities,  indeed,  in  him  took  on  new 
beauty  in  the  light  of  the  gracious  social  atmos- 
phere which  he  created  wherever  he  went.  This, 
perhaps,  was  the  most  remarkable  phase  of  a re- 
markable character.  He  turned  from  the  demands 
of  business  life  to  the  exactions  of  public  service, 
the  pleasures  of  social  life,  the  voluntary  duties  of 
benevolence  and  charity,  with  a readiness  and  ease, 
and  a facility  for  enthusiasm  in  all,  which  would 
lead  one  unacquainted  with  his  responsibilities  to 
believe  that  they  were  centered  in  one  subject.  He 
grasped  details  intuitively,  else  he  could  never  have 
mastered  the  intricacies  of  problems  so  diverse  that 
his  experience  in  one  line  was  of  little  use  to  him 
in  another 

With  the  instinct  of  the  thorough  man  of  affairs, 
Mr.  Olney  recognized  the  fact  that  none  are  better 
fitted  than  business  nien  to  manage  public  interests. 
In  the  conduct  of  his  large  private  interests  he  came 
to  know  most  clearly  the  needs  of  the  municipality 
and  State,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  make  personal 
sacrifice  of  energy  and  time  to  attain  worthy  ends  in 
civil  administration,  or  to  secure  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  whose  wisdom  he  was  assured  by  his 
own  experience.  Taking  the  measure  of  the  man 
by  his  other  achievements,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he 
became  a power  in  this  field  as  in  every  other  he 
entered.  He  was  a Republican,  and  in  the  year  1889 
was  honored  with  the  chairmanship  of  the  City 
Committee  of  his  party,  continuing  in  this  office 
for  a number  of  years — until  he  became  identified 
with  the  Police  Commission.  In  tlie  same  year — 
1889 — he  was  elected  to  a seat  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil from  the  First  ward,  and,  being  twice  re-elected, 
served  in  that  body  during  1890,  1891  and  1892,  in 
the  latter  year  being  elected  alderman  from  the 
same  ward.  He  rounded  out  seven  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  to  his  city  by  three  years  as  the 
executive  head  of  the  municipal  government,  hav- 
ing been  elected  mayor  in  the  fall  of  1893,  and  re- 
elected in  1894  and  1895.  True  to  his  reputation 
and  principles  he  honored  the  office  in  every  act 
of  his  administration,  and  made  the  period  of  his 
service  a credit  to  the  city  as  well  as  to  himself — a 
compliment  to  the  judgment  of  those  whose  votes 
had  placed  him  in  the  chair.  iMany  other  offices 
were  also  filled  by  him,  the  variety  of  the  interests 
involved  indicating  equally  the  versatility  of  his 
sympathies  and  abilities.  From  April  30,  1893,  un- 
til 1898  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  and  Corrections,  a position  requiring  much 


tact  as  well  as  executive  force,  and  in  January, 
1901,  he  was  again  appointed  on  tliat  board  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  serve  for  six  years.  The 
same  year  Gov.  Kimball  appointed  him  chairman 
of  the  new  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  and  to 
his  excellent  judgment  and  unprejudiced  interest 
was  due  much  of  the  improvement  noticed  in  that 
department.  Although  at  the  time  he  accepted  the 
appointment,  the  qondition  of  his  health  scarcely 
warranted  any  new  strain  upon  his  energies  he  gave 
himself  to  the  work  with  the  vigor  and  application 
of  one  whose  resources  could  be  given  unreservedly 
to  the  task  in  hand.  Mr.  Olney  was  also  member 
of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  from  January, 
1895,  until  his  death,  Oct.  24, 1903,  and  for  two  years 
previous  to  his  death  was  chairman  of  that  board, 
succeeding  the  late  R.  H.  Deming.  No  higher 
recognition  of  faithful  and  efficient  work  could  be 
given  than  the  resolutions  adopted  by  his  associates 
in  the  public  service,  copies  of  which  we  give  here- 
with. 

^Military  matters  always  formed  an  important 
interest  in  the  life  of  ]\Ir.  Olney.  Perhaps  the 
quickening  influences  of  the  Civil  war  period,  com- 
ing in  his  youth  and  early  manhood,  awakened  in 
him  the  spirit  which  made  him  so  useful  and  popu- 
lar a member  of  the  military  organizations  famous 
throughout  the  country.  As  the  scion  of  an  old  and 
honorable  family  noted  for  their  interest  in  military 
affairs,  it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  belong  to 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of 
Massachusetts,  the  National  Lancers,  of  Boston, 
the  Boston  Light  Infantry  Corps  (in  which  he  was 
captain)  and  the  Continental  Guards  of  New  Or- 
leans. But  to  none  of  these  did  he  attach  himself 
with  the  same  devotion  which  marked  his  connec- 
tion with  the  First  Light  Infantry  Regiment  of 
Providence,  with  which  he  was  identified  for  over 
twenty  years  prior  to  his  death.  On  Jan.  2,  1882, 
he  joined  Company  D.  On  Aug.  6,  1884,  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Veteran  Association  of  the 
Regiment,  in  which  he  was  elected  to  the  position 
of  commissary  May  3,  1886,  continuing  in  that  posi- 
tion until  he  was  chosen  Colonel,  on  May  13,  1889. 
He  served  as  such  for  four  years.  In  1897,  when 
the  provisional  Company  E was’  organized  to  fill 
the  vacancy  made  by  the  deflection  of  Company  D, 
Mr.  Olney  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  new  com- 
pany, his  connection  therewith  dating  from  March 
1 2th.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  make  a 
success  of  the  new  company,  and  thus  it  goes  with- 
out saying  that  it  was  a success.  At  the  first  elec- 
tion of  officers,  held  on  April  19th,  he  was  chosen 
second  lieutenant,  and  on  June  14th,  Capt.  Thornton 
dying,  he  was  elected  first  lieutenant.  Capt.  Ken- 
drick died  within  the  year  following,  and  on  April 
18.  1898,  Lieut.  Olney  was  unanimously  elected  to 
the  command  of  the  company.  In  this  incum- 
bency, in  which  he  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  his  social  position  and  ample  means  were 
used  to  further  the  well-being  of  the  organization 
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whose  interests  were  so  near  to  his  heart.  Its 
efficiency  and  high  reputation  were  jealously 
guarded,  and  the  liberal  assistance,  financial  and 
otherwise,  which  he  gave  to  the  regiment  at  that 
crisis  in  its  afifairs,  though  as  modestly  and  unos- 
tentatiously done  as  all  his  other  acts  of  a similar 
nature,  was  recognized  and  appreciated  by  all  from 
the  Colonel  down. 

Except  for  his  membership  in  Corinthian  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  INIr.  Olney  had  no  connection  with 
secret  orders.  But  with  organizations  formed 
purely  for  social  pleasures  he- was  in  ready  sympathy 
and  exchanged  social  courtesies  with  his  fellow 
members  in  all  the  leading  clubs  and  societies  of  the 
city,  and  others  of  more  than  local  note.  On  July 
29,  1890,  he  joined  the  Pomham  Club  ; in  1892  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Squantum  Association ; on 
Sept.  3,  1898,  of  the  Providence  Central  Club;  and 
he  also  belonged  to  the  Hope  Club  of  Providence, 
the  Athletic  Club,  the  West  Side  Club,  the  Provi- 
dence Art  Club,  the  Providence  Whist  Club,  the 
Rhode  Island  Philatelic  Society,  the  Rhode  Island 
Temperance  League,  the  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Cit- 
izens’ Historical  Association,  the  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design,  the  Home  Market  Club  of  Bos- 
ton, and  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club.  He  was 
counted  among  the  active  members  of  all  these  or- 
ganizations, but  his  special  enthusiasm  was  for 
yachting  circles  in  which  he  was  prominent  no  less 
as  a social  factor  than  as  an  ardent  devotee  of  the 
sport.  He  belonged  to  the  Rhode  Island,  New 
York  and  Bristol  Yacht  Clubs.  He  joined  the 
Rhode  Island  Club  in  1892,  and  in  1898  was  elected 
vice-commodore,  holding  that  position  until  elected 
commodore,  on  Feb.  19,  1902.  He  continued  as 
such  until  his  death,  and  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht 
Club  never  had  a better  man  at  the  head  of  its  af- 
fairs. He  was  an  ideal  commodore,  and  made  a 
name  for  himself  and  his  club  among  Rhode  Island 
yachtsmen,  and,  indeed,  all  along  the  coast.  Liberal 
in  this  as  in  all  things,  he  gave  many  handsome 
cups  and  other  trophies,  and  his  strict  sense  of  honor 
forbade  anything  that  had  even  the  semblance  of  un- 
fairness or  dishonesty.  He  entertained  lavishly, 
and  nothing  delighted  him  more  than  to  share  the 
pleasures  of  the  sport  with  those  who  could  not  ob- 
tain it  themselves.  He  had  no  greater  delight  than 
seeing  his  guests  happy.  The  first  boat  he  owned 
was  the  steam  yacht  “L  Pli  Cita,”  which  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  sloop  “Amy,”  a fast  racer  and 
cruiser,  which  he  purchased  in  1894,  and  with  which 
he  won  several  prizes.  In  1898  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  schooner  yacht  “Rusalka,”  the 
latter  a powerful  boat  in  her  own  class.  Later  he 
became  owner  of  the  “Ingomar,”  a magnificently 
fitted  schooner  yacht ; he  changed  her  name  to  the 
“Esperanza.”  His  captain,  Lewis  H.  Tillinghast, 
of  Pawtuxet,  is  one  of  the  best  known  racing 
yachtsmen  on  this  coast. 

Mr.  Olney’s  religious  connection  was  with  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  Unitarian.  Chris- 
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tianity  to  him  was  the  embodiment  of  the  highest, 
principles  of  man’s  duty  to  man,  and  he  endeavored 
to  exemplify  his  faith  in  his  daily  walk.  His  home 
life  was  in  keeping  with  the  rest  of  his  character, 
even  and  beautiful,  his  devotion  to  his  loved  ones 
vying  with  their  devotion  to  him.  He  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Providence,  to  Miss  Lizzie  F.  Dow,, 
a native  of  the  city,  daughter  of  George  Smith  and 
Abigail  (Livermore)  Dow,  and,  in  the  maternal 
line,  a descendant  of  the  famous  Livermore  family 
of  Boston,  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  city  of  fine  old 
families.  Of  the  three  children  that  came  to  bless 
this  union,  L.  Florence,  born  Jan.  4,  1873,  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  Blakely  Crawford,  of  Houston, 
Texas.  Elam  W.,  born  June  30,  1874,  died  Aug. 
31st  of  the  same  year.  Elam  W.  (the  second  of 
the  name),  born  Nov.  28,  1875,  is  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Congdon  & Olney,  at  Providence;  he  is 
married  to  Ada  Blackford,  and  they  have  had  two 
sons,  Elam  \V.  ( who  died  in  infancy)  and  Elam 
Ward,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  23,  1907. 

W’e  append  herewith  some  of  the  many  expres- 
sions of  sympathy  which  poured  in  from  all  sides  at 
the  announcement  of  Mr.  Olney’s  taking  away,  in 
the  verv  prime  of  his  manhood  and  usefulness.  The 
Providence  Journal  said  in  part; 

It  is  almost,  if  not  entirely,  possible  to  say  of  Col. 
Olney  that  he  did  not  possess  an  enemy  in  the  world.  If 
he  had  enemies,  they  were  men  who  did  not  know  him  per- 
sonally, for  all  animosity  would  disappear  upon  contact 
with  the  man.  He  was  of  an  unusually  lovable  disposi- 
tion, kind-hearted  and  generous  to  a fault  and  with  the 
exuberant  and  happy  spirit  of  a boy  only  half  concealed 
behind  the  manner  of  a man  of  the  world.  It  seemed  his 
delight  to  afford  happiness  to  others ; he  was  a charming 
companion,  and  as  a host  his  bountiful  hospitality,  dis- 
pensed with  the  manner  of  sincere  enjoyment,  was  not  a 
matter  to  be  easily  forgotten.  His  philanthropic  disposi- 
tion found  continuous  exercise ; his  gifts  to  various  char- 
ities were  not  small ; and  never  ending  little  acts  of  kind- 
ness to  poor  people  won  for  him  a host  of  humble  friends 
who  sincerely  mourn  him. 

Among  the  resolutions  of  regret  passed  by  his 
fellow  workers  in  the  public  service,  we  give  those 
received  from  the  Republican  City  Committee,  the 
Police  Commission  and  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners ; 

Resolved,  That  we,  members  of  the  Republican  City 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Providence,  moved  with  deep 
sorrow  by  the  sudden  death  of  our  fellow  citizen,  Frank 
Fuller  Olney,  desire  to  record  our  profound  affection,  ad- 
miration and  respect  for  him  as  a man,  a public  official 
and  co-worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party. 

His  life  affords  an  inspiring  example  of  the  citizen  of 
independent  means,  unsparingly  devoting  his  time  and  en- 
ergies to  the  public  service,  animated  by  no  selfish  purpose, 
but  by  a high  sense  of  civic  duty.  The  positions  of  honor 
and  responsibility  to  which  he  was  from  time  to  time 
called,  he  accepted  without  a thought  of  the  personal  sac- 
rifices they  involved,  and  discharged  his  public  duties  with 
courage,  justice  and  wisdom.  Full  of  love  and  loyalty 
for  the  State  to  which  he  was  bound  by  ties  of  birth  and 
family  history,  he  was  ever  alert  to  advance  its  glory  and 
guard  its  honor.  Second  only  to  his  patriotism  was  his 
devotion  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  to  which, 
he  gave  a lifelong  fidelity,  and  the  Republicans  of  Provi- 
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dence  will  ever  remember  with  gratitude  the  successful 
services  he  rendered  during  the  fourteen  years  as  Chair- 
man of  this  committee.  Generous,  broad-minded  and 
warm-hearted,  he  was  beloved  by  all  w’ho  knew  him,  and 
his  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  the  people  of  this 
city  and  state,  for  whose  interests  he  ever  labored. 

WHEREAS,  The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  for 
the  City  of  Providence  has  learned  with  feelings  of  deep- 
est sorrow  and  regret  of  the  removal  by  death  of  one  of  its 
members,  and 

WHEREAS,  By  the  death  of  Frank  Fuller  Olney 
this  Board  has  lost  a stanch  friend  and  earnest  worker 
and  the  city  of  Providence  a public  servant  who  has  la- 
bored zealously  for  the  improvement  of  the  several  city 
and  state  departments  with  which  he  was  connected,  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  for  the  city  of  Providence,  do  hereby 
express  our  profound  sorrow  and  regret  at  the  death  of 
our  beloved  associate.  During  the  two  years  of  service 
as  Chairman  of  the  Board,  he  gave  the  closest  attention  to 
every  detail  of  work  at  great  personal  sacrifice,  that  he 
might  counsel  wnsely  when  the  time  for  action  arrived. 
He  was  always  courteous  to  people  who  had  occasion  to 
call  upon  him  and  his  kind  words  and  ready  response  to 
those  in  need  of  material  assistance  will  cause  him  to  be 
remembered  with  love  and  reverence  by  hundreds  of  ben- 
eficiaries. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to 
the  family  of  Mr.  Olney. 

WHEREAS,  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  learn 
with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sorrow  of  the  death  of  Frank 
Fuller  Olney,  a member  of  the  Board  since  January  7th, 
1895,  and  its  President  since  January  loth,  1903,  and 
whereas  by  the  death  of  Frank  Fuller  Olney  this  Board 
has  lost  a valued  member  and  the  city  of  Providence  an 
earnest  worker,  who  faithfully  labored  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Parks  of  this  city,  as  well  as  for  its  highest  interests 
in  all  other  departments,  therefore  be  it 

Resolytid,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Providence,  do  hereby  ex- 
press our  heartfelt  sorrow  and  regret  at  the  death  of 
our  beloved  associate. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  be 
entered  the  sincere  regrets  of  his  associates,  with  their 
appreciation  of  his  ability  and  courtesy  as  presiding  officer 
of  this  Board,  and  his  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  com- 
mission, and  also  that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 

to  the  family  of  the  deceased  President. 

\ 

The  First  Light  Infantry  Regiment  gave  ap- 
propriate expression  to  their  feelings  in  the 
memorial  service  held  in  the  Captain’s  honor  at  the 
Church  of  Our  Savior  on  Monday,  Dec.  14,  1903. 
The  entire  regiment  was  present  in  full  dress  uni- 
form, Chaplain  Whittemore  preached  the  sermon, 
and  the  simple  services  were  such  as  the  one  whose 
memory  they  honored  would  himself  have  chosen. 
What  he  was  to  his  comrades  in  that  organization 
is  indicated  in  the  resolutions  they  adopted : 

We,  the  members  of  the  First  Light  Infantry  Regiment 
■of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  appreciation  of  our  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  our  comrade, 

FRANK  FULLER  OLNEY, 

in  meeting  assembled  have 

Resolved,  That  we  can  not  adequately  express  our 
grief  that  there  should  be  taken  from  us  one  who,  for  more 
than  twenty  consecutive  years,  gave  his  constant  thought 
and  energy  for  the  success  of  this  Regiment,  which  as  pri- 
vate and  officer  he  served  loyally  and  faithfully. 


Resolved,  That  we  dwell  with  loving  memory  upon 
those  genial  traits  of  his  character  which  endeared  him  to 
all,  and  with  pride  upon  those  abilities  by  which  our  com- 
rade merited  and  attained  the  highest  civic  honors. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  endeavor  to  maintain  the 
enthusiasm  which  he  inspired  by  striving  earnestly  for  the 
welfare  of  the  regiment  he  so  dearly  loved. 

For  the  Regiment, 

Walter  J.  Comstock, 

Walter  J.  Lewis, 

Samuel  A.  Howland, 

Herbert  A.  Daniels, 

J.  Henry  Davenport, 


John  A.  S.  Gammons, 
John  E.  Pickup, 
Frederick  Hayes, 

John  C.  Pegram,  Jr., 
F.  Lee  Whittemore. 


The  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club  sent  the  fol- 
lowing : 

t 

WHEREAS,  Frank  Fuller  Olney,  Commodore  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club,  since  February  24,  1902,  died  at 
his  home  in  Providence,  October  24,  1903,  and  whereas 
the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club  has  sustained  a most  severe 
loss  in  the  removal  of  one  so  esteemed  and  beloved  by  all, 
and  one  who  took  such  an  active  personal  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  this  club  and  gave  to  it  his  generous  support, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Yacht  Club,  place  on  record  this  expression  of  profound 
sorrow  for  our  loss,  and  be  it  further  resolved  that  we 
hereby  express  sincerest  sympathy  to  the  family  of  our 
late  Commodore,  and  that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
engrossed  and  forwarded  to  them. 

Mr.  Olney ’s  remains  were  borne  to  their  last 
resting  place  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery,  with  the 
same  lack  of  pomp  and  display  which  characterized 
him  through  life,  but  the  hearts  in  Providence  who 
knew  him  need  the  recollections  of  no  elaborate 
funeral  services  to  fix  his  name  in  their  memory. 


HON.  JOHN  JON.wTHAN  REYNOLDS. 
There  were  three  early  settlements  of  the  Reynolds 
family  in  Rhode  Island : Jonathan  at  Bristol ; 
John,  called  John  the  Carpenter,  in  what  is  now 
Exeter,  and  James  in  what  is  now  North  Kings- 
town. By  the  marriage  of  three  sons  of  said 
James  to  three  daughters  of  James  Greene,  we  have 
the  ancestry  of  their  descendants  hack  to  Henry, 
King  of  France,  1030,  and  to  Robert,  Earl  of  Lei- 
cester, England,  1310,  a record  of  which  is  in  the 
possession  of  Hon.  John  Jonathan  Reynolds. 

There  are  various  incorrect  reports  of  the 
genealogy  of  the  family  of  James  of  North  Kings- 
town. One  of  these  is  that  William  Reynolds, 
who  was  associated  with  Roger  Williams  and 
others  in  the  compact,  was  the  progenitor,  the  father 
of  James,  who.  Savage  says,  with  his  family  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  settled  in  Rhode 
Island.  (This  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  chil- 
dren of  said  James  were  not  born  until  from  1648 
to  1670.)  Another  report  is  that  William  came 
to  New  England  from  Gloucestershire,  England, 
via  the  Bermudas,  with  three  sons,  James,  John 
and  Samuel.  The  records  there  contain  no  evi- 
dence of  it.  It  is  very  significant,  that  if  Wil- 
liam was  the  father  of  James  he,  with  so  many 
sons,  did  not  honor  his  father  by  naming  one  of 
them  William.  All  the  reports  of  William’s  con- 
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nection  with  this  line  have  been  tested,  and  no 
evidence  has  rewarded  the  investigations. 

There  are  many  erroneous  reports  of  the  gene- 
alogy of  this  line,  but  the  record  (which  invites 
criticism)  beginning  with  James  Reynolds,  whose 
will  is  on  record  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  as 
proved  in  1702,  is  as  follows : 

(I)  James  Reynolds  married  Deborah,  and 
had  children:  John,  born  Oct.  12,  1648,  was  killed 
in  the  great  swamp  fight,  Dec.  19,  1675 ; James, 
born  Oct.  28,  1650,  married  (first)  Feb.  20,  1685, 

Mary  Greene,  and  second  ; Joseph,  born 

Nov.  27,  1652,  married  second  Mary  ; 

Henry,  horn  Jan.  i,  1656,  married  Sarah  Greene; 
Deborah,  horn  Feh.  12,  1658,  married  John  Sweet; 
Francis,  born  Oct.  12,  1662,  married  Elizabeth 
Greene;  Mercy,  born  Dec.  22,  1664,  married 

Thomas  Nichols;  Robert  was  born  in  1666;  Ben- 
jamin, in  1669;  Elizabeth,  in  1670.  ' 

(II)  Francis  Reynolds,  son  of  James,  was 
born  Oct.  12,  1662,  and  died  April  14,  1722.  He 
married  (first)  Elizabeth  Greene,  born  Oct.  17, 
1668,  daughter  of  James  Greene,  and  had  four 
children : Francis,  born  in  1689,  married  Mary 
Greene;  Peter,  born  1691,  died  1761;  James,  born 
in  1693,  married  Dec.  7,  1717,  Hannah  Jenkins; 
Jabez,  born  in  1695,  died  June  3,  1759.  Francis 
Reynolds  married  (second)  Elizabeth  Berry,  and 
had  four  daughters : Elizabeth,  Mary,  Deborah 
and  Susannah. 

(HI)  Peter  Reynolds,  son  of  Erancis,  was 
born  in  1691,  died  1761.  His  father  gave  him  one- 
third  of  the  farm  on  Grand  Plain,  Exeter,  and  on 
this  he  settled  in  1717.  In  1744  he  purchased  the 
estate  where  Allen  Reynolds  now  lives,  at  Davis- 
ville.  Peter  Reynolds  and  his  wife  Sarah  had  five 
children:  John;  Joseph;  Francis;  Jonathan,  who 
married  Mary  Tanner;  and  Benjamin. 

(IV)  John  Reynolds,  son  of  Peter,  born  in 
North  Kingstown  in  1718,  died  Oct.  9,  1804.  He 
married  (first),  July  15,  1744,  Phebe  Tillinghast, 
and  had  two  children:  Phebe,  born  Jan.  2,  1747, 
who  married  John  Kenyon ; and  Welthan,  born 
April  20,  1749,  who  died  Feh.  ii,  1823.  John 
Reynolds  married  (second)  Anne  Utter,  born  Oct. 
28,  1725,  daughter  of  William  Utter,  and  she  died 
April  28,  1787.  She  had  children:  William,  born 
July  19,  1753,  died  Oct.  4,  1841 ; Benjamin,  born 
April  19,  1756,  died  Feb.  19,  1820;  and  Anne,  born 
Aug.  9,  1751,  married  Giles  Olin,  Dec.  17,  17(39, 
and  went  to  Vermont. 

(V)  William  Reynolds,  son  of  John,'  was  born 
July  19,  1753,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1841.  His  first 
wife  was  his  second  cousin,  Esther,  daughter  of 
John,  son  of  James  Reynolds.  She  was  born  Aug. 

11,  1755,  and  died  Sept.  7,  1822.  Their  children 
were:  Jonathan,  born  March  31,  1774,  died  Sept. 

12,  1851;  Nicholas,  born  Dec.  12,  1775,  died  Jan. 
19,  1822;  James,  born  April  7,  1777,  died  Nov. 
18,  1856;  Silas,  born  Oct.  17,  1782,  died  July  22, 
1814;  Zebulon  U.,  born  Nov.  15,  1786,  died  Dec. 


I5>  1837;  Esther,  born  Aug.  19,  1788,  died  Dec. 
31,  1850;  William  Job,  born  March  12,  1791,  died 
July  14,  1833;  Samuel  Watson,  born  April  13, 
1795,  died  Sept.  15,  1863  ; and  Daniel,  born  Alarch 
I3>  i797j  died  March  23,  1821.  William  Rey- 
nolds’ second  wife  was  Mary  Razee,  widow,  who 
died  March  4,  1847,  aged  ninety-two  years.  Mr. 
Reynolds  was  a house  builder,  and  built  many  of 
the  houses  now  standing  in  Wickford.  He  was 
ensign  of  the  First  Company,  Train-hand,  in  June, 
1775  ; and  was  a private  in  a Rhode  Island  Troop 
under  Capt.  Clarke  and  Col.  Brown,  and  received 
a pension  from  the  United  States  for  his  services. 
(See  Vol.  XH,  p.  338,  “V^ital  Statistics  of  Rhode 
Island.”)  Late  in  life  he  became  almost  blind, 
and  his  death  was  due  to  a fall  down  a flight  of 
stairs. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Reynolds,  son  of  William,  was 
born  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  March  31,  1774. 
Fie  was  killed  by  an  engine  at  Davisville  on  the 
New  York,  Providence  & Boston  railroad.  Sept. 
12,  1851.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  married  Jan.  20, 
1803,  to  Mary  Spink,  born  March  25,  1773,  daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  and  Anne  Spink,  and  she  died 
Feb.  23,  1851,  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Esther  Chapoone,  born  Sept,  i,  1804,  died 
Eeh.  8,  1875 ; Helen  Maria  Williams,  born  Jan. 
29,  1806,  died  Eeb.  19,  1869;  Mary  jMehitahle,  born 
Aug.  16,  1807,  died  Feb.  24,  1901  ; Hannah  Ann 
Utter,  born  May  15,  1810,  died  Nov.  i,  1889; 
John  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  7,  1812;  and  William 
Peter,  born  May  21,  1816,  died  Oct.  i,  1817. 

Previous  to  1805  Air.  Reynolds  engaged  in 
carpentering,  and  at  that  time  engaged  in  a retail 
variety  business,  which  he  gave  over  to  his  son, 
John  J.,  in  1835.  He  was  town  clerk  from  1813 
to  1836,  was  a director  of  the  North  Kingstown 
Bank  from  1819,  and  president  thereof  from  1834 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  At  the  time  of  this  event 
the  Providence  Journal  contained  the  following 
tribute  to  his  memory.  “In  North  Kingstown, 
1 2th  inst..  Air.  Jonathan  Reynolds,  in  the  seventy- 
eighth  year  of  his  life.  Air.  Reynolds  was  one  of 
our  most  prominent  citizens,  and  from  his  close 
connection  with  the  affairs  of  this  town  for  the 
past  fifty  years  might  be  truly  said  to  have  been 
of  it  a living  record.  During  that  time  he  has  been 
selected  for  the  highest  political  and  social  pre- 
ferments within  its  gift,  having  for  several  years 
represented  it  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State ; for  upwards  of  twenty  consecutive 
years  been  elected  its  town  clerk,  and  for  nearly 
twenty  years  previous,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
was  president  of  the  North  Kingstown  Bank.  Not 
only  in  public  life  did  he  stand  prominently  in  our 
community,  but  in  the  various  relations  of  private 
and  social  life ; an  ever  kind  and  indulgent  parent, 
his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  in  grateful  re- 
membrance ; as  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  untir- 
ing industry,  a sentinel  always  on  duty,  an  open 
handed,  public  spirited  citizen  (in  this  he  leaves 
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us  no  compeer)  this  community  in  his  death  suf- 
fered an  irreparable  loss.  * * *” 

(VII)  Esther  C.  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Reynolds,  married  March  9,  1828,  Nicholas 
S.  Fry,  and  had  children;  Mary,  born  Feb.  20, 
■1829,  died  Nov.  16,  1863;  John  J.,  born  July  13, 
1830,  died  June  24,  1895  ; Thomas  N.,  born  Oct. 

5,  1832;  Richard  G.,  born  Aug.  2,  1834,  died  IMay 

6,  1857;  Charles,  born  May  15,  1835,  died  INIarch 
18,  1889;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  3,  1843, 

18,  1866. 

(VII)  Helen  Maria  Williams  Reynolds, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Reynolds,  married  Sept,  ii, 
1828,  Abiel  Sherman,  and  has  two  children : Helen, 
who  married  Hiram  Rouse;  and  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  M.  Nottage. 

(VH)  Mary  Mehitable  Reynolds,  daughter  of 
Jonathan,  married  Jan.  18,  1829,  Vincent  Gard- 
iner, and  had  these  children : Mary  Eleanor,  born 
Feb.  22,  1830;  Jonathan  Vincent,  May  23,  1832; 
Susan  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  17,  1834,  died  Nov.  3, 
1842;  Susan  Elizabeth  (2),  born  Nov.  i,  1845, 
married  Thomas  W.  Nichols,  and  died  Feb.  9, 
1873;  and  Leander,  born  Sept.  3,  1848,  died  IMay 
6,  1885. 

(VH)  Hannah  Ann  Utter  Reynolds,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan,  married  Feb.  15,  1841,  Thomas 
G.  Fry,  and  had  these  children : Hannah,  born 
Feb.  5,  1842,  died  March  4,  1863;  Helena,  born 
Feb.  7,  1848,  died  Sept.  27,  1869;  Susan  C.,  died 
in  infancy;  and  Lydia,  born  March  21,  1851,  mar- 
ried William  A.  Vaughn. 

(VH)  John  Jonathan  Reynolds,  son  of  Jona- 
than, was  born  in  North  Kingstown,  Dec.  7,  1812. 
In  October,  1835,  he  succeeded  his  father  in  busi- 
ness and  continued  therein  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  retiring  in  1886.  During  his  long  life  he 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  National  Re- 
publican, Whig,  Law  and  Order,  National  Union 
and  Republican  parties,  as  each  succeeded  the 
other.  He  represented  his  town  in  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  and  in  1854  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  the  State.  He  was  a trustee 
of  the  State  Normal  school  in  i860,  and  a dele- 
gate to  the  National  Union  Presidential  Conven- 
tion in  1864. 

On  April  9,  1846,  John  Jonathan  Reynolds 
married  Hannah  Congdon,  born  June  21,  1814, 

daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Phebe  (Bailey)  Cong- 
don, and  five  children  were  born  to  them:  James, 
born  Jan.  25,  1842,  died  Feb.  28,  1891,  leaving  a 
widow,  Ellen  A.  Chadsey,  and  two  cbildren-i-Al- 
bert  Chadsey  (born  Oct.  24,  1878)  and  Ralph 

(June  2,  1881)  ; Joseph  C.,  born  Jan.  3,  1844,  died 
Feb.  26,  1848;  Mary,  born  June  5,  1847,  married, 
June  3,  1886,  Elias  J.  Foote,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Ethelwynne  Reynolds  (born  June  14,  1887)  ; 
Emma,  born  Aug.  4,  1849;  and  Joseph  William, 
born  Nov.  4,  1851,  died  April  14,  1880. 

In  1836  Air.  Reynolds  was  elected  a member  of 
tbe  board  of  directors  of  the  North  Kingstown 


Bank,  of  which  board  be  is  the  only  survivor, 
and  ,in  1851,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  was 
elected  the  president  thereof,  and  in  August, 
1865,  became  the  president  of  the  Wickford  Na- 
tional Bank,  which  had  been  formed  by  tbe  merg- 
ing of  the  North  Kingstown  Bank  and  the  Narra- 
gansett  Bank.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  greatly  interested 
in  educational  matters,  and  was  for  several  years 
a trustee  of  Washington  Academy,  continuing  as 
such  until  the  adoption  of  the  public  school  sys- 
tem, when  the  trustees  presented  the  building  and 
grounds  to  the  school  district  then  organized,  and 
dissolved.  Later  Air.  Reynolds  became  treasurer 
of  the  district,  and  with  others  improved  the  form 
of  the  grounds  by  exchange  of  lands,  and  enclosed 
them  substantially.  Although  Air.  Reynolds  has 
never  considered  it  his  duty  to  unite  with  any  re- 
ligious denomination,  he  has  during  his  mature 
years  been  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Since  1847  served  as  vestryman  of  St. 

Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Wickford,  and  by  per- 
forming his  duties  in  that  relation,  as  well  as  con- 
tributing to  its  temporal  wants,  evinces  his  active 
interest  in  its  welfare.  Air.  Reynolds  is  prominent 
in  fraternal  circles,  and  is  connected  with  the  Ala- 
sons  as  a member  of  tbe  Lodge  at  Centerville, 
in  which  he  is  very  popular.  Mr.  Reynolds  is 
known  far  and  wide  for  his  business  sagacity, 
which  has  made  him  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  the  financial  world  of  Rhode  Island. 

HON.  HENRY  AUGUSTUS  STEARNS, 
former  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island,  vice- 
president  and  superintendent  of  The  Union  Wad- 
ding Company  of  Pawtucket,  was  born  in  Billerica, 
Mass.,  Oct.  23,  1825,  son  of  Capt.  Abner  and  Anna 
(Russell)  (Estabrook)  Stearns,  and  a representa- 
tive in  tbe  seventh  generation  from  Isaac  Stearns 
or  Sterne.  The  family  is  of  English  extraction, 
and  is  descended  from  Richard  Sterne,  Archbishop 
of  York,  Nottinghamshire,  England. 

(I)  Isaac  Stearns  (or  Sterne)  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1630,  in  the  ship  with  Governor  Winthrop 
and  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  and  settled  in  Water- 
town,  Mass.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  May  18, 
1631,  which  is  the  earliest  date  of  any  such  admis- 
sion, and  he  was  selectman  several  years.  In  1647 
he  was  one  of  two  appointed  “to  consider  how  the 
bridge  over  the  river  shall  be  built,  and  to  agree 
with  the  workmen  for  doing  it,  according  to  their 
best  discretion.”  This  is,  says  Dr.  Francis  in  his 
history,  “the  first  mention  of  a bridge  over  Charles 
river,  at  Watertown.”  Mr.  Stearns  died  June  19, 
1671,  leaving  a widow  Mary,  who  died  April  2, 
1677.  Mr.  Stearns,  it  is  very  probable,  says  Bond 
in  his  Watertown,  came  from  the  parish  of  Nayland, 
in  Suffolk.  His  children,  all  but  three  probably 
born  in  England,  were : Alary,  Hannab,  John,  Isaac, 
Sarah,  Samuel,  Elizabeth  and  Abigail. 

(H)  John  Stearns,  born  in  Watertown,  prob- 
ably in  1631,  married  (first)  Sarah,  only  daughter 
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of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Mixer,  of  Watertown ; she  died 
June  14,  1656,  and  he  married  (second)  in  Barn- 
stable, in  December,  1656,  Mary  Lothrop,  born  Oct. 
4,  1640,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alary  Lothrop, 
and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  John  Lothrop,  of  Scit- 
uate  and  Barnstable.  Air.  Stearns  was  one  of  the 
purchasers  of  the  Dudley  Farm,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  town  of  Billerica.  He  died 
Alarch  5,  1668-69,  and  his  widow.  Alary,  married 
Capt.  William  French.  The  children  of  John 
Stearns  were:  John,  Isaac,  Samuel,  Isaac  (2),  Na- 
thaniel and  Thomas. 

(III)  Lieut.  John  Stearns,  born  in  Alay,  1654, 
the  first  birth  recorded  in  Billerica,  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  Bigelow,  born  June  18,  1657,  daughter  of 
John  and  Alary  (Warren)  Bigelow,  of  Watertown; 
she  died  April  18,  1694,  and  he  married  (second) 
in  Alalden  Joanna,  widow  of  Jacob  Parker  and 
daughter  of  Thomas  Call,  Jr.  Lieutenant  Stearns 
was  greatly  resi:»ected  and  had  much  influence.  He 
died  Oct.  26,  1728.  His  widow  died  Dec.  4,  1737, 
aged  seventy-eight.  His  children  were  : Elizabeth, 
John,  Sarah,  Alary,  John,  Isaac,  Abigail,  Samuel 
and  Joanna. 

(IV)  John  Stearns  (3),  son  of  Lieut.  John, 
born  Nov.  25,  1686,  married  Esther,  born  in  Jan- 
uary, 1691,  daughter  of  Capt.  Edward  Johnson,  of 
Woburn,  granddaughter  of  William  Johnson  and 
great-granddaughter  of  Capt.  Edward  Johnson,  of 
Woburn,  author  of  the  History  of  New  England 
entitled  “Wonder-Working  Providence  of  Sion’s 
Savior  in  New  England.”  Air.  Stearns  lived  in 
Billerica^.  He  died  Aug.  2,  1776,  aged  ninety.  His 
children’ were : Esther,  John,  Esther  (2),  Isaac, 
Joanna,  Edward,  Benjamin,  Josiah,  William  and 
Timothy. 

(V)  Capt.  Edward  Stearns,  born  Alay  9,  1726, 
married  Alay  9,  1755,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Rachel  (Stearns)  Wyman,  and  was  of  Billerica 
and  Bedford.  He  died  in  Bedford,  Alass.,  June  ii, 
1793,  and  she  died  Nov.  28,  1802.  Captain  Stearns 
was  in  the  battle  of  Concord  in  I775)  ^^^<1  upon  the 
death  of  Captain  Wilson,  his  brother-in-law,  who 
was  shot  by  the  British  in  their  retreat,  the  command 
of  the  Bedford  militia  devolved  on  him.  The  com- 
mand was  confirmed,  but  he  declined  to  continue  in 
it.  His  children  were  : Lucy,  Solomon,  Rachel,  Ed- 
ward, Susanna,  Alice,  Abner,  Edward,  Elijah  and 
Simeon. 

(VI)  Capt.  Abner  Stearns,  son  of  Capt.  Ed- 
ward, was  born  July  9,  1766,  at  Billerica,  now  Bed- 
ford, Mass.  He  w’as  a farmer  boy  in  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged 
in  wool  carding  in  West  Cambridge,  and  he  also 
carried  on  a grist-mill  and  a paint-mill.  He  built 
the  first  machines  in  the  country  for  splitting 
leather,  and  devised  the  first  machine  for  dyeing 
silk,  being  a man  of  rare  natural  mechanical  skill 
and  ingenuity.  At  one  time  with  a partner  he  had 
an  option  on  the  entire  water-power  of  Lowell, 


Alass.  After  years  of  labor  he  removed  from  West 
Cambridge  to  Billerica,  where  the  remainder  of  his 
life  was  spent.  His  death  on  Dec.  ii,  1838,  was  the 
result  of  an  accident.  He  was  a very  robust  man, 
and  should  have  lived  to  old  age.  In  all  the  affairs 
of  the  town  and  of  the  orthodox  church  (now  called 
the  Congregational)  he  was  very  prominent.  He 
was  firm  and  determined,  and  was  very  tenacious  of 
his  opinion,  having  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
twic^  married,  ^n  Alay  i,  1796,  he  married  Anna 
Hill,  daughter  of  Jonathan.  Hill,  and  she  died  Oct. 
22,  1807,  the  mother  of  one  son,  Abner.  Captain 
Stearns  married  (second),  June  30,  1808,  Airs. 
Anna  (Russell)  Estabrook,  widow  of  Iven  Esta- 
brook  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Russell,  of  West 
Cambridge,  Alass.  The  grandfather  of  Airs.  Anna 
Stearns,  though  a non-combatant,  was  ruthlessly 
shot  by  the  British  in  their  retreat  from  Lexington 
April  19,  1775.  Her  uncle,  a Air.  Whittemore,  in- 
vented a card  setting  machine,  considered  a won- 
derful invention,  which  was  patented  as  early  as 
1797.  Airs.  Stearns  died  Nov.  29,  1839.  Their 
family  of  children  in  later  years  gave  evidence  of 
superior  home  training.  Captain  Stearns’  children 
were:  Abner,  born  April  i,  1797  (the  only  child  of 
the  first  marriage),  lived  in  Alassachusetts  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  removed  to  western  Ver- 
mont ; he  was  a very  superior  mechanic.  Alary  A. 
H.,  born  Alay  23,  1809,  i^iarried  Jonas  Alonroe,  of 
Bedford,  Alass.  Edward  H.,  born  Dec.  16,  1814, 
died  at  Erie,  Pa. ; he  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  lumber  business  of  the  Northwest,  and  was 
an  extensive  manufacturer  of  lumber  and  w'ood- 
working  machinery  at  Erie,  few  if  any  being  better 
known  in  the  trade.  George  S.,  born  Alay  17,  1816, 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  early  thirties,  be- 
came a successful  manufacturer  of  that  city,  and 
now  resides  in  one  of  its  suburbs,  Wyoming.  Al- 
bert T.,  born  April  23,  1821,  resided  at  Boston, 
where  he  died  in  April,  1905  ; he  was  the  founder 
and  until  his  death  the  owner  of  the  A.  T.  Stearns 
Lumber  Company,  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of 
the  kind  in  the  country.  Henry  Augustus  was  born 
Oct.  23,  1825. 

(VTI)  Henry  Augustus  Stearns’s  early  educa- 
tional advantages  of  the  district  schools  were  sup- 
plemented by  two  years’  attendance  at  Andover 
Academy,  where  he  pursued  an  English  course.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  being  dependent  upon 
his  owm  resources,  he  worked  at  shoemaking  and  as 
a clerk  in  a general  store  until  he  was  about  twenty 
years  old.  His  older  brother,  George  S.,  had  for 
some  years  been  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
thither  Henry  A.  determined  to  go.  He  reached 
there  in  the  fall  of  1846,  and  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  wadding — the  first  establishment 
of  the  kind  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  During  the 
three  years  and  over  that  he  was  there  the  plant  was 
twice  destroyed  by  fire,  but  undismayed  by  these 
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reverses  he  at  once  erected  other  buildings  adapted 
to  the  use  and  needs  of  the  business.  The  concern 
was  then  known  as  Stearns  & Foster,  and  it  Is  yet 
in  business,  now  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  Stearns  & Foster  Company.  In  1850-  Mr. 
Stearns  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother,  George  S., 
and  made  preparations  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Cali- 
fornia gold  fields.  With  characteristic  Yankee  push 
and  foresight  he  concluded  that  a steam  laundry 
would  be  a source  of  profit  in  that  new  country. 
So  favorably  was  he  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he- 
purchased  the  necessary  machinery  at  Cincinnati, 
shipped  it  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Chagres,  and  after  great 
exertion  across  the  Isthmus,  the  boiler  being  carried 
■overland  to  Panama  by  squads  of  men.  At  the 
latter  place  he  took  passage  on  an  old  whaler  for 
San  Francisco.  The  voyage  was  fraught  with 
many  hardships  and  dangers.  The  vessel  sprang  a 
leak  and  was  in  imminent  danger  of  foundering,  and 
provisions  were  gone  to  the  extent  that  only  four 
ounces  of  bread  represented  the  daily  allowance  of 
food  to  each  person.  Four  months  the  vessel  thus 
floated  on  the  ocean,  and  when  San  Francisco  was 
finally  reached  Mr.  Stearns  had  become  so  reduced 
physically  that  a physician  told  him  he  could  not 
live.  His  naturally  robust  constitution,  however, 
soon  enabled  him  with  proper  nourishment  to  re- 
gain his  health,  and  he  set  up  his  machinery,  start- 
ing the  first  steam  laundry  in  California.  The  ven- 
ture proved  a success,  and  with  a wider  field  in 
view  he  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  pur- 
chased a one-half  interest  in  a steamboat,  beginning 
the  operation  of  what  was  the  first  steam  ferry  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  Oakland,  and  of  wbich  he 
was  commander.  This  vessel  was  the  steamboat 
“Hector.”  During  the  next  two  years  he  was  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  the  lumber  and  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  operated  a steam  sawmill  in  the  redwoods 
district,  about  forty  miles  from  San  Jose,  where  the 
native  redwood  was  reduced  to  building  material. 
This  steam  sawmill  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first 
one  in  that  section  of  the  State.  He  also  conducted 
a general  store  in  the  town  of  Gilroy.  At  one  time 
he  was  engaged  in  the  cattle  business,  slauglitering 
cattle  for  market.  Mr.  Stearns  during  his  resi- 
dence in  San  Francisco  witnessed  a number  of  exe- 
cutions of  lawless  characters  by  the  vigilance  com- 
mittee. 

In  1853  Mr.  Stearns  returned  to  Cincinnati  and 
resumetl  the  manufacture  of  cotton  wadding  on  a 
large  scale.  This  he  continued  until  1857,  when 
impaired  health  necessitated  a change  of  climate. 
He  went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  with  a partner  he 
tried  a new  venture — that  of  manufacturing  hard- 
ware, and  in  June,  1857,  they  began  business.  In- 
side of  a few  months  the  disastrous  business  revul- 
sions of  that  year  came  on,  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
nearly  all  of  Mr.  Stearns’s  property.  While  yet  a 
young  man  he  had  experienced  at  different  times 


misfortunes  and  reverses  that  to  one  less  determined 
would  have  caused  a surrender,  but  Mr.  Stearns 
philosophically  concluded  to  make  another  venture. 
He  removed  to  Sangamon  county.  111.,  where  he 
bought  a tract  of  forest  land  and  set  up  a sawmill, 
in  addition  to  which  he  carried  on  a farm.  He  re- 
mained there  until  early  in'  1861,  when  he  removed 
to  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and  became  connected  with 
Darius  Goff,  Esq.,  of  that  city,  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  wadding.  It  was  a comparatively  small 
business  at  that  time,  but  the  skill  and  energy  of 
Mr.  Stearns,  in  conjunction  with  similar  attributes 
in  his  associate,  rapidly  enlarged  it.  Since  that 
time  the  business  life  of  Mr.  Stearns  has  been  in- 
separable from  that  line.  From  a modest  begin- 
ning the  business  has  grown  into  the  Union  Wad- 
ding Company,  incorporated  in  1870,  with  a capital 
of  .$200,000,  increased  from  time  to  time  until  it  is 
now  ( 1907)  capitalized  at  $2,500,000  and  doing  the 
largest  cotton  waste  business  in  the  United  States, 
if  not  in  the  world,  as  well  as  being  the  most  exten- 
sive concern  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  batting. 
Mr.  Stearns  has  been  the  superintendent  since  the 
incorporation  in  1870,  and  since  1891  has  been  vice- 
president. 

Mr.  Stearns  has  devised  several  contrivances 
which  have  proved  of  great  value  in  the  business. 
On  these  he  obtained  patents,  and  he  has  also  taken 
out  several  patents  on  railway  safety  gates,  cotton 
gins,  and  for  the  extraction  of  oil  from  waste  sub- 
stances. There  is  probably  not  living  today  a man 
in  Rhode  Island  who  is  yet  in  active  life  and  who 
has  had  as  close  a connection  for  nearly  hajf  a cen- 
tury with  a business  that  has  grown  to  the  pro- 
portions of  the  Union  Wadding  Company,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  there  is  another  man  in  the  country 
so  well  informed  in  this  particular  line.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Stearns  is  a Republican,  and 
while  never  an  office  seeker  or  a politician  he 
has  taken  a keen  interest  in  his  party’s  success 
and  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  public  affairs.  He 
has  been  called  to  fill  various  offices  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  has  represented  the  town  of 
Lincoln  in  both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature, 
being  a member  of  the  House  from  1878  to  1881, 
serving  on  the  committee  on  Education  and  on 
the  Judiciary  committee  of  the  Senate  from  1881 
to  1884,  and  again  from  1887  to  1888,  serving  on 
the  Judiciary  committee  in  the  latter  body.  He 
served  as  school  trustee  several  years,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  secured  the  intro- 
duction of  water  into  Central  Falls.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  that  investigated  the 
State  institutions ; and  he  introduced  the  act  cre- 
ating the  State  Home  and  School,  was  chairman 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  to  select  and  pur- 
chase the  site  and  building,  and  has  been  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  control  since  its  organization, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  when  the  State 
board  of  education  did  not  have  it  in  their  con- 
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trol.  In  1891  and  1892  he  was  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island.  For  many  years  he  was 
a director  of  the  Franklin  Savings  Bank.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Mason,  affiliated  with  Barney 
Merry  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Royal 
Arch  Masons ; Pawtucket  Council ; and  Holy 
Sepulchre  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  has  reached 
the  thirty-second  degree.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  to  the  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars. 

On  June  25,  1856,  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  Mr. 
Stearns  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate 
Falconer,  of  that  city,  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Char- 
lotte (Smith)  Falconer.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children : ( i ) Deshler  Falconer, 

born  Aug.  7,  1857,  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  was 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  3,  1906,  at 
Augusta,  Ga.,  the  business  representative  of  the 
Union  Wadding  Company,  in  Chicago,  and  had 
charge  of  the  Western  interests  of  that  concern. 
He  resided  at  Evanston,  111.  He  married  Salinda 
Beebe,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.  Two  children  were 
born  to  them,  Hester  (deceased)  and  Phillip 
Beebe.  (2)  George  Russell,  born  Jan.  19,  i860, 
in  Sangamon  county,  111.,  is  president  of  the  River- 
side Mills,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  which  plant  is  a part 
of  the  Union  Wadding  Company.  He  married 
Madge  Williamson,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  daugh- 
ter of  Gen.  J.  A.  Williamson,  U.  S.  A.,  and  has 
two  children,  Constance  and  Richard.  (3)  Walter 
Henry,  born  Jan.  3,  1862,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
V is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Kate  Russell,  born  in 
Central  Falls,  R.  L,  July  21,  1864,  resides  at  home. 
(5)  Charles  Falconer,  born  July  27,  1866,  in  what 
is  now  Central  Falls,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  Mowry  & Goff’s  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  School,  Amherst  College  (A.  B., 
1889),  and  Harvard  Law  School  (LL.  B.,  1893). 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  the 
fall  of  1893  and  began  practice  in  Providence.  He 
was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  from  Central  Falls  in  1895,  and  served  there 
on  the  committee  on  Education.  In  1897  he  be- 
came assistant  attorney-general  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  in  1901  became  attorney-general,  serving  three 
years.  In  1905  he  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
judges  of  the  Superior  court  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
is  a member  of  Orpheus  Lodge  and  Chapter  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Providence.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Republican.  He  married  Amelia 

F.  Lieber,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  daughter  of  Gen. 

G.  N.  Lieber,  U.  S.  A.,  retired,  and  has  one  son, 

Howard  B.  (6)  Henry  Foster,  born  March  3. 
1868,  at  Central  Falls,  is  secretary  and  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  Dominion  Wadding  Company,  of 
Montreal,  Canada.  (7)  Anna  Russell,  born  Jan.  4, 
1873,  at  Central  Falls,  died  Feb.  7,  1874.  (8) 

Caroline,  born  Jan.  18,  1875,  at  Central  Falls,  was 
married  April  20,  1907,  to  Howard  Whitcomb,  of 
Boston,  where  they  reside. 


After  his  return  to  Pawtucket  is  1861,  Mr. 
Stearns  lived  a year  or  more  in  that  city,  and  then 
removed  to  Central  Falls,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  is  a member  of  the  Central  Falls  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  takes  an  active  inter- 
est. His  home  contains  one  of  the  finest  private 
libraries  in  the  State.  He  is  naturally  a domestic 
man,  and  his  family  is  his  greatest  source  of  pride, 
and  justly  is  it  so,  for  seldom  is  it  given  to  a man 
to  rear  to  mature  years  seven  children  of  such  high 
character  and  attainments.  In  spite  of  his  active 
life  and  his  advanced  years  Mr.  Stearns  is  remark- 
ably well  preserved  in  mind  and  body,  and  his  step 
is  as  elastic,  his  movements  as  agile  as  might  be 
expected  of  a man  many  years  his  junior.  He  has 
been  successful  in  his  work,  and  he  has  gained 
success  with  an  untarnished  reputation. 

Walter  Henry  Stearns,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Island  Cardboard  Com- 
pany, was  born  Jan.  3,  1862,  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field  (now  the  city  of  Central  Falls),  R.  I.,  son  of 
ex-Lieut. -Gov.  Henry  A.  Stearns,  and  Kate  (Fal- 
coner) Stearns. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  Air.  Stearns  spent  three  years  as  a student 
in  Mowry  & Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School 
of  Providence,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  went 
West,  becoming  a clerk  in  the  Northwestern  Bank, 
of  Alinneapolis,  Alinn.,  in  which  capacity  he  re- 
mained about  one  year.  Then,  going  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Kilby  Alanu- 
facturing  Company,  remaining  in  that  position  for 
a period  of  two  years.  Upon  reaching  his  ma- 
jority Air.  Stearns  returned  to  Pawtucket,  and 
there  became  a partner  in  the  Rhode  Island  Card- 
board Company,  in  1883,  remaining  as  a partner 
in  this  business  until  1886,  when  it  was  incorpor- 
ated as  the  Rhode  Island  Cardboard  Company,  with 
a capital  stock  of  $200,000.  At  this  time  Mr. 
Stearns  was  made  secretary  of  the  corporation, 
and  two  years  latery  in  1888,  he  was  made  treasurer, 
and  he  has  served  in  these  offices  to  the  present 
time.  The  business  is  a large  one,  consisting  of 
the  manufacture  of  cardboard  and  stock  for  photo- 
graph mounts  of  every  description.  Air.  Stearns 
is  also  a director  of  the  company,  and  a member 
of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Pawtucket  branch 
of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company.  He  resides  in 
Providence. 

Air.  Stearns  is  socially  connected  with  various 
clubs,  among  them  the  To  Kalon  of  Pawtucket, 
the  Wannamoisett  Country  Club,  the  Polo,  the 
Economic  and  the  Commercial  Clubs,  all  of  Provi- 
dence, the  Ninigrette  Country  Club,  of  Charles- 
town, the  Cumberland  Golf  Club,  and  the  Squan- 
tum  Club.  In  political  faith  Mr.  Stearns  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1896  he  was  alternate  from  Rhode  Island 
to  the  National  Republican  Convention  held  at  St. 
Louis,  at  which  convention  William  AIcKinley  re- 
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ceived  the  nomination  for  the  Presidency.  Hr. 
Stearns  has  also  served  on  various  occasions  as  dele- 
gate of  his  party  to  State  and  Congressional  con- 
ventions, and  for  one  year  was  a member  of  the 
Pawtucket  city  council.  During  the  administration 
of  D.  Russell  Brown  as  governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
j\lr.  Stearns  served  on  his  personal  staff  as  aide- 
de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  Colonel  Stearns 
and  his  family  attend  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  June  5,  1890,  Walter  H.  Stearns  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Abbie  Harris  Razee,  daughter  of 
Stafford  and  Eunice  (IMetcalf)  Razee,  of  Cumber- 
land, R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born; 
jNlargaret,  Russell  Falconer  and  Henry  A.  (2). 

CONAXT  (Pawtucket  family).  The  Rhode  Is- 
land Conants  of  Pawtucket,  with  which  this  article 
deals,  are  not  an  ancient  family  in  Rhode  Island,  but 
of  long  and  honorable  standing  in  Massachusetts, 
having  settled  there  but  three  years  after  the  land- 
ing of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  years  ago.  But  for  a third  of  a century  the 
head  of  the  Pawtucket  branch  of  the  Massachusetts 
family  of  Conants — the  late  Hon.  Hezekiah  Conant 
— lived  there  and  so  wrought  as  at  his  death  to 
call  forth  from  the  leading  paper  of  the  State  ex- 
pressions which  place  him  among  the  most  successful 
promoters  and  developers  of  the  great  industries 
of  the  world,  and  give  him  a place  in  the  commercial 
annals  of  his  adopted  city  and  State  second  to  none 
of  his  contemporaries. 

“In  the  death  of  Hezekiah  Conant  Pawtucket 
and  Rhode  Island  lose  a citizen  who  illustrated  in 
a striking  degree  the  capability  and  resourcefulness 
of  the  self-made  American.  By  sheer  force  of 
native  ability  and  industrial  genius  he  developed  a 
manufacturing  business  which  ranks  with  the  most 
successful  in  either  world,  and  the  impress  he  made 
on  the  commercial  life  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived  was  varied,  deep  and  lasting.  Few  if  any 
men  have  done  more  than  he  for  the  industrial 
prestige  of  his  city  and  State  and  his  successful 
career  was  at  once  a force  and  example.” 

The  Conants  in  general  since  the  coming  to  New 
England  of  the  progenitor  of  the  American  family 
of  the  name,  who  is  referred  to  in  most  compli- 
mentary terms  by  historians,  have  been  industri- 
ous people,  modest  and  of  retiring  disposition,  after 
the  tvpe  of  the  late  Hezekiah  Conant,  who,  self- 
made’  rising  by  his  indomitable  industry,  persever- 
ance and  force  of  will  from  humble  circumstances 
to  position,  wealth,  influence  and  power,  never  for- 
got his  early  struggles,  preserving  to  the  end  of 
his  life  the  simplicity  and  democratic  tastes  of  his 
youth. 

Here  follow  the  lineage  and  career  of  the  late 
Hezekiah  Conant,  of  Pawtucket,  beginning  with  the 
American  ancestor  of  the  family,  the  order  being 
chronological. 

(I)  Roger  Conant,  who  was  baptized  at  All 


Saints’  Church,  in  the  parish  of  East  Burleigh,. 
Devonshire,  England,  April  9,  1592,  was  the  young- 
est member  of  a family  of  eight  children  born  to 
Richard  and  Agnes  (Clarke)  Conant,  and  grandson 
of  John  Conant,  of  Devonshire.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica on  the  ship  “Ann,”  in  1623,  landing  at  Plym- 
outh, where  his  stay,  however,  was  brief,  on  account 
of  religious  differences.  Roger  Conant  was  known 
as  a ‘‘pious,  sober  and  prudent  gentleman.”  He  was 
manager  of  the  affairs  of  the  Dorchester  Company, 
who  made  a settlement  at  Cape  Ann,  in  1625  being 
chosen  to  take  charge  of  that  settlement,  located  on 
several  islands  in  Gloucester  Harbor,  near  Stage 
Head.  He  was  the  founder  of  Salem  in  1626,  and 
was  governor  of  the  Colony  until  the  arrival  of 
John  Endicott,  late  in  1628.  x^lthough  not  univer- 
sally recognized  as  the  first  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, this  distinction  fairly  belongs  to  Roger  Con- 
ant, for  the  settlement  of  which  he  was  the  head 
made  the  first  permanent  home  in  Massachus- 
etts, and  was  the  germ  from  which  sprang  the  Mass- 
achusetts Bay  Colony.  Roger  Conant  was  the  most 
prominent  man  of  those  early  days,  and  historians 
pay  glowing  tribute  to  his  character  and  ability.  He 
was  a member  of  the  second  representative  assembly 
that  ever  convened  in  America  (the  first  being  in 
Virginia),  representing  the  town  of  Salem,  where 
he  held  many  important  offices  during  his  life,  and 
with  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  First  Church  of 
Salem,  both  signing  the  Covenant  in  1637.  Mr. 
Conant  died  in  Salem  in  1679.  His  wife,  Sarah 
Horton,  whom  he  married  in  London,  Nov.  ii, 
1618,  was  a native  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann’s, 
Blackfriars,  London. 

(II)  Lot  Conant,  of  Beverly,  or  Bass  River,. 
IMass.,  married  Elizabeth  Walton. 

(III)  John  Conant,  of  Beverly,  married  Bithia 
Mansfield. 

(IV)  Daniel  Conant,  of  Beverly,  married  Lucy 
Dodge. 

(V)  Josiah  Conant,  of  Dudley,  Mass.,  married 
Martha  Conant. 

(VI)  Josiah  Conant  (2),  of  Tuft’s  Village,  in 
the  town  of  Dudley,  Mass.,  married  Lucy  Foskett.. 

(VII)  Hervey  Conant,  born  June  3,  1796,  at 
Tuft’s  Mills,  in  the  town  of  Dudley,  Mass.,  married 
(first)  May  13,  1819,  Dolly,  daughter  of  Maj. 
Lemuel  Healy,  of  Dudley,  Mass.,  who  was  a patriot 
and  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  major  in  the  State- 
militia.  Mr.  Conant  was  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  his  father,  who  was  a farmer  and  miller,  operat- 
ing a saw  and  grist  mill,  to  which  on  the  death  of 
his  father  he  succeeded.  This  property  he  disposed 
of  not  far  from  1823,  and  for  some  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  manufacturing  woolen 
cloth  with  the  Aaron  Tuft’s  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. For  five  years  Mr.  Conant  was  the  bookkeeper 
of  the  concern.  Following  this  experience  he  was 
for  a period  associated  in  business,  that  of  a general 
store,  with  a Mr.  Fitts,  the  firm  name  being  Conant 
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& Fitts.  Still  later  for  a period  he  was  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  at  East  Webster,  Mass.  Re- 
turning to  Dudley,  Mass.,  he  was  again  occupied 
in  farming.  Subsequently  he  was  for  twenty  years 
a resident  of  Worcester,  Mass.  He  was  a quiet 
man,  of  simple  tastes,  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  greatly  esteemed  and  respected 
by  those  who  knew  him.  His  death  occurred  at 
West  Boylston,  Mass.,  May  21,  1868. 

Hezekiah  Conant,  the  fourth  child  of  Hervey 
.and  Dolly  (Healy)  Conant,  was  born  July  28,  1827, 
in  Dudley,  Mass.,  and  in  Nichols  Academy  there 
received  his  education,  in  a manner  then  customary 
for  the  sons  of  the  general  farmer,  assisting  with 
the  work  on  the  farm  in  season  and  attending  school 
through  the  winters.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  Worcester  County 
(Mass.)  Gazette,  where  he  learned  the  printer’s 
trade,  but  a few  years  later,  finding  the  trade  did 
not  suit  his  tastes,  he  went  to  work  in  a machine 
shop,  remaining  two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  having  meanwhile  saved  enough  money,  he 
returned  to  Nichols  Academy,  where  he  took  a 
year’s  course  of  study.  After  this  he  again  took 
up  work  in  the  machine  shop  and  passed  his  even- 
ings in  learning  mechanical  engineering,  develop- 
ing great  ability  in  that  line  and  also  as  an  inventor. 
His  education  had  in  this  manner  been  obtained  in 
.a  very  practical  school,  but  at  the  expense  of  much 
toil  and  hardship  at  the  start. 

From  the  period  just  named  Mr.  Conant  may 
be  said  to  have  been  a professional  mechanical  ex- 
pert and  inventor.  About  1852  he  invented  a pair 
of  “lasting  pinchers”  for  the  use  of  shoemakers, 
obtaining  a patent.  He  then  worked  in  Boston  and 
Worcester  in  various  shops,  and  from  the  latter 
place  went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  soon  was 
engaged  at  Colt’s  firearm  manufactory.  While  in 
Hartford  he  made  a drawing  for  Christian  Sharp, 
-the  inventor  of  the  “Sharp  rifle,”  and  assisted  that 
gentleman  in  'constructing  machines  for  making 
projectiles.  In  1856  he  invented  and  patented  an 
improvement  known  as  the  “gas  check,”  which  was 
•considered  so  important  that  the  United  States  and 
British  Governments  immediately  ordered  its  ap- 
plication to  all  arms  manufactured  for  them  by  the 
Sharp  Rifle  Company.  That  same  year  he  con- 
structed a machine  for  Samuel  Slater  & Sons,  of 
Webster,  Mass.,  for  sewing  the  selvage  on  doe 
skins,  which  was  very  successful,  and  has  been  in  use 
ever  since. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Mr.  Conant  first 
turned  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  machin- 
ery used  in  thread  manufacture.  He  constructed  a 
■machine  for  dressing  sewing  thread  and  invented 
an  automatic  machine  for  winding  spool  cotton,  for 
which  he  secured  a patent.  After  inspecting  the 
machine  the  Willimantic  Linen  Company  purchased 
one  half  of  the  patent  right  and  Feb.  i,  1859,  en- 
gaged Mr.  Conant  as  a mechanical  expert  on  a three 


years’  contract.  Mr.  Conant  remained  with  this 
company  for  nine  years,  renewing  his  three  years’ 
contract  twice.  In  1864  he  visited  Europe  in  the 
interests  of  the  Willimantic  Company  and  inspected 
many  of  the  large  thread  establishments  in  the 
Old  World,  among  them  the  great  works  of  J.  & 
P.  Coats  and  of  the  Messrs.  Clark,  in  Paisley,  Scot- 
land. From  1865  to  1868,  the  last  three  years  of 
his  nine  years’  service,  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  Willimantic  Linen  Company.  Removing  to  Paw- 
tucket, he  there  organized  the  Conant  Thread  Com- 
pany, with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000,  and 
became  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation  and  mana- 
ger of  the  works.  The  first  factory  was  immediately 
erected  and  put  in  operation.  This  was  a wooden 
structure  100  feet  long,  40  feet  wide  and  two  stories 
in  height.  In  May,  1869,  Conant  again  went  to 
Europe,  and  effected  a combination  with  J.  & P. 
Coats,  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  the  leading  manufactur- 
ers of  thread  in  the  world,  by  which  that  firm  became 
a partner  in  the  Pawtucket  enterprise.  Mr.  Conant 
returned  in  June  and  with  the  large  capital  thus  at 
his  disposal  proceeded  to  enlarge  the  plant  in  order 
to  manufacture  the  Coats  thread.  The  work  of 
erecting  new  buildings  was  at  once  begun.  Mill 
No.  2,  300  feet  X 70  feet  and  four  stories  in  height, 
was  finished  April  i,  1870;  the  bleachery  was  com- 
pleted in  1871 ; a large  spinning  mill,  three  stories 
high,  was  started  in  1873,  and  was  known  as  No.  3 ; 
Mill  No.  4,  ecjuipped  with  twisting  and  spinning 
machinery,  was  built  in  1876;  a dye  house  was  built 
in  1877,  and  in  1881  Mill  No.  5,  which  is  about  as 
large  as  Nos.  3 and  4 together,  was  erected.  Pre- 
vious  to  1873  the  yarn  was  imported  from  Scotland. 
A great  deal  of  the  machinery  put  into  these  mills 
was  of  English  manufacture,  but  Mr.  Conant’s  in- 
ventions were  used  in  some  of  the  departments. 
In  the  start  a great  many  of  the  operatives  of  these 
mills  were  brought  from  Scotland,  and  were  skilled 
workers,  wdio  had  been  trained  in  the  factories  at 
Paisley. 

During  all  this  period  of  development  Mr.  Con- 
ant had  continued  to  be  treasurer  and  manager,  and 
the  splendid  organization  of  the  great  establishment 
is  due  to  his  executive  ability  and  his  genius  for 
mechanical  arrangement.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Con- 
ant’s death  the  mammoth  concern  employed  upward 
of  2,400  persons,  and  without  doubt  was  the  largest, 
the  best  arranged,  the  best  equipped  and  the  best 
organized  establishment  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
Until  1893  the  establishment  was  operated  under 
the  name  of  the  Conant  Thread  Company,  but  since 
that  time  it  has  been  conducted  as  one  of  the 
branches  of  J.  & P.  Coats  (Limited). 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Conant’s  death  the  w'orks 
covered  about  forty  acres  of  land  and  the  capital 
invested  was  nearly  $5,000,000.  Its  employees  have 
been  exceptional  among  industrial  operatives  in  the 
matter  of  wages  received,  considerate  treatment  by 
the  mill  management,  and  the  facility  with  which 
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they  have  been  able  to  become  thrifty  and  prosper- 
ous home  owners.  The  section  of  Pawtucket  where 
these  factories  are  located  has  been  transformed 
from  a wilderness  of  brush  and  woods  into  a place 
of  homes,  schools  and  churches. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Conant  suggests  the  reflec- 
tion that  he  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  individual, 
had  been  instrumental  in  giving  to  Pawtucket  the 
solid  industrial  prestige  which  it  now  enjoys.  When 
he  came  to  Pawtucket  from  other  fields  of  effort  in 
which  he  had  been  notably  successful  Pawtucket 
was  far  from  being  the  industrial  hive  it  is  now.  In 
fact,  with  the  establishment  of  the  thread  factory, 
which  Mr.  Conant  inaugurated  modestly  at  first  and 
gradually  developed  into  a concern  of  international 
repute  and  phenomenal  success,  may  have  said  to 
have  taken  place  the  beginning  of  the  Pawtucket  of 
to-day.  No  one  enterprise  has  in  a greater  degree 
contributed  directly  and  indirectly  to  the  material 
growth  and  prosperity  of  both  Pawtucket  and  Cen- 
tral Falls  than  the  works  of  the  Conant  Thread 
Company.  The  constructive  influence  of  INIr.  Con- 
ant was  not  confined  to  thread  manufacture,  but  ex- 
tended to  other  lines,  in  which  he  won  the  same 
success.  Caring  for,  directing  and  managing  such 
an  immense  enterprise  as  the  great  thread  works 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  absorb  the  entire 
energy’  of  most  men,  but  Mr.  Conant  did  not  allow 
it  to  exclude  his  interest  ‘in  other  pursuits,  which 
were  many  and  varied  in  the  industrial  and  bank- 
ing world.  He  .was.  largely  interested  in  a variety 
of  Rhode  Island  enterprises,  in  the  directorates  of 
which  he  was  a prominent  factor,  and  which  derived 
from  his  association  with  them  much  of  the  success 
which  they  have  achieved.  He  was  a director  in  the 
three  original  banks  of  Pawtucket — the  Slater  Na- 
tional, the  First  National  and  the  Pacific  National 
P)anks,  having  been  for  many  years  president  of 
the  last  named,  and  as  well  president  and  director 
of  the  Pawtucket  Institution  for  Savings.  He  was 
also  president  and  director  of  the  American  Yarn 
Manufacturing  Company,  the  American  Textile 
Company  and  the  Hope  Webbing  Company,  and  a 
director  of  the  Lorraine  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  reorganized  the 
Narragansett  Machine  Company.  The  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  banking  interests,  when  the  three  original 
national  banks  were  absorbed  by  trust  companies, 
was  due  to  him.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was 
a force  in  financial  circles. 

In  the  welfare  of  his  native  town  of  Dudley, 
IMass.,  Mr.  Conant  manifested  great  interest.  There, 
with  his  family,  he  spent  his  summers.  At  his  ex- 
pense the  old  and  dilapidated  buildings  of  the 
Nichols  Academy  were  resuscitated,  new  school 
edifices  and  dormitories  erected,  an  astronomical 
observatory  built  and  equipped,  and  a fine  library 
and  reading  room  provided.  In  speaking  of  the 
munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Conant  to  Nichols  Academy 
“The  Academy  Bell,”  the  official  publication  of  that 
institution  of  learning,  had  the  following  to  say. 


editorially,  under  the  caption  “Hezekiah  Conant” : 
“Seldom  do  we  find  an  old  'institution  of  learning 
which  has  not  had  associated  with  it  in  some  capa- 
city a character  which  has  given  to  it  in  time  of 
need  either  educational  leadership  or  financial  as- 
sistance. 

“Nichols  is  no  exception  to  this  rule,  but  holds 
highest  among  her  benefactors  the  name  of  Heze- 
kiah Conant.  Such  was  her  need  when  he  came  to 
the  rescue  that  one  of  her  graduates  in  a recent 
article  said:  Tt  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Nichols 
Academy  would  have  terminated  its  work  years  ago 
but  for  the  timely  assistance  of  Hezekiah  Conant. 

“But  every  friend  of  Nichols  is  so  familiar  with 
that  assistance  that  there  is  no  need  of  relating  it 
in  detail.  So  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  school  this  excellent  like- 
ness of  its  ‘Second  Founder’  and  with  it  a pen- 
picture  of  his  character  as  taken  from  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  As- 
sociation at  the  time  of  his  death.  , 

“He  brought  to  his  life  work  an  unusual  keen- 
ness of  intelligence,  especially  in  all  mechanical 
matters,  and  by  thrift,  painstaking  industry,  energy 
and  perseverance,  he  succeeded  in  raising  himself 
to  a position  of  honor  and  influence  which  few  men 
are  permitted  to  enjoy. 

“Simple  and  democratic  in  his  habits,  he  allowed 
no  material  prosperity  to  destroy  those  early  tastes 
which  made  him  love  the  common  people,  and  en- 
deavor by  his  example  to  aid  all  who  were  striving 
for  those  things  which  he  had  obtained.  A man  of 
unimpeachable  integrity,  honest  in  speech  and  deed, 
believing  with  peculiar  strength  of  conviction  in 
sacredness  of  a bond  or  contract,  for  more  than  a 
generation  he  made  honorable  and  fair  among  us 
the  name  and  position  of  a Christian  merchant,  and 
aided  by  substantial  generosity  in  the  support  and 
adornment  .of  many  religious,  philanthropic  and 
educational  institutions.  As  an  Association,  com- 
posed of  those  who  represent  the  business  life  of 
this  city,  we  wish  to  put  on  record  our  admiration 
and  honor  for  him  as  a financier,  and  administrator 
of  the  many  influential  organizations  in  which  he 
has  held  prominent  positions  of  trust. 

“To  his  cool,  impartial  judgment  the  merchants 
and  bankers  associated  with  him  were  accustomed 
to  defer,  and  no  higher  testimony  to  his  financial 
skill  and  weightiness  in  council  can  be  given  than 
the  prosperity  attained  by  the  various  corporations 
with  which  his  name  has  been  so  signally  connected. 

“This  city  bred  many  sons  of  strong  mental  and 
moral  fibre,  possessing  natural  qualities  of  execu- 
tive business  ability,  but  surely  no  name  will  be 
remembered  with  higher  esteem  than  that  of  the 
quiet  but  masterful  spirit  who  has  now  entered  into 
an  ampler  sphere  of  joy  and  service.” 

One  of  the  most  noteworthy  acts  of  Mr.  Con- 
ant’s  life  was  the  erection  at  his  own  cost  of  a hand- 
some church  edifice  to  replace  the  old  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Dudley,  which  was  destroyed  by 
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fire  June  3,  1890.  The  only  conditions  coupled  with 
this  gift  were  that  the  donor  might  have  the  right 
to  put  in  a memorial  window  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  his  family  and  ancestry,  and  that  he 
and  his  heirs  would  have  a right  to  one  pew  free  of 
tax.  The  corner-stone  of  the  edifice  was  laid  Oct. 
16,  1890,  the  bell  was  consecrated  Sept.  29,  1891, 
and  the  church  was  dedicated  Dec.  17,  1891.  The 
edifice  is  of  brick,  with  underpinning  and  basement 
of  granite,  and  trimmings  of  sandstone.  It  is  in 
the  Romanesque  style  of  architecture,  70  feet  in 
length  by  44  feet  in  width,  and  has  a bell  tower  in 
the  center  of  the  front  facade  16  feet  square  and  78 
feet  high.  The  church  is  now  known  as  the  Conant 
Memorial.  The  memorial  window  put  in  by  Mr. 
Conant  represents  the  celebrated  historic  event  in 
the  life  of  his  ancestor,  Roger  Conant,  when  he 
acted  as  peacemaker  between  Capt.  Miles  Standish 
and  Capt.*  Hewes,  who  with  their  followers  were 
about  to  come  to  blows  about  a fishing  stage  at  Cape 
Ann.  This  scene  is  certainly  appropriate  for  a 
temple  of  “peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men.”  Mr. 
Conant  was  a devout  member  of  the  Pawtucket 
Congregational  Church  and  ever  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  same.  He  was  trustee  of  the  church 
for  many  years. 

In  many  ways  outside  of  his  business  did  iMr. 
Conant  manifest  his  pre-eminent  inventive  power. 
The  clock  on  the  memorial  church  at  Dudley  has 
a number  of  very  ingenious  improvements  made  by 
him.  In  1886  he  presented  to  the  Pawtucket  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association  a remarkable  clock  of  his 
own  invention.  It  has  three  dials,  one  showing 
solar  and  another  sidereal  time,  and  the  third  shows 
the  progress  of  the  sun,  moon  and  earth  throughout 
the  year. 

Mr.  Conant  was  a stalwart  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  although  he 
was  a prominent  factor  in  the  councils  of  the  party 
he  never  cared  for  public  office,  refusing  that  party’s 
nomination  for  governor  of  the  State  in  1891. 

Mr.  Conant  was  married,  on  Oct.  4,  1853,  to 
Sarah  Williams  Learned,  daughter  of  Col.  Morris 
and  Elizabeth  (Eaton)  Learned,  of  Dudley.  She 
died  July  17,  1855,  and  in  November,  1859,  he  was 
married  to  Harriet  Knight  Learned,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife.  She  died  July  6,  1864.  at  Willimantic, 
Conn.  She  was  a direct  descendant  through  the  Ea- 
ton and  Eliot  families  of  Rev.  John  Eliot,  “the  apos- 
tle to  the  Indians,”  who  translated  the  Bible  for 
them. 

On  Dec.  5.  1865,  Mr.  Conant  was  married  to 
Mary  Eaton,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  P.  and  Har- 
riet (Eaton)  Knight.  His  only  children,  a son  and  a 
daughter,  were  born  to  the  second  marriage,  and 
were:  Samuel  Morris,  born  Dec.  9,  1861  ; and  Edith 
Adina,  born  Sept.  19,  1863,  who  married  Feb.  4, 
1885,  George  M.  Thornton,  of  Pawtucket,  treasurer 
of  the  Union  Wadding  Company. 

Mr.  Conant  died  at  his  home  in  Clay  street, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Jan.  22,  1902,  and  the  esteem  in 


which  he  was  held  by  his  friends  and  fellow-citizens 
was  fully  shown  by  the  large  and  representative 
assemblage  which  gathered  at  his  late  home  on  the 
day  of  his  funeral  to  unite  in  the  last  offices  of 
friendship  and  affection.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  the  family  vault  in  his  native  home,  Dudley, 
Massachusetts. 

Samuel  Morris  Conant  was  born  in  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  Dec.  9,  1861,  at  tbe  time  his  father,  the 
late  Hezekiah  Conant,  was  agent  of  the  Willimantic 
Linen  Company.  At  the  age  of  six  he  moved  to 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  with  his  father,  and  entered  the 
English  and  Classical  Department  of  the  Mowry  & 
Goff  School,  Providence.  In  1879  he  left  school 
and  traveled  for  nearly  a year  with  his  family,  visit- 
ing Florida  and  Europe.  On  his  return,  in  1880,  he 
entered  the  mills  of  the  Conant  Thread  Company, 
and  for  five  years  thereafter  was  associated  with 
Edwin  R.  Bullock,  doing  mechanical  drafting  and 
mill  engineering.  During  this  period  of  five  years 
he  studied  art  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in 
Boston  for  six  months,  and  also  lithographing  and 
process  printing  at  the  Forbes  Lithograph  Mfg. 
Company,  of  Boston.  In  1886,  after  a second  jour- 
ney to  Europe,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Adam 
Sutcliffe,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  manufacturers' 
printing  of  all  kinds.  This  business  was  incorpor- 
ated, and  augmented  a few  years  later  by  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Salisbury  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Providence,  and  the  concern,  which  has  had  a phe- 
nomenal growth,  is  generally  known  by  the  latter 
name.  Mr.  Conant  is  the  president  of  and  the  larg- 
est stockholder  in  this  organization.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  American  Yam  Manufacturing 
Company,  president  of  the  H.  Conant  Real  Estate 
Company,  and  vice-president  of  the  American  Tex- 
tile Company,  a lace  making  concern,  which  he  in- 
troduced to  Rhode  Island  capitalists  after  his  third 
trip  abroad,  in  1898.  Mr.  Conant  is  also  a director 
on  the  boards  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  and 
the  Hope  Webbing  Company  of  Pawtucket,  and 
he  is  also  associated  with  a number  of  social  and 
charitable  organizations  of  Rhode  Island  and  pat- 
riotic societies  of  Massachusetts,  including  the  Hope 
Club,  Providence  Art  Club,  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  ToKalon  Club,  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s 
Association,  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  Sons  of 
American  Revolution.  In  June,  1903,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Conant  Family  Association. 

Mr.  Conant  married,  in  1887,  Nellie  Buell  Fer- 
guson, daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  Ferguson,  of  Lan- 
singburg,  N.  Y.,  who  was  killed  at  the  explosion  of 
Fort  Fisher  toward  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  They 
have  had  six  children,  namely:  (i)  Roger  Fer- 
guson died  Dec.  27,  1905,  in  his  eighteenth  year, 
while  a freshman  in  Harvard  College.  (2)  Morris 
Ferguson  is  a student  at  Brown  University,  in  the 
class  of  1910.  (3)  Sylvia  Ferguson  is  a student  at 

Walnut  Hill  School,  Natick,  Mass.  (4)  Harriet 
Knight  Ferguson  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
(5)  Hezekiah  Nelson  is  a student  at  the  Moses 
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Brown  School,  of  Providence.  (6)  Eleanor  Fergu- 
son is  a student  at  Miss  Wheeler’s  school  of  Provi- 
dence. 

In  the  settlement  of  his  father’s  estate  Mr.  Con- 
ant  takes  the  Dudley  property.  He  brings  to  the  old 
town  an  ardent  love  for  the  place  which  he  has  held 
since  boyhood.  Although  not  an  alumnus  of  the 
Nichols  Academy  he  has  a strong  filial  love  for  the 
institution  which  has  received  so  much  at  his 
father’s  hands,  and  he  is  determined  to  be  associated 
with  the  welfare  and  best  interests  of  the  town. 

SHEFFIELD.  At  almost  the  very  dawn  of  the 
settlement  of  Rhode  Island  came  to  it  the  forerun- 
ner of  the  Sheffield  family,  and  throughout  the  Colon- 
ial period  and  that  of  the  Commonwealth  the  name 
has  been  continuous  with  its  history  and  more  or  less 
prominent,  especially  conspicuous  during  the  last 
fifty  and  more  years.  Such  members  of  the  family 
as  the  late  Hon.  John  G.  Sheffield  and  the,  late  Hon. 
William  Paine  Sheffield,  of  Newport,  whose 
achievements  as  a writer  in  historical  lines  and  long 
public  career  as  State  legislator,  and  as  well  one  of 
the  nation,  as  a representative  in  both  houses  of  the 
United  States  Congress,  have  earned  for  its  dis- 
tinction ; while  the  latter’s  son  and  namesake,  Hon. 
William  Paine,  Jr.,  a lawyer  of  prominence  in  New- 
port, is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  It 
is  the  purpose  here  to  deal  only  with  the  family 
and  lineage  of  the  late  Hon.  William  Paine  Shef- 
field. 

Born  Aug.  30,  1819,  in  the  town  of  New  Shore- 
ham  (now  Block  Island),  R.  L,  Mr.  Sheffield  was 
a son  of  George  G.  and  Eliza  (Paine)  Sheffield, 
and  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Joseph,  his  lineage  being  through  Ichabod,  Joseph 
(^),  Edmund,  Josiah,  Edmund  (2)  and  George  G. 
Sheffield.  These  generations  in  detail,  and  in  order 
named,  follow : 

(I)  Joseph  Sheffield,  it  is  stated  in  “American 
Ancestry,”  was  the  first  moderator  of  the  first  town 
meeting  of  Portsmouth  of  which  there  is  any  record. 

(H)  Ichabod  Sheffield,  with  whom  Austin  in  his 
Genealogical  Dictionary  starts  the  Rhode  Island 
Sheffields,  born  in  1626,  married  in  1660  Mary, 
daughter  of  George  and  Frances  Parker.  He  was 
of  Portsmouth  and  Newport,  R.  I.,  probably  a 
freeman,  1655,  said  by  Savage  to  be  of  Dover,  1658, 
and  may  have  removed  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He 
was  deputy  in  1690.  He  died  Feb.  4,  1712,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Clifton  burying-ground.  Issue : Jo- 
seph, Mary,  Nathaniel,  Ichabod  and  Amos. 

(HI)  Joseph  Sheffield  (2),  born  Aug.  22,  1661, 
married  Feb.  12,  1685,  iSIary  Shrieve  Sheriff, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha,  and  was  of  New- 
port. Mr.  Sheffield  was  deputy  in  1696,  and  as- 
sistant from  1696  to  1705.  excepting  1697.  He  was 
appointed  agent  of  the  Colony  to  England  in  1700 
and  again  in  1703. . He  was  attorney-general  in 
1704,  1705  and  1706.  His  name  is  connected  with 


other  important  transactions  of  the  Colony.  He 
died  in  1706,  and  his  wife  in  that  same  year.  Issue : 
Joseph,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Benjamin,  Edmund,  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth.  ' 

(IV)  Edmund  Sheffield,  born  April  5,  1694, 
married  April  5,  1719,  Sarah  Gardner,  and  was  of 
Newport,  North  Kingstown  and  Block  Island.  " In 
1758  he  was  a farmer  on  Block  Island.  His  name  in 
1762  was  connected  with  measures  looking  to  the 
improvement  of  the  great  pond  for  a harbor  and 
fisheries. 

(V)  Josiah  Sheffield  married,  Jan.  8,  1761, 
Mary  Gardner.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
New  Shoreham  in  1760.  Issue,  as  of  record  in  New 
Shoreham:  George,  born  Jan.  6,  1762,  who  died 
Nov.  23,  1766;  Susanna,  born  Dec,  7,  1765;  Ed- 
mund, born  Dec.  7,  1765  ; and  Sarah,  born  Dec.  20, 
1767. 

(\T)  Edmund  Sheffield  (2),  born  Dec.  7,  1765, 
married  Jan.  28,  1790,  Mercy  Littlefield,  daughter 
of  Caleb  Littlefield.  Issue,  as  of  record  in  New 
Shoreham:  Josiah,  born  Oct.  10,  1790;  George  G., 
Feb.  24,  1792;  Nathaniel  L.,  Feb.  i,  1794;  Phebe, 
March  10,  1800;  Mary  L.,  Oct.  5,  1802;  and  Peggy 
Ann,  Jan.  9,  1808. 

(VH)  George  G.  Sheffield,  born  F/eb.  24,  1792, 
married  Jan.  4,  1816,  Eliza  Paine,  daughter  of 
William  L.  and  Mary  (Clark)  Paine,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a farmer  of  New  Shoreham,  Block 
Island.  Mr.  Sheffield  died  in  May,  1871,  at  Lyme, 
Conn.,  where  he  had  lived  a few  years  prior  to  his 
death.  In  early  life  he  was  a Jeffersonian  Demo- 
crat, but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  1856,  he  became  associated  with  that  party. 
He  was  actively  engaged  in  town  and  political  af- 
fairs, and  held  various  offices  of  trust  and  honor. 
Among  the  more  important  positions  he  held  was 
that  of  representative  of  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  several  terms. 

(VHI)  William  Paine  Sheffield,  son  of 
George  G.,  was  educated  in  the  Kingston  (R.  1.) 
Academy,  and  by  private  tutors,  after  which  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law.  In  1841  he  was  a delegate  to 
the  “Landholders’  Convention,”  which  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  framing  a new  constitution,  and 
in  1842  he  was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
standing  firmly  for  law  and  order,  as  against  “Dorr- 
ism.”  While  pursuing  his  law  studies,  in  1843 
and  1844,  he  was  in  those  years  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  from  New  Shoreham.  He  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  Law  School  in  1844,  and 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island  in  that  same 
year.  Beginning  the  practice  of  law  in  the  town  of 
Tiverton  young  Sheffield  was  brought  into  intimately 
friendly  relations  with  Hon.  Job  Durfee,  which  were 
not  without  profit  to  himself  as  well  as  pleasure.  He 
was  again  elected  a member  of  the  Lower  House  of 
the  State  from  Tiverton  in  1849,  1851  and  1852. 
Soon  thereafter  he  removed  to  Newport,  where  his 
talents  and  ability  were  recognized,  and  served  as 
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a representative  from  that  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  from  1857  to  1861  inclusive,  re- 
maining in  the  General  Assembly  until 
he  was  chosen  to  the  XXXVIIth  Congress 
as  a Unionist  in  . i860,  and  served  one 
term,  from  July  4,  1861,  to  March  3,  1863.  In  the 
latter  year  he  was  again  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Rhode  Island  by  the  citizens  of  Newport, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1873  and  1874 
was  annually  re-elected  until  1884.  He  was  ap- 
pointed in  1884,  by  Governor  Bourn,  to  fill  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Henry  B.  Anthony  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  serving  from  Nov.  19th  of  that  year 
until  Feb.  22,  1885,  when  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  the  Legislature.  While  in  the  Assembly  from 
Newport  Mr.  Sheffield  served  many  years  with 
ability  as  a member  of  the  standing  committee  of 
the  House  on  Judiciary.  In  1869  he  served  on  the 
select  committee  to  revise  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  was  more  influential  than  any  other  member  in 
framing  the  statutes  as  they  now  stand.  Having 
been  so  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  legislation  of 
the  State  from  the  beginning,  he  was  generally 
regarded  as  an  exceptionally  able  exponent  of  the 
Rhode  Island  law.  He  served  the  State  with  marked 
faithfulness  for  nearly  a third  of  a century,  and 
left  his  impress  on  all  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island 
throughout  that  period,  and  as  stated  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Rhode  Island  Constitutional  Convention 
in  1841,  and  of  the  one  that  framed  the  existing 
•constitution  in  1842.  Mr.  Sheffield  was  a ready  and 
forcible  speaker  in  courtrooms  and  legal  halls,  and 
an  able  writer,  especially  on  historical  subjects.  His 
publications  include  many  speeches  and  mono- 
graphs, especially  concerning  alterations  on  the  con- 
stitution of  Rhode  Island.  In  1876  was  published 
his  “Historical  Sketch  of  Rhode  Island,”  and  the 
•same  year  his  “Historical  Address  on  the  City  of 
Newport.”  In  1882  he  published  the  “Rhode  Island 
Privateers,”  and  in  1897  “Random  Notes  on  the 
'Government  of  Rhode  Island.”  He  also  published 
the  biography  of  Samuel  Gorton,  the  monograph 
■on  “Modes  of  Altering  the  Constitution  of  Rhode 
Island,”  and  the  speeches  made  by  him  while  a 
member  of  Congress.  Mr.  Sheffield’s  active  prac- 
tice of  the  law  covered  a period  of  more  than  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  after  achieving  a signal  success 
in  his  profession,  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death 
he  lived  retired  from  active  work. 

In  recognition  of  his  high  standing  Brown  Uni- 
versity conferred  upon  him  the  degrees  of  A.  M.  and 
LL.  D.  He  was  very  prominent  in  the  local  affairs 
of  Newport,  being  in  early  life  a leader  in  its  finan- 
cial circles  and  served  as  a director  of  the  Newport 
Water  Works  from  its  organization  in  1876  until 
his  death.  He  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  cor- 
poration known  as  the  Redwood  Library,  of  which 
he  was  a director  for  more  than  half  a century. 
From  its  foundation  he  had  also  served  as  president 
and  director  of  the  People’s  Free  Library,  continu- 
ing as  such  until  his  death.  Mr.  Sheffield  delivered 


the  address  at  the  dedication  of  the  monument  to 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  receive  the  French  delegates  in  Rhode 
Island  on  their  visit  to  this  country  to  participate  in 
the  Yorktown  celebration. 

In  1847  Mr.  Sheffield  was  married  to  Lilias 
White  Sanford,  daughter  of  Samuel  Sanford,  of 
Boston,  a descendant  of  John  Sanford  (1631),  of 
the  same  city,  but  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Rhode 
Island.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  marriage : 
Lilias,  who  is  living  at  home,  unmarried ; Mary,  the 
wife  of  George  Andrews  Moriarity,  of  Boston ; and 
William  P.,  Jr. 

William  P.  Sheffield,  Sr.,  passed  away  at  his 
home  in  Newport,  on  June  2,  1907,  and  in  his  death 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  lost  one  of  its  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens  and  the  Bar  one  of  its  ablest  and 
most  dignified  members. 

(IX)  William  Paine  Sheffield,  Jr.,  son  of 
the  late  William  Paine,  was  born  June  i,  1857,  in 
Newport,  R.  I.  After  obtaining  the  rudiments  of 
an  education  in  private  schools  at  home,  young  Shef- 
field entered  Phillips  Andover  Academy,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  honor  in  1873.  He  was 
graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1877,  with  the 
highest  honors  of  his  class.  A^ter  this  event,  having- 
decided  upon  the  law  as  his  profession,  Mr.  Sheffield 
went  abroad  and  studied  civil  and  Roman  law  in 
the  Department  of  Law  in  the  University  of  Paris, 
France.  He  was  prepared  for  the  Bar  under  the 
direction  of  his  father  and  at  the  Harvard  Law 
School.  After  his  admission  to  the  Bar  of  his  native 
State,  in  March,  1880,  he  began  the  practice  of  law 
at  Newport.  Here  he  has  since  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  professional  duties  and  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  For  several  years 
following  1889  he  served  Newport  as  city  solicitor. 
From  1885  to  1894  he  was  a member  of  the  school 
committee,  and  for  a part  of  the  time  its  chairman. 
He  has  been  greatly  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters, and  labored  intelligently  to  promote  progres- 
sive and  practical  methods  of  instruction  in  his 
town  and  county.  He  has  long  advocated  a system 
of  manual  training  in  the  public  schools,  and  in 
1886,  associated  with  others,  instituted  (and  main- 
tained) in  Newport  private  instruction  for  boys  in 
wood-working. 

As  a Republican  Colonel  Sheffield,  a title  he 
earned  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  George 
Peabody  Wetmore,  1885-1887,  was  chosen  a mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  in 
1885  from  Newport,  and  served  in  that  body  1885- 
87,  1889-90  and  1894-96,  worthily  bearing  his 
honors  and  sustaining  the  family  reputation.  Years 
prior  to  this  legislative  experience  Colonel  Sheffield, 
from  1880  to  1884,  served  as  State  commissioner  on 
the  affairs  of  the  Narragansett  Indians.  In  1906,  at 
the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter  granted 
the  city  of  Newport,  Colonel  Sheffield  was  elected 
a member  of  the  representative  council  from  the 
Third  ward  for  the  one-year  term,  and  at  the  first 
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meeting  of  that  body  was  its  unanimous  choice  for 
the  office  of  president.  In  1907  he  was  again 
elected  to  that  body,  for  the  three-year  term.  He 
is  now  a director  of  the  Redwood  Library  and  at 
one  time  was  its  secretary ; is  a treasurer  of  the 
Newport  Hospital,  of  the  People’s  Library,  of  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Newport,  and  in  1907  was  elected 
a director  of  the  Newport  Water  Works  to  suc- 
ceed his  late  father.  He  is  identified  with  other 
financial  as  well  as  with  charitable  institutions. 

On  Oct.  16,  1889,  Mr.  Sheffield  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Stevens  Burdick,  and  they  have  eight 
children,  as  follows : Margaret  Burdick,  William 
Paine,  Mary  Alorse,  Samuel  Sanford,  Lilias  S., 
Katharine  R.,  Frances  and  Elizabeth. 

COTTON.  The  Cotton  "family  of  Plymouth 
Colony  was  one  of  the  most  learned  and  con- 
spicuous in  its  religious  history,  the  emigrant 
ancestor.  Rev.  John  Cotton,  having  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  most  distinguished  divine  that 
came  from  England  in  the  first  age.  His 
son  John,  and  the  latter’s  son  John,  too,  were 
ministers,  and  through  that  line  came  the  New- 
port (Rhode  Island)  branch  of  the  Cotton  fam- 
ily, which  worthily  perpetuated  the  name.  The 
Newport  settler.  Dr.  Charles  Cotton,  was  a dis- 
tinguished physician,  surgeon  and  patriot  of  the 
war  of  1812,  and  his  son,  the  late  "Dr.”  William 
H.  Cotton,  was  long  that  city's  leading  druggist, 
and  among  its  most  useful  citizens.  It  is  with 
these  men  this  article  is  to  deal,  and  what  fol- 
lows will  be  found  in  chronological  order. 

(I)  John  Cotton,  son  of  Rowland  Cotton, 
Esq.,  a lawyer  of  Derby,  England,  born  there 
Dec.  4,  1585,  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Hor- 
rocks,  and  (second)  Sarah  Story.  Mr.  Cotton 
entered  the  university  at  Cambridge  when  only 
thirteen  years  of  age.  He  was  bred  at  Trinity, 
where  he  took  his  A.  M.  in  1606.  He  became  a 
fellow  of  Emanuel  College  and  was  soon  head 
lecturer,  dean  and  then  catechist,  and  gained 
high  reputation  for  learning  and  brilliancy. 
While  connected  with  the  college  he  imbibed 
Puritan  opinions,  and  about  1612  became  min- 
ister at  Boston,  Lincolnshire.  Here  he  preached 
twenty-one  years,  and  was  by  change  of  the  corpo- 
Yation  made  vicar.  He  came  to  New  England 
with  several  of  his  parish  in  the  ship  “Griffin,” 
arriving  Sept.  4th,  1633,  with  his  wife,  Sarah, 
and  their  first  child  was  named,  when  baptized. 
Seaborn,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  birth. 
He  was  received  at  the  church  on  the  Sunday 
following,  and  on  Oct.  loth  was  ordained 
teacher  of  that  church.  He  was  made  a freeman 
May  4,  1634.  Mr.  Cotton  was  a scholar  of  pro- 
found learning.  He  was  a critic  in  Greek,  wrote 
Latin  with  elegance  and  could  discourse  in  Hebrew. 
His  pulpit  oratory  was  distinguished  by  simplicity. 
He  died  Dec.  23,  1652.  His  children,  all  born  to  the 
second  marriage,  were : Seaborn,  born  in  1633  on 


passage;  Sarah,  born  in  1635;  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1637;  John,  born  in  1640;  Mary,  born  in  1642;  and 
Rowland,  born  in  1643. 

(H)  John  Cotton  (2),  born  in  1640,  married 
in  1660  Joanna,  daughter  of  Bray  Rossiter,  of 
Wethersfield,  Conn.  Mr.  Cotton  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1657.  He  was  a min- 
ister at  Wethersfield,  and  made  a freeman  of 
Connecticut  in  1661,  but  removed,  without  set- 
tling, back  to  his  native  town.  He  preached  at 
Guilford,  Conn.,  in  1664,  and  was  ordained  at 
Plymouth  June  30,  1669.  He  was  for  nearly 
twenty-eight  years  minister  there,  then  in  1798 
went  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  was  minister 
there  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
(Oct.  12,  1702.  Mr.  Cotton  was  eminent  for  his 
acquaintance  with  the  Indian  language.  He 
frequently  preached  to  the  aborigines  at  Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard  and  Plymouth,  and  revised  and 
corrected  the  whole  of  'Eliot’s  Indian  Bible 
(Cambridge,  1685).  His  children  were:  John, 
born  in  1^1;  Elizabeth;  Rowland,  born  in  1667; 
Maria,  in  1672;  Josiah,  in  1675;  Samuel,  in  1678; 
Josiah  (2),  in  1680;  Theophilus,  in  1682;  Ann; 
and  Lydia. 

(HI)  Josiah  Cotton,  born  in  1675,  married 
in  1708,  Hannah  Sturtevant,  and  their  children 
were:  Hannah,  born  in  1709,  married  Thomas 
Phillips  and  William  Dyer;  Mary,  born  in  1710, 
married  John  Cushing;  John,  born  in  1712; 
Bethiah,  born  in  i/14,  married  Abiel  Pulsifer; 
Theophilus,  born  in  i7it);  Lucy,  born  in  1718, 
married  Charles  Dyer;  Josiah,  born  in  1720; 
Edward,  born  in  1722;  Josiah  (2),  born  in  1724; 
Edward  (2),  born  in  1726;  Rowland,  born  in 
1727,  and  Morgan,  born  in  1730,  married 
Thomas  Sawyer. 

(IV)  John  Cotton,  born  in  1712,  married 
Hannah  Sturtevant,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and 
their  children  were:  Josiah,  born  in  1747;  Han- 
nah, born  in  1748,  married  Ebenezer  Nye  ; Mary, 
born  in  1750;  John,  born  in  1753;  Sophia,  born 

17555  Rossiter,  born  in  1758;  Joanna,  born  in 
1760;  Sophia  (2),  born  in  1762,  married  Seth 
Parker,  of  Falmouth,  Mass.;  Sarah,  born  in  1763, 
married  Jesse  Harlow;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1765; 
Lucy,  born  in  1768,  married  Charles  Jackson;  and 
Ward,  born  in  1770,  married  Rebecca  Jackson. 

(V)  Rossiter  Cotton,  born  in  1758,  married, 
in  1783,  Priscilla,  daughter  of  Thomas  Jackson, 
and  to  them  came  children  as  follows : Thomas 
Jackson,  born  in  1785,  married  Phebe  Stephens; 
Charles,  born  in  1788;  Polly,  born  in  1792;  Ros- 
siter, born  in  1794:  Sophia,  born  in  1796,  mar- 
ried William  L.  Gordon  ; Rossiter  IMather,  born 
in  1798;  John  Winslow,  born  in  1800;  Rowland 
Edwin,  born  in  1802;  and  William  Cushing, 
born  in  1804. 

(VI)  Charles  Cotton,  son  of  Rossiter  and 
IViscilla  (Jackson)  Cotton,  born  Oct.  7,  1788, 
in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  married  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
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Mary  Northam,  who  died  March  I2,  1876, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  T.  and  Mary  (Lang- 
ley) Northam.  Mr.  Cotton  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1806,  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.,  and  in  1812  received  from  that  institution 
the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  was  a pupil  of  Dr. 
James  Thatcher,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.  Early  in 
the  year  1811  he  received  the  appointment  of 
surgeon’s  mate  on  the  frigate  “Constitution,” 
and  on  April  2d  following  received  his  commis- 
sion as  such  officer  in  the  United  States  Navy. 
In  October,  1812,  he  was  assigned  to  the  “Hor- 
net,” under  Capt.  Lawrence.  In  April,  1813,  he 
was  commissioned  as  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N.  He 
was  on  board  the  “Constitution”  at  the  time  she 
carried  as  a passenger  the  Hon.  John  Jay  to 
France.  Subsequently  he  was  stationed  at  the 
Charlestown  (Mass.)  Navy  Yard.  He  was  in 
charge  of  the  naval  hospital  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
in  1817,  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  his  mar- 
riage occurred.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
between  the  “Hornet”  and  the  “Peacock”  and, 
it  is  said,  was  severely  censured  by  Commodore 
Bainbridge,  for  unnecessarily  exposing  bimself 
in  action.  In  1820  he  was  awarded  by  Act  of  Con- 
gress a silver  medal  for  gallant  services,  which 
order  has  never  been  executed.  In  1823  Dr.  Cot- 
ton resijjned  his  commission  in  the  Navy,  and 
then  took  up  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion in  Newport. 

Dr.  Cotton  is  credited  with  having  been  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  medical 
profession  of  Newport  of  his  time.  He  was  a 
student,  well-read  and  an  accomplished  gentle- 
man. He  had  a keen  appreciation  of  humor, 
and  was  possessed  of  a fund  of  local  anecdotes, 
which  with  his  genial  ways  made  his  society  not 
only  agreeable  but  instructive.  As  a man  he 
was  highly  esteemed  and  respected,  and  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  he  was  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  medical  profession.  Dr.  Cot- 
ton was  endowed  in  an  unusual  degree  with  the 
qualities  which  constitute  a good  physician  and 
skilled  surgeon.  For  nearly  fifty  years  he  held 
his  position  as  physician  in  many  families  in 
Newport,  his  straightforward,  honorable  and 
pleasing  personality  making  him  welcome  both 
as  physician  and  friend.  Though  at  times  rather 
blunt  in  manner.  Dr.  Cotton  enjoyed  a good 
joke,  and  was  of  a jovial  disposition,  his  cheery 
manner  encouraging  his  patients,  and  he  liter- 
ally took  possession  of  the  sick  room.  Progres- 
sive in  his  ideas,  he  kept  pace  with  his  calling 
and  enjoyed  the  signs  of  improvement  which, 
during  his  long  life,  he.  was  permitted  to  see  in 
his  profession.  In  his  day  Dr.  Cotton  was  with- 
out a doubt  one  of  the  most  successful  practi- 
tioners that  Newport  county  had.  He  was  ever 
a man  of  strong  personalities,  kind  of  heart,  and 
very  charitable,  although  his  benevolences  were 
always  bestowed  with  a modest  and  unpreten- 


tious hand.  He  was  ever  faithful  to  his  large 
constituency,  and  always  ready  both  day  and 
night  to  administer  to  the  sick  and  suffering, 
frequently  leaving  his  bed  to  call  upon  the  poor 
from  whom  he  never  expected  nor  demanded  pay. 
Dr.  Cotton  was  made  a member  of  the  Medical 
Consociation  of  Brown  University,  March  9, 
1813,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
Sept.  29,  1817.  He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  and  of  the  Pilgrim 
Society,  and  delivered  an  address  before  the 
latter  body  on  the  occasion  of  the  removal  of 
a portion  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  to  the  Society’s 
premises,  which,  however,  later  was  restored  to 
its  original  position.  Dr.  Cotton  died  at  his 
home  in  Newport  Feb.  3,  1870.  To  Dr.  Charles 
Cotton  and  his  wife  were  born  fourteen  children, 
of  whom  only  the  following  survived  infancy : 
Stephen  Rossiter  was  a very  distinguished  law- 
yer of  Wisconsin,  having  for  several  years  been 
judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Brown  county, 
and  shortly  before  his  death  received  his  nomi- 
nation as  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wis- 
consin ; he  died  in  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  in  1867, 
aged  forty-nine  years.  Thomas  Jackson  was  a 
merchant  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  for  a time,  and 
then  went  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  where  he  be- 
came purser  on  the  steamer  “Julia,”  plying  be- 
tween Sacramento  City  and  San  Francisco.  A 
steam  drum  exploded  on  board  the  vessel,  and  while 
trying  to  save  some  valuable  papers  he  was  burned 
to  death,  Oct.  15,  1866,  when  he  was  aged  forty- 
seven  years.  Charles,  Jr.,  was  second  mate 
on  a clipper  ship  sailing  from  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  and  while  aloft  on  volunteer  duty  in  1847, 
was  blown  overboard  and  lost  his  life  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years.  Robert  E.  was  a promis- 
ing young  civil  engineer,  engaged  on  the  Pan- 
ama Railroad,  and  died  in  Aspinwall  in  1852,  of 
Panama  fever,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Mary 
S.  married,  Oct.  4,  1847,  David  Fairbanks,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  for  many  years  a very  suc- 
cessful New  York  merchant,  dealing  in  domes- 
tic commission  goods,  who  died  in  the  Adiron- 
dack Mountains,  Sept.  2,  1886.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fairbanks  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  the 
first  three  died  in  infancy.  Florence,  married 
June  7,  1894,  Guy  DuVal,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Miss 
Minnie  resides  at  home,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  with 
her  mother.  Caroline  i\I.  married  (first)  Henry 
Brown,  of  Boston,  and  (second)  John  F.  Hobbs, 
of  Hallowell,  IMaine.  There  was  no  issue  to 
either  marriage.  Mrs.  Hobbs  is  now  a widow, 
residing  in  La  Jolla,  Cal.  Susan  Augusta  mar- 
ried (first)  David  Bogart  and  (second)  David 
Cooper  Ayers,  who  was  a practicing  physician 
of  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  where  he  died.  Mrs.  Ayers 
now  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Emily  C.  mar- 
ried Pedro  I.  Carrasco,  a native  of  Cuba,  and 
their  son.  Charles  Cotton  Carrasco,  married  Ma- 
rian Gray,  of  Roxbury,  iMass.  William  H.,  the 
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yoiing-est  of  seven  sons,  is  mentioned  below. 
Julia  C.  married  Dr.  Joseph  Rogers,  of  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.,  now  a dentist  of  Chicago,  and  their 
daughter,  Jennie,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  New- 
ton, of  Chicago.  Jennie  M.  married  Allen  Ebbs, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  she  and  her  husband 
and  their  nineteen-months-old  son  were  lost  on 
the  steamer  ‘City  of  Boston,”  which  vessel  has 
never  been  heard  of  since  sailing  from  Halifax, 
Jan.  27,  1870;  their  eldest  son,  Robert  C.  Ebbs, 
married  Minnie  C.  King,  of  Newport,  where 
they  reside. 

(VII)  William  H.  Cotton,  son  of  Dr. 
Charles,  born  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Feb.  6,  1837, 
married  Oct.  23,  1871.  Elizabeth,,  daughter  of 
the  late  George  Borden  and  Martha  (Clarke) 
Hazard,  and  a descendant  of  Thomas  Hazard, 
of  Boston  as  early  as  1635,  her  lineage  being 
through  Robert,  Thomas,  George,  Thomas  G. 
and  George  Borden  Hazard.  On  the  death  of 
his  father  Mr.  Cotton  succeeded  the  latter  in  the 
drug  business,  which  he  had  established  a num- 
ber of  years  previously,  and  in  it,  owing  to  his 
peculiar  adaptation  and  taste  in  that  direction, 
together  with  his  accommodating  and  obliging 
manners  and  the  care  he  gave  to  his  business 
affairs,  was  very  successful.  Through  his  asso- 
ciation with  his  father  and  the  attention  he  gave 
to  the  medical  side  of  the  drug  business  he  ac- 
quired an  extensive  knowledge  of  medicine,  to 
the  extent  that  he  was  frequently  called  upon 
to  see  patients  and  was  commonly  known  as 
“Dr.  Cotton.”  Of  a kindly  and  genial  nature 
he  mad<  many  friends,  and  it  was  said  that  he 
was  without  an  enemy.  For  years  Dr.  Cotton 
was  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy, 
and  was  for  several  terms  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  was 
an  active  and  prominent  Mason,  being  a mem- 
ber since  1876  of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.  He  was  made  Master  of  the  lodge 
in  1879:  he  was  a member  of  Newport  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  and  Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  K.  T.,  being  for  two  years  eminent 
commander  of  the  latter  body.  Dr.  Cotton 
was  also  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  of  a generous  whole-souled  disposition,  and 
appeals  to  him  for  aid  where  he  thought  it  was 
needed  were  never  turned  down.  Mr.  Cotton 
died  at  his  home  on  Cotton’s  Court,  Newport, 
July  25,  1900.  To  iMr.  and  iMrs.  Cotton  were 
born  two  children : Miss  Mary  Elizabeth,  liv- 
ing at  home;  and  William  H.,  Jr.,  who  is  a por- 
trait artist  in  New  York.  The  latter  studied  his 
profession  chiefly  in  that  city,  this  training  be- 
ing supplemented  by  several  years  at  the  Cowles 
Art  School,  of  Boston,  and  in  the  studios  of 
Paris  and  Rome.  He  now  has  a studio  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  is  meeting  with  marked 
success  in  his  chosen  profession.  In  1907  he  re- 


ceived from  the  National  Academy  of  New  York 
City  the  first  “Hallgarten  prize”  for  his  paint- 
ing, called  “The  Bathing  of  the  Princess.” 

COTTRELL.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  one  made  conspicuous  not 
only  in  America,  but  in  foreign  countries,  through 
the  wonderful  achievements  in  mechanical  lines 
of  the  late  manufacturer  and  inventor — Calvert 
Byron  Cottrell,  of  Westerly.  This  town  for  up- 
wards of  260  years  has  been  the  abiding-place  of 
his  forefathers,  and  is  now  the  home  of  his  immedi- 
ate family,  his  several  sons,  Edgar  H.,  Charles  P. 
and  Arthur  M.,  being  respectively,  president, 
treasurer,  and  secretary  of  the  C.  B.  Cottrell  & 
Sons  Company,  whose  plant  is  not  only  one  of 
considerable  magnitude,  but  of  celebrity,  owing  to 
the  almost  universal  use  of  its  product  by  the  prin- 
ters of  magazines  and  periodicals  of  the  world. 

(I)  Nicholas  Cottrell,  the  original  ancestor 
and  progenitor  of  the  Rhode  Island  Cottrells,  ap- 
pears in  the  list  of  inhabitants  of  Newport,  May  20, 
1638,  and  he  was  admitted  a freeman  of  that  town 
in  1655.  He  represented  his  town.  Westerly,  in 
the  Colonial  Assembly  of  1670.  He  was  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  l\lisquamicut  (Westerly)  pur- 
chase. He  was  twice  married,  and  died  in  1680.  ^ 
In  his  will  were  mentioned  eight  children,  namely : 
Nicholas,  John,  Gershom,  Eleazer,  Mary,  Hannah, 
James  and  Jabez. 

From  this  Nicholas  Cottrell,  of  Newport  and 
Westerly,  the  lineage  of  the  late  Calvert  Byron 
Cottrell  is  through  Nicholas  (2),  John,  Major  John, 
Elias  and  Lebbeus  Cottrell. 

(II)  Nicholas  Cottrell  (2)  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  Westerly  Oct.  28,  1668,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Narragansett  war  of  1675.  He  held 
a number  of  important  offices,  evidencing  his  char- 
acter as  a citizen.  Like  his  father  he  represented 
his  town  in  the  Colonial  Assembly.  He  served  as 
constable,  then  an  important  office,  and  his  name 
appears  as  a juryman,  fence  viewer  and  council- 
man. He  was  married,  the  name  of  his  wife  not 
being  known,  and  died  in  December,  1715,  in  Wes- 
terly, leaving  a will  in  which  are  mentioned  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Nicholas,  John,  Mary,  Elizabeth 
and  Dorothy. 

(III)  John  Cottrell  and  wife  Penelope. 

(I\")  Major  John  Cottrell  and  wife,  Lois 

Boardman,  of  Preston,  Conn.  Major  Cottrell  died 
in  Westerly  in  1778. 

(V)  Elias  Cottrell  married,  Nov.  7,  1776, 
Phalley,  born  May  13.  1752,  daughter  of  John  and 
Thankful  Gavitt,  and  to  them  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Thankful,  born  Sept.  23,  1779;  John, 
May  19,  1781  •'  Elias,  Dec.  2,  1782;  Russell,  March 
31.  1785;  Phalley,  March  3,  1787;  Lois,  April  ii, 
1789;  Lebbeus,  Jan.  29,  1792;  and  Joshua  G.,  Feb. 
10,  1794. 

(VI)  Lebbeus  Cottrell,  born  Jan.  29,  1792, 
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married  Lydia  Maxson,  who  was  a descendant  of 
Richard  Maxson,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1638, 
and  of  Newport  a year  later.  ^ 

(VII)  Calvert  Byron  Cottrell,  born  Aug. 
10,  1821,  in.  Westerly,  R.  I.,  married  i\Iay  4,  1849, 
Lydia  W.  Perkins,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Nancy 
(Russell)  Perkins,  a descendant  of  John  Perkins, 
of  Ipswich,  1632,  and  six  children  blessed  this 
union : Edgar  Henry,  Harriet  Elizabeth,  Charles 
Perkins,  Calvert  Byron,  Jr.  (deceased),  Lydia 
Anngenette  (deceased)  and  Arthur  Alaxson. 

Calvert  Byron  Cottrell  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  In  1840,  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  he  apprenticed  himself  to  the  firm  of  Laval- 
ley,  Lamphear  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  cotton  ma- 
chinery, at  Phenix,  R.  I.  He  remained  with  this 
concern  some  thirteen  years,  most  of  the  time  in 
the  capacity  of  employing  contractor.  During  this 
period  his  inventive  genius  was  brought  into  action, 
and  he  made  many  improvements  in  labor-saving 
tools  and  machinery.  The  success  that  followed 
his  efforts  was  such  tha*t  he  determined  to  begin 
business  for  himself.  A partnership  was  formed 
with  Nathan  Babcock  in  1855,  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Cottrell  & Babcock  the  manufacture  of 
machinery  in  general  was  begun,  but  gradually  the 
firm  devoted  itself  entirely  to  the  production  of 
printing-presses  and  printing  mechanisms.  At  a 
later  date  Mr.  Cottrell  determined  to  devote  him- 
self exclusively  to  invention  and  improvements  in 
matters  belonging  to  the  printing-press  manufac- 
ture. Among  the  first  of  his  devices  was  an  im- 
provement on  the  air  spring,  for  reversing  the  bed 
of  a press.  The  peculiar  feature  was  the  yielding 
plunger,  a vacuum  valve,  and  a governing  attach- 
ment. The  air  springs,  as  applied  by  him  to  cylin- 
der presses,  lessened  in  a marked  degree  the  jar  of 
the  press  in  action.  His  inventions,  increasing  as 
they  did  the  capacity  of  the  printing-presses  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent,  for  fine  as  well  as 
fast  work,  were  so  far-reaching  in  tfieir  effects  that 
they  immediately  brought  Mr.  Cottrell  into  the 
notice  of  the  printing  and  mechanical  world  as  one 
of  the  leading  inventors  of  tfie  day.  Among  his 
many  important  inventions  is  the  tapeless  delivery, 
for  delivering  printed  sheets  without  the  use  of 
tapes ; the  patent  hinged  roller  frames ; patent  at- 
tachment for  controlling  the  momentum  of  the  cyl- 
inder, insuring  perfect  register  at  any  speed ; a 
patent  sheet  delivery  for  delivering  the  sheets  in 
front  of  the  cylinder  without  the  use  of  tapes ; a 
patent  rotary  color  printing-press  feeding  from  a 
roll  of  paper,  and  printing  300,000  labels  in  three 
colors  per  day.  One  of  his  latest  and  most  success- 
ful inventions,  a shifting  tympan  for  a web  per- 
fecting press,  prevents  offset  on  the  second  cylin- 
der, and  enables  a press,  which  has  heretofore  been 
capable  of  printing  only  the  ordinary  newspaper, 
to  execute  the  finest  class  of  illustrated  printing. 
This  invention  was  generally  adopted  and  success- 
fully operated.  Mr.  Cottrell  was  granted  over  one 


hundred  patents  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 
The  first  one  was  granted  in  1858;  subsequent 
patents  were  nearly  all  on  improvements  in  print- 
ing-presses. 

In  1880  the  firm  of  Cottrell  & Babcock  was  dis- 
solved, Mr.  Babcock  retiring.  Air.  Cottrell  con- 
tinued the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  B., 
Cottrell  & Sons,  associating  with  him  his  three- 
sons,  all  of  them  inheriting  the  father’s  genius  for 
invention.  The  new  firm  doubled  the  capacity  of 
the  works  in  Westerly,  and  entered  upon  a degree 
of  prosperity  eminently  satisfactory.  Air.  Cottrell 
died  in  Alay,  1893,  and  was  buried  in  the  town  of. 
Westerly,  where  all  of  his  ancestors,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Nicholas  (I),  were  buried.  The  ex- 
tensive works  located  in  Westerly,  R.  L,  are  an, 
evidence  of  the  busy  life  he  led,  and  the  accom- 
plished facts  which  bear  the  impress  of  his  name. 
He  was  one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  town,  and 
his  labors  in  its  behalf  probably  had  more  to  do 
with  the  town's  growth  than  those  of  any  other 
person.  The  business  was  incorporated  in  1892,. 
being  capitalized  at  $800,000.  The  concern  has 
offices  at  No.  41  Park  Row,  New  York  City,  and 
No.  279  Dearborn  street,  Chicago.  Air.  Cottrell’s 
four  sons  have  taken  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  company,  aiding  materially  in  producing  up-to- 
date  improvements,  and  in  advancing  the  interests 
of  the  concern.  The  death  of  the  third  son,  Cal- 
vert B.  Cottrell,  on  April  8,  1901,  was  a sad  event 
for  the  town,  and  a great  blow  to  the  company, 
as  he  had  made  his  personality  an  imporant  factor 
in  the  business  of  the  concern. 

This  company  is  now  manufacturing  printing- 
presses,  including  rotary  web  printing-presses  for 
high-class  work,  two  revolution,  stop  cylinder, 
lithograph  and  drum  cylinder  presses.  Probably 
none  of  the  numerous  large  manufacturing  com- 
panies of  Rhode  Island  has  given  the  State  so 
striking  a reputation  as  this  printing-press  concern 
in  the  town  of  Westerly,  because  there  is  scarcely 
a magazine  or  periodical  of  any  kind  issued  in  the 
LMited  States,  with  a circulation  of  any  extent, 
which  is  not  printed  on  one  of  its  presses,  and 
there  are  very  few  printers  in  this  country  who  aim 
to  do  the  finest  work  who  are  not  using  the  Cottrell 
presses,  which  produce  the  finest  illustrated  work 
that  is  possible  to  be  obtained  in  the  art  of  printing. 

Edgar  H.  Cottrell,  son  of  Calvert  B.  Cottrell,, 
president  of  the  C.  B.  Cottrell  & Sons  Co.,  of  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company  since  his  boyhood,  and  no 
little  of  the  success  of  this  great  manufacturing 
plant  is  due  to  his  efforts.  For  a number  of  years 
Air.  Cottrell  was  a trustee  of  the  Westerly  Savings 
Bank  and  a director  in  the  Washington  National 
Bank.  He  now  holds  the  office  of  director  in  the 
Washington  Trust  Company  of  Westerly.  On 
Feb.  7,  1907,  he  married  Leone  Balfe  of  Smiths 
Falls,  Canada.  While  he  claims  Westerly  as  his 
residence,  Air.  Cottrell’s  time  is  mostly  spent  in 
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New  York  City  at  the  office  of  his  company,  which 
are  located  at  No.  41  Park  Row. 

Charles  P.  Cottrell,  treasurer  of  the  C.  B. 
Cottrell  tv  Sons  Co.,  was  born  in  Westerly  on  the 
Connecticut  side  of  the  Pawcatuck  river,  March  9, 
1858,  and  has  had  charge  of  the  works  at  Westerly 
since  1880.  His  duties  have  kept  him  a resident 
of  Westerly,  and  the  town  owes  much  to  him  for 
the  active  interest  he  has  taken  in  public  affairs. 
Mr.  Cottrell  was  a trustee  of  the  Westerly  Savings 
Bank  and  vice-president  of  the  Washington  Na- 
tional Bank.  He  is  now  vice-president  of  the 
Washington  Trust  Company,  also  secretary  and 
trustee  of  the  Westerly  iSlemorial  and  Library 
Association.  On  May  26,  1886,  Mr.'  Cottrell  was 
married,  in  the  town  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  to  Har- 
riet Morgan,  daughter  of  John  Avery  Morgan, 
and  to  them  were  born:  Calvert  B.  (3),  born  in 
Stonington,  Conn.,  Dec.  4,  1888;  Margaret,  born 
in  Stonington,  Conn.,  July  20,  1890;  L.  Anngenette, 
born  in  the  same  town,  iMarch  9,  1896;  and  Charles 
P.,  Jr.,  horn  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  May  li,  1898. 

Arthur  M.  Cottrell,  secretary  of  the  C.  B. 
Cottrell  & Sons  Co.  since  1901,  was  born  in  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  Dec,  8,  1871.  He  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1897,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  identified  with  the  works  at  Westerly.  In 
1901  he  was  made  plant  superintendent,  a position 
which  he-  holds  at  the  present  time.  iSir.  Cottrell 
is  a director  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company 
and  a trustee  of  the  W'esterly  Memorial  and  Li- 
brary Association.  On  Dec.  i,  I903>  Cottrell 
married  Kate  \'irginia  Hunkins,  of  Chicago,  111. 
To  them  were  born  a daughter,  Kate  Virginia, 
Dec.  20,  1904,  and  a son,  Arthur  Maxson,  Jr.,  May 
8,  1906. 

Calvert  Byron  Cottrell,  Jft.,  the  fourth  child 
of  the  late  Calvert  Byron  Cottrell,  was  born  in 
Pawcatuck,  in  the  town  of  Stonington,  New  Lon- 
don Co.,  Conn.,  Aug.  12,  i860,  and  died  April  8, 
1901.  He  received  ’his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  town  and  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  gradu- 
ating from  the  Westerly  high  school  with  the  class 
of  1878.  After  leaving  school  he  at  once  associated 
himself  with  the  business  of  his  father,  and  in  July, 
1880,  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  C.  B. 
Cottrell  & Sons.  W'hen  the  firm  was  incorporated 
Mr.  Cottrell  was  chosen  secretary,  a position  which 
he  occupied  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Cottrell 
married,  Nov.  24,  1891,  Agnes  Clark,  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Clark,  of  the  William  Clark 
Thread  Company.  Children  as  follows  were  born 
of  this  union:  Donald  Clark,  born  Aug.  17,  1892; 
Kathryn,  May  25,  1895  ; and  Mary  Stuart,  July  7, 
1901. 

ROBINSON.  The  Robinson  family  for  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  and  more  years  has 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  Rhode  Island. 
A family  of  means  and  of  large  land  possessions 
in  the  Colonial  period,  it  was  one  of  position 


and  influence  in  social  and  public  life,  and  gave 
to  the  State  a deputy  governor.  More  recent 
generations  have  sustained  the  family  prestige, 
and  through  the  past  century  and  at  this  time 
in  turn  members  in  different  generations  in  the 
line  of  the  late  Attmore  Robinson,  long  a prom- 
inent and  useful  citizen  of  South  Kingstown,* of 
whom  and  his  lineage  and  posterity  it  is  the 
purpose  of  this  article  to  deal,  have  zealously 
guarded  the  name  and  sustained  the  family  rep- 
utation. Reference  is  made  especially  to  James 
Attmore  and  George  Hazard  Robinson,  promi- 
nent in  business  and  financial  circles  in  New 
York  City. 

(I)  Rowland  Robinson,  the  emigrant  ances- 
tor of  this  branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  family, 
was,  according  to  tradition,  born  in  1654  at  or 
near  Long  Bluff,  Cumberland,  England.  He 
ran  away  from  home,  it  is  said,  and  came  to  the 
American  Colonies,  and  here  bound  himself  to 
a carpenter.  He  was  rapidly  advanced,  and  as 
time  passed  became  possessed  of  large  tracts  of 
land,  building  thereon  partly  with  his  own 
hands  a dwelling  house.  He  was  married  in 
1676  to  Mary  Allen,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Bull)  Allen,  from  Barnstable,  England, 
the  latter  a daughter  of  Governor  Bull.  Mr.  Rob- 
inson died  in,  1716  at  his  residence  near  the  cove 
of  the  Pettaquamscutt  river,  and  the  remains 
of  himself  and  wife  were  buried  in  the  Narragan- 
sett  Friends’  burying  ground,  South  Kingstown, 
some  two  miles  south  of  Tower  Hill  village.  He 
purchased  largely  of  the  Pettaquamscutt  and 
Point  Judith  lands,  improved  these  lands,  build- 
ing a number  of  homes  thereon,  and  sold  farms 
of  from  150  acres  to  300  acres  each.  To  Row- 
land and  Mary  Robinson  were  born:  John, 
born  in  1679,  niarried  in  1703  Mary  Hazard; 
Joseph  was  born  in  1679;  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1680,  married  in  1698  William  Brown;  Marga- 
ret, born  in  1683,  married  in  1703  Thomas  Mum- 
ford;  Sar^h,  bom  in  1685,  married  in  1712  James 
Barton;  Royvland  was  born  in  1688;  Mercy, 
born  in  1690,  married  in  1714  Col.  John  Potter; 
William  was  born  in  1693 ; M^y,  born  in  1705, 
married  in  1727  Stephen  Hazard;  Ro’wland  (2) 
was  born  in  1706;  Sarah  (?),  born  in  1707,  mar- 
ried in  1723  Ichabod  Potter,  Jr.;  and  Ruth,  born 
in  1709,  married  in  1728  Joseph  Underwood. 

(H)  Hon.  William  Robinson,  born  in  1693, 
married  (first)  in  1717  Martha  Allen,  widow  of 
James,  and  daughter  of  John  Potter.  She  died 
in  1725,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  in  1727  Mrs.  Abigail  G.  Hazard, 
widow  of  Caleb  Hazard,  and  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Abigail  (Remington)  Clardiner.  To 
the  first  marriage  were  born : Rowland,  in 
1719;  John,  in  1721;  Margaret,  in  1723;  Eliza- 
beth, in  1724;  and  Martha,  in  1725.  By  the  sec- 
ond marriage  there  were : Christopher,  born  in 
1728,  who  married  in  1752  Ruhama  Champlin : 
William,  horn  in  1729,  who  married  in  1752 
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Hannah  Bourn ; Thomas,  born  in  1730,  who 
married  in  1752  Sarah  Richardson ; Abigail, 
born  in  1732,  who  married  in  1751  John  Wan- 
ton; Sylvester,  born  in  1735,  who  married  in 
1756  Alice  Perry;  Mary,  born  in  1736,  who 
married  in  1756  John  Dockray ; James,  born  in 
1738,  who  married  Nancy  Rodman;  and  John, 
born  in  1742.  Mr.  Robinson  was  one  of  the 
prominent  public  men  of  his  time.  He  served 
as  deputy  from  1724  to  1728,  from  1734  to  1736, 
and  in  1741  and  1742;  and  was  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Deputies  in  1735-36-41-42.  He  was 
deputy  governor  from  1745  to  1748.  He  died 
Sept.  19,  1751,  and  his  wife  Abigail  May  22, 
1772.  They  were  residents  of  South  Kings- 
town. It  is  wortlfy  of  note  that  his  lands  were 
purchased  of  the  Indians. 

(HI)  Sylvester  Robinson,  born  Jan.  23,  1735, 
died  in  the  year  1809.  In  1756  he  married  (first) 
Alice,  daughter  of  James  Perry.  She  died  in 
1787,  and  he  married  (second)  Sarah,  widow  of 
John  Nichol,  and  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and 
Margaret  Bentin.  She  was  born  in  1756,  and 
died  in  New  York  City  Sept.  5,  1822.  Sylves- 
ter Robinson  was  the  father  of  six  children, 
namely:  James,  born  Oct.  3,  1756  (died 

young);  William,  born  Dec.  2,  1760;  Mary,, 
born  Dec.  15,  1763,  who  died  March  26,  1837 
(married  Jonathan  Hazard)  ; Abigail,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  H.  Hazard;  and  James  and  John, 
twins.  In  1757  Sylvester  Robinson  was  admit- 
ted a freeman  from  South  Kingstown;  in  1760 
he  was  deputy.  In  1771-73-74  he  lived  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.  In  1776  he  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  in 
1779  was  third  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
1779  he  was  one  of  a committee  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  Sachem  “Ninigret.” 

(IV)  James  Robinson,  son  of  Sylvester, 

died  in  1841.  On  Jan.  i,  1797,  he  married  Mary 
Attmore,  born  in  1771,  daughter  of  Caleb  Att- 
raore,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  1856.  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  (i)  William 
Attmore,  born  in  Huntington,  N.  J.,  Oct.  18, 
I7Q7,  died  in  1872.  He  married  Dorcas  Brown. 
(2)  Edward  Mott,  born  in  1799,  married  Abby 
J.  Howland.  He  died  in  1865.  (3)  Anna  Att- 
more, born  in  1801,  married  July  26,  1830, 

Stephen  A.  Chase,  and  died  in  1876.  (4)  Sarah, 

born  in  1804,  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Attmore, 
twin  of  Sarah,  born  April  4,  1804,  married  Laura 
Hazard.  (6)  Rowland,  born  in  1806,  died  in 
1819.  (7)  Sylvester  C.,  born  in  1808,  died  March 

20,  1883.  This  family  lived  in  Canonchet,  at 
Narragansett  Pier. 

(V)  Attmore  Robinson,  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Attmore)  Robinson,  born  April  4,  1804, 
died  in  1890.  He  was  married  March  17,  1841, 
at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  in  Wakefield, 
R.  I.,  by  Rev.  William  H.  Newman,  to  Laura 
Hazard,  who  was  born  Nov.  4,  1819,  daughter 
of  Dr.  George  Hazard.  They  had  a family  of 


six  children,  namely:  James  Attmore,  born 
Jan.  13,  1842;  Jane  Hull,  born  Aug.  21,  1843; 
Sylvester  C.,  born  May  16,  1845 ! George  Haz- 
ard, born  April  20,  1847,  married  Sarah  Dela- 
mater,  and  they  have  had  four  children,  Ruth, 
Edith,  Laura  and  Attmore ; Annie  Chase,  born 
March  22,  1849;  William  Henry,  born  April 
9,  1853,  married  Sally  Crozer,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Samuel  Crozer  and  William  Attmore. 
Of  these,  Samuel  Crozer  Robinson  married  Neta 
Biddle  and  they  have  one  child,  Elise  Biddle 
Robinson.  William  Attmore  Robinson  is  un- 
married. The  father,  William  Henry  Robinson, 
died  Sept.  19,  1891,  and  his  widow  married  Her- 
man Hilprect,  the  archaeologist  and  explorer. 

On  Aug.  5,  1890,  Hon.  Edward  H.  Hazard 
wrote  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Attmore  Robinson : “Attmore  Robinson  was 
no  negative  man.  He  had  his  prominent  quali- 
ties. I have  known  him  at  least  for  seventy 
years,  but  my  first  intimate  acquaintance  with 
him  commenced  at  Narragansett  Pier;  I do  not 
mean  the  old  dock  where  the  pirogue  used  to 
land,  but  the  great  breakwater  upon  which  he 
expended  a large  sum  of  money.  He  at  that 
time  carried  on  farming,  living  at  the  homestead 
(now  Canonchet)  with  his  mother,  and  he  was 
a most  thorough,  practical  farmer.  Not  long 
after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  the  Dockray 
house,  at  the  corner  of  the  road,  west  of  Sugar 
Loaf  Hill,  and  subsequently,  when  he  became 
cashier  of  the  Bank,  he  removed  to  the  house 
in  Wakefield  in  which  he  died.  I have  sus- 
tained the  relation  of  brother-in-law  to  Attmore 
Robinson  for  almost  fifty  years.  I think  I knew 
him  as  intimately  and  thoroughly  as  I knew  any- 
body. I certainly  have  been  through  many  trv- 
ing  scenes  with  him,  fortunately  always  on  the 
same  side,  and  I cannot  recall  a single  unkind 
word  that  ever  passed  between  us.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  most  untiring  and  persevering  in- 
dustry, and  of  the  most  economical  habits,  with- 
out ever  being  penurious.  Both  these  virtues  he 
learned  from  the  angel  lips  of  his  beloved 
mother;  and  for  fortitude  I never  saw  him  ex- 
celled and  I have  seen  him  tried  to  the  extreme 
in  the  greatest  calamities  which  beset  buman 
nature.  No  matter  what  it  was,  business  mis- 
fortunes, loss  of  relatives  or  friends,  bodily  or 
mental  pain,  never  one  murmur  of  complaint 
escaped  his  lips.  He  was  a man.  too.  of  gener- 
ous, warm,  kind  impulses,  and  had  a most  ten- 
der regard  for  all  animal  life.” 

IMr.  Robinson  was  active  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  the  town  of  South  Kingstown,  but  never 
desired  public  office.  He  was  a Whig,  and  upon 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  allied 
himself  with  that  organization. 

(VI)  James  Attmore  Robinson,  born  Jan.  13, 
school  days  in  his  native  town,  and  in  1857  he 
1842,  in  South  Kingstown,  passed  his  early 
graduated  from  the  Eriends’  School  in  Provi- 
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dence.  He  spent  two  years  at  Lyon  and  Frieze's 
School  in  Providence,  entering  the  class  of  1862 
at  /ale  College.  From  1861  to  1865  he  was  in 
the  New  York  Ciistona  House,  from  which  he 
resigned  to  enter  the  dry  goods  commission  bus- 
iness as  a clerk  with  Francis  Baker.  After 
eighteen  months  he  entered  the  employ  of  Aid- 
rich,  Iddings  & Clifton,  where  he  rose  through 
various  gradations  to  be  a member  of  the  firm, 
in  1877.  He  retired  from  that  house  and 
founded  the  house  of  Robinson  & Shackelton, 
of  New  York  City,  and  he  was  also  instrumental 
in  building  up  many  of  the  prosperous  mill  vil- 
lages in  the  Southern  States.  Air.  Robinson 
married  (first)  Lizzie  Alger,  and  (second)  Mary 
Ring,  and  has  three  children : Alonzo  Clark,  a 
resident  of  Paris,  who  married  Elise  Falconer 
(by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  Elise),  and  after  her 
death  married  (second)  Alice  Drake,  to  whom 
was  born  a daughter,  Jean,  in  June,  1906;  Ethel, 
who  married  Lieut.  Graeme,  who  was  killed  by 
an  explosion  on  the  United  States  gun-boat 
“Kearsarge,”  leaving  one  child,  Alice,  born  in 
1903,  and  Gladys,  who  married  James  E.  Mar- 
tin, and  has  one  son,  James  E.  Alartin,  Jr. 

(VI)  George  Hazard  Robinson,  born  in  South 
Kingstown,  April  20,  1847,  married  Sarah  Dela- 
mater,  and  has  four  children ; Ruth,  Edith, 
Laura  and  Attmore. 

Dr.  George  Hazard,  father  of  Mrs.  Attmore 
Robinson,  was  born  April  13,  1763,  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1829.  He 
was  a representative  in  the  sixth  generation  of 
the  Hazard  family  in  this  country,  his  line  from 
Thomas,  the  original  emigrant,  being  through 
Robert,  George,  Gov.  George  and  Carder.  After 
a few  years  in  school  at  Plainfield,  Conn., 
George  Hazard  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Judge  Freeman  Perry,  who  was  a 
skilful  physician  and  surgeon  as  well  as  a 
judge,  and  he  afterward  studied  with  Dr.  Jona- 
than Easton,  of  Newport.  After  a regular 
course  he  was  graduated  at  the  medical  school 
in  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Hazard  married  (first)  his  cousin  Sarah, 
widow  of  Captain  Daniel  Gardiner,  and  daughter  of 
Mayor  George  Hazard,  of  Newport.  She  died 
vleaving  no  children.  His  second  marriage,  on 
Dec.  25,  1804,  was  to  Mary  Hoxsie,  who  died 
Alarch  30,  1806,  leaving  one  daughter.  Alary 
Hoxsie,  born  Alarch  20,  1806,  who  died  Alarch 
6,  1808.  On  Alay  16,  1807,  Dr.  Hazard  married 
(third)  Jane,  daughter  of  Robert  Hull.  She  was 
a remarkable  woman  in  many  ways,  and  a fit- 
ting tribute  to  her  memory  is  included  in  Airs. 
Caroline  E.  Robinson’s  Genealogy  of  the  Hazard 
Family”  (p.  lOi).  She  was  the  mother  of  the 
following  named  children;  William  Henry, 
born  Feb.  12,  1808;  Carder,  born  Aug.  20,  1809, 
who  married  Eliza  Watson;  Jane,  born  Dec.  5, 
1810,  who  married  Dr.  Daniel  Howland  Greene; 


Edward  Hull,  born  Sept.  29,  1812;  George,  born 
Aug.  25,  1813,  who  died  Feb.  12,  1864;  Alary 
Hoxsie,  born  Alarch  10,  1815,  who  married  Rev. 
James  Carpenter;  Laura,  born  Nov.  4,  1819,  who 
married  Attmore  Robinson;  and  Alice  Joanna 
hitzgerald,  born  Sept.  7,  1821,  who  died  April 
II,  1881. 

BRIDGHAAI.  There  are  yet  residing  in  Provi- 
dence and  East  Providence  representatives  of  this 
name — descendants  of  that  distinguished  lawyer 
and  public  official  of  Rhode  Island  of  more  than  a 
century  ago,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Willard  Bridgham, 
Attorney  General  of  the  State,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  Alayor  of  the  City  of 
Providence.  . 

(I)  The  ancestral  home  of  the  Bridghams 
was  in  Thelnetham  (called  Teltam),  a little  village 
on  the  northern  border  of  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
England.  There  dwelt  the  first  of  the  name  of 
whom  there  is  authentic  record,  Henry  Bridgham, 
a glover  by  trade.  On  Dec.  25,  1640,  he  executed 
a will,  in  which  there  is  mention  of  his  wife  Urslie, 
and  his  children,  Robert,  Henry,  John,  Susan,  Mary 
(wife  of  George  Wififen).  Robert  Bridgham  was 
named  as  executor,  and  the  will  was  proved  at 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Suffolk,  Jan.  ii,  1641. 

(II)  Henry  Bridgham  (2),  son  of  Henry,  had 
listened  to  the  teachings  of  the  non-conformist, 
Jonathan  Burr,  who  lived  at  Redgreave,  a parish 
adjoining  Thelnetham,  and  when  the  latter  was 
obliged  to  leave  with  his  family  for  New  England, 
Henry  Bridgham  either  accompanied  him  or  fol- 
lowed closely  after,  as  he  joined  the  Dorchester 
(Alass.)  Church  (where  Burr  had  gone)  April  16, 
1641.  He  was  made  a freeman  May  10,  1643, 

he  united  with  the  First  Church,  Boston,  Alarch 
31,  1644,  and  in  the  same  year  joined  the  “Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company.”  He  was  a 
tanner  by  trade,  and  rented  his  tan  vats  of  the 
town.  He  was  building  a new  house,  as  he  ..was 
not  pleased  with  the  one  built  for  him  between 
1646-1660,  but  the  new  one  (which  was  a land- 
mark until  July,  1824)  was  not  finished  at  the  time 
of  his  death  Alarch  12,  1671.  In  April,  1653,  he 
was  made  a constable  of  Boston.  Henry  Bridgham 
married  Elizabeth  Harding,  daughter  of  John 
Harding,  a yeoman  of  Boreham,  Essex,  and  she  is 
mentioned  in  the  latter’s  will  dated  Sept,  i,  1631, 
and  probated  Jan.  7,  1632.  John  Harding’s  wife’s 
name  was  Annie.  To  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Bridg- 
ham were  born  children  as  follows : Jonathan, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Downing,  and  had  three 
sons  and  two  daughters ; Joseph,  born  1643,  who 
died  young ; John,  born  Sept.  10,  1645,  and  died 
Alay  2,  1721,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  and 
practiced  medicine  at  Ipswich,  and  who  gave  a 
communion  service  to  the  First  Church  of  that 
town;  Joseph  (2);  Benjamin,  born  Alay  4, 

1654,  who  married  Sarah , and  died  Nov. 

15,  1676;  Hopestill,  who  died  young;  Samuel,  born 
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Jan.  17,  1660,  who  lived  at  Marlboro,  iNIass.,  and 
there  died  Nov.  15,  1696,  leaving  a widow  Sarah; 
Nathaniel,  born  April  2,  1662,  who  died  at  an  early 
age;  and  James,  born  iNJay  2,  1664,  who  died  with- 
out issue. 

(III)  Joseph  Bridgham,  son  of  Henry  (2), 
was  born  Jan.  17,  1652,  and  became  a man  of  promi- 
nence. In  1678  he  was  made  a freeman,  and  in 
1690  was  a representative  of  Northampton  and 
again  in  1697.  He  and  David  Copp  were  ordained 
elders  of  the  First  Church,  Boston.  Joseph 
Bridgham  died  Jan.  5,  1708,  and  was  buried  in 
the  King’s  Chapel  Burying  Ground  in  Tremont 
street.  In  his  will  he  gave  a silver  communion 
service  to  Christ’s  Church,  Boston.  In  1674  he 
became  a member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company.  Elder  Joseph  Bridgham  was 
thrice  married.  His  first  wife  Sarah  bore  him  a 
son  Henry,  born  in  1676,  who  married,  in  1700, 
Abigail  Walker,  and  died  in  1720.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Susanna  Cook,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Upshall,  and  widow  of  Joseph  Cook,  and 
she  died  July  ii,  1696.  On  April  17,  1700,  Elder 
Bridgham  was  married  to  Mercy  Wensley,  the 
Rev.  Cotton  Mather  officiating.  She  died  Oct.  3, 
1740.  Eive  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely:  Joseph,  born  April  16,  1701;  Elizabeth, 
born  Sept.  27,  1702;  Mercy,  born  Nov.  ii,  1704, 
died  young;  John,  born  Feb.  23,  1705  > Mercy 
(2),  married  John  Smith,  and  died  of  cancer  in 
her  sixty-sixth  year. 

(IV)  Joseph  Bridgham,  son  of  Elder  Joseph, 
born  April  16,  1701,  baptized  four  days  later, 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  1719.  He  then  studied 
medicine,  and  removed  to  the  town  of  Plimpton, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  an  apothecary  and  physician. 
By  the  death  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  John  Bridgham,  of 
Ipswich,  in  1721,  he  came  into  some  property  be- 
sides what  he  inherited  from  his  father,  and  also 
the  “new  house”  built  by  Henry  Bridgham  in 
1670,  which  he  sold  to  Erancis  Borland  in  1734-5. 
He  married  in  Boston,  Oct.  18,  1722,  Abigail  Wil- 
lard, the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher.  Joseph  Bridgham  always  lived  in 
the  town  of  Plimpton,  where  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession. The  town  records  there  show  he  was 
chosen  town  clerk  in  1739,  to  provide  a school- 
master and  report  to  the  town  in  1744,  and  select- 
man in  1745.  He  died  Sept.  25,  1753,  and  his 
grave  is  in  the  ancient  burying  ground  at  North 
Carver,  Mass.  His  will  was  dated  Sept.  12,  1751, 
and  is  on  file  in  the  probate  office  at  Plimpton.  His 
widow  paid  out  of  his  estate  for  the  erection  of  a 
head  and  foot  stone. 

Abigail  (Willard)  Bridgham,  wife  of  Joseph, 
was  born  in  Boston  Jan.  19,  1702,  a granddaughter 
of  Simon  Willard  and  Elizabeth  Walley.  This 
widow,  Elizabeth  Walley,  whom  Simon  Willard 
married,  was  a granddaughter  of  John  Alden  of 
the  “Mayflower.”  iMrs.  Bridgham’s  father.  Rev. 
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Samuel  Willard,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1739-40,  and  was 
president  of  Harvard  in  1701-07,  ami  was  the  author 
of  ‘‘Body  of  Divinity”;  he  died  Sept.  12,  1707. 
These  Willards  trace  their  descent  from  William 
Wyllard  of  Haylestown,  in  Sussex,  England,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  HI.  Abigail  (Willard)  Bridg- 
ham, after  the  death  of  her  husband,  lived  for  many 
years  with  her  son.  Dr.  Joseph  Bridgham,  in  See- 
konk,  where  she  died  in  1776,  and  was  buried  on 
Seekonk  Common  (now  in  East  Providence,  R.  I., 
on  account  of  changes  in  the  State  boundary  lines). 
According  to  the  Boston  records,  the  children  of 
Joseph  and  Abigail  Bridgham  were:  Abigail,  born 
Nov.  21,  1724;  Mercy,  born  Dec.  27,  1725;  John, 
born  Aug.  27,  1729;  Hannah,  born  Aug.  2,  1730; 
and  Joseph,  born  Nov.  22,  1732.  The  records  in 
the  North  Church,  Boston,  give  Hannah,  baptized 
Aug.  9,  1730;  Sarah,  baptized  July  9,  1734;  and 
Katherine,  baptized  May  30,  1736.  No  record  can 
so  far  he  found  either  in  Boston  or  Plympton  of 
birth  or  baptism  of  the  “Elizabeth”  mentioned  in 
Dr.  Joseph  Bridgham’s  will. 

(V)  Dr.  Joseph  Bridgham,  youngest  child  of 
Dr.  Joseph  and  Abigail,  was  born  in  Boston,  Nov. 
22,  1734-  He  became  a well  known  physician  in 
Seekonk,  and  Rehoboth.  His  home  was  in  a small 
cottage  in  Seekonk,  which  was  known  as  the  Dr. 
Bridgham  house  until  its  destruction  by  fire  in  1881. 
Late  in  life  he  purchased  a farm  in  Seekonk  and 
moved  on  it,  that  being  his  home  at  the  time  of  his 
death  and  also  that  of  his  wife.  This  farm  is  still 
owned  by  his  descendants,  but  owing  to  the  change 
in  the  State  line  the  part  which  has  the  house  is  now 
in  Rhode  Island.  On  March  30,  1777,  Dr.  Bridg- 
ham was  elected  a member  of  the  committee  of  Cor- 
respondence and  Safety.  The  record  in  the  State 
Archives  has  some  mention  of  his  running  for  gov- 
ernor. He  died  Dec.  4,  1789,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  burying  ground  on  Seekonk  Common,  now  in 
East  Providence,  R.  I.  On  Sept.  10,  1760,  he  mar- 
ried Martha  Bucklin,  of  Rehoboth,  born  Jan.  14, 
1740.  She  survived  her  husband  more  than  twenty 
years.  Their  children  were:  Abigail,  born  Dec.  i, 
1761,  died  unmarried,  aged  seventeen;  Sarah,  born 
Aug.  6,  1763,  married  Capt.  Thomas  Paine,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  was  in  the  United  States  Navy; 
Charlotte,  born  i\Iay  16,  1765,  married  Cyrus  i\Iar- 
tin,  of  Guilford,  Vt.,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1843  : Jo- 
seph, born  iMarch  21,  1770,  was  a merchant  in 
Charleston,  S.  C. ; iMartha,  twin  to  Joseph,  married 
the  Hon.  James  Ellis,  and  died  in  1832;  and  Sam- 
uel Willard. 

(VI)  Samuel  Willard  Bridgham,  son  of  Dr. 
Joseph  and  Martha,  was  born  at  Rehoboth,  May  4, 
1774.  He  lived  with  his  parents,  working  on  the 
farm,  and  as  a boy  attended  the  public  schools  in 
Rehoboth  and  Seekonk,  and  as  he  grew  older  he 
made  up  his  mind  to  pursue  a collegiate  course.  He 
worked  hard  and  became  one  of  the  classical  stu- 
dents in  the  school  of  William  Wilkerson,  of  Provi- 
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dence.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered 
Brown  University,  under  President  Maxey,  this  in- 
stitution being  four  miles  distant  from  his  father  s 
home  in  Seekonk.  In  accordance  with  the  custom 
of  the  times  a father  was  entitled  to  the  services  of 
a son  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  in  return 
for  his  food  and  maintenance,  and  no  father  was 
called  upon  to  pay  for  more  than  an  ordinary  com- 
mon school  education.  Young  Bridgham,  there- 
fore, in  going  through  Brown  University,  was 
obliged  to  defray  his  own  expenses,  and  this  he 
succeeded  in  doing  by  teaching  school  in  Seekonk 
during  his  vacations,  and  an  old  report  says  that  the 
large  boys  of  his  school  once  revolted  and  whipped 
him  for  trying  “to  lord  it  over  them.”  He  finished 
his  college  course  but  was  not  out  of  debt  for  his 
“bringing  up”  for  some  years  after  his  marriage. 
At  his  graduation  in  1794  he  l?ad  the  highest  honors 
in  his  class,  and  delivered  the  Class  Valedictory. 
He  then  studied  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Judge 
David  Hewell,  of  Providence,  and  in  1796  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  began  his 
legal  career  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  exer- 
tions. 

On  Oct.  20,  1798,  Mr.  Bridgham  was  married 
in  Taunton,  Mass.,  to  Elizabeth  Paine,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Paine.  After  his  marriage  he  bought 
and  always  lived  on  the  estate  at  No.  i North  Co- 
vert street.  Providence. 

In  August,  1807,  Gen.  Bridgham  was  a repre- 
sentative from  Providence  to  the  General  Assembly 
and  he  continued  in  office  until  May,  1813,  when  he 
was  made  Attorney  General  of  the  State.  This 
position  he  retained  until  IMay,  1817,  when  he  with 
every  other  Federalist  in  the  State  lost  his  election 
by  a small  majority.  In  1820  he  was  the  candidate 
for  representative  to  Congress  but  was  defeated, 
as  he  was  also  in  1821  when  he  ran  for  governor. 
In  May,  1802,  he  was  appointed  by  the  General 
Assembly  inspector  for  the  Second  Brigade  of 
Rhode  Island  militia,  and  in  May,  1803,  he  was 
elected  Adjutant  General,  which  office  he  held  by 
annual  election  until  May,  1809,  when  he  was 
elected  Brigadier  General  of  the  Second  Brigade,  a 
position  he  retained  until  Alay,  1813.  From  1823 
to  1826  he  was  again  representative  to  the  General 
Assemblv,  and  in  May,  1826,  he  was  elected 
Speaker* of  the  House,  serving  as  such  two  years. 
In  his  political  opinions  he  was  an  old  school  Fed- 
eralist, refusing  to  pledge  himself  to  any  prescribed 
course  of  conduct  in  the  pursuit  of  political  eleva- 
tion,-and  hence,  when  a change  in  politics  came,  was 
defeated.  In  1832  when  Providence  first  became  a 
city,  he  was  chosen  to  be  its  first  mayor,  and  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Rhode  Island  Military 
Forces,  and  he  was  annually  re-elected  to  this  office 
during  the  remaining  eight  years  of  his  life. 

Gen.  Bridgham’s  views  on  education  were  very 
liberal.  He  was  president  for  many  years  of  the 
school  committee,  and  was  early  chosen  one  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Brown  University,  and  in  1828 


was  made  Chancellor  of  the  College.  In  his  legal 
business  he  was  thrown  much  in  contact  with 
Daniel  Webster,  and  gradually  they  became  friends, 
carrying  on  a personal  correspondence.  For  many 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Congregational  Be- 
nevolence Society,  and  he  educated  his  family  in 
the  strictest  observance  of  religious  worship.  In 
December,  1839,  he  had  a slight  attack  of  paralysis, 
and  in  about  a year  this  was  followed  by  erysipelas, 
which  terminated  fatally  Dec.  28,  1840.  The  Prov- 
idence Journal,  Dec.  29,  1840,  and  again  on  Jan. 
5,  1841,  contained  long  articles  concerning  his  ca- 
reer, together  with  certain  resolutions.  More  than 
thirty  years  later,  the  same  paper  under  date  Oct. 
31,  1874,  had  the  following:  “Providence:  One 
of  the  finest  men  socially,  and  a fluent  and  very  fine 
speaker,  one  that  court  and  jury  paid  the  strictest 
attention  to,  was  Gen’l  Samuel  W.  Bridgham, 
Although  of  a noble  and  commanding  figure,  being 
about  six  feet  high  and  well  proportioned,  with  light 
complexion  and  very  smiling  countenance  (smiling 
through  the  eyes)  there  was  nothing  haughty  about 
him  and  he  could  be  approached  by  the  lowest  of 
the  lowly.  He  visited  the  courts  here  until  he  was 
called  to  preside  over  the  city  affairs  as  the  first 
mayor,  with  credit  to  himself  and  great  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.” 

General  Bridgham  was  buried  in  the  family  lot 
in  the  North  Burying  Ground,  and  there  is  a large 
monument  over  his  grave  with  inscriptions  on  the 
four  sides  of  it.  The  City  of  Providence  gave  the 
lot  to  him  and  the  Bridgham  family,  and  it  is  now 
in  “perpetual  care.” 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Paine)  Bridgham  was  born  in 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  only  child  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth 
(Fales)  Paine,  the  latter  dying  in  1776  when  the 
daughter  was  born,  and  the  father  later  being  lost 
at  sea.  She  was  reared  by  her  aunts.  Her  death 
occurred  in  Providence  Jan.  27,  1853,  and  she  was 
buried  beside  her  husband  in  the  North  Burying 
Ground. 

To  Samuel  Willard  and  Elizabeth  (Paine) 
Bridgham  were  born  children  as  follows:  (i)  Eliza 
Williams,  born  Sept.  13,  1799,  married  in  Provi- 
dence, Aug.  28,  1827,  William  Samuel  Patten,  “for 
more  than  fifty  years  a respected  and  honored  citi- 
zen of  Providence,  in  various  positions  a faithful 
servant  of  the  City  and  State,  one  of  the  founders 
and  for  a long  time  President  of  the  Providence 
Athenaeum  and  at  his  death  (Dec.  27,  1873)  Chan- 
cellor of  Brown  University.”  Mrs.  Patten  died 
April  14,  1882.  Her  children  were:  Elizabeth 
Bridgham,  born  May  i,  1834,  married  Sept.  13, 
i860,  Arthur  Fenner  Dexter,  and  had  two  children, 
Elizabeth  Bridgham  and  Sarah  Fenner;  Joseph 
Hurlbut,  born  March  8,  1836,  married  June  20, 
1867,  in  Boston,  Elizabeth  G.  Boit,  and  he  died  in 
December,  1874,  the  father  of  three  childrefi : Jane 
Boit,  Eliza  and  William  S.  (2)  Abby  Charlotte, 
born  May  26,  1803,  married  June  27,  1831,  Edward 
B.  Little,  of  New  i.Mrk,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1840. 
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She  had  no  children.  (3)  Samuel  Fales,  born 
Nov.  3,  1805,  died  July  6,  1807.  (4)  Julia  Bowen, 

born  Nov.  17,  1810,  married  April  3,  1834,  George 
Curtis,  president  of  the  Continental  National  Bank 
of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  died  Jan.  7,  1856, 
and  she  passed  away  Dec.  29,  1874.  Their  chil- 
ren  were : Samuel  Bridgham,  Joseph  Bridgham, 
Edward  and  John  Green.  (5)  Samuel  Willard  is 
mentioned  below.  (6)  Joseph,  born  Aug.  15,  1815, 
was  a counselor  at  law  and  United  States  Commis- 
sioner in  New  York  City,  and  he  “brought  into  his 
official  position  those  elements  of  character  which 
in  social  life  made  him  so  universally  beloved  and 
such  an  estimable  friend  and  companion.”  He  died 
]\Iarch  24,  1865. 

(VII)  Samuel  Willard  Bridgham,  son  of 
Samuel  W.  and  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  24,  1813,  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
city  and  entered  Brown  University,  graduating 
therefrom  in  the  class  of  1832.  At  the  commence- 
ment exercises  he  delivered  a “Dissertation  on 
Moral  Excellence  Necessary  to  True  Greatness.” 
On  leaving  college  he  became  a clerk  in  a counting 
house  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  several 
years.  His  marriage  took  place  while  he  was  living 
in  Boston,  and  after  that  event  he  removed  to  New 
York,  where  he  was  first  a clerk  and  later  a partner 
of  his  brother-in-law,  Edward  B.  Little.  This 
firm,  under  the  name  of  Jacob  Little  & Co.,  was  for 
many  years  conspicuous  as  bankers  and  brokers  in 
Wall  street.  After  some  years  of  successful  busi- 
ness the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Bridg- 
ham became  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Rawden, 
Bridgham  & Grosebeck,  bankers  and  brokers  in 
Wall  street.  This  last  venture  was  not  a success, 
and  the  firm  failed  during  the  panic  of  1857.  From 
this  time  on  Mr.  Bridgham  was  never  in  active  busi- 
ness, but  having  paid  all  his  liabilities  and  collecting 
what  was  left  of  his  property  he  devoted  his  time 
and  talents  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  va- 
rious charitable  enterprises  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Shortly  after  his  location  in  the  city  he  had  bought 
the  property  at  No.  24  Waverly  Place,  corner  of 
Greene  street,  and  this  was  his  home  until  his  death. 
In  summer,  however,  he  always  went  with  his  family 
to  the  old  farm  in  Seekonk. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  in  1861, 
Mr.  Bridgham  threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into 
the  organization  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, and  to  this  work  he  gave  his  time,  day  and 
night  for  five  years,  until  the  organization  was  dis- 
continued at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  Sanitary 
Commission  is  a matter  of  national  history,  its  rec- 
ords being  kept  at  Washington.  The  New  York 
Branch  was  known  as  the  Woman’s  Central  Relief 
Association  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, and  its  office  was  at  No.  10  Cooper  Union ; of 
this  branch  Mr.  Bridgham  was  secretary,  director 
and  general  superintendent.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  minutes  of  a special  meeting  of  a 
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New  England  Soldier’s  Relief  Association,  which 
was  held  June  3,  1862: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are 
tendered  to  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission,  for  his  efficient  and  valuable  ser- 
vices in  the  furtherance  of  the  humane  and  charitable  pur- 
poses of  this  Association,  and  especially  for  his  zealous 
co-operation  in  assisting  to  provide  for  and  clothe  the 
returned  Union  prisoners,  who  have  been  recently  under 
our  care. 

Signed,  William  Prime, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  Bridgham  was  attacked,  in  1870,  by  a dis- 
ease of  the  heart  which  in  a few  months  terminated 
fatally,  and  he  died  at  his  home  in  New  York  City 
Dec.  2,  1870,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  the 
North  Burying  Ground,  Providence. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  New  York 
Evening  Post : 

Died  at  his  home  in  New  York  on  Friday  night,  De- 
cember 2d,  1870,  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  aged  fifty- 
seven. 

In  making  the  record  of  Mr.  Bridgham’s  decease,  we 
are  confident  that  his  numerous  friends,  outside  the  circle 
of  his  kindred,  will  demand  some  expression  of  the  pecul- 
iar love  and  confidence  with  which  he  was  regarded  by 
hundreds  who  had  no  right  and  no  opportunity  to  show 
their  tender  appreciation  of  him  in  his  life  time.  His 
household  and  his  inner  circle  of  friends  knew  that  his 
nicety  of  conscience,  his  soundness  of  judgment,  his  pru- 
dence, and  tact,  were  just  as  marked  in  his  home  as  his 
gentleness  and  depth  and  constancy  of  affection.  His  chil- 
dren were  his  friends : His  family  the  best  company  he 
could  find.  In  a numerous  circle  of  kindred  he  filled  a 
central  place  as  adviser,  planner  and  executor  of  arrange- 
ments, involving  the  comfort  and  security  of  many,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  see  how  his  loss  to  them  can  ever  be  made 
up.  The  countless  services  and  kindnesses  of  his  busy  life 
of  love  and  usefulness  rendered  here  must  give  an  over- 
whelming sense  of  bereavement  to  his  relatives  in  at  least 
two  cities. 

Mr.  Bridgham  was  many  years  ago  in  active  business 
as  a merchant  and  like  so  many  others,  was  unfortunate; 
but  his  failure  was  one  of  his  highest  successes,  for  he 
never  rested  until  he  paid  every  penny  of  his  proportion 
of  the  debts  of  his  firm.  His  delicate  conscience  could 
not  rest  under  any  merely  legal  release  from  his  obliga- 
tions. The  leisure  he  gained  by  retiring  at  that  period 
from  active  business  he  devoted  to  public  service,  but  in 
so  characteristically  private  and  modest  a way  that  he  may 
truly  be  said  to  have  carried  his  domestic  character  into 
his  most  public  labors.  All  the  years  of  the  war  he  worked 
like  a hireling,  with  daily  devotion  of  hands  and  head  and 
heart  in  the  service  of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  the 
counselor,  agent,  servant  of  the  noble  and  devoted  women 
who,  in  the  Cooper  Union,  carried  on  the  great  work  of 
the  Woman’s  Central  Association  of  Relief.  The  im- 
pression of  fidelity,  disinterestedness,  patience  and  solid 
work  he  left  upon  the  unusually  competent  witnesses  about 
him  is  deep  and  ineffaceable.  His  exquisite  purity  and 
gentleness  made  him  the  beloved  companion  and  friend 
of  the  devoted  and  high-souled  women  who  administered 
that  exacting  and  persistent  service.  He  was  for  a dozen 
years  behind  the  scenes,  the  chief  guide  and  worker  in 
the  business  interests  of  The  Employment  Society  orig- 
inally founded  in  the  Church  of  the  Messiah. 

For  a few  years  past  he  has  been  most  deeply  and 
actively  interested  in  the  new  Samaritan  Home  for  the 
Aged,  and  in  both  these  e.xcellent  charities  his  zeal  and 
patience  and  method,  as  well  as  his  courtesy  and  kindness. 
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will  nevef  be  forgotten.  He  met  misfortune,  sickness, 
death  with  serenity,  fortitude  and  cheerfulness,  thoughtful 
to  the  last  of  all  about  him,  grateful  for  a life  he  pro- 
nounced happy  with  his  dying  breath.  He  passed  away  amid 
the  benedictions  of  his  family,  leaving  them  the  legacy  of  a 
most  lovely  character  and  the  sympathy  of  a wide  circle 
of  public  mourners,  who  seek  in  this  notice  some  expres- 
sion of  their  high  sense  of  the  virtues  and  graces  that 
made  his  life  fragrant  and  will  keep  his  grave  green. 

On  Oct.  3,  1839,  in  Boston,  iMass.,  the  Rev. 
Francis  \V.  P.  Grenwood  officiating,  Air.  Bridg- 
ham  was  married  to  his  second  cousin,  Eliza  Ann 
Fales,  daughter  of  Samuel  Fales. 

Airs.  Eliza  Ann  (Eales)  Bridgham  was  born  in 
Boston,  Alass.,  Oct.  4,  1813,  fourth  child  of  Samuel 
Eales,  of  Boston,  and  his  wife  Abigail  Haliburton, 
of  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia.  Samuel  Fales,  who  mar- 
ried Abigail  Haliburton,  Aug.  23,  1801,  was  a son 
of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  (Bradford)  Eales  (mar- 
ried in  1773),  the  latter  a descendant  in  the  fifth 
generation  from  Governor  William  Bradford  of  the 
“Alayflower”  Company.  Abigail  (Haliburton) 
Eales’s  pedigree  runs  back  through  the  English  and 
Scotch  lines  of  the  Haliburton  blood,  as  far  as  A.  D. 
1207.  Abigail  Haliburton’s  grandmother,  of  four 
generations  before  her  own  grandmother,  was  the 
celebrated  “Barbara  Burce”  (of  about  the  year 
1600)  ; from  there  the  blood  runs  back  through 
David  Haliburton  of  Dryburgh  Abbey  in  Scotland, 
and  William  Haliburton,  Lord  of  Alertoun,  whose 
father  was  Sir  Walter  Haliburton,  who  married 
Isabella  Stewart  (or  Stuart?),  daughter  of  Robert, 
Duke  of  Albany,  Regent ; then  it  continues  back 
through  the  Haliburtons  of  Dirleton  (at  about  A.  D. 
1400)  to  1207.  This  Haliburton  pedigree  and  fam- 
ily tree  was  made  out  in  England  at  the  Heraldry 
Office,  and  a copy  was  brought  over  here  and  given 
by  Tom  Haliburton,  author  of  “Sam  Slick,”  to  his 
cousin  Abigail  (Haliburton)  Fales,  in  Boston,  tell- 
ing her  that  all  she  had  to  do  was  to  place  her 
name  under  her  father's,  William  Haliburton’s,  and 
she  would  have  the  whole  family  genealogy  as  it 
was  in  Europe.  The  whole  subject  was  investi- 
gated by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  whose  grandmother  was 
Barbara'  Haliburton.  The  title  of  Haliburton  was 
forfeited  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

Airs.  Bridgham  died  suddenly  in  1894  at  the  old 
Bridgham  farm  in  East  Providence,  where  she  was 
passing  the  summer,  and  she  was  buried  in  the 
North  Burying  Ground,  Providence. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  some  of 
the  letters  of  condolence  received  by  her  sons  after 
her  death : 

Look  upon  your  mother’s  life  and  see  what  a useful 
active  life  it  always  was!  Born  of  an  old  and  respected 
New  England  family,  well  educated,  well  read,  a good 
musician  with  cultivated  tastes,  which  never  forsook  her 
even  to  the  last  day  of  her  life— pure  in  thought  and  action, 
she  always  had  an  elevating  effect  upon  those  around  her 
and  took  part  eagerly  in  every  good  work  that  presented 
itself.  She  had  a strong  personality  which  through  life 
made  for  her  firm  and  lasting  friendships.  Think  of  her  work 
in  her  younger  days  in  the  Employment  Society  for  the  re- 


lief of  poor  sewing  women.  Then  remember  the  untiring 
and  active  way  she  worked  for  the  soldiers  during  the  Civil 
war,  giving  up  herself,  heart  and  soul,  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union  and  laboring  continually  with  her  husband  in  the 
Woman’s  Central  Relief  Association,  the  New  York  branch 
of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission.  Even  during 
her  odd  minutes  of  leisure  at  home,  with  all  her  various 
duties  to  her  household  and  children,  she  found  time  to 
knit  over  two  hundred  pairs  of  socks  for  the  troops.  Her 
entomological  collections  alone,  well-known  at  the  time  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  would  have  been  a life 
work  for  some  people  and  yet,  with  all  these  various 
employments,  she  found  time  to  help  originate  and  be  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  New  York  Samaritan  Home  for 
the  Aged.  In  this  charity  she  always  took  a lively  interest 
and  regularly  for  years  visited  the  Home  weekly  until  age 
forced  her  to  withdraw.  With  all  these  different  interests 
and  pursuits  what  a charming  home  she  made  for  herself 
and  husband  and  children,  surrounding  them  continually 
with  books  and  music  and  throwing  them  in  contact  with 
refined,  cultivated  and  literary  companions.  Her  hospitable 
home  and  delightful  companionship  will  long  be  remem- 
bered. 

Another  wrote : 

Your  mother’s  death  was  almost  idyllic.  Surrounded 
by  her  devoted  children  and  old  servants,  at  the  quiet  old 
homestead,  which  she  loved  so  dearly,  a home  that  had 
been  in  the  Bridgham  family  for  nearly  two  hundred  years 
—the  quaintest,  loveliest  spot  that  could  be  imagined,  where 
nothing  was  ever  changed  or  altered,  yet  always  kept  up  in 
perfect  order,  where  it  has  always  been  a joy  to  her  to 
spend  her  summers  midst  the  old  family  heirlooms  that 
had  come  down  to  her  from  generation  after  generation, 
and  where  every  room  and  article  of  furniture  has  its  own 
history — surrounded  by  flowers,  many  of  which,  in  past 
years,  she  had  herself  transplanted  from  her  father’s  home 
in  Boston : What  greater  blessing  would  she  have  asked 
than  to  die,  when  the  time  came,  as  she  did,  a perfectly 
peaceful,  painless  death,  amidst  such  surroundings  ? 

Everything  seemed  to  have  taken  place  just  as  she 
would  have  desired!  The  short  and  simple,  yet  most  im- 
pressive, funeral  service  which  was  held  in  the  old  house 
before  she  was  carried  out  on  that  most  perfect  morning 
beneath  the  flowering  shrubs,  in  the  full  bloom  of  their  early 
autumn  foliage,  and  the  old  trees,  planted  by  her  fore- 
fathers, trees  wliich  had  always  been  her  pride  and  delight ; 
followed  by  her  children  and  a few  close  friends,  and  her 
faithful  servants  who  had  grown  old  in  her  service,  to  be 
laid  at  rest  beside  her'  husband  in  the  North  Burying 
Ground  amid  those  whom  she'  had  loved  best  in  life. 

The  children  of  Samuel  W.  Bridgham  and  his 
wife,  Eliza  Ann  (Fales)  Bridgham,  were:  Samuel 
Willard,  Joseph  and  William  Haliburton. 

(VUI)  Samuel  W'illard  Bridgham  was  born 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  Nov.  ii,  1842,  and  entered 
Columbia  College  in  the  class  of  1864,  but  was  only 
in  the  class  a few  months  in  i860,  as  he  suffered 
from  a severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  In  1864  he 
again  entered  Columbia  College  in  the  “School  of 
Alines,”  and  graduated  with  the  first  class  that  went 
through  the  Institution  in  1868.  After  graduation 
he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Hale,  Bridgham 
& Harmer,  mining  engineers  and  chemists,  with  of- 
fices at  No.  57  Broadway,  New  York.  He  joined 
Company  K,  7th  Regiment,  New  York  Alilitia,  and 
served  his  time  in  the  regiment — afterward  becom- 
ing a Captain  and  Ordnance  Officer  on  the  First 
Brigade  Staff.  In  this  position  he  served  for  some 
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years.  He  was  married,  Jan.  7,  1869,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride’s  parents  in  New  York  City,  Dr.  Henry 
C.  Potter,  rector  of  Grace  Church,  officiating,  to 
Hiss  Fanny  Schermerhorn,  born  in  Paris,  France, 
July  21,  1846,  daughter  of  William  Colford  and 
Ann  E.  H.  (Cottenet)  Schermerhorn,  of  New  York. 

(VIII)  Joseph  Bridgham,  born  in  New  York, 
Oct.  15,  1845,  entered  Brown  University  in  Provi- 
dence, and  graduated  with  his  class  in  1867.  After 
graduating  he  studied  architecture.  He  married 
June  28,  1870,  in  Providence,  Miss  Florence  Made- 
lene  Jenckes,  daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen 
Jenckes.  She  was  born  June  2,  1849,  Providence. 
They  had  three  children : Samuel  Willard ; Ida 
Florence,  born  at  East  Providence,  on  the  Bridgham 
farm,  April  28,  1875 ; and  Eliza  Haliburton,  born 
at  East  Providence  on  the  Bridgham  farm,  Nov.  9, 
1882. 

' (Vni)  William  Haliburton  Bridgham,  born 
in  New  York,  March  31,  1849,  entered  Columbia 
College  and  graduated  in  1871,  entering  the  Colum- 
bia College  Law  School  the  following  year.  He 
married  April  28,  1906,  Mrs.  Honorine  Garguilo 
\’ail,  of  New  York  City. 

(IX)  Samuel  Willard  Bridgham,  son  of  Jo- 
seph, was  born  at  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  May  22,  1872. 
He  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1894, 
studied  law  at  Harvard  Law  School  for  two  years 
to  1896,  and  went  into  a law  office  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1897.  He  mar- 
ried in  Providence,  Miss  Edyth  Hopwood  Fenner, 
born  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Dec.  9,  1872,  and  daughter 
of  Jesse  C.  Fenner  and  his  wife,  Jane  Clyde  Hop- 
wood.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children; 
Florence  Madeline,  horn  in  Providence,  Sept.  29, 
1903  ; and  Samuel  Willard,  born  at  East  Providence, 
June  3,  1905. 

Paine-Fales.  The  Paine  family  genealogy  by 
intermarriage  became  much  intermingled  with  that 
of  the  families  of  Tales  and  Bridgham.  Stephen 
Paine,  the  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
family,  came  from  Great  Ellingham,  Norfolk,  Eng- 
land, and  arrived  in  New  England  in  1638  with  a 
large  company  of  immigrants  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Hingiiam,  bringing  his  wife,  three  children 
and  four  servants  in  the  ship  “Diligent,”  of  Ipswich. 
He  settled  first  in  Hingham,  IMass.,  but  about  1643 
removed  to  Rehoboth,  of  which  town  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  first  proprietors.  He  possessed 
large  estates  in  that  and  adjoining  towns,  and  was 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  colony. 
He  was  representative  to  the  General  Court  for 
many  years,  and  until  his  death  in  August,  1679. 
His  wife, , Neele,  died  in  Rehoboth,  Jan.  20,  1660. 
He  married  (second)  Alice,  widow  of  William  Par- 
ker of  Taunton,  and  she  died  Dec.  5,  1682.  His 
will  is  on  file  in  the  Boston  State  House.  Records 
have  been  preserved  of  his  sons  Stephen  and  Na- 
thaniel. 

(H)  Nathaniel  Paine,  youngest  son  of  the  emi- 
grant Stephen,  came  to  New  England  with  his 


father  in  1638.  In  1643  removed  from  Hingham 
to  Rehoboth,  where  he  attained  prominence  and  in- 
fluence. He  purchased  much  land  in  Swansea,  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1676-7,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  expenses  of  King  Philip’s 
war.  He  died  not  long  before  his  father,  in  Boston, 
where  his  last  years  of  life  were  spent,  leaving  a 
widow  Elizabeth,  and  an  only  son  Nathaniel. 

(HI)  Nathaniel  Paine,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  was 
the  only  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth,  and  was 
born  Oct.  18,  1661,  at  Rehoboth.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  an 
early  resident.  He  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Rainsford,  of  Boston.  In  1710  he  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
for  five  years  was  also  judge  of  Probate.  Eor 
twenty  years  he  was  a councillor  of  Massachusetts 
Bay.  He  died  Eeb.  28,  1723,  and  his  wife  Dorothy 
in  January,  1753.  They  had  eleven  children. 

(IV)  Alathaea  Paine,  seventh  child  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Dorothy,  was  born  in  1697.  She  mar- 
ried Timothy  Tales,  and  in  1711  they  went  to  live 
in  Bristol,  R.  I.  She  died  in  1747,  the  mother  of 
one  son,  Nathaniel. 

{\)  Nathaniel  Fales,  son  of  Timothy  and 
Alathaea,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  July  4,  1720. 
He  married  Sarah  Little,  and  they  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, among  them  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth. 

(VI)  Nathaniel  Tales,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Sarah,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  May  ii,  1749,  and 
he  died  in  1834,  aged  eighty-five  years.  In  1773 
he  married  Elizabeth  Bradford,  a descendant  in  the 
fifth  generation  from  Gov.  William  Bradford,  of 
the  “Mayflower.”  Of  the  seven  children  born 
to  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth,  the  second  son,  Samuel, 
married,  Aug.  23,  1801,  Abigail  Haliburton.  Samuel 
and  Abigail  (Haliburton)  Fales  had  five  children, 
and  their  youngest,  Eliza  Ann,  married  Samuel  W. 
Bridgham,  son  of  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  first 
mayor  of  Providence. 

George  Curtis,  late  president  of  the  Continental 
National  Bank,  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  that  city, 
was  born  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  Feb.  26,  1796,  and 
he  died  Jan.  7,  1856.  His  home  had  always  been 
at  No.  9 and  No.  27  Washington  Place,  New  York. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss 
Burrill,  who  died  leaving  two  sons,  George  William 
(who  died  in  1892)  and  James  Burrill.  In  Provi- 
dence, April  3,  1834,  Mr.  Curtis  married  Julia 
Bowen  Bridgham,  born  Nov.  17,  1810,  daughter  of 
Mayor  Samuel  W.  and  Elizabeth  Bridgham.  She 
died  Dec.  29,  1874,  and  both  she  and  her  husband 
rest  in  the  North  Burying  Ground,  Providence. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  N’ew  York 
Liberal  Christian  under  date  of  Jan.  9,  1875  : 

The  funeral  of  Mrs.  George  Curtis, took  place  at  her 
old  residence  No.  27  Washington  Place  on  Thursday 
morning,  December  31st.  How  many  pleasant  memories 
were  chastened  at  her  bier  in  that  familiar  parlor,  so  long 
the  scene  of  her  hospitable,  cordial  and  bright  dominion  as 
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wife,  mother,  sister  and  friend ! Intelligent,  sincere,  wo- 
manly, beautiful  with  a beauty  years  could  not  extinguish, 
she  made  her  familiar  friends  covetous  of  her  compan- 
ionship and  attracted  the  good  will  of  all  who  ever  saw 
her.  The  loss  of  her  excellent  and  distinguished  husband 
in  middle  life  left  her  a widow  with  a family  of  sons  whom 
she  bound  closely  to  the  home  they  have  since  honored 
with  lives  worthy  of  their  parents. 

Four  sons  were  born  to  the  marriage  of  George 
and  Jtilia  B.  (Bridgham)  Curtis,  namely:  Samuel 
Bridgham,  Joseph  Bridgham,  Edward  and  John 
Greene. 

( I )  Samuel  Bridgham  Curtis  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  L,  Dec.  24,  1834.  He  was  educated 
in  the  New  York  schools  and  at  a school  in  West 
Cornwall,  Conn.,  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old, 
when  he  became  an  office  boy  in  the  New  York  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Commerce,  of  which  his  father, 
George  Curtis,  was  then  cashier.  About  1850  the 
father  became  a partner  in  a banking  firm  in  New, 
York,  and  Samuel  B.  went  with  him  as  clerk.  In 
about  a year  this  banking  firm  was  dissolved,  and 
the  Continental  National  Bank  of  New  York  was 
formed  with  George  Curtis  as  president.  The  son 
obtained  a position  in  this  bank  as  check  clerk,  and 
gradually  rose  to  be  third  teller.  He  resigned  from 
this  bank  in  1858,  and  became  assistant  cashier  in 
the  National  Bank  of  Commerce.  On  March  26, 
i860,  he  joined  Company  K,  7th  New  York  militia, 
and  in  1861,  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  he  resigned  his  position  in  the  bank,  in  order  to 
go  to  the  front,  accompanying  his  regiment  on  their 
famous  trip  to  Washington  on  the  “1961  of  April.” 
Later  he  became  a teller  in  the  Cashier’s  department 
of  the  New  York  Custom  House.  This  position  he 
retained  with  the  exception  of  one  interval  of  a few 
years  until  Aug.  7,  1885,  when  he  was  forced  by  ill- 
ness to  abandon  it. 

On  Dec.  5,  1867,  Mr.  Curtis  was  married  in 
West  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  P. 
Yarnall,  to  Miss  Louise  Kreider  Fuller,  daughter  of 
Pliny  B.  Fuller,  of  Providence,  born  in  New  York, 
[March  27,  1844.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren : Jeanie  Bridgham,  born  Sept.  7,  1868 ; and 
William  Fuller,  born  Feb.  25,  1873.  Mr.  Curtis 
died  at  his  home  on  Staten  Island  July  29,  1887, 
and  his  remains  rest  in  the  North  Burying  Ground, 
Providence. 

(2)  Colonel  Joseph  Bridgham  Curtis  was  born 
in  Providence  Oct.  25,  1836.  He  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  Scientific  School,  and  became  by 
profession  a civil  engineer.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  he  volunteered  his  services  and  became  an 
officer  in  the  Union  army,  rising  rapidly  until  he 
reached  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  4th  R. 
I.  V.  I.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec.  13,  1862,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of 
his  age.  His  body  was  recovered  and  taken  to 
Providence,  where  it  lay  in  state  in  the  rotunda  of 
the  City  Hall.  The  city  authorities  accorded  him  a 
public  funeral,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  with  military 


honors  in  the  North  Burying  Ground.  He  was 
never  married. 

(3)  Edward  Curtis  was  born  in  Providence 
June  4,  1838.  In  July,  1859,  he  was  graduated 
from  Harvard,  and  then  entered  the  New  York 
hledical  School.  Being  still  a student  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  entered  the  United  States 
Medical  service  July  5,  1861,  as  a ^volunteer 
dresser,”  and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  Union 
Hotel  Hospital  at  Georgetown,  D.  C.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  he  was  appointed  a medical  cadet  in  the 
United  States  Army.  In  May,  1862,  he  was  as- 
signed to  duty  at  Cliffburne  Barracks,  near  Wash- 
ington, and  Aug.  23,  1862,  was  sent  to  the  Army  of 
Virginia,  and  five  days  later  was  assigned  for  duty 
at  the  Satterlee  General  Hospital,  West  Philadel- 
phia. On  May  5,  1863,  he  was  appointed  acting 
assistant  surgeon.  United  States  Army,  and  assigned 
to  special  duty  in  the  Microscopical  section  of  the 
Army  Medical  Museum  at  Washington,  D.  C.  On 
March  4,  1864,  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  from  the  JMedical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.  On  March  30,  1864,  lie 
was  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  in  the  army, 
and  June  5th  of  that  year  was  ordered  to  White 
House,  Va.,  for  temporary  field  duty,  and  he  served 
there  and  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  until  June 
22d,  1864,  when  he  was  ordered  for  temporary  duty 
to  Fortress  Monroe,  serving  as  consulting  and  oper- 
ating surgeon  to  the  Hampton  General  Hospital. 
On  Sept.  20,  1864,  he  was  ordered  for  temporary 
duty  to  Winchester,  Va.,  serving  as  executive  officer 
to  the  Sheridan  Field  Hospital.'  The  following 
April,  in  conjunction  with  Surgeon  J.  J.  Woodward 
of  the  U.  S.  Army,  he  performed  the  autopsy  on  the 
body  of  President  Lincoln.  On  June  15.  1865,  he 
was  commissioned  captain,  U.  S.  A.,  by  brevet,  for 
“faithful  and  meritorious  services  during  the  war,” 
to  date  from  March  13,  1865,  and  on  April  27,  1867, 
he  was  similarly  commissioned  major.  During  this 
latter  year  he  prepared  for  official  publication  the 
“Catalogue  of  the  Alicroscopical  Section  of  the 
Army  Medical  Museum.”  On  Feb.  22,  1869,  he 
was  directed,  with  assistant  surgeon,  J.  S.  Billings, 
U.  S.  A.,  to  institute  investigations  into  the  patho- 
logy of  the  then  prevailing  diseases  of  cattle,  on  re- 
quest of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  On  May 
14,  1869,  he  was  ordered  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Naval 
Observatory  for  the  purpose  of  photographing  the 
phenomena  of  the  total  solar  eclipse  of  August  7th ; 
and  on  Nov.  29,  1869,  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
office  of  the  Surgeon  General.  Here  he  remained 
until  Feb.  7,  1870,  when  he  resigned  from  govern- 
ment service,  and,  locating  in  New  York,  began 
practicing  as  a physician.  From  this  time  forward 
he  filled  various  positions  in  the  New  York  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary ; the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary ; the  New  York  Board  of  Health ; the  United 
States  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Company : and  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  the  Med- 
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ical  Department  of  Columbia  College.  On  Nov. 
16,  1864,  Dr.  Curtis  married  Miss  Augusta  Lawler 
Stacey,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  and  their  children  were : 
Julia  Augusta,  born  Sept.  7,  1865  (died  Feb.  26, 
1870)  ; Constance,  March  i,  1869;  George,  Nov.  27, 
1870;  Natalie,  April  26,  1875;  Bridgham,  Sept.  30, 
1876;  and  Marian,  Dec.  14,  1877. 

(4)  John  Green  Curtis  was  born  in  New  York 
City  Oct.  29,  1844,  and  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard in  the  class  of  1866.  He  later  studied  medi- 
cine and  was  graduated  from  Columbia  Medical 
School  in  1870.  On  Jan.  i,  1872,  he  became  a 
partner  of  Dr.  Henry  B.  Sands,  of  New  York,  and 
remained  with  him  until  July  i,  1883,  when  he  re- 
tired from  private  practice  to  devote  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  duties  of  professor  in  the  medical 
school  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  Aug.  14, 
1883.  Dr.  Curtis  has  been  twice  married.  On  Oct. 
20,  1874,  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  McCook  Davis, 
widow  of  Dupont  Alexander  Davis,  and  daughter  of 
Alajor  Daniel  McCook,  of  Ohio,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  killed  in  action  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
Airs.  Davis  was  born  in  Ohio  Dec.  18,  1843.  By 
her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Curtis  had  one  daughter, 
who  afterward  married  an  Englishman  and  went  to 
England  to  live.  Dr.  Curtis  married  (second)  Dec. 
13,  1902,  at  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Montreal, 
Aliss  Netta  Easterm,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry 
James  Blackwood,  of  Norwich,  Eng.,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  S.  Boyle. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  reside  at  his  comfortable 
home.  No.  327  West  58th  street.  New  York  City. 

HON.  WILLIAM  WARNER  HOPPIN.  The 
name  of  Hoppin  in  New  England  history  reaches 
back  to  the  dawn  of  its  settlement  and  is  one  that 
has  been  highly  honored  in  Rhode  Island.  Born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Sept,  i,  1807,  William  War- 
ner Hoppin  was  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Esther 
Phillips  (Warner)  Hoppin  and  a descendant  from 
Thomas  Hoppin,  who  was  among  the  early  colon- 
ists at  Plymouth,  Mass.  Erom  this  Thomas  Hop- 
pin the  lineage  of  the  late  William  W.  Hop- 
pin, of  Providence,  is  through  Stephen,  Benjamin, 
Benjamin  (2),  Col.  Benjamin  and  Col.  Benjamin 
(2)- 

Hon.  William  Warner  Hoppin,  a son  of  Col. 
Benjamin  Hoppin  (2),  inherited  many  of  the  sterl- 
ing qualities  of  his  revered  ancestors.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  was  graduated  from  Yale  College, 
now  Yale  University,  delivering  the  class  oration 
at  commencement.  He  subsequently  entered  the 
law  school  at  New  Haven,  and  in  the  year  1830 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Providence  Bar.  His  official 
political  career  began  in  1838,  when  he  was  elected 
a member  of  the  common  council.  From  this  time 
on  until  his  lamented  decease  his  life  was  one  of 
incessant  activity,  for  he  was,  in  public  service 
and  in  business,  identified  with  the  most  important 
movements  of  both  city  and  State.  He  served  in 
the  council  until  1842.  In  1847  he  was  chosen  a 


member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  in  which  capa- 
city he  rendered  the  city  good  service  for  five  suc- 
cessive years.  In  1853  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  and  in  the  years  1854,  1855  and  1856  he  was 
elected  governor  of  Rhode  Island  by  the  Whig 
party.  In  1866  he  was  re-elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  in  1867  he  was  appointed,  through  his 
personal  friend.  Chief  Justice  Chase,  registrar  in 
bankruptcy,  an  office  he  held  until  his  resignation, 
in  1872.  In  1875  he  was  again  chosen  a represent- 
ative in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State. 

Governor  Hoppin  had  declined  the  invitation  to 
accept,  repeatedly,  the  nomination  for  member  of 
Congress  in  the  Lower  House,  and  in  1857,  when 
urged  to  be  a candidate  for  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate, withheld  his  name  and  his  influence  in  favor 
of  the  election  of  James  F.  Simmons.  He  served 
for  many  years  as  a member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee of  Providence,  devoting  his  great  personal  in- 
fluence and  distinguished  talents  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  public  schools  and  the  welfare  of  the 
young. 

On  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  Gov- 
ernor Hoppin  became  a member  of  it,  and  on  Feb. 
I,  1861,  was  appointed  a delegate  to  the  Peace  Con- 
gress which  met  in  Washington,  and  was  one  of 
the  speakers  in  that  distinguished  body  of  men. 
He  represented  his  State  in  the  Clay,  Fremont 
and  Grant  Presidential  campaigns.  Throughout 
the  Civil  war  he  contributed  of  his  means  and  in- 
fluence and  personal  efforts  in  the  enlistment  of 
troops,  their  comfort  in  the  field  and  the  moral 
support  of  the  national  administration.  • 

Governor  Hoppin  was  one  of  the  earliest  ad- 
vocates of  introducing  water  and  gas  into  the  city 
of  Providence.  He  labored  earnestly  and  success- 
fully for  the  construction  of  the  Providence  & 
Fishkill  railroad  as  far  as  Waterbury,  Cc^pn.,  and 
he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  company.  He  was 
identified  with  the  official  management  of  a number 
of  the  prominent  moneyed  and  charitable 
institutions  of  Providence.  He  served  in 
the  early  sixties  as  president  of  the  Yale 
Alumni  Association.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  branch  of  the  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati. He  was  a member  of  Beneficent  Congre- 
gational Church,  where  his  family  had  worshiped 
for  generations,  and  was,  withal,  a devout  Chris- 
tian man.  His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vose,  in  a ser- 
mon preached  shortly  after  Governor  Hoppin’s 
death,  paid  a glowing  tribute  to  his  moral  worth 
and  excellence. 

In  private  life  Governor  Hoppin  was  eminently 
social,  and  in  his  beautiful  summer  residence,  at 
Warwick  Neck,  he  delighted  to  surround  himself 
with  friends  and  dispense  the  hospitalities  which 
there  so  abounded. 

Governor  Hoppin  died  April  19,  1890,  and  on 
the  2 1st  of  that  month  the  following  editorial  on 
his  life  appeared  in  the  Providence  Journal:  “Wil- 
liam Warner  Hoppin  in  his  later  years  exemplified 
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in  a remarkable  degree  as  a citizen  of  Providence, 
and  a worthy  son  of  Rhode  Island,  the  truth  of 
Shakespeare’s  description  of  the  comforts  and  con- 
solation of  old  age,  which  is  the  rounding  out  of 
a clear  and  well-spent  life  in  the  ‘honor  and  troops 
of  friends’  which  pay  tribute  to  it.  His  slight  but 
erect  figure  and  his  kindly  and  friendly  face  were 
greeted  with  affectionate  welcome  of  respect,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  acquaintance,  by  all  citi- 
zens, and  upon  all  public  occasions,  when  he  ap- 
peared, the  salutation  due  not  less  to  honor  for  his 
character  and  public  services  than  to  reverent  af- 
fection for  man.  None  who  were  present  at  the 
supper  of  the  Providence  Press  Club  in  February 
will  forget  the  applause  which  greeted  his  appear- 
ance, the  silent  attention  paid  to  his  affecting  and 
eloquent  speech,  and  the  simultaneous  impulses 
which  brought  the  whole  assembly  to  its  feet  when 
he  withdrew,  and  this  was  only  an  example  of  the 
effect  which  his  presence  produced  in  every  gather- 
ing. This,  as  we  have  said,  was  due  not  only  to  the 
respect  for  his  public  services  and  character,  but 
to  the  affection  called  out  by  the  genial,  kindly  and 
friendly  nature  of  the  man,  mellowed  and  warmed, 
rather  than  soured,  by  tbe  infirmities  of  age,  the 
natural  and  unforced  courtesy  of  the  manners  and 
the  unmistakable  indication  of  an  honorable,  honest 
and  self-respecting  character. 

‘‘Governor  Hoppin  was  a thorough  Rhode  Is- 
lander in  the  best  sense  of  the  word.  Inheriting 
its  traditions  from  an  honored  ancestry  identified 
with  its  foundation  and  history,  his  love  for  and 
pride  in  his  native  State  were  naturally  deep  and 
profound,  but  it  was  in  no  sense  narrow  and 
provincial.  He  was  always  ready  to  consider  and 
adopt  political  or  economic  reforms,  made  neces- 
sary by  the  changed  conditions  of  population  or 
circumstances,  and  to  his  latest  day  his  utterances 
in  speech  or  writing  were  in  favor  of  advance  or 
improvement  in  all  matters  which  commended 
themselves  to  his  judgment  as  wise  and  practical. 
In  his  years  of  active  exertion  in  public  service 
and  business  he  was  identified  with  many  of  the 
most  important  movements  in  State  and  municipal 
affairs,  and  no  enterprise  calculated  to  increase 
the  prosperity  of  the  community  was  without  his 
intelligent  interest  and  aid.  He  was  prompt  to 
resent  any  insult  or  injury  to  the  State,  either 
without  or  within,  and  his  voice  and  example  could 
always  be  safely  counted  upon  by  the  citizens,  in 
the  cause  of  Rhode  Island’s  honor  and  high  stand- 
ing. To  his  latest  days  he  kept  up  the  practice  of 
addressing  his  fellow-citizens  on  public  topics  on 
subjects  of  importance  through  communications  to 
the  columns  of  the  Journal,  and  the  decisiveness 
of  his  opinion  was  as  marked  as  his  unfailing 
moderation  of  language  and  courtesy  of  temper 
toward  all  opponents. 

“The  record  of  Governor  Hoppin’s  services  in 
the  service  of  the  city  and  State  was  a long  and 
honorable  one,  and  it  can  be  justly  said  of  him,  as 


of  all  his  contemporaries,  that  he  never  sought  or 
obtained  office  by  any  unworthy  or  corrupt  means, 
but  on  more  than  one  occasion  suppressed  his  per- 
sonal ambition  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
good  of  the  State  and  nation.  But  his  public 
services,  not  less  so  was  the  example  of  his  pure 
and  honorable  life  as  a citizen,  the  influence  of  his 
unselfish  public  spirit  and  patriotism,  and  the  per- 
vading emanation  of  his  generous  and  high-minded 
character.  The  tribute  which  Rhode  Island  will 
pay  at  the  grave  of  William  Warner  Hoppin  will 
be  one  of  reverent  affection  as  well  as  respect  and 
honor,  and  no  better  than  this  comes  to  any  man 
who  yields  up  a life  full  of  years  at  the  end  of 
nature’s  term  of  existence.” 

An  evidence  of  the  highly  honorable  character 
of  Governor  Hoppin  was  strikingly  shown  when, 
it  is  related,  he  refused  the  nomination  of  United 
States  senator,  which  would  be  his  by  the  purchase 
of  one  vote.  He  would  never  buy  any  votes,  and 
so  refused  to  have  the  office  by  adopting  such 
means. 

On  June  26,  1832,  Governor  Hoppin  married 
Frances  A.  Street,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a de- 
scendant through  a long  line  of  Puritan  ancestors 
distinguished  for  their  deep  piety  and  intellectual 
attainments.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this  union: 
Frederick  Street  and  William  Warner,  the  former 
a graduate  of  Yale  and  the  latter  of  Brown.  Fred- 
erick S.  Hoppin  was  a member  of  the  Providence 
Bar,  and  resided  in  that  city  until  his  death.  May 
29,  1907,  while  William  W.  Hoppin  resides  in  New 
York. 

BALLOU  (Woonsocket  family).  The  Ballous 
of  Rhode  Island  and  that  part  of  Massachusetts  ad- 
jacent thereto  spring  from  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Providence  Plantations  5nd  of  this  Common- 
wealth. They  have  been  a continuous  family  in 
this  region  of  country  for  two  hundred  and  sixty 
years,  and  are  now  a numerous  family  not  only  here 
but  throughout  the  country,  and  they,  too,  have  been 
a family  of  considerable  prominence.  Since  the 
earlier  Colonial  period  the  town  of  Cumberland  has 
been  the  home  of  the  branch  of  the  family  with 
which  this  article  especially  deals — that  of  some  of 
the  posterity  of  the  Hon.  Levi  Ballou,  who  was 
conspicuous  as  a patriot  of  the  Revolution,  and 
shared  largely  in  town  offices  of  honor  and  respon- 
sibility, frequently  representing  his  fellow  towns- 
men in  the  General  Assembly.  His  son  and  name- 
sake was  such  a man  as  his  father,  and  was  sim- 
ilarly honored ; and  the  latter’s  son,  the  late  Hon. 
Latimer  Whipple  Ballou,  of  Woonsocket,  a man  of 
fine  abilities  and  large  usefulness,  was  long  one  of 
that  city’s  leading  citizens,  at  the  head  of  its  finan- 
cial institutions  and  business  enterprises,  a Presi- 
dential elector,  delegate  to  National  Republican 
Convention,  and  for  several  terms  a Representative 
from  his  State  in  the  United  States  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. His  mantle  in  turn  fell  upon  the 
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shoulders  of  a son,  the  late  Hon.  Henry  Latimer 
Ballou,  of  the  same  city,  who  worthily  bore  it,  and 
as  banker,  business  man  and  citizen,  so  conducted 
himself  as  to  win  the  universal  esteem  and  respect 
of  his  community. 

There  follows  the  family  history  and  genealogy 
of  this  Woonsocket  Ballou  family,  the  arrangement 
being  chronological  from  the  Rhode  Island  settler. 

(I)  Haturin  Ballou  was  at  Providence  as  early 
as  1646,  in  January  of  which  year  he  had  a grant 
•of  land.  He  was  a freeman,  1658.  He  married 
Hannah  Pike,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Catherine. 
Their  children  were:  John,  James,  Peter,  Hannah 
and  Samuel. 

(II)  James  Ballou,  born  in  1652,  married 
Susanna  Whitman,  born  Feb.  28,  1658,  and  they 
were  of  Providence  and  Smithfield,  R.  1.  Their 
children  were:  James,  born  Nov.  i,  1684;  Na- 
thaniel, April  9,  1687;  Obadiah,  Sept.  6,  1689; 
Samuel,  Jan.  23,  1692;  Susanna,  Jan.  3,  1695; 
Bathsheba,  Feb.  15,  1698;  and  Nehemiah,  Jan.  20, 
1702. 

(HI)  Obadiah  Ballou,  born  Sept.  6,  1689,  in 
what  was  then  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  (first), 
Jan.  5,  1717-18,  Damaris,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Aldrich)  Bartlett,  and  (second),  Dec.  26, 
1740,  i\Irs.  Sarah  (Whipple)  Salisbury,  born  Dec. 
26,  1701,  in  Cumberland,  widow  of  Jonathan  Salis- 
bury and  daughter  of  Israel  Whipple.  His  chil- 
dren,. all  born  in  what  became  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
but  was  at  the  time  Wrentham,  Mass.,  were : 
Ezekiel,  born  Jan.  5,  1718-19;  Susanna,  Dec.  7, 
1720;  Daniel,  Dec.  27,  1722;  Abner,  Oct.  28,  1725; 
Anna,  Dec.  20,  1727;  Obadiah,  Sept.  29,  1730; 
Esther,  Aug.  24,  1733;  Aaron,  March  2,  1738  (all 
to  the  first  marriage)  ; Zerviah,  Jan.  4,  1742  ( ?)  ; Jo- 
seph, i\Iay  15,  1746  ( ?)  ;and  Benjamin,  Feb.  7,  1749. 

(IM)  Ezekiel  Ballou,  born  Jan.  5,  1718-19, 
in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  married  July  3,  1740,  Joanna, 
daughter  of  Elder  Josiah  Cook,  and  his  homestead 
was  located  three-fourths  of  a mile  northeast  of 
the  Ballou  meetinghouse.  They  were  farming 
people.  Mr.  Ballou  died  June  5,  1789,  and  his 
widow  Joanna  passed  away  Jan.  16,  1797.  Their 
children,  all  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  L,  were : 
Jesse,  born  March  30,  1741;  Levi,  Sept.  23,  1744; 
Amey,  Nov.  24,  1745;  Reuben,  Nov.  26,  1747;  Asa, 
IMarch  2,  1750;  INIary,  Aug.  12,  1752;  Anna,  March 
I,  1756;  and  Joanna,  Sept.  27,  1759. 

(V)  Levi  Ballou,  bom  Sept.  23,  1744,  married 
in  what  became  Cumberland,  R.  I..  MarclT2i,  1764, 
Comfort  Thompson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballou  were 
intelligent  and  upright  people,  eminent  in  the  front 
social  rank  of  their  community.  They  reared  their 
large  family  with  credit  to  themselves,  respecta- 
bility to  their  children  and  profit  to  society.  INIr. 
Ballou  was  conspicuous  as  a Revolutionary  patriot, 
shared  largely  in  town  offices  of  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, was  long  a popular  justice  of  the  peace, 
frequently  represented  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  was  a much 


trusted  counsellor  in  the  affairs  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. He  died  July  13,  1805.  His  widow  died 
Oct.  28,  1826,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  Their  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Cumberland,  were : Rachel,  born 
Sept.  II,  1765;  Philena,  Oct.  6,  1766;  Rhoda,  Dec. 
15,  1768;  Vienna,  Jan.  29,  1771;  Welcome,  March 
I,  1773;  Joanna,  Feb.  25,  1775;  Flavius  J.,  Oct.  13, 
1776;  Rachel  and  Emilia  (twins).  May  8,  1780; 
Levi,  Aug.  29,  1782;  Olney,  born  Sept.  28,  1784; 
and  Barton,  July  19,  1791. 

(\T)  Levi  Ballou  (2),  born  Aug.  29,  1782, 
in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  married  iNlay  10,  1804,  Hepsi- 
bah,  born  Jan.  5,  1779,  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Jemima  (Roy)  Metcalf.  They 
were  both  intellectually  bright,  and  morally 
worthy  people,  and  they  reared  an  intelligent  and 
upright  family.  Mr.  Ballou  inherited  the  eastern 
part  of  his  father's  ample  estate.  He  was  an  in- 
dustrious, judicious,  economical  farmer.  As  a citi- 
zen he  was  much  interested  in  public  affairs.  He 
was  well  gifted  in  speech  and  orderly  methods  of 
municipal  proceeding,  and  honored  accordingly  by 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  often  moderator  of 
town  meetings,  and  for  many  years  president  of 
the  Probate  town  council.  In  all  movements  for 
civil,  educational  and  general  improvements,  he 
was  prominent.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was  a 
stanch  L^niversalist,  and  an  acute  arguer.  He  was 
deservedly  held  in  respectful  esteem,  even  by  those 
who  differed  from  some  of  his  opinions.  He  died 
June  4,  1836.  His  widow  Hepsibah  died  Nov.  20, 
i860,  in  her  eighty-second  year.  Their  children, 
all  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  were : Eliab  Met- 
calf, born  April  20,  1805  : Harriet  Miriam,  Aug.  27, 
1807;  Caroline  Eliza,  Nov.  18,  1809;  Latimer 
Whipple,  March  i,  1812:  Jane  Wilkinson,  Eeb.  25, 
1814:  Levi  Thompson,  March  13,  1816;  and  Mary 
Freeman,  June  9,  1819. 

(VH)  L.xtimer  Whipple  Ballou,  born  March 
I,  1812,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  was  educated  in  the 
schools'  and  academies  in  the  vicinity  of  his  native 
town.  At  the  age  .of  sixteen,  finding  the  employ- 
ment of  the  farm  neither  suitable  to  his  strength 
nor  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  repaired  to  Cam- 
bridge, iMass.,  and  learned  the  art  of  printing  in 
the  office  of  the  “University  Press.”  In  1835  in 
companv  with  INIessrs.  INIetcalf  & Torry,  he  estab- 
lished the  “Cambridge  Press,”  and  continued  it 
until  1842,  the  date  of  his  removal  to  Woonsocket, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1850 
he  was  chosen  cashier  of  the  Woonsocket  Falls 
Bank,  and  treasurer  of  the  Woonsocket  Institution 
for  Savings,  which  positions  he  held  until  about 
three  years  before  his  death.  These  institutions  owe 
much  of  their  prosperity  and  present  standing  to 
his  wise  administration.  Brought  by  his  official 
position  into  close  relations  with  the  business  and 
economic  interests  of  the  town  and  State,  he  had 
through  a whole  generation  a continually  increas- 
ing share  in  the  shaping  of  them.  As  counsellor 
or  as  arbitrator  his  services  were  for  many  years 
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in  almost  constant  demand.  He  was  president  of 
the  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  and  was  sole  trustee  of  the 
Ezekiel  Fowler  Hospital  Fund,  which  has  since 
been  absorbed  in  the  Woonsocket  Hospital,  of  which 
he  was  also  the  president.  In  1871  he  passed 
several  months  in  Europe,  devoting  a large  part  of 
his  time  to  the  advancement  of  business  trusts  with 
which  he  was  charged. 

Mr.  Ballou  took  an  active  part  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  in  Rhode  Island.  In 
i860  he  was  Presidential  elector  on  the  Lincoln 
and  Hamlin  ticket.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  labored  indefatigably  for  the  enlistment 
and  comfort  of  soldiers,  and  while  the  enlisted  men 
were  in  the  field  was  the  cheerful  adviser  of  their 
families  at  home,  and  to  a great  extent  the  unpaid 
medium  of  communication  between  them.  Through- 
out the  war  his  services  were  unabated.  In  1872 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Con- 
vention at  Philadelphia  which  nominated  Grant  and 
\\  ilson.  He  was  elected  representative  to  the 
NLIVth,  XLVth  and  XLVIth  Congresses  success- 
ively, and  served  as  a member  of  the  committees 
on  Education,  Labor,  Patents  and  Printing.  In  the 
committee  he  was  by  long  experience  and  training 
especially  fitted  to  act,  and  here  he  made  his  pres- 
ence felt.  By  members  of  all  parties  his  opinions 
were  respected,  and  he  himself  was  honored  as  a 
man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 

Of  the  addresses  of  i\Ir.  Ballou  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  perhaps  the  most  important  was 
the  one  reviewing  the  relation  of  the  national  banks 
to  the  currency  of  the  government.  In  the  opinion 
of  competent  judges  no  more  concise,  logical  and 
effective  exposition  of  the  subject  was  given  before 
Congress.  His  bill  asking  for  the  appointment  of 
a commission  to  consider  the  subject  of  a reform  in 
the  orthography  of  the  English  language,  grew  out 
of  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  the 
conviction  that  the  acquisition  of  the  rudimentary 
branches  of  instruction,  by  wise  and  uniform  action, 
may  be  greatly  facilitated.  The  leading  colleges 
and  more  than  fifty  educational  institutions  of  the 
country  have  in  general  terms  sustained  his  views. 
He  was  for  many  years  treasurer  of  Dean  Academy 
in  Franklin,  Mass.,  and  later  its  president. 

i\Ir.  Ballou  carried  to  Washington  the  atmos- 
phere of  a refined  domestic  life.  He  entered  heartily 
into  the  various  charitable  and  philanthropic  move- 
ments of  that  city,  and  was  especially  active  in  the 
cause  of  temperance,  holding  year  after  year  the 
vice-presidency  of  the  Congressional  Temperance 
Society.  Early  in  life  he  became  a member  of  the 
Universalist  Church.  For  upwards  of  fifty  years 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  of 
that  church  at  Woonsocket,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  was  president  of  the  Society.  He  was 
for  many  years  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Uni- 
versalist Convention.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity,  warm  and  deep  at  first,  through  life 
never  abated,  and  most  effectively  did  he  labor  to 


promote  the  religious  and  moral  welfare  of  society. 
In  1887  Tufts  College  conferred  upon  IMr.  Ballou 
the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D. 

On  Oct.  20,  1836,  Mr.  Ballou  married  Sarah  A., 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Ruth  (Hadley)  Hunne- 
well,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Bal- 
lou were  born  children  as  follows:  Mary  Frances, 
born  Aug.  3,  1837;  Sarah  Jane,  born  Klarch  20, 
1839:  Henry  Latimer,  born  Oct.  14,  1841;  and 
Marie  Louise,  born  Aug.  15,  1846.  Mrs.  Ballou,  a 
woman  of  many  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart, 
died  June  24,  1879.  Ballou  passed  away  May 

9,  1900. 

(VHI)  Henry  Latimer  Ballou,  only  son  of 
Latimer  Whipple  and  Sarah  A.  (Hunnewell)  Bal- 
lou, born  Oct.  14,  1841,  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  was 
but  an  infant  when  his  father  and  family  removed 
to  Woonsocket,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
place  he  received  his  education,  which  was  supple- 
mented by  a business  course  in  a Boston  Commercial 
College.  Improving  these  opportunities  with  study 
in  leisure  hours,  he  became  broadly  educated,  and 
a gentleman  of  refinement  and  polish.  In  1861  he 
entered  the  Woonsocket  National  Bank  and  Woon- 
socket Institution  for  Savings,  as  clerk,  becoming 
assistant  cashier  and  assistant  treasurer  in  1876. 
During  his  father’s  service  in  Congress  he  was  the 
active  executive  officer  of  both  of  the  institutions 
alluded  to.  He  was  also  prominently  connected 
with  several  local  business  enterprises,  having  been 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Woonsocket  Rubber 
Company,  and  an  active  director  of  the  American 
Worsted  Company,  of  the  Woonsocket  Machine  and 
Press  Company,  and  the  Bailey  Wringing  Machine 
Company.  Mr.  Ballou  was  treasurer  for  many 
years  of  the  consolidated  school  district,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Woonsocket  Business  Men’s 
Association  from  its  organization.  He  also  held 
the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  Woonsocket  Hos- 
pital Corporation. 

Mr.  Ballou’s  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  while  ever  desirous  for  the 
advancement  of  his  party,  he  nevertheless  believed 
that  a party  should  stand  for  something  more  than 
mere  success  at  the  polls.  His  influence  was  as 
wide  as  the  State,  and  always  with  a tendency  to 
hold  the  party  to  higher  aims.  He  believed  in  the 
might  of  right.  He  was  gifted  with  the  power  of 
prescience,  saw  further  than  most  men,  and  was  a 
leader  of  his  party  in  many  popular  movements, 
as  in  the  adoption  of  the  Bourn  Amendment  for 
the  extension  of  the  suffrage,  the  ten-jiour  law, 
temperance  legislation,  and  convenient  hours  at 
polling  places.  Neither  did  he  hesitate  to  identify 
himself’ with  what  he  deemed  a morally  just  cause 
which  might  be  unpopular.  In  all  the  business  in- 
terests with  which  he  was  connected  he  was  faithful 
to  every  trust  and  duty.  He  not  only  filled  with 
conscientious  care  every  office  to  which  he  was 
appointed,  but  was  a wise  and  judicious  counsellor 
to  all  desiring  advice  regarding  investments,  or  in 
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the  settlement  of  estates.  In  such  relations  he 
manifested  both  wisdom  and  usefulness,  bestowing 
his  counsel  in  so  kindly  a manner,  that  the  seeker 
felt  assured  of  his  sincerity  and  friendship.  In  the 
popular  mind  Mr.  Ballou  was  thought  of  as  a trust- 
worthy and  successful  banker  rather  than  as  a 
manufacturer,  though  the  industries  of  the  town 
owed  much  to  his  enterprise  and  forethought. 

The  arduous  duties  which  occupied  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Ballou  finally  began  to  tell  upon  a constitution 
not  robust.  Chosen  as  a delegate  to  the  Republi- 
can Convention  held  in  Chicago,  in  1888,  he  made 
preparations  to  attend,  but  at  the  last  moment  gave 
his  place  to  an  alternate.  Seeking  the  most  genial 
climate  of  southern  California  he  rallied  for  a time, 
but  finally  succumbed  to  the  malady  which  occa- 
sioned his  death  May  22,  1889.  In  his  demise 
Woonsocket  lost  one  of  her  most  prominent  and 
worthy  citizens.  He  was  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  church  and  assistant  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday  school ; a Christian  man,  Christian  in  faith, 
Christian  in  hope,  and  Christian  in  his  daily  life. 

Mr.  Ballou  was  survived  by  a widow  and  three 
children.  His  domestic  life’ had  been  a rarely  happy 
one,  for  he  and  his  wife  were  unusually  congenial 
in  tastes  and  temperament.  Mrs.  Ballou  was  IMiss 
Susan  A.  Cook,  daughter  of  Willis  Cook,  of  Woon- 
socket, and  their  union  occurred  Oct.  6,  1868.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  Latimer  Willis,  Marie 
Louise  and  Roland  Hunnewell. 

Snce  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Ballou  has 
continued  to  occupy  the  handsome  family  residence 
on  Harris  avenue.  A woman  of  both  culture  and 
great  force  of  character  she  has  been  a potent  in- 
fluence for  good  in  the  city’s  life,  interesting  her- 
self in  practical  ways  in  its  progress  along  charit- 
able, educational  and  social  lines.  Her  philan- 
thropic work  has  been  far-reaching  and  one  of  its 
special  objects  has  been  the  Woonsocket  Day  Nur- 
sery and  Children’s  Home,  of  which  she  is  presi- 
dent. For  years  she  has  been  a member  of  the 
board  of  education,  and  has  given  the  work  her 
most  careful  and  thoughtful  consideration.  She  is 
very  prominent  also  in  the  councils  of  the  D.  A.  R., 
has  been  regent  of  the  chapter  in  Woonsocket, 
State  regent,  and  several  times  a delegate  to  the 
conventions  of  the  order  at  Washington.  In  re- 
ligious belief  she  is  a Universalist,  and  most  active 
in  the  work  of  that  church  in  Woonsocket. 

(IX)  Latimer  Willis  Ballou,  eldest  son  of  the 
late  Henry  L.  Ballou,  was  born  in  Woonsocket, 
Oct.  8,  1872,  and  as  a boy  attended  the  schools  of 
that  town.  After  completing  the  high  school  course, 
he  entered  the  English  and  Classical  School,  of 
Providence,  from  which  he  graduated  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  Institute  of  Technology  in  Boston. 
He  received  his  degree  from  that  institution  in 
1895,  but  still  unsatisfied,  he  then  went  to  Cornell 
University  for  a graduate  course.  On  returning 
to  Woonsocket  in  1896,  he  accepted  a position  with 
the  Guerin  Spinning  Company  and  at  present  is 


acting  as  their  agent.  A strong  Republican,  he  has 
already  made  himself  felt  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
served  as  both  councilman  and  alderman  in  Woon- 
socket. Not  only  has  he  displayed  marked  ability, 
but  he  is  very  popular  with  all  classes  of  people, 
and  with  his  high  attainments  gives  every  promise 
of  a brilliant  career.  He  is  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist Church.  Mr.  Ballou  married  Aliss  Alary 
Bamford,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Barbara  and  Henry  Latimer. 

(IX)  Roland  Hunnewell  Ballou,  second  son 
of  the  late  Henry  L.  was  born  in  1881,  and  re- 
ceived practically  the  same  educational  advantages 
as  his  elder  brother.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Boston  Institute  of  Technology  in  1904,  and  then 
took  further  work  in  electrical  engineering,  since 
which  he  has  been  engaged  with  the  American 
Telegraph-Telephone  Company  of  Pawtucket.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  L.  Ballou  and  Miss 
Susan  A.  Cook  united  two  of  the  oldest  families 
in  the  State,  for  the  Cooks  date  back  to  the  same 
early  period  as  the  Ballous.  Mrs.  Ballou’s  descent 
through  the  Cook  line  follows : 

Cook  (Woonsocket  family,  line  of  Col.  Levi). 
This  Cumberland-Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island, 
branch  of  the  Cooks  were  of  the  earlier  Weymouth- 
Alendon,  Massachusetts,  family,  the  forerunner  of 
which  was  Walter  Cook,  the  earliest  known  Ameri- 
can ancestor,  from  whom  have  descended  a numer- 
ous family,  many  of  whom  have  taken  an  active 
and  honorable  part  in  Rhode  Island  history.  Of 
the  particular  line  of  Cooks  under  consideration — 
that  of  the  late  Col.  Levi  of  Cumberland,  who  was 
himself  a man  of  substance  and  prominence  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  who  reared  several  sons  to  become 
leading  men  in  their  community — special  reference 
is  made  to  the  late  Willis  and  Lyman  Arnold  Cook, 
whose  business  affairs  for  fifty  years  were  so  closely 
allied  with  each  other  as  to  make  the  two  men  all 
but  one.  The  lineage  of  the  late  Col.  Levi  Cook  and 
family  history  follows  in  regular  order  from  the 
Weymouth  settler. 

(I)  Walter  Cook,  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  as 
early  as  1643,  of  which  town  he  became  a freeman 
in  1657,  removed  to  Mendon,  Alass.,  prior  to  Alarch, 
1664.  The  Christian  name  of  his  first  wife  was 
Experience,  and  of  his  second  Catherine,  one  ac- 
count stating  the  latter  was  formerly  the  widow  of 
George  Aldrich.  His  children  born  to  the  first 
marriage  were,  Ebenezer,  Walter  and  Peter ; and 
those  to  the  second  were,  John,  Hannah,  Peter, 
Ebenezer,  Walter,  Samuel,  Nicholas  and  Ex- 
perience. Walter  Cook,  the  father,  died  Jan.  5, 
1685. 

(II)  Deacon  Nicholas  Cook,  ,son  of  Walter, 
born  June  10,  168—,  married  in  1715,  Elizabeth, 
called  by  some  Elizabeth  Staples.  Air.  Cook  was 
a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  in  Bellingham,  one 
of  the  oldest  churches  in  New  England.  The  chil- 
dren of  Deacon  Nicholas  Cook  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
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beth,  all  born  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  were:  Jemima, 
Xadraniel,  Peter,  Daniel,  William,  Caleb,  Elizabeth, 
Abigail,  Nicholas,  Susanna,  Johanna  and  Ezekiel. 

(III)  Elder  Nathaniel  Cook,  son  of  Deacon 

Nicholas,  born  Sept.  15,  1718,  married  Jan.  27, 
J74A  IMartha  Ballou,  of  Providence  and  later 
Smithfield,  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Oct.  6,  1720. 
Elder  Cook  was  colleague  pastor  with  his  uncle 
Josiah,  of  the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Church,  called 
Elder  Cook’s  meeting  house  and  later  the  Ballou 
meeting  house.  Elder  Nathaniel  Cook  died  July 
15,  1803.  His  children  were:  Jerusha,  born 

April  2,  1743;  James,  July  23,  1744;  Elias,  Aug. 
15.  1746;  Nathaniel,  April  4,  1748;  Ariel,  Oct.  15, 
17491  iMartha,  Sept.  18,  1751;  Silas,  March  23, 
1753;  Phebe,  Jan.  15,  1755;  Elizabeth,  April  25, 
D571  Judith,  Jan.  19,  1759;  and  Ananias,  June  12, 
1761. 

(IV)  Deacon  Ariel  Cook,  son  of  Elder  Na- 
thaniel, born  Oct.  15,  1749,  married  Feb.  20,  1772, 
Dorcas  W hipple,  daughter  of  Daniel  W’hipple,  and 
lived  at  the  homestead.  Deacon  Cook  died  June 
18,  1803.  Their  children  were:  Levi,  born  Jan. 

1773;  Lavina,  Sept.  7,  1774;  Amos,  Oct.  10, 
1776;  Lina,  Jan.  10,  1779;  Lucius,  Jan.  10,  1781; 
Ariel,  Jan.  10,  1781 ; Dorcas,  Jan.  29,  1783;  Darius, 
April  7,  1785  ; and  Davis,  March  2,  1788. 

(\  ) Col.  Levi  Cook,  son  of  Deacon  Ariel,  born 
Jan.  13,  1773,  married  Oct.  5,  1791,  Rhoda,  born 
Sept.  24,  1776,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  and 
Esther  (Slack)  Darling.  She  died  Aug.  8,  1843, 
and  he  married  (second)  Sarah.  Cook,  born  Jan. 
28,  1794,  daughter  of  Ananias  Cook.  Col.  Levi 
Cook  was  a resident  of  Cumberland,  where  he  was 
a man  of  considerable  prominence.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  council  in  1810,  1811,  1818,  [823 
and  1828,  serving  as  third  councilman  in  1810  and 
1826,  as  second  councilman  in  1811,  1818  and  1828, 
and  as  president  of  that  body  in  1823.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Col.  Levi  Cook  and  his  wife  Rhoda 
were:  Perley,  born  Aug.  5,  1798,  married  Dec.  28, 
1817,  Olney  Mason;  Alpha,  born  April  24,  1800, 
married  June  17,  1824,  David  Kent;  Sally,  born 
Oct.  23,  1801;  Willis,  born  Sept.  5,  1803;  Lyman 
A.,  born  Dec.  15,  180.5;  James  Madison,  born 
Feb.  16,  1809,  married  Susan  Hall  Arnold. 

(\  I)  Willis  .vND  Lymax  xA.rnold  Cook,  sons 
of  Levi  and  Rhoda  (Darling)  Cook,  were  born 
in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  Willis  on  Sept.  5,  1803, 
and  Lyman  A.  on  Dec.  15,  1805.  There  being  but 
two  ybars  difference  in  their  ages,  these  brothers 
were  naturally  brought  together  on  the  farm  and 
at  school  during  the  winter  months.  This  associ- 
ation .ripened  into  an  almost  lifelong  partnership 
at  WMonsocket,  covering  fifty  years  of  the  de- 
velopment of  tl-^e  town,  in  which  they  bore  no  small 
part.  Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and 
eighteen  respectively  they  learned  the  machinist’s 
trade,  at  which  they  worked,  turning  their  pay 
over  to  their  father,  until  the  last  year  of  their 
minority,  when  each  bought  his  time  for  $100,  and 


continued  work  at  day  wages.  Saving  a portion 
of  their  earnings  each  year  until  1828,  they  that 
year  formed  a co-partnership  with  Whiling  \Mse 
for  the  building  of  machinery,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Willis  Cook  & Co.  They  conducted  a successful 
business  until  burned  out  in  1835.  Leasing  ground 
and  water-power  they  soon  after  built  a foundry 
and  machine  shop,  and  made  various  improvements 
in  the  property.  Mr.  \’ose  at  a later  date  withdrew 
from  the  company.  In  1846  the  firm  added  to  its 
business  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  continu- 
ing it  for  twelve  years,  when  they  leased  this  mill 
to  other  parties,  but  continued  the  foundry  and 
machine  works.  At  the  expiration  of  the  first 
fifteen  years’  lease  it  was  renewed,  and  with  the 
second  term  they  purchased  tne  whole  property, 
including  a large  estate  on  the  opposite  side  of  iMain 
street,  where  they  erected  dwellings,  store  and 
office  buildings,  the  last  of  which,  completed  in 
1868,  is  known  as  Cook’s  Block,  now  one  of  the 
finest  buildings  in  the  town.  The  mill  property 
was  sold  in  1868,  at  which  time  they  retired  from 
the  machine  business,  but  retained  their  other 
landed  estates.  A few  'years  later  the  co-partner- 
ship of  fifty  years’  duration  was  dissolved  by  mu- 
tual agreement,  W'illis  purchasing  the  company’s 
real  estate,  while  Lyman  invested  in.  other  manu- 
facturing interests.  This  long  business  association 
is  remarkable  in  its  uniform  record  of  integrity 
and  uncpiestioned  financial  credit  and  stability  dur- 
ing the  whole  time. 

In  politics  Mr.  W’illis  Cook  was  an  old-line  Whig, 
an  active  and  earnest  opponent  of  the  Dorr  party, 
and  later  prominently  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  served  at  different  times  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly,  but  did  not  seek 
political  offices,  often  refusing  when  asked  to  accept 
them.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  business 
career  he  was  connected  with  the  Smithfield  Union 
Bank,  as  director  from  1833,  and  as  president  of 
that  corporation  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Feb.  II,  1882.  He  was  one  of  the  original  in- 
corporators of  the  Woonsocket  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings in  1845.  was  subsequently  a trustee  and  direc- 
tor, and  in  1873  was  made  its  president.  He  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  success,  by  attention  to  its 
investments  and  advice  in  its  management.  He 
was  an  active  director  of  the  Woonsocket  Gas  Com- 
pany. and  the  American  Worsted  Company. 

Mr.  Cook  was  from  early  life  interested  in 
religious  thought.  He  founded  his  belief  upon 
the  views  of  universal  salvation,  as  proclaimed  by 
Rev.  Hosea  Ballou,  and  through  his  influence,  with 
that  of  others,  various  Universalis!  divines,  in- 
cluding Mr.  Ballou,  were  induced  to  expound  their 
faith  to  the  people  of  Woonsocket.  Mr.  Cook  assisted 
in  establishing  the  first  Sunday-school  in  Woon- 
socket, a union  school  of  all  denominations.  In 
1834  he  with  others  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
a Universalist  Society,  and  later  a Sunday-school 
and  church.  He  was  for  many  years  president  of 
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the  society,  and  a member  of  the  Prudential  com- 
mittee until  1879,  when  ill-health  compelled  his 
withdrawal.  He  contributed  largely  toward  the 
support  of  the  society,  and  was  influential  in  its 
growth  and  prosperity.  He  was  distinguished  for 
immovable  integrity  and  uprightness,  for  his  in- 
terest in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the 
town,  State  and  nation,  for  thoroughness  in  all  he 
undertook,  and  for  sound  judgment  in  matters  of 
business. 

On  July  3,  1828,  Mr.  Cook  was  married  to 
Cyrena  Thayer,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Anna 
(Paine)  Thayer,  of  Mendon,  Mass.,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  : Eliphalet  Slack,  deceased ; Horace  C., 
deceased;  Ann  Janette  Thayer,  deceased;  iMedora, 
deceased  wife  of  Reuben  G.  Randall ; Cyrena  J., 
widow  of  the  late  Joseph  Barton  Aldrich;  A. 
Olivia,  who  married  the  late  John  R.  Boy  den ; 
Susan  A.,  who  married  the  late  Henry  L.  Ballou ; 
Edna  L.,  deceased ; and  Gertrude,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Bul- 
lock, who  died  in  October,  1877.  Airs.  Bullock’s 
daughter,  Florence  Gertrude,  makes  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Ballou. 

Air.  Lyman  Arnold  Cook,  in  addition  to  the 
partnership  business  of  the  brothers,  was  active  in 
the  organization  and  promotion  of  several  other 
manufacturing  interests  which  have  been  success- 
ful, giving  employment  to  many,  and  contributing 
to  the  growth  of  this  and  other  localities.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bailey  Wringing  Ala- 
chine  Company,  and  on  its  incorporation  was 
elected  its  president.  He  was,  in  1863,  elected 
president  of  the  Woonsocket  National  Bank  and 
held  the  same  position  in  the  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth 
Company,  the  Hautin  Sewing  Alachine  Company, 
and  the  Narragansett  Nail  Company.  He  was  also 
a large  owner  in  the  Lawrence  Felting  Alills  at 
Alillville,  Alass.,  and  was  a director  in  the  iTovi- 
dence  & Worcester  Railroad  Company  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Woonsocket  Institution  for  Savings. 
He  also  from  time  to  time  held  considerable  inter- 
ests in  other  mechanical  and  mining  enterprises. 

Air.  Cook  was  not  an  active  participant  in 
politics,  but  at  various  times  represented  the  town 
of  Woonsocket  in  both  branches  of  the  General 
Assembly.  Formerly  a Whig,  he  later  allied  him- 
self to  the  Republican  party.  He  worshipped  for 
many  years  with  the  Baptists,  becoming,  however, 
later  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
at  Woonsocket,  of  which  he  was  senior  warden. 
He  was  always  a liberal  contributor  to  the  organi- 
zations with  which  he  was  interested. 

On  Sept.  22,  1830,  Air.  Cook  was  married  to 
Lavina  B.  Smith,  and  three  children  blessed  the 
union,  namely : George  Smith,  deceased ; Henry 
Lyman,  deceased ; and  Edward  Lyman.  As  a man 
he  was  greatly  esteemed  and  highly  respected  by 
his  fellow  citizens.  Prominent  characteristics  in 
his  make-up  were  energy,  tenacity  of  purpose  and 
integrity.  Air.  Cook  lived  to  advanced  years.  He 


died  Dec.  4,  1898,  and  his  wife  died  Aug.  3,  1883. 
Both  are  buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  at  Woon- 
socket. 

HON.  AAIOS  PERRY,  LL.  D.  (deceased). 
Providence,  was  born  in  the  village  of  South  Na- 
tick, Alass.,  'Aug.  12,  1812,  and  died  suddenly  in 
New  London,  Conn.,  Aug.  10,  1899.  He  was  the  son 
of  Elijah  and  Alaty  (Jones)  Perry,  and  was  sev- 
enth in  descent  from  John  Perry,  who  arrived  in 
Boston  in  1631,  and  became  a freeman  of  Rox- 
bury  in  1633.  His  ancestors  were  all  made  of  that 
New  England  stock  which  placed  obedience 
to  the  law  and  regard  for  religious  institutions  as 
the  highest  duties  of  man.  His  whole  ancestrv 
seems  imbued  with  a high  moral  character  and 
with  strict  observance  to  the  admonitions  of  con- 
science. His  father,  Elijah  Perry,  was  an  honored 
and  trusted  yeoman  of  Natick,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  oldest  Christian  Society  and 
Church  in  that  town.  He  was  a man  who  believed 
in  farming  as  a means  of  attaining  health,  wealth 
and  wisdom ; read  agricultural  papers  and  made 
agricultural  experiments;  tried  to  make  farmers 
of  all  his  boys,  and  failed  in  every  case.  Air.  Per- 
ry’s grandfather  was  Samuel  Perry,  who,  though 
he  witnessed  enough  of  the  horrors  of  combat  in 
seeing  persons  scalped  alive  during  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  yet  immediately  volunteered  as  a pri- 
vate in  the  Revolution  and  marched  from  Natick 
on  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775. 

On  the  maternal  side  he  was  a descendant  of 
Lewis  Jones,  who  came  to  this  country  about  1640, 
settled  in  Roxbury,  and  removed  to  Watertown  in 
1650.  John  Jones,  his  great-grandson,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Amos  Perry,  was  a most  influential 
man  in  Natick,  being  successively  school  teacher, 
civil  engineer,  colonel  in  the  militia,  proprietor's 
clerk,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  president  of  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  for  Norfolk  county.  He 
was  the  “Sheriff  Jones  and  Alember  of  the  House 
of  Lords’’  of  Airs.  Stowe’s  now  almost  forgotten 
novel,  “Old  Town  Folks,”  and  at  his  death  left  a 
manuscript  book  of  judicial  decisions  and  also  a 
“Book  of  Alinutes,”  the  latter  of  which  was  printed 
by  Air.  Perry  in  1894. 

The  Perry  lineage  of  Air.  Perry — as  appears 
in  Austin’s  Ancestral  Dictionary — from  John 
Perry  is  through 'John  (2),  Samuel,  Samuel  (2), 
Samuel  (3)  ancF  Elijah  Perry;  and  from  Lewis 
Jones  through  Josiah,  John,  John  (2)  and  Alary 
Jones. 

Amos  Perry  obtained  his  early  schooling  in  the 
district  school  of  Natick,  the  “old  red  school-house,” 
as  he  called  it  in  later  days.  A curious  incident 
led  him  to  cherish  ambitious  dreams  of  a col- 
lege education  and  a wide  sphere  of  activity. 
When  he  was  sixteen  he  came  across  a book  en- 
titled “DeGerando  on  Self-Education,”  in  which  the 
doctrine  was  laid  down  that  moral  and  intellectual 
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culture  was  a matter  of  the  first  moment ; and 
when,  after  this,  reflecting  upon  the  ways  and 
means  of  obtaining  such  culture,  he  came  across  a 
guide-board  inscribed  “To  Cambridge  Colleges,” 
he  saw  how  to  obtain  the  object  of  his  desire.  Al- 
though it  was  somewhat  against  the  wishes  of  his 
father,  who  believed  that  “college  learning  spoils 
the  boys,”  he  prepared  for  Harvard  in  the  family 
school  of  Rev.  Daniel  Kimball,  a graduate  of  Har- 
vard in  1800  and  for  many  years  principal  of  the 
Hingham  Academy. 

His  entrance  into  college  life  can  best  be  told 
in  his  own  words,  as  he  recollected  those  events 
over  half  a century  later.  “My  first  knowledge 
of  Cambridge  College  was  in  the  month  of  July, 
1833.  teacher.  Rev.  Daniel  Kimball,  had  three 
pupils  to  present.  His  son,  Benjamin  Gage  Kim- 
ball, was  one ; James  Richardson,  the  son  of  a dis- 
tinguished lawyer  of  Dedham,  was  another;  and  I 
was  the  third.  We  arrived  at  five  or  six  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  at  Porter’s  Tavern  in  Cambridge. 
After  breakfast  the  next  morning  we  met  thirty 
or  forty  other  students,  and  underwent  the  ordeal 
of  an  examination.  My  two  schoolmates  were  ad- 
mitted unconditionally,  but  I was  required  to  un- 
dergo another  examination  in  Latin  prosody.  I 
knew  more  about  the  farm  and  farm  work  than  I 
did  about  Latin  and  Greek  roots.  I appeared  in 
the  room  of  our  class  tutor,  McKean,  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  to  undergo  a re-examination  in  Latin 
prosody.  He  began  by  having  me  scan  different 
passages  in  \urgil  and  explain  poetic  feet.  How  I 
did  it,  I don’t  know ; but  I found  there  a man  now 
now  somewhat  known  through  the  country, 
Charles  Sumner.  He  kept  quiet  awhile,  but  not 
long.  While  McKean  was  giving  some  of  his  ideas 
about  Latin  verse  Sumner  took  him  up,  saying: 
‘Here,  I do  not  agree  with  you.’  They  got  into 
a discussion  with  each  other,  and  I get  off  pretty 
easily.”  Air.  Perry  recalled  much  that  happened 
during  his  college  career,  and  often  would  talk  in 
a most  interesting  manner  of  the  eminent  men  who 
were  then  connected  with  the  college — the  elder 
Quincy,  Ware,  Story,  Sumner,  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Webster,  Everett,  Sparks  and  Channing. 
Like  many  of  the  other  students  of  the  period,  he 
taught  school  in  the  vacations,  teaching  in  all 
thirty-four  weeks  during  his  college  course.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Hasty  Pudding  Club,  and  at 
one  time  its  librarian ; and  also  belonged  to  the 
Institute  of  1770,  a literary  and  debating  society. 

He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1837;  other 
members  of  his  class  being  Richard  H.  Dana, 
Horatio  Hale  and  Henry  D.  Thoreau.  He  always 
took  a lively  interest  in  all  the  class  gatherings, 
from  which  he  was  rarely  absent,  except  during  his 
residence  abroad.  The  class,  at  graduation,  put 
away  a bottle  of  wine  to  be  drunk  at  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  in  1887,  at  which  time  there  were 
seven  to  drink  it.  Air.  Perry  being  one  of  them. 
“Though  older  than  some  of  us,”  said  one  of  his 


classmates,  “there  is  not  one  of  our  number  who 
enjoys  a greener  old  age,  or  who  preserves  the 
hearty,  genial  character  of  his  youth  in  a greater 
measure  than  he.”  At  the  dinner  of  the  Harvard 
Club  of  Rhode  Island  a few  months  before  his 
death.  Air.  Perry  was  an  honored  guest,  and,  after 
his  interesting  talk  on  old  Harvard  days,  his  health 
was  drunk  standing. 

After  leaving  Harvard  he  came  to  Rhode  Island 
and  opened  a classical  school  at  Fruit  Hill,  North 
Providence,  holding  also  the  position  of  postmaster 
of  the  town.  He  remained  there  until  1840,  when 
he  became  principal  of  the  Sumner  street  grammar 
school,  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years.  At 
this  time  he  began  to  take  interest  in  the  cause  of 
public  education,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  this 
period  served  as  a member  of  the  school  committee 
and  also  as  county  inspector  of  public  schools. 
When,  in  1850,  a Didactic  Department,  the  germ 
of  our  present  Normal  School,  was  established  in 
Brown  University,  Air.  Perry  was  appointed  on 
the  committee  regulating  that  department.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  prominent  movers  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruction,  being  suc- 
cessively Director,  Corresponding  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  At  the  second  annual  meeting,  in  1852, 
he  presented  a most  able  report,  exhibiting  prac- 
tical views  of  Teachers’  Institutes  and  of  the  im- 
portance of  a Normal  School,  and  taking  elevated 
ground  concerning  teaching  as  a profession.  It 
closed  with  an  earnest  invitation  to  “the  citizens 
of  the  State  to  continue  to  co-operate  in  promoting 
the  prosperity  of  that  cause  which  underlies  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  State,  and  is  the  foundation 
and  pillar  upon  which  rests  the  broad  fabric  of  our 
republican  institutions — the  intelligence  and  virtue 
of  the  people.”  He  made  more  than  one  trip  to 
Europe  during  his  long  life.  His  first  journey,  be- 
gun in  1852,  covered  the  greater  part  of  two  years, 
and  was  partially  spent  in  visiting  institutions  of 
learning  in  England  and  on  the  Continent,  and 
reached  as  far  as  Egypt  and  Palestine.  After  re- 
turning from  this  tour  he  took  charge  of  a school 
for  young  ladies,  on  the  retirement  of  the  princi- 
pal, Dr.  Kingsbury,  but  in  1858  he  relinquished  the 
position  into  the  hands  of  Professor  Lincoln  and 
took  up  teaching  in  the  Bartlett  High  School  in 
New  London. 

It  was  while  he  was  visiting  Europe  for  the 
third  time,  in  April,  1862,  that  he  received  his  ap- 
pointment as  Diplomatic  Consular  Agent  at  Tunis. 
He  assumed  charge  in  July,  and  held  the  position 
for  over  five  years.  During  this  period  he  de- 
voted much  time  to  a study  of  the  history  and  an- 
tiquities of  the  country,  embodying  his  labors  later 
in  a volume  entitled  “Carthage  and  Tunis,  Past  and 
Present,”  a book  criticised  as  showing  “great  re- 
search, learning  and  observation.”  While  in  Tunis 
he  interested  himself  in  collecting  memorials  of 
John  Howard  Payne,  a professor  in  the  office,  who 
had  died  at  his  post  ten  years  earlier;  and,  after 
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much  correspondence  with  William  Cullen  Bryant, 
he  was  able  to  forward  to  the  relatives  of  the  de- 
ceased his  diaries  and  other  literary  remains. 
Noting  that  Payne’s  grave  was  in  a neglected  con- 
dition, he  feelingly  appealed  to  the  American  press, 
and  a fund  was  soon  raised  to  remove  the  remains 
of  the  author  of  “Home,  Sweet  Home”  to  Wash- 
ington, where  interment  was  had  in  the  Congres- 
sional cemetery. 

One  important  episode  of  Mr.  Perry’s  consul- 
ship was  coming  to  this  country  of  the  Tuni- 
sian Embassy  in  1865.  ' Mr.  Perry  accompanied 
the  ambassadors,  who  brought  with  them  a portrait 
of  the  Bey,  with  letters  of  condolence  on  the  death 
of  President  Lincoln.  The  mission  deepened 
friendly  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Tunis,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the  credit  was  due 
to  ■ Mr.  Perry.  The  ambassadors  visited  Provi- 
dence among  other  places,  remaining  three  or  four 
days.  They  visited  the  public  institutions  of  the 
city.  Brown  University,  various  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments, and  other  points  of  interest;  were  re- 
ceived by  Mayor  Doyle  and  Governor  Smith,  as 
well  as  entertained  by  other  citizens,  and  went 
away  highly  pleased  with  all  that  they  had  seen, 
having  themselves  made  a most  favorable  impres- 
sion. In  the  speech  which  Mr.  Perry  made,  thank- 
ing the  city  in  their  name,  he  well  said : “There 
are  virtues  to  be  found  in  them  which  I sincerely 
wish  we  possessed.  The  most  cultivated  among  us 
can  learn  of  them.  They  do  not  call  themselves 
Christians ; yet  I have  learned  lessons  of  patience, 
forbearance  and  kindness,  in  their  society,  which  I 
believe  I shall  remember  to  the  end  of  my  life.” 

In  1866  a fine  portrait  of  Washington  was  sent 
to  Tunis  by  our  government  and  was  presented 
formally  by  Mr.  Perry.  It  was  hung  in  the  Bey’s 
palace,  together  with  portraits  of  Tunisian  and  Eu- 
ropean sovereigns,  where  it  still  remains  to-day. 

During  his  period  of  service,  which,  with  one 
exceptio.n,  was  longer  than  that  ever  held  by  any 
other  commissioned  consul  to  that  post,  he  was 
most  faithful  and  industrious  in  the  performance 
of  his  official  duties.  In  the  latter  part  of  1866, 
he,  together  with  the  other  public  agents  repre- 
senting the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  be- 
came the  victim  of  an  anonymous  letter  known  as 
the  “McCracken  Letter,”  addressed  to  President 
Johnson,  and  containing  the  vilest  calumny  di- 
rected against  several  of  the  ministers  and  consuls. 
Its  language  was  coarse,  its  assertions  were  shame- 
less falsehoods,  its  spirit  was  that  of  a disappointed 
and  malicious  office-seeker.  Most  gentlemen  would 
have  thrown  this  mass  of  venomous  fabrication 
into  the  waste-basket,  but,  strangely  to  the  dis- 
credit of  the  executive  department,  a formal  note 
was  sent  to  several  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
latter  respecting  some  of  the  offensive  expres- 
sions, and  asking  them  to  affirm  or  deny  the  ru- 
mors. Like  any  other  patriotic  and  high-spirited 
man,  Mr.  Perry  justly  felt  himself  insulted. 


promptly  resigned  his  position  and  returned  to  this 
country.  He  always  remained  very  friendly  to 
Secretary  of  State  Seward,  his  informal  dinner 
with  that  official,  just  after  his  return,  being  one 
of  the  pleasantest  episodes  of  his  life.  I believe 
that  he  somewhat  regretted  his  impulsive 
step  in  later  life,  realizing  that  a man  of  char- 
acter and  probity  is  always  safe  against  the  con- 
temptible accusations  of  a reckless  slanderer. 

On  returning  from  Tunis,  'Air.  Perry  again 
took  up  his  residence  in  Providence,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  a remarkably  active  and  useful 
life.  Always  interested  in  the  study  of  history, 
he  had  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
in  1858  and  had  ever  shown  himself  as  one  who 
thoroughly  believed  in  its  aims.  In  1873  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  society,  besides  being  con- 
tinued as  a member  of  several  committees.  Upon 
the  resignation  of  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone  as  libra- 
rian in  1880,^  Air.  Perry  assisted  the  newly  ap- 
pointed Library  Committee,  and  in  the  following 
year  was  chosen  librarian.  When  he  entered  upon 
his  task,  he  found  the  society  weak  in  resources 
and  lacking  in  enthusiasm,  the  library  uncata- 
logued and  scarcely  accessible.  Under  his  admin- 
istration the  collections  were  properly  arranged, 
and  a practically  new  building  was  erected.  In 
addition  to  his  other  duties,  he  also  kept  the  office 
of  secretary,  and  had  membership  on  several  com- 
mittees. For  nearly  twenty  years  he  worked  with 
an  intense  and  unflagging  devotion  that  could  have 
upon  the  society  only  one  effect — increased  inter- 
est and  sure  prosperity. 

In  1885  Perry  entered  upon  his  last  great 
public  service — the  preparation  of  the  1885  census 
for  Rhode  Island.  It  was  a task  which  would  have 
reflected  credit  upon  any  man,  and  which,  for  one 
of  his  age,  was  truly  remarkable.  Few  State  cen- 
suses have  ever  contained  so  much  individuality 
as  this ; its  local  and  geographical  dates  are  of  great 
value  to  the  student,  and  the  many  historical  notes 
scattered  throughout  will  make  the  volume  con- 
sulted long  after  its  statistics  have  been  super- 
seded. The  work  as  a whole  was  so  well  performed 
that  the  Legislature,  although  opposed  to  him  po- 
litically, voted  him  a richly  deserved  additional  sum 
in  recognition  of  his  labors. 

The  Census  of  1885  and  the  history  of  Carthage 
and  Tunis,  previously  mentioned,  were  his  largest 
works.  But  he  found  time,  during  his  busy 'life, 
to  write  other  books  and  pamphlets,  chiefly  of  a 
historical  nature.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned 
the  “Memorial  of  Zachariah  Allen,”  1883  ; “Some 
New  England  Almanacs,”  188^  ; “Col.  John  Jones 
of  Dedham  and  his  Paternal  Ancestors  in  Amer- 
ica,” 1890;  “An  official  tour  along  the  Eastern 
coast  of  the  Regency  of  Tunis,”  1891 ; and  “Book 
of  Alinutes/Of  Col.  John  Jones,”  1894.  He  also 
contributed  many  articles  to  periodicals  and 
newspapers,  his  “Reminiscences  of  Old  Days  at 
Harvard,”  published  in  the  “Boston  Transcript” 


96 


RHODE  ISLAND 


last  June,  arousing  much  interest  among  the  grad- 
uates of  the  old  university.  For  seven  years  he  was 
editor  of  the  Quarterly  Publication  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  and  brought  out  in  that 
magazine  many  important  historical  articles,  not 
the  least  valuable  of  which  were  his  own  contribu- 
tions. His  article  on  the  extent  and  condition  of 
the  town  records  of  the  State  is  still  a most  valu- 
able guide  to  the  searcher  for  original  material, 
and  his  paper  on  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  brought  to  light  an  institution  that  had 
long  been  lost  sight  of,  but  which  has  since  been 
revived  and  re-organized.  The  publication  com- 
mittee, in  taking  up  his  work  just  after  his  decease, 
remarked  that  ‘‘with  his  usual  promptitude  and 
New  England  ‘forehandedness’  he  had  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  two  months  before  the  time  for  the 
October  issue,  made  ready  nearly  all  its  contents, 
and  seen  the  greater  portion  through  the  press.” 
And  this  promptness,  this  intense  zeal  and  untir- 
ing industry,  were  characteristic  of  all  that  he  did. 
That  so  much  youthful  energy  and  enthusiasm 
could  be  manifested  by  a man  so  advanced  in  age 
is  truly  one  of  the  things  most  to  be  wondered  at 
and  envied  in  his  life. 

Hr.  Perry  married,  Aug.  28,  1838,  Elizabeth 
Anastasia  Phetteplace,  the  daughter  of  Eber  and 
Waite  (Irons)  Phetteplace,  a descendant  of  Philip 
Phetteplace,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  on  her 
mother’s  side  of  Roger  Williams,  Gregory  Dexter 
and  Richard  Waterman.  She  with  one  daughter, 
Hrs.  Helen  E.  P.  Kendall,  widow  of  P.  Redfield 
Kendall,  survives  him. 

In  1841,  only  four  years  after  his  graduation 
from  Harvard,  i\Ir.  Perry  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  A.  H.,  from  Brown  University,  and  in 
1888  that  of  LL.  U.,  from  Griswold  College.  He 
was  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Society  of  Harvard,  and  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  a corresponding 
member  of  the  American  Ethnological  Society,  the 
American  Geographical  Society,  and  of  the  i\iassa- 
chusetts.  New  York,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Alaine, 
Western  Reserve  and  Chicago  Historical  Societies. 
He  was  also  a vice-president  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Instruction  of  the  Universal  Peace  Un- 
ion, and  honorary  vice-president  for  Rhode  Island 
of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Philadelphia.  He  was  also  interested  in  many  local 
institutions  and  societies. 

When  a man  of  such  varied  attainments  and 
activities  as  Amos  Perry  departs  from  this  life, 
the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  worked  must 
keenly  feel  the  loss.  Endowed  with  a mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  capacity,  and  possessed  with  a pur- 
pose to  do  always  that  which  he  thought  was  right, 
his  life  was  an  inspiration  to  those  who  truly  knew 
him  and  were  able  to  understand  his  character. 
There  was  a candidness  in  his  speech  and  an  ab- 
ruptness in  his  manner  that  often  led  those  who 
knew  him  least  to  believe  that  he  lacked  affability. 


But  let  once  the  barriers  of  a cursory  acquaintance- 
ship be  broken  down,  then  one  could  scarcely  find 
a man  of  more  kind  and  genial  disposition,  a more 
true  and  generous  friend.  Of  strong  and  impul- 
sive nature  himself,  he  greatly  admired  similar 
qualities  in  others.  Once  in  speaking  of  President 
Quincy,  of  Harvard,  he  said,  “I  liked  the  man.  He 
was  brusque  and  decided,  giving  no  quarter  to  vio- 
lators of  the  law.  However  unpopular  his  views, 
he  uttered  them  boldly  and  manfully;  and  however 
disliked  as  a politician,  he  was  respected  as  a man.” 

Throughout  his  whole  life.  Air.  Perry  was  a 
stanch  Unitarian,  a member  of  the  Westminster 
Church  in  Providence,  and  for  many  years  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  there.  Religion 
with  him  was  a matter  of  life  and  conduct,  aided 
by  a profound  reverence  for  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
and  by  a strong,  unwavering  faith.  As  a friend 
remarked  a few  days  after  his  death : ‘‘His  re- 
ligion was  full  of  humanity  as  of  godliness.  It 
was  full  of  kindness  toward  the  afflicted,  the  de- 
pressed, the  wronged  and  the  needy.” 

He  was  possessed  of  a mind  which  was  far 
more  broad  and  liberal  than  that  of  many  a man 
not  half  so  advanced  in  years.  He  was  as  much 
interested  in  current  affairs  as  in  past  history,, 
looked  ever  on  the  bright  side  of  things,  and  always 
scorned  the  idea  that  great  age  and  incompetence 
are  generally  associated.  No  matter  how  the 
weight  of  years  pressed  upon  him,  he  continued  to 
manifest  his  wonted  zeal  and  ever  elicited  that 
same  spirit  in  others.  His  whole  life  and  work 
should  be  an  inspiration  of  energy  and  enthusiasm 
to  us  in  whatever  work  we  undertake.  [Clarence 
Saunders  Brigham,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  in  the 
New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Regis- 
ter, July,  1900.] 

HON.  ROSWELL  B.  BURCHARD,  Speaker 
of  the  Rhode  Island  House  of  Representatives,  and 
member  from  Little  Compton,  R.  L,  where  he 
makes  his  home  on  the  beautiful  estate  of  the  late 
Col.  John  Church,  is  a native  of  New  York  City, 
born  Aug.  20,  i860,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  D. 
Burchard,  the  well-known  Presbyterian  divine,  and 
Agnes  Alaria  (Dilks)  Burchard. 

Air.  Burchard  attended  the  Thirteenth  street 
school  in  New  York  City,  and  in  1880  was  grad- 
uated from  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  after  which  he  took  a 
course  at  the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated  in  the  following  fall. 
For  three  years  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  City,  and  was  a clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  well-known  Wall  street  brokerage  firm 
of  H.  L.  Horton  & Co.  Here,  however,  he  re- 
mained but  a short  time,  when  he  accepted  the  man- 
agement of  the  Thermostatic  Fire  Alarm  Company, 
a position  he  filled  for  seven  years.  During  his  bus- 
iness life  he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  aquatic  sport 
and  to  literary  work  generally  connected  therewith. 
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He  was  commodore  of  the  New  York  Canoe  Club, 
and  became  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Her- 
ald, New  York  Mail  and  Express,  and  Forest  and 
Stream ; he  was  also  editor  of  the  American  Canoeist 
and  yachting  editor  of  Outing. 

In  1897  Lurchard  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Etlith  Russell  Church,  daughter  of  John 
Church,  the  well-known  musical  instrument  uianu- 
facturer  and  sheet  music  publisher,  of  Cincinnati, 
Chicago,  New  York  and  lloston,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Col.  John  Church,  of  Little  Compton.  Since 
his  marriage  Mr.  Burchard  has  made  his  home  in 
Little  Compton,  but  spends  a portion  of  tbe  winter 
season  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Burchard  published  an  “Historical  Sketch 
of  the  Town  of  Little  Compton,”  in  connection  with 
the  celebration  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  that  town.  In  1903 
he  graduated  from  the  Harvard  University  Law 
School,  and  then  passed  one  year  in  post-graduate 
work.  He  has  ever  been  interested  in  public  ques- 
tions, and  in  1904  he  was  elected  to  the  Rhode  Island 
General  Assembly  on  an  independent  candidacy, 
and  was  re-elected  in  three  successive  elections  on 
the  regular  Republican  ticket.  He  served  as  clerk 
of  the  committee  on  State  Militia,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  S])ecial  Legislation.  In  1903 
he  organized  the  Good  Roads  Association  of  Rhode 
Island  and  was  elected  its  president.  He  was  the 
author  of  the  measure  which  authorized  a state 
bond  issue  to  complete  the  armory  in  Providence 
and  promote  the  extension  of  state  roads  in  Rhode 
Island.  In  January,  1907,  Mr.  Burchard  was  chosen 
by  the  members  of  his  party — the  Republican — in 
the  General  Assembly  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  was  re-elected  at  the  first  meet- 
ing of  that  body  in  1908,  and  has  filled  that  high 
position  with  dignity  and  marked  ability.  His  rul- 
ings are  fair  and  impartial,  and  he  has  the  good-will 
of  both  sides  of  the  House.  Air.  Burchard  is  inter- 
ested in  various  business  enterprises,  and  is  man- 
aging trustee  of  the  Eastern  Point  Com- 
pany, which  is  developing  for  residential 
purposes  all  the  land  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  harbor  of  Gloucester,  Alass.  He  is 
a member  of  the  City  Club  of  New  York,  the  New 
York  Athletic  Club,  and  the  New  York  Canoe  Club. 
He  is  president  of  the  Sakonnet  Golf  Club  and  of 
the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
Fraternity  in  New  England. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Burchard  had  both  traveled  ex- 
tensively before  their  marriage.  Although  their 
acquaintance  began  in  America,  their  friendship 
ripened  in  Italy.  Both  are  familiar  with  the  far 
West,  with  Europe  and  the  Orient.  The  winter 
after  their  marriage  was  passed  on  the  Nile,  and 
Air.  Burchard  has  a large  collection  of  lantern  slides 
of  views  collected  on  his  travels,  which  he  shows  to 
his  friends.  Choosing  Airs.  Burchard’s  ancestral 
house  as  a place  in  which  to  live  and  bring  up  their 
children  in  the  good  old-fashioned  way,  they  have 


taken  a lively  interest  in  all  that  may  benefit  their 
historical  town  and  perpetuate  the  virile  life  of  rural 
New  England.  Both  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  but  are  liberal  in  their  views.  They  are 
the  parents  of  five  children : John  Church,  Agnes 
Leeds,  Edith  Russell  Church,  Susan  Church  and 
Roswell  B.,  Jr. 

Col.  John  Church,  late  of  Little  Compton,  R. 
L,  long  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  was  born  there 
Alarch  17,  1794,  and  after  having  been  engaged  in 
business  life  in  the  cities  for  nearly  thirty  years  he 
returned  and  enjoyed  over  twoscore  years  of  useful 
and  happy  life  in  the  house  of  his  boyhood. 

The  Church  family  of  Little  Compton  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  New  England,  and  is  descended  from 
(I)  Richard  Church,  who  was  born  in  1608;  he 
came  to  New  England  in  the  fleet  with  Governor 
Winthropj  in  1630,  and  was  made  a freeman  Oct. 
19th  of  that  year.  He  moved  from  Weymouth  to 
Plymouth  in  1632,  and,  with  John  Thompson,  was 
engaged  to  build  the  first  gun-carriage  and  the  first 
meeting-house  in  the  colony.  He  served  as  sergeant 
in  the  Pequot  *war.  In  1636  he  married  Elizabeth 
Warren,  daughter  of  Richard  Warren,  and  she  died 
at  Hingham  in  1670.  Thirteen  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage.  Richard  Church  died  at  Dedham, 
Dec.  27,  1667,  and  was  buried  at  Hingham. 

(II)  Joseph  Church,  eldest  son  of  Richard, 
born  in  1636,  died  in  Little  Compton,  in  1711.  He 
married  Alary  Tucker,  by  whom  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren. He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  was  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  Little  Compton,  and  was  always 
a leader  in  town  affairs.  The  Plymouth  records, 
June  6,  1682,  show  that  “on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Church  and  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  of  Saconet, 
it  was  ordered  that  it  shall  be  from  this  time  a 
township  and  be  called  Little  Compton.”  By  the 
original  grant  of  1674  Governor  Winslow  was  al- 
lotted a section  of  land  in  Little  Compton  which  he 
immediately  conveyed  to  Joseph  Church.  This  land 
has  been  the  site  of  the  Church  family  homestead  to 
the  present  time.  The  estate  is  now  appropriately 
known  as  “Oldacre.” 

(II)  Benjamin  Church,  son  of  Richard  and 
brother  of  Joseph,  was  the  famous  Indian  warrior 
and  historian  who  commanded  the  Colonial  soldiers 
in  King  Philip’s  war.  He  was  born  in  Plymouth  in 
1639.  He  married  Alice  Southworth,  a grand- 
daughter of  the  wife  of  Governor  Bradford,  by 
wdiom  he  had  eight  children.  In  his  later  years  he 
dictated  to  his  son,  Thomas,  two  books  of  memoirs 
of  his  military  life,  viz. : “Entertaining  Passages 
Relating  to  King  Philip's  War,”  and  “The  French 
and  Indian  Wars  in  New  England  Between  the 
Years  1689  and  1704.”  These  were  published  to- 
gether in  1716.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles,  president  of  Yale 
College,  edited  a reprint  in  1772  which  contained 
what  purported  to  be  portraits  of  the  author  and 
King  Philip,  engraved  by  Paul  Revere.  These  lively 
reminiscences  were  popular  reading  in  olden  times.  . 
A sumptuous  quarto  edition,  edited  by  Henry  M^ 
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Dexter,  was  published  in  1865.  Colonel  Church 
commanded  five  expeditions  to  the  coast  of  iNIaine 
and  the  Bay  of  Fundy  during  King  ^^'ilham’s  and 
Queen  Anne’s  wars.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
■of  Bristol  and  he  and  Joseph  were  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Little  Compton.  He  was  one  of  the  pictur- 
esque figures  of  the  Colonial  days.  He  died  and 
was  buried  in  Little  Compton,  1718. 

(HI)  Joseph  Church,  son  of  Joseph,  horn  in 
1663,  died  in  1715,  at  Little  Compton.  His  life  was 
passed  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  where  he  was  a 
landholder  and  farmer.  He  married  Grace  Shaw, 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Alice  (Stonard)  Shaw. 
They  also  had  nine  children. 

(IVQ  Caleb  Church,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
1701,  died  in  1769.  He  remained  in  Little  Comp- 
ton, where  he  was  also  a farmer  and  land  owner. 
In  1721  he  married  Deborah  Woodworth,  who  was 
born  in  1703  and  died  in  1733,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  iMargaret  Torrey,  who  died  in  1792. 
There  were  six  children  by  the  first  union  and  five 
by  the  second. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Church,  son  of  Caleb,  born  in 
1725,  died  in  1825.  Like  the  rest  of  the,  family  he 
was  a farmer,  making  his  home  in  Little  Compton, 
where  he  died.  He  was  apparently  a captain  of 
militia  during  the  Revolution.  In  1754  he  married 
Hannah  Wood,  who  was  born  in  1734  and  dieu  in 
1815.  They  had  nine  children.  In  1-771  he  built 
the  house  which  is  still  standing  on  “the  Common 
Road”  west  of  “Little  Compton  Commons.”  On 
B'ehruary  6,  1825,  the  Rev.  Emerson  Paine  de- 
livered, in  the  village  church,  a ‘‘century  discourse’’ 
in  celebration  of  Ebenezer  Church’s  hundredth 
birthday.  It  was  published,  and  made  an  octavo 
pamphlet  of  twenty-eight  pages.  The  discourse 
records : “the  whole  number  of  his  descendants  are 
142,  and  no  of  them  are  still  living.” 

(VI)  Joseph  Church,  son  of  Ebenezer,  horn 
in  1764,  lived  in  Little  Compton  in  the  house  built 
by  his  father,  and  died  there  in  1840.  In  1793  he 
married  Elizabeth  Taylor,  and  for  his  second- wife 
he  married  Lydia  Dring  in  1832.  He  had  six  chil- 
dren by  his  first  wife  and  one  by  his  second  wife. 
The  last  named  child,  Elizabeth  Taylor  Church,  is 
now  living  in  Newport,  the  widow  of  Aaron  Cogge- 
shall.  Joseph  Church  served  in  the  army  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

(VH)  Col.  John  Church,  son  of  Joseph,  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  place  and  there  attended 
school.  In  1812  he  removed  to  Providence,  where 
he  became  engaged  in  building  with  John  H. 
Greene,  and  later  he  became  the  senior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Church  & Sweet,  architects  and  builders. 
His  work  remains  to-day  in  many  of  the  older  resi- 
dences of  the  city.  His  operations  also  extended 
to  the  southern  cities,  ^especially  Savannah  and 
Charleston.  He  built  one  of  the  large  churches 
in  the  latter  city.  In  1840  he  retired  from  business 
in  Providence,  and  returned  to  his  birthplace.  Little 
Compton,  where  he  settled  down  to  the  enjoyment 


of  private  life  on  the  farm  which  had  already  re- 
mained in  the  Church  family  for  nearly  two  cen- 
turies. He  built  a comfortable  residence  there  near 
the  old  homestead,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  days  to  his  home  and  family.  He  maintained, 
however,  a lively  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  in 
many  ways  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  com- 
munity. \\'hile  a resident  of  Providence  he  be- 
came prominent  in  military  circles,  and  was  colonel 
of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  when  General 
LaEayette  visited  Providence,  in  1824,  Colonel 
Church  in  his  official  capacity  escorted  him  through 
the  State,  The  late  Almon  D.  Hodges  and, Amos 
D.  Smith  were  on  Colonel  Church’s  s.taff  during 
his  entire  service  as  colonel.  He  was  also  active 
in  civic  affairs  in  Providence ; in  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Whig  and  later  a Republican.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  city  council,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  1832,  and  was  a director  in  several  city 
hanks  and  in  the  Mutual  Eire  Insurance  Company. 
In  his  native  town  he  served  in  the  town  council, 
and  represented  Little  Com])ton  in  the  General 
Assembly  during  the  sessions  of  1846,  1847 
1848. 

In  1816  Colonel  Church  married  Prudence  W. 
Simmons,  and  to  them  were  horn  seven  children : 
Elizabeth,  horn  in  1820,  married  in  1843  Abel  Tomp- 
kins, and  died  in  1888;  Edmund  born  in  1822, 
died  in  1849;  William  S.,  horn  in  1823,  married  in 
1844  Hannah  Wilbur,  and  died  in  July,  1903;  Lucy 
\h,  born  in  1824,  died  in  1825  ;»  Mary  Catherine, 
horn  in  1827,  died  in  1832;  Susan  horn  in  1831, 
married  Edward  T.  Russell,  of  Boston;  and  John, 
horn  in  1834,  died  in  1890. 

Colonel  Church  was  possessed  of  an  unusually 
fine  personal  appearance,  standing  more  than  six 
feet  in  height,  and  in  manner  he  was  a perfect 
gentleman  of  the  old  school.  He  was  ever  noted 
for  strong  character  and  high  standards  of  citizen- 
ship, was  true  to  his  friends  and  honorable  in  all 
his  dealings,  doing  his  duty  as  he  saw  it,  to  the 
utmost  of  his  ability.  His  career  afforded  a noble 
example  of  a well-spent  life.  He  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  with  which 
he  united  in  1852,  at  Little  Compton.  His  death 
occurred  Nov.  18,  1882,  and  he  was  buried  in  Little 
Compton. 

(\TH)  John  Church,  son  of  Col.  John  Church, 
was  horn  at  Providence  in  1834,  and  wRen  he  was 
six  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Little  Compton. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  his  life  work 
in  the  employ  of  Oliver  Ditson,  in  Boston.  At 
twenty-five  he  was  sent  to  Cincinnati  to  reorganize 
an  unsuccessful  house  there.  He  immediately 
bought  a half  interest  in  the  business  and  after  two 
years  he  purchased  the  Ditson  interest  therein. 
Erom  this  beginning  he  developed  the  John  Church 
Company,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
famous  Cincinnati  Music  Festivals,  a director  of 
the  Festival  Association  every  year,  except  one, 
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from  its  organization  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
Through  it  he  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  pat- 
rons of  the  earliest  successful  choral  and  instru- 
mental concert  work  on  a grand  scale  in  America. 
He  was  president  of  the  American  Board  of  Music 
Trade.  He  became  one  of  the  best  known  sheet 
music  publishers  in  the  United  States  and  owned 
large  music  stores  in  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  he  was  also  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  musical  instruments,  among  them 
the  well-known  Everett  piano.  During  his  active 
business  life  he  made  his  home  in  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Church  married  Miss  Carrie  Corwin,  of 
Cincinnati,  daughter  of  Daniel  W.  Corwin,  of  the 
well-known  Ohio  family  of  that  name.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely : Corwin,  born 
in  1866,  died  in  1873;  Edith  Russell,  born  in  1868, 
married  Roswell  B.  Burchard ; and  Alice,  born  in 
1870,  died  in  1876.  John  Church  died  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  April  19,  1890,  and  was  buried  in  the  new 
cemetery  at  Little  Compton. 


JOHN  OSBORNE  AUSTIN,  author  and 
publisher.  Providence,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1849, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
Hanson  (Osborne)  Austin.  He  is  a direct  de- 
scendant on  his  father’s  side  from  Robert  Austin 
( ?),  of  Kings  Town,  R.  I.,  1661,  his  name  appearing 
on  a list  of  persons  who  were  to  have  lots  at  the 
new  settlement  of  Misquamicut  (Westerly),  but 
although  he  received  a lot  he  did  not  settle  there — 
he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Kings  Towne  in  1687; 
from  Thomas  Fish,  who  had  a grant  of  land  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  1643  i from  Christopher  Hus- 
sey, of  Dorking,  England,  and  Holland,  who  came 
to  New  England  in  1632,  in  the  ship  “William  and 
Francis,”  arriving  at  Boston,  thence  going  to 
Lynn,  to  Newbury,  where  he  was  deputy,  and  in 
1638  to  Hampton,  N.  H.,  of  which  town  he  was 
one  of  the  original  settlers ; and  from  Robert  Pad- 
dock,  of  Duxbury,  1638,  and  Plymoutb,  1643, 
where  he  was  constable  in  1646;  and  on  his 
mother’s  side  from  William  Osborne,  of  Wapping, 
County  of  Middlesex,  England,  and  Salem,  Mass., 
1684;  from  Thomas  Hanson,  of  Dover,  N.  H., 
1657,  who  it  is  confidently  believed  by  some  of  the 
American  branch  of  Hansons,  was  a descendant  in 
the  twelfth  generation  from  Roger  de  Rastricke, 
of  Rastricke  in  Yorkshire,  who  was  living  in  1251  ; 
from  George  Allen,  who  came  from  Weymouth, 
England,  in  1635,  was  at  Lynn,  1636,  and  moved 
thence  1637  to  Sandwich;  and  from  David  Kelley, 
of  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  where  he  was  admitted  an  in- 
habitant and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity,  1657. 

From  (I)  Robert  Austin  (above)  Mr.  Austin’s 
descent  is  tbrough  Jeremiah,  Robert  (2),  Jeremiah 
(2),  Jeremiah  (3),  Joseph  and  Samuel  Austin; 
and  from  William  Osborne  (above)  tbrough  Wil- 
liam, Jonathan,  Marble,  John  and*  Elizabeth  Han- 
son Osborne.  These  generations  in  the  Austin 
line  more  in  detail  and  in  regular  order  follow : 


(II)  Jeremiah  Austin,  of  Kings  Town,  North 
Kingstown  and  E.xeter,  R.  I.,  married  Elizabeth. 

(III)  Robert  Austin  (2),  of  Kingstown,  West- 
erly and  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  married  Hannah  Cran- 
dall. Mr.  Austin  was  a shoemaker  and  farmer.  He 
was  probably  the  first  Austin  who  made  a per- 
manent settlement  in  Westerly. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Austin  (2),  of  Charlestown, 
R.  I.,  Rochester,  Mass.,  and  Little  Compton,  R.  I., 
was  born  March  24,  1730,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1815. 
He  married  Margaret  Congdon,  who  was  born 
Oct.  I,  1725,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1812.  Mr.  Austin 
joined  the  Friends  (Quakers)  in  1759.  He  was 
representative  to  Monthly  Meeting,  1761,  and  is 
shown  by  the  records  of  the  meeting  to  have  been 
a very  useful  member ; and  in  later  years  he  be- 
came an  elder.  From  about  1765  to  1785  he  lived 
at  Rochester,  Mass.,  then  removed  to  Little  Comp- 
ton, R.  I.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Seaconnet 
Point  farm. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Austin  (3),  born  in  1758,  mar- 
ried Feb.  26,  1783,  Patience  Fish,  born  April  13, 
1753.  He  lived  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  Rochester 
and  Nantucket,  Mass.,  and  also  for  a time  was  at 
Little  Compton  and  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  at  Fer- 
risburgh,  Vt.  He  was  a tanner  and  followed  that 
occupation  in  Rochester.  In  1818  he  published 
a pamphlet  entitled  “Gospel  Doctrine  Vindicated 
and  Freed  From  The  Mists  In  Which  It  Is  In- 
volved By  Oliver  C.  Bartlett’s  Book,  Which  He 
Calls  ‘A  Wndication  of  the  Two  Gospel  Ordi- 
nances ; Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper.’  ” Mr. 
Austin  remained  a Quaker  through  life.  He  died 
Dec.  II,  1822.  His  wife  Patience  died  Dec.  29, 
1831. 

(\T)  Joseph  Austin,  born  Nov.  13,  1786,  mar- 
ried Dec.  7,  1808,  Rachel  Hussey,  born  March 
24,  1783.  Mr.  Austin  resided  at  Charlestown,  R. 
I.,  Rochester  and  Nantucket,  Mass.  He  was  a 
merchant.  He  left  Rochester  with  his  father  about 
1796  for  their  new  residence  in  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.  He  alternated  his  work  at  Little  Compton 
with  attendance  at  the  Rhode  Island  Monthly 
Meeting  School  at  Newport,  his  school  life 
covering  four  or  five  terms.  He  soon  after 
went  to  Nantucket,  arriving  there  about  1806,  and 
before  long  established  himself  in  trade  there. 
When  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  had  accumu- 
lated upwards  of  $4,000  and  his  brother  in  later 
years  wrote  in  glowing  terms  of  Joseph’s  enter- 
prise, ability  and  bright  prospects.  He  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  Aug.  24,  1817,  in  the  midst  of  his  en- 
terprises, leaving  an  estate  of  more  than  $13,000. 
His  wife  Rachel  passed  away  April  16,  1857. 

(\TI)  Samuel  Aifstin,  born  June  15,  1816, 
married  Oct.  12,  1843,  Elizabeth  Hanson  Osborne, 
born  Oct.  28,  1820.  Mr.  Austin  resided  at  Nan- 
tucket, Mass.,  and  Providence,  R.  I.  He  came  to 
the  latter  point  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
and  attended  the  New  England  Yearly  Meeting 
Boarding  School  until  he  had  completed  the  course, 
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after  wliich  he  remained  for  a time  as  teacher. 
Leaving-  Providence  in  1835  he  taught  school  for 
a year  at  Nantucket,  and  returned  to  Providence 
and  taught  some  years  at  the  Friends’  School.  In 
1844  he  started  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness, the  following  year  changing  to  wholesale. 
In  1847  he  established  a private  school  in  Provi- 
dence, and  two  years  later  located  it  in  the 
rear  of  the  First  Universalist  Church,  where  he 
continued  it  for  eighteen  years  under  the  name  of 
“Union  Hall  School.”  He  gave  up  teaching  in 
1868  and  for  six  years  was  agent  for  the  “Rhode 
Island  Educational  Union,”  an  association  of  man- 
ufacturers who  desired  the  establishment  of  even- 
ing schools  and  public  libraries  in  the  manufactur- 
ing villages. 

Mr.  Austin  was  a member  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Lhiion,  the  Franklin  Society,  Rhode  Is- 
land Peace  Society,  Rhode  Island  Bible  Society, 
etc.  He  was  much  interested  in  facilitating  educa- 
tion for  the  poor,  in  prison  reform  and  temperance, 
as  well  as  in  all  pursuits  of  a scientific  character, 
and  in  horticulture.  He  was  among  the  very 
earliest  to  urge  the  establishment  of  evening 
schools  in  the  city  of  Providence,  and  assisted  in 
the  inauguration  of  that  system,  teaching  himself 
in  one  of  the  first  schools,  opened  in  1849.  Like 
his  ancestors  for  three  generations  immediately 
before  him,  he  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
F riends. 

(\’III)  John  Osborne  Austin,  as  stated  in  the 
foregoing,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1849,  in  Providence, 
R.  I.  He  received  his  education  at  the  Primary, 
Intermediate  and  Grammar  schools,  leaving  the 
latter  after  a few  months,  and  then  attending  for 
some  years  the  Union  Hall  School,  on  Westmins- 
ter street,  kept  by  his  father.  In  1866  he  took  a 
clerkship  with  the  firm  of  Brownell  & Rathbone, 
wool  dealers,  three  years  later  becoming  book- 
keeper and  salesman  for  D.  L.  Brownell.  In  1871 
he  commenced  business  for  himself  as  wool  dealer. 
Closing  his  business  out  in  1872  he  took  passage 
from  New  York  to  Glasgow  in  the  steamer  “An- 
glia.” The  day  after  his  arrival  at  Glasgow  he 
paid  a visit  to  Stirling  Castle,  thence  successively 
visiting  Loch  Lomond,  Dryburgh,  Melrose,  Ab- 
botsford, Edinburgh,  Newcastle,  York,  London 
(arriving  Christmas  Eve),  Antwerp,  Brussels, 
Cologne,  the  Rhine,  Wiesbaden,  Frankfort,  Dres- 
den, Strasbourg,  Heidelberg,  Nuremburg,  Paris, 
London,  Southampton.  In  1873  he  embarked  in 
the  steamer  “Asiatic,”  bound  from  Southampton  to 
Algoa  Bay,  via  Madeira  and  Capetown.  Two  days 
after  his  arrival  at  Algoa  Bay  (Port  Elizabeth) 
he  started  on  foot  to  the  Diamond  fields  (450 
miles),  camping  out  in  his  blanket  each  night.  In 
going  and  returning  thence  600  miles  of  the  jour- 
ney were  accomplished  on  foot.  After  two  months 
spent  in  Cape  Colony  he  left  Port  Elizabeth  in  the 
barque  “Rosland,”  and  arrived  in  Boston  after  a 
run  of  fifty  days  from  Cape  Good  Hope  to  Cape 


Cod.  Besides  the  foreign  journeying  alluded  to 
he  has  visited  (before  and  since  that  trip)  the  fol- 
lowing places  in  his  own  country : The  St.  Law- 
rence, Saguenay,  Hudson,  St.  Johns  (Elorida), 
and  Ocklawaha  rivers ; lakes  George,  Champlain, 
Memphremagog  and  Winnepesaukce ; the  White, 
Green  and  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  and  Mount  Des- 
ert; Ausable  Chasm,  Watkins  Glen,  Natural 
Bridge,  Caverns  of  Luray,  Falls  of  Niagara,  Falls 
of  iMontmorenci ; White  Stdphur,  Saratoga  and 
Poland  Springs ; cities  of-  iNIontreal,  Quebec,  Hali- 
fax, Washington,  D.  C.,  St.  Augustine,  and  the 
large  cities  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

In  1873  jNIr.  Austin  resumed  the  wool  business, 
purchasing  on  commission  in  Alaine  that  season, 
the  next  year  on  joint  account  in  New  York  State, 
and  in  subsequent  years  on  commission  in  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  York,  Georgia 
and  Virginia.  Spare  intervals  of ‘his  time  (includ- 
ing many  evenings)  were  used,  between  1873 
1883,  in  preparing  a family  history  of  his  own  an- 
cestors and  later  of  his  wife’s  ancestry,  her  father 
having  left  papers  which  showed  an  attempt  in  the 
same  direction.  During  1883  and  the  nine  subse- 
quent years  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  genealogy 
of  Rhode  Island  families,  resulting  in  the  publica- 
tion, in  1887,  of  “The  Genealogical  Dictionary  of 
Rhode  Island,”  in  1889  of  “The  Ancestry  of  Thir- 
ty-three Rhode  Islanders,”  and  in  1891  of  “The 
Ancestral  Dictionary.”  Much  time  was  also  given 
during  the  latter  part  of  this  period  to  developing 
the  sale  of  these  books.  Contributions  were  fre- 
quently made  to  magazines,  on  genealogical  sub- 
jects, and  to  newspapers  advocating  broader  suf- 
frage. 

In  1892  Mr.  Austin  sailed  with  his  wife  on  the 
steamer  “Servia,”  of  the  Cunard  line,  for  Queens- 
town; arrived  in  New  York  in  that  same  year  on 
the  steamer  “Umbria,”  having  visited  Ireland, 
Scotland,  England,  North  and  South  Wales,  Hol- 
land, Belgium,  the  Rhine,  southern  Germany,  the 
Tyrol,  Italy,  Switzerland  and  France.  In  1893 
he  began  the  publication  of  “One  Hundred  and 
Sixty  Allied  Families.” 

On  June  24,  1878,  Air.  Austin  married  Helen 
Augusta  Whitaker,  born  July  9,  1853,  daughter  of 
William  and  Emma  Louise  (Barker)  Whitaker. 
They  have  one  child,  Richard  Sisson  Austin,  born 
April  18,  1885.  [Austin’s  One  Hundred  and  Sixty 
Allied  Families,  1893.] 

LAPHAM  (Warwick  family).  The  Laphams 
of  Rhode  Island  descend  from  an  old  Colonial 
family  of  this  section  of  New  England.  Here  in 
Rhode  Island  and  in  the  neighboring  State  of 
Alassachusetts  the  name  and  family  have  continued 
for  upward  of  two  centuries.  They,  too,  have  been 
one  of  the  substantial  families  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  in  more  recent  years  prominently  con- 
nected with  its  industrial  life  and  as  well  with  the- 
legal  profession.  Especially  as  manufacturers. 
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chiefly  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  have  figured  a 
branch  of  the  old  Smithfield-Burrillville  family,  de- 
scendants in  the  line  of  Rev.  Richard  Lapham  of 
the  latter  town.  Reference  is  made  especially  to 
the  Lapham  brothers,  late  of  Centreville — Hon. 
Benedict  and  Hon.  Enos  Lapham,  who  were  long 
extensively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  goods  at  that  and  other  points  in 
the  State,  men  of  large  means  and  usefulness,  and 
of  long  and  high  public  position,  each  having  re- 
peatedly in  turn  represented  his  community  in 
the  town  council,  in  both  branches  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  one  of  whom  was  lieutenant-gover- 
nor of  Rhode  Island. 

The  earlier  generations  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Laphams  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
and  as  well  some  of  the  later  members  of  the 
family.  This  article  is  devoted  to  the  special 
branch  of  the  family  which  has  figured  so  long 
and  prominently  in  the  State’s  industrial  life,  and 
for  convenience  here  styled  the  Warwick  family. 
In  the  family  history  and  genealogy  which  follows 
the  arrangement  is  chronological,  beginning  with 
the  first  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Lapham,  born  in  1635,  appears  as 

a freeman  at  Providence,  in  1673.  deputy 

that  year  and  constable  in  1675.  He  married  April 
6,  1673,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Frances 
(Hopkins)  Mann.  Their  first  child  was  born  in 
Providence,  the  next  two  at  Newport,  and  the  rest 
at  Dartmouth,  ]\Iass.  At  a meeting  held  at  Mr. 
Lapham’s  house  in  Dartmouth,  in  1699,  Jacob  Mott 
and  three  others  undertook  to  build  a meeting- 
house for  the  Society  of  Friends,  toward  which 
Mr.  Lapham’s  contribution  was  five  pounds.  The 
meeting-house  was  built  in  that  same  year,  and  was 
the  first  erected  for  worship  in  that  town.  Air. 
Lapham  died  in  1710.  His  children  were:  Alary, 
born  Alarch  i,  1674;  John,  born  Dec.  13,  1677; 
William,  born  Nov.  29,  1679;  Thomas,  born  Sept. 
30,  1682;  Alary,  bom  Oct.  5,  1686;  and  Nicholas, 
born  April  i,  1689. 

(II)  John  Lapham  (2),  son  of  John,  born 
Dec.  13,  1677,  married  April  3,  1700,  Mary,  born 
July  10,  1683,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
Russell,  and  lived  in  Dartmouth,  Alass.,  and 
Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  was  made  a freeman  of 
Smithfield  in  1734.  He  was  of  Dartmouth  iu 
1747,  and  died  after  that  year,  possibly  in  Dart- 
mouth, Alass.  His  children  were  Elizabeth,  born 
July  29,  1701;  John,  Oct.  2,  1703;  Thomas,  Dec. 
10,  1705;  Rebecca,  Aug.  5,  1707;  Joseph;  Ruth; 
Benjamin;  Frances;  Bathshejja ; Joshua,  and  Han- 
nah. The  sons  all  made  settlement  in  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  and  most  of  them  remained  there  or  in  ad- 
joining towns. 

(III)  Thomas  Lapham,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
Dec.  10,  1705,  married  Abigail,  and  their  children 
of  Smithfield  town  record  were : Silence,  born 
May  8,  1731;  David,  Nov.  23,  1732;  Phebe, ' Sept. 
23,  1734;  Abigail,  Oct.  6,  1737;  Thomas,  June  15, 


1740;  Bathsheba,  April  24,  1743;  Jethro,  June  14, 
1747;  and  Augustus,  Nov.  5,  1750. 

(IV)  Jethro  Lapham,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
June  14,  1747,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  married  July  14, 
1763,  Amy,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bassett.  Air.  Lap- 
ham, as  were  his  forefathers,  was  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  He  was  a prosperous 
farmer  and  a minister  in  the  Society. 

(V)  Levi  Lapham,  son  of  Jethro,  born  Dec. 
27,  1767,  married  Alarch  13,  1786,  Sarah  Burlin- 
game, born  Jan.  9,  1768,  daughter  of  David  and 
Alehetabel  (Bishop)  Burlingame,  he  a descendant 
of  Roger  Burlingame,  through  Job  and  David.  Air. 
Lapham  was  a prosperous  farmer  and  influential 
citizen  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.  He  died  Aug.  23, 
1847,  ^iicl  Ills  wife  passed  away  Nov.  i,  1841. 

(VI)  Rev.  Richard  Lapham,  son  of  Levi  and 
Sarah,  born  Alarch  19,  1790,  married  Alarch  17, 
1813,  Phebe,  born  Dec.  i,  1793*,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Anne  (Richard)  Arnold,  he  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  and  a descendant  of 
Thomas  Arnold,  through  Richard,  John,  John  (2) 
and  Noah  Arnold.  Rev.  Richard  Lapham  was  a 
minister  in  the  Wesleyan  AI.  E.  Church,  though 
not  settled  as  a pastor.  He  died  at  North  Scituate, 
R.  I.,  June  2,  1856,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
Aug.  8,  1869.  Their  children  were:  Lilburn,  born 
Alay  7,  1814;  Benedict,  June  26,  1816;  Enos,  Sept. 
13,  1821;  Drusilla,  May  19,  1824;  Phebe,  April  7, 
1827;  and  Arnold,  July  22,  1833. 

(VII)  Benedict  Lapham,  son  of  Rev.  Rich- 
ard and  Phebe  (Arnold)  Lapham,  born  June  26, 
1816,  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  married  in  November, 
1849,  Ann  Eliza,  daughter  of  the  late  Russell  and 
Catherine  (Essex)  Austin,  of  North  Kingstown, 
R.  I.  Airs.  Lapham  died  July  3,  1897. 

In  early  life  Air.  Lapham  was  employed  on  a 
farm  and  in  manufacturing  establishments  in  his 
native  town  and  in  several  towns  in  Alassachusetts, 
and  for  a period  had  charge  of  the  Albion  Alanu- 
facturing  Company  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  Later  on, 
in  1837,  he  furthered  his  studies  at  Bushee’s 
Academy,  in  Bank  village,  in  his  native  State,  giv- 
ing especial  attention  to  mathematics.  Following 
this  for  several  years  he  was  occupied  as  a wheel- 
wright. For  a time  in  1839  and  1840  he  rented 
the  Tillinghast  factory  in  East  Greenwich  and  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  cot- 
ton goods.  After  this  experience  he  resumed 
farming,  his  father  having  conveyed  to  him  the 
old  homestead.  Later  he  was  again  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  business  in  his  native  town  and  at 
other  points.  In  1852  he  became  the  possessor  of 
the  John  Greene  estate  in  Centreville,  R.  L,  which 
included  two-thirds  of  the  water-power  and  all  the 
machinery  of  the  old  mills,  and  additions  later. 
Here  Air.  Lapham  engaged  in  the  manufacturing 
of  cotton  cloth,  operating  about  five  thousand 
spindles.  He  made  a large  addition  to  the  mill 
in  1861,  and  in  1870-71  replaced  the  old  building 
with  a new  structure — one  of  the  finest  cotton-mills 
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in  Rhode  Island,  and  the  largest  at  the  time  bnilt 
and  owned  by  any  one  man.  It  ran  thirty  thousand 
spindles,  with  a capacity  of  ten  thousand  more. 
Of  this  mill  Mr.  Lapham  was  the  architect,  making 
the  plans  himself  and  overseeing  the  erection  of 
the  building.  His  brother  Enos  was  associated  with 
him  in  business,  being  the  superintendent  of  the 
mill. 

Mr.  Lapham  was  also  engaged  in  other  lines 
of  business,  as  a cotton  and  grain  merchant.  As  a 
manufacturer  he  was  master  of  his  business,  com- 
prehending it  in  all  its  details,  from  the  buying  of 
the  cotton  in  the  field,  through  all  the  process  of 
manufacturing,  to  the  sale  of  the  products  of  his 
mills.  His  business  career  e.xtended  over  a period 
of  forty  years,  and  was  characterized  by  strict  in- 
tegrity and  ceaseless  activity.  He  possessed  a strong 
constitution,  indomitable  energy  and  great  execu- 
tive ability.  His  niind  was  alert  and  thoroughly 
disciplined.  His  public  spirit  and  his  interest  led 
him  to  devote  much  of  his  wealth  to  the  cause  of 
education  and  to  benevolent  purposes. 

Mr.  Lapham  gave  considerable  time  and  atten- 
tion to  public  affairs.  During  the  Dorr  troubles, 
in  1842,  he  was  captain  of  a company  of  the  Rhode 
Island  militia.  He  was  a representative  in  1849 
from  the  town  of  Scituate  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Assembly.  In  1863  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  from  the  town  of  Warwick,  and  was  re- 
elected to  that  body  in  the  year  following.  He  was 
again  elected  to  the  State  Senate  for  the  year  1882- 
83,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  body  for  the  year 
1883-84.  He  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Smith,  State 
commissioner  of  the  Antietam  cemetery,  sustain- 
ing such  relations  with  it  for  five  years,  and  was 
then  re-appointed  by  Governor  Padelford.  He  was 
for  five  years  president  of  the  Warwick  town  coun- 
cil, served  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  also  filled 
other  public  offices.  In  the  early  si.xties  he  pur- 
chased the  Smithville  Seminary,  renamed  it  Lap- 
ham Institute,  and  gave  it  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Association,  later  carrying  on  the  institution  for  a 
period  of  five  years  at  his  own  expense.  His  life 
was  one  of  continued  usefulness. 

Senator  Lapham  died  at  Centreville,  R.  I.,  June 
16,  1883,  suddenly,  as  he  was  about  to  leave  his 
home  for  a trip  abroad. 

(\GI)  Enos  L.\pn.\}ir,  son  of  Rev.  Richard 
and  Phebe  (Arnold)  Lapbam,  born  Sept.  13,  1821, 
in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  married  April 
23,  1843,  Abby  B.,  daughter  of  the  late  Russell  and 
Catherine  (Essex)  Austin,  of  North  Kingstown, 
R.  I.  Their  only  child,  Elizabeth  S.,  married  (first) 
Hon.  Franklin  Treat  and  (second)  Franklin  Niles 
Babcock,  and  resides  at  Centreville.  Mrs.  Enos 
Lapham  died  iMarch  16,  1885,  and  Mr.  Lapham 
married  (second)  Dec.  30,  1885,  Lydia  Harriet, 
daughter  of  the  late  Henry  and  iMaria  (Pie^'ce) 
Hamilton,  of  Centreville,  R.  I.  She  married  (sec- 
ond) Ernst  E.  M’ilbur,  principal  of  the  Compton 
Grammar  School. 


As  a boy  Enos  Lapham  had  only  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  the  district  school  afforded, 
and  at  an  early  age  he  entered  a cotton-mill  as  an 
operative.  When  he  had  reached  an  age  when  boys 
of  to-day  are  still  in  the  high  school  he  was  running 
a small  mill  which  he  had  leased.  In  1839  joined 
with  his  elder  brother,  Benedict  Lapham,  in  operat- 
ing a small  factory  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and 
although  the  business  was  conducted  in  the  name 
of  the  eldest  brother  they  continued  together  until 
the  latter’s  death,  in  1883.  Enos  was  the  practical 
mill  man  and  superintendent,  while  Benedict  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  business  management  of  the 
concern.  Their  venture  at  East  Greenwich  having 
prospered,  they  removed  to  Centreville,  R.  I.,  where 
the  two  old  cotton  mills  built  in  1794  and  1807  (the 
former  the  second  cotton-mill  operated  in  this 
country,  where  the  yarn  was  spun  and  woven  on 
the  premises)  with  two-thirds  of  the  water  privi- 
lege and  all  the  machinery  were  bought  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of  the  John  Greene  estate,  and  the  brothers 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth,  operat- 
ing about  five  thousand  spindles. 

i\Ir.  Enos  Lapham  continued  as  superintendent 
of  the  mills,  which  grew  with  the  demands  of  the 
business  until  the  wooden  mills  were  replaced  by 
substantial  factories,  operating  about  thirty-three 
thousand  spindles  and  upwards  of  seven  hundred 
looms.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Benedict  Lapham,  in 
1883,  Mr.  Enos  Lapham  became  the  sole  owner 
of  the  valuable  mill  property,  which,  added  to  the 
wealth  which  he  had  himself  accumulated,  made 
him  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  Warwick. 

Mr.  Enos  Lapham  did  not  evince  the  iiiterest  in 
public  affairs  which  had  been  one  of  the  principal 
traits  in  the  character  of  his  brother  Benedict, 
until  the  death  of  his  son-in-law,  Hon.  Franklin 
Treat,  in  1887.  When  Senator  Treat’s  death 
caused  a vacancy  in  the  Senate,  however,  j\Ir.  Lap- 
ham, at  the  succeeding  election  in  1888,  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  upper  branch  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  year  1888,  when  he  w’as  elected  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  State  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he 
continued  to  keep  a seat  in  the  Senate  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 

In  1886  ]\Ir.  Lapham  was  elected  president  of 
the  Warwdck  town  council,  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death  he  predominated  politics  in  that 
town.  He  held  the  office  of  State  senator  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  had  been  renominated  and  re- 
elected as  such,  and  also  had  just  been  re-elected 
president  of  the  town  council,  both  of  which  offices 
he  had  held  for  eight  years. 

i\Ir.  Lapham  w'as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Centreville  i\I.  E.  Church,  and  a 
director  of  the  Providence  Conference  Seminary 
at  East  (Greenwich,  and  president  of  the  corporation 
of  East  Greenwich  Academy.  He  w'as  president 
of  the  Centreville  National  Bank  and  of  the  War- 
wick Institution  for  Savings  for  a number  of  years,. 
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and  treasurer  of  the  Warwick  and  Coventry  Water 
Company,  which  he  organized  in  1889  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  Pawtuxet  valley  villages 
with  water  from  Carr’s  pond,  in  West  Greenwich, 
and  it  is  for  this  latter  work  he  will,  perhaps,  be 
held  in  longest  and  most  grateful  remembrance  by 
the  residents  of  that  section  of  the  State. 

iNlr.  Lapham  died  in  Centreville,  R.  I.,  June  21, 
1894. 

ROBERT  BYRON  TREAT,  former  State 
senator,  and  the  worthy  recipient  of  many  offices 
of  honor  and  trust;  was  born  in  Centreville  Feb. 
II,  1868,  son  of  Hon.  Franklin  and  Elizabeth  S. 
(Lapham)  Treat. 

Hon.  Franklin  Treat  was  born  in  Frankfort, 
Waldo  Co.,  Maine,  June  2,  1832,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  earliest  settled  families  of  that  State.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
early  evinced  an  aptitude  for  business,  beginning 
shipbuilding  when  twenty  years  of  age,  and  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  that  work  for  many  years, 
amassing  a comfortable  fortune  by  his  energy  and 
thrift.  As  has  so  often  occurred,  however,  in  the 
vicissitudes  in  business  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century,  it  was  advisable  for  Air.  Treat  to  close 
his  plant  at  Frankfort,  and  after  so  doing  he  came 
in  January,  1875,  to  Centreville,  and  began  busi- 
ness as  a merchant  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery 
trade,  in  which  he  was  continuously  successful. 
While  a resident  of  his  native  State  he  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  town  and  State  politics,  and 
was  an  influential  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
representing  the  town  of  Frankfort  and  of  Winter- 
port  in  the  Alaine  Legislature  in  1868  and  1872, 
and  filling  important  offices  on  various  Legislative 
committees.  As  was  a natural  outcome  of  political 
life,  on  his  removal  to  Rhode  Island  he  took  an 
equally  active  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  pub- 
lic affairs  in  his  new  home,  and  he  was  warmly 
welcomed  by  the  Democrats  here,  and  soon  became 
a favorite  candidate.  He  was  elected  State  senator 
and  served  in  the  sessions  of  1878,  1880,  1881  and 
1886,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  chairman 
of  the  Finance  committee  in  the  Senate.  Although 
a lifelong  Democrat  he  was  an  earnest  supporter 
of  President  Lincoln,  and  cast  his  vote  for  him. 
He  was  the  leader  of  his  party  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick, and  in  1883  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  Congress.  As  a citizen,  a neighbor  and  a 
friend  Mr.  Treat  was  all  that  makes  those  ties 
satisfactory  and  enduring.  lie  was  a liberal  sup- 
porter of  all  local  public  works.  He  possessed  a 
tenderness  of  heart  to  which  many  who  went  to 
him  in  trouble  can  bear  witness.  Air.  Treat  married 
Elizabeth  S.  Lapham,  daughter  of  Hon.  Enos  Lap- 
ham, of  Centreville,  and  they  had  one  son,  Robert 
Byron,  born  Feb.  il,  1868.  Air.  Treat  died  at  his 
home  in  Centreville  Dec.  21,  1887. 

Robert  Byron  Treat  early  attended  Airs.  Vaugh- 
an’s private  school,  and  then  entered  the  public 


schools,  where  he  remained  until  1879,  when  he 
entered  the  Friends’  School,  at  Providence.  Ill 
health  prevented  him  from  continuing  his  studies, 
and  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  left  school  in  the 
hope  of  recuperating.  In  September,  1882,  he  en- 
tered Alowry  and  Goff’s  School,  in  Providence,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  English  and  scientific  de- 
partments with  honors  in  June,  1886.  The  follow- 
ing September  he  entered  the  mill  office  of  his 
grandfather,  Enos  Lapham,.  as  office  boy,  and  by 
faithful  and  persistent  application  to  his  duties  he 
was  advanced  to  a responsible  position,  which  he 
occupied  several  years  previous  to  the  death  of  Air. 
Lapham,  in  1894.  From  the  time  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  until  he  entered  the  office,  in  1886, 
he  was  employed  during  the  summer  for  a number 
of  years  in  the  different  departments  of  the  mill, 
and  the  practical  knowledge  he  there  acquired  was 
of  great  service  to  him  when  the  management  of 
the  business  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  In  July,  i903> 
he  sold  the  Centreville  Cotton  Alill,  and  opened  an 
office  in  the  Banigan  building.  Providence,  as  a 
Converter  of  Cotton  Cloth.  He  is  also  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Alanufacturers  Fuel  Company 
of  Rhode  Island,  a corporation  doing  a wholesale 
business  exclusively  in  high-grade  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal ; and  vice-president  of  the  Warwick 
and  Coventry  Water  Company. 

Since  his  youth  Air.  Treat  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  religious  and  educational  work, 
being  cbairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Centreville  AI.  E.  Church,  and  for  many  years 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  corporation  of  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy,  one  of  the  oldest  institutions  of  learning 
in  the  State,  and  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  school  district  for  many  years,  mem- 
ber of  the  Warwick  high  school  commission  in 
1904  and  1905.  Since  its  creation  in  1900  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  State  board  of  public  roads ; 
he  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  commission 
to  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  in  1903-04. 
In  politics  Air.  Treat  is  a Republican,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  Presidential  electors  chosen  to  elect  Mc- 
Kinley in  1900.  He  represented  Warwick  in  the 
State  Senate  in  1902-03 ; he  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  town  debt  for  the 
town  of  Warwick,  and  also  a member  of  the  town 
school  committee. 

On  June  i,  1892,  Air.  Treat  married  Alary  Gay- 
lord, eldest  daughter  of  Francis  S.  and  Sarah  J. 
(Alaguire)  Turner,  of  Oaklawn,  R.  I.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children : Robert,  born 
Alay  28,  1893 ; and  Hazel,  born  Aug.  30,  1894. 

REV.  JAAIES  PIERCE  ROOT  (deceased), 
Providence.  The  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
owes  to  itself  and  the  community  that  it  should 
preserve  some  record  of  its  former  members,  and 
of  the  events  of  their  lives.  Especially  is  this  true 
of  those  who  have  been  active  in  promoting  the 
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interests  of  the  society,  and  whose  influence  has 
been  extended  and  beneficial.  Such  an  one  was  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  Root,  whose  sudden  death  came  with  a 
shock  of  surprise  even  to  those  who  knew  him  most 
intimately.  Though  he  had  never  had  very  robust 
health,  he  had  been  able  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  life 
with  less  than  ordinary  interruptions.^  For  a few 
weeks  only  had  he  suffered  from  debility  and  loss 
of  appetite ; but  he  had  no  apparent  disease,  and  ' 
neither  he  nor  his  nearest  friends  were  apprehen- 
sive of  danger.  He  had  been  confined  to  the  house 
for  a few  days,  when,  without  warning  and  almost 
without  pain,  he  sank  quietly  away. 

James  Pierce  Root  was  born  IMarch  19,  1829, 
on  Staten  Island.  His  early  life  and  labors  in  the 
ministry  were  passed  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
In  1861,  he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and  was  settled 
in  Elmwood  where  he  remained  about  five  years. 
During  that  time  he  performed  important  service  in 
the  army,  in  connection  with  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, and  was  in  the  city  of  Washington  at  the 
time  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr. 
Root’s  account  of  scenes  witnessed  at  this  time 
made  a deep  impression  upon  his  people,  and  his 
example  ancl  influence  were  j^jowerful  in  awakening 
their  patriotism. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Root  returned  to  New  York  and 
preached  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  for  about 
ten  years.  Since  then,  after  a short  period  of 
service  in  Y'oodstock,  Conn.,  he  has  labored  in 
Rhode  Island — two  years  at  Pettaconsett,  and  more 
lately  in  connection  with  the  Bible  Society  as  its 
agent  throughout  the  State.  In  this  office  he  has 
visited  most  of  the  towns  and  villages  of  our  com- 
monwealth, and  carried  kindly  greetings  and  Chris- 
tian counsel  into  thousands  of  homes.  Of  a very 
modest  and  retiring  disposition,  he  has  labored  on 
from  year  to  year,  winter  and  summer,  with  daily 
faithfulness,  maldng  a more  thorough  canvass  of 
the  State  in  this  work  than  has  ever  been  made  be- 
fore. It  is  hardly  suited  to  the  records  of  this  so- 
ciety to  speak  at  length  of  the  private  and  public 
services  of  this  excellent  and  useful  man.  Still 
less  can  we  enter  into  the  sacred  enclosure  of  his 
domestic  affections. 

Although  long  interested  in  historical  studies, 
IMr.  Root  did  not  become  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society  until  1885.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  a frequent  attendant  at  its  meetings,  and  has 
presented  several  valuable  papers  upon  local  sub- 
jects. While  his  great  modesty  prevented  his 
])utting  himself  forward  on  any  occasion,  yet  when 
called  upon  for  any  cluty  he  manifested  an  accur- 
ate and  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  facts  he 
had  examined.  He  had  gxeat  skill  and  accuracy  in 
tracing  genealogical  records,  and  many  of  our  citi- 
zens have  received  from  him  invaluable  aid  in  fol- 
lowing out  the  lines  of  their  ancestry  for  many 
generations.  It  is  probable  that  if  his  life  had  been 
spared,  and  leisure  afforded  him  to  pursue  these 
investigations,  he  might  have  gained  distinction, 


and  fulfilled  very  useful  service  in  this  department. 
It  is  understood  that  he  has  left  a large  amount 
of  material,  which,  could  it  be  taken  up  by  hands 
equally  skilled,  might  be  of  permanent  value.  Wdth 
the  sympathy  which  all  must  feel  for  his  bereaved 
family,  this  society  cannot  fail  to  recognize  a great 
and  serious  loss  in  the  removal  from  among  us,  of 
one  so  much  esteemed.  [Necrology  R.  I.  Hist. 
Society,  1888.] 

Air.  Root  died  Dec.  26,  1887,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.  According  to  Austin  he  descended  from 
John  Root,  John  Shepard,  Edward  Shepard,  Joseph 
Kellogg,  George  Aletcalf,  Thomas  Humphreys, 
Jared  Talbot  and  Anna  Richmond.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Wdlliam  Root  and  Charity 
(Shepard)  and  his  maternal  grandparents  were 
George  Aletcalf  and  Elizabeth  (Talbot).  His 
parents  were  William  Shepard  Root  and  Alaria 
(Aletcalf)  Root,  his  father  being  a native  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  born  Nov.  15,  1789. 

THOAIAS  JEEEERSON  HILL,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  July  24,  1894,  was  one  of  the 
oldest,  best-known  and  most  successful  business 
men  of  Providence,  left  a record  behind  him  which 
for  length  of  time,  variety  of  interest,  integrity  of 
method  and  unvarying  success  has  rarely  been 
equaled.  On  both  sides  Air.  Hill  was  descended 
from  old  Rhode  Island  and  Alassachusetts  families, 
and  he  inherited  many  of  the  sterling  qualities  of 
those  sturdy  ancestors. 

On  the  paternal  side  the  earlier  known  ancestors 
are  (I)  Samuel  and  Anne  Hill,  of  Rehoboth,  Alass. 
Their  issue  was:  Alargaret,  born  June  ii,  1711; 
Samuel,  Eeb.  19,  1713-14;  Abigail,  Alarch  5,  1714- 
15;  Anne,  Sept.  22,  1715-16;  Hannah,  Alarch  21, 
1717;  Benjamin,  July  4,  1718;  Phoebe,  Jan.  20, 
1720;  William,  Nov.  7,  1722;  and  James,  April 
15,  1726. 

(H)  Benjamin  Hill,  of  Rehoboth,  married 
July  11,  1745,  Elizabeth  Ide,  of  Rehoboth,  born 
Alarch  19,  1725,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Alary  Ide. 
Their  issue  was:  lletty,  horn  Alarch  27,  1746; 
David,  Oct.  18,  1747;  Nathan,  Ocfi.  23,  1749;  and 
Lucy,  Dec.  13,  1751. 

(III)  David  Hill,  of  Rehoboth,  married  Alarch 
31,  1767,  Rebeckah  Pierce,  of  the  same  town.  Their 
issue  was:  Benjamin,  born  Sept.  10,  1768;  David, 
June  5,  1770:  Lydia,  April  21,  1772;  Cromwell, 
July  9,  1774;  William,  Alay  10,  1781;  Sarah,  Sept. 
1,  1783:  Hannah.  Sept.  6,  1786:  Ira,  April  29,  1789. 

(IV)  Cromwell  Hill  was  married  Aug.  31, 
1800.  to  Cynthia  Walker,  who  was  born  June  10, 
1771.  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Nabby  (Smith) 
Walker.  Cromwell  Hill  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  removed 
to  Pawtucket  and  resided  there  the  rest  of  his  life. 
His  shop  was  among  the  buildings  washed  away 
by  the  ‘‘great  flood.”  on  the  Blackstone  river,  Feb. 
5.  1807.  He  died  Dec.  23,  1822.  while  his  widow 
survived  till  Dec.  15,  1848.  Their  children  were: 
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Asa,  born  Aug.  22,  1801,  who  married  Jerusha 
JMiller  and  lived  at  Pawtucket;  Mary,  born  May  16, 
1803,  wife  of  Ray  Potter,  of  Pawtucket ; Thomas 
Jefferson,  born  March  4,  1805  ; and  Abby  Smith, 
born  July  12,  1812,  who  died  Feb.  3,  1814. 

On  the  maternal  side  iMr.  Hill  is  connected 
with  the  Walker  family,  also  originally  from  Reho- 
both.  The  earliest  name  in  the  Taunton  branch  of 
the  Walker  genealogy  is  that  of  (I)  “Widow 
Walker,”  of  whom  nothing  definite  is  known.  She 
was  one  of  the  first  purchasers  and  proprietors  of 
the  town  of  Rehoboth,  now  Seekonk,  and  one  of 
the  company  who  first  settled  in  the  town.  Her 
name  is  of  record  there  in  1643.  Children:  James, 
Sarah  and  Philip. 

(II)  Philip  Walker  was  married  about  1654 
to  Jane  Buttervvorth,  of  Rehoboth  (or  possibly 
Jane,  daughter  of  Michael  iMetcalf,  of  Dedham). 
His  farm  home  was  an  attractive  and  fertile  spot 
in  Seekonk,  overlooking  the  Providence  river.  In 
1659  occupation  is  given  as  a weaver.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  place  and 
held  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  acting 
.as  surveyor  in  1657,  constable  in  1659,  selectman 
for  several  years  between  1666  and  1675,  and 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1669.  He  was  also 
a deacon  in  the  church.  His  children  were: 
Samuel,  Sarah,  Philip,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Experi- 
ence, Elizabeth,  Michael,  Ebenezer  and  Martha. 

(HI)  Philip  Walker,  born  in  iNIarch,  1661-62, 
was  married  (first)  in  1689  to  i\Iary  Bowen,  who 
died  in  May,  1694.  His  second  wife  died  Feb.  6, 
I739>  aged  sixty-seven.  He  also  lived  in  what  is 
now  Seekonk,  dying  Feb.  17,  1739-40.  His  chil- 
dren by  the  first  marriage  were:  Ebenezer,  James 
and  Philip ; by  the  second : Sarah,  Esther,  iMary, 
Jane,  Nathaniel,  Daniel  and  Stephen. 

(IV^)  Nathaniel  Walker,  born  Jan.  31,  1703-04, 
was  married  INIay  ii,  1727,  to  Anna  Sweeting,  who 
was  born  ]\Iay  i,  1707,  daughter  of  Henry  Sweet- 
ing. Mr.  Walker  united  with  the  church  March 
25.  D33>  held  the  office  of  deacon.  In  1750 
and  1751  he  represented  his  district  in  the  General 
Court.  His  death  occurred  April  20,  1783,  while 
his  wife  had  passed  away  ]\Iarch  23,  1772.  Their 
children  were:  Nathaniel,  Enos,  Susanna,  Amos, 
Ephraim,  Amos,  Esther,  Lewis  and  Benjamin. 

(\')  Nathaniel  Walker  (2),  born  Sept.  5,  1728, 
married  Nabby  Smith,  of  Rehoboth,  who  was  born 
]\Iay  8,  1731.  j\Ir.  Walker  was  a blacksmith  and 
resided  in  North  Providence  or  Pawtucket.  The 
date  of  his  admission  to  the  church  was  Sept.  9, 
I7()4.  He  died  March  24,  1814,  and  his  widow 
Sept.  24,  1822.  Their  children  were:  Betsey, 
Samuel,  Susan,  ]\Iary,  Nathaniel,  Abigail,  Sally, 
David  and  Cynthia. 

(\T)  Cynthia  ^^ffilker  married  Cromwell  Hill, 
and  became  the  mother  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Hill. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Hill  attended  school  imtil  he 
was  fourteen  years  old  and  for  some  years  there- 
after was  employed  in  the  shop  of  his  father,  who 


was  a blackst'nith.  He  was  thus  early  inured  to  toil 
and  gained  a hardy  physical  development,  at  the 
same  time  laying  the  foundation  of  industry,  fru- 
gality and  self-reliance  which  served  him  so  well  in 
his  subsequent  career.  Here  he  learned  literally 
and  figuratively  to  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot,  a 
practical  lesson  to  keep  ever  in  mind.  He  subse- 
quently served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  machine 
shop  of  Pitcher  & Gay,  at  Pawtucket,  where  he 
learned  to  manufacture  cotton  machinery.  With  the 
exception  of  three  months  spent  in  the  repair  shops 
of  Jenckins  & Mann,  at  Manville,  he  remained  with 
Pitcher  & Gay,  afterward  Pitcher  & Brown,  as  ap- 
prentice and  journeyman,  about  nine  years,  during 
the  last  four  of  which  he  took  contracts  and  hired 
several  men  on  his  own  account. 

Mr.  Hill  went  to  Providence  April  19,  1830, 
and  took  charge  of  the  machine  shop  connected 
with  the  steam  cotton  manufactory  on  Eddy  street, 
then  owned  by  Samuel  Slater.  In  1834  he  pur- 
chased a two-fifths  interest  in  the  machine  shop,  and 
the  business  was  organized  under  the  name  of  the 
Providence  Machine  Company.  Mr.  Slater  died 
in  1835,  and  his  interest  in  the  Providence  Machine 
Company  and  the  steam  cotton  manufactory  was 
sold  to  other  parties.  The  business  of  the  former 
company  rapidly  improved.  In  1837  Mr.  Hill 
bought  the*  Lee  Mill  at  Wdllimantic,  Conn.,  intend- 
ing to  remove  his  machine  manufacturing  business 
there.  He  thoroughly  repaired  the  property,  and 
after  manufacturing  his  own  machinery  started  a 
thread  mill  in  1840.  which,  in  1845,  sold  to 
Messrs.  A.  D.  & J.  Y.  Smith.  The  same  year  he 
built  a new  machine  shoi)  on  land  he  had  bought 
from  the  Stonington  Railroad  Company,  and  in  1846 
purchased  the  entire  interest  of  the  Providence  Ma- 
chine Company,  from  which  time  he  was  the  sole 
owner  of  the  property  and  business.  This  became 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  establishments 
in  New  England  for  manufacturing  cotton  and 
woolen  machinery.  In  1847  niade  his  first  fly- 
frames,  which  have  since  been  perfected  and  sold 
to  manufacturers  in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

In  1849  the  Androscoggin  River  \Vater  Power 
at  Lewiston,  Maine,  was  bought  by  Benjamin  E. 
Bates,  Francis  Skinner  and  others,  and  they  formed 
the  Lewiston  Y'ater  Power  Company  in  1850.  Mr. 
Hill  joined  Boston  capitalists  in  taking  stock  and 
organized  the  Bates  and  Hill  ^Manufacturing  Com- 
panies. Four  cotton  mills,  known  as  the  Bates  Mills 
Nos.  I and  2 and  the  Hill  Mills  Nos.  i and  2,  were 
erected.  In  1850  iMr.  Hill  built  a foundry  and 
rented  a machine  shop  at  Lewiston,  where  he  built 
part  of  the  machinery  for  the  mills,  associating  with 
him  ]Mr.  Samuel  Kilvert,  a former  foreman  of  his 
foundry  at  Providence.  In  1864  he  sold  part  of  the 
stock  to  Amos  D.  Lockwood  and  others,  who  formed 
the  Lewiston  ^Machine  Company.  In  1866  he  sold 
his  remaining  interest.  In  1859  he  bought  part  of 
the  Peckham  Mills  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  manu- 
factured part  of  his  machinery,  and  started  a cotton- 
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mill,  which  he  named  the  Bay  i\Iill,  on  account  of  its 
location  on  East  Greenwich  Bay.  This  mill  he 
afterward  gave  to  his  two  sons.  Air.  Hill  owned 
several  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Hill’s  Grove,  on 
the  old  Stonington  railroad,  seven  miles  from  Provi- 
dence, where,  in  Alay,  1867,  he  with  G.  Blackburn, 
Samuel  W.  Kilvert  and  Smith  Ouimby,  formed  a 
partnership  and  organized  the  Rhode  Island  IMalle- 
able  Iron  W'orks,  with  a capital  of  $100,000.  IMr. 
Hill  became  president  and  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany. They  erected  a large  foundry  for  manufac- 
turing malleable  iron  castings.  IMr.  Hill  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  this  concern  a few  years  before  his 
death. 

Hr.  Hill  gave  the  lot  on  which  the  depot  stands 
at  Hill's  Grove,  and  paid  one-half  the  expense  in- 
curred in  the  erection  of  the  building.  In  1869,  at 
an  expense  of  $4,000,  he  erected  a schoolhouse  con- 
taining a hall  for  religious  purposes.  He  donated 
the  land  upon  which  the  Hill’s  Grove  IMethodist 
Ghurch  stands,  and  gave  $3,000  to  the  society.  He 
attended  the  Methodist  Church,  but  was  generous 
in  his  contributions  to  all  churches. 

In  1874  i\Ir.  Hill  associated  with  him  his  son, 
Albert  Hill,  his  son-in-law,  Charles  H.  Peirce,  Jr., 
and  G.  J.  Hazard,  who  had  been  in  Mr.  Hill’s  em- 
ploy. They  organized  under  a charter  which  had 
previously  been  obtained  for  the  Providence  i\Ia- 
chine  Company,  the  capital  being  $350,000.  IMr. 
Hill  became  president  and  treasurer  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  his  death.  In  1875  he  built  at 
Hill’s  Grove  a mill  with  a capacity  of  twenty  thou- 
sand spindles,  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  cotton 
yarn,  which  he  named  Elizabeth  IMill  in  honor  of 
his  wife.  He  owned  Hill’s  Wdiarf  and  Pike’s 
W harf  at  Providence,  also  wharves  at  East  Green- 
wich. In  1866  he  organized  the  Providence  Dredg- 
ing Company,  and  in  1874  the  Providence  Pile  Driv- 
ing & Bridge  Building  Company,  which  built  the 
Crawford  street  bridge  in  Providence  and  some 
others. 

Besides  being  a large  manufacturer,  ]\Ir.  Hill 
was  prominently  identified  with  various  banking  in- 
stitutions and  insurance  companies,  and  held  numer- 
ous positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade  for 
many  years,  was  president  of  the  Lime  Rock  Na- 
tional Bank  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  City  Savings  Bank,  of  Providence,  from 
Jan.  6,  1859,  to  1884;  he  was  also  a member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  latter  institution.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Providence  city  council  during  the 
years  1848-52,  1855-56  and  1878,  and  also  served  as 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married  three  times.  His  first 
marriage,  on  Oct.  12,  1825.  was  to  Betsy  Brown, 
daughter  of  Sylvanus  and  Ruth  Brown,  of  Paw- 
tucket. She  died  May  9,  1859;  and  he  was  mar- 


ried (second),  Dec.  9,  1861,  to  Olive  I.  Earnham,. 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Hannah  Earnham,  of 
Canterbury,  Conn. ; she  died  Nov.  16,  1866.  He 
was  married  (third),  Aug.  9,  1869,  to  Elizabeth  C. 
Kenyon,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Ruth  (Collins) 
Kenyon,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  who  survives  him. 
Mrs.  Hill  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  Rhode  Island,  her  ancestor  being  John  Ken- 
yon, who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Kings- 
town. By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Hill  became  the 
father  of  six  children;  (i)  James  Brown,  born 
Aug.  20,  1827,  died  Sept.  21,  1827.  (2)  Abby 

Ann,  born  April  19,  1829,  died  June  23,  1829.  (3) 

W'illiam  Wallace,  born  July  5,  1830,  died  Dec.  23,. 
1871.  On  March  12,  1854,  he  married  Emily  IM. 
Puller  Copeland,  who  died  IMay  19,  1890.  Their 
one  child,  Walter  Cushman,  born  Eeb.  10,  1855, 
lived  only  until  S.ept.  27,  1856.  William  Wallace 
Hill  was  associated  with  his  brother  Albert  in  the 
operating  of  the  Bay  Mill  at  East  Greenwich,  where 
he  died.  (4)  Albert,  born  March  3,  1834,  died 
intestate  at  East  Greenwich, . R.  I.,  Nov.  5,  1889. 
(5)  Amanda  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  7,  1836,  was 
married  Nov.  28,  i860,  to  Charles  Al.  Peirce,  Jr. 
He  was  born  July  26,  1823,  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,, 
and  died  there  Sept.  12,  1875.  Mrs.  Peirce  is  still 
living.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,, 
namely:  (a)  Annie  Calder,  born  Aug.  23,  1861,, 
who  is  Mrs.  Hubert  Howland,  of  New  Bedford, 
Alass.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Grace  Edgarton ; (b) 
William  Copeland,  born  Nov.  21,  1863,  now  presi- 
dent of  the  Providence  Alachine  Company,  who  was 
married  Sept.  27,  1887,  to  E.  Louise  Baker,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  B.  Baker,  of  Rehoboth,  and  who  had 
four  children,  Thomas  J.  H.,  Emma  I.,  William  C. 
and  Ruth  C. ; (c)  Alary  Averie  Heineken,  born  July 
21,  1865,  who  married  Nov.  6,  1881,  Lieut.  Percy 
H.  Brereton,  U.  S.  revenue  service,  retired,  and  re- 
siding at  Providence;  (d)  Emily  Hill,  born  Sept.  i,. 
1867,  who  married  Jan.  21,  1892,  Thomas  Potter 
Davis,  and  resides  at  Edgewood  ; (e)  Albert  Brown, 
born  Dec.  26,  1869,  unmarried  and  residing  in  Provi- 
dence ; and  (f)  Elizabeth  Sawyer,  born  Sept.  20, 
1871,  who  married  Walter  D.  Wood,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Alass.,  and  resides  at  Edgewood,  and  has  three 
children,  Walter  C.,  Ralph  W.  and  Dorothy.  (6) 
Thomas  Henry,  born  July  19,  1840,  died  the  same 
month. 

The  death  of  Thomas  J.  Hill  in  1894  was  due  di- 
rectly to  a fall,  as  otherwise  he  was  in  excellent 
health  and  would  very  likely  have  lived  a number  of 
years  longer.  He  remained  active  in  his 'financial 
affairs  up  to  a short  time  before  his  death,  appar- 
ently possessing  the  vigor  and  energy  of  a man. 
twenty-five  years  his  junior.  His  extensive  busi- 
ness interests  were  managed  in  the  prompt  and  sys- 
tematic manner  that  ever  characterized  his  methods. 
Personally  he  was  a cpiiet,  unostentatious,  cultured, 
gentleman,  with  a vast  fund  of  information,  and 
was  an  engaging  conversationalist.  Kind-hearted 
and  charitable,  many  of  his  thoughtful  and  generous. 
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acts  were  hidden  from  the  public  and  only  became 
known  through  the  recipients  thereof.  No  man 
could  hand  down  to  posterity  a cleaner  and  better 
record  as  a useful  man  and  one  whose  influence  was 
always  for  good. 

iSlr.  Hill’s  residence,  at  No.  42  Lockwood  street, 
he  built  in  the  year  1849,  always  lived  there. 

His  widow  still  occupies  the  place. 

MUNRO  (Bristol-Providence  family).  The 
Providence  branch  of  the  Bristol  Alunro  family — 
that  represented  by  the  brothers.  Prof.  Wilfred 
Harold  and  Dr.  Walter  Lee  Hunro,  who  have  for 
years  honored  the  family  name  in  professional  life 
in  the  metropolis  of  their  native  State,  the  former 
as  professor  in  Brown  University,  and  the  latter 
as  physician — springs  from  lines  of  the  very  re- 
spectable and  worthy  families  of  the  old  Plymouth 
Colony  town,  Bristol. 

(I)  William  Alunro,  the  ancestor  of  the  family 
here  considered,  came  to  Bristol  in  1698.  He 
owned  a farm  in  the  town,  extending  from  the 
Gray  farm  on  the  north  to  Mount  Hope  farm  in  the 
south,  and  east  to  the  Narrows.  The  title  deeds 
of  the  "Major  Alunro  farm”  never  went  outside 
of  the  family  until  after  1900.  Mr.  Munro  was  the 
executor  of  the  estate  of  his  neighbor.  Col.  Henry 
McIntosh  (Mount  Hope  Farm),  and  managed  the 
property  of  the  widow.  Madam  McIntosh.  His 
son,  Bennett  Munro,  lived  for  some  years  on  that 
farm,  then  owned  by  a Mr.  Isaac  Royal,  of  Bos- 
ton. Mr.  Munro  died  April  29,  1746,  in  the  sev- 
enty-third year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  Mary  (Lind- 
say), born  in  1685,  died  Nov.  8,  1760.  Their  re- 
mains now  rest  in  Major  Munro’s  lot  on  the  Neck, 
having  been  moved  from  the  Munro  farm. 

From  this  William  Munro  just  alluded  to  and 
his  wife,  iNIary,  the  Munro  brothers.  Prof.  Wil- 
fred Harold  and  Dr.  Walter  Lee  Munro,  of  Prov- 
idence, are  descendants  in  the  sixth  generation, 
their  lineage  being  through  Bennett,  Edward,  Ben- 
nett (2)  and  Hon.  John  Bennett  MunrO'.  A re- 
markable fact,  which  probably  is  without  a parallel 
in  any  community,  is  that  all  these  ancestors  in 
turn,  from  father  to  son,  in  unbroken  succession 
through  156  years,  served  as  vestrymen  in  St. 
Michael’s  Church,  Bristol,  six  generations  having 
been  represented  in  the  vestry  by  the  following : 
William  Alunro ; his  son,  Capt.  Bennett  Mnnro ; 
Capt.  Bennett’s  son,  Edward ; Edward’s  son,  Ben- 
nett; Bennett’s  two  sons,  Hon.  John  Bennett  and 
Otis ; and  Wilfred  Harold,  son  of  John  B.  iMunro. 

The  several  generations  just  named,  more  in 
detail  and  in  regular  order,  follow : 

(H)  Capt.  Bennett  Alunro,  born  in  October, 
1708,  married  in  October,  1733,  Sarah  Bosworth, 
born  in  1715-16,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah 
Bosworth. 

(HI)  Edward  Munro,  born  April  14,  1747, 
married  Aug.  27,  1769,  Sarah  Hoar,  born  Feb. 
22,  1742,  daughter  of  William  and  Susannah 


(Bragg)  Hoar.  They  died,  Mr.  iMunro,  iMarch 
10,  1835,  and  jMrs.  Munro,  Sept.  22,  1827,  and 
were  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  off  the  common. 

Air.  Alunro  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution; 
served  as  a private  soldier  from  December,  1776, 
to  November,  1779,  in  Captain  Carr’s  and  Captain 
Throop’s  companies  of  Col.  Archibald  Crary’s 
Rhode  Island  regiment.  He  became  a United 
States  pensioner. 

(IM)  Bennett  Alunro  (2),  born  Dec.  19,  1785, 
married  May  16,  1808,  Sally  Gladding,  born  June 
23,  1790,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susannah  Glad- 
ding. She  died  Oct.  12,  1817,  and  he  married 
(second)  July  6,  1818,  Lucy  Abell,  born  July  14, 
1797,  daughter  of  Preserved  Abell,  the  latter  of 
whom  served  in  the  Revolution  as  quartermaster- 
sergeant  of  Walker’s  Alassachusetts  Regiment. 

(\")  John  Bennett  Mnnro,  born  Sept.  20,  1820, 
married  Dec.  25,  1846,  Abby  Howland  Batt, 
daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  (W’aldron)  Batt, 
and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Waldron,  of  Bris- 
tol, R.  L,  who  served  eight  months  as  a private 
soldier  in  Capt.  William  Throop’s  company  of 
Rhode  Island  Alilitia.  Mr.  Munro  represented  his 
native  town,  Bristol,  in  the  State  Assembly,  from 
1853  to  1857,  inclusive. 

(\T)  Wilfred  H.vrold  AIunro,  son  of  John 
Bennett  and  Abby  Howland  (Batt)  Alunro,  was 
born  Aug.  20,  1849,  town  of  Bristol,  R.  1. 

He  was  graduated  from  Brown  University  with 
the  class  of  1870,  and  in  due  time  received  the  de- 
gree of  A.  AI.  He  was  master  in  De  \Mux 
College,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  in  1870-71  ; was  as- 
sociate principal  in  St.  Alark’s  School,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  1871  ; was  in  South  and  Central  Amer- 
ica in  1873;  principal  of  the  Academic  Insti- 
tute at  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.,  1875-79  5 president  of 
De  A'aux  College,  1881-89;  was  a student  in  the 
Universities  of  Freiburg  and  Heidelberg,  Ger- 
many, 1890-91 ; associate  professor  of  history  and 
director  of  the  university  extension.  Brown  Uni- 
versity, 1891-99;  professor  European  history,  1899. 

Professor  Alunro  is  the  author  of  the  "History 
of  Bristol,  R.  L,”  1880;  and  of  “Picturesque  Rhode 
Island,”  1881  ; and  of  numerous  articles  in  reviews 
and  encyclopedias.  He  is  the  editor  of  the  works 
of  William  H.  Prescott,  twenty-two  volumes, 
1905-06,  in  referring  to  which  the  “Brown  Alumni 
Alonthly”  said  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  his 
work ; 

. "For  a number  of  years  Professor  Alunro  has 
been  engaged  in  editing  the  works  of  Prescott. 
The  fruits  of  his  labors  now  appear  in  the  sump- 
tuous ‘Alontezuma’  edition  of  Prescott  issued  by 
the  Lippincott’s  in  twenty-two  volnmes.  Professor 
Alunro  has  added  to  the  original  text  the  results 
of  late  research  in  the  various  fields  covered 
bv  Prescott’s  histories.  The  ‘London  Athenaeum,’ 
in  a review  of  the  new  edition,  pays  the  following 
tribute  to  the  work  of  the  editor : 

“ ‘ Professor  Alunro  has  spent  much  time  on 


io8 


RHODE  ISLAND 


the  Reformation  period,  and  in  the  points  we  have 
examined  he  is  fully  abreast  of  recent  investiga- 
tion. He  is  the  right  man,  too,  to  edit  Prescott, 
for  he  writes  in  a lucid  and  natural  style  which 
makes  his  prefaces  very  agreeable  to  read.’  ” 

Professor  Munro  is  a member  of  the  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
governor,  made  eligible  througb  Lieut.  Preserved 
Abell  (1668-1724),  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  who  was  ser- 
geant in  King  Philip’s  war,  ensign  in  l^o,  and 
lieutenant  under  Capt.  Samuel  Gallup,  Phip’s  Ex- 
pedition against  Canada,  1690.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Mayflower  Descend- 
ants, of  which  he  was  the  first  governor,  made  eli- 
gible through  Richard  Warren,  James  Chilton  and 
William  Brewster.  He  is  also  a member  and  past 
president  of  tbe  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  to  which  he  was  made 
eligible  througb  the  service  of  his  great-grand- 
father, Edward  Munro  (above),  his  great-grand- 
father, Preserved  Abell  (above),  and  also  through 
the  service  of  his  great-grandfather,  Thomas  M al- 
dron  (above).  He  is  a member  and  since  1906 
president  of  tbe  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society : 
is  a member  and  past  president  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Alpha  Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternity;  of 
the  Barnard  Club  and  of  the  Churchmen’s  Club ; 
is  a member  of  the  American  Historical  Associa- 
tion ; and  of  the  American  Philological  Associa- 
tion. 

(\T)M’alter  Lee  Munro,  1M.  D.,  son  of  John 
Bennett  and  Abby  Ho\vland  (Batt)  IMunro,  was 
born  in  1857  in  Bristol,  R,  I.  He  was  graduated 
from  Brown  University  in  1879,  A.  B.,  and  in  due 
time  received  the  degree  of  A.  IM.  He  pursued  his 
medical  studies  at  Harvard  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1885.  He  has  since  been 
physician  in  Providence ; surgeon  Rhode  Island 
Hospital,  1887;  visiting  physician  St.  \*incent  de 
Paul  infant  asylum ; examiner  medical  society, 
1890;  consulting  surgeon  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital, 
1899.  Dr.  IMunro  is  the  author  of  various  articles 
in  medical  journals. 

(VI)  Dana  Carleton  Munro,  a third  brother, 
born  in  Bristol  in  1866,  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1887,  is  professor  of  European  His- 
tory in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  [Bristol 
town  Record ; New.spaper  Files ; Historical  Cat., 
lb  U. ; Brown  Alumni  iMonthly ; I'amily  Records, 
etc.] 

STEPHEN  WILCOX,  one  of  the  best  known 
inventors  of  his  time,  and  the  originator  of  the  Bab- 
cock & Wilcox  water  tube  boiler,  was  a representa- 
tive in  the  seventh  generation  of  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  New  England  families. 

The  Wilcox  family  dates  back  to  tbe  earliest 
Colonial  days,  the  first  of  the  known  ancestors  being 
Edward  Wilcox. 

(H)  Stephen  V'ilcox,  son  of  Edward,  was  born 


in  1633,  and  died  in  1690.  He  married  Hannah 
Hazard. 

(HI)  Edward  Wilcox,  son  of  Stephen,  born 
in  1662,  died  Nov.  5,  1715.  He  married  (first) 
Mary  Hazard,  and  (second)  Thomasine  Stephen. 

(IV)  Stephen  Wilcox,  son  of  Edward,  married 
July  12,  1716,  Mercy  Randall,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Randall,  of  Stonington. 

(V)  Rev.  Isaiah  Wilcox,  son  of  Stephen,  born 
in  173&,  baptized  in  February,  1766,  died  March  3, 
1793.  On  Feb.  14,  1771,  he  was  ordained  first  pas- 
tor of  the  Wilcox  church.  Westerly,  and  was  very 
successful,  in  1785  two  hundred  new  members  being 
added  to  the  church.  He  was  a man  of  large  phy- 
sique, weighing  300  pounds.  On  Oct.  15,  1761,  he 
married  Sarah  Lewis,  daughter  of  John  Lewis.  His 
death,  which  resulted  from  smallpox,  contracted 
while  ministering  to  one  of  his  parishioners,  occurred 
when  he  was  aged  fifty-five.  His  children  were : 
Isaiah,  born  Jan.  31,  1763;  Rev.  Asa,  born  Sept,  i, 
1764;  NatEan,  born  April  10,  1766;  Sally,  born  Dec. 
19,  1767,  married  John  Barber;  Mary,  born  March 
23,  1769,  died  Sept.  18,  1789;  Stephen,  born  Oct.  10, 
1770,  married  May  17,  1795,  Sally,  daughter  of 
Capt.  William  Champlin ; Oliver,  born  June  26, 
1773,  inherited  the  homestead  at  Watch  Hill; 
Prudence,  born  IMarch  10,  1775,  married  Joshua 
^’ose ; Polly,  born  Jan.  8,  1777,  died  June  13,  1789; 
Lewis,  born  Nov.  17,  1780,  died  in  the  south; 
Enoch,  born  Jan.  4,  1785,  died  in  Georgetown,  S. 
C.,  Jan.  29,  1829;  Mary,  born  Nov.  27,  1789,  mar- 
ried Hezekiah  Lewis,  and  died  July  20,  1879. 

(\T)  Stephen  Wilcox,  son  of  Rev.  Isaiah, 
born  Oct.  10,  1770.  married  IMay  17,  1795.  Sally, 
daughter  of  Capt.  W’illiam  Champlin,  and  they  be- 
came tbe  parents  of  three  children:  Stephen  (2), 
born  May  7,  1796,  died  May  30,  1869:  Phebe,  born 
Sept.  II,  1798;  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  born  Aug. 
15,  1800. 

(\MI)  Stephen  Wilcox  (2),  son  of  Stephen, 
born  ]May  7,  1796,  married,  Oct.  21,  1824.  Sophia 
\’ose,  daughter  of  Lemuel  \’ose.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  second, 
Stephen,  born  Feb.  12,  1830.  died  Nov.  27,  1893, 
married  in  1865,  Harriet  Hoxie,  daughter 
of  Welcome  Arnold  Hoxie  and  IMary  Hoxie.  She 
died  Aug.  31,  1901.  Stephen  Wilcox  (2)  was  a 
merchant  and  a director  of  the  Phenix  Bank,  repre- 
sentative, Senator,  and  was  once  nominated  for 
Governor. 

(\TH)  Stephen  Wilcox  (3),  son  of  Stephen 
(2),  was  born  Feb.  12,  1830.  At  a memorial  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Westerly  Opera  House  Dec.  10, 
1893,  Rev.  S.  H.  V'oodrow,  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  spoke  as  follows : 

“Friends  and  fellow  citizens:  I stand  here  to- 
night to  speak  these  memorial  words,  not  because 
Stephen  Wilcox  was  rich,  but  because  he  was  a man. 
If  th’ere  had  been  nothing  to  commend  him  to  us 
but  bis  wealth,  then  I would  speak  no  word  to  per- 
petuate his  metnory.r.. 
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“The  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God, 
and  that  regardless  of  whether  he  be  rich  or  poor. 
A virtuous  man  is  an  honor  to  mankind,  whether 
he  live  in  poverty  or  affluence.  A benevolent  man 
is  a blessing  to  humanity  whether  he  give  little  or 
much.  It  gives  me  pleasure  then  tonight  to  speak 
of  one  who  was  honest  when  he  was  poor  and  when 
he  was  rich ; who  was  virtuous  when  he  was  poor 
and  when  he  was  rich ; who  was  benevolent  when 
he  was  poor  and  when  he  was  rich.  We  have 
gathered  here  tonight  to  honor  his  memory,  not  be- 
cause of  what  he  had,  but  because  of  what  he  was. 

“Stephen  Wilcox  was  of  old  Westerly  stock. 
He  was  the  third  generation  in  this  vicinity  bearing 
the  name  of  Stephen  Wilcox.  His  father  was  for 
a number  of  years  cashier  of  the  Phenix  National 
Bank,  and  after  giving  up  that  position,  formed  a 
partnership  with  the  late  John  R.  Champlin,  and 
carried  on  a general  merchandise  business.  He 
was  a man  of  integrity  and  sterling  worth,  who 
lived  and  died  respected  by  his  townsmen.  He 
was  a man  of  few  words,  and  lacked  the  genial, 
hearty  manner  that  characterized  his  son.  The 
father  early  identified  himself  with  the  Anti-Slavery 
movement,  and  it  is  said  that  the  only  times  when 
he  could  talk  readily  was  when  he  was  denouncing 
the  curse  of  slavery.  Stephen  Wilcox’s  mother  was 
a Sophia  Vose,  and  those  who  remember  her  speak 
of  her  as  an  intelligent,  motherly  woman.  The 
father  and  mother  were  Christians  both  by  profes- 
sion and  pra'ctice.  Into  this  home  a little  boy  was 
born,  who  lived  but  three  short  years,  and  was  taken 
to  his  heavenly  home.  A short  time  later  another 
boy  was  born  to  this  household,  and  named  Stephen 
Wilcox,  after  his  father.  In  these  surroundings  he 
grew  up  to  manhood.  As  a boy  he  was  kind- 
hearted,  generous  and  full  of  fun.  As  a young  man 
he  took  the  part  of  the  smaller  boys,  and  always  had 
a smile  and  kind  word  for  them.  During  the  long 
years  of  struggle  before  success  crowned  his  ef- 
forts, he  had  hosts  of  friends  who  wished  ‘that 
Stephen  might  succeed,  he  was  such  a good  fellow.’ 
From  boyhood  to  manhood,  and  from  manhood  to 
the  grave  he  was  the  same  genial,  hearty,  whole- 
souled,  kindly  disposed  Stephen  Wilcox. 

“He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  town. 
* * * Whether  he  learned  it  in  school  or  else- 

where, he  possessed  the  art  of  thinking  for  himself, 
which,  after  all,  is  the  main  thing  in  education.  He 
possessed  keen  powers  of  observation,  read  a great 
deal,  and  in  later  years  supplemented  all  this  by 
travel  abroad,  so  that  he  could  talk  intelligently  and 
well  upon  a great  variety  of  subjects.  Usually  the 
task  of  settling  upon  a life  work  is  a difficult  one.  A 
mistake  in  regard  to  it  is  disastrous  to  future  wel- 
fare. Some  men  seem  as  well  fitted  for  one  thing 
as  another.  Other  men  are  born  with  a bent  to- 
ward some  particular  trade  or  profession.  Stephen 
Wilcox  belonged  to  the  latter  class.  He  never 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  but  his  interest  was  in 
tools  and  machinery.  When  he  arrived  at  maturity 


he  worked  alone  for  a considerable  time  trying  to 
work  out  some  of  the  many  ingenious  contrivances 
he  had  in  mind.  Later  he  formed  a partnership 
with  U.  INI.  Stillman,  who  was  then  one  of  the  rich 
men  of  the  town.  * * * iSlany  of  his  experi- 

ments were  successful  as  experiments,  but  others 
had  anticipated  the  ideas  and  they  did  not  bring  in 
any  money.  Who  can  tell  the  discouragements  of 
those  years  ? Expectations  raised  to  the  highest 
pitch,  only  to  be  cast  down — spending  all  the  money 
he  could  get,  and  no  returns.  A less  hopeful  and 
energetic  man  would  have  given  up  in  despair.  Not 
so  with  Stephen  Wilcox.  He  was  as  cheerful  and 
happy  in  those  trying  days,  as  he  was  in  the  later 
and  more  prosperous  years.  At  length  he  went  to 
New  York,  and  began  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Babcock  & Wilcox,  and  their  success  as  manu- 
facturers of  tubular  boilers  was  the  result  of  years 
of  patient  toil.  [Mr.  Wilcox’s  career  as  an  inven- 
tor covered  a period  of  over  forty  years,  and  he 
lived  to  see  the  water  tube  boiler  developed  to  a 
point  beyond  which  it  seems  almost  impossible  to 
go.  The  Patent  Office  Reports  show  that  he  alone, 
or  with  others,  took  out  forty-seven  patents.] 

“In  1865  Mr.  Wilcox  married  Aliss  Harriet 
Hoxie.  They  had  played  together  as  children,  and 
been  intimately  acquainted  during  all  the  years  that 
preceded  their  marriage.  It  was  a happy  union. 
His  wife  cheered  and  encouraged  him  and  entered 
heartily  into  all  his  benevolent  plans  in  the  days  of 
their  prosperity.  * * * Before  he  reached  man- 

hood Stephen  Wilcox  made  a profession  of  religion 
and  was  baptized,  later  uniting  with  the  Classon 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Brooklyn.  ^ * 

Religion  with  him  was  not  something  to  talk  about, 
but  something  to  live.  His  Christian  faith  was  the 
rich  soil  from  which  sprang  the  virtues  and  graces 
that  enriched  and  beautified  his  life.  * * * Ste- 

phen Wilcox  would  have  been  a man  honored  and 
respected  if  he  had  died  poor.  His  wealth  only 
furnished  him  the  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
largeness  and  kindness  of  his  heart.  His  gener- 
osity was  genuine,  not  assumed.  He  did  not  give 
that  people  might  think  him  generous,  but  because 
he  was  generous.  He  was  interested  in  the  good 
his  gifts  might  do,  not  in  what  people  thought  about 
them.  Stephen  Wilcox  died  Nov.  27,  1893.” 

Mrs.  Harriet  (Hoxie)  Wilcox,  the  second 
child  of  Welcome  Arnold  and  Mary  Hoxie,  was 
born  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  in  January,  1828.  When 
Mrs.  Wilcox  was  eleven  years  old,  the  family  re- 
moved to  Westerly,  where  they  made  their  future 
home.  In  1865  Aliss  Hoxie  married  Stephen  Wil- 
cox, and  soon  after  they  removed  to  Providence, 
and  thence  to  New  York.  In  1881  they  purchased 
the  H.  S.  Berry  property  at  the  corner  of  Elm  and 
Cross  streets,  in  Westerly,  materially  improving  it, 
making  it  the  finest  property  in  town.  There  they 
made  their  home,  passing  the  winters  in  Brooklyn. 
Mrs.  Wilcox,  together  with  her  husband,  delighted 
to  honor  the  town  of  their  youth,  and  their  share  in. 
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the  building  of  the  beautiful  memorial  library  and 
Mrs.  Wilcox’s  gift  of  the  j^ark  which  bears  her 
name,  are  lasting  monuments  to  them  both.  The 
extent  of  her  beneficence  was  not  fully  known  until 
after  her  death.  After  making  a large  number  of 
private  bequests,  she  gave  the  following  public  be- 
quests: To  the  Westerly  ^Memorial  and  Library 
Association,  $150,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be 
used  in  maintaining  and  improving  the  library,  the 
building  and  the  2)ark  adjoining;  Broad  Street 
Christian  Church,  $10,000;  First  Baptist  Church, 
$5,000;  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  $5,000;  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  $5,000;  Baptist  Church  at  Cross 
Mills,  $5,000;  People’s  Mission,  $2,000;  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  $10,000; 
Hampton  School,  Va.,  $20,000;  Children’s  Aid  So- 
ciety, of  New  York,  $20,000;  Bible  Society  of  New 
York,  $5,000;  New  York  City  Mission  and  Tract 
Society,  $10,000;  Association  for  Improvement  of 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor  of  New  York  City,  $20,- 
000;  Home  for  Consumptives,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
$10,000;  New  York  Skin  and  Cancer  Hospital,  $20,- 
000;  American  Missionary  Society,  $10,000;  Home 
for  Aged  IMen,  of  ITovidence,  R.  1.,  $20,000;  and 
the  \\  esleyan  Lniversity,  of  Middletown,  Conn., 
$20,000.  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  quite  and  unassuming 
and  of  a retiring  disposition.  Her  death  occurred 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Aug.  31,  1901. 

The  following,  a part  of  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  tells  well  the  story  of 
Wilcox  Park : 

‘‘Few  women  have  had  so  busy  a summer  as 
JMrs.  Harriet  H.  Wilcox,  of  298  Washington  ave- 
nue, Brooklyn,  who  is  still  at  her  summer  home  in 
Westerly,  R.  L,  attending  the  carrying  out  of  the 
details  of  her  manv  new  benefactions  to  that  town. 
They  include  an  addition  to  the  Memorial  Library, 
which  she  gave  to  W esterly  four  years  ago ; the 
new  part  providing  for  an  art  gallery,  additional 
library  facilities  and  gymnasium  quarters ; a park 
and  a high  school.  * =i=  * Before  his  death  Mr. 

Wilcox  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  W esterly 
Memorial  and  Library  Association,  which  received 
the  right  to  hold  property  worth  half  a million  dol- 
lars. No  one  had  any  idea  that  the  association  was 
likely  ever  to  require  right  for  one  hundredth  of  that 
power,  unless  it  may  liave  been  Mr.  W’ilcox.  After 
his  death,  in  accordance  with  his  request,  a fine 
memorial  building  was  built  on  one  side  of  the 
square,  in  the  center  of  the  town. 

“It  was  presented  to  the  Memorial  and  Library 
Association  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  and  is  abso- 
lutely free.  There  is  a very  well  conducted  library 
and  reading  room.  There  are  quarters  for  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  other  organiza- 
tions, and  a museum.  W’hat  seemed  a very  ade- 
quate gymnasium  was  arranged  in  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  building.  * * * Xow  Mrs.  Whlcox 

has  built  a substantial  addition  which  includes  a 
large  stack  room,  for  the  library,  and  also  an  art 
gallery  30x46  feet.  The  gymnasium  has  been  in- 


creased in  size  proportionately,  and  when  all  is  ready 
for  occupancy,  few  towns  of  the  size  of  Westerly 
will  possess  a building  its  equal  in  usefulness.  Mrs. 
W ilcox  has  not  yet  made  public  her  plans  as  to  the 
contents  of  the  art  gallery,  but  the  W’esterly  towns- 
people have  a touching  faith  that  her  intentions, 
whatever  they  may  he,  will  be  just  what  the  people 
need,  and  from  what  they  will  get  both  the  most 
good  and  pleasure. 

“This  library  building,  on  the  main  square  of 
the  city,  stands  on  the  corner  of  one  of  the  most 
valuable  blocks  in  the  town.  Because  it  had  been 
in  the  possession  of  two  or  three  families  who  pre- 
ferred to  keep  it  for  residential  purposes  no  store  or 
business  has  obtained  a foothold  on  this  block.  It 
is  covered  with  small  hills  and  mounds,  beautifully 
wooded,  with  old  trees  of  many  varieties,  and 
through  it  flowed  a brook  in  which  small  fish  darted 
as  if  in  the  deepest  woods.  Two  sides  of  the  block, 
the  most  desirable  portion  of  it,  comprising  seven- 
teen acres,  came  into  the  market  in  the  spring 
through  the  death  of  its  owner.  The  town  proposed 
to  purchase  it  for  a park,  but  finally  decided  it  could 
not  afford  to  do  so.  Then  Mrs.  Wilcox  stepped  in. 
Before  his  death,  Mr.  Wilcox  had  often  suggested 
to  her  improvements  he  would  have  liked  to  make 
that  would  benefit  the  town.  Mrs.  Wilcox  de- 
termined to  carry  out  his  ideas  and  see  her  own 
benefactions  to  the  town  in  operation  during  her 
lifetime.  She  purchased  all  of  the  block  that  could 
be  secured.  On  one  corner  stood  a large  brick 
mansion.  This  with  suitable  grounds,  she  pre- 
sented to  the  school  district  for  high  school  pur- 
poses, the  chief  condition  being  that  the  district  shall 
avail  itself  of  the  chance  and  open  the  school  within 
two  years.  All  the  rest  of  this  property  Mrs.  Wil- 
cox has  presented  to  the  Memorial  and  Library  As- 
sociation, for  a park  for  the  use  of  the  town.  It  is 
as  if  someone  had  given  the  Court  House  and  City 
hall  lots  in  Brooklyn  for  a park.  Comparatively 
little  work  is  needed  upon  the  park,  as  its  natural 
beauties  are  so  great  that  Mrs.  Wilcox  will  see  that 
they  are  disturbed  no  more  than  necessary  to  con- 
form to  the  best  principles  of  landscape  effect. 
Work  has  already  been  commenced  upon  it  and 
landscape  artists  have  laid  out  plans  for  the  altera- 
tions. For  years  the  estate  has  been  dear  to  the 
family  in  whose  possession  it  was,  and  they  had  per- 
mitted no  tampering  with  the  natural  beauties.  The 
townspeople  have  always  looked  longingly  upon  the 
place,  and  now  that  the  fences  are  down  and  the 
park  is  assured  them,  their  sense  of  proprietorship 
is  being  exercised.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  say 
which  of  IMrs.'  Wilcox’s  benefactions  the  Westerly 
people  appreciate  most  or  hold  highest — library, 
school,  ])ark,  gymnasium  or  the  yet. untried  art  gal- 
lery. No  money  estimate  is  placed  upon  all  these 
gifts  by  the  people,  who  seem  to  regard  it  almost  as 
an  insult  to  Mrs.  Wilcox  and  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Wilcox  to  place  a money  value  upon  the  benefits  the 
town  has  received  from  them.  Airs.  Wilcox  is  not 
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merely  presenting  the  park  property  to  the  Memor- 
ial and  Library  Association,  but  is  providing  for 
the  cost  of  arranging  the  park,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer scarcely  a day  passed  without  her  visiting  the 
park  and  library  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  work, 

“The  method  in  which  Mrs.  Wilcox  has  secured 
good  administration  of  the  gifts  is  especially  inter- 
esting to  any  one  intending  similar  benefactions. 
The  property  is  not  turned  over  directly  to  the  town. 
The  Memorial  and  Library  Association,  which  was 
Mr.  Wilcox’s  idea  and  was  incorporated  before  his 
death,  holds  the  property  and  administers  it.  Airs. 
Wilcox  took  her  husband’s  place  as  trustee.” 

When  Mrs.  Wilcox  entered  into  rest,  in  1901, 
there  closed  a most  beautiful  life,  a life  devoted  to 
the  help  of  others.  She  had  many  friends,  and  all 
loved  her.  Her  mission  in  life  seemed  to  be  the 
smoothing  of  the  pathways  of  others,  and  the  spread- 
ing of  God’s  own  sunshine.  Most  nobly  she  fulfilled 
her  mission. 

“The  charity  of  Harriet  Hoxie  Wilcox  was  of 
the  kind  that  let  not  the  right  hand  know  what  the 
left  hand  was  doing.  It  smoothed  the  pathway  of 
many  whose  feet  were  weary  and  who  otherwise 
might  have  stumbled  and  fallen.  It  came  like  the 
dew  of  heaven,  unproclaimed  and  full  of  nourish- 
ment. It  did  not  pauperize  but  it  did  sustain.  ‘She 
stretcheth  out  her  hand  to  the  poor ; yea,  she  reach- 
eth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needy.’  But  it  is  not  of 
her  private  charity  that  we  would  speak  today ; by 
her  choice,  that  was  known  only  to  her  who  gave  it, 
and  to  those  who  received  it.” 

WILLIAM  DIXIE  HOXIE,  vice  president  of 
the  Babcock- Wilcox  Company,  N.  Y.,  is  a represen- 
tative in  the  eighth  generation  of  the  old  and  numer- 
ous Hoxie  family.  The  line  of  descent  from  Lodo- 
wick  Hawksie,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  is  as  follows : 
Lodowick,  Joseph,  Joseph  (2),  Gideon,  Joseph  (3), 
Welcome  A.,  and  John. 

(I)  Lodowick  Hawksie,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Hoxie,  Hoxsey,  Hoxsie  family  in  America,  came 
from  Scotland  soon  after  1650.  He  settled  at  Sand- 
wich, Mass.,  and  followed  the  trade  of  hatter.  He 
took  a prominent  part  in  affairs  in  that  town.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Presbury,  and 
their  children  were : Bathsheba,  Joseph,  Gideon, 
Hezekiah,  John,  Solomon,  Content  and  Ann. 

(H)  Joseph  Hoxie,  son  of  Lodowick,  was  born 
Alarch  15,  1667,  in  Sandwich,  Alass.,  and  was  a 
townsman  there  in  1691.  He  removed  from  Mass- 
achusetts to  what  was  then  called  Narragansett,  set- 
tling in  Kings  Town,  R.  L,  in  1698.  He  married 
Sarah  Tucker,  and  both  died  in  1727.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Peleg,  Zebulon,  Mary,  Joseph,  Ann, 
Gideon,  Lodowick,  Sarah,  Martha,  Deborah,  Ann 
(2)  and  Zebulon  (2). 

(HI)  Joseph  Hoxie  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  Nov.  25,  1701.  His  wife’s  name  was  Mary. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Martha,  Gideon, 
Sarah,  Joseph  and  Mary. 


(I\")  Gideon  Hoxie,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  mar- 
ried Dorcas  Congdon.  Their  children  were:  Jo- 
seph, who  married  Alary  Congdon;  Gideon,  Jr.,  who 
married  Annie  Browning;  Peleg,  who  married  Lucy 
Babcock ; Lodowick,  who  married  Ruth  Taylor ; 
Alary,  who  married  John  Cross;  Alartha,  who  mar- 
ried Hezekiah  Babcock.  Gideon  Hoxie,  the  father 
of  these  children,  settled  in  what  is  now  Charles- 
town, R.  1.  Both  he  and  his  son  Peleg  were  officers 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Lieut.  Gideon  Hoxie, 
in  the  new  regiment,  October,  1775,  as  given  in 
“Cowell’s  Spirite  of  ’76,”  is  presumably  the  Wes- 
terly and  Charlestown  Gideon.  He  died  June  13, 
1805. ^ 

(\^)  Joseph  Hoxie  (3),  son  of  Gideon  and 
Dorcas  (Congdon)  Hoxie,  married  Alary  Congdon, 
who  died  April  8,  1851,  and  he  died  Oct.  8,  1829. 
Their  children  were:  John  C.,  WTlcome  A.  and 
Sarah,  of  whom  the  latter  married  N.  B.  Sands. 

(YI)  Welcome  Arnold  Hoxie,  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph (3),  was  born  in  1792,  and  married  in  1826, 
Airs.  Alary  A.  (Fellows)  Hoxie,  the  widow  of  John 
C.  Hoxie,  his  brother.  W'elcome  Arnold  Hoxie  re- 
moved to  Westerly,  in  1839,  and  became  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  town.  In  1839  and  1840  he 
was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assem- 
bly and  again  in  1847  and  1848,  during  the  latter 
period  being  State  Senator.  He  was  a director  of 
the  old  Phenix  Bank  in  1825.  He  died  in  Westerly, 
Dec.  10,  1875.  The  children  of  W elcome  A.  and 
Alary  A.  Hoxie  were  as  follows : John  is  mentioned 
below.  Joseph  was  a sea-faring  man  in  his  early 
manhood,  and  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he 
resided  at  San  Rafael,  California,  where  he  died 
April,  1905,  leaving  two  children,  Harriet  and 
Vivian.  Pierce  Fellows  died  in  New  Orleans ; his 
widow  resides  in  Biloxi,  Aliss.  Harriet  married 
Stephen  Wilcox ; both  have  been  extensively  men- 
tioned just  previously.  Wdlliam,  present  town 
clerk  of  Westerly,  is  mentioned  elsewhere. 

(ATI)  John  Hoxie,  the  son  of  Welcome  Arnold 
and  Alary  A.  (Fellows)  Hoxie,  was  born  in  Charles- 
town, R.  L,  and  from  the  age  of  eleven  attended 
school  in  Westerly.  He  went  to  sea  when  seventeen 
years  old,  subsequently  becoming  captain,  in  which 
capacity  he  sailed  for  the  Liverpool  Black  Ball  Line 
between  Liverpool  and  New  York.  He  was  later 
in  the  China  and  Amsterdam  trade.  At  the  age  of 
forty-five  he  left  the  sea  and  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Hoxie,  Starbuck  & Schmidt,  ship  brokers 
of  New  York.  He  married  in  1854,  Aliss  Isabella 
Dickinson,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  J.  and  Isabella 
(Knowles)  Dickinson.  Airs.  Hoxie  was  born  in 
New  York  City  Sept.  29,  1835.  Two  children  were 
born  to  John  and  Isabella  Hoxie,  as  follows: 
Charles  Bowen,  who  married  Emma  J.  Anderson, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine ; and  William 
Dixie.  John  Hoxie  died  Oct.  18,  1881,  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  son. 

(VHI)  William  Dixie  Hoxie  was  born  at 
Gravesend,  L.  L,  July  i,  1866,  the  son  of  John  and 
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Isabella  (Dickinson)  Hoxie.  He  graduated  from 
the  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology,  and  did  inde- 
pendent laboratory  testing  for  two  and  a half  years. 
The  Babcock  & Wilcox  Company,  of  which  he  is 
vice-president,  are  the  most  extensive  manufacturers 
of  boilers  for  both  moving  and  stationary  purposes 
in  the  United  States,  and  ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
boilers  used  by  United  States  Government  vessels 
are  made  by  this  firm. 

]Mr.  Hoxie  was  married  at  Westerly,  Oct.  19, 
1892,  to  Miss  Larinia  Louise  Brown,  born  Sept.  12, 
1870,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Lavinia  (Richard- 
son) Brown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoxie  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Isabelle,  born  Nov.  12,  1893.  Mrs.  Hoxie  is  a 
member  of  Phebe  Greene  Ward  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
at  Westerly. 

In  politics  ;Mr.  Hoxie  is  an  independent  Repub- 
lican. He  is  a trustee  of  the  Westerly  Memorial 
and  Public  Library  Association.  He  is  a member  of 
the  American  Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Ma- 
rine Engineers  ; American  Society  Naval  Engineers  ; 
American  Society  IMechanical  Engineers ; American 
Geographical  Society:  British  Institute  Naval  Ar- 
chitects ; Lawyers’  Club ; Engineers’  Club ; Army 
and  Navy  Club,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; New  York 
Yacht  Club;  Atlantic  Yacht  Club;  New  York 
Club ; Kitchigammi  Club,  of  Duluth,  Minn. ; and 
also  member  of  the  Delta  Tan  Delta  fraternity. 

CYRUS  WILLIAMS  BROWN,  grandfather  of 
IMrs.  William  D.  Hoxie,  was  married  in  North 
Stonington,  Conn.,  to  Elizabeth  Stuart  Babcock, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Babcock,  Dec.  12,  1826.  They 
had  a family  of  ten  children:  (i)  Emily  Elizabeth, 
born  Jan.  16,  1828,  married  Nov.  7,  1844,  Thomas 
W.  Wheeler,  and  their  daughter,  Nancy  M.,  born 
Sept.  2,  1847,  married  Dec.  3,  1878,  W.  H.  Hillard. 
(2)  Cyrus  Henry,  born  Nov.  24,  1829,  is  mentioned 
below.  (3)  Louisa  A.,  born  IMarch  21,  1832, 
married  Dec.  17,  1850,  Dr.  E.  R.  Lewis,  and  they 
had  three  children : Henrietta  L.,  who  married 
Henry  M.  Maxson : Edwin  R.,  born  June  5,  1863; 
and  Hannah  B.,  born  June  6,  1870,  who  died  Nov. 
4,  1876.  (4)  Gideon  Perry,  born  Aug.  3,  1834, 

married  (first)  Dec.  16,  1862,  Mary  L.  Hollis,  and 
on  June  24,  1873,  Martha  C.  Hollis.  He  had  three 
children : Marion  !>.,  born  Sept.  30,  1865 ; Adelaide 
C.,  March  4,  1874;  Winslow,  Nov.  29,  1876.  (5) 

Benadam  Williams,  born  April  4,  1836,  married 
Sept.  19,  i860,  Almira  M.  McGlaflin,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Lee  E.,  born  July  22,  1863;  Minnie 
L.,  Dec.  19,  1870;  Benadam  W.,  Jr.,  Oct.  21,  1880. 
(6)  Thomas  Shaler,  born  June  28,  1838,  married 
April  24,  1866,  IMary  A.  Colby,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren: Annie  B.,  born  Aug.  15,  1868:  and  Thomas 
C.,  born  Dec.  15,  1870.  (7)  John  Babcock,  born 

Eeb.  3,  1841,  is  mentioned  below.  (8)  .Sarah  El- 
len, born  May  23,  1843,  niarried  Allen  Barber,  Nov. 
29,  1863,  and  had  two  children:  a daughter,  who 
died  in  infancy : and  Allen  Lincoln,  born  April  28, 
1871.  (9)  William  S.,  born  July  ii,  1845,  mar- 


ried Dec.  27,  1870,  Carrie  L.  P.  Colby,  and  had  three 
children  : Stuart,  who  died  aged  twenty  years ; Car- 
rie Louise,  born  Jan.  i,  1875;  and  Arthur  Webster, 
born  Oct.  14,  1878.  (10)  James  S.,  born  March 

2,  1848,  married  April  29,  1872,  Marv  Elizabeth 
Brayton,  and  had  one  child,  Ethel  L,  born  Dec  ^ 
1874.  ■ 

Cyrus  Henry  Brown,  born  Nov.  24,  1829,  taught 
public  school  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  for 
eight  years.  Removing  to  Boston,  IMass.,  he  was 
there  engaged  as  a merchant  for  forty  years,  and 
then  he  returned  to  \\  esterly,  R.  1.  He  was  mar- 
ried March  23,  1856,  to  Sarah  C.  Alaxson,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  IMaxson,  of  Ashaway,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  (i)  Elizabeth  L.,  born  June 
15,  1858,  was  married  IMay  19,  1880,  to  George  H. 
Utter,  of  Westerly,  and  they  have  had  six  children, 
born  as  follows:  George  Benjamin,  April  ii,  1881 ; 
Henry  Edwin,  April  9,  1883;  Mary  Starr,  Eeb.  21, 
1890;  Katherine  Rollins,  Eeb.  9,"  1893;  Wilfred 
Brown,  Sept.  13,  1894;  and  Erances  Campbell, 
March  3,  1903.  (2)  Henry  E.,  born  April  5, 

1861,  married  Dec.  3,  1890,  Caroline  C.  Rollins. 
(3)  Katherine  IM.,  born  Nov.  5,  1865,  married 
Oct.  23,  1895,  John  L.  Howard,  and  has  two'  chil- 
dren, Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  13,  1897;  and  Helen, 
born  Nov.  29,  1902.  (4)  Wilfred  M.  was  born 

April  4,  1870.  (5)  Horace  C.,  born  June  22,  1873, 

married  Dec.  30,  1902,  Aldeane  Kilmer.  (6)  Grace 
E.  was  born  July  19,  1881. 

John  Babcock  Brown,  born  Eeb.  3,  1841,  was 
married  in  Canton,  Conn.,  Oct.  5,  1865,  to  Lavinia 
Julia  Richardson,  who  was  born  June  19,  1845,  in 
Windsor,  Conn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Emily  (Alar- 
ble)  Richardson.  They  had  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  (i)  Cyrus  Williams,  born  Sept.  23, 
1866,  married  Nov.  26,  1890,  Grace  Louise  Davis, 
born  Nov.  17,  1872,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Cyrus  Williams,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  26,  1896;  Helen 
Davis,  April  ii,  1900:  Stuart  Romeyn,  March  19, 
1902.  (2)  Lavinia  Louise,  born  Sept.  12,  1870, 

married  Oct.  19,  1892,  William  Dixie  Hoxie,  and 
has  one  child,  Isabelle,  born  Nov.  12,  1893.  (3) 

John  Howard  was  born  Dec.  29,  1872. 

John  B.  Brown  spent  his'  boyhood  days  in  North 
Stonington,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  went  to  work 
in  the  E.  & H.  Babcock  store  at  Potter  Hill,  remain- 
ing a year.  He  was  employed  in  North  Stonington 
by  Dudley  W.  Stewart,  then  attended  a private 
school  in  Westerly,  and  subsequently  worked  for 
Charles  S.  Hull,  at  Stonington.  Going  to  Hart- 
ford, he  was  with  his  brother,  B.  W.  Brown,  in  a 
grocery  for  a year,  returning  home  in  the  spring  of 
1861.  He  enlisted  Aug.  ii,  1862,  at  North  Ston- 
ington, Conn.,  in  Company  G,  21st  Conn.  V.  L,  and 
was  mustered  in  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  Sept.  5th  as 
second  sergeant.  The  Regiment  was  assigned  to 
the  9th  Army  Corps  Oct.  9th,  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
Md.,  and  on  Oct.  28th  marched  from  Pleasant  Val- 
ley to  Falmouth,  Va.,  making  the  175  mile«  in 
twelve  days.  They  were  without  tents  the  entire 
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winter,  exposed  to  terrible  storms,  and  lying  at 
night  on  the  frozen  ground,  or  in  the  mud,  with  no 
covering  other  than  their  blankets — an  experience 
which  tested  the  mettle  and  tried  the  endurance  of 
every  man  to  the  utmost,  and  planted  the  seeds  of 
disease  and  death  which  produced  such  a harvest  on 
the  plains  of  Falmouth,  and  gave  to  its  camp  the 
appropriate  name  of  “Camp  Death.”  Mr.  Brown 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Dec. 
13,  1862;  was  promoted  to  first  sergeant,  March  6, 
1863,  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April 
nth  to  May  4th.  In  June  the  regiment  joined  the 
expedition  to  White  House  Landing.  On  the  re- 
turn the  regiment  was  assigned  to  Provost  duty  at 
Portsmouth  and  later  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  covering 
about  five  months  in  the  two  cities,  and  being  re- 
lieved was  ordered  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  on  Jan. 
24,  1864.  On  Feb.  3rd  the  regiment  took  transport 
for  Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  and  thence  to  Newport 
Barracks  and  Little  Washington,  N.  C.  After  aid- 
ing in  repelling  the  enemy  in  these  localities  they 
were  ordered  to  Newbern,  N.  C.,  where  they  re- 
mained until  April.  Thence  they  were  ordered  to 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  on  to  Bermuda  Hundred  on 
the  James  River,  and  on  May  i6th  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Drury’s  Bluff.  Company  G was  or- 
dered to  the  picket  line  at  4 A.  M.  At  this  time  the 
total  number  of  officers  and  men  ready  for  duty  was 
twenty-nine.  They  held  in  check  the  massed  forces 
of  the  enemy  at  a critical  point  in  the  battle,  and 
were  under  constant  fire  for  six  hours.  There  were 
sixteen  killed,  wounded  or  missing.  On  May  31st 
iMr.  Brown  was  promoted  tO'  second  lieutenant.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  and  was 
present  at  the  beginning  of  Petersburg,  and  was 
discharged  June  14,  1864. 

Returning  home  after  the  war  he  went  to  Boston 
and  entered  the  employ  of  C.  H.  & T.  S.  Brown,  his 
brothers,  taking  charge  of  one  of  the  stalls  in  Black- 
stone  Market  for  thirteen  months.  In  December, 
1865,  he  returned  to  the  old  farm  in  North  Stoning- 
ton,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  four 
years,  and  on  Sept,  i,  1869,  he  went  into  the  grocery 
business  with  Edwin  A.  Lewis,  in  Westerly,  con- 
tinuing this  until  1877.  In  1873  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Brown  rented  the  store  at  Potter  Hill,  Mr.  Brown 
going  up  there  to  manage  it.  In  1876  they  rented 
the  store  in  the  “Dixon  House,”  Mr.  Brown  taking 
the  dry-goods  stock,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1877,  they  dis- 
solved partnership,  Mr.  Brown  continuing  business 
in  the  “Dixon  House”  block  until  1896,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  Barber  Memorial  Building,  No.  38 
High  street.  There  he  remained  until  Sept,  i,  1899, 
when  he  sold  out  to  his  two  sons,  the  firm  name  be- 
coming John  B.  Brown’s  Sons.  They  were  part- 
ners for  two  years  when  J.  Howard  Brown  bought 
out  his  brother,  Cyrus,  and  he  continues  the  busi- 
ness under  the  style  of  John  B.  Brown’s  Son. 

John  B.  Brown  has  since  1899  looked  after  the 
town  poor  as  superintendent.  He  is  a member  of 
Budlong  Post,  No.  18,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was 
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commander  three  years;  in  1903  he  was  aide-de- 
camp  on  the  staff  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  in 
1904  he  was  chief  mustering  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  formerly  a member 
of  Widows’  Sons’  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  North 
Stonington.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 
Mrs.  Brown  is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

BRIGHAM-SAUNDERS  (Providence  fam- 
ily). These  early  families  of  the  Commonwealths 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  respectively, 
are  represented  in  the  Providence  branch  by  John 
Olin  Brigham,  Escp,  his  wife  Alice  (Saunders), 
and  their  sons  Herbert  Olin  and  Clarence  Saun- 
ders Brigham. 

From  Thomas  Brigham,  of  Cambridge,  1635, 
and  Tobias  Saunders,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  1643, 
Newport,  R.  I.,  1655,  and  later  of  Westerly,  the 
descent  of  the  younger  generation  of  the  Brigham 
representatives  of  Providence  is  respectively 
through  Thomas  Brigham  (2),  Gershom  Brigham, 
Gershom  Brigham  (2),  Dr.  Gershom  Brigham, 
Joseph  Brigham,  Charles  Corriden  Brigham  and 
John  Olin  Brigham ; and  Stephen  Saunders, 
Stephen  Saunders  (2),  Stephen  Saunders  (3), 
Elias  Saunders,  Peleg  Saunders,  and  Alice  Saun- 
ders. These  generations  somewhat  in  detail  and 
in  chronological  order  follow : 

(I)  Thomas  Brigham,  born  probably  in  Eng- 
land in  1603,  came  to  New  England  in  the  ship 
“Susan  and  Ellen”  in  1635,  and  became  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Cambridge.  He  married,  probably  in  1637, 
Mercy  Hurd,  born  probably  in  England.  He  died 
Dec.  8,  1653,  in  Cambridge,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  burial  ground  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Common,  a few  minutes’  walk  from  his 
mansion.  His  wife  Mercy  survived  him,  remarry- 
ing, and  died  Dec.  23,  1693,  in  Marlborough,  Mass. 
The  children  of  Thomas  and  Mercy  Brigham,  all 
probably  born  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  were : Mary, 
born  about  1638;  Thomas,  born  about  1640;  John, 
born  March  9,  1644-45 ; Hannah,  born  March  9, 
1649-50;  and  Samuel,  born  Jan.  12,  1652. 

(H)  Thomas  Brigham  (2),  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mercy,  born  about  1640,  probably  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  went  with  his  mother  when  she  married  Ed- 
mund Rice  to  Sudbury  and  Marlborough.  On  at- 
taining his  majority  he  bought  of  his  step-father 
a town  right  in  Marlborough  with  the  frame  of  a 
dwelling-house  thereon,  with  all  the  privileges  of 
the  town  commons  and  further  additions  of  allot- 
ments to  be  made  thereto.  This  land  situated  near 
Williams  Pond,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town, 
was  the  beginning  of  his  large  farm,  which  in- 
cluded many  acres  stretching  ' away  toward 
Chauncy  Pond,  in  Westborough.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  old  plantation  “Ockoocan- 
gansett,”  which  had  been  secured  from  the  Indians 
out  of  the  ancient  boundaries  of  Marlborough. 
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The  first  dwelling,  a log  hut  built  by  Mr.  Brigham, 
was  burned.  In  1706  he  built  a frame  house, 
which  was  left  for  an  “ell”  by  his  son,  Gershom, 
who  built  a two-story  house  about  1724.  The  old 
house  was  used  as  a garrison  in  Queen  Anne's  war. 
This  “ell”  was  finally  taken  down  in  1791  by  War- 
ren Brigham. 

Thomas  Brigham  married  (first)  Dec.  27, 
1665,  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Moore)  Rice,  and  granddaughter  of  Edmund 
Rice,  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  many  Colonial 
families  of  eastern  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Brigham 
married  (second)  July  30,  1695,  Susanna,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Shattuck,  of  Watertown,  she  having 
been  twice  a widow.  Air.  Brigham  was  one  of  the 
principal  citizens  of  the  town.  His  lands  were  ex- 
tensive, lying  in  what  now  are  four  towns.  They 
were  divided  into  comfortable  farms  for  his  de- 
scendants and  made  many  of  them  well-to-do.  Mr. 
Brigham  died  Nov.  25,  1716.  His  children  born 
to  the  first  marriage,  in  Marlborough,  were : 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  24,  1666-67;  Nathan,  June  17, 
1671;  David,  Aug.  ii,  1673;  Jonathan,  Feb.  22, 
1675;  David,  April  12,  1678;  Gershom,  Feb.  23, 
1680;  Elnathan,  March  7,  1683;  and  Alary,  Oct. 
26,  1687. 

(HI)  Gershom  Brigham,  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
born  Feb.  23,  1680,  in  Alarlborough,  Alass.,  mar- 
ried Alay  18,  1703,  Alehetabel,  born  in  1684,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Experience  ( Wheelock)  War- 
ren, he  an  early  settler  of  Aledfield,  Alass.,  and  she 
the  daughter  of  Ralph  Wheelock,  A.  AI.,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  town,  having  taken  his  degree 
at  Clare  College,  Cambridge,  England. 

Gershom  Brigham  settled  on  the  homestead  of 
his  father  in  Alarlborough,  Alass.,  where  he  died 
Jan.  3,  1748-49.  He  was  surveyor  for  the  west  end 
of  the  town,  1710;  tything  man,  1716;  constable, 
1721 ; one  of  a committee  to  “seat  the  meeting,” 
1727;  selectman,  173^5.  His  children,  born  in  Alarl- 
borough, Alass.,  were:  Alartha,  born  Oct.  6,  1704; 
Joseph,  April  21,  1706;  Abigail,  Nov.  25,  1708; 
Gershom,  Nov.  4,  1712;  and  Benjamin,  Feb.  19, 

1714-15- 

(I\  ) Gershom  Brigham  (2),  son  of  Gershom 
and  Alehetabel,  born  Nov.  4,  1712,  in  Alarlborough, 
Alass.,  married  Alarch  26,  1741,  Alary,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Rebecca  (Hey wood)  Lee.  Air. 
Brigham  resided  in  Westborough,  Alass.,  where  he 
held  town  offices,  1748-65.  He  died  there  Sept.  5, 
1780.  Their  children,  born  in  WTstborough,  were: 
Hepsibah,  born  Jan.  20,  1741-42;  Gershom,  Oct.  15, 
1747;  Seth,  June  22,  1750;  Silas,  Alarch  27,  1753; 
Timothy  (twin),  Alarch  27,  1753;  Joseph,  Aug.  23, 
1757;  and  Alary  (twin),  Aug.  23,  1757. 

(V)  Dr.  Gershom  Brigham,  son  of  Gershom 
and  Alary,  born  Oct.  15,  1747,  in  Westborough, 
Alass.,  married  in  1772  (intentions  made  known 
June  6)  Esther  Belknap,  who  died  in  October, 
1801.  Dr.  Brigham  practised  medicine  in  West- 
borough, Alass.,  was  there  in  1780,  and  also  sev- 


eral years  in  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  the 
first  physician  and  held  town  offices.  His  chil- 
dren, the  first  four  born  in  Fitzwilliam,  the  twins 
and  probably  Nathaniel  and  Josiah  in  West- 
borough, were:  Sally,  baptized  June  16,  1776;  Jo- 
seph Warren,  baptized  Alay  5,  1776;  Patty;  Jesse, 
baptized  Alay  31,  1778;  Joseph,  born  May  28, 
1780;  Benjamin  (twin),  born  May  28,  1780;  Na- 
thaniel; and  Josiah,  born  Dec.  19,  1791. 

(VI)  Joseph  Brigham,  son  of  Dr.  Gershom  and 
Esther  (Belknap)  Brigham,  born  Alay  12  (28), 
1780,  in  Westborough,  Alass.,  married  in  1807  (in- 
tentions made  known  Jan.  2)  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Lucy  (Parker)  Hardy,  he  a direct 
descendant  of  Richard  Warren,  of  the  “Alay- 
flower.” 

Air.  Brigham  resided  in  Westborough  and 
Shrewsbury.  He  died  in  the  latter  town,  Feb.  29, 
1836.  His  children  were:  Joseph  D.,  born  July 
19,  1807;  William  Belknap,  April  26,  1809;  Han- 
nah, about  1810  (died  unmarried  Sept.  21,  1842)  ; 
Charles  Corriden,  Dec.  i,  1813;  and  Roxana,  who 
married  Nov.  3,  1834,  Silas  Dinsmore,  of  Worces- 
ter, Alassachusetts. 

(VH)  Charles  Corriden  Brigham,  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Hannah  (Hardy)  Brigham,  born  in 
Westborough,  Alass.,  Dec.  i,  1812-13,  married  in 
Alarlborough,  Alass.,  Aug.  29,  1840,  Sabra  Butler, 
daughter  of  Lebbeus  and  Alary  (Eager)  Cook, 
born  in  Alarlborough,  Alass.,  Dec.  26,  1819,  and  a 
descendant  of  Walter  Cook,  of  Weymouth,  Mass., 
1643,  through  Nicholas,  Nicholas  Cook  (2),  Na- 
thaniel, Ananias  and  Lebbeus  Cook. 

Air.  Brigham  was  a manufacturer  of  reeds,  har- 
nesses and  other  mill  supplies.  He  died  July  3,  1853. 
in  Blackstone,  Alass.  His  wife  survived  him  and 
died  in  Worcester,  Alass.,  Alarch  2,  1905,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Their  children, 
the  second  and  third  born  in  Worcester,  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  were:  (i) 
Laurietta  Ella,  born  June  28,  1841,  in  Grafton, 
Alass.,  died  in  1896,  in  Waterbury  Centre,  AT. 
She  married  in  Alarlborough  Nov.  12,  1864,  Ben- 
jamin Corliss  Hutchins;  their  children  were:  Ear- 
nest Eaton,  Ila  AI.,  Alaranda  J.  and  Clytie.  (2) 
Charles  Elwin,  born  Nov.  26,  1844,  died  July  29, 
1845.  (3)  Charles  Adalbert,  born  Alarch  10,  1846, 

married  (first)  Feb.  16,  1870,  Alida  Clarinelle, 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Celia  J.  Wilmarth,  born 
in  Victor,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29,  1851,  died  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  July  II,  1876;  married  (second)  Dec. 
25,  1877,  Alary  Abbie,  daughter  of  Abel  Getchell, 
of  Waterville,  Alaine,  born  Feb.  28,  1853 ; the  chil- 
dren born  to  the  first  marriage  were : Jennie  Bal- 
lard, born  Alay  16,  1871,  married  June  23,  1897, 
Frank  Edwin  Andrews;  and  Florence  Clay,  born 
July  I,  1873,  died  April  5,  1907,  married  Dec.  16, 
1896,  Walter  Sage,  son  of  Edwin  G.  and  Alargaret 
Baker.  (4)  John  Olin,  referred  to  below.  (5) 
Ethelyn  Estella,  born  Oct.  10,  1849,  niarried  Feb. 
14,  1871,  William  Richards  Howe ; their  children 
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were:  Joseph  Olin,  Winifred,  Eva  and  William 
Brigham.  (6)  Angenette  Cook,  born  June  i,  1853, 
in  Blackstone,  Mass.,  married  Oct.  18,  1877,  John 
Thompson,  son  of  George  C.  and  JMary  M. 
Wheeler ; their  children  were : Daisy  May,  Lois 
Mabel  and  George  Brigham. 

(VTII)  John  Olin  Brigham,  son  of  Charles 
Corriden  and  Sabra  Butler  (Cook)  Brigham,  born 
in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  July  15,  1848,  married  Oct.  14, 
1874,  Alice,  born  July  6,  1854,  daughter  of  Peleg 
and  Keturah  (Gavitt)  Saunders,  of  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Brigham,  in  early  life,  removed  to  Carolina, 
this  State,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  to  Prov- 
idence, and  accepted  a position  with  his  uncle,  John 
Kendrick,  manufacturer  of  mill  supplies.  In  1873 
he  entered  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  and  in 
1885,  with  Joseph  H.  Babcock,  established  the  firm 
of  Babcock  & Brigham.  This  firm  was  dissolved 
in  1890,  and  Mr.  Brigham  went  into  the  real  estate 
business,  in  which  he  has  continued  to  the  present 
time.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brigham, 
both  born  in  Providence,  are : 

(1)  Herbert  Olin  Brigham  was  born  Dec. 
15,  1875.  He  entered  Brown  University  in  the 
year  1895,  but  owing  to  ill  health  did  not  graduate. 
In  1899  he  became  the  second  assistant  librarian 
in  the  library  of  Brown  University,  a relation  he 
sustained  to  the  institution  until  his  appointment 
as  State  Librarian  of  Rhode  Island,  July  21,  1903, 
by  the  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bennett,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  fill  the  position  made  vacant  by  the  resig- 
nation of  F.  G.  Bates,  Ph.  D.  Mr.  Brigham  con- 
tinued the  work  begun  so  successfully  by  his  pre- 
decessor, and  soon  placed  the  library  on  an  excel- 
lent plane  of  efficiency.  As  soon  as  the  organiza- 
tion had  been  perfected  Mr.  Brigham  established 
a legislative  reference  bureau  in  the  State  Library. 
This  system  of  legislative  reference  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  other  States,  and  after  two  years’  trial 
in  this  State  appears  to  be  performing  effective  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Brigham  is  the  treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Library  xA-SSOciation,  and  a member  of  the 
American  Historical  Association,  American  Li- 
brary Association  and  National  Association  of 
State  Libraries. 

(2)  Clarence  Saunders  Brigham  was  born 
Aug.  5,  1877.  He  entered  Brown  University  in 
1895,  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1899. 
After  a short  service  in  the  library  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity he  was  appointed,  in  January,  1900,  libra- 
rian of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  a re- 
lation he  has  since  sustained.  The  contributions 
of  Mr.  Brigham  to  historical  literature  include  the 
following:  Memorial  of  Amos  Perry,  1900;  Rec- 
ords of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  1901 ; His- 
tory of  Rhode  Island,  1902 ; Bibliography  of  Rhode 
Island  History,  1902 ; The  Harris  Papers,  1903 ; 
Roger  Williams  and  Butler’s  Fourth  Paper,  1903; 
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17th  Century  Place  Names  of  Providence,  1903; 
Report  on  the  Rhode  Island  Archives,  1904;  and 
articles  in  historical  and  genealogical  magazines. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society ; 
of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society ; of  the 
American  Bibliographical  Society;  of  the  Ameri- 
can Historical  Association ; of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association ; and  of  numerous  local  clubs. 
He  is  Archivist  of  Brown  University  and  an  editor 
of  the  “Brown  Alumni  Monthly.” 

The  increase  in  the  large  and  well  arranged 
library  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  is 
largely  the  work  of  his  supervision,  and  but  em- 
phasizes the  fitness  he  has  shown  for  the  position 
he  holds.  The  interest  which  he  takes  in  his  duties 
is  manifest  on  every  hand,  especially  to  one  who  is 
frequently  in  the  library  engaged  in  historical  and 
genealogical  research. 

Saunders.  (I)  Tobias  Saunders  is  of  record 
at  Taunton,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1643 1 ^ freeman, 
Newport,  R.  I.,  1655  ; and  in  1661  shared  in  the 
division  of  the  Misquamicut  (Westerly)  lands;  and 
his  name  in  1669  was  in  a list  of  inhabitants.  He 
was  deputy  from  the  town  in  1669,  ’71,  ’72,  ’80, 
’81,  ’83  and  ’90.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Clarke,  and  died  in  1695. 

(II)  Stephen  Saunders  married  Nov.  19,  1721, 
Rachel,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Isabel  (Macoone) 
Bliven. 

(HI)  Stephen  Saunders  (2),  born  Aug.  3, 
1722,  married  in  1744  Lydia  Wilcox. 

(IV)  Stephen  Saunders  (3),  born  in  1749, 
married  in  1774  Tacy  Stillman. 

(V)  Elias  Saunders,  born  in  1789,  married 
Fanny  Vars. 

(VI)  Peleg  Saunders,  born  in  1820,  married  in 
September,  1847,  Keturah  Gavitt,  daughter  of  Ben- 
ajah  and  Rhoda  Gavitt  (Gavitt). 

(VH)  Alice  Saunders,  born  in  1854,  married 
Oct.  14,  1874,  John  Olin  Brigham. 

(VIH)  Herbert  Olin  and  Clarence  Saunders 
Brigham.  [History  of  the  Brigham  Family;  Ms. 
Saunders’  Family ; Historical  Catalogue,  Brown 
University;  Austin’s  Rhode  Island  Genealogical 
Dictionary ; Brown  Alumni  Monthly ; Who’s  Who 
in  America,  1908-1909.] 

JAMES  HENRY  HIGGINS  was  born  Jan. 
22,  1876,  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  son  of  Thomas  F.  and 
Elizabeth  A.  (Mather)  Higgins,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased. 

Thomas  F.  Higgins  was  born  Aug.  15,  1855, 
in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in  which  city  he  passed  away 
Jan.  II,  1889,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 
As  a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  plumber, 
and  about  two  years  before  his  death  had  engaged 
in  the  plumbing  business  on  his  own  account,  his 
place  of  business  having  been  located  on  Main 
street,  at  the  foot  of  Broad  street.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Celtic  Literary  Institute  of  Pawtucket, 
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and  also  held  membership  in  the  Veteran  Fireman’s 
Association.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  from  which 
his  funeral  was  held.  Mr.  Higgins  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  IMather,  who  was 
born  at  Wappinger  Falls,  X.  Y.,  and  who  passed 
away  at  Pawtucket  Nov.  ii,  1903, , daughter  of 
Jonathan  Mather.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgins  were 
born  children  as  follows:  James  Henry,  mentioned 
below ; Thomas  D.,  a real  estate  agent  residing  in 
Pawtucket ; Edward  E.,  a student  at  the  Worcester 
Polytechnic  Institute,  Worcester,  Mass.;  and  Wil- 
liam S.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

James  Higgins,  grandfather  of  the  Governor, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  when  a young  man  emi- 
grated to  America,  settling  in  Pawtucket,  where 
he  died  in  May,  i860,  aged  twenty-seven  years.  He 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade.  He  married  Ann  Ful- 
len,  who  died  in  Pawtucket  in  1900.  To  IMr.  and 
Mrs.  Higgins  were  born  three  children,  namely: 
Thomas  F.,  father  of  James  H.;  Catherine,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Patrick  Dempsey,  of  Pawtucket, 
and  is  now  a widow  residing  in  Attleboro,  Mass. ; 
and  IMary,  who  died  in  infancy. 

James  Henry  Higgins  was  born,  as  stated 
above,  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  but  when  he  was  a few 
months  old  his  parents  returned  to  Pawtucket,  and 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  latter  city  his  early 
educational  training  was  begun.  He  then  entered 
the  St.  Joseph’s  Parochial  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1890,  being  salutatorian  of  the 
class,  after  which  he  became  a student  in  the  Paw- 
tucket high  school,  graduating  therefrom  in  1894, 
being  president  of  the  class,  and  commissioned  one 
of  the  class  speakers.  The  next  four  years  he 
spent  as  a student  at  Brown  University,  graduating 
therefrom  with  the  class  of  1898,  being  one  of  the 
Class  Day  speakers,  and  one  of  the  two  who  won 
the  Hicks’  pYize  on  debate.  After  graduating  from 
Brown  University  he  entered  the  Georgetown  Law 
School,  at  W ashington,  D.  C.,  and  was  graduated 
in  1900,  taking  part  in  the  debates  against  the 
students  from  Columbian  University  in  1899, 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1900. 

In  July,  1900,  ]\lr.  Higgins  took  up  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Providence  and  Pawtucket.  In 
political  faith  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  November,  1901,  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  Flouse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  from  Pawtucket,  serving  in  that 
body  during  the  session  of  1902  as  a member  of 
the  Special  Committee  on  free  transfers,  which  re- 
sulted in  compelling  the  Street  Car  Company  of 
Providence  to  issue  transfers  to  its  patrons,  and 
also  as  a member  of  the  State  Militia  committee. 
In  1902,  Mr.  Higgins  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Pawtucket,  to  which  office  he  was  re-elected 
each  year  until  1907,  and  during  his  administration 
of  the  city  caused  many  reforms  to  be  inaugurated. 
At  the  State  election  in.  November,  1906,  as  the 


unanimous  choice  of  his  partv,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  the  State,  defeating  Gov.  George  H. 
Utter,  and  at  the  election  in  November,  1907,  he 
was  returned  to  the  Governor’s  chair. 

Governor  Higgins  is  a member  of  various  fra- 
ternal and  social  organizations,  holding  member- 
ship in  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  of  which  he  has  served 
as  State  Deputy;  in  the  A.  O.  H.,  Division  No.  7, 
of  which  die  is  ex-president ; and  in  the  Modern 
WModmen  of  America.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Phi  Kappa  fraternity  of  Brown  University, 
of  which  he  served  as  president. 

Governor  Higgins  is  unmarried. 

STILLMAN  W'HITE  (deceased),  of  Provi- 
dence, was  one  of  that  city’s  well-known  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens,  and  his  death  was  lamented 
by  people  in  every  walk  of  life.  Eor  forty-six  years 
he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Providence,  and  when 
he  passed  away  he  left  behind  a record  for  integrity, 
public  spirit  and  general  usefulness. 

Mr.  Wdiite  bore  a historic  name.  He  was  of 
“Mayflower”  stock,  and  descended  from  Peregrine 
W hite,  the  first  white  child  born  in  America. 

James  White,  the  father  of  Stillman,  was  a resi- 
dent of  Canton,  Mass.,  became  a mill-owner,  and 
retired  from  business  in  middle  life.  He  died  in 
Canton.  He  married  Aurelia  Howard,  and  ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  Stillman  being  the  only- 
one  to  locate  in  Providence. 

Stillman  Wdiite  was  born  Feb.  5,  1832,  in  Can- 
ton, Mass.,  and  his  boyhood,  until  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  was  spent  in  his  native  town.  His  edu- 
cational opportunities  were  such  as  were  offered  at 
that  time  in  the  schools  of  Canton,  and  when  sixteen 
years  old  he  came  to  Providence,  entered  a brass 
foundry,  and  learned  the  trade  of  molder.  Realiz- 
ing the  necessity  of  a better  education,  he  attended 
evening  schools,  where  he  took  a course  in  book- 
keeping and  studied  other  branches,  and  thus 
greatly  augmented  his  mental  training  and  ac- 
quisitions. In  1856  he  began  business  for  himself  in  a 
very  small  way,  at  No.  i Bark  street.  Providence,  on 
the  site  of  the  first  manufacturing  spot  in  Providence 
Plantations.  His  industry  and  well-directed  energy 
brought  about  prosperity.  In  his  foundry  he  pro- 
duced not  only  all  kinds  of  brass  and  bronze  cast- 
ings, but  also  manufactured  the  S.  White  Lining 
Metal,  of  his  own  invention,  which  time  has  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  very  best  lining  metals  now  in  use. 
He  found  an  extensive  market  among  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  State,  the  reputation  gained  by  his 
products  through  their  excellence  leading  to  their 
introduction  all  over  the  country.  Mr.  Wdiite  con- 
tinued in  this  business  until  his  death,  a period,  as 
noted  above,  covering  about  forty-six  years.  He 
died  April  3,  1903,  after  being  prostrated  by  a long 
illness,  and  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 

In  politics  ]Mr.  Wdiite  was  a Republican,  and  he 
always  took  much  interest  in  public  affairs,  not 
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stimulated  by  a desire  to  hold  office  for  the  sake  of 
the  honor,  but  more  in  order  to  have  the  city  af- 
fairs administered  in  a clean,  business-like  way.  He 
made  use  of  the  same  methods  in  public  affairs  that 
he  followed  in  his  private  business,  and  met  with 
equal  success.  In  June,  1866,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  common  council  from  the  old  First 
ward,  serving  until  June,  1872,  was  again  chosen  in 
January,  1875,  serving  until  1879,  and  was  elected 
for  the  third  time  in  1882,  serving  one  year.  In  1885 
he  represented  the  ward  as  an  alderman,  serving 
until  1887,  and  he  served  seven  years  as  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  from  Provi- 
dence, 1878-83  and  1888-89. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  White  became  a member 
of  Waterwitch  Volunteer  Fire  Company,  No.  6, 
and  remained  with  that  organization  as  long  as  it 
continued  a volunteer  company.  On  Feb.  27,  1895, 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  fire  com- 
missioners, and  served  until  March  3,  1902,  when, 
because  of  poor  health,  he  resigned.  Lpon  the  oc- 
casion of  his  retirement  from  the  board  he  was  given 
a loving  cup  by  his  fellow  citizens.  This  was  a 
very  interesting  occasion.  INlr.  White  had  not  a 
suspicion  of  what  was  wanted  of  him  when  he  was 
called  to  keep  an  appointment,  and  did  not  under- 
stand the  assemblage  of  his  many  friends  until  he 
w'as  addressed  and  presented  the  handsome  loving 
cup  of  sterling  silver.  The  cup  was  to  commem- 
orate the  incidents  of  fifty  years  of  active  partici- 
pation in  the  affairs  of  the  department  by  one  whom 
all  delighted  to  honor.  Every  member  of  the  de- 
partment contributed  something,  as  all  wished  to  be 
remembered  by  the  recipient.  Although  Mr.  White 
w’as  much  pleased,  his  feelings  overcame  him  to  such 
a degree  that  he  was  not  able  to  express  his  pleas- 
ure. The  cup  bears  this  inscription : “The  Provi- 
dence Fire  Department  to  Stillman  White,  Fire 
Commissioner,  Feb.  27,  1895,  to  Feb.  28,  1902.” 
IMr.  White  was  always  interested  in  all  kinds  of  fire 
apparatus,  and  wdth  his  mechanical  ingenuity  was 
always  devising  some  improvement.  One  of  the 
new  engines  recently  purchased  by  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence bears  his  name. 

In  the  early  sixties  Mr.  White  became  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  honored  with 
many  important  offices  in  the  order  in  the  State.  In 
i860  he  was  elected  master  of  ]\It.  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  4,  and  filled  the  chair  tw^o  years.  In  1876  he 
became  a charter  member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No. 
33,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  the  first  worshipful  mas- 
ter of  that  lodge,,  serving  in  1876-77-78.  This 
lodge  always  was  very  dear  to  him,  and  he  \vas  ever 
indefatigable  in  promoting  its  interests.  He  was 
a member  of  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights 
Templar,  and  had  taken  all  the  degrees  up  to  and 
including  the  33d  degree,  Scottish  Rite.  He  was 
grand  master  of  Rhode  Island  in  1892.  He  was  a 
member  also  of  the  Pomham  and  Central  Clubs. 

Stillman  White  was  married  Jan.  31,  1861,  to 
Lydia  Worsley,  a native  of  Barre,  Mass.,  daughter 


of  John  and  Lydia  (Bunn)  Worsley.  'IMrs.  White 
died  Dec.  17,  1902,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  She  was 
an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  was  active  in 
charitable  and  benevolent  work,  and  for  many  years 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Homeopathic  Hospital.  The  one  child  of 
this  union,  Abby  Howard,  married  George  H. 
Holmes,  of  Providence,  a son  of  William  H.  and 
Harriet  (Handy)  Holmes. 

George  H.  Holmes  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  C. 
H.  Holmes  & Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers  at  Provi- 
dence. He  is  well-known  in  commercial  circles,  and 
prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he 
has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  a 
member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes 
have  had  two  children:  Stillman  Howard  (who 
died  in  infancy),  and  Ruth  Weston. 

The  late  Mr.  White  began  life  with  no  capital 
save  his  native  ability  and  industry.  He  was  a man 
of  very  kind  heart  and  of  generous  impulses,  but 
was  not  fond  of  display,  and  much  of  his  benevo- 
lence was  never  known  to  the  outside  world.  He 
was  ever  thoughtful  for  the  comfort  and  care  of 
others,  and  in  him  the  worthy  and  struggling  al- 
ways found  a friend. 

LITTLEFIELD  (Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and 
Pawtucket  family).  Early  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury there  lived  at  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  the  family 
of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Williams)  Littlefield,  in 
which  town  there  is  a record  of  the  marriage  of 
the  parents  as  occurring  in  1732.  Daniel  Little- 
field was  born  in  Braintree,  J\Iass.,  Oct.  13,  1712, 
and  died  in  Boston,  April  4,  1800.  His  wife  was 
the  daughter  of  Josiah  Williams  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Rev.  James  Keith,  of  Bridgewater,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Going  back  almost  a century  in  the  history  of 
New  England,  there  is  found  at  Exeter,  N.  H.,  in 
1639,  (L  Edmund  Littlefield,  a clothier,  born  in 
Titchfield,  England,  in  1590,  who  was  in  Boston  in 
1638  and  removed  in  1641  to  Wells,  Maine,  where 
he  was  a man  of  some  distinction,  and  was  a com- 
missioner with  Ezekiel  Knight  and  Thomas 
Wheelwright,  who  with  him  were  the  first  settlers 
of  the  town.  He  held  other  public  offices  and  died 
in  Wells  in  1661.  One  of  his  sons,  (H)  Francis 
Littlefield,  of  Wells,  born  in  Titchfield  in  1619, 
who  was  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  in  1648,  was  a leader  in 
the  acquisition  of  Maine  from  the  French.  He 
was  also  representative  in  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  in  1663  and  in  1676.  He  married 
Jane  Hull,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Wells 
in  1712. 

(HI)  His  son,  Edmund  Littlefield,  was  born  in 
Wells  in  1650,  and  married  Elizabeth  Mott.  He 
died  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  in  1718. 

(IV)  His  son,  Edmund,  born  in  Braintree  in 
1692,  married  Bertha  Waldo,  Dec.  6,  1711,  and 
died  in  Braintree  in  1717. 

(\*)  One  of  his  sons  was  Deacon  Daniel  Little- 
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field,  above  mentioned.  He  served  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  in  a Bridgewater  company.  From 
him  the  descent  is  through  (VI)  Seth,  (VII) 
Deacon  Seth  and  (VIII)  Rufus  Ames  to  (IX)  Na- 
than Whitman  Littlefield. 

Hon.  Nathan  Whitman  Littlefield  has  re- 
sided in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  since  1880,  and 

is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar.  He  is  a direct  descendant  of 

John  Alden  and  Priscilla  (IMullins)  of  the 

“Vayfiower” ; of  John  Whitman,  who  set- 

tled in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1638,  from 
whom  descended  many  persons  eminent  in  profes- 
sional life  and  otherwise,  among  them  Dr.  IMar- 
cus  Whitman,  who  saved  the  vast  territory  of  Ore- 
gon to  the  United  States ; Hon.  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
for  many  years  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  and 
Supreme  courts  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  Wil- 
liam E.  Russell,  twice  Governor  of  Massachusetts ; 
of  Rev.  James  Keith,  a Scotchman,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  Aberdeen,  and  coming  to  New  England 
about  1662,  became  the  first  minister  of  the  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.,  Church,  where  he  was  ordained  in 
Eebruary,  1664. 

(VI)  Seth  Littlefield,  born  in  Bridgewater, 
IMass.,  Alarch  14,  1746,  married  Keziah,  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah  (Howard)  Ames.  They 
removed  to  Easton,  IMass.,  where  he  died  May  i, 
1839. 

(VH)  Deacon  Seth  Littlefield,  born  Jan.  12, 
1781,  died  Oct.  18,  1871.  He  married  Sarah,  born 
Oct.  II,  1789,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Experience 
(Thayer)  Crane,  and  a direct  descendant  of 
Thomas  Thayer  and  of  John  and  Priscilla  (AIul- 
lins)  Alden ; from  Thomas  Thayer  her  lineage  is 
through  Shadrach  and  Deliverance  (Priest) 
Thayer,  Ephraim  and  Sarah  (Bass)  Thayer — the 
latter  a daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  (Alden)  Bass 
and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Priscilla  (Mul- 
lins) Alden,  Noah  and  Margaret  (Harmon) 
Thayer  aiid  Samuel  and  Experience  (Thayer) 
Crane,  of  Bradford,  New  Hampshire. 

Deacon  Seth  Littlefield  was  born  in  Boston, 
IMass.,  and  when  about  twenty-five  years  of  age  re- 
moved to  Grantham,  N.  H.,  where  he  purchased 
a large  farm  in  the  Sugar  River  Valley  and  resided 
until  his  death. 

(VHI)  Deacon  Rufus  Ames  Littlefield,  son  of 
Deacon  Seth  and  Sarah  (Crane)  Littlefield,  born 
Dec.  2,  1818,  in  Grantham,  N.  H.,  married,  June 
10,  1845,  Abigail  Russell  Whitman,  born  Alarch 
2,  1827,  in  Boston,  Alass.,  daughter  of  Deacon  Na- 
than and  Samantha  (Keith)  Whitman,  to  whom 
were  born  ten  children.  Rufus  Ames  Littlefield 
was  educated  at  Kimball  Union  Academy,  IMeri- 
den,  N.  H.,  and  prepared  for  college  with  the  inten- 
tion of  entering  Dartmouth,  but  for  lack  of  means 
was  unable  to  pursue  a college  course.  He  taugbt 
for  some  fifteen  years  in  the  public  schools  at  Sha- 
ron, Abington,  the  Bridgewaters  and  other  towns 


in  Massachusetts  and  in  the  East  Bridgewater 
Academy,  of  which  his  brother,  Daniel  Littlefield 
(Dartmouth,  1843),  was  the  principal.  In  1852 
he  purchased  a farm  in  the  town  of  East  Bridge- 
water,  IMass.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He 
was  a mail  of  good  judgment  and'  capable,  and 
variously  served  his  town  officially.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  of  the  town  of 
East  Bridgewater  for  several  years  and  a justice 
of  the  peace  for  seven  years  from  1855.  He  was 
a fine  mathematician  and  did  considerable  business 
at  one  time  as  a surveyor  of  land.  He  was  a man 
of  fine  physique  and  very  powerful.  As  a teacher, 
he  commanded  the  respect  and  love  of  his  pupils, 
many  of  whom  continued  to  visit  him  until  near 
the  time  of  his  decease.  He  also  served  many  years 
as  deacon  in  the  Union  Congregational  Church,  be- 
ing elected  first  in  1864.  He  died  in  East  Bridge- 
water  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  12,  1903. 

Mrs.  Abigail  Russell  (Whitman)  Littlefield 
was  descended  in  the  seventh  generation  from.  John 
Whitman,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  who  came  from  England  as  early  as  1638, 
in  December  of  which  year  he  was  made  a freeman 
at  Weymouth.  He  was  for  many  years  a deacon 
in  the  church  there.  Erom  this  Deacon  John 
Whitman  the  descent  of  Mrs.  Littlefield  is 
through  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Byram)  Whitman, 
of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Min- 
ing) Whitman,  of  the  same  town,  Capt.  Thomas 
and  Joanna  (Alden)  Whitman,  also  of  Bridgewa- 
ter (Joanna  being  a direct  descendant  of  John  and 
Priscilla  Alden),  Nathan  and  Betty  (Allen)  Whit- 
man, of  East  Bridgewater,  and  Nathan  and  Mercy 
(Byram)  Whitman  of  Bridgewater,  and  Boston, 
Alass.  She  received  a fine  education  in  the  schools 
of  Boston  and  in  the  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Eemale 
Seminary,  and  was  a most  amiable  and  pious  wo- 
man and  a devoted  wife  and  mother.  The  chil- 
dren of  Deacon  Rufus  Ames  and  Abigail  Russell 
(Whitman)  Littlefield  were  as  follows: 

(T)  Nathan  Whitman,  born  May  21,  1846,  is 
referred  to  below. 

(2)  George  Henry,  born  Sept.  17,  1848,  is  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  class  of  1871,  and 
of  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  IMich- 
igan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  practised  medicine  for 
many  years  with  great  success  in  eastern  Ne- 
braska, and  is  now  a practising  physician  in  Bos- 
ton, Alass.  He  married  Susan  E.  Wheeler,  of 
Syracuse,  Neb.,  and  has  two  children  living.  Ab- 
bey Erances  and  Agnes  Keith. 

(3)  Rufus  Ames,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  17,  1850,  who 
was  a graduate  of  the  East  Bridgewater  high 
school,  practised  dentistry  for  many  years  in  east- 
ern Nebraska  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a large  farm 
in  Cherry  Vale,  Kans.  He  married  Anna  E.  Em- 
mons, of  Kansas,  and  has  six  children. 

(4)  Daniel  Eugene,  born  Eeb.  8,  1853,  died 
April  5,  1876. 
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(5)  Frank  Russell,  born  April  13,  1855, 

Aug.  15,  1869. 

(6)  Abby  Whitman  died  in  infancy. 

(7)  Agnes  Keith,  born  July  18,  1858,  married 
Thomas  Weston  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  where  she 
now  resides,  Air.  Weston  having  died.  For  many 
years  she  was  a teacher  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Bridge- 
waters  and  vicinity. 

(8)  Baalis  Sanford,  born  Jan.  21,  1862,  resides 
at  Dunbar,  Neb.,  where  he  is  court  judge  of  Pro- 
bate. He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother, 
N.  W.  Littlefield,  but  did  not  enter  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profession.  He  was  an  editor  of  a news- 
paper in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  for  several  years  and  also 
for  two  terms  clerk  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska.  He  is  married  and  has  six  daughters. 

(9)  Charles  Gilbert,  born  Jan.  26,  1864,  is  now- 
living  in  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  formerly  a school  teacher.  He  mar- 
ried Viola  V.  Veeder,  and  has  one  son,  Baalis 
Eugene. 

(10)  Abby  Frances,  born  June  12,  1866,  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen. 

(IX)  Nath.-\n  Whitman  Littlefield,  born 
at  East  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Alay  21,  1846,  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  place  and  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Baalis 
Sanford.  He  continued  his  studies  at  the  Bridge- 
water  Academy  and  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover, 
Mass.,  being  a graduate  at  the  latter  institution 
in  1865,  the  same  year  entering  Dartmouth  College. 
He  was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  high- 
est honors  in  the  class  of  1869.  Young  Littlefield 
during  his  college  course  was  conspicuous  both  in 
scholarship  and  athletics.  He  was  the  first  scholar  in 
his  class  during  the  entire  course  after  the  first  term. 
During  his  course  the  Bissel  Gymnasium  was 
erected  at  Dartmouth  and  was  then  the  finest  and 
best  equipped  gymnasium  in  the  country,  and  Lit- 
tlefield was  a recognized  leader  in  athletics.  He 
was  chosen  captain  of  his  class  during  his  fresh- 
man year,  a relation  which  he  sustained  throughout 
his  college  course.  For  two  years  he  was  also  an 
assistant  instructor  in  the  gymnasium.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  D.  K.  E.  fraternity.  At  the  Junior 
exhibition  of  his  class  he  was  assigned  the  Greek 
oration  by  the  faculty  and  at  the  Senior  exhibition 
of  the  literary  societies  he  was  selected  by  the  so- 
cieties as  one  of  two  debaters,  having  the  leading 
part  on  each  occasion.  He  worked  his  way 
through  college  by  teaching  and  tutoring,  having 
purchased  his  freedom  from  his  father  when  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age.  At  one  time  he  had  as 
many  as  fourteen  undergraduates  under  his  tui- 
tion. Among  those  who  were  tutored  by  him  are 
Sanford  H.  Steele,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  New 
York,  and  Bishop  Ethelbert  Talbot,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Having  completed  his  college  education.  Air. 
Littlefield  at  first  entered  upon  educational  work. 
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He  was  sub-master  of  the  Charlestown,  Alass., 
high  school_  for  one  year  and  for  several  vears  was 
principal  of  the  Newport,  R.  I.,  high  school  until 
1873.  From  that  place  he  was  called  to  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  as  principal  of  the  high  school  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  the  village  of  Westerly. 
As  evidence  of  the  quality  of  his  work  and  the  es- 
teem in  which  he  was  held  by  those  communities, 
we  quote  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Newport  for  the  year  1872-73 : • “Air. 
Littlefield  is  a man  of  sound  and  liberaf  scholar- 
ship and  an  efficient  teacher  and  earnest  worker. 
His  amiable  disposition  and  rare  virtues  have  en- 
deared him  to  his  pupils  and  associates  and  I am 
sure  that  we  share  deeply  in  their  regrets  that  the 
school  must  lose  his  labors  and  infiuence.”  At 
Westerly  he  w-as  equally  as  highly  esteemed.  On 
his  resignation,  a step  taken  to  prepare  himself  for 
his  chosen  profession,  he  was  assured  of  a large 
increase  of  salary  if  he  would  continue  his  services 
there. 

Air.  Littlefield  in  October,  1874,  entered  the  law 
school  of  Boston  University  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  1876.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Boston 
Bar  in  the  same  year  and  later  to  the  Provndence 
Bar,  he  having  located  in  the  latter  place  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  July,  1876.  There  he 
has  continued  his  legal  work  and  with  such  suc- 
cess as  one  would  expect  who  knows  the  man  from 
his  early  training,  liberal  education,  as  well  as  his 
honorable  professional  course.  A man  of  high 
sense  of  honor,  energetic  and  ambitious.  Air.  Lit- 
tlefield is  nleeting  with  large  success.  -His  practice 
has  been  exclusively  upon  the  civil  side  of  the 
court,  and  largely  in  equity  and  probate  courses  and 
in  law  of  real  estate,  in  which,  from  the  beginning 
of  his  career,  he  has  been  engaged  in  some  of  the 
most  important  litigation  which  has  come  before 
the  Rhode  Island  courts,  both  in  respect  to  legal 
principles  involved  and  pecuniary  interests  at 
stake.  One  of  these  cases  involved  the  title  to 
several  large  and  valuable  tracts  of  land  taken  by 
the  city  of  Providence  for  the  enlargement  of 
Roger  Williams  park,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most 
involved  and  difficult  cases  that  ever  came  before 
the  Supreme  court  of  Rhode  Island,  and  resulted 
in  the  complete  establishing  of  the  titles  of  his  cli- 
ent and  an  award  of  nearly  a quarter  of  a million 
of  dollars  as  damages.  He  w-as  appointed  a stand- 
ing  Alaster  in  Chancery  by  the  Supreme  court  in 
1893  and  has  held  that  office  since  that  time,  many 
important  cases  having  been  referred  to  him.  He 
was  appointed  Referee  in  Bankruptcv  by  the 
United  States  District  court  in  1898  and  has’  held 
that  office  since  then,  for  several  years  being  the 
only  referee  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  the  reorganization  of  the  Union  Trust  Com- 
pany, in  1897,  he  was  secretary  of  the  depositors 
committee  and  leading  counsel  for  the  committee, 
and  was  also  prominently  mentioned  as  president  of 
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the  reorganized  company.  Air.  Littlefield  is  a mem- 
ber of  several  fraternal  organizations,  Masonic  and 
others.  He  has  been  actively  interested  in  the 
moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  different  places 
where  he  has  resided.  He  is  a member  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Congregational  Church,  and  has  been  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  that  church 
for  two  terms  of  several  years  each  and  was  made 
a life  member  of  the  Congregational  Sunday 
School  Society  by  the  Central  Falls  Congregational 
Sunday-school,  where  he  taught  the  Bible  class 
for  several  years.  He  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Darlington  (Rhode  Island)  Congregational 
Church  and  is  moderator  of  the  society.  Mr.  Lit- 
tlefield has  also  been  an  active  supporter  of  the 
Young  Alen’s  Christian  Association  in  Pawtucket 
and  has  served  as  a teacher  in  that  branch.  He 
has  on  various  occasions  delivered  addresses  be- 
fore branches  of  the  Y.  AI.  C.  A.  in  Rhode  Island 
and  Alassachusetts.  He  is  president  of  the  Provi- 
dence Realty  Company  and  the  Stewart  Street 
Land  Company  of  Providence. 

During  the  years  1896  and  1905  Air.  Littlefield 
traveled  extensively  through  Europe,  devoting  his 
time  to  recreation  and  the  study  of  art  and  history. 
He  has  delivered  many  addresses  on  historical  and 
political  subjects  before  various  societies,  such  as 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  the  Old  Col- 
ony Historical  Society,  the  Old  Bridgewater  His- 
torical Society,  the  Providence  Art  Club,  and  the 
Bridgewater,  Alass.,  Normal  School.  On  June  13, 
1906,  he  delivered  the  principal  address  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  celebration  of  tbe  two  htmdred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  town 
of  Bridgewater,  Mass.  Air.  Littlefield  has  from 
his  youth  been  an  ardent  student  of  history,  art 
and  literature.  He  has  a carefully  selected  library 
of  several  thousand  books,  including  some  choice 
editions.  He  has  always  been  a lover  of  out-of- 
door  sports  and  is  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman  and 
golfer,  being  a member  of  the  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Yacht 
Club  and  Pawtucket  Golf  Club. 

On  Aug.  13,  1873,  Air.  Littlefield  married  Ar- 
ietta V.  Redman,  daughter  of  Hon.  Erastus  Red- 
man, of  Ellsworth,  Alaine,  who  was  for  many 
years  postmaster  of  that  city  and  collector  of  the 
port.  She  died  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  18,  1878, 
and  Dec.  i,  1886,  he  married  Alary  Wheaton  Ellis, 
daughter  of  Asher  Ellis,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and 
has  two  sons:  Nathan  Whitman,  Jr.,  born  April 
20,  1877,  and  Alden  Llewellyn,  born  Dec.  19,  1889. 
Airs.  Littlefield  is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  Elintlock  and  Powder- 
horn  Chapter,  of  P’awtucket,  R.  I.,  having  joined 
through  her  ancestor,  Deacon  Asa  Ware,  of  Ded- 
ham, Alass.  She  is  a lineal  descendant  of  Rev. 
John  Ellis,  one  of  the  early  pastors  of  the  ancient 
Newman  Congregational  Church  of  East  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  formerly  Rehoboth,  Alass.  She  is  also 
a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Congregational 


Church  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  church 
work,  being  a member  of  various  church  societies. 

GEN.  HORATIO  ROGERS,  LL.  D.  (de- 
ceased), patriot,  citizen,  soldier  and  jurist,  late 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode 
Island,  was  born  Alay  18,  1836,  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  the  son  of  Horatio  and  Susan  (Curtis)  Rogers. 

Judge  Rogers  descended  from  the  pioneers  of 
New  England.  He  was  a descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  James  Rogers,  an  inhabitant  of 
Newport,  this  Commonwealth,  as  early  as  1638, 
and  who  may  have  been  a son  of  Thomas  Rogers, 
of  the  “Alayflower.”  James  Rogers  held  the  posi- 
tion of  general  sergeant  for  nineteen  years  and 
was  several  times  general  solicitor.  From  him 
General  Rogers’s  lineage  is  through  Capt.  John 
Rogers,  of  Newport,  who  was  several  times  a repre- 
sentative in  the  Colonial  Assembly ; Ensign  John 
Rogers,  also  a representative  in  the  Assembly ; 
William  Rogers,  of  Newport,  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Sanford)  Rogers  (she  a descendant  of  John  San- 
ford of  Boston  and  Portsmouth,  as  early  as  1631, 
and  a descendant  through  Samuel  and  Joseph  San- 
ford) ; John  Rogers,  of  Newport  and  Providence, 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Rodman)  Rogers  (she  a 
descendant  of  John  Rodman  of  the  Barbadoes,  West 
Indies,  whose  son  Thomas  settled  at  Newport  as 
early  as  1677,  in  which  year  he  was  made  a free- 
man of  the  (iolony,  through  Samuel  and  William 
Rodman,  the  latter  marrying  Lydia  Gardiner,  a 
descendant  of  George  Gardiner,  of  Newport,  1638, 
through  Joseph  and  John  Gardiner)  ; and  Horatio 
Rogers  of  Providence  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Cur- 
tis) Rogers  (she  a descendant  of  Henry  Curtis  of 
Watertown,  1636,  and  an  original  proprietor  of 
Sudbury,  through  Ephraim  Curtis,  John,  John  (2) 
of  Worcester,  Alass.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Hay- 
w’ard,  daughter  of  Phineas,  and  David  and  his  wife 
Susanna  Stone,  the  latter  a descendant  of  Gregory 
Stone  of  Watertown  and  Cambridge  through 
Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  Samuel  (3),  Samuel  (4)  and 
Samuel  (5),  and  his  wife  Dorothy  Eletcher,  a de- 
scendant of  Robert  Eletcher  of  Concord,  1635, 
through  Erancis,  Hezekiah  and  Hezekiah  Fletcher 
(2)). 

Among  these  ancestors  of  Judge  Rogers  his 
grandfather  and  two  of  his  great-uncles  were  offi- 
cers in  the  Revolution.  John  Rogers,  his  grand- 
father, wdiile  a native  of  Newport,  was  for  some 
thirty  years  a resident  of  Providence,  being  a mer- 
chant. His  death  occurred  July  17,  1810,  when 
he  was  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  (Rodman)  passed  away  Nov.  29, 
1848,  when  in  her  eighty-ninth  year. 

Horatio  Rogers,  the  father  of  Judge  Rogers, 
wac  born  Dec.  29,  1798,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
died  Aug.  26,  1867.  His  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Curtis  occurred  Oct.  24,  1827.  She  was  born  Sept. 
14,  1799,  and  died  Alay  23,  i860.  Their  children 
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were;  Susan  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  15,  1828,  died 
unmarried,  Dec.  i,  1885;  Eleanor  B>ances,  now  the 
widow  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Dodge,  is  a resi- 
dent of  Providence,  R.  I. ; Harriet  mar- 
ried William  Leggett  Kolb,  and  died  June 
I,  1892,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.;  John 
Henry,  born  Jan.  4,  1834,  became  the  rector 

of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church,  at  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  and  there  died  Jan.  23,  1886;  Horatio,  born 
May  18,  1836,  is  mentioned  presently;  Joseph  died 
when  a youth. 

Judge  Rogers  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Providence  and  at  Brown  University,  being 
graduated  from  the  latter  institution  in  the  class  of 
’55,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  studied  law  for 
a time  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  in 
Providence,  and  later  took  a course  in  the  Harvard 
Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar  in  1858,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  cam- 
paign of  i860,  when  Lincoln  was  elected  for  his 
first  term. 

\\'hen  Sumter  was  fired  on,  in  April,  1861,  and 
the  first  call  for  volunteers  was  issued,  he  was 
anxious  to  enlist  immediately.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, join  the  army  until  the  following  August, 
when  he  went  as  first  lieutenant  Tn  Company  D, 
3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery.  On  the  9th  day 
of  the  following  October  he  was  appointed  to  a 
captaincy  and  assigned  to  Company  H,  of  the  same 
regiment.  The  latter  took  part  in  Gen.  W.  T.  Sher- 
man’s expedition  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  in  the  fall  of 
t86i.  The  expedition  took  part  in  the  assault: 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  by  the  Union  forces 
of  Ports  Walker  and  Beauregard,  at  Hilton  Head 
and  Bay  Point.  The  3d  Regiment  held  the  captured 
forts.  In  January,  1862,  Captain  Rogers  was  sta- 
tioned at  Bay  Point  and  on  the  islands  around  Beau- 
fort. In  the  following  March  he  was  ordered  with 
a part  of  the  3d  Regiment  to  Tybee  Island,  Ga.,  to 
aid  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski.  On  April  10 
and  II,  1862,  he  had  command  of  Battery  McClel- 
lan, which  was  nearest  the  fort,  and  rendered  ex- 
cellent service  in  its  reduction.  In  the  following 
June  Captain  Rogers  and  his  command  partici- 
pated in  the  campaign  of  James  Island,  S.  C.,  and 
for  the  brave  part  he  took  in  the  action  of  June 
i6th  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
participated  in  a number  of  movements  and  en- 
gagements while  attached  to  the  Department  of 
the  South,  and  also  acted  as  judge  advocate  at 
several  courts  martial. 

On  Jan.  7,  1863,  Major  Rogers  received  a com- 
mission as  colonel  of  the  2nd  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ment, which  was  then  stationed  at  Falmouth,  Va. 
With  this  gallant  regiment  he  shared  in  the  various 
engagements  and  movements  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  during  1863,  and  received,  in  addition  to 
the  praise  of  the  generals  under  whom  he  served, 
the  thanks  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  for  his  efficient  service  during  that  time.  In 
January,  1864,  his  health  failed,  and  he  found  it 


necessary  to  resign  his  commission  and  return  home. 
He  was  later  brevetted  brigadier  of  United  States 
Volunteers. 

General  Rogers  resumed  his  law  practice  and 
at  the  election  in  1864  was  chosen  attorney-general 
and  served  for  several  years.  In  1868  he  was 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  and  served  for 
one  year.  He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature 
in  1874  and  1875.  In  1866  he  was  elected  to  the 
common  council  of  Providence,  again  in  1867,  and 
also  in  1873  and  1874.  During  a portion  of  the 
last  period  of  service  he  was  president  of  the  com- 
mon council. 

About  1870  General  Rogers  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  father-in-law.  Gov.  James  Y. 
Smith,  and  his  brother-in-law,  C.  A.  Nichols,  in 
the  manufacturing  of  cotton  goods.  For  several 
years  thereafter  General  Rogers  gave  little  atten- 
tion to  the  law.  On  the  death  of  Governor  Smith, 
in  1876,  however,  he  resumed  practice,  and  in  1888 
was  again  elected  attorney-general.  He  held  this 
office  for  a year,  and  on  May  27,  1891,  was  made 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of  Rhode 
Island,  which  position  he  occupied  until  his  retire- 
ment, in  1903. 

Judge  Rogers  was  for  a time  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  and  contributed  in 
various  ways  to  the  usefulness  of  that  organization, 
of  which  he  served  as  president  from  1889  until 
1895  ; he  was  chairman  of  the  Record  Commission 
of  Providence ; was  a member  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  and  of  many  other  societies, 
and  held  numerous  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
He  was  a prominent  Mason,  having  become  a mem- 
ber of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i.  Providence,  Oct. 
20,  1858.  He  served  two  years  as  secretary  of  that 
lodge  and  one  year  as  grand  secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1878  he  joined  Calvary 
Commandery,  No.  31,  K.  T.,  of  Providence,  and 
served  as  eminent  commander  for  one  year.  About 
the  time  he  was  elected  to  the  associate  justiceship 
he  withdrew  from  the  Masonic  organizations  to 
which  he  belonged,  not  having  sufficient  time  to 
devote  thereto. 

Judge  Rogers  was  exceedingly  well  informed 
regarding  all  matters  of  history,  ritual  and  juris- 
prudence, and  was  a man  of  scholarly  tastes  and 
disposition.  He  was  the  author  of  many  papers 
and  pamphlets  on  subjects  of  historical,  patriotic 
and  literary  character,  and  he  delivered  addresses 
on  many  public  occasions.  As  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme court  he  gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  associates  on  the  Bench  as  well  as  the  entire 
legal  prefession  in  Rhode  Island,  and  his  record 
in  civil  life  was  on  a par  with  the  excellent  one 
he  gained  as  a soldier  of  his  country. 

A number  of  the  addresses  of  Judge  Rogers  have 
been  printed,  and  he  was  the  author  of  “Private 
Libraries  of  Providence’’  (1878)  ; “Mary  Dyer,  of 
Rhode  Island,  the  Quaker  Martyr”  (1896),  and 
“Hadden's  Journal  and  Orderly  Books”  (1884), 


1 22 


RHODE  ISLAND 


consisting  of  the  journal  of  Lieut,  (afterwards 
jMaj.-Gen.)  James  M.  Hadden,  of  Burgoyne’s 
army,  with  which  Judge  Rogers  combined  copious 
and  exhaustive  notes  and  essays  of  a biographical 
and  personal  character — a work  which,  in  the  words 
of  the  “New  York  Nation,”  was  done  “in  a manner 
so  complete  that  Burgoyne’s  officers  became  as 
well  known  to  us  as  those  of  the  patriot  army.” 
The  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1896. 

On  Jan.  29,  1861,  Judge  Rogers  was  married 
to  Lucia,  daughter  of  Resolved  Waterman,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  She  died  in  the  spring  of  1867, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1869  he  married  Emily  Pris- 
cilla Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Gov.  James  \ffiungs 
Smith,  of  Providence,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Emily  P.  S.  Rogers,  who,  with  her  mother,  is  a 
resident  of  Providence.  The  children  of  the  first 
marriage  were : Arthur,  of  Westchester,  Pa.,  rec- 
tor of  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  Lucian 
Waterman,  rector  of  St.  George’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Central  Ealls,  Rhode  Island. 

Judge  Rogers  died  suddenly,  Nov.  12,  1904, 
at  his  home  on  Bowen  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 
On  the  death  of  Judge  Rogers  there  appeared  on 
the  editorial  page  of  the  Providence  Journal  of 
Nov.  13,  1904,  the  following  high  tribute  to  his 
character  and  worth,  paid  by  his  colleague,  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Pardon  A.  Tillinghast: 

“In  the  death  of  Judge  Horatio  Rogers  the 
State  has  lost  one  of  its  foremost  and  most  useful 
citizens  and  one  whom  its  people  delighted  to  honor. 
A man  of  broad  views,  of  ardent  patriotism,  of 
high  ideals,  of  liberal  culture,  he  naturally  took 
high  rank  as  a molder  of  public  thought  and  a 
leader  of  men. 

“In  professional  life  Judge  Rogers  was  noted 
for  his  great  thoroughness  in  the  preparation  and 
trial  of  his  cases.  He  never  left  anything  undone, 
and  he  never  did  anything  by  halves.  The  aphorism 
that  ‘whatever  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well 
was  forcibly  illustrated  in  both  his  professional 
and  official  life.  Clear  and  convincing  in  his  logic, 
forcible  and  attractive  in  his  style  of  public  dis- 
cussion, he  always  commanded  the  attention  of  the 
court  or  jury  and  caused  them  to  feel  that  they 
were  listening  to  a man  whose  cause  was  certainly 
entitled  to  careful  consideration. 

“As  a judge,  in  which  capacity  I knew  him  best, 
he  fully  exemplified  those  qualities  which  are  the 
prime  essentials  in  one  who  occupies  this  exalted 
position.  Absolute  integrity,  superior  ability,  fair- 
mindedness,  patience,  fearlessness,  diligence  and  a 
careful  regard  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  the 
members  of  the  Bar — these  were  well-known 
characteristics  of  our  departed  brother.  Judge 
Rogers,  and  caused  him  to  take  high  rank  in  his 
exalted  calling. 

“That  he  always  stood  erect  in  judgment  and 
decided  for  the  right  as  he  saw  the  right,  no  one 


who  knew  him  ever  had  the  least  doubt.  Consci- 
entious almost  to  a fault,  if  such  a condition  is 
possible,  he  gave  to  every  case,  regardless  of  its 
size  or  seeming  importance,  that  careful,  original 
and  exhaustive  study  and  consideration  which  en- 
abled him  to  clearly  fix  in  his  own  mind  the  rela- 
tive rights  of  the  parties  thereto ; and  then,  and  not 
till  then,  did  he  decide  it.  His  published  opinions, 
although  not  numerous  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  not  long  a member  of  the  Appellate  Division, 
conclusively  witness  to  his  great  diligence  and  care- 
ful research. 

“Judge  Rogers  greatly  enjoyed  and  highly  ap- 
preciated his  position  on  the  Bench.  He  had  a 
judicial  turn  of  mind.  He  liked  to  look  at  and  con- 
sider every  question  fairly  and  dispassion- 
ately, without  any  bias  or  prejudice,  and  hence  the 
atmosphere  and  duties  of  the  Bench  were  in  every 
way  congenial  to  him.  He  frequently  told  me  that 
he  had  reached  the  height  of  his  ambition  and  that 
he  desired  nothing  better  or  more  honorable  than 
a seat  upon  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  court  of  his- 
beloved  State.  He  was  a most  agreeable  man  to 
be  associated  with.  Always  genial  and  friendly 
in  his  relations  with  his  brethren,  never  speaking 
an  unkind  word,  anxious  to  do  his  full  share  of 
the  work  and  never  offensively  setting  up  his  opin- 
ion against  that  of  his  associates,  it  was  a great 
pleasure  to  be  associated  with  him  on  the  Bench. 
And  I shall  always  regard  it  as  amongst  the  pleas- 
antest recollections  of  my  official  life  that  Judge 
Rogers  was  a co-worker  with  me  for  twelve  years 
on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  court  of  Rhode 
Island.” 

The  Providence  Journal  of  Nov.  15,  1904,  re- 
ferring to  the  life  of  Judge  Rogers,  said  editorially: 

“One  special  truth  needs  to  be  emphasized  in 
a remembrance  of  the  life  of  Horatio  Rogers — the 
supreme  value  of  an  honest,  upright  and  honorable 
character.  All  who  knew  him  must  agree  that  such 
a character  was  his  in  an  eminent  degree.  The 
reputation  which  he  leaves  to  his  family,  to  the 
State  which  he  devotedly  loved  and  the  university 
of  which  he  was  proud  to  be  an  alumnus,  is  worth 
more  than  all  the  wealth  heaped  up  in  the  banks  of 
Providence.  Sterling,  incorruptible  integrity  was 
the  central  principle  and  quality  of  his  heart  and 
life.  But  this,  aside  from  his  distinctly  religious 
convictions,  was  sustained  and  enforced  by  other 
considerations.  He  was  a simple-minded  man. 
He  was  a pure-hearted  man.  He  was  a contented 
man.  To  be  sure,  the  temptations  which  assail  so 
many  others  never  appealed  to  him,  but  if  they  had 
so  assailed  him  they  would  have  been  thrown  back 
from  his  simple  honesty  like  shattered  reeds  from 
a shield  of  steel.  Now  that  he  is  gone,  all  who 
knew  him  feel  that  from  out  of  the  circle  of  their 
life  has  vanished  a conserving  and  bettering  force. 
And  as  they  stand  around  his  bier  to-day  they  do 
it  not  only  from  affection  but  under  the  stress  of 
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a certain  sense  of  moral  obligation,  under  the 
prompting  of  a profound  feeling  of  respect  and 
admiration. 

“At  this  time  and  in  such  a land  as  ours  we 
need  the  lesson  of  such  a life  and  such  an  example. 
In  a time  marked  by  much  greed  and  covetousness, 
in  a time  of  general  restlessness,  discontent  and 
bad  emulation ; when  many  men  want  to  be,  or 
want  so  to  live  as  to  appear  to  be,  something  other 
than  they  really  are ; when  to  be  rich,  rich  at  what- 
ever cost,  is  too  often  the  supreme  rule  and  ambition 
of  life ; when  reputations  that  have  stood  for  many 
years  are  being  self-killed  all  over  the  land ; when, 
as  a consequence  of  these  things,  some  men  are 
losing  all  faith  in  man,  if  not  in  God ; when  these 
things  are  so,  surely  we  need  the  example  of  every 
good  life,  the  witness  of  every  voice,  to  the  supreme 
and  only  blessedness  of  purity  and  truth.  He  who 
has  set  this  example,  has  borne  this  witness,  de- 
serves well  of  his  fellow  man.  Ncc  facile  invenias 
miiltis  e millibxis  umim  Virtutem  prctium  qiti  pntet 
esse  sui.” 

HON.  JAMES  YOUNGS  SMITH  (deceased). 
Providence,  merchant,  manufacturer.  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1809,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Pocpionock,  Groton,  New  London  Co.,  Con- 
necticut. 

Governor  Smith  descended  from  Puritan  stock, 
his  parents  being  Amos  Denison  and  Priscilla 
(iMitchell)  Smith,  descendants  of  the  pioneers  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  The  Smiths 
possessed  sterling  qualities  and  earnest  piety.  Some 
of  them  were  prominent  members  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  on  Fort  Hill.  The  Governor’s 
father  was  a sea  captain,  and  occupied  the  farm 
which  had  be^n  in  the  possession  of  his  ancestors 
from  the  settlement  of  the  town,  in  1650.  His 
mother  was  a direct  descendant  of  Priscilla  Mullins, 
of  “Mayflower”  fame,  the  heroine  of  Longfellow’s 
poem  the  “Courtship  of  Miles  Standish.” 

W’hen  but  a lad  of  thirteen  years  James  Y. 
Smith  left  his  father’s  farm  to  become  a clerk  in 
a store  at  Salem,  Conn.,  and  three  years  later  be- 
came manager  of  the  business  of  his  employer. 
His  next  experience  was  as  an  associate  of  his 
brother,  Amos  D.  Smith,  who  was  then  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  in  Providence  with  Mr. 
James  Aborn.  The  brothers  withdrew  from  the 
business  in  1828  and  in  1830  James  Y.  formed  a 
partnership  in  the  lumber  trade  with  a nephew  of 
Mr.  Aborn,  the  Arm  style  becoming  Aborn  & Smith. 
Seven  years  later,  in  1837,  Mr.  Smith  became  sole 
proprietor  of  the  business,  which  in  the  meantime 
had  increased  to  large  proportions.  On  the  with- 
drawal from  the  former  firm  in  1828  of  ]\Ir.  Amos 
D.  Smith  the  latter  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the 
town  of  Johnston,  this  State.  James  Y.,  on  be- 
coming sole  proprietor  of  the  business  of  Aborn  & 


Smith,  in  1837,  began  investing  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  goods,  and  in  1843  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  lumber  business  and  became  associated  with 
his  brother,  they  forming  a partnership  under  the 
name  of  A.  D.^&  J.  Y.  Smith,  and  buying  mills 
at  Willimantic,  Conn.,  and  Woonsocket  and  Provi- 
dence, R.  1.  In  1862  Mr.  J.  Y.  Smith  retired  from 
this  firm  to  carry  on  business  in  his  own  name, 
and  after  the  Civil  war  organized  the  James  Y. 
Smith  Manufacturing  Company  and  built  a mill 
for  manufacturing  shirtings  at  Elmwood,  Cranston 
(now  a part  of  Providence).  In  1866  and  1873 
his  sons-in-law,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Nichols  and  Gen. 
Horatio  Rogers,  were  admitted  to  the  firm  and  the 
style  became  James  Y.  Smith,  Nichols  & Rogers. 

Mr.  Smith  was  active  and  conspicuous  in  public 
life.  He  was  for  several  years  a member  of  the 
State  Assembly,  and  was  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  Providence  in  i855"56-  1861  he  was  nomi- 

nated by  his  party — the  Republican — for  governor, 
but  was  defeated,  the  Democrats  and  disaffected 
Republicans  uniting  to  elect  William  Sprague.  He 
was  again'  a candidate  for  governor  in  1864  and 
again  was  opposed,  chiefly  because  he  would  not 
commit  himself  to  any  candidate  for  United  States 
senatorship,  but  was  elected,  and  in  1865  was  re- 
elected by  a majority  from  every  town  and  ward 
in  the  State,  a case  without  a parallel  in  the  history 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  probably  of  any  other  State 
in  the  Union.  Governor  Smith’s  course  during  his 
administration  was  that  of  a sagacious  and  un- 
compromising patriot.  He  contributed  largely  from 
his  private  fortune  to  aid  the  national  government, 
and  succeeded  in  filling  all  the  quotas  of  the  State 
by  voluntary  enlistment,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  a draft. 

After  his  administration  as  Governor,_  through 
the  rest  of  his  life  he  was  in  active  service  on  be- 
half of  his  fellow  citizens,  on  school  committees, 
boards  of  charitable  societies,  commissions  under 
the  city  government  and  the  like.  He  was  for  three 
years  president  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of  a bank 
of  discount  and  of  two  savings  banks ; a director  in 
eight  insurance  companies,  also  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  several,  and  a director  of  the  Providence  & 
Worcester  and  the  New  York  and  New  England 
Railroad  Companies.  Of  Governor  Smith  it  is  said : 
“Eew  public  men  have  been  as  highly  honored  dur- 
ing their  lifetime  or  followed  to  the  grave  with  as 
sincere  lamentation  by  rich  and  poor  alike.’ 

On  Aug.  13,  1835,  Governor  Smith  was  married 
to  Emily,  daughter  of  Thomas  Brown,  of  Provi- 
dence, proprietor  of  extensive  cotton  mills  at  Scitu- 
ate,  R.  I.  Their  only  son,  Thomas  B.,  died  in 
childhood.  Their  daughters  were  : (i)  Isabelle  B. 

married  Mr.  Charles  A.  Nichols  (now  deceased) 
and  is  a resident  of  Providence.  They  had  chil- 
dren : Isabelle,  now  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Binney,  of 
Philadelphia;  James  Y.  S.,  who  died  in  1903;  and 
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Edith.  (2)  Emily  P.  married  Gen.  Horatio 
Rogers,  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of 
Rhode  Island,  now  deceased.  They  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Emily  P.  S. 

CLARENCE  TRIPP  GARDNER,  M.  A.,  M. 
D.,  who  passed  away  May  23,  1907,  was  one  of  the 
eminent  physicians  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  over 
forty  years  maintained  a successful  practice  in 
Providence  and  the  surrounding  territory. 

Dr.  Gardner  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  New  England,  being  a representative  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Gardner,  who 
came  over  in  1624,  from  Dorsetshire,  England,  near 
which  the  name  had  flourished  for  more  than  three 
centuries,  and  he  settled  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Dorchester  Company  and  Rev.  John  White,  with 
thirteen  others,  at  Gloucester,  Cape  Ann,  upon  the 
grant  of  Lord  Sheffield  to  Robert  Cushman  and 
Edward  Winslow,  made  in  January  of  that  year. 
i\Ir.  Gardner  was  overseer  of  the  plantation,  John 
Tylley  of  the  fisheries,  Robert  Conant  being  soon 
afterward  appointed  governor.  Not  realizing  the 
success  they  anticipated  in  founding  a colony,  they 
removed  in  1626  to  Naumkeag  or  Salem,  which 
continued  to  be  the  home  of  iMr.  Gardner  and  his 
descendants  down  to  the  last  century. 

Thomas  Gardner  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Salem  and  an  original  member  of  the  Eirst 
Church.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1637,  and  in 
that  year  served  as  deputy.  During  the  next  few 
years  he  had  various  grants  of  land  at  Salem,  and 
served  in  various  public  official  capacities.  By  his 
wives  Margaret  Trier  ami  Damaris  Shattuck  he 
had : Thomas,  George,  Richard,  John,  Samuel, 
Joseph,  Sarah,  Seth  and  Miriam.  Of  these  Joseph 
commanded  the  Salem  Company  in  King  Philip’s 
war,  and  was  commended  for  his  courage  by  his- 
torians ; he  was  killed  in  the  great  Narragansett 
swamp  fight,  in  December,  1675.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Emanuel,  and  sister  of  the  celebrated 
Sir  George  Downing,  one  of  the  earliest  graduates 
of  Harvard  College,  and  after  whom  Downing 
street  in  London  was  named.  His  widow  married 
Governor  Bradstreet.  Richard  Gardner,  third  son 
of  Thomas  of  Salem,  with  three  of  his  children 
removed  to  Nantucket,  where  more  were  born  to 
him.  His  eldest  daughter,  Sarah,  became  the  wife 
of  Eleazer  Eolger,  brother  of  Dr.  Eranklin’s 
mother.  Some  of  his  descendants  intermarried 
with  the  Coffins,  Macys,  Starbucks  and  other  well- 
known  names  of  the  sea-girt  isle,  greatly  multiply- 
ing and  continuing  prosperous  down  to  our  own 
time. 

It  is  with  some  of  the  posterity  of  this  Richard 
Gardner  of  Nantucket  that  this  article  is  to  deal, 
namely,  the  Rehoboth-Pawtucket-Providence 
branch,  which  includes  such  well-known,  substantial 
heads  of  families  in  successive  generations  as  the 
late  Hon.  Johnson  Gardner,  M.  D.,  long  one  of  the 
prominent  public  men  in  both  Massachusetts  and 


Rhode  Island,  and  as  well  the  leading  physician 
through  the  earlier  i)art  of  the  nineteenth  century 
of  Providence  and  vicinity;  his  sons,  the  late  Hon. 
John  A.  Gardner,  lawyer,  legislator  and  United 
States  district  attorney  for  Rhode  Island ; Walter 
Scott  Gardner,  manufacturer,  of  Pawtucket ; and 
the  late  Clarence  Tripp  Gardner,  ]\I.  D.,  long  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Providence. 

In  the  genealogy  that  follows  the  order  is 
chronological,  the  Roman  numerals  designating  the 
generations  from  the  American  ancestors. 

(I)  Thomas  Gardner,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  foregoing. 

(H)  Richard  Gardner,  of  Salem  and  Nan- 
tucket, Mass.,  son  of  Thomas,  married  in  1652 
Sarah  Shattuck,  born  in  1632,  and  was  a resident 
of  Salem  from  1643  to  1666.  Then,  he  and  wife 
being  excommunicated  for  attending  Quaker  meet- 
ing, he  repaired  to  Nantucket  to  spend  the  rest  of 
his  life.  In  1673  he  and  his  brother  John  were  sent 
as  messengers  from  the  governor  of  New  York 
to  the  people  of  Nantucket,  with  instructions  as  to 
the  form  of  government  for  the  island,  etc.  He 
died  Jan.  23,  1688,  and  his  widow  passed  away  in 
1724.  Their  children  were:  Richard,  born  in  1653; 
Joseph;  Sarah;  Deborah;  Damaris,  born  in  1662; 
James,  born  Aug.  (or  ^lay)  19,  1664;  Miriam, 
born  in  1665;  Nathaniel,  born  in  1669;  Hope,  born 
in  1669;  and  Love,  born  in  1672. 

(HI)  James  Gardner,  son  of  Richard,  born 
May  (or  Aug.)  19,  1664,  married  (first)  Mary 
Starbuck ; (second)  Rachel  Brown,  widow  of  John 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Priscilla  (Grafton)  Gard- 
ner; (third)  Patience  Harker,  widow  of  Ebenezer 
and  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Morrill)  Eolger; 
and  (fourth)  Mary  Pinkham,  widow  of  Richard, 
and  daughter  of  James  and  iSIary  (Severance) 
Coffin.  Mr.  Gardner  was  a resident*  of  Nantucket. 
He  died  June  i,  1723,  and  his  widow  Mary  passed 
away  Eeb.  i,  1741.  His  children,  all  born  to  the 
first  marriage  save  the  last  named,  were : Samuel ; 
Elizabeth;  Jethro;  Mehetabel,  born  in  1693;  Barna- 
bas, born  in  1695;  Jonathan,  born  in  1696;  and 
James  (born  to  the  third  wife). 

(IV)  James  Gardner  (2),  son  of  James,  mar- 
ried Sept.  I,  1724,  Susannah  Gardner,  born  in 
1706,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail  (Coffin) 
Gardner.  He  died  April  10,  1776,  and  she  passed 
away  June  9,  1781.  Their  children  were:  Rachel, 
born  May  29,  1725;  Eliphalet,  born  Oct.  17,  1726; 
Deborah,  born  Aug.  16,  1728;  Benjamin,  born  Sept. 
25,  1732;  Susan;  Mehetabel,  born  April  i,  1738; 
and  James,  born  Eeb.  17,  1745. 

(V)  James  Gardner  (3),  son  of  James  (2), 
born  Feb.  17,  1745,  married  (first)  Jan.  24,  1771, 
Prudence  Case,  he  reported  then  of  Swansea  and 
she  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  their  children  of  Reho- 
both  town  record  were : Martha,  born  Jan.  19, 
1772;  Sarah,  June  15,  1775;  iMary,  June  5,  1776; 
Marev,  Feb.  28.  tt'S:  Prnder''e.  Feb.  17,  1780; 
and  James  Sweet,  March  8,  1782.  By  his  second 
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wife,  Susannah,  James  Gardner  had,  according  to 
Rehoboth  town  records,  children  as  follows : Am- 
brose, born  Jan.  25,  1795;  Susan,  Oct.  16,  1797; 
and  Johnson,  Nov.  22,  1799. 

(VI)  Johnson  Gardner,  son  of  James  (3), 
born  Nov.  22,  1799,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married 
June  8,  1829,  Phebe  Lawton  Sisson,  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  only  child  of  Aaron  Sisson,  Dr.  Gardner  being 
then  of  North  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  the  officiating 
minister  was  Rev.  James  O.  Barney.  To  the  mar- 
riage came  children  as  follows:  John  Aaron,  born 
April  10,  1830,  is  mentioned  below ; Eleanor  Phebe, 
born  Feb.  4,  1832,  married  Joseph  H.  Bourn,  and 
died  in  Providence;  Josephine  Amelia,  born  Oct.  7, 
1833,  married  Lyman  B.  Frieze,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence ; Ruth  Almy,  born  Feb.  19,  1836,  died  April 
20,  1845;  Adalaide  Victoria,  born  Jan.  i,  1838, 
died  April  27,  1845  ; Walter  Scott  was  born  Sept. 
9,  1839;  Leonora  Susan,  born  Nov.  29,  1842,  mar- 
ried Richard  Grinnell,  and  died  in  New  Bedford, 
Mass.;  Clarence  Tripp,  born  Oct.  24,  1844,  is  men- 
tioned below.  The  first  four  of  these  children  were 
born  in  North  Providence,  and  the  others  in  that 
part  of  Seekonk,  Mass.,  which  later  became  East 
Providence. 

Johnson  Gardner  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
and  there  in  early  life  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of  Providence.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  entered  the  medical  department  of 
Brown  University,  and  was  graduated  therefrom 
in  1824.  After  graduation  he  furthered  his  medical 
studies  with  Dr.  Levi  Wheaton,  at  Providence, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  He  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1826,  in  Providence, 
and  from  that  time  on  until  the  early  forties  he 
wa:s  one  of  the  most  successful  and  prominent 
physicians  in  the  town.  In  about  1842  he  removed 
to  Seekonk  (now  East  Providence),  where  he  de- 
voted considerable  time  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  became  a prominent  member  and  for  a time 
president  of  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, and  as  well  became  active  and  prominent  in 
political  affairs.  He  was  a lifelong  Democrat.  He 
was  several  times  chosen  a member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts House  of  Representatives  and  also  served 
as  a member  of  the  State  Senate.  He  was  chosen 
a member  of  the  governor's  council  in  1852,  serving 
during  the  administration  of  Governor  Boutwell. 
Subsequently  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  as  one  of  three  com- 
missioners to  settle  the  local  boundary  line  between 
that  State  and  Rhode  Island,  and  his  report  was 
given  the  preference.  In  the  winter  of  1853-54 
Dr.  Gardner  returned  to  Pawtucket.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1861,  he  was  appointed 
examining  surgeon  of  recruits,  by  President  Lin- 
coln and  Gov.  James  Y.  Smith,  and  opened  an 
office  on  Benefit  street.  Providence.  He  continued 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  position  until  re- 
cruiting closed,  and  also  through  these  years  en- 


joyed considerable  practice.  Some  two  or  three 
years  after  the  war  closed,  owing  to  failing  health, 
he  relinquished  his  practice  in  Providence  and  re- 
turned to  Pawtucket,  and  there  died  Dec.  12,  1869. 

Dr.  Gardner  was  an  honored  member  of  the 
State  and  local  medical  societies  wherever  he  was 
located,  and  at  his  death  suitable  resolutions  were 
passed  by  these  societies.  He  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Rhode 
Island,  rounded  out  his  threescore  and  ten  years, 
and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  both  Rhode 
Island  and  Massachusetts,  and  he  was  always  noted 
for  his  politeness,  geniality  and  courtesy. 

The  sons  of  Dr.  Gardner  have  followed  in  his 
footsteps,  have  filled  useful  positions  in  society, 
and  have  been  honored  citizens  of  the  State. 

(VII)  Hon.  John  Aaron  Gardner,  eldest  son 
of  the  Doctor,  was  a native  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
where  his  birth  occurred  April  10,  1830.  He  was 
prepared  for  college  in  the  University  Grammar 
School  at  Providence,  then  under  Messrs.  Merrick 
and  Emory  Lyon,  and  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1852.  He  decided  upon  a profes- 
sional career,  and  for  a time  studied  medicine,  but 
soon  changed  to  the  law,  becoming  a student  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  Wingate  Hayes.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island  in  1855,  from  which 
year  until  1865  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  State.  In  1866-67  was  a repre- 
sentative from  Providence  in  the  Rhode  Island 
House  of  Representatives.  He  was  for  some  four 
years  the  legal  adviser  of  Alessrs.  A.  & W.  Sprague. 
In  1871,  during  Grant’s  administration,  he  was 
elected  United  States  district  attorney,  succeeding 
in  that  office  his  former  preceptor,  the  Hon.  Win- 
gate Hayes,  and  he  held  the  office  for  a period  of 
six  years  and  with  fidelity  to  the  government  and 
honor  to  himself.  Resigning  this  office  in  1877, 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  the  law.  Mr. 
Gardner  died  in  Providence,  iMarch  26,  1879,  Lav- 
ing behind  him  “a  good  and  honored  name  among 
his  professional  brethren  and  his  clients,  for  his 
legal  knowledge  and  his  cautious  and  patient 
method  of  investigating  his  legal  cases,  for  his 
high  sense  of  professional  obligation,  and  sincerity 
and  integrity.” 

In  1855  Mr.  Gardner  was  married  to  JMary 
Anna,  daughter  of  John  A.  Field,  of  Providence. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Gertrude,  daughter 
of  William  E.  Bowen,  of  Philadelphia,  who  sur- 
vives him  and  is  a resident  of  Providence.  To  the 
marriage  of  John  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Field)  Gardner 
were  born  children  as  follows : Sophie  L.,  who 
married  Rathbone  Gardner,  of  Providence,  and  has 
two  children,  Henry  W.  and  Marianna  Field;  Mari- 
anna Field,  who  married  William  B.  Waterman, 
and  died  in  Providence,  leaving  three  children,  Har- 
old G.,  Edith  and  William  B. ; and  Howard  I., 
who  married  Maria  L.  Almy,  and  is  engaged  as  a 
cloth  and  yarn  broker  at  Providence.  By  his  mar- 
riage with  Gertrude  Bowen,  John  A.  Gardner  had 
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two  sons:  Thomas  Kirtley,  of  New  York,  vice- 
president  of  the  Globe  Lithographing  Company, 
married  Emma  R.  Burges,  and  has  had  two  chil- 
dren, Harriet  Burges  and  Thomas  Kirtley,  Jr., 
the  latter  being  deceased ; John  A.,  a resident  of 
New  York,  is  also  connected  with  the  Globe  Litho- 
graphing Company. 

(VIl)  Dr.  Clarence  Tripp  Gardner  was  born 
Oct.  24,  1844,  in  that  part  of  Seekonk  which  now 
forms  a part  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.  He  attended 
common  school  in  his  native  town  until  he  was  nine 
years  of  age,  when  the  family  removed  to  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
Grove  street  grammar  school  and  the  Pawtucket 
high  school.  In  i860,  when  only  in  his  sixteenth 
year,  he  entered  Brown  University,  but  his  studies 
were  interrupted  by  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
war,  in  1861,  when  he  joined  the  ist  Rhode  Island 
Detached  IMilitia,  under  Colonel  Burnside,  and  went 
to  the  defense  o'f  Washington.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service  (three  months)  he  immedi- 
ately re-enlisted,  joining  the  3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy 
Artillerv,  in  which  he  was  made  first  sergeant.  He 
was  promoted,  July  8,  1862,  to  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant ; was  soon  afterward  promoted  to^  first 
lieutenant  and  transferred  to  Battery  B,  ist  United 
States  Artillery,  which  for  a time  he  commanded, 
resigning  from  the  service  Oct.  24,  1863.  On  re- 
tiring from  the  army  he  immediately  entered  Har- 
vard Medical  School,  where  he  remained  until  the 
autumn  of  1864,  when,  as  acting  assistant  surgeon, 
he  again  entered  the  United  States  service,  under 
a call  for  twenty  assistant  surgeons  from  Harvard 
JMedical  School.  In  this  capacity  he  was  assigned 
to  the  Light  Artillery  Brigade,  of  the  25th  Army 
Corps,  under  Captain  Langdon,  of  the  ist  United 
States  Artillery.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  the  x\rmy  of  the  James,  and  the  De- 
partment of  the  South.  In  the  course  of  his  mili- 
tary service  he  participated  in  many  engagements, 
among  which  were  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
Port  Royal,  James  Island,  siege  of  Pulaski,  Morris 
Island,  Port  Wagner,  Fort  Gregg,  Fort  Sumter, 
Petersburg  and  Appomattox  Court  House.  He  was 
finally  mustered  out  of  the  service  May  4,  1865, 
and  in  the  following  fall  re-entered  Harvard  Medi- 
cal School,  graduating  in  1866  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  1872  he  was  commissioned 
surgeon  of  the  ist  Light  Infantry  Regiment  of 
Providence,  which  position  he  occupied  for  four 
years,  until  1877,  after  which  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  honorary  staff. 

Dr.  Gardner  was  established  jn  Providence 
throughout  the  long  period  of  his  professional 
career.  It  was  evident  from  the  beginning  that  the 
practice  of  medicine  was  his  natural  vocation,  and 
he  soon  won  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  prac- 
titioners as  well  as  of  his  patients,  retaining  both 
to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was  for^  years  con- 
sulting surgeon  to  St.  Joseph’s  hospital,  having 
made  considerable  of  a specialty  of  surgery,  in 


which  line  he  ranked  among  the  foremost  of  the 
State,  and  in  which,  during  his  last  years,  he  was 
ably  assisted  by  his  son,  who  represents  the  third 
generation  of  the  family  in  the  profession.  From 
1866,  the  year  of  his  graduation.  Dr.  Gardner  was 
a member  of  both  the  Providence  Medical  Associ- 
ation and  the  Rhode  Island  State  Medical  Society, 
in  both  of  which  organizations  he  was  recognized 
as  a leading  spirit.  He  served  for  some  time  as 
secretary  of  the  former,  and  was  for  one  year — • 
from  March  2,  1874 — president  of  the  latter.  He 
also  belonged  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

As  a diagnostician,  Dr.  Gardner  had  few  equals, 
and  for  this  reason  his  opinions  were  found  of  the 
highest  value,  both  in  the  hospitals  and  in  private 
practice.  Among  his  most  noticeable  characteristics 
of  mind  were  his  extraordinary  quickness  of  per- 
ception, his  readiness  in  analysis,  his  strong  memory 
and  sound  judgment.  After  more  than  forty  years’ 
labor  among  the  sick  in  Providence,  both  in  the 
homes  of  our  citizens  and  the  hospitals,  his  services 
were  in  constant  demand,  in  all  cases  6f  a critical 
and  complicated  nature.  He  was  well  fitted  by 
nature  for  his  chosen  profession,  his  genial  dispo- 
sition, cheerful  address  and  faithful  attention  to 
patients,  tending  not  only  to  gain  confidence  but 
also  to  win  love,  and  instill  a feeling  of  safety. 
As  a general  practitioner  of  medicine  he  wielded 
an  influence  as  widely  felt  by  his  contemporaries, 
lay  and  professional  alike,  as  that  exercised  by  any 
member  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  State.  His 
generous  treatment  of  his  brother  physicians  made 
him  much  sought  after  in  consultations.  A strict 
observer  of  professional  ethics,  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  brethren  as  a physician  and  as  a 
man. 

One  who  knew  Dr.  Gardner  from  the  time  he 
began  practice  said  of  his  relations  to  other  physi- 
cians : ‘T  never  heard  him  utter  one  word  of  de- 
traction or  disparagement  of  a brother  practitioner” 
— a most  generous  and  highly  commendable  course. 
Few  if  any  practitioners  in  Providence  had  so  ex- 
tensive a list  of  patrons,  and  the  ability  to  make 
and  receive  so  great  a number  of  visits  daily,  a 
business  which  he  conducted  systematically  both 
abroad  and  in  consulting  hours,  in  a modest  and 
quiet  manner.  His  practice  was  not  only  one  of 
the  most  extensive,  but  one  of  the  most  desirable, 
including  many  of  the  best  families  in  the  State. 
During  the  closing  years  of  his  life,  though 
hampered  by  illness,  he  continued  his  labors  with 
unabated  devotion,  attending  to  his  practice  until 
a week  or  ten  days  before  his  death.  Though  he 
had  been  aware  for  some  time  that  the  end  was 
approaching  steadily  he  continued  his  duties  with 
unfailing  cheerfulness,  though  in  the  early  part  of 
1907  he  sought  relief  in  a trip  to  the  South,  where 
he  remained  two  months.  He  was  disappointed  in 
the  results,  however,  returning  in  poorer  health, 
and  from  that  time  failed  gradually  until,  about 
the  middle  of  ]\Iay,  he  was  persuaded  to  try  com- 
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plete  rest  at  his  summer  home  at  Seaconnet.  His 
son  accompanied  him,  both  as  companion  and  medi- 
cal attendant,  and  it  was  hoped  that  his  energies 
would  revive  in  the  invigorating  air  of  the  seaside, 
but  the  veteran  practitioner,  having  laid  down  his 
work,  succumbed  within  a few  days.  The  Provi- 
dence Journal  of  May  24th  commented  upon  his 
death  as  follows  in  its  editorial  columns : 

“For  twoscore  years  Dr.  Clarence  T.  Gardner 
has  practiced  medicine  in  Providence  with  dis- 
tinguished success,  and  his  exceptional  ability  has 
been  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  our  leading  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  who  have  constantly  sought 
his  aid  and  counsel  in  critical  cases.  The  part  that 
such  a man  plays  in  our  domestic  life  is  fully  ap- 
preciated by  all  thoughtful  persons.  Rarely  has 
the  physician’s  responsibility  to  the  community  been 
more  succinctly  stated  than  it  was  last  year  by  Dr. 
Gardner  himself  when  he  was  referring  to  the  then 
closing  life-work  of  Dr.  J.  W.  C.  Ely.  His  pro- 
fessional ideals  were  high,  and  hundreds  of  homes 
will  miss  the  keen  diagnosis,  the  skillful  treatment 
and  the  encouraging  confidence  that  he  brought 
to  the  sick  chamber.  'For  several  years  he  has 
known  of  his  own  serious  physical  ailments,  but  he 
has  kept  to  his  beloved  calling  as  steadily  as  his 
health  would  permit.  It  is  drawing  no  invidious 
comparison  to  pay  tribute  to  his  memory  as  one  of 
the  State’s  able  sons,  whose  ministrations  entitled 
him  to  rank  at  the  very  front  of  our  physicians  and 
surgeons.” 

The  Doctor  was  a member  of  the  University 
Club.  In  1891,  by  special  vote.  Brown  University 
granted  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  which  he  had 
sacrificed  to  enter  the  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  a self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
term.  He  obtained  his  start  in  life  by  his  own 
accumulations,  and  what  was  his  from  other  sources 
than  his  earnings  came  at  a time  when  his  own  in- 
come had  long  been  an  ample  one. 

On  Alay  13,  1862,  Dr.  Gardner  married  Mary 
Frances  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Julia 
(Bourn)  Hawkins,  of  Pawtucket;  she  died  April 
14,  1898,  aged  fifty-three  years.  They  had  one 
child,  Clarence  Howard,  born  in  Pawtucket,  Oct. 
28,  1864,  who  attended  the  public  schools  and  the 
famous  Alowry  & Gofif  English  and  Classical  School, 
at  Providence,  and  after  leaving  school  ^)egan  the 
study  of  medicine  with  his  father.  Later  he  entered 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Aledical 
College,  and  after  graduating  therefrom,  served  as 
interne  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  for  two 
years ; he  then  located  at  Providence,  with  his 
father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  practice 
until  the  latter’s  death.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Hope  and  University  Clubs. 

Dr.  Gardner’s  numerous  interests  were  mostly 
of  a professional  nature  but  he  found  time  for  other 
things  also,  and  public  questions  which  he  con- 
sidered vital  received  his  unstinted  encouragement 
and  support.  He  was  one  of  the  active  members 


of  the  Home  Telephone  Company  of  Rhode  Island, 
organized  not  long  before  his  death,  and  served  as 
vice-president.  But  he  never  took  any  part  in  poli- 
tics, in  that  respect  differing  from  most  of  his 
family,  who  were  prominently  identified  with  such 
affairs.  He  was  very  proud  of  his  beautiful  sum- 
mer home  at  Seaconnet,  in  the  selection  of  which 
he  was  led  by  his  fondness  for  hunting  and  fishing 
— his  favorite  recreations,  for  which  many  opportu- 
nities are  to  be  found  in  the  estate  and  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity. 

REUBEN  ALDRIDGE  GUILD,  A.  M.  LL. 
D.  (deceased),  of  Providence,  was  born  May  4, 
1822,  at  West  Dedham,  now  Westwood,  Mass., 
the  son  of  Reuben  and  Olive  (Morse)  Guild,  and 
a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
Guild,  who  came  to  America  in  1636,  and  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Dedham ; from  whom 
his  descent  is  through  Samuel  Guild  (1647-1730) 
and  Mary  (Woodcock),  Ensign  Nathaniel  (1678- 
1774)  and  Mehetabel,  Major  Aaron  (1728-1818) 
(prominent  and  active  through  the  Revolution, 
serving  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  councils  at 
home,  member  of  Committee  of  Safety,  etc.)  and 
Annah  (Coney),  Joel  (1765-1842)  and  Hannah 
(Weatherbee),  and  Reuben  Guild  (1793-1882)  and 
Olive  (Morse)  Guild. 

Reuben  Aldridge  Guild  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Day’s  Academy  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and 
at  what  is  now  the  Worcester  Academy,  teaching 
some  himself  during  his  preparatory  course.  He 
was  graduated  from  Brown  University  A.  B.  in 
1847.  After  this  event  he  was  assistant  librarian 
of  Brown  University  from  September,  1847,  i-intil 
March.  1848,  when  he  became  librarian,  a relation 
he  sustained  until  1803,  a continuous  service  of 
forty-six  years,  excepting  a few  days  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  his  son,  in  1876,  and  a short  period 
in  the  autumn  of  1877,  when  he  visited  England 
and  Scotland,  examining  the  great  libraries  of 
Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Oxford,  Cambridge  and 
London,  and  attending  the  International  Confer- 
ence of  Librarians  held  in  London.  From  1893 
until  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Librarian  Emer- 
itus. 

Dr.  Guild  was  instrumental  in  connection  with 
the  late  Gen.  Charles  B.  Norton  in  calling  the  first 
librarians’  convention  ever  known  to  be  held  in  the 
world’s  history.  It  met  in  New  York  in  Septem- 
ber, 1853.  He  was  one  of  a committee  of  three  to 
memorialize  Congress  to  prepare  under  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  a Librarian’s  Manual. 

Dr.  Guild  was  a member  of  the  common  council 
of  Providence  for  seven  years,  and  of  the  school 
committee  for  fifteen  years,  serving  most  of  the 
time  as  secretary.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Brown 
University  Alumni  Association  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  president  and  essayist  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Convention  for  seventeen 
years ; secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist  Edu- 
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cation  Society  from  1850  to  1855.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizens’  Historical  Associ- 
ation, of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Essex  Institute  of  Salem, 
Hass.,  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  of  the 
Library  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  of  the  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Histori- 
cal Society,  and  held  membership  and  office  in 
many  other  organizations.  In  1862  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Relief  in  Providence, 
which  expended  about  $400,000  in  aiding  families 
of  volunteer  soldiers.  He  devised  all  the  details  of 
the  system  followed  by  this  committee. 

Dr.  Guild  was  secretary  of  the  preliminary 
meetings  held  in  Providence  in  1871-72,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a free  public  library.  For  some 
time  before  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Old  Men’s  Home,  to  which  he 
was  a frequent  visitor,  giving  comfort  and  cheer 
to  the  inmates.  He  was  for  many  years  an  active 
Mason,  being  a member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge  and 
of  St.  John’s  Commandery  of  Providence,  serving 
for  a time  as  Chaplain.  He  was  the  first  editor  of 
“The  Freemason’s  Repository,”  and  his  Masonic 
writings  place  him  in  the  list  of  distinguished  Ma- 
sonic historians.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  from  its  first  meeting  in 
Philadelphia  in  1876;  of  the  Council  of  the  first 
International  Conference  of  Librarians,  London, 
in  1877,  being  later  a non-resident  lecturer  of 
the  Library  School ; of  the  Advisory  Council  of  the 
World’s  Congress  Auxiliary  of  the  Columbian  Ex- 
position in  1893,  on  a Congress  of  Librarians, 
ranking  as  an  honorary  and  corresponding  member 
of  the  Auxiliary. 

At  the  Denver  conference  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association,  in  1895,  he  was  elected  to  hon- 
orary membership  by  virtue  of  a vote  carried  elect- 
ing to  such  membership  all  surviving  members  of 
the'  famous  library  convention  of  1853.  A few  days 
before  his  death  he  received  the  following  telegram 
from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  dated  May  10,  1899:  "The 
American  Library  Association,  in  conference  at  At- 
lanta, sends  grateful  remembrances  to  an  honored 
pioneer,”  a fitting  recognition  of  his  life’s  interest 
in  library  work. 

Dr.  Guild  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
in  course.  In  1874  Shurtleff  College  conferred  on 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  Dr. 
Guild  published  much  in  the  form  of  addresses, 
sketches,  essays  and  reports,  both  separately  and  as 
contributions  to  periodicals.  In  the  Historical  Cata- 
logue of  Brown  University,  1896,  thirty-three  titles 
are  given.  His  most  important  books  were : “Libra- 
rian’s Manual,”  1858;  “Life,  Times  and  Corre- 
spondence of  James  Manning,  and  the  Early  His- 
tory of  Brown  University,”  1864;  “History  of 
Brown  University,  with  Illustrative  Documents,” 
1867;  “Early  History  of  Brown  University,”  1897. 
This  last  work  he  dedicated  to  the  Alumni  of 


Brown  University.  He  wrote  for  the  Providence 
Journal  the  Necrology  of  Brown  University  for 
1891-92. 

Dr.  Guild  was  reared  a Unitarian.  He  was  bap- 
tized April  5,  1840,  and  received  as  a member  of 
the  Baldwin  Place  Baptist  Church,  Boston.  In  1840 
he  left  mercantile  life,  on  which  he  had  entered  as 
a clerk,  and  began  his  studies  with  the  ministry  in 
view.  In  1850  he  transferred  his  membership  to 
the  hirst  Baptist  Church  of  Providence.  In  No- 
vember, 1855,  he  became  a constituent  member  of 
the  Brown  Street  Baptist  Church,  which  in  April, 
1878,  united  with  the  Third  Baptist  Church  to 
form  the  Union  Baptist  Church.  In  September, 
1893,  he  returned  to  the  First  Baptist  Church.  He 
was  active  in  the  work  of  the  church,  and  for  many 
years  in  the  Sunday-school.  He  had  a simple, 
firm,  religious  faith,  which  fortified  and  comforted 
him  in  life,  gave  him  a mission  of  blessing  to 
others,  and  strengthened  him  to  meet  the  final 
hour. 

Dr.  Guild  was  justly  proud  of  the  library  which 
had  grown  under  his  devoted  care  from  a small 
collection  of  books  into  large  dimensions,  with  in- 
creasing hopes  for  the  future.  He  loved  the  col- 
lege, he  believed  in  it,  he  loved  his  colleagues  in 
the  faculty  and  the  undergraduates  who  daily  re- 
sorted to  him  for  advice  or  a word  of  encourasre- 
ment. 

Lew  men  in  the  history  of  Brown  University 
have  served  it  so  long,  so  faithfully,  so  loyally,  so 
usefully,  as  he. 

On  Dec.  17,  1849,  Dr.  Guild  married  at  Provi- 
dence Jane  Clififord  Hunt,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Nancy  (Lincoln)  Hunt,  who  survived  him.  Four 
children  survive:  Jenny  Clifford,  wife  of  George 
Henry  Coffin,  Esq.  (B.  U.,  1870)  ; Georgiana 

Guild ; Olive  Lincoln  Guild,  and  Reuben  Lawrence 
Guild.  One  son,  Charles  Hunt  Guild,  died  in  1865, 
in  his  fifth  year ; and  another,  Samuel  Aldridge 
Guild,  died  in  1876,  in  his  eighteenth  year.  Dr. 
Guild  died  May  13,  1899,  at  his  home  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  aged  seventy-seven  years  and  nine 
days.  [Nec.  Brown  University,  1899;  Proceedings 
Antiquarian  Society;  Guild  Genealogy.] 

DAVID  C.  MOULTON.  In  the  death  of 
David  Carpenter  Moulton,  of  Providence,  which 
occurred  on  Nov.  26,  1905,  there  passed  away  one 
of  the  esteemed  and  substantial  men  of  the  city, 
who,  beginning  life  a poor  boy,  climbed  the  ladder 
of  success  by  dint  of  perseverance,  boundless 
energy  and  well-directed  effort. 

Mr.  Moulton  descended  from  good  old  New 
England  ancestry,  being  in  the  seventh  generation 
of  descent  from  John  Moulton,  who  came  from 
Norfolk  County,  England,  to  Newbury,  Mass.,  in 
1637,  the  line  to  him  being  through  Samuel  S., 
Jacob  S.,  General  Jonathan,  Jacob,  John  (2)  and 
John.  He  also  descended  from  the  old  Bachiler 
family  of  New  Hampshire,  an  ancestor  being  the 
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Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler,  immortalized  by  Whittier 
in  his  ‘AVreck  of  the  Rivermouth.”  Another  an- 
cestor was  Colonel  Prescott. 

^ General  Jonathan  Moulton,  David  C.’s  great- 
grandfather, was  a resident  of  Hampton,  N.  H., 
where  the  family  was  an  old,  numerous  and  promi- 
nent one.  General  Moulton  enlisted  from  Hampton 
for  service  in  the  Colonial  army,  became  Colonel 
of  a regiment,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Saratoga.  After  the  war  he  became  a general  in 
the  local  militia. 

Samuel  Smith  Moulton,  father  of  David  C., 
was  a cabinet  maker,  and  was  born  in  Hampton. 
In  1838,  he  removed  to  ^Manchester,  N.  H.,  where 
the  large  mills  were  just  commencing  operations, 
and  there  resided  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  wife  was 
Betsey  Marden,  and  they  had  four  sons  and  one 
daughter ; of  this  family  David  C.  was  the  last  sur- 
vivor. Of  the  other  children,  Eliza  Ann,  born 
Feb.  20,  1821,  died  Nov.  22,  1887;  she  married 
April  12,  1840,  Reed  P.  Silver,  at  one  time  a resi- 
dent of  Providence,  and  two  daughters  survive : 
Nella  Ardella  Silver  (born  June  7,  1861,  married 
Elvoid  G.  Chamberlin,  Nov.  20,  1883,  and  bas  one 
daughter,  Ardella  Silver  Chamberlin,  born  Feb.  22, 
1886)  and  Lizzie  Frances  Silver  (born  Aug.  12, 
1864,  married  May  18,  1887,  Edgar  Ansel  Drew, 
who  died  Feb.  5,  1906,  and  their  daughter,  Gladys 
Pauline  Drew,  was  born  April  18,  1891).  John 
Calvin,  born  Oct.  18,  1823,  was  connected  with  the 
establishment  with  which  his  brother  David  C.  was 
so  long  identified;  he  married  (first)  Feb.  16,  1854, 
Laura  Matilda  Berry,  born  July  2,  1825,  who  died 
Jan.  12,  1878,  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Nella 
Alferretta,  born  Nov.  28,  1854,  and  died  Dec.  24, 
i860;  he  married  (second)  Aug.  12,  1884,  IMrs. 
Florence  A.  Hyde,  born  July  29,  1849, 

Dec.  16,  1898. 

David  C.  IMoulton  was  born  in  Chichester,  N. 
H.,  Dec.  23,  1830,  and  his  education  was  chiefly 
acquired  in  the  public  school  at  ^Manchester,  to 
which  place  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a 
small  boy.  He  learned  the  cabinet  maker’s  trade 
in  his  father’s  shop,  and  remained  in  ^Manchester 
until  1852,  when  he  came  to  Providence,  and  was 
employed  by  the  Atlantic  Delaine  Company,  in  Ol- 
neyville,  to  set  up  machinery  and  shafting.  Two 
years  later,  March  26,  1854,  he  was  engaged  by  the 
Providence  Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Co.,  in  the  capacity 
of  shipping  clerk  and  time-keeper,  and  later  as  fore- 
man of  steamfitters,  until  the  company  was  incor- 
porated in  1865,  when  he  became  a stockholder.  In 
1873  the  company  took  up  the  installation,  chiefly 
in  textile  mills,  of  perforated  pipe  sprinklers  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires,  Mr.  Moulton  having  direct  charge 
of  the  laying  out  and  erecting  of  such  systems  until 
1878,  when  the  company  began  the  installation  of 
the  first  commercially  successful  automatic  sprinkler, 
the  Parmlee.  When  the  Grinnell  Automatic 
Sprinkler  was  adopted  in  1881,  Mr.  Moulton  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  planning  and  installing  sprinkler 
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systems,  which  gradually  became  the  feature  of  the 
old  company’s  business.  Air.  Aloulton’s  practical 
mind  and  love  of  thoroughness  were  responsible  for 
many  of  the  refinements  which  from  time  to  time  ap- 
peared in  the  construction  and  arrangement  of 
sprinkler  systems,  and  which  helped  to  give  auto- 
matic fire  protection  the  universal  support  which  it 
enjoys  today.  In  due  course  he  was  made  superin- 
tendent, and  in  addition  to  the  regular  line  (steam, 
gas  and  water  piping),  he  had  full  charge  of  an- 
other, and  at  that  time  an  important,  branch  of  the 
business,  namely,  the  construction  of  rosin  and  coal 
oil  gas  works  for  lighting  factories  and  villages. 

in  January,  1893,  the  General  Fire  Extinguisher 
Company  (into  which  the  Providence  Steam  & Gas 
Pipe  Co.  and  other  sprinkler  companies  were 
merged)  was  incorporated.  Mr.  Moulton  was  ap- 
pointed "Superintendent  of  Engineering  and  Con- 
struction’’ of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  departments, 
having  a force  of  fully  250  men.  He  remained  in 
charge  until  April  i,  1900,  when,  by  reason  of  im- 
paired health,  he  retired  upon  the  completion  of 
forty-six  years  of  continuous  service.  After  in  a 
manner  recovering  his  health,  he  spent  the  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life  in  quiet  enjoyment,  fond  of 
short  traveling  trips,  and  in  attention  to  his  personal 
affairs.  He  yet,  however,  retained  his  interest  in 
the  company.  When  he  retired  from  active  business 
he  was  the  recipient  of  a handsome  testimonial  from 
his  business  associates  and  employes  in  the  shape  of 
a large  album,  containing  the  photographs  of  the 
donors.  This  gift  was  most  highly  prized  by  Mr. 
Moulton,  and  he  was  deeply  touched  when  it  was 
presented  to  him. 

In  1852,  Air.  David  C.  Aloulton  married  Alary 
AI.  Barney,  of  Alanchester,  N.  H.,  who  died  in  1868. 
They  had  an  adopted  son,  Herbert  Clark  Aloulton, 
who  lives  in  Keene,  N.  H.  On  Oct.  21,  1874,  Air. 
Aloulton  married  (second)  Ruth  Weeden  Potter, 
born  Sept.  6,  1846,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Cor- 
nelia (Weeden)  Potter,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  (i)  David  Potter,  born  July  21, 
1875,  is  treasurer  of  the  Weeden  Land  Company, 
Providence.  (2)  Benjamin  Potter,  born  Alay  4, 
1878,  is  treasurer  of  the  Remington  Printing  Com- 
pany, and  councilman  from  the  Seventh  Ward.  He 
married,  June  27,  1900,  Carlotta  Flora  Barrett,  and 
their  children  are : Dorothy  Barrett,  born  Aug.  4, 
1901;  Alildred  W’eeden,  Jan.  3,  1904:  and  Ethel 
Potter,  Sept.  10,  1905.  (3)  Alabel  Cornelia  was  born 
Sept.  29,  1880. 

Air.  Aloulton  was  not  a member  of  any  fraternal 
organization,  and  never  took  any  interest  in  politics 
beyond  the  casting  of  his  vote.  He  united  with  the 
Old  Richmond  Street  Congregational  Church  in 
1855,  and  remained  a member  for  many  years, 
finally  transferring,  in  1885,  to  the  Beneficent  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  which  he  was  a regular 
attendant.  He  belonged  to  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society.  He  was  a man  of  sterling  traits  of 
character,  very  domestic  in  his  habits,  fond  of  his 
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home  and  family,  a devoted  and  loving  husband  and 
father. 

Mr.  Moulton’s  business  life  was  one  of  rugged 
native  honesty,  and  intolerance  of  shams  and  make- 
shifts were  among  his  marked  characteristics.  His 
innate  love  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  won  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  associates,  and  of  all  with 
whom  he  had  business  relations,  while  by  those 
under  his  charge  he  was  regarded  not  only  as  a just 
and  honorable  man,  but  as  a personal  friend  and 
counsellor.  His  handsome  residence,  which  he  him- 
self had  erected,  and  which  he  occupied  for  many 
years  previous  to  his  death,  was  at  No.  327  Elm- 
wood avenue.  Providence. 

J.VMES  NEWELL  ARNOLD,  editor,  writer 
of  local  history  and  genealogist.  Providence. — 
Porn  Aug.  3,  1844,  near  the  village  of  Knights- 
ville  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Arnold  is 
the  son  of  the  late  Capt.  James  Lincoln  Arnold  and 
his  wife  Amey  (Underwood)  Arnold,  respectable 
farming  people.  At  one  time  Mr.  Arnold  owned 
a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Gilbert  Stewart 
Xdace,  North  Kingstown,  was  a good  farmer  him- 
self as  was  his  father  before  him  and  Richard  Ar- 
nold, his  grandfather,  who  had  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  State ; and 
surely  the  son’s  standing  as  a militia  captain  was 
second  to  none  in  Rhode  Island. 

James  Newell  Arnold  comes  of  a distinguished 
ancestry.  On  his  father’s  side  he  is  a direct  de- 
scendant in  two  lines  of  Thomas  Arnold,  who  re- 
sided some  time  at  Melcome  Horsey,  and  subse- 
quently at  Cheselbourne,  in  the  County  of  Dorset, 
England,  and  seated  himself  on  an  estate  previously 
owned  by  his  father  at  the  latter  place.  His  sons 
William  and  Thomas  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
“Plain  Joan,’’  in  1635.  William  was  first  at 
Hingham,  Mass.,  coming  to  Providence  April  20, 
1636.  Thomas  settled  at  Watertown,  Alass.,  com- 
ing later  to  Providence,  where  he  was  a number  of 
times  deputy,  and  a member  of  the  town  council. 
His  son,  Capt.  Richard  Arnold,  one  of  the  ancestors 
of  James  N.,  was  acting  governor  during  the  An- 
dros administration,  1687-90.  Mr.  Arnold  is  also 
a descendant  of  Joseph  Peck,  of  Hingham,  County 
of  Norfolk,  England,  who  came  to  America  in 
1638  in  the  ship  ‘‘Diligent’’  of  Ipswich,  settling  first 
at  Hingham,  Mass.,  and  seven  years  later  removed 
to  Seekonk,  where,  as  he  Had  been  at  Hingham,  he 
was  a leading  man ; of  John  W’hipple,  who  appears 
of  record  at  Dorchester,  ]\Iass.,  in  1632,  removing 
later  to  Providence,  of  which  town  he  was  many 
times  deputy,  beginning  with  1666;  and,  on  his 
mother’s  side,  of  William  Arnold,  a half-brother 
of  Thomas,  who  came  to  New  England  in  1635, 
and  to  Providence  in  the  year  following,  whose 
son,  Benedict,  one  of  James  N.’s  ajncestors,  was  for 
years  a resident  of  Newport,  five  years  president 
of  the  four  towns  and  first  governor  under  the 
Charter  of  1663  from  1663  to  1670;  of  Henry  Un- 


derwood, who  is  of  record  at  Newport  as  early  as 
1673;  of  JoHn  Tripp,  of  Portsmouth,  1638,  being 
in  that  year  admitted  a freeman  of  the  island  of 
Aquidneck,  who  was  frequently  deputy,  beginning 
with  1648,  and  held  other  important  trusts;  of  Ed- 
ward Wilcox,  of  Portsmouth  and  Kings  Town,  of 
the  former  as  early  as  1638;  and  of  Amey  Rich- 
mond. His  Arnold  lineage  has  been  traced  back  to 
Roger  Arnold  of  Llanthony,  Monmouthshire,  the 
first  of  the  family  to  adopt  the  surname  of  Arnold, 
and  who  was  in  the  fourth  generation  back  of 
Thomas,  the  American  settler;  and  his  Peck  line 
is  traced  back  twenty-one  generations  to 'John  Peck, 
of  Bolton,  Yorkshire,  England.  His  Richmond 
line  goes  still  further  back. 

From  Thomas  Arnold  (above)  James  N.  Ar- 
nold’s lineage  is  through  Richard,  John,  Seth,  Seth 
(2)  and  his  wife  Martha  (Jenckes,  granddaughter 
of  Governor  Joseph),  Richard  (2)  and  his  wife 
Amey  (Peck),  and  James  Lincoln  Arnold  and  his 
wife  Amey  (Underwood)  Arnold,  the  latter  couple 
the  parents  of  James  N. ; they  were  born,  he,  April 
24,  1812,  died  June  24,  1886;  and  she,  born  May  6, 
1819,  died  Feb.  21,  1905. 

From  Henry  Underwood  (above)  James  N. 
Arnold’s  lineage  is  through  William,  William  (2), 
William  (3),  Samuel  and  his  wife  Susanna 
(Tripp),  Y'illiam  (4)  and  his  wife  Amey  Hazzard 
Wilcox,  and  James  Lincoln  Arnold  and  his  wife 
Amey  (Underwood)  Arnold. 

The  son  of  a farmer  of  limited  means,  James 
N.  Arnold  had  only  such  school  privileges  as  fell 
to  the  lot  of  farmer  boys  under  like  conditions, 
attendance  at  the  neighborhood  school  through  the 
winter  months,  his  services  being  required  in  season 
to  aid  in  the  work  on  the  farm.  But  such  privileges 
he  made  the  most  of  to  the  extent  that  with  his 
night  study  and  after  reading  he  was  enabled  to 
enter  upon  a line  of  historical  and  genealogical  re- 
search and  work  in  which  an  experience  of  nearly 
fifty  years  following,  with  its  results,  has  brought 
him  to  a highly  creditable  position  as  an  indepen- 
dent thinker  and  writer  of  local  history,  one 
whose  eighteen  volumes  of  gefiealogies  of  Rhode 
Island  families  have  received  the  most  favorable 
exi)ressions  from  librarians,  historical  and  gen- 
ealogical societies  and  the  press,  and  which  in  the 
amount  of  materials  contained  place  him,  perhaps, 
foremost  as  a collector  of  Rhode  Island  genealogy; 
surely  first  in  an  acquaintance  with  the  vital  sta- 
tistics of  the  State  and  those  akin  to  them — the 
numerous  and  various  old  burial  places  throughout 
the  different  towns  of  the  State,  etc. 

A taste  for  the  line  of  work  Mr.  Arnold  has  so 
long  been  engaged  in  seems  to  have  been,  as  it 
were,  inborn,  at  least  such  early  manifested  itself, 
for  as  a lad  he  was  a reader  of  novels,  essays, 
biography  and  history ; and  it  was  the  reading  of 
the  History  of  Rhode  Island  by  Samuel  G.  Arnold, 
which  appeared  in  1858,  that  especially  fascinated 
him  and  was  the  incentive  to  his  life  work;  his 
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lameness  (as  a child  he  was  a cripple  and  has  con- 
tinued so  through  life)  no  doubt  having  something 
to  do  with  the  thought  of  some  such  work  as  a 
•calling  in  life.  The  reading  of  the  history  alluded 
to  while  suffering  from  severe  pain  (one  of  his 
feet  having  been  twice  operated  upon)  did  much  to 
■draw  his  attention  from  his  affliction  to  brighter 
thoughts.  He  then  vowed  he  would  try  to  prepare 
himself  to  write  such  a book. 

In  the  year  1868  Mr.  Arnold’s  father,  Capt. 
James  L.  Arnold,  moved  to  a hired  farm  in  North 
Kingstown,  it  being  next  to  the  one  upon  which 
was  born  the  celebrated  painter,  Gilbert  Stewart, 
.and  in  a section  rich  in  history.  It  was  here  in  one 
of  the  neighborhood  graveyards  and  in  the  year 
following  (1869)  that  James  N.  began  his  histor- 
ical labors.  In  collecting  the  names  on  the  tomb- 
stones in  this  and  other  old  graveyards  he  gathered  a 
great  deal  of  material  on  the  old  Narragansett  fam- 
ilies, on  the  Indians  and  their  customs,  and  on  the 
•early  settlers,  but  a lack  of  funds  made  the  work 
slow  and  thwarted  any  attempt  to  do  more  than 
simply  investigate,  study  and  collect  materials,  all 
the  time  cherishing  the  hope — that  hope  that  springs 
immortal  in  the  human  breast — to  some  day  be  able 
to  carry  forward  the  dream  of  his  boyhood.  The 
years  sped  on,  in  1884  he  cast  his  lot  with  the 
people  of  Providence,  becoming  a citizen  then  of  the 
Rhode  Island  metropolis;  with  the  year  1878  came 
•encouragement,  for  ’twas  then  his  equipment  for 
valuable  service  to  the  publishers  of  a history  of 
the  State  recommended  itself  to  them,  and,  begin- 
ning employment  at  the  lower  round,  he  soon  forged 
his  way  to  the  topmost  save  one  and  saw  that  work 
completed  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  to  the  editor- 
in-chief  and  historian,  Edward  B.  Hitchcock. 

On  coming  to  Providence,  in  1884,  Mr.  Arnold 
was  practically  without  means,  but  was  possessed 
-of  large  capital  in  the  form  of  zeal,  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm, of  which,  may  it  be  said  to  his  credit,  he 
has  lost  none,  but  is  to-day  the  same  energetic, 
enthusiastic,  tireless  and  hopeful  worker  character- 
istic of  the  man  from  that  day  to  this.  His  em- 
ployment on  the  history  of  the  State,  while  not  of 
long  duration,  lasting  less  than  a year,  as  the  work 
was  crowded  along  speedily,  was  a practical  ex- 
perience and  served  to  stimulate  him  to  further  self 
•effort.  He  started  anew  to  collect  fuller  records 
of  the  old  town  of  North  Kingstown,  and  while  in 
the  pursuit  of  this  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
the  late  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  of  Newport,  who 
was  the  first  to  direct  his  mind  from  history  to 
genealogy ; and  to  the  kindly  interest  of  the  Doc- 
tor in  him,  to  his  advice  and  instruction,  Mr.  Arnold 
has  often  most  feelingly  and  appreciatively  referred. 
It  was  Dr.  Turner  who  impressed  upon  Mr.  Arnold 
the  importance  of  thorough  investigation  and  of 
thinking  for  himself  rather  than  jumping  at  con- 
clusions, to  accept  what  others  have  said ; and  this 
thinking  for  himself,  this  independent  thinking 
• after  careful  investigation  and  reading,  is  a con- 
:spicuous  trait  in  his  character. 


In  the  year  1882  Mr.  Arnold  began  to  make  use 
of  his  historical  materials,  as  it  was  in  that  year 
he  became  editor  of  “The  Narragansett  Historical 
Register,”  a quarterly  magazine  devoted  to  the  an- 
tiquities, genealogy  and  historical  matter  relating 
to  the  history  of  the  Narragansett  country,  or 
southern  Rhode  Island.  This  publication  continued 
through  eight  volumes,  and  two  numbers  into  the 
ninth,  ceasing  in  1891.  From  the  "Register”  grew 
“The  Vdtal  Record  of  Rhode  Island,  1630-1850,” 
comprising  some  seventeen  or  more  volumes,  the 
first  volume  of  which  appeared  in  1891.  The  first 
six  volumes  were  devoted  to  the  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  of  the  towns  of  the  State  and  the  others 
to  the  vital  records  of  the  newspapers  and  church 
records. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  before  the  first  volume 
of  the  Vital  Record  made  its  appearance  Mr.  Ar- 
nold had  been  preparing  for  the  work ; and  the  least 
difficulty  was  by  no  means  the  collecting  of  the  ma- 
terials, for,  without  means,  he  was  dependent  upon 
others  for  financing  his  project;  it  took  him  six 
years  to  get  an  appropriation  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  (to  which  he  had  appealed) 
for  their  publication.  He  knew  their  value  and 
some  others  knew  it,  but  the  expense  of  publication 
was  the  question  to  be  met.  Year  after  year  he 
strove  for  recognition  and  failed ; and  year  after 
year  he  came  forward  again,  renewing  his  effort. 
He  was  one  year  in  getting  the  first  hearing,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  fourth  year  of  his  effort  that  he 
succeeded  in  getting  a bill  introduced  by  the  Hon. 
George  Carmichael,  of  Charlestown,  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  an  act  of  appropriation,  but 
the  bill  failed  of  passage.  A less  resolute  and  de- 
termined man  would  have  given  up,  but  not  James 
N.  Arnold.  After  that  he  spent  two  years  in  inter- 
viewing every  newspaper  editor  in  the  State  and  in 
making  plain  to  them  the  great  value  of  the  work. 
In  the  sixth  year  of  effort  his  bill  was  again  intro- 
duced, this  time  in  the  Senate,  by  Hon.  George  T. 
Cranston,  of  North  Kingstown,  and  every  news- 
paper editor  in  Rhode  Island  indorsed  it  editorially. 
He  got  the  appropriation  and  the  first  volume,  Kent 
County,  was  published,  as  stated,  in  1891.  To 
use  Mr.  Arnold’s  expression,  this  volume  “fell 
dead,”  and  “while  it  was  lying  there  and  I was 
asking  for  an  appropriation  for  Providence  County, 
the  librarian  of  Yale  University  came  and  asked 
for  a copy.  The  Hon.  Joshua  Wilbour,  chairman 
of  the  Senate  committee  on  Finance,  asked  him  the 
value  of  the  work.  Said  the  librarian  in  response. 
T have  been  to  Boston,  and- while  there  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  this  work  by  Jiistin  Y’insor,  who 
said  he  considered  it  as  fine  an  example  of  genea- 
logical work  as  he  ever  came  across.  Let  him 
w'ork,’  said  the  librarian,  ‘if  he  will.’  And  I have 
worked  ever  since.” 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Arnold  was  one  of  the  first, 
if  not  the  very  first,  to  conceive  the  importance  of 
the  course  he  was  pursuing  and  to  take  the  step, 
for  in  1890  the  New  England  Historical  and  Gene- 
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alogical  Register  said  editorially,  “Mr.  Arnold  has 
shown  commendable  energy  in  thus  rescuing  this 
historic  material  from  destruction,  and  the  many 
years  he  has  devoted  to  the  subject  ought  to  rec- 
ommend him  as  one  suitable  for  the  task.  Our  best 
wishes  are  with  Mr.  Arnold,  that  he  may  realize 
the  fruition  of  his  long  cherished  hopes,  and  we 
heartily  congratulate  the  Assembly  upon  the  fore- 
thought shown  in  encouraging  a work  so  much 
needed.  Now’  that  Rhode  Island  has  set  so  noble 
an  example,  we  trust  that  other  States  will  follow 
the  example  until  every  one  of  our  old  record  books 
has  at  least ‘an  exhaustive  abstract,  if  the  entire 
contents  are  not  preserved  in  print.  * * * ” 

From  time  to  time,  subsequent  volumes  of  the 
series  of  books  came  out,  the  "Register”  each  time 
gave  Mr.  Arnold  a very  complimentary  notice,  say- 
ing, at  one  time,  in  July,  1894,  "We  are  pleased  to 
record  the  fact  that  volumes  \*  and  of  this  great 
genealogical  work  have  been  published,  thereby 
covering  the  entire  State,  and  thus  completing  the 
main  feature  of  the  work.  * * jlie  vvork 

indeed  is  a very  praiseworthy  enterprise  and  we 
venture  to  say  that  no  scholar  who  is  interested 
in  the  subject  here  treated  will  fail  to  recognize  its 
merit.  To  be  able  to  consult  a work  in  which 
a whole  State’s  record  of  vital  statistics  is  covered 
from  its  first  settlement  to  a very  modern  date, 
covering  a period  of  two  centuries,  is  a pleasure 
very  rarely  afiforded  a scholar.  If  some  one  of 
Mr.  Arnold’s  love  and  enthusiasm  for  his  subject 
w'ould  take  each  a single  county  of  Massachusetts 
and  work  it  up  as  thoroughly  as  he  has  his  State, 
what  a valuable  labor  would  thus  be  performed. 
The  people  of  his  native  State  certainly  owe  him 
a vote  of  thanks  for  his  great  labor  of  love.  * 
* * ” The  same  publication  had  previously 

remarked  that  “Mr.  Arnold  deserves  well  of  his 
State  for  his  labors  in  her  behalf.” 

The  State  appropriation  for  the  publication  of 
these  “Vital  Records,”  says  iNIr.  Arnold,  has  been 
just  about  enough  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  printing 
and  the  expense  of  getting  the  matter  together, 
leaving  nothing  out  of  it  for  himself.  The  vol- 
umes are  distributed  by  the  terms  of  a special  Act, 
one  to  every  library  in  the  State,  receiving  State 
aid,  one  to  every  town  or  city  clerk’s  office,  and 
the  others  to  various  persons  and  libraries  all 
named  in  the  Act.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
first  Act  passed  in  the  new  State  House  was  one 
for  an  appropriation  for  a volume  of  Mr.  Arnold’s 
Vital  Records. 

Besides  the  long  years  of  service  as  editor  of 
the  Narragansett  “Register’’  and  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  Vital  Records  Mr.  Arnold  has  edited 
the  genealogies  of  the  Aylesworth  and  Church 
families  and  has  written  a large  number  of  his- 
torical addresses,  delivered  on  various  occasions, 
and  contributed  many  articles  to  Providence  news- 
papers. It  has  been  said  in  this  article  that  Mr. 
Arnold  is  an  independent  thinker.  He  is  all  that 


and  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  In  his  own 
words,  "In  collecting  matter  for  an  historical  work 
I have  always  gone  to  headquarters.  I do  not 
want  nor  will  I allow  one  to  think  for  me.  While 
I respect  the  opinion  of  a fellow  historian,  I do 
not  surrender  my  own.  I have  prided  myself  in 
being  truthful,  honest  and  upright,  also  in  living 
a respectable  life.  * * *”  It  is  his  belief 

that  the  Rhode  Island  Colony  is  entitled  to  the 
greater  credit  for  the  founding  and  early  history  of 
this  State  and  he  has  within  the  past  year  written 
some  on  this  and  other  subjects  of  a kindred  nature 
in  the  department  of  letters  to  the  editor  of  the 
Sunday  Tribune.  These  letters  have  attracted 
much  attention. 

i\Ir.  Arnold  is  a character  peculiar  to  himself,, 
kindly  of  heart,  ever  cheerful  and  sunny  in  dispo- 
sition, affable  in  manner,  ever  ready  and  obliging 
in  extending  favors  to  his  fellow-man,  even  at 
discomfort  and  cost  to  himself ; yet  in  principle  he 
is  fixed  and  determined,  and,  perhaps,  no  less  in- 
dependent in  his  manner  of  dress  than  in  his  think- 
ing and  the  expression  of  his  thoughts.  His  fa- 
miliar, never-changing  figure  on  the  streets  of 
Providence  has  long  since  become  a part  of  the 
history  of  the  Rhode  Island  metropolis.  Slightly 
built,  a little  under  average  height,  this  cheery,, 
earnest,  enthusiastic  man,  hustling  along  with  his 
crutches  used  in  a fashion  as  uncommon  as  his  ap- 
pearance, is  known  by  all  and  is  as  well  liked  as. 
he  is  well  known. 

With  all  his  'bent  for  history,  singularly  enough 
it  seems  that  he  started  his  now  large  and  valuable 
library  with  a copy  of  Arthur’s  “Ten  Nights  in  a 
Bar  Room,”  his  first  purchase,  a book  which  made 
him  a lover  as  well  as  an  advocate  of  temperance 
principles.  He  has  a very  fine  genealogical  library 
— the  finest,  he  thinks,  outside  of  Boston,  in  New 
England,  and  of  his  library  as  a whole  Professor 
Northup  of  Cornell  expressed  himself  that  it  was 
as  fine  a working  library  as  he  had  seen  in  some 
time.  This  library  is  rich  in  history,  both  natural 
and  political;  it  contains  something  like  1,500  gen- 
ealogical works,  some  2,500  bound  volumes,  and,, 
perhaps,  10,000  pamphlets. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  New  England 
Genealogical  Society,  the  American  Historical  So- 
ciety, the  American  Geographical  Society,  the  Old 
Colony  Historical  Society  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  the 
Mendon  Historical  Society,  of  Mendon,  Mass., 
the  Rhode  Island  Citizens’  Historical  Society,  and 
the  Rhode  Island  Genealogical  Society  of  Newport. 

JOHN  WAITE  MITCHELL,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  eminent  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  prac- 
titioners in  that  section  of  New  England,  was  born 
April  6,  1848,  in  Norwich,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y., 
son  of  John  and  Caroline  D.  (Eoote)  Mitchell.  The 
Mitchells  came  originally  from  Scotland,  and  the 
Doctor’s  ancestors  in  this  country  were  early  in  New 
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England,  his  grandfather  moving  to  New  York 
State  from  Connecticut.  His  maternal  ancestor, 
Isaac  Foote,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
army  with  George  Washington  at  Valley  Forge, 
and  later  served  as  judge  in  Chenango  county.  New 
York. 

John  W.  Mitchell  received  his  preliminary  train- 
ing in  the  public  schools,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  pre- 
paring to  enter  Williston  Seminary,  at  Easthamp- 
ton.  Mass.,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1868.  He  then  entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medi- 
cal College,  New  York  City,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  year  1871  with  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine,  and  he  afterward  served  as  interne 
of  the  hospital  under  suchjjreceptors  as  Dr.  James 
R.  Wood,  Dr.  John  J.  Crane  and  Dr.  Frank  H. 
Hamilton.  It  was  one  of  these  physicians  who  ad- 
vised him  to  select  Providence  as  his  field  for  prac- 
tice, and  he  arrived  in  the  city  in  October,  1872, 
armed  with  a few  letters  of  introduction.  Dr. 
Mitchell  was  then  a young  man,  not  yet  twenty-five, 
ambitious,  energetic  and  self-reliant,  traits  of  char- 
acter which  did  much  toward  lessening  the  usual 
discouraging  features  of  a young  physician’s  attempt 
to  gain  a foothold  in  a strange  city.  Dr.  Mitchell 
was  for  a time  when  he  first  came  to  Providence 
associated  with  Dr.  George  E.  Mason,  one  of  the 
ablest  members  of  the  profession  and  a most  bril- 
liant surgeon. 

During  practically  the  first  three  years  of  his 
residence  in  Providence  Dr.  Mitchell  served  as  at- 
tending surgeon  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  be- 
ing connected  with  the  out-patient  department,  and 
immediately  following  this  experience  was  appointed 
visiting  physician,  continuing  in  that  capacity  for 
nine  years.  From  that  time  until  April,  1903,  he 
was  engaged  as  visiting  surgeon,  and  he  has  since 
been  consulting  surgeon.  Such  a long  and  continu- 
ous connection  with  one  institution  bespeaks  a de- 
gree of  skill  and  progress  consistent  with  the  high- 
est ideals  of  the  physician’s  calling. 

'Dr.  Mitchell’s  success  as  a practitioner,  how- 
ever, really  began  with  his  first  regular  practice  as 
a physician.  By  the  time  he  had  reached  middle 
age  his  position  among  the  foremost  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Providence  was  assured.  For 
a number  of  years  the  Doctor  has  enjoyed  one  of 
the  largest  practices  in  the  city,  and  probably  the 
most  exclusive.  In  addition  to  his  relation  with  the 
Rhode  Island  Hospital,  as  consulting  surgeon,  al- 
ready mentioned,  he  has  other  connections  equally 
important,  being  consulting  surgeon  to  the  Catholic 
Orphan  Asylum,  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  and  St. 
Elizabeth’s  Home.  He  was  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  the  Providence  Lying-in  Hospital,  of  which 
he  has  not  only  been  consulting  physician  since  its 
•organization,  but  also,  during  sixteen  years  of  that 
time,  president  of  the  institution.  He  is  serving 
as  such  at  the  present  time. 

In  1873  Dr.  Mitchell  became  a member  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Association,  of  which  organiza- 


tion he  was  president  in  1886  and  1889.  He  became 
a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  in 
1872,  and  was  president  of  that  body  from  1889  to 
1891.  Among  the  most  infiuential  members  of  both 
these  medical  organizations,  he  has  not  only  taken 
a conspicuous  part  in  their  work,  but  has  also  fre- 
quently read  valuable  papers  before  them,  and  he 
has  contributed  to  various  medical  journals,  being 
a close  student  of  his  profession  and  possessing  wide 
knowledge  on  subjects  of  both  general  and  pro- 
fessional interest.  On  June  12,  1890,  as  president 
of  that  organization,  he  delivered  before  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting,  a 
fine  address  on  the  life  of  Dr.  Amos  Throop,  the 
first  president  of  that  society.  He  is  a member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  the  Ameri- 
can Social  Science  Association,  and  socially  is  con- 
nected with  the  Friday  Night  Club. 

Dr.  Mitchell’s  most  noticeable  characteristics  of 
mind  are  probably  his  extraordinary  quickness  of 
perception,  his  readiness  in  analysis,  his  strong 
memory  and  his  sound  judgment.  His  generous 
treatment  of  his  brother  physicians,  and  his  close 
observation  of  professional  ethics,  have  contributed 
toward  the  high  standing  he  enjoys  among  his  fel- 
low practitioners  and  the  dignity  he  considers  due 
to  the  profession. 

On  April  15,  1875,  Dr.  Mitchell  married  Miss 
Frances  F.  Mason,  who  died  in  1876.  In  August, 
1878,  he  married  (second)  Miss  Lydia  Pearce, 
daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Douglas  Pearce,  and 
one  son  was  born  to  this  union,  John  Pearce  Mitch- 
ell, who  is  now  assistant  professor  of  chemistry  at 
Leland  Stanford  University.  Professor  Mitchell 
married  Miss  Helen  Waldo,  of  Jamaica  Plains, 
Massachusetts. 

GLADDING.  The  Glading  (Gladding)  fam- 
ily is  closely  and  honorably  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  Newbury,  Mass.,  Bristol  and  Providence, 
R.  I.  The  first  American  ancestor,  whose  family 
record  is  preserved  at  Newbury,  Mass.,  is  John 
Gladding.  On  July  16-17,  1666,  he  is  recorded  as 
having  married  Elizabeth  Rogers,  and  from  this 
couple  are  descended  through  a distinctly  traced 
line  Benjamin  C.  Gladding,  the  veteran  business 
and  public  character  of  Providence,  and  William 
B.  Gladding,  his  nephew,  in  his  early  years  a prom- 
inent figure  in  Lyceum  work  and  later  a successful 
manager  of  large  industrial  interests. 

(I)  John  Gladding  is  of  record  at  Newbury, 
Mass.,  in  1666,  as  marrying  on  July  17th  of  that 
year  Elizabeth  Rogers,  and  their  children  of  rec- 
ord in  Newbury  are:  Susanna,  born  Oct.  6,  1668; 
John,  Oct.  II,  1670;  William,  July  25,  1673;  Eliza- 
beth, Sept.  15,  1676;  Mary,  Jan.  14,  1679; 
Hannah,  Nov.  8,  1681.  Additional  children,  of 
record  in  Bristol,  of  John  Gladding  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  were:  Joshua,  born  May  6,  1685;  Dan- 
iel, Nov.  8,  1687;  and  Sarah,  Nov.  20,  1691.  Ac- 
cording to  family  manuscript  Mr.  Gladding 
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(jied  April  27,  1726,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

(II)  John  Gladding  (2),  born  (dct.  ii,  1670, 
married  Alice,  born  Oct.  31,  1663,  daughter  of 
Lizell  Wardwell,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  per- 
sons who  attended  the  first  meeting  of  the  town  of 
Bristol.  Their  children  were:  i\Iary,  born  Nov. 
30,  1693;  John,  Sept.  8,  1694;  William,  ()ct.  13, 
1698;  Jonathan,  Jan.  5,  1700-01;  Ebenezer,  Dec. 
8,  1702;  Joseph,  Oct.  2,  1704;  Alice,  March  24, 
1705-06;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  13,  1708;  Nathaniel,  Dec. 
16,  1709;  Sarah  (died  iNlay  27,  1712,  aged  eight 
days),  and  Sarah  (2),  iMay  2,  1715.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  i\larch  3,  1720. 

(III)  Jonathan  Gladding,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  born 
Jan.  5,  1701,  married  Sarah  Carey,  of  that  i)lace, 
July  2,  .1726.  Mr.  Gladding  died  Oct.  27,  1743, 
and  his  wife  on  Dec.  26,  1786,  aged  eighty-three 
years.  Their  children  were : Sarah,  born  Sept. 
I,  1727;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  22,  1729;  Priscilla,  April 
9>  1733;  Nathaniel,  Oct.  6,  1735;  Jonathan,  Oct. 
12,  1737;  Timothy,  Nov.  18,  1740;  and  Benjamin, 
June  22,  1743. 

(IVA  Jonathan  Gladding  (2),  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Sarah,  born  Oct.  12,  1737,  married,  in  1764, 
Susanna  Carey,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  1., 
daughter  of  Allen  and  Hannah  (Church)  Carey, 
and  a descendant  of  Col.  Benjamin  Church.  The 
children  of  their  marriage  were : Allen,  born  Nov. 
14,  1764,  who  died  May  28,  1839;  Jonathan; 
Phebe ; Susan,  who  married  William  Davenport ; 
Benjamin;  Abigail;  Sarah,  who  married  Walker 
Humphrey;  and  John. 

(V)  Capt.  John  Gladding,  son  of  Jonathan  (2) 
and  Susanna,  was  born  April  i,  1777,  and  in  early 
life  was  apprenticed  to  a i\lr.  Corless,  a Provi- 
dence merchant  engaged  in  the  far  East  tr'ade. 
He  entered  his  employ  by  going  abroad  as  super- 
cargo on  one  of  his  vessels,  and  was  rapidly  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  captain.  Associated  with 
him  as  boys  were  such  well-known  sea  characters 
as  Captains  Stewart  and  Peleg  Gifford  and  Capt. 
Charles  Sheldon.  In  his  voyages  Captain  Glad- 
ding visited  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  was  in 
St.  Petersburg  in  1818,  and  during  one  of  his  trips 
an  effort  was  made  to  induce  him  to  take  Napoleon 
from  the  island  of  St.  Helena.  Captain  Gladding 
retired  from  the  sea  about  1820,  and  became  the 
owner  of  a large  farm  near  Taunton,  i\Iass..  where 
he  dispensed  hospitality  to  a large  circle  of  friends. 
It  should  be  stated  that  he  had  a double  claim  to 
his  title,  since  he  was  captain  of  the  militia  com- 
pany which  was  stationed  at  Fort  William  Henry 
in  the  war  of  1812,  his  commission  bearing  date 
July,  1814. 

For  a man  of  his  times  Captain  Gladding  was 
a man  of  large  means,  which  his  versatile  and 
strong  character  enabled  him  to  fully  enjoy  in  his 
last  years,  and  to  furnish  comfort  and  enjoyment 
to  hosts  of  others.  He  was  a man  of  excellent  ed- 
ucation, although  not  derived  from  the  schools, 
speaking  English,  Spanish  and  Russian  with  equal 


fluency.  His  reading  and  practical  informatiori 
were  both  broad  and  precise,  and,  as  he  was  gen- 
iality itself,  he  was  widely  popular  and  highly  es- 
teemed. Fraternally  he  was  connected  with  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M. 

Captain  Gladding  was  married  (first)  to  Eliza 
Gifford,  (second)  to  _ Margaret  Pudelford,  and 
(third)  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Earle)  Tillinghast.  The  children  by  the 
first  marriage  were : Josiah  G.,  born  Jan.  22,. 
1799;  Louisa,  Sept.  29,  1801;  Henry  G.,  Sept.  2,. 
1803 ; Elizabeth,  April  2,  1805  ; and  John  Carey,. 
Nov.  7,  1807.  The  issue  of  the  third  marriage 
was:  Joseph,  born  Feb.  17,  1823;  xMlen,  May  5,. 
1824;  Benjamin  C.,  Nov.  17,  1S25  ; Margaret,  July 
30,  1827 ; and  Mary.  With  the  exception  of  Ben- 
jamin, all  of  the  children  by  the  third  union  died 
young. 

(VT)  Benjamin  Chandler  Gl.\dding,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  son  of  John  and  iMary  (Tilling- 
hast) Gladding,  was  born  in  that  city,  RMv.  17, 
1825,  his  birthplace  being  the  house  at  No.  20  Ar- 
nold street,  where  he  has  resided  all  his  life,  being 
now  retired  from  the  active  business  world  which 
he  honored  so  many  years.  His  schooling  terminated 
when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  as  he  at  that 
time  entered  his  father’s  store,  and  he  retained  his. 
connection  with  it  for  two  years.  At  this  period  of 
his  career  James  Hale,  of  New  York,  was  attempt- 
ing to  establish  a postal  system  in  opposition  to  the 
government ; to  illustrate  his  rates — the  postage 
from  Providence  to  Boston  was  ten  cents  and  from 
Providence  to  New  York  eighteen  and  three- 
fourths  cents.  Mr.  Gladding  entered  his  employ, 
his  immediate  superior  being  Nathaniel  Church, 
the  agent  at  Providence.  He  was  thus  engaged 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  entered  the  office 
of  Thurston,  Greene  & Co.,  builders  of  steam  en- 
gines, with  whom  he  remained  for  eleven  years. 
For  a short  time  prior  to  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  business,  and  then  com- 
menced his  long  period  of  service  with  the  Phoe- 
nix Iron  Foundry.  He  entered  the  establishment 
as  bookkeeper,  became  assistant  treasurer  and  later 
treasurer,  terminating  his  connection  of  thirty 
years  with  the  concern  in  1888.  That  year  marked 
his  retirement  from  active  work,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three— a retirement  fully  earned  by  faithful, 
arduous  and  continuous  labors  covering  a total  pe- 
riod of  forty-seven  years.  Air.  Cladding's  military 
record  goes  back  to  the  exciting  times  of  the  Dorr 
Rebellion,  when  he  was  enrolled  as  a member  of 
the  City  Guards  from  the  Third  ward  of  Provi- 
dence. He  has  also  been  connected  with  the  Na- 
tional Cadets,  the  First  Light  Infantry,  and  with 
the  Veterans’  Association  of  the  latter  organiza- 
tion. He  is  further  identified  with  the  Pioneer 
Fire  Company,  of  which  Governor  Arnold  was  one 
of  the  officers  and  Captain  Rodman  was  in  charge. 
In  politics  he  has  been  an  earnest  Republican,  his 
intelligent  interest  in  municipal  affairs  being  rec- 
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ognized  by  his  election  in  1865-69  as  a member  of 
the  city  council  from  the  Third  ward.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Squantum  Club,  and  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Alarine  Society.  Air. 
Gladding  and  his  family  are  all  identified  with 
the  First  Unitarian  Church,  in  the  progress  of 
which  work  they  take  a deep  interest.  Notwith- 
standing the  long  years  devoted  to  strenuous,  con- 
fining and  methodical  labors  Air.  Gladding  is  still 
in  good  health,  which  has  doubtless  been  main- 
tained by  his  genial,  kindly  disposition  and  his 
elastic  temperament. 

Benjamin  C.  Gladding  was  married  to  Afiss 
Hannah  Thayer,  daughter  of  William  R.  Pope, 
and  there  were  born  to  them  : Alary  Tillinghast, 
Dec.  II,  1853,  and  Frank,  Jan.  19,  1855.  FTank 
married  Corinne  Stearns  Halliday,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  became  the  father  of  Benjamin  Halliday, 
born  Sept.  30,  1891,  and  Alary  Tillinghast,  born 
Dec.  20,  1895.  Frank  Gladding  died  Alay  9,  1901. 

(VI)  John  C.  Gladding,  son  of  Capt.  John  and 
Eliza  (Gifford)  Gladding,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1807, 
and  married  Abby  Parmenter,  of  Hillsboro,  N.  H. 
Their  children  were : Anna  E.  married  Elisha  S. 
Aldrich;  Susan  C.  died  young;  and  William  B. 
was  born  April  ii,  1855. 

(VII)  William  Brown  Gladding,  son  of 
John  C.  and  Abby  (Parmenter)  Gladding,  is  a na- 
tive of  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  the  private  schools  of 
which  city  he  received  his  education.  He  com- 
pleted his  literary  training  at  Alowry  & Goff’s 
English  and  Classical  School,  taking  the  full  course 
there.  Prior  to  leaving  this  institution  Air.  Glad- 
ding had  become  a reciter  of  note,  and  at  the  com- 
pletion of  his  schooling,  about  1872,  commenced  to 
give  recitals  in  the  Lyceum  lecture  courses 
throughout  the  country.  This  work  took  him  far 
West,  his  tours  through  the  Rocky  Alountains  be- 
ing made  largely  by  stage  coach.  He  continued 
in  this  line  until  1886.  In  1887  Air.  Gladding  be- 
came one  of  the  originators  of  the  Burden  Seam- 
less Eilled  Wire  Company,  and  was  made  manager, 
continuing  in  the  active  management  until  1902, 
when  a consolidation  was  effected  with  another 
concern  under  the  name  of  the  United  Wire  & 
Supply  Company.  Of  this  company  he  w’as  a di- 
rector, the  vice-president,  and  chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee.  Since  1901  his  active  work  has 
been  centered  in  New  York  City,  in  connection 
wdth  various  mining  enterprises  of  Xewffoundland', 
Alexico,  Arizona  and  Alontana.  In  all  the  mining 
companies  he  is  a director  and  an  officer,  and  he 
is  also  interested  in  effecting  several  large  indus- 
trial consolidations.  In  short,  his  career  through- 
out has  been  one  of  initiative,  independence  and 
originality,  and  he  has  in  no  wise  follow'ed  the 
beaten  paths  of  his  fellow-men  or  ancestors ; and 
in  the  fields  of  his  activity,  many  of  which  he  has 
himself  created,  he  has  achieved  a large  measure 
of  success. 


REV.  GEORGE  AIcCLELLAN  FISKE,  S.  X- 
D.,  Rector  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Providence. 
Born  Oct.  21,  1850,  at  Broad  Brook,  Conn.,  Father 
Fiske  is  the  son  of  the  late  Alarcus  Lyon  Fiske,  AL 
D.,  grandson  of  Rufus  and  Irene  (Scripture) 
Fiske,  great-grandson  of  Lieut.  Rufus  Fiske,  and 
great-great-grandson  of  Stephen  Fiske.  The  latter 
removed  from  Watertown,  Alass.,  to  Willington, 
Conn.  The  latter’s , son,  Lieut.  Rufus  Fiske,  was 
an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war ; one  of  the 
early  magistrates  of  Willington,  and  one  of  its 
first  representatives  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
married  Dorcas  Gleason,  and  Rufus  Fiske  (2) 
married  Irene  Scripture. 

Alarcus  Lyon  Fiske,  AI.  D.,  son  of  Rufus  and 
Irene  (Scripture)  Fiske,  was  born  in  Willington, 
Conn.,  Dec.  16,  1817.  He  was  dependent  upon  the 
public  schools,  the  village  academy  and  private  tu- 
tors for  educational  advantages,  all  of  which  he 
improved  to  the  utmost  degree.  Likewise,  as  a 
traditional  New  Englander,  he  taught  school  for 
several  terms  at  diff'erent  places  in  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island  and  Alassachusetts.  Deciding  upon  the 
medical  profession,  he  made  for  it  a very  thorough 
preparation.  After  enjoying  the  preceptorship  of 
Dr.  Alden  Skinner,  of  Vernon,  Conn.,  Dr.  Robert 
Grosvenor,  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  Dr.  William 
Grosvenor,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  he  completed  his 
course  of  study  at  the  Berkshire  Aledical  College, 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  then  an  institution  of  much  celeb- 
rity. He  then  went  to  Philadelphia  and  became  a 
private  pupil  of  the  distinguished  Dr.  George  AIc- 
Clellan,  founder  of  both  the  Jefferson  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Aledical  Colleges.  Entering  the  latter,  in 
which  Dr.  AIcClellan  was  then  a professor,  he  was 
graduated  wdth  the  degree  of  AI.  D.,  Alarch  4,  1842. 
He  soon  after  established  himself  in  East  Windsor, 
Conn.,  at  Broad  Brook,  wdiere  he  remained  until 
the  autumn  of  1864,  when  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Olmstead,  of  Warehouse  Point,  and  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  town, 
he  removed  thither,  spending  there  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  dying  there  April  2,  1883. 

Among  physicians  Dr.  Fiske  w'as  wddely 
knowm,  and  honored  as  a Fellow  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Aledical  Society  and  as  one  of  its  oldest  mem- 
bers. An  experience  of  over  forty  years  gained 
him  the  best  reputation  as  a practitioner,  a reputa- 
tion which  carried  his  practice  also  into  six  or 
seven  of  the  towns  adjoining  his  own.  His  splendid 
skill  and  talents  w'ere  always  at  the  service  of  every 
one  wdio  needed  them.  He  was  quick  and  accurate  in 
diagnosis,  sanguine,  confident,  hope-inspiring  to 
his  patients ; never  at  a loss  for  an  e.xpedient ; al- 
ways present-minded  and  full  of  resources.  To  the 
last,  even  wdth  Death’s  hand  upon  him,  he  toiled  to 
relieve  human  suffering.  As  his  biographer  (of 
the  Connecticut  Aledical  Society)  has  said  of  him: 

‘‘Dr.  Fiske  was  a man  of  great  energy  and  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  commanding  at  all 
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times  the  respect  of  his  associates  in  the  profession, 
beloved  in  an  uncommon  degree  by  those  to  whom 
he  administered  in  their  hour  of  affliction  and 
gloom.” 

East  W indsor  has  had  no  citizen  of  more  ster- 
ling intellectual  and  moral  merit,  nor  one  more 
worthily  endeared  to  its  people.  A man  of  most 
decided  opinions,  political  and  ecclesiastical,  which 
he  held  regardless  of  their  bearing  upon  his  tem- 
poral interests ; of  entire  independence  of  mind 
and  of  stout  moral  courage,  he  was  for  these  very 
qualities  respected,  even  by  those  who  differed 
with  him  most.  xA.nd  withal,  he  was  a man  of  great 
modesty  and  lowliness  of  mind,  never  putting  him- 
self forward,  nor  seeking  to  sit  down  in  the  highest 
room.  Well  read,  and  unusually  versed  in  history 
and  political  science ; with  a clear  and  logical  mind, 
and  gifted  with  ready  speech,  he  was  repeatedly 
urged  to  enter  public  life ; which,  however,  he  reso- 
lutely declined. 

He  was  one  who  consecrated  his  calling  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  all  re- 
ligious matters.  Reared  under  Baptist  traditions, 
he  was,  on  reaching  manhood,  attracted  bv  that 
branch  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  known  in  the 
United  States  as  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  confirmed  in  Grace  Church,  Broad  Brook, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a vestry- 
man, and  during  his  connection  with  it  a main  sup- 
port. Subsequently,  for  many  years,  he  was  a ves- 
tryman and  warden  of  St.  John’s  Church  at  Ware- 
house Point.  The  clergy  ever  found  him  a loyal 
coadjutor,  a wise  counsellor  and  a sympathizing 
friend  ; and  during  his  long  professional  career  he 
never  accepted  a fee  for  his  services  from  a min- 
ister of  any  denomination  whatever.  In  1867  he 
received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  from  Trinity  College, 
Hartford. 

Dr.  Fiske  married  (first)  Dec.  5,  1845,  Trances 
Anne  Tinker,  of  Vernon,  Conn.,  who  died  Oct.  20, 
1853;  married  (second)  Hay  14,  1856,  Emeline 
Lucretia,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Meigs) 
Erazier,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  Dr.  Eiske  died  at 
Warehouse  Point  April  2,  1883.  The  children  born 
to  his  first  marriage  were:  (i)  Lebbeus  Tinker,- 
born  Feb.  19,  1847,  who  died  at  Hartford,  March 
II,  1864,  while  a member  of  the  Sophomore  class 
of  Trinity  College.  (2)  George  McClellan,  born 
Oct.  21,  1850.  (3)  Anna  Frances,  born  Mav  13, 

1852. 

Rev.  George  McClellan  Fiske,  son  of  Dr.  Mar- 
cus L.  Fiske,  prepared  for  college  in  private  schools 
and  under  jjrivate  tutors.  He  was  graduated  from 
Trinity  College  as  valedictorian  of  the  class  of 
1870.  He  was  Head  Master  of  Burlington,  New 
Jersey,  College,  1870-1873;  was  graduated  from 
Berkeley  Divinity  School,  Middletown,  Conn.,  1874; 
was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Odenheimer  of 
New  Jersey,  May  23,  1874;  was  ordained  priest  by 
Bishop  Scarborough  of  New  Jersey,  in  1875; 
mission  priest  of  St.  Mark's,  Hammonton,  N. 


J.,  1874-1876;  rector  of  St.  Alary’s,  Castleton, 
Staten  Island,  1876-1880;  curate,  St.  Mark’s,  Phil- 
adelphia, 1880-1883;  St.  Peter’s,  Peekskill,  N.  Y., 
June,  1883-1884;  rector  of  St.  Stephen’s,  Provi- 
dence, since  Dec.  i,  1884;  elected  Bishop  of  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wis.,  1888 — declined;  1904,  elected  Bish- 
op Coadjutor,  Springfield,  111. — declined.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  S.  T.  D.  from  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  July  5,  1888. 

On  June  4,  1874,  Father  Fiske  married  Mary 
Greenough,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  William  Sydney 
and  Eliza  Greenough  Walker,  of  Burlington,  N.  J. 
Their  children  have  been  as  follows  : ( i ) De  Lan- 

cey  Walker,  born  March  16,  1875,  associate  prin- 
cipal at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  married  Alary  Constance 
Reed.  (2)  Alary  Greenough  Walker,  born  May  10, 
1876,  married  Lieut.  William  Benefield  Wells,  U. 
S.  N.,  Annapolis,  and  has  a daughter.  Alary  Green- 
ough Fiske.  (3)  Reginald,  born  Aug.  14,  1877, 
graduated  from  Trinity  in  1901  and  is  now  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Providence.  (4)  Eliza 
Greenough,  born  Oct.  7,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Fills  Jackson,  architect,  of  Paris,  France,  and 
has  a daughter,  Elise,  born  Nov.  7,  1905.  (5) 

Georgia  Frances  was  born  Alarch  20,  1880.  (6) 

Caroline  Bard,  born  July  19,  1881,  died  Sept.  13, 
1881.  (7)  William  Sydney,  born  Sept.  15,  1882, 

graduated  from  Trinity  in  1906.  (8)  Ernest  Vic- 

tor was  born  Alay  24.  1884.  [Stiles’s  Ancient 
Windsor  (1892)  and  family  records.] 

ALBERT  LANGWORTHY  CHESTER.  In 
the  adjacent  territory  of  Connecticut,  New  London 
county,  the  Chesters  have  dwelt  for  two  centuries 
or  more,  and  have  been  among  the  leading  families 
of  their  communities  and  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
from  the  Connecticut  stock  have  gone  out  men  of 
achievement,  among  them  the  late  Joseph  Lemuel 
Chester  (“Julian  Cramer”),  antiquarian  and  author, 
himself  of  Connecticut  birth,  whose  achievements 
were  such  as  to  give  him  a memory  tablet  in  West- 
minster Abbey;  and  Albert  Hintington  Chester,  Ph. 
D.,  Sc.  D.,  the  chemist  and  mineralogist. 

The  Westerly  Rhode  Island  family  of  Chesters 
descend  through  Christopher  Chester,  of  the  Con- 
necticut stock,  and  its  representatives  have  played 
and  are  still  playing  worthy  and  prominent  parts  in 
public  and  financial  affairs,  among  these  being  Al- 
bert Langworthy  Chester,  former  State  Senator. 

Here  follows  the  early  history  and  genealogy  of 
the  New  London  county  Chester  family  and  that  of 
the  Westerly  (R.  I.)  family. 

(T)  Capt.  Samuel  Chester,  “commander  and 
owner  and  factor  in  the  West  India  trade,”  arrived 
in  Boston  in  1663.  He  located  in  New  London,  at 
the  same  time  for  a few  years  carrying  on  business 
in  Boston.  He  was  skilled  in  both  navigation  and 
surveying,  and  was  esteemed  as  a judicious  and 
worthy  man.  A sea  captain  in  earlier  life,  he  had 
visited  foreign  parts,  trading  among  the  people  with 
good  success.  He  had  a large  landed  estate,  partly 
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on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Groton,  covering  the  ground  wdiere  the 
Fort  Griswold  and  Groton  monument  now  stands. 
He  also  had  large  tracts  to  the  north  and  south  of 
Groton  Point.  Gapt.  Ghester  held  a large  tract  of 
land  in  the  North  Parish  of  New'  London,  now'  the 
town  of  Montville,  Gonn.  He  married  Hannah 
and  his  children,  so  far  as  known,  were : Abraham, 
John,  Hannah  and  Jonathan.  Of  these  John  mar- 
ried (first),  in  1716,  Mercy  Starr. 

(H)  Abraham  Ghester,  son  of  Samuel,  married 
and  became  the  father  of  several  children,  among 
whom  w'as  Christopher,  mentioned  below'. 

(HI)  Christopher  Chester,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  Oct.  26,  1757,  and  he  died  June  6,  1831.  In 
December,  1775,  he  enlisted  as  a private  under  Gapt. 
Gallup  and  Gol.  Parsons,  of  Connecticut,  for  tw'elve 
jnonths ; in  April,  1777,  he  enlisted  for  six  months 
under  Gapt.  Smith  and  Col.  S.  Warner,  of  New 
Hampshire ; later  for  three  months  he  w'as  under 
Avery  for  guard  duty  at  Groton.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne.  On  April  i,  1818,  he 
-applied  for  a pension,  which  was  granted.  On  Jan. 
3,  1779,  he  married  Martha  Chase,  who  was  born 
March  27,  1753,  and  who  died  Jan.  i,  1828.  Their 
children  of  Westerly  record  were : Martha,  born 
Jan.  16,  1780,  died  May  5,  1837;  Christopher,  born 
June  4,  1781,  died  Oct.  6,  1785;  Lemuel,  Jan.  5, 
1783;  John  Chase,  July  8,  1785;  Christopher  (2), 
Feb.  24,  1792  (or  1794). 

(IV)  Christopher  Chester  (2),  born  Feb.  24, 

1794,  son  of  Christopher,  spent  his  boyhood  and 
■early  school  days  in  Westerly.  He  w'as  a carpenter 
by  trade,  but  later  in  life  w'as  ordained  a minister 
of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  preached  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  also  had  charge  of  a church  near 
Rome,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  died  in  Hopkinton, 
Nov.  10,  1877.  On  Dec.  9,  1813,  he  married  Olive 
Burdick,  who  was  born  in  Stonington,  June  16, 

1795,  and  who  died  Dec.  31,  1883.  Their  children 

w'ere : (i)  Christopher  N.,  born  Nov.  7,  1814,  died 
July  II,  1900.  He  married  Ann  Maxson,  and  had 
four  children:  John  Henry  and  Horace  S.,  of  Hop- 
kinton; Olivia,  unmarried;  and  Martha,  w'ho  mar- 
ried Palmer  Green,  of  Rockville,  R.  I.  (2)  Benja- 
min F.,  born  Sept.  13,  1816,  died  Jan.  22,  1889.  He 
married  Susan  Langw'ortby,  and  had  five  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being 
Albert  L.,  Gilbert  S.  (deceased),  and  Amos  F.  (3) 
John  H.,  born  Nov.  28,  1818,  resides  in  North  Ston- 
ington, Conn.  He  married  Emeline  Merritt,  and  of 
their  children  Louise  married  James  Court  Barber, 
a carpenter  of  Westerly ; John  C.  is  a nurse  in  New 
York;  and  Herbert  lives  in  New  York.  (4)  George 
D.,  born  March  27,  1821,  married  Charlotte  Vars, 
and  died  July  12,  1881.  (5)  Olive  B.,  born  Sept. 

27,  1823,  married  Russell  W.  IMerritt,  and  died 
March  ii,  1876,  leaving  a son,  Dwight  R.,  of  Asha- 
way, R.  I.  (6)  Martha  C.,  born  July  18,  1826,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Perry,  and  died  July  23,  1893.  Their 
son,  Welford,  is  a farmer  near  Rome,  N.  Y.  (7) 


Oliver  B.,  born  Jan.  16,  1829,  married  Fanny  Sis- 
son, and  lives  at  Stillmanville,  R.  I.  They  have  two 
children — Irving,  and  Nettie,  who  married  Judge 
N.  B.  Lewds.  (8)  Daniel  C.,  born  Sept.  2,  1831, 
married  Louise  Sutphen.  (9)  Susan  M.,  born 
March  i,  1835,  resides  at  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  (10) 
Sarah  E.,  born  July  2,  1837,  died  Jan.  22,  1889. 

(V)  Benjamin  E.  Chester,  born  Sept.  13,  1816, 
died  Jan.  22,  1889.  On  Sept.  15,  1839,  he  married 
Susan,  daughter  of  Amos  Langworthy,  w’ho  died 
March  26,  1880.  Their  children  were : Albert  Lang- 
worthy, born  Oct.  10,  1841,  married  Nov.  17,  1866, 
Elizabeth  R.  York;  Gilbert  S.,  born  Dec.  3,  1844, 
died  June  ii,  1903;  Amos  F.,  born  Nov.  28,  1846, 
married  Annetta  Arzemaska ; Christopher  C.,  born 
Sept.  14.  1850,  died  Feb.  14,  1851  ; and  Lois  Ann, 
born  Sept.  14,  1850,  died  Oct.  20,  1850.  Mr.  Ches- 
ter married  (second)  Mary  Ann  Carey,  July  19, 
1882.  He  lived  all  his  life  in  Hopkinton,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  passed  in  West  Mystic,  Conn. 
He  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  batting  in 
Hopkinton,  although  he  was  a tanner  and  currier 
by  trade.  A stanch  Whig,  he  was  always  active  in 
public  matters,  and  was  a lieutenant  in  the  militia. 

(VI)  Albert  Langworthy  Chester  was  born  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  L,  Oct.  10,  1841, .son  of  Benjamin  F. 
On  Nov.  17,  1866,  he  married  Lizzie  R.  York, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Prudence  (Bliven)  York, 
of  \Vesterly.  Mrs.  Chester  is  a member  of  Phebe 
Greene  Ward  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  through  her 
mother,  who  was  an  original  daughter  of  the 
Revolution. 

In  his  school  days  Mr.  Chester  was  alive  to  the 
fact  that  knowledge  is  power,  and  he  applied  him- 
self to  the  acquisition  of  it.  Besides  attending  the 
public  schools,  he  attended  the  Hopkinton  Academy 
of  Ashaway,  and  the  Berwick  Academy,  of  Ber- 
wick, Maine,  after  which  he  was  engaged  somewhat 
as  a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Westerly.  On  Sept.  16,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,'  1 2th  R.  I.  V.  I.,  and  was  clerk  of  his  com- 
pany. He  was  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Dec. 
13.  1862,  and  was  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  July  29,  1863.  In  April,  1868, 
he  came  to  Westerly,  and  for  twenty-five  years  was 
in  the  cotton  and  wool  waste  trade.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware,  real  estate  and  insurance 
business.  IMr.  Chester  took  a prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Rhode  Island,  in  April,  1879,  and 
served  until  Dec.  20,  1882,  when  he  was  elected  to 
the  Senate  to  succeed  Samuel  H.  Cross,  who  re- 
signed. He  was  re-elected  in  April,  1883,  and  again 
in  April,  1884.  He  served  the  town  of  Westerly  as 
a member  of  town  council  for  two  years ; a member 
of  the  board  of  assessors  1891-92-93-94;  delegate 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention  in  Chicago, 
in  June,  1884,  and  also  at  St.  Louis,  in  June,  1896; 
member  of  the  joint  committee  of  States  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  appointed  April  22,  1885, 
to  ascertain  and  agree  upon  a boundary  between  the 
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States  in  the  waters  of  the  Pawcatuck  river,  Little 
Narragansett  Bay  and  the  sea.  This  had  been  in 
dispute  over  200  years.  He  was  a director  of  the 
Washington  National  Bank,  and  a trustee  of  the 
Westerlv  Savings  Bank  from  about  1880,  and  was 
vice-president  of  both  in  1888.  He  was  president 
of  the  Washington  National  Bank  and  AVesterly 
Savings  Bank,  and  later  became  president  of  the 
Washington  Trust  Company,  which  succeeded  the 
two  former  institutions ; and  he  attended  to  much 
of  the  outside  business  of  said  banks  for  several 
years.  On  Jan.  i,  1906,  i\Ir.  Chester  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company,  but 
continued  as  a director,  and  member  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  that  bank.  He  was  also  an  incor- 
porator and  trustee  of  the  Westerly  Memorial  and 
Library  Association,  and  its  vice-president.  He  was 
president  of  the  Westerly  Gas  & Electric  Light 
Company  until  1903,  and  treasurer  and  secretary 
until  1900  of  the  West  Chester  Gas  & Electric 
Company,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  of  which  com- 
pany he  was  one  of  the  organizers ; president  of  the 
Nicholas  & Langworthy  Machine  Company,  of  Hope 
\'alley,  and  of  the  New  York  Safety  Steam  Power 
Company.  He  served  as  commander  of  Budlong 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  a member  of  Franklin 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Palmer  Chapter,  and  Nar- 
ragansett Commandery,  of  Westerly,  R.  I. 
He  was  master  of  Franklin  Lodge  and  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  served 
as  district  deputy  in  Masonic  circles.  His 
religious  connection  was  with  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  iSIissionary  So- 
ciety, and  was  treasurer  of  same  from  February, 
1884,  to  Jan.  I,  1896.  Until  his  death  he  was  a 
member  of  the  financial  board  for  investment  for 
permanent  funds  of  that  society.  He  died  June  29, 
1906.  Mr.  Chester  strived  hard  to  succeed  in  life, 
and  whatever  he  accomplished,  either  in  position  or 
property,  was  quite  largely  the  result  of  his  own 
individual  effort  and  good  judgment,  for  which  he 
justly  deserved  credit. 

CHARLES  SYDNEY  S^IITH,  deceased.  The 
records  of  the  town  of  Warren  show  the  Smiths 
there  as  settled  families  from  a little  after  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  name,  however,  was 
a common  one  in  all  that  region  of  country,  both 
in  ^Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  in  the  very  early 
stages  of  settlement,  and  quite  numerous  were  the 
progenitors  of  the  families  since  bearing  tbe  name. 
One  branch  of  the  Smith  family  of  Warren,  how- 
ever, is  traced  several  generations  back  to  Constant 
and  Martha  (Galusha)  Smith,  the  grandparents  of 
the  Hon.  Charles  Sydney  Smith,  late  of  Providence, 
long  one  of  the  city’s  leading  citizens,  a veteran 
officer  of  the  Civil  war,  a former  member  of  both 
branches  of  the  city  government,  its  mayor  and  a 
representative  in  both  branches  of  the  State  Assem- 
bly. 


Constant  Smith  was  a resident  of  Swansea,. 
Mass.,  where  he  was  engaged  at  farming,  and  there 
he  died  Feb.  7,  1835,  at  tbe  age  of  ninety,  being 
very  active  and  well  preserved  for  his  years.  He 
married  Martha  Galusha,  of  French  descent,  who 
died  Nov.  12,  1820,  aged  seventy-one  years.  Their 
children  were : Charles,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Rachel,  who  married  Donald  Grant,  a farmer  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  there  died  ; Jonathan,  who- 
was  engaged  as  a grocer  in  Warren,  R.  L,  and  who 
married  Nabby  Bowen  ; ^lartba,  who  married  Ma- 
son Barney,  a well-known  ship  builder  at  Barney- 
ville ; Hannab,  wbo  married  Gardner  Mason,  a 
farmer  of  Warren  ; Elisha  Galusha,  father  of  Charles 
Sydney  Smith ; Eleazer,  who  married  Experience- 
Barney,  and  was  an  itinerant  minister  of  the  Swe- 
denborgian  denomination ; Betsey,  who  married 
Reuben  Franklin,  of  Swansea,  iMass. ; and  Darius, 
wbo  located  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a speculator  and  died  unmarried. 

Elisha  Galusha  Smith,  father  of  Charles  Sydney, 
was  born  April  26,  1785,  and  was  a man  of  much 
native  ability,  marked  intelligence  and  uprightness 
of  character.  For  many  years  he  was  agent  for  the 
Dighton  & Mt.  Hope  Manufacturing  Company,  at 
Dighton,  i\Iass.,  later  for  many  years  being  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Warren,  R.  I.,  until  about 
1843,  when  he  removed  to  Lower  Four  Corners,  in 
the  town  of  Dighton,  Mass.  There  he  was  engaged 
at  farming  when  his  death  occurred.  Sept.  5,  1844, 
i\Ir.  Smith  was  a representative  from  Warren  under 
the  People’s  Constitution  in  1842,  and  was  a cham- 
pion of  the  people’s  cause  in  the  Dorr  war,  writing 
many  articles  in  furtherance  thereof.  He  married 
Abby  Carpenter,  born  July  23,  1795,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Patience  (Rogers)  Carpenter,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  and  Ruth  Rogers.  Joseph 
Rogers,  with  his  brothers,  Peleg  and  John,  came 
from  England  to  America.  iNIrs.  Smith  survived 
her  husband,  and  died  in  Warren,  R.  L,  Oct.  15, 
1839,  sged  sixty-four.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Eliza  ]\I.  C.,  born  June  30,  1819,  was  an  invalid  all 
her  life  ami  died  unmarried  Nov.  26,  1879.  (2) 

George  Leonidas,  born  Nov.  24,  1823,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Baptist  denomination,  and  he 
died  in  iSIiddleboro,  iMass.,  Feb.  14,  1880.  He  mar- 
ried Betsey  Ann  Barney.  (3)  Peter  C.,  born  June 
14,  1826.  was  a jeweler  by  occupation,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  died  in  Providence, 
iMarch  22,  1880.  He  married  (first)  Ann  Jane  Lu- 
ther, of  Warren,  and  (second)  Almira  Allen  Mc- 
Lain. (4)  Charles  Sydney  was  born  Oct.  4,  1828. 
(5)  Patience  R.,  born  Oct.  15,  1830,  is  tbe  widow  of 
Ciiarles  i\L  Mulchahey,  of  Providence.  (6)  Henry 
De  Witt,  born  INIarch  2,  1836,  resides  in  Providence, 
a retired  jeweler.  He  married  Olivia  Davenport. 
(7)  John  Day,  born  Feb.  12,  1840,  died  Dec.  19, 
1841.  The  first  four  and  the  last  one  of  the  above 
children  were  born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  the  others  in 
Dighton,  Massachusetts. 

Charles  Sydney  Smith  was  born  Oct.  4,  1828, 
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in  the  town  of  Warren,  R.  L,  and  there  spent  his 
boyhood  until  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when  he  ac- 
companied a relative  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois, 
then  the  Far  West.  He  remained  there  for  four 
years,  employed  at  hard  labor,  on  a farm,  clearing 
land  and  such  other  work  as  was  to  be  done  in  a 
new  country.  His  educational  advantages  were 
very  limited,  consisting  of  a few  weeks’  attendance 
each  winter  at  the  district  school,  which  was  three 
miles  from  his  Illinois  home.  He  made  good  use 
of  his  opportunities,  and  was  able  to  pick  up  a fairly 
good  knowledge  of  the  “three  R’s.’’  Throughout 
his  life  Mr.  Smith  was  a close  observer,  and  he 
could  truthfully  be  called  a self-educated  man.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  an  apprentice- 
ship to  learn  the  jeweler's  trade,  with  Palmer,  Rich- 
ardson & Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers  at  Newark, 
N.  J.,  where  he  remained  nearly  four  years.  He 
received  the  usual  small  wages  of  an  apprentice  in 
those  days.  Returning  to  Warren,  he  was  engaged 
as  a jeweler  there  until  1855,  when  he  came  to 
Providence  and  entered  the  employ  of  Sackett,  Da- 
vis & Co.,  then  located  on  Richmond  street. 

Early  in  the  Civil  war,  in  September,  1861,  Mr. 
Smith  enlisted  in  the  4th  Regiment,  R.  I.  V.  I.  He 
was  soon  after  commissioned  second  lieutenant  and 
detached  as  regimental  quartermaster.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant  Oct.  2,  1861,  and  on  the 
4th  of  that  month  left  for  Washington.  In  Novem- 
ber, following,  during  the  ^Maryland  campaign,  he 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  brigade  quartermaster  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  who  at  the  close  of 
that  campaign  offered  him  a permanent  position  on 
his  staff,  with  commission  as  captain,  which  tender 
he  declined.  Lieutenant  Smith  joined  the  Burnside 
expedition  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  detailed 
to  the  position  of  acting  brigade  quartermaster  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  holding  that  posi- 
tion until  the  battle  of  Roanoke,  Feb.  8,  1862.  when 
he  was  relieved  by  the  regular  commissioned  quar- 
termaster. He  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Roanoke, 
Newbern  and  Fort  iMacon,  in  his  capacity  as  quar- 
termaster. In  July.  1862,  he  accompanied  the  regi- 
ment to  Newport  News,  thence  to  Aquia  Creek, 
where  he,  with  a number  of  other  officers,  tendered 
his  resignation.  Returning  to  Rhode  Island  in  the 
fall  of  1862,  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade  with  his 
former  employers,  Sackett,  Davis  & Co.,  at  Provi- 
dence. In  June,  1863.  he  was  given  a commission 
as  first  lieutenant  and  quartermaster  of  the  14th  R. 
I.  V.  I.,  by  Gov.  James  Y.  Smith,  but  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  regiment  was  never  completed,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Smith  did  not  re-enter  the  service. 

From  1866  to  1870  Mr.  Smith  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  jewelry  manufactory  of  Sackett,  Davis  & 
Co.,  with  which  he  had  continued.  In  1870  he 
formed  a copartnership  with  Samuel  W.  Saxton,  of 
New  York,  under  the  name  of  Saxton,  Smith  & 
Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  solid  gold 
chains  at  Providence,  which  business  was  continued 
under  that  name  until  afjer  the  death  of  Mr.  Sax- 


ton, when  Mr.  Smith  continued  it  alone  until  1903. 
That  year  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  the  C.  Sydney  Smith  Company,  with 
Charles  Sydney  Smith  as  president,  and  Roswell  C. 
Smith  as  treasurer.  The  New  York  branch  is  in 
Maiden  Lane,  and  conducted  under  the  name  of 
C.  Sydney  Smith  & Company.  The  business  is  a 
very  successful  and  prosperous  one,  ranking  among 
the  first  in  the  countr}^  Owing  to  his  advancing 
years  Mr.  Smith  gradually  turned  the  cares  of  the 
business  over  to  his  sons,  who  have  grown  up  in  it, 
but  he  was  always  consulted  on  the  more  important 
matters  and  kept  in  close  touch  with  its  affairs  until 
his  death,  Aug.  12,  1907.  He  was  also  president  of 
the  United  Wire  and  Supply  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

i\Ir.  Smith,  from  the  latter  sixties,  through  a 
period  of  a third  of  a century  or  more,  was  most 
prominently  identified  with  the  public  affairs  of 
Providence.  The  Providence  Tribune,  commenting 
editorially  upon  his  services  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
said : “The  late  Charles  Sydney  Smith  was  a good 
example  of  the  public  spirited  business  man  who, 
without  professing  special  aptitude  for  public  affairs, 
is  willing  to  give  some  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
duties  of  officeholding  when  his  fellow-citizens  in- 
vite him,  though  in  doing  so  he  risks  incurring  un- 
pleasant criticism  and  even  abuse  and  can  hope  at 
the  best  for  little  other  reward  than  the  conscious- 
ness of  not  having  shirked  political  duty.  Tlesides 
his  one  year  in  the  mayor’s  chair,  iMr.  Smith  was  at 
various  times  selected  for  legislative  work  at  both 
the  city  hall  and  the  State  house ; and  in  that  service 
he  assisted  industriously  and  intelligently  in  the 
formulation  of  some  measures  of  more  than  ordinary 
importance.”  He  was  a member  from  the  Sixth 
ward  in  the  common  council  in  1868,  1869,  1872 
and  1887.  He  was  a representative  from  the  city 
in  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Assembly  in  1877, 
1878,  1879  and  1 88 1,  and  a State  senator  in  1888. 
He  was  made  the  nominee  of  his  party,  the  Repub- 
lican, in  1890  for  mayor,  and  was  elected,  serving 
one  term,  from  Jan.  i,  1891,  to  Jan.  i,  1892.  during 
which  he  gave  the  city  a business  administration 
which  reflected  much  credit  upon  him.  His  long 
public  service  was  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  a man  who  had  come  up  from  an  humble  start 
through  the  ranks  of  practical  experience  and  by 
the  force  of  his  make-up  attained  success  in  business, 
position  in  society,  and  honor  in  public  life.  He 
accumulated  a nice  property,  and  was  entirely  self- 
made. 

iMr.  Smith  was  made  a master  Mason  in  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  at  Warren,  R.  L,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  became  a charter  member  of  Adel- 
phoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  F.  and  A.  iM.,  at  Providence, 
when  it  was  chartered  in  1876.  He  served  as  master 
of  the  lodge  in  1883.  He  was  ever  much  interested 
in  iMasonry,  was  a member  of  Providence  Chapter, 
Providence  Council,  and  St.  John’s  Commandery, 
No.  I,  Knights  Templar,  belonged  to  all  the  Scot- 
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tish  Rite  bodies,  and  reached  the  32d  degree.  He 
was  also  a member  of  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  I,  O. 

O.  F. 

On  Dec.  12,  1849,  Smith  was  married  to 
Lavinia  Winberg  Gorgas,  daughter  of  George  Gor- 
gas,  of  Philadelphia;  she  died  Feb.  26,  1857,  aged 
twenty-three  years.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union : ( i ) Roswell  Cunningham,  who  has  been 
connected  with  his  father’s  business  since  leaving 
school,  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  and  public  life  of  Providence  and 
has  been  a member  of  the  city  council ; he 
married  Alice  James,  and  has  one  daughter,  La- 
vinia Winberg,  now  the  wife  of  Linus  D.  Arm- 
strong, by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Roswell  Duane, 
the  great-grandson  of  Charles  Sydney  Smith. 
(2)  Alberto  is  also  connected  with  the  business, 
liaving  been  thus  engaged  since  leaving  school. 

Mr.  Charles  Sydney  Smith  was  married  (sec- 
ond) on  Aug.  15,  1858,  to  Mary  Ann  Fish,  born 
JNlay  24,  1826,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy 
(W  heeler)  Fish,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  but  who 
were  both  natives  of  Connecticut  and  descendants 
of  old  families.  Mr.  and  iSlrs.  Smith  had  one 
daughter,  Cora  Carpenter,  who  married  George  H. 
Dean,  Jr.,  and  died  in  Providence,  July  21,  1901, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Cora  Carpenter,  who  makes 
her  home  with  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Smith,  and 
is  attending  the  Friends'  school. 

ELIJAH  KENYON,  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens and  successful  business  men  in  his  section  of 
the  State,  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best-known  families  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
Kenyon  family  is  also  numerous  in  the  State,  repre- 
senting many  different  branches  from  the  estab- 
lished progenitor,  John  Kenyon,  of  Kings  Town, 
R.  1.  It  is  stated  in  American  ancestry  that  he  was 
descended  from  the  Kenyons  of  Peel,  Lancaster, 
England,  and  from  him  have  descended  various 
branches  of  the  family,  particularly  those  of  South 
county  connection.  Elijah  Kenyon,  a descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  this  John  Kenyon, 
traced  his  line  through  John,  John  (2),  Jonathan, 
Samuel,  Elijah  and  Lewis. 

(I)  John  Kenyon  was  of  Kings  Town. 

(II)  John  Kenyon's  (2)  birth  is  not  of  record 
in  North  Kingstown,  but  from  his  sworn  statement 
it  was  in  1657,  while  his  death  was  in  1732.  In  his 
will  he  leaves  £10  to  each  of  his  sons,  John,  James, 
Enoch,  Joseph  and  David,  and  to  his  son  Jonathan, 
the  executor,  he  bequeathed  all  his  movable  estate. 

(III)  Jonathan  Kenyon  married  Sarah  Rogers, 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth. 

(lY)  Samuel  Kenyon,  son  of  Jonathan,  lived  in 
Charlestown,  R.  L,  and  was  several  times  married. 
In  his  will,  which  was  probated  July  21,  1801,  he 
mentions  children  as  follows:  Jonathan,  James, 
Samuel,  Elijah,  Barnabas,  Job,  Lewis,  Elizabeth, 
Anna  and  Sarah. 

(V)  Elijah  Kenyon,  born  IMay  15,  1759,  mar- 


ried Dec.  8,  1780,  Penelope  Perr^q  who  was  born 
May  8,  1762,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  a large 
family,  among  whom  were  Lewis,  Samuel,  Simeon, 
Perry,  Beriah,  Penelope,  Susan,  Sarah  and  Eliza. 
Elijah  Kenyon,  the  father,  died  Dec.  13,  1806,  the 
mother  surviving  until  Alay,  1842.  Elijah  Kenyon 
enlisted  in  1775  in  the  Revolutionary  army  as  a 
private  under  Capt.  Amos  Green  and  Col.  Joseph 
Noyes,  and  participated  in  the  Spencer  expedition 
and  in  the  Sullivan  expedition. 

(VI)  Lewis  Kenyon  was  born  June  7,  1783,  and 
married  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  Eeb.  20,  1812,  Ann 
Sherman,  who  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  May 
22,  1790,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Hoxie) 
Sherman.  Thomas  Sherman  was  a son  of  James, 
whose  first  wife  was  a Eranklin,  his  second  a Frye, 
and  his  Jhird  a Reynolds.  Lewis  Kenyon  was  a 
farmer  and  clothier.  On  March  3,  1820,  he  bought 
a farm,  where  the  village  of  Kenyon  is  now  located, 
from  Thomas  Holburton  and  his  wife  Drusilla  Hol- 
burton,  which  property  also  included  a small  woolen 
mill,  in  which  was  carried  on  the  finishing  of  cloth. 
At  the  time  of  this  purchase  the  property  was  called 
Holburton  Hill.  The  name  was  changed  to  Kenyon’s 
Mills  about  1845  0^  1850,  and  finally,  March  26, 
1888,  at  the  time  the  post  office  was  established  at 
the  village,  it  became  Kenyon.  It  was  here  that 
Lewis  Kenyon  resided  for  many  years,  employed 
in  the  business  of  finishing  cloth  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  7,  1839.  His  wife 
survived  until  Sept.  2,  1870.  They  are  buried  in  the 
private  cemetery  at  Kenyon.  He  served  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  his  widow  had  a grant  of  160  acres  of 
land  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

The  children  of  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Kenyon, 
a family  remarkable  for  good  citizenship,  were  as 
follows:  Lucy  Sherman,  born  April  i,  1813,  never 
married,  and  died  June  2,  1886.  Abial  Sherman, 
twin  to  Lucy,  born  April  i,  1813,  died  Sept.  15, 
1875,  was  a manufacturer;  he  married,  Jan.  4,  1842, 
in  Providence,  Margaret  IMaranda  Taylor,  and  their 
children  died  before  the  parents ; he  is  mentioned 
elsewhere.  Elijah,  born  Feb.  24,  1815,  is  mentioned 
below.  Parmelia  Clarke,  born  Sept.  4,  1817,  mar- 
ried John  S.  Clarke,  of  Richmond,  and  died  Nov. 
13,  1900.  Mary  Ann,  born  March  14,  1820,  died 
Jan.  15,  1842.  Hannah  Griselda,  born  Aug.  14, 
1822,  died  Oct.  24,  1893,  unmarried.  Charles  Henry, 
born  Aug.  24,  1824,  was  a successful  woolen  manu- 
facturer, and  died  Sept.  20,  1891,  in  Norwich, 
Conn. ; he  married  in  1861  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
Emeline  Newell  Bentley,  and  two  children  came  to 
this  union — Carrie  S.,  now  IMrs.  William  S.  Slo- 
cum, of  Brookline,  Mass.,  and  Charles  Henry,  treas- 
urer of  the  National  IMachinery  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence (mentioned  elsewhere).  Sarah  Penelope, 
born  Dec.  22,  1827,  married  George  Weeden,  of 
South  Kingstown,  on  Oct.  26,  1851,  and  died  Nov. 
II,  1894.  Thomas  Randolph,  born  June  ii,  1829, 
died  Nov.  8,  1832.  Isaac  Denison,  born  Aug.  14, 
1831,  married  Carrie  J.  Freeman,  Sept.  9,  1862; 
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he  was  a member  of  Company  B,  2ist  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  was  first  lieutenant,  wounded 
Aug.  i8,  1864,  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  died  Sept,  i, 
1864;  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  Susan 
Elizabeth,  born  May  21,  1834,  the  only  survivor  of 
eleven  children,  owns  and  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead at  Kenyon,  R.  I.  This  old  home  was  built  in 
1735,  by  Joshua  and  Samuel  Clarke,  brothers,  was 
bequeathed  by  the  mother  to  the  three  daughters, 
Lucy  S.,  Hannah  G.  and  Susan  E.,  and  has  since 
become  the  property  of  Susan  E.  Kenyon. 

(\’II)  Elijah  Kenyon  was  born  in  Hopkinton, 
R.  I.,  Feb.  24,  1815,  and  attended  school  in  Hopkin- 
ton until  1832,  when  he  became  a pupil  of  the 
academy  at  Kingston.  Obtaining  thus  a substantial 
education,  he  was  prepared  for  the  active  duties  of 
life  and  began  as  an  assistant  to  his  father  in  the 
dressing  of  cloth,  which  he  continued  until  the 
death  of  the  latter.  Then  he  formed  a copartner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Abial  S.  Kenyon,  and  the  old 
mill  so  long  used  for  cloth  finishing  was  devoted  to 
carding  and  spinning.  They  first  introduced  six 
looms  and  began  the  weaving  of  cloth  in  this  mill, 
meeting  with  much  success.  They  erected  in  1844 
a new  mill,  near  the  site  of  the  old  structure,  larger, 
more  complete  in  its  appointments,  and  with  in- 
creased facilities  for  manufacturing.  Mr.  Kenyon 
built  and  for  five  years  operated  the  Laurel  Glen 
Mill,  in  North  Stonington,  and  then  took  as  a part- 
ner his  brother,  Charles  H.  Kenyon,  who  in  1863 
bought  this  mill.  In  1856  Elijah  Kenyon  returned 
to  Richmond  and  purchased  the  interest  of  his 
brother,  Abial  S.,  in  the  mill  owned  jointly  by  them, 
which  he  operated  until  1863.  Then  C.  B.  Coon 
was  admitted  as  a partner.  In  1862  a spacious  store 
was  opened  for  the  convenience  of  the  mill  opera- 
tives,' in  1866  a cotton  mill  was  erected  for  the 
manufacture  of  yarns,  and  in  1872  Mr.  Kenyon  had 
designed  and  constructed  one  of  the  most  attractive 
residences  in  the  town,  equipped  with  modern  and 
luxurious  appliances.  In  1881  the  partnership  ex- 
isting between  Elijah  Kenyon  and  C.  B.  Coon  was 
dissolved  and  John  S.  Kenyon  was  admitted  to  an 
interest  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  Kenyon  & Son, 
which  style  still  continues.  i\Ir.  Kenyon’s  associa- 
tion with  Mr.  C.  B.  Coon  was  marked  by  the  most 
friendly  relations  between  the  partners,  and  such 
harmony  as  seldom  characterizes  business  partner- 
ship. On  the  death  of  Elijah  Kenyon,  Dec.  3,  1881, 
his  son,  John  S.  Kenyon,  succeeded  to  the  business, 
and  has  since  successfully  operated  the  mills  under 
the  name  of  E.  Kenyon  & Son. 

“As  a citizen  Elijah  Kenyon  was  unusually  es- 
teemed. He  was  noble,  generous-hearted  and 
truthful  in  his  dealings,  and  withal  exceedingly 
modest,  never  aspiring  to  any  public  honor.  Gifted 
with  rare  business  qualifications,  his  advice  was  fre- 
quently sought  on  matters  of  business  importance, 
and  always  willingly  given.  His  social  and  open- 
hearted  nature  won  many  friends.  Not  being  fond 
of  travel,  his  pleasures  were  found  chiefly  within 
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the  compass  of  his  home,  and  the  affairs  pertaining 
to  his  office.” 

On  April  25,  1859,  Mr.  Kenyon  married  Mary 
A.  Lewis,  born  Nov.  28,  1838,  daughter  of  Arnold 
and  Mary  A.  (Tillinghast)  Lewis,  of  Exeter,  R.  I., 
and  they  became  tlie  parents  of  five  children,  viz. : 
John  Shekm.\x,  born  Aug.  2,  i860,  married  Alice 
H.  Morse,  and  resides  in  Providence,  R.  L;  they 
had  no  children.  Mary  Lewis  resides  with  her 
mother ; she  was  educated  at  the  Moses  Brown 
school  in  Providence.  Isaac  Denison,  born  Nov.  7, 
1867,  died  aged  four  years.  Leonora  Parsons,  who 
died  aged  twenty-five  years,  unmarried,  was  edu- 
cated at  Miss  Abbott’s  school  in  Providence.  Fred 
Elijah,  born  Nov.  15,  1875,  died  in  infancy. 

Arnold  Lewis,  father  of  Mrs.  Kenyon,  was  born 
in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  in  1791,  son  of  Stephen  Lewis,  a 
descendant  of  William  Lewis,  who  came  to  New 
England  in  the  ship  "Lion,”  landing  at  Boston  Sept. 
16,  1632.  On  Oct.  10,  1822,  Arnold  Lewis  married 
Mary  A.  Tillinghast,  who  was  born  May  25,  1800. 
They  were  farming  people,  and  spent  their  lives  in 
Exeter,  where  they  reared  the  following  family 
(i)  Eunice,  born  May  ii,  1823,  married  Stephen 
A.  Taft't,  and  lives  in  West  Kingston.  (2)  Gardi- 
ner, born  Aug.  9,  1825,  was  thrown  from  a horse 
and  killed  when  a boy.  (3)  Joseph  Allen,  born 
Jan.  5,  1829,  was  a nurseryman  at  Willimantic, 
Conn.,  where  he  died.  (4)  Sarah,  born  Oct.  17, 
1830,  married  John  T.  Lewis,  and  died  in  West 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  (5)  Eliza  P.,  born  Feb.  17, 
1832,  married  Joseph  R.  Frye,  now  deceased,  and 
resides  in  Willimantic,  Conn.  (6)  John,  born  Oct. 
6,  1833,  was  in  the  nursery  business  at  Dighton, 
Mass.,  where  he  died.  (7)  Mary  Abbie,  born  Nov. 
28,  1838,  married  Elijah  Kenyon,  of  Kenyon,  R.  I. 
(8)  Hannah  E.,  born  March  28,  1841,  resides  in 
Willimantic,  Conn.,  unmarried.  (9)  Henry  Byron, 
born  June  19,  1846,  is  superintendent  of  the  repair 
shops  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 
Railway  Company,  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  a general  in  the 
State  militia,  and  was  active  in  town  politics.  Mrs. 
Lewis  was  a member  of  tne  Baptist  Church.  She 
died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  ^Mrs.  Kenyon, 
and  is  buried  at  Wood  River  cemetery.  Mr.  Lewis 
died  in  Exeter,  R.  L,  and  was  interred  in  the  old 
homestead  burying-ground. 

FRANK  HAIL  BROWN,  treasurer  and  agent 
of  the  Cutler  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Warren, 
R.  I.,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  L,  Sept.  5,  i860, 
son  of  John  Adams  and  Ellen  M.  (Hail)  Brown, 
and  grandson  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Hollis  (Bur- 
rell) Brown,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

John  Adams  Brown  settled  in  Providence, 
where  he  married  Oct.  20,  1853,  Ellen  M.  Hail, 
daughter  of  George  Hail.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union : Ellen  Mary,  born  April  14, 
1856,  who  married  John  King  Berry,  of  Dorches- 
ter, Mass. ; and  Frank  Hail. 
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Mr.  John  Adams  Brown  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  George  W.  Ladd,  inventor  and  patentee 
of  the  Ladd  Gold  Filled  Watch  Case,  organizing 
the  Ladd  Watch  Case  Company.  Mr.  Ladd  had 
■charge  of  the  manufacture  of  the  goods  and  Mr. 
Brown  furnished  the  means  and  managed  the  bus- 
iness. He  continued  in  this  occupation  until  his 
death,  March  31,  1892. 

Frank  Hail  Brown  attended  for  some  years  the 
well-known  English  and  Classical  School  of  Mow- 
ry  and  Goff,  but  was  prepared  for  college  by  a 
private  tutor.  He  graduated  from  Brown  Univer- 
sity with  the  class  of  1885,  receiving  the  degrees  of 
A.  B.  and  A.  M.  Soon  after  leaving  college,  Mr. 
Brown  engaged  with  the  Cutler  Manufacturing 
Company  of  \\'arren,  R.  I.,  learning  the  business, 
and  on  the  death  of  Captain  Cutler,  in  the  spring 
of  1889,  he  became  treasurer  and  agent  of  the 
company,  MV\  Richard  A.  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia, 
being  president. 

Mr.  Brown  has  taken  no  active  part  in  pub- 
lic matters.  He  is  a member  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  and  Psi  Upsilon  fraternities  and  also  of  the 
University  Club. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  June  27,  1893,  to  iSIiss 
Alice  Francis,  daughter  of  Charles  Whiling  Fran- 
cis, of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union:  John  Francis,  born  July  16, 
1895,  and  Francis  Hail,  born  Sept.  19,  1899. 

WILLIAiM  CLARK  (deceased)  was  one  of  the 
great  threadmakers  of  the  world,  and  a man  who  by 
his  own  efforts  rose  from  a boy  in  the  mill  to  a 
position  of  prominence  in  the  threadmaking  industry 
that  was  second  to  none  in  America.  He  was  born 
in  Paisley,  Scotland,  July  20,  1819. 

Mr.  Clark  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Paisley. 
His  opportunities  for  an  education  were  very  mea- 
ger, his  parents  being  people  of  limited  means,  and 
their  deaths,  when  he  was  yet  but  a boy,  practically 
threw  him  on  his  own  resources.  Paisley  was  then 
the  center  of  the  thread  industry  of  the  world,  and 
in  this  business  he  began  as  a boy.  He  was  indus- 
trious and  observing,  and  as  the  years  rolled  by  he 
learned  the  business  thoroughly,  and  subsequently 
returned  to  it  not  only  what  had  been  taught  him, 
but  he  gave  to  it  many  improved  methods  and 
processes  that  have  long  since  been  regarded  as 
standards,  and  are  in  use  everywhere  today.  His 
advancement  in  the  business  was  rapid,  his  promo- 
tions being  the  result  of  merit  and  fidelity.  He 
became  manager  of  the  Kerr  & Clark  Thread  Com- 
pany, at  Paisley,  and  for  twelve  years  ably  filled 
that  position. 

In  1865  when  the  Clark  Brothers  organized  The 
Clark  Thread  Company,  and  decided  to  build  their 
mills  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  Mr.  W'illiam  Clark  was  se- 
lected general  manager,  in  which  capacity,  and  also 
as  director,  he  served  that  company  for  about 
twentv-six  years,  and  during  that  time  the  manu- 
facturing department  of  the  business  prospered 


greatly  under  his  skillful  management.  Up  to  the 
year  1891  he  had  been  associated  with  the  Clarks, 
George  A.,  Alexander  and  William,  as  manager  and 
director  in  Scotland  and  the  United  States,  for 
forty-two  years.  In  1891,  however,  he  disposed  of 
his  interests  and  locating  in  Westerly,  R.  1.,  estab- 
lished at  Clarkville  the  thread  plant  of  the  William 
Clark  Company.  Until  this  plant  was  absorbed  in 
1899,  by  the  American  Thread  Company,  Mr.  Clark 
was  active  as  its  president  and  treasurer,  and  even 
after  its  consolidation  he  remained  as  president  of 
the  company. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  he 
gained  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  business  ac- 
quaintances, being  regarded  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  and  manufacturers  of  that 
city.  He  was  a director  of  the  North  Ward  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  Newark,  and  devoted  considerable 
time  to  banking  affairs.  Mr.  Clark  was  a man  of 
sterling  character,  whose  judgment  in  business  af- 
fairs was  recognized  and  valued  by  all  associated 
with  him  in  his  long  life.  Back  of  the  quiet  reserve 
were  force  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  his  sub- 
ject, which  won  for  him  the  respect  of  his  employes, 
as  well  as  those  whom  he  met  in  the  thread  industry. 
He  was  a hard  worker,  of  great  energy,  and  his 
capacity  for  business  affairs  was  large.  He  knew 
every  detail,  whether  in  the  mechanical  department 
or  in  the  business  of  the  office,  and  very  few  men 
were  in  his  employ  whose  work  he  could  not  per- 
form if  the  occasion  demanded  it.  His  greatest 
recreation  was  traveling,  although  he  was  very  fond 
of  reading,  and  had  read  a great  deal.  He  made 
numerous  trips  to  Scotland,  and  had  visited  about 
all  the  countries  of  Continental  Europe.  In  America 
he  had  also  traveled  extensively,  and  had  visited 
the  scenic  and  historical  sections.  The  natural 
scenery  of  America  to  him  seemed  grander  and 
more  interesting  than  that  of  Europe,  and  he  had 
seen  it  in  both  countries.  He  enjoyed  the  personal 
acquaintance  of  many  prominent  men. 

In  1847,  Paisley.  Scotland,  Mr.  Clark  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Stuart  Connell,  who  died  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1885.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  them  : Janet  (deceased),  who  married 
Capt.  James  Nichol,  superintendent  of  the  Anchor 
Line  pier  at  No.  54  North  River,  New  York,  and 
their  three  children  were:  Beatrice  Marie  (the  wife 
of  James  M.  Pendleton  of  Westerly),  James  Doug- 
las and  Stuart : George,  who  died  aged  thirty-six 
years ; Mary  Stuart,  who  married  Marshall  Dar- 
rach,  the  great  Shakesperian  reader ; William,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows ; Robert  Kerr,  agent  of  the 
Merrick  and  Hadley  Thread  Mill,  Holyoke,  Mass., 
who  married  Miss  Kate  Lewis,  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  and  resides  in  Springfield,  Mass. ; and  Agnes, 
who  resides  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  the  widow  of  C.  By- 
ron Cottrell. 

From  1891  Mr.  Clark  had  spent  his  summers 
at  Watch  Hill,  R.  I.,  where  his  death  occurred  Aug. 
6,  1900.  He  was  ill  but  a very  short  time,  in  fact 
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a serious  illness  was  entirely  unknown  to  him.  His 
strong,  robust  constitution  seemed  to  give  way  all 
of  a sudden,  for  he  was  active  and  vigorous  until  the 
■end. 

The  Newark  Call,  under  date  of  Aug.  12,  1900, 
said  editorially : “The  late  William  Clark  represented 
a class  of  citizens  whose  work  and  influence  have 
made  Newark  the  successful,  yet  conservative  and 
safe  business  community  which  it  is  today.  Many 
of  these,  like  Mr.  Clark,  were  of  Scotch  origin,  yet 
Ireland,  England,  Germany,  Holland  and  France 
also  have  had  notable  representatives,  and  we  find 
that  it  is  the  man  who  counts,  not  his  origin,  nor 
even  his  opportunities.  Mr.  Clark  was  remarkable 
in  many  ways,  but  most  so  for  the  respect  in  which 
he  was  held  as  a business  man,  for  the  love  he  in- 
spired in  the  closer  ties  of  the  family  and  the  social 
circle,  and  the  devotion  of  great  numbers  of  men 
and  women  who  were  at  one  time  or  another  under 
his  direction  in  the  mills  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected.” 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  Clark  clung  to  the  faith 
of  his  parents,  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  Clark  was  born  in  Paisley,  Scotland, 
Sept.  28,  1857,  and  was  but  a boy  of  eight  years 
when  his  parents  came  to  America.  His  boyhood, 
after  that  age,  was  passed  in  Newark,  N.  J.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  that  city,  and  when  it  came 
to  taking  up  a business  it  was  but  natural  for  him 
to  turn  to  that  of  thread  manufacturing.  His  early 
training  in  this  line  was  received  in  mills  No.  2 and 
No.  3,  of  the  Clark  Thread  Company,  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey. 

Since  1891  he  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  William  Clark  Thread  Mill,  in  Paw- 
catuck.  Conn.,  of  which  he  has  been  agent  for  sev- 
eral years.  Mr.  Clark  is  a thoroughly  practical 
man  in  his  line,  having  “grown  up  in  the  business.” 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  Newark,  N.  J.,-  to 
Miss  Ada  McGregor,  of  that  city,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children — Janet  McGregor,  Wil- 
liam McGregor  and  Robert  Stuart. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a member  of  a number  of  social 
and  athletic  organizations,  among  them  being  the 
Agawam  Hunt  Club,  of  Providence,  also  the 
Mishquamicut  Club,  of  Watch  Hill. 

JOHN  CLARKE  BUDLONG,  M.  D.,  who  for 
almost  twenty  years  was  surgeon-general  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  who  for  many  years  occupied  a 
most  prominent  position  in  his  profession  through- 
out the  State,  came  from  one  of  the  old  Huguenot 
families  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a lineal  descend- 
ant of  Francis  Endlong,  the  first  settler  of  the  name 
in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  being  a representa- 
tive of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  line.  The 
line  is  through  John,  Moses,  Samuel,  Samuel  (2), 
Samuel  (3),  to  Dr.  John  Clarke.  Dr.  Budlongwas 
also  a lineal  descendant  of  Roger  Williams. 

(I)  Francis  Budlong,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  mar- 


ried March  19,  1669,  Rebecca,  widow  of  Joseph 
Howard,  and  daughter  of  John  Lippitt.  Francis 
Budlong,  with  his  wife  and  all  his  family  except  his 
son  John,  was  massacred  by  the  Indians  at  the  out- 
break of  the  tribes  on  the  west  side  of  Narragansett 
bay,  these  tribes  joining  in  the  effort  of  King  Philip 
to  exterminate  the  white  settlers  in  November,  1675. 
John,  then  three  or  four  years  of  age,  was  carried 
away  by  the  Indians,  but  was  subsequently  rescued 
by  a person  by  the  name  of  Lippitt,  of  his  mother’s 
family.  The  home  of  this  family  was  in  Old  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  at  what  is  known  as  Horse  Neck. 

(H)  John  Budlong,  born  in  1672,  in  Warwick, 
R.  L,  was  placed  in  the  care  of  his  uncle,  Moses 
Lippitt,  after  his  rescue  from  the  Indians.  In  1692 
he  became  the  owner  of  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
on  Cowesett  bay,  to  which  he  later  added,  by  pur- 
chase and  exchange,  until  he  owned  several  hundred 
acres,  including  Brush  Neck.  On  a part  of  this  land 
he  built  a home  which  he  occupied,  and  which  has 
remained  in  the  family  until  the  present  time.  He 
married  Isabel  Potter,  born  Oct.  17,  1664,  daughter 
of  John  and  Ruth  (Fisher)  Potter.  She  died  in 
1731,  and  Mr.  Budlong  passed  away  Oct.  4,  1744. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children. 

(HI)  Moses  Budlong,  born  in  1708,  married 
(first)  July  4,  1734,  Hannah  Staples,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  Staples.  He  died  in  1789,  the 
father  of  four  children. 

(IV)  Samuel  Budlong,  born  in  Warwick,  R.  I., 
in  1736,  died  in  1816.  He  married  Sept.  28,  1758, 
Katharine  Rhodes,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Rhodes, 
Jr.  Samuel  Budlong,  of  Warwick,  was  a private 
in  Captain  Rice’s  company.  Col.  John  Waterman’s 
regiment,  from  December,  1776,  to  January,  1777. 
In  1781  the  town  of  Warwick  voted  to  pay  one 
shilling  a day  in  cash  to  those  of  that  town  pro- 
ducing a certificate  of  service  from  their  command- 
ing officer;  such  payments  were  made  to  Samuel 
Budlong  and  Samuel  Budlong,  Jr.  Samuel  Bud- 
long,  Jr.,  of  Warwick,  was  a private  in  Capt.  Allen 
Johnston’s  company,  Thomas  Tillinghast’s  regi- 
ment, Rhode  Island  militia. 

(V)  Samuel  Budlong  (2),  born  Nov.  2,  1763, 
died  IMay  i,  1836.  He  married  April  3,  1791, 
\vaitey  Salisbury,  who  was  born  Dec.  19,  1771, 
died  Oct.  14,  1857,  daughter  of  Nathan  Salisbury, 
of  Cranston.  In  their  family  of  children  was  a son, 
Samuel  (3).  Samuel  Budlong  (2)  served  in  the 
Revolution  as  related  in  the  last  paragraph.  He  en- 
listed as  a drummer  boy  when  but  sixteen  years  old. 
His  widow  drew  a pension  for  this  service. 

(VI)  Samuel  Budlong  (3),  born  Nov.  19,  1809, 
was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  the  town  of  Cranston. 
He  was  a quiet,  good  citizen,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected, and  while  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics  he 
took  no  active  part  in  public  affairs.  His  death 
occurred  Oct.  25,  1875.  His  wife,  whom  he  mar- 
ried Jan.  23,  1829,  was  Rachel  Martin,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Rebecca  (Salisbury)  Martin.  She 
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preceded  him  to  the  better  land,  dying  in  1840,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six  years. 

Mrs.  Rachel  (INlartin)  Budlong  was  a descend- 
ant in  the  sixth  generation  from  Richard  Martin, 
^lv’ho  with  his  son  John  and,  it  may  be,  others  of  the 
tamily,  with  Rev.  John  INlyles  and  his  Baptist  asso- 
ciates, came  from  Wales  about  1665,  and  settled  in 
that  part  of  Rehoboth  which  later  became  Swansea. 
Mrs.  Budlong's  lineage  was  through  (II  ) John  and 
Joannah  (Esten),  (III)  John  and  Nancy  (Hay- 
ward), (IV)  Lieut.  Hezekiah  and  Hannah  (x\n- 
drus),  (V)  Ephraim  and  Rebecca  (Salisbury). 
Both  Hezekiah  Martin  and  his  son  Ephraim  were 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  Hezekiah  was  a ser- 
geant in  Capt.  Stephen  Bullock’s  company.  Col. 
Thomas  Carpenter's  regiment,  in  Rhode  Island,  on 
the  alarm  of  Dec.  8,  1.776;  reported  marched  to 
Bristol,  R.  I.;  sergeant  in  Lieut.  James  Horton’s 
company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter’s  regiment,  in 
Rhode  Island,  on  an  alarm  in  August,  1780  ; marched 
to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  by  order  of  the  council,  July  22, 
1780.  Ephraim  Martin  was  a drummer  in  Capt. 
Stephen  Bullock’s  company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpen- 
ter’s regiment,  in  Rhode  Island  on  the  alarm  of  Dec. 
8,  1776;  reported  marched  to  Bristol,  R.  I.  Mar- 
tin and  Nathaniel  Salisbury,  ancestors  of  ISIrs. 
Rachel  (Martin)  Budlong,  were  also  patriots  of  the 
Revolution, 

To  Samuel  (3)  and  Rachel  (Martin)  Budlong 
were  born  the  following  children : Martin  S.,  a 
printer  by  trade,  lived  in  Providence ; he  married 
Elizabeth  Arnold.  Olive  S.  married  Dr.  Isaac 
Sawin,  and  resides  in  Providence.  Samuel  N.,  for- 
merly a merchant  in  Providence,  now  lives  retired 
in  Scituate,  R.  I.  John  Clarke  is  mentioned  below. 
Rachel  married  (first)  Benjamin  Smith,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  A.  Smith,  of  Smithfield. 

(\TI)  John  Clarke  Budlong  was  born  in  Cran- 
ston, R.  I.,  Aug.  28,  1836,  and  was  brought  up  as 
a farmer’s  boy.  Being  quite  young  when  left  practi- 
cally an  orphan,  he  was,  from  the  age  of  nine  years, 
obliged  to  support  himself,  and  thus  early  acquired 
a thorough  knowledge  of  hard  work.  But  as  he 
was  bright  and  learned  rapidly  he  performed  his 
duties,  whatever  they  were,  well.  Engaging  in 
such  farm  work  as  his  age  permitted,  he  attended 
in  the  meantime  the  district  schools,  his  schooling, 
from  the  age  of  nine  until  he  was  fifteen,  being 
limited  to  a few  months’  attendance  in  the  winter 
time.  To  a young  man  eager  and  competent  to 
learn  this  was  not  rapid  enough  progress.  He  at- 
tended the  Elmwood  grammar  school,  and  later  the 
Centredale  grammar  school,  in  an  effort  to  prepare 
himself  more  rapidly  for  any  calling  which  his  am- 
bition might  lead  him  to  select.  Close  application 
to  his  studies,  together  with  his  native  ability  to 
learn,  won  for  him  a good  foundation  for  his  later 
attainments.  He  afterward  pursued  his  studies  at 
the  Fruit  Hill  Classical  Institute,  under  Stanton 
Belden,  and  was  graduated  valedictorian  of  the 
class.  Whatever  expenses  were  incurred  in  gain- 


ing his  education  Dr.  Budlong  defrayed  himself. 
As  a young  man  he  taught  school  in  North  Provi- 
dence, first  at  Fruit  Hill,  later  in  the  Woodville 
and  Centredale  districts,  changing  from  one  to  an- 
other only  for  an  increase  in  salary.  Entering  Smith- 
ville  Seminary  (afterward  Lapham  Institute),  at 
North  Scituate,  he  pursued  a special  course  pre- 
paratory to  studying  medicine.  Instead  of  attending 
college  at  once  he  in  1855  placed  himself  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  I.  W.  Sawin,  at  Centredale,  R.  I., 
who  enjoyed  high  repute  as  a physician.  In  1857 
he  went  to  the  Homeopathic  IMedical  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  later  was  merged  into  the 
Hahnemann  IMedical  College.  Returning  home, 
he  was  unable  to  resume  his  studies  in 
Philadelphia  until  1862,  and  obtained  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  IMarch  3,  1863.  During 
the  winters  of  1857,  1858  and  1863  he  attended  clin- 
ics at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  and  Philadelphia 
Almshouse,  and  cluring  this  time  he  became  a private 
pupil  of  Dr.  Agnew,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  studying  Surgical 
Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  and  receiving  a 
certificate  of  proficiency  in  both  branches.  After 
graduation  he  was  tendered  and  accepted  the  assist- 
ant charge  of  the  College  Dispensary. 

It  was  the  Doctor’s  intention  to  establish  him- 
self in  Philadelphia,  and  he  opened  an  office  in  that 
city,  but  feeling  that  it  was  his  duty  to  enter  the  gov- 
ernment service  he  returned  to  his  native  State  to 
take  part  in  military  movements  then  being  organ- 
ized. On  July  29,  1863,  was  appointed  assistant 
surgeon  in  charge  of  the  3rd  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 
which  was  then  being  organized,  and  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  surgeon  on  Nov.  29,  1863.  The  regi- 
ment sailed  for  New  Orleans  in  December,  1863, 
and  took  part  in  the  Red  River  campaign,  during 
which  Dr.  Budlong  held  the  positions  of  brigade 
and  division  surgeon,  and  for  a time  was  in  charge 
of  the  general  hospital.  He  remained  with  the 
army,  arranging  and  systematizing  various  matters 
connected  with  the  medical  bureau,  until  December, 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  Return- 
ing to  Rhode  Island  he  engaged  in  practice  in 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law  and  late  pre- 
ceptor, Dr.  Sawin,  at  Centredale.  This  partnership 
terminated  after  tw'O  years,  when  Dr.  Budlong  took 
full  charge  of  the  practice.  He  remained  at  Centre- 
dale  until  February,  1883,  when  he  moved  to  Provi- 
dence, and  in  that  city  ever  after  practiced  his 
chosen  calling,  enjoying  a high-class  and  lucrative 
patronage. 

Some  time  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  Dr. 
Budlong  was  solicited  to  join  the  State  troops,  and 
having  a natural  liking  for  military  service  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Horse  Guards,  of 
which  he  was  chosen  surgeon,  later  being  promoted 
to  brigade  surgeon  of  the  2d  Brigade,  and  subse- 
quently, in  1875,  to  surgeon-general  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  place  of  Dr.  Howard  King,  deceased. 
Dr.  Budlong  was  the  first  Homeopathic  physician 
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in  the  world  to  be  elected  to  the  ofifice  of  surgeon- 
general,  in  which  capacity  he  served  continually 
until  1894,  when  he  retired.  He  had  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general. 

Professionally  Dr.  Budlong  was  a member  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  and  had 
served  as  vice-president  of  the  National  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society.  He  served  one  year  as 
treasurer  and  two  years  as  president  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Homeopathic  Medical  Society.  He  repre- 
sented his  State  in  the  World’s  Homeopathic  iMedi- 
cal  Congress  held  at  Philadelphia  during  the  Cen- 
tennial, -in  1876.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of 
both  the  New  York  State  and  the  Massachusetts 
Homeopathic  Medical  Societies.  Fraternally  he  was 
a member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  Providence,  and  Calvary  Comman- 
dery,  K.  T.,  Providence,  and  he  had  reached 
the  thirty-third  degree  in  iMasonry.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  of  the  United  States;  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic ; associate  member  of  the  ^Military  Ser- 
vice Institution  of  the  United  States;  an  active 
member  of  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of 
the  United  States ; member  of  the  Central  and 
University  Clubs,  and  an  ex-member  of  the  Squan- 
tum  Club,  all  of  Providence ; and  president  of  the 
board  of  examining  surgeons  for  pensions  at  Provi- 
dence. 

In  political  matters  Dr.  Budlong  was  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  many 
years  he  declined  to  accept  or  to  be  a candidate 
for  office.  While  a resident  of  the  town  of  Johns- 
ton he  served  for  some  time  as  chairman  of  the 
school  committee,  and  he  declined  the  candidacy 
for  representative  from  that  town  when  he  was  but 
little  more  than  of  age.  He  was  the  choice  of  both 
political  parties  for  senator  from  that  town,  but  de- 
clined after  unusual  pressure  had  been  used  in  order 
to  induce  him  to  accept.  He  served  two  years  as 
a member  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of 
Providence  from  the  Fourth  ward,  was  chairman  of 
the  Fourth  ward  committee,  and  represented 
that  ward  as  alderman,  as  the  choice  of  both 
political  parties.  In  1906  he  declined  to  become 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  mayor  of  Providence. 
For  many  years  he  was  a communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  a 
zealous  worker. 

On  June  7,  1866,  Dr.  Budlong  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Martha  Alexander,  daughter  of  Prof. 
Walter  Williamson  and  Matilda  (Massey)  Wil- 
liamson, of  Philadelphia,  the  former  emeritus  pro- 
fessor of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a man  of  distinguished  ability.  The 
Williamsons  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a portion  of  the  original  grant  of  lands 
in  Delaware  county,  that  State,  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Budlong 
came  the  following  family:  (i)  Walter  Wil- 
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liamson,  born  Jan.  15,  1868,  married  Alice  Thomp- 
son, and  died  Sept,  ii,  1902,  leaving  one  son,  Wal- 
ter W.,  Jr.  Walter  W.  Budlong  attended  the  Jencks 
iMowry  private  school  in  Academy  avenue.  Provi- 
dence, and  from  there  he  entered  the  classical  high 
school.  On  leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Taylor,  Symonds  & Co.,  where  he  learned  the 
dry  goods  business,  and  then  went  to  the  Boston 
store,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  He  was  in 
charge  of  the  glove  department  and  was  popular 
alike  with  employers  and  associates.  Few  militia, 
officers  have  been  more  popular  with  their  men  than 
was  Captain  Budlong.  Few  have  been  more  effici- 
ent. He  commanded  a battery  which  for  year  after 
year,  under  the  brilliant  militia  officers  that  pre- 
ceded him,  ]\Iaj.  William  Ely  and  Capt.  Henry 
Wolcott,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  brigade,  or 
near  it,  on  the  result  of  the  annual  inspections,  and 
he  kept  the  battery  up  in  the  old  form  and  the  old 
spirit  at  a time  just  after  the  war  with  Spain,  when 
interest  in  the  militia  was  lax  in  this  State  and  else- 
where. Captain  Budlong  joined  the  battery  July 
20,  1891,  and  was  advanced  to  corporal  Sept.  6, 
1892,  a quick  promotion,  which  in  itself  showed  the 
ability  and  enthusiasm  he  manifested,  for  promotion 
is  slower  in  the  batteries  than  in  the  companies.  He 
was  advanced  to  sergeant  June  20,  1894,  and  three 
years  later  was  elected  (June  7,  1897)  second  lieu- 
tenant of  the  battery.  When  the  Machine  Gun  Bat- 
tery tendered  its  services  to  Governor  Dyer  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Spanish- American  w'ar  it  was  the 
first  Rhode  Island  militia  company  to  make  such 
an  offer  and  Lieutenant  Budlong  was  one  of  those 
who  signed  the  agreement  to  go  to  Cuba  for  service 
if  desired.  When  the  battery  was  organized  as 
Light  Battery  B,  ist  Rhode  Island,  United  States 
Volunteer  Artillery,  he  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  service,  and  he  served 
as  such  until  the  battery  was  mustered  out,  in  Oc- 
tober. In  the  reorganization  following  the  war,when 
Captain  Wolcott  and  some  of  his  officers  retired. 
Lieutenant  Budlong  was  elected  to  the  command. 
This  was  on  June  10,  1899,  on  May  15th  of  which 
year  he  had  been  made  first  lieutenant.  He  re- 
signed after  a service  as  commander  of  about  two 
years.  (2)  ^klartin  Salisbury,  born  Sept,  m,  1869, 
was  educated  in  Jencks  Mowry’s  private  sthool,  in 
Providence,  and  the  Providence  high  school,  and 
graduated  from  Brown  University  in  the  class  of 
1890,  with  the  degree  of  B.  A. ; two  years  later  he 
received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  entered  Hahne- 
mann iMedical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  was  gradu- 
ated therefrom.  After  two  years  as  interne  in 
Hahnemann  Hospital,  at  Philadelphia,  he  took  up 
regular  practice  in  Providence,  associating  himself 
with  his  father,  and  meeting  with  much  success.  On 
March  4,  1905,  he  married  Affie  M.  Bradford,  of 
Brockton.  IMass.  (3)  John  Clarke,  Jr.,  born  July  17, 
1871,  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  Providence. 
He  married  Miss  Fanny  Evans,  daughter  of  Henry 
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Jl.  Evans,  of  Providence.  (4)  \\'arren  Sawin,  born 
April  16,  1873,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  (5) 
JMatthew  Williamson,  born  June  27,  1875,  died 
while  a student  at  Brown  University.  (6)  Alonzo 
Alexander.  (7)  Martha  Matilda  and  (8)  William 
Gerard  all  died  in  childhood. 

This  is  blit  the  life  story  of  Dr.  John  Clarke 
Endlong  briefly  told,  yet  it  serves  to  illustrate  how 
success  can  be  won  by  push  and  determination. 
Surely  the  Doctor's  boyhood  days  did  not  assure 
him  that  his  future  would  be  so  brilliant,  so  influen- 
tial, yet  with  all  the  fearlessness  characteristic  of 
his  Huguenot  ancestors  he  fought  his  way.  The 
vicissitudes  of  his  early  life  were  many,  but  he 
unfalteringly  followed  the  motto  to  “pay  his  own 
way  or  not  go.”  This  enabled  him  to  govern  his 
‘own  actions,  and  in  this  he  found  no  little  satis- 
ifaction.  The  trials  of  his  early  life,  as  compared 
with  his  army  e.xperiences,  made  the  latter  seem 
like  a vacation.  \\'hen  Dr.  Endlong  entered  his 
country’s  service  it  was  wholly  without  influential 
friends  and  his  laurels  were  won  on  his  own  merit. 
His  rapid  rise  to  surgeon  is  without  parallel  in 
Rhode  Island's  history.  He  admired  {perseverance 
in  others,  and  there  are  numerous  instances  in  which 
he  gave  substantial  encouragement  to  young  men. 
He  was  a courteous  gentleman  and  an  entertaining 
talker,  and  when  caught  in  a reminiscent  mood 
had  a fund  of  interesting  cx{)eriences.  Dr.  P)ud- 
Jong  died  July  24,  1907. 

HON.  GEC)RGE  H.  UTTER,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  in 
the  years  1905  and  1906.  was  born  July  24,  1854,  in 
.Plainfield,  N.  J.,  son  of  George  E.  and  Alary  Starr 
(Alaxson)  Utter.  Through  his  mother,  who  was 
a daughter  of  John  Ala.xson,  he  is  a direct  descend- 
ant of  New{)ort’s  first  settler ; and  her  mother  was 
a daughter  of  Jesse  Starr  of  New{Port,  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  granddaughter  of  \'ine  Starr,  also  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  On  this  branch  the  line  is 
unbroken  to  Elder  William  Brewster,  who  came  in 
the  “Alayflower.” 

George  H.  Utter  received  his  early  education  in 
private  schools  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  in  the  pre- 
parator^department  of  Alfred  (N.  Y.)  University, 
where  he  s{)ent  two  years.  He  then  attended  the 
Westerly  high  school  for  two  years,  and  graduated 
from  Amherst  College  with  the  class  of  1877.  Be- 
fore entering  college  he  had  learned  the  {printer’s 
trade,  and  after  graduation  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  and  uncle  in  {publishing  the  Norra- 
gansctt  Weekly.  On  the  death  of  his  uncle,  in 
1886,  he  became  a member  of  the  firm,  and  on  the 
■death  of  his  father,  in  1892,  he  became  sole  {pro- 
{prietor  of  the  {pa{per.  In  August,  1893,  he  started 
the  Westerly  Daily  Sun,  a {paper  now  having  a large 
circulation  in  western  Rhode  Island  and  eastern 
Connecticut.  In  his  chosen  calling  he  has  made  a 
success.  His  literary  and  editorial  ability  are  un- 
doubtedly inherited,  and  have  had  favorable  en- 


vironment for  their  development  from  the  begin- 
ning, for  he  was  engaged  in  his  father’s  news{paper 
office  in  one  ca{pacity  or  another  from  early  boy- 
hood. The  round  of  {practical  newspa{per  work 
taught  him  to  a{P{ply  the  knowledge  acquired  in  a 
liberal  literary  training,  and  inclination  as  well  as 
early  associations  led  him  to  study  public  questions 
until  he  was  as  ca{pable  of  dealing  with  such  matters 
in  the  columns  of  his  {paper  as  his  honored  {prede- 
cessors. In  a community  where  intelligence  and  the 
refinements  of  life  are  most  a{P{preciated,  where  the 
true  {public  s{pirit  that  considers  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  is  ever  in  evidence,  and  where  the  {people 
are  judges  of  real  worth,  he  has  long  been  looked 
upon  as  a high  type  of  citizen,  and  his  papers  have 
wielded  a {power  for  good  not  to  be  lightly  esti- 
mated. His  earnest  advocacy  of  advanced  methods 
in  the  conduct  of  {public  affairs  has  won  him  the 
confidence  of  the  substantial  citizens  from  early 
manhood,  and  so  sincere  have  his  utterances  been 
regarded  that  he  has  been  kept  in  the  service  of  the' 
{public  for  a quarter  of  a century.  He  commenced 
liis  services  on  the  school  board  of  his  town,  md 
from  1883  to  1885  he  was  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Bourn.  In  1885  he  became  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  with  the  return  of  the  Re{Publican 
party  to  {power  in  1888  he  was  elected  speaker  of 
the  House,  for  which  trying  {position  he  {proved 
himself  admirably  fitted.  Erom  Alay,  1889  to  May, 
1891,  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Senate,  being 
a member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  both  years 
and  its  chairman  the  last  year,  though  not  a lawyer. 
Then  he  was  elected  State  Secretary,  and  though  he 
won  unusual  favor  with  the  public  by  his  capable 
and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  import- 
ant incumbency  he  retired  from  it  voluntarily  because 
of  the  increasing  demands  of  his  business  following 
the  death  of  his  father.  In  1894  he  became  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  in  that  office  won  the  sobriquet 
of  "the  little  giant"  in  “affectionate  admiration  for 
his  combination  of  masterly  intellectual  qualities 
with  short  stature.’’  Thus  he  has  an  official,  ex- 
{perience  hardly  equaled  by  that  of  any  other  man  in 
the  service  of  the  State,  and  a reputation  won  by 
long  and  honorable  devotion  to  duty.  There  are 
many  conscientious  officials  who  do  their  duty  well, 
but  leave  no  particular  impress  upon  the  depart- 
ments in  which  they  serve.  Mr.  Utter,  however,  in- 
fused his  personality  into  all  his  work,  making  it 
distinctive,  just  as  he  did  with  everything  he  under- 
took. The  following  {paragraph  is  quoted  from  an 
article  published  in  Cictober,  1904,  shortly  before 
his  election  to  the  gubernatorial  chair : 

. “Sterling  character  is  stamped  iqpon  every  work 
of  George  H.  Utter’s  hands  and  brain.  The  good 
logic  and  the  ringing  sincerity  of  his  political  ad- 
dresses are  well  known.  He  has  for  some  years 
been  one  of  the  most  valuable  speakers  in  the  party 
in  the  State.  His  personal  {popularity  is  as  marked 
as  his  {public  life  and  character  have  been  admirable. 
He  is  a symmetrical  character,  whether  it  is  known 
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in  the  general  way  that  all  Rhode  Islanders  know 
the  lieutenant-governor  or  from  the  standpoint  of 
a personal  and  intimate  friend.  He  isn’t  a nabob, 
a dictator,  or  a selfishly  ambitious  politician ; he  is 
a man  from  the  common  people  whom,  when  called 
to  their  service,  he  has  been  careful  to  serve  honor- 
ably and  well.” 

Tbe  nominating  speech  at  the  Republican  State 
Convention  held  in  Providence  Oct.  12,  1904,  when 
Mr.  Utter’s  name  was  presented  for  the  highest 
office  in  the  State,  was  made  by  Congressman  Adin 
B.  Capron.  We  quote  the  following  from  that 
speech : 

“As  Jonathan  would  have  been  delighted  to 
have  presented  the  name  of  David  to  the  people 
of  Israel,  so  do  I approach  the  pleasant  duty  which 
this  opportunity  offers.  The  people  of  Rhode  Is- 
land critically  demand  of  the  Republican  party  that 
the  candidate  it  presents  for  the  office  of  governor 
and  commander-in-chief  shall  be  without  fear  and 
without  reproach.  Less  than  our  best  will  not  sat- 
isfy, and,  except  upon  the  rare  occasions  when  for 
a moment  we  have  wandered  away  after  strange 
gods,  our  nominees  have  had  hearty  approval  at  the 
polls  during  the  entire  life  of  our  grand  old  party. 
With  our  annually  recurring  elections  it  has  not 
been  usually  possible  for  our  chief  executive,  ex- 
cept in  war  times,  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office 
in  a way  to  especially  call  forth  marked  approbation, 
voiced  by  all  classes  and  especially  by  tbe  bone  and 
sinew  of  our  citizenship,  the  workers  and  wage 
earners,  as  is  the  case  with  the  man  whose  name  will 
presently  fall  from  my  lips  * * * 

“For  many  years  he  served  the  cause  of  right 
and  righteousness,  as  it  was  given  him  to  know  the 
right,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  he 
reached  out  a kindly  hand  to  me,  a featherless 
fledgling  from  a country  town.  I came  to  love  him 
as  it  is  not  often  given  men  to  inspire  love  in  men 
because  of  bis  unswerving  honesty,  his  quick  per- 
ception of  the  right  and  his  unfailing,  cheerful  and 
hearty  courage  in  pursuing  the  right.  He  insisted 
upon  a rigid  economy  in  the  exi)enditure  of  the 
money  of  the  people  while  broad  in  bis  appreciation 
of  the  expanding  needs  of  our  growing  State  and 
its  splendid  institutions.  Niggardly  he  never  was, 
but  believing  ever  that  the  same  principle  should 
guide  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  public 
affairs  as  in  private  business  * * * 

“During  the  many  years  of  his  editorship  of  the 
Narragansett  Weekly  that  publication  was  never 
spelled  with  an  ‘a’  in  the  word  Weekly,  and  the  sun 
has  shined  more  brightly  and  has  diffused  its  warm- 
ing rays  more  fully  from  our  people  when  reflected 
by  its  prototype,  edited  and  owned  by  our  friend. 

“As  lieutenant-governor  of  our  dear  little  Com- 
monwealth he  has  ever  upheld  its  honor  and  voiced 
its  virtues.  In  all  these  years,  whether  in  his  town 
or  the  larger  field  of  the  State,  he  has  never  since 
sought  office.  Such  men  have  no  need  to 
seek  place,  for  our  people  are  especially  quick  to 


appreciate  tried  and  tested  worth  in  their  officials. 

“With  just  pride  in  the  statesmanship  and  ability 
of  our  officials  we  are  glad  that  it  is  ours  to  proclaim 
to  all  the  world  that  our  candidate  is  personally  of 
spotless  moral  character.  His  home  life  is  of  the 
kind  our  people  worship  as  the  sanctum  from  which 
the  purest  and  best  Americanism  is  evolved.  In  com- 
mon with  many  my  hands  have  been  strengthened 
and  upheld  many  times  by  his  cheery  and  optimistic 
spirit.  The  dominant  trait  of  his  well  rounded 
character  is,  perhaps,  his  love  for  his  fellowmen 
Hating  wrong,  he  believes  it  a disease  often  pos- 
sible to  cure,  though  he  never  hesitates  to  use  the 
knife  when  the  evil  demands  it.  He  loves  to  believ/ 
that 

“In  men  whom  men  decry  as  ill. 

We  find  so  much  of  goodness  still ; 

In  men  whom  men  declare  divine, 

We  find  so  much  of  mar  and  blot. 

He  hesitates  to  draw  the  line,  where  God  has  not. 

“I  am  only  voicing  the  popular  demand  of  the 
masses  of  our  people  when,  in  their  name,  I ask  you 
to  give  them  the  opportunity  to  elect  for  their  next 
governor  the  Honorable  George  H.  Utter,  of 
Westerly.” 

r On  May  19,  1880,  Mr.  Utter  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  L.  Brown,  of  Allston,  Mass., 
a daughter  of  Gyrus  H.  Brown,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  namely:  George  Benjamin, 
born  April  ii,  1881;  Henry  Edwin,  April  9,  1883; 
Mary  Starr,  Feb.  21,  1890;  Wilfred  Brown,  Sept. 
13,  1894. 

Cyrus  Williams  Brown,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
George  H.  Utter,  was  married  in  North  Stonington, 
Conn.,  to  Elizabeth  Stuart  Babcock,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Babcock,  Dec.  12,  1826.  They  had. a family 
of  ten  children:  (i)  Emily  Elizabeth,  born  Jan. 
16,  1828,  married  Nov.  7,  1844,  Thomas  W. 
Wheeler,  and  their  daughter,  Nancy  IM.,  born  Sept. 
2,  1847,  died  Jan.  5,  1902;  she  married  Dec.  3,  1878, 
W.  H.  Hillard.  (2)  Cyrus  Henry,  born  Nov.  24, 
1829,  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Louisa  A.,  born 
March  21,  1832,  married  Dec.  17,  1850,  Dr.  E.  R. 
Lewis,  and  they  had  three  children : Henrietta  L., 
who  married  Henry  M.  Maxson ; Edwin  R.,  born 
June  5,  1862;  and  Hannah  B.,  born  June  6,  1870, 
wbo  died  Nov.  4,  1876.  (4)  Gideon  Perry,  born 

Aug.  3.  1834,  married  (first)  Dec.  16,  1862,  Mary 

L.  Hollis,  and  (second)  June  24,  1873,  Martha  C. 

Hollis.  He  had  three  children : Marion  L.,  born 
Sept.  30,  1865;  Adelaide  C.,  March  4,  1874;  and 
George,  Nov.  29,  1876.  (5)  Benadam  Williams, 

born  April  4,  1836,  married  Sept.  19,  i860,  Almira 

M.  McClaflin,  and  they  had  three  children:  Lee 

E.,  born  July  22,  1863;  Minnie  L.,  Dec.  19,  1870; 
and  Benjamin  D.,  Oct.  21,  1880.  (6)  Thomas 

Shaler,  born  June  28,  1838,  married  April  24,  1866, 
Mary  A.  Colby,  and  had  two  children : Annie  B., 
born  Aug.  15,  1868;  and  Thomas  C.,  born  Dec.  15, 
1870.  (7)  John  Babcock,  born  Feb.  3,  1841,  was 
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married  in  Canton,  Conn.,  Oct.  15,  1865,  to  Lavinia 
Richardson,  who  was  born  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  June 
19,  1845,  daughter  of  John  and  Emily  (Marble) 
Richardson.  (8)  Sarah  Ellen,  born  i\Iay  23,  1843, 
married  Allen  Barber,  Xov.  29,  1863,  and  had  one 
child,  Allen  Lincoln,  born  April  28,  1871.  (9) 

William  S.,  born  July  ii,  1845,  niarried  Dec.  27, 
1870,  Carrie  L.  P.  Colby,  and  had  two  children: 
Carrie  Louise,  born  Jan.  i,  1875,  and  Arthur  Web- 
ster, born  Oct.  14,  1878.  (10)  James  S.,  born 

March  2,  1848,  married  April  29,  1872,  Mary  Eliza- 
abeth  Brayton,  and  had  one  child,  Ethel  L,  born 
Dec.  3,  1874. 

Cyrus  Henry  Brown,  father  of  ]\Irs.  Utter,  born 
Nov.  24,  1829,  taught  public  school  in  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island  for  eight  years.  Removing  to 
Boston,  Mass.,  he  was  engaged  as  a merchant  for 
forty  years,  and  finally  returned  to  Westerly,  R.  L 
He  was  married  Alarch  23,  1856,  to  Sarah  S.  iMax- 
son,  daughter  of  Horace  iMaxson,  of  Ashaway,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows:  (i)  Elizabeth  L., 
born  June  15,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  Gov.  George  H. 
Utter.  (2)  Henry  E.,  bom  April  5,  1861,  married 
Dec.  3,  1890,  Caroline  C.  Rollins.  (3)  Katherine 
M.,  born  Xov.  5,  1865,  married  Oct.  23,  1895,  John 
L.  Howard,  and  has  two  children : Elizabeth,  born 
Oct.  13,  1897,  and  Helen,  born  Nov.  29,  1902.  (4) 

Wilfred  IM.  was  born  April  4,  1870.  (5)  Horace  C., 
born  June  22,  1873,  married  Dec.  30,  1902,  Aldeane 
Kilmer.  (6)  Grace  E.  was  born  July  19,  1881. 

HENRY  WASHINGTON  WILKINSON 
(Providence  family).  One  of  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected  families  of  Providence  bears 
the  Wilkinson  name,  a name  that  is  ancient  and 
honored  in  the  Commonwealth’s  history,  and  one 
that  is  allied  by  marriage  with  many  of  the  first 
families  of  not  only  Rhode  Island,  but  of  the  old 
Bay  State  and  the  neighboring  State  of  Connecti- 
cut ; one  among  which  is  Reed,  one  of  the  earliest 
to  settle  in  the  old  town  of  Rehoboth,  jMass.,  and 
later  generations  of  which  appeared  in  Ancient 
Windsor,  Conn.  Reference  is  especially  made  here 
to  the  family  and  lineage  of  the  late  Henry  Wash- 
ington Wilkinson,  himself  long  identified  with  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  State,  the  affairs  of 
Providence,  and  especially  active  and  prominent 
in  its  religious  work,  and  whose  two  sons  are  now 
active  in  the  business  life  of  this  section  of  New 
England. 

Respecting  the  lineage  of  Lieut.  Lawrance  Wil- 
kinson, the  emigrant  New  England  settler  and  the 
progenitor  of  the  Rhode  Island  Wilkinsons,  it  is 
the  expressed  opinion  of  investigators  of  American 
lineage,  descendants  of  ]\Ir.  Wilkinson,  among 
whom  is  the  learned  William  T.  Harris,  Ph.  D., 
LL.  D.,  former  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Education,  that  his  compares  favorably  with  any 
in  this  country.  There  follows  in  chronological 
order  the  paternal  lineage  of  the  late  Henry  W. 
Wilkinson,  of  Providence. 


(I)  Lawrance  Wilkinson,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Wilkinsons,  was  born  some  time  in 
the  earlier  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  at  Lan- 
chester.  County  of  Durham,  England,  being  a son 
of  William  and  i\Iary  (Conyers)  Wilkinson  and 
grandson  of  Lawrance  Wilkinson,  of  Harperly 
House,  Lanchester,  Countv  of  Durham,  England.  A 
photograph  of  this  ancient  home,  located  in  Harperly 
Park,  was  brought  to  this  country  a few  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Alfred  Wilkinson,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  show- 
ing a substantial  stone  building  in  good  preserva- 
tion. A unique  feature  is  the  dovecote  upon  one 
end,  an  interesting  relic  of  ancient  times  and  cus- 
toms and  ‘‘enjoyed  in  England  only  by  the  Lords 
of  the  manor,  which  law  was  vigorously  enforced.” 
The  family  is  said  to  have  been  noted  for  its  con- 
sistent adherence  to  the  throne. 

Lieut.  Lawrance  Wilkinson  early  took  service 
as  a lieutenant  in  the  Royal  army,  fighting  on  the 
side  of  his  King  against  Cromwell.  At  the  fall  of 
Newcastle,  in  October,  1644,  he  was  taken  prisoner 
and  his  estates  were  sequestered.  He  then,  some- 
time probably  between  1645  and  1652,  embarked 
for  New  England,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
child,  locating  in  Providence,  where  in  1657  he  re- 
ceived a grant  of  land.  It  is  stated  in  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Wilkinson  Family  that  Mr.  Wilkinson  was 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Civil  Compact  bearing 
date  19th  of  nth  month,  1645,  yet  not  sign 

on  this  date,  which  is  the  first  record  of  him  here. 
Thrift  and  energy  soon  won  for  him  a large  estate,, 
and  the  marked  qualities  of  his  character  in  due 
time  brought  him  into  prominence.  In  1659  he  was 
chosen  commissioner  and  filled  that  office  again  in 
1667.  He  was  deputy  in  1667  and  in  1673.  He 
heartily  sympathized  with  his  friend  Roger  Wil- 
liams in  his  doctrines  of  “Soul  Liberty.”  He  is 
represented  as  having  been  a man  of  great  firmness 
and  decisioyi  of  character.  In  the  Indian  war  he 
is  said  to  have  been  a fearless  soldier.  After  a long 
and  useful  life  he  died  Aug.  9,  1692.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son married  Susanna  Smith,  daughter  of  Christo- 
pher and  Alee  Smith,  and  their  children  were : 
Samuel,  who  married  Plain  Wickenden ; Susannah,, 
born  March  9,  1652;  John,  born  March  2,  1654,  of 
whom  more  presently;  Joanna,  born  March  2,  1657; 
Josias,  who  married  Hannah  Tyler;  and  Susannah 
(2),  born  February,  1662,  who  married  Edward 
Boss. 

(H)  John  Wilkinson,  son  of  Lawrance,  born 
yiarch  2,  1654,  married  April  16,  1689,  Deborah 
Whipple,  born  Aug.  i,  1670,  and  died  June  24,. 
1748,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Alice  (Angell)  Whip- 
ple and  granddaughter  of  John  Whipple.  Mr. 
Wilkinson  located  on  land  some  seven  miles  up  the 
Blackstone  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  a very 
pleasant  locality  near  “Alartin's  Wade,”  in  the  town- 
of  Providence,  but  which  later  became  Smithfield. 
Here  he  settled  in  what  was  really  a romantic  and 
beautiful  place,  probably  between  1680  and  1690^ 
The  Wilkinson  estate  extended  about  one  mile  oa 
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the  Blackstone  river,  running  back  over  the  hills, 
and  turning  again  toward  the  river  near  the  Dexter 
quarries.  Mr.  Wilkinson's  early  neighbors  were 
the  Whipples  and  Dexters,  the  latter  the  sons  of 
Rev.  Gregory  Dexter.  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  said  to 
have  grown  up  a hardy  and  fearless  man,  always 
ready  for  any  emergency.  He  was  noted  for  his 
physical  prowess  and  no  man  in  the  Colony  was  an 
-overmatch  for  him.  He  was  an  aggressive  spirit, 
never  satisfied  with  present  attainments,  but  con- 
stantly reaching  out  for  greater  acquisitions,  and 
he  was  generally  successful  in  obtaining  the  object 
of  his  desire.  Perfectly  honorable  and  upright,  he 
used  only  fair  means  to  accomplish  his  purpose. 
He  was  in  King  Philip’s  war  and  is  said  to  have 
been  noted  for  bravery  and  rashness.  In  a fight 
with  the  Indians  which  occurred  some  half  dozen 
years  after  the  war,  at  a point  not  far  from  the  old 
Quaker  meeting-hou^e,  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town  of  Smithfield,  and  a little  northwest  of  Scott’s 
Pond,  in  which  participated  Lawrance  Wilkinson 
and  his  three  sons,  Samuel,  John  and  Josias,  John 
was  severely  wounded.  He  was  frequently  hon- 
ored by  his  fellow  citizens  \vith  offices  of  trust.  He 
was  deputy  from  Providence  to  the  General  Court 
in  1699,  1700  and  1706.  His  death  occurred  April 
10,  1708. 

The  children  born  to  John  and  Deborah  (Whip- 
ple) Wilkinson  were:  John,  born  in  1690;  iSIarcy, 
born  June  30,  1694,  married  iMarch  12,  1717-18, 
John  Scott-;  Sarah,  born  June  22,  1696,  married 
David  Hogg;  FreelOve,  born  June  or  July  25,  1701, 
married  ]Mial  Phillips;  Daniel,  born  June  8,  I703> 
married  Sept.  22,  1740,  Abigail  Inman;  and  Jere- 
miah, born  June  4,  1707,  married  Amy  Whipple. 

(HI)  John  Wilkinson  (2),  son  of  John,  born 
jMarch  16,  1690,  in  the  town  of  Providence,  mar- 
ried Iviarch  20,  1717-18,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vanus  and  Joanna  ( Jenckes)  Scott,  and  was  a resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  died  Sept. 
25,  1756.  The  children  of  John  and  Rebecca  were: 
Amey,  born  Jan.  23,  1719;  Anne,  born  iMay  19, 
1721  ; John,  born  iMarch  20,  1724;  Sarah,  born  June 
27,  1727;  Susanna,  born  Sept.  20,  1729:  Ruth,  born 
Ivlarch  5,  1731;  Joanna,  born  Sept.  12,  1732;  and 
'Ahab,  born  Dec.  16,  1734. 

(IV)  Ahab  Wilkinson,  son  of  John  Wilkinson 
(2),  born  Dec.  16,  1734,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried June  I,  1755,  Abigail  Scott,  of  Bellingham, 
jMass.,  born  Oct.  5,  1735,  granddaughter  of  Syl- 
vanus  Scott,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Jenckes)  Scott  (whose  intentions  of  marriage 
were  filed  in  Lynn  July  14,  1721),  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  (2),  of  Lynn,  and  Elizabeth 
(Darling)  Jenckes.  Mr.  Wilkinson  resided  in  the 
town  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  in  which  he  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1758.  The  children  of  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
Ahab  Wilkinson  were:  ( O Simeon. born  March  10. 
1756,  married  Elizabeth  - Jenckes.  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Tingley)  Jenckes  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Gov.  JosepE  Jenckes.  (2)  John, 


born  June  15,  1757,  and  died  June  23,  1826,  married 
Martha  Jenckes  (a  sister  to  Elizabeth),,  who  died 
Aug.  12,  1851,  aged  seyenty-five  years.  (3)  Jo- 
seph, born  Oct.  7,  1759,  died  Sept.  25, 

1812,  married  Martha  Jenckes,  who  died 
July  30,  1823,  aged  fifty-six  years.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Freelove  (Crawford) 
Jenckes  and  great-granddaughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Jenckes,  a brother  of  Gov.  Joseph  Jenckes,  and 
granddaughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Jenckes,  the  early 
friend  of  Brown  University,  whose  daughter  Rhoda 
married  Nicholas  Brown  in  1762.  Their  only  grand- 
child is  Prof.  Ahab  George  Wilkinson,  for  many 
years  dean  of  the  Patent  Office  in  Washington,  D. 
C.,  who  has  a son,  George  Lawrance,  and  two 
daughters,  Lucile  and  Marie,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Prof.  Hodgkins,  of  Columbia  University,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  (4)  Sarah,  born  March  19,  1765,  and 
(5)  George,  born  Jan.  9,  1767,  both  probably  died 
young. 

(\Q  Simeon  Wilkinson,  son  of  Ahab,  was  borq 
iMarch  10,  1756,  and  died  Nov.  27,  1816.  On  June 
10,  1791,  he  married  Elizabeth  Jenckes,  born  in 
1771,  and  died  Aug.  20,  1834,  and  resided  at  the 
\Vilkinson  homestead  in  Smithfield,  now  Lincoln, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Their  children 
were:  Mira,  born  Aug.  21,  1792,  died  Nov.  24, 
1857;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  3,  1794,  married  Philip 
Thomas,  and  resided  on  Cumberland  Hill,  where 
he  died;  Ahab  W.  was  born  July  3,  1796;  Lydia, 
born  Dec.  24,  1798,  died  unmarried  Nov.  12,  i88r; 
Rebecca  Scott,  born  Sept.  25,  1800-,  died  March  16, 
1876,  unmarried;  Washington  A.  J.,  born  Oct.  7, 
1804,  is  mentioned  presently;  Elizabeth,  born  March 
30,  1808,  married  Edward  A.  Hale,  and  died  April 
6,  1886;  and  John  J.,  born  iMarch  3,  1811,  married 
Lydia  J.  Bentley,  and  was  engaged  in  a manufac- 
turing business  at  Bristol,  R.  L,  where  he  died, 
leaving  children — Charles  B.  (of  New  York), 
Henry  (of  Bristol),  Mrs.  A.  H.  Flint  and  Mrs. 
Gramont  (of  Bristol  Neck). 

(VI)  Washington  Adams  Jefferson  Wilkinson, 
son  of  Simeon,  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  on 
the  River  road,  in  Smithfield,  now  Lincoln,  nearly 
opposite  the  Berkeley  Mills,  his  early  years  being 
spent  upon  the  farm,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  became  engaged  in  manufacturing.  In  1844  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Southbridge,  Mass.,  and 
in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  S.  P.  Irwin, 
purchased  the  cotton  mill  at  Ashland.  This  was 
destroyed  by  fire  a few  years  afterward,  and  in 
1856  he  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  later  becoming 
superintendent  of  the  Ashton  Mill.  Subsequently 
he  held  the  same  position  with  the  Lonsdale  Mill, 
and  in  1871  retired  from  active  business.  Lffitil 
1880  he  resided  with  his  son,  Henry  W.,  in  Provi- 
dence, but  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year  returned  to 
the  homestead  in  Lincoln  and  there  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  Aug.  22,  1887.  His  remains 
were  buried  in  the  family  burial  ground  on  his  farm, 
but  were  removed  by  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Wilkinson 
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in  1899  to  Swan  Point.  In  this  old  family  burial 
ground  among  the  other  graves  are  nineteen  that 
are  marked  with  field  stones.  IMr.  Wilkinson  by 
nature  was  a very  retiring  man,  of  few  words,  and 
conscientiously  strict  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty.  His  character  from  early  boyhood  was  ex- 
ceptional. During  a long  and  active  business  life 
he  experienced  various  misfortunes,  yet  ever  mani- 
fested the  finest  traits  of  true  Christian  manhood. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  lifelong  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  during  his  residence  in 
]\lanville,  in  1835,  he  was  active  in  the  organization 
and  support  of  the  church  of  ihat  denomination. 
On  Jan.  24,  1833,  he  was  married  to  Itlary  Tower 
Remington,  born  Sept.  8,  1808,  at  Pawtuxet,  R.  I., 
granddaughter  of  Capt.  Peleg  and  Waite  (Rhodes) 
Remington,  and  daughter  of  Capt.  Peleg,  Jr.  and 
Alary  (Tower)  Remington,  of  Cumberland,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  April  25,  1872,  in  her  ninety- 
seventh  year,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Capt.  Samuel 
Remington,  of  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.  The  Rhode  Island 
Remingtons  descend  from  Lieut.  John  Remington, 
a settler  in  Newbury,  1637,  Rowley,  1639.  His  son 
John,  with  wife  Abigail  (Acy)  and  several  chil- 
dren, removed  from  Haverhill,  Mass.,  in  1697  “to 
the  Island  of  Ousnonagutt  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,”  He  finally  be- 
came a resident  of  Warwick  and  possibly  died  in 
Coweset — 1709.  His  numerous  grandsons  are  a 
puzzle  to  many  genealogists.  Airs.  Alary  (Reming- 
ton) Wilkinson  traced  her  line  from  Lieut.  John 
Remington  through  his  son  John,  Jr.,  the  latter’s 
son  Thomas,  and  his  son  Daniel,  who  married  Ann 
Gorton,  great-granddaughter  of  Samuel  Gorton,  the 
ancestor  of  the  Gorton  family. 

Airs.  Alary  (Remington)  Wilkinson  survived 
her  husband  some  three  years  and  died  at  the  home- 
of  her  daughter.  Airs.  William  H.  H.  Whiting,  in 
Chelsea,  Alass.,  Alay  31,  1890.  Their  children  were  : 

( I ) Henry  Washington,  born  Aug.  20,  1835^  is 
mentioned  below.  (2)  John  Edwin,  born  Sept.  25, 
1837,  died  Nov.  13,  1837.  (3)  Elizabeth  Jenckes, 

born  Aug.  25.  1839,  died  Dec.  4,  1840.  (4)  George 

Edwin,  born  Oct.  22,  1841,  married  Sept.  20,  1866, 
Helen  Sturgis,  and  died  at  Buenos  Ayres,  South 
America,  in  July,  1887,  leaving  children,  Howard 
S.  and  Alarie  R,  (5)  Alary  Tower,  born  April  ii, 
1845,  Sept.  5.  1848.  (6)  Alary  Elizabeth,  born 

Dec.  2,  1849.  uiarried  William  H.  H.  Whiting,  and 
resides  at  Beachmont,  Alass.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  very  young;  the  other  two. 
Alary  Remington  and  George  Kilburne,  died 
within  a few  days  of  each  other,  the  former  aged 
eight  years  and  the  latter  when  six  years  old,  in 
December,  1887.  For  many  years  Airs.  Whiting  has 
been  a helpless  invalid.  P)eautiful  in  person,  her 
wonderful  patience  and  unfailing  sweetness  and  un- 
selfishness show  great  strength  of  character  and 
Christian  faith. 

(ATI)  Henry  Washington  Wilkinson,  son  of 


Washington  Adams  Jefferson,  was  born  at  Al^n- 
ville,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  and 
his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Providence  and 
Southbridge,  Alass.  He  attended  the  old  "Sky  Hill’' 
school  and  a private  school  at  Webster,  Alass.  After 
leaving  school  he  became  a clerk  in  the  counting 
room  of  a cousin,  Air.  John  Edwards,  who  had  a 
large  store  at  Southbridge,  Alass.  He  was  employed 
there  until  1857,  when  he  came  to  Providence  and 
became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  G.  & C.  P.  Hutchins, 
who  conducted  a large  crockery  establishment  at 
the  corner  of  Weybosset  and  Dorrance  streets.  He 
was  there  employed  until  he  entered  the  counting 
room  of  the  Woonsocket  Company,  composed  of 
Air.  Crawford  Allen,  Air.  George  C.  Nightingale, 
and  Air.  Sullivan  Dorr,  subsequently  becoming  a 
confidential  clerk  to  Air.  Crawford  Allen,  and  in 
January,  1870,  a member  of  the  firm.  After  the 
death  of  Air.  Allen  the  Woonsocket  Company  was 
dissolved,  and  after  a time  Air.  Wilkinson  became 
connected  with  the  Corliss  Safe  Company,  later  be- 
coming secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  concern.  Air. 
Wilkinson  continued  as  treasurer  of  the  company 
until  the  Corliss  Alanufacturing  Company  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Alosler  Safe  Company,  and  removed 
to  New  A'ork,  where  he  became  vice-president  of 
the  latter  concern,  continuing  in  office  until  his 
death,  in  1898.  He  was  also  interested  in  the  Ab- 
bott Run  Cotton  Alill,  holding  the  office  of  treasurer 
for  a number  of  years. 

Air.  Wilkinson  in  his  political  views  was  a Re- 
])ublican,  but  he  never  cared  for  public  life.  It 
was  in  religious  work  that  he  was  most  active,  and 
entered  into  it  with  the  enthusiasm  and  earnestness 
so  characteristic  of  the  man.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Richmond  Street  Congregational  Church  in 
1859,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt, 
D.  D.,  and  was  at  this  time  active  in  the  Pine  Street 
Alission.  In  1862  he  transferred  his  membership 
to  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church,  during 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  H.  Clapp,  who 
was,  a short  time  later,  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  G. 
\ ose.  Air.  Wilkinson  during  his  membership  here 
was,  for  eleven  years,  in  charge  of  the  infant  Sun- 
day-school. Later  he  transferred  his  membership 
to  the  Central  Congregational  Church,  it  being 
more  convenient  to  his  home,  and  remained  a mem- 
ber of  that  church  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
served  as  clerk  of  the  church  for  twelve  years,  when 
he  resigned  because  of  pressure  of  business  duties. 
He  was  a charter  member  and  active  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Congregational  Club,  and  served  as 
secretary  of  the  same  for  ten  3'ears.  He  took  a 
deej)  interest  in  the  Y.  AI.  C.  A.,  and  contributed 
freely  of  his  time  and  money  to  its  support.  He 
was  a jnember  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety. In  paternal  lines  he  was  connected  .with  the 
Angells,  Scotts,  Whipples,  Jenckes,  Browns  (the 
Chad  Brown  family),  and  in  maternal  lines  was  a 
descendant  of  Samuel  Gorton  and  connected  with 
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the  Holmes  (the  Obediah  family),  Holdens,  Almys, 
Smiths,  Greenes,  Watermans,  Williams,  Arnolds 
and  Rhodes. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  was  an  untiring  worker,  and  any- 
thing which  he  undertook  he  did  with  all  his  might. 
He  was  of  an  analytical  turn  of  mind,  and  was  quick 
to  see  the  result  of  a problem  or  proposition,  his 
judgment  being  rarely  at  fault.  He  was  a self- 
made  man.  Affectionate  and  kind  as  a husband 
and  father,  his  family  were  devoted  to  him.  ^Ir. 
Wilkinson  died  very  suddenly.  May  6,  1898,  while 
visiting  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  ]\lrs.  Edward 
Harris  Rathbun,  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  and  was  buried 
at  Swan  Point,  on  May  9,  1898. 

On  Dec.  16,  1861,  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  married 
at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  to  Anna  Reed,  born  in  Warsaw, 
111.,  Aug.  30,  1836,  daughter  of  Rev.  Julius  A.  Reed, 
D.  D.,  a native  of  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  Caro- 
line (Blood)'  Reed,  a native  of  Concord,  iMass., 
both  of  whom  are  descended  from  fine  old  New 
England  families.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson 
were  born  children  as  follows:  (i)  Henry  .Law- 
rance,  of  record  as  Henry  Reed,  born  Aug.  10,  1865. 
attended  the  public  school.  Providence  high  school 
and  the  Berkeley  School,  presided  over  by  Rev. 
George  H.  Patterson,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and 
then  entered  Amherst  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1888.  During  vacations  and  after 
graduation  he  was  connected  with  various  banks  in 
Providence,  and  later  became  assistant  bank  ex- 
aminer for  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  connected  with  Harvey 
Fisk  & Sons,  but  is  now  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Richter  & Co.,  investment  brokers,  of,  Hartford, 
Conn.  On  June  4,  1896,  he  married  iMiss  Bertha 
Sanford,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Homer 
B.  and  Jane  (French)  Sanford,  a prominent  family 
of  that  city.  i\Ir.  Sanford  and  three  brothers  were 
sons  of  i\Ir.  Glover  Sanford,  all  successful  manu- 
facturers in  Bridgeport  and  Bridgewater,  Conn. 
(2)  Alfred  Hall,  born  IMay  29,  1868^  attended  the 
Providence  public  school,  the  Berkeley  School  and 
the  noted  St.  John’s  Military  School  at  iManlius, 
N.  Y.  After  several  ocean  voyages,  and  three  years 
as  officer  for  a Japanese  steamship  company,  he  re- 
turned to  Providence,  in  1893,  and  from  then  until 
1896  was  connected  with  the  Corliss  Safe  Company, 
as  secretary,  being  eastern  agent  for  the  iMosler 
Safe  Company.  Since  the  latter  date  he  has  been 
identified  with  Chase  & Sanborn,  coffee  and  spice 
importers  of  Boston,  his  residence  being  at  Salem, 
IMass.  He  married,  Nov.  19,  1895^  Elizabeth  Bur- 
rows Kenyon,  daughter  of  James  Stanton  and 
Susan  (Burrows)  Kenyon,  of  Providence  and  of 
King  Tom  Farm,  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  a place  of 
much  historic  interest  to  all  New  Englanders.  (3) 
Anna  Reed,  born  Jan.  10,  1870,  graduated  from 
“jMiss  Abbott’s  School,”  Providence,  and  from 
Wellesley  College  in  1892.  She  also  studied  art  in 
Paris  for  one  year.  On  Oct,  9,  1895.  she  married 
Edward  Harris  Rathbun  (B.  U.,  1889),  son  of 
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Oscar  Jencks  and  Rachel  (Harris)  Rathbun,  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and 
closely  identified  with  many  of  its  manufacturing 
interests.  They  have  three  children ; Rachel  Har- 
ris, born  Sept.  13,  1897,  in  Franklin,  JMass. ; Law- 
rance  Wilkinson,  born  July  18,  1900,  in  Franklin, 
Mass. ; and  Anna  Reed,  born  Sept.  25,  1902,  in 
Woonsocket. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson  has  occupied  the  family  home- 
stead at  No.  168  Bowen  street.  Providence,  since 
1873.  She  is  a member  of  the  Central  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  since  1869  has  been  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Branch  of  the  Woman’s  Board 
of  Missions,  during  which  time  she  has  served  as 
secretary  for  twenty-five  years  and  since  then  has 
been  President.  She  is  an  active  member  of  several 
organizations,  of  a religious  and  charitable  nature, 
and  is  deeply  interested  in  genealogical  research, 
having  a great  deal  of  data  pertaining  to  her  an- 
cestors as  well  as  those  of  Air.  Wilkinson.  She  is 
a descendant  of  six  Colonial  governors,  one  of  them 
being  Gov.  William  Bradford ; is  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  the  Alayfiower  Society 
and  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  She  was. 
a student  at  Denmark  (Iowa)  Academy,  Knox  Col- 
lege, Illinois,  Alt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  and  Lasell 
Seminary,  Auhurndale,  Alass.,  graduating  from  the 
last  named  institution  in  1858. 

Rev.  Julius  Alexander  Reed,  born  Jan.  16,  1809,. 
son  of  Dr.  Elijah  Fitch^  and  Hannah  (AlacLean) 
Reed,  was  descended  from  John  Reed  (who  came 
with  Winthrop,  1630,  and  to  "the  Rim”  in  Reho- 
both,  1643-44,  with  Rev.  Samuel  Newman),  his 
descent  being  through  Josiah,  Josiah  (2),  David 
and  Ebenezer  Reed,  some  of  whose  posterity  located 
in  Ancient  Windsor,  Connecticut.  John  Reed,  his 
wife  Sarah  and  several  children  lie  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  opposite  the  present  Newman  Church, 
and  the  lot  is  cared  for  by  a descendant  of  the  pres- 
ent generation. 

Julius  Alexander  Reed  was  a student  for  two 
years  at  what  was  then  Washington  (now  Trinity) 
College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  then  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege, where  he  was  graduated  in  1829.  For  one 
year  he  served  as  tutor  in  the  family  of  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Jay,  of  Bedford,  N.  Ah  (1830-31);  was  then 
a teacher  in  a large  private  school  for  boys  con- 
ducted by  his  brother-in-law,  Hon.  John  Hall,  at 
Ellington,  Conn. ; the  ne.xt  two  years  served  as  a 
private  tutor,  at  Natchez,  Aliss.  In  1833  Air.  Reed 
returned  to  New  England  by  way  of  Jacksonville, 
111.,  from  which  point  his  journey  was  made  on 
horseback,  six  weeks  being  spent  on  the  way.  After 
completing  his  theological  course  at  Yale  Divinity 
School  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  August,  1835, 
and  in  the  autumn  returned  to  Illinois.  It  was  while 
at  Jacksonville,  two  years  previously,  that  he  first 
met  the  woman  who  was  to  be  his  future  wife,  she 
having  gone  to  the  west  from  Boston  as  a teacher 
in  the  Academy  in  1833. 

A pioneer  to  the  West  in  its  earliest  days,  few 
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men  have  done  more  towards  its  advancement  in 
religion  and  education  than  ]\Ir.  Reed,  his  interest 
in  both  being  manifested  even  to  the  last  weeks  of 
his  life.  He  joined  the  Illinois  band  from  Yale, 
which  preceded  him  by  a few  years,  and  in  1836  he 
was  ordained  at  Quincy,  111.  Four  years  were 
spent  in  Illinois,  when  he  returned  to  the  East 
owing  to  the  delicate  health  of  his  wife,  and  from 
1839  to  1840  he  served  as  chaplain  in  the  Insane 
Asylum  at  Worcester,  IMass.  During  this  year  a 
daughter,  Rosanna  White  Reed,  was  born  in  East 
Windsor,  Conn.,  and  died  as  a result  of  a runaway 
accident,  being  buried  in  the  W orcester  cemetery. 
The  pioneer  spirit  of  his  Pilgrim  ancestors  would 
not  allow  him  to  forget  the  Christian  needs  of  the 
“Far  West,”  and  again  in  1840  he  turned  his  face 
to  the  setting  sun,  Iowa  being  his  choice  of  location. 

Dr.  Reed  was  one  of  the  First  Congregational 
ministers  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  preceding  the  famous 
“Iowa  Band”  by  three  years.  He  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  sixty  of  its  prominent  churches, 
also  in  the  first  Congregational  Association,  and 
preached  the  first  sermon  by  a Congregationalist, 
in  1837,  in  Keokuk.  He  resided  for  a time  in  Fair- 
field,  Iowa,  some  twenty  miles  from  the  “Indian 
Agency,”  (often  the  headquarters  of  the  famous 
ElackhawE  and  his  Indian  chiefs),  then  in  charge 
of  Gen.  Joseph  Street  and  his  sons-in-law,  Capt. 
George  \Vilson  and  Capt.  Beach.  In  October,  1845, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
situated  a few  miles  west  of  the  Sac  Village  on 
Rock  river,  one  of  the  largest  Indian  villages  in 
North  America.  Davenport  was  then  a charming 
village  of  700  inhabitants  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
■Mississippi  river.  On  the  western  point  of  the 
island  of  Rock  Island  was  old  Fort  Armstrong,  a 
few  years  later  the  site  of  the  first  bridge  across  the 
Mississippi  river.  Mr.  Reed's  appointment  by  the 
American  Home  ^Missionary  Society  as  its  superin- 
tendent made  this  change  of  residence  necessary. 
This  position  he  held  from  1845  to  1869,  with  the 
exception  of  six  years,  performing  during  this  time 
most  faithfully  and  acceptably  the  labors  of  the  im- 
portant office.  Nothing  was  too  difficult  for  him  to 
undertake,  nothing  too  arduous  for  him  to  accom- 
plish, when  in  the  line  of  duty. 

Dr.  Reed  w'as  one  of  the  first  committee  ap- 
pointed to -select  a site  for  Iowa  College,  located 
first  at  Davenport,  and  removed  to  Grinnell.  Iowa, 
in  i860;  was  one  of  its  founders  and  charter  trus- 
tees and  was  officially  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion for  nearly  twenty  years,  in  which  he  ahvays 
felt  the  deepest  interest.  A cherished  desire  of  his 
was  to  attend  the  fortieth  commencement,  but  this 
was  denied  him.  The  account  of  this  commence- 
ment was  read  to  him  during  his  last  illness,  and 
gave  him  great  pleasure.  In  1855  he  received  from 
his  college  the  degree  of  D.  D.  In  1881  Rev.  Mr. 
Reed,  accompanied  by  his  daughter.  IMrs.  Wilkin- 
son, made  an  extended  trip  through  Europe,  visiting 


many  important  points  of  interest,  including  Athens 
and  Constantinople.  ’ Always  intellectually  active,  he 
had  much  literary  work  under  way  which  no  one, 
without  his  mine  of  facts  and  recollections,  can  ever 
complete.  His  last  work  was  the  preparation  of 
a paper  giving  the  history  of  Congregationalism  in 
Iowa  for  its  first  fifty  years.  He  died  Aug.  28, 
1890,  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 

On  Dec.  2,  1835,  Mr.  Reed  married  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Foster  and  Relief  (Whiting) 
Blood,  born  Dec.  4,  1805,  at  Concord,  Mass.,  of 
which  place  her  father’s  family  were  among  the 
early  settlers,  as  was  also  her  ancestor.  Major  Simon 
Willard.  On  her  mother’s  side  her  ancestry  em- 
braced a goodly  number  who  are  said  to  have 
“shone  as  lights  in  the  Christian  community 
throughout  New  England.”  These  included  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  of  Boston,  and  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting, 
first  pastor  of  Lynn,  iMass.  Her  great-great-grand- 
father was  for  twenty-six  years  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Concord.  Her  father  died  when  she  was  very 
young,  leaving  her  the  eldest  of  six  children.  Early 
in  life  she  evinced  great  strength  of  character  in 
her  personal  efforts  to  secure  an  education.  Two 
of  her  brothers  became  clergymen,  one  in  Illinois, 
Rev.  Charles  Emerson  Blood,  the  other.  Rev.  Lor- 
enzo W.  Blood,  a prominent  divine  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  Connecticut.  After  com- 
pleting her  course  at  Ipswich  Seminary  she  became 
a successful  teacher.  She  organized  and  for  several 
years  had  charge  of  the  first  infant  school  in  Bos- 
ton, a movement  which  resulted  in  similar  organiza- 
tions in  other  cities  and  an  innovation  which  was 
soon  adopted  in  the  Sabbath-schools.  During  her 
residence  in  Boston  she  was  a member  of  Lowell 
Mason’s  choir,  and  the  old  tunes  sung  from  the 
original  scores  were  a delight  and  comfort  to  her 
latest  days,  ever  awakening  pleasant  memories.  Im- 
bibing the  western  enthusiasm  of  her  friend,  Rev. 
Edward  Beecher,  then  settled  in  Boston,  she  with 
her  brother  Charles,  went  to  Jacksonville,  111.,  where 
she  engaged  in  teaching  until  her  marriage.  Mrs. 
Reed  was  a person  of  marked  refinement  and  en- 
gaging manner,  and  was  much  given  to  hospitality. 
She  was  loyal  to  her  convictions  of  duty  and  a 
worthy  descendant  of  her  many  Puritan  ancestors. 
So  long  as  strength  permitted  she  was  active  in 
church  and  society,  and  especially  interested  in 
young  women  seeking  to  obtain  an  education.  She 
did  not  long  survive  her  husband,  his  death  taking 
place  x\ug.  28,  1890,  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  while  she 
passed  away  Oct.  ist  of  the  same  year — both  at 
“Oaklawn,”  the  residence  of  their  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  IMrs.  and  IMrs.  S.  F.  Smith,  Jr.,  whose 
delightful  and  hospitable  home  they  had  enjoyed 
as  their  own  for  some  ten  years,  shared  also  by  their 
granddaughter,  Anna  Reed  Smith.  This  home  was 
often  graced  by  the  presence  of  Mrs.  and  Rev.  S.  F. 
Smith.  D.  D.,  whose  famous  hymn,  “America,”  sung 
in  many  lands,  touching  most  keenly  the  heart  of 
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every  native-born  American,  soon  finds. itself  lov- 
ingly attuned  to  the  hearts  and  voices  of  thousands 
once  strangers  in  our  land. 

COL.  H.  MARTIN  BROWN,  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  the  U.  S.  Bobbin  and  Shuttle 
Company,  Providence,  is  a representative  business 
man  of  Rhode  Island,  who  owes  his  success  to  his 
energy  and  shrewd,  farseeing  business  sagacity, 
while  his  straight-forward  dealings  have  kept  his 
reputation  unspotted. 

Col.  Brown  is  descended  from  a fine  line  of 
ancestry,  which  made  an  honorable  and  conspicuous 
record  in  Colonial  history.  Three  of  his  ancestors 
were  among  the  “Mayflower”  pilgrims,  and  he  is 
eligible,  therefore,  to  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars  and  the  Society  of  Mayflower  De- 
scendants. His  maternal  great-grandfather,  Elias 
Dart,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
one  of  those  engaged  in  resisting  the  attack  of  Arn- 
old on  New  London,  and  he  was  taken  prisoner  at 
the  battle  of  Fort  Griswold,  Sept.  6.  1781.  He 
served  in  Capt.  Benjamin  Durkee’s  Company  of 
“Matrosses”  1782-83. 

Col.  Brown’s  ancestry  includes  many  old  families 
of  Connecticut.  Richard  Dart  was  early  at  New 
London,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  land  in  1664, 
and  the  line  is  traced  through  his  son,  Daniel,  who 
removed  to  Bolton,  Conn.,  in  1716,  or  when  the  first 
settlements  were  made  in  that  town.  Daniel  Dart 
(2),  son  of  Daniel,  had  a son  William,  whose  son 
Elias  was  the  father  of  Eli,  whose  daughter  Marilla 
was  the  mother  of  Col.  Brown. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  was  John 
Brown,  and  the  grandfather  was  John  Brown  (2),' 
who  married  a Miss  Perkins,  whose  ancestry  goes 
back  to  the  “Mayflower.” 

Arba  Harrison  Brown  followed  farming  the 
greater  part  of  his  active  life,  and  in  that  calling 
met  with  much  success.  He  died  in  1888,  at  Man- 
chester, Conn.  His  wife,  Marilla  (Dart)  Brown, 
was  a woman  of  much  intelligence,  and  a stanch 
advocate  of  abolition.  She  had  a good  general 
knowledge  of  public  afifairs,  and  many  times  during 
the  Civil  war  made  the  remark  “The  war  will  not 
end  until  slavery  is  abolished.”  Her  death  occurred 
in  1864.  In  his  religious  faith  xA.rba  H.  Brown 
was  a Baptist,  while  his  wife  was  a Congregational- 
ist.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican  from  the 
organization  of  that  party,  and  he  stanchly  supported 
its  principles,  although  never  an  office  seeker.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  but  three  survive : D.  Russell,  ex-governor 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  founder  •and  present  head 
‘Of  Brown  Brothers  Company ; Col.  H.  Martin ; and 
Mary  Charlotte,  wife  of  L.  J.  Robertson,  ‘of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  ,'i 

Col  H.  Martin  Brown  was  bofn  in  Bolton, 
Conn.,  April  28,  1850,  and  was  reared  to  the  work 
of  the  farm.  He  attended  school  in  his'  native  dis- 
trict, and  later  the  high  school  at  Rockville,  Conn., 
leaving  the  school  room  to  enter  ijpon  a business 


career  at  the  age  of  si.xteen.  He  became  clerk  in 
the  dry  goods  store  of  the  Hon.  E.  Stevens  Henry, 
a successful  merchant,  under  whose  tuition  he 
gained  a deep  insight  into  the  customs  of  the  com- 
mercial world.  By  close  attention  to  business  and 
a conscientious  mastery  of  details,  at  the  end  of 
five  years,  just  when  he  attained  his  majority,  he 
was  admitted  as  a partner,  and  the  name  of  the  firm 
became  E.  S.  Henry  & Co.,  and  two  years  later  was 
changed  to  Henry  & Brown — a high  testimonial  to 
so  young  a man.  On  Dec.  31,  1877,  the  firm  of 
Henry  & Brown  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent, 
and  on  Jan.  i,  1878,  Col.  Brown  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  D.  Russell  Brown,  and 
Charles  H.  Child,  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown 
Bros.  & Co.,  which  became  one  of  the  largest  con- 
cerns of  its  kind  in  the  country  for  the  sale  of  mill 
supplies.  In  1893  the  business  was  incorporated 
as  The  Brown  Brothers  Company,  with  Col.  H. 
iMartin  Brown  as  secretary,  a position  he  held  until 
July,  1899,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  the 
company.  For  some  time  previous  he  had  been 
treasurer  of  the  Woonsocket  Bobbin  Company,  and, 
as  had  always  been  characteristic  of  him,  he  had 
made  a thorough  study  of  the  business,  and  had 
carefully  considered  the  possibilities  and  advantages 
to  accrue  from  a combination  of  the  leading  manu- 
facturers in  that  line.  The  result  of  all  this  was 
the  formation,  in  July,  1899,  of  the  U.  S.  Bobbin  & 
Shuttle  Company,  with  a capitalization  of  $1,651,- 
000,  and  it  included  the  plants  of  James  Baldwin 
Co.,  of  IManchester.  N.  H. ; L.  Sprague  Co.,  of 
Lawrence,  Mass. ; W.  H.  Parker  & Sons,  Lowell, 
Mass. ; Fall  River  Bobbin  & Shuttle  Co. ; Woon- 
socket Bobbin  Co. ; T.  J.  Hale,  of  Lawrence,  iMass. ; 
James  Baldwin  Co.,  of  Lewiston,  Maine.  The  suc- 
cess of  this  consolidation  has  been  such  as  to  re- 
flect no  little  credit  upon  its  organizer  and  manager. 
Unlike  the  usual  plan  of  organization  of  such  com- 
bines The  U.  S.  Bobbin  & Shuttle  Company  own 
outright  all  their  properties.  As  the  foremost  man 
in  its  organization  and  the  practical  head  in  its 
management.  Col.  Brown  has  shown  an  ability  ex- 
ceedingly rare  as  an  organizer,  and  even  greater  as 
a manager. 

Col.  Brown  is  a director  in  more  than  a dozen 
industrial  and  financial  concerns,  among  which  are 
the  National  Ring  Traveler  Company;  Equitable 
Fire  and  i^Iarine  Insurance  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence ; director  and  member  of  the  executive  board 
in  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  Providence;  di- 
rector in  Mechanics  National  Bank,  and  ^Mechanics 
Savings  Bank;  director  in  Narragansett  Electric 
Light  Company,  and  Providence  Telephone  Com- 
pany ; and  he  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Providence.  Col.  Brown  built  and  owns  the  Brown 
Building,  on  West  Exchange  street.  Providence, 
which  property  is  leased  by  the  National  Ring 
Traveler  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  manu- 
facturing properties  in  the  city. 

In  politics  Col.  Brown  is  a stanch  Republican, 
but  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a politician,  even 
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while  taking  a considerable  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party.  In  1890  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  city, council  from  the  Ninth  ward;  and  he  was 
appointed  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff  by  Governor 
Brown,  and  served  in  that  capacity  from  1892  to 
1895.  Le  was  a representative  from  Providence, 
in  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  in  1900,  1901 
and  1902,  and  served  on  the  Judiciary  committee; 
and  he  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
Convention  in  1904,  and  represented  Rhode  Island 
in  the  national  body  selected  by  this  convention  to 
notify  officially  Theodore  Roosevelt  of  his  nomina- 
tion for  President  of  the  United  States.  This  notifi- 
cation took  place  at  the  summer  home  of  President 
Roosevelt,  at  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I-.,  July  27,  1904. 
Fraternally  Col.  Brown  belongs  to  x-\delphoi  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Providence  Council;  and  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  K.  T.  He  belongs  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ; 
the  Squantum  and  Hope  Clubs,  and  numerous  other 
social  organizations. 

On  Feb.  9,  1875,  Col.  Brown  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  W.  North,  daughter  of  G.  L.  North,  of 
Rockville,  Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Marion  N.  and  A.  Helen  ; the  latter  married  Nov. 
7,  1906,  Erling  Cornelius  Ostby.  Personally  the 
Colonel  is  courteous  and  affable,  always  polite  and 
modest  in  manner,  yet  wearing  an  air  of  dignity  at 
all  times  that  effectually  checks  any  undue  familiar- 
ity. During  business  hours  he  is  the  attentive,  alert 
business  man,  but  when  his  day’s  work  is  done,  he 
enters  his  home  with  all  cares  laid  aside. 

COL.  GEORGE  LEANDER  SHEI’LEY.  One 
of  the  able  men  in  insurance  circles  in  the  United 
States,  a New  Englander  by  birth,  and  from  child- 
hood a resident  of  Providence,  where  he  has  long 
been  not  only  one  of  that  city’s  foremost  citi- 
zens, but  one  of  its  ablest  business  men,  is  Col. 
George  L.  Shepley.  He  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1854, 
in  Dover,  N.  H.,  only  son  of  John  and  Sarah  E. 
(Huntress)  Shepley. 

The  father  of  Col.  Shepley  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  from  Manchester. 
During  his  earlier  years  here  he  was  a resident  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  his  early  life  he  was  connected 
with  the  publishing  business,  but  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life,  until  his  death,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business.  He  was  married  in  1852,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Huntress,  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  then 
took  up  his  residence  there.  In  1856,  he  located  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  afterward  resided,  and 
where  his  death  occurred,  Dec.  20,  1874,  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years,  and  there,  too,  Mrs.  Shepley 
died  June  20,  1887,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  They 
had  two  children,  George  Leander  and  Alice  B., 
the  latter  the  wife  of  Thomas  A.  Richardson,  of 
Providence, 

George  Leander  Shepley  was  but  a child  of 
two  years  when  his  parents  located  in  Providence, 
and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  he  received 


his  scholastic  training.  He  early  evinced  a desire 
for  business  rather  than  a professional  career,  which 
led  to  his  entering  the  practical  life  when  yet  in  his 
teens.  At  that  age  there  were  the  boyhood  indica- 
tions of  traits  of  character  that  have  been  prominent 
factors  in  his  subsequent  successful  career.  He  had 
natural  push,  energy  and  determination  with  an 
adaptation  that  was  far  beyond  his  years. 

Taking  up  the  insurance  business,  IMr.  Shepley’s 
rapid  rise  therein  is  best  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
at  eighteen  he  was  an  insurance  broker.  In  1876 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  the  late  Caleb  Ear- 
num,  under  the  firm  name  of  Earnum  & Shepley. 
This  partnership  continued  until  1879,  when  Mr. 
Shepley  withdrew  from  the  firm  to  unite  business 
interests  with  Mr.  James  U.  Starkweather,  in  found- 
ing the  firm  of  Starkweather  & Shepley. 

The  growth  of  this  firm  has  been  remarkable, 
and  the  development  of  its  business  an  achievement 
that  stands  almost  alone  in  insurance  circles  in  this 
country.  The  history  of  this  firm  is  inseparably  a 
part  of  the  history  of  George  L.  Shepley  since  the 
organization.  Its  growth  to  one  of  the  largest  busi- 
nesses of  its  kind  in  the  world  with  offices  in  Provi- 
dence, New  York,  Boston  and  Paris,  Erance,  is  to 
a great  extent  due  to  Col.  Shepley’s  business 
sagacity  and  acumen.  In  1905,  in  order  to  secure  a 
perpetuation  of  the  business,  a special  charter  under 
the  name  of  Starkweather  & Shepley,  Inc.,  was 
taken  out  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the  business  re- 
organized under  it ; and  in  order  to  meet  the  situa- 
tion in  New  York  City,  where  a Rhode  Island  cor- 
poration was  treated  as  an  alien,  a separate  corpor- 
ation under  the  same  title  was  organized.  Col. 
Shepley  is  the  President  of  both  corporations. 

While  but  a young  man  at  the  time  the  firm  of 
Starkweather  & Shepley  was  established,  he  took 
a most  prominent  and  active  part  in  the  management 
from  its  inception,  and.  for  many  years  the  entire 
management  has  been  in  his  hands.  The  building 
up  of  a business  of  such  magnitude  must  necessarily 
represent  a strong  combination  of  organization, 
system  and  administration.  In  every  one  of  these 
features  there  will  be  found  original  ideas  and 
methods,  contributing  efficiency,  facility  and  acces- 
sibility. 

A good  judge  of  men.  Col.  Shepley  has  sur- 
rounded himself  with  an  able  corps  of  lieutenants, 
the  work  of  any  one  of  whom  he  is  instantly  able 
to  judge  intelligently.  His  intense  familiarity  with 
the  multifarious  details  of  his  business  not  only 
enables  him  to  dispose  of  a great  amount  of  work, 
but  he  maintains  a remarkably  close  personal  knowl- 
edge of  affairs  in  general.  He  is  sound  in  judg- 
ment, firm'di-i'  purpose,  and  determined  in  execution 
— a convMrra't-ion  of  qualities  that  are  prominent 
factors  in  hjs  business. 

In  1907,  Col.  Shepley  organized  the 

Rhode  Island' Insurance  Company  and  became  its 
first  preslck-nt.  Insurance  circles  have  by  no  means 
been  Coh'  Shepley’s  only  field  of  business  activity. 
He  is  iffo#!ihently  identified  w'ith  several  of  the 
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leading  financial  and  industrial  institutions  of  Provi- 
dence. He  was  vice-president  of  The  Manufac- 
turers Trust  Company,  previous  to  its  absorption, 
in  1906,  by  the  Union  Trust  Company,  in  which 
latter  institution  he  is  now  one  of  the  vice-presi- 
dents. He  is  also  a director  of  the  National  Ex- 
change Bank,  and  in  the  Providence  Banking  Com- 
pany. He  is  a director  of  the  American  Screw 
Company,  The  Narragansett  Electric  Lighting 
Company,  the  United  Traction  Company,  the 
American  Woolen  Company,  and  the  National  and 
Providence  Worsted  Mills. 

Col.  Shepley  has  ever  been  interested  in  athletics 
and  outdoor  sports.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Providence  Athletic  Association,  during  the  first 
five  years  of  its  existence.  An  enthusiastic  yachts- 
man, he  is  a member  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club, 
the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club,  and  for  many  years 
was  president  of  the  Narragansett  Boat  Club.  He 
was  president  of  the  Commercial  Club  under  the  old 
regime,  and  was  prominent  in  the  reorganization  in 
1902,  which  infused  new  life  into  the  club,  and  put 
it  on  a sound  basis.  He  again  served  as  its  presi- 
dent for  a period  of  four  years.  Col.  Shepley’s 
club  membership  also  includes  the  Hope  Club,  the 
Squantum  Association,  the  West  Side  Club,  the 
Central  Club,  the  St.  James  Club  of  Montreal,  the 
Union  League,  Metropolitan,  New  York  Athletic 
Clubs,  the  Brook  and  the  Down  Town  Association 
in  New  York,  the  Exchange  Club  of  Boston,  and  the 
Hartford  Club  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Eor  many  years 
Col.  Shepley  has  been  a prominent  Mason,  having 
attained  the  thirty-third  degree,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  known  members  of  that  fraternity  in  New 
England,  belonging  to  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33, 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  St.  John’s 
Commandery.  He  has  been  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  has  served 
as  Potentate  in  Palestine  Temple,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine. 

Col.  Shepley  until  chosen  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Rhode  Island  in  1902  had  never  held  public  office. 
He  was  nominated  iDy  the  Republican  caucus  held 
at  Providence  Feb.  18,  1902,  and  later  by  the  Grand 
committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island;  he  was  elected  by  a vote  of  73  to  21.  At 
this  time  it  was  generally  considered  that  his  nomi- 
nation was  the  most  popular  choice  that  could  have 
been  made,  a feeling  of  certainty  prevailing  that  in 
the  selection  of  Col.  Shepley  the  Republican  party 
of  Rhode  Island  had  put  its  best  foot  forward — the 
business  interests  of  opinion-  expressed  in  ])olitical 
circles.  And  it  goes  without  saying  that  all  pre- 
dictions and  expectations  were  fully  realized  in  the 
administration  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Shepley. 
His  title  of  Colonel  comes  from  service  as  aide-de- 
camp  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Elisha  Dyer. 

The  position  of  Col.  Shepley  as  a business  man, 
citizen  and  individual  is  but  the  result  of  his  great 
energy,  intelligent  application  and  tenacity  of  pur- 
pose. Progressive,  up-to-date,  he  was  ever 


ready  to  exert  his  influence  and  aid  in  all  move- 
ments in  the  interest  of  better  conditions,  good 
government,  the  promotion  of  the  city  and  the  best 
means  of  advancing  its  prosperity. 

Socially  Col.  Shepley  is  genial  and  of  an  even 
temper,  sympathetic,  charitable,  warm  in  his  im- 
pulses, accessible  and  polite  to  all,  without  regard 
to  any  outward  conditions  or  circumstances.  How- 
ever, he  holds  himself  aloof  from  such  as  he  deems 
unworthy  of  honorable  • recognition.  He  is  de- 
servedly popular  in  the  highest  sense,  having  hosts 
of  friends  who  regard  him  as  a gentleman  of  in- 
tegrity, ability  and  incorruptible  character.  He  has 
traveled  extensively  both  in  this  country  and  abroad, 
and  enjoys  a wide  acquaintance  among  men  in 
business,  financial  and  public  life. 

On  Sept.  15,  1880,  the  Colonel  was  married  in 
Providence  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Peck,  who  was  born 
in  Warren,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Emma  R. 
I’eck,  and  they  have  had  two  daughters : Hope, 
born  Dec.  23,  1881,  was  married  Oct.  25,  1906,  to 
Henry  Hutchinson  Hollister,  Jr.,  of  New  York; 
and  Virginia  was  born  June  16,  1886. 

WILLIA^I  HERBERT  PERRY  FAUNCE, 
President  of  Brown  University,  was  born  at  Wor- 
cester, jMass.,  Jan.  15,  1859,  son  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Worcester  and  Alary  Parkhurst  (Perry)  Faunce. 
The  Faunces  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Plymouth,  Alass.,  where  five  generations  of  the 
family  lie  buried  on  the  historic  ‘‘Burial  Hill.” 

Thomas  Faunce  was  for  forty  years  ruling  elder 
of  the  First  Church  of  Plymouth.  At  the  age  of 
ninety  years  he  was  carried  in  his  chair  to  the 
shore,  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  the  town  magis- 
trates, solemnly  identified  the  rock  on  which  the 
Pilgrims  landed,  he  being  the  only  man  then  living 
who  had  talked  with  the  Pilgrims  themselves. 

Rev.  Daniel  Worcester  Faunce,  father  of  Presi- 
dent Faunce,  was  born  at  Plymouth,  Alass.,  Jan.  3, 
1829.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  graduated 
from  Amherst,  and  in  1880  received  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  from  that  institution.  He  studied  theology 
at  the  Newton  Theological  Institute,  and  was  or- 
dained a Baptist  mini'^ter  in  1853.  He  has  held  many 
prominent  pastorates  in  New  England  and  Wash- 
ington, and  is  ;i  member  of  the  board  of  managers 
of  the  American  Baptist  Alissionary  Alission,  and 
the  author  of  a number  of  books  of  wide  circulation, 
among  them : “The  Christian  in  the  World” 
(which  received  the  Fletcher  prize  at  Dartmouth L 
‘‘Words  and  Works  of  Jesus,”  “Words  and  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,”  “A  Young  Alan’s  Difficulties  With 
His  Bible,”  “Tbe  Resurrection  in  Nature  and  Reve- 
lation,” “Praver  a*?  a Theory  and  a Fact”  (which 
also  received  the  Fletcher  prize),  ‘.‘Hours  with  a 
Skeptic,’’  “Inspiration  Considered  as  a 1 rend 
and  “Shall  we  Believe  in  a Divine  Providence?” 

Rev.  Dr.  Faunce  was  married  (first)  in  1853 
to  Alary  Parkhurst  Perry,  a native  of  Baltimore, 
and  a member  of  the  family  to  which  Commodore 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry  belonged.  She  died  in  1888. 
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In  1891  Dr.  Faunce  married  (second)  Mrs.  Mary 
F.  Tucker. 

William  Herbert  Perry  Faunce  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  Lynn,  Alass., 
and  was  there  prepared  for  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1880.  He  has  received 
the  degrees  of  A.  M.  and  D.  D.  (1895)  from 
Brown ; D.  D.  from  Yale,  1901 ; Harvard,  1902, 
and  Baylor  University,  LL.  D.,  1905.  After  gradu- 
ating from  Brown  he  entered  Newton  Theological 
Seminary.  From  1881  to  1882  he  taught  mathemat- 
ics in  Brown  University,  taking  the  place  of  a pro- 
fessor who  was  in  Europe  for  that  year,  and*  in  the 
latter  year  returned  to  his  theological  studies,  gradu- 
ating from  the  Seminary  in  1884.  He  immediately 
entered  upon  the  pastorate  of  the  State  Street  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  which  he  had 
been  called  six  months  previous  to  his  graduation. 
There  he  remained  until  becoming  pastor  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  New  York  City,  in 
1889.  In  1896  he  became  a trustee  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  in  that  and  the  following  year  was 
lecturer  in  the  Divinity  School  of  the  University  of 
Chicago.  In  1898-99  he  served  on  the  Board  of 
Resident  Preachers  of  Harvard  University,  and  in 
1899  was  unanimously  elected  President  of  Brown 
University,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  tliat  office 
June  21,  1899.  He  is  a member  of  Delta  Upsilon 
Fraternity,  and  of  the  University  Clubs  of  New 
York,  Boston  and  Providence. 

Dr.  Faunce  was  married  June  18,  1884,  to  Sarah 
Rogers  Edson,  daughter  of  Nathan  W.  and  Ellen 
Edson,  and  one  son  was  born  to  this  union.  Perry 
Edson  I'aunce. 

President  Faunce  is  one  of  the  most  active  men 
in  University  circles  in  the  country  to-day.  His 
felicity  as  a public  speaker  has  given  him  a reputa- 
tion as  an  after-dinner  figure  that  is  as  wide  as  the 
country  itself.  Hence  it  happens  that  he  is  in  great 
demand  to  deliver  addresses  of  all  kinds.  East, 
West,  North  and  South.  He  has  done  more  to 
foster  the  creation  of  Brown  Alumni  Associations 
than  any  other  president  of  the  University,  believ- 
ing that  these  clubs  are  the  best  means  at  hand  of 
keeping  alive  the  college  spirit  and  traditions,  of 
binding  together  Brown  Alumni,  and  inspiring  in- 
terest in  things  of  the  mind. 

Since  Dr.  Faunce  became  president  of  Brown 
P'niversity  a fund  of  two  million  dollars  has  been 
raised  for  its  endowment,  and  six  new  buildings 
have  been  erected.  The  famous  John  Carter  Brown 
Library  of  Americana  has  been  acquired,  new  lab- 
oratories and  seminaries  have  been  established,  and 
a thoroughly  modern  equipment  provided  for  the 
University.  The  appearance  of  the  campus  has 
been  transformed,  and  the  number  of  students  from 
the  West  and  South  has  greatly  increased.  Dr. 
Faunce  is  now  President  of  the  Religious  Educa- 
tion Association,  and  profoundly  interested  in  im- 
proving the  relations  of  the  American  college  and 
the  American  church.  He  is  a frequent  preacher 


on  Sundays  at  Harvard,  Pennsylvania",  Yale, 
Princeton,  Vassar,  Wellesley,  Bryn  Mawr,  and 
^lount  Holyoke.  He  has  taken  deep  interest  in  the 
development  of  Rhode  Island  life,  and  is  a member 
of  the  State  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  and 
trustee  of  the  School  of  Design. 

GEORGE  HERMANN  BABCOCK,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Babcock  Wilcox  Company,  of  New 
York,  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  time  in 
the  industrial  lines  with  which  he  was  identified. 
He  was  born  at  Unadilla  Forks,  in  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  June  17,  1832,  second  child  of  Asher  M.  and 
Mary  E.  (Stillman)  Babcock. 

The  father  was  a well-known  inventor  and  me- 
chanic of  his  time,  the  designer  of  the  pin-wheel 
motion  in  plaid  looms,  of  a novel  shoe-peg  machine, 
and  of  many  other  ingenious  and  successful  mechan- 
isms. The  mother,  also,  was  descended  from  a 
family  of  mechanics,  her  father,  Ethan  Stillman, 
having  been  distinguished  as  a constructor  of  ord- 
nance for  the  government  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
his  brother,  William  Stillman,  as  a lock  maker  and 
clock  manufacturer.  His  unpickable  bank  lock  was 
a pioneer  in  that  line  long  before  the  days  of  Chubb 
and  Hobbs. 

George  H.  Babcock  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  with  a year  in  the  academy,  and  with  profit- 
able supplement  in  the  machine  shop  and  factory. 
Y'hen  twelve  years  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  there,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  met  Stephen  Wilcox,  a bright  young 
W'esterly  mechanic,  and  later  a famous  inventor. 
About  this  time  young  Babcock,  being  in  feeble 
health  and  threatened  with  consumption,  took  up 
the  then  new  art  of  daguerreotypy.  He  recovered 
his  health,  he  always  believed  through  the  healing 
influences  of  the  fumes  of  iodine  used  in  develop- 
ing the  plates,  and  the  restoration  proved  to  be 
permanent.  Photography  never  lost  its  fascination 
for  him,  and  he  continued  to  practice  it,  being 
known  as  a successful  and  distinguished  amateur 
photographer  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
started  the  Literary  Echo  in  the  spring  of  1851, 
when  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  organizing  the 
first  printing  office  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
editing  the  paper  as  a weekly  and  carrying  on  the 
printing  business  at  the  same  time  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  The  paper  continued  to  exist  as  the 
Westerly  JVeckly.  He  sold  his  interest  in  1854, 
and  took  up  the  daguerreotypic  art  as  a business. 
In  that  year,  in  conjunction  with  his  father,  he 
invented  the  polychromatic  printing  press,  which 
only  failed  of  commercial  success  from  the  fact 
of  being  years  in  advance  of  the  time.  The  Bab- 
cock presses  were  built  by  the  Pawcatuck  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  Westerly,  the  progenitor  of 
a dozen  later  press  manufacturing  firms  scattered 
throughout  the  country.  The  patents  were  subse- 
quently held  by  Cottrell  & Babcock,  manufacturers. 
The  Babcock  took  a prize  at  the  London  Crystal 
International  Exposition  in  1851.  The  father  and 
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son  next  resumed  temporary  control  of  the  Echo, 
issuing  as  the  Xarragansett  Weekly.  Upon  re- 
moving to  Brooklyn,  in  i860,  Mr.  Babcock  was  en- 
gaged for  the  next  three  years  in  the  office  of  Mr. 
T.  B.  Stetson,  a famous  patent  solicitor,  spending 
his  evenings  in  the  instruction  of  a class  in  me- 
chanical drawing  at  the  Cooper  Institute  in  New 
York.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Babcock  was  given 
the  position  of  chief  draughtsman  of  the  Hope  Iron 
Works,  at  • Providence,  R.  I.,  and  in  these  two 
establishments  designed  the  machinery  for  a num- 
ber of  merchant  and  war  vessels.  The  shrapnel 
shell,  employed  during  the  Civil  war  in  engage- 
ments at  close  quarters,  was  improved  by  IMr.  Bab- 
cock at  this  time. 

He  also,  while  at  the  Hope  Iron  Works,  joined 
Mr.  Wilcox  in  inventing  and  perfecting  the  Bab- 
cock & Wilcox  safety  or  sectional  tube  boiler. 
Their  boiler  w'as  so  designed  that  anything  like  a 
real  explosion  could  not  occur.  The  two  inventors 
also  brought  out  at  this  time  the  Babcock  & Wil- 
cox steam  engine,  a machine  possessing  some 
singularly  interesting  and  ingenious  elements  of 
novelty  and  utility.  The  firm,  Babcock  & Wilcox, 
was  formed  in  1867,  and  their  first  patent  was 
taken  out  in  that  year.  The  boiler  thus  secured 
was,  in  principle,  based  upon  an  earlier  invention 
of  Mr.  Wilcox,  patented  in  1856.  The  business 
of  the  partners  soon  became  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  improve- 
ment and  manufacture  of  their  new  boiler,  and  for 
over  a quarter  of  a century  the  firm  successfully 
extended  its  market  in  the  face  of  competition. 
Establishments  of  great  magnitude  were  erected 
at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  from 
which  the  markets  of  the  world  have  long  been 
supplied.  The  extensive  introduction  of  the  boiler 
and  others  of  its  class  has  reduced  the  number  of 
explosions  correspondingly,  and  the  inventors  of  the 
sectional  boiler  have  thus  saved  to  the  world  lives 
and  property  of  inestimable  value.  Through  the 
operation  of  this  commercial  and  business  arrange- 
ment the  partners  acquired  both  wealth  and  fame. 
Both  made  good  use  of  the  wealth  thus  attained. 
Mr.  Babcock  for  many  years  gave  time  and  thought 
and  money  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptists,  the  religious  body  with 
which  he  identified  himself,  and  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  education,  especially  on  its 
practical  and  technical  side.  For  a number  of 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  managers 
of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Missionary  Society, 
and  for  many  years  was  a member  of  the  Board  of 
the  American  Sabbath  T ract  Society ; he  was  serving 
at  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a trustee  of  Alfred 
University,  to  which  he  gave  large  sums  during  his 
lifetime,  and  by  bequest,  and  was  a non-resident 
lecturer  at  Cornell  University  from  1885  to  1893, 
in  the  Sibley  College  Courses  in  Mechanical  En- 
gineering. His  most  important  papers,  mainly  on 
the  scientific  principles  involved  in  the  generation 
and  use  of  steam  power,  and  on  the  best  modern 


methods  of  boiler  construction,  were  prepared  for 
the  last  named  courses.  His  last  engagement, 
abrogated  by  his  death,  was  for  a lecture  in  the 
spring  of  1894.  His  papers  were  always  well 
planned,  thorough,  full  of  facts,  and  useful  knowl- 
edge, and  elegant  in  expression  to  an  exceptional 
degree.  His  delivery  was  quiet  but  impressive,  and 
he  held  an  audience,  whether  of  college  students 
or  business  men,  interested  and  attentive  to  the 
end,  however  long  the  address. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  a charter  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  ^Mechanical  Engineers,  and 
early  in  the  history  of  the  society  was  made  a life 
member.  He  was  president  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  the  city  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  where  he 
resided  for  many  years.  He  was  president  of  the 
public  library  of  that  city,  and  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Alfred  University,  doing  much  to  pro- 
mote the  growth  of  both  the  library  and  university, 
not  only  by  official  action  and  personal  interest 
in  the  management  of  their  affairs,  but  by  appro- 
priations of  money  from  his  own  capital  in  liberal 
amounts.  He  was  a public-spirited  citizen  and  did 
much  to  improve  his  city  by  the  erection  of  fine 
buildings  and  the  introduction  of  other  enterprises 
for  which  he  was  personally  responsible.  His  ac- 
tivity and  influence  in  the  church  of  which  he  was 
a lifelong  member  were  equally  marked  and  ef- 
fective ; and  it  owes  much  to  his  energy,  his  al- 
ways live  interest  and  his  personal  liberality.  Mr. 
Babcock  was  a man  of  culture,  of  broad  and  varied, 
ready  and  lofty  thought.  In  every  relation  of  life 
he  exhibited  those  admirable  qualities  which  come 
of  a clear  head,  a fine  intellect  and  a good  heart. 
He  was  an  honor  to  his  profession  and  to  humanity.. 
He  died  in  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  Dec.  16,  1893. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  married  (first),  on  Sept.  28,. 
1852,  to  Lucy  .A.delia  Stillman,  of  Westerly,  who 
died  May  20,  1861.  On  Sept.  25,  1862,  he  was 
married  (second)  to  Harriet  Mandane  Clark,  who 
died  IMarch  5,  1881.  His  third  wife,  whom  he 
wedded  Feb.  14,  1883,  was  Eliza  Lua  Cfarke,  and 
she  died  IMarch  21,  1891,  the  mother  of  two  sons: 
George  Luason,  born  Jan.  7,  1885,  now  a student 
in  Alfred  University,  Alfred,  X.  Y. ; and  Hermann 
Edgar,  born  July  9,  1886,  who  died  Aug.  6,  1886. 
On  .\pril  II,  1893,  Mr.  Babcock  married  Eugenia 
Louisa  Lewis,  born  March  29,  1847,  Hope  Val- 
ley, R.  I.,  daughter  of  the  late  Deacon  Nathan  K. 
and  Louisa  (Langworthy)  Lewis. 

Mrs.  Eugeni.\  L.  Babcock,  who  survives  her 
husband  and  resides  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  conies  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Rhode  Island  (men- 
tioned elsewhere).  She  is  an  intellectual  w^oman, 
of  charming  character,  whose  faith  is  shown 
strongly  in  good  works,  and  whose  deeply  religious 
nature  has  been  reflected  in  an  earnest,  sincere 
Christian  life.  A member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Church  since  childhood,  her  pride  and  interest 
in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  that  denomination 
are  constant  and  intense.  (I)f  domestic  tastes,  one 
of  her  greatest  pleasures  has  been  found  in  the 
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society  of  the  members  of  her  home,  or  as  dispens- 
ing therein  a gracious  hospitality  to  her  many 
and  always  welcome  friends.  Active  in  the  wel- 
fare of  various  educational,  religious  and  benevo- 
lent institutions,  jNlrs.  llabcock  has  served  efficiently 
in  positions  of  trust,  and  is  at  present  a member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Alfred  University,  at 
Alfreil,  X.  Y. ; a member  of  the  board  of  The 
American  Sabbath  Tract  Society;  a member  of  the 
Ladies’  Auxiliary  Board  of  iNluhlenberg  Hospital, 
at  Plainfield,  X.  j. ; a member  of  the  Ladies'  Auxili  - 
ary of  the  Plainfield  Y.  M.  C.  A. ; and  a member  of 
the  ladies'  board  of  managers  of  the  Children’s 
Home  of  Plainfield,  X.  J.  She  holds  membership 
in  Phebe  Greene  W'ard  Chapter,  U.  A.  R.,  of 
Y'esterly,  Rhode  Island. 

AMBROSE  G.  KEXYOX',  a prominent  and 
influential  business  man  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  for 
a number  of  years  identified  with  the  William 
Clark  Mill  of  the  American  Thread  Company  at 
Pawcatuck,  was  born  in  Providence,  July  4,  1850. 
He  died  in  the  Backus  Hospital,  Xorwich,  Conn., 
Oct.  12,  1907. 

Ambrose  Kenyon,  father  of  Ambrose  G.,  was 
horn  in  Richmond,  and  was  drowned  in  1856.  He 
was  a veterinary  surgeon  and  a trader  of  horses. 
His  wife  was  iMaria  Gardner,  great-granddaughter 
of  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Xewport,  of  Revolutionary 
fame  ; she  died  about  1853. 

Ambrose  Gardner  Kenyon  was  the  only  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  orphaned  at  the  age  of  six 
years.  He  worked  in  Providence  as  a boot  black 
and  newsboy  for  about  two  years,  and  was  then 
sent  to  Potter  Hill,  making  his  home  with  General 
William  Potter.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days  and 
early  school  days  at  Potter  Hill,  and  attended  the 
Academy.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
C.  Maxson  & Co.,  in  Westerly,  and  later  went  with 
W.  H.  Langworthy  & Co.  h'or  sixteen  years  he 
was  with  the  Rhode  Island  Granite  Works,  and 
then  became  connected  with  the  William  Clark 
Thread  Company,  that  firm  having  just  located  in 
Westerly,  now  the  William  Clark  Mill  of  the  Amer- 
ican Thread  Company.  He  had  charge  of  the  tene- 
ments, of  all  of  the  carpenter  work,  and  was  chief 
mechanic.  iMr.  Kenyon  was  coroner  of  Westerly 
for  one  year,  being  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which 
he  had  been  deputy  regent  and  regent. 

On  Jan.  i,  1873,  Mr.  Kenyon  was  married  in 
Westerly  to  Abbie  L.  Burdick,  daughter  of  Dennis 
Burdick,  and  they  had  two  children  : ( i ) Walter 

Stanton,  born  in  Westerly,  May  22,  1875.  connected 
with  the  American  Thread  Company,  at  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  married  Oct.  25,  1899,  L.  X'orman, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Xancy  A.  Xorman,  and 
has  one  son,  George  Xorman,  born  Jan.  7,  1901. 
(2)  Ahhie  Eloise,  born  March  7,  1878,  married 
George  O.  Carleton,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  Mr.  Ken- 
yon married  (second)  March  22,  1882,  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Campbell,  daughter  of  Calvin  Campbell.  His 


death  removed  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
town  and  his  place  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

THORXTOX  (Pawtucket  family).  The  name 
of  Thornton  has  been  a Xew  England  one  since 
almost  the  very  earliest  settlements  here.  Thomas 
Thornton,  husbandman,  of  Dorchester,  was  made 
a freeman  in  1634,  and  was  a proprietor  in  1636, 
removing  latef  to  Windsor,  Conn. ; Walter  Thorn- 
ton came  in  the  ship  “Susan  and  Ellen”  in  1635 ; 
Robert  Thornton  came  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth”  in 
1635,  settling  in  Dorchester;  John  Thornton  was 
of  Ipswich  before  1637;  ^ John  Thornton  was 

at  Xewport  and  Providence,  of  record  at  the  former 
point  as  early  as  1639,  vvhich  year  land  was 
granted  him.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve  members 
of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  who  were  in  full  com- 
munion in  1648,  and  was  made  a freeman  in  1655. 
He  removed  to  Providence  not  far  from  1679, 
was  deputy  from  the  latter  town  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing. He  was  interested  in  religious  work,  a 
warm  friend  of  Roger  Williams,  and  kept  up  an 
active  correspondence  with  Rev.  Samuel  Hubbard 
after  his  removal  from  Xewport. 

This  /-John  Thornton  of  Xewport  and  Provi- 
dence was  the  ancestor  of  the  Thorntons  of  ancient 
Providence,  from  a branch  of  which  through  Rich- 
ard Thornton,  a descendant  of  John,  came  the  pres- 
ent Pawtucket  family  of  the  name  here  considered. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Jesse  Smith  Thornton,  of  Mendon,  i\lass.,  and  Paw- 
tucket, a man  of  high  standing  in  this  region  as  a 
business  man  and  citizen,  and  the  senior  member 
of  the  well  and  favorably  known  business  house  of 
J.  S.  Thornton  & Co.,  dealers  in  coal  and  lumber. 
The  family  name  is  perpetuated  at  Pawtucket  and 
its  re])utation  sustained  in  the  succeeding  generation 
by  the  present  Col.  George  Mumford  Thornton, 
who  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  and  social  life  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket, 
especially  with  some  of  its  most  extensive  indus- 
tries, for  years  treasurer  of  the  Union  Wadding 
Company. 

Simon  Thornton,  son  of  Richard,  and  great- 
grandfather of  the  present  Col.  George  Mumford 
Thornton,  of  Pawtucket,  married  July  2,  1789,  Mary, 
born  April  2,  1770,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Amey 
(Cook)  Mowry,  and  a direct  descendant  of  Roger 
Mowry,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  1631,  Salem,  1636, 
and  ITovidence,  R.  I.,  about  1643  ; from  whom  her 
lineage  is  through  Xathaniel  and  Joanna  (Inman), 
Henry  and  Mary  (Bull),  of  Providence  and  Smith- 
field,  and  Uriah  Mowry  and  his  wife,  whose  name 
has  not  been  ascertained.  The  children  born  to 
Simon  and  Mary  (Mowry)  Thornton  were:  Mancy, 
Mary  Ann  and  Julia.  Mr.  Thornton’s  death  is 
recorded  in  Mendon,  i\Iass.,  as  having  occurred 
Jan.  2,  1840. 

Mancy  Thornton,  son  of  Simon  and  Mary 
(Mowry)  Thornton,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Men- 
don. Mass.,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  where  for  years  he  was  occupied  in  farming. 
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He  was  married  to  Alzada  Smith,  a direct  de- 
scendant of  John  Smith,  the  miller.  The  latter  was 
one  of  those  who  were  banished  from  Massachu- 
setts in  1635,  spring  or  summer  of  1636 

came  with  Roger  Williams  and  four  others  to  Prov- 
idence, and  here  made  the  first  settlement  by  whites 
in  this  territory.  Mr.  Thornton  may  have  married 
again,  as  the  intentions  of  marriage  of  Mancy 
Thornton,  of  iNIendon,  and  Sarah  Mitchell,  of  Hop- 
kinton,  were  announced  Nov.  13,  1825.  A “Mrs. 
Thopiton  died  (Mendon  record)  Sept,  i,  1818.“ 
'^ESSE  Smitei  Thornton,  son  of  Mancy  and  Al- 
zada (Smith)  Thornton,  was  born  in  1812  in  Men- 
don, Mass.  He  was  three  times  married.  By  his 
first  marriage,  to  Elizabeth  Merry,  he  became  the 
father  of  two  children  : Charles  Mowry,  deceased 
in  young  manhood,  who  married  Addie  Weeden, 
daughter  of  John  Weeden,  a prominent  attorney 
of  Pawtucket ; and  xA-lmira  W.,  the  wife  of  Col. 
Lyman  B.  Goff,  one  of  the  leading  manufacturers 
of  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Thornton’s  second  marriage 
was  to  Sarah  Burrows  Mumford,  who  was  born  m 
1827,  daughter  of  George  Mumford,  and  to  them 
came  one  child,  George  Mumford  Thornton.  Mrs. 
Sarah  B.  Thornton  died  in  1851,  in  Pawtucket. 
Mr.  Thornton  subsequently  married  (third)  Hester 
M.  Rossiter,  by  whom  he  had  one  child  who  died 
young. 

For  a number  of  years  in  his  early  life  Mr. 
Thornton  was  occupied  in  teaching  school  in  his 
native  town.  Later  he  became  a coal  and  lumber 
dealer  in  Pawtucket,  where  he  was  interested  in  and 
identified  with  the  growth  of  that  city.  A reader  of 
good  books  and  literature  himself,  he  became  ac- 
tive in  organizing  a public  library  in  the  city.  He 
was  identified  with  the  laying  out  of  the  Providence 
& Worcester  railroad  through  Pawtucket.  Hon- 
orable and  upright  in  his  dealings,  he  held  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  the  community.  His  death 
occurred  in  1856,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  dur- 
ing a temporary  sojourn  at  a water  resort  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  Alumford  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Sarah 
Burrows  (iMumford)  Thornton  belonged,  was  an 
early  and  continuous  one  in  this  section  of  New 
England,  especially  in  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts,  and  its  members  have  allied 
themselves  by  marriage  with  some  of  the  first  fam- 
ilies of  their  communities.  Thomas  Alumford,  the 
progenitor  of  the  Mumfords  of  the  section  named, 
appeared  as  an  early  settler  of  Portsmouth  and 
Kingstown,  R.  I.  (some  say  about  1650).  He  had 
land  granted  him  in  1657,  and  in  1658  with  others 
purchased  what  is  known  as  Pettaquamscutt,  from 
Indian  sachems.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Phillip  Sherman.  Their  two  sons,  Thomas 
and  Peleg,  were  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  the 
former  a deputy  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Thomas 
Mumford,  son  of  Thomas,  and  grandson  of  the 
Thomas  just  referred  to,  settled  in  Connecticut, 
marrying  Abigail  Chesebrough,  of  Groton,  that 


State,  and  one  of  their  #ix  sons  was  Benjamin,  the 
fifth  in  the  family.  He  married  Ann,  and  their 
son,  Benjamin,  married  Alary  Shrieve.  Their  son, 
James,  married  a Miss  Dean,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  George  Mumford,  of  Pawtucket,  the 
father  of  the  late  Mrs.  Thornton.  He  was  the  first 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Pawtucket  Institu- 
tion for  Savings,  organized  in  1836,  a position  he 
held  for  nineteen  years,  until  his  death  in  1855, 
when  he  was  succeeded  in  it  by  his  son,  George  A. 
Alumford,  the  latter’s  election  taking  place  Leb. 
24th  of  that  year ; and  he,  in  turn,  held  it  until  his 
own  death. 

^G  f:()rge  AIumford  Thornton,  son  of  Jesse  Smith 
and  Sarah  Burrows  (Mumford)  Thornton,  was 
born  Dec.  15,  1850,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  Pawtucket  for  a while, 
later  was  a pupil  in  the  Milton  Academy,  in  Alilton, 
Alass.,  which  is  still  continued,  and  at  Pittsfield, 
A'lass.,  attended  the  Springside  Scbccl,  which  has 
passed  out  of  existence.  After  leaving  Pittsfield 
he  entered  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  a student  for  two  years 
as  a member  of  the  class  of  1872.  There  he  com- 
pleted his  studies.  He  was  a member  of  the  Theta 
Xi  Fraternity. 

Air.  Thornton’s  business  life  began  in  1871  at 
Hannibal,  AIo.,  as  the  confidential  clerk  to  the  man- 
ager of  large  mining  interests.  In  this  capacity  he 
traveled  extensively  between  Boston,  New  York 
and  the  West.  He  remained  in  the  West  about  five 
years  in  the  interests  of  this  concern,  and  was  at 
different  times  located  at  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph, 
Council  Bluffs,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  Fort  Dodge, 
Des  Aloines,  and  Springfield,  111.  In  1876  he  came 
to  New  York  and  became  treasurer  of  the  George 
T.  Patterson  Stationery  Company,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  stationery.  While  a resident  of 
New  York  he  became  interested  in  military  affairs 
and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  7th  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y. 
When  this  regiment  moved  from  its  old  armory  to 
its  new  and  present  armory  he  was  one  of  the  de- 
tail to  escort  President  Hayes  on  that  occasion. 

In  1881  Air.  Thornton  returned  to  Pawtucket, 
and  became  interested  in  the  Union  Wadding  Com- 
pany. For  a while  he  was  assistant  treasurer  of 
the  company,  and  when  Air.  Lyman  B.  Goff  was 
elected  president,  to  succeed  the  late  Darius  Goff, 
Air.  Thornton  was  elected  treasurer,  which  position 
he  now  holds.  In  addition  to  his  responsible  du- 
ties as  financial  officer  of  this  large  manufacturing 
establishment  he  is  also  treasurer  of  the  American 
Yarn  Alanufacturing  Company  of  Pawtucket,  and 
for  a number  of  years  was  treasurer  of  Nichols 
Academy,  at  Dudley,  Alass.  Air.  Thornton  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Pawtucket  Institution  for  Savings, 
of  which  his  maternal, grandfather,  George  Alum- 
ford,  was  the  first  secretary,  and  was  serving  as 
such  when  he  died.  He  was  a director  in  the 
Pacific  National  and  in  the  First  National  Banks  of 
Pawtucket  until  these  banks  were  merged  into  the 
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Industrial  Trust  Company  of  Providence,  in  which 
institution  he  succeeded  the  late  Hezekiah  Conant, 
of  Pawtucket,  as  director,  also  succeeding  that 
gentleman  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Pawtucket  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company.  Mr.  Thornton  is  likewise  a director  and 
treasurer  of  the  American  Textile  Company,  of 
Pawtucket,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original 
incorporators,  and  has  held  the  office  of  treasurer 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  company.  He  is 
a director  of  the  Riverside  Mills,  of  Augusta,  Ga. ; 
the  Rhode  Island  Safe  Deposit  Company,  Provi- 
dence ; of  the  William  H.  Haskell  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  a director  of  the  Pawtucket  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Colonel  Thornton  belongs  to  a number  of  social 
and  scientific  organizations,  among  them  being  the 
Scjuantum  Club  and  Wannamoisett  Country  Club, 
both  of  Providence ; Hermitage  Country  Club,  of 
Worcester,  Mass. ; Algonquin  Club,  of  Boston, 
Mass. ; Home  Market  Club,  of  Boston  ; the  Biblio- 
phile Society  of  Boston  ; the  National  Geographic 
Society  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society;  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s 
Association  and  the  To  Kalon  Club  of  Pawtucket ; 
the  Republican  Club  of  New  York ; the  Union 
League  Club,  of  New  York ; the  National  Art 
Club,  of  New  York,  and  the  Providence  Art  Club, 
Providence. 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  Thornton  are  members  of  the 
Pawtucket  Congregational  Church.  When  a stu- 
dent at  College  Colonel  Thornton  united  with  the 
Second  Street  Presbyterian  Church  at  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  while  a resident  of  New  York  City  he  attended 
Dr.  John  Hall’s  Church,  Fifth  avenue  and  Fifty- 
fifth  street. 

i-  ]\Ir.  Thornton’s  political  affiliations  have  been 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  the  city  of  Central 
Falls,  serving  two  terms,  in  1895  and  1896,  rep- 
resenting the  Third  ward  of  that  city.  He  de- 
clined further  service.  He  was  a member  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  city  council  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  indebtedness  and  differences  existing 
between  the  city  of  Central  Falls  and  the  town  of 
Lincoln.  In  1895  and  1896  he  served  as  aide-de- 
camp  on  the  personal  staff  of  Gov.  Charles  Warren 
Lippitt,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

On  Feb.  4,  1885,  Colonel  Thornton  was  mar- 
ried to  Edith  A.  Conant,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I., 
and  two  children  were  born  to  the  union,  Edith, 
Nov.  5,  1886,  and  IMargery  Conant,  July  2,  1888. 

Mrs.  Edith  A.  (Conant)  Thornton  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Hezekiah  and  Harriet  K.  (Earned)  Conant 
(extended  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  work),  he  a manufacturer  and  inventor,  of 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and  the  founder  and  long  at 
the  head  of  the  Conant  Thread  Company.  Colonel 
Thornton  resides  in  Central  Falls,  R.  L,  which  at 
one  time  was  a part  of  the  old  town  of  Smithfield, 
where  his  ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  settlers. 


PECKHAM.  The  Peckham  family  of  Rhode 
Island  were  among  the  founders  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  together  with  the  families  with 
which  they  have  become  allied  by  marriage  have 
been  more  or  less  prominent  in  Rhode  Island  history 
for  more  than  two  and  a half  centuries. 

The  name  Peckman  in  England  is  applied  to 
a large  suburban  hamlet  of  London,  in  the  County 
of  Surrey,  four  miles  distant  from  the  metropolis. 
John  de  Peckman  attended  Richard  I.  into  Pales- 
tine in  1191,  and  from  that  period  on  for  hundreds 
of  years  the  name  was  a conspicuous  one  in  the 
annals  of  England. 

(I)  John  Peckham,  the  American  ancestor  of 
the  family,  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  island 
of  Aquidneck  (Rhode  Island)  iMarch  20,  1638.  He 
was  made  a freeman  of  Newport  iMarch  16,  1641. 
He  was  one  of  the  ten  male  members  in  full  com- 
munion of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  1648,  and 
on^  of  its  founders  in  1644.  He  was  a resident  of 
that  part  of  Newport  which  became  Middletown, 
where  he  was  made  a freeman  in  1655.  Mr.  Peck- 
ham was  first  married  to  IMary  Clarke,  who  is 
credited  with  being  a sister  of  Rev.  John  Clarke, 
of  Bedfordshire,  England,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  New- 
port, R.  I.,  who  was  intimately  associated  with 
Roger  William's.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Eirst 
Church  in  1644,  and  subsequently  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  and  was  imprisoned 
for  his  religious  opinions  and  Baptist  tenets  in 
1651.  He  was  a deputy,  1664-1671 ; and  deputy 
governor  from  1669  1°  1672.  Mary  ((Tlarke)  Peck- 
ham died  before  1648.  The  given  name  of  Mr. 
Peckham’s  second  wife  was  Eleanor.  He  was  the 
father  of  twelve  children,  namely : John,  William, 
Stephen,  Thomas,  James,  Clement,  Sarah,  Rebecca, 
Deborah,  Phoebe,  Elizabeth  and  Susannah.  John 
Peckham  died  after  1681.  He  resided  in  that  part 
of  Newport  which  afterward  became  Middletown. 
His  posterity  became  numerous  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  are  yet  here  in  numbers. 

In  this  article  it  is  intended  to  deal  especially 
with  some  of  the  posterity  of  the  late  Dr.  Fenner 
Harris  Peckham,  long  a.  leading  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  at  which  latter  point  are  to-day  prac- 
ticing medicine  and  surgery  a son  and  grandson, 
in  the  persons  of  Dr.  Fenner  Harris  Peckham  (2) 
and  Dr.  Charles  F.  Peckham,  leading  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Providence. 

(H)  Stephen  Peckham,  son  of  John,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.  He 
had  a grant  of  land  in  Narragansett  in  1679,  but 
probably  never  went  there  except  to  speculate.  He 
also  purchased  land  in  Dartmouth  in  1679,  and  was 
a substantial  farmer  in  that  part  of  Dartmouth 
now  included  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford.  He 
died  April  23,  1724.  His  estate  in  round  numbers 
amounted  to  £1,807.  His  wife’s  name  was  Mary, 
and  their  children  were : Stephen,  born  Feb.  23, 
1683;  Samuel,  Aug.  17,  1684;  Eleanor,  Jan.  12, 
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1686;  William,  Oct.  27,  1688;  Mary,  Aug.  17, 
1690;  Hannah,  Jan.  29,  1692;  John,  Jan.  15,  1697; 
Deborah,  June,  1699  (married  Jan.  19,  1727, 
Thomas  Nye)  ; Joseph,  Feb.  2,  1701 ; Jean,  Jan. 
23,  1703  (married  April  4,  1729,  Thomas  Delano)  ; 
and  Isaiah,  Sept.  14,  1705  (married  April  19,  1736, 
Ruth  Morton). 

(III)  Stephen  Peckham  (2),  born  Feb.  23, 
1683,  was  twice  married.  His  father  had  left  him 
in  his  will  the  northerly  part  of  the  homestead, 
which  had  been  divided  into  four  parts,  each  part 
going  to  a son.  The  children  of  Stephen  Peck- 
ham  (2)  and  his  wife  Content  were:  James,  born 
Oct.  4,  1716;  Stephen,  Sept.  14,  1718;  Seth,  Nov. 
29,  1723  (who  probably  died  when  young)  ; Con- 
tent, Feb.  16,  1729;  and  George,  Oct.  25,  1732. 
The  children  by  the  second  wife,  Keturah  Arthur, 
were:  Elizabeth,  born  July  5,  1741;  Eunice,  Dec. 
6,  1742;  and  Richard,  Dec.  16,  1744.  Mr.  Peck- 
ham  died  in  June,  1764.  His  estate  in  round  num- 
bers amounted  to  £512. 

(IV)  ‘Stephen  Peckham  (3),  born  Sept.  14, 
1718,  married  (first),  about  1739,  Sarah  Boss,  born 
July  5,  1724.  She  died  Dec.  12,  1768,  aged  forty- 
four  years,  after  which  he  married  (second)  Eliza- 
beth White,  born  Dec.  22,  1740.  Mr.  Peckham 
inherited  and  bought  from  his  father  portions 
of  the  old  homestead,  so  that  he  possessed 
one  half  of  the  entire  farm,  his  brother  Richard 
inheriting  the  other  part.  His  second  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, died  April  12,  1791,  in  the  fifty-first  year  of 
her  age.  His  children  by  the  first  marriage  were : 
Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  22,  1740;  Peleg,  Sept.  27, 
1744  (died  Aug.  12,  1771);  Mercy,  Feb.  23,  1746; 
Stephen,  April  6,  1748;  Seth,  Oct.  31,  1750;  Jona- 
than, Feb.  8,  1753  (who  married  Widow  Hannah 
Soute,  a daughter  of  Peleg  White)  ; James,  May 
II,  1756;  Sarah,  June  9,  1758;  Lydia,  Jan.  9,  1761  ; 
Amy,  Feb.  18,  1763;  Joseph,  Jan.  27,  1766.  Of 
these  Stephen  and  Seth  moved  to  the  town  of  Glo- 
cester,  in  Providence  county,  Rhode  Island. 

(V)  ' Seth  Peckham,  born  Oct.  31,  1750,  in 

Dartmouth,  married  Jan.  26,  1775,  Mercy  Smith, 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Sarah  (Hopkins) 
Smith,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Thomas  Hopkins, 
of  a family  quite  famous  in  the  history  of  Rhode 
Island.  Mr.  Peckham  lived  on  a farm  in  Glocester 
and  was  probably  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
During  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  on  one  of  the 
alarm  calls  (1777),  he  performed  thirty  days’  ser- 
vice at  Warwick  Neck,  R.  I.,  as  a member  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Kimball’s  company,  in  which  his  (Mr. 
Peckham’s)  brother-in-law  was  a lieutenant.  Mr. 
Peckham  died  in  1826.  His  children  were:  Ha- 
zael,  born  Nov.  16,  1777;  Thomas,  Jan.  10,  1780 
(married  Anna  Sweet)  ; Sarah,  June  20,  1782 

(who  married  Chad  Taylor)  ; Seth,  October,  1784 
(who  married  Deborah  Keach,  and  lived  in  Glo- 
cester) ; Mercy,  1787  (married  in  1807  Josiah  West- 
cott,  of  Scituate,  R.  L,  a son  of  Rev.  John 
Westcott)  ; and  John,  1793  (married  in  1820 
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Hannah,  daughter  of  Gideon  Smith,  of  Scituate). 

(VI)  Dr."  Hazael  Peckham,  son  of  Seth,  born 
Nov.  16,  1777,  was  a noted  physician  of  his  day 
in  Killingly,  Conn.  He  married  in  1797  Susannah 
Thornton,  born  Oct.  8,  1776,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Thornton,  of  Burrillville,  and  his  wife  Esther 
Wright,  of  Providence.  Their  children  were: 
Paris,  born  in  1798;  Smith,  1800,  who  died  in  1878; 
Amey,  1801,  who  married  William  Day;  Susan, 

1809,  who  married  Dr.  Justin  Hammond;  Hazael, 

1810,  who  died  in  1888;  Pamelia,  1816,  who  mar- 
ried Rhodes  Hopkins,  and  died  in  1886;  and  Fenner 
Harris,  Jan.  27,  1820. 

(VH)  Fenner  H.a.rris  Peckhx\m,  M.  D.  In 
the  year  1820  several  of  the  most  noted  physicians 
were  born.  Among  these  was  Dr.  Fenner  Harris 
Peckham.  On  Jan.  27th  of  that  year,  in  Killingly, 
Conn.,  he  came,  the  youngest  of  the  family  of 
Dr.  Hazael  and  Susannah  (Thornton)  Peckham. 
His  father,  who  was  an  able  man,  and  the  physician 
of  all  the  country  for  a radius  of  many  miles,  was 
injured  when  a youth,  while  indulging  in  outdoor 
sports,  so  that  his  lungs  were  never  strong.  In 
spite  of  that,  he  rode  hither  and  thither  over  the 
Connecticut  hills,  night  and  day,  charging,  as  the 
ancient  ledger  shows,  ten  cents  for  an  office  pre- 
scription, and  twenty-five  cents  for  a visit.  Yet 
notwithstanding,  when  he  died,  at  the  time  when 
his  youngest  son  was  fifteen  and  he  himself  but 
little  over  fifty,  he  left  what  in  those  days  was 
considered  a fortune.  Society  then,  more  than 
seventy  years  ago,  was  less  exacting  than  to-day, 
and  all  classes  lived  more  simply.  The  same  is 
true  of  acquiring  a medical  education.  How  dif- 
ferent were  the  requirements  of  Dr.  Hazael  Peck- 
ham for  obtaining  a degree  as  compared  with  those 
of  his  great-grandson,  who  represents  the  fourth 
generation  of  doctors  and  who  studied  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York, 
and  in  Germany,  with  all  the  magnificent  advan- 
tages of  lectures,  laboratories  and  clinics  afforded 
the  modern  student ! 

After  the  death  of  his  father  the  young  lad 
was  practically  master  of  himself  and  his  own 
industries.  The  pet  of  his  mother,  the  pride  of  the 
village  school,  the  leader  of  his  companions,  the 
first  with  the  fishing  rod,  the  surest  shot — the  world 
was  before  him.  What  would  he  chose  ? The 
fineness  of  his  nature  and  the  strength  of  his  char- 
acter are  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  midst  of 
all  village  temptations  to  lead  an  easy,  self-indul- 
gent life,  he  turned  resolutely  away  from  these 
lower  attractions  and  sought  an  education  and  a 
profession  for  himself.  He  attended  the  academy 
in  a neighboring  town,  and  afterward  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  Justin  Hammond,  his  brother-in-law, 
a physician  widely  known  in  Windham  county. 
Conn.  He  studied  with  him  and  afterward  with 
Professors  Knight  and  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  and 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale 
College  in  1842.  He  practiced  for  a short  time 
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in  his  native  place  and  then  settled  in  North  Kil- 
lingly,  now  Putnam  Heights,  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Peckham  soon  became  the  leading  man  of 
the  place.  His  services  were  sought  far  and  wide. 
His  counsels  were  listened  to  with  reference  to 
church  and  politics.  It  was  here  that  he  formed 
what  became  a lifelong  friendship  with  the  late 
Hon.  John  D.  Baldwin,  who  was  then  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  They  were  a mutual  re- 
freshment to  each  other,  a stimulus  which  ulti- 
mately resulted  in  sending  the  clergyman  as  repre- 
sentative to  a Connecticut  Legislature,  and  into 
journalistic  fields,  where  he  became  the  honored  and 
influential  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Worcester 
Daily  Sp\,  and  eventually  took  his  seat  in  Congress. 
The  physician  it  sent  in  1851  to  Providence  to 
seek  broader  opportunities  for  his  abilities,  where 
he  soon  became  widely  known  and  made  a place  for 
himself.  He  had  been  scarcely  a year  in  Providence 
when  he  was  overwhelmed  with  grief  by  the  death 
of  his  wife.  She  left  him  with  a family  of  six 
small  children,  to  whom  he  became  both  father 
and  mother.  It  is  given  to  but  few  children  to 
remember  their  father  with  so  much  affection  and 
gratitude.  His  confidence  and  pride  in  them  stimu- 
lated without  flattering  them,  and  the  reward  of 
his  approbation  was  all  they  desired  to  crown  any 
successful  achievement.  He  permitted  liberty  of 
thought  and  action ; he  encouraged  the  development 
of  their  reasoning  faculties ; he  cultivated  their 
taste  for  that  which  was  the  best  in  literature,  music 
and  art. 

Dr.  Peckham  showed  great  kindness  to  young 
physicians  when  they  first  came  as  newly-fledged 
doctors  and  as  strangers  to  the  city,  for  scarcely  a 
young  physician  arrived  in  town  to  commence  his 
career  who  did  not  bring  a letter  of  introduction 
to  Dr.  Peckham.  Plis  relations  with  the  other 
members  of  the  profession  were  of  a most  friendly 
nature.  His  skill  and  ability  met  with  ready  recog- 
nition, and  he  became  one  of  the  best  known  mem- 
bers of  his  profession  in  southern  New  England. 
He  was  twice  elected  president  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society.  It  was  during  his  presidency, 
and  largely  through  his  influence,  that  the  first 
woman  physician  was  admitted  to  the  privilege  of 
membership.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  the  ^Marine  Hospital  at  Provi- 
dence. He  was  a member  of  the  Medical  Board  of 
the  Economic  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  while 
residing  in  Connecticut  was  a member  of  the  State 
Medical  Society. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  Dr.  Peckham 
volunteered  his  services  in  the  defense  of  the  Union, 
and  was  commissioned,  Aug.  15,  1861,  surgeon  of 
the  3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery.  He  had  first 
been  assigned  to  duty  with  the  2d  R.  I.  V.,  at 
Washington,  and  afterward  had  charge  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  Camp  Sprague,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  joined 
the  3d  Regiment,  R.  I.  V.,  after  the  command  had 


reached  and  taken  possession  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C., 
but  the  enervating  character  of  the  climate,  and 
his  arduous  duties,  compelled  him  to  resign  his 
commission  in  February,  1862,  and  he  returned  to 
his  practice.  In  April,  1863,  he  was  appointed 
surgeon  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment  of  the  Sec- 
ond District  of  Rhode  Island,  and  at  the  request 
of  Gov.  J.  Y.  Smith  officially  visited  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, continuing  his  efficient  services  with  the  board 
until  the  termination  of  the  Rebellion. 

Dr.  Peckham  was  very  fond  of  literature,  espe- 
cially of  poetry.  He  contributed  articles  from  time 
to  time  to  newspapers,  and  in  addition  to  addresses 
and  reports  of  special  cases,  wrote  a monograph 
upon  “Hydrophobia,”  which  was  first  presented  to 
the  American  Medical  Association.  He  also  wrote 
“On  the  i'opographical  and  Geological  Condi- 
tion of  the  Second  District  of  Rhode  Island,”  which 
is  published  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Baxter,  containing 
statistics  of  the  volunteer  service. 

In  1875  Dr.  Peckham’s  health  commenced  to 
fail  and  he  began  gradually  to  relinquish  more  and 
more  of  his  work  to  his  son.  Dr.  E.  H.  Peckham, 
Jr.,  who  since  1866  had  been  in  partnership  with 
him.  For  two  winters  he  went  to  Florida  to 
escape  the  rigorous  climate  of  New  England.  In 
February,  1878,  the  insidious  Bright’s  Disease, 
which  had  been  undermining  his  health,  culminated 
with  terrible  fury.  His  life  was  spared,  contrary 
to  all  expectation,  but  his  medical  career  was  at 
an  end.  The  proud-spirited  man,  always  accus- 
tomed to  lead  and  command,  became  an  invalid  and 
dependent,  but  never  a word  of  complaint,  never 
a murmur,  escaped  his  lips.  Cheerful  and  uncom- 
plaining, he  remained  a comfort  to  his  family  for 
nine  years,  when  he  passed  away,  Feb.  17,  1887. 
He  is  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 

Dr.  Peckham  was  noted  for  his  upright  char- 
acter, and  was  a man  of  most  genial  and  hopeful 
nature ; he  had  a magnetism  which  attracted  his 
friends,  and  endeared  him  to  his  patients. 

In  1840  Dr.  Peckham  was  married  (first)  to 
Catherine  Davis,  youngest  daughter  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Torrey,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Torrey,  M.  D.  The  latter  was  born  in  1701,  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  died  there  in  1791. 
He  was  a very  prominent  man  in  the  South  county, 
where  he  administered  to  both  the  physical  and 
spiritual  wants  of  the  people  for  many  years.  Mrs. 
Catherine  D.  Peckham  was  the  mother  of  Dr. 
Peckham’s  six  children,  as  follows : 

(1)  Katherine  Fenner  Peckham,  born  in  Febru- 
ary, 1841,  graduated  from  IMount  Holyoke  Col- 
lege, and  from  the  Woman's  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Sbe  prac- 
ticed in  Boston,  but  now  makes  her  home  at  Put- 
nam Heights.  She  is  a member  of  Col.  Timothy 
Bigelow  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(2)  Rosa  Frances  Peckham,  born  Oct.  28, 
1842,  received  her  elementary  education  in  the 
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schools  of  Providence,  and  was  graduated  in  1862 
from  the  Providence  high  school.  Subsequently 
she  went  abroad,  and  at  Paris,  France,  passed  ten 
years  in  the  study  of  art  and  painting,  in  which 
line  she  became  quite  proficient.  Her  paintings 
have  been  exhibited  in  the  Salon  of  the  French 
capital  and  called  forth  favorable  comment.  More 
recently  she  has  worked  in  miniature  painting.  Her 
later  years,  however,  have  been  chiefly  given  to  the 
training  of  her  children.  On  Jan.  25,  1881,  she 
became  the  wife  of  George  Whitman  Danielson,  of 
Providence,  who  died  March  25,  1884.  They  had 
two  children;  Whitman,  born  Dec.  17,  1881, 

a graduate  of  both  Harvard  and  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology ; and  Rosamond,  born  Nov. 
6,  1884,  a graduate  of  Bryn  Mawr  College,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Airs.  Danielson  is  one  of  the  founders  and 
a charter  member  of  the  Providence  Art  Club,  and 
also  a member  of  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow  Chapter, 
D.  A.  R.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  She  resides  at 
Putnam  Heights,  Conn.,  with  a winter  residence  in 
Providence. 

(3)  Dr.  Fenner  Harris  Peckham,  Jr.,  only 
son  of  Dr.  Fenner  H.  Peckham,  was  born  in  East 
Killingly,  Windham  County,  Conn.,  Feb.  ii,  1844. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Providence,  and 
read  medicine  under  his  father.  After  fitting  him- 
self for  college  he  entered  the  medical  department 
of  Yale,  where  he  was  graduated  in  January,  1866. 
He  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  medi- 
cal profession,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter 
continued  alone  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
up  to  a few  years  ago,  when  he  practically  retired, 
relinquishing  his  practice  to  his  son,  Charles  F. 
Like  his  father  he  served  during  the  Rebellion,  en- 
tering the  service  as  hospital  steward  in  December, 
1861,  upon  leaving  the  high  school;  later  he  was 
lieutenant  in  the  12th  R.  I.  V. 

Dr.  Peckham  is  a broad-minded  practitioner, 
meeting  with  success  that  placed  him  among  the 
foremost  members  of  his  profession  in  the  State. 
The  sphere  of  his  usefulness  and  success  has  by 
no  means  been  confined  to  his  profession,  for  he  has 
always  been  animated  with  a high  appreciation  of 
the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  his  exceptional  judg- 
ment and  talents  have  led  to  his  being  called  to 
positions  of  public  trust  and  responsibility.  From 
January,  1903,  to,  1908,  he  was  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  for  some  time 
that  body's  chairman.  In  this  capacity  Dr.  Peck- 
ham’s  services  were  marked  by  the  same  business 
ability  that  has  characterized  the  management  of 
his  private  affairs.  Since  1905  he  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Public  Park  Association,  and  since  its 
organization  has  been  president  of  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission  of  Rhode  Island,  an  organization 
created  by  the  State  Legislature,  for  park  improve- 
ment and  development,  similar  to  the  Metropolitan 
Park  System  of  Boston  and  vicinity.  The  Doctor’s 
public  service  has  invariably  been  prompted  by 
public  spirit,  and  never  with  a view  to  personal 


gain.  His  private  interests  are  varied  and  exten- 
sive, the  management  of  them  having  no  little  to  do 
with  his  giving  up  his  profession.  He  is  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  business,  industrial  and 
banking  interests  of  the  city,  as  president  of  the 
Hope  Webbing  Company,  the  largest  plant  of  its 
kind  in  the  world ; vice-president  of  the  Provi- 
dence Telephone  Company;  director  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  Electric  Lighting  Company,  Mechanics  Na- 
tional Bank,  Free  Masons  Hall  Company,  and 
Wood  River  Branch  Railroad  Company;  and 
trustee  of  the  Alechanics’  Savings  Bank. 

Dr.  Fenner  H.  Peckham  is  a Republican  in 
political  faith.  His  religious  connections,  like  those 
of  his  family,  are  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
is  a member  of  the  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  affiliating  with 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  and  also  unites  with  the  Loyal 
Legion,  Massachusetts  Commandery;  Rodman 
Post,  G.  A.  R. ; the  Squantum  Club ; the  University 
Club;  the  West  Side  Club  (former  president)  ; the 
Central  Club ; and  the  Agawam  Hunt  Club.  He 
was  State  commissioner  of  birds  from  Providence 
county,  was  chairman  of  the  commission  from  its 
organization,  and  has  done  much  for  the  protection 
of  birds ; he  is  a member  of  the  Anawan  Club.  In 
professional  circles  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  is  United  States  pension 
examining  surgeon.  The  Doctor  inherits  his 
father’s  literary  tastes,  and  has  written  for  the  pub- 
lic press  on  matters  of  interest. 

On  Oct.  29,  1867,  in  Providence,  Dr.  Peckham 
married  Mary  H.  Olney,  daughter  of  Elam  and 
Helen  (Euller)  Olney,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren ; Charles  Fenner,  the  eldest,  graduated  from  Co- 
lumbia College,  New  York,  in  1890,  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best  known 
among  younger  physicians  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
having  succeeded  to  his  father’s  practice ; he  was  a 
surgeon  of  the  Rhode  Island  Naval  Reserves  in 
the  Spanish-American  war,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant. Alice,  the  second,  is  at  home ; she  received 
-her  education  in  Providence,  attending  private 
school,  and  has  traveled  extensively  both  in  America 
and  abroad ; Miss  Peckham  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Handicraft  Club  of  Providence,  and  is 
greatly  interested  in  wood-carving,  her  own  work 
in  that  line  showing  far  more  than  ordinary  skill. 
William  Torrey,  the  third,  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1897;  he  was  married,  Oct.  22,  1901, 
at  Thompson,  Conn.,  to  Alice  Hetherington  Dike, 
and  has  two  children,  both  born  in  Providence, 
Edith  Dike,  on  May  4,  1903,  and  Fenner  H.  (2) 
on  March  26,  1905. 

(4)  Ella  Lois  Torrey  Peckham,  another  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Fenner  Harris  Peckham,  was  born  Sept. 
12,  1846.  Like  her  sisters  she  is  a woman  of  broad 
culture  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Providence  and  in  Mount  Holyoke  College,  South 
Hadley,  Alass.,  where  she  was  graduated  in  1867. 
The  following  year  she  was  married  to  Charles 
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Clinton  Baldwin,  son  of  the  late  Hon.  John  D. 
and  Lemira  (Hathaway)  Baldwin,  who  with  his 
brother  John  was  associated  with  his  father  as 
proprietor  and  conductor  of  the  Worcester  (Mass.) 
Spy.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  four  in 
number : Katherine  Torrey  was  educated  in  Wor- 
cester, studied  art  in  Paris,  France,  and  has  ex- 
hibited her  work  in  the  Paris  Salon  ; she  married 
Lynde  Sullivan,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Boston, 
and  has  a son,  John  Langdon  Sullivan,  born  March 
12,  1903.  Edith  Ella  was  also  educated  in  art  in 
Paris;  her  works  has  been  exhibited  in  the  Champ 
de  i\lars  Salon  of  Paris,  and  at  the  Society  of 
American  Artists  in  New  York.  Grace  Peckham 
was  educated  at  Bryn  Mawr  College,  Pennsylvania, 
and  also  graduated  at  Dre.xel  Institute,  Library 
School,  Philadelphia.  Rosa  Danielson  died  in  1893, 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Mrs.  Baldwin  and  her  family  are  all  members 
of  All  Saints’  Episcopal  Church  and  she  is  active 
in  church  matters.  She  was  organizer  of  the  Wor- 
cester County  Mount  Holyoke  Alumni  Association, 
and  filled  the  office  of  president  for-  twelve  years ; 
was  the  founder  of  the  Eortnightly  Club  of  Wor- 
cester, and  is  a very  active  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Club  of  that  city,  having  been  its  president  from 
1896  to  1898;  is  also  a member  of  the  building 
committee  of  the  clubhouse,  and  a director  of  its 
corporation ; has  been  vice-president  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Eederation  of 
Women's  Clubs,  of  the  Worcester  Art  Society,  and 
Public  School  Art  League,  and  has  taken  deep 
interest  in  club  life ; she  has  also  shown  an  interest 
in  the  summer  schools  of  Clark  University ; is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  being  a charter 
member  of  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow  Chapter,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  and  with  all  her  varied  interests  is  a 
very  devoted  wife  and  mother. 

(5)  Dr.  Grace  Peckham,  another  daughter  of 
Dr.  Fenner  Harris  Peckham,  was  born  Oct.  16, 
1848.  She  attended  private  and  public  school  in 
Providence,  and  was  graduated  from  Mount  BTol- 
yoke  College,  South  Hadley,  i\Iass.,  in  1867.  In  1882 
she  graduated  from  the  Women’s  Medical  College 
of  the  New  York  Infirmary.  After  having  obtained 
her  degree  she  was  interne  and  resident  physician 
of  the  New  York  Infirmary  for  Women  and  Chil- 
dren for  three  years,  after  which  she  commenced 
her  private  practice  in  New  York  City,  in  which 
she  is  at  present  engaged.  For  many  years  she 
was  attending  physician  to  the  hospital,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  college  and  dispensary  work  for 
that  institution.  In  1902  she  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Professor  of  Women’s  Diseases  at  the 
New  York  Post-Graduate  School,  which  position 
she  now  holds.  For  three  years  she  was  sent  as 
delegate  to  the  New  York  Medical  Society  by  the 
New  York  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  she 
is  a member,  which  entitles  her  to  a life  member- 
ship in  the  State  Medical  Society.  She  also  be- 
longs to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine ; the 


New  York  Neurological  and  the  Women’s  Medical 
Associations  of  New  York,  of  which  latter  she  was 
president  for  four  years ; she  is  vice-president  of 
the  National  Social  Science  Association.  She  has 
been  on  the  editorial  stafif  of  the  “New  York  Medi- 
cal Record”  and  contributed  many  medical  articles 
to  the  current  medical  literature  of  the  day,  most 
of  which  have  been  widely  copied  and  some  of 
which  have  been  incorporated  into  medical  text- 
books of  this  country  and  Europe.  She  is  associate 
editor  of  the  “Woman’s  Medical  Journal.”  She 
has  a reputation  as  a writer  of  popular  articles  re- 
lating to  medical  and  hygienic  subjects  and  is  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  well-known  secular 
magazines ; and  is  a member  of  many  social  and 
literary  clubs,  among  which  are  the  National  Arts, 
the  Wednesday  Afternoon,  the  Barnard  Club,  N. 
E.  Societv,  and  the  Manhattan  Chapter  of  the 
D.  A.  R.  ' 

In  1893  she  was  married  to  the  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Murray,  of  New  York,  who  is  very  prominent 
in  the  legal  and  political  circles  of  New  York  City 
and  State. 

(6)  Mary  Davis  Peckham,  youngest  child  of 
her  parents,  was  born  Eeb.  10,  1853,  and  died  Nov. 
II,  1895. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  Eeb.  22, 
1853,  and  about  five  years  later  Dr.  Peckham  mar- 
ried Miss  Esther  Sabin,  whose  death  occurred  about 
one  year  afterward  in  Cuba,  where  he  had  taken  her 
in  the  hope  of  prolonging  her  life.  It  was  not  until 
his  children  were  grown  that  Dr.  Peckham  mar- 
ried again,  his  third  wife  being  Miss  Rhoda  A. 
Eairbanks,  who  survived  him  but  is  now  deceased. 

RIGHT  REV.  WILLIAM  NEILSON  ^Ic- 
VICKAR,  Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Rhode 
Island,  was  born  in  New  York  City  Oct.  19,  1843. 

John  McVickar,  great-grandfather  of  Bishop 
McVickar,  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  and 
located  in  New  York  City,  where  he  became  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  of  his  day.  He  was  a very 
philanthropic  man,  and  a common  question  among 
his  friends  was : “Who  has  IMcVickar  helped  to- 
day?” Erom  1801  to  1812  he  was  vestryman  of 
Trinity  Church.  His  wife  was  Anna  iMoore,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Moore,  of  Newtown,  L.  I.  Of  their 
children  James  IMcVickar  was  the  grandfather  of 
the  Bishop.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  anrl 
there  followed  mercantile  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  middle  life,  his  widow,  Eweretta 
Constable,  of  New  York,  surviving  him  some 
years. 

Dr.  John  A.  McVickar,  father  of  Bishop  Mc- 
Vickar, was  a prominent  homeopathic  physician  in 
New  York  City  for  about  fifty  years.  A remark- 
able feature  of  his  career  was  his  conversion  to 
homeopathy  after  practicing  in  the  allopathic 
school  for  two  or  three  years.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Homeopathic  and  County  Medical  So- 
cieties, president  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  So- 
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ciety,  and  officially  connected  with  various  hos- 
pitals and  asylums.  He  married  Charlotte  Neilson, 
daughter  of  William  Neilson,  president  of  the  first 
Board  of  Underwriters  in  New  York  City,  and  the 
following  children  were  born  to  them : Susan  N., 
who  married  P.  L.  Mills,  of  New  York,  and  after- 
ward of  Ruddington  Hall,  Nottinghamshire,  Eng- 
land; Eweretta  C. ; William  Neilson;  and  James, 
deceased. 

William  Neilson  McVickar  prepared  for  col- 
lege in  a private  school  in  New  York,  one  of  the 
first  in  the  new  order  of  education.  He  graduated 
from  Columbia  College  with  third  honors  in  1865, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  in  1868  received  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  He  was  tendered  a tutorship, 
but  declined  in  order  to  enter  the  Philadelphia 
Divinity  School  in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  after  one 
year  there  completed  his  course  at  the  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York.  He  became  a 
deacon  in  1867,  and  was  graduated  in  1868,  be- 
coming assistant  to  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  at 
St.  George’s  Church,  New  York.  He  was  priested 
and  appointed  in  July  of  the  same  year  to  the 
rectorship  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Har- 
lem. His  services  there  began  in  a hall  with  eight 
communicants,  and  he  left  this  parish  with  a large 
church  and  Sunday-school  building  at  125th  street 
and  Fifth  avenue.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  St. 
Paul’s  Church,  Boston,  but  declined,  and  in  1875 
accepted  the  rectorship  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  in  Philadelphia.  For  twenty-two  years  he 
filled  this  charge.  Besides  attending  to  his  parish 
work  he  took  a large  an-d  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  diocese  and  the  church  at  large.  He  has 
been  deputy  to  the  General  Convention  since  1883 ; 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  of  Pennsylvania ; a 
trustee  of  the  diocese ; a member  of  the  board  of 
overseers  of  the  Philadelphia  Divinity  School ; a 
member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Episcopal 
Hospital,  and  a member  of  the  board  of  managers 
of  the  General  Board  of  Missions.  The  degree  of 
D.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  in  1885  by  Kenyon 
College,  Ohio,  and  in  1898  by  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  received  the  degree  of  S.  T. 
D.  from  Columbia  in  1898,  and  LL.  D.  from 
Brown  in  1904. 

At  the  convention  of  the  diocese  of  Rhode 
Island  held  Oct.  19,  1897,  he  was  elected  bishop- 
coadjutor,  and  on  Jan.  27.  1898,  was  consecrated  in 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Philadelphia.  On 
the  death  of  Bishop  Clark,  Sept.  7,  1903,  he  be- 
came full  Bishop  of  Rhode  Island. 

SEABURY.  Various  members  in  the  past 
generations  of  the  Seabury  family,  the  records 
of  which  are  contained  in  this  review,  have  been 
most  prominent  and  noted  in  their  day,  as 
bishops,  clergymen,  educators  and  editors,  but 
none  of  these  have  lived  a nobler  life  or  have 
held  a warmer  place  in  the  hearts  of  their  fellow- 
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men  than  Deacon  T.  IMumford  Seabury,  of  New- 
port, of  whom  this  article  especially  treats.  Not 
only  was  he  the  oldest  active  business  man  of 
his  native  city  with  regard  to  age,  but  in  point 
of  service  as  well,  and  during  his  long  and  con- 
tinued career  as  a business  man  he  was  the  em- 
bodiment of  all  that  is  straightforward,  upright 
and  honorable,  and  as  a result  could  justly  feel 
an  especial  pride  in  the  fact  that  in  the  evening 
of  his  well-spent  life,  he  was  an  honor  to  the 
name  he  had  so  worthily  borne.  This  “grand 
old  man,”  for  as  such  Deacon  Seabury  was 
acknowledged  by  many  of  his- admirers,  entered 
into  rest  I\Iay  25,  1907,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
over  eighty-five  years.  He  retained  to  the  last 
all  his  faculties  to  the  most  remarkable  degree, 
due  to  his  model  life  and  regular  habits.  Faith- 
ful in  small  things  made  him  great  in  large 
things,  and  when  he  had  finished  this  life’s  bur- 
den and  was  called  to  the  “Great  Beyond”  his 
reward  must  surely  have  been  a bounteous  one. 
Deacon  Seabury  was  the  worthy  representative 
of  a time-honored  family,  a history  of  which, 
together  vcith  a record  of  the  life  achievements 
of  this  honored  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Newport,  follows : 

For  generations — since  the  early  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century — there  have  resided  in  New- 
port and  the  towns  of  Little  Compton  and  Tiv- 
erton a branch  of  the  old  Duxbury  (Mass.)  fam- 
ily of  Seaburys,  descendants  of  ( I)  John  S*eabur\', 
of  Boston,  who  died  prior  to  1662.  The  Chris- 
tian name  of  his  wife  was  Grace,  and  among 
their  children  were  sons  John  and  Samuel,'  the 
former  going  to  the  Barbadoes. 

(H)  Samuel  Seabury,  born  Dec.  10,  1640, 
married  (first)  Nov.  9,  1660,  at  Weymouth, 
Mass.,  Patience,  daughter  of  William  Kemp,  of 
Duxbury;  she  died  Oct.  29,  1676,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  April  4,  1677,  Martha  Pabodie. 
His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  16, 
i66r ; .Sarah,  Aug.  18,  1663 ; Samuel,  April  20, 
1666;  Hannah,  July  7,  1668;  John,  Nov.  7,  1670; 
Grace  and  Patience,  March  i,  1673;  Joseph,  June 
8,  1678;  Martha,  Sept.  23,  1679;  John  (2);  and 
another  whose  name  is  not  known  to  us.  Two 
of  these  children,  Samuel  and  John  (2),  removed 
to  New  London,  Conn.,  where  they  appear  a 
little  before  1700.  Samuel  made  purchases  in 
Lebanon.  Conn.,  in  1702,  but  his  name  is  not 
found  on  any  early  list  of  inhabitants  in  that  plan- 
tation. 

(HI)  John  Seabury  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
ried Dec.  9,  1697,  Elizabeth  Alden,  granddaugh- 
ter of  Rev.  John  Alden,  of  the  “Mayflower.”  As 
stated  he  removed  to  New  London,  Conn.,  set- 
tling first  in  Stonington,  where  the  birth  of  his 
son  David  is  recorded.  In  1704  he  exchanged 
his  farm  in  Stonington  for  one  in  Groton,  to 
which  he  immediately  removed,  and,  being 
shortly  afterward  chosen  a deacon  in  the  Con- 
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gregation^l  Church,  is  principally  known  in  the 
local  annals  as  Deacon  John  Seabury  of  Groton. 
His  children  as  registered  by  the  town  clerk 
were:  David,  born  Jan.  lo,  1699;  John,  born  in 
1700  (died  the  same  year)  ; Patience,  May  15, 
1702;  John,  May  22,  1704;  Samuel,  July  8,  1706; 
Alary,  Nov.  ii,  1708;  Sarah,  March  16,  1710-11; 
and  Nathaniel,  July  31,  1720.  The  mother  of 
these,  who,  it  is  inscribed  on  her  gravestone, 
lived  to  'see  the  fourth  generation  of  her  de- 
scendants, died  Jan.  4,  1771,  aged  ninety-four, 
and  is  interred  at  Stonington. 

(IV)  Samuel  Seabury  of  the  succeeding  gen- 
eration, born  in  1706,  as  above,  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  in  1724,  was  licensed  as  a 
preacher  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but 
later  was  ordained  as  a deacon  and  priest  in  the 
Church  of  England,  and  from  1732  to  1743  was 
rector  of  St.  James  Church  at  New  London. 
Through  him  descended  in  direct  line  several 
eminent  clergymen.  His  son  Samuel  was  the 
first  Protestant  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Con- 
necticut. Another  son,  Charles,  was  a clergy- 
man of  New  London,  and  the  latter’s  son,  Sam- 
uel, M.  S.,  D.  D.,  from  Columbia  College  in 
1823  and  1837,  respectively,  was  an  educator  of 
note,  editor,  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Annun- 
ciation in  New  York  and  Professor  of  Biblical 
Learning,  etc.,  in  the  General  Theological  Sem- 
inary in  New  York.  While  the  Bishop’s  son, 
William  Jones  Seabury,  educated  for  both  the 
law  and  ministry,  a graduate  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, was  for  a period  rector  of  the  Church  of 
the  Annunciation,  New  York,  Professor  of  Ec- 
clesiastical Polity  and  Law  in  the  General  The- 
ological Seminary,  New  York,  etc.  Eor  a com- 
plete bibliography  of  these  clergymen  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  “American  Church  Review” 
for  July,  1885. 

The  first  Samuel  Seaburv,  of  New  London, 
Conn.,  was  twice  married,  first  to  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Alumford,  and  second  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Adam  Powell,  of  New- 
port, Rhode  Island. 

They  were  married  perhaps  at  Little  Comp- 
ton, this  Commonwealth,  as  their  marriage  is 
of  record  there  as' occurring  Sept.  25,  1701,  Jo- 
seph Seabury  and  Phebe  Smith,  who  were  born 
and  died,  according  to  the  vital  statistics  of 
Rhode  Island,  by  Arnold,  respectively,  1677 
and  1755,  and  1679  ^7^S-  This  Joseph  Sea- 

bury it  is  assumed  was  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Alartha  (Pabodie)  and  grandson  of  the  first 
John  .Seaburv  of  Boston.  The  children  of  Jo- 
seph and  Phebe  Seabury  of  Little  Compton 
town  record,  as  given  in  Arnold’s  statistics, 
were:  Samuel,  born  June  5,  1702;  Alartha,  Eeb. 
7,  1704:  Joseph,  Dec.  2,  1705;  Benjamin,  Jan. 
2.  1708:  Sion,  Alarch  27,  1713;  and  . Alary,  April 

17,  1715- 

From  this  source  came  the  southern  Rhode 


Island  Seaburys,  numerous  in  years  past  in  the 
towns  of  Little  Compton  and  Tiverton,  .^nd 
at  Newport,  too,  there  have  lived  several  gener- 
ations of  this  Alassachusetts-Connecticut-Rhode 
Island  familv  in  the  line  of  Thomas  Alumford 
Seabury,  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Deacon 
Thomas  Alumford  Seabury,  merchant  and 
banker  there,  who  through  a long  lifetime  was 
a useful  and  influential  citizen  of  his  community. 

Thomas  Alumford  Seabury,  the  grandfather 
of  Deacon  Thomas  AI.,  was  in  early- life  a sailor, 
and  later  coming  to  Newport  here  learned  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  finally  took  to  the  sea 
again,  and  died  suddenly  June  19,  1795,  on  the 
Island  of  Hayti,  of  the  West  Indies.  He  had 
married  Elizabeth  Durfee,  who  was  born  April 
21,  1769,  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 

James  and  Ruth  (Slocum)  Durfee,  he  a de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Durfee,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  1664, 
being  constable  in  1687  and  1688,  from  whom 
his  descent  is  through  Thomas  (2)  and  Thomas 
(3).  Airs.  Seabury  died  in  Newport,  R,  I.,  Oct. 
15.  1847.  One  child,  a son,  Thomas  Alumford, 
born  April  12,  1793,  blessed  the  union. 

Thomas  Alumford  Seabury  (2),  son  of 
Thomas  AI.,  was  born  April  12,  1793,  in  New- 
port, R.  I.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years,  later  em- 
barking in  the  livery  business,  in  which  he  con-' 
tinned  successfully  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Newport,  Oct.  6,  1843.  ' Mr.  Seabury 
was  a man  of  genial,  kindly  nature,  and  had  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
He  was  charitable  and  benevolent,  ever  ready 
to  lend  a helping  hand  to  the  needy  or  unfortu- 
nate. He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  was  an 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Whig  party, 
but  he  never  took  an  active  part  in  its  work  or 
in  public  affairs. 

On  Aug.  14,  1814,  Air.  Seabury  married  Eliz- 
abeth Webster  Alarsh,  who  was  born  Alay  6, 
1794,  in  Newport,  where  she  died  Alarch  27, 
1876.  To  this  estimable  couple  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (i)  James,  followed  the  trade 
of  tailor  in  early  life,  later  becoming  a cutter 
in  his  brother’s  shoe  factory.  He  died  in  New- 
port. He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Abby 
Alumford  and  later  to  Jeannette  (Durfee)  Sum- 
ner. (2)  Ann  married  John  H.  Cozzens,  a mer- 
chant of  Newport,  where  they  both  died.  (3) 
Thomas  Alumfcird  is  mentioned  below.  (4) 
John  Edward  was  for  a number  of  years  en- 
gaged in  the  clothing  business  in  Newport, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Ail  man,  of  Newport,  where  she  died,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  three  children,  Thomas 
Alumford,  Hannah  A.  and  Annie  C.,  the  last 
named  being  the  wife  of  William  B.  Vernon, 
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of  Newport.  (5)  W'illiam  Gammell  was  a clerk 
in  his  brother’s  shoe  store  in  Newport,  in  which 
city  he  died.  He  married  Alary  Hammond.  (6) 
Benjamin  died  at  sea  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  unmarried. 

Deacon  Thomas  AIumford  Seabury,  son  of 
Thomas  AIumford  and  Elizabeth  AV.  (Alarsh) 
Seabury,  was  born  Oct.  4,  1821,  in  Newport,  R. 
I.  He  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  fifteen  years  was  made  the  first  clerk  of 
the  Traders’  Bank,  which  later  became  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Newport.  After  a clerkship 
of  four  years  he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business,  in  which  he  continued  from  that  time 
until  his  death,  covering  a period  of  over  sixty- 
five  years.  For  a number  of  years,  in  addition 
to  carrying  a fine  and  complete  stock  of  boots 
and  shoes.  Air.  Seabury  also  employed  a force 
of  skilled  shoemakers  on  fine  custom  work,  and 
had  an  extensive  patronage  in  that  line.  How- 
ever, the  large  shoe  factories  with  their  im- 
proved machinerv  in  later  years  materially  les- 
sened this  trade.  In  the  year  1893  the  business 
was  incorporated  as  The  T.  AIumford  Seabury 
Company,  and  Air.  Seabury  was  made  president 
of  the  concern.  Although  over  four  score  and 
a half  years  of  age  he  was  active  and  to  the 
last  spent  a portion  of  each  day  at  his  place  of 
business. 

In  Fis  political  views  Air.  Seabury  was  a 
Republican,  and  for  many  years  was  active  and 
influential  in  his  party,  and  as  well  in  public 
affairs.  From  1865  to  1872  he  was  a member  of 
the  Newport  school  board.  He  served  as  a di- 
rector of  the  Newport  Water  W’orks  from  the 
organization  of  the  same  in  1876  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  also  served  for  eight  years  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city. 
BTom  1877  to  1885  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Senate  from  the  Newport  District.  During  the 
Civil  war,  in  1864.  he  was  made  vice-president 
of  the  old  Traders’  Bank,  in  which  he  had  begun 
his  service  as  a clerk,  and  out  of  which  came  the 
First  National  Bank,  the  president  of  which  he 
became  in  1865.  He  sustained  such  relation  to 
it  for  a period  of  over  forty  years.  Air.  Seabury 
also  served  for  a number  of  years  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Coddington  Savings  Bank,  and  dur- 
ing his  long  service  as  director  and  official  of 
these  financial  institutions  always  took  an  active 
part  in  the  management  of  the  same,  his  ma- 
ture judgment  and  business  ability  making  him 
a recognized  authoritv  on  financial  matters. 
In  1905  the  stock  of  these  two  banks  was  pur- 
chased and  merged  with  the  Newport  Trust 
Company  and  the  Industrial  Trust  Company, 
the  business  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  the 
Coddington  Savings  Bank  being  liquidated.  He 
also  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Newport 
Business  Alen’s  Association  for  several  years. 


From  early  manhood  Air.  Seabur}"  was  an 
ever  consistent  and  zealous  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  on  Dec.  25,  1833,  was  elected 
deacon  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church,  of  New- 
port, and  with  faithfulness  and  a devout  Chris- 
tian-like  spirit  continuously  discharged  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  till  his  death,  a period  of  nearly 
fifty-five  years. 

On  Alay  13,  1843,  Seabury  was  married 
to  Caroline  A.  Lovie,  and  the  union  was  blessed 
with  children  as  follows:  (i)  Thomas  AI.,  born 
Feb.  12,  1844,  (lied  Alarch  25,  1844.  (2)  Thomas 
AI.  (2d),  born  Jan.  ii,  1846,  died  Alarch  5.  1846. 
(3)  John  Cozzens,  born  Alay  21,  1848,  at- 

tended the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  after 
which  he  was  graduated  from  Prof.  Henry  H. 
Fay’s  private  school  at  Newport.  Upon  leaving 
school,  in  1865,  he  at  once  entered  his  father’s 
shoe  store  as  a clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  faith- 
fully continued  until  Alay,  1893,  when  the  busi- 
ness was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Rhode 
Island  as  The  T.  AIumford  Seabury  Company, 
and  Air.  Seabury  was  elected  vice-president,  in 
which  position  he  has  since  continued  as  well 
as  being  manaeer  of  the  business,  after  his  hon- 
ored father  gradually  shifted  the  burden  of  the 
responsibilities  to  his  shoulders.  Air.  Seabury 
is  of  a domestic  and  retiring  nature,  and  has 
never  cared  for  public  office  of  any  kind,  al- 
though he  was  persuaded  by  the  late  Cov.  Al- 
fred H.  Littlefield  to  accept  the  position  of  aide- 
de-camp  on  his  personal  staff  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  which  position  he  held  for  three  years, 
during  the  Governor’s  administration  of  that 
office.  In  1905  Col.  Seabury  was  elected  a di- 
rector of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  Newport, 
to  fill  the  place  on  that  board  caused  by  the 
death  of  the  late  John  H.  Crosby,  in  which  di- 
rectorate he  has  since  continued.  Col.  Seabury 
is  also  a member  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  his  father  was  so  long  the  senior  Dea- 
con, and  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  an  active 
interest.  Col.  Seabury  has  been  thrice  married, 
his  first  wife  l^eing  Henrietta  Clarke,  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  Oleavia  Wilcox,  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children : Carrie,  who  died 
in  infancy;  William  G.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
LeRoy,  who.  resides  in  Lynn,  Alass.,  where  he 
is  connected  with  the  Alurray  Shoe  Company; 
and  Harrison,  wdio  is  connected  with  The  T. 
AIumford  Seabury  Company.  Col.  .Seabury’s 
third  marriage  was  to  Aliss  Isabelle  Alary 
Speers,  of  Newport.  Although  of  a retiring  na- 
ture Col.  Seabury  is  well  and  favorably  known 
with  a large  circle  of  friends.  (4)  Caroline  A., 
born  Feb.  22,  1830,  died  Oct.  7,  1871,  unmarried. 
(3)  Benjamin  Hammett,  born  April  8,  1832.  is 
an  architect  by  profession,  and  is  located  in 
Springfield,  Alass.,  in  which  city  he  has  met 
with  well  merited  success.  He  married  Anna 
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Kelley,  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  two  sons,  Harry  Mumford,  who  is  a stu- 
dent of  architecture  at  Columbia  College  in  the 
class  of  1907;  and  Raymond  M.,  who  is  a stu- 
dent in  the  Springfield  High  School.  (6) 
Thomas  Mumford,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  27,  1858,  after 
leaving  school  also  entered  his  father’s  employ 
as  a clerk  in  the  shoe  store,  and  upon  the  incor- 
poration of  The  T.  Mumford  Seabury  Company 
he  became  secretary  of  the  same,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  has  since  continued.  He  married  An- 
nie Redford,  of  Newport.  The  mother  of  these 
children  passed  away  on  March  2,  1878,  and 
Deacon  Seabury  married  (second)  March  30, 
1879,  ^fary  Seabury  (Tilley)  Pullen,  of  New- 
port, and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children : 
(7)  George  Tilley,  born  April  12,  1880,  is  a civil 
engineer  by  profession,  and  is  located  in  New 
York  City.  He  married  Margaret  Knight,  of 
Providence.  (8)  Bessie  Webster,  born  July  10, 
1882,  died  Aug.  26,  1882.  Deacon  Seabury’s  sec- 
ond wife  departed  this  life  Feb.  23,  1896,  in 
Newport. 

Deacon  Seabury  was  essentially  a self-made 
man,  having  risen  to  the  substantial  position 
he  occupied  by  faithful  and  unswerving  service 
in  minor  positions,  and  he  was  a citizen  of  whom 
Newport  was  justly  proud,  his  straightforward 
business  career  furnishing  as  good  an  example 
as  can  be  found.  No  man  could  hand  down  to 
his  posterity  a cleaner,  better  record,  his  every 
endeavor  having  been  for  the  betterment  of  his 
fellowman.  His  charities  were  numerous,  given 
with  a modest  hand,  and  those  that  were  known 
were  told  of  by  the  recipients.  He  was  always 
an  active  worker  in  God’s  vineyard,  and  his 
entire  life  was  a model  Christian  existence,  full 
of  sacrifices  and  charitable  services  in  behalf  of 
his  less  fortunate  fellow-beings. 

Deacon  Seabury  made  seven  voyages  to 
Europe  and  the  Eastern  Hemisphere  after  he 
was  sixty  years  of  age,  and  during  one  of  his 
voyages  spent  several  months  in  and  about  the 
Holy  Land,  visiting  and  studying  the  various 
points  and  places  of  interest  so  familiar  to  Bible 
students. 

SAMUEL  MOW  RY  NICHOLSON,  president 
of  the  Nicholson  File  Company  and  of  the  Ameri- 
can Screw  Company,  is  one  of  the  well-known  men 
in  the  industrial,  financial  and  social  life  of  Provi- 
dence. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  Mr.  Nicholson  were 
among  the  early  settlers  on  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  on  his  mother’s  side  he  traces  back  to  Roger 
Mowry  and  Thomas  Gardiner  of  England,  and  to 
Gabriel  Bernon,  the  noted  Huguenot.  W^illiam 
Thomas  Nicholson,  the  father  of  Samuel  M.,  was  a 
native  of  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  while  his  father,  Whl- 
liam,  was  a native  of  Marblehead,  Mass.,  and  the 
early  annals  of  this  town  show  that  some  of  her 


prominent  citizens  bore  the  name  of  Nicholson. 
Marblehead  became  a town  in  1649,  having  for- 
merly been  a part  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  in  the 
first  proceedings  Edmund  Nicholson  is  found  tak- 
ing a part,  and  later  Col.  Francis  Nicholson  was 
active  and  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
town.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution  Captain 
Nicholson  of  Marblehead  rendered  valuable  service 
on  the  sea. 

Whlliam  Nicholson,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Samuel  M.  Nicholson,  located  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  L,  at  an  early  age,  and  there  learned  the  trade 
of  a machinist,  which  he  followed  as  an  occupation 
throughout  his  lifetime,  many  years  of  which  were 
passed  at  Whitinsville,  Mass.,  where  his  death 
occurred  April  5,  i860,  when  he  was  fifty-two 
years  of  age.  He  married  Eliza  Eorrestell. 

William  Thomas  Nicholson,  son  of  William  and 
Eliza  (Eorrestell)  Nicholson,  was  born  March  22, 
1834.  He  passed  his  boyhood  and  school  days  at 
Whitinsville,  Mass.,  obtaining  his  education  at  the 
schools  of  the  town  and  Uxbridge  Academy,  lo- 
cated in  the  neighboring  town  of  that  name,  which 
he  attended  for  a short  period.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  entered  the  machine  shop  of  Paul 
Whitin  & Sons,  remaining  three  years  and  lear^iing 
the  machinist’s  trade.  Soon  after  this  he  went  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  as  furnishing  a better  field  for 
a wider  and  more  varied  experience,  and  in  1852 
he  became  employed  in  the  machine  shop  of  Josepli 
R.  Brown,  with  whom,  and  the  succeeding  firm 
of  Brown  & Sharpe,  he  remained  for  six  years, 
having  the  entire  management  of  their  shops  for 
the  last  two  years  of  his  service.  When  we  con- 
sider the  character  of  the  products  which  this  house 
manufactured,  representing  then,  as  now,  the  finest 
results  of  mechanical  labor  and  skill,  we  wonder 
that  one  so  young  should  have  developed  the  me- 
chanical ability  and  administrative  capacity  which 
the  position  called  for.  . However,  there  is  some 
clue  to  this  early  success  in  the  story  of  the  diligent 
use  he  made  of  his  evenings  in  the  study  of  me- 
chanics and  mechanical  drawing,  thus  acquiring 
such  proficiency  that  he  was  competent  to  make 
all  the  drawings  used  in  the  works  where  he  was 
employed. 

In  1858  Mr.  Nicholson  entered  into  partnership 
with  Isaac  Brownell  in  the  machine  business,  and 
in  1859  he  was  in  business  alone,  i860  finds  him  in 
larger  quarters,  and  with  the  productive  capacity 
of  his  plant  materially  increased.  The  next  year 
witnessed  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  and  though 
the  first  effects  of  this  served  to  paralyze  the  me- 
chanical industries  of  the  country  for  a time,  the 
varied  needs  of  the  Government  soon  gave  an  un- 
usual impetus  to  business,  and  especially  to  those 
branches  connected  directly  and  indirectly  with  the 
equipment  of  the  soldier.  Mr.  Nicholson,  from 
this  cause,  was  soon  actively  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  machinery  needed  to  produce  the  small 
arms  required  by  the  government,  and  in  addition 
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to  the  work  of  his  machine  shop  he  entered  into 
a partnership  with  Henry  A.  Alonroe,  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  small  parts  of  rifles,  having  de- 
vised special  machinery  for  this  purpose.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  he  sold  this  branch  of  his  business 
to  his  partner,  Mr.  Monroe. 

For  some  time  prior  to  this  he  had  devoted 
considerable  thought  and  attention  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a machine  for  cutting  files  and  he  now 
took  up  the  matter  in  earnest.  This  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  such  a degree  of  success  in  the  develop- 
ment of  his  machine  that  in  this  same  year  of  1864 
the  Nicholson  File  Company  was  chartered  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  to  manufacture  files,  under 
the  patents  granted  to  Mr.  Nicholson  for  his  File 
Cutting  Machine.  This  measure  of  success  was 
certainly  encouraging,  but  it  proved  to  be  only  the 
beginning  of  years  of  anxious  labor,  physical  and 
mental,  perplexities  that  seemed  nearly  insurmount- 
able, alternating  periods  of  hope  and  almost  de- 
spair, that  would  have  caused  a less  persistent  man 
to  give  up  the  struggle. 

The  record  of  all  previous  attempts  in  this  line 
showed  nothing  but  failures — blasted  hopes  and 
ruined  fortunes — but  with  supreme  courage  Mr. 
Nicholson  essayed  the  task,  and  finally  won  the 
goal.  The  making  of  a file  cutting  machine  that 
would  do  the  work,  and  do  it  well,  had  been  ac- 
complished. To  set  in  successful  operation  a fac- 
tory for  the  manufacture  of  files  was  the  task  that 
now  taxed  the  energies  and  talents  of  the  inventor 
of  the  machine.  Accustomed  as  Mr.  Nicholson  had 
been  to  the  finer  and  nicer  work  of  the  machine 
shop,  it  was  but  natural  that  the  effect  of  this  train- 
ing should  make  itself  felt  in  his  new  venture.  And 
so  we  find  that  attention  was  early  given  to  shape 
and  contour,  that  the  file  should  not  be  a clumsy, 
ill-shapen  tool,  but  that,  in  tang  and  shoulder  and 
point,  it  should  show  that  its  outline  had  received 
due  attention.  In  considering  the  difficulties  which 
confronted  him,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
problem  was  not  one  of  providing  for  the  small 
daily  product  of  a hand-cutting  factory,  but,  in  the 
various  operations  through  which  the  file  has  to 
pass  to  completion,  provision  must  be  made  for 
what  was  then  a large  daily  production,  and  each 
department  equipped  to  furnish  its  successor  with 
the  needed  quota  for  its  daily  work.  This  neces- 
sarily meant  the  use  of  machinery  not  alone  in  the 
cuttinj^  of  the  file,  but  in  the  other  processes  of 
manufacture,  and  much  of  this  machinery  had  to  be 
invented,  if  the  cutting  machine  was  put  into  use. 

But  if  the  making  of  machine-cut  files  presented 
difficulties,  the  marketing  of  them  was  such  a task 
as  to  make  one  almost  wish  that  a file  had  never 
been  known.  The  great  source  of  supply  for  this 
country  had  been  the  hand-made  files  of  England. 
Trade  unionism  in  that  country  was  potent,  and  the 
use  of  machinery  in  all  lines  of  manufacture  was 
nearly  impossible.  This  meant  that  the  entire  in- 
fluence of  the  English  maker  and  exporter  of  files. 


and  the  American  merchant  who  handled  them, 
was  exerted  in  favor  of  the  hand-made  file,  and  a 
struggle  ensued  which  was  to  result  in  the  down- 
fall, so  far  as  American  trade  was  concerned,  of 
one  or  the  other  of  the  two  systems  of  manufacture. 
Luckily  for  Mr.  Nicholson,  he  came  out  conqueror. 
But  had  he  failed  it  could  only  have  been  for  a 
time,  for,  from  the  wonderful  growth  of  machine 
processes,  the  demand  for  files  could  only  have  been 
met  by  the  use  of  machinery.  To  add  to  the  other 
adverse  influences  which  he  encountered  was  the 
fact  that  the  American  mechanic  had  formed  an 
ill  opinion  of  machine-cut  files,  from  those  which 
had  previously  been  made  in  this  country.  Had 
every  one  of  them  been  well  cut,  and  of  good  tem- 
per, the  burden  of  their  complaint  would  not  have 
been  done  away  with,  for  it  arose  from  the  very 
difficulty  which  Mr.  Nicholson’s  machine  was  de- 
signed to  overcome,  and  that  was  the  equal  spacing 
of  the  teeth,  resulting  in  a uniform  height  which 
enabled  all  of  them  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
work,  and  increased  the  labor  in  using  the  file. 
This  mechanics  had  not  been  used  to,  for  the  hand- 
made file  had  teeth  of  varying  heights  owing  to  the 
natural  varying  force  of  the  blow  in  making  the 
teeth,  and  when  put  in  use  the  impact  with  the 
work  brought  only  the  higher  teeth  into  action,  so 
that  the  power  needed  to  be  at  once  exerted  by  the 
operator  was,  of  course,  less,  and  its  increase 
gradual.  This  and  other  complaints  were  con- 
stantly made,  and  had  to  be  met  by  Mr.  Nicholson 
in  endeavoring  to  place  his  goods  on  the  market. 
His  success-  in  thus  placing  them,  and  his  man- 
agement in  the  years  following,  showed  him  to  be 
as  well  equipped  as  a business  man  as  he  had  al- 
ready proved  himself  to  be  in  the  field  of  invention. 
To  be  a success  at  both  is  a rare  combination. 

At  this  date,  when  the  factory  which  he  founded 
is  turning  out  over  four  thousand  dozen  files  per 
day,  and  has  become  the  greatest  plant  of  its  kind 
in  the  world,  it  seem's  hardly  possible  to  realize 
that,  at  the  inception  of  the  industry,  a modest  three 
hundred  dozen  was  the  goal  first  aimed  at.  Many 
a rich  man  is  quoted  as  saving  that  to  get  the  first 
thousand  dollars  was  the  hardest  task  on  his  road 
to  wealth,  and  so  it  was  to  Mr.  Nicholson  the  hard- 
est of  his  work  to  make  and  market  that  product 
of  three  hundred  dozen,  which  to-day  seems  so 
small.  But  success  came  at  last.  This,  however, 
though  making  his  labors  more  pleasant,  still  found 
him  working  and  planning  for  the  good  of  the 
company,  and  it  may  truly  be  said  of  him  that  he 
spared  not  himself,  at  any  time,  for  the  very  last 
week  of  his  life  found  him  giving  close  application 
to  the  duties  of  his  position.  He  left  the  office  at  the 
close  of  that  week,  on  Oct.  14,  1893,  with  good 
promise  of  years  of  future  usefulness,  and  on  Tues- 
day following,  Oct.  17th,  death  closed  his  career, 
at  his  home  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

In  1857  IMr.  Nicholson  married  Elizabeth  Dex- 
ter Gardiner,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Alice 
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(Mowry)  Gardiner.  They  had  five  children: 
Three  sons — Stephen,  who  was  superintendent  of 
the  file  works  for  some  years,  and  who  died  on 
June  29,  1898;  Samuel  Alowry,  who  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  presidency  and  management  of  the 
company,  positions  which  he  holds  at  this  time ; 
Col.  William  Thomas,  who  died  on  Feb.  ii,  1890, 
after  a short  and  successful  career  as  a banker : 
and  two  daughters — Eva,  the  wife  of  Stanley  Hen- 
shaw ; and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Merwin  White. 
Mrs.  Nicholson  died  July  22,  1899. 

Mr.  Nicholson  served  the  city  of  Providence,  as 
an  alderman  from  his  ward ; was  a trustee  of  the 
Providence  Public  Library  from  its  organization, 
and  was  for  several  years  its  treasurer ; was  a 
director  in  the  Rhode  Island  National  Bank  and 
the  Narragansett  Electric  Light  Company ; a mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade;  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society. 

Samuel  Mowry  Nicholson  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  on  Feb.  25,  1861,  son  of  William 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Dexter  (Gardiner)  Nichol- 
son. He  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of 
his  birth,  and  afterward  the  private  classical  school 
of  Mowry  and  Gofif.  In  1879  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Nicholson  Eile  Company,  of  which  his 
father  was  president  and  general  manager,  and 
spent  nearly  two  years  in  studying  the  mechanical 
part  of  the  business,  and  obtaining  a practical 
knowledge  of  files  and  their  manufacture.  This 
was  followed  by  a period  of  service  in  the  office, 
to  become  familiar  with  the  bookkeeping  and  ac- 
counts, and  the  general  range  of  office  duties.  In 
the  meantime,  or  in  1881,  he  became  secretary  of 
the  company,  was  elected  a director  in  1890,  made 
vice-president  in  1891,  and  on  his  father’s  death,  in 
1893,  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  company,  positions  which  he 
still  holds. 

Eor  a number  of  years'  prior  to  his  father’s 
death,  he  traveled  in  the  interests  of  the  company, 
covering  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  the 
British  provinces,  and  important  commercial  cen- 
ters on  the  continent  of  Europe,  largely  increasing 
the  business  of  the  company,  establishing  a wide 
acquaintance  with  the  hardware  trade,  and  winning 
the  "ood  will  of  his  customers  in  a marked  de- 
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gree. 

In  assuming  the  management  of  the  Nicholson 
Eile  Gompany,  he  took  charge  of  what  had  been 
for  years  a most  successful  business  enterprise, 
but  one  which  in  its  early  history  had  taxed  the 
ability,  energy  and  persistence  of  his  father,  to  a 
degree  which  would  have  meant  failure  to  one  of 
less  indomitable  will.  The  son  took  charge  of  its 
fortunes  at  a time  when  competition  portended 
early  and  serious  inroads  into  its  earning  capacity, 
and  when  the  growth  of  the  industry,  like  that  of 
many  others,  was  outstripping  the  ability  of  the 
home  trade  to  absorb  its  production.  These  con- 


ditions early  confronted  the  new  management,  and 
the  almost  phenomenal  growth  of  the  company 
during  the  past  ten  years  is  a tribute  to  the  fore- 
sight and  wisdom  exercised  in  meeting  these  con- 
ditions, and  in  the  general  control  of  its  affairs. 

Under  the  present  management  of  the  company 
there  has  been  an  immense  increase  in  its  output, 
not  only  of  the  parent  company,  but  of  the  others 
which  it  has  absorbed.  Its  domestic  trade  has  been 
greatly  increased,  and  it  has  built  up  a very  large 
export  trade,  till  there  is  hardly  a country  on  the 
habitable  globe  that  has  not  been  visited  by  its 
travelers,  and  where  the  products  of  the  company 
are  not  in  use.  It  is  true  that  a most  excellent 
foundation  had  been  laid  by  the  father,  and  that 
he  should  share  with  the  present  management  in 
whatever  of  credit  attaches  to  the  splendid  results 
achieved,  for  a grand  and  noble  superstructure  re- 
quires an  adequate  foundation  to  support  it. 

About  five  years  ago  Mr.  Nicholson  accepted 
the  presidency  and  management  of  the  American 
Screw  Company,  of  Providence.  This  company  is 
the  largest  producer  of  screws  in  this  country,  with 
a history  antedating  that  of  any  other  screw  com- 
pany, and  being  the  first  to  place  the  gimlet  pointed 
screw  on  the  market.  For  a long  time  it  had  been 
a money  maker,  and  its  stockholders  had  received 
very  large  dividends.  But  the  growth  of  competi- 
tion and  other  causes  had  led  to  intermittent  re- 
turns on  the  investment,  and  the  changes  of  time 
had  brought  younger  blood  into  the  control  of  its 
fortunes.  It  is  admitted  by  all  familiar  with  the 
facts  that  Mr.  Nicholson  brought  to  the  solution 
of  the  various  problems  that  the  untoward  con- 
dition of  the  screw  business  presented,  when  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  American  Screw 
Company,  tireless  energy,  an  indomitable  will,  a 
broad  outlook,  and  a wise  diplomacy,  that  have  re- 
sulted in  vastly  improved  conditions  not  alone  for 
his  company,  but  for  all  others  who  make  or  handle 
these  products — and  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  the  exercise  of  these  qualities  can  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

In  writing  Mr.  Nicholson's  life  story,  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  to  properly  present  it  with- 
out incorporating  some  part  of  the  story  of  the  two 
corporations  he  so  ably  serves,  for  since  he  became 
a part  of  their  management  their  life  has  been  a 
large  part  of  his. 

Aside  from  serving  the  city  for  two  years  in 
the  city  council,  and  three  years’  service  as  colonel 
and  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Dyer, 
and  his  services  as  Presidential  Elector  at  the  last 
election,  Mr.  Nicholson  has  declined  all  public  po- 
sitions. 

He  is  a director  of  the  Union  Trust  Company; 
Providence  Banking  Company ; Narragansett  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Company ; State,  Enterprise  and 
American  ]\lutual  Fire  Insuracne  Companies:  a 
member  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade;  Rhode 
Island  Flistorical  Society ; Commercial,  Hope, 
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Squantum,  Agawam  Hunt,  Rhode  Island  and  Bris- 
tol Yacht  Clubs ; and  the  New  York  Yacht,  Brook, 
Hardware  and  Union  League  Clubs  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  married  on  Nov.  17,  1885, 
to  Mary  Jewett  Coe,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
two  children,  Paul  Coe  Nicholson,  and  Martha 
Jewett  Nicholson. 

ARNOLD  SHELDON  HOOD  (deceased),  of 
Providence,  was  a son  of  Abiezer  Dean  and  Marcy 
Powers  (Sheldon)  Hood,  and  grandson  of  Josaph 
Hood,  who  died  in  Taunton,  Mass.  The  latter  mar- 
ried a Miss  Dean,  and  their  children  were  : Joseph  ; 
James,  who  married  Sarah  Hood,  a distant  relative, 
who  was  a descendant  of  Richard  Hood,  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  1650,  her  descent  being  through  Richard 
(2),  Richard  (3),  Samuel,  Richard  (4),  and  John 
Hood ; Abiezer  Dean ; William ; Mehetable,  who 
married  a Mr.  Mclnbaugh;  Polly  (or  Mary),  who 
married  a Mr.  Paddeford;  and  Abigail,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Tisdale. 

Abiezer  Dean  Hood  was  born  July  25,  1796,  in 
Taunton,  IMass.,  and  married  Marcy  Powers  Shel- 
don, daughter  of  Amey  Arnold  and  Phillip  Shel- 
don. This  Phillip  Sheldon  was  a son  of  Phillip 
and  grandson  of  Phillip,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
English  Navy  and  married  a titled  lady  of  England. 
They  settled  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.  Abiezer  Dean 
Hood,  it  appears,  had  been  previously  married  and 
had  a son,  Charles,  who  located  first  in  Ohio  and 
later  in  Nebraska.  To  Mr.  Hood’s  second  mar- 
riage there  were  born,  besides  Arnold  Sheldon,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  children  as  follows;  Silas 
Sisson,  a retired  manufacturer,  residing  at  Taunton  ; 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Otis  Allen, 
both  being  now  deceased  (they  left  a son,  Otis  P. 
Allen,  of  Providence)  ; Almira  T.,  who  married 
William  Henry  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Cora,  who  became  the  wife  of  Alfred  M. 
Williams,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  (all 
are  now  deceased)  ; Eleanor  P.,  for  twenty-five 
years  a popular  and  efficient  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Taunton,  now  residing  in  Providence, 
where  she  is  a prominent  factor  in  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Woman’s  Club ; and  Amey  Ann,  who  married 
Benjamin  B.  Edmands  (a  business  partner  of  the 
late  Arnold  Sheldon  Hood),  and  had  two  children 
— iMabel,  now  the  wife  of  Bertram  Blaisdell,  clerk 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Supreme  Court,  and  Isaac 
Russell,  superintendent  of  the  Carbide  Works  at 
Niagara  Ealls. 

Arnold  Sheldon  Hood,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  April  26,  1827,  in  the  town  of 
Plainfield,  Conn.,  his  antecedents,  as  indicated, 
being  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  origin. 
When  he  was  but  a child  his  parents  removed  from 
Connecticut  to  Taunton,  Mass.  The  conditions  at- 
tending his  boyhood  afforded  him  but  meagre  edu- 
cational advantages.  At  an  early  age  he  was  put 
to  work  and  became  self-dependent  and  self-reli- 
ant. Early  manifesting  a taste  for  the  water  and 


a desire  for  a seafaring  life,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  left  home  and  found  employment  at  Eall 
River,  but  soon  thereafter  he  shipped  for  a three 
years’  voyage  in  the  whale  ship  “Rowena.”  From 
childhood  young  Hood  had  the  faculty  of  making 
friends,  and  to*  the  more  congenial  his  attachment 
was  deep  and  strong.  Fortunately  he  fell  into  good 
hands  aboard  the  “Rowena,”  the  captain  and  mate, 
father  and  son,  being  good  men,  and  he  was  soon 
looked  upon  by  them  with  favor,  the  mate  calling 
Arnold  his  boy  and  selecting  him  as  one  of  his 
boat’s  crew.  In  this  way  he  was  instructed  care- 
fully and  faithfully  in  the  science  of  navigation. 
It  was  not  long  before  he  became  the  boat  steerer, 
an  important  and  responsible  position  in  whaling, 
and  one  in  which  he  most  admirably  and  success- 
fully acquitted  himself.  Their  cruise  was  in  the 
Pacific  ocean  as  far  north  as  the  Okhotsk  sea,  and 
they  went  ashore  later  on  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  also  on  Strong  Island,  one  of  the  Caroline 
group.  Subsequently  he  went  on  short  voyages 
and  was  tendered  the  first  mate’s  berth  to  go  on 
another  whaling  voyage  from  New  Bedford,  but 
having  caught  the  gold  fever  he  decided  to  go  to 
California  instead. 

On  Sept.  8,  1849,  Mr.  Hood  sailed  in  the  "South 
America,”  Captain  Soule,  from  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
remained  in  California  until  the  spring  of  1854,  re- 
turning by  way  of  Nicaragua,  sailing  from  San 
Juan  Del  Norte  to  New  York,  thence  to  his  old 
home  at  Taunton,  Mass.  There  he  was  employed 
for  at  least  a portion  of  the  time  in  a machine  shop 
and  lived  there  after  his  marriage  until  1861,  when 
he  removed  to  Providence,  R.  I.  At  the  latter  point 
he  became  employed  as  foreman  in  the  machine 
shop  of  the  New  England  Butt  Company,  where  he 
remained  until  1865,  when,  in  association  with  G. 
K.  Winchester  and  B.  B.  Edmands,  he  established 
the  Rhode  Island  Braiding  Machine  Company,  with 
which  he  was  identified  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
serving  as  treasurer  from  the  organization. 

As  indicated  in  the  foregoing,  Mr.  Hood  by 
nature  was  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  making 
friends,  and  his  relations  with  his  employes  were 
always  of  the  most  agreeable  kind.  Many  of  his 
workmen  whose  services  began  with  the  formation 
of  the  company  continued  in  its  employ  until  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hood’s  death  because  of  their  personal 
esteem 'for  him.  From  boyhood  i\Ir.  Hood  was  of 
good  heart  and  that  his  mother’s  prayers  followed 
him  and  were  heeded  by  him  was  shown  in  later 
life,  when  in  an  interview  he  remarked ; "In  all 
my  years  of  wandering  I never  drank  a glass  of 
liquor  or  uttered  an  oath.  When  temi)ted  to  do 
wrong,  I thought  of  mother,  and  asked  myself  the 
question,  ‘Would  mother  want  me  to  do  this?’” 

In  1871  Mr.  Hood  united  with  the  Central  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Providence,  and  his  subsequent  life 
was  consistent  with  the  profession  he  made.  In 
the  home  circle  he  was  affectionate  and  cheerful. 
It  was  a favorite  remark  of  his:  "If  one  cannot  be 
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happy  at  home,  there  is  no  happiness  for  him  any- 
where.” He  ever  displayed  great  fortitude  and 
bore  whatever  misfortunes  came  to  him  without  a 
murmur. 

Mr.  Hood  was  a great  lover  of  fishing,  hunting 
and  traveling,  and  it  was  his  custom  to  make  one 
or  more  trips  every  year  into  the  wilds  of  Maine 
and  Nova  Scotia,  in  company  with  congenial 
friends.  In  1892,  with  members  of  his  family, 
he  made  a visit  to  Yellowstone  Park  and  California. 
For  some  twenty-seven  years  prior  to  his  death 
Air.  Hood  and  his  family  passed  their  summers  at 
Buttonwood  Beach,  where  he  died  June  21,  1899. 

W'e  are  permitted  to  quote  from  the  Providence 
Journal  in  its  comment  on  Air.  Hood,  as  follows : 
‘‘He  was  well  known  in  this  city  and  was  esteemed 
for  his  high  character  and  splendid  disposition. 
Fully  threescore  and  ten  years  have  passed  since 
he  was  born  and  for  the  past  forty  years  he  has  been 
in  business  in  Providence.  Air.  Hood  was  identi- 
fied with  the  braiding  machine  business.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  had  been  associated  with  the 
same  persons  in  this  line,  and  was  the  mechanical 
man  of  the  company.” 

The  funeral  of  Air.  Hood  was  held  from  his 
beautiful  residence  on  Almy  street,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity.  He  was  a 
Alason  of  high  degree,  a member  of  Calvary  Com- 
mandery  and  of  the  Alystic  Shrine,  and  also  be- 
longed to  the  Providence  Central  Club. 

Mr.  Hood  was  survived  by  his  widow  and  three 
children,  two  by  a former  marriage : Lula  J.,  now 
Mrs.  William  A.  AlcDonald,  of  Providence;  Wil- 
liam H.,  a resident  of  Springfield,  Alass.,  who  mar- 
ried Alay  Bailey,  of  Natick,  R.  I.,  and  has  Ralph 
Bailey  and  Mildred  Lula;  and  Chester  Spencer 
(born  to  the  last  marriage),  who  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. 

JAAIES  STANTON  KENYON,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  one  of  the  best  known  lumber  dealers 
in  New  England,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  prominent  families  of  Rhode  Island. 
For  two  centuries  the  Kenyon  name  has  been  a 
continuous  one  in  southern  Rhode  Island,  and  its 
members  are  allied  by  marriage  and  have  a con- 
nected relationship  with  many  of  the  first  families 
of  the  State  and  Connecticut,  among  them  the  Bar- 
ber, Lewis,  Langworthy,  Westcott,  Stanton,  Noyes, 
Denison,  Brown  and  Perkins  families. 

Early  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island  were  John, 
James  and  Roger  Kenyon,  assumed  by  Austin  in 
his  Genealogical  Dictionary  to  be  brothers,  and 
sons  of  John  Kenyon.  Of  these  brothers:  John, 
born  in  1637,  died  in  1732,  was  of  Kings  Town 
and  Westerly,  and  his  children  were  John,  James, 
Enoch,  Joseph,  David  and  Jonathan:  James,  the 
second  brother,  also  of  Kings  Town  and  Westerly, 
was  a miller,  his  wife  was  Ruth,  and  their  children 
were  James,  Thomas,  Ebenezer,  John,  Peter,  Sarah 


and  Ruth ; and  Roger,  the  third  brother,  married 
in  1683  Alary  Ray,  and  resided  on  Block  Island. 

Jonathan  Kenyon  was  born  in  1695.  He  mar- 
ried Alary  Gardiner,  and  his  will  was  probated 
Sept.  21,  1766. 

Nathan  Kenyon,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born  in 
1731,  and  died  in  1821.  He  bought  the  “King 
Tom  Farm,”  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  married 
Alary  Greene.  Their  children  were : Gardiner, 
who  married  Susannah  Boss;  Greene;  Nathan; 
Joixithan;  Aaron;  James;  Elizabeth;  Alary;  Eliza- 
beth'; Sarah,  and  Amey. 

James  Kenyon,  son  of  Nathan,  was  born  in 
1776  and  died  in  1859.  eH  lived  all  his  life  on  the 
“King  Tom  Farm,”  and  was  the  owner  of  four 
other  tracts.  He  married  Abby  Nichols,  and  their 
children  were:  Alary,  who  married  Jared  Alaxson; 
Sally,  who  married  T.  G.  Hazard ; Abby,  who  mar- 
ried Wilson  Coggeshall ; George  Washington,  who 
died  young;  James  Nichols;  and  Penelope,  who 
married  James  B.  Kenyon. 

James  Nichols  Kenyon,  son  of  James,  was  born 
in  February,  1811,  on  the  “King  Tom  Farm,”  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  January,  1895.  On 
Alarch  23,  1840,  he  married  Alary  Stanton,  who 
was  born  Nov.  6,  1814,  in  Charlestown,  and  died 
Aug.  22,  1858.  Her  father,  (V)  Samuel  Stanton, 
was  descended  through  (IV)  Samuel,  (III)  Daniel, 
(II)  Joseph  from  (I)  Thomas.  Air.  Kenyon  married 
for  his  second  wife  Celia  Knowles  Stanton.  His 
children  were  all  born  to  the  first  union,  viz. : 
James  Stanton,  born  Alarch  5,  1841,  is  mentioned 
below;  Alary’ E.,  born  in  1843,  married  Joseph 
Cheesebro,  Jr.,  and  died  in  1896;  Eudora,  married 
Samuel  B.  Hoxie,  Jr.;  Frederick  AI.  married 
Fanny  Holden.  In  political  faith  James  Nichols 
Kenyon  was  a Democrat.  Active  in  town  affairs, 
he  represented  Charlestown  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. 

James  Stanton  Kenyon  was  born  in  Charles- 
town, R.  I.,  Alarch  5,  1841,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation at  East  Greenwich  Academy.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  became  a clerk  in  the  office 
of  B.  B.  and  R.  Knight,  in  Providence,  and  in 
1863  went  to  New  York  City,  there  engaging  in 
the  wholesale  dry  goods  business  until  1865,  when 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  Providence.  Air.  Kenyon’s 
present  business  was  founded  in  1836  by  Joseph 
Burrows  & Son,  and  for  seventy  years  has  been 
conducted  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  its  present 
location,  corner  of  Dean  and  Washington  streets. 
At  its  inception  only  18,000  square  feet  were  re- 
([uired,  while  at  i)resent  218,000  square  feet  are 
occupied.  20.000  square  feet  being  under  cover. 
In  1865  Kenyon  was  admitted  as  a member  of 
the  firm,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  senior  member. 
Air.  Caleb  G.  Burrows,  in  November,  1894,  be- 
came its  sole  proprietor.  Since  his  connection  the 
business  has  continued  to  expand  and  enlarge  the 
scope  of  its  operations,  and  there  are  few  indus- 
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tries  which,  on  account  of  the  magnitude  of  trade, 
solidity,  stability  of  character  and  excellent  service 
rendered  the  public,  are  regarded  more  highly.  Mr. 
Kenyon  is  classed  among  the  most  honored  citizens 
of  Providence,  and  in  the  building  annals  of  the 
city  he  is  well-known,  and  universally  respected 
for  his  liberal  methods.  The  firm  handles  all  kinds 
of  Western  pines  and  hard  wood  lumber,  soft  wood 
from  all  sections  of  the  country,  veneers,  fancy 
woods,  gutters,  conductors,  door  frames  and 
moldings,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  the  trade  ex- 
tending throughout  New  England.  All  stock  is 
received  direct  from  the  original  source  of  supply, 
and  furnished  to  the  trade  and  consumers  at  the 
lowest  possible  prices.  Liberal  inducements  are 
offered  to  intending  builders,  and  any  one  desiring 
to  build  is  furnished  with  everything  recjuired  in 
the  line  of  lumber,  upon  long  credit  and  easy 
terms  of  payment,  wdien  secured  by  mortgage  upon 
the  property.  The  long  experience  of  this  firm, 
and  its  honorable  record,  have  secured  for  it, an 
enviable,  and  well-merited  reputation. 

Mr.  Kenyon  is  a Scottish  Rite  Mason,  being  an 
esteemed  member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21, 
Providence;  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  i;  Provi- 
dence Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  No.  i ; 
Calvary  Commandery,  No.  13,  K.  T. ; and  Pales- 
tine Temple.  He  is  also  connected  with  Crescent 
Lodge,  No.  24,  I.  O.  U.  F.,  the  Providence  Board 
of  Trade,  the  Rhode  Island  Business  Men's  Associ- 
ation, the  Atlantic  National  Bank  (of  which  he  is 
president),  the  Citizens  Saving  Bank  (of  which 
he  is  a director),  the  New  England  Building  N 
Loan  Association,  and  the  Homestead  Saving  & 
Loan  Association.  His  club  connections  are  with 
the  Squantum,  the  Central  and  the  Art  Clubs.  He 
is  president  of  the  Western  Rhode  Island  Railroad 
Company,  and  is  a director  in  the  Providence  & 
Danielson  Railroad  Company,  the  IMassey  Wire- 
less Telegraph  Company,’ and  the  Fidelity  Mercan- 
tile Agency. 

Mr.  Kenyon  married  (first)  Susan,  daughter 
of  Caleb  G.  Burrows,  and  (second)  Harriet  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Lemuel  Hastings  Arnold.  His  chil- 
dren are : Elizabeth  Burrows,  wife  of  Alfred  H. 
Wilkinson,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  Mary  Stanton 
Kenyon. 

In  the  Evening  Telegram,  of  Providence,  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  1896,  appeared  a series  of  car- 
toons, under  the  heading  of  “Men  of  Rhode  Island 
in  Cartoon.”  Beneatli  Mr.  Kenyon’s  cartoon, 
which  appeared  in  this  series,  was  the  following 
verse : 

A delver  he,  though  not  alone 
In  earth,  but  in  the  lore 

Of  the  historic  tribe  of  Indians 
Who  held  his  land  of  yore. 

As  lumber  dealer,  husbandman. 

His  fame  he  well  deserves; 

He’s  fond  of  his  old  Indian  home 

And  well  stocked  trout  preserves. 


ALLEN  REYNOLDS.  The  name  of  Reynolds 
has  long  been  knovui  in  Rhode  Island,  and  none 
has  borne  it  more  worthily  than  Allen  Reynolds, 
well  known  manufacturer  and  legislator  in  North 
Kingstown,  and  his  son,  William  Allen  Reynolds, 
manager  of  the  Davisville  Woolen  Company.  The 
line  of  descent  of  Allen  Reynolds  from  William 
Reynolds,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  Rhode 
Island  is  through  James,  James  (2),  John,  Benja- 
min and  John  B. 

Benjamin  Reynolds,  grandfather  of  Allen,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Reynolds,  whose  ancestry  was  in 
the  same  line  as  his  own,  and  their  children  were : 
John  B.,  Isaac,  William,  George  W.,  James,  Nancy, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah  and  Waity.  Benjamin  Reynolds 
lived  for  some  years  on  the  Maxwell  place,  and  later 
in  Wickford,  R.  I.  He  owned  a farm  at  Sandy 
Hill,  where  in  his  early  years,  being  a contractor 
and  builder,  he  had  built  a carding  mill.  He  was  in 
the  Home  Guards  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  drew 
a pension  for  services  rendered  therein. 

John  B.  Reynolds  w'as  born  Dec.  21,  1780,  and 
died  Aug.  19,  1862,  in  North  Kingstown.  The 
varied  duties  pertaining  to  a farmer’s  work  engaged 
his  attention  during  tlie  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  married  Mary  Aylesworth,  born  June  2,  1784, 
daughter  of  Arthur  Aylesworth,  of  North  Kings- 
town. She  died  INIay  23,  1882,  the  mother  of  chil- 
dren as  follows : Hannah,  died  aged  six  weeks ; 
Benjamin,  born  July  ii,  1803,  died  Dec.  26,  1887, 
in  Wales,  N.  Y. ; IMary,  born  Dec.  17,  1805,  married 
William  N.  Dickerson,  and  died  in  North  Kings- 
town; John  D.,  born  Jan.  5,  1808,  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Ohio  and  Iowa,  and  died  Sept. 
22,  1897;  Hazard  D.,  born  April  6,  1810,  was  a car- 
penter of  Providence,  and  died  Oct.  15,  1897;  Abby, 
born  April  22,  1812,  married  Spencer  Aiowry,  and 
was  a resident  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I. ; William  W. 
A.,  born  Aug.  31,  1815,  died  in  Ohio,  Oct.  14,  1894; 
Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  9,  1817,  married  Peter  Whee- 
lock,  and  died  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I. ; Ann  G.,  born 
Feb.  20,  1820,  married  Edward  C.  Hull,  and  died 
Oct.  31,  1887;  Emma,  born  April  18,  1822,  married 
Reuben  Burke,  and  died  in  Providence ; Almira  P., 
born  April. 23,  1824,  married  Thomas  P.  Marshall 
of  Providence,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1865  ; Allen,  born 
Dec.  17,  1826;  and  Sarah  L.,  born  Dec.  25,  1828, 
died  Dec.  ii,  1853,  single. 

Allen  Reynolds  was  born  in  North  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  Dec.  17,  1826,  and  like  other  lads  of  the 
period  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Additional  advantages  were,  however,  en- 
joyed by  him,  under  private  teachers.  His  tastes 
led  to  mechanical  pursuits,  and  especially  to  the 
intricacies  of  the  machinist’s  trade,  but  the  mill  in 
Davisville  forming  the  most  convenient  opening,  he 
entered  the  carding  department  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  and  became  thoroughly  proficient  in  that 
branch  of  manufacturing.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he 
entered  the  employ  of  A.  & W.  Sprague  at  Natick, 
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R.  I.,  remaining  one  and  one-half  years,  and  the 
following  winter  he  spent  in  study.  In  1849  his 
services  were  in  demand  with  Davis,  Reynolds  & 
Co.,  in  a new  mill  started  by  them,  and  in  1866, 
three  years  after  the  organization  of  Davis,  Rey- 
nolds & Co.,  he  became  one  of  its  partners,  and  so 
continued  until  the  date  of  dissolution,  1873.  In 
1875  Reynolds  became  a member  of  C.  W. 

Reynolds  & Co.,  who  operated  mills  both  at  Davis- 
ville  and  at  Sandy  Hill.  In  1883,  the  senior  partner 
having  retired,  the  Sandy  Hill  property  was  sold, 
and  the  remaining  partners  gave  their  attention  to 
the  Davisville  mill,  manufacturing  Washington 
jeans. 

On  April  13,  1854,  Mr.  Reynolds  married  Eliza- 
beth S.,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Johnson,  of  North 
Kingstown.  She  was  Dorn  Oct.  30,  1835,  and  her 
death  occurred  Jan.  12,  1895.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reynolds  were  born  children,  as  follows : Curtis 
C.,  born  Nov.  18,  1855,  died  Feb.  22,  1896,  at  Lodi, 
Cal.;  Leander,  born  Feb.  13,  1857,  is  deceased; 
Marion  G.,  born  Oct.  3,  1859;  Lulu  A.,  born  May 
28,  1862,  married  George  H.  Fowler,  who  died  Dec. 
7,  1887;  Emma,  born  Feb.  10,  1865,  married  Wal- 
ter B.  Knight,  of  Davisville,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren— ]\Iarjorie,  Helen  and  Howard;  William  Al- 
len, born  April  24,  1867 ; Annie  M.,  born  Alarch  24, 
1872,  married  William  li.  Babcock;  and  Fannie  E., 
twin  to  Annie  M.,  born  March  24,  1872.  Mr. 
Reynolds  represented  the  town  of  North  Kings- 
town in  the  house  of  representatives,  and  in  the 
Senate  in  1885-6-7.  He  was  a member  and  clerk 
of  the  Quidnesett  Baptist  Church. 

William  Allen  Reynolds,  son  of  Allen,  mana- 
ger of  the  Davisville  Woolen  Co.,  was  born  April 
24,  1867,  educated  in  his  native  town. 

North  Kingstown,  East  Greenwich  Academy,  and 
Mowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School  in 
Providence.  From  1887  until  1893  he  was  in  the 
manufacturing  business  with  G.  \V.  Reynolds  & 
Co.,  and  in  the  latter  year  the  Reynolds  Manufac- 
turing Company  wrts  formed,  consisting  of  William 
A.  and  iMilton  M.  Reynolds  and  Walter  B.  Knight, 
and  engaged  in  business  in  the  mill  built  by  the 
G.  W.  Reynolds  Co.,  in  1890.  In  1903  this  firm 
was  disbanded,  and  Allen  Reynolds  and  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Fowler,  bought  the  mill  and  formed  the 
Davisville  Woolen  Company,  with  William  Allen 
Reynolds  as  manager.  This  mill  manufactures 
Washington  jeans  and  cassimeres  for  men’s  wear. 
Mr.  iveynolds  takes  a great  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  town,  and  for  two  years  served  as  moderator. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Quidnesett  Baptist  Church, 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  American  Mechanics. 

On  April  29,  1897,  Mr.  Reynolds  married  Eliza- 
beth Peirce,  daughter  of  Charles  Peirce,  and  to  this 
union  has  come  one  daughter,  Ruth  Peirce,  born 
March  ii,  1898. 

GEORGE  H.  KENYON,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Sur- 
geon General  of  Rhode  Island,  comes  from  one  of 


the  old  families  of  the  State,  and  from  sturdy  N.ew 
England  ancestry  of  the  Colonial  period.  He  is 
a descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  and  among  his 
ancestral  connections  are  the  Shermans,  Gpdykes, 
Bosses,  Arnolds,  and  many  others  of  the  old  fami- 
lies of  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Kenyon  is  a great-great-grandson  of  Paul 
Greene,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution  who  served  in 
Col.  Waterman’s  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  militia, 
from  whom  his  line  is  through  Benjamin  and 
Isabela  (Greene)  Arnold,  Beriah  and  Hannah  G. 
(Arnold)  Brown,  and  George  Amos  and  Isabela 
Greene  (Brown)  Kenyon.  Dr.  Kenyon  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  April  i,  1845,  son  of  George 
Amos  and  Isabela  Greene  (Brown)  Kenyon. 

The  Kenyons  were  early  settlers  of  southern 
Rhode  Island.  John  Kenyon  of  Kings  Town,  the 
progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  it  is  stated 
in  American  Ancestry,  was  descended  from  the 
Kenyons  of  Peel,  Lancaster,  England.  Dr.  Ken- 
yon’s ancestors  were  from  Wales,  and  were  early 
residents  of  the  vicinity  of  Wickford,  R.  L,  where 
Beriah  Brown  settled  in  1640,  and  twenty  years 
later  built  the  house  which  is  yet  standing  and  oc- 
cupied by  his  direct  descendants.  The  Browns 
have  been  a prominent  family  in  that  section  of  the 
State  from  its  early  history.  Beriah  Brown,  the 
maternal  great-great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Kenyon, 
was  for  forty-five  years  sherifif  of  W'ashington 
county,  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Kenyon  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of 
the  family  in  America,  the  ancestor  being  John 
Kenyon,  of  Kings  Town,  and  the  line  is  through 
his  son  James,  and  Thomas,  George,  John  Hoxie, 
George  Amos  and  George  Henry. 

George  Kenyon,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
Doctor,  was  born  in  1733,  and  on  March  16,  1758, 
he  married  Martha  Hoxie,  born  in  1735,  daughter 
of  Solomon  Hoxie. 

John  Hoxie  Kenyon, ’grandfather  of  Dr.  Ken- 
yon, was  born  in  1780.  On  Nov.  8,  1804,  he  mar- 
ried Ruth  Collins,  born  May  2,  1784,  daughter  of 
Amos  and . Thankful  Collins.  John  Hoxie  Ken- 
yon removed  from  the  town  of  Hopkinton  to  \\  af- 
wick,  where  he  died.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  his  religious  connection  was  with  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

George  Amos  Kenyon  was  born  in  1821,  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy 
of  that  time.  He  followed  farming  as  an  occupa- 
tion until  his  removal  to  Providence,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  His  death 
occurred  in  August,  1886,  the  result  of  injuries 
sustained  in  a runaway.  Although  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year  he  was  active  and  well  preserved,  being 
of  rugged  constitution,  and  regular  and  temperate 
in  his  hahits.  In  his  manner  he  was  modest  and 
retiring,  and  never  sought  public  office.  In  politics 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Warwick  he  had  taken  some 
little  part  in  public  affairs,  but  after  locating  in 
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Providence,  he  limited  his  political  work  to  the  cast- 
ing of  his  vote.  On  Dec.  7,  1842,  he  married  Isa- 
bela Greene  Brown,  born  in  North  Kingstown, 
June  3,  1822,  daughter  of  Beriah  and  Hannah 
Greene  (Arnold)  Brown.  She  died  in  December, 
1896.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenyon  belonged  to  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Their  children  were:  George 
Henry ; Charles  Edwin,  who  resides  in  Sudbury, 
Mass.,  and  has  one  child,  Alice  Sterrett ; John 
Amos,  who  resides  in  Pawtucket,  and  has  two 
children,  Howard  Day  and  Maud  Wendell ; Annie 
Frances,  widow  of  George  F.  Brooks,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Gilbert  Franklin  and  Bea- 
trice Annie ; and  Gilbert  Brown,  who  died  unmar- 
ried in  1879,  ^ged  twenty-five  years. 

Dr.  George  Henry  Kenyon  was  born  /\pril  i, 
1845,  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  of  War- 
wick. His  preparation  for  college  was  a three 
years’  attendance  in  the  Friends  School  at  Provi- 
dence, and  he  was  graduated  from  Brown  Univer- 
sity in  1864,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Subsequently  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  from  the  same  institution.  During  the  last 
two  years  of  his  college  course  he  paid  considerable 
attention  to  medical  studies,  especially  devoting 
himself  to  practical  chemistry  in  the  laboratory  of 
the  University.  Upon  leaving  college  he  entered 
the  office  of  Doctors  Capron  and  Perry  in  Provi- 
dence, and  after  a period  of  study  under  those 
eminent  physicians  he  entered  the  Aledical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Vermont,  graduating  in 
1866,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Returning  to  Provi- 
dence, he  was  that  same  year  elected  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  and  he  at  once 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  now 
having  an  excellent  practice  and  a most  desirable 
class  of  patrons. 

In  the  midst  of  the  exacting  duties  of  his  very 
busy  life.  Dr.  Kenyon  has  found  time  to  devote 
some  attention  to  social,  military  and  public  affairs. 
On  May  26,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the 
loth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the  full  term  of  his  en- 
listment. After  the  war  he  became  a member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  joining  Prescott 
Post  of  Providence,  and  he  served  as  Post  Surgeon 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  later  was  made  Medical 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
the  State  militia  he  served  a number  of  years  as 
Surgeon  of  the  United  Train  of  Artillery  of  Provi- 
dence, resigning  in  1883  to  accept  an  appointment 
on  the  staff'  of  Governor  Bourne,  as  assistant  Sur- 
geon-General of  Rhode  Island,  a position  he  held 
until  Alay,  1894,  when  he  was  elected  by  the  Legis- 
lature, Surgeon-General  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
office  he  has  since  most  capably  filled. 

Dr.  Kenyon  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Association,  and  as  Treasurer 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Aledical  Society.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Aledical  Association ; secre- 


tary of  the  board  of  Examining  Surgeons  for 
Pensions,  in  Providence ; and  State  Aledical  Ex- 
aminer for  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

The  Doctor  is  prominent  in  Alasonic  circles. 
He  is  a member  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A. 
AT,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  various  offices ; 
Calvary  Commandery,  K.  T. ; and  Rhode  Island 
Sovereign  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite.  From  1889 
to  1892  he  was  grand  master  of  Alasons  in  Rhode 
Island ; he  served  six  years  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  Rhode  Island  Consistory,  Ancient  and  Acepted 
Scottish  Rite.  He  is  now  an  active  member  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  33d  degree,  of  the  Northern 
Alasonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  is  that  body’s  Deputy  for  Rhode  Island. 
He  is  also  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Alassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
Among  the  other  orders  to  which  Dr.  Kenyon  be- 
longs may  be  mentioned  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  the 
University  Club  of  Providence.  In  politics  he  is 
a prominent  Republican.  He  is  well  known  through- 
out the  State,  and  he  has  hosts  of  friends.  While 
unusually  modest  in  manner,  his  naturally  com- 
manding presence  makes  him  conspicuous  in  any 
gathering. 

LEWIS  (Hopkinton,  Westerly  and  Exeter 
families).  The  Lewis  family  has  been  a contin- 
uous family  in  this  region  of  country  for  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  and  forty  years,  one  of 
the  name  being  credited  with  making  the  first 
settlement  in  what  is  now  Hopkinton.,  Several 
of  the  earlier  generations  were  manufacturers, 
among  the  first  to  engage  in  that  line  of  their 
locality ; some  were  active  in  religious  lines  and 
deacons  and  earnest  workers  in  the  First  Sev- 
enth Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hopkinton.  Among 
the  highly  respected  people,  they  have  formed 
alliances  with  such  ancient  and  well  known 
families  as  Alaxson,  Babcock,  Barber,  Kenyon, 
Noyes,  Sisson,  Richmond,  Lillibridge  and  Ches- 
ter. The  lives  of  the  late  James  Lewis,  of 
Exeter,  one  of  the  most  forceful  characters,  use- 
ful citizens  and  wealthiest  men  of  his  time  in 
his  town,  and  his  two  sons — notably  the  Hon. 
, Nathan  Barber  Lewis,  long  one  of  the  leading 
public  men  of  his  town,  legislator  and  senator, 
and  for  years  judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Rhode  Island,  and  Hon.  John  Nelson 
Lewis,  of  Voluntown,  Conn.,  formerly  postmas- 
ter and  public  official,  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut House;  the  late  Dr.  Daniel  Lewis,  of  Ston- 
ington.  Conn.,  and  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  and  his  son, 
James  Noyes,  a successful  physician  of  Asha- 
w'ay,  R.  I.,  and  Herbert  Edward  Lewis,  the  well 
known  merchant  in  Hope  Valley,  all  reflect 
credit  on  the  family  name. 

The  lives  of  some  of  these  men  in  the  various 
generations  through  the  period  of  the  family’s 
long  residence  here  are  reviewed  and  the  family 
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genealogy  set  forth  in  what  follows,  which  is 
arranged  in  chronological  order,  beginning  with 
the  emigrant  settler. 

(I)  John  Lewis  is  credited  with  having 
come  from  England  in  company  with  his  four 
brothers  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  country 
and  located  in  what  is  now  W esterly,  R.  I.  His 
brothers  are  said  to  have  located  near  Boston. 
John  is  of  record  in  Westerly  in  1661,  and  was 
made  a freeman  of  the  town  in  1668.  He  died 
in  Pawcatuck  in  1690,  and  was  buried  just  be- 
low the  village  of  Westerly,  near  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Watch  Hill.  His  children  were:  Jona- 
than, John,  Daniel,  James,  David,  Israel,  Samuel 
and  Dorcas,  several  of  whom  remained  in  Wes- 
terly with  their  father. 

(II)  Daniel  Lewis,  son  of  John,  became  the 
first  settler  in  that  part  of  Westerly  which  be- 
came Hopkinton,  about  1704,  purchasing  thirty 
acres  of  land  on  July  14th  of  that  year.  He 
married  Mary  IMaxson,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (IMosher)  Maxson.  He  was  a fuller  by 
trade,  and  carried  on  his  business  where  in  1876 
stood  the  Laurel  Glen  Mill,  or  very  near  there. 
He  erected  the  first  dam  at  that  point,  and  for 
many  years  carried  on  a thriving  birsiness  for 
the  times.  He  was  a firm  go-ahead  man,  honest 
in  every  particular,  and  when  once  set  upon 
what  he  considered  right  was  immutably  fixed. 
He  was  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Hopkinton.  He  was  deputy,  1711-14.  He 
died  in  1718,  and  his  widow  passed  away  in 
1721.  Their  children  were:  John,  Jonathan, 
Mary,  Dorcas,  Daniel  and  tlannah. 

(III)  Daniel  Lewis  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  mar- 
ried and  lived  on  a sjnall  farm  in  the  Tomaquag  ' 
Valley,  which  was  bequeathed  him  by  his 
father,  and  built  a dam  and  erected  a mill  for 
fulling  cloth.  His  three  sons  were:  Daniel,  Jon- 
athan and  Maxson. 

(IV)  Daniel  Lewis  (3),  son  of  Daniel  (2), 
married  March  6,  1763,  Annie  Clark,  and  settled 
on  the  Tomaquag,  about  twenty  rods  from  the 
old  mill  mentioned  above,  and  had  two  sons, 
Daniel  and  Christopher  C.  Daniel  (3)  was  by 
trade  a carpenter.  His  sons  were  prominent 
members  of  the  First  Seventh  Day  Baptist, 
Church  in  Hopkinton,  and  for  many  years  filled 
with  great  credit  to  themselves,  and  greater 
benefit  to  the  church,  office  as  deacons. 

(V)  Deacon  Christopher  C.  Lewis,  son  of 
Daniel  (3),  born  Sept.  25,  1780,  married,  April 
6,  1812,  Wealthy  Kenyon,  and  their  children  of 
Hopkinton  town  record  were:  Hannah  B.,  born 
Dec.  21,  1812;  Christopher  C.,  born  Feb'.  22, 
1815,  died  at  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  in  September,  1905  ; 
Alfred,  born  Jan.  31,  1817;  Nathan  Kenyon,  born 
Oct.  23,  t8i8,  is  mentioned  elsewhere;  Daniel,  born 
Feb.  4,  1821  ; Welcome,  born  -July  7,  1822  ; and  Ed- 
win Ransome,  born  Jan.  31,  1827.  Christopher 


C.  Lewis  was  a deacon  of  the  First  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church  at.  Ashaway  for  twenty-six 
years,  and  was  town  clerk  of  Hopkinton  for 
forty-one  years.  No  more  exemplary  citizen 
lived  in  Hopkinton  in  his  day. 

(VI)  Daniel  Lewis  (4),  son  of  Christopher 
C.,  born  Feb.  4,  1821,  married  May  24,  1846, 
Ann  Frances,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Ken- 
yon, late  of  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  and  his  wife  Fran- 
ces (Noyes)  Kenyon,  she  a daughter  of  Dr. 
James  Noyes  and  a descendant  of  James  Noyes, 
who  was  born  in  Cholderton,  England,  and  came 
to  New  England  in  1634,  in  the  ship  “Mary  and 
John,”  of  London,  her  lineage  being  through 
Rev.  James,  pastor  of  First  Congregational- 
Church  in  Stonington,  Capt.  Thomas,  Col.  Jo- 
seph and  Dr.  James  Noyes. 

Daniel  Lewis  (4)  was  a physician  of  Ston- 
ington, Conn.  Later  he  located  at  Ashaway,  R. 
I.,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  during  the 
remainder  of  his  active  life.  His  death  took 
place  in  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  Aug.  16,  i8'59,  his 
widow  passed  away  in  1884. 

(VH)  James  Noyes  Lewis,  son  of  Dr.  Daniel, 
born  Oct.  30,  1849,  Pawcatuck,  town  of  Ston- 
ington, Conn.,  married  Nov.  29,  1876,  Miss  Lois 
Clarke,  daughter  of  Hon.  Halsey  P.  Clarke,  of 
Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  two  children  have  blessed 
the  union,  namely  : Susie  C.,  born  July  5,  1882; 
and  Hattie  D.,  born  Dec.  9,  1891. 

Mr.  Lewis  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  the  Ilopkinton  (R.  I.)  Academy, 
then  spent  one  year  in  Alfred  University  at  Al- 
fred, N.  Y.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  John  D.  Kenyon  at  Ashaway, 
R.  I.,  and  for  a period  was  associated  with  him  in 
practice.  He  furthered  his  medical  studies  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at  Columbia 
College,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  March,  1874.  He  then  located  in  the  town  of 
Plopkinton,  R.  I.,  and  with  the  exception  of  four 
years  passed  in  Killingly  and  Plainfield,  Conn.,  has 
practiced  his  profession  in  that  town,  having  been 
located  since  about  1882  at  Ashaway.  Dr.  Lewis 
was  one  of  the  charter  members,  and  has  served 
as  president  of  the  Washington  County  Medical 
Society.  He  is  a member  of  the  State.  Society  and 
of  the  American  Medical  Association.  His  politi- 
(cal  afijliations  have  been  with  the  Republican 
party. 

(VI)  Edwin  Ransome  Lewis,  M.  D.,  son  of 
Christopher  C.,  born  Jan.  31,  1827,  in  Hopkinton, 
R.  I.,  married  in  1850,  Louisa  A.,  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Cyrus  \V.  Brown,  of  North  Stonington,  Conn. 
Dr.  Lewis  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and 
passed  his  boyhood  attending  the  neighboring 
schools  and  assisting  with  the  work  incident  to 
rural  life.  Deciding  on  entering  the  medical  pro- 
fession, he,  in  time,  pursued  his  studies  and  for  a 
period  furthered  kis  preparation  in  the  Medical 
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College  at  Castleton,  Vt.  Meanwhile  he  returned 
to  Rhode  Island  and  engaged  in  teaching  school  in 
order  to  be  able  to  take  a complete  course  of  lec- 
tures, an  end  he  realized.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  institution  at  Castleton  in  1850,  and  was  soon 
after  married.  Following  his  graduation  he  lo- 
cated in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Nian- 
tic,  in  his  native  State,  where  he  remained  for 

one  year,  and  in  1852  settled  in  Westerly,  his 

field  of  labor  and  place  of  residence  through 
the  rest  of  his  life  time.  Here  his  genial  and 
courteous  manners,  and  manly  bearing  brought 
him  in  touch  with  some  of  the  first  families  of 
the  community  at  whose  homes  he  was  a wel- 
comed visitor,  and  he  became  established  in  a 
growing  and  lucrative  practice.  His  prepara- 
tion for  his  profession  had  been  thorough,  and, 
possessing  a mind  naturally  quick,  he  was  alert 
to  discern  the  condition  of  a patient  and  his 

diagnosis  was  rapid  and  equally  correct. 

Through  his  studious  habits,  careful  reading 
and  experience  he  became  a man  of  good  judg- 
ment and  of  broad  ideas.  He  possessed  warm 
sympathies,  was  singularly  free  from  envy,  was 
charitable,  and  his  daily  life  seemed  one  full  of 
the  gentlest  humanities.  His  manhood  was 
passed  in  the  practice  of  those  virtues  which  are 
conducive  to  vigor  of  mind  and  body,  and  which 
united  form  the  basis  of  a harmonious  and  beau- 
tiful character.  Dr.  Lewis  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  formation  of  the  Washington 
County  Medical  Society,  and  was  chosen  its  first 
president. 

To  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Lewis  and  Louisa 
A.  Brown  were  born  children  as  follows : Hen- 
rietta L.,  who  married  Henry  M.  Maxson,  and 
resides  at  North  Attleboro,  Mass. ; Edwin  R. ; 
and  Hannah  B.,  now  deceased.  Dr.  Lewis  died 
at  his  home  in  Westerly,  R.  L,  June  13,  1887. 

(VH)  Edwin  R.  Lewis  (2),  M.  D.,  son  of 
Dr.  Edw'in  Ransome,  born  June  5,  1863,  in 
Westerly,  R.  L,  married  F'eb.  27,  1889,  Mary 
Townsend,  daughter  of  Horace  and  Harriet 
(Cross)  Babcock.  Dr.  Lewis  received  his  elemen- 
tary education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  then  attended  the  Mowry  & Goff  Classical 
School  at  Providence.  Following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father,  having  chosen  the  medical  profes- 
sion as  his  life  work,  he  pursued  a four  years’ 
course  in  Harvard  Medical  School,  and  was  grad- 
uated therefrom  June  29,  1887,  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  He  took  post-graduate  work  in  1886- 
87.  Beginning  with  his  college  and  hospital 
experience  Dr.  Lewis  paid  especial  attention  to  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  a specialty  he  has  since  continued. 
His  father  dying  in  1887,  Dr.  Lewis  located  in 
Westerly  and  succeeded  to  his  father’s  practice, 
where  he  has  maintained  the  latter’s  reputation  and 
standing.  He  is  a member  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Washington 
County  (R.  I.)  Medical  Society.  His  fraternal 


connections  are  with  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  A. 
F.  and  A.  M. 


(H)  James  Lewis,  son  of  John,  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Brown)  Babcock, 
with  whom  they  removed  to  Exeter,  R.  I.  They 
died,  he  in  1745,  and  she,  in  1740.  Their  children, 
were  James,  Sarah,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  John,  David, 
Patience  and  Ruth. 

(HI)  James  Lewis  (2),  son  of  James,  married 
Eeb.  27,  1742,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Kenyon,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.  Among  their  seven 
children  the  following  are  of  Exeter  town  record : 
Hannah,  born  Nov.  29,  1743;  James,  born  Nov.  20, 
1745;  and  Mary,  born  Nov.  16,  1763.  The  father 
of  these  died  in  1776. 

(IV)  James  Lewis  (3),  son  of  James  (2),  born 
Nov.  20,  1745,  married  Dec.  2,  1766,  Thankful, 
daughter  of  NHthan  Barber,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  Of 
their  fourteen  children  the  following  are  of  town 
record:  Abigail,  born  Sept.  19,  1775;  James  born 
Eeb.  28,  1778;  Elizabeth,  born  April  27,  1780;  Han- 
nah, born  April  i,  1782;  Thankful,  born  July  22, 
1784;  Lydia,  born  June  12,  1786;  Esther,  born 
Eeb.  12,  1788;  Nathan  Barber,  born  March  30, 
1790;  Moses  B.,  born  April  19,  1797;  David  Max- 
son,  born  June  24,  1799;  and  Sarah  Gates.  The 
father  of  these  died  in  1825. 

(V)  Moses  Barber  Lewis,  son  of  James  (3)-, 
was  born  April  19,  1797,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.  He 
moved  to  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  where  he  engaged  in 
general  farming.  In  early  life  he  had  taught  school. 
He  was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Hopkin- 
ton, and  in  politics  was  a Democrat.  In  his  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  first  a Seventh  Day  Baptist, 
belonging  to  the  church  at  Rockville,  later  becom- 
ing a member  af  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Hope  Valley.  Fie  died  in  the  spring  of  1880,  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year.  By  his  wife  Mary  Crandall, 
he  had  children : Elizabeth  married  a Davis,  and 
is  deceased ; Moses  D.,  deceased,  married  Marcia 
Palmer,  and  had  one  son,  Ezra  P.,  of  Exeter,  R.  1. ; 
Phebe  married  Amos  Mitchell ; Daniel  C.  married 
Lydia  Richmond ; Hannah  married  Henry  Palmer ; 
Susan  married  William  Kenyon;  Benjamin,  de- 
ceased, married  Mary  J.  Philips,  and  had  a son, 
Napoleon  B.,  *M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  Conn.;  Julia 
married  (first)  Tyler  Palmer,  and  (second)  John 
Whipple;  and  John  and  Isaac,  twins,  died  young. 
Moses  B.  Lewis  gave  each  of  his  boys  a farm,  and 
to  each  of  his  daughters  money  equal  to  the  valu- 
ation of  the  farms. 

(VI)  Daniel  Clark  Lewis  spent  his  boyhood  and 
school  days  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  He  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war,  but  was  not  accepted.  After 
his  marriage  he  moved  to  a farm  in  Exeter  where 
he  continued  to  live.  Their  children  were ; Her- 
bert E.,  born  Oct.  19,  1862  ; and  Byron  C.,  who  died 
young.  Daniel  Clark  Lewis  died  March  20,  1879; 
his  wife  died  March  10,  1871,  and  they  are  buried 
in  the  Lewis  Homestead  cemetery  in  Exeter. 
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(VII)  Herbert  Edward  Lewis,  one  of  the  best 
known  merchants  in  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.,  was  born 
in  Exeter,  Oct.  19,  1862.  There  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  early  school  days,  living  on  the  farm  with 
his  uncle,  Robert  Richmond,  who  had  moved  to  the 
Lewis  home  farm.  On  Jan.  28,  1883,  he  married 
Addie  May,  daughter  of  Gardner  Barber,  of  Exeter, 
R.  I.,  and' Roxy  (Tanner)  Barber.  Their  children 
are:  Nellie  May,  born  Aug.  28,  1887,  in  Exeter; 
Annie  Delia,  born  July  26,  1892,  in  Richmond;  and 
Herbert  Clark,  born  June  19,  1902,  in  Hopkinton. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  Lewis  began  teaching 
in  Exeter,  and  continued  in  that  profession  for  a 
number  of  years.  On  May  i,  1892,  he  engaged  in 
general  mercantile  business  at  Wood  River  Junc- 
tion, serving  as  postmaster  there  from  July,  1892, 
until  he  left  there.  On  Jan.  i,  1901,  he  moved  to 
Hope  Valley,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the 
same  business.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was 
nominated  in  Exeter  for  State  Senator,  but  refused. 
He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1885;  asses- 
sor, in  1886;  and  State  representative  in  1887,  serv- 
ing for  three  years.  For  many  years  from  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  was  clerk  of  the  school  board  in 
Exeter.  ' He  was  auditor  and  member  of  school 
committee  in  Richmond  in  1893,  and  served  to 
1900,  and  in  the  town  council  1894-95-96.  From 
1898  to  1901  he  was  town  moderator.  He  was 
elected  member  of  the  town  council  in  Hopkinton 
in  1903,  and  has  been  re-elected  each  year  since, 
serving  now ; collector  of  taxes  in  1904,  and  has 
been  notary  public  since  1887.-  Fraternally  he  has 
been  a member  of  Charity  Lodge  No.  23,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  since  1892,  and  was  its  master  in  1904;  of 
Franklin  Chapter  since  1896.  He  joined  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  in  1902,  and  Hope  Valley  Grange  in  1887, 
being  master  of  the  latter  in  1889-1890. 

(V)  Nathan  Barber  Lewis,  son  of  James  (3), 

born  IMarch  5 (or  30),  1790,  married  Sally  Rich- 
mond, daughter  of  Stephen  of  Exeter,  and 
their  children  were:  James,  born  Oct.  ii, 
1810;  Lucy,  July  2,  1813;  Thankful,  Feb. 

26,  1816:'  Esther.  Aug.  20,  1818;  Nathan 

Barber,  Sept.  3,  1825  (died  June  20,  1899)  ; 

and  Sally  Ann,  Oct.  9,  1827.  The  father  of 

these  died  in  1830. 

(VI)  James  Lewis  (4),  son  of  Nathan  Barber, 
born  Oct.  ii,  1810,  married  (first)  Sept.  2,  1838, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Lodwick  Sisson,  of  Hopkinton. 
Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  there  fell  upon 
James  before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  the  bur- 
dens and  responsibilities  of  the  household,  his 
widowed  mother  and  five  younger  children  being 
largely  dependent  upon  hini.  This  condition  of 
affairs,  however,  developed  his  character,  brought 
out  those  rugged  qualities  of  mind  which  afterward 
became  the  great  mainspring  of  his  success  in  life. 
His  early  days  were  contemporary  with  the  primi- 
tive schools  of  the  rural  town  in  which  three  months 
in  the  winter  for  a few  years  was  all  a poor  farmer’s 
son  might  hope  to  enjov.  His  early  religious  train- 


ing was  under  Methodist  influences,  and  he  becaine 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Rockville,  where  his  first  wife,  Mary  Sisson,  also 
belonged.  This  society  subsequently  removed  its 
church  building  to  Locustville  and  Mr.  Lewis  found 
it  convenient  to  worship  nearer  home  with  the  Bap- 
tist Society  at  Woody  Hill.  Although  this  change  in 
his  church  relations  did  not  indicate  any  change 
of  faith  or  creed  on  his  part,  yet  he  was  made  a 
deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  maintained  that 
relation  for  fifteen  or  more  years.  When  the 
Woody  Hill  church  was  disbanded  Deacon  Lewis 
and  his  second  wife,  Fanny  M.  Hall,  became  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Locustville,  where  he 
afterward  worshiped. 

Deacon  Lewis  lived  to  advanced  years,  his  resi- 
dence being  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  where 
his  ancestors  had  lived  for  two  centuries,  and  to 
the  last  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  mental  and 
physical  vigor.  He  died  bVb.  4,  1897.  He  was  the 
wealthiest  man  in  Exeter,  whose  fortune,  developed 
by  a single  generation,  was  wrung  entirely  from  the 
unfriendly  face  of  the  earth. 

Deacon  Lewis  was  a man  of  remarkable  indus- 
try, strong  religious  convictions  and  unswerving 
honesty.  He  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  community  in  a high  degree.  Never  having 
time  and  perhaps  little  inclination  for  social  enjoy- 
ment and  for  the  formation  of  a large  acquaintance 
with  men,  in  the  circle  where  he  was  known  he 
was  regarded  as  having  been  a man  o-f  marked 
financial  ability  and  moral  worth. 

To  the  marriage  of  Deacon  Lewis  and  Miss 
Mary  Sisson  came  the  following  named  children : 
James  Harrison,  born  Aug.  16,  1840,  died  when 
two  years  of  age;  Nathan  Barber,  born  Feb.  26, 
1842;  Mary  Frances,  born  Oct.  10,  1845,  married 
George  F.  Barber;  John  Nelson,  born  April  23, 
1847;  and  Saunders  and  Peleg,  twins,  born  May  3, 
1849,  of  whom  Saunders  was  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a practicing 
physician  at  Usquepaug,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  in 
August,  1872,  while  Peleg  died  Feb.  17,  1869,  after 
just  entering  on  a career  as  a teacher.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  an  estimable  wonT^^n,  of  re- 
markable good  sense  and  to  the  close  of  her  life. 
May  3,  1849,  she  bore  her  part  in  the  plans  and 
purposes  of  her  husband,  whose  schemes  of  accumu- 
lating property  were  then  beginning  to  be  realized. 
On  Feb.  9,  1850,  Deacon  Lewis  married  (second) 
Miss  Frances  M.  Hall,  born  in  1809,  daughter  of 
Moses  Hall,  of  Rockville,  R.  I.  She  died  in  April, 
1888. 

(VH)  Judge  Natii.xn  Barber  Lewis,  son  of 
James  (4),  born  Feb.  26,  1842,  at  the  homestead 
in  Exeter,  R.  I,,  married  (first)  March  7,  1869, 
Miss  Rowena  K.  Lillibridge.  She  died  July  8, 
1879,  and  he  married  Aug.  15,  1880,  Miss  Nettie 
Chester,  born  May  31,  1850.  daughter  of  Oliver  B. 
and  Fanny  E.  (Sisson)  Chester.  Four  children 
were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  namely : Aubrey 
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C.,  a graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  and  afterward 
a law  student,  and  now  with  the  Westerly  Rail- 
way and  Lighting  Company ; Agnes  Mabel ; How- 
ard; and  Nathan  Richmond,  the  latter  three  dying 
in  infancy. 

Deacon  Lewis,  the  father  of  Judge  Lewis,  with 
habits  of  ceaseless  industry  firmly  anchored  in  his 
nature,  bent  all  the  forces  at  his  command  to  the 
acquisition  of  wealth,  and  thus  his  boys,  so  long 
as  they  remained  at  the  farm,  were  safely  shielded 
from  forming  idle  habits,  and  a brief  interval  in 
winter  was  the  natural  limit  of  their  school  ad- 
vantages as  first. 

On  the  intellectual  development  of  Judge  Lewis 
the  private  select  school^  and  the  seminary  at  East 
Greenwich  exerted  positive  and  permanent  influ- 
ences, and  when  seventeen  years  old  he  taught  his 
first  term  at  Griswold,  Conn.,  where  his  father’s 
brother,  N.  B.  Lewis,  a prominent  and  wealthy 
farmer,  resided.  On  Aug.  15,  1862,  Judge  Lewis 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  F,  7th  Rhode  Is- 
land Regiment,  and  without  a day’s  absence  for 
any  reason  he  shared  the  fortunes  of  the  Seventh 
until  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June  9,  1865. 
At  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  where  Greeley  says 
ten  thousand  men  were  cut  down  in  twenty  minutes. 
Sergeant  Lewis  was  one  of  only  seven  men  in  Com- 
pany F,  who  came  out  of  the  fight  unhurt.  During 
the  war  he  participated  in  all  the  campaigns  of  the 
regiment,  and  acted  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
as  company  clerk  and  regimental  postmaster,  also 
serving  in  the  color  guard. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Lewis  completed  a mathe- 
matical and  commercial  course  at  East  Greenwich, 
and  was  variously  engaged  until  the  spring  of  1869, 
when  he  began  three  years  of  farm  life  near  his 
birthplace,  in  Exeter.  That  spring  he  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature,  and  held  the  seat  three  successive 
terms.  In  May,  1872,  he  purchased  a farn\  at 
Pine  Hill,  near  the  center  of  Exeter,  where  he  re- 
sided until  the  summer  of  1888.  In  these  sixteen 
years  the  course  of  public  affairs  in  the  town  was 
modified  and  molded  very  largely  by  the  acts  and 
influence  of  this  young  man,  who  held  many  of  the 
town  offices  during  that  period,  and  it  is  safe  to 
record  it  here  that  at  the  end  of  his  sixteenth  year 
as  town  clerk  of  Exeter  that  town  had  not  another 
man  so  popular  as  he.  His  services  as  superintend- 
ent of  schools,  assessor  of  taxes,  postmaster,  coro- 
ner and  trial  justice  at  various  times  made  him 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  people,  and  he  has 
very  often  been  named  in  wills  and  otherwise  to 
settle  private  estates. 

In  May,  1886,  on  the  establishment  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  he  was  elected  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  preside  over  the  Second  Judicial  district  of 
the  State,  which  embraces  the  town  of  Exeter, 
North  Kingstown,  South  Kingstown  and  Narra- 
gansett.  Owing  to  the  distance  from  railroads  he 
sold  his  farm  on  Pine  Hill,  Exeter,  and  removed 
to  Wickford  in  June,  1888,  where  he  resided  until 


1894.  He  then  removed  to  West  Kingston,  where 
that  year  he  completed  his  home.  He  has  served 
continuously  on  the  Bench  of  the  Second  district 
by  re-appointment,  since  his  first  election  in  1886. 
In  July,  1890,  Judge  Lewis  opened  a law  office  in 
Westerly,  R.  L,  where  he  enjoys  a large  practice 
for  a country  squire,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
settling  a large  number  of  estates.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  commission  appointed  to  build  the  new 
county  court  house  of  Washington  county,  and  was 
chairman  of  that  commission.  In  1895  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Supreme  Court  a standing  Master 
in  Giiancery  for  Washington  county. 

Being  specific  in  the  matter  of  local  offices  held 
by  Judge  Lewis,  he  was  postmaster  at  Pine  Hill, 
R.  L,  from  July  i,  1872,  to  April,  1876,  when  he 
resigned  to  accept  a seat  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  was  re-appointed  in  1879,  holding  the  office 
until  1888.  He  was  a member  of  the  School  com- 
mittee of  Exeter  from  June,  1866,  to  June,  1887, 
and  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  greater  part 
of  that  time.  He  was  assessor  of  taxes  from  June, 
1875,  to  June,  1888;  was  trial  justice  of  Exeter 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  District  Court ; 
was  coroner  of  the  town  of  Exeter  from  July,  1873, 
to  June,  1886;  and  was  moderator  of  North  Kings- 
town from  1889  to  1892;  auditor  of  town  accounts 
from  1890  to  1894.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Westerly 
Railway  & Lighting  Company ; of  the  IMystic  Elec- 
tric & Gas  Light  Company ; of  the  South  Shore  Gas 
& Electric  Company ; of  the  Westerly  & Hopkinton 
Railway  Company ; and  of  the  Pawcatuck  VMlley 
Street  Railway  Company. 

Judge  Lewis  has  cultivated  his  social  tastes 
through  membership  with  various  societies  and  or- 
ders. He  is  a member  of  Charles  C.  Baker  Post, 
No.  15,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  past  commander, 
and  was  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Department  of 
Rhode  Island,  1890-93.  He  has  served  as  president 
of  the  Seventh  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Association 
continuously  since  1893.  He  is  a member  of  Exe- 
ter Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  having  been  through  all  the 
chairs,  and  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge ; is  a 
Past  Chief  Patriarch  of  Uncas  Encampment,  1.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Wickford,  a member  of  Orilla  Lodge,  D. 
of  R.,  Peacedale,  R.  1. ; of  Exeter  Grange,  P.  of  H., 
and  Washington  County  Pomona  Grange ; of 
Charity  Lodge,  No.  23,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Hope  Val- 
ley ; of  Franklin  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Hope 
Valley,  and  of  Narragansett  Commandery,  K.  T., 
of  Westerly.  Airs.  Lewis  is  also  a member  of 
Exeter  Grange.  P.  of  H.,  and  of  Washing- 
ton County  Pomona  Grange,  taking  a prominent 
part  in  these  organizations.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  also 
a member  of  Narragansett  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
and  has  l>een  secretary  and  historian  of  her 
chapter,  and  treasurer  of  the  State  organization. 
Mr.  Lewis’s  political  affiliations  have  been  with  the 
Republican  party.  In  religion  he  is  an  Unitarian. 
He  is  Supreme  Herald  of  the  Loyal  Lewis  Legion. 

(VH)  Hon.  John  Nelson  Lewis,  son  of  James 
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(4),  born  April  23,  1847,  at  the  homestead  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  married  in  1873,  Eliza  Nietta  Lee, 
of  Voluntown,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Bertha  E.  Mr.  Lewis  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  to  habits  of  economy  and  industry,  and  in  sea- 
son he  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. He  also  attended  private  schools  and  later 
took  a commercial  course  in  Scholfield’s  Business 
College  at  Providence.  Since  1872  Mr.  Lewis  has 
been  a resident  of  Connecticut,  located  at  Volun- 
town.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Briggs  Manufacturing 
Company.  Mr.  Lewis  at  once  on  his  removal  to 
\'oluntown  manifested  an  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  people  of  that  community  and  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  town.  His  fellow  townsmen  soon 
recognized  in  him  a capable  man,  and  one  of  force, 
and  he  was  made  postmaster,  holding  the  office 
under  the  Grant  and  Arthur  administrations.  He 
has  been  town  treasurer  of  Voluntown  for  years. 
He  has  held  several  local  offices  in  the  town,  and 
been  honored  by  a seat  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  in  1888  and  1890, 
and  in  1897  he  served  in  the  Connecticut  Senate. 

COLT.  The  Colts  of  Bristol,  while  not  an  old 
family  of  this  Commonwealth,  are  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  married  into  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ted  families  of  Rhode  Island — that  of  De  Wolf, 
through  which  they  are  connected  with  some  of  the 
illustrious  and  historic  characters  in  New  England 
annals.  The  Bristol  Colts,  comprised  now  of  the 
posterity  of  the  late  Christopher  and  Theodora  (De- 
Wolf)  Colt,  of  whom  the  heads  of  families  are  the 
Hon.  Le  Baron  Bradford  Colt,  Judge  of  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court,  and  Hon.  Samuel  Pomeroy 
Colt,  lawyer,  banker  and  manufacturer,  president 
of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  of  Providence, 
and  of  the  National  India  Rubber  Company  of 
Bristol,  and  as  well  of  a number  of  financial  institu- 
tions, are  in  the  paternal  line  of  Connecticut  stock. 
These  Colt  brothers  of  Bristol,  which  in  main  has 
been  their  home  since  early  manhood,  themselves 
prominent  men,  number  among  tbeir  ancestors 
Capt.  John  Colt,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wind- 
sor, Conn. ; Capt.  Mark  Anthony  De  Wolf,  a man 
of  marked  character  and  intelligence,  whose  eight 
sons  all  attained  respected  and  honorable  positions 
in  society,  one  of  whom,  Hon.  James  DeWolf,  oc- 
cupied a seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
Congress,  was  conspicuous  in  the  Revolution,  be- 
came a merchant  prince  and  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  his  time  in  the  United  States;  the  several 
Bradfords,  of  “Mayflower,”  Plymouth  Colony  and 
Rhode  Island  note;  Surgeon  Francis  Le  Baron,  the 
“Nameless  Nobleman”  of  Jane  Austin’s  novel; 
Hon.  Henry  Goodwin,  tbe  distinguished  lawyer 
and  attorney-general  of  Rhode  Island  of  more  than 
a century  ago,  and  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  Colt,  of 
Hartforcl,  an  uncle  of  the  Colt  brothers,  and  for 
whom  one  was  named,  who  achieved  distinction 
and  wealth  as  the  inventor  of  the  Colt’s  revolver 


and  founder  of  the  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manu- 
facturing Company,  which  is  still  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  successful  establishments  of  its  kind 
in  the  country. 

The  Colt  brothers  in  paternal  line  are  direct 
descendants  in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
Colt,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  1668,  through  Capt.  John, 
Deacon  Benjamin,  Lieut.  Benjamin,  Christopher 
and  Christopher  Colt  (2).  These  generations  in 
detail  and  in  the  order  named  follow. 

(I)  John  Colt,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  1668  (placed 
by  some  writers  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  1638),  married 
(first)  Mary  Fitch,  and  (second)  Ann  Skinner, 
daughter  of  Mary  (Loomis)  Skinner,  and  had 
issue : Sarah,  John,  Abraham,  Joseph,  Jonathan, 
Jabez  and  Esther. 

(H)  Capt.  John  Colt,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  born  in 
1658,  married  Mary  Lord.  He  lived  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Jan. 
2,  1751,  in  his  ninety-third  year.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  three  daughters,  whose 
names  are  unknown  to  us,  and  two  sons,  Benjamin 
and  Samuel. 

(III)  Deacon  Benjamin  Colt,  of  Lyme,  Conn., 
born  in  1698,  married  May  26,  1724,  Miriam  Har- 
ris, and  had  issue : John,  Joseph,  Mary,  Sarah, 
Temperance,  Harris,  Polly,  Sally,  Benjamin  and 
Peter.  Deacon  Colt  died  Oct.  4,  1754. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Benjamin  Colt,  born  in  1738,  mar- 
ried, in  1761,  Lucretia  Ely,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and 
bad  issue:  Benjamin,  Lucretia,  Daniel,  Lucretia 
(2),  Ethelinda,  Amy,  Betsey,  Lucretia  (3),  Elisha 
and  Christopher.  Lieutenant  Colt  removed  to  Had- 
ley, Alass.,  where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Aug.  30,  1781.  His  widow  died  Maxell  3, 
1826,  aged  eighty-three  years. 

(V)  Christopher  Colt,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  was 
born  Aug.  30,  1780,  and  married  (first)  April  4, 
180^,  Sarah  Caldwell,  who  died  June  16,  1821,  and 
(second)  Alarch  12,  1823,  Olivia  Sergeant.  Mr. 
Colt  died  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  April  5,  1850.  His 
children  were:  Margaret  C.,  born  April  i,  1806; 
Sarah  A.,  Feb.  22,  1808;  John  C.,  March  12,  1810; 
Christopher,  iMarch  2,  1812;  Samuel,  July  19,  1814 
(was  the  inventor  of  the  Colt’s  revolver,  and 
founder  of  the  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  iManu- 
facturing  Company  of  Hartford,  Conn.)  ; James  B., 
October  16,  t8i6;  Mary,  June  30,  1819;  Norman 

K. ,  May  5,  1821  ; William  H.,  Oct.  25,  1824;  iMary 

L. ,  July  29,  1826;  and  Olivia  P.,  born  Sept.  16, 
1828. 

(VI)  Christopher  Colt  (2),  of  Hartford,  was 
born  March  2,  1812,  and  married  Nov.  14,  1837, 
Theodora  Goujand  DeWolf,  daughter  of  Gen. 
George  DeWolf,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.  Mr.  Colt  died  in 
Hartford  May  29,  1855.  His  children  were  as  fol- 
low : George,  Isabella,  LeBaron  B.  and  Samuel 
Pomeroy. 

(VII)  LeB.xron  Br.vdford  Colt,  born  June  25, 
1846,  married  Dec.  17,  1873,  Mary  Louise  Ledyard, 
and  their  children  were  born  as  follows : Theodora 
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L.,  ^n.  29,  1875;  LeBaron  C.,  Feb.  26,  1877;  Guy  staff  of  Gov.  Henry  Lippitt,  with  rank  of  Colonel, 
.,  Uec.  4,  1878  (died  Nov.  17,  1885);  Alary  L.,  in  1875-76-77.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the 
y 25>  1880;  Elizabeth  L.,  Oct.  29,  1887;  General  Assembly  from  Bristol,  serving  in  1876- 

eatnce,  1892.  ^ Assistant  Attorney  General  of 

Judge  LeBaron  B.  Colt  is  one  of  the  most  Rhode  Island,  1879-80-81;  he  was  elected  as  a Re- 
promment  figures  to-day  in  the  United  States  Cir-  publican  candidate  for  Attorney  General  of  Rhode 
cult  court.  He  was  born  in  Dedham,  Mass.  After  Island,  1882-83-84-85.  After  his  term  of  office  he 
a preparatory  course  at  Williston  Seminary  he  en-  again  visited  Europe.  He  founded  the  Industrial 
eied  lale  College,  in  1864,  and  graduated  in  1868.  Trust  Company,  of  Providence,  in  1887,  and  re- 
e t en  entered  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  organized  the  National  Rubber  Company  of  Bris- 
an  a ter  h^  graduation,  in  1870,  spent  a year  tol  in  1888.  He  has  been  the  president  of  the  In- 
rave ing  in  Europe.  On  his  return  to  this  country  dustrial  Trust  Company  and  National  India  Rubber 
^ e sett  ed  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Chicago,  remain-  Company  since  their  organization, 
mg  t lere  until  1876.  In  that  year  he  returned  The  Colt  brothers  in  maternal  line  descend  from 
^ a^  and  located  in  Rhode  Island,  having  his  office  Charles  DeWolf,  of  Guadeloupe,  one  of  the  French 
in  rovidence  and  his  home  in  Bristol,  his  present  West  Indies,  who  is  the  ancestor  of  the  commonlv 
place  of  residence.  From  1876  to  188  r he  was  asso-  styled  Rhode  Island  DeWolfs.  ' Charles  DeWolf, 
cia  ed  in  partnephip  with  Hon.  Francis  Colwell,  however,  was  of  Connecticut  ancestry,  being  fourth 

a er  city  solicitor  of  Providence.  From  in  line  from  Balthasar  DeWolf,  the  first  known 

79  to  1881  Mr.  Colt  was  a member  of  American,  ancestor  of  the  Rhode  Island  family, 
e Riode^  Island  Legislature,  and  was  ap-  who  is  of  record  at  Hartford,  1656,  later  at 
pointed  United  States  District  Judge  for  Wethersfield,  and  still  later  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  from 

10  e s and  by  President  Garfield  in  March  whom  his  lineage  is  through  Edward  and  Charles 

of  the  latter  year.  In  July,  1884,  he  received  the  DeWolf. 

appointment  of  United  States  Circuit  Judge  from  From  (I)  Charles  DeWolf,  of  Guadeloupe,  who 
resi  ent  Arthur,  which  appointment  he  now  holds,  was  a millwright  and  probably  trader,  and  went 
Ju  ge  Co  t Ls  a nian  of  fine  presence,  strict  integ-  thither  in  early  manhood  from  Lyme,  Conn.,  the 
ri  y and  unbiased  judgment,  and  universally  loved  lineage  of  the  Colt  brothers  in  Bristol  is  through 
and  respected,  not  only  by  his  associates  on  the  Edward,  Charles,  Charles  (2),  Capt.  Mark  An- 
^encn  but  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  thony  (of  Bristol  R.  I.),  Capt.  Charles,  Gen. 

1 known  and  esteemed  among  the  George,  and  Theodora  Gotijand  (DeWolf)  Colt,  all 

electrical  fraternity  is  made  evident  by  the  univer-  of  Bristol, 
sal  expression  of  opinion  when  the  recent  Edison- 
Bacon  Lamp  case  was  to  come  before  him,  that 
“no  better  man  could  have  been  selected”  (“Elec- 
trical Review,”  1893). 

(VII)  Samuel  Pomeroy  Colt,  born  Jan.,  10, 

1852,  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  married  Jan.  12,  1881,  ter. 
gizabeth  Aletchelson  Bullock,  daughter  of  the  late  ’(V)  Capt.  Alark  Anthony  DeWolf  (1726-1793) 
Hon.  J.  Russell  and  Susan  Amelia  (DeWolf)  Bui-  and  Abigail  Potter. 

lock,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  to  them  came  children  (VI)  Hon.  Charles  DeWolf  (1745-1820)  and 

as  follows;  Samuel  P.,  born  Oct.  16,  1881,  who'  Alary  Tyler. 

died  Nov.  4 1890;  Russell  G.,  born  Oct.  i,  1882;  (VH)  Gen.  George  DeWolf  (1778.-1844)  and 

anc  os^ll  C.,  born  Oct.  10,  1889.  Charlotte  Patten  Goodwin,  the  latter  a daughter 

,,  Pomeroy  Colt  is  president  of  the  of  Hon.  Henry  Goodwin,  a distinguished  lawyer 

ni  ed  States  Rubber  Company  and  also  president  of  Newport  and  at  one  time  attorney-general  of 
o.  le  Industrial  Trust  Company,  at  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  and  his  wife.  Alary  (Bradford) 
e ^ceived  his  early  education — from  five  to  ten — Goodwin.  Air.  Goodwin  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
a ^ artford.  Conn.,  and  afterward  attended  at  and  Hannah  (LeBaron)  Goodwin,  and  through  his 
ristol,  R.  I.,  and  Anthon  s Grammar  School,  New  mother  a direct  descendant  -of  Dr.  Francis  Le 
or  . At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  Alass-  Baron,  of  Plymouth,  Alass.,  through  Dr.  Lazarus 
aciusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  where  LeBaron  and  wife  Lydia  (Bartlett),  who  on  her 
e remmned  three  years,  graduating  from  there  in  mother’s  side  was  a granddaughter  of  Lieut. 

Passed  a year  traveling  in  Europe,  1873-  Erancis  Griswold  and  on  her  father’s  side  a grand- 
I 74.  Cln  his  return,  in  the  autumn  of  1874,  he  daughter  of  Alary  Warren,  of  the  “Alayflower.” 
entered  the  Columbia  Law  School,  New  York,  Alary  (Bradford)  Goodwin  (above)  was  descended 
graduating  in  die  spring  of  1876,  and  was  ad-  from  William  Bradford,  of  the  “Alayflower”  and 
mit  ed  to  the  New  Aork  Bar  in  Alay,  1876.  He  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony,  through' Alaj.  Wil- 
len  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Thurston  & Ripley,  liam  (of  the  Colonial  troops,  wounded  in  King 
roMdence,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Philip’s  war,  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony  etc.), 
ar  Jan.  i,  1877.  He  was  aide-de-camp  on  the  Alaj.  John  (deputy  of  Plymouth  Colony,  who  mar- 


(II)  Edward  DeWolf  and  Rebecca  (1642- 
1712). 

(HI)  Charles  DeWolf  and  Patience  White 
(1673-1731). 

(IV)  Charles  DeWolf  (2)  and  Alargaret  Pot- 
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ried  a granddaughter  of  Richard  Warren,  of  the 
“Maydower”),  Lieut.  Samuel  and  Gov.  William 
Bradford  (of  Bristol,  R.  I.),  the  last  deputy-gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  Colony  and  the  first  of  the  State, 
who  was  for  eighteen  years  Speaker  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Assembly  and  United  States  senator,  who 
married  Mary  LeBaron,  sister  of  Hannah  (above). 

(VIII)  Theodora  Goujand  DeWolf  (1820- 
1901)  and  Christopher  Colt. 

The  Gen.  George  DeWolf  homestead,  “Linden 
Place,”  at  Bristol — the  girlhood  home  of  Mrs. 
Theodora  Goujand  (DeWolf)  Colt,  and  to  which 
she  again  came  in  the  middle  sixties  with  her  chil- 
dren, and  which  was  her  home  until  called  from 
earth,  and  which  is  still  in  the  family,  the  home 
of  her  distinguished  son,  Hon.  Samuel  Pomeroy 
Colt — has  connected  with  it  no  little  interest  of 
historic  character.  “Linden  Place”  stands  to-day 
pre-eminently  the  finest  residence  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  town.  This  beautiful  house,  with 
its  long  approach  of  pavement  of  marble,  with  its 
fine  portico  of  lofty  Corinthian  columns,  its  old- 
fashioned  balustrade  of  intricate  pattern  around  the 
roof,  was  built  in  1811  at  a cost  of  $65,000  by  Gen. 
George  DeWolf.  Here  in  1817  General  DeWMlf 
entertained  President  Monroe.  (Jn  her  return  to 
this  homestead  'in  1866  Mrs.  DeW  olf  Colt,  with 
her  family  of  talented,  attractive  sons,  soon  made 
the  old  house  again  famous  for  its  old-time  hospi- 
tality. Of  fine  literary  tastes,  the  author  of  a vol- 
ume of  published  poems,  fond  of  gathering  about 
her  the  picturesque  and  the  beautiful,  she  ever  cor- 
dially welcomed  alike  highest  official  of  State  and 
humblest  acquaintance.  Of  her  two  surviving  sons, 
LeBaron  rose  to  be  United  States  Circuit  Judge, 
and  after  his  marriage  established  his  own  home 
in  Bristol,  and  later  a winter  home  in  Providence. 
The  youngest,  Samuel  Pomeroy,  remained  in  his 
mother’s  home,  the  beautiful  home  of  his  ancestors. 
Deeply  attached  to  each  other,  mother  and  son 
united  to  .make  the  old  i)lace  noted  for  its  open 
hospitality.  Here  was  entertained,  in  1883,  Presi- 
dent Arthuj-,  as  earlier  another  family — William 
Henry  DeWolf — entertained  President  Jackson, 
whose  portrait  hangs  in  the  spacious  hall  as  a mem- 
orial of  his  visit.  Here  Mrs.  Colt  passed  away 
Sept.  15,  1901,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

IMrs.  Samuel  Pomeroy  Colt,  too,  is  of  distin- 
guished parentage  and  ancestry.  Her  grandfather, 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Bullock,  and  her  father,  Hon.  J. 
Russell  Bullock,  both  of  Bristol,  were  eminent 
lawyers,  the  latter  a distinguished  judge  and  both 
prominent  public  men  in  Bristol  and  the  State,  in 
turn,  for  only  a little  less  than  a century.  IMrs.  Colt 
is  on  her  father’s  side  a descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Richard  Bullock,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  1643,  lineage  being  through  Deacon 
Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  William,  Samuel  (3),  Na- 
thaniel and  J.  Russell  Bullock ; and,  on  her  mother’s 
side,  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Alark  Anthony 
DeWolf,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  merchant  and  ship  owner. 


through  Hon.  John,  a merchant  and  ship  owner, 
later  considered  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  New 
England,  legislator.  Presidential  elector,  etc..  Prof. 
John,  a distinguished  scholar  in  English,  Latin, 
Greek,  professor  in  Brown  University,  and  Susan 
Amelia  (DeWolf)  Bullock.  * 

HON.  ASA  SHELDON  BRIGGS,  one  of  the 
successful  woolen  manufacturers  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a man  who  represented  as  high  a type  of  a 
citizen  as  could  be  found  in  the  State,  was  a descend- 
ant of  an  old  South  County  family.  Since  the 
earlier  years  of  the  last  century  the  name  of  Briggs 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  industrial, 
business  and  professional  life  of  southern  Rhode 
Island  ana  eastern  Connecticut,  and,  from  a period 
slightly  subsequent  the  identification  of  the  family 
in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  has  been  a foremost 
and  substantial  one,  contributing  largely  to  the  in- 
dustrial thrift  and  always  to  the  social  and  pro- 
fessional life  of  the  community.  The  late  Hon.  Asa 
Sheldon  Briggs,  of  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  had  a long  and 
successful  career  as  a manufacturer,  beginning  as 
an  employe  in  what  is  now  the  Ashaway  Woolen 
Company,  and  gradually  advancing  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another  of  additional  responsibility,  through 
the  positions  of  superintendent,  agent-  and  owner. 
The  branch  of  the  Briggs  family  to  which  he  be- 
longed, held  residence  previously  for  a time  in 
Charlestown,  and  still  earlier  the  family  history  is 
with  the  towns  of  Kent  County  and  North  Kings- 
town in  Washington  County.  Asa  S.  Briggs  was 
a representative  of  the  sixth  generation  of  this 
family  from  John  Briggs  of  North  Kingstown,  the 
line  being  as  follows:  John  Briggs,  of  North 
Kingstown;  John  (2);  Ebenezer;  Sweet;  Bowen 
and  Asa  Sheldon. 

(I)  John  Briggs,  of  North  Kingstown,  was 
clerk  of  a military  company  May  20,  1671,  and 
tooTc  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  that  same  date.  He 
was  one  of  six  purchasers  of  a tract  of  land  in 
Narragansett  in  1672.  He  was  made  a freeman  in 
1673,  and  was  constable  in  1687.  He  and  his  wife, 
Frances,  both  died  in  1697. 

(H)  John  Briggs  (2),  son  of  John  and  Frances, 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1668,  and  was  a resident  of  North 
Kingstown.  He  was  a taxpayer  in  1687,  was  a 
freeman  in  1712,  and  he  died  in  1747.  His  wife, 
Sarah,  died  in  1746.  Their  children  were:  John, 
Ebenezer,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Deliverance. 

(HI)  Ebenezer  Briggs,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
married,  Feb.  12,  1746  (East  Greenwich  records), 
to  Eleanor  Sweet,  and  among  their  children  was  a 
son.  Sweet. 

(IV)  Sweet  Briggs,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
about  1756,  married  Alartha  Tanner,  andjdied  in 
South  Kingstown  in  1844.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution ; and  served  in  the  Wash- 
ington County  militia  as  a private.  He  was  a Uni- 
ted States  pensioner,  on  April  10,  1833,  having 
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previously  been  granted  a pension  for  the  above 
service.  In  the  census  of  1840  he  is  given  as  a 
resident  of  South  Kingstown,  and  aged  eighty- 
five  years,  living  with  the  family  of  Stephen 
Greene.  The  children  of  Sweet  and  Martha  (Tan- 
ner) Triggs  were:  Ebenezer,  born  Sept.  8,  1778; 
Daniel,  born  April  ii,  1780;  Sw'eet,  horn  x-\ug. 
13,  1782;  Elizabeth,  horn  Oct.  13,  1784;  William, 
born  Jan.  28,  1787;  Gorton,  born  Feb.  15,  1789; 
Palmer  Fenner,  born  March  12,  1791  ; Bowen,  born 
May  8,  1793;  IMartha,  born  April  5,  1795;  and  Job, 
born  June  13,  1801. 

(V)  Bowen  Briggs,  ‘Son  of  Sweet,  horn  in 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  i\Iay  8,  1793,  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Sheldon,  of  South  Kingstown, 

R.  I.  Mr.  Briggs  removed  from  South  Kings- 
town to  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  an 
industrious  and  energetic  man  as  well  as  a good 
citizen.  His  death  occurred  in  1883.  His  children 
were:  Benjamin,  Rebecca,  Marietta,  Bowen,  Asa 
Sheldon,  Isaac,  Martha,  Elizabeth,  Billings,  Ahby 
and  Susan. 

(VI)  x-\sa  Sheldon  Briggs,  son  of  Bowen  and 
Hannah  (Sheldon)  Briggs,  was  horn  May  28, 
1824,  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.  His  father  being  a 
farmer,  the  son  was  supposed  to  follow  that  same 
business,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days.  The 
lot  of  a farmer’s  son  at  that  time,  on  a Rhode 
Island  farm,  was  marked  by  hut  very  little  idleness, 
as  work  was  plenty,  with  no  improved  machinery, 
while  western  agricultural  products  had  not  yet 
been  introduced  to  drive  out  the  heavy  farming 
as  in  later  years.  Surrounded  by  such  conditions, 
the  country  districts  of  Rhode  Island  of  that  period 
produced  a class  of  young  men  whose  mark  of 
superiority  often  reflected  their  early  training  in 
the  success  and  attainments  of  later  years.  Asa 

S.  Briggs  was  one  of  this  class.  His  educational 
advantages  were  such  as  that  time  and  section 
afforded.  Schooling  for  a farmer  hoy  came  when 
there  was  no  work  to  do,  and  he  attended  school 
usually  for  a short  period  through  the  winter  sea- 
son. The  manifold  duties  of  a farmer  and  the 
prosp'ects  ^f  a life  devoted  to  farm  work  never 
appealed  to  ]\Ir.  Briggs,  yet  he  remained  with  his 
parents  and  gave  to  them  the  benefits  of  his  labors 
until  he  was  about  twenty  years  old.  Leaving  the 
farm  he  went  to  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  where  he  secured 
employment  in  the  woolen  mills  at  that  place,  re- 
ceiving for  his  services  ten  dollars  per  month  and 
board.  Small  as  were  the  wages,  he  gave  his  best 
efforts,  and  whatever  his  duty  he  did  it  the  best 
he  could.  This  practice,  together  with  his  energy 
and  industry,  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  be- 
came proficient  in  the  work  assigned  him,  soon 
attracted  the  attention  of  his  employers.  He  was 
assigned  more  important  work  and  given  positions 
of  greater  responsibility  without  any  seeming 
diminution  of  his  capabilities.  Finally  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  mill,  a relation  that  he  sus- 


tained to  the  concern  for  many  years.  It  was  under 
his  superintendency  that  the  new  mill  was  built 
at  Clark’s  Falls  in  1864.  At  this  time  he  acquired 
a one-eighth  interest  in  the  concern.  Ten  years 
later  he  increased  his  holdings  to  a half  interest  in 
the  property,  which  became  known  as  the  Clark 
Falls  mill,  of  which  he  was  for  years  the  agent. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  seventies  Mr.  Briggs  pur- 
chased the  business  of  T.  R.  Wells  & Co.,  of  Ash- 
away, and  in  1882  purchased  the  mill  property, 
remodelling  the  buildings,  and  equipping  it 
thoroughly  with  new  and  improved  machinery,  and 
to  this  business  he  gave  his  closest  attention.  This 
did  not  relax  until  the  close  of  the  Clark's  Falls 
property,  when  the  burden  was  shifted  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  father  to  those  of  his  son,  Leverett 
A.,  who  was  well-fitted-  for  the  work.  A num- 
ber of  years  previous  to  this  Mr.  Briggs  had  begun 
gradually  to  retire  from  the  business,  which  was 
now  in  capable  hands,  as  in  1898  it  was  incor- 
porated as  the  Ashaway  Woolen  Company,  and  the 
general  management  assumed  by  his  son,  Leverett 
A.  In  1899  the  company  purchased  the  Forest 
Glenn  Mill  and  operated  it  for  some  time  as  Mill 
No.  2,  but  they  disposed  of  this  property  in  De- 
cember, 1905. 

Relieved  of  these  responsibilities  Asa  S.  Briggs 
became  more  of  a retired  man.  It  had  been  his 
custom  for  a number  of  years,  with  his  wife  to 
pass  the  winter  season  in  Daytona,  Florida,  where 
he  owned  a beautiful  home,  and  where  he  delighted 
to  gather  friends  about  him,  and  extend  open- 
handed  hospitality.  His  summers  were  spent  at 
Quonocontaug  Beach,  and  there,  too,  the  latch 
string  was  always  out.  At  other  times  he  was  at 
his  home  in  Ashaway,  living  a restful,  contented 
life.  His  residence  at  the  latter  place  was  his 
home  for  fifty  years,  having  been  built  by  him,  and 
since  the  spring  of  1851,  it  has  been  occupied  by 
his  family.  At  no  time  was  he  able  to  give  up 
all  business  entirely — his  varied  interests  and  na- 
tural energy  rendered  this  impossible.  He  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  village  for 
which  he  had  done  so  much,  and  which  for  so  long 
had  been  dependent  upon  his  industries  for  life. 
He  knew  almost  every  one  in  the  village,  and  every 
one  knew  him.  No  man  could  have  enjoyed  to  any 
greater  extent  the  most  profound  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all.  His  enterprise  and  public  spirit  had 
been  felt  for  years,  his  intere.st  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town  and  community  being  keen  and  continuous. 
His  influence  was  a most  wholesome  one  and  al- 
ways felt.  He  gave  his  support,  moral  and  finan- 
cial, to  all  such  measures  as  to  him  appeared  for 
the  good  of  the  people.  He  was  a man  of  even 
disposition  and  of  quiet  temper,  reproving  when 
necessary  by  a quiet  word  rather  than  by  loud  talk 
and  bluster.  A man  of  few  words,  when  he  did 
talk  it  was  usually  to  the  point.  With  his  success 
in  life  he  was  able'  to  gratifv  every  desire,  yet  his 
greatest  pleasure  was  not  found  in  what  his  money 
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could  buy,  but  in  his  home,  his  family  and  his 
grandchildren,  in  all  of  which  he  was  justified  in 
manifesting  the  greatest  pride. 

W Idle  a stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party 
from  its  organization,  it  was  not  until  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  that  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs.  He  was  for  several  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  of  Hopkinton,  and  also 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly  ol 
Rhode  Island.  A man  of  excellent  judgment  and 
large  business  experience,  his  services  in  the  lower 
house  on  important  committees,  among  them  that 
of  Manufacturing,  were  valuable  to  both  his  town 
and  State.  He  was  a director  of  the  Ashaway 
National  Bank.  In  his  youth  Mr.  Briggs  became  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Charlestown,  but 
after  coming  to  Ashaway  he  observed  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Sabbatarian  Church,  and  contributed 
to  its  support. 

On  Feb.  it,  1847,  Hr.  Briggs  married  Miss 
Flary  C.  Burdick,  of  Hopkinton,  where  she  was 
born  July  8,  1827,  daughter  of  Thompson  and  Mary 
(Burdick)  Burdick.  To  this  union  the  following 
children  were  born:  Benjamin  F.,  born  Jan.  19, 
1849,  May  14,  1857;  Alexander  B.,  born  Nov. 
12,  1850,  is  a physician  at  Ashaway;  Charles  H., 
born  in  1853,  died  Nov.  18,  1855  ! Mary  C.,  born 
Dec.  18,  1855,  died  May  12,  1857;  Leverett  A., 
born  June  6,  1858,  is  a woolen  manufacturer  at 
Ashaway;  Carrie  L.,  born  April  22,  i860,  married 
Rev.  E.  P.  Saunders,  of  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
four  children,  M.  Ethel,  Gertrude  L.,  Harold  B. 
and  Edward;  Jessie  F.,  born  March  31,  1862,  mar- 
ried Rev.  William  C.  Whitford,  professor  of 
Hebrew  at  Alfred  University,  Alfred,  N.  Y. ; and 
Mary  E.,  born  April  i,  1865,  married  Charles 
W.  Clarke  of  Ashaway,  and  has  a daughter,  Jes- 
sie A. 

Asa  S.  Briggs  died  April  14,  1901,  at  Daytona, 
Florida.  In  commenting  upon  his  death  the  daily 
pressi  said  in  part : “The  town  of  Hopkinton  and  the 
village  of  Ashaway  lost  one  of  their  foremost  busi- 
ness men  and  useful  citizens.”  Mr.  Briggs  left  a 
large  estate  which  had  been  accumulated  from  his 
own  efforts.  His  married  life  of  more  than  fifty-four 
years,  included  the  assistance  of  a wife  in  whose 
selection  he  was  most  fortunate.  Her  valuable  aid 
in  counsel,  words  of  encouragement,  and  manage- 
ment in  the  home,  were  no  small  items  in  his  suc- 
cess. The  widow  yet  survives  and  occupies  the 
old  homestead  when  not  at  the  Florida  home  or 
the  seashore.  She  is  a well-preserved  lady  for  her 
years — one  with  the  priceless  faculty  of  growing 
old  gracefully — whose  charming  character  and 
jovial  disposition  are  always  in  evidence.  The 
devotion  of  her  children  and  grandchildren,  like 
her  pleasure  therefrom,  is  beautiful  to  witness. 

ALEXANDER  B.  BRIGGS.  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
prominent  and  successful  practitioners  of  Southern 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  Nov.  12,  1850,  in  Hopkin- 


ton, R.  L,  and  in  Hopkinton  Academy  he  spent  his 
early  school  days.  He  attended  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  Harvard  University,  graduating  in 
June,  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  the 
youngest  man  in  his  class.  He  began  practice  with 
Dr.  J.  H.  Merrill,  of  Potter  Hill,  with  whom  he 
remained  two  years.  After  his  marriage  in  1874 
he  practiced  one  year  in  Westerly,  since  when  he 
has  been  located  in  Ashaway.  Dr.  Briggs  has 
built  up  and  enjoys  one  of  the  largest  country  prac- 
tices in  the  State.  Probably  not  another  physician 
in  Rhode  Island,  in  a village  the  size  of  Ash- 
away, has  so  extensive  an  office  practice  as  has 
Dr.  Briggs. 

In  medical  circles  throughout  the  State  the 
Doctor  is  well  known,  having  for  more  than  fifteen 
years  been  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
He  is  an  incorporator  of  the  Washington  County 
Medical  Society,  and  has  served  two  terms  as  its 
president.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Pan  American  Medical  Congress,  and  American 
Public  Flealth  Association.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
Narragansett  Lodge,  No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Westerly. 

Dr.  Briggs  has  extensive  and  varied  business 
interests  aside  from  his  professional,  work.  He  is 
president  of  the  Ashaway  Savings  Bank ; president 
of  the  Ashaway  Woolen  Company ; vice-president 
of  the  Tennessee  Line  & Twine  Company,  of  Eliza- 
bethtown, Tenn.,  and  a director  in  the  Tennessee 
Cotton  Mill  Company,  at  the  same  place;  director 
in  Rhode  Island  Electric  Protective  Company,  of 
Providence ; director  of  Ashaway  National  Bank ; 
director  of  Niantic  Menhaden  Oil  and  Guano  Com- 
pany, of  South  Lyme,  Conn. ; director  of  Ashaway 
Line  & Twine  Manufacturing  Company. 

In  political  matters.  Dr.  Briggs,  while  a stanch 
member  of  the  Republican  party  and  interested  in 
its  success,  is  neither  a politician  nor  an  office 
seeker.  He  represented  Hopkinton  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  in  1887  and  1888,  was 
made  a member  of  the  committee  on  State  Prop- 
erty, and  the  next  term  was  a member  and  served 
as  clerk  of  the  committee  on  Special  Legislation. 
In  town  affairs  he  is  keenly  interested,  ready  at, 
all  times  to  encourage  beneficial  measures  and  just 
as  readj  to  oppose  questionable  ones. 

On  May  18,  1874,  Dr.  Briggs  married  Miss 
Ella  M.  Wells,  daughter  of  Denison  and  Teressa 
(Greene)  Wells.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
children  as  follows : Walter  Alexander,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Brown  L^niversity,  and  is  connected  with 
the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford ; 
Howard  Denison,  who  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  is  in  the  claim  department  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Street  Railway  Company,  Provi- 
dence ; Donna  Teressa,  who  graduated  from  Hop- 
kinton high  school,  and  then  attended  a private 
school  at  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Asa  Sheldon, 
who  graduated  from  Worcester  Academy,  Wor- 
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cester,  Mass.,  and  was  a member  of  the  class  of 
1907,'  Brown  University.  Dr.  Briggs  is  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens,  and  with  his  family  is  promi-' 
nent  in  the  social  life  of  his  section  of  his  State. 

Denison  Wells,  son  of  John  and  Phebe  Hoxie 
Wells,  was  born  in  Hopkinton.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a Quaker.  After  his  marriage,  Oct.  8,  1848, 
at  Stonington,  to  Teressa  Greene  (who  was  a 
Seventh  Day  Baptist)  he  came  to.  Ashaway  to  live. 
For  many  years  he  had  the  stage  route  from 
Westerly  to  Hopkinton  City.  His  children  were; 
Joseph  Denison,  deceased;  Charles  T.,  who  went 
West  in  1894,  and  who  has  two  children,  Joseph 
D.  and  Ray,  both  of  Westerly;  and  Ella  AL,  who 
married  Dr.  Alexander  B.  Briggs. 

LEV  ERETT  A.  BRIGGS  was  born  June  6, 
1858,  at  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  His  father  being  a man  of  abund- 
ant means  and  a friend  of  higher  education,  willing 
to  give  his  son  the  best  advantages  the  country 
afforded  in  that  line,  but  also  a man  of  rare  good 
common  sense  and  judgment,  seemed  to  detect  in 
this  son  qualifications  that  better  fitted  him  for  a 
business  than  a professional  career.  This  conclu- 
sion was  much  in  favor  with  the  young  man,  and 
in  acting  upon  it  the  father  displayed  wisdom,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  business  he  had 
worked  so  hard  to  build  up  ably  continued  by  a 
member  of  his  own  family.  Beginning  at  once  to 
secure  a practical  knowledge  of  the  woolen  business, 
Leverett  A.  Briggs  entered  the  employ  of  the  Clark 
Falls  Company  to  learn  the  work  in  detail.  The 
product  of  this  mill  was  flannel  and  cassimere. 
Possessing  much  natural  adaptation  for  the  work 
that  had  characterized  his  father,  young  Briggs  ap- 
plied himself  closely,  and  readily  demonstrated  his 
fitness  for  the  business;.  In  1879  became  identi- 
fied with  the  Ashaway  Woolen  Company  and  re- 
mained until  1881,  when  he  returned  to  the  Clark 
Falls  Company  as  agent  of  that  concern,  however, 
in  the  meantime,  retaining  a close  identification  with 
the  Ashaway  Woolen  Company.  Air.  Briggs  re- 
mained with  the  Clark  Falls  Company  until  that 
property  was  closed  in  i897>  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  Ashaway  W oolen  Company,  relieving  his 
father  of  that  responsibility.  In  1898  this  company 
was  incorporated,  Mr.  Briggs  becoming  treasurer 
and  manager,  since  when  he  has  been  the  head  of 
the  business.  The  Ashaway  Woolen  Company 
manufactures  cassimeres,  worsteds  and  coverts, 
and  employs  about  250  hands. 

Air.  Briggs  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
banking  interests  of  the  town.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Ashaway  National  Bank  since  Jan.  12. 
1898,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  a director  of 
the  Ashaway  Savings  Bank.  He  is  president  ol 
the  Ashaway  Line  & Twine  Alanufacturing  Com- 
pany, at  xVshaway ; and  president  of  the  Tennessee 
Cotton  Alill  Company,  of  Elizabethtow.n,  Tenn.  In 


185 

public  affairs  Air.  Briggs  manifests  the  interest  of 
a business  man,  his  private  interests  requiring  the 
attention  that  otherwise  might  be  devoted  to  po- 
litical matters.  Any  movements  of  benefit  to  the 
town  find  in  him  an  earnest  supporter,  just  as  his 
opposition  is  felt  in  questionable  projects.  His 
sympathy  and  support  are  invariably  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  yet  in  local  affairs  fitness  of  a 
candidate  is  always  considered  before  political  af- 
filiations. 

Air.  Briggs  was  married,  Nov.  24,  1881,  at 
Wyoming,  R.  I.,  to  Aliss  Ruth  A.  White,  daughter 
of  Alaxson  Perry  and  Abby  (Gavitt)  White.  Their 
children  are  as  follows ; Asa  Lloyd,  born  Dec.  9, 
1882,  prepared  for  college  at  Hopkinton  high 
school,  class  of  1898,  at  Westerly  high  school,  class 
of  1900,  and  then  entered  Brown  University,  gradu- 
ating therefrom  in  1904,  and  is  now  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  office  of  the  Ashaway  Woolen 
Company;  Ralph  Alaxson,  born  Sept.  23,  1885, 
was  educated  at  Alfred  University,  Alfred,  N.  Y., 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1906 ; Charles  Bowen, 
born  June  17,  1887,  is  a member  of  the  class  of 
1906,  Westerly  high  school;  Caroline  Alinerva,  born 
Oct.  9,  1888,  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1907, 
Westerly  high  school;  and  Aland,  born  June  19, 
1891,  and  Leverett  Asa,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  12,  1896,  are 
both  in  school. 

Airs.  Leverett  A.  Briggs  is  a descendant  of  the 
old  Perry  family,  as  she  also  is  of  the  White  family. 
Her  father,  Alaxson  Perry  White,  was  a son  of 
Charles  and  Ruth  (Perry)  White.  Ruth  Perry  was 
born  April  18,  1786,  daughter  of  Simeon  Perry, 
born  Sept.  28,  1759,  and  a second  cousin  of  Com- 
modore Oliver  Hazard  Perry.  Simeon  Perry  was 
a son  of  Simeon  Perry,  who  was  born  Alarch  31, 
1726,  the  son  of  Samuel  Perry,  and  Samuel  Perry 
was  a son  of  Edward  Perry,  the  first  of  the  name 
to  come  to  America. 

DIXON.  It  is  by  no  means  a frequent  occur- 
rence where  three  successive  generations  of  a family 
rise  to  the  dignified  and  honorable  position  of  a seat 
in  the  National  Congress.  Such,  however,  is  the 
case  of  the  family  under  consideration — that  of  the 
talented  Dixon  family  of  the  town  of  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  a family  of  lawyers  and  distinguished  lives 
through  a number  of  generations,  three  of  whom, 
grandfather,  son  and  grandson,  all  bearing  the  same 
Christian  name,  Nathan  Fellows,  all  distinguished 
public  men,  occupied  seats  in  the  United  States 
Congress,  and  two  of  them,  the  eldest  and  youngest, 
in  the  United  States  Senate. 

Of  the  antecedents  of  this  family  it  is  known 
as  one  of  the  original  families  of  Voluntown,  Conn., 
where  the  name  frequently  occurs  of  record  in  con- 
nection with  public  affairs,  both  civil  and  church. 
A’oluntown  was  given  the  privilege  in  1721  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  of  choosing  its 
own  officers  and  carrying  on  its  own  town  affairs. 
In  1728  John  Dixon  was  chosen  one  of  the  three 
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townsmen,  the  others  being  Capt.  John  Gallup  and 
Ebenezer  Dow,  and  subsequently  John  Dixon  and 
John  Kasson  were  chosen  the  first  representatives 
from  Voluntown.  The  name  Dixon  in  the  towns 
of  Voluntown  and  Plainfield  is  of  record  in  the 
soldiery  of  the  war  against  the  French  along  in 
1756-57,  and  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  the 
first  named  campaigns  Putnam’s  Second  company 
was  mostly  made  up  of  men  from  Plainfield  and 
Voluntown,  one  Robert  Dixon  serving  in  this  or- 
ganization ; and  one  John  Dixon  was  captain  of 
Company  Three  from  Voluntown  in  the  Third 
Battalion  raised  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  for  service  in  New  York. 

Hon.  William  Dixon,  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  was 
a conspicuous  public  man  of  that  town.  He  mar- 
ried Priscilla,  born  Aug.  19,  1754,  a daughter  of 
Dr.  William  and  Priscilla  (Fellows)  Denison,  of 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  a descendant  of  Capt. 
George  Denison,  who  came  to  New  England  in 
1631,  through  Capt.  William,  George  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Denison.  And  fronu  this  connection  came  the 
Christian  name  of  Nathan  Fellows,  which  was 
borne  so  honorably  by  the  three  successive  genera- 
tions of  the  Dixon  family  following,  Nathan  Fel- 
lows being  the  name  of  the  grandfather  of  Pris- 
cilla Denison  Dixon  and  a resident  of  Plainfield, 
Connecticut. 

Hon.  Natii.vn  Fellows  Dixon,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Priscilla  (Denison)  Dixon,  was  born’ 
Dec.  13,  1774,  in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  in  youth  at- 
tended the  famous  Plainfield  Academy,  then  under 
the  charge  of  Eliphalet  Mott.  He  subsequently  was 
a student  at  Williams  College,  then  Brown  Uni- 
versity, from  the  latter  of  which  he  was  graduated 
with  honor  in  1799.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1802,  and  located  in  its  practice  in 
Westerly,  R.  I.  It  was  not  long  ere  he  earned  a high 
reputation  and  became  widely  known  as  an  able 
counselor  and  advocate.  In  1813  he  was  elected  a 
representative  from  Westerly  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Rhode  Island,  and  continued  to  serve  in  that 
body  until  1830,  and  had  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  such  men  as  William  Hunter,  James  Burrill, 
Jr.,  Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  James  DeWolf,  Asher 
Rolibins,  William  Sprague,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Wil- 
kins Updike,  Job  Durfee  and  Tristam  Burges.  In 
1838  he  was  elected  by  the  Whig  party  a United 
States  senator  from  Rhode  Island,  and  for  a time 
was^  president  of  the  Senate.  He  rose  to  promi- 
nence in  Washington  from  the  start. 

Senator  Dixon  is  represented  as  a gentleman  of 
the  old  school  both  in  dress  and  manners.  He  was 
genial  and  affable,  always  ready  to  serve  tbe  people 
of  all  classes  and  conditions.  He  especially  was 
kind  in  giving  counsel  and  encouragement  to  young 
men.  From  1829  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
president  of  the  Washington  Bank,  in  which  re- 
lation he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  and  namesake, 
Plorr.  Nathan  Fellows  Dixon  (2).  For  many  years 
he  was  also  a director  of  that  bank.  He  was  one 


of  the  founders  and  promoters  of  the  Providence 
and  Stonington  Railroad  Company,  and  was  at- 
torney for  the  road. 

In  January,  1804,  Mr.  Dixon  was  married  to 
Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  16,  1778,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Amos  and  Phebe  (Brown)  Palmer,  of  Stonington, 
Conn.,  and  a descendant  of  Walter  Palmer,  who 
came  to  New  England  as  early  as  1628,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  finally  in 
1653  settled  in  Stonington,  her  lineage  being  through 
Nehemiah,  Joseph,  Joseph  (2)  and  Joseph  Palmer 
(3).  To  this  marriage  of  Air.  Dixon  and  Miss 
Palmer  were  born  children  as  follows : William  P., 
Eliza,  Fanny,  Nathan  F.,  Priscilla  D.,  Cortland  P. 
and  Sarah  R.  Senator  Dixon  died  suddenly  Jan. 
29,  1842,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  at 
Washington.  His  widow  passed  away  March  30, 
1859,  ii"*  eighty-first  year. 

Hon.  Natii.xn  Fellows  Dixon  (2)  was  born 
Alay  I,  1812,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  He  was  prepared 
for  college  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  at  the 
Plainfield  Academy,  and  at  Kingston  Hill 
Academy.  He  entered  Brown  University  in  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1833. 
He  was  prepared  for  the  law  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  and  in  attendance  at  lectures  at  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  and  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  he  also 
furthered  his  preparation  for  practice  in  the  office 
of  the  late  Hon.  LaFayette  S.  Foster  at  Norwich, 
Conn.  After  his  admission  to  the  Bar  at  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  in  1837,  he  settled  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Westerly,  R.  I.  He  soon  gained  an 
enviable  reputation  as  an  advocate,  and  his  practice 
was  extended  through  Eastern  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  attorney  for  the  Providence 
& Stonington  Railroad.  ‘‘From  the  time  of  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  until  his  death,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  period  when  he  was  in  Congress,  there 
was  never  a term  of  either  of  the  courts  at  Kings- 
ton which  was  not  graced  by  his  presence,  and 
no  man  at  the  Bar  in  Rhode  Island  was  ever  more 
cordially  welcomed  by  court,  jury,  counsel,  clients 
and  friends,  than  was  Air.  Dixon  through  all  these 
years.” 

From  1840  to  1863,  excepting  an  interval  of 
one  term  in  the  United  States  Congress,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  1849  the  term  ending  Alarch 
3,  1851,  Air.  Dixon  represented  the  town  of  West- 
erly in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  a Whig  and  was  elected  to  Congress  on  that 
ticket.  In  1863  he  was  elected  a representative  to 
Congress,  by  the  Republican  party,  in  which  body 
he  continued  to  serve  until  1871,  when  he  declined 
a re-election  to  that  post.  He  was  immediately 
again  chosen  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  served  the  State  as  a member  of  the 
House  from  1872  to  1877.  He  was  well  fitted  both 
by  tastes  and  qualifications  for  the  efficient  dis- 
charge of  public  duties  and  his  public  career  was  a 
successful  one.  During  the  Dorr  war  in  1842,  Air. 
Dixon  was  chosen  by  the  General  Assembly  as  one 
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of  the  Governor's  Council.  He  was  a presidential 
elector  in  1844. 

On  June  28,  1843,  Dixon  was  married  to 
Harriet  P.,  born  March  20,  1816,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Roswell  and  Harriet  (Palmer)  Swan,  of  Stoning- 
ton,  Conn.,  the  former  a man  of  liberal  education, 
a graduate  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1802,  and  a 
talented  and  popular  Congregational  minister.  Mrs. 
Harriet  Swan  Dixon  was  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  Richard  Swan,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
families  of  that  name,  her  lineage  being  through 
Robert  Swan  and  Elizabeth  (Acie),  John  Swan 
and  Susanna  (Wood),  John  Swan  (2)  and  Lucy 
(Denison),  George  Swan  and  Abigail  (Randall) 
and  Rev.  Roswell  and  Harriet  F.  (Palmer)  Swan. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dixon  and  Miss  Swan 
came  children  as  follows:  Nathan  F.,  Edward  H., 
Annie  P.,  Walter  P.  and  Harriet  S. 

Mr.  Dixon  died  April  ii,  1881,  and  Mrs.  Dixon 
passed  away  Jan.  22,  1899.  At  the  announcement 
of  his  death,  after  referring  to  his  public  career,  a 
writer  in  the  Providence  Journal  said : “In  each 
sphere  and  at  all  times  he  was  admittedly  a strong, 
fearless,  genial,  an  honest  and  most  useful  public 
servant.  His  convictions  were  clear  and  intense, 
but  he  respected  a sincere  opponent,  and  his  ways 
were  open  as  the  day.  Perfectly  versed  in  the 
methods  of  advocacy,  his  prominent  and  predomi- 
nant characteristics  were  a common  sense  which 
scorned  pretensions  or  disguises,  and  a kindness  of 
disposition  which  prevented  undue  aggressiveness. 
In  a deliberative  assembly  he  debated  a subject  so 
as  to  show  that  he  understood  it,  and  so  as  to  en- 
able others  to  understand.  He  took  no  snap  judg- 
ments. As  an  individual  Mr.  Dixon  was  one  of  the 
most  pleasant,  hospitable,  and  agreeable  of  men. 
He  was  a Rhode  Islander  in  every  fibre  of  his  men- 
tal constitution.  Generous  in  whatever  regarded 
his  personal  affairs,  he  was  prudent  for  the  State. 
Accepting  office  both  as  a privilege  and  a -duty,  he 
never  sought  it  by  illicit  means.  An  able  lawyer,  a 
good  farmer,  a steadfast  friend  and  an  honorable 
opponent  he  stood  in  every  respect  a man.” 

Hon.  N.\than  Fellows  Dixon  (3)  was  born 
Aug.  28,  1847,  Westerly,  R.  I.  He  attended  the 
M esterly  schools  and  was  there  and  at  the  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Mass.,  prepared  for  college. 
He  entered  Brown  University  and  while  there  was 
a member  of  a popular  coterie  together  with  Prof. 
John  B.  Clark,  the  well  known  political  economist, 
now  a lecturer  at  Columbia  University,  N.  Y.  He 
was  taken  into  the  Brown  Chapter  of  the  Greek 
letter  fraternity  Theta  Delta  Chi,  and  honored  the 
order  by  being  the  first  member  in  any  chapter  of 
the  fraternity  to  be  elected  to  Congress.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  College,  and  was 
graduated  in  1869  with  the  approval  of  faculty 
and  the  student  body.  He  studied  law  in  his  father’s 
office,  and  in  1871  took  a degree  from  the  Albany 


Law  School.  He  was  admitted  in  that  same  year 
to  practice  in  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  New 
York.  He  commenced  practice  in  his  native  town, 
where  his  name  was  subsequently  associated  with 
Dixon  & Perrin.  He  early  achieved  success,  be- 
coming counsel  for  the  New  York,  Providence  & 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  and  advising  counsel 
for  several  large  corporations.  His  father  before 
him  had  also  been  counselor  for  that  railroad.  Presi- 
dent Grant  appointed  him  district  attorney  for  the 
District  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1877,  and  he  was  re- 
appointed in  1881. 

The  political  career  of  Mr.  Dixon  began  with 
his  election  to  the  XLVIIIth  Congress  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Hon.  Jonathan 
Chase  to  the  United  States  Senate.  In  1885  and 
successively  up  to  and  including  1889,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  State  Senate  from  West- 
erly. The  vacancy  in  the  National  Senate  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  Jonathan  Chase,  was 
filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Dixon  April  10,  1889. 
His  term  of  office  expired  in  1895.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a member  of  the  commission  on 
the  revision  of  the  State  Constitution,  and  a member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections. 
The  popularity  of  his  college  days  was  j ust  as  notice- 
able in  his  political  career. 

On  Jan.  5,  1891,  Mr.  Dixon  was  made' president 
of  the  Washington  National  Bank,  a relation  he 
sustained  through  the  remainder  of  his  life,  a posi- 
tion, too,  which  his  father  and  grandfather  before 
him  had  filled.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Dixon 
Granite  Works,  and  ever  evinced  an  interest  in  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  town.  The  list  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Pawcatuck  Valley  Railway  and  the 
Providence  & Stonington  Steamship  Companies 
also  included  his  name. 

Mr.  Dixon  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Westerly,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  its 
welfare,  and  for  years  was  a teacher  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  was  as  well  its  superintendent.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Pawcatuck  Orthodox  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Society.  He  became  a member  of  Franklin 
Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Dec.  i,  1892;  was 
exalted  in  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  28,  R.  A.  M.,  Jan. 
5,  1893,  and  was  made  a member  of  Narragansett 
Commandery  No.  27,  K.  T.,  in  February  of  that 
same  year. 

The  especial  hobby  of  Mr.  Dixon  was  his 
cattle.  His  eye  would  kindle  with  pleasure  as  he 
exhibited  his  fine  herd  to  his  friends,  and  he  seemed 
never  to  tire  of  admiring  their  fine  appearance. 
The  beasts  of  the  fields  instinctively  recognized  in 
him  a friend. 

On  June  5,  1873,  Mr.  Dixon  was  married  to 
Grace  McClure,  daughter  of  Archibald  McClure, 
Esq.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Dixon  died  Nov.  8, 
1897,  and  on  the  following  day  there  appeared  in 
the  Westerly  Daily  Sun  the  following  editorial  with 
reference  to  him : 
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f^athan  Fellows  Dixon,  who  last  night  passed  from 
this  w'orld  to  the  next,  needs  no  eulogy  other  than  that 
which  all  of  his  fellow-townsmen  pronounce  today  as  they 
meet  each  other  on  the  street.  His  w’as  a nature  which 
niade  friends,  and  such  friends  as  felt  toward  him  a similar 
Intel  est  which  overleaped  the  bounds  of  mere  acquaint- 
anceship. He  w'as  large  in  his  conception  of  things,  and 
this  made  him  abundantly  able  to  return  full  measure  for 
the  esteem  and  love  of  those  wdth  whom  he  was  associated. 
Well  speaking  adds  nothing  when  uttered  over  the  bier  of 
such  a man  : his  well  living  exerted  an  influence  which  will 
continue  to  be  a part  of  the  very  web  and  woof  of  the  lives 
of  those  with  whom  he  lived. 

Air.  Dixon  was  a native  of  Westerly,  and  here  he  had 
spent  all  his  life.  Whatever  honors  may  have  been  be- 
stowed upon  him  at  the  hands  of  his  fellows  were  regarded 
b)/  him  as  honors  to  his  home  towm  as  well.  Thev  never 
changed  his  relations  with  those  whom  he  knew  as  friends, 
and  the  welcome  smile  and  the  hearty  handclasp  were  as 
freely  given  as  they  were  appreciatively  received.  Westerly 
was,  to  him,  the  best  town  in  the  best  county  in  the  best 
State,  and  his  own  home  was  the  best  spot  in  that  town. 
Like  the  wife  of  Brutus,  he  was  proud  of  his  ancestry  and 
his  native  place. 

Every  town  is  rich  which  possesses  men  of  his  char- 
acter. His  charity  was  widespread ; how  widespread  only 
those  who  have  received  it  know.  His  love  for  his  friends 
was  great ; how  great,  only  those  who  were  permitted  to 
enjoy  his  personal  intimacy  know.  His  ideals  were  high; 
how  high  only  those  who  labored  with  him  know.  But 
greatest  of  all  was  his  absolute  confidence  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  right  because  it  is  right,  and  his  equal  trust  in 
the  wisdom  of  a Heavenly  Father  who  guides  and  directs 
his  children  here,  and  who  doeth  all  things  well. 

Nathan  Fellows  Dixon  was  the  third  who  had  borne 
his  honored  name,  carved  by  each  one  who  bore  it  deep 
into  the  history  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  country.  No 
greater  praise  can  be  given  him  than  to  say  that  he  hon- 
ored the  name  as  the  name  honored  him,  and  that  the 
worthiness  of  the  last  who  bore  it  was  not  overshadowed 
by  that  of  the  father  and  grandfather  who  bore  it  before. 

Edward  H.  Dixon,  son  of  Nathan  F.  Dixon  (2), 
born  in  \\  esterly,  attended  the  Lyons  Private  school 
in  Providence,  from  which  he  graduated,  and  he 
graduated  from  the  University  of  New  York  in 
the  Literary  and  Law  courses.  He  practiced  his 
profession^for  a time  in  Westerly,  and  later  practiced 
in  New  York.  He  died  aged  forty-two  years,  in 
1891.  He  was  a very  quiet,  unassuming  man.  Mr. 
Dixon  married  Antonia,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  W. 
Draper. 

Annie  P.  Dixon,  daughter  of  Nathan  F.  Dixon 
(2),  married  James  Gore  King  AlcClure,  president 
of  the  McCormick  Theological  Seminary  of  Chi- 
111.,  and  they  had  five  children  : Annie  Dixon, 
James  G.  K.,  Jr.,  Harriet,  Archibald  and  Nathan 
Dixon. 

Harriet  S.  Dixon  died  in  October,  1899. 

Walter  Palmer  Dixon,  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I., 
Dec.  8,  1855,  in  the  house  where  he  now  resides, 
attended  the  schools  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  Willis- 
ton  Seminary,  and  studied  law  with  his  brother 
Nathan.  Pie  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1879, 
and  practiced  two  years.  Then  for  eighteen  years 
he  quit  practice.  For  two  years  he  was  out  in 
Nebraska,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  brother,  Na- 
than, he  w-as  obliged  to  resume  practice.  He  mar- 
ried Fanny  E.  Lee. 


SAYLES  (Burrillville  family).  The  Sayles 
family  has  been  a prominent  one  in  the  town  of 
Providence  and  towns  subsequently  created  from 
it  since  the  very  early  settling  of  that  region.  The 
earlier  generations  w^ere  men  active  in  the  public 
affairs  of  their  communities,  and  so  also  have  later 
generations  been.  Many  of  the  name,  too,  have 
been  conspicuous  in  the  industries  of  the  State, 
meeting  with  great  success,  becoming  men  of  large 
means,  which  they  used  liberally  for  good  purposes. 
As  manufacturers  and  philanthropists  the  name  of 
such  men  as  the  late  Hon.  William  Francis,  Hon. 
Frederic  Clark  and  Hon.  Albert  Leprelet  Sayles 
wdll  have  a permanent  abiding  place  in  the  annals 
of  Rhode  Island.  This  article,  however,  is  to  treat 
especially  of  the  Burrillville  branch  of  the  family, 
the  head  of  which  in  recent  generations — the  late 
Hon.  Albert  Leprelet  Sayles — was  long  one  of  the 
conspicuous  woolen  manufacturers  of  the  State,  a 
successful  business  man  and  a most  useful  citizen, 
wdiose  name  is  linked  with  good  works  and  the  re- 
forms of  his  day,  and  two  of  whose  sons — Hon. 
Albert  Hardin  and  Fred  Lincoln  Sayles,  manu- 
facturers of  Pascoag,  the  former  of  whom  several 
times  represented  his  town  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Assembly — are  worthily  carrying  forward  the  busi- 
ness of  the  father  to  even  greater  success  and 
magnitude. 

Something  of  the  lives  of  these  men,  their 
family  and  lineage  follow,  and  in  chronological 
order  from  the  earliest  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Sayles,  who,  says  tradition,  came 
from  England  in  1645,  is  of  record  at  Providence  in 
1651,  became  a freeman  in  1655,  and  subsequently 
neld  various  town  offices,  being  town  treasurer  and 
a number  of  times  deputy,  beginning  with  1669. 
He  was  a man  of  property,  and,  as  judged,  of 
distinction.  He  married,  in  1650,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Roger  and  Mary  Williams,  and  they  both  died 
in  1681,  their  remains  being  buried  in  the  Easton 
burying  ground  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Mary,  born  Jan.  ii,  1652;  John,  born 
Aug.  17,  1654;  Isabel;  Phebe ; Eleanor  and  Ca- 
therine, born  in  1671  ; and  possibly  Deborah. 

(H)  John  Sayles  (2),  son  of  John,  born  Aug. 
17,  1654,  married  Elizabeth  Olney,  born  Jan.  3, 
1666,  daughter  of  Thomas  Olney,  and  they  were 
of  Providence.  Mr.  Sayles  became  a freeman  in 
1681,  and  was  twice  depBty.  Mrs.  Sayles.  died  in 
1699,  and  he  passed  away  in  1727,  both  being  buried 
in  Providence.  Their  children  were : Mary,  born 
Alay  30,  16S9;  John,  born  Jan.  31,  1692;  Richard, 
born  Oct.  24,  1695;  Daniel,  born  Dec.  13,  1697; 
and  Thomas,  born  Feb.  9,  1699. 

(Ill)  Richard  Sayles,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
Oct.  24,  1695,  married  (first)  Nov.  24,  1720,  Mercy, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Alowry)  Phillips, 
and  they  were  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  of  which  town 
he  was  town  clerk  in  1731.  Mr.  Sayles  was  also  a 
surveyor  and  laid  out  much  land  in  that  region 
of  country.  His  death  occurred  after  1775. 
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(IV)  Israel  Sayles,  born  March  17,  1726,  son 
of  Richard,  married  Marsa  Whipple,  and  they  re- 
sided in  Glocester,  R.  I.  Their  children  were : 
Richard,  Esek,  Elisha,  Christopher,  Royal,  Ahab, 
Daniel,  Mary,  Roba,  Rebecca  and  Mercy.  Israel 
Sayles  was  not  only  a well-to-do  farmer,  but  a man 
of  more  than  ordinary  mechanical  genius  as  well. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  president  of  the  town 
council  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  was  a patriot  of  the 
Revolution,  having  served  in  Captain  Hopkins’s 
company.  Colonel  Lippitt’s  regiment,  in  1776,  and, 
it  is  said,  under  General  Sullivan. 

(V)  Daniel  Sayles,  son  of  Israel,  born  Oct. 

31,  1769,  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Glocester  which 
afterward  became  Burrillville,  married  Phebe 
Smith,  born  July  21,  1769,  daughter  of  Capt.  Pitts 
Smith.  Mr.  Sayles  in  1814  erected  a building  near 
the  sit^  of  the  present  “Granite  Mill,”  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  for  the  purpose  of  fulling 
and  dressing  cloth,  to  which  the  farmers  brought 
their  homespun  cloth  for  him  to  dye,  full  and  finish, 
and  he  did  this  line  of  work  so  much  better  than 
they  could  possibly  do  it  at  home  that  he  soon  es- 
tablished a good  business.  He  later  put  in  a card- 
ing machine,  and  in  the  course  of  time  converted 
his  fulling  npll  into  a woolen  factory.  In  1819  the 
business  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  liardin 
Sayles.  Daniel  Sayles  was  a worthy  representative 
of  the  older  generations  of  the  family.  He  died 
Jan.  25,  1849,  widow  passed  away  Dec.  ii, 

1855.  Their  children  were : Mary  Mowry,  born 
Sept.  3,  1793,  died  in  August,  1857;  Smith  S.,  born 
Dec.  24,  1794,  died  Aug.  31,  1879;  Hardin,  born 
March  7,  1797,  died  June  ii,  1861  ; Marietta,  born 
in  1798,  died  in  1832;  Pitts,  born  Aug.  ii,  1801, 
died  Jan.  ii,  1864;  Marcella,  born  Sept.  5,  1803, 
died  Jan.  14,  1835 ; Phidelia,  born  March  2,  1807, 
died  in  1887;  Elizabeth  was  born  Oct.  15,  1808; 
Elsie,  born  Sept.  2,  1811,  died  Oct.  5,  1854. 

(VI)  Hardin  Sayles,  born  March  7,  1797,  son 
of  Daniel,  married  Laura,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
and  Roba  (Smith)  Wood.  As  stated  above,  Mr. 
Sayles  in  1819  became  the  owner  of  the  woolen  mill 
and  business  previously  conducted  by  his  father,  and 
in  1834,  in  association  with  his  brother,  Pitts  Sayles, 
he  began  the  manufacture  of  satinets.  In  1853 
Albert  L.  Sayles,  son  .of  Hardin,  bought  his  uncle’s 
interest  in  the  business,  and  father  and  son  carried 
it  on  until  the  former’s  death,  in  1861.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sayles  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children  : Albert  Leprelet,  born  Aug.  29,  1826,  died 
Jan.  30,  1898;  Maria,  born  June  25,  1832,  died  July 
16,  1853;  Elliot  Smith,  born  Feb.  13,  1834,  died 
Aug.  14,  1904;  Hardin  Roscoe,  born  May  20,  1835, 
died  Aug.  7,  1904 ; Ellen  Augusta,  born  Sept.  7, 
1839,  1864;  and  Addison  Clark,  born 

July  18,  1841,  resides  in  Pascoag.  * 

(VH)  Albert  Leprelet  Sayles,  son  of  Hardin 
and  Laura  (Wood)  Sayles,  was  born  Aug.  29, 
1826,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  and  until 
fifteen  years  of  age  attended  the  public  schools  of 
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his  town.  He  then  commenced  work  in  his  father’s 
woolen  mill,  continuing  there  for  two  years.  His 
next  experience  was  with  his  kinsman,  Daniel  S. 
, Whipple,  an  experienced  woolen  manufacturer  at 
the  village  of  Gazza,  now  a part  of  Mapleville,  in 
the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  L,  Mr.  Whipple  having 
learned  the  business  in  the  mill  of  Edward  Harris, 
a successful  manufacturer  and  business  man  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  During  a 
stay  of  three  years  with  Mr.  Whipple  Mr.  Sayles 
learned  the  art  of  manufacturing  and  finishing 
woolen  goods.  Returning  to  the  mill  of  L.  Cope- 
land & Co.,  of  which  firm  his  father  was  a mem- 
ber, he  took  charge  of  the  finishing  department  in 
1848.  Mr.  Copeland  retired  in  1850,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Sayles  became  superintendent  of  the  mill,  a 
position  he  held  until  1853,  when  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  uncle,  Pitts  Sayles,  and  the  firm  was 
changed  to  Hardin  Sayles  & Son.  After  the  death 
of  his  father,  in  1861,  Mr.  Sayles  continued  the 
business  for  a few  years,  until  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  under  the  name  of  A.  L.  Sayles, 
renting  the  mill  property  from  the  heirs.  In  1865 
he  built  his  new  stone  mill  and  fitted  it  up  with 
machinery,  all  at  a cost  of  about  $250,000.  Buying 
out  the  other  heirs,  excepting  one,  in  1880,  he  still 
further  enlarged  its  capacity,  to  fifteen  sets.  In 
1874,  with  others,  he  purchased  the  manufacturing 
property  at  Warren,  Mass.,  known  as  the  Sibley 
Woolen  Mills,  the  original  cost  of  which  was  $240,- 
000,  and  became  the  owner  of  that  entire  property. 
In  addition  to  this  he  owned  the  Huntsville  Mill, 
at  the  upper  village,  which  contained  seven  sets  of 
cards  and  forty-six  broad  looms.  He  also  added 
machinery  to  his  Warren  (Mass.)  Mill,  which  in- 
creased it  to  ten  sets  of  cards  and  forty-four  broad 
looms.  This  mill  for  a period  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  Sayles  and  his  son-in-law,  j\Ir.  William  A. 
Jenks,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sayles  & Jenks,  and 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Sayles  the  business  was  in- 
corporated under  the  Massachusetts  laws  as  the 
Sayles  & Jenks  IManufacturing  Company.  Mr. 
Sayles  was  also  interested  with  his  sons  in  what 
was  the  Fiske  & Sayles  Mill,  and  which  is  now 
operated  by  the  Fred  L.  Sayles  Company. 

Mr.  Sayles  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
originating  and  building  the  Providence  & Spring- 
field  railroad,  was  one  of  the  largest  stockholders 
of  the  company,  and  a director  from  its  organiza- 
tion. He  was  a director  and  president  of 
the  Third  National  B*ank  at  Providence,  a director 
in  the  Pascoag  National  Bank  and  a director  in 
the  American  and  the  Enterprise  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Companies. 

Mr.  Sayles’s  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  was  one  of  the  delegates 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  June,  1888.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Board  of  State  House  Commissioners  from  the  time 
the  board  was  created  until  his  death.  He  was 


190 


RHODE  ISLAND 


long  an  earnest  and  practical  temperance  man,  hav- 
ing prohibited  the  use  of  intoxicating  beverages  on 
his  table,  and  provided  a commodious  and  com- 
fortable hotel,  free  of  rent,  to  be  kept  strictly  as  a 
temperance  house  for  the  public  accommodation  in 
the  village.  i\Ir.  Sayles  in  his  religious  belief  was 
a Universalist,  but  as  there  was  no  church  of  that 
denomination  in  Pascoag  he  attended  the  services 
of  the  Free  WiW  Baptist  Society,  of  which  he  was 
at  one  time  president  and  treasurer.  He  was  a 
liberal  supporter  of  all  the  churches  in  his  town 
and  as  well  of  all  good  works.  He  died  at  his 
home  in  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  Jan.  30,  1898. 

On  Dec.  i,  1852,  Mr.  Sayles  was  married  to 
Fannie  j.  Warner,  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Harriet  L.  (Benson)  Warner. 
Mrs.  Sayles  died  Jan.  15,  1893.  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Sayles  was  a woman  of  domestic  tastes,  and  was 
devoted  to  her  home.  She  was  a kind-hearted  and 
charitable  woman,  and  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Universalist  Church  at  Harrisville,  and 
active  in  all  Christian  wotk.  Her  death  was  sin- 
cerely regretted,  and  many  were  left  to  mourn 
deeply  her  loss.  In  referring  to  her  death  and 
funeral  the  local  paper  said  in  part : 

Since  Christmas  day  when  Mrs.  A.  L.  Sayles  was 
suddenly  stricken  with  paralysis,  every  citizen  in  our  town, 
has  hoped  that  the  news  “that  she  was  apparently  holding 
her  own”  would  gradually  give  place  to  the  announcement 
that  she  had  recovered.  It  was,  therefore,  with  sad  hearts 
that  our  people  learned  on  Monday  moning  that  she  had 
passed  to  the  world  beyond.  Her  death  occurred  shortly 
before  midnight,  and  came  very  unexpectedly  at  the  last.  She 
was  surrounded  by  her  family,  the  doctor  and  nurse,  all 
of  whom  had  hastily  arisen  upon  hearing  the  unexpected 
news  of  her  approaching  demise.  Slowly  life  went  out,  with 
scarce  a twinge  of  suffering,  and,  the  spirit!  had  fled  to 
await  in  the  fair  beyond  the  coming  of  the  dear  ones  left 
behind. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  family  residence 
on  Thursday  forenoon  at  11.15,  and,  at  that  hour  nearly 
every  business  house  in  the  village  closed  its  doors  and 
drew  its  curtains  as  a sign  of  respect  to  the  families  of 
our  afflicted  and  much  respected  citizens.  No  more  gen- 
eral sympathy  could  have  been  expressed,  none  more  hon- 
estly felt.  A hush  lested  upon  all  and  every  face  showed 
that  Mrs.  Sayles  had  been  a friend  and  neighbor,  respected 
and  beloved. 

Children  were  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  iMrs.  Sayles  as 
follows:  Edgar  Franklin,  born  April  20,  1855, 
who  died  iMarch  24,  1858;  Ellen  Maria,  born  Nov. 
30,  1857,  who  married  William  A.  Jenks,  of  War- 
ren, Mass. ; Albert  Hardin,  born  March  25,  1863 ; 
and  Fred  Lincoln,  born  April  13,  1865. 

(VIII)  Albert  Hardin  Sayles,  eldest  son  of 
the  late  Albert  L.  Sayles,  was  born  iMarch  25,  1863, 
in  Pascoag.  and  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  village  and  at  iMowry  and 
Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School  at  Providence, 
graduating  in  1882.  He  at  once  engaged  in  the 
woolen  manufacturing  business  with  his  father,  be- 
coming a partner  in  1889,  under  the  name  of  A.  L. 
Savles  & Sons,  and  since  the  death  of  his  father  has 


been  manager  of  that  concern.  He  is  president  of 
the  F.  L.  Sayles  Company,  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Albert  H.  Sayles  Realty  Company,  and  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  the  Sayles  & Jenks  Com- 
pany; is  a director  of  the  Union  National 
Bank  at  Providence  and  of  the  What  Cheer 
and  Hope  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Compa- 
nies, and  the  Automobile  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  of  America,  at  Providence ; and  was  for 
a number  of  years  a director  of  the  Pascoag  Na- 
tional Bank,  until  its  absorption  by  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  and,  while  he  has  never  sought  public 
office,  he  was  induced  to  become  a candidate  for  the 
General  Assembly  in  1887  and  1889,  and  served 
most  efficiently  in  that  body.  In  1906,  without  the 
least  solicitation,  he  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  his  party  for  State  Senator,  and  while  thejdemo- 
cratic  party,  which  is  strongly  in  the  majority,  ad- 
mittedly put  up  its  strongest  candidate,  Mr.  Sayles 
greatly  reduced  his  opponent’s  plurality  by  his  large 
personal  as  well  as  party  following.  On  Jan.  29, 
1908,  Albert  H.  Sayles  was  elected  by  the  State 
Senate  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
State  Sanatorium  at  Wallum  Pond.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Granite  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Pascoag,  and  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America ; and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Society  of  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Automobile  Club  and  other  organizations.  He  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organization  of 
Calvary  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  served 
a number  of  years  as  treasurer. 

In  1887  Sayles  married  Emma  B.  Griffith, 
daughter  of  John  and  Lavina  (Bird)  Griffith,  and 
she  passed  away  Oct.  i,  1902. 

(Vni)  Fred  Lincoln  Sayles,  youngest  son 
of  the  late  Albert  L.  Sayles,  was  born  April  13, 
1865,  at  Pascoag,  and  completed  his  education  at 
Mowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School  at 
Providence,  graduating  therefrom  in  1885.  He  at 
once  began  to  learn  the  business  of  woolen  manu- 
facturing in  the  establishment  of  his  father,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  leased  the  carding  and 
spinning  machinery  of  his  father,  who  was  then 
conducting  the  Eiske  & Sayles  Mill,  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  yarns  for  knitting  and 
weaving.  He  continued  this  business  until  January, 
1889,  when  he  purchased  John  T.  Fiske’s  half  of 
the  mill  estate,  the  other  owner  being  his  brother, 
Albert  H.  Sayles.  He  then  formed  a co-partnership 
with  his  father  and  began  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  and  worsted  goods,  under  the  name  of 
Fred  L.  Sayles  Company,  which  name  has  remained 
unchanged  to  the  present  time,  although  it  is  now 
a corporation.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  Fred 
L.  Sayles  purchased  the  other  interest  of  the  com- 
pany, and  was  for  a time  sole  owner,  but  later  sold 
all  of  his  interest  to  the  corporation. 

Descending  from  a family  of  manufacturers, 
and  growing  up  in  the  business  themselves,  Messrs. 
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A.  H.  and  F.  L.  Sayles  naturally  were  inclined  in 
that  direction,  and  they  have  continued  the  business 
of  their  forefathers.  They  became  associated  as 
partners  in  the  business  with  their  father  in  1889, 
at  which  time  it  became  A.  L.  Sayles  & Sons,  and 
has  since  so  continued.  At  the  “Granite  Mill,”  the 
name  of  their  plant  at  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  are 
manufactured  fancy  cassimeres  and  wcirsteds, 
as  well  as  carriage  cloths.  The  mill,  standing 
in  the  center  of  the  village,  is  built  of  granite, 
and  is  an  imposing  structure.  The  main  building, 
a massive  structure  four  stories  high,  with  a tower 
in  the  center  on  the  street  side,  is  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  companion  buildings,  wherein  various 
processes  of  the  manufacture  are  carried  on.  The 
total  length  of  the  main  building  is  350  feet.  The 
concern  employs  some  365  hands,  and  produces 
14,000  yards  of  cloth  per  week.  Under  the  name  of 
the  Fred  L.  Sayles  Company,  these  Sayles  Brothers 
also  manufacture  worsteds,  fancy  cassimeres, 
cloakings  and  kerseys,  their  factory  being  located 
in  the  same  village,  Pascoag.  This  business  was 
incorporated  in  1899.  The  manager  is  Mr.  Fred 
L.  Sayles,  who  is  also  treasurer  of  the  company, 
the  president  and  secretary  being  Mr.  Albert  H. 
Sayles.  This  establishment  gives  employment  to 
225  hands,  and  is  all  in ‘all  one  of  the  most  modern 
textile  plants  in  New  England,  being  up-to-date 
in  every  feature. 

In  1905  A.  H.  & F.  L.  Sayles  formed  the  Pas- 
coag Realty  Company,  and  in  1906  purchased  the 
Chase  and  Emerson  mill  properties,  which  they 
have  rebuilt  and  prepared  for  occupancy.  Of  this 
company  F.  L.  Sayles  is  president  and  A.  H.  Sayles 
is  treasurer.  The  Sayles  brothers  are  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  men  and  useful  citizens,  promi- 
nent in  every  movement  for  the  general  good,  and 
well  sustaining  the  family  reputation. 

Mr.  Fred  L.  Sayles  is  a Republican,  but  has 
steadfastly  declined  all  offers  of  public  service.  He 
was  for  years  a director  of  the  Third  National 
Bank  of  Providence,  and  the  Pascoag  National 
Bank,  before  they  were  absorbed  by  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company.  He  was  also  a director  of  the 
Providence  & Springfield  Railway  Company ; is 
president  of  the  Sayles  & Jenks  Manufacturing 
Company ; president  and  treasurer  of  the  Albert 
L.  Sayles  2d  Land  Company,  and  for  several  years 
was  president  of  the  Herald  Printing  Company, 
of  Pascoag.  He  is  a director  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Worcester  & Providence  Street 
Railway  .Company,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers, 
president  and  director  of  the  Columbian  Street 
Railway  Company,  before  it  was  disposed  of  to 
the  Ray  interests.  He  Is  president  of  the  John 
W.  B.  Coleman  Company,  at  Providence,  and  a 
director  and  promoter  of  the  Pascoag  Water  Com- 
pany, a member  of  the  Pascoag  Hose  Company, 

I No.  I,  and  a member  for  two  years,  of  the  operating 
committee  of  the  Pascoag  Fire  District.  He  is 
fraternally  connected  with  the  Masons,  holding 


membership  in  Granite  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Harrisville;  Scituate  Chapter;  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery.  Providence,  and  has  reached  the  thirty- 
second  degree ; he  is  a member  of  Palestine  Temple, 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Rhode  Islancl 
Automobile  Club,  the  West  Side  Club  and  Commer- 
cial Club  at  Providence,  the  Edgewood  Casino,  and 
is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution ; he  holds  membership  in  the  W’ool 
Club  in  New  York,  whose  members  are  individuals 
interested  in  the  woolen  trade;  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Burrillville  Grange.  He  attends  and 
is  a liberal  contributor  to  Calvary  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1888  Mr.  Sayles  was  married  to  Phebe  M. 
Wood,  daughter  of  Manning  and  Harriet  A.  (Cope- 
land) Wood,  of  Pascoag,  and  to  them  was  born 
one  son,  who  was  named  for  his  grandfather,  Al- 
bert Leprelet  Sayles. 

(IX)  Albert  Leprelet  Sayles  2d,  only  child 
of  Ered  Lincoln  and  Phebe  M.  (Wood)  Sayles, 
and  only  grandchild  of  the  late  Albert  Leprelet 
Sayles,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1891,  at  Pascoag,  and 
there  passed  all  of  his  brief  earthly  life,  which 
closed  April  6,  1906.  Born  into  the  most  favorable 
environments,  endowed  with  unusual  mental  quali- 
ties, a wholesome  nature  and  winning  social  traits, 
he  gave  such  promise  of  realizing  the  highest  ideals 
of  manhood  and  citizenship  that  his  memory  is 
cherished  as  a blossom  whose  fragrance  has  not 
departed  by  the  many  who  knew  and  loved  him. 
His  short  span  was  not  lived  in  vain. 

Inheriting  in  generous  measure  the  taste  and 
genius  for  mechanics  which  had  characterized  the 
several  generations  preceding  him,  he  took  particu- 
lar delight  in  solving  the  intricacies  of  machinery, 
and  studying  the  various  parts  of  a machine,  as  well 
as  the  manner  of  its  construction.  He  proved  ex- 
ceedingly intelligent  in  his  school  work,  more  than 
ordinarily  observing,  and  had  a highly  retentive 
memory.  Many  of  his  characteristics  indicate  that 
had  he  lived  to  fulfill  the  promise  of  his  youth  he 
would  undoubtedly  have  become  a power  in  the 
manufacturing  world  both  as  a business  man  and  as 
an  inventor.  His  physical  strength  was  never 
equal  to  the  activity  of  his  energetic  intellect,  but 
he  was,  nevertheless,  a popular  playmate  among 
his  youug  companions.  He  had  a friendly  and 
happy  disposition,  an  unselfish  spirit,  and  an  uncon- 
sciously charming  manner  which  made  friends  for 
him  among  young  and  old  alike.  He  took  the 
greatest  enjoyment  in  sharing  his  treasures  with 
others  less  plentifully  provided  with  the  things 
which  wealth  can  provide,  and  delighted  in  their 
boyish  strength  and  enthusiasm.  He  appreciated 
the  numerous  sources  of  amusement  at  his  com- 
mand principally  as  they  enabled  him  to  give  others 
the  opportunity  for  pleasure.  It  was  a part  of  his 
very  nature  to  contribute  continually  to  the  happi- 
ness of  those  he  knew,  and  so  sincere  and  constant 
was  this  disposition  that  he  dispensed  gladness 
wherever  he  went.  As  a child  of  a family  of  means 
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and  standing,  he  would  naturally  have  commanded 
attention,  but  all  the  people  of  the  village  took  an 
interest  in  him  because  of  his  remarkably  agreeable 
qualities,  in  the  home,  the  school  and  everywhere, 
making  him  a real  favorite.  Many  outside  the 
real  domestic  circle  felt  a sense  of  personal  loss 
at  his  untimely  decease.  There  was  never  a more 
general  outpouring  of  deep  compassion  than  the 
people  of  the  village  showed  upon  the  day  of  his 
funeral.  The  life  of  the  entire  community  was 
subdued,  and  every  head  was  bowed  in  genuine 
grief  for  the  stricken  parents,  whose  loss  they  could 
but  dimly  realize.  Floral  tributes  from  far  and 
near  were  sent  in  mute  expression  of  sympathy. 
Business  was  suspended,  many  houses  closing  in 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  young  life  so  pre- 
maturely ended.  But  its  influence  will  go  on  as 
long  as  there  is  one  left  of  the  many  hearts  in 
which  he  had  won  a lasting  place  by  his  unaffected 
sweetness  and  unselfishness.  The  portrait  repro- 
duced herewith  was  taken  when  he  was  in  his 
twelfth  year. 

JOHN  CHAMPLIN,  M.  D.,  the  leading  physi- 
cian of  Westerly,  R.  L,  and  one  of  the  eminent  and 
successful  practitioners  of  the  State,  occupies  a 
position  in  his  profession  that  reflects  great  credit 
upon  himself,  not  only  for  the  distinction  he  enjoys, 
but  for  having  attained  it  so  early  in  life. 

The  Champlin  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  Rhode  Island  from  almost  its  earliest 
period.  Dr.  John  Champlin  is  a representative  of 
the  eighth  generation  from  Jeffrey  Champlin,  the 
emigrant  ancestor,  the  line  of  descent  being  as 
follows:  Jeffrey,  Jeffrey  (2),  Jeffrey  (3),  John, 
Samuel,  Benjamin,  Samuel  A.  and  Dr.  John.  The 
emigrant  ancestor  Jeffrey  Champlin  is  of  record 
with  various  spellings  of  liis  given  name.  In  some 
instances  it  appears  as  Geoffrey,  Jeoffrey,  but  more 
often  as  Jeffrey. 

(I)  Jeffrey  Champlin  was  born  in  1621,  and 
was  a resident  of  Newport.  He  had  three  sons, 
Jeffrey  (2).  WiUiam  and  Christopher. 

fll)  Jeffrey  Champlin  (2),  born  at  Newport, 
R.  I.,  in  1650,  died  at  Kings  Town,  R.  I.,  in  1715. 
He  had  twO’  sons,  Jeffrey  (3)  and  William. 

(III)  Jeffrey  Champlin  (2)  married  three 
times.  His  third  wife  bore  two  children;  Hannah 
and  John.  Jeffrey  (3)  died  in  1717.  * 

(IV)  John  Champlin,  son  of  Jeffrey  (3),  horn 

Feb.  12,  1716.  married  Freelove  Watson,  daughter 
of  John,  of  South  Kingstown.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children : John,  born  July  30. 
1744;  Samuel,  born  July  17,  1746 ; 'William,  born 
Aug.  15,  1749:  Steven,  born  Aug.  27.  1751: 

Thomas,  horn  Jan.  23,  1754;  Abigail,  born  June  23, 
1756;  Elisha,  born  Nov.  ii,  1758:  Susannah,  born 
Oct.  31.  1761  : Freelove,  born  June  15,  1767.  John 
Champlin  died  Sept.  8,  1772,  and  his  wife,  born 
in  South  Kingstown,  July  30,  1704,  died  in  Exeter, 
May  TO,  1773. 


(V)  Samuel  Champlin,  son  of  John,  was  born 
July  17,  1746.  He  was  married  Dec.  10,  1782, 
to  Alice  B.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Alice 
(Waite)  Reynolds,  of  Exeter,  R.  I.  Their  six 
children  were:  John,  born  March  26,  1784;  Ben- 
jamin, May  9,  1786;  Hannah,  Dec.  30,  1788;  ' 
Waity,  March  30,  1791  ; Russel,  July  23,  1793;  and 
Samuel,  Aug.  24,  1796.  Samuel  Champlin  died 
in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  Nov.  i,  1818.  His  wife,  Alice  B., 
born  July  21,  1755,  died  Oct.  23,  1825. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Champlin,  son  of  Samuel,  was 

born  May  9,  1786.  He  married  Elizabeth  Sunder- 
land, daughter  of  Captain  Daniel  and  Annie  (Har- 
rington) Sunderland,  of  Exeter,  R.  I.;  she  died  } 
April  10,  1816,  the  mother  of  five  children:  Alice, 
born  in  1808,  died  Sept.  3,  1814;  Mary,  born  in 
1810,  died  March  22,  1816;  John  Reynolds,  born 
Nov.  12,  1811;  Daniel,  in  Eebruary,  1814,  died 
Sept.  21,  1814;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  January, 
1816,  died  May  3,  1816.  Benjamin  Champlin  mar- 
ried (second),  Alarch  20,  1817,  Ruth  Tefft,  born 
Aug.  2,  1789,  daughter  of  Clark  and  Mary 

(Rogers)  Tefft,  and  their  children  were;  Clark 
Tefft,  born  Oct.  27,  1818;  Benjamin  Reynolds, 
born  July  30,  1820;  Samuel  Anthony,  July  28, 
1822;  George  Franklin,  June  20,  1824;  and  Mary 
Eliza,  born  June  19,  1827,  married  George  Avery 
Smith,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1899.  Benjamin  Champ- 
Ifn  died  May  18,  1847.  His  wife  Ruth  died  March 
10,  1837.  Both  were  buried  in  the  Seventh  Day 
Ba])tist  cemetery  in  Hopkinton. 

Benjamin  Champlin  was  born  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  I.  He  obtained  a 
good  common  school  education,  but  not  being  of  a 
professional  turn  of  mind,  gave  up  his  studies  and 
assisted  in  the  management  of  his  father’s  estate. 

In  the  spring  of  1830  he  bought  a farm  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  town  of  Westerly,  which,  with  land 
subsequently  purchased  amounted  to  300  acres.  It 
was  afterward  known  as  the  “Benjamin  Champlin 
Estate.” 

(VII)  Samuel  Anthony  Champlin,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Ruth  (Tefft)  Champlin,  was  born  July 
28,  1822,  in  the  town  of  Exeter.  He  married  May 
16,  1853,  jMary  Bliven,  daughter  of  John  Ross  and 
Phoebe  (Taylor)  Bliven,  of  Westerly.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  (i)  Edwin  Ross,  born  May 
4,  1854,  married  April  25,  1877,  Georgie  Augusta 
Butler,  daughter  of  George  E.  and  Sarah  S.  (Mitch- 
ell) Butler.  They  have  two  children  : Laurence 
and  John  .Butler.  Edwin  Ross  Ghamplin  resides 
in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  a member  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Fall  River  Evening  Neivs.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  literary  work,  a^ide  from  his  newspaper 
capacity,  and  has  written  several  books.  ( 2)  George 
Anthony,  born  Nov.  17,  1855,  married  Nov.  6, 
1902,  Minnie  Taylor,  and  resides  in  Westerly,  R.  I. 

(3)  Samuel,  born  Sept.  8,  1861,  died  Sept.  17,  1861. 

(4)  John  was  born  Oct.  5,  1863.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  Feb.  22,  1901,  in  \v^esterly;  the 
father  passed  away  Jan.  25,  1890,  in  the  same  town. 
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In  1865  Samuel  A.  Qiamplin  opened  a clothing 
store  in  the  basement  of  his  residence  on  Granite 
street  in  Westerly,  and  about  a year  later  he  bought 
out  the  Marston  Clothing  Company,  in  the  Potter 
& Champlin  Block  on  Alain  street,  and  two  years 
later  moved  into  the  Silliman  block  on  Broad  street. 
In  1872  he  returned  to  Alain  street,  locating  in  a 
building  a few  doors  from  his  old  place  of  busi- 
ness, and  in  1875  he  bought  the  Phoebe  Wilcox 
house,  altering  the  lower  floors,  so  that  it  could  be 
utilized  for  stores,  one  of  which  he  occupied.  In 
December,  1878,  he  was  burned  out,  and  soon  after 
he  began  the  erection  of  the  brick  block,  known  as 
the  “Champlin  Block,”  on  Alain  street,  and,  in  one 
of  the  stores,  resumed  business  which  he  success- 
fully conducted  until  1886,  when  he  retired  from 
active  life.  He  was  a member  of  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church. 

(VIII)  Dr.  John  Champlin,  youngest  son  of 
Samuel  Anthony  and  Alary  (Bliven)  Champlin, 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1863,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  After 
graduating  in  1881  from  the  high  school  of  his 
native  town  he  entered  Alfred  University  at  Alfred, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1883.  In  1883,  while  pursuing 
his  medical  studies  with  Dr.  F.  T.  Rogers  of  West- 
erly, he  taught  school  in  district  No.  10,  of  West- 
erly, and  in  1884  went  to  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  graduating  from  the  Aledical 
Department  with  the  class  of  1886.  Following 
this  he  entered  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  at  Provi- 
dence as  an  interne,  where  he  was  house  surgeon 
for  ten  months,  a longer  term  of  service  than  any 
previous  officer  had  held,  and  subsequently  was 
house  physician  for  four  months,  graduating  Alay 
I,  1887.  The  valuable  experience  thus  acquired 
has  often  been  reflected  in  the  professional  success 
which  he  subsequently  achieved.  As  soon  as  he  left 
this  institution  Dr.  Champlin  began  the  ’regular 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Westerly,  opening  an 
office  in  his  father’s  residence  in  that  city.  While 
young  in  years,  success  came  to  him  from  the  very 
beginning,  and  ere  long  he  had  taken  a foremost 
position  among  the  physicians  of  that  city,  as  a 
result  of  his  merit  and  skill.  Dr.  Champlin  enjoys 
by  far  the  largest  practice  of  any  physician  in  his 
section  of  the  State,  and  if  he  so  desired  could 
choose  from  the  very  best  families  a clientele  that 
would  be  the  envy  of  the  most  exclusive  physicians. 

During  the  summer  season  the  Doctor  maintains 
an  office  at  Watch  Hill,  R.  I.,  where  he  also  owns 
several  beautiful  cottages.  Like  most  prominent 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  who  have  some 
particular  branch  in  which  they  show  special  in- 
terest, Dr.  Champlin’s  specialty  is  surgery,  jn  which 
he  has  attained  eminence.  Dr.  Champlin  has  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  medical  circles  throughout 
the  State,  being  prominent  in  a number  of  the  lead- 
ing  organizations  of  his  profession.  He  was  one 
of  the  charter  members,  and  has  been  president,  of 
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the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Club ; he  was  one  of  the 
foremost  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Aledical  Society,  is  a member  of  the  American 
Aledical  Association  and  of  Washington  County 
Aledical  Society.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers ' 
in  the  organization  of  the  Westerly  Physicians  As- 
sociation, having  for  its  object  the  promotion  of 
closer  relations  between  its  members,  which  in- 
cludes every  physician  in  the  city  no  matter  of 
what  school.  This  organization  is  unique  in  many 
respects,  and  embraces  several  valuable  features 
which  are  original  with  its  organizers. 

The  sphere  of  Dr.  Champlin’s  usefulness  and 
activity  is  by  no  means  confined  to  his  profession, 
for  he  is  animated  with  a high  appreciation  of  the 
duties  of  citizenship,  and  his  excellent  business 
judgment  and  talents  have  led  to  his  identification 
with  a number  of  Westerly’s  business  and  financial 
institutions.  He  is  a director  of  the  Washington 
Trust  Company,  a trustee  of  the  Westerly  Savings 
Bank,  and  a director  of  the  Smith  Granite  Com- 
pany. One  of  his  greatest  business  achievements 
was  the  organization  of  the  Westerly  Automatic 
Telephone  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1902,  with  a capital  of  $100,000;  of  this  he  is 
president  and  manager. 

Dr.  Champlin  is  an  extensive  owner  of  real 
estate,  and  has  been  active  in  the  development  of 
Watch  Hill.  To  him,  more  than  to  any  other  one  indi- 
vidual, is  due  the  credit  for  securing  the  Watch 
Hill  Fire  District,  which  was  incorporated  by 
special  act  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly 
in  1903,  and  is  of  great  advantage  to  that  well 
known  resort.  Dr.  Champlin  is  the  principal 
owner  in  the  Champlin  Block,  Westerly,  which 
was  completed  in  1904.  Dr.  Champlin  is  a shrewd, 
careful  business  man,  whose  judgment  and  fore- 
sight have  more  than  once  been  shown  in  business 
projects.  A man  of  unusual  force  of  character, 
and  aggressiveness,  his  identification  with  a project 
invariably  finds  him  working  for  its  success,  no  mat- 
ter how  inactive  may  be  his  associates,  his  great 
energy  being  a prominent  characteristic.  Person- 
ally he  is  a pleasant  man  to  meet,  very  congenial, 
with  a strong  presence,  which  characteristics  are 
but  a part  of  his  natural  equipment  for  a successful 
physician.  Dr.  Champlin’s  pecuniary  success  has 
been  remarkable,  and  quite  in  keeping  with  that 
achieved  in  his  profession.  A strict  observer  of 
the  unwritten  code  of  professional  ethics,  he  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  brethren,  who  both  ad- 
mire him  as  a physician  and  honor  him  as  a man. 
He  is  a self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
term,  and  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  with 
many  years  of  usefulness  before  him,  this  classi- 
fication will  only  be  more  appropriate. 

On  Jan.  21,  1891,  Dr.  Champlin  was  married  to 
Anna  Elizabeth  Lyon,  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel  D. 
and  Rhoda  Latham  Lyon,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: John,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  15,  1896;  and  Elizabeth 
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Lyon,  born  Feb.  12,  1898.  The  Doctor  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Misquamicut  Club.  He  belongs  to 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 

CHURCH.  The  Churches  of  Tiverton  are 
representatives  of  one  of  the  oldest  settled  and 
most  prominent  families  in  N.ew  England,  one 
which  in  each  generation  has  been  prominently 
represented  in  the  professional,  business  and  social 
world.  This  particular  branch  of  the  family  herein 
given  is  that  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  Church,  who 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1809,  and  who  was  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  Richard  Church,  the  first 
of  the  name  in  New  England,  and  of  the  late  Capt. 
Joseph  Church’s  family,  the  latter  and  his  sons 
having  all  been  prominently  and  conspicuously 
identiPed  with  the  development  of  the  town  of 
Tiverton,  as  well  as  with  the  fishing  industry  along 
the  Atlantic  coast,  which  the  Church  family  has 
so  materially  assisted  in  increasing  to  its  present 
proportions,  it  being  now  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  extensive  food  producing  industries  in  this 
country. 

(I)  Richard  Church  was  born  in  England  in 
t6o8,  and  came  to  America  with  Governor  W in- 
throp  in  1630.  He  was  made  a freeman  Oct.  19, 
1630,  but  did  not  take  the  oath.  He  removed 
from  Weymouth  to  Plymouth,  and  there  on  Oct. 
4,  1632,  was  made  a freeman.  He  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  and  with  John  Thompson  erected  the 
first  meeting-house,  and  built  the  first  gun-carriage 
in  Plymouth,  in  1637.  In  1649  sold  his  estate 
there  and  went  to  Eastham,  whence  in  1653  he 
moved  to  Charlestown,  and  four  years  later  was  lo- 
cated at  Hingham.  In  1664  he  was  at  Sandwich.  He 
was  often  a member  of  the  grand  inquest  and  fre- 
quently made  referee.  As  a soldier  in  the  Pequot 
war  he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant.  His  will,  dated 
Dec.  25,  1668,  provides  for  his  widow,  and  gives 
equal  portions  to  all  his  children  except  his  son 
Joseph,  who  had  a lame  hand,  and  to  him  his  father 
gave  a double  portion.  In  1636  Richard  Churclr 
married  Elizabetii  \\’arren,  daughter  of  Richard 
Warren,  the  latter  one  of  the  passengers  of  the 
“^Mayflower.”  She  died  in  Hingham  in  1670.  Their 
children  were;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Cobb  Ho- 
bert,  and  died  in  1659;  Joseph,  born  in  1638,  who 
married  Mary  Tucker,  and  died  in  1711;  Benja- 
min, born  in  1639,  who  married  Alice  Southwortli, 
and  died  Jan.  17,  1718;  Nathaniel;  Caleb,  born  A 
1642.  who  married  Joanna  Sprague,  and  died  in 
1667:  Charles,  who  was  killed  Oct.  30,  1659; 
Richard,  who  died  young  in  Plymouth;  Abigail, 
born  in  1648,  who  married  Samuel  Thaxter,  and 
died  in  1677;  Hannah;  Sarah,  who  married  James 
Burroughs;  Lydia,  who  married  a Frenchman,  and 
went  to  France  in  1691  ; Priscilla,  wife  of  John 
Irish;  and  Deborah,  born  in  1657,  who  married 
William  Briggs,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and 
died  Sept.  25,  1713. 


(H)  Nathaniel  Church,  son  of  Richard,  was  a 
farmer,  and  his  land  included  the  bald  hills  near 
the  North  river  in  Scituate,  south  of  Cornet  Stet- 
son’s. In  1665  he  married  Sarah  Barstow,  of 
Scituate,  daughter  of  William  Barstow.  Their 
children  were : Abigail,  born  in  1666,  who  married 
Nathaniel  Harlow;  Richard,  born  in  1668;  Na- 
thaniel, born  in  1670;  Alice,  born  in  1679;  Joseph, 
born  in  1681,  who  died  in  1707;  Charles,  born  in 
1681 ; and  Sarah,  born  in  1683,  who  married  John 
Holmes. 

(HI)  Charles  Church,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
born  in  1681,  and  upon  reaching  man’s  estate  en- 
gaged in  a seafaring  life,  becoming  captain  of  a 
vessel.  He  was  drowned,  with  Capt.  Constant 
Church,  in  the  bay  opposite  what  is  now  the  city 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  March  9,  1726.  He  married 
Mary  Pope,  of  Dartmouth,  and  they  lived  at 
Plymouth  and  later  in  Freetown.  Their  children 
were:  Charles,  born  in  1710;  Mary,  born  in  1719; 
Susanna,  born  in  1721 ; Hannah,  born  in  1723 ; Seth, 
born  in  1724;  and  Alice,  born  in  1726. 

(IV)  Charles  Church,  son  of  Capt.  Charles, 

was  born  in  Plymouth  in  1710.  Like  his  father 
he  followed  the  sea  and  became  captain  of  vessels. 
After  his  father’s  death  he  paid  to  William  H. 
Dyer,  Abraham  Gardner  and  Steplien  Hodges  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  ninepence  and  a 
half-penny  due  them  from  his  father.  He  died 
iSIay  6,  1763.  In  1735  he  married  Frances  Turner, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  children  as  fol- 
lows: Charles,  born  in  1740,  married  Lillias 

Bowen,  and  they  removed  to  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Canada;  Joseph  was  born  in  1742;  Mary, 
born  in  1744,  married  in  1763,  Stephen  Borden; 
Hannah,  born  in  1746,  married  in  1775  Daniel 
Boomer;  Seth,  born  March  i,  1749,  married  in 
1770  Elizabeth  Palmer,  and  he  became  a sea  cap- 
tain, dying  Feb.  16,  1797;  Benjamin  in  1785 
married  (first)  Mehitable  Triby  and  (second) 
Elizabeth  Phillips,  and  died  Nov.  25,  1833; 
Susanna  in  1774  married  George  Borden;  and 
John. 

(V)  Joseph  Church,  son  of  (IV)  Capt.  Charles, 
was  born  in  1742,  and  in  his  youth  answered  the 
call  of  the  sea.  He  was  drowned  at  Bristol  Ferry, 
R.  I.,  in  1816.  He  had  a cargo  of  wood  from  Fail 
River  to  Providence,  and  with  Thomas  Chaloner 
was  returning  to  his  sloop  when,  it  is  supposed, 
one  of  the  men  was  knocked  overboard,  and  the 
other  endeavoring  to  rescue  him,  both  were 
drowned.  Capt.  Thomas  Sanford  found  the  vessel 
with  a light  in  the  cabin,  but  with  no  one  on  board. 
For  many  days  the  river  was  dredged,  cannon 
were  fired,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  recover 
the  bodies,  but  all  in  vain.  On  hearing  of  his  dis- 
appearance Captain  Church’s  wife  became  insane, 
and  remained  so  for  som.e  years,  but  before  her 
death  fully  recovered  her  reason.  In  her  maiden- 
hood she  was  Sarah  Brightman,  and  her  marriage 
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to  Captain  Church  took  place  in  1765.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Ruth,  born  in  1767,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Butts ; Ann,  born  in  1768,  who  married  Feb. 
12,  1792,  Abel  Borden;  Susanna,  born  Dec.  4, 
1773,  who  married  in  1793  Joseph  Borden;  Re- 
becca, born  in  1775,  who  married  in  1796  William 
Borden;  Sarah,  born  in  1777,  who  married  in  1800 
Silas  Terry;  Joseph,  born  in  1779;  Prudence,  born 
in  1784,  who  married  Preserved  Briggs,  and  died 
in  May,  1859;  Hannah,  born  in  1786,  who  married 
in  1807  Increase  Smith,  and  died  in  1863 ; Mary, 
born  in  1789,  who  married  in  1813  Stephen  Hart, 
and  died  in  1862;  and  Lemuel,  born  in  1792,  who 
married  Betsey  Simmons. 

(VI)  Joseph  Church,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph,  was 
born  Sept.  28,  1779,  and  he  departed  not  from 
the  calling  of  his  ancestors,  but  early  shipped  be- 
fore the  mast,  becoming  in  due  course  of  time  a 
captain.  His  death  occurred  Oct.  5,  1858.  On 
July  I,  1801,  he  married  Hannah  Peckham,  who 
was  born  Sept.  6,  1786,  and  who  died  Dec.  27, 
1868.  Their  children  were:  Julia  Ann,  born 
May  23,  1802,  married  Nov.  4,  1829,  Dr.  E.  Rich- 
mond Wade;  Ruth,  born  Feb.  24,  1804,  married 
’Oct.  5,  1820,  Capt.  Jacob  Brightman;  Frances  Per- 
kins, born  May  21,  18(55,  married  Oct.  14,  1827, 
Stephen  MacPherson  Taber,  a merchant  of  Fall 
River,  and  died  Oct.  24,  1880;  Calista,  born  Feb. 
10,  1807,  died  unmarried  Jan.  13,  1842;  Joseph, 
born  Feb.  20,  1809,  is  mentioned  below ; Isaac, 
born  Sept.  19,  1810,  married  Sept.  7,  1837,  Mary 
Ann  Harris,  and  died  Oct.  i,  1838;  Elizabeth,  born 
Aug.  9,  1812,  died  Feb.  6,  1844;  Benjamin  Barber, 
born  June  3,  1814,  married  Sept.  4,  1835,  Amelia 
Lorel  Chase,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1882;  Sarah,  born 
Feb.  7,  1816,  married  Aug.  24,  1838,  Jirah  B.  Petty, 
a merchant  of  Fall  River,  and  died  March  6,  1872 ; 
Lemuel,  born  March  30,  1818,  died  Sept,  i,  1820; 
Hiram,  born  July  19,  1819,  died  Dec.  25,  1819; 
Janette,  born  May  13,  1822,  married  Nov.  22, 
1842,  Charles  A.  Swasey,  a sea  captain ; and 
Lemuel  (2),  born  Aug.  i,  1826,  married  June  30, 
1850,  Mary  Ann  Baker,  and  removed  to  California. 
Capt.  Joseph  Church,  the  father  of  the  above 
family,  was  captain  of  a packet  running  between 
Providence  and  Fall  River,  and  made  his  home  in 
the  latter  place,  where  his  children  were  all  born. 

(VII)  Capt.  Joseph  Church,  son  of  Capt. 
Joseph  (VI),  was  born  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Feb. 
20,  1809.  He  obtained  a common  school  educa- 
tion in  his  native  city,  where  his  first  employment 
was  also  found,  in  a woolen-mill,  but  this  vocation 
did  not  prove  congenial,  and  he  soon  turned  his 
attention  to  the  water,  following  the  occupation 
of  fisherman.  In  1840  he  removed  to  Tiverton, 
R.  L,  and  there  became  extensively  engaged  in  the 
fishing  business,  building  his  own  vessels  and 
boats  and  manning  them  with  his  sons.  This  call- 
ing occupied  all  his  active  years,  and  in  1870,  with 
several  of  his  sons,  he  engaged  on  a large  scale  in 


the  menhaden  fishing  business,  which  they  found 
most  profitable.  This  firm  was  composed  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Church,  his  sons  Daniel  T.,  Isaac  L., 
Joseph,  Nathaniel  B.,  James  B.  and  George  L. 
Church,  and  Job  Hathaway,  and  was  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  menhaden  oil 
and  guano.  A factory  was  built  at  Bristol,  Maine, 
at  a cost  of  about  $250,000,  where  the  capacity  was 
daily  about  three  thousand  barrels.  The  catch  of 
fish  on  the  coast  of  Maine  materially  decreased 
within  a few  years,  and  in  1878,  it  being  deemed 
advisable  to  change  the  location,  the  factory  at 
Portsmouth,  R.  L,  was  purchased.  As  the  busi- 
ness increased  the  dimensions  of  this  factory  were 
proportionately  enlarged  and  remodeled  to  afford 
greater  conveniences.  They  broadened  their  work 
by  the  introduction  of  steamers  to  carry  on  their 
fishing  business,  being  the  first  to  employ  steam 
vessels  for  that  purpose.  Their  factory  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  haci  a capacity  of  four  thousand  bar- 
rels of  fish  per  day,  which  were  converted  into 
oil  and  guano;  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were 
employed'  in  the  various  departments  of  labor,  and 
seven  fishing  vessels  were  in  operation  during  the 
season.  The  home  market  for  this  product  was 
found  in  New  York,  Boston  and  all  the  large  cities 
of  this  country,  although  much  of  it  supplied  a 
foreign  demand.  The  menhaden  is  a fish  found  in 
abundance  in  Atlantic  waters,  the  commercial  value 
of  which  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  It  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  most  abundant  species  of  fish  on 
the  Eastern  coast  of  the  United  States.  The  rapid 
increase  in  size  and  fatness  as  soon  as  the  fish 
approach  our  shores  indicates  an  abundant  supply 
of  food.  The  oil  manufacturers  report  that  in  the 
spring  a barrel  of  fish  weighing  200  pounds  often 
yields  less  than  three  pints  of  oil,  while  later  in  the 
fall  it  is  not  uncommon  to  obtain  five  or  six  gal- 
lons. The  commercial  importance  of  this  fish  came 
into  appreciation  during  the  Civil  war,  the  oil  then 
selling  as  high  as  $1.60  per  gallon.  At  that  time 
the  fish  guano  as  it  came  from  the  hydraulic 
presses  was  not  considered  to  be  valuable,  but  later 
on,  when  the  business  of  manufacturing  commercial 
fertilizers  was  established,  it  was  found  to  be  very 
valuable  on  account  of  the  large  amount  of  ammo- 
nia and  bone  phosphate  which  it  contained,  reach- 
ing about  $45  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds.  As  a bait 
this  fish  is  excellent.  As  a food  resource  it  is 
found  to  have  great  possibilities.  As  a source  of 
oil  the  menhaden  is  of  more  importance  than  any 
other  marine  animal,  while  the  refuse  of  the  oil 
factories  supplies  a material  of  much  value  as  a 
fertilizer.  It  is  estimated  that  its  absence  from 
our  waters  would  probably  reduce  the  other  fish- 
eries to  at  least  one-fourth  of  their  present  value. 
A large  part  of  the  business  of  the  enterprising 
firm  of  Joseph  Church  & Co.  also  consisted  in  the 
catching  and  marketing  of  food  fisli,  such  as  scup, 
seabass,  mackerel  and  other  varieties,  which  ap- 
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peared  in  large  quantities  along  the  coast  every 
spring,  and  to  them  belongs  the  credit  of  establish- 
ing the  pounds  to  keep  the  fish  alive  during  the 
entire  summer  and  snipping  only  when  prices 
suited.  Over  a million  and  a half  pounds  were  annu- 
ally caught  and  distributed  in  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  other  adjacent  markets.  Capt.  Joseph 
Church,  who  was  so  long  the  senior  member  of  this 
extensive  enterprise,  was  a very  progressive  business 
man,  and  was  ever  on  the  lookout  for  new  ideas 
that  were  practicable  in  connection  with  his  busi- 
ness projects.  He  was  a man  of  the  strictest  in- 
tegrity, and  was  honorable  in  all  his  dealings.  He 
was  always  active  and  influential  in  the  'various 
communities  in  which  he  resided,  and  in  his  politi- 
cal views  was  a stalwart  adherent  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party ; but  although  he  was  a 
strong  partisan,  and  zealous  for  the  success  of  his 
party,  he  invariably  declined  all  overtures  leading 
to  official  position,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  his  extensive  business  interests.  In 
the  death  of  Capt.  Joseph  Church,  which  occurred 
Aug.  16,  1887,  the  community  suffered  the  loss 
of  one  of  its  most  substantial  citizens,  one  who  had 
the  unbounded  respect  and  admiration  of  all,  and 
in  whom  the  needy  and  unfortunate  ever  found  a 
kind  and  generous  friend. 

On  March  27,  1834,  Captain  Church  was  mar- 
ried, at  Fall  River,  IMass.,  to  Aliss  Jemima  Boomer, 
who  was  born  at  Fall  River,  Jan.  17,  1811,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Borden)  Boomer. 
Mrs.  Church  survived  her  husband  nearly  a year, 
passing  away  in  Tiverton  in  March,  1888.  To 
Capt.  Joseph  and  Airs.  Church  were  horn  children 
as  follows:  Daniel  T.,  Jan.  10,  1836;  Isaac  L., 
Oct.  21,  1838;  Joseph,  Jr.,  Oct.  10,  1840;  James 
Boomer,  Feb.  15,  1843;  Nathaniel  Boomer,  (Jet.  3, 
1845;  George  L.,  Jan.  2,  1848;  Calista,  June  29, 
1851  (who  married  A.  h'rank  Cottrell)  ; and  Fisher, 
Sept.  19,  1853.  The  last  named  died  Sept.  27, 
1879.  He  married  Alay  30,  1875,  Letty  Bell  Ray, 
who  ])assed  away  in  September,  1884. 

(VHI)  Capt.  Daniel  Thomas  Church,  whose 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
Alarch  17,  1903,  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Rhode  Island  as  well  as  in  the  New  England  States. 
His  extensive  interests  had  brought  him  promi- 
nently in  contact  with  men  in  all  stations  of  life, 
and  his  marked  business  ability  was  readily  recog- 
nized, so  that  he  was  frequently  called  upon  by  his 
fellow-citizens  to  fill  positions  of  honor  and  trust 
in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen,  and  in  1898  he  was 
also  the  choice  of  the  Democratic  party  as  its 
candidate  for  governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  Captain  Church  was  born  Jan.  to,  1836, 
in  Fall  River,  Alass.,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Capt. 
Joseph  and  Jemima  (Boomer)  Church.  In  1840 
his  parents  removed  to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  there 
Daniel  T.  passed  almost  all  of  his  active  and  use- 
ful life.  His  early  educational  training,  which  was 


rather  meagre,  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools 
of  Tiverton,  which  he  left  wdien  he  was  but  a mere 
lad.  As  a mere  boy  he  accompanied  his  father  in 
the  occupation  of  fishing,  and  as  a result  had  gained 
a thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  before  he 
had  reached  his  majority.  In  1858,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  ij’ears,  he  was  captain  of  the  schooner 
“Tradewind,”  which  vessel  was  wrecked  in  a heavy 
fog  on  the  south  of  Block  Island,  and  Captain 
Church,  clinging  to  the  bow'sprit  of  his  vessel, 
was  tossed  about  in  the  water  for  eleven  hours 
before  he  was  finally  rescued.  In  1858  Captain 
Church,  with  his  father,  and  William  Durfee  and 
Robert  Cook,  of  Philadelphia,  organized  a com- 
pany under  the  name  of  J.  Boomer  & Co.,  at  Fall 
River,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business 
of  shipping  iced  fresh  fish,  which  business  was  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  In  the  spring  of  1863 
he  became  interested  in  the  menhaden  fishing  busi- 
ness, and  in  1864  associated  himself  with  the  men- 
haden fish  oil  industry,  and  with  others  organized 
the  Excelsior  Oil  Works,  which  factory  was  lo- 
cated at  Tiverton  Eour  Corners.  This  business 
was  sold  in  1865  to  the  Spragues.  In  1861  Captain 
Church  commenced  buying  and  shipping  fish  to 
the  New  York  markets,  and  he  continued  to  be 
actively  identified  with  this  business  up  to  within 
a year  of  his  death.  In  1870  he  went  to  the  State 
of  Alaine  as  assistant  superintendent  of  a fish  oil 
works  owned  by  F^rank  Brightman,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  for  some  time. 

The  house  of  Joseph  Church  & Company,  or- 
ganized in  1870,  was  composed  of  Joseph  Church, 
his  sons,  Daniel  T.,  Isaac  L.,  Joseph,  James  B., 
Nathaniel  B.  and  George  L.  Church  and  Job 
Hathaway.  About  a year  after  the  organiza- 
tion Capt.  Daniel  T.  Church  was  chosen 
treasurer  of  the  company,  a position  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  during  its  existence.  During 
the  winter  of  1878-79  the  company  purchased  the 
interests  of  the  father,  Capt.  Joseph  Church,  and 
Job  Hathaway,  and  in  1885  the  interests  of  James 
B.  Church,  and  in  1888  the  interests  of  Joseph 
and  George  L.  Church,  leaving  the  company  then 
composed  of  Daniel  T.,  Isaac  L.  and  Nathaniel  B. 
Church,  who  continued  the  firm  name  until  1891, 
in  which  year  Capt.  Daniel  T.  purchased  the  in- 
terests.of  ins  partners  in  the  company,  he  then  be- 
coming sole  owner  of  the  property.  The  business 
was  then  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Daniel  T. 
Church.  In  1878  this  company  had  secured  cc'ii- 
trol  of  the  Narragansett  factory  in  Tiverton,  and 
operated  it  until  1890.  The  factory  was  enlarged 
and  greatly  improved,  a fleet  was  added  to  the 
equipment  of  the  company,  and  the  concern  under 
this  company's  management  was  very  prosperous. 
With  the  purchase  of  his  brothers’  interests  Cap- 
tain Church  became  sole  owner  of  this  plant,  which 
he  continued  to  operate  successfully  until  1897,  in 
which  year  he  sold  the  business  and  property  to 
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The  American  Fisheries  Company.  Captain 
Church,  however,  continued  in  the  business  of 
catching  and  buying  food  fish  for  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  markets  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Capt.  Daniel  T. 
Church  was  always  a stalwart  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  in  the  councils 
of  which  party  he  played  a prominent  part.  He 
was  at  cuie  time  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from 
Tiverton,  but  was  not  seated  in  that  body.  In 
1898  he  was  the  choice  of  his  party  as  candidate 
for  governor  of  the  State,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
nominal  majority.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Tiverton  town  council  for  several  terms,  and  was 
for  many  years  the  town  treasurer  of  Tiverton. 
Captain  Church  was  greatly  interested  in  his  home, 
which  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  Highland  ave- 
nue and  the  Stone  Bridge  road,  and  commands  a 
beautiful  view  of  Narragansett  bay  and  the  sur- 
rounding country.  On  the  grounds  surrounding 
his  pleasant  home  he  had  installed  an  artificial 
pond,  the  only  one  in  Tiverton. 

On  Dec.  25,  1865,  Captain  Church  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Pierce  Manchester, 
who  was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  Oct.  18,  1839, 
daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  and  iMary  (Pierce)  Cory 
Manchester,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  New  England.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  three  daughters,  as  follows : Mary  Ida,  born 
Dec.  II,  1866,  who  resides  at  home;  Calista,  born 
Oct.  24,  1868,  who  married  Mr.  George  R.  Lawton, 
of  Tiverton ; and  Edna  Gertrude,  born  Jan.  16, 
1876,  who  resides  at  home.  Captain  Church  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  Tiverton,  and  his  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Church  family  cemetery. 

Capt.  Daniel  T.  Church  was  a man  of  ability, 
possessing  marked  business  acumen.  Although 
conservative,  he  was  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  ever  ready  to  take  the  initiative,  as  was  evi- 
denced by  the  success  which  his  various  business 
enterprises  attained.  He  was  unpretentious  in  man- 
ner, possessing  to  a marked  degree  those  character- 
istics which  caused  him  to  command  the  respect 
of  all  men  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
was  kindly  and  sympathetic  in  his  nature,  and  the 
needy  and  deserving  always  found  in  him  a kind 
and  generous  friend  at  all  times.  In  his  death  his 
family  lost  a devoted  and  affectionate  husband  and 
father,  and  the  community  a substantial  and  useful 
citizen.  He  was  domestic  in  his  habits,  and  much 
devoted  to  his  home  and  domestic  circle,  and  as 
well  ever  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  town. 
Every  good  object  found  in  Captain  Church  a 
liberal  and  generous  supporter. 

(VHI)  Capt.  Isaac  Lawton  Church  was  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Tiverton,  and  a well- 
known  fishing  captain  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  He 
commanded  both  sailing  and  steam  fishing  vessels, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  active  members  of  the 


firm  of  Joseph  Church  & Company,  of  Tiverton. 
He  was  born  in  Eall  River,  Mass.,  Oct.  21,  1838. 
His  parents  moved  to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  in  1840  and 
located  in  that  section  of  the  town  familiarly  known 
as  “Bridgeport.”  Captain  Church  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Tiverton,  and  was  always 
interested  in  their  advancement.  He  was  con- 
versant with  all  phases  of  seafaring  life  and  en- 
joyed the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  crews.  As 
a young  man  he  commanded  the  schooner  “Ante- 
lope,” and  later,  as  one  of  the  prominent  members 
of  Joseph  Church  & Company,  he  was  made  cap- 
tain of  the  steamer  “Jemima  Boomer,"  this  vessel 
being  named  for  his  mother.  He  next  became 
master  of  the  steamer  “Narragansett,”  and  after 
a time  assumed  command  of  the  steamer  “Joseph 
Church,”  which  was  named  for  his  father.  He 
continued  in  active  work  until  1891,  when  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  firm  of  Joseph 
Church  & Company  and  practically  retired.  It  was 
at  this  period  of  his  life  that  he  made  a trip  around 
the  world.  Later  he  had  the  desire  to  be  on  the 
water  again,  and  spent  a large  portion  of  his  time 
thereon,  partly  for  pleasure,  combined  with  profit, 
in  a sailboat  especially  designed  and  built  for  him, 
the  “Christopher  Columbus,”  which  schooner  was 
well  known  among  yachtsmen  along  the  Atlantic 
coast. 

In  political  faith  Captain  Church  was  a stalwart 
Democrat  and  firmly  believed  in  the  prineijiles  of 
his  party.  His  death  occurred  Oct.  22,  1903,  at 
his  attractive  home,  after  a painful  illness,  through- 
out which  time  he  manifested  his  natural  strength 
of  character  and  rare  unselfishness.  Of  Isaac  Law- 
ton  Church  it  can  be  truly  .said  that  he  was  a 
gentleman  at  heart,  quiet  and  unassuming  in  his 
tastes,  respected  by  his  fellowmen,  and  beloved 
by  his  friends. 

On  Jan.  15,  1863,  Captain  Church  married 

Amanda  F.  Hambly,  of  Tiverton,  who  was  born 
Feb.  22,  1840,  daughter  of  the  late  Edwin  and 
Eliza  (Cory)  Hambly.  By  this  marriage  there  are 
two  daughters:  Agnes,  born  Aug.  21,  1865,  un- 
married, who  lives  at  the  homestead  with  her 
mother;  and  Emma,  born  April  14,  1874,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  F.  Hull,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  on  Oct. 
21,  1903,  and  they  have  one  child,  a son  named 
Isaac  Church  Hull,  born  July  30,  1905.  in  Tiverton. 

(VHI)  Capt.  Jo.seph  Church,  who  is  still 
active  in  the  food  fishing  business  at  Tiverton  and 
Newport,  R.  I.,  was  also  one  of  the  founders  and 
members  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Joseph  Church 
& Co.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  Oct. 
10,  1840,  the  third  son  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  and 
Jemima  (Boomer)  Church.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was  but  eleven  years 
of  age  when  he  took  to  fishing  with  his  father.  His 
first  actual  work  was  as  cook  on  the  fishing  smack 
“Storm,”  under  his  father.  In  the  winters  of 
1859,  i860  and  1861  he  was  with  his  brothers 
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Daniel  T.  and  Isaac  L.  in  the  fishing  vessel  “William 
Young,  Jr.,”  plying  the  trade  in  Southern  waters. 
He  was  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  when  the  “Star  of 
the  West”  was  fired  upon,  and  on  his  return  home 
he  determined  to  stand  by  his  country  and  flag.  He 
enlisted  on  Oct.  21,  1861,  in  Battery  F,  Rhode 
Island  Light  Artillery,  under  Colonel  Thompson 
and  Capt.  James  Belger,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Raid’s  Mills,  Blount’s  Creek,  Kingston, 
White  Hall,  Goldsboro  under  General  Foster,  and 
Drury’s  Bluff  under  General  Butler,  and  was 
wounded  at  Drury’s  Bluff,  at  the  battle  of  which 
he  received  a bullet  wound  in  his  left  arm.  He 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  was  finally  removed 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  was  in  the  hos- 
pital until  September,  1864,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service.  Returning  home  Captain  Church 
again  took  up  his  old  vocation  of  fishing,  in  which 
business  he  lias  since  continued  actively  engaged. 
When  the  firm  of  Joseph  Church  & Company  was 
formed,  in  1870,  Captain  Church  became  one  of 
its  founders  and  members.  He  soon  became  master 
of  their  fishing  sloop  “Taloola,”  and  later  for  three 
years  was  captain  of  the  schooner  “Dart,”  and  still 
later  of  the  steamer  “Jemima  Boomer,”  which  ves- 
sel was  named  for  his  mother.  His  next  vessel 
was  the  steamer  “Joseph  Church,”  which  was 
named  for  his  father,  and  of  which  vessel  he  was 
master  for  four  years,  and  this  was  followed  by 
the  steamer  “Cora  White,”  on  which  he  continued 
until  1888,  when  he  withdrew  his  interests  from 
the  company,  and  formed  a partnership  with  Job 
Hathaway  in  1889.  In  1890  he  took  in  George 
and  A.  Frank  Cottrell  and  Hiram  Luther,  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  fish  off  the  coast  of  IMaine. 
This  they  carried  on  until  1892,  when  Mr.  Hatha- 
way died,  and  then  Captain  Church  took  the  busi- 
ness and  conducted  it  until  1896,  the  year  the  fish- 
ing business  was  purchased  by  The  American  Fish- 
eries Company.  Since  that  time  Captain  Church 
has  been  engaged  in  the  fishing  business  with 
Messrs.  Cottrell  uid  Luther,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Church,  Cottrell,  Cottrell  & Luther,  owning  the 
steamer  “A.  T.  Serrell.”  Captain  Church  made  his 
home  for  several  years  at  Round  Pond,  Maine,  but 
in  1885  he  built  the  pleasant  home  on  Evans  ave- 
nue, in  Tiverton,  wiiere  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
Captain  Church  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Tiverton,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Demo- 
crat of  the  old  school.  He  also  holds  membership 
in  the  Battery  F Association. 

Captain  Church  has  been  thrice  married.  He 
wedded  (first)  at  Round  Pond,  Maine,  Dec.  25, 
1868,  Miss  Caroline  Blaisdell,  who  passed  away  in 
August,  1877,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows: 
Hattie  Jemima,  born  April  21,  1870,  married  Fred- 
erick Sherman,  of  Providence ; Maria,  born  Aug. 
21,  1874,  married  John  Howland,  of  Tiverton; 
Isaac,  born  Sept.  19,  1876,  married  in  1900  Ethel 
Macomber.  Captain  Church  married  (second)  at 
Tiverton,  April  10,  1884,  Jane  M.  Hart,  who  was 


born  Jan.  20,  1850,  and  died  March  19,  1894, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Slade  and  Rebecca  (Briggs) 
Hart.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
Lucy  Marguerite,  born  Aug.  ii,  1885,  who  is  a 
student  at  Simmons  College,  Boston ; and  Joseph, 
Jr.,  born  Sept.  18,  1886,  who  is  a student  at  Brown 
University.  Captain  Church  was  united  in  mar- 
riage (third)  June  16,  1894,  to  Miss  Josephine 
Hortense  Sanderson,  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Church 
was  a school  teacher  for  several  years  prior  to  her 
marriage.  She  is  a member  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  in  the  work  of  which  she  takes  an  active 
part. 

Owing  to  his  long  connection  with  the  fishing 
industry.  Captain  Church  is  well  and  favorably 
known  all  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  his  social  and 
cordial  manner  having  won  him  many  stanch 
friends.  He  is  industrious  and  energetic,  and  as  a 
result  has  met  with  success  in  the  various  enter- 
prises with  which  he  has  been  connected.  As  a citi- 
zen he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
community  in  which  he  was  born,  and  in  which 
the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  has  been  spent. 

(VTII)  Capt.  James  B.  Church,  the  fourth 
son  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  and  Jemima  (Boomer) 
Church,  was  born  Feb.  15,  1843,  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
where  his  life  was  spent.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  Pierce 
Academy,  Middleboro,  Mass.  With  the  rest  of 
his  brothers  he  was  trained  as  a hook  fisherman. 
As  a mere  lad  he  spent  two  winters  upon  the  sea, 
going  one  winter  to  Mexico  and  the  other  to  the 
south  coast  of  Cuba.  In  1864,  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  he  engaged  in  menhaden  fishing,  being 
one  of  the  crew  of  Capt.  Abraham  Cottrell.  In 
1865  with  others  he  was  interested  in  a fishing 
gear — as  one  of  the  crew  and  a part  owner — com- 
manded by  Alexander  Pierce,  and  was  also  inter- 
ested at  the  same  time  with  others  in  the  manu- 
facture of  fish  oil  and  guano,  under  the  name  of 
the  Excelsior  Company.  This  business  was  sold 
in  the  fall  of  1865  to  the  Spragues.  He  then  in 
company  with  others  organized  the  Dart  Fishing 
Company,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  catching  men- 
haden, and  they  also  had  a small  works  for  render- 
ing the  menhaden  into  oil  and  guano,  but  the  works 
not  proving  a success,  were  disposed  of  later.  Cap- 
tain Church,  however,  remained  a member  of  the 
crew  of  the  Dart  Fishing  Company  until  the  end 
of  the  fishing  season  of  1867,  and  the  following 
season  he  commanded  a fishing  gear  owned  by  his 
father  and  brothers,  and  in  1869  he  commanded  a 
fishing  gear  for  the  firm  of  L.  Brightman  & Sons. 
In  the  fall  of  1869  he  contracted  for  a fishing 
steamer  which  was  to  carry  a certain  number  of 
barrels  of  fish  at  a certain  speed  per  mile.  This 
vessel,  the  “Seven  Brothers,”  was  the  first  fishing 
steamer  ever  built,  and  proving  a success  changed 
the  menhaden  business  from  a small  to  a very  large 
industry.  In  the  winter  of  1869-70  the  firm  of 
Joseph  Church  & Company  was  organized,  James 
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B.  Church  becoming'  a member  of  the  company, 
and  he  continued  in  command  of  the  steamer 
“Seven  Brothers,”  which  vessel  was  a part  of  the 
Joseph  Church  & Company  equipment,  until  the 
close  of  the  fishing  season  of  1873.  In  1874-75 
Captain  Church  remained  ashore  in  charge  of  the 
netting  department  of  the  company,  and  the  follow- 
ing season  took  command  of  the  steamer  “Dart.” 
The  next  four  years  he  was  in  command  of  the 
fishing  steamer  “Joseph  Church,”  which  was  named 
for  his  father,  and  during  the  following  three  years 
commanded  the  steamer  “Jemima  Boomer,”  which 
vessel  was  named  for  his  mother.  In  1884  he  took 
command  of  the  fishing  steamer  “Edwin  Dayton,” 
of  Long  Island,  and  in  1885  was  in  command  of 
the  fishing  steamer  “Seaconnet,”  owned  by  William 
J.  Brightman  & Co.  In  1886  he  commanded  the 
steamer  “George  W.  Curtis,”  owned  by  Joseph 
Church  & Company,  and  at  the  close  of  the  season 
sold  his  interests  in  this  company  to  his  brothers. 
The  following  season  he  commanded  the  steamer 
“John  A.  Morgan,”  for  the  firm  of  William  J. 
Brightman  & Co.,  and  in  1888  Captain  Church  pur- 
chased the  steamer  “King  Fisher,”  which  vessel  he 
later  sold  and  purchased  the  steamer  “Leonard 
Brightman,”  being  engaged  in  fishing  with  the 
latter  vessel  for  some  time,  when  he  finally  sold 
her  to  The  American  Fisheries  Company.  Captain 
Church,  however,  continued  engaged  in  the  trap 
fishing  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  being 
not  only  interested  in  the  catching  of  menhaden, 
but  w^as  also  engaged  in  the  catching  of  food  fish. 
He  was  a capable  man,  and  well  versed  in  the  details 
of  the  business  in  which  his  life  was  spent. 

In  1870  Capt.  James  B.  Church  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  INIanchester,  of  Tiverton, 
who  passed  away  in  1894,  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  early  youth.  Captain 
Church  died  at  his  home  in  Tiverton,  Feb.  15, 
1907,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

(VIII)  Capt.  Nathaniel  Boomer  Church, 
who  for  years  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  men- 
haden fish,  oil  and  guano  business  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Joseph  Church  & Company,  is  well  known  along 
the  Atlantic  coast,  as  well  as  in  his  own  State,  and 
for  several  years  he  represented  his  native  town 
of  Tiverton  in  both  branches  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  is  still  active  in  the  business  world,  and 
he  makes  his  home  near  the  place  of  his  birth  in 
a beautiful  residence,  known  as  “Nanaquakett,” 
erected  by  himself  on  the  banks  of  the  'Sakonnet 
river  in  1872,  commanding  a magnificent  view  of 
Narragansett  bay  and  the  surrounding  country. 

Captain  Church  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tiver- 
ton, R.  L,  in  the  section  of  the  town  known  as 
Bridgeport,  on  Oct.  3,  1845,  fifth  son  of  the  late 
Capt.  Joseph  and  Jemima  (Boomer)  Church.  His 
early  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the  local  schools, 
and  he  afterward  had  a term  or  two  at  Lapham 
Institute,  North  Scituate,  R.  I.  From  his  earliest 


days  he  had  been  familiar  with  the  water,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  engaged  as  cook  under 
his  father  in  the  fishing  smack  “William  Young, 
Jr.,”  continuing  in  this  boat,  in  various  capacities, 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  learning  all  there 
was  to  be  learned  about  the  management  of  a ves- 
sel. He  then  started  in  the  fish  oil  business  on  the 
schooner  “Dart,”  on  which  he  continued  three 
years,  and  then  became  master  of  her,  after  which 
he  spent  two  years  as  master  of  the  steamer 
“Osprey.”  He  then  succeeded  to  the  steamer 
“Joseph  Church,”  named  in  honor  of  his  father. 
In  1877  he  designed  and  had  the  steamer  “George 
W.  Humphrey”  built  for  him  at  Philadelphia, 
which  he  commanded  for  seventeen  years,  meeting 
with  almost  phenomenal  success.  This  steamer 
undoubtedly  was  the  most  successful  and  profitable 
fishing  vessel  ever  built.  Captain  Church  sold  his 
interest  in  the  company  in  the  winter  of  1891  to 
his  brother  Daniel  T.,  who  then  became  sole  owner 
of  the  company.  He  then  went  to  New  York  and 
engaged  in  the  commission  business,  acting  as  sell- 
ing agent  for  ail  the  menhaden  oil  and  guano  manu- 
facturers along  the  coast  until  1897,  when  he  or- 
ganized a company  which  took  over  nearly  all  of 
the  menhaden  properties  along  the  coast  and  con- 
solidated them  into  one  company,  called  The  Ameri- 
can Fisheries  Company.  Captain  Church  was 
elected  a director  and  general  manager.  The  offi- 
ces of  this  company  were  in  New  York  City.  Cap- 
tain Church  was  elected  president  of  the  company 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1901,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  he  sold  out  to  another  syndicate 
during  the  winter  of  1904  and  1905,  after  which 
he  continued  as  general  manager  for  the  latter 
concern  for  one  year,  and  then  retired  from  active 
business.  Captain  Church’s  minute  acquaintance 
with  the  fishing  business,  combined  with  his 
natural  business  acumen,  gave  him  great  advantage 
in  his  position,  and  did  much  toward  placing  The 
American  Fisheries  Company  upon  a firm  and  solid 
foundation.  Since  retiring  from  active  business 
Captain  Church  has  been  devoting  himself  to  en- 
joying the  ease  and  comfort  won  in  his  many  active 
years  in  business.  He  has  traveled  extensively 
throughout  his  own  country  as  well  as  through 
various  parts  of  Europe.  His  home,  “Nan- 
aquakett,” has  received  much  care  and  atten- 
tion,' the  grounds  being  kept  in  perfect  condition. 
The  view  of  the  beautiful  bay  and  river  from  it  is 
unsurpassed.  Captain  Church  is  well  known  to 
all  classes  of  people.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  a prominent  factor  in  the  councils  of  the  party 
in  the  State,  and  has  filled  many  positions  in  the 
gift  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  always  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents.  For  several  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  Tiverton  town  council,  and 
for  some  time  was  its  president,  and  was  again 
nominated  and  elected  to  that  same  body  in  1907, 
again  acting  as  chairman.  He  served  five  years 
as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  representing 
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the  town  of  Tiverton,  and  for  five  years  was  also 
a member  of  the  State  Senate,  serving  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Fisheries,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Davis  as  one  of  the  committee 
on  the  building  of  the  new  State  House  at  Provi- 
dence. He  was  also  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  of  Tiverton  for  several 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  construction  of  the  Tiverton-Ports- 
mouth  stone  bridge,  and  is  also  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Rhode  Island  stone  bridge  commissioners. 
Captain  Church  takes  a aeep  interest  in  all  public 
matters,  and  the  people  repose  perfect  confidence 
in  his  wisdom  and  sound  judgment.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Club  and  the  Down  Town 
Association  in  New  York  City,  and  is  also  a member 
of  the  Quequechan  Club,  of  Fall  River. 

On  INIarch  7,  1871,  Captain  Church  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  the  Humphrey  homestead  in  Tiver- 
ton, R.  I.,  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Whitman,  to  Hiss 
Mary  Humphrey,  who  was  born  March  7,  1846, 
daughter  of  the  late  George  Washington  and  Caro- 
line (Manchester)  Humphrey.  Mrs.  Church  passed 
away  March  3,  1878,  and  is  buried  in  the  Church 
family  cemetery.  To  this  union  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows : Elizabeth  E.,  born  Oct.  27, 
1873,  married  William  R.  Morse,  of  Springfield, 
111.,  who  is  a graduate  of  Brown  University,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Caroline,  Nathaniel  and 
Ruth  Morse ; Caroline  born  April  7,  1875,  is  at 
home ; and  Ruth,  born  Jan.  30,  1877,  married 
Charles  H.  Davis,  a broker  of  Fall  River,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Louisa  Church  Davis. 

On  Nov.  9,  1879,  Captain  Church  married 
(second)  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  the  Rev.  J.  Howard 
Sydam  officiating.  Miss  Rhoda  Louise  Seabury, 
who  was  born  hlarch  8,  1843,  daughter  of  William 
Harrison  and  Lydia  Ann  (Brownell)  Seabury,  of 
New  York,  formerly  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  Mrs. 
Church  died  March  21,  1906,  in  the  faith  of  the 
L^niversalist  Church.  Of  the  two  children  of  this 
marriage.  IMary  Louise,  born  July  22,  1883.  died 
young;  and  Nathaniel  Boomer,  Jr.,  born  July  24, 
1887,  is  now  a student  in  college  at  Philadelphia. 
Captain  Church’s  pleasant  home  is  presided  over 
by  his  daughter.  Miss  Caroline,  who  is  her  father’s 
devoted  companion. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  B.  Church  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  influential  men  of  the  .State,  and  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  all  along  the  Atlantic 
coast.  He  is  endowed  with  natural  ability  which 
has  materially  assisted  in  the  development  of  the 
various  business  enterprises  with  which  he  has 
been  connected.  He  is  a natural-born  leader  of 
men.  and  his  warm-hearted,  generous  disposition, 
combined  with  his  affable,  genial  nature,  has  won 
him  many  stanch  and  loyal  friendships.  ' He  is 
much  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  native  town, 
and  has  given  much  of  his  time  and  means  to 


every  good  project  which  has  had  for  its  object 
the  advancement  and  betterment  of  the  town’s  in- 
terests. As  a citizen  Captain  Church  is  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive,  and  commands  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  his 
long  and  active  career  has  been  spent.  He  is  such 
a man  as  any  community  can  ill  afford  to  lose. 

(VHI)  C.-\PT.  George  Livingston  Church, 
now  living  retired  from  business  cares,  was  a mem- 
ber of  tlie  well-known  firm  of  Joseph  Church  & 
Company.  He  was  born  at  the  Church  homestead 
in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  living 
sons  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  Church  and  his  wife, 
Jemima  Boomer.  His  birth  occurred  Jan.  2,  1848, 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  local  schools 
and  at  Lapham  Institute,  North  Scituate,  R.  I. 
Like  the  others  sons  of  his  father,  he  early  took 
to  the  water,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  be- 
came cook  on  the  fishing  sloop  “Storm,”  com- 
manded by  his  brother,  Capt.  Daniel  T.  Church. 
On  this  vessel  he  spent  three  years,  and  then  be- 
came cook  and  fishennan  on  the  “William  Young, 
Jr.,”  on  which  he  continued  until  in  1869,  in  which 
year  with  his  brother,  Isaac  L.,  he  engaged  in  men- 
haden fishing.  In  1870  the  well-known  firm  of 
Joseph  Church  & Company  was  formed,  and  Cap- 
tain Church  became  a member  of  this  company, 
ill  1874  he  became  master  of  the  steamer  “Seven 
Brothers,”  succeeding  his  brother,  Capt.  James 
Boomer  Church,  and  after  three  years  he  assumed 
the  command  of  the  steamer  “Bessie  Snow,”  and 
engaged  in  fishing  off  the  coast  of  Maine  for  six 
years.  In  1884  he  became  master  of  the  steamer 
“Joseph  Church,”  which  he  commanded  for  a 
period  of  seven  years.  In  1888  he  sold  out  his  in- 
terests in  the  firm  of  Joseph  Church  & Company, 
but  continued  in  the  employ  of  his  brother,  Capt. 
Daniel  T.,  and  others  in  the  fishing  business  until 
1891,  in  which  year  he  retired.  He  has  since  lived 
retired  from  active  business  with  the  exception  of 
about  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  a 
partner  of  j\Ir.  Peleg  D.  Humphrey-  in  the  lumber 
and  coal  business  in  Tiverton. 

Captain  Church  has  always  been  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  takes  a deep  interest  in  his 
party.  He  was  a member  of  the  town  committee 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  was  its  chairman  during 
that  period.  In  1888  and  1889  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1891  was 
elected  a member  of  the  State  Senate  and  served 
three  years,  being  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Fisheries  and  its  secretary.  He  has  also  filled  the 
office  of  school  trustee.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  Eureka  Lodge,  No-.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Ports- 
mouth, Rhode  Island. 

Captain  Church  is  a member  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church  of  Tiverton,  and  has  been  collector 
of  the  church  corporation  since  1870.  Mrs.  Church 
has  been  -organist  of  the  church  for  over  forty  years. 
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and  like  all  members  of  the  Church  family  they  are 
liberal  in  their  support  of  the  church  and  all 
charitable  objects. 

On  Nov.  20,  1872,  Captain  Church  was  married 
(first)  to  Olivia  J.  Gregory,  who  was  born  in  De- 
cember, 1851,  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  A. 
Gregory.  Mrs.  Church  passed  away  Oct.  3,  1890, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Church  family  cemetery. 
Captain  Church  married  (second)  Mrs.  Abbie  E. 
Haddock,  daughter  of  Henry  B.  Gardner,  of  Tiver- 
ton, and  widow  of  Isaac  Haddock,  of  Newport. 

(VHI)  Mrs.  Calista  (Church)  Cottrell, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  Church,  was 
born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  June  29,  1851,  and  attended 
the  common  schools  of  her  native  town  in  the 
Bridgeport  district,  and  also  the  Oread  Institute, 
at  Worcester,  Mass.  On  Nov.  23,  1875,  she  mar- 
ried A.  Frank  Cottrell,  of  Tiverton. 

A.  Frank  Cottrell  was  born  Sept.  28,  1855, 
in  Tiverton,  son  of  Abraham  and  Bridget  Cottrell, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town.  Nearly 
his  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  fishing.  He  first 
worked  for  William  J.  Brightman  & Co.,  and  in 
1881  he  became  engaged  in  the  same  line  with 
Joseph  Church  & Co.,  at  their  Portsmouth  ( R.  I.  ) 
plant,  becoming  superintendent  of  the  factory. 
Here  he  continued  until  1889.  He  then  spent  the 
next  nine  years  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Church, 
Hathaway  & Co.,  as  superintendent  of  their  plant 
at  Linekin,  Maine,  and  in  1898  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  The  American  Fisheries  Company’s 
plant  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  where  he  continued  until 
1906.  He  then  resigned  to  enter  the  firm  of 
Church,  Cottrell,  Cottrell  & Luther,  which  firm  is 
engaged  in  the  food  fishing  business  at  Tiverton 
and  Newport.  Mr.  Cottrell  is  a Democrat,  but 
cares  little  about  public  office.  He  is  a member 
of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  but  out- 
side of  his  business  he  devotes  himself  to  his  home 
and  family,  being  entirely  domestic  in  his  habits. 

In  1880  Mrs.  Cottrell  became  identified  with 
the  firm  of  Joseph  Church  & Co.,  having  charge  of 
the  cook  house  until  1891.  When  the  property 
passed  into  the  hands  of  The  American  Fisheries 
Company  she  assumed  a like  position  with  the  new 
company,  and  continued  until  1906,  when  she  re- 
signed, since  then  devoting  herself  to  her  home. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cottrell  have  been  born  five 
children,  as  follows:  Mary,  who  married  Dr.  A. 
C.  Sanford,  of  Newport,  and  died  April  19,  1902, 
leaving  one  child,  Cora  G.,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Cottrell ; Gertrude, 
who  married  Charles  J.  Sumner,  of  Tiverton,  and 
has  two  children,  Mary  G.  and  Charles  J.,  Jr. ; 
Calista  C.,  at  home ; and  A.  Frank,  Jr.,  and  James 
T.,  who  are  attending  the  School  of  Technology 
at  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  is  a member  of  the  Central  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society.  She  has  taught  in  the  Sun- 


day-school and  is  much  interested  in  all  church 
work. 

ROBERT  HALL,  M.  D.  The  earnest  and 
sincere  worker  and  student  is  bound  to  succeed  in 
spite  of  any  obstacle  that  may  be  found  in  his  path. 
The  homeopathic  medical  world  gained  a distinct 
and  decided,  victory  when  Dr.  Robert  Hall  turned 
his  energy  and  marked  ability  from  allopathic  fields 
to  become  a follower  of  the  immortal  Hahnemann. 
Dr.  Hall  was  born  in  the  town  of  West  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  May  18,  1830,  son  of  Robert  Hall. 

Robert  Hall,  the  father,  was  a native  of  West 
Greenwich,  son  of  Caleb  Hall,  and  lived  all  his 
life  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born.  Like  his 
father  he  dev^oted  his  energies  to  farming.  In 
politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  he  represented  West 
Greenwich  in  the  State  Legislature,  also  holding  a 
number  of  minor  offices,  and  performing  his 
duties  in  a manner  to  reflect  credit  on  the  wisdom 
of  his  constituents  in  choosing  him  their  represent- 
ative. He  married  Zilpha  Weaver,  of  Coventry,  R. 
I.,  and  to  them  were  born  these  children,  of  whom 
Dr.  Hall  is  the  only  survivor:  Albert;  Thurston, 
who  died  in  1891,  leaving  a daughter  Mary  A.,  a 
graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  and  for  many  years 
a teacher  in  the  Providence  schools ; Matilda,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; Nancy,  deceased ; 
Cynthia,  who  married  Burrill  Matteson ; and 
Robert. 

Robert  Plall,  M.  D.,  received  in  his  youth  the 
training  in  industry  common  to  the  sons  of  New 
England  farmers,  and  he  acquired  such  education 
as  the  country  district  schools  afforded.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to  the  Academy  at 
Worcester,  Mass.,  and  subsequently  attended  the 
seminary  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  Books  appealed 
to  him,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  school,  with  a view  of  entering  one  of  the 
learned  professions.  The  next  year  he  began  his 
medical  studies  under  Dr.  George  D.  Wilcox,  who 
was  his  preceptor  for  three  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1856,  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York 
City.  He  took  post-graduate  work  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College.  In  1857  he  located  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Centerville,  R.  I., 
where  he  remained  fourteen  years. 

On  Aug.  20,  1861,  Dr.  Hall  married  Susan 
Wood  Randall,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Adaline 
Randall,  of  W’arwick,  R.  I.  Stephen  Randall  was 
a manufacturer,  and  the  inventor  of  a machine  for 
cottonizing  flax,  which  was  in  general  use  for 
several  years.  After  the  war  he  went  South,  and 
was  engaged  for  some  time  in  the  erection  of  cot- 
ton mills.  On  Jan.  i,  1883,  Dr.  Hall  purchased 
the  handsome  residence  on  Cranston  street. 
Providence,  where  he  now  resides,  and  which  for 
years  has  been  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  In  1871  Dr.  Hall  removed  to 
Providence  and  formed  a partnership  with  Dr.  A. 
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B.  Foster,  with  whom  he  remained  eleven  years,  at 
No.  233  Old  High  street. 

^ Dr.  Hall,  although  a graduate  of  the  old  school, 
practices  homeopathy,  being  convinced  that  that 
system  is  superior  to  that  of  allopathy.  After  his 
graduation  in  medicine  he  studied  in  other  hospi- 
tals and  colleges  that  .he  might  the  more  thoroughly 
prepare  himself  for  his  chosen  profession.  He  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  at  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  and  at  Black- 
well  s Island  Hospital,  and  afterward  completed 
his  post  graduate  course  by  spending  five  months  in 
the  hospital  at  Vienna,  Austria — the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Vienna.  Dr.  Hall’s  practice 
is  general  in  its  character,  but  he  has  had  marked 
success  in  gynecology,  and  in  the  treatment  of 
fever.  During  the  epidemic  commencing  in  the 
fall  of  1883  and  ending  in  the  spring  of  1884,  he 
treated  sixty-five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  without 
losing  a case ; and  during  the  epidemic  of  influenza 
of  the  winter  of  1889-90,  he  treated  a large  number 
of  cases — over  700  in  two  months  time — without 
the  loss  of  a single  patient  without  complications. 
In  his  chosen  field  of  work  Dr.  Hall  has  few  equals 
and  no  superiors.  He  is  distinctly  a professional 
man,  and  has  little  time  for  other  than  strictly  pro- 
fessional work.  As  a physician  he  belongs  to  a 
class  who  lead  the  profession,  and  to  whom  the 
world  is  indebted,  especially  during  these  later 
years,  for  the  great  progress  made  in  the  science 
of  the  healing'  art.  Dr.  Hall  has  for  years  been  one 
of  tbe  foremost  practitioners  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
has  always  lent  to  his  profession  a dignity  that  has 
been  marked.  Few,  if  any,  have  been  more  suc- 
cessful from  both  a professional  and  financial  stand- 
point. 

Professionally  Dr.  Hall  is  a member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Society, 
and  was  one  of  fourteen  members  of  the  “Boston 
Gynecological  Club,”  for  a number  of  years  meet- 
ing monthly.  He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Homeopathic  Society  before  tbe  war,  and 
after  bis  coming  to  Providence  one  of  its  re-organ- 
izers, meeting  for  that  purpose  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Von  Gottshack.  The  Doctor  also  belongs  to  tbe 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy.  His  fraternal 
connections  are  with  the  Manchester  Lodge,  No. 
12,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Warwick,  R.  I.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Matthewson  street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  chairman  of 
its  board  of  trustees,  and  bas  been  a member  of 
the  House  committee  for  years.  In  national  af- 
fairs his  sympathy  is  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  in  local  affairs  his  selections  are  made  wholly 
without  regard  for  political  party, 

DENISON.  (Providence  family).  There  is 
now  living  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Fredrica  Denison,  a representative  of  two 
ancient  and  prominent  families  respectively  of  this 
Commonwealth  and  the  neighboring  State  of  Con- 


necticut, viz.,  the  jManton  and  Denison  families. 
The  head  of  this  Providence  branch  of  the  Con- 
necticut Denisons  was  the  late  Rev.  Frederic  Deni- 
son, citizen,  soldier,  preacher  and  author,  who, 
while  not  a Rhode  Islander  by  birth,  was  one  by 
education  and  by  many  years  of  useful  citizenship. 

The  Connecticut  Denisons  sprang  from  an  an- 
cient English  family  traceable  to  the  time  of  the 
Crusaders.  The  Denisons  were  originally  from 
Bishop  Stortford,  Hertfordshire,  England,  the 
name  being  variously  spelled.  One  John  Denyson 
was  living  at  Stortford  in  1567,  his  wife’s  Christian 
name  being  Agnes.  He  died  in  1582.  One  of  their 
sons,  William  Denison,  who  was  baptized  Eeb.  3, 
1571,  married  Nov.  7,  1603,  Margaret  Monck 
Chandler,  and  in  1631  they  came  to  New  England 
with  their  three  sons,  Daniel,  Edward  and  George. 
William  Denison  brought  with  him  a very  good 
estate  and  settled  himself  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  where 
he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1653  J 
wife  passed  away  about  eight  years  previously. 

Capt.  George  Denison,  a son  o‘f  William,  baptized 
Dec.  10,  1620,  at  Stortford,  England,  accompanied 
his  father  to  New  England  in  1631.  He  married 
(first)  about  1640  Bridget  Thompson,  who  died 
in  1643.  They  had  two  daughters.  He  then  went 
to  England,  served  under  Cromwell  ip  the  army  of 
the  Parliament  and  won  distinction.  He  was 
wounded  at  Naseby  and  nursed  at  the  home  of 
John  Borodell  by  the  latter’s  daughter  Ann,  whom 
he  married,  returning  with  her  to  New  England 
in  1645.  He  resided  at  Roxbury  until  1651,  when, 
with  his  family,  he  located  at  New  London,  Conn. 
Residing  there  until  1654,  he  then  came  to  Stoning- 
ton,  wdiere  with  his  family  he  continued  to  live  until 
his  death,  Oct.  24,  1694.  Captain  Denison  became, 
perhaps,  the  most  distinguished  soldier,  excepting 
Capt.  John  -Mason,  of  early  Connecticut.  He  served 
as  captain  of  the  New  London  forces  under  Major 
Robert  Treat  in  King  Philip’s  war,  participating 
in  the  Great  Swamp  Eight  of  Dec.  19,  1675,  and 
in  subsequent  campaigns.  From  this  Capt.  George 
Denison  came  the  Stonington  family  of  that  name, 
including  the  Providence,  R.  L,  branch  of  which  we 
write. 

A native  of  the  old  town  of  Stonington,  Conn., 
the  head  of  the  Providence  family  of  Denisons  was 
descended  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Capt. 
George  and  Ann  (Borodell)  Denison,  his  lineage 
being  tbrough  John  B.,  Daniel,  Daniel  (2),  Isaac 
and  Isaac  (2).  These  generations  in  detail  follow. 

(H)  John  B.  Denison,  born  July  14,  1646, 
married  Nov.  26,  1667,  Phebe,  daughter  of  Robert 
Lay,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.  They  died,  he  in  1698 
and  she  in  1699.  Their  children  were : Phebe, 
John,  George,  Robert,  William,  Daniel,  Samuel, 
Ann,  Sarah  and  Phebe. 

(HI)  Daniel  Denison,  born  March  28,  1680, 
married  (first)  Jan.  i,  1703,  Mary,  born  Feb.  3, 
1687,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Joanna  (Gardner) 
Stanton.  She  died  Sept.  2,  1724,  and  he  married 
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(second)  Oct.  27,  1726,  Jane  Cogswell,  and  (third) 
Nov.  17,  1737,  Mrs.  Abigail  (Fish)  Eldredge.  He 
died  Oct.  13,  1747.  His  children,  all  born  to  the 
first  marriage,  were:  Mary,  Daniel,  Beebe,  Rachel, 
Esther,  Lucy,  John,  Prudence,  Daniel,  Phebe  and 
Sarah. 

(IV)  Daniel  Denison  (2),  born  March  22,  1720, 
married  May  27,  1742,  Esther  Wheeler,  born  Feb. 
15,  1722.  They  died,  he  May  9,  1776,  and  she 
March  31,  1814.  Their  children  were:  Esther, 
Daniel,  Phebe,  Robert,  Isaac,  Henry,  Hannah, 
Mary,  Hannah  (2),  Phebe  (2),  Frederick,  Eunice 
and  Ann. 

(V)  Isaac  Denison,  born  Dec.  20,  1751,  married 
Nov.  10,  1773,  Eunice  Williams,  and  they  lived  in 
Stonington,  Conn.  Their  children  were : Eben- 
ezer,  Esther,  Sarah,  Thankful,  Eunice,  Ann  B., 
Mercy,  Isaac,  Daniel,  Frederick,  Elisha  W.  and 
Hezekiah. 

(VI)  Isaac  Denison  (2),  born  Feb.  i,  1790, 
married  Feb.  18,  1817,  Levina  Fish,  born  Oct.  i, 
1794,  daughter  of  Sands  and  Bridget  (Gallup) 
Fish.  They  died,  he  Aug.  28,  1855,  and  she  July 
22,  1890.  The  children  were : Isaac  W.,  born 
Nov.  20,  1817;  Frederic,  born  Sept.  28,  1819; 
Charles  C.,  born  Sept.  20,  1821 ; Bridget  G.,  born 
Alarch  13,  1824;  John  L.,  born  Sept.  19,  1826; 
Daniel  AV.,  born  Sept.  5,  1828;  Emily  F.,  born 
March  13,  1831  ; Eliza  F.,  born  Aug.  21,  1833;  and 
Frances  L.,  born  May  8,  1837. 

(VH)  Frederic  Denisox,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Levina  (Fish)  Denison,  was  born  Sept.  28,  1819, 
in  the  village  of  Mystic,  Stonington,  Conn.  After 
his  early  schooling  at  Bacon  Academy,  Colchester. 
Conn.,  he  entered  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
tute, at  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  prepared  for 
college  in  the  two  years  ending  in  1843.  During 
his  course  in  these  two  preparatory  schools  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  used  it  to  earn 
money  for  his  education.  After  completing  his  pre- 
paratory course  he  worked  as  a carpenter  during 
the  summer  of  1843  September  entered 

Brown  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1847.  He  was  licensed  as  a Baptist 
preacher  while  at  Suffield.  Immediately  after 
graduating  from  Brown  University  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  the  summer  of  1847,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  and  became  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  he 
remained  until  1854,  when  he  became  pastor  of  the 
Central  Baptist  Church  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  until 
1859.  From  1859  to  1861  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Central  Falls  Baptist  Church,  now  the  Broad 
Street  Church  in  that  city.  From  1861  to  1864  he 
served  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war.  From 
Nov.  7,  i86r,  to  January  19,  1863,  he  was  chap- 
lain of  the  1st  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  From  Jan. 
20,  1863,  to  Oct.  5,  1864,  he  was  chaplain  of  the 
3d  Rhode  Island  Heavv  Artillery.  He  served  in 
Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida. 
Later  he  was . aide-de-camp,  and  assistant  allot- 


ment commissioner.  On  one  occasion  while 
aide-de-camp,  riding  unexpectedly  into  the 
enemy’s  line  accompanied  only  by  his  colored 
servant,  he  disarmed  and  captured  six  men, 
making  them  prisoners  of  war. 

Returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Denison  entered 
on  his  second  pastorate  with  the  First  Church  at 
Westerly,  where  he  remained  from  1865  to  1871. 
After  this  he  was  pastor  of  two  churches,  viz.,  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  1872-1873;  at  Woonsocket,  R. 
L,  1874-1876.  For  a year  after  that  he  preached 
at  the  Roger  Williams  Baptist  Church  at  Wans- 
kuck,  in  Providence.  He  then  retired  from  the 
active  ministry  and  established  his  home  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  where  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Mr.  Denison  received  the  degree  of  iMaster  of 
Arts  in  course  from  Brown  University  and  was 
an  active  member  of  its  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Chapter. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  of 
the  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Historical  Society  of 
Rhode  Island  and  of  Slocum  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  was  a member  and  president  of 
the  Veteran  Citizens’  Historical  Society,  chaplain 
and  official  poet  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  historical 
registrar  of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention. The  kindliness  of  his  nature  is  seen  in 
the  fact  that  for  many  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals. He  wrote  much.  He  contributed  articles  to 
the  Providence  Journal  and  was  for  thirty  years  a 
contributor  to  the  “Watchman,”  a Baptist  paper 
of  Boston.  He  wrote,  also,  for  other  periodicals, 
viz.,  “Examiner,”  “Religious  Herald”  and  “Chris- 
tian Secretary.”  He  was  the  author  of  the  following 
books  : “The  Sabbath  Institution,”  1854 ; “Histori- 
cal Notes  of  the  Baptists  and  their  Principles,  in 
Norwich,  Conn.,”  1857;  “The  Supper  Institution,” 
i860;  “The  Evangelist,  or  Life  and  Labors  of  Rev. 
Jabez  S.  Swan”  (edited  by  Mr.  Denison),  1873; 
“Sabres  and  Spurs,  or  History  of  the  First  Rhode 
Island  Cavalry,”  1876;  “Westerly  and  its  Wit- 
nesses for  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Years,”  1878; 
“Shot  and  Shell,  or  History  of  the  Third  Rhode 
Island  Heavy  Artillery,”  1879;  “Illustrated  New 
Bedford,  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Nantucket,”  1880; 
“Picturesque  Narragansett,”  1879;  “Picturesque 
Rhode  Island.”  Besides  he  published  many  pamph- 
lets, memorial  discourses,  historical  sketches,  army 
hymns  and  gospel  hymns.  He  wielded  a facile 
pen  and  had  a forceful  and  perspicuous  style.  He 
prepared  the  genealogical  records  of  several  fami- 
lies, including  his  own  and  that  of  his  wife. 

Mr.  Denison  was  the  original  projector,  in  Au- 
gust, 1881,  of  the  movement  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  the  monument,  in  the  North  Burial 
ground  in  Providence,  to  the  memory  of  the  French 
soldiers  who  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
and  are  buried  there.  He  delivered  the  address 
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when  the  monument  was  unveiled.  On  July  lo, 
1889,  he  delivered  the  address  at  the  unveiling  of 
the  Duffie  Memorial,  erected  in  the  North  Burial 
ground,  Providence,  to  the  memory  of  Gen.  Alfred 
Napoleon  Duffie.  He  was  also  one  of  the  prime 
movers,  and  labored  incessantly,  for  the  erection 
of  the  Canonicus  Boulder  at  Sachem’s  Glen,  in  the 
North  Burial  ground.  Providence. 

On  Jan.  12,  1848,  Mr.  Denison  was  married  to 
Amey  Randall  Manton,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
Shadrach  and  Amey  (Randall)  Manton,  of  Provi- 
dence. Two  children  were  born  of  this  union,  one 
of  whom,  Fredrica,  survives,  and  now  resides  in 
Providence.  The  mother  passed  away  Oct.  19, 
1884.  The  father  survived  until  Aug.  16,  1901. 
Both  are  buried  in  Elm  Grove  cemetery,  at  INIystic, 
Conn.,  where  his  ancestors  for  generations  have 
been  buried. 

i\Ir.  Denison’s  life  was  one  of  great  usefulness 
in  many  spheres.  He  was  courteous  in  his  bearing 
toward  all,  retaining  something  of  a military  air. 
He  was  gentle  in  spirit,  firm  in  principle,  indefati- 
gable in  toil  and  unwearied  in  his  service  to  all  good 
causes.  He  reverently  found  God’s  work  in  nature 
and  in  history,  and,  obedient  to  God’s  voice  in  his 
own  soul,  enjoyed  the  work  of  seeking  to  lead 
other  men  of  the  same  obedience.  He  was  a faith- 
ful preacher  of  the  gospel,  a patriotic  citizen,  a 
lover  of  God  and  his  fellow-men.  He  died  at 
almost  fourscore  and  two  years,  revered  and  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  him. 

POTTER  FAMILY.  This  family,  which  has 
been  of  long  and  honorable  standing  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, dating  back  to  the  earliest  settlement  of  that 
region,  has  furnished  to  the  State  many  of  its 
noted  and  able  men.  The  founder  of  the  American 
line,  Robert  Potter,  was  thought  to  have  come  to 
this  country  from  Coventry,  England. 

(I)  Robert  Potter  arrived  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  in 
1630,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  Sept.  3,  1631. 
Removing  soon  after  to  Rhode  Island,  he  was  for 
a time  a resident  of  the  Colony  at  Portsmouth,  but 
was  recorded  as  an  inhabitant  of  Newport  in  July, 
1638.  Three  years  later  he  united  with  Gorton  in 
the  settlement  of  Shawomet,  now  Warwick,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  twelve  purchasers  of  the 
site  of  that  town  from  the  Indian  Miantonomi,  and 
it  appears  that  he  had  his  share  set  off  on  War- 
wick Neck  and  other  places.  He  represented  War- 
wick in  the  Rhode  Island  General  Council  in  1648- 
51-52  and  in  1655.  The  name  of  Robert  Potter’s 
first  wife  is  not  known.  She  died  in  1643, 
mother  of  five  children,  Anthony,  Ichabod,  Eliza- 
beth, Deliverance  and  John.  His  second  wife, 
Sarah,  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1661. 

(H)  John  Potter,  born  in  1639,  niarried  (first), 
June  2,  1664,  Ruth  Fisher,  daughter  of  Edward, 
and  (second),  Jan.  7,  1684-85,  Sarah  Collins.  His 
children  were;  Robert,  Fisher,  John,  Wdlliam, 
Samuel,  Isabella,  Ruth,  Edward  and  Content.  Mr. 
Potter  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  Rhode 


Island  General  Court.  He  took  his  family  to  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island  and  stayed  there  during  the 
Indian  war.  Soon  after  it  was  ended  he  returned 
to  Warwick  and  there  died  in  1694. 

(HI)  John  Potter,  born  Nov.  21,  1669,  was 
killed  Eeb.  5,  1711,  by  the  falling  of  a tree.  He 
married  Jane  Burlingame,  daughter  of  Roger  and 
Mary  Burlingame.  Their  children  were  Tohn, 
Fisher,  Mary,  William,  Amy  and  Alice.  After 
the  death  of  John  Potter  his  widow  became  the  wife 
of  his  brother  Edward. 

(IV)  Fisher  Potter,  born  in  Cranston,  R.  L, 
Sept.  29,  1706,  died  April  28,  1789.  He  married 
Nov.  10,  1728,  Mary  Winsor,  who  was  born  in  1707 
and  died  in  1789.  She  was  a great-granddaughter 
of  Roger  Williams,  through  his  daughter  Mercy, 
who  married  for  her  second  husband  Samuel  Win- 
sor. Their  son, 'Samuel  Winsor,  Jr.,  married  Mercy 
Harding  and  became  the  father  of  Mrs.  Potter.  The 
children  of  Fisher  and  Mary  Potter  were  as  fol- 
lows: Philip,  born  Aug.  27,  1729;  Samuel,  Jan. 
10,  1731;  Mary,  Dec.  23,  1733;  Fisher,  June  10, 
1735;  Jeremiah,  March  3,  1737;  Phebe,  May  20, 
1742;  Christopher,  Aug.  22,  1744;  John,  Nov.  ii, 
1747;  Winsor,  Jan.  15,  1749. 

(V)  John  Potter  was  born  in  Scituate,  R.  I., 
Nov.  II,  1747,  and  resided  with  his  parents  on  a 
farm  about  a third  of  a mile  south  of  the  Four 
Corners.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  John,  who  was  a stonemason,  was  at  work  at  his 
trade  about  two  miles  below  Pawtuxet.  He  heard 
in  the  early  morning  the  alarm  bells  ringing  in 
Providence,  for  the  advance  of  the  British  on  Con- 
cord and  Lexington.  He  walked  to  Providence, 
and,  hearing  the  call  for  troops,  went  to  Scituate, 
and  from  there  to  Hopkins’  Mills,  where  his  mili- 
tary company  met.  Volunteering,  with  others,  they 
marched  to  Providence  that  night,  and  there  learned 
that  the  affair  was  over.  They  therefore  were  not 
needed  then,  but  were  told  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  go  at  a moment’s  warning.  His  walk 
of  thirty-eight  miles  that  day  satisfied  Mr.  Potter 
with  foot  service,  and  he  enlisted  in  a troop  of  horse, 
entering  the  service  soon  after.  He  was  detailed 
as  a “rider”  or  messenger,  and  in  that  capacity  went 
from  place  to  place  carrying  orders  and  news. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  enlistment 
John  Potter  married,  and  settled  in  North  Scituate, 
and  there  his  three  eldest  children  were  born. 
During  these  years  he  served  as  “picket  guard”  on 
the  shores  near  Point  Judith,  guarding  against 
boat  expeditions  from  the  British  fieet,  to  forage 
the  country.  Toward  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
commissioned  as  ensign  in  the  company  of  minute 
men  in  Scituate.  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  was 
ever  in  the  field  with  that  company.  After  the 
struggle  was  over  he  built  a house  south  of  the 
Four  Corners  in  Scituate.  where  he  lived  until  his 
death.  When  peace  was  established  he  and  his  wife 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends.  They  had  long 
been  of  that  belief,  but  would  not  join  until  the 
fighting  was  ended.  ♦ 
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John  Potter  married  Wait  Waterman,  on  Sept. 
8,  1777.  She  was  born  Dec.  17,  1750,  and  died  in 
1835.  Her  parents  were  Col.  John  and  Sally 
(Fenner)  Waterman.  The  children  of  John  and 
Wait  Potter  were  seven  in  number:  (i)  Water- 
man, born  March  18,  1782,  married  (first),  Oct.  3, 
1813,  Clarissa  Wolcott,  who  died  in  1823.  His 
second  wife  was  Tryphena  Stedman,  whom  he 
married  March  25,  1824.  Waterman  Potter  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  at  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  May  20,  1852,  his  widow  surviving  until 
1867.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children,  three  by 
the  first  wife  and  two  by  the  second.  One  of  his 
sons  was  the  late  Dr.  Albert  Potter,  of  Chepachet, 
a record  of  whose  family  appears  elsewhere.  (2) 
Elizabeth,  born  March  14,  1784,  was  married  Oct. 
24,  1802,  to  Peter  Cushman.  She  died  March  ii, 
1823,  leaving  three  daughters,  who  made  their  home 
with  their  grandfather  Potter.  (3)  Mary,  born 
May  7,  1786,  was  married  Dec.  28,  1807,  to  William 
Smith,  and  resided  in  Scituate,  where  she  died  Jan. 
21,  1855.  They  had  eight  children.  (4)  John  was 
born  Jan.  25,  1789.  (5)  Waity,  born  April  14, 
1791,  died  Aug.  3,  1837,  in  Ohio,  unmarried.  (6) 
Jeremy,  born  Dec.  18,  1795,  married  (first)  Amey 
W.  Harris,  who  died  in  1836.  His  second  wife 
was  Mrs.  Eliza  F.  (Harris)  Hamilton,  who  sur- 
vived him,  dying  in  1883.  Jeremy  Potter  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  at  Scituate,  later  removing  to 
^ Burrillville,  where  he  died  March  3,  1879.  He  was 
the  father  of  four  sons  by  his  first  wife,  and  one 
daughter  by  the  second.  [See  more  complete 
record  of  his  family  elsewhere.]  (7)  Sally,  born 
March  29,  1797,  died  Sept.  18,  1868,  married. 

John  Potter  died  Feb.  14,  1825,  and  his  widow 
Jan.  10,  1835.  They  were  buried  in  a family  bury- 
ing ground  on  the  farm,  which  also  contains  the  re- 
mains of  his  parents. 

(VI)  John  Potter  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born 
Jan.  25,  1789,  in  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  was  brought 
up  to  farm  work,  and  resided  on  the  home  farm 
until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  settled  on  a farm 
which  he  had  purchased  about  one  mile  west  of 
Scituate,  on  the  Hartford  turnpike.  There  he  re- 
sided the  rest  of  his  life,  and  there  died  Aug.  3, 
1872.  He  was  a successful  farmer  and  was  well-to-do 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Scituate.  At  first  he  was  a Whig  in 
political  views,  and  later  a Republican,  and  he  held 
a number  of  town  offices,  including  that  of  member 
of  the  town  council.  In  early  life  he  was  an  officer 
in  the  old  local  militia.  He  was  a highly  esteemed 
citizen,  and  a man  of  splendid  business  judgment. 

On  April  8,  1813,  Mr.  I’otter  was  married  to 
Mary  Arnold,  a descendant  of  William  Arnold, 
who  came  to  New  England  in  1636,  and  who  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Providence,  being  an  associ- 
ate of  Roger  Williams  and  one  of  the  thirteen  origi- 
nal grantees  of  “Pawtuxet  Purchase.”  To  John 
and  Mary  Potter  eight  children  were  born:  (i) 
Phebe  W.,  born  Nov.  9,  1819,  was  married  Feb.  28, 


1850,  to  Thomas  Wickes  Gardiner,  a farmer,  and 
resided  at  Warwick  Neck,  where  she  died  June  13, 
1888.  They  had  four  children,  James  S.  (de- 
ceased), Mary  E.,  Caroline  P.  and  Nellie  R.  (2) 
Philip  A.,  born  Nov.  28,  1821,  resides  in  Denver, 
Colo.  He  married  a lady  of  that  city.  (3)  Wil- 
liam H.,  born  March  12,  1823,  was  married  April 
15,  1852,  to  Lydia  A.  Steere.  He  was  a machinist, 
and  resided  in  Scituate  until  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  when  he  removed  to  Danielson,  Conn.,  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter,  (Mrs.  George  Jenks, 
and  there  died  April  26,  1888.  (4)  Elizabeth  C., 

born  IMarch  15,  1825,  died  in  Providence,  unmar- 
ried. (5)  Caroline  F.,  born  April  20,  1827,  is  un- 
married and  resides  in  Providence.  (6)  John  W., 
was  born  Dec.  31,  1828.  (7)  Mary  A.,  born  Nov. 

15,  1831,  was  a teacher  of  painting,  and  died  in 
Providence,  unmarried.  (8)  Isaac  Mathewson  was 
born  Aug.  27,  1833. 

(VH)  John  Waterman  Potter  was  born  Dec. 
31,  1828,  at  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  his  early  education 
was  received  in  the  district  school.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  Worcester  Academy,  at  Worcester, 
Mass.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
after  he  had  finished  his  schooling  he  returned  to 
the  home  farm  in  Scituate,  where  he  was  engaged 
for  several  years.  Afterward  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
and  met  with  marked  success.  He  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  1880,  when,  in  company  with  the  late 
James  S.  Gardiner,  he  formed  a partnership  in  the 
retail  lumber  business  under  the  name  of  Potter 
& Gardiner,  with  office  and  yards  at  Nos.  258-264 
Eddy  street.  The  partnership  with  Mr.  Gardiner 
was  continued  during  the  life  of  that  gentleman, 
and  after  his  death  Mr.  Charles  C.  Gardiner  was 
taken  in  as  a partner,  the  firm  name  remaining  un- 
changed. The  firm  is  one  of  the  leading,  best- 
known  and  most  reliable  concerns  in  that  line  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Potter  is  also  president  of  the  L.  H. 
Gage  Lumber  Company,  of  Providence,  with  stock 
yards  at  Alemphis,  Tenn.,  a concern  which  confines 
itself  strictly  to  the  wholesale  business  in  hard- 
woods. Mr.  Potter  has  become  very  successful 
in  his  business  undertakings  and  holds  a position 
among  the  substantial  men  of  Providence.  He  has 
a name  for  straightforward  business  dealings,  and 
is  a man  of  high  integrity.  He  is  still  active  for 
one  of  his  years,  is  a member  of  the  West  Side  Club, 
and  attends  the  Central  Congregational  Church. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but  his  activity  in 
political  affairs  begins  and  ends  with  the  casting  of 
his  vote. 

On  Jan.  22,  1880,  Mr.  Potter  was  married  to 
Miss  Jane  E.  Sheldon,  who  died  May  23,  1892.  He 
was  again  married,  Dec.  12,  1894,  to  Miss  Adelaide 
Stockbridge.  Mr.  Potter’s  handsome  residence  is 
at  No.  451  Broadway,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
among  the  members  of  the  city’s  best  social  circles. 

(YH)  CoL.  Isaac  IM.xthewson  Potter  was 
born  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  Aug.  27,  1833,  and  received 
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his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  at  Smithville  Seminary,  North  Scituate, 
since  known  as  Lapham  Institute.  He  also  studied 
bookkeeping  at  Scholfield’s  Commercial  College, 
Providence.  He  remained  at  home  and  worked  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  was  apprenticed  to  a manufacturing  jeweler  in 
Providence,  with  whom  he  continued  about  three 
and  a half  years,  serving  faithfully  and  gaining 
considerable  practical  knowledge  of  the  business. 
In  the  autumn  of  1856,  having  saved  enough  by 
industry  and  economy  to  commence  jDUsiness  on 
his  own  account,  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Albert  W.  Delnah,  and  began  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  on  a moderate  scale  on  Eddy  street,  Provi- 
dence, Mr.  Potter  having  the  general  financial 
management  of  the  concern.  This  firm  continued 
until  1861,  at  which  time  they  had  built  up  and 
established  a growing  and  successful  patronage. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1861,  Mr. 
Potter  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his  services. 
The  facts  relating  to  his  decision  to  enlist  show  the 
patriotism  he  possessed  as  well  as  his  characteristic 
determination  and  his  quickness  of  action.  He  was 
on  his  return  from  New  York,  where  he  had  been 
on  a business  trip,  when  he  read  in  the  paper  that 
the  I St  Light  Infantry  of  Rhode  Island,  of  which 
he  was  a member,  was  going  to  the  front  in  answer 
to  Governor  Smith’s  call  for  volunteers.  As  soon 
as  he  arrived  in  Providence,  on  Sunday  morning, 
he  went  straight  to  headquarters  and  enrolled  him- 
self as  a volunteer,  and  the  next  day  he  was  in 
camp.  His  partner,  Mr.  Delnah,  closed  the  busi- 
ness as  soon  as  possible,  and  he,  too,  enlisted.  Mr. 
Potter  entered  the  service,  as  a private  in  Company 
C,  1st  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  with  which  he  proceeded  at 
once  to  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  in  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  served  faithfully  with  his 
regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

In  the  following  winter  Mr.  Potter  was  author- 
ized by  Governor  Sprague  to  raise  a company  for 
the  3d  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Heavy.  Artillery, 
but  before  the  company  was  completed,  in  the  haste 
for  troops,  the  recruits  were  hurried  forward  to 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  He  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  F,  but  on  their  arrival  there 
he  was  immediately  detailed  to  service  in  Company 
B,  of  the  same  regiment,  which  was  soon  ordered 
to  Tybee  Island,  Ga.,  to  participate  in  the  siege  of 
Fort  Pulaski.  This  company  had  charge  of  Bat- 
teries Lincoln  and  Lyon,  about  two  miles  from  the 
fort,  which,  after  a continuous  bombardment  of 
about  eighteen  hours,  surrendered  on  the  nth  of 
April,  1862.  Mr.  Potter’s  company  and  the  7th 
Connecticut  Regiment  were  selected  to  garrison  it. 
After  remaining  in  Fort  Pulaski  about  six  weeks, 
Company  B and  other  companies  of  the  3d  Rhode 
Island  Regiment  were  ordered  to  join  the  expedi- 
tion against  • Charleston.  They  landed  on  James 
Island  June  9,  1862,  and  on  the  i6th  of  the  same 
month,  at  the  battle  of  Secessionville,  one  of  the 


hottest  engagements  of  the  war.  Lieutenant  Potter 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  hand  while 
gallantly  leading  his  men  against  the  enemy’s 
works.  After  the  battle  he  was  given  a sick  leave 
and  returned  home.  His  wound  was  very  painful, 
and  he  required  the  best  surgical  skill  to  save  his 
hand,  only  partial  use  of  which  he  ever  regained. 
Having  partly  recovered  from  his  wound,  he  re- 
signed his  comission  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  3d 
R.  I.  Heavy  Artillery,  and,  Nov.  20,  1862,  accepted 
an  appointment  as  captain  in  the  5th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf., 
then  stationed  at  Newbern,  N.  C.  He  was  detailed 
to  remain  in  the  State  to  recruit  men  for  the  regi- 
ment, which  he  was  ordered  to  join  in  February, 
1863.  Soon  after  joining  his  regiment  at  Newbern 
he  was  stricken  with  yellow  fever  and  narrowly 
escaped  death.  At  the  raising  of  the  siege  of  Little 
Washington,  N.  C.,  which  was  accomplished  by 
that  most  hazardous  and  brilliant  achievement  of 
running  a blockade  at  Hill’s  Point,  under  the  close 
and  direct  fire  of  three  formidable  batteries  com- 
manding the  river  and  city.  Captain  Potter  com- 
manded a company  of  sharpshooters  on  the  main 
deck  of  the  steamer  “Escort,”  who  volunteered  for 
that  purpose,  and,  with  a few  others,  received 
special  mention  by  Colonel  Sisson  in  his  official  re- 
port for  the  able  performance  of  duty,  and  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  in  its  May  ses- 
sion, in  1863,  passed  a resolution  of  thanks  to 
Colonel  Sisson  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regi- 
ment for  the  gallantry  and  heroism  displayed  in  rais- 
ing the  siege  for  the  relief  of  General  Foster.  Captain 
Potter  remained  with  his  regiment  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  participating  in  all  its  marchings  and 
the  battles  in  whicla  it  was  engaged.  He  was  ap- 
pointed major  Feb.  27,  1865,  and  soon  after  was 
brevetted  lieutenant-colonel. 

In  1865  Colonel  Potter  associated  himself  with 
Fred  W.  Symonds,  and  again  commenced  the  man- 
ufacture of  jewelry  in  Providence.  The  firm  of 
Potter  & Symonds  continued  in  successful  opera- 
tion for  about  three  years,  when  Mr.  Symonds 
sold  his  interest  to  ]\Ir.  John  M.  Buffinton  and  re- 
tired from  the  business.  Since  then  tlie  name  of 
the  firm  has  been  Potter  & Buffinton.  Colonel  Pot- 
ter always  attended  to  the  nnancial  part  of  the 
business.  The  firm  ranks  among  the  most  success- 
ful manufacturers  in  its  line  in  the  country,  its 
specialty  being  solid  gold  goods.  Colonel  Potter 
was  prominent  in  financial  circles,  for  not  only  was 
he  president  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  but  he  was  a 
director  of  the  Narragansett  Electric  Lighting 
Company  and  an  influential  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 

In  1875  Colonel  Potter  was  chosen  a represen- 
tative of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1876,  serving  the  first  year  on 
the  committee  on  Militia,  and  the  second  year  as 
chairman  of  the  joint  standing  committee  on  Ex- 
ecutive Communications.  In  June,  1880,  he  was 
a delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
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at  Chicago,  which  nominated  Gen.  Garfield  for  the 
Presidency ; he  also  served  as  a Presidential  elector 
in  1884,  and  for  several  years  preceding  Gen.  Bray- 
ton’s  occupancy  of  the  position  he  was  a member 
of  the  Republican  National  Committee. 

Colonel  Potter  was  ever  much  interested  in  mili- 
tary matters,  and  his  interest  was  extended  to  the 
military  and  auxiliary  organizations.  He  was  a com- 
panion of  the  Massachusetts  Commandery  of  the 
Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  whenever 
possible  attended  the  meetings  and  gatherings  of 
that  organization.  He  was  a member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1880.  Be- 
fore and  after  the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Rhode 
Island  militia,  and  for  many  years  was  a member 
of  the  I St  Light  Infantry  Veteran  Association,  in 
which  he  was  elected  president.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  i860 
he  became  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  united  with  What  Cheer  Lodge,  of  Provi- 
dence ; he  was  also  a member  of  the  Pomham  Club, 
and  was  vice-president  of  the  Home  Market  Club 
of  Boston. 

On  Oct.  28,  1875,  Colonel  Potter  married  Jo- 
sephine Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Alphleda  (Lyon)  Arnold,  of  Providence.  One 
child,  a daughter,  Gladys  Arnold,  was  born  to  them 
December  4,  1883,  but  died  Nov.  16,  1891. 

Prominent  among  Colonel  Potter’s  traits  of 
character  was  his  kind  heartedness.  His  philan- 
thropic acts  are  said  to  have  been  many,  and  ex- 
tensive, though  known  only  to  his  closest  friends. 
He  possessed  the  highest  integrity  and  commanded 
universal  respect  among  business  mefi  with  whom 
he  had  dealings.  He  was  easy  to  approach  and 
possessed  an  affable  temperament,  which  won  many 
friends  in  both  the  political  and  business  phases 
of  his  career.  By  his  bravery  and  patriotic  devo- 
tion to  his  country  in  her  hour  of  peril,  and  by  an 
honorable  business  career.  Colonel  Potter  gained 
the  respect  of  all,  and  justly  ranked  as  one  of  the 
most  useful  and  estimable  citizens  of  his  native 
State.  He  passed  away  quite  suddenly  Dec.  26, 
1902,  and  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 

GEN.  F.  ]M.  SACKETT  (Providence  family). 
The  Sacketts  of  New  England  as  a family  are  of 
this  section’s  ancient  settlement,  their  coming 
thither  reaching  back  to  within  a dozen  years  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  themselves.  Simon 
Sackett  of  Cambridge,  1632,  came  with  his  wife 
Isabel,  and,  probably  both  sons,  Simon  and  John, 
all,  perhaps,  in  the  “Lion,”  that  brought  in  Septem- 
■ ber  of  that  year  several  settlers  of  Cambridge.  In 
' August,  1635,  he  had  a share  in  the  division  of  land. 

He  lived  on  the  northerly  side  of  Winthrop  street, 
1 between  Holyoke  and  Dunster.  His  death  occurred 
I before  Nov.  3,  1635.  Administration  on  his  estate 
i was  granted  by  the  court  Nov.  3,  1635,  to  his 
I widow  Isabel.  She  is  named  on  tlie  records  Feb. 


8,  1635-36,  after  which  the  name  disap[)ears.  The 
estate  passed  into  the  hands  of  Robert  Stedman 
before  1642. 

Simon  Sackett  (2),  son  of  Simon  and  Isabel, 
born  in  England,  was  of  Springfield  in  1654.  He 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Blomfield,  and 
had  a son  Joseph,  born  Feb.  23,  1656. 

John  Sackett,  another  son  of  Simon,  was  of 
Northampton  as  early  as  1660.  He  was  twice 
married;  his  first  wife  dying  Oct.  9,  1690,  he  mar- 
ried (second)  in  1691,  Sarah,  only  daughter  of 
John  Stiles  and  widow  of  John  Stewart,  of  Spring- 
field.  He  died  April  8,  1719.  After  the  birth  of 
his  first  two  children  Mr.  Sackett  removed  to  West- 
field.  His  house  was  burned  by  the  Indians  in 
1675.  His  children  were:  John,  born  in  1660; 
William,  born  in  1662;  Abigail,  born  in  1663; 
Mary  (2),  born  June  8,  1672;  Samuel,  born  Oct. 
18,  1674;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  28,  1677,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Joseph  Sackett,  son  of  Simon  (2),  born  Feb. 
23,  1656,  settled  in  Newtown,  Long  Island,  was 
three  times  married  and  had  a large  estate.  He 
was  both  a lieutenant  and  captain,  and  died  in  1719. 

From  the  foregoing  source  sprang  the  Rhode 
Island  family  of  Sacketts,  which  is  approximately 
of  100  years  standing  at  Providence.  Here,  headed 
by  the  late  Hon.  Adnah  Sackett,  who  for  many 
years  was  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Sackett, 
Davis  & Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers,  a man  of 
means  and  influence  and  as  well  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  having  been  twice  the  candidate  of  his 
party — the  Democratic — for  governor  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, the  family  has  been  among  the  first  citizens  of 
Providence.  One  of  the  sons  of  the  late  Hon. 
Adnah  Sackett,  the  present  General  Frederic  Mos- 
ley Sackett,  Adjutant  General  of  Rhode  Island, 
citizen,  soldier,  merchant,  manufacturer,  etc.,  is  yet 
active  in  city  and  State  affairs,  and  as  well  the 
latter’s  sons. 

The  late  Adnah  Sackett  was  a son  of  John 
Sackett,  a resident  of  the  Connecticut  Valley, 
where,  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Massachusetts  on  the 
Connecticut  river,  he  was  born  in  1797.  When 
but  a mere  lad,  with  a scanty  wardrobe  and  poor 
in  purse,  he  journeyed,  mostly  on  foot,  to  Provi- 
dence, coming  thither  with  the  intention  of  learn- 
ing the  trade  to  which  he  devoted  his  life,  that  of 
a manufacturing  jeweler.  Here  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  firm  of  Jenckes  & Jastram.  Soon  after 
reaching  his  majority,  associated  with  others,  he 
began  in  a small  way  the  manufacture  of  jewelry, 
and  as  the  years  passed  and  he  grew  in  knowledge 
and  experience  the  business  grew  with  him  until 
his  establishment  became  one  of  the  largest  con- 
cerns in  its  line  in  this  country.  Mr.  Sackett  so 
conducted  and  managed  his  business  affairs  as  to 
amass  a fortune. 

A man  of  strong  forceful  character,  one  of 
means  and  influence,  Mr.  Sackett  took  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  politics.  He  was  a Demo- 
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crat  of  the  old  school;  and  both  in.  1848  and  1849 
he  was  honored  by  his  party  as  its  candidate  for 
governor  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  had  been  for  many  years  previously, . 
the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee and  the  call  for  the  convention  to  be  held 
the  day  after  his  death  was  issued  over  his  signa- 
ture. For  eleven  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was 
one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  State  prison,  and  in 
that  capacity  his  sound  judgment,  large  experience 
and  thorough  business  habits  were  of  great  service 
to  that  institution  and  to  the  State. 

Mr.  Sackett  in  his  religious  convictions  was 
strong  and  decided,  never  doubting  or  wavering 
in  his  belief  of  the  salvation  of  the  whole  human 
race.  He  was  several  times  married,  and  was  sur- 
vived by  his  last  wife  and  five  of  his  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  all  by  his  wife  Eliza  Hub- 
bard (Adams)  Sackett,  who  died  in  1847,  viz.: 
Lucy  Adeline,  now  deceased,  who  married  John  B. 
Hall  ; Helen  Preston,  who  married  Henry  B.  Bar- 
stow ; Maria  Louise,  now  deceased,  who  married 
Charles  F.  Page;  Frederic  Mosley;  and  Charles 
Adams*  a resident  of  New  London,  Connecticut. 

Frederic  Mosley  Sackett,  son  of  Adnah  and 
Eliza  H.  (Adams)  Sackett,  born  Eeb.  26,  1840, 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  Nov.  15,  1866,  Emma 
Louise  Paine,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Louise 
(Thurber)  Paine,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with 
four  children : Frederic  M.,  Elizabeth  Paine, 
Henry  Weston  and  Franklin  Page. 

General  Sackett  acquired  his  early  education  at 
Mount  Pleasant  Academy,  Amherst,  Mass.,  was 
prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  Exeter, 
N.  H.,  and  then  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1861,  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

The  stirring  times  of  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1861  found  young  Sackett  impatient  for  the 
closing  exercises  of  his  college  life,  and  eager  for 
the  impending  fray,  and  before  they  were  over  he 
left  the  schoolroom  for  the  tented  field  in  response 
to  his  country’s  cad,  enlisting  in  the  1st  Rhode  Is- 
land Detached  Militia,  under  Gen.  Burnside.  After 
graduating  he  cast  his  lot  with  Battery  C,  1st 
Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  which  was  organized 
in  that  summer.  Commissioned  by  the  governor 
of  Rhode  Island  a lieutenant  in  October,  1861,  he 
cast  his  lot  and  shared  the  fortunes  of  war  with 
the  organization  just  named,  which  formed  a part 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  varied  record 
of  the  1st  bears  testimony  to  the  courage  and  ability 
of  its  successive  commanders,  and  to  the  bravery 
of  its  other  officers  and  men.  By  order  of  General 
Meade,  the  names  of  the  following  battles  in  which 
it  had  borne  a meritorious  part  were  directed  to  be 
inscribed  upon  its  colors:  Yorktown,  Hanover 
Court  House,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’s  Mills,  Mal- 
vern Hill,  Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor, 


Petersburg,  Opequan,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar 
Creek. 

With  the  1st  R.  I.  L.  A.,  young  Sackett  served 
as  first  lieutenant,  and  for  a time  was  in  command 
of  the  battery,  sharing  with  it  the  fortunes  of  war 
until  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville, May  3,  1863.  Resigning  his  commission  in 
October  following  he  returned  to  his  home  with  an 
honorable  war  record,  and  in  time  took  up  the  pur- 
suits of  civil  life.  From  1864  to  1882  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  woolen  manufacturing  business,  and 
from  1882  to  1892  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Richmond  Paper  Company.  On  Nov.  4,  1895,  he 
was  appointed  adjutant-general  of  Rhode  Island, 
a position  he  has  since  held. 

General  Sackett  is  a member  of  the  Hope  Club 
of  Providence,  and  of  the  University  Club  of  New 
York.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  Massachusetts  Commandery, 
and  of  Rodman  IMst,  G.  A.  R. 

Frederic  M.  Sackett,  Jr.,  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1890,  and  from  the  Harvard 
Law  School  in  1893.  He  has  practiced  law  in 
Columbus  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Louisville,  Ky., 
his  present  residence.  He  married  Miss  Olive 
Speed,  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Cora  C.  Speed, 
of  Louisville.  They  have  no  children. 

Henry  Weston  Sackett  attended  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  is  now  a member  of  the  firm  of  Rich- 
ardson & Clark,  bankers  and  brokers.  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

Franklin  Page  Sackett  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1896.  He  is  paymaster  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  which  he  entered  in  1899.  He  mar- 
ried Marion  Edgar  Leech,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

BRIGGS-CASWELL-SHERMAN  F A M il- 
LIES.  Mrs.  Edith  Evelyn  Hanan,  wife  of  John 

H.  Hanan,  well  known  in  society  circles  in  New 
York  City,  Newport  and  Narragansett  Pier,  R. 

I. ,  numbers  among  her  ancestry  many  of  the  fam- 
ilies prominent  in  the  Colonial  and  later  State  an- 
nals of  Rhode  Island.  Two  of  her  ancestors  came 
over  in  the  “^Mayflower,”  three  served  in  tlie  Rev- 
olutionary war,  several  give  eligibility  to  member- 
ship in  the  Colonial  Dames,  there  are  two  through 
whom  membership  in  the  Society  of  Colonial  Gov- 
ernors might  be  obtained,  and  one  was  Roger  Wil- 
liams of  blessed  memory.  This  article  treats  par- 
ticularly of  the  records  of  the  Briggs,  Caswell 
and  Sherman  families,  the  ones  with  which  Mrs. 
Hanan  is  most  closely  connected,  the  generations 
being  designated  bv  Roman  numerals. 

Although,  at  first  glance,  the  name  Briggs 
seems  adapted  to  one  orthography  and  one  only, 
it  admits  of  a variation  or  so,  Briggs,  Brigge  and 
Bruge  being  ancient  forms  found  in  the  records. 
The  name  is  said  to  have  the  same  derivation  as 
Bridge,  from  residence  near  a bridge.  Bridge  in 
time,  by  some  branches  of  the  Bridge  family,  be- 
came changed  to  Briggs.  Atte  Brigge  and  Bruge 
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are  ancient  forms,  also  Brydges.  The  name  in 
Anglo-Saxon  for  a bridge  was  “brieg.”  Ate 
Brugeende — at  the  bridge  end — is  a name  also 
found  in  the  records,  shortened  afterwards  to  At- 
tibridge. 

Regarding  characteristics  of  the  Briggs  fam- 
ily, it  may  be  said  that  the  strictest  lines  of  justice 
are  theirs.  They  are  true  men  and  women ; loyal 
to  friends ; generous  to  foes ; devoted  to  their  farn- 
ilies.  Kindness  to  the  lowly  and  the  unfortunate  is 
one  of  the  keynotes  of  their  lives.  The  Briggs 
coat  of  arms  is  “Gules,  three  bars  gemels,  or  a 
canton  ermine.  Crest : On  the  stump  of  a tree 
a pelican,  or,  vulning  herself,  proper.  Motto; 
Virtus  est  Dei — Virtue  is  god-like.” 

(I)  John  Briggs  is  first  found  of  record  in 
Kings  Town,  R.  I.  He  and  his  wife  Frances  both 
died'’ in  1697!  On  May  20,  1671,  he  was  clerk  of 
the  military  company,  and  the  same  day  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  On  Jan.  i,  1671,  he  and  five 
others  bought  of  Awashuevett,  chief  sachem  of 
Quohesett,  in  Narragansett,  a tract  of  land  there. 
On  Jan.  ii,  1672,  he  bought  fifty-seven  acres  of 
Richard  Smith  for  five  pounds.  In  1673  he  was 
made  a freeman,  in  1687  a constable,  and  in  1697 
he  and  his  wife  Frances  sold  land  to  William  Al- 
len. 

(II)  John  Briggs,  born  Jan.  25,  1668,  died  m 
1747.’  His  wife’s  Christian  name  was  Sarah.  He 
was  made  a freeman  in  1712.  His  will,  proved 
Feb.  8,  1747,  left  estate  to  his  wife  Sarah,  son 
Ebenezer,  and  daughters  Sarah  Smith,  Mary  Fow- 
ler and  Deliverance  Briggs,  and  granddaughter 

Wait  Briggs.  . .r 

(HI)  Ebenezer  Briggs  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  and  he  died  in  East  Greenwich,  his 
son  Charles  being  administrator,  Jan.  31,  1795. 
On  Feb.  22,  1746,  he  married  Eleanor  Sweet,  who 
was  born  Nov.  22,  1727,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Naomi  Sweet. 

(IV)  Sweet  Briggs  was  born  in  North  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  about  1757,  but  the  family  moved  to 
Marwick  about  1760,  and  it  was  from  the  latter 
town  that  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  served  under  Colonel  Waterman, 
and  later  under  Col.  Samuel  Dyer.  His  name  ap- 
pears on  the  Rhode  Island  pension  list  of  1833, 
and  he  died  in  South  Kingstown  Oct.  23,  1850. 
He  married  Martha  Tanner,  daughter  of  William 
Tanner..  She  died  Sept,  ii,  1840. 

(V)  Sweet  Briggs  (2)  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown  Aug.  13,  1782,  and  he  died  Oct.  17, 
1872.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Cobb,  was  born  June 
23,  1782.  Nine  children  were  born  of  the  first 
marriage,  as  follows;  Mahala,  Oct.  23,  1803 
(died  Nov.  9,  1854);  Jeremiah,  April  4,  1805; 
Ebenezer,  Dec.  ii,  1806  (died  June  15,  1881); 
Sweet,  July  i,  1808;  Maryan,  July  ii,  1811;  Wil- 
liam, April  II,  1813;  Daniel,  Feb.  15,  1815; 
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Charles,  June  20,  1817;  and  Celia,  Nov.  16,  1824. 
Mr.  Briggs  married  (second)  Sophia  Bradford, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children ; Lucy 
B.,  Sept.  10,  1835;  and  Susan  B.,  Aug.  5,  1841. 

(VI)  Jeremiah  Briggs  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown  April  4,  1805.  He  married  Lydia  B. 
Sherman,  who  was  born  April  24,  1808,  and  who 
died  Oct.  12,  1871.  She  was  a daughter  of  David 
and  Hannah  (Slocum)  Sherman,  and  a cousin  of 
Col.  John  S.  Slocum,  of  the  2d  R.  I.  V.  I.,  who 
was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

(VH)  Jeremiah  Slocum  Briggs  was  born 
June  2,  1835,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  in 
that  town  received  his  early  education.  People  of 
a quarter  of  a century  ago  remember  Mr.  Briggs 
as  the  genial  host  of  the  “Elmwood  Hotel,”  in  la- 
ter days  known  as  the  “Gladstone  Hotel,”  at  Nar- 
ragansett Pier,  and  as  one  of  the  finest  looking 
men  of  his  day.  Advancing  years  but  added  to  his 
appearance  as  a gentleman  of  the  old  school.  He 
always  took  a deep  interest  in  all  things  tending  to 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  native  town,  and 
in  national  politics  allied  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  During  his  last  years  he  called  himself 
a farmer.  He  died  March  15,  1908.  On  Feb.  12,  1854, 
he  married  Carolina  Amelia  Caswell,  who  was 
born  Aug.  2,  1834,  and  died  April  i,  1885,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Hannah  Bush  (Tefft)  Caswell. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  four  children ; Han- 
nah Elizabeth  married  Nov.  19,  1879,  Capt.  Al- 
bert Church ; Phebe  M^atson  married  Clark  H. 
Sheldon ; Edith  Evelyn  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Ha- 
nan ; and  Luella  married  Mervin  H.  Webster. 

(VHI)  Edith  Evelyn  Briggs  married  Oct.  29, 
1890,  Charles  Talbot  Smith,  who  died  Oct.  19, 
1896.  He  was  the  son  of  Col.  Howard  and  Mary 
M.  (Chase)  Smith,  and  grandson  of  Alfred  and 
Mary  (Talbot)  Smith,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  two  sons;  Charles  Talbot 
Smith,  Jr.,  and  Alfred  Smith,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Smith  married  April  15,  1902,  John  H.  Ha- 
nan,  of  New  York,  the  well  known  manufacturer, 
and  a man  who  has  liberally  used  his  time,  in- 
fluence and  means  in  the  development  of  Narra- 
gansett Pier. 

Caswell.  Through  her  mother,  Caroline 
Amelia  (Caswell)  Briggs,  ]\Irs.  Hanan  is  a de- 
scendant of 

(I) ‘Job  Caswell,  who  was  noted  as  a freeman 

in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1727.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  wife  Lydia  died 
in  December,  1760,  aged  fifty-five  years.  He  died 
in  November,  1774.  ' 

(II ) John  Caswell,  son  of  Job,  was  born  in 
March,  1742,  and  he  died  in  South  Kingstown  in 
1779.  On  Dec.  31,  1761,  he  married  Hannah 
West,  born  in  1740,  who  died  Aug.  3,  1775.  John 
Caswell  lived  at  Newport  at  the  time  of  the  Rev- 
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olutionary  war,  and  taking  his  family  in  a small 
boat  came  to  Narragansett,  landing  at  what  is 
known  as  the  lower  pier. 

(Ill)  John  Caswell  (2),  son  of  John,  was 
born  in  176—,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1812. 
He  married  Mary  Tefft,  born  Feb.  4,  1772,  died 
Feb.  9,  1819,  daughter  of  Gardner  Tefft,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Their  children 
were:  John,  Gardner,  Reuben,  Waity,  Mary  and 
Hannah. 

(f\0  John  Caswell  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  Soutli  Kingstown  Jan.  10,  1792,  and  died 
July  30,  1867.  In  1815  he  married  Hannah  Bush 
Tefft,  born  in  1797,  died  in  1852,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Sarah  (Hazard)  Teff’t,  the  latter  a first 
cousin  of  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry.  To 
this  marriage  were  born:  (i)  Stephen  Tefft,  born 
July  27,  1816,  married  Susan  Kenyon,  and  had 
children : William  C.,  Susan,  Stephen  T.,  John, 
Caleb  and  Oliver.  (2)  Daniel  Tefft,  born  Dec.  6, 
1819,  married  Abby  Hazard  Tefft,  and  had  two 
children:  Daniel  A.  and  Cleora.  (3)  Mary  Ann, 
born  Feb.  29,  18 — , is  not  married.  (4)  John  H., 
born  Feb.  24,  1826,  married  Abby  Ann  Eaton,  and 
has  two  children:  Hannah  J.  (who  married  S.  T. 
Browning)  and  William  S.  (5)  William  Gardi- 
ner, born  Feb.  ii,  1828,  married  Sallie  Carpenter 
Gardiner,  and  has  two  children : W.  Herbert  and 
Addie  H.  (6)  Caroline  Amelia,  born  Aug.  2, 
1834,  marrie(l  Jeremiah  Slocum  Briggs,  and  they 
have  been  previously  mentioned  as  parents  of  Mrs. 
Hanan.  (7)  Thomas  Arnold  married  Clara, 
daughter  of  Job  Watson,  of  Kingston. 

* In  two  lines  Mrs.  Hanan  is  descended  from  the 
Puritans  who  came  over  in  the  “Mayflower.”  One 
of  these,  Francis  Cooke,  was  the  seventeenth 
signer  of  the  Mayflower  Compact ; he  died  at 
Plymouth  April  17,  1663.  His  son,  John,  also 
came  in  the  "Mayflower,”  and  became  a promi- 
nent man  in  Plymouth  Colony ; he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Richard  Warren,  who  was  the  twelfth 
signer  of  the  Co’npact. 


Through  the  following  families  of  prominence 
in  Colonial  history  Mrs.  Hanan  is  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames : 
Williams,  Arnold,  Slocum,  Sherman,  Raymond, 
Carr,  Wilcox,  Lawton  and  Earle.  The  closest 
connection  is  through  her  grandmother,  Lydia  B. 
Sherman,  the  line  being  as  follows : 

Sherman.  The  Shermans  are  of  German 
origin.  In  the  Fatherland  the  name  Sherman, 
Schurman,  etc.,  often  occurs,  and  was  no  doubt 
transferred  to  London  and  its  vicinity  many  cen- 
turies ago  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  emigrants.  From 
this  metropolitan  stock  a scion  was  transplanted  to 
Dedham,  County  of  Essex,  England,  which  long 
flourished,  and  sent  out  other  shoots.  The  name 


is  derived  from  the  original  occupation  of  the 
family.  They  were  cloth  dressers  or  shearers  of  the 
cloth.  The  family  at  Dedham  retained  the  occu- 
pation of  their  ancestors,  and  also  the  coat  of  arms 
worn  by  those  in  and  about  London.  In  New 
England  are  found  two  distinct  families  bearing 
the  name  of  Sherman.  One  of  these  descends 
from  William  Sherman,  who  came  with  the  Pil- 
grims about  the  year  1630,  and  settled  at  Marsh- 
field, where  his  descendants  still  remain.  The 
other  is  the  Dedham  stock,  a branch  of  which  em- 
igrated to  New  England  and  settled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston.  With  this  Dedham  line  we  deal. 

(I)  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  the  emigrant  set- 
tler of  the  branch  of  the  Sherman  family  under 
consideration,  born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Dedham,  Eng- 
land, was  a son  of  Samuel,  a grandson  of  Henry 
(2),  and  a great-grandson  of  Henry  Sherman, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  of  the  County  of  Essex, 
England,  probably  having  removed  there  'from  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  as  he  bore  the  Suffolk  Sher-  * 
man  coat  of  arms.  Phillip  Sherman  came  to  New 
England  in  1634,  and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass, 
He  married  Sarah  Odding,  daughter  of  Mrs.  John 
Porter.  In  the  Anne  Hutchinson  trouble  in  Bos- 
ton he  took  the  popular  side,  but  as  Governor 
Winthrop  finally  prevailed  he  with  others  found 
it  convenient  to  migrate  to  Rhode  Island.  In 
Providence  they  met  Roger  Williams,  who  advised 
them  to  purchase  the  Island  of  Aquetuct  (Aquid- 
neck),  now  Rhode  Island,  of  the  Indians.  The 
purchase  was  completed  March  24,  1638.  On  July 
I,  1639,  they  established  a regular  government, 
with  William  Coddington  as  governor,  and  Phil- 
lip Sherman  as  secretary.  After  this  he  often  held 
office  in  the  Colony,  and  in  critical  periods.  He 
was  a man  of  intelligence,  wealth  and  influence, 
and  frequently  consulted  by  those  in  authority. 
The  early  record  prepared  by  him  still  remains  in 
Portsmouth,  and  shows  him  to  have  been  a neat 
and  skilful  penman,  as  well  as  an  educated  man. 
After  he  went  to  Rhode  Island  he  left  the  Congre- 
gational Church  and  united  with  the  Society  of 
Eriends.  Tradition  affirms  he  was  a devout  and, 
as  well,  determined  man.  He  died  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  L,  in  1687. 

(H)  Peleg  Sherman,  born  in  1638,  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  married  July  25,  1657,  Elizabeth 
Lawton,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lawton.  He  was 
a farmer  and  resided  on  the  homestead  in  his  na- 
tive town.  He  died  in  1719,  and  his  wife  died  in 
1711. 

(Ill)  Thomas  Sherman,  born  Aug.  8,  1658, 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  June  26,  1702,  Ly- 
dia Wilcox.  Mr.  Sherman  bought  a tract  of  land 
about  a mile  north  of  Kingston  depot,  lying  in 
Exeter  and  North  Kingstown,  of  Caleb  Arnold, 
and  settled  there.  This  was  the  homestead  of  the 
family  until  it  was  sold  about  1868.  His  children 
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were:  Ruth;  Josiah,  born  March  2,  1702;  Daniel, 
born  Nov.  26,  1706;  and  Benjamin. 

(IV)  Daniel  Sherman,  born  Nov.  26,  1706, 
married  Alay  22,  1735,  Susanna  Earl,  born  June 
25,  1715,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Earl,  and 
the  only  child  of  this  marriage  whose  birth  is  of 
record  in  the  town  records  of  South  Kingstown  is 
Daniel,  born  that  same  year,  1735.  That  they 
had  other  children,  however,  family  records  show. 

(V)  David  Sherman,  son  of  Daniel  and  Susanna 
(Earl)  Sherman,  was  born  in  South  Kingstown 
about  1751,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1829.  He  married 
Nov.  26,  1775,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Sherman. 

(VI)  David  Sherman  (2)  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown  April  18,  1786,  died  there  Aug.  24, 
1865.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Peleg 
Slocum. 

(VH)  Lydia  B.  Sherman,  daughter  of  David 
(2)  and  Hannah  (Slocum)  Sherman,  was  born 
April  24,  1808,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1871.  She  mar- 
ried Jeremiah  Briggs. 

(VHI)  Jeremiah  Slocum  Briggs,  son  of  Jere- 
miah and  Lydia  B.  (Sherman)  Briggs,  was  born 
June  2,  1835,  and  on  Feb.  12,  1854,  married  Caro- 
line Amelia  Caswell. 

(IX)  Edith  Evelyn  (Briggs)  Hanan  is  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  Slocum  and  Caroline  Ame- 
lia (Caswell)  Briggs. 

Three  of  Mrs.  Hanan’s  ancestors  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war;  Sweet  Briggs,  John  Dyer 
and  Gardner  Tefft,  and  through  them  she  is  eligi- 
ble to  membership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  through  Gov.  Benedict  Ar- 
nold and  Gov.  Caleb  Carr  she  could  join  the  So- 
ciety of  Colonial  Governors.  Her  line  of  descent 
from  Roger  Williams  is  as  follows : 

(I)  Roger  Williams. 

(H)  Mary  Williams,  born  in  August,  1633, 
married  John  Sayles,  and  died  in  1681. 

(HI)  Mary  Sayles,  born  July  ii,  1652,  died 
after  1713.  On  Dec.  ii,  1674,  she  married  Wil- 
liam Green,  born  March  i,  1653,  died  1678. 

(IV)  Mary  Green,  born  Jan.  3,  1677,  married. 
Edward  Dyer,  born  in  1670. 

(V)  Edward  Dyer,  born  in  1694,  married 
Freelove,  and  died  March  13,  1788. 

(VI)  John  Dyer,  who  died  in  1791,  married 
March  17,  1754,  Bathsheba  Dunn,  born  April  2, 
1734- 

(VH)  Ann  Dyer  married  May  4,  1782,  Peleg 
Slocum,  born  Jan.  20,  1749,  died  about  1831. 

(VHI)  Hannah  Slocum,  born  Feb.  3,  1785, 
married  David  Sherman,  and  died  March  13,  1837. 

(IX)  Lydia  B.  Sherman,  born  April  24,  1808, 
married  Jeremiah  Briggs,  and 'died  Oct.  12,  1871. 

(X)  Jeremiah  Slocum  Briggs,  born  June  2, 
1835,  married  Feb.  12,  1854,  Caroline  Amelia  Cas- 
well. 


(XI)  Edith  Evelyn  Briggs  married  John  H. 
Hanan. 


To  present  some  idea  of  the  personality  and 
characteristics  of  Mrs.  Hanan  we  append  an  arti- 
cle printed  in  the  Providence  Tribune  of  Oct.  20, 
1907,  under  the  heading,  “A  Narragansett  Lady 
Bountiful” : 

“The  announcement  that  Mrs.  John  H. 
Hanan  of  New  York  and  Narragansett  Pier 
is  to  give  a public  reception  to  the  people  of  Nar- 
ragansett and  the  surrounding  country  and  vil- 
lages at  her  beautiful  villa,  Shore  Acres,  at  the 
Pier  Tuesday  evening,  carries  with  it  special  sig- 
nificance to  the  residents  of  a region  of  which  Mrs. 
Hanan  is  proud  to  call  herself  simply  one  of  ‘the 
natives.’ 

“It  is  to  the  people  of  Narragansett,  those  to 
whom  years  of  close  association  have  endeared  her, 
that  Mrs.  Hanan’s  plans  and  movements  are  of 
peculiar  interest.  To  them  she  is  always  the  fa- 
miliar friend,  the  typical  ‘Lady  Bountiful,’  who 
shares  their  joys  and  sorrows  and  ministers  to 
their  common  weal.  To  Mrs.  Hanan,  Narragan- 
sett is  her  childhood  home  and  no  sacrifice  is  too 
great  for  her  'to  make  to  advance  Narragansett’s 
interest  and  prosperity. 

“It  is  not  generally  known  that  Narragansett’s 
beautiful  Casino,  the  center  of  its  summer  life, 
is  owned  by  Mrs.  Hanan,  who  several  years  ago 
realized  that  a modern  casino  was  absolutely  in- 
dispensable to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
‘America’s  Trouville,’  as  the  Pier  has  been  called. 
Impulsive  and  generous  to  a degree,  realization 
soon  became  reality  and  Mrs.  Hanan  had  her  hus- 
band’s consent  to  erect  quite  the  most  beautiful 
casino  in  all  America  near  the  ashes  of  the  Old 
Sherry  Casino,  whose  picturesque  ruins  span 
Ocean  road. 

“This  was  three  seasons  ago  and  the  part  the 
new  Casino  has  played  in  the  gradual  rise  of  land 
values  and  social  prestige  and  activity  at  the  Pier, 
is  a matter  of  general  knowledge.  To  thousands 
of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  land,  to  the  New- 
port summer  colony,  to  the  people  of  Watch  Hill, 
New  London  and  many  other  summer  resorts, 
the  ‘Sherry  Casino,’  as  it  is  known,  has  been  a 
place  of  infinite  variety  and  delight. 

“Although  a part  of  her  year  is  spent  in  N^ew 
York,  Mrs.  Hanan  calls  Narragansett  her  home. 
Her  mother  was  Caroline  Caswell,  also  of  Narra- 
gansett, and  her  mother’s  family  were  the  first  to 
build  hotels  at  the  Pier.  Her  paternal  grand- 
mother was  the  daughter  of  David  Sherman, 
whose  ancestor,  Phillip  Sherman,  was  a Colonial 
leader.  Mrs.  Hanan  is  also  a lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Williams  and  of  John  Dyer,  coming  from 
fighting  stock  like  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry,  Gen. 
Slocum,  Gen.  Greene. 

“Doubtless  it  is  inherited  traits  from  her  an- 
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cestry  that  lead  l\Irs.  Hanan  to  interest  herself  in 
politics  in  her  native  town. 

“Mrs.  Hanan  gave  the  island  in  Point  Judith 
Salt  Pond  to  the  local  yacht  club  and  erected 
thereon  the  attractive  club  house,  the  whole  at  a 
cost  of  several  thousand  dollars.  She  recently  an- 
nounced her  intention  of  presenting  a fire  engine 
to  the  town  as  soon  as  the  new  fire  station  is  com- 
pleted. The  members  of  the  congregation  of  St. 
Peter.’s-by-the-Sea  are  not  apt  to  forget  that  she 
personally  raised  $700,  the  sum  needed  to  lift  a 
church  debt  last  summer.  Nor  do  the  members  of 
the  church  maintained  by  a congregation  of  color 
at  Narragansett  fail  to  remember  that  Mrs.  Hanan 
has  many  times  come  to  their  aid.  She  has  also 
been  a generous  giver  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Cliurch  at  the  Pier.  She  always  furnishes  a 
Christmas  tree  to  St.  Peter’s-by-the-Sea,  personally 
selecting  the  gifts  i)laced  upon  it  for  the  members 
of  the  Sunday  school. 

“She  is  a universal  friend  to  the  poor  of  Nar- 
ragansett. Coal  and  turkeys  are  delivered  at  many 
homes  at  Christmas  and  at  the  Town  Asylum  her 
generosity  always  provides  ‘ a big  Christmas  tree 
loaded  with  gifts  at  Yuletide.  Although  she  never 
refers  to  her  deeds  of  generosity,  it  is  known  that 
she  is  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  college  course 
of  two  young  men  from  her  native  town,  and  those 
of  a young  woman  student  at  another  college. 
Her  charities  are  as  universal  as  they  are  unosten- 
tatious and  her  generosity  is  proverbial  in  the 
South  County  district,  in  which  she  was  born  and 
where  her  youth  was  spent. 

“Mrs.  Hanan  takes  a particular  interest  in  the 
children  and  old  people  of  Narragansett  and  the 
villages  near  by  and  few  appeals  pass  unheeded. 
More  interested  in  Narragansett  than  in  New  York 
society,  she  spends  a great  part  of  the  y?ar  at  her 
beautiful  villa  overlooking  the  rocks  and  the 
ocean. 

“With  a magnetic  personality  and  rare  charm, 
combined  with  unusual  beauty,  Mrs.  Hanan  is 
widely  beloved  b}-  a host  of  friends.  In  all  her 
ambitions  and  charities  her  devoted  husband  is  a 
strong  ally  and  together  they  are  shortly  to  rear 
a beautiful  Colonial  borne  on  the  present  site  of  the 
‘Arlington  Hotel,’  which  they  plan  to  occupy  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  going  to  New  York 
only  for  the  opera  season.” 

THURBER.  (I)  John  Thurber  and  his  wife 
Priscilla,  with  six  of  their  eight  children,  leaving 
two — James  and  Mary — in  England,  came  to  New 
England  from  Stanton,  Lincolnshire,  in  1671, 
They  settled  at  New  Meadow  Neck,  in  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  now  a part  of  Barrington,  R.  I.  The  next 
year,  1672,  James  and  Marv  joined  the  family. 
The  names  of  the  eight  children  were : Abagail, 
John,  Thomas,  Edvvard,  Charity,  Elizabeth,  James 
and  Mary. 


(H)  James  Thurber,  born  in  England  Aug. 
26,  1660,  joined  the  family  in  Rehoboth  in  1672, 
as  stated.  He  married  Elizabeth  Bliss,  of  Reho- 
both. James  Thurber  died  March  26,  1736,  aged 
seventy-five  years.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  in 
July,  1723.  Their  children  of  Rehoboth  record 
were : James,  born  March  3,  1684-85  ; John,  Oct. 
31,  1686;  Rachel,  March  15,  1688-89;  Elizabeth, 
Dec.  I,  1690;  Bethia,  March  15,  1692;  Jonathan, 
March  26,  1695;  Priscilla,  Eeb.  3,  1697-98;  Sam- 
uel, Aug.  26,  1700;  Edward,  April  29,  1702. 

(HI)  Samuel  Thurber,  son  of  James,  born 
Aug.  26,  1700,  married  Dec.  27,  1722,  Rachel 
Wheeler,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  they  died,  he 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  20,  1785,  aged  eighty- 
five  years,  and  she  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.  Their 
children  of  Rehoboth  town  record  were : Samuel, 
born  Oct.  27,  1724;  James,  June  28,  1726;  Rachel, 
July  17,  1728;  John,  Aug.  26,  1730;  Mary,  Sept. 
15,  1732;  Benjamin,  July  14,  1734;  Mary  (2), 
June  25,  1736;  Daniel,  June  30,  1738,  and  Heze- 
kiah,  Aug.  ii,  1741. 

(IV)  Samuel  Thurber  (2),  son  of  Samuel, 
bom  Oct.  27,  1724,  married  May  15,  1748,  Hope- 
still  Martin,  born  May  8,  1725,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  and  their  children  of  Providence  town  rec- 
ord were:  Rebecca,  born  Dec.  ii,  1749;  iMartin, 
Jan.  14,  1753;  Hope,  Nov.  30,  1754;  Samuel,  Eeb. 
15,  1757;  Squire,  Eeb.  7,  1759:  Edward,  Eeb.  21, 
1761;  Racbel,  May  19,  1763;  Lydia,  May  12,  1767. 
The  father  of  these  died  July  18,  1807,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  and  the  mother  died  July  7, 
1785,  aged  sixty  years. 

(V)  Samuel  Thurber  (3),  son  of  Samuel  and 
Hopestill,  born  Eeb.  15,  1757,  married  in  1780 
Mehetabel,  born  Eeb.  25,  1759,  in  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Pris- 
cilla (Carpenter)  Dexter,  of  North  Providence, 
and  a descendant  of  Gregory  Dexter,  of  Olney, 
Northamptonshire,  England,  later  of  London, 
England,  and  still  later  (1644)  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  of  which  Colony  he  became  a distinguished 
character,  her  lineage  l>eing  through  John,  Stephen 
and  Christopher  Dexter.  The  children  of  Samuel 
and  IMehetabel  Thurber,  of  Providence  town  rec- 
ord, were:  Dexter,  born  April  24,  1781;  Amey, 
Sept.  5,  1782  (died  young)  ; Isaac,  Sept.  28, 
1783;  Samuel.  Jan.  31,  1785;  Lydia,  IMarch  18, 
1786;  Mehetabel,  Dec.  i,  1787;  Rachel,  Feb.  20, 
1789;  Isaac  (2),  Jan.  30,  1795:  Amey,  twin  to 
Isaac  (2),  Jan.  30,  1795.  The  father  died  Nov. 
6,  1839,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  the  mother 
died  Dec.  9.  1829,  aged  seventy  years. 

(VI)  Dexter  Thurber.  son  of  Samuel  (3), 
born  April  24,  1781,  was  married  May  27,  1803, 
by  Rev.  Stephen  Gano,  to  Hannah  Gorham,  born 
Feb.  19,  1784,  daughter  of  Maj.  Jabez  and  Cath- 
erine (Tyler)  Gorham,  and  a descendant  of  John 
Gorham,  a native  of  Benefield,  England,  son  of 
Ralph  and  grandson  of  James  Gorham.  John 
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Gorham  married  Desire  Howland,  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  John  Howland  and  Elizabeth 
(Tilley),  of  the  “Mayflower;”  Hannah  Gorham’s 
lineag'e  was  through  Jabez,  Benjamin,  Jabez  (2) 
and  Jabez  Gorham  (3).  Mrs.  Hannah  (Qorham) 
Thurber  died  May  12,  1833,  aged  forty-nine’,  and 
Mr.  Thurber  married  (second)  Dec.  2,  1834,  Mrs. 
Jane  H.  Hill,  widow  of  John  Hill,  Jr.,  and  daugh- 
ter of  William  C.  and  Aesah  Hutton.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Dexter  and  Hannah  Thurber  were ; 
Charles,  born  July  20,  1804:  Edmund,  Aug.  15, 
1806;  Hetta,  July  24,  1809;  Abby,  Aug.  15,  1811; 
Hannah,  Aug.  15,  1813;  Emma,  Aug.  3,  1816; 
Rachel,  May  27,  1818  (married  Joseph  Hartshorn, 
and  had  Alary  xA.nne  and  Emily)  ; Ann,  March 
27,  1820;  iAnn  (2),  Aug.  8,  1822;  Gorham,  April 
9,  1825. 

The  Providence  Journal,  under  date  Alay  24, 
1871,  said:  “Another  of  our  aged  citizens  has 
been  removed  from  the  sphere  of  a long,  active 
and  successful  business  life.  The  venerable  and 
respected  Dexter  Thurber,  whose  life  for  nine- 
tenths  of  a century  has  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  our  city,  and  whose 
presence  will  be  greatly  missed  in  our  streets,  died 
at  his  residence.  No.  523  North  Main  street.  May 
23d,  aged  ninety  years  and  one  month.  His  death 
was  the  result  of  exhaustion  of  the  vital  forces 
rather  than  of  acute  or  chronic  disease. 

“Mr.  Thurber  descended  from  John  and  Pris- 
cilla Thurber,  of  Stanton,  Lincolnshire,  England, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1671,  and  settled  in 
‘New  Meadow’  [in  Rehoboth,  Mass.],  now  a part 
of  the  town  of  Barrington,  R.  I.  He  was  born  in 
Providence  April  24,  1781,  in  the  cottage  still 
standing  near  the  northeast  corner  of  Thurber’s 
Lane.  His  father  was  Samuel  Thurber,  a highly 
respected  citizen,  who  died  Nov.  6,  1839,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  mother 
was  Mehitable  Dexter,  daughter  of  Christopher 
and  Priscilla  Dexter,  of  North  Providence,  a de- 
scendant of  Rev.  Gregory  Dexter,  an  associate 
of  Roger  Williams.  She  died  suddenly  Dec.  9, 
1829,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  her  age.  Air. 
Thurber’s  opportunities  for  education  were  such 
as  the  schools  of  his  childhood  afforded.  He  was 
early  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  manufacture 
of  paper  in  a mill  standing  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  Allen’s  Print  Works.  This  mill  was 
erected  in  1780,  by  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Thur- 
ber, in  company  with  his  father  and  uncles.  Alar- 
tin  and  Edward.  Paper  of  various  kinds  was 
manufactured  here  until  1812.  Th5  first  bank  pa- 
per issued  by  the  Exchange  and  Roger  Williams 
Banks  was  made  at  this  mill.  The  mill  was  sub- 
sequently converted  into  a cotton  manufactory, 
in  which  Air.  Thurber,  with  others,  was  concerned 
under  the  name  of  The  United  Alanufacturing 
Company.  This  establishment  became  noted  for 
the  production  of  cotton  checks  and  stripes,  the 


superior  quality  of  which  gave  it  an  extensive  rep- 
utation. Later  in  life  Air.  Thurber  owned  and  op- 
erated a cotton  manufactory  at  Alanchaug,  Alass., 
where  he  resided  a part  of  the  time  for  a number 
of  years.  This  mill  he  sold,  and  about  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-four  years  ago  retired  from  active 
business. 

“Air.  Thurber  was  twice  married ; first,  Alay 
27,  1803.  to  Hannah  Gorham,  eldest  daughter  of 
Alaj.  Jabez  and  Catherine  Gorham:  and  second, 
Dec.  2,  1834,  to  Airs.  Jane  H.  Hill,  widow  of  John 
Hill,  Jr.,  and  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Achsah 
Hutton.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  ten 
children,  four  of  whom  we  believe,  are  living.  By 
the  last  marriage  there  were  no  children.  The 
first  wife  died  Alay  12,  1833,  and  the  second  Dec. 
25,  1861. 

“At  the  organization  of  the  city  government, 
in  1832.  Air.  Thurber  was  chosen  alderman  from 
the  First  ward,  and  shared  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  that  board  with  Henry  R.  Greene,  Wil- 
liam T.  Grinnell,  John  H.  Ormsbee  and  Rev.  Asa 
Alesser,  ex-president  of  Brown  University.  Of 
this  official  body  not  one  survives.  Air.  Thurber 
took  an  early  interest  in  the  Providence  Institution 
for  Savings,  and  was  one  of  the  petitioners  for  its 
charter.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Alechanics’ 
Association,  and  was  for  many  years  a valuable 
member  of  its  select  and  other  committees ; and 
when  in  1837  a general  convention  of  mechanics 
and  manufacturers  of  the  country  was  held  in  New 
York,  to  consider  the  existing  business  distress 
and  embarrassments,  and  to  devise  means  of  re- 
lief, a delegation,  consisting  of  Air.  Thurber,  Stan- 
ford Newell,  George  Baker,  Richard  Anthony,  Jo- 
siah  Whitaker  and  James  AI.  Warner,  was  ap- 
pointed to  represent  the  Association  in  the  deliber- 
ations of  that  body.  Of  the  Roger  M’illiams  Bank, 
incorporated  in  1803,  Air.  Thurber  was  a director 
until  his  decease.  Mr.  Thurber  possessed  an  ob- 
serving mind,  and  watched  with  interest  the 
changes  that  each  )'ear  developed  in  the  social  and 
business  life  of  the  town  and  city.  His  tenacious 
memory  was  stored  with  reminiscences  of  men 
and  events,  and  there  were  few  occurrences  in  the 
north  part  of  the  city  that  had  transpired  within 
the  last  eighty  years  with  which  he  was  not  fa- 
miliar, and  concerning  which  he  could  not  furnish 
reliable  information.  If  the  details  of  which  he 
was  so  well  informed  had  been  written  out  they 
would  constitute  one  of  the  most  interesting  chap- 
ters in  our  local  history. 

“Air.  Thurber  sympathized  deeply  with  the 
philanthropic  movements  of  our  times.  His  nu- 
merous charities  were  unostentatious  and  practi- 
cal. Alany  poor  families  and  individuals  will  sadly 
miss  a steadfast  friend  and  a ready  helper  in  their 
seasons  of  need.  In  relieving  the  wants  of  the 
destitute,  his  gifts  were  bestowed  with  reference 
to  the  actual  condition  of  the  family  or  the  indi- 
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vidual,  and  were  usually  accompanied  with  judi- 
cious advice,  designed  to  encourage  self-endeavor 
and  self-reliance ; and  though,  like  many  others, 
he  might  at  times  be  sorely  perplexed  as  to  the 
best  method  of  treating  the  less  promising  class 
of  cases,  the  warmth  of  his  sympathies  was  never 
suffered  to  chill.  Mr.  Thurber  was  a member  of 
the  Fourth  Baptist  Society,  as  his  father  had  been 
before  him.  If  we  mistake  not  the  clock  in  the 
tower  of  the  church  was  his  gift,  and  in  his  will 
a sum  was  set  aside  for  its  maintenance  and  repair. 
His  convictions  of  truth  were  clear  and  settled. 
He  laid  little  stress  on  human  formulas  and  rituals, 
but  rested  upon  the  fundamental  principles  of  rev- 
elation. To  deal  justly,  love  mercy  and  walk 
humbly  with  God,  and  to  do  unto  others  as  we 
would  that  they  should  do  unto  us,  seemed  to  him 
the  comprehensive  expression  of  divine  teachings 
and  the  sum  of  Christian  duty.  A life  of  more 
than  four  score  years  and  ten,  marked  by  scru- 
pulous integrity  and  a spirit  of  reverence  for  in- 
spired authority,  happily  illustrated  the  strength 
and  influence  of  these  ideas,  and  furnishes  the  best 
commentary  upon  them  that  can  be  made.  Death 
came  not  to  Mr.  Thurber  suddenly  and  with  ter- 
rific force,  to  uproot  and  sweep  away  a life  unpre- 
pared for  change,  but  gradually  and  .eently,  as 
the  closing  of  a quiet  day,  the  vital  tide  ebbed  until 
the  willing  spirit  it  bore  upon  its  current  was  ush- 
ered into  the  infinite  future,  over  the  blessedness 
of  which  there  hung  no  shadow  of  doubt.  In  that 
hour  of  triumph  no  one  would  more  appropriately 
have  taken  up  the  refrain  of  the  Psalmist,  ‘Re- 
turn unto  thy  rest,  O my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath 
dealt  bountifully  with  thee,’  or  have  uttered  the 
inspiring  words  of  St.  Paul,  ‘Death  is  swallowed 
up  in  victory.’  ” 

(VII)  Charles  Thurber,  son  of  Dexter  and 
Hannah,  born  July  20,  1804,  married  (first)  Dec. 
3,  1827,  Bretaina  Holbrook,  and  (second)  July  6, 
1835,  Abbv  K.  Stewart.  Two  children,  Henry 
Allen  and  Bretaina,  came  to  the  first  marriage,  and 
two  also,  Irene  and  Emma,  to  the  second. 

(VTI)  Edmund  Thurber,  son  of  Dexter  and 
Hannah,  born  Aug.  13.  1806,  married  (first)  in 
February,  1833,  Jane  C.  Russell.  She  died  Dec. 
6,  1843,  Sept.  9,  1847,  he  married  (second) 

Deborah  Seabury,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  born  June 
29,  1807.  The  children  of  Edmund  and  Jane  C. 
(Russell)  Thurber  were;  Samuel,  born  April  4, 
1837:  and  Charles  D.,  born  May  30,  1839;  and  the 
children  of  Edmund  and  Deborah  were : Jane 
Russell,  born  Jan.  19,  1834;  Abby,  born  Jan. 
14,  1837.  who  died  in  infancy. 

(^TI)  Gorham  Thurber,  son  of  Dexter  and 
Hannah,  born  April  9,  1825,  married  April  ll, 
1848,  Lydia  T.ancaster  Herbert,  born  Nov.  22, 
1829,  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Richard  Her- 
bert, IM.  D.,  and  Ann  Lancaster.  Mrs.  Thurber 
died  Sept.  26,  1905.  The  six  children  of  this  un- 


ion were:  (i)  Hettie,  born  June  21,  1849,  niar- 
ried  Charles  H.  Sprague,  Oct.  22,  1873,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Herbert  Thayer,  born  Dec. 
27,  1876,  who  died  June  3,  1884,  and  a daughter, 
born  Dec.  29,  1881,  who  died  Dec.  30,  1881.  (2) 

Alice,  born  Aug.  18,  1855.  (3)  William  Herbert, 

born  Sept.  19,  1859,  is  mentioned  below.  (4) 
Dexter,  born  Aug.  7,  1861,  married  Carrie  M.  Net- 
tleton.  May  13,  1885,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Gorham  Nettleton,  born  April  7,  1886,  and  Lu- 
man  Tenney,  born  May  24,  1889.  (5)  Edmund 

Gorham,  born  April  17,  1864.  (6)  Edith  Ann, 

born  July  2,  1867,  died  March  21,  1869. 

The  sudden  death  of  Gorham  Thurber,  of 
Providence,  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  6,  1888,  re- 
moved a man  thoroughly  well  known  to  the  jew- 
elry trade  throughout  the  country.  In  the  early 
spring  of  1850  Mr.  Thurber  formed  a co-partner- 
ship with  John  Gorham,  forming  the  firm  of  Gor- 
ham & Thurber,  succeeding  Jabez  Gorham  & Son. 
The  united  capital,  small  as  it  was,  proved  suffi- 
cient for  the  founding  of  what  in  time  became  the 
important  concern  known  as  the  Gorham  Manu- 
facturing Company.  From  first  to  last  Mr.  Thur- 
ber’s  special  department  was  that  of  the  finances. 
The  first  few  years  of  this  business  connection 
brought  little  if  any  progress,  and  yet  the  panic 
of  1857  was  weathered  with  comparative  ease. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  in  1852,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a third  partner,  Lewis  Dexter,  a new 
firm  was  formed,  that  of  Gorham  & Co.  The  Re- 
bellion opening  in  1861  cast  a gloom  over  every 
concern  of  this  or  of  a similar  nature,  and  Mr. 
Dexter  retired.  But  in  the  reaction  that  followed 
the  establishment  speedily  made  its  mark.  The 
name  of  Gorham  & Co.  became  more  widely 
known,  and  their  business  correspondingly  in- 
creased. In  1863  the  company  applied  to  the 
Rhode  Island  State  Legislature  for  an  act  of  in- 
corporation, which  was  granted  in  January,  1865, 
after  which  the  firm  was  known  as  the  Gorham 
Manufacturing  Company.  Mr.  Thurber  was 
elected  the  first  treasurer,  and  at  every  succeeding 
annual  meeting  until  the  year  of  his  death  was 
re-elected.  Having  amassed  a respectable  fortune, 
he  resigned  in  April,  1888,  and  made  a brief  sum- 
mer trip  to  Europe,  returning  only  a few  weeks 
before  his  sudden  demise,  apparently  in  the  best  of 
health,  and  with  reasonable  certainty  of  a long 
lease  of  life.  In  fact,  a couple  of  hours  before  he 
was  stricken  down  he  met  a friend  on  the  street 
and  jocularly  “chaffed”  him  for  not  being  as  well 
prepared  for  the  chilly  air  of  that  morning  as  he 
was.  He  went  up  to  the  Franklyn  Lyceum  Hall 
to  attend  a meeting  of  the  Cable  Tramway  Com- 
pany. Near  the  close  of  the  meeting  he  rose  from 
his  seat  and  went  to  the  door,  remarking  to  a 
friend  that  he  did  not  feel  well.  He  came  out 
shortly  afterward  looking  pale,  and  going  into  the 
hall  lay  down  on  a sofa.  His  family  and  a physi- 
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cian  were  notified  and  in  a few  hours  he  passed 
away. 

The  fune'ral  services  were  held  at  the  family 
residence,  No.  i Greenwich  street,  at  noon  of  Sept, 
loth,  and  the  gathering  embraced  a large  number 
of  his  former  associates  in  the  banking  and  mer- 
cantile community. 

Gorham  Thurber  lived  a life  of  tireless  indus- 
try and  activity,  and  yet  found  time  to  become 
widely  informed  along  many  lines.  He  possessed 
that  rare  combination  of  qualities  which  enabled 
him  to  pursue  with  unflagging  assiduity  a business 
career  requiring  close  application,  without  dwarf- 
ing his  better  nature  or  becoming  the  bondman  of 
his  vocation.  His  relations  with  his  numerous 
employees  were  particularly  pleasant  and  his  treat- 
ment of  them  humane  and  helpful.  His  benevo- 
lence was  always  intelligent,  his  integrity  was  al- 
ways of  the  highest  order,  and  his  years  were  filled 
with  usefulness.  [“Jewelers’  Review,”  Sept.  15, 

1888.1 

Hr.  Thurber  was  most  patriotic  and  would 
have  entered  the  service  during  the  Civil  war,  but 
his  large  business  interests  would  not  permit  it. 
He  was  a Republican  in  politics.  Like  his  father 
he  was  a most  benevolent  man  and  was  constantly 
giving  to  someone.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  what  is  now  the  well-known  firm  of  Tilden- 
Thurber  Company,  established  as  Gorham  Com- 
pany & Brown,  in  1856,  and  succeeded  by  the  pres- 
ent organization. 

(VIII)  William  H.  Thurber,  son  of  Gorham 
and  Lydia  L.  Thurber,  born  Sept.  19,  1859,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  and 
at  Mowry  & Gofif’s  .English  and  Classical  School. 
He  went  abroad  in  the  years  1879-80,  spending 
thirteen  months  in  England,  on  the  Continent  and 
in  Egypt.  Upon  his  ‘return  home  in  1880  he  en- 
tered the  employ,  as  clerk,  of  the  firm  of  Tilden 
& Thurber  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  a . 
member,  and  he  continued  as  such  until  1885, 
when  he  became  a partner  in  the  firm,  the  business 
continuing  as  before  his  admission  to  the  partner- 
ship, under  the  firm  name  of  Tilden  & Thurber 
Co.  In  1892  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the 
Tilden-Thurber  Company,  Mr.  Henry  Tilden  be- 
ing elected  president  and  Mr.  Thurber  treasurer; 
he  has  continued  in  that  position  to  the  present 
time.  Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Tilden,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1907,  Mr.  Thurber  was  also  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  corporation.  Since  Mr.  Thurber  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm  the  volume  of  business 
done  has  greatly  increased,  a number  of  new  de- 
partments having  been  added  to  their  original  line 
of  jewelry  and  silverware.  They  have  been  the 
Rhode  Island  representatives  of  the  Gorham  Com- 
pany, since  the  firm  was  established.  In  addition 
to  occupying  the  Tilden-Thurber  Company  build- 
ing, at  the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Mathewson 


streets,  they  have  leased  and  now  occupy  the  sec- 
ond and  third  floors  of  the  Lapham  building. 

Mr.  Thurber  has  been  independent  in  politics, 
and  while  never  an  office  holder  he  has  always 
been  interested  in  municipal  reform,  and  has 
helped  initiate  some  of  the  movements  in  that  di- 
rection. He  is  a member  of  the  Squantum  Club, 
the  Art  Club,  the  Agawam  Hunt  Club,  the  Rhode 
Island  Automobile  Club,  and  the  Bristol,  Rhode 
Island  and  Edgewood  Yacht  Clubs,  of  which  lat- 
ter he  was  commodore  in  1902  and  1903.  He  is 
a most  enthusiastic  yachtsman  and  automobilist. 

On  April  10,  1882,  Mr.  Thurber  married  Julia 
A.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  William  Butler,  who 
was  prominent  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
having  founded  the  two  largest  foreign  missions 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  one  in  In- 
dia and  the  one  in  Mexico.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thurber  have  been  born  three  children : Ereder- 
ick  Butler,  Eeb.  5,  1883,  (now  in  the  employ  of  the 
Tilden-Thurber  Company)  ; Alarguerite  Edith, 
April  15,  1884;  and  William  Gorham,  April  30, 
1893. 

PITMAN  (Newport  family).  Eor  nearly  two 
centuries  the  family  bearing  this  name  has  been 
represented  in  and  about  Newport,  its  coming 
thither  dating  back  to  the  first  decade  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  Here  it  has  allied  itself 
through  the  intervening  generations  with  some  of 
the  leading  families  of  that  section  and  of  the 
State.  Eor  nearly  forty  years  one  of  its  representa- 
tives, in  the  person  of  Theophilus  Topham  Pit- 
man, has  conducted  the  Neivport  Daily  News,  one 
of  the  influential  newspapers  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
who  from  very  boyhood  has  been  one  of  the  city’s 
active  business  men. 

(I)  Henry  Pitman  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 
Islands.  The  date  of  his  settlement  is  fixed  ap- 
proximately at  1666,  and  his  death,  1684. 

(H)  John  Pitman,  son  of  Henry,  born  in  1663, 
married  Mary  Saunders,  and  lived  first  at  Harbor 
Island;  thence  he  removed  to  Nassau,  settling 
on  and  taking  possession  of  the  land,  plantations 
and  improvements  made  by  his  father.  He  built 
a house  (his  father’s  having  been  burned)  near  the 
ruins  of  that  of  his  father,  cultivated  and  made  im- 
provements, erected  a ship  yard,  and  built  several 
vessels ; he  lived  there  until  the  taking  and  burning 
of  New  Providence  by  the  Erench  and  Spaniards 
in  1703.  His  house  having  been  burned,  he  re- 
moved to  Current  Island,  thence  to  Thesa  Island, 
and  finally  in  1710,  to  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  settled  in  Newport.  He  died  Nov.  21,  1711, 
and  his  widow  Mary,  passed  away  Dec.  ist  of  the 
same  year,  aged  forty-five  years.  Their  children 
were ; Mary,  born  in  1693 ; Joseph,  born  March 
16,  1695  (all  at  Harbor  Island)  ; Benjamin,  born 
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in  1697;  James,  born  in  1700;  Samuel,  born  in 
1701  (all  at  New  Providence)  ; Moses,  born  in 
1702,  at  Thesa  Island;  and  one  whose  name  is  un- 
known at  Newport. 

(Ill)  Benjamin  Pitman,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1697,  married  Mary,  and  lived  in  Newport,  where 
he  was  made  a freeman  in  1741.  He  died  Sept. 
12,  1762,  and  his  wife  Mary  died  Nov.  19,  1746, 
aged  forty-nine  years.  Their  children  were : Ben- 
jamin, John,  James,  Benjamin  (2),  Gilbert  and 
Mary. 

(1\')  John  Pitman  (2),  son  of  Benjamin,  mar- 
ried May  6,  1750,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Abigail  (Plaisted)  Nichols,  and  they  resided  in 
Newport,  where  he  died  Dec.  27,  1768.  His  widow 
was  admitted  to  Dr.  Stiles’s  Church  Nov.  10,  1771. 
and  her  four  children  were  baptized  at  that  same 
time.  In  July,  1775,  the  mother  moved  to  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  she  died  June  17,  1780, 
aged  fifty-four  years.  Their  children  were : Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1753;  John,  June  27,  1757;  IMary, 
June  10,  1758;  Andrew,  born  in  1762;  Thomas  G., 
May  8,  1764;  and  Benjamin,  Sept.  16,  1766. 

(V)  Benjamin  Pitman,  son  of  John  (2) 
born  Sept.  16,  1766,  married  Aug,  6,  1794,  Re- 
member, daughter  of  William  and  Abigail  God- 
dard, and  they  were  residents  of  Newport.  He  died 
June  9,  1811,  and  his  widow  passed  away  July 
28,  1840,  aged  seventy-one  years.  Their  children 
were:  Thomas  F.,  born  Feb.  16,  1797;  Ann  M., 
Aug.  16,  1798;  Benjamin,  March  19,  1800;  Eliza 
A.,  Oct.  4,  1801 ; Jane,  in  1803;  William  Robinson, 
Aug.  6,  1804;  Mary,  Jan.  29,  1806;  and  Jane,  Dec. 
3,  1807. 

(\T)  William  Robinson  Pitman,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin, born  Aug.  6,  1804,  married  Nov.  24, 

1828,  Esther  M.,  daughter  of  John  and  Sabra 
Thurston,  and  they  resided  at  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Their  children  were : Harriet  Elizabeth,  born  Sept. 
20,  1829,  married  Rev.  Carlos  Banning  and  had 
children— INIatilda  T.,  William  C.,  Arthur  S.,  Edwin 
T.,  INIary  E.  and  Alice  C. ; and  William  G.,  born 
Oct.  15.  1834.  The  mother  died  Nov.  7,  1834,  and 
Mr.  Pitman  married  (second)  March  25,  1836, 
Ann  Agnes  Topham,  and  their  children  were: 
Theophilus  Topham,  born  April  12,  1842;  and  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  1844.  Mrs.  Pitman  was  a daughter 
of  Hon.  Theophilus  Topham,  who  for  thirty  years 
was  a member  of  the  Newport  town  council  and  for 
many  years  its  pre..Ment.  He  was  long  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  men  of  Newport. 

(\T1)  Theophilus  Topham  Pitman,  son  of 
William  Robinson,  born  April  12,  1842,  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  marred  in  November,  1866,  Marie 
J.  Davis  \ ( daughter  of  Rev.  Lucius  D.  Davis), 
widely  known  in  literature  as  “Margery  Deane.” 
Mrs.  Pitman  died  Nov.  30,  1888,  at  Paris,  Erance. 

]\Ir.  Pitman  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
and  private  schools  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and 
Newport,  R.  I.,  having  become  a resident  of  the  lat- 


ter city  in  1856,  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  Six 
years  later  he  became  a partner  of  the  late  John  O. 
Peckham  in  the  coal  and  grain  business.  This 
business  in  time  proving  hardly  suitable  to  his 
tastes,  in  June,  1867,  began  what  has  since 
proved  a long  and  successful  career  as  a publisher, 
at  that  time  purchasing  a half  interest  in  the  New- 
port Daily  Nezes  of  Rev.  M.  J.  Talbot,  forming  a 
co-partnership  with  the  late  Hon.  L.  D.  Davis. 
These  gentlemen  conducted  the  paper  until  1887,  in 
August  of  which  year  Mr.  Pitman  purchased  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Davis,  and  since  that  time  has  con- 
ducted the  paper  alone. 

Mr.  Pitman,  while  interested  in  public  affairs  in 
the  politics  of  his  town.  State  and  nation,  has  him- 
self never  held  public  office,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  as  park  commissioner  of  Newport,  and 
again  in  1906,  when,  at  the  first  election  held  under 
the  new  charter  granted  the  City  of  Newport,  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  Representative  Coun- 
cil from  the  Third  ward  for  the  two-year  term.  He 
has  held  the  esteem,  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  of  the  community  in  which  he 
has  so  long  been  an  active  business  man  and  useful 
citizen,  and  has  a number  of  times  been  intrusted 
with  positions  of  trust  and  honor  by  them.  Since 
the  year  of  its  organization  he  has  been  a director 
of  the  Newport  Co-operative  Association  for  Sav- 
ings and  Building.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
the  Newport  Street  Railway  Company,  and  from 
the  beginning  was  a member  of  its  board  of  man- 
agement. He  was  also  a trustee  of  the  Coddington 
Savings  Bank  until  its  liquidation,  and  has  been 
steward  or  trustee  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  since  1863. 

SHELDON  (Pawtucket  family).  The  Rhode 
Island  Sheldons  belonging  to  the  old  stock  de- 
scend from  the  two  Johns — John  Sheldon 
of  Providence  and  John  Sheldon  of  Kingstown, 
the  former  here  as  early  as  1675.  The  descend- 
ants of  John  of  Providence  have  lived  largely  in  the 
several  towns  created  out  of  ancient  Providence. 
One  branch  of  the  Providence-Cranston  family 
has  been  prominently  represented  in  Pawtucket 
and  for  perhaps  half  a century  in  and  about  the 
village  of  Wakefield,  in  South  Kingstown.  Among 
the  Sheldons  have  been  both  at  Providence  and  in 
their  various  communities  throughout  the  State 
some  of  the  most  substantial  and  useful  men  and 
women,  many  prominent  in  business  life.  The 
Sheldons  have  been  allied  by  marriage  with  some 
of  the  first  families  of  the  Commonwealth,  among 
them  the  Williams,  Arnold,  Waterman,  Pbtter, 
Anthony,  Greene  and  Olney  families.  The  fam- 
ilv  was  well  represented  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

But  it  is  with  the  present  Pawtucket  family  of 
Sheldons  this  article  deals,  a Providence-Cranston 
branch  of  the  descendants  of  the  first  John  Shel- 
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don  of  Providence,  the  head  of  the  Pawtucket- fam- 
ily being-  the  late  Pardon  Sheldon,  who  for  years 
was  a wholesale  flour  and  g-rain  dealer  of  Provi- 
dence, but  later  a resident  of  Pawtuxet.  One  of 
the  latter’s  sons,  the  late  Col.  Henry  Plerbert  Shel- 
don, was  long  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket,  the  founder 
of  the  Sheldon  Building  Company,  and  two  of  his 
sons  now  represent  the  family  there,  Philip  Collins 
Sheldon,  in  the  legal  profession,  and  Charles  Pler- 
bert Sheldon,  associated  with  his  brother  in  busi- 
ness. 

In  what  follows  the  arrangement  is  chronologi- 
cal, beginning  with  the  first  American  ancestor  of 
the  family. 

(I)  John  Sheldon,  a tanner  by  occupation,  born 
in  England  in  1630,  c^jng  to  this  country  early  in 
life,  and  settled  in  Providence,  where  he  died  in 
1708.  He  is  of  record  at  Providence  as  early  as 
1675,  in  February  of  which  year  he  gave  testi- 
mony in  a controversy,  giving  his  age  as  alx)ut 
forty-five  years.  He  was  deputy  in  1702.  He 
married  in  1660,  according  to  Austin,  Joan  Vincint. 
Their  children  were : Timothy,  born  March  -29, 
1661  ; John  ; Mary  ; Nicholas  ; and  Nehemiah. 

(II)  Nicholas  Sheldon,  son  of  John,  died  Nov. 
23,  1747.  He  married  Abigail  Tillinghast,  who 
was  born  in  March,  1674,  daughter  of  Pardon  Til-' 
linghast,  the  elder,  and  his  wife  Lydia  (Tabor). 
They  lived  in  Providence.  Their  children  were: 
Mary,  Nicholas,  Joseph,  Abigail,  Lydia,  Hannah, 
Pardon  and  Jeremiah. 

(III)  Nicholas  Sheldon  (2),  son  of  Nicholas, 
born  in  1694,  married  Penelope  Congdon.  Their 
children  were : Nicholas,  Stephen,  Sarah,  Mary, 

-I—  Hannah  and  Lydia.  The  father  of  these  died  in 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  March  8,  1787,  aged  ninety-three 
years. 

(IVI  Nicholas  Sheldon  (3),  son  of  Nicholas 

(2) ,  born  in  1732  or  1733,  married  Zilpha  Knight, 

and  lived  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  dying 
there  April  16,  1828,  at  the  advanced  age  of 

ninety-five  years.  His  children  were : Nicholas, 
Robert  and  Mary. 

(V)  Nicholas  Sheldon  (4),  son  of  Nicholas 

(3) ,  born  in  1763,  married  Phebe,  daughter 
of  Caleb  Potter,  and  was  occupied  in  farming  in 
the  town  of  Cranston,  R.  L,  where  he  died  in  1838, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Their  children 
were:  Sophia,  born  in  1784;  Pardon,  born  in 
1788;  William,  born  in  1790;  Jeremiah,  born  in 
1794;  Joseph,  and  Celia.  Of  these,  Joseph  died  in 
1849.  Pardon  is  mentioned  presently.  William 
lived  in  Providence.  Jeremiah  married  Sally  A., 
daughter  of  Stephen  Wilmarth,  of  Chepachet,  R. 
I.,  and  was  a successful  farmer  and  popular  land- 
lord ; he  died  in  1867.  Celia  married  Horace  Ar- 
nold. 

Caleb  Potter,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sheldon,  was 
a patriot  of  the  Revolution,  serving  as  a private  in 


the  Captain  General’s  Company,  a corps  of  cavalry 
under  command  of  Col.  Benjamin  Slack  and  Col- 
onel Manton,  which. did  service  in  the  expedition 
to  Rhode  Island,  from  July  24  to  Aug.  31,  1778. 
Mr.  Potter  also  served  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Charles  Holden,  Jr.,  during  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1780.  \ 

(\T)  Paruox  Sheldon,  son  of  Nicholas  (4), 
born  Sept.  10,  1788,  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  R. 
I.,  married  (first)  Caroline  Knight  and  (second) 
Harriet  Collins.  One  daughter,  ]\lary,  born  to  the 
first  marriage,  died  in  infancy.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Pardon  and  Harriet  (Col- 
lins) Sheldon : IMary,  who  died  aged  fifty,  un- 
married : Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years ; Henry  Herbert,  mentioned  below ; Pardon, 
Jr.,  a druggist  in  business  in  Providence,  where 
he  died  when  thirty-five  years  old,  unmarried  ; and 
Anna  C.,  unmarried,  a resident  of  Pawtucket. 

Mr.  Sheldon  in  his  earlier  years  was  occupied  in 
farming,  and  from  1822  to  1835  he  was  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  flour  and  grain  business  at  Provi- 
dence. On  retiring  from  active  business  he  bought 
a small  farm  of  forty  acres  of  land  located  some 
three  and  a half  miles  out  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, which  is  now  a part  of  Edgewood.  Remov- 
ing in  1846  to  the  village  of  Pawtuxet,  he  there 
resided  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  his  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  30,  1851,  took  place  at  Che- 
pachet, R.  I.,  while  he  was  on  a visit  to  his  brother 
Jeremiah.  He  was  interred  in  the  homestead  bur- 
ial ground  in  Cranston.  After  this  event  his 
widow  and  children  removed  to  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. Mr.  Sheldon  was  one  of  the  State’s  rep- 
resentative men,  a sturdy  New  Englander  of  the 
old  type.  He  was  a man  of  good  judgment  and 
business  ability  and  lived  and  died  esteemed  and 
respected. 

(VH)  Henry  Herrert  Sheldon,  son  of  Par- 
don and  Harriet  (Collins),  born  July  13,  1834,  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  married  June  30,  1859,  Adeline 
Frances  Carpenter,  then  of  Coventry,  R.  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Mary  Cooke 
(Waterman)  Carpenter,  who  removed  to  Paw- 
tucket in  i860;  Mr.  Carpenter  represented  Ithe 
town  of  Coventry  in  both  branches  of  the  State 
Assembly. 

Mrs.  Sheldon’s  descent  from  Roger  Williams 
and  his  wife  Mary  (Barnard)  is  traced  down 
through  their  daughter,  Mary  Williams,  who  mar- 
ried John  Sayles ; their  daughter  Deborah  Sayles, 
who  married  Caleb  Carr ; their  daughter,  Deborah 
Carr,  who  married  John  Greene ; their  son,  Caleb 
Greene,  who  married  Ann  Rodman  ; their  daugh- 
ter, Anne  Greene,  who  married  Charles  Cooke ; 
their  daughter,  Marv  Cooke,  who  married  Caleb 
Waterman ; their  daughter,  Mary  Cooke  Water- 
man, who  married  Benjamin  Franklin  Carpen- 
ter. 

In  1851,  while  in  his  teens,  Henr\'  H.  Sheldon 
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was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  jewelry  trade  to  one 
Henry  Giles,  a jeweler  of  Providence,  R.  I.  After 
having  remained  with  i\Ir.  Giles  for  three  years  he 
and  a partner  engaged  in  that  business  on  Page 
street,  in  'the  same  city.  This  association  was  of 
but  a year’s  duration,  Mr.  Sheldon  purchasing  his 
partner’s  interest  in  the  business  and  taking  into 
it  as  a partner  j\Ir.  George  C.  Greene,  the  business 
style  of  the  firm  becoming  Sheldon  & Greene. 
These  gentlemen  remained  together  until  i860,  in 
the  meantime  establishing  and  maintaining  an  of- 
fice in  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  1862  j\Ir.  Sheldon  raised  a company  styled 
the  Burnside  Zouaves,  of  which  he  was  made  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. He  had  previously  given  consider- 
able time  to  military  affairs,  as  he  did  afterward. 
From  1854  to  1856  he  was  a member  of  the  ist 
Light  Infantry,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
an  honorary  member  of  the  First  Light  Infantry 
Veteran  Association. 

After  his  military  experience  Colonel  Sheldon 
was,  in  1863,  appointed  to  a position  in  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  which  he  held  with  efficiency  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  1865,.  Returning  to  New  England  he 
became  connected  with  an  extensive  cutlery  es- 
tablishment in  Boston,  and  later  with  a similar 
concern  in  New  York  City,  remaining  with  the 
latter  until  1874.  Returning  in  that  year  to  Provi- 
dence, for  some  years  thereafter  he  was'  the  rep- 
resentative salesman  throughout  this  country  and 
abroad  of  the  Retort  Gas  Company  of  Providence. 
It  was  in  1882  that  Mr.  Sheldon  invented  the  well- 
known  Sheldon  Gas  Stove,  which  for  the  next 
three  years  he  manufactured,  having  offices  in 
New  York  and  Boston.  Following  this  experi- 
ence Mr.  Sheldon,  in  about  1886,  became  estab- 
lished in  business  at  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  where  he 
had  a remarkable  business  careei;.  He  formed  the 
Sheldon  Building  Company,  purchasing  what  is 
known  as  the  Miller  estate,  at  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  Main  streets,  where  he  erected  the  Sheldon 
building,  containing  many  stores  and  offices,  tear- 
ing down  the  old  tavern  which  formerly  occupied 
the  site.  This  was  but  the  beginning  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Sheldon  Building  Company.  They 
subsequently  purchased  various  estates,  had  the 
management  of  several  large  estates,  erected  more 
buildings,  leased  stores  and  buildings,  and  by  mak- 
ing improvements,  alterations  and  various  judi- 
cious business  deals  developed  the  present  extensive 
business  of  the  corporation. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Colonel  Sheldon  to  say  that 
in  the  development  of  the  extensive  business  just 
alluded  to  his  energy,  enterprise  and  force  were 
keenly  felt,  for  it  is  to  his  foresight,  enterprise  and 
public  spirit  the  citizens  of  Pawtucket  are  greatly 
indebted  for  many  of  their  attractive  business 
buildings.  Colonel  Sheldon  was  also  identified 


with  a number  of  other  business  corporations  and 
enterprises  in  the  State,  among  them  the  Provi- 
dence Cable  Tramway  CompaiiAy  the  charter  for 
which  he  himself  obtained  in  1883,  and  the  Paw- 
tucket Cable  Tramway  Company.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  not  only  promoted  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  city,  but  was  also  a public  bene- 
factor in  the  highest  sense,  his  progressive  spirit 
and  farsightedness  giving  him  the  courage  to  at- 
tempt many  things  which  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  one  less  independent  or  less  confident.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  a Providence  paper  spoke  as 
follows  regarding  this  part  of  his  career : 

“In  the  death  of  Mr.  Sheldon  Pawtucket  loses 
a man  who  is  said  to  have  done  much,  and  perhaps 
more  than  any  other  one  man,  to  increase  the  busi- 
ness prosperity  of  the  center  of  the  city  for  he 
fearlessly  undertook  projects  to  build  business 
blocks,  which  added  much  to  the  ultimate  business 
success  of  the  city.  He  was  fearless  in  such  ven- 
tures, for  he  believed  that  there  would  soon  be  a 
demand  for  such  property.  The  result  justified  his 
judgment,  for  his  example  was  soon  followed  by 
other  business  men,  who  did  not  at  first  have  his 
energy  and  daring  in  business  ventures.  He  prac- 
tically rebuilt  the  business  center  of  the  city,  and 
caused,  directly  and  indirectly,  many  large  business 
blocks  to  take  the  place  of  shabby  structures  that 
had  stood  there  for  years. 

“In  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  he  was 
considered  and  found  honest  in  every  deal,  giving 
a full  dollar  for  every  promise  made  and  exacting 
similar  treatment  in  return.  * * * * jjg 

not  a society  man,  the  only  organization  he  be- 
longed to  being  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  As- 
sociation. He  put  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into 
that  organization,  for  he  believed  that  it  was  the 
one  public  body  of  citizens  that  ought  to  mold  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  that  ought  to  lead  the  way  for  a 
continued  business  prosperity.” 

Colonel  Sheldon’s  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  believing  in  a non- 
partisan city  government  he  consented  in  1896  to 
become  a candidate  for  mayor  of  Pawtucket  on  an 
independent  ticket.  He  failed  of  election,  and  was 
a candidate  again  in  1902,  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  Those  were  the  only  occasions  on  which 
he  was  actively  interested  in  municipal  political 
contests. 

Colonel  Sheldon  died  at  Park  Heights,  his 
home  in  Pawtucket,  Oct.  10,  1905,  after  a long  ill- 
ness. His  health  had  been  poor  for  two  or  three 
years  prior  to  his  death,  but  he  was  not  confined 
to  the  house  until  a few  weeks  before  the  end 
came.  He  was  laid  to  rest  on  the  afternoon  of 
Oct.  12,  in  Swan  Point  cemetery,  the  funeral  serv- 
ices being  conducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Frank  Rector  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Pawtucket,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Dr.  George  Bullen,  of  New  London,  N.  H. 
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Colonel  Sheldon  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  though  he  did  not  hold  office 
in  any  of  the  church  societies. 

Colonel  Sheldon  and  his  wife  had  children  as 
follows:  Grace  Waterman,  born  April  29,  i860, 
Avho  died  i\Iay  3,  1882;  Philip  Collins,  born  Oct. 
10,  1861  ; and  Charles  Herbert,  born  May  16,  1874. 
The  family  mansion,  on  Park  Place,  built  in  June, 
1896,  is  one  of  the  beautiful  homes  of  Pawtucket. 

Philip  Collixs  Siieldox,  son  of  Col.  Henry 
Herbert  and  Adeline  Frances  (Carpenter)  Shel- 
don, born  Oct.  10,  1861,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried Sept.  4,  1889.  in  the  Fourth  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Boston,  Mass.,  Rubiena  Carrie  Hardwick, 
daughter  of  Henry  Hingston  and  Amelia  Adeline 
(Wiswell)  Hardwick,  of  Boston,  formerly  of  New 
York.  To  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  have  come  two 
children:  Marshall  Hingston,  born  June  21.  1890, 
and  Beatrice  Adelin,  born  July  8,  1895. 

Mr.  Sheldon  received  his  elementary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Pawtucket,  and  furthered 
his  early  studies  in  Mowry  & Gofif's  English  and 
Classical  School  at  Providence,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1880,  with  honors,  as 
salutatorian  of  the  class.  After  this  event  he  began 
his  business  career  with  the  American  Screw  Com- 
pany at  Providence,  remaining  in  their  employ  for 
some  six  years  as  ledger  clerk.  In  1887  he  be- 
came an  associate  of  his  father  in  the  real  estate 
business  at  Pawtucket,  the  style  of  firm  being  H. 
H.  & P.  C.  Sheldon,  with  offices  in  the  Sheldon 
building  in  that  city.  Mr.  Sheldon  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  James  L.  Jenks,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  was  graduated  from  the  Rhode  Island 
Law  School,  of  Providence,  in  the  class  of  1901. 
In  October  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  He  is 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Sheldon  Building 
Company,  which  position  he  has  held  since  1903  ; 
and  secretary  of  the  Pawtucket  Sash  and  Blind 
Company,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  original  incor- 
])orators ; he  is  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Busi- 
ness IMen’s  Association. 

Mr.  Sheldon’s  jiolitical  affiliations  are  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  represented  his  ward — 
the  Third — in  the  common  council.  He  has  served 
as  a trustee  of  the  Pawtucket  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  as  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  Pawtucket  park  commissioners.  He  is  clerk 
( 1906)  of  the  Pawtucket  school  committee.  IMr. 
Sheldon’s  religious  connection  is  with  the  First 
Baptist  Church  at  Pawtucket,  which  h^  has  served 
as  deacon  and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  several  years. 

Ch.vrles  Herhert  Sheldon,  son  of  Henry 
Herbert  and  Adeline  Frances  (Carpenter)  Shel- 
don, was  born  i\lay  16.  1874.  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
and  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Mowry  & Gofif’s 
English  and  Classical  School,  at  Providence,  ac- 


quired his  education.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  business  at  Pawtucket,  R. 
I.,  being  secretary  of  the  Sheldon  Building  Com- 
pany of  that  city,  until  his  father’s  death,  since 
which  the  real  estate  business  has  been  carried  on 
under  the  firm  name  of  P.  C.  & C.  H.  Sheldon, 
of  which  he  is  the  junior  member.  Mr.  Sheldon 
is  a member  of  the  P’awtucket  Business  iMen’s  As- 
sociation, and  of  Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No.  29,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

% 

On  May  i,  1905,  Mr.  Sheldon  was  married  to 
Anna  Margaret  Chase,  daughter  of  Julian  A. 
Chase,  M.  D.,  and  (Mattie  (Wheaton)  Chase,  of 
Pawtucket. 

HON.  WALTER  ALLEN  READ,  general 
treasurer  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  oldest  settled  families  of 
New  England,  the  Reads  emigrating  from  Eng- 
land to  Plymouth,  (Mass.,  about  1660. 

Oliver  Read,  great-grandfather  of  Walter  A. 
Read,  settled  at  Alendon,  Mass.,  about  1740. 

Ahab  Read,  the  grandfather,  was  a Baptist 
clergyman  and  was  settled  at  various  places  in 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Read’s  father,  Thomas  Jenks  Read,  was 
engaged  in  the  tin  business  in  Blackstone.  Mass., 
until  1849,  when  he  sailed  from  Warren,  R.  I.,  in 
the  ship  “Hopewell,”  for  California,  where  he  died 
in  1851.  He  married  Sarah  Burton,  who  was  born 
in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Raymond  Burton 
and  Deborah  Sayles.  Airs.  Read  died  in  1894  at 
Haverhill,  Mass.  They  had  two  children,  W alter 
Allen  and  Minnie.  The  latter  married  Charles  F. 
Morse,  of  Haverhill,  Alass.,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Alice. 

Hon.  W’alter  Allen  Read  was  born  July  6,  1842, 
in  Blackstone,  Mass.,  where  he  received  his  early 
education,  attending  school  there  until  he  was  eleven 
years  of  age.  Soon  after  he  and  his  sister,  Minnie, 
moved  to  Chepachet,  R.  I.,  where  his  opportunities 
for  education  were  limited  and  he  had  to  depend 
mainly  on  self  instruction.  He  was  in  the  employ 
of  Otis  Sayles  & Sons,  manufacturers  of  cotton 
goods,  until  Aug.  17,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  4th  Rhode  Island  Infantry.  Fie  was 
promoted  to  second  lieutenant  Oct.  2,  1861,  and 
presented  a sword  by  the  citizens  of  Glocester. 
He  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  Nov.  20,  1861, 
and  to  captain  Aug.  2,  1862.  With  his  regiment  he 
took  part  in  the  operations  under  General  Burnside, 
in  North  Carolina ; in  the  operations  under  General 
AIcClellan,  before  Richmond ; in  General  Pope’s 
campaign  ; at  Antietam  ; at  I'redericksburg ; and 
joined  General  Peck  at  Suffolk  when  besieged 
by  General  Longstreet.  He  served  under  General 
Butler  at  F'ortress  Alonroe  until  June,  1864,  and 
then  joined  the  forces  under  General  Grant,  cper- 
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ating  against  Richmond.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
the  Mine,  where  the  regiment  lost  nearly  half  of 
its  members.  After  this  battle  he  was  the  senior 
captain  and  commander  of  the  regiment  until  it 
was  disbanded,  in  Providence,  Oct.  15,  1864. 

After  tbe  war  Mr.  Read  associated  himself  with 
Augustus  F.  \\  ade  in  the  sale  of  general  merchan- 
dise from  1865  to  1871,  after  which  he  continued 
the  business  alone  until  1899,  when  he  sold  out. 
From  June,  1866,  to  1885  he  was  postmaster  at  Che- 
patchet.  He  was  ap])ointed  a commissioner  of  the 
State  Board  of  Soldiers’  Relief  in  1885  and  served 
until  1890,  and  was  agent  of  the  Board  until  1895. 
He  was  appointed  a member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  and  Corrections  in  1893  for  a term  of  six 
years  and  is  still  serving,  having  been  re-appointed 
in  1899  and  1905. 

No  Republican  organization  existed  in  Glo- 
cester  prior  to  1876,  and  Mr.  Read  became  chair- 
man of  the  town  committee  formed  that  year,  and 
succeeded  in  polling  thirty-six  Republican  votes  out 
of  a voting  list  of  nearly  six  hundred  and  fifty. 
There  was  a decided  gain  from  that  time  on,  and  in 
1888  he  was  elected  senator  from  Glocester  by  a 
majority  of  one — tbe  first  senator  ever  elected  from 
that  town  on  a straight  party  issue.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  year  1892  he  served  continuously  as 
senator  until  1898,  and  during  his  term  in  the 
Senate  was  a member  of  tbe  Finance  committee  of 
that  body  in  1888  and  1889  and  on  the  Judiciary 
committee  from  1889  until  1898.  Since  1898  Mr. 
Read  has  acceptably  performed  tbe  duties  of  Gen- 
eral Treasurer  of  Rhode  Island. 

Since  its  organization  in  1891  he  has  been  com- 
mander of  Charles  E.  Guild  Post.  G.  A.  R. : he  was 
Department  Commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  1900 ; 
is  a member  of  tbe  T.oyal  Legion  : of  the  Central 
Club  and  West  Side  Club  of  Providence ; and  of 
Friendship  Lodge.  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which 
he  was  worshipful  master  in  1888-89. 

On  Sept.  19,  t866.  i\Tr.  Read  married  Miss 
Charlotte  Owen,  daughter  of  Capt.  George  T.. 
Owen,  of  Glocester,  and  they  have  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Maude  Louise,  born  March  9,  1874,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Howard  W.  Farnum,  of  Chepachet. 
Rhode  Island. 

JOSEPH  OTT.  While  the  Ihiited  States  may 
and  does  offer  unequalled  opportunities  for  a young 
man  to  win  fame  and  fortune,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  the  most  thorough  workmen  have  received 
their  training  in  the  Old  World.  There,  it  seems, 
they  are  encouraged  to  learn  their  work  from  the 
ground  up,  omitting  no  detail,  finding  no  duty  too 
menial,  no  hours  too  long,  if  thereby  they  gain 
knowledge  and  experience  that  lead  them  to  a 
perfect  understanding  of  the  whole : and  there, 
too,  is  found  greater  encouragement  toward  orig- 
inal work.  In  this  country,  with  the  varied  recre- 
ations of  the  voting  workman,  he  does  his  work 
well  so  far  as  he  knows  it,  but  he  wastes  little  or 


no  time  in  learning  patiently  the  whole  so  long  as 
he  can  earn  a living  by  doing  a part.  This  ex- 
plains to  a large  degree  why  our  best  practical 
manufacturers  and  machinists  are  so  seldom  na- 
tive-born Americans.  The  necessity  for  thorough- 
ness and  the  real  dignity  of  all  labor  are  lost  in 
tbe  overwhelming  impatience  of  the  average 
American  who  leaps  at  one  bound  to  the  top,  and 
then,  too  often,  finds  himself  “weighed  in  the  bal- 
ance and  found  wanting.” 

Rhode  Island  is  noted  for  its  great  textile  in- 
dustries, and  among  these  the  Royal  Weaving 
Company,  of  Pawtucket  and  Central  Falls,  with 
its  four  large  mills,  plays  a most  important  part. 
These  mills  are,  indeed,  a monument  to  the  un- 
tiring industry  and  sterling  worth  of  their  man- 
ager,  Joseph  Ott,  who,  little  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  landed,  a poor  young  man,  at  Castle  Garden 
— ignorant  of  the  language  and  customs  of  the  new 
country,  and  with  $1.50  in  his  pocket. 

Mr.  Ott  was  born  IMarch  ii,  1861,  in  Troch- 
telfingen.  Providence  of  Hohenzollern,  Germany, 
third  of  the  nine  children  born  to  Jacob  and  Gen- 
evieve (Hodler)  Ott.  Jacob  Ott  was  a native  of 
Steinhilben,  Germany,  and  became  a successful 
manufacturer  of  military  clotb  at  Trochtelfingen — 
a cloth  that  is  still  used  in  the  German  army. 
Both  the  Otts  and  the  Hodlers  had,  for  several 
generations,  been  manufacturers  of  cloth,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Genevieve  (Hodler)  Ott  being  par- 
ticularly well  known  at  Aachen,  Westphalia. 

Until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  Joseph  Ott 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  his 
time  out  of  school  hours  was  spent  in  his  father’s 
mill,  watching  the  spooling  machinery  and  doing 
such  other  work  as  his  years  and  strength  permit- 
ted, thus  early  gaining  considerable  knowledge  of 
the  business.  He  then  entered  the  School  of  Arts 
and  Science  at  Reutlingen,  where  he  learned  weav- 
ing and  the  making  of  patterns,  and  whence  he 
was  graduated  in  1878.  After  further  study,  in 
a school  of  design  in  Wurtemberg,  he  began  his 
practical  work,  entering  a mill  in  Bavaria,  where 
he  paid  special  attention  to  the  operating  of  the 
machinery.  In  1880  he  went  to  Augsburg  as  de- 
signer in  the  Augsburger  Buntweberei,  and  later 
to  Asch,  in  the  silk  district  of  Bohemia,  and  there 
he  remained  two  years.  In  going  as  he  did,  from 
one  mill  to  another,  he  sought  any  kind  of  work, 
from  that  of  experienced  weaver  to  loom  fixer. 
While  studying  in  the  Chemnitz  (Saxony)  School 
of  Design  he  accepted  a position  as  superintendent 
of  the  Goefitz  Bros.  ^lill,  one  of  the  largest  silk 
mills  in  that  country.  His  work  there  came  to  a 
sudden  end,  as  he  was  drafted  for  service  in  the 
army.  After  serving  ten  weeks  he  decided  against 
further  military  experience,  and  started  for  Amer- 
ica, landing,  as  stated  before,  with  $1.50  as  his 
visible  assets.  This  was  in  1884.  He  went  to  a 
boarding-house  in  New  York  City,  and  gave  his 
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clothes  as  security  for  his  board,  and  it  was  six 
weeks  before  he  secured  employment. 

There  was  in  New  York,  at  that  time,  IMax 
Jagerhuber,  editor  of  the  Dry  Goods  Economist, 
a paper  devoted  to  the  textile  business,  who  was 
from  the  same  town  in  Germany  as  Air.  Ott,  and 
to  him  the  latter  applied  for  a position  as  designer 
— the  paper  printing  patterns  from  time  to  time— 
and  got  it,  but  this  position  was  paid  for  in  honor 
only.  Mr.  Jagerhuber  did,  however,  introduce 
him  to  the  mill  men.  Among  these  was  the  firm 
of  Coffin,  Altemus  & Co.,  and  to  them  the  young 
German  showed  his  designs.  Their  merit  was  at 
once  discerned,  and  Air.  Ott  was  handed  $25, 
and  told  to  go  home  and  to  stay  until  sent  for, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  was  cautioned  against 
seeing  other  firms  or  showing  them  his  patterns. 
It  was  but  a short  time  before  he  was  summoned 
into  their  service,  and  as  designer  earned  ten  dol- 
lars a week.  At  the  end  of  six  months  he  was 
sent  to  Holyoke,  Alass.,  to  fill  a similar  position  at 
increased  pay  in  the  Farr  Alpaca  Alills,  remaining 
one  year.  By  this  time  Air.  Ott  had  become  known 
as  a master  of  his  craft,  and  he  was  summoned 
to  become  overseer  of  the  Lyman  Alills  at  Hol- 
yoke, where  he  had  charge  of  1,100  looms.  In  the 
two  and  a half  years  he  stayed  in  the  Lyman  Alills, 
paying  close  attention  to  his  work,  and  striving  to 
maintain  a uniform  excellence  of  the  product,  he 
was  unconsciously  building  a good  foundation  for 
his  later  successes.  The  cloth  he  was  making  was 
bleached  in  the  Sayles  Bleacheries  at  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  and  its  quality  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
superintendent.  Air.  Emerson,  who  twice  went  to 
Holyoke  to  make  overtures  to  Mr.  Ott,  hut  to  no 
avail.  Sufficient'  inducements  were  made,  how- 
ever, by  Air.  Drown,  of  the  Slater  Cotton  Alills, 
and  Mr.  Ott  entered  upon  a one-year  contract 
there. 

Mr.  Ott  had  changed  greatly  from  the  lonely 
German  youth,  friendless  and  penniless.  As  he 
had  grown  accustomed  to  American  ways,  so, 
too,  his  thorough  knowledge  of  his  work  had  won 
him  friends  among  the  mill  men,  and  he  was 
granted  the  hearty  admiration  and  good-will  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  his  new  po- 
sition in  the  Slater  Alills  he  was  obliged  to  make 
frequent  trips  to  New  York.  Interested  always  to 
see  if  his  own  work  maintained  a high  standard, 
he  made  close  inspection  of  all  goods  on  the  mar- 
ket. In  these  tours  of  inspection  his  attention  was 
attracted  to  the  silk  used  for  linings,  and  he  was 
told  that  it  was  all  of  European  manufacture,  and 
that  it  was  impossible  to  produce  it  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  beginning  this  did  not  especially 
interest  him,  but  as  he  noticed  it  more  and  more, 
and  at  the  same  time  recalled  his  experience  in  the 
silk  mills  of  the  Old  World,  he  became  convinced 
that  it  could  be  made  here,  and  he  proceeded^  to 
investigate  with  the  idea  of  manufacturing  it  him- 


self. He  made  careful  inquiries  regarding  the 
cost  of  production,  the  amount  of  the  present  and 
possible  future  consumption,  and  so  much  in  ear- 
nest was  he  that  he  resigned  his  position  in  1888, 
and  went  to  Worcester,  Alass.,  where  the  best 
special  looms  are  made.  He  entered  the  Crompton 
Loom  Works,,  where  the  superintendent  gave  him 
space  for  his  experimenting,  and  at  the  end  of 
several  weeks  a loom  was  made  for  him,  but  it  was 
not  satisfactory.  His  intentions  were  not  to  be 
thwarted  by  so  trifling  an  occurrence  as  one  un- 
satisfactory loom,  and  he  continued  to  look  about 
him  for  something  to  act  as  a foundation  for  the 
machinery  he  desired.  To  a less  determined  and 
persevering  man  his  task  would  have  seemed  hope- 
less, hut  to  Air.  Ott  his  search  for  a loom  was  only 
an  obstacle  he  knew,  in  time,  he  could  overcome. 
In  Pawtuck'ct,  one  day,  he  found  six  looms  that 
with  some  rebuilding  would  do  the  work.  This 
rebuilding  he  did,  also  constructing  some  two  new 
ones  on  the  same  model,  and  these  were  then  set 
up  over  a little  carpenter  shop.  A whole  year  had 
been  consumed  in  looking  for  and  perfecting  these 
looms  for  the  weaving  of  silk,  fine  cotton  and 
worsted.  With  two  girls  to  help  him  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  the  first  silk  linings  of  this  special 
line,  and  which  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  made 
in  the  United  States.  The  shop  was  a tiny  one, 
but  the  hopeful  spirit  of  the  proprietor  saw  in  it 
the  beginning  of  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
tries of  the  country.  Stories  of  the  man  and  his 
achievements  attracted  the  attention  of  the  late 
Darius  Goff,  one  of  the  most  successful  manufac- 
turers of  Pawtucket,  and  he  paid  a visit  to-  the 
little  room  over  the  shop.  His  friendly  interest 
overcame  Mr.  Ott’s  reluctance  to  permit  him  to  see 
the  diminutive  factory,  but  the  caller  only  re- 
mained about  three  minutes.  Soon  after,  however. 
Air.  Goff  sent  for  Air.  Ott,  who  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons, taking  with  him  some  of  his  samples.  There 
he  found  another  prominent  manufacturer,  the  late 
Daniel  G.  Littlefield.  This  conference  closed  with 
the  signing  of  a contract,  and  the  dawn  of  a new 
American  industry  rolled  away  into  the  full  light 
of  day.  Each  member  of  the  partnership  put  in 
$5,000;  new  quarters  were  secured;  twenty  looms 
were  added,  soon  twenty  more  were  put  in  opera- 
tion, and  then  there  was  no  more  room  for  further 
enlargement.  In  1890  Alill  No.  i was  built  at 
Central  Ealls.  About  this  time  the  business  was 
incorporated  and  Alill  No.  2 was  added,  a unique 
structure  especially  constructed  for  delicate  weav- 
ing, the  light  all  being  obtained  from  the  roof ; 
in  1900  Alill  No.  3 was  erected,  and  in  April,  1905, 
the  large  Alill  No.  4 was  built  to  meet  the  con- 
stantly increasing  demand  for  the  product.  This 
last  mill  is  one  of  the  most  perfectly  appointed 
mills  in  New  England,  being  520x110  feet,  two 
stories  high,  and  it  is  used  in  spinning  cotton 
yarns.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  other  manufactory 
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can  show  in  sixteen  years  the  remarkable  growth 
of  the  Royal  Weaving  Company,  and  this  is  due 
to  the  keen  business  ability  and  perfect  workman- 
ship of  one  man,  Joseph  Ott. 

Besides  taking  complete  charge  of  the  manu- 
facturing part  of  the  business,  Mr.  Ott  himself 
sells  all  the  product,  traveling  all  over  the  country, 
and  making  the  personal  acquaintance  of  the  cus- 
tomers. 

Mr.  Ott  is  loyal  to  his  adopted  country.  In  his 
political  faith  he  is  a Republican,  with  very  firm 
protective  ideas,  but  his  business  interests  are  too 
extensive  to  permit  him  to  take  much  active  part 
in  politics. 

In  March,  1902,  Mr.  Ott  was  married  to  Ame- 
lia Molter,  daughter  of  the  late  Nicholas  Molter, 
of  Providence,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Joseph  Molter  Piva  Ott. 

Throughout  his  business  career  Mr.  Ott  has 
not  known  a real  failure.  In  the  beginning  he 
won  recognition  through  his  own  worth,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  he  has  maintained  a high 
place  on  the  same  foundation.  He  is  open  in  his 
methods,  strictly  honest  and  honorable  in  his  deal- 
ings, helpful  to  the  ambitious  employe,  and  he 
holds  the  unbounded  respect  of  all  men.  In  man- 
ner he  is  quiet,  but  the  vast  amount  of  work  he  is 
capable  of  places  him  among  the  giants  of  his  craft. 
Above  his  desk  hangs  a picture  of  Emperor  Wil- 
liam, and  in  many  characteristics  the  statesman. 
Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  pioneer  silk  manu- 
facturer of  America  are  much  alike. 

GREENE.  (I)  John  Greene,  surgeon,  son 
of  Richard  and  Alary  Hooker  Greene,  was  born 
about  1590  at  Bowridge  Hill,  in  the  parish  of 
Gillingham,  Dorsetshire,  England,  where  his  fa- 
ther, Richard,  grandfather  Richard,  and  great- 
grandfather Robert,  had  lived  for  nearly  100  years 
before  him.  Early  in  life  he  removed  to 
Sarum  (Salisbury),  the  county  town  of  Wilt- 
shire, and  was  there  married  at  St.  Thomas’s 
Church,  Nov.  4,  1619,  to  Joanne  Tattershall, 
and  their  seven  children  were  born  there.  Dr. 
Greene  resided  at  Salisbury,  following  his  pro- 
fession, for  about  sixteen  years.  In  April,  1635, 
with  his  wife  and  six  children,  he  sailed  for 
America  from  Hampton,  England,  in  the  ship 
“James.”  arriving  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  June, 
1635.  He  first  settled  at  Salem,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  associated  with  Roger  Williams,  pur- 
chasing or  building  a house  there,  but  soon  after 
Mr.  Williams’  flight  from  Salem  ( 1636)  he  sold 
it,  and  joining  Williams  at  Providence,  secured 
his  home  lot.  No.  15,  on  Main  street.  Dr. 
Greene  was  one  of  eleven  men  baptized  by 
Roger  Williams,  and  one  of  the  twelve  original 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  on  this 
continent,  organized  at  Providence.  Dr.  Greene 
was  the  first  professional  medical  man  in  Prov- 
idence Plantations.  His  wife,  Joanne,  the 


mother  of  all  of  his  children,  died  soon  after 
his  removal  to  Rhode  Island,  and  he  married 
(second)  Alice  Daniels,  a widow,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Warwick  1642-43.  After  her  death  he 
married  (third),  about  1644,  in  London,  Eng- 
land, Phillippa,  who  came  with  him  to  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  about  1646.  Dr.  Greene  was  a prom- 
inent man  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  Colony, 
and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
associates  through  a long  and  active  political 
life,  holding  office  almost  continually  until  the 
summer  before  his  death.  He  died  in  the  first 
week  of  January,  1659,  and  was  buried  in  Con- 
imicut,  it  is  supposed,  beside  the  body  of  his  first 
wife  in  Warwick. 

(II)  Major  John  Greene,  son^  of  Surgeon 
John,  born  Aug.  15,  1620,  at  Salisbury,  County 
Wilts,  England,  came  to  New  England  with  his 
parents  in  1635,  and  remained  with  them  in 
Providence  until  after  his  father’s  removal  to 
Warwick  in  1643.  De  afterward  settled  on  the 
Occupasuetuxet  farm,  the  fine  estate  inherited 
from  his  father,  which  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family  of  Greene  for  140  years.  Dur- 
ing the  early  settlement  of  Providence,  John 
Greene,  Jr.,  was  associated  with  his  father,  and 
after  their  removal  to  Warwick  he  was  almost 
continuouslv  in  public  affairs.  He  became  a 
large  land  owner  in  his  own  right,  as  well  as 
by  inheritance,  and  was  prominently  active  in 
all  interests  of  town  and  colony.  He  married, 
about  1648,  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Almy, 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  born  in  England-  about 
1627.  Major  Greene  died  Nov.  27,  1708,  and  his 
widow,  Anne,  passed  away  May  6,  1709. 

(HI)  Captain  Peter  Greene,  son  of  Alajor 
John,  born  Feb.  4,  1654,  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried Dec.  16,  1680,  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  2,  1659, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Arnold, 
of  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.  Captain  Greene  inherited 
by  will  from  his  uncle,  Peter  Greene,  the  home- 
stead of  his  grandfather,  Dr.  John  Greene,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Old  Warwick,  near  Conimi- 
cut  Point,  where  he  resided.  Captain  Greene 
was  made  captain  of  the  Train  band  in  1697, 
and  held  responsible  town  offices.  He  was  dep- 
uty from  Warwick,  1684-1690,  and  assistant, 
1692-1698.  He  died  Aug.  12,  1723,  and  his 
widow  June  5,  1728.  Their  children  were:  Pe- 
ter, born  Jan.  20,  1683:  Sarah,  Oct.  27,  1685; 
John,  March  i,  1686-7;  Stephen,  Alarch  19,  1688; 
William,  July  29,  1690;  Elisha,  Feb.  13,  1692; 
and  Barlow,  Dec.  24,  1695. 

(IV)  William  Greene,  son  of  Captain  Peter, 
born  July  29,  1690,  married  (first)  Feb.  14, 
1712-13,  Sarah,  born  April  27,  1689,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  Aledbury,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
and  was  of  old  Warwick.  His  homestead  was 
on  the  old  family  plantation  near  Conimicut 
Point.  Mr.  Greene  was  a Quaker  farmer,  in- 
telligent and  honest,  a modest  man  and  not  so- 
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licitous  for  public  stations.  The  only  office 
which  he  ever  held  was  that  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  when  he  died,  March  17,  1766,  it  was 
in  the  full  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  April,  1763.  Their  children 
were:  James,  born  Sept.  8,  1713;  Elizabeth,  Sept. 
25,  1715;  Sarah,  Sept.  17,  1718;  Alma,  April  22, 
1721;  Stephen,  July  4,  1723;  Mercy,  Oct.  31, 
1725;  Phebe,  Aug.  6,  1728;  and  Freelove,  Feb. 

8,  1734. 

(V)  James  Greene,  son  of  William,  born 

Sept.  8,  1713,  in  Old  Warwick,  married,  June 
15)  1735)  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  Desire, 
daughter  of  Giles  and  Mary  Slocum,  of  that 
town,  and  was  a resident  of  Centreville,  R.  I. 
]\Ir.  Greene  was  an  enterprising  man,  engaged 
in  farming  and  manufacturing.  He  received 
from  his  father  the  mansion  house  in  Old  War- 
wick, and  valuable  lands  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  tide-mill.  In  this  house  he  resided  for 
a number  of  years,  but  when  Revolutionary 
troubles  began.  Old  Warwick  was  much  ex- 
posed to  attacks  from  ruffians,  and  the  house  of 
James  Greene  was  seized  and  converted  into 
barracks,  while  he  was  forced  to  remove  to  his 
farm  in  Centreville.  Mr.  Greene  held  the  office 
of  magistrate  only.  He,  too,  was  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  His  children  were: 
William,  born  Jan.  7,  1738;  Mary,  Jan.  5, 

1739-40;  Sarah,  Aug.  17,  1742;  Giles,  March  25, 
1745;  Elizabeth,  July  15,  1748;  Desire,  Jan.  6, 
1750;  Almy,  May  27,  1752;  James,  in  1754;  Ra- 
chel, Aug.  2,  1759;  and  Agnes. 

(VI)  James  Greene  (2),  son  of  James,  born 
in  1754,  married  (first)  Nov.  17,  1782,  Rebecca, 
born  March  ii,  1763,  daughter  of  Saunders  and 
Mary  (Kinnicut)  Pitman.  She  died  July  7, 
1806,  and  he  married  (second)  Mercy,  daughter 
of  Captain  William  and  Phebe  (Arnold)  Water- 
man, of  Warwick,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1851,  and 
he  died  Oct.  14,  1825. 

Captain  Greene  was  one  of  the  earliest  cot- 
ton manufacturers  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  the 
first  proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Greene  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  at  Centreville,  Warwick, 
the  second  cotton  mill  built  in  this  country.  He 
was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  captain  of  a military  company.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  he  engaged  in  the  expedition  on 
Rhode  Island  against  the  English  forces  there 
encamped.  He  lived  in  the  house  built  by  his 
father  in  Centreville,  one  of  the  first  houses 
built  in  the  village.  Captain  Greene  was  a quiet 
man,  at  all  times  averse  to  pomp  and  parade. 
He  was  not  ambitious  for  public  honors,  and 
was  too  modest  to  receive  more  than  his  merits 
deserved.  He  exhibited  a symmetry  of  purpose 
and  action  that  grew,  and  he  lived  and  died  in 
the  light  of  public  approbation.  His  children, 
all  save  the  youngest  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, were:  William  C.,  born  Oct.  17,  1783; 


Mary  K.,  Oct.  31,  1785;  Almy,  Aug.  25,  1788; 
Eliza,  in  1793;  Abigail  S.,  Oct.  27,  1795;  Joseph 
Warren,  June  14,  1798;  Sarah  Ann,  in  1801 ; James 
C.,  in  1803;  two  that  died  in  infancy;  and  Susan, 
■born  in  1815. 

(VH)  Joseph  Warren  Greene,  son  of  Cap- 
tain James,  born  in  Warwick,  June  14,  1798, 
died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20,  1888.  He  was 
married  June  i,  1826,  by  Rev.  Lemuel  Burge, 
to  Abby  Frances  Shaw,  who  was  born  at  Wick- 
ford,  Feb.  18,  1807,  and  died  July  i,  1836.  To 
them  were  born ; William  Shaw,  born  Sept.  5, 
1827,  died  Dec.  2,  1828;  William  Brenton,  born 
Feb.  4,  1829,  died  Aug.  26,  1835 ; Rebecca  Pit- 
man, born  Nov.  22,  1830,  married  Rev.  Daniel 
Henshaw,  Oct.  16,  i'862 ; James  Anthony,  born 
Jan.  3,  1833;  Elizabeth  Shaw,  April  16, 

1835,  died  June  21,  1843.  He  married  (second) 
Oct.  16,  1845,  Jamaica.  N.  Y.,  Mary  Augusta 
Smith,  who  was  born  Oct.  10,  1816,  in  New 
York  City,  and  died  June  5,  1849,  ”1  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  To  this  marriage  were  born : Joseph 
Warren,  born  Nov.  2,  1846,  married  Oct.  20, 
1874,  Julia  Strong  Sherman,  and  is  an  attorney 
with  residence  at  No.  115  Willow  street,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; and  Mary  Augusta,  born  May  6, 
1849,  married  May,  1872,  Herbert  Governeur 
Ogden,  and  died  Nov.  i,  1902.  Joseph  Warren 
Greene  was  married  (third)  Sept.  24,  1862,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Converse,  to  Elizabeth  C.  iMarland, 
who  was  born  at  Andover,  Mass..  July  25,  1819, 
and  died  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  5,  1896.  Jo- 
seph Warren  Greene  was  educated  at  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy.  He  was  part  owner  of 
the  Greene  mill,  and  succeeded  his  father  as  a 
manufacturer  and  merchant,  but  subsequently 
sold  his  interests  and  engaged  with  his  brothers 
in  manufacturing  jewelry  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Thev  also  had  branch  stores  in  New  York  City 
and  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Greene  had  charge 
of  the  New  York  branch.  In  1885,  upon  the 
reorganization  of  the  Hamilton  Web  Company, 
of  Hamilton,  R.  I.,  he  became  its  president.  He 
was  a member  of  St.  Anne’s  Church,  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 

(VHI)  James  Anthony  Greene,  one  of  the 
foremost  manufacturers  of  Southern  Rhode 
Island,  was  born  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  Jan.  3, 
1833.  April  14,  1857,  he  was  married  at  St. 
Anne’s  Rectoiy  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Cutler,  to  Sarah  Cutler,  born  May  12,  1837, 
in  Avon,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y. ; she  died  July  17, 
1902,  in  Wickford,  R.  I.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  (i)  Frances 
IMarion  was  born  March  12,  1858.  (2)  Walter 

Cutler,  born  Dec.  30,  1859,  died  Oct.  30,  1862. 
(3)  Lawrence  Mills,  born  March  20,  1862,  and 
now  employed  at  the  pension  office,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  married  April  ii,  1888,  Anna  Caro- 
line Carpenter,  and  their  only  child  is  Frances 
Marion,  born  Dec.  3,  1889.  (4)  Joseph  Warren, 
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born  Nov.  6,  1863,  married  Nov.  9,  1893,  at  St. 
Stephen's  Church,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Alice  Hall 
Durfee,  and  they  have  three  children : Sarah 
Cutler  (born  Sept.  7,  1894)  ; Joseph  W.  (May 
31,  1897)  and  Alice  Durfee  (Sept.  26,  1890). 

Mr.  Greene  attended  school  at  Toronto,  Canada, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  the  Academy  at  Wickford, 
and  the  Polytechnic  Institute;  in  1885  he  be- 
came secretary  of  the  Hamilton  Web  Company, 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  the  mill.  (5) 
James  Cullen,  born  Oct.  8,  1865,  married  Alary 
Talbot,  and  has  a dauj^hter.  Alary  Jeannette.  (6) 
Anna  Caroline,  born  Aug",  i,  1867,  died  Dec.  13, 
1868.  (7)  Elizabeth  Brenton,  born  Jan.  18,  1869, 

died  July  23,  1869.  (8)  Frederick  William,  born 
Alarch  21,  1871,  died  Feb.  3,  1876.  (9)  Harriet 

Cutler,  born  Feb.  20,  1873,  died  Feb.  2,  1876. 
(10)  Susan  Cutler,  born  June  3,  1874,  died  Feb. 
13,  1876.  (11)  Charlotte  Aurelia,  born  June  28, 

1878,  married  Oct.  8,  1906,  Eustace  Lowell 
Sumner,  of  Brooklyn,  New  A"ork. 

Air.  Greene  spent  his  early  school  days  in 
Wickford,  R,  I.,  later  attending  private  school 
in  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  and  the  Jamaica  Academy. 
For  a time  he  was  engaged  in  a dry  goods  im- 
porting house  in  New  A^ork,  and  later  in  the 
jewelry  business  with  his  father  in  New  A^ork. 
In  1866  he  came  to  Wickford,  R.  I.,  and  became 
a partner  of  Air.  Syria  Vaughn,  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  warps  and  webbing,  organizing  the 
Hamilton  Web  Company.  In  1885  the  company 
was  reorganized  and  incorporated  with  his 
' father,  Joseph  Warren  Greene,  as  president, 
James  A.  Greene  as  treasurer  and  his  son,  Jo- 
seph W.,  as  secretary.  In  1888  James  A.  Greene 
became  president  of  the  company.  Air.  Greene 
has  been  AA'arden  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  at  Wick- 
ford for  many  years. 

AIOIES  (Central  Falls  family).  Few  names 
for  now  nearly  an  entire  century  have  been 
more  indelibly  stamped  upon  their  communities 
than  that  introducing  this  article.  The  territory  of 
the  city  of  Central  Falls,  like  its  neighbor  Paw- 
tucket, was  originally  a part  of  the  town  of  Prov- 
idence. Fate  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  early 
in  the  eighteenth  the  inhabitants  of  Providence 
Plantations  had  pushed  out  into  the  northern  and 
western  wilderness,  displacing  the  Indian  occu- 
pants, and  making  homes  for  themselves  in  the 
“North  Woods.”  These  sturdy  pioneers  increased 
so  rapidly  that  in  1730  the  “outlands”  were  erected 
into  three  towns,  Smithfield,  Scituate  and  Gloces- 
ter,  which  included  the  present  towns  known  by 
these  names  and  also  Foster,  Burrillville,  North 
Smithfield,  a large  part  of  the  city  of  Woonsocket, 
Lincoln  and  Central  Falls — in  fact  the  entire 
northern  part  of  !he  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  earliest  authentic  record  in  New  England, 
of  the  Moies,  Aloyces  or  Aloyses,  is  that  of  one 
Joseph  Moyces  (or  Aloyses),  whose  name  appears 


among  the  1639  settlers  at  Salisbury.  He  was  a 
“joiner,”  received  land  in  the  “first  division,”  1640 
and  1641;  commoner  and  taxed,  1650  and  1652; 
received  land  in  1654.  His  wife  Hannah  died  in 
1655.  Nicholas  Stanton  of  Ipswich,  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, by  will  proved  Feb.  14,  1649,  bequeathed  to 
Joseph  Aloyce  or  his  wife  living  in  New  England. 
Air.  Moyes  and  his  three  sons  had  lands  assigned 
him  at  Haverhill  in  1649.  authority  assigns 

him  daughters,  Alartha,  Alary  and  perhaps  Han- 
nah. 

It  is  within  the  Rhode  Island  territory  above 
mentioned  that  has  figured  so  long  and  conspicu- 
ously this  Aloies  family.  To  this  section  came, 
along  in  the  middle  twenties  of  the  century  but 
recently  closed,  together  or  in  turn,  two  of  the  sons 
of  John  and  Anna  (Robinson)  Aloies  of  the  old 
Dorchester,  Alass.,  family  of  the  name,  the  im- 
mediate family  of  John  and  Anna  having  later  re- 
sided in  North  Adams  and  Northampton,  Alass. 
Here  at  Central  Falls,  in  this  Commonwealth,  at 
that  early  period  were  but  a few  scattering  houses, 
with  scarcely  no  highway  leading  to  the  locality. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  century  there  stood  on  the 
river  bank,  near  the  dividing  line  between  North 
Providence  and  Smithfield,  an  old  building  said  to 
have  been  erected  about  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
eenth century  in  which  Benjamin  Jenks  operated 
a snuff  mill.  And  most  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity 
originally  belonged  to  members  of  the  Jenks  fam- 
ily. Later  on,  in  1811,  Stephen  Jenks  erected  a 
building  at  Central  Falls  and  used  it  as  a shop 
in  which  to  finish  10,000  muskets  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  which  he  had  a contract  with  the  United 
States  Government.  This  building  was  afterward 
used  as  a machine  shop  and  for  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  yarn,  but  was  burned  in  1829.  On  its 
site,  soon  after,  Lemuel  H.  ^Arnold  and  Palemon 
Walcott  %built  a mill  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton  duck.  A few  years  later,  in  1832, 
Charles  Aloies  and  George  F.  Jenks  purchased 
this  property,  and  the  firm  of  Aloies,  Ingraham  & 
Co.  operated  the  mill  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
thread. 

This  much  for  the  early  history  of  the  city 
of  Central  Falls  and  vicinity,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  activity  of  the  Aloies  family  which  has  con- 
tinued so  long,  and  formed  so  conspicuous  a part 
in  the  subsequent  growth  in  various  ways  of  this 
section.  Reference  is  made  especially  to  the  late 
Hon.  Charles  Aloies  and  his  brother  the  late  Hon. 
Thomas  Aloies,  long  substantial  men  and  useful 
citizens  of  Central  Falls,  the  latter  prominently 
and  officially  identified  with  the  city's  banking  in- 
stitutions and  in  legislation,  etc.,  and  the  former 
as  a manufacturer,  legislator  and  senator,  and 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1841- 
42,  in  manv  ways,  perhaps,  the  peer  of  any  of 
the  many  strong,  forceful  characters  of  his  time 
of  that  locality : and  some  of  their  descendants  are 
still  active  in  the  business  and  social  life  of  Cen- 
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tral  Falls  and  vicinity,  notably  Hon.  Charles  Par- 
menter  Moies,  of  Central  Falls,  who  has  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father,  succeeding 
him  to  several  positions  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity, among  them  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  town 
of  Lincoln,  and  who  has  filled  various  public  posi- 
tions, among  them  having  been  mayor  of  Central 
Falls  and  a representative  of  his  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 

There  follows  something  more  in  detail  of  the 
lives  of  these  men  and  the  family  history. 

Charles  Moies,  son  of  John  and  Anna  Rob- 
inson) Moies,  was  born  Oct.  12,  1809,  in  Dorches- 
ter, Mass.  While  he  was  yet  young  his  parents 
removed  to  the  western  part  of  Massachusetts, 
where  he  remained  until  April,  1826,  when  he 
became  a resident  of  Pawtucket,  and  was  clerk  for 
Barney  Merry.  In  1832  in  company  with  George 
F.  Jenks,  the  father  of  his  first  wife,  he  purchased 
the  duck  mill  estate  in  Central  Falls,  and  the  mill 
was  occupied  by  Moies,  Ingraham  & Co.,  for  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  thread.  In  1839,  with  John 
Moies  and  George  F.  Jenks,  he  built  a woolen 
mill,  part  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  owners, 
and  a portion  of  which  was  rented.  From  1837,  for 
a number  of  years,  Mr.  Moies  was  a partner  with 
the  late  Hon.  James  F.  Simmons  and  Ruel  Rich- 
ards, in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth.  He  had 
been  for  many  vears  and  continued  to  be  until  his 
death,  president  of  the  New  England  Pacific  (now 
National)  Bank,  also  president  of  the  Pawtucket 
Institution  for  Savings.  Both  as  an  individual, 
and  in  his  relations  with  public  financial  institu- 
tions, Mr.  Moies  was  eminently  successful. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Moies,  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  and  the  reputation  of  being  an  able  busi- 
ness man  were  the  results  of  a character  marked 
and  indisputable.  They  were  the  legitimate  con- 
sequences of  honest  and  ample  causes.  The  foun- 
dation was  solid ; it  was  in  his  physical,  mental  and 
moral  constitution ; it  was  never  undermined  by 
the  fashions,  the  follies,  the  speculation  theories 
or  the  new-fangled  practices  of  these  latter  days. 
The  perceptive  faculties  of  Mr.  Moies  were  quick, 
acute,  almost  universally  unerring;  his  industry 
was  indomitable;  that  pursuit  which  he  thought 
worthy  of  entering  upon  he  followed  up  with  un- 
tiring perseverance  ; if  he  was  cautious  in  embark- 
ing upon  an  enterprise,  when  he  had  made  up  his 
mind,  he  permitted  no  ordinary  obstacles  to  inter- 
fere with  his  progress ; very  careful  as  to  what 
obligations  he  assumed  he  never  denied  nor  vio- 
lated a contract ; prudent,  sagacious,  determined 
and  honest,  his  natural  combativeness  was  quite 
sufficient  to  protect  his  own  rights  and  the  rights 
for  which  he  was  responsible,  and  he  had  no  dis- 
position to  trespass  upon  the  rights  of  others.  For 
more  than  the  life  of  a generation  he  had  been 
a trusted,  capable  and  conscientious  arbiter  and 
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referee  in  cases  where  parties  preferred  his  judg- 
ment and  impartiality  to  litigation  in  the  courts. 

But  Mr.  Moies  was  eminently  a citizen.  Al- 
most immediately  upon  taking  up  his  residence  in 
the  town  of  Smithfield,  that  is  to  say,  in  1835  and 
in  1836,  he  was  a member  of  the  school  committee. 
Nor  was  this  with  him  a merely  formal  office  or 
duty.  Within  the  year  just  before  his  death,  in 
speaking  of  the  educational  advantages  enjoyed 
by  the  youth  of  the  present  time,  Mr.  Moies  re- 
ferred to  the  condition  of  things  as  they  were 
when  he  first  interested  himself  in  school  affairs, 
then  related  with  a just  pride  and  public  spirit 
what  he  had  helped  to  do  in  this  behalf ; this  not 
in  an  egotistical  manner,  but  as  showing  how  much 
in  1835  there  was  to  be  done,  and  how  much  Fad 
been  accomplished,  accomplished  because  of  the 
desire  of  the  town  to  do  what  was  requisite  and 
its  willingness  to  be  at  the  necessary  cost..  One 
remark  of  Mr.  Moies,  in  this  connection,  gives  us 
a picture  of  the  man.  His  early  education,  as  de- 
rived from  books,  had  been  limited,  but  he  de- 
clared that  in  matters  of  business,  in  dealing  with 
men  commercially,  he  had  never  felt  the  need  o£ 
any  more  than  he  possessed ; he  had  sometimes  ex- 
perienced an  inability  to  express  his  thoughts  and. 
feelings  satisfactory  to  himself,  or  so  as  to  be  ap- 
preciated by  others.  Herein  we  get  a glimpse  of 
another  man  than  the  sharp,  prompt,  exacting  and 
perfectly  intelligible  negotiator. 

Mr.  Moies  was  a representative  in  the  General 
Assembly,  from  Smithfield,  in  1844  and  1855 ; he 
was  elected  to  the  town  council  in  1856,  and 
served  until  1868,  inclusive;  was  president  of  the 
council  from  i860  to  1868  inclusive,  was  senator 
in  1865  1866.  This  enumeration  by  no  means 

indicates  the  amount  or  the  value  of  the  services 
rendered  the  town  by  Mr.  Moies.  . In  1841,  he 
was  one  of  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  town  in 
convention  assembled,  to  attend  a convention  to 
frame  a new  constitution  for  this  State,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  “with  full  powers'  for  that  pur- 
pose.” In  1842  he  was  again  one  of  the  delegates 
to  a constitutional  convention,  the  constitution  of 
1841  having  been  rejected  by  the  people.  At  the 
town  meeting  in  1858,  Mr.  Moies  presented  “An 
act  regulating  the  financial  'affairs  of  the  town  of 
Smithfield.”  While  the  act  was  rejected,  it  is  no- 
ticeable that  the  town  meeting  ordered  that  there 
should  be  auditors  of  accounts,  and  made  provis- 
ion in  several  respects  for  a more  careful  and  re- 
sponsible financial  administration.  In  1871,  the 
town  having  been  threatened  with  law  suits  in 
consequence  of  the  grading  of  Broad  street,  Mr. 
Moies . was  appointed  one  of  a committee  to  ex- 
amine claims  made  on  that  account.  We  have  not 
yet  arrived  at  an  adequate  conception  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  citizenship  exemplified  by  Mr.  Moies. 
There  was  not,  there  probably  never  will  be,  a 
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more  genuine,  republican,  economical  and  honest 
government  than  the  old  town  of  Smithfield  pre- 
sented when  Charles  Moies  began  his  public  life 
in  it.  The  Town  House  was  not  architecturally 
•beautiful,  but  no  jobs  had  been  perpetrated  within 
its  walls,  nor  was  the  town  in  debt  for  it.  The 
free  holders  were  men  of  substance,  and  they  at- 
tended to  the  affairs  of  the  to\^n.  The  town  coun- 
cil could  not  appoint  a highway  surveyor,  nor 
could  it  pay  the  smallest  bill.  With  Lewis  Dexter, 
Sessions  Mowry,  Martin  Mowry,  (King)  David 
Mowry,  Samuel  Clark,  Joseph  Wilkinson,  Isaac 
Wilkinson,  Bradbury  C.  Hill,  Arnold  Spear, 
'George  C.  Ballou,  and  men  of  that  sort,  the  ques- 
tion was  what  was  best  for  the  town,  and  not  what 
could  be  made  bv  anybody,  or  gained  by  any  dis- 
trict. In  that  company  Mr.  Moies  at  once  took 
high  rank,  and  retained  it  during  the  life  of  the 
town — retained  it  because  of  his  ability,  his  energy, 
his  known  and  felt  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  the 
town.  As  president  of  the  council  during  the' 
years  of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  constant  in  season 
and  out  of  season  in  promoting  enlistments,  and 
in  securing  aid  to  the  families  of  the  soldiers. 

Mr.  Moies  neither  gained  nor  retained  his  in- 
fluence by  any  unworthy  acts ; he  was  as  frank  as 
he  was  forcible  in  the  statement  of  his  views  and 
purposes ; he  never  avoided  debate ; he  had  a sting- 
ing tongue ; he  always  knew  exactly  the  end  he 
aimed  at,  and  disclosed  plainly  the  way  in  which 
he  meant  to  reach  it. 

Upon  the  division  of  the  town,  Mr.  Moies  be- 
came, on  account  of  his  location,  an  inhabitant  of 
the  town  of  Lincoln,  and  was  the  first  president  of 
the  council,  in  1871,  so  continuing  until  1880,  in- 
clusive, maintaining  in  his  new  municipal  relations 
the  same  reputation  and  character  which  had  dis- 
tinguished him  in  the  old,  imposing  upon  the  town 
an  influence  healthy  and  conservative,  which  has 
lasted  for  many  years  and  will  last  for  many  more 
to  come.  In  his  private  life  Mr.  Moies  was  de- 
servedly esteemed,  those  who  knew  him  most  in- 
timatelv  held  him  in  the  highest  estimation.  Fru- 
gal in  his  habits,  he  was  kind  and  hospitable.  In- 
capable of  ostentation,  his  house  was  upon  that 
liberal  scale  to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  in  it 
the  friends,  bound  to  him  by  the  associations  of 
years,  found  a generous  welcome.  The  death  of 
such  a man  is  a public  loss ; to  those  who  were 
accustomed  to  familiar  intercourse  with  him,  and 
those  still  nearer,  it  is  an  irreparable  one. 

i\Ir.  Moies  was  twice  married,  (first)  Oct.  15, 
1834.  to  Clarissa  Gano  Jenks,  daughter  of  George 
F.  lenks,  of  Central  Falls.  She  died  Nov.  29, 
1840.  and  he  married  (second)  Aug.  ii,  1843, 
Boifie  A.  Knight,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  Knight, 
of  Central  Falls.  Three  children,  all  of  whom 
died  in  childhood  or  youth,  were  born  to  the  first 
marriage  and  three  to  the  second,  one  of  whom 
is  still  living.  Airs.  John  C.  AlacAIurray,  of  Wor- 


cester, Alassachusetts.  Air.  Aloies  died  at  his 
home  in  Central  Falls,  Dec.  21,  1880. 

Thoma.s  Moies,  son  of  John  and  Anna,  was 
born  Dec.  24,  1819,  in  the  town  of  Northampton, 
Alass.,  where  the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  was 
passed,  and  where  he  acquired  his  early  book 
training  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  the 
place.  His  brothers  Charles  and  John  having  lo- 
cated in  Rhode  Island,  young  Thomas  in  1835  fol- 
lowed, then  a lad  of  sixteen  years,  and  at  Central 
Falls  he  entered  their  employ  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  thread ; and  later  on,  his  brother  Charles 
having  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth, 
he  worked  with  him  in  that  business  for  some 
seven  years.  From  1846.  to  1850  he  resided  in  the 
town  of  Oxford,  Alass.,  where  he  was  employed  in 
similar  work.  Returning  to  Central  Falls  in  the 
year  last  named  he  was  for  two  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Providence  & Worcester  Railroad 
Company,  as  station  agent  at  Pawtucket.  From 
1852  to  1854  he  was  again  away  from  Central 
Falls,  during  which  period  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  firm  of  Plant  & Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  dealers 
in  seeds  and  agricultural  implements.  He  re- 
turned to  Rhode  Island  and  to  Central  Falls  in 
1854  and  in  1855  was  made  treasurer  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Institution  for  Savings,  sustaining  such  re- 
lations to  it,  with  the  exception  of  about  three 
years,  until  his  death. 

In  1870  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the  Pacific 
National  Bank  and  continued  in  that  relation 
through  the  remainder  of  his  active  business  life. 
On  the  organization  of  the  town  of  Lincoln  in 
1871  Air.  Aloies  was  chosen  town  treasurer  thereof 
and  continued  so  to  serve  the  town  until  the  time 
of  his  decease,  his  mantle  then  falling  upon  his 
son  Charles  P.  Aloies.  He  was  for  many  years 
treasurer  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company,  and  he 
held  many  other  official  trusts  in  the  school  and 
fire  districts  of  the  town  of  which  he  was  a resi- 
dent, having  been  treasurer  of  the  school  district 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  twice  represented  his 
town — Lincoln — in  the  Lower  House  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  in  1880  was  first  elected  to  the 
office  of  State  senator. 

During  the  Civil  war,  for  a period  of  only  a 
little  less  than  a year,  the  term  of  enlistment  of 
the  iith  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  of  which  he 
was  a member.  Air.  Aloies  performed  honorable 
service  to  his  country,  sharing  the  fortunes  of  war 
with  that  command,  holding  the  office  of  first  lieu- 
tenant, serving,  too,  with  his  son,  while  still  an- 
other son  gave  up  his  life  in  his  country’s  defense. 

In  1842  Air.  Aloies  was  married  to  Susan, 
daughter  of  George  and  Cecilia  B.  Seymour,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt. 
John  George  Curien,  who  came  to  this  country 
from  France  with  LaFayette  and  assisted  the 
American  Colonies  in  the  struggle  for  freedom. 
Five  sons  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Aloies,  one 
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of  whom  and  the  eldest,  (i)  Frederick  Seymour, 
served  his  country  gallantly  in  the  Civil  war  in 
Battery  C,  ist  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  and 
fell  at  Chancellorsville  May  3,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  (2)  Charles  P.  (3)  Thomas  C., 
who  was  connected  with  the  William  H.  Haskell 
Company,  of  Pawtucket  for  many  years,  died  at 
Central  Falls  Sept.  30,  1893.  He  married  Eunice 
Edna  Haskell,  daughter  of  William  H.  Haskell, 
and  to  this  union  came  two  children,  Amy  Sey- 
mour and  William  H.  H.  (4)  Herbert  died 
young.  (5)  Herbert  H.  died  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
Dec.  30,  1905.  He  was  South-western  passenger 
agent  of  the  Nickel_  Plate  R.  R.,  with  headquarters 
at  Kansas  City.  He  married  Cora  Barter,  of  Ne- 
vada, Mo.,  and  had  two  children,  Meroe  R.  and 
Thomas. 

Mr.  Moies  died  at  his  home  on  Clay  street. 
Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  Nov.  3,  1886,  and  on  the  oc- 
casion the  Pawtucket  Gazette  and  Chronicle  of 
Dec.  5,  1886,  said  editorially:  “This  [Thomas 
Moies]  name  is  almost  a household  one  in  our 
neighborhood.  The  man  who  bore  it  has  been 
universally  known  by  the  people  of  this  region 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  His  removal  from  the 
midst  of  us  is  a public  loss.  Quiet,  unassuming, 
efficient,  faithful,  were  attributes  of  Thomas  Moies. 
The  very  utterance  of  them  will  oft  recall  the 
memory  of  the  man  now  that  his  work  is  done, 
and  impel  those  who  take  up  his  work  where  he 
laid  it  down,  to  imitate  his  probity.  Though  re- 
siding in  an  adjoining  town  where  responsible 
trusts  were  confided  to  him,  he  was  in  equally 
great  measure  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
city,  save  in  a municipal  sense,  and  in  both  com- 
munities he  is  alike  measured,  esteemed  and 
mourned.  Conservative  yet  progressive,  the  town 
in  which  he  lived  and  died,  owes  much  of  its  ma- 
terial prosperity  to  his  wisdom  and  foresight. 
Well  will  it  be  for  both  communities  if  such  coun- 
sels continue  their  policy.” 

And  on  the  same  occasion  the  Providence 
Journal  said  editorially : “In  the  death  of  Thomas 
IMoies  the  town  of  Idncoln  has  lost  one  of  its  most 
conspicuous  and  estimable  citizens.  Since  the  cre- 
ation of  that  town  by  the  partition  of  old  Smith- 
field,  Mr.  Moies  has  been,  as  we  remember,  con- 
tinuously in  its  service  in  some  official  capacity. 
He  was  for  years  cashier  of  the  bank,  National 
Pacific,  in  Pawtucket.  Conservative  in  his  views, 
simple  in  his  habits,  he  won  and  held  the  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  in  private  or 
in  official  life.  To  him  and  a few  others  who  had 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  Lincoln  in  its  earliest  days 
is  due  in  a great  measure  the  higher  character  of 
the  town  for  its  roads,  its  schools,  its  economy  and 
its  municipal  prosperity.  He  was  as  careful  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  las  of  his  own, 
yet  fully  interested  in  all  real  public  improvements. 
As  a man,  while  he  was  far  from  unsocial,  he 
i found  his  enjoyment  rather  in  his  household  than 


in  the  wider  intercourse  of'  society.  His  exam- 
ple was  one  entitled  to  the  esteem  and  emulation 
of  those  who  are  in  or  are  about  to  enter  upon  the 
business  of  life.  Such  a citizen  as  he  was  aids  in 
the  progress  of  a community,  and  departed,  is  to  be 
held  in  honorable  remembrance.” 

Charles  Parmenter  Moies,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Susan  W.  (Seymour)  Moies,  was  born  March 
24,  1845,  that  part  of  the  town  of  North  Provi- 
dence which  is  now  Pawtucket.  He  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Central  Falls, 
which  later,  in  1864,  after  his  return  from  the 
war,  was  supplemented  with  a business  course  of 
study  at  Scholfield’s  Commercial  College,  Provi- 
dence. From  the  spring  of  1865  until  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  employed  at  Chicago,  111.,  in  the  office 
of  the  freight  department  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton & Quincy  Railroad.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
time  named  returning  to  Central  Falls  he  became 
a clerk  and  assistant  to  his  father  who  was  then 
treasurer  of  the  Pawtucket  Institution  for  Savings, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  father  succeeded  him  to 
the  position  and  still  continues  in  that  relation. 

Early  in  the  Civil  war  young  Moies,  when  a 
lad  of  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  responded  to  his 
country’s  call,  enlisting  in  September,  1862,  as  a 
private  soldier  in  Company  B,  nth  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers,  a regiment  in  which  his  father  was  an 
officer.  He  shared  the  fortunes  of  war  with  his 
command  during  its  term  of  service,  and  returned 
to  his  home  and  books  with  an  honorable  war  rec- 
ord. 

As  stated  Air.  Aloies  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1886,  became  treasurer  of  the  Pawtucket  Insti- 
tution for  Savings,  but  previous  to  this,  and  in 
fact  from  his  very  boyhood,  he  was  and  has  been 
more  or  less  prominent  in  the  afifairs  of  his  town 
and  city.  Back  in  January,  1881,  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Central  Falls  Fire  District,  succeed- 
ing in  the  position  his  uncle,  the  late  Hon.  Charles 
Moies,  who  had  held  the  office  for  twenty-six 
years,  ami  in  this  capacity  he  continued  until 
March,  1895.  when  the  district  was  abolished  by 
the  organization  of  the  city  of  Central  Falls.  In 
May,  1885,  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  con- 
tinues to  hold  that  office.  He  also  succeeded  his 
father  upon  the  latter’s  death  as  treasurer  of  Un- 
ion school  districts  i and  2,  of  Central  Falls,  and 
served  until  Alay,  1892,  when  the  district  school 
system  was  abolished  by  the  adoption  of  the  town 
system  by  the  town  of  Lincoln.  He,  too,  succeeded 
his  father  at  the  latter’s  death  as  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Lincoln,  and  continued  in  office  until  Cen- 
tral Falls  was  set  off  from  that  town  and  made  a 
city,  March  18,  1895,  when  he  was  elected  the  first 
mayor  of  Central  Falls,  his  administration  contin- 
uing until  Jan.  6,  1896. 

Mr.  Aloies’s  political  affiliations  have  been  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  active  and  promi- 
nent in  its  councils.  In  1885  his  fellow  citizens 
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honored  him  in  an  election  to  the  General  Assem- 
hlv  of  Rhode  Island.  He  is  a member  of  Ballou 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  for  two  years  served  as  its 
commander.  He,  too,  is  a member  of  Superior 
Lodge,  No.  35,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows ; of  the  Washington  Lodge,  No.  4,  Knights 
of  Pythias;  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  of  the  Vet- 
eran Fireman's  Association  and  of  the  Pawtucket 
Business  Men’s  Association.  He  attends  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a member. 

On  Dec.  19,  1876,  Mr.  Moies  was  married  to 
Miss  Florence  Damon  Wetherell,  of  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  daughter  of  Zelotes  and  Pamelia 
(Grossman)  Wetherell.  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  son,  Charles  P.  Moies,  Jr.,  born 
March  26,  1884,  who  is  attending  Williams  Col- 
lege, Williamstown,  Massachusetts. 

LAFAYETTE  EDWARDS,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  and  a success- 
ful cotton  yarn  manufacturer  at  Canonchet,  R.  I., 
comes  from  one  of  the  old  families  in  that  section 
of  the  State,  and  one  that,  for  many  years,  has  had 
a prominent  identification  with  the  industrial  life 
of  that  section. 

Phineas  Edwards  and  his  wife  iMary  were  the 
paternal  great-great-grandparents  of  Lafayette  Ed- 
wards, and  had  the  following  children:  Mary, 
born  Jan.  4,  1771,  died  in  1773;  Phineas,  born 
March  18,  1773;  Mary  (2),  born  June  18,  1775; 
Phehe,  horn  Aug.  9,  1777;  Nathan,  l)orn  March 
20,  1780;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  28,  1786;  Eunice,  horn 
March  7,  1789;  and  Putnam  Lewis,  horn  Jan.  6, 
1798. 

Major  Nathan  Edwards,  the  great-grandfather 
of  Lafayette  Edwards,  was  very  active  in  the  mil- 
itary affairs  of  the  village  of  Hopkinton.  On  May 
12,  1806,  he’ was  elected  by  the  Legislature,  ensign 
of  the  1st  Company  Infantry  in  Hopkinton,  being 
elected  captain  May  ii,  1807,  and  June  25,  1810, 
was  elected  second  major  of  the  3d  regiment,  mili- 
tia. He  married  Sarah  Main,  and  their  children 
were:  Thomas  J. : Nathan;  Elias;  Sarah,  who 
married  Clark  Coon ; Mary,  who  married  Daniel 
Babcock  ; George  ; Stanton  ; William  Gibb  ; Phehe, 
who  married  Robert  Main : Phineas  and  Isaac  Coe. 
Major  Nathan  Edwards  lived  about  three  miles 
north  of  Hopkinton  City,  and  there  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  making  hop-poles  and  charcoal. 
He  bought  produce  by  the  wholesale,  and  had  a 
large  trade  with  his  neighbors.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  his  town  nearly  a century 
ago.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a member  of 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Edwards,  son  of  Major  Na- 
than Edwards,  and  grandfather  of  Lafayette  Ed- 
wards, was  born  in  i8ot,  and  died  in  1889.  He  lo- 
cated at  Canonchet,  R.  I.,  soon  after  1820,  and 
there  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  spools  and 
bobbins.  He  served  as  captain  in  the  militia.  He 


was  a prominent  member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Church  and  attended  at  Rockville.  He  had  a 
family  of  ten  children  as  follows : James  R.,  born 
May  22,  1822 ; Harriett  married  Caleb  Burdick, 
and  removed  to  Pennsylvania;  Asa  M.  also  removed 
to  that  State,  and  there  he  died  in  1903 ; Lydia  A. 
married  Benjamin  B.  Kenyon,  and  they  reside  in 
Palmer,  Mass. ; Sarah,  deceased,  married  Hazard 
R.  Gates ; Mary  E.  married  William  H.  Burdick, 
and  they  reside  in  Ashaway,  R.  I. ; Phebe  married 
George  Amos  Langworthy,  also  a resident  of  Ash- 
away; Thomas  R. ; Nathan  P.  is  deceased;  and 
Catherine,  who  married  Henry  C.  Lanphear,  re- 
sides in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

James  R.  Edwards,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  J.  and 
father  of  Lafayette  Edwards,  was  born  in  Hop- 
kinton, R.  I.,  May  22,  1822,  and  was  but  a child 
when  his  parents  settled  at  Canonchet,  where  he 
resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where 
he  died  Sept.  16,  1893.  He  was  married  in  1844 
to  Emeline  Kenyon,  born  April  5,  1827,  daughter 
of  Simon  and  Mary  (Brightman)  Kenyon,  and 
they  had  these  children:  Lafayette;  James  C.,  of 
Shannock  Hill,  R.  I. ; Annie,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Edward  Langworthy ; Mary,  a resident  of 
Westerly,  who  married  George  H.  Langworthy; 
Sarah,  of  Hopkinton  City,  who  married  George 
Kenyon ; George,  of  Canonchet ; Oscar  and  Osmas, 
of  (Tanonchet ; and  Leonard,  deceased.  James  R. 
Edwards  was  a manufacturer,  having  in  early  life 
engaged  in  making  bobbins.  He  later  engaged  in 
the  shoddy  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  five 
years  when,  in  1867,  his  mill  and  the  contents 
thereof  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Without  his  knowl- 
edge some  friends  upon  hearing  of  his  loss  started 
to  raise  funds  for  him  by  subscription,  but  as  soon 
as  Mr.  Edwards  learned  of  this  he  at ’once  put  a 
stop  to  it,  saying  that  he  desired  no  aid  in  that 
way,  and  paid  back  what  had  been  forwarded  to 
him.  His  estimable  wife  joined  with  him  in  this,  say- 
ing that  they  were  young  and  could  work  and  build 
the  mill  unaided.  Being  strictly  honest  and  up- 
right, prosperity  attended  their  united  efforts,  and 
the  mill  was  soon  rebuilt.  In  company  with  his 
son,  Lafayette  (who  had  previously  begun  the  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  yarn),  and  Lafayette  Godfrey,  he 
was  for  some  years  engaged  in  manufacturing,  and 
for  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  he  was  engaged 
in  that  business  as  an  individual.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Republican.  For  many  years  he  was 
a highly  esteemed  member  of  the  Rockville  Sev- 
enth Day  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  was  chor- 
ister, being  an  excellent  singer. 

James  R.  Edwards  was  a man  who  commanded 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  In  business  mat- 
ters his  reliability  was  never  questioned.  He 
reared  an  excellent  familv,  and  his  widow  who  sur- 
vives resides  at  Canonchet,  a venerable  and  esti- 
mable old  lady. 

Lafayette  Edwards  was  born  Aug.  ii,  1846^ 
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at  Canonchet,  R.  I.,  where  his  boyhood  days  were 
spent.  His  opportunities  for  an  education  were  at 
the  Gate  School.  He  was  but  a lad  when  he  began 
to  learn  the  manufacturing  business  in  his  father’s 
mill,  and  can  be  said  to  have  practically  grown  up 
in  the  mill  work.  His  early  and  thorough  training 
has  been  reflected  by  his  success  later  in  life. 
When  but  little  more  than  of  age  in  1867  he  formed 
a partnership  with  Lafayette  Godfrey  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  yarns.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued for  two  years  when  Mr.  Edwards  purchased 
Mr.  Godfrey’s  interest  and  took  his  father  for  a 
partner.  In  1874  Lafayette  Edwards  built  the  ^ew 
Canonchet  stone  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton yarns.  The  partnership  continued  until  1882, 
when  Lafayette  Edwards  bought  Mr.  Wells’  in- 
terest in  the  new  mill  and  sold  his  own  interest  in 
the  old  mill  to  his  father,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  alone  in  business.  In  1903,  Mr.  Edwards 
built  a line  and  twine  walk  about  600  feet  long, 
and  has  since  operated  that  plant  also.  The  indus- 
tries owned  and  operated  by  Mr.  Edwards  repre- 
sent the  main  support  of  the  village  of  Canonchet. 

Mr.  Edwards  began  at  the  bottom  in  his  line  of 
manufacturing,  and  through  his  own  efforts  has 
secured  the  position  he  occupies,  all  of  which  rep- 
resents years  of  hard  work  and  careful  manage- 
ment. His  thorough  knowledge  of  his  business 
and  intense  familiarity  with  every  detail,  no  matter 
how  minute,  enables  him  to  judge  the  work  of  an 
employe,  or  to  perform  the  work  of  any  operative 
when  necessary.  While  giving  his  business  the 
closest  attention  he  has  found  time  to  take  a prom- 
inent part  in  town  affairs,  and  as  one  of  the  stanch 
members  of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  been 
called  upon  by  that  party  to  serve  as  member  of  the 
town  council  a number  of  terms,  and  has  also 
served  as  assessor  of  taxes.  Any  movement  of 
benefit  to  the  town  finds  in  him  a ready  supporter 
just  as  a questionable  project  finds  him  a bitter  op- 
ponent. He  is  a member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Church  and  attends  at  Rockville. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Carrie  Tucker,  daughter  of  John 
Tucker,  of  Carolina,  R.  I.  He  married  (second) 
Dec.  10,  1883,  Mattie  Tucker,  born  May  22,  i860, 
in  Carolina,  R.  I.,  the  sister  of  his  first  wdfe,  and 
he  has  two  children:  Emory  L.,  born  Oct.  i,  1888; 
and  Monna  Corene,  born  April  2,  1899.  In  1893 
Mr.  Edwards  completed  the  home  which  he  has 
since  occupied  at  Canonchet. 

HUNTER  (Newport  and  Middletowm  fami- 
lies). In  and  about  Newport  for  the  last  century 
and  a half  the  name  Hunter  has  been  one  familiar 
to  those  of  that  locality  or  acquainted  with  its  his- 
tory. The  town  had  been  uncommonly  prosperous 
from  about  1750  on  down  to,  through  and  after 
the  Revolution,  and  had  a community  of  merchants 


who  had  accumulated  large  estates  for  the  period. 
Then,  as  now,  Newport  was  a favorite  resort  for 
people  of  wealth  and  leisure.  The  town  had  a 
large  and  aristocratic  element,  such  as  success  al- 
ways engenders,  and  was  an  acknowledged  center 
of  literary  and  aristocratic  taste  and  of  social  and 
mental  refinement.  * The  merchants  of  Newport 
were  noted  for  their  generous  hospitality  and  for 
their  elegant  style  of  living,  and  for  their  magnifi- 
cent entertainments.  Newport,  therefore,  then  pre- 
sented a field  extremely  tempting  for  those  aspiring 
debutantes  for  success  in  the  medical  profession. 
Quite  a number  of  young  physicians,  who  had  en- 
joyed the  instruction  of  the  most  eminent  medical 
men  of  the  period,  from  the  best  schools  of  Europe, 
became  residents  of  Newport  and  earned  the  repu- 
tation here  which  their  accomplishments  deserved. 
Among  those  especially  prominent  was  Dr.  William 
Hunter,  the  ancestor  of  the  distinguished  Hunters 
of  Newport  and  vicinity,  among  whom  have  been 
the  Hon.  William  Hunter,  LL.  D.,  a graduate  of 
Brown  University,  lawyer,  statesman  and  diplomat, 
and  several  of  his  sons  and  grandsons,  men  of 
prominence,  substantial  citizens  of  the  “City  by  the 
Sea.”  It  is  with  Dr.  Hunter  and  some  of  his  pos- 
terity that  this  article  deals. 

Dr.  William  Hunter  was  born  in  1731,  in  Scot- 
land, and  was  educated  in  Edinburgh,  receiving  his 
medical  degree,  it  is  believed,  not  far  from  1752, 
which  year  is  fixed  approximately  as  the  one  of  his 
coming  to  this  country  and  settling  in  Newport. 
Here  he  seems  to  have  ingratiated  himself  rapidly 
into  popular  estimation,  for  he  was  elected  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  Alarch,  1758,  physician  and 
surgeon-general  to  the  Rhode  Island  troops.  He 
served  in  the  unfortunate  campaign  against  the , 
French  in  Canada,  in  General  Abercrombie’s  ex- 
pedition, and  probably  also  in  the  more  propitious 
one  which  succeeded  under  General  Amherst.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Newport 
with  great  success. 

Dr.  Hunter  is  credited  with  having  delivered  the 
first  course  of  lectures  on  a medical  subject — 
“Anatomy” — ever  delivered  on  this  continent,  at 
the  State  House  at  Newport,  1756.  The  tickets  to 
this  course  were  printed  on  the  backs  of  playing 
cards,  one  of  which  is  yet  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants  at  Newport.  A portrait  of  the  Doctor 
has  also  been  preserved. 

On  Sept.  13,  1761,  Dr.  Hunter  was  married  to 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Godfrey  Malbone,  Esq.,  of 
Newport,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  children, 
as  follows:  Eliza,  born  July  20,  1762,  died  at  Paris 
in  1859;  Anne,  born  April  20,  1766,  married  John 
Fancounet,  and  died  in  1859;  William,  born  April 
20,  1768,  died  Nov.  18,  1772;  Katherine,  born  June 
2,  1770,  died  Oct.  i,  1770;  Katherine  (2),  born 
Feb.  28,  1773,  married  Count  de  Portalis,  and  died 
in  i860;  \\'illiam  (2),  born  Nov.  26,  1774.  Dr. 
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Hunter  died  at  his  home  in  Newport  Jan.  30,  1777. 

William  Hunter,  LL.  D.,  son  of  Dr.  William, 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1774,  in  Newport.  R.  I.  He 
was  prepared  for  college  under  the  tuition  of  Robert 
Rogers,  who  was  the  head  pf  a school  of  high  order 
in  Newport.  Subsequently  he  entered  Brown 
University,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1791, 
being  the  Salutatorian  of  his  class.  After  his 
graduation  Mr.  Hunter  went  to  England,  where  for 
a period  he  studied  under  his  second  cousin,  the 
celebrated  Dr.  John  Hunter.  Mr.  Hunter  later 
turned  his  attention  to  the  law,  finding  his  tastes 
were  not  in  the  line  of  medicine.  He  then  fur- 
thered his  studies  under  the  direction  of  eminent 
teachers  in  the  Inner  Temple,  London.  Among 
his  instructors  were  Chitty  and  Arthur  Murphy, 
the  accomplished  translator  of  Tacitus,  whom 
young  Hunter  aided  in  his  scholarly  work.  While 
in  England  Mr.  Hunter  was  often  present  at  the 
debates  in  Parliament,  and  it  was  his  privilege  to 
listen  to  the  eloquence  of  the  Bar  in  the  courts  of 
England,  such  men  being  on  the  stage  of  action 
then  as  Erksine,  Pitt  and  Eox. 

Mr.  Hunter  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
1793,  and  continuing  his  preparatory  studies,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  November,  1795,  when  only 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Making  his  home  at 
Newport,  he  represented  that  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  from  1799  to  1812,  and  was  Speaker  of 
the  House  for  the  session  opening  in  May,  1811. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  chosen  a Senator  of 
the  United  States  from  Rhode  Island  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  C.  G.  Champlin,  who  had  re- 
signed. Mr.  Hunter,  in  1814,  was  chosen  a United 
States  Senator  for  the  full  term  of  six  years.  Dur- 
ing his  service  in  the  Sentate  came  up  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise,  and  the  question  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  Elorida,  and  on  these  subjects,  perhaps, 
his  most  famous  speeches  were  made.  He  took 
high  rank  in  Congress  as  an  orator.  His  speech 
on  the  acquisition  of  Elorida  was  delivered  Eeb. 
2,  1813.  in  secret  session  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  made  on  the  pro])Osition  for 
seizing  and  occupying  the  Province  of  East 
Elorida  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  This 
speech  was  printed  in  Newport,  and  of  it  was  said, 
“It  shows  comprehensive  views  of  the  subject  ex- 
pressed in  a style  unusually  dignified  and  elevated, 
and  contains  passages  of  a high  order  of  elo- 
quence.’’ The  Senator’s  course  in  the  matter  of  the 
Alissouri  Compromise  was  not  satisfactory  to  his 
constituents  and  he  was  not  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  Congress, 
Mr.  Hunter  returned  to  Newport  where  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law.  His  fellow-citizens 
elected  him  a number  of  times  to  the  State  As- 
sembly. Erom  1834  to  1845  he  passed  in  Brazil, 
whither  he  had  gone  in  1834,  in  which  year  he  was 
ajipointed  by  General  Jackson  charge  d’  affaires 


to  that  country.  Subsequently  he  was  elevated 
to  the  position  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  After 
his  term  of  service  in  Brazil,  which  expired  in 
1845,  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  to  his 
home  at  Newport,  where  he  passed  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life. 

Senator  Hunter  had  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  men  of  his  time.  He 
was  of  commanding  figure,  tall  and  graceful,  and 
always  attracted  attention.  As  an  orator  he  is 
said  to  have  had  few  superiors.  There  was  a rare 
depth  of  melody  in  his  voice,  while  his  address  was 
distinct  and  full  of  dignity.  Senator  Hunter,  too, 
was  a fine  linguist,  faiuiliar  with  the  best  classic 
writers  of  antiquity,  and  well-versed  in  the  modern 
languages,  speaking  the  Erench  with  almost  the 
ease  and  correctness  of  a native.  Wit  and  humor 
were  marked  characteristics  in  his  composition. 

Senator  Hunter  was  married  to  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Eranklin)  Robinson, 
of  New  York,  and  eight  children  blessed  this  mar- 
riage. Of  these  two  died  in  infancy.  The  other 
children  were:  (i)  Hon.  William,  born  Nov.  8, 
1805,  in  Newport,  R.  L,  entered  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  but  owing  to  trouble  with  his 
eyes  left  it  in  two  years.  He  then  studied  law 
which  he  practiced  in  New  Orleans  and  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  until  1829,  when  he  accepted  a clerk- 
ship in  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  D. 
C.  He  remained  in  the  government  service  until 
his  death,  July  22,  1886,  when  he  held  the  office 
of  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  to  which 
he  had  been  appointed  in  1866  by  Special  Act  of 
Congress.  His  thorough  familiarity  with  all 
branches  of  our  foreign  relations  rendered  him 
one  of  the  most  efficient  servants  of  the  govern- 
ment either  at  home  or  abroad.  (2)  Eliza  mar- 
ried James  Birckhead,  formerly  of  Baltimore,  but 
later  of  Newport,  R.  I.  (3)  Thomas  R.  is  men- 
tioned in  full  farther  on.  (4)  Mary  R.  married 
Capt.  Edward  Pierce,  of  the  British  Navy.  (5) 
Charles,  born  in  1813,  in  Newport,  R.  L,  entered 
the  United  States  Navy  in  1831,  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant  in  1841,  and  retired  at  his  own  re- 
quest in  1855.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  he  volunteered  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
was  commissioned  Commander,  and  assigned  to  the' 
steamer  “Montgomery,”  of  the  Gulf  Squardon.  In 
1862  while  in  command  of  this  ship  he  chased  a 
British  Blockade  runner  into  Cuban  waters,  and 
fired  on  her.  This  breach  of  neutrality  was  in- 
vestigated, and  Commander  Hunter  was  exoner- 
ated and  placed  on  the  retired  list.  In  1866  by  an 
Act  of  Congress  he  was  made  Captain  on  the  re- 
tired list,  and  he  afterward  resided  at  Newport, 
R.  I.  In  1873,  he  and  his  wife  and  daughter 
were  lost  at  sea  on  their  way  to  Havre.  (6) 
Catherine  married  John  Greenway,  a merchant  then 
in  business  at  Montevideo,  at  which  place  her  death 
occurred. 
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Thomas  Robinson  Hunter  died  at  Newport, 
Sept.  10,  1890,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one 
years  and  eighteen  days ; he  was  born  in  Newport 
Aug.  23,  1809.  His  grandfather,  on  his  father’s 
side,  was  Dr.  William  Hunter,  a Scotch  physician, 
who  came  to  America  in  1752,  and  attained  to  an 
eminent  position  as  a surgeon  in  the  home  of  his 
adoption,  both  in  the  Colonial  Army  and  in  private 
practice.  It  was  in  his  tent,  and  in  his  arms,  that 
the  brave  Uieskan  breathed  his  last.  His  grand- 
mother on  his  father’s  side  was  Deborah  Malbone, 
daughter  of  Godfrey  Alalbone,  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  his  day — a man  with  broad  views,  and 
ready  with  voice  and  hand  to  further  any  measure 
that  promised  to  promote  the  general  good.  His 
father,  William  Hunter,  after  having  served  his 
native  town,  Newport,  in  both  branches  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  as  Senator  in  Congress,  was 
honored  with  an  appointment  as  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiarv  to  Brazil  from  the  United  States — a 
position  lhat  he  filled  with  great  credit  to  himself, 
and  the  satisfaction  of  both  countries.  His  mother 
was  the  beautiful  Mary  Robinson,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Robinson  (“Quaker  Tom,”  as  he  was 
called),  of  New  York,  who  bore  him  a number  of 
children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  the  third.  She 
was  distinguished  for  her  many  accomplishments 
and  devotion  to  her  family. 

Mr.  Hunter  received  his  early  education  at 
Kingston  Academy,  R.  I.,  and  from  there  he  went 
to  Providence  and  entered  college.  Of  the  length 
of  time  that  he  was  at  Kingston  there  is  now  no 
means  of  knowing,  but  it  could  hardly  have  been 
earlier  than  his  fifteenth  year,  for  in  his  youth  he 
had  a record  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Fly 
Market  Theatre  in  Newport,  and  in  his  seventeenth 
year  he  was  pursuing  his  studies  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity. 

While  at  school  in  Newport  the  Fly  Market 
Theater  was  opened  by  Mr.  Hunter  and  his  com- 
panions— a step  to  which  they  had  been  led  by 
witnessing  the  performance  of  some  of  the  leading 
lights  of  the  day,  who  frequently  opened  the  theater 
in  what  is  now  the  City  Hall.  They  secured  a 
“large  upper  room”  in  a building  on  Banisters’ 
Wharf,  and  called  it  The  Fly  Market  Theater. 
With  Mr.  Hunter,  Benjamin  A.  Mumford,  Wil- 
liam Ennis,  Zenas  Hammond  and  others  were  as- 
sociated. Ennis  was  stage  manager  and  Hammond 
was  scene  painter.  It  was  more  than  a boyish 
affair  for  they  drew  good  audiences  to  see  Norval, 
Vizarro  and  like  performances.  Mr.  Hunter  took 
female  parts,  to  which  he  adapted  himself  in  an 
admirable  manner.  As  Elvira  he  was  always  re- 
ceived with  great  applause.  The  theater  was  next 
door  to  Wainwood’s  bakery.  Sallie  Wain  wood  be- 
came so  interested  in  it  she  gave  all  the  time  she 
could  spare  from  the  bakery  to  the  costumes  and 
the  dressing  of  the  boys.  When  the  time  came  she 
would  say,  “Come,  boys,  strip.”  Strip  they  did 


and  placed  themselves  in  Sallie’s  deft  hands,  to  be 
arrayed  as  they  could  not  have  arrayed  themselves. 
Ennis’s  poetical  effusions,  with  their  decided  local 
hits,  were  received  with  applause.  He  was  edu- 
cated for  the  Bar,  and  was  in  practice  in  New- 
port at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Hunter  never 
lost  his  interest  in  such  matters,  but  occasionally 
in  after  years  took  part  in  amateur  theatricals. 

When  the  time  came  for  Mr.  Hunter  to  enter 
college  the  family  removed  to  Providence  and  took 
up  their  residence  there.  He  became  a student  at 
Brown  University,  where  in  1826,  then  but  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  he  secured  the  gold  medal  prize 
for  excellence  in  Declamation,  which  medal  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  eldest  son  William,  who 
treasures  it.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  little  Fly 
Market  had  been  his  training  school.  The  family 
now  returned  to  Newport. 

After  graduating  Mr.  Hunter  traveled  a good 
deal,  but  frequently  returned  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  in  1834  with  other  members  of  the 
family  accompanied  his  father,  who  was  ac-' 
credited  by  the  United  States  as  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  Brazil,  and  was  appointed  Naval 
Agent  for  the  Brazil  Station.  There  they  remained 
until  IMr.  Hunter,  senior,  having  retired  from  his 
mission,  came  back  to  Newport  and  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Not  willing  to  remain  wholly  unemployed,  Mr. 
Flunter  accepted  the  position  of  attache  to  the 
American  Legation  in  Paris  in  1849,  Hon- 

orable William  C.  Rives,  a position  for  which  he 
was  admirably  fitted,  for  he  spoke  French  fluently, 
was  well-read  in  French  literature,  and  his  po- 
sition with  his  father  in  Brazil  had  given  him  a 
training  that  enabled  him  at  once  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  his  appointment.  His  residence  in 
Paris  was  one  of  peculiar  gratification,  for  it  en- 
abled him  to  see  much  of  his  aunt  Eliza,  who  the 
same  year  died  in  Pan,  and  who  showed  in  her 
will  her  warm  regard  for  her  nephew. 

Mr.  Hunter  had  no  fondness  for  public  life, 
but  when  called  upon  in  this  way  readily  responded 
to  the  wishes  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  repre- 
sented Newport  in  the  Legislature,  made  ^n  effi- 
cient vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  and  acted  as 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  for  a brief  interval  in  1853 
until  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Robert  B.  Cranston,  who  had  been  elected  to  that 
office,  could  be  filled.  He  loved  books,  was  a great 
reader,  but  read  with  discrimination ; was  fond  of 
biography  and  was  remarkably  familiar  with 
French  literature — not  reading  for  momentary  en- 
joyment, for  he  could  converse  most  delightfully 
on  all  he  had  made  his  own.  He  was  full  of 
anecdote  and  told  of  his  varied  experiences  abroad, 
particularly  at  Brazil  and  in  France,  in  a way  that 
commanded  the  attention  of  all  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  hearing  him.  Had  he  had  the  energy  to 
take  up  his  pen,  he  might  have  made  its  products 
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most  attractive,  but  in  that  he  was  wanting.  It 
was  altogether  too  much  like  routine  work,  and 
not  half  as  agreeable  as  the  moves  on  the  boards 
by  other  hands.  Nearing  the  fifties  and  still 
wedded  to  a bachelor  life,  no  one  believed  that  he 
would  ever  become  a Benedict.  Perhaps  to  this 
he  would  have  held  had  he  not  met  with  Mrs. 
Fanny  Taylor,  widow  of  the  late  John  Taylor,  of 
New  York,  with  whom  he  became  so  fascinated, 
when  thrown  into  her  society,  that  he  did  no  less 
than  offer  her  the  heart  he  had  so  long  kept  to 
himself.  They  were  married  Nov.  15,  1856,  and  in 
her  he  found  the  companion  he  needed — one  who 
could  appreciate  his  worth  and  make  his  home 
delightful.  For  a time  they  traveled  in  Europe, 
and  on  their  return  settled  down  in  Newport. 
Mrs.  Hunter,  whose  maiden  name  was  Frances 
Wetmore,  was  born  in  Providence,  and  with  her 
five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  sur- 
vives him. 

By  her  marriage  to  the  late  John  Taylor,  of 
i^ew  York,  Mrs.  Frances  Wetmore  Hunter  became 
the  mother  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  outgrew 
infancy,  as  follows : Francis  Wetmore,  who  died 
aged  eighteen  years;  John  J.  Taylor,  who  resides  in 
New  York;  Elizabeth  Cheever,  who  married  Ar- 
thur M.  Mitchell ; Amelia  Mott,  who  died  young ; 
and  Jacob. Taylor,  who  died  in  infancy.  By  her 
marriage  to  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  R.  Hunter  were 
born  the  following:  William  R.  Hunter  resides  in 
Middletown,  R.  L,  and  is  a gentleman  farmer,  the 
owner  of  “Sunny  Fields”  farm,  Mitchell  Lane.  In 
October,  1894,  he  married  Edith  Norman,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  George  H.  Norman.  Eliza- 
beth M’etmore  is  the  wife  of  William  Rogers  Mor- 
gan, of  Newport  and  New  York.  Augusta  Adol- 
phine  Victoria  is  living  at  home.  Mary  Erances 
is  the  wife  of  Shafter  Howard,  of  California. 
Charles  resides  at  home. 

HON.  ELLERY  H.  WILSON  (deceased), 
late  Collector  of  Port  at  Providence,  former  legis- 
lator, Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
noted  Republican  leader,  prominent  business  man, 
etc.,  Ea^t  Providence. 

Born  Sept.  20,  1848,  in  New  Britain,  Conn., 
Ellery  H.  Wilson  was  the  son  of  the  late  George 
Francis  and  Clarissa  (Bartlett)  Wilson,  grandson 
of  Benjamin  Wilson  and  a lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Wilson  of  Scrooby,  England,  who  in  1608 
fled  with  the  Puritans  from  religious  persecution 
and  settled  in  Leyden,  his  son  John  Wilson  coming 
to  America  in  1651.  Erom  this  ancestor  Mr.  El- 
lery H.  Wilson’s  lineage  is  given  in  detail  in  the 
sketch  of  his  father  which  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Ellery  H.  Wilson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  early  in  life  he  made  his  residence  in 
Rumford,  this  State,  where  he  lived  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  left  the  district  school  near  his 


home  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  though  he 
desired  to  go  to  college  he  was  not  permitted  to  do 
so.  However,  he  became  a man  of  broad  infor- 
mation and  a profound  thinker.  In  1883  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  East  Providence.  He  entered  upon  his  po- 
litical career  shortly  before  that  time  and  made 
great  progress.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention  in  1880.  His  first  term  .in 
the  House  of  Representatives  gave  such  satisfac- 
tion to  his  constituents  that  he  was  re-elected  again 
and  again  to  represent  East  Providence  and  con- 
tinued as  a member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the 
State  government  until  the  year  1887.  During 
that  period  Mr.  Wilson  was  appointed  Speaker  of 
the  House  and  served  for  two  terms  from  1885  to 
1887  in  that  important  office.  In  this  position  he 
was  able  to  bring  to  his  aid  his  great  knowledge 
of  parliamentary  law  and  was  the  best  informed 
man  in  Rhode  Island  on  this  subject.  In  1889  Mr. 
Wilson  was  again  sent  to . the  legislature  by  his 
East  Providence  friends,  and  was  continued  there 
through  another  term. 

During  his  term  of  service  in  the  house  he  was 
recognized  as  the  leader  of  the  Republican  party 
there,  and  as  such  wielded  a power  in  the  politi- 
cal arena  that  was  felt  in  all  the  party  movements. 
In  May,  1889,  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the 
board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections  for  six 
years  and  was  a member  of  the  board  of  State 
House  Commissioners.  In  1890  Mr.  Wilson  was 
chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  delegation  to  the 
Republican  convention  and  also  served  on  many 
other  important  commissions,  having  been  an  ac- 
tive and  valued  member  of  the  special  committee 
to  draft  the  liquor  license  law  of  nearly  a decade 
ago.  He  was  a member  of  the  house  committee  on 
the  judiciary  and  took  an  active  part  as  a member 
of  the  commission  on  the  revision  of  the  State  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  returned  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  May,  1889,  and  remained  until 
1895.  In  that  year  he  withdrew  from  State  poli- 
tics and  declined  a re-election  to  the  legislature, 
devoting  his  time  thereafter  for  a period  of  about 
three  years  to  his  personal  business  affairs.  In 
1898  he  was  appointed  collector  of  the  port  of 
Providence  and  assumed  the  duties  of  that  office 
in  October  of  that  year.  He  was  re-appointed  in 
1902. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  the  president  and  treasurer  at 
one  time  of  the  Diamond  Hill  Company,  was  once 
president  of  the  old  Union  Club  (since  disbanded), 
and  was  connected  with  the  Commercial  club  that 
went  out  of  existence  several  years  before  his 
death.  He  also  was  president  of  the  Squantum 
Club,  the  Hope  Club  and  the  Providence  Art  Club, 
besides  being  interested  in  many  smaller  clubs  that 
have  come  up  and  passed  away.  As  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Rumford  Chemical  Works  he  assisted 
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materially  in  the  success  of  the  organization.  He 
had  great  mechanical  ability,  and  besides  being  a 
director  of  the  chemical  works,  he  was  its  me- 
chanical engineer.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
a member  of  the  State  House  Commission,  which 
has  the  care  of  that  building  in  charge  and  was  one 
of  the  commission  that  had  charge  of  its  construc- 
tion. He  was  also  a member  of  the  Board  of  State 
Charities  and  Corrections,  and  a member  of  the 
State  Armory  commission.  He  had  served  as  a 
member  of  the  commission  which  formulated  the 
court  and  practice  act  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  the  year  previous  to  his  death.  He  was 
the  only  layman  on  this  committee  and  drew  many 
of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Rhode  Island  and  one  of  its  leading  citizens.  He 
died  Jan.  29,  1906,  at  his  residence  at  Rumford, 
in  the  town  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.  On  this  oc- 
casion said  the  Providence  Journal  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  Jan.  30th,  editorially : “The  sub- 
stantial services  rendered  the  State  by  the  Hon- 
orable Ellery  H.  Wilson,  to  whom  death  came  with 
little  warning  yesterday,  were  far  greater  than 
those  of  many  men  who  have  obtained  wider  rec- 
ognition and  more  conspicuous  public  honors.  He 
held  some  offices,  to  be  sure,  and  now  and  then 
was  well  to  the  front  in  active  politics.  But  his 
best  work  in  the  public  interest  was  done  in  the 
comparative  obscurity  of  committee  rooms  as  a 
member  of  various  important  commissions  and  in 
the  framing  of  statutes.  Only  the  few  who  had 
the  opportunity  to  observe  his  labors  in  those  quiet 
fields  can  know  fully  how  faithful  and  painstak- 
ing, as  well  as  how  able  he  was  in  the  discharge 
of  such  weighty  responsibilities,  or  how  valuable 
to  the  State  were  the  contributions  he  thus  made 
to  its  permanent  welfare.  Many,  however,  knew 
the  geniality  of  the  man  in  private  life,  his  integ- 
rity in  business  relations  and  the  patient  bravery 
with  which  he  met  vicissitudes.” 

The  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  which 
at  the  time  was  in  session  honored  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  by  creating  a joint  special  committee 
to  attend  his  funeral,  by  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  and  by  adjournment: 

“Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  learns 
with  deep  regret  of  the  death  on  Jan.  29,  1906,  of 
Hon.  Ellery  H.  Wilson  of  East  Providence,  who 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death  a member  of  the  State 
House  Commission,  a member  of  the  Board  of 
State  Charities  and  Corrections,  a member  of  the 
State  Armory  Commission  and  was  for  several 
years  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  the 
town  of  East  Providence,  serving  as  Speaker  from 
1885  to  1887.  His  attainments  as  a legislator  and 
his  many  years’  service  as  a member  of  the  va- 
rious State  boards  evidenced  his  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  State.  His  kindliness  endeared 
him  to  his  friends  and  his  advancement  as  a cit- 


izen of  many  public  matters  contributed  greatly 
to  the  common  good,  and  his  ability  and  fidelity 
have  deserved  well  of  the  State,  and 

“Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven,  two 
members  of  the  Senate,  and  five  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
the  Speaker  thereof,  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
funeral,  to  be  held  Wednesday,  Jan.  31,  at  3 o’clock 
p.  m.,  to  represent  the  General  Assembly,  and 

“Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  and 
is  hereby  directed  to  cause  a copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion to  be  suitably  engrossed  and  forwarded  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased.” 

In  his  private  life  and  public  service,  in  his 
personal,  social  and  political  relations,  in  his  great 
interest  in  the  public  weal,  the  life  of  Blon.  Ellery 

H.  Wilson  was  the  highest  expression  of  good 
citizenship. 

Mr.  Wilson  married  Mary  A.  Lewis,  daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Billings)  Lewis,  and  the 
union  was  blessed  with  three  children : Lewis 
B.,  born  Feb.  17,  1877,  died  Jan.  ii,  1880;  Mary 
Holbrook,  born  Dec.  21,  1879,  niarried  June  6, 
1906,  Austin  Strong,  grandson  of  Mrs.  Robert 
Lewis  Stephenson ; and  Ellery  Lewis,  born  Jan. 

I,  1882,  married  Martha  Dahlgren,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Charles  V.  Dahlgren,  and  granddaughter  of 
Admiral  John  Adolph  Bernard  Dahlgren,  and  they 
had  one  son,  John  Dahlgren  Wilson,  born  May  i, 
1902. 

George  W.  Lewis,  father  of  Mrs.  Wilson,  was 
a man  of  prominence  and  was  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Horseshoe  Company  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee of  Providence,  and  also  a member  of  the 
Legislature. 

WATSON.  The  Watsons  of  the  Narragansett 
country,  whose  early  home  was  on  the  eastern  slope 
of  Tower  Hill,  were  among  the  first  and  largest 
purchasers  of  the  fertile  district  upward  of  200 
years  ago,  and  some  of  those  lands  have  never  gone 
out  of  the  Watson  name.  A prominent  family 
from  the  beginning,  it  has  allied  itself  by  marriage 
to  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  distinguished 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  among  them  the  Heards, 
Robinsons,  Perrys  and  Browns,  who  at  a period 
before  the  Revolution  were  the  largest  land  own- 
ers in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  noted 
for  dispensing  an  elegant  and  princely  hospitality 
and  furnishing  a genial  and  polished  society  when 
the  city  of  Providence  was  yet  but  a small  vil- 
lage. Many  of  the  Narragansett  Watsons,  too, 
have  filled  high  and  honorable  stations  in  life. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  treat  briefly 
•only  of  the  family  of  Rev.  Elisha  Freeman  Watson, 
of  South  Kingstown,  and  of  his  lineage,  whose 
only  son.  Col.  Arthur  Hamilton  M'atson,  is  now 
active  and  prominent  in  the  business  and  social 
life  of  Providence. 
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Rev.  Elisha  Freeman  Watson,  of  South  Kings- 
town, is  descended  from  John  Watson,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  Xarragansett  Watsons,  from  whom 
his  lineage  is  through  John  Watson  (2),  John 
(3),  Elisha  and  Freeman  Perry  Watson.  These 
generations  in  detail  are  as  follows : 

(I)  John  Watson  is  of  record  in  North  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  in  1673.  He  was  on  the  tax  list  of 
1687,  and  in  that  year  served  as  constable.  Later 
he  was  on  the  grand  jury,  was  conservator  of  the 
peace  and  deputy  in  1690.  He  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Dorcas  Gardiner,  and  second  to  Rebecca 
■Gardiner,  daughter  of  George  and  Herodias 

(Long)  Gardiner.  His  death  occurred  in  1728. 
His  children  were:  John,  Samuel,  William,  Fran- 
ces, Ann  and  Herodias. 

(II)  John  Watson  (2),  born  July  22,  1676, 
died  Nov.  8.  1772,  in  the  ninety-seventh  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  the  first  child  born  in  Narragansett 
after  the  Indian  war.  He  was  blest  with  more 
than  an  ordinary  amount  of  good  common  sense, 
and  was  early  employed  in  many  offices,  being  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly,  all  his  duties 
being  performed  with  strict  fidelity  and  integrity. 
His  health  was  ever  excellent,  he  never  having 
been  confined  to  his  bed  until  a few'  days  before  his 
death,  and  he  retained  his  mental  faculties  unim- 
paired to  the  last.  He  had  eight  children,  fifty- 
seven  grandchildren,  forty-five  great-grandchildren 
and  three  great-great-grandchildren,  a large  num- 
ber of  whom  followed  his  remains  to  their  last 
resting  place.  He  was  a loving  husband  and 
father,  a just  magistrate,  a good  neighbor,  a mild 
master  and  a loyal  friend.  ^Ir.  Watson  was  three 
times  wedded.  On  April  8,  1703,  he  married  Han- 
nah Champlin,  daughter  of  Jeffrey  Champlin.  She 
died  Oct.  31,  1720.  On  April  22,  1722,  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Eklred,  widow  of  Samuel  Eldred,  and 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (Thomas)  North- 
rop. She  died  Aug.  22,  1737.  In  September, 
1738,  he  married  Sarah  Mowry,  who  died  March 
12,  1764.  In  a diary  kept  by  his  son  Jeffrey  Wat- 
son, is  a copy  of  the  publishment  of  the  third  mar- 
riage, which  is  a good  illustration  of  the  customs 
of  the  times. 

Kings  County,  September  A.  D.  1738. 

These  are  to  publish  the  banns  of  marriage  between 
John  Watson  and  Sarah  Mowry,  both  of  South  Kingstown, 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  if  any  person  or  persons  can 
show  just  cause  why  these  two  may  not  be  joined  together 
in  matrimony  they  must  make  tlieir  application  as  the  law 
directs,  and  not  to  pull  down  or  deface  this  publication  at 
their  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  in  South  Kingstown, 
this  loth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1738. 

Per  Isaac  Sheldon,  Justice. 

Mr.  Watson’s  children  were  all  born  to  his  first 
and  second  marriages.  They  were : Hannah,  born 
March  i,  1705,  married  (first)  William  Clarke, 
who  died  in  1746,  and  she  married  (second)  David 


Greene;  Ann,  born  -March  27,  1708,  married  Ben- 
jamin Allen,  and  died  in  1771  ; John,  born  March 
13,  1709,  married  Isabel  Sherman,  and  died  April 
26,  1791  ; Jeff'rey,  born  April  3,  1712,  married 
Batbsheba  Smith,  and  died  May  10,  1787;  Elisha, 
born  Sept.  14,  1714,  died  Sept,  ii,  1737;  Dorcas,, 
born  Oct.  25,  1716,  married  Ezekiel  Gardiner,  and 
died  in  1785 ; Amy,  born  Oct.  18,  1719,  married 
John  Lillibridge;  Freelove,  born  in  1723,  married 
John  Champlin;  and  Mary,  born  in  1725.  In  1708, 
after  his  first  marriage,  John  Watson  (2)  bought 
of  William  Gardiner  seventy-five  acres  near  Petta- 
quamscott  Rock,  and  this  land,  with  other  land 
added  to  it,  was  in  the  possession  of  lineal  de- 
scendants until  a few  years  ago  when  Mr.  J.  V. 
B.  Watson  sold  it  to  iMrs.  Carver.  This  was  the 
first  deed  given  since  1708,  as  it  had  been  willed 
from  father  to  eldest  son,  whose  names  for  genera- 
tions had  been  John.  In  the  seventh  generation 
the  eldest  son,  John,  having  died,  the  second  son, 
Joseph,  succeeded  to  the  estate,  and  it  was  his 
son  who  gave  the  deed.  Five  generations  of  W’at- 
.sons  and  eldest  sons  are  buried  on  this  land.  John 
Watson  (2)  became  a large  land  owner,  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  lands  he  gave  to  his  sons  by 
gift  before  he  died. 

(III)  John  Watson  (3),  born  March  13,  1709, 
died  April  26,  1791.  On  June  2,  1736,  he  married 
Isabella  Sherman,  daughter  of  Job  and  Bridget 
(Gardiner)  Sherman..  She  died  May  22,  1753. 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  were  censured  for  allowing  a daugh- 
ter to  marry  out  of  the  Society.  Thomas  Hazard 
preached  his  funeral  sermon  from  the  text  “The 
grace  of  God  has  appeared  to  all  mankind.”  To 
John  and  Isabella  Watson  were  born  children  as 
follows:  John,  born  May  23,  1737,  married  Oct. 
II,  1764,  Desire,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mercy 
(Williams)  Wheeler,  of  Stonington,  Conn.;  Han- 
nah, born  in  September,  1738,  died  Feb.  14,  1757; 
Bridget,  born  Dec.  24,  1741,  married  Abijah  Bab- 
cock, and  died  June  ii,  1768;  Job,  born  Aug.  7, 
1744,  married  Sarah  Howard;  Mercy,  born  Sept. 
3,  1746,  married  Abijah  Babcock;  Elisha,  born 
Aug.  5,  1748,  married  Miriam  Babcock  and  Susan- 
nah Perry;  Isabella,  born  May  7,  1753,  married 
Peleg  Gardiner,  and  died  in  1785 ; Walter,  born 
iMay  7,  1753,  married  Abigail  Hazard. 

(IV)  Elisha  Watson  was  born  Aug.  5,  1748. 
His  first  wife,  Miriam  Babcock,  was  a daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Dorcas  (Brown)  Babcock.  In  1784 
he  married  (second)  Susannah  Perry.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  children:  Mary,  born  April  6,  1775, 
married  John,  son  of  John  and  Desire  Watson ; 
Elisha,  born  Oct.  i,  1776,  married  Ann  Cole; 
Joseph,  born  Aug.  30,  1778,  died  Nov.  17,  1855; 
Asa,  born  May  24,  1780;  George,  born  March  24, 
1782;  and  William,  born  Dec.  26,  1783,  married 
May  Cole.  To  the  second  marriage  the  following 
children  were  born : Freeman  Perry,  born  May  16, 
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1787;  Susannah,  born  March  13,  1789,  married 
George,  son  of  John  Watson,  Jr.;  Elizabeth,  born 
June  13,  1790,  married  Benjamin  Brown;  Miriam, 
born  Oct.  30,  1793,  married  Stephen  Browning. 

(V)  Freeman  Perry  Watson,  born  May  16, 
1787,  married  Dec.  13,  1811,  Phoebe  Watson, 
daughter  of  Job  and  Phoebe  (Weeden)  Watson, 
and  their  children  were;  Job  W.,  born  Feb.  9,  1813, 
died  Feb.  7,  1875 ; Elisha  Freeman,  born  March 
28,  1814;  Freeman  P.,  born  March  i,  1819,  mar- 
ried (first)  Alary  Watson,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Congdon)  Watson,  who  died  June  12,  1890, 
and  (second)  Abby  Hull,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Hull;  and  Phoebe  W.,  born  in  1825,  married  Jan. 
25,  1849,  Stephen  H.  Tefift. 

(VI)  Elisha  Freejnan  Watson  was  born  at 

what  is  known  as  Boston  Neck,  in  the  town  of 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Alarch  28,  1814,  and  he  died 
at  his  home,  ‘‘Matunuck  Brook  Farm”  in  the  same 
town,  Jan.  16,  1900,  aged  eighty-five  years,  nine 
months  and  nineteen  days.  His  early  studies  were 
pursued  under  the  instruction  of  William  H.  Gay- 
nor,  a teacher  of  high  repute  in  those  days.  He 
was  prepared  for  college  at  Amherst,  Alass.,  at 
Bristol,  Pa.,  and  he  taught  school  to  aid  in  paying 
his  expenses  in  college.  Entering  Brown  Univer- 
sity, at  Providence,  R.  L,  in  1837,  grad- 

uated therefrom  in  1840,  and  three  years  later 
received  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  from  that  institution. 
His  life  work  having  been  decided  young  he  began 
the  study  of  theology  at  the  General  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at 
New  York,  and  he  completed  his  studies  under  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Francis  Vinton,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  August,  1843.  For 
three  years  following  Rev.  Watson  was  rector  of 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  Tower  Hill,  and  St.  Matthew’s 
Church,  Jamestown,  both  charges  in  his  native 
State.  Succeeding  this  and  for  upwards  of  three 
years  he  was  rector  of  Christ’s  Church,  at  Lons- 
dale, R.  I.  From  1851  to  i860  he  was  not  in  the 
regular  work  of  the  ministry,  but  was  retired  to  a 
farm  in  South  Kingstown,  where  his  time  was 
given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  i860  he  again 
took  up  his  ministerial  calling,  and  was  the  rector 
of  a church  in  Otis,  Mass.,  and  of  one  at  New  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
in  1861,  the  patriotism  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Watson 
was  manifested  by  his  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment made  by  Gov.  Andrew,  of  Chaplain  of  the 
nth  Mass.  V.  L,  which  became  a part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  for  three  years  and 
more,  with  an  absence  from  his  regiment  of  but 
two  weeks,  he  shared  the  fortunes  of  war.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  a volunteer  chaplain  in  the  7th 
R.  I.  V.  I.,  returning  home  from  the  front  in  the 
fall  of  1864. 

In  the  early  days  Rev.  Watson  affiliated  with 
the  Whig  party,  but  when  the  Republican  party 


was  organized  he  became  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
portersr  During  the  campaign  of  1856  he  spoke 
all  over  Rhode  Island  and  in  Alassachusetts  in  sup- 
port of  Fremont  and  Dayton.  He  never  was  an 
office  seeker  himself,  but  for  some  years  was  su- 
perintendent of  schools  in  South  Kingstown.  The 
reading  of  Clarkson’s  “Abolition  of  the  British 
Slave  Trade”  strongly  impressed  him  with  the  evils 
of  slavery,  and  he  became  one  of  the  early  ardent 
Abolitionists.  He  identified  himself  with  the  first 
temperance  movement  of  the  town,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Society  organized  there  in  1834, 
and  he  had  for  his  motto  “From  the  cradle  to  the 
coffin  a temperance  man.”  He  interested  himself 
in  public  questions,  and  was  thoroughly  posted. 
Education  had  always  interested  him,  and  he  never 
ceased  to  be  a student,  his  declining  years  being 
devoted  to  linguistic  studies. 

• On  Jan.  6,  1843,  Rev.  Watson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Alary  Dockray,  daughter  of  John 
B.  and  Alary  (Peckham)  Dockray,  of  South 
Kingstown,  who  died  Oct.  5,  1904.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  one  son,  Arthur  Hamilton,  born 
Sept.  20,  1849. 

(VH)  Col.  Arthur  Hamilton  Watson, 
born  in  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  Sept.  20,  1849,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  South  Kingstown,  and  prepared 
for  college  at  a private  school  in  Kingstown,  subse- 
quently entering  Brown  University,  whence  he  was 
graduated  in  1870,  Ph.  B.  In  the  year  following 
his  graduation  he  began  a business  career  as  clerk 
in  tlie  boot  and  shoe  house  of  Greene,  Anthony  & 
Co.,  of  Providence.  On  Jan.  i,  1873,  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm,  and  is  now  the  active  man  in  the 
concern.  By  his  close  application  to  this  business, 
and  his  peculiar  fitness  therefor,  possessing  the 
requisite  qualities  for  success,  he  has  become  the 
head  of  the  largest  boot  and  shoe  establishment 
in  Rhode  Island.  He  has  developed  and  enlarged 
it  to  great  proportions,  and  has  branched  out  into 
several  other  enterprises  in  the  management  of 
which  he  has  also  figured,  and  somewhat  conspicu- 
ously, too.  He  became  identified  with  the  Nichol- 
son File  Company  and  was  chosen  its  vice-presi- 
dent. He  was  vice-president  of  the  Narragansett 
Electric  Lighting  Company ; a director  in  the  Globe 
National  Bank,  and  in  the  Union  Railroad  Com- 
pany ; was  a director  of  the  American  National 
Bank  for  fifteen  years,  when  it  was  absorbed  by 
the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Company;  and 
was  president  of  the  Commercial  Bank  until  its 
absorption  by  the  Union  Trust  Company,  of  which 
he  is  a director  at  the  present  time.  He  also  be- 
came connected  with  the  Providence,  Fall  River 
& Newport  Steamboat  Company,  which  he  served 
as  its  president ; this  steamboat  company  includes 
all  lines  on  Narragansett  Bay.  Col.  Watson  was 
chosen  and  he  served  as  vice-president  of  the 
Providence  Board  of  Trade,  and  also  as  vice-presi- 
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dent  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  World’s  Co- 
lumbian Exposition  from  Rhode  Island.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Rhode  Island  Insurance  Company. 
For  three  years  he  was  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff 
of  Governor  Bourn,  thereby  acquiring  the  title  of 
Colonel,  by  »which  he  is  familiarly  known.  As  a 
Republican  Col.  Watson  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  politics.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  Providence  from  the  Second  ward, 
in  1883,  and  served  most  efficiently  in  that  body 
for  a period  of  ten  years,  the  last  three  years  being 
its  president.  He  received  from  his  party  the  unani- 
mous nomination  in  1892  for  mayor  of  Providence, 
but  in  the  election  that  followed  was  defeated  by 
the  Democratic  candidate,  William  K.  Patten,  then 
a candidate  for  re-election.  Following  this  experi- 
ence he  was  chosen  an  alderinan,  and  served  three 
years  as  such,  the  last  two  years  being  president 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  retiring  in  1896.  While 
in  the  common  council  he  was  chairman  of  the  joint 
special  committee  on  the  investigation  of  the  muni- 
cipal court  in  1884.  He  also  served  on  the  joint 
special  committee  on  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence. 

On  Feb.  20,  1873,  Col.  Watson  was  married  to 
]\Iiss  Anna  P.  Sprague,  daughter  of  Col.  Byron 
Sprague,  of  Providence  (a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere)  and  their  children  were : Harriet,  born 
Jan.  25,  1874,  married,  Jan.  3,  1899,  John  Bosworth 
Lewis,  and  has  two  children,  John  B.,  Jr.,  born 
Jan.  29,  1900;  and  Arthur  II.  Watson,  born  May 
18,  1904.  Byron  Sprague,  born  May  26,  1876, 
married,  Oct.  31,  1899,  Isabel  Loomis,  and  has 
two  children,  Isabel  Loomis,  born  Dec.  19,  1903 ; 
and  Annie  Potter  Sprague,  born  Nov.  30,  1905. 
Mary  Dockray,  born  Nov.  20.  1881,  married,  in 
May,  1905,  M.  Freeman  Cocroft.  Annie  Hamilton 
was  born  Dec.  16,  1887.  Mrs.  Watson  died  Feb. 
22,  1904.  She  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was 
a director  in  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 

Byron  Sprague  Watson  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  June,  1897,  and  in  the  pro- 
cession on  his  commencement  day  walked  his 
grandfather.  Rev.  Elisha  Freemarf  Watson,  of  the 
class  of  1840,  and  his  father.  Col.  Arthur  Hamil- 
ton Watson,  of  the  class  of  1870. 

JAMES  CHARLES  POTTER,  organizer  and 
principal  owner  of  the  Potter  & Johnston  Com- 
pany, of  Pawtucket,  and  one  of  the  city’s  promi- 
nent business  men,  has  attained  his  present  influ- 
ential position  as  the  culmination  of  a career  of 
uninterrupted  advancement.  A man  of  unusual 
natural  endowments,  combined  with  a fine  tech- 
nical training,  Mr.  Potter  has  always  displayed  an 
aptitude  for  practical  undertakings  which  has  made 
a success  of  every  enterprise  with  which  he  has 
been  connected.  This  is  perhaps  an  heritage  from 


his  Scotch  ancestors,  as  Mr.  Potter  is  not  only  a 1 
descendant  of  that  race,  but  was  himself  born  in  ! 
Scotland  May  2,  1855. 

James  Potter,  father  of  James  C.,  left  his  na-  i 
tive  Scotland  in  1872  and  coming  to  America,  j 
spent  two  years  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  a first  ! 
class  mechanic  and  also  of  a strong  inventive  turn  j 
of  mind.  In  1874  he  left  Philadelphia,  for  Lowell,  j 
Mass.,  and  was  joined  there  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  ] 
(Johnstone)  Potter,  and  their  son.  The  father 
remained  there  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  passing  j 
away  in  1884.  , 

James  C.  Potter  received  his  earlier  educational  ; 
training  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  then, 
when  old  enough  to  choose  his  path  for  life,  he  : 
entered  the  Mechanics’  Institute  in  Glasgow,  to  ' 
fit  himself  for  an  engineer.  His  preparation  com- 
pleted, he  secured  his  first  position  with  the  firm  of  ; 
H.  J.  H.  King  & Company,  experimental  engi-  i 
neers  of  Glasgow.  After  working  for  tliem  some  ! 
time  as  an  experimental  and  mechanical  engineer,  ■ 
he  left  that  firm  to  enter  the  engineering  depart-  , 
ment  of  the  Anchor  Line  Steamship  Company,  in  • 
Glasgow,  and  from  there  went  to'the  Vale  of  Clyde 
Engineering  Works,  of  Glasgow,  where  he  had  | 
charge  of  one  of  the  departments.  In  1874,  as  ' 
mentioned  previously,  Mr.  Potter  joined  his  father  I 
in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  took  charge  of  the  de-  | 
signing  and  constrvTction  work,  and  later  became  j 
manager  of  the  Whitehead  and  Atherton  Machine  ! 
Company.  This  association  continued  for  thirteen  1 
years. 

In  1887  Mr.  Potter  left  Lowell  for  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  establishing  in  the  latter  city  the  Potter  & 
Atherton  Machine  Company.  When  the  factory 
opened,  twenty  men  were  employed,  but  in  six 
years  there  were  250  names  on  the  payroll.  Six 
years  later,  in  1893,  he  organized  the  Howard  & 
Bullough  American  Machine  Company,  Ltd.,  the 
largest  establishment  in  the  vicinity  of  Pawtucket 
engaged  in  manufacturing  machinery.  The  huge 
factories  are  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  rail- 
road, a short  distance  from  the  east  bank  of  the 
Blackstone  river,  overlooking  the  city  of  Central 
Falls.  About  1,250  men  are  employed,  and 
all  kinds  of  cotton  machinery  are  made. 
Mr.  Potter  was  made  president  of  the  com- 
pany and  continued  to  direct  its  operation  for 
the  first  five  years  of  its  existence,  but  in  1898  he 
sold  out  his  interest,  intending  then  to  retire  from 
active  business.  Six  months  later,  however,  he 
had  returned  to  the  world  of  action  and  established 
the  Potter  & Johnston  Machine  Company,  of  Paw- 
tucket, in  which  company  he  is  the  principal 
owner. 

Mr.  Potter  personally  superintended  the  con- 
struction of  the  plant,  which  is  situated  on  New- 
port avenue,  and  is  thoroughly  equipped  to  the  last 
detail.  The  company  has  a capital  stock  of  $400,- 
000,  and  employs  about  360  hands,  and  is  espe- 
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dally  fitted  for  the  manufadture  of  labor-saving 
machine  tools,  namely,  automatic  chucking  and 
turning  machines,  for  manufacturing  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  all  kinds  of  machinery,  in- 
cluding automobiles,  ordnance  work,  electrical,  ag- 
ricultural and  textile  machinery,  stationary,  marine 
and  locomotive  engines,  sewing  machines,  etc. 
This  plant  is  in  every  respect,  both  inside  and  out, 
one  of  the  most  up-to-date  and  substantially  built 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  machinery  turned  out  is  of  the  highest 
standard,  and  can  be  found  in  operation  in  the 
leading  manufacturing  centers  of  the  world.  Each 
month  a large  number  of  machines  can  be  seen  in 
the  course  of  erection  for  shipment  to  England, 
Scotland,  France,  Italy,  Germany,  Austria,  Swe- 
den, Japan  and  Australia.  This  is  a close  corpora- 
tion. The  officers  are:  James  C.  Potter,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager ; William  Wallace  Pot- 
ter, vice-president ; John  Johnston,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Mr.  Potter  has  always  stood  for  the 
best  kind  of  work  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  brought  more  skilled  mechanics  to  Paw- 
tucket than  any  other  man.  He  inherited  from  his 
father  a marked  genius  for  invention,  and  owns 
today  over  150  of  his  own  patents,  mainly  on  tex- 
tile machinery,  and  machine  tools,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  in  operation. 

In  his  early  life  in  Scotland  Mr.  Potter  be- 
longed to  the  5th  Battalion  of  the  Royal  Rifles,  a 
volunteer  organization.  Since  settling  in  America, 
his  main  interest  outside  of  his  business  matters 
has  been  Masonry,  in  which  he  has  attained  the 
32d  degree.  He  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge,  No. 
10,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Chapter,  No.  4,  R. 
A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  R.  & S.  M. ; 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T. ; Pal- 
estine Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Providence ; and 
the  Rhode  Island  Consistory.  In  politics  Mr.  Pot- 
ter is  a Republican,  and  has  served  several  years 
as  chairman  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners 
for  Pawtucket.  He  is  a prominent  and  honored 
member  of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Associ- 
ation, and  is  anxious  to  promote  the  city’s  progress 
in  every  way  possible.  In  religious  matters  he  in- 
clines towards  Congregationalism,  attending  that 
church.  Personally  Mr.  Potter  is  of  a retiring  dis- 
position, and  democratic  manner,  warm  in  his  at- 
tachment to  friends,  in  whom  he  inspires  loyalty. 
He  is  accessible  and  polite,  but  manifesting  a bit- 
terness towards  any  form  of  sham  and  deceit,  firm 
in  his  stand  for  what  he  considers  right,  he  pos- 
sesses the  courage  of  his  convictions. 

In  1879,  Ja-iiies  C.  Potter  and  Miss  Charlotte 
Holland  were  united  in  marriage  in  Baltimore. 
Six  children  have  been  the  issue  of  this  union,  the 
four  oldest  born  in  Lowell,  viz.:  William  Wallace; 
Clara;  Charlotte  and  Elizabeth  (twins);  James,  a 
student  at  Trinity  College,  Glen  Almond,  Perthshire, 
Scotland ; and  Mary,  born  in  Pawtucket. 


REYNOLDS.  The  five  sons  of  Captain  Ste- 
phen Boyer  Reynolds — Charles  Boyer,  Stephen  Eu- 
gene, Thomas  A.,  Joseph  Gardiner  and  Benjamin 
G. — are  descendants  from  two  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Rhode  Island,  the  Reynolds  and  the  Gardiner. 
Their  descent  from  William  Reynolds  is  •through 
James,  Francis,  Peter,  John,  William,  William  Job, 
and  Captain  Stephen  Boyer. 

William  Job  Reynolds,  son  of  William  and  Es- 
ther (Reynolds)  Reynolds,  was  born  March  12, 
1791,  a representative  of  the  seventh  generation  of 
the  family  on  American  soil;  he  died  July  14,  1833. 
His  wife  Alary  was  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Davis. 
To  their  marriage  were  born:  Stephen  Boyer; 
James  Wyners ; Hannah  Wyners,  who  married 
David  Hunt;  Benjamin  Davis;  Susan  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Ezekiel  Gardiner ; Dolly  Davis,  who  married 
Dr.  Gardiner  Phillips;  and  William  Job,  who  re- 
sides in  Providence. 

Stephen  Boyer  Reynolds,  son  of  William  Job, 
was  born  in  Wickford,  R.  L,  Nov.  26,  1811,  and 
there  resided  all  his  life.  After  the  customary 
period  at  school  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
but  this  was  abandoned  at  an  early  day,  owing  to 
his  inclinations  leading  to  the  more  perilous  and 
exciting  life  of  a sailor.  His  first  experiences  were 
those  of  a common  sailor,  from  which  status  he 
rose  to  the  command  of  a schooner,  and  finally  to 
the  principal  ownership  and  captaincy  of  a vessel, 
“The  Planter,”  engaged  in  trade  with  the  West  In- 
dies, and  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Alexico.  Captain 
Reynolds,  finally  tiring  of  his  wandering  life,  which 
necessitated  long  absences  from  home,  enjoyed 
several  years  of  leisure,  and  then,  in  1856,  became 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Wick- 
ford Savings  Bank,  and  was  ten  years  later  elected 
to  the  position  of  treasurer  thereof,  holding  that 
office  until  1887,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Joseph  G.  Reynolds.  He  was  also  a director 
of  the  Wickford  National  Bank.  Captain  Rey- 
nolds was  always  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Wickford,  and  was  a willing  promoter  of  the  vari- 
ous projects  that  added  to  its  growth  and  prosper- 
ity. Formerly  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  he 
never  participated  in  the  struggle  for  office,  nor 
was  he  ambitious  for  public  distinction.  In  religion 
his  sympathies  were  with  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a liberal  supporter.  • 

On  Aug.  7,  1843,  Captain  Reynolds  married 
Harriet  C.  Gardiner,  born  March  ii,  1815,  daugh- 
ter of  Beriah  Gardiner,  and  these  children  were 
born  to  this  union : Charles  Boyer,  horn  Alay  5, 
1844;  Stephen  Eugene,  born  Alay  i,  1846;  Thomas 
A.,  a resident  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  who  married 
Alary  Louise  Syms,  and  died  in  December,  1905, 
the  father  of  two  children,  Harriet  and  Alamie 
Louise;  Joseph  Gardiner;  and  Benjamin  G.,  a resi- 
dent of  West  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  who  married  Ella 
AIcGeorge. 

Charles  Boyer  Reynolds  was  born  Alay  5,  1844, 
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in  the  house  in  which  he  now  resides  in  Wickford, 
R.  I.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  the  Connec- 
ticut Literary  Institute  at  Suffield,  and  Eastman’s 
Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He  was 
cashier  for  Smith  Brothers,  confectioners  on  Mar- 
ket stroet,  Poughkeepsie,  for  a year,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1863  went  to  New  York  City,  as  book- 
keeper for  the  furniture  and  drapery  house  of 
Phelps,  Jewett  & Co.,  and  with  this  firm  remained 
for  over  thirty  years.  In  1893  he  returned  to  his 
birthplace  in  Wickford,  and  has  since  become  di- 
rector and  vice-president  of  the  Wickford  National 
Bank ; trustee,  vice-president  and  president  of  the 
M’ickford  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  on  Broome  street.  New 
York,  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  later  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  West  Hoboken,  N.  J., 
being  deacon  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  nearly  twenty-five  years.  He  is  now 
deacon  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  at  Wickford, 
Rhode  Island. 

On  May  2,  1868,  Air.  Reynolds  married,  at 
West  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Miss  Emily  Wetstein,  and 
the  following  children  were ' born  to  this  union : 
Charles  Stephen,  born  June  18,  1869,  married  Nel- 
lie E.  Brooks;  John  W.,  June  23,  1871,  is  deceased; 
Eugene  Beriah,  July  6,  1875,  is  deceased;  Emily 
Hope  was  born  in  August,  1877;  James  E.,  born 
Oct.  30,  1879,  married  Harriet  Sanford  Pierce;  and 
Frances  Osborn,  born  in  February,  1882,  is  de- 
ceased. Deacon  Reynolds  is  a 32d  degree  Alason, 
a Shriller,  and  a life  member  of  the  Y.  AI.  C.  A., 
in  New  York  City,  having  joined  the  latter  organiz- 
ation in  1865. 

Joseph  Gardiner  Reynolds  was  born  on  the 
homestead  of  his  grandfather,  William  Job  Rey- 
nolds, in  Wickford,  July  12,  1853.'  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Wickford,  the 
celebrated  Friends  School  of  Providence,  and  Bry- 
ant & Stratton’s  Business  College.  For  four  years 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  with  J.  W.  Richardson 
& Co.,  manufacturers  of  emblems  in  Providence, 
R.  L,  and  in  1873  went  to  New  York  as  a salesman 
for  Vogel  & Reynolds,  dealers  in  glass  goods.  In 
1874  he  located  in  Providence  to  work  for  Wil- 
liam Lee  Reynolds,  a stone  and  pearl  setter,  and 
subsequently  engaged  in  the  same  business  for  him- 
self, under  the^firm  name  of  Reynolds  & Devereux, 
at  No.  5 Richardson  street.  Providence.  After  four 
years  his  partner  died,  and  Air.  Reynolds  became 
connected  with  O.  C.  Devereux  & Co.,  until  1885, 
when,  on  account  of  his  father’s  illness,  he  re- 
turned to  Wickford,  and  became  secretary  of  the 
bank.  In  1887  he  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the 
Wickford  Savings  Bank. 

On  Jan.  i,  1879,  Air.  Reynolds  married  Rebecca 
Granger,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  Tillinghast,  of 
Providence,  and  children  as  follows  blessed  this 
union : Alarion  Tillinghast,  Stephen  Boyer  2d, 
Joseph  G.,  Jr.,  Bessie  Tillinghast  (died  Feb.  16, 
1906),  and  Howard  Elliott  (died  in  infancy).  Air. 


Reynolds  is  prominent  in  Alasonic  circles,  and  isj 
a member  of  Washington  Lodge,  of  which  he  was| 
master;  Newport  Chapter;  Washington  Command-; 
ery ; and  Palestine  Temple,  Alystic  Shrine.  Hej 
is  Past  Noble  Grand  of  Beacon  Lodge,  No.  38,  I.l 
O.  O.  F.,  Regent  of  Narragansett  Council  of  Royal! 
Arcanum  and  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Council.  He| 
is  a member  and  clerk  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
treasurer  and  secretary  of  Elm  Grove  cemetery, 
treasurer  of  Wickford  Fire  Corporation,  and  ex- 
ecutor of  the  will  of  C.  Allen  Chadsey,  giving  $10,-! 
000  for  the  library,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Library; 
board.  Air.  Reynolds  is  also  a member  of  the ' 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  ' 

Stephen  Eugene  Reynolds  was  born  in  Wick- 
ford, R.  I.,  Alay  i,  1846.  He  was  educated  in  the  , 
public  schools  of  Wickford,  Friends’  school  in 
Providence,  and  Eastman’s  Business  College,  of . 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  For  a time  he  was  on  the  I 
ferry-boat  “Doughty,”  and  for  three  years  was  ; 
with  Phelps,  Jewett  & Co.,  of  New  York,  later  ■ 
engaging  in  the  stationery  business  in  Providence 
for  nine  years.  Under  the  firm  name  of  Reynolds  ’ 
& Alerriam  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  paper 
business  in  New  York,  and  after  selling  out  to  his 
partner  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and  engaged  in  | 
finishing  worsteds  for  some  years,  building  the  mill  j 
at  Sand  Hill,  R.  I.  He  has  been  active  in  the  affairs  | 
of  his  native  town,  serving  as  a member  of  the  town 
council,  tax  collector,  truant  officer  and  deputy 
town  clerk.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  Aug.  4,  1868,  Stephen  Eugene  Rey- 

nolds and  Ella  M.  Reynolds  were  united  in  ■ 
marriage,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Albert  S. 
Reynolds,  a sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  else-  , 
where  in  this  work.  Two  children  were  born  to  | 
this  union:  Albert  Stephen,  born  June  20,  1869,  ; 
died  Aug.  31,  1869;  and  George  Albert,  born  June  j 
22,  1871,  died  the  following  month.  ■ 

WALL  (Providence  family).  The  name  Wall  1 
is  an  ancient  one  in  New  England.  One  James  ^ 
Wall,  a carpenter  of  Portsmouth,  1631,  was  sent  j 
over  by  Alason,  the  patentee,  and,  says  Farmer,  he  1 
was  a witness  to  the  true  deed  to  Wheelwright  j 
from  the  Indians  in  April,  1638.  Then  a John  Wall 
who,  it  is  said,  came  in  1630,  was  of  Exeter  in  1639,  j 
and  Portsmouth  1640.  And  here  in  Rhode  Island 
the  name  is  of  vital  record  early  in  the  eighteenth  ! 
century.  While  the  name  has  not  been  a common  : 
one,  or  the  family  a numerous  one,  fragmentary  j 
town  records  show  its  existence  in  a number  of  the  j 
towns  of  the  State  and  its  continuance  from  the 
period  cited.  ! 

The  records  show,  too,  the  family  took  part  in 
the  Revolution,  'the  names  of  Lieutenant  Daniel, 
John,  Thomas  and  William  Wall  all  being  borne  on 
the  rolls  of  the  soldiery  of  that  period.  Here  at 
Providence  and  vicinity  has  lived  for  several  genera- 
tions a branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Walls — some 
of  the  posterity  of  Samuel  Wall  of  Coventry,  mem- 
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bers  of  which  have  been  especially  prominent  and 
successful  in  the  banking  business  of  the  city,  and 
as  well  in  the  important  industry,  jewelry  manufac- 
turing, for  which  Providence  has  been  so  noted  for 
a century  and  more.  Reference  is  especially  made 
to  the  late  Ashbel  Wall  of  the  banking  and  brok- 
erage firm  of  A.  Wall  & Son;  to  his  son  the  late 
Beriah  Wall  of  that  same  firm,  who  was  long  one 
of  the  substantial  men,  prominent  in  both  social 
and  business  life,  of  Providence ; and  to  the  present 
Ashbel  Tingley  Wall,  son  of  Beriah,  and  now  the 
head  of  the  extensive  house  of  A.  T.  Wall  Com- 
pany, gold  and  silver  platers  and  manufacturing 
jewelers. 

There  is  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  a record  of  the  fam- 
ily of  William  and  Susanna  Wall,  or  at  least  a part 
of  it,  the  children  given  then  being:  John,  born 
Feb.  17,  1723-24;  and  Ebenezer,  Nov.  13,  1726. 
Then  at  Newport  is  a record  of  the  following  chil- 
dren assigned  to  William  Wall:  Daniel,  born  Aug. 
I,  1731;  Sarah,  Aug.  8,  1736;  Samuel,  Dec.  18, 
1738;  Susanna,  March  15,  1740-41 ; and  Mary,  Oct. 
26,  1743. 

A William  W'all,  it  would  seem,  was  married  in 
East  Greenwich,  as  his  marriage  is  of  record  there 
as  occurring  July  22,  1742,  to  Hannah  Cooke,  and 
their  family  as  of  town  record  there  were : Wil- 
liam, born  Oct.  10,  1743;  Lydia,  Feb.  10,  1745; 
Hannah,  Dec.  5,  1748;  Dyer,  Jan.  27,  1751;  Sarah, 
July  25,  1753;  Patience,  Jan.  21,  1757;  Samuel, 
Oct.  7,  1760;  Job,  April  10,  1762;  and  Polly,  Jan. 
4,  1765-  . 

And  in  the  nearby  town  of  North  Kingstown 
contemporaneous  with  the  family  of  the  William 
M'all  just  alluded  to,  is  a record  of  the  family  of 
Henry  and  Hannah  (Gould)  Wall,  their  mar- 
riage having  ocurred  in  1742,  which  names  chil- 
dren, Susanna,  Jeremiah,  Wait,  William,  Henry, 
Hannah  and  Daniel. 

William  Wall,  of  East  Greenwich,  was  admit- 
ted a freeman  of  the  Colony  in  March,  1742 ; Henry 
Wall,  of  North  Kingstown,  in  1743;  John  Wall,  of 
East  Greenwich,  in  1746;  and  Samuel  Wall,  of 
Providence,  in  1760. 

The  early  home  of  the  Providence  family  of 
Walls  especially  alluded  to — some  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Samuel — was  in  Kent  county.  This  Samuel 
Wall  was  living  in  the  town  of  Coventry  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage  of  his  son,  Beriah  Wall,  in 
1801,  to  Sarah  Comstock,  who  was  a descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  William  Comstock,  an 
early  settler  of  Wethersfield  and  New  London,  of 
the  latter  point  as  early  as  1641,  from  whom  her 
lineage  is  through  Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  John, 
Jonathan  and  Jonathan  Comstock  (2),  the  latter 
her  father — a family  long  prominent  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  children  born  to  Beriah  and  Sarah 
(Comstock)  Wall  and  of  Coventry  town  record 
were:  Samuel  C.,  born  July  18,  1802;  Ashbel, 
Nov.  22,  1804;  Eliza.  April  19,  1807;  George  T., 
April  14,  1810  ; and  Cynthia,  June  24,  1812. 


Of  these  children  just  named  Ashbel  Wall,  born 
Nov.  22,  1804,  married  Mary  Manchester  Briggs. 
Mr.  Wall  became  a prominent  business  man  of  the 
City  of  Providence,  being  for  years  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  banking  house  of  A.  Wall  & Son.  He 
died  Jan.  23,  1877,  aged  seventy-two  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  the  town  of 
Coventry,  R.  1.,  Aug.  20,  1896,  aged  eighty-six 
years. 

Beriah  Wall,  son  of  Ashbel  and  IMary  M. 
(Briggs)  Wall,  was  born  Nov.  i,  1827,  in  Cov- 
entry, R.  I.,  and  received  his  early  training  and  edu- 
cation at  that  place,  furthering  the  latter  at  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy.  After  leaving  school  he  fol- 
lowed various  pursuits  until  1859,  when  he  dis- 
covered that  for  which  his  genius  was  best  adapted 
— banking  and  brokerage.  Under  the  name  of  A. 
Wall  & Son  he  carried  on  one  of  the  most  extensive 
banking  interests  of  the  city  at  that  time,  and  be- 
came well  known  for  his  successful  financial  trans- 
actions. As  stated  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
Mr.  Ashbel  Wall,  some  years  after  the  Civil  war, 
retired  from  business,  but  the  son  continued  to 
conduct  't  under  the  firm  name  at  the  late  location 
of  the  Westminster  Bank  till  1878. 

Mr.  Wall  for  many  years  was  a member  and 
officer  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  and  al- 
though he  retired  from  active  business  in  1878,  he 
had  been  a familiar  figure  at  the  Board  of  Trade 
Building.  Throughout  his  business  career,  during 
which  he  was  often  appealed  to  for  advice  in  busi- 
ness matters,  he  bore  a most  enviable  reputation  for 
unimpeachable  business  integrity. 

Mr.  Wall  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Squantum  Association,  also  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Club.  After  his  retirement,  as  a 
means  of  diversion,  he  made  a careful  study  of  val- 
uable paintings,  of  which  he  had  one  of  the  finest 
collections  in  the  State.  Two  noteworthy  aggrega- 
tions of  pictures  resulted,  due  to  his  painstaking 
study  and  inborn  appreciation  of  good  art  work. 
The  masterpieces  of  these  collections  have  been  sev- 
eral times  in  public  view,  notably  at  St.  Botolph 
Club,  and  at  the  New  England  Si.  and  M.  Insti- 
tute Fair,  both  in  the  year  1883.  Mr.  Wall’s  posi- 
tion, influence  and  geniality  caused  him  to  have  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Wall  married  Lucretia  Holloway  Cole,  and 
became  the  father  of  two  sons:  George  Augustus 
and  Ashbel  Tingley.  Mr.  Wall  died  at  his  home 
on  Chestnut  street.  Providence,  R.  I.,  April  6, 
1900. 

George  Augustus  Wall,  son  of  Beriah  and 
Lucretia  H.  (Cole)  Wall,  is  connected  with  the  Na- 
tional Fire  Appliance  Company  in  Boston,  Mass. 
He  married  (first)  Ada  Warren  Anthony,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  a son,  Beriah  Anthony.  He 
married  (second)  Lillian  Phillips,  who  has  borne 
him  two  children,  Elsa  and  George  A.,  Jr. 

Ashcel  Tingley  Wall,  son  of  Beriah  and 
Lucretia  H.  (Cole)  Wall,  is  one  of  the  leading 
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manufacturers  of  Providence,  the  head  of  the  ex- 
tensive house  of  A.  T.  Wall  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  tubing,  vrire  and  sheet  metal,  gold  and  sil- 
ver plate.  He  was  born  and  educated  in  Provi- 
dence, graduating  from  Brown  University  in  1885, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  During  his  college  days 
he  was  a member  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fra- 
ternity. In  July,  1886,  he  formed  the  business 
house  of  A.  T.  W'all  & Co.,  his  brother  George  A., 
being  his  partner  from  that  time  until  1897,  when 
the  business  was  incorporated. 

On  Oct.  20,  1886,  Mr.  Wall  was  married  to 
Lucy  Coolidge  Lincoln,  daughter  of  George  H. 
Lincoln,  mentioned  in  full  elsewhere,  and  to  this 
union  have  come  three  children,  namely : Helen 
Lincoln,  lx)rn  Feb.  28,  1888;  Constance  Cole,  Dec. 
28,  1890;  and  Ashbel  Tingley,  Jr.,  Feb.  2,  1892. 
Mr.  Wall  is  a member  of  the  Hope  Club. 

EDWIN  JAMIES  PEIRCE,  Jr.,  general  man- 
ager for  the  Taft  Peirce  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Woonsocket,  was  born  in  Providence  Jan.  25, 
1852. 

The  Peirce  families  of  the  United  States  are 
and  have  long  been  very  numerous.  Early  in  the 
settlement  of  New  England  came  representatives 
from  England,  most  of  them  not  related,  so  far 
as  now  known.  Among  these  were  Abraham,  of 
Plymouth,  1623,  one  of  the  original  purchasers 
of  Bridgewater  in  1645 1 Daniel,  of  Newbury, 
blacksmith,  who  came  from  Ipswich,  County  of 
Suffolk,  in  1634,  aged  twenty-three  years ; John, 
of  Dorchester,  mariner  from  Stepney,  Middlesex, 
before  1631  ; another  John,  of  Dorchester  and  Bos- 
ton; John,  of  \\'atertown,  1638;  Capt.  Michael,  of 
Hingham  and  Scituate  ; Richard, . of  Portsmouth, 
R.'  I.;  Robert,  of  Dorchester;  Thomas,  of  Charles- 
town, admitted  to  the  church  there  in  1634;  Wil- 
liam, of  Boston,  distinguished  shipmaster,  killed 
at  Providence  in  the  Bahamas,  July  13,  1641. 

The  name  is  variously  spelled,  Pearce,  Peirce 
and  Pierce  being  the  most  common  forms.  It  is 
probable  the  name  \vas  Percy  in  its  earliest  Eng- 
lish form  and  perhaps  yet  earlier  was  Peter.  No 
less  than  seven  family  histories  and  genealogies 
devoted  to  recording  the  previously  named  set- 
tlers and  their  descendants  have  been  published  in 
this  country.  The  most  familiar  pronunciations 
nowadays  are  that  used  in  the  verb  “to  pierce,” 
and  “perce”  (or  purse),  for  at  least  several  gener- 
ations used  by  the  family  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

Thomas  Peirce,  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  came  from  England  in 
1633-34,  with  wife  Elizabeth,  and  settled  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.  He  was  born  in  England 
about  1583  and  died  Oct.  7,  1666.  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  was  born  about  1595.  Both  were  admitted 
to  the  Charlestown  Church  in  1634-35.  and  he 
was  freeman  May  6,  1635.  The  inventory  of  his 
estate  shows  that  his  house  and  lands  were  then 


of  the  value  of  i4i3.  His  will  was  executed  at  i 
Cambridge  Nov.  7,  1665,  at  the  house  of  Thomas  | 
Danforth,  treasurer  of  Harvard  College  from  1650 
to  1658,  and  Peirce  therein  made  a small  bequest  j 
to  that  institution.  He  had  eight  children,  of  j 
whom  the  third  was  ' 

Thomas  Peirce,  Jr.,  often  styled  Sergt.  Thomas-  I 
Peirce,  born  about  1608,  died  Nov.  6,  1683.  He  ■ 
married  May  6,  1635,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rhys  ! 
(or  Rice)  Cole,  and  she  died  March  5,  1688.  He 
was  admitted  into  the  Charlestown  Church  Feb. 
21,  1634;  was  in  Woburn  as  early  as  1643;  was 
taxed  there  in  1645 ! was  a selectman  of  Woburn  ' 
in  1660,  and  repeatedly  afterward  of  the  committee  I 
for  dividing  the  common  lands  in  that  town ; was  ' 
one  of  “the  right  proprietors”  chosen  March  28, 
1667,  and  also  of  the  General  Court’s  committee 
appointed  for  the  same  purpose  in  1668.  His  in-  | 
ventory  showed  property  valued  at  £440.  Frank-  | 
lin  Pierce,  fourteenth  president  of  the  United  j 
States,  was  a descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  of  1 
this  Sergt.  Thomas  Peirce.  Thomas 'appears  to 
have  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  third  was  | 
Thomas  Peirce  (3),  born  June  21,  1645,  ' 

ried  (first)  Eliza  , and  (second)  on  March  : 

24,  1680,  Rachel  Bacon.  His  residence  was  at  j 
Woburn,  and  by  occupation  he  was  a husbandman  | 
or  farmer.  He  left  a will,  dated  Nov.  26,  1717,  and  i 
died  on  the  8th  of  the  month  following.  He  had 
eight  children,  the  first  having  been 

Thomas  Peirce  (4),  born  Feb.  12,  1670,  died 
between  1704  and  1708.  He  resided  in  Woburn,  | 
but  removed  to  Plainfield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  ' 
deacon  of  the  First  Church.  He  married  Feb.  27,  ' 
1692,  Mary  Wyman,  daughter  of  John,  Jr.,  and  ’ 
Mary  (Carter)  Wyman,  and  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Carter;  she  was  born  June  25,  1674.  | 
They  had  five  children,  of  whom  the  second  was  j 
Ebenezer  Peirce,  born  in  Woburn  Sept.  lO,  1 
1(398,  died  in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  prior  to  Feb.  14, 
1738.  By  Rev.  Eliphalet  Adams,  pastor  of  the  1 
First  Congregational  Church  in  New  London,  he  ^ 
was  married  May  30,  1728,  to  Lydia  Dart,  daugh-  | 
ter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Douglas)  Dart;  she  1 
was  born  Nov.  4,  1703.  His  occupation  was  given  j 
in  a deed  of  June  i,  1730,  as  “taylor,”  and  resi-  i 
dence  as  New  London;  but  on  IMarch  14,  1738,  a 
letter  of  administration  was  issued  on  estate  of  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Peirce  of  Plainfield,  deceased,  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Peirce  of  the  latter  town.  The  records  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  in  New  London 
show  that  Lydia  Peirce  joined  this  church  April 
18,  1725,  that  Ebenezer  did  not  join  ; he  had  his 
children  baptized  under  the  half-way  covenant  de-  I 
vice  till  his  wife  joined.  Ebenezer  and  Lydia  had  I 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  second  was  ^ 

Jabez  Peirce,  baptized  Aug.  i,  1725.  in  New  ^ 
London,  died  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  June  21.  1802.  ; 

He  was  a cordw'ainer  (shoemaker)  in  Plainfield  I 
until  about  1750,  then  removing  to  Providence,  R.  j 
I.,  to  become  a merchant,  thence  about  1769  to  | 
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Dighton,  as  a cordwainer  and  fanner.  His  son 
Thomas  and  the  latter’s  son  Thomas  were  also 
shoemakers,  the  last  named  founding  the  business 
now  conducted  under  the  name  of  Thomas  F.  Peirce 
& Son,  of  Providence ; Thomas  F.  Peirce  was  the 
son  of  the  second  Thomas,  and  George  Ellis 
Peirce,  now  conducting  the  firm,  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  F.,  and  of  the  fifth  generation  of  Peirces 
engaged  in  this  line  of  business. 

Jabez  Peirce  married  (first)  Susannah  Shep- 
ard, by  whom  he  had  several  children,  and  she 
died  in  Providence  about  1765.  He  was  married 
(second)  in  Providence  Nov.  23,  1766,  by  Joseph 
Snow,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Christ,  to  Mary  (Andrews)  Chase,  born  Aug.  2, 
1741,  in  Dighton,  where  she  died  Oct.  3,  1813. 
Jabez  was  received  into  this  church  on  April  i, 
1764.  In  Providence  he  owned  two  dwellings  and 
a shop  on  the  north  side  of  what  is  now  Weybos- 
set  street,  just  above  Mathewson  street,  and  he 
evidently  believed  in  the  advantages  to  be  obtained 
by  advertising,  as  proved  by  the  following,  printed 
in  a Providence  newspaper  dated  June  13,  1767; 

Jabez  Peirce 

Weft  of  the  Great-Bridge  and  oppofite  Doctor 
Samuel  Carew’s,  in  Providence : 

Begs  T,(ave  to  inform  the  Public,  that  he  has  lately 
fuppli-'d  his  Shop  with  a neat  Affortment  of  Fresh  Goods, 
just  imported  from  London,  via  Bofton ; And  as  his 
Goods  came  to  Hand  much  cheaper  than  any  before,  he 
makes  no  doubt  if  Purchafers  will  give  themfelves  the 
Trouble  to  call  at  his  Shop,  they  will  be  fatisfied  without 
travelling  through  the  Sand-hill  to  look  further. 

June  12,  1767. 

Jabez  and  Mary  (Andrews)  Peirce  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  the  second  was 

Thomas  Peirce,  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  April 
29,  1771,  died  in  Seekonk,  Mass.,  May  10,  1853. 
He  attended  school  in  Dighton.  He  owned  a 
small  farm,  but  his  principal  occupation  was  man- 
ufacturing boots  and  shoes,  in  which  he  usually 
employed  three  or  four  hands.  The  work  was  all 
custom  work,  this  being  before  the  era  of  ready- 
made shoes,  and  he  obtained  many  orders  from 
Taunton,  Mass.,  usually  making  weekly  trips  to 
that  place.  He  removed  to  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  be- 
tween 1817  and  1819,  and  bought  a small  farm, 
but  continued  manufacturing;  in  1828  he  moved  to 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  remaining  about  a year,  and 
then  to  Valley  Falls,  near  by,  for  another  year, 
thence  to  Seekonk.  His  marriage  intention  to 
Polly  Talbot  was  filed  at  Dighton  Nov.  5,  1796. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Jedediah  and  Ethallanah 
(Lockwood)  Talbot  and  a niece  of  Commodore 
Silas  Talbot,  of  Revolutionary  war  fame.  She 
was  born  Jan.  31,  1780,  probably  in  Warwick,  R. 
L,  and  died  in  Taunton  Nov.  6,  1862.  She  was  a 
singularly  energetic  woman,  and  it  is  said  that 
at  one  time  she  did  the  work  for  a family  of 
twenty  persons,  including  Jabez  and  Mary  Peirce, 
16 


her  husband's  parents,  who  lived  and  died  with 
them,  her  only  help  being  a girl  of  fourteen  years. 
In  addition  to  this  she  spun  all  her  husband’s  shoe 
threads  and  bound  all  shoes  made  by  him  and  his 
workmen. 

Thomas  and  Polly  Peirce  had  thirteen  children, 
two  dying  in  infancy.  Between  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  older  of  these  infants  and  the  next 
death  among  the  surviving  eleven  children  inter- 
vened a period  of  sixty-three  years,  two  months, 
twenty  days,  while  the  average  age  at  decease 
among  the  eleven  who  lived  to  maturity  was  sev- 
enty-eight years,  222  days.  Probably  few  paral- 
lels of  this  record  of  longevity  can  be  found.  Of 
the  six  sons  that  lived,  four — Thomas,  Jr.,  Benja- 
min Franklin,  Charles  Andrews  and  Edwin 
James — learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  The 
youngest  child  of  Tliomas  and  Polly  (Talbot) 
Peirce  was 

Edwin  James  Peirce,  Sr.,  born  in  Rehoboth 
March  27,  1825,  died  in  Woonsocket  Feb.  12,  1906. 
He  attended  school  in  Seekonk,  mostly  in  the  win- 
ters, and  only  in  that  season  after  he  was  ten 
years  old,  but  acquired  a wide  general  knowledge 
from  reading.  In  1844  he  went  to  Providence, 
then  a city  of  only  eighteen  to  twenty  thousands, 
and  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  of  his  brother 
Thomas  Peirce,  continuing  in  his  employ  for  three 
years.  Then  he  worked  for  Jeremiah  Anthony 
and  others  for  two  years.  Next  he  became  the 
overseer  of  the  shoemaking  department  at  the 
State  prison,  then  in  Providence,  that  being  the 
only  kind  of  work  carried  on  by  the  prison  in- 
mates at  that  time,  and  continued  there  nearly  a 
year.  Then  he  went  to  Quincy,  Mass.,  for  nearly 
a year,  still  at  shoemaking.  Returning  to  Provi- 
dence he  carried  on  a shoe  store  in  Knight’s  block, 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Broad  and  Chestnut 
streets,  for  five  years,  1850-1855.  In  1855  he  went 
to  Detroit,  Mich.,  for  two  months,  thence  to  Min- 
eral Point,  Wis.,  for  about  ten  months,  during  that 
time  engaged  mostly  at  carpentering  for  his 
brother  William  Allen  Peirce,  and  at  the  latter 
place  his  family  joined  him.  They  removed  to 
Janesville,  in  the  same  State,. and  left  there  in  i860 
for  the  East,  settling  in  Providence  after  about  a 
year  and  a half  in  East  Providence.  Mr.  Peirce 
worked  for  his  brother-in-law,  Edward  R. 
Wheeler,  and  on  the  building  of  the  Oriental  Mills 
in  Providence,  and  then  went  to  the  Franklin 
Foundry  & Machine  Company  as  a journeyman 
for  a year.  He  was  next  with  William  Ashton  in 
the  shoe  store  on  Broad  street  which  had  been  his 
own  store,  thence  returning  to  the  Franklin  Foun- 
dry, as  overseer  of  the  wood  shop,  where  he  re- 
mained about  a dozen  years,  his  brother  Jabez 
working  under  him  the  greater  part  of  the  time. 
He  left  the  Franklin  about  1873  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  until  August,  1889,  was  employed 
as  a pattern-maker  by  the  William  A.  Harris- 
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Steam  Engine  Company,  Builders’  Iron  Foundry 
and  Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works.  At  the  lat- 
ter date  he  removed  to  Woonsocket  with  his  wife, 
the  children  being  away  at  the  time,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Wardwell  Sewing  Machine 
Company,  now  the  Taft  Peirce  Manufacturing 
Company,  as  foreman  of  the  carpenter  shop,  which 
position  he  retained  to  within  a year  or  two  of 
his  death.  A man  of  strong  will  and  fixed  opin- 
ion, he  was  a skilful  mechanic  and  very  indus- 
trious. In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Republican 
always.  During  the  Rebellion  he  joined  a mili- 
tary conipany  under  Capt.  Willard  Handy  and  per- 
formed some  little  duty,  but  t*lie  company  was  not 
called  away  from  Providence. 

Mr.  Peirce  married  in  Providence,  Dec.  29, 
1850,  Nancy  Carpenter  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Da- 
rius and  Sally  (Mason)  Wheeler.  She  was  born 
in  Reholx)th  Sept.  22,  1824,  and  died  in  Woon- 
socket Feb.  10,  1901.  Their  children  were  Edwin 
James,  Jr.,  Charles  \Vheeler,  Harry  Tallx)t,  Kath- 
arine Upham  and  Clarence  E.  The  first  child 

Edwin  James  Peirce,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence and  there  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  While  in  his  teens  he  entered  the  office 
of  the  Franklin  Foundry  & Machine  Company  as 
clerk,  but  soon  became  an  apprentice  to  the  Brown 
& Sharpe  ^Manufacturing  Company,  of  Providence, 
and  after  a year  in  the  machine  shop  was  promoted 
to  the  draughting  department,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  most  skillful  mechanical  draughtsmen  in 
this  country.  During  his  employment  with  the 
latter  corporation  it  removed  from  its  old  quarters 
on  South  Main  street  to  its  present  large  and  mod- 
ern plant.  After  a few  years  he  accepted  a posi- 
tion with  the  Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works, 
which  he  held  for  about  six  months,  returned  to 
Brown  & Sharpe  for  a year,  was  for  another  year 
with  the  William  A.  Harris  Steam  Engine  Com- 
pany, as  a draughtsman  in  each  of  these  engage- 
ments, and  then  came  in  1876  to  Woonsocket  as 
a draughtsman  and  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Hautin  .Sewing  Machine  Company,  later  the 
Wardwell  Sewi.ig  Machine  Company,  in  which  po- 
sition he  was  retained  until  1900,  when  the  com- 
pany name  was  changed  to  The  Taft  Peirce  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  Daniel  W.  Taft,  of  Ux- 
Tridge,  Mass.,  being  the  other  owner  of  the  bus- 
iness. In  1904  Mr.  Taft  sold  his  interests,  and  Mr. 
Peirce  was  then  made  general  manager.  He  is  a 
well-known  mechanic,  holding  letters-patent  for 
improvements  on  lock-stitch,  wax-thread  sewing 
machines.  Mr.  Peirce  is  well  known  and  much  re- 
spected as  an  upright  and  honorable  business  man 
and  public-spirited  citizen.  A stanch  Republican, 
he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principle  of  high  tariflf 
as  advocated  by  McKinley.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Woonsocket  Business  Men’s  Association  and  of 
Lodge  No.  850,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  that  city.  He  is 
fond  of  horses,  and  has  a good  trotter  for  his  own 
use. 


Mr.  Peirce  married  (first)  Melissa  Waterman' 
Slocum,  by  whom  he  has  one  surviving  child,  Grace  ' 
Frances  Peirce,  and  (second)  Georgiana  Moone,  1 
His  residence  is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  j 
the  handsome  house  at  No.  30  Earl  street,  Woon-  ,, 
socket. 

CHADSEY.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most  i 
prominent  families  of  Rhode  Island,  is  that  of  ! 
Chadsey,  and  those  of  this  section  bearing  that  j 
name  are  descended  from:  I 

(I)  William  Chadsey,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America.  He  was  born  in  Wales,  in 
1692,  and  in  1716  located  in  Newport.  Soon  after 
this  he  crossed  the  bay  and  purchased  a farm  of 
about  100  acres,  three  miles  north  of  Wickford,  ‘ 
where  he  settled.  In  1719  Mr.  Chadsey  was  mar- 
ried to  Susannah  Greene,  daughter  of  Jabez  Greene,  j 
and  they  spent  sixty-eight  years  of  married  life, 
it  being  interesting  to  note  that  they  died  within 
three  months  of  each  other  in  1787,  on  the  farm  on 
which  they  first  settled.  To  them  were  born:  ' 
Jabez,  Mary,  Richard,  Susannah,  Jane,  William, 
Naomi,  Phebe,  John  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom 
married  and  lived  to  advanced  ages.  j 

(H)  Jabez  Chadsey,  born  in  April,  1720,  was 
married  when  about  thirty  years  of  age  to  Honor  | 
Huling,  daughter  of  Alexander,  and  eight  children  ; 
were  born  to  this  union.  She  died  in  1772,  and  i 
Mr.  Chadsey  married  (second)  Mary  Corey,  widow  | 
of  John,  whose  first  husband  was  Jeremiah  Greene  ‘ 
(father  of  Hannah,  wife  of  Jabez  Chadsey  (2)).  i 
Mrs.  Chadsey  died  in  1789,  and  he  married  (third)  | 
Martha  Grieves,  who  died  in  1803.  died  sev-  ' 
enteen  years  later,  at  the  age  of  100  years,  lack-  ' 
ing  about  three  months.  He  was  buried  Jan.  5,  : 
1820,  in  the  family  burying-ground.  His  children 
were:  John,  born  Dec.  16,  1751,  married  Alice  i 
Pearce,  and  died  in  January,  1838;  Jabez  (2),  I 
born  Jan.  29,  1754,  died  in  September,  1820;  | 
Tabitha,  born  June  20,  1756,  married  George  Ten-  ■ 
nant,  and  died  in  January,  1793 ; Joseph,  born  Aug.  I 
8,  1758,  went  to  New  York  State,  and  there  died  - 
Feb.  7,  1795;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  17,  1761,  mar-  ' 
ried  John  Slocum,  and  died  Feb.  21,  i860;  Honor,  | 
born  in  September,  1763,  married  Benjamin  I 
Jenkins,  and  died  in  January,  1781 ; Rowland,  born 
in  February,  1766,  married  (first)  Mary  Pearce, 
and  married  (second)  Mary  Tourgee,  and  died  in 
September,  1838 ; and  Sisket,  born  in  August,  1768,  : 
married  Rachel  Aylesworth,  and  died  in  March,  ] 
1818.  I 

(HI)  Jabez  Chadsey  (2),  son  of  Jabez,  born  ! 
Jan.  29,  1754,  was  married  in  September,  1779,  to  j 
Hannah  Greene,  born  in  1760,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Greene.  During  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr. 
Chadsey  took  an  active  part  against  Great  Britain, 
serving  in  Sullivan’s  expedition  at  Newport,  and 
spending  much  time  in  guarding  the  shores  and 
watching  the  enemy  during  the  war.  As  a com- 
pensation for  his  services  the  United  States  govern- 
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ment  granted  his  widow  a pension  of  $50.00  per 
annum  and  this  she  drew  until  her  death  eight 
years  later.  Her  death  occurred  in  Wales,  near 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1839.  She  had  em- 
braced the  Christian  religion  in  young  woman- 
hood. 

Jabez  Chadsey  (2)  and  his  wife  had  these  chil- 
dren : Jeremiah  Greene,  born  Dec.  2,  1780,  died 
May  26,  1873;  George,  born  Oct.  16,  1782,  married 
Betsey  Spencerj  and  died  Sept.  25,  1822;  Honor, 
born  March  22,  1786,  died  in  September,  1831 ; 
Mary  Greene,  born  Dec.  2,  1788,  died  Feb.  10, 
i860;  Elizabeth  born  Dec.  2,  1788,  married  Benja- 
min Gardiner,  and  died  Sept.  12,  1854;  Elisha 

Greene,  born  July  6,  1791,  was  drowned  Aug.  16, 
1818;.  Joseph  Fones,  born  in  October,  1793,  mar- 
ried Rosetta  Beekham,  and  died  in  October,  1834; 
Tamsin  Brown,  born  Sept.  6,  1798,  died  Sept.  6, 
1817;  and  Sarah,  born  Jyly  17,  1801,  married 
George  Tripp. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Greene  Chadsey,  son  of  Jabez 
(2),  was  born  Dec.  2,  1780,’  in  North  Kingstown,  R. 
I.  Avis  Wightman,  his  wife,  was  born  in  the  same 
town,  Oct.  7,  1780,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1874.  They 
were  married  Aug.  16,  1804,  by  Elder  William 
Northrup,  and  lived  together  sixty-eight  years  and 
nine  months,  having  nine  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  the  others — Euclid,  Henry  T., 
Emily  G.,  Alfred  B.,  Frances  Loring  and  Maria — 
all  living  to  maturity  and  being  married.  Jere- 
miah G.  Chadsey  was  characterized  not  only  by 
bodily  but  by  mental  vigor;  his  intellect  was  con- 
stitutionally clear  and  exact.  Educated  at  Plain- 
field  Academy,  Conn.,  he  became  a teacher  in  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy  during  1805-6,  and  was 
principal  of  the  Warwick  Academy  from  1807  un- 
til 1811,  when  he  relinquished  teaching  and  en- 
tered upon  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn,  which, 
in  turn,  was  made  into  cloth  by  the  slow  process 
of  hand-loom  weavers,  of  whom  he  employed  about 
600  in  families  in  the  towns  of  North  Kingstown, 
South  Kingstown,  Exeter,  Richmond  and  East  and 
West  Greenwich.  .In  addition  he  kept  a large  va- 
riety store  at  Wickford,  from  which  the  webs  were 
dispensed,  the  cloth  returned,  and  the  weavers  paid 
off  in  goods.  This  was  continued  in  Wickford  from 
1812  until  1842,  his  son,  Henry  T.,  being  in  part- 
nership with  him  from  1826  until  1837,  and  Al- 
fred B.,  from  1837  until  1842,  when  the  business 
was  discontinued.  Jeremiah  G.  Chadsey  then  pur- 
chased several  tracts  of  land  in  and  adjoining  the 
village  of  Wickford,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
was  successfully  engaged  for  many  years,  and 
largely  benefited  his  fellow  townsmen  in  giving  an 
impetus  to  agriculture.  He  was  very  fond  of 
mathematics,  although  his  favorite  study  was  as- 
tronomy, and  in  1807  constructed  for  his  own  grati- 
fication an  entire  almanac,  calculating  the  eclipses. 

Mr.  Chadsey  served  two  years  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Senate.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  from  1816  until  the  time  of  his  death  in 


1873,  and  his  piety  partook  something  of  the  type 
of  his  mind ; he  seldom  rose  to  a high  state  of 
spiritual  fervor,  neither  would  he  fall  into  depres- 
sion. He  and  his  wife  had  these  cnildren : Euclid, 
born  April  19,  1805,  married  (first)  Francis  S. 
Tillinghast,  and  (second)  Waity  C.  Wilson,  and 
died  Oct.  19,  1864;  Henry  Turner,  born  Oct.  24, 
1806,  married  Almira  Wightman,  and  died  June 
2,  1889;  Emily  Greene,  born  April  2,  1809,  mar- 
ried Henry  Holmes  Wightman,  and  died  March 
28,  1868;  William  Wightman,  born  March  2,  1811, 
died  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month ; George 
Wightman,  born  March  23,  1814,  died  June  4,  the 
same  year;  Alfred  Blair,  born  Sept.  13,  1815,  died 
Feb.  27,  1902;  Frances  Loring,  born  Sept.  17, 
1817,  married  Sheffield  C.  Reynolds;  Maria 
Wightman,  born  May  23,  1819,  married  Charles  L. 
Woodworth,  and  died  Aug.  27,  1853;  and  Waity 
Wightman,  born  June  3,  1822,  died  at  birth. 

(V)  Alfred  Blair  Chadsey,  son  of  Jeremiah 
Greene,  was  educated  in  the  primary  schools  and  at 
the  Washington  Academy  in  Wickford,  securing  a 
good  education  in  the  higher  English  branches.  In 
1834  he  taught  a district  school  and  the  following 
year  entered  his  father’s  store  as  bookkeeper.  In 
1837  he  was  taken  into  partnership  with  his  father, 
this  union  continuing  until  1842,  when  the  business 
was  dissolved.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Leicester, 
Mass.,  and  with  Stephen  Draper  and  John  C. 
Brown  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  scythes.  The 
firm,  in  1844,  after  erecting  suitable  buildings  at 
the  State  dam  across  the  Hudson  river,  at  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  removed  their  business  to  that  city.  Mr.  Chad- 
sey, with  his  family,  resided  at  Troy  until  1851, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his  part- 
ners, and  returned  with  his  family  to  Wickford, 
where,  in  1852,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  aged  fa- 
ther, he  undertook  the  management  of  the  home- 
stead farm,  an  occupation  to  which  he  became 
greatly  attached,  and  for  many  years  in  addition 
to  growing  the  ordinary  farm  crops  he  made  a 
specialty  of  growing  field  and  garden  seeds  in  great 
variety,  for  which  he  found  a ready  market  only 
at  wholesale.  Several  varieties,  such  as  onion, 
beet,  carrot  and  turnip,  were  grown  by  the  ton,  and 
distributed  in  rhany  of  the  States  of  the  Union  to 
wholesale  dealers.  His  study  of  agricultural  sci- 
ence was  not  only  a necessity,  but  rapidly  grew  to  a 
fondness  to  which  he  applied  himself  with  devo- 
tion and  much  pleasure.  For  many  years  he  com- 
pounded his  chemical  fertilizers,  which  he  found  to 
be  much  cheaper  and  of  equal  value  to  those  sold 
in  the  market. 

Mr.  Chadsey’s  connection  with  agricultural  so- 
cieties aided  much  in  expanding  his  ideas  in  the 
line  of  methods  and  improvements  so  indispensa- 
ble in  the  prosecution  of  farming  pursuits.  The 
intimate  relations  into  which  he  was  brought  with 
nearly  all  of  the  practical  and  scientific  farmers  of 
the  State,  gave  opportunity  to  compare  notes  and 
experiences,  which  were  found  to  be  mutually 


244 


RHODE  ISLAND 


valuable.  He  was  for  many  years  a member  of  the 
standing  and  executive  committees  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  a constituent  member  in 
the  organization  of  the  Washington  County  so- 
ciety. In  1880  he  was  president  of  the  State  so- 
ciety, and  was  re-elected  in  1881,  but  felt  obliged 
to  resign  on  account  of  distance  from  its  head- 
quarters in  Providence.  By  appointment  he  pre- 
pared papers  on  agricultural  subjects,  which  were 
read  before  the  society,  and  many  others  which 
were  published  in  agricultural  and  other  papers. 

In  1854  and  1855  Mr.  Chadsey  served  as  mem- 
ber from  North  Kingstown  in  the  Rhode  Island 
House  of  Representatives ; was  for  years  president 
of  the  town  council  of  North  Kingstown,  and  was 
superintendent  of  schools  for  six  years.  He  was 
appointed,  by  President  Lincoln,  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  provost  marshal  of  the  Second  dis- 
trict of  Rhode  Island,  and  served  in  that  official 
capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  retire- 
ment from  this  office,  the  following  item  appeared 
in  one  of  the  daily  papers  of  Providence : “Cap- 
tain Chadsey  has  won  the  love  and  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  into  personal  or  official 
relations  since  he  has  borne  the  office,,  and  if  all 
had  imitated  him  in  courtesy  and  gentlemanly 
bearing  and  deportment,  and  in  his  modesty  and 
zeal  for  the  interests  of  both  country  and  State,  we 
should  have  enjoyed  a greater  harmony  and  peace. 
We  tender  our  regrets  to  Captain  Chadsey  that  we 
are  to  lose  the  quiet  smile  with  which  we  have 
so  long  been  greeted  by  him,  and  trust  that  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  home  in  Wickford  he  will  not  for- 
get his  fellow-citizens  in  this  city,  whose  respect  he 
has  universally  won.” 

In  politics  Mr.  Chadsey  was  a Whig,  then  a 
Republican  and  a pronounced  anti-slavery  man,  al- 
ways prominently  identified  with  reformatory 
movements.  After  the  terrible  conflict  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  peace  being  restored  and  the 
Southern  States  being  reconstructed,  Mr.  Chadsey, 
together  with  hundreds  of  others  of  the  Republican 
party,  felt  that  the  party,  which  by  divine  provi- 
dence had  been  instrumental  in  the  abolition  of 
negro  slavery,  should  next  under  the  same  divine 
leading  exert  its  great  moral  power  to  abolish  the 
drink  slavery’ ; and  after  repeated  promises  and  re- 
buffs and  years  of  waiting,  a few  hundred  were  led 
by  their  convictions,  and  want  of  sympathy  and  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  the  Republican  party,  to 
step  aside  and  organize  an  aggressive  movement 
looking  to  the  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic.  The 
Prohibition  party  was  organized  and  the  warfare 
began.  In  1876  Mr.  Chadsey  was  placed  on  the 
ticket  as  a candidate  for  lieutenant  governor*.  In 
1877  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  a member 
of  the  board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  and  in  1883  was  appointed 
for  a similar  term.  In  1884  he  was  nominated  as 
a candidate  for  Congress  from  the  Second  district 
of  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Chadsey  served  on  the 


board  of  trustees  of  the  Wickford  Savings  Bank  1 
from  its  organization  in  1855,  and  on  the  board  of  ! 
directors  of  the  Wickford  National  Bank  from  its  1 
inception  in  1865.  He  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  in  1832,  being  then  in  his  seventeenth 
year. 

Mr.  Chadsey  was  married  (first)  Sept.  14,. 
1835,  by  Rev.  B.  C.  Grafton,  to  Susan,  eldest 
daughter  of  Captain  John  Nichols,  of  Wickford. 
She  was  born  Oct.  18,  1813,  and  died  Aug.  18,. 
1879.  Her  children  were:  John  A.,  born  March  ii, 
1837,  Dec.  25,  1842;  Ellen  A.,  born  Nov.  20,. 
1843,  married  James  Reynolds,  Jan.  9,  1878,  and 
had  two  children,  Albert  Chadsey  (Oct.  24,  1878)  ; 

and  Ralph  (June  2,  1881)  ; and  Deodata,  born  ' 
March  29,  1855,  married  Rev.  J.  E.  Fischer.  Mr.  j 
Chadsey  married  (second)  Oct.  27,  1880,  Ann  E. 
Avery,  eldest  daughter  of  William  E.  and  Eliza  H. 
Avery,  of  Providence. 

. I 

RICHARD  G.  HOWLAND,  for  many  years  ; 
one  of  the  best-known  mill  men  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  i 
prominently  identified  with  business  and  public  af- 
fairs in  that  community  for  a number  of  years,  was 
born  Sept.  19,  1840,  in  Centredale,  R.  I.,  son  of 
Daniel  and  Abigail  Susan  (Greene)  Howland. 
Mr.  Howland  descended  from  Henry  Howland, 
the  first  of  the  name  in  America,  being  in  the 
eighth  generation,  as  follows: 

(I)  Henry  Howland,  one  of  the  three  original 
Howlands  in  America  (the  others  being  Arthur  and 
John,  the  latter  a “Mayflower”  passenger),  ap- 
peared in  Plymouth  Colony  in  the  early  days  of  the 
settlement.  Arthiir  and  Henry  are  made  brothers 
in  the  Genealogy  of  the  Howland  family,  and  both 
Quakers,  as  were  most  of  their  descendants  for 
many  generations.  The  name  of  Henry  Howland 
is  first  of  record  in  New  England  in  the  year  1624, 
in  the  allotment  of  cattle.  He  was  a freeman  of 
1633.  He  appears  in  Duxbury  among  its  earliest 
settlers.  He  was 'chosen  constable  in  1635.  He  | 
served  many  years  on  the  “Grand  Inquest.”  To- 
ward the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  became  a large  1 
possessor  of  real  estate,  being  associated  with 
others  in  the  year  1652  in  a large  tract  of  land  in 
Dartmouth.  In  1659  he  was  one  of  twenty-seven 
who  bought  what  was  then  called  Assonet,  now 
Freetown,  Mass.  Henry  Howland  married  Mary 
Newland.  They  probably  died  at  the  old  Duxbury 
homestead,  Henry  17th  of  ist  month,  1671,  and 
Mary  17th  of  6th  month,  1674.  Their  childreil 
were:  Joseph,  Zoeth,  John,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth. Mary  and  Abigail. 

(H)  Zoeth  Howland,  son  of  Henry,  born  in 
Duxbury,  Mass.,  married  in  October,  1656,  Abigail. 

He  probably  moved  to  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  as  early 
as  1662,  and  became  a convert  to  the  faith  of  his 
father  about  the  same  time,  and  meetings  were 
held  at  his  house,  for  which  he  was  fined  in  De- 
cember. 1657.  His  wife  was  a sharer  in  his  sym- 
pathies and  faith,  and  in  March,  1659,  she  was  fined' 
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ior  not  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Puritans. 
Mr.  Howland  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  Jan.  i, 
1676,  at  Pocassett  (the  section  of  Rhode  Island  in- 
cluding Tiverton  and  Portsmouth  was  originally 
known  as  Pocassett,  but  later  the  name  was  con- 
fined to  Tiverton).  Their  children  were : Nathan- 
iel, Benjamin,  Daniel,  Lydia,  Mary,  Sarah,  Henry, 
Abigail  and  Nicholas,  all  except  the  last  of  the 
Newport  Friends’  record. 

(III)  Daniel  Howland,  son  of  Zoeth,  born  in 
May,  1661,  in  Duxbury,  Mass.,  married  Mary 
Sampson.  According  to  the  Genealogy  of  the 
Howland  Family  Mr.  Howland  was  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  He  was  a man  of  great  in- 
telligence, and  filled  many  offices  of  public  trust. 
Though  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  on  the 
authority  stated,  there  is  manuscript  in  the  How- 
land family  showing  that  he  was  commissioned 
major  by  Governor  Bellomont  in  1699.  a fact  not  set 
forth  in  the  work  on  the  Howland  family.  For  a 
•number  of  years  he  served  as  selectman,  in  1705 
was  assessor,  and  was  town  treasurer  from  1714 
to  1715.  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Tiver- 
ton, and  was  the  proprietor  of  Howland's  Ferry, 
where  he  kept  a tavern  in  which  he  lived,  and  in 
the  same  building  the  town  meetings  were  held  for 
years.  It  is  probable  he  died  in  1714.  survived  by 
his  widow,  who  married  (second)  Samuel  Good- 
speed.  His  children  were : Thomas,  Daniel.  Mary, 
John,  Isaac.  Marcy,  Thomas  (2),  Benjamin,  Wil- 
liam, Joseph  and  Margaret,  the  births  of  nearly 
all  being  of  Tiverton  record. 

(IV)  Daniel  Howland  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  was 
born  May  29,  1691,  at  Tiverton,  and  married  July 
18,  1713,  Judith,  born  March  6,  1687.  Mr.  How- 
land was  associated  with  his  father  in  carrying  on 
the  ferry.  In  1717  he  was  admitted  a freeman  in 
Portsmouth,  was  auditor  of  the  town  in  17 — , rep- 
resented the  town  in  General  Assembly  in  1744  and 
1748,  and  was  assistant  from  1742  to  1765.  He 
was  clerk  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1759. 
In  1748  he  purchased  a small  farm  in  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  and  not  long  thereafter  removed  to  it. 
His  sudden  death  occurred  in  1732,  at  his  home  in 
East  Greenwich,  where  he  had  located  on  March 
23,  1749,  and  which  has  since  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family.  He  was  survived  a number 
of  years  by  his  widow,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  Their  children  were : John,  Isaac, 
Lucianna,  Joshua,  Daniel  and  Joseph.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Howland  kept  a diary,  which  is  much 
prized  by  the  family.  It  contains  many  items  of 
general  interest. 

(V)  Daniel  Howland  (3),  son  of  Daniel  (2), 
was  born  Dec.  7.  1724.  at  Tiverton,  and  was  mar- 
ried Oct.  12,  1744,  to  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Ruth  Brownell,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  On 
the  death  of  his  father  he  came  into  possession  of 
the  home  farm,  which  has  since  remained  in  the 
family.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Howland  removed  to  the 


town  of  East  Greenwich  in  1749.  Mrs.  Howland 
died  April  5,  1810,  aged  eighty-three  years,  five 
months,  nine  days.  Their  children,  the  eldest  two 
born  in  Portsmouth  and  the  others  in  East  Green- 
wich, were:  Mary,  Lucianna,  Ruth,  Benjamin, 
Daniel,  Philadelphia,  Judith,  Joseph,  Thomas  and 
George. 

(VI)  Daniel  Howland  (4),  son  of  Daniel  (3), 
was  born  at  East  Greenwich  in  1755,  and  married 
Sarah  Greene,  born  Dec.  4,  1755,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Greene,  and  a descendant  of  Surgeon  John 
Greene,  of  Salisbury,  England  (who  came  to 
America  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Providence  Plantations),  from  whom  her  lineage  is 
through  Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  John  (2)  and  Rich- 
ard Greene.  Mr.  Howland  resided  through  life  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  was  an  approved  minis- 
ter of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  was  a man  of 
large  stature,  very  quick  in  conversation,  with  'a 
hearty  and  mirthful  laugh,  and  his  genial  nature 
endeared  him  to  a large  circle  of  friends.  He  trav- 
eled frequently  in  the  service  of  the  ministry,  vis- 
iting certain  parts  of  New  England,  and  sometimes 
extended  his  journeys  into  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  died  Aug.  23,  1834,  and  his  widow  in 
1840.  Their  children  were : Deborah  G.,  Daniel, 
Richard  Greene  and  Anna. 

(VII)  Daniel  Howland  (5),  son  of  Daniel  (4), 
■v\'as  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  married 
June  8,  1835,  Abigail  Susan  Greene,  born  May  6, 
1814,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Susan 
(Greene)  Greene,  both  descendants  of  Surgeon 
John  Greene,  he  through  James,  Jabez,  John  and 
Gideon,  and  she  through  John,  Peter,  William, 
James  and  James  (2).  The  children  of  Daniel  and 
Abigail  Susan  (Greene)  Howland  were:  Sarah 
Greene,  born  April  7,  1836,  died  Feb.  2,  1878;  Dan- 
iel, born  July  5,  1838,  a merchant  of  Hope,  married 
Mary  Clarke,  and  died  July  14,  1891 ; Richard  G. 
is  mentioned  below ; Mary  Arnold,  born  Dec.  6, 
1843,  married  Dec.  13,  1883,  Arthur  Knight,  and 
they  reside  at  the  Howland  homestead  in  East 
Greenwich,  with  their  children,  Arthur  Rhodes  and 
Richard  Greene  Howland  Knight ; Abbie  Susan, 
born  Oct.  10,  1854,  married  Arthur  Knight,  June 
6,  1878,  and  died  July  16,  1881,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Magdeline,  born  June  10,  1881. 

Daniel  Howland,  the  father  of  the  foregoing 
children,  died  in  August,  1871.  He  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  but  married  out 
of  the  church.  He  was  brought  up  and  educated 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  his  first  business  venture  was 
as  a commission  merchant  in  oil  and  other  products. 
For  four  years  he  was  located  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  conducted  a commission  business  with  a 
partner,  the  firm  being  Franklin  & Howland.  He 
then  located  in  East  Greenwich  and  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  the  homestead,  where  he  re- 
mained for  the  balance  of  his  life.  He  was  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  held  many  local 
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oiifices.  He  was  industrious  and  hard-working'  to 
a large  deg-ree,  and  honorable  and  upright  in  his 
relations  with  his  fellow-men. 

(VIII)  Richard  Greene  Howland  was  born 
Sept.  19,  1840,  in  Centreville,  Warwick,  R.  I.,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  East  Greenwich.  In 
his  youth  he  was  employed  in  agricultural  work  at 
the  homestead.  In  1867  he  went  to  learn  the  mill 
business  with  Stephen  Harris,  at  River  Point,  R. 
I.  In  1868  he  became  assistant  to  Samuel  G.  Al- 
len in  the  superintendency  of  the  Hope  mill.  Mr. 
Allen’s  death  occurred  not  long  thereafter  and  Mr. 
Howland  succeeded  him  as  superintendent.  He 
displayed  more  than  usual  aptitude,  and,  in  1873, 
he  became  superintendent  of  both  the  Hope  and  the 
Phenix  mills,  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  his 
death.  Under  his  capable  and  efficient  management 
both  establishments  prospered  to  an  unusual  de- 
gree and  many  highly  valuable  innovations  were  of 
his  creation.  His  business  interests,  and  their  suc- 
cess, necessitated  his  closest  application  to  them, 
yet  he  found  time  to  serve  his  community  in  many 
useful  capacities. 

In  addition  to  the  interests  mentioned,  Mr. 
Howland  was  president  of  the  Phenix  Trust  Com- 
pany, a thriving  banking  institution  of  the  Paw- 
tuxet  Valley;  a director  of  the  Hope  Wehbing 
Company,  of  Pawtucket ; president  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Valley  Railway  Company,  whose  road  is  now 
operated  under  a lease  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railway.  He  was  also  in- 
terested in  a financial  way  in  the  mills  of  which 
he  was  superintendent.  For  years  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley  Water  Companv  and 
through  his  great  effort  the  company  passed 
through  serious  difficulty  most  successfully. 

Mr.  Howland  was  also  active  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  his  community,  holding  many  offices  which 
demanded  both  his  time  and  ability.  He  was  in  no 
respect  a politician,  and  such  political  honor  as  he 
was  able  to  accept  came  without  his  solicitation. 
He  was,  on  numerous  occasions,  a member  of  the 
town  council,  and  in  1870,  and  again  in  1884,  he 
was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  As- 
sembly. 

Mr.  Howland  was  apparently  in  excellent  health 
when  his  death  occurred  suddenly,  while  on  a visit 
to  his  son  at  Saranac  Lakes,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  20,  1907. 
In  speaking  of  him  a lifelong  friend  remarked  : “His 
sudden  death  fills  the  hearts  of  a host  of  friends  in 
the  Pawtuxet  Valley  and  elsewhere  with  profound 
sorrow.  To  know  him  was  to  esteem  him  for  his 
many  sterling  qualities  of  character.  Among  his 
business  associates  his  strong,  active  mind  won  re- 
spect, which  was  fully  warranted  by  his  success. 
His  sense  of  honor  was  of  the  highest  order,  and 
his  word  was  considered  as  good  as  a gold-bearing 
bond,  'fhe  stranger  might  have  considered  his  re- 
serve of  manner  as  extreme,  but  those  who  enjoyed 
his  intimate  friendship  know  him  to  be  of  warm 
heart,  and  his  charities  were  marked  by  the  Biblical 


injunction,  ‘Let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  j 
right  hand  doeth.’  ” , ! 

Mr.  Howland  married  (first)  Isabelle,  daughter 
of  Samuel  G.  and  Isabella  Allen,  and  to  them  were 
born;  Richard  A.,  Annie,  Alice  M.,  Daniel  and 
Abigail  Susan,  of  whom  but  Daniel  and  Alice  M.  ■ 
survive.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1884, 
and  in  1886  Mr.  Howland  married  (second)  Miss 
Alice  Sisson,  of  Warwick,  R.  L,  a member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  New  England  families,  concerning 
whom  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  pub- 
lication. 

(IX)  Daniel  Howland,  son  of  Richard  G.,  was 
born  June  9,  1878,  and  was  graduated  with  the  { 

class  of  1900  from  Brown  University;  and  Alice  , 

Merrill,  his  sister,  is  a graduate  of  Vassar,  class  of 
1896. 

TIFFANY.  For  two  hundred  forty  and  more 
years  the  Tiffanys  have  had  an  identity  with  that  j 

region  of  country  embracing  Rehoboth  and  Swan-  i 

sea.  Mass.,  and  the  County  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Is-  j 

land,  the  present  Barrington  Tiffanys  being  a 
branch  of  the  Massachusetts  family.  Here  in  the 
town  of  Barrington,  since  long  before  the  Revolu- 
tion the  name  has  been  an  honored  and  respected 
one,  and  stood  as  a synonym  for  the  best  and  most 
useful  citizenship.  Long  years  of  faithful  service 
to  church  and  town  from  generation  to  generation 
have  been  marked  family  characteristics.  The  Tif- 
fany name  is  perpetuated  in  Barrington,  through 
the  family  of  the  late  Deacon  Ebenezer  Tiffany, 
who  for  so  many  years  had  been  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  honored  Barrington  citizens.  One  of 
the  sons  of  Deacon  Tiffany,  who  bears  the  father’s 
Christian  name— Ebenezer,  which  by  the  way 
seems  to  have  been  a favorite  one  of  the  family  as 
a member  of  each  generation  from  the  settler  to 
the  present  has  borne  it — is  now  active  in  business 
life  and  worthily  in  line  of  duty  sustaining  the  fam- 
ily name  and  reputation. 

(I)  Humphrey  Tiffany  and  his  wfe,  Elizabeth, 
of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1663-64,  were  the 
progenitors  of  the  Tiffanys  of  the  region  of  country 
to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  forgoing.  Of  them 
and  their  children  little  is  known.  Mr.  Tiffany  it 
seems  was  killed  by  lightning  on  July  15,  1685,  and 
his  widow  was  appointed  to  administer  upon  his 
estate. 

(H)  Ebenezer  Tiffany,  born  in  1663,  became 
possessed  of  a large  tract  of  land  eastward  from 
Mouscochuck  creek,  and  his  home  stood  near  what 
is  now  the  railroad  station  at  Nayatt,  in  the  town 
of  Barrington,  R.  I.  The  names  of  Ebenezer  and 
Thomas  Tiffany,  of  Swansea,  appear  on  the  list  of 
petitioners  for  the  town  of  Barrington  (West 
Swansea)  in  1711.  The  name  of  Ebenezer  Tif- 
fany appears  of  town  record  in  1718,  as  the  one 
first  chosen  “Jury  of  trials,”  and  that  of  Recom- 
pense Tiffany,  son  of  Thomas  above,  as  chosen 
“sealer  of  leather.”  Then  of  Warren  record  is  the 
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name  of  Ebenezer' Tiffany  as  dying  Feb.  10, 
1746-47.  These  Ebenezers  were  likely  all  one  per- 
.son,  the  son  of  Humphrey.  This  we  have  as- 
sumed to  be  the  case. 

There  is  also  of  record  in  Warren,  the  birth  of 
Sarah  Tiffany,  as  occurring  Feb.  9,  1727-28,  and  as 
the  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  Tiffany.  In 
one  of  the  old  burying  grounds  of  Barrington  were 
interred  this  father  and  daughter.  He  died  in  1779, 
at  eighty-two,  and  she  in  1774,  at  forty-seven.  The 
epitaphs  on  their  tombstones  read  respectively : 

The  World  is  vanity  and  all  things  show  it, 

I thought  so  once  and  now  I know  it. 

Beneath  this  stone  doth  lie  , 

As  much  virtue  as  could  die; 

Who  when  alive,  nature  did  give 
As  much  beauty  as  could  live. 

Sarah,  the  wife  of  Hezekiah  Tiffany,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Church  of  Christ,  Barrington,  Dec. 
8,  1728. 

(HI)  Ephraim  Tiffany  and  his  wife  Esther,  of 
Warren  record,  had  children:  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1745;  Rachel,  Sept.  22,  1748;  Molly,  June  i,  1751; 
and  Ebenezer,  June  10,  1753.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  formerly  Esther  Viall,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Air.  Tiffany  Dec.  27,  1744.  She  died  March 
19,  1792.  From  this  couple  came  largely  the  Tif- 
fanys  who  have  since  perpetuated  the  name  and 
figured  in  the  town’s  history. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Tiffany  (2),  son  of  Ephraim 
and  Esther,  born  June  10,  1753,  married  Feb.  2, 
1783,  Mary  Ann  Bullock,  born  Sept.  17,  1758, 
daughter  of  Col.  Wm.  Bullock,  of  Rehoboth,  and 
there  were  born  to  them  children  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth, Oct.  14,  1784;  Sarah,  Jan.  27,-  1786;  Alethea, 
Feb.  26,  1788;  Alary  Ann,  Feb.  17,  1790;  Esther 
Viall  and  Susanna  Kent  (twins),  Feb.  13,  1793, 
the  latter  dying  April  5,  1803;  Ebenezer,  July  13, 
1795;  Lydia,  Alarch  23,  1798;  Hezekiah,  Jan.  18, 
1800;  and  Lemira,  Feb.  3,  1802. 

Ebenezer  Tiffany,  the  father,  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  town.  He  was  a patriot 
and  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  later  in  civil  life 
an  honored  representative  of  Barrington  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  On  April  i, 
1776,  on  the  alarm  at  Bristol,  he  appeared  as  a 
member  of  the  company  commanded  by  Capt. 
Thomas  Allin.  From  April  5th  to  May  20th,  he 
was  a member  of  the  Militia  company  which  stood 
guard  at  Barrington,  and  was  called  into  service 
on  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1780  he  was  a 
soldier  in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Viall 
Allin.  Air.  Tiffany  occupied  a seat  in  the  State 
Assembly,  having  been  sent  from  Barrington,  in 
1788  and  again  in  1806.  He  was  president  of  the 
United  Congregational  Society  of  Barrington,  in 
1800-01.  He  died  April  4,  1826,  and  his  wife, 
Alary  Ann  (Bullock)  Tiffany,  died  Dec.  18,  1848. 

(V)  Hezekiah  Tiffany,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 


Jan.  18,  1800,  married  Nov.  24,  1846,  Eliza  Rich; 
they  had  no  children.  Air.  Tiffany  was  one  of  the 
useful  and  honored  citizens  of  Barrington.  He 
died  in  1872,  and  the  epitaph  over  his  tombstone 
proclaims : ‘‘He  was  a faithful  husband  and  friend, 
pure  in  character,  sincere  in  purpose,  and  devoted 
to  Christian  life.  His  fidelity  to  the  town  and 
church  were  unwavering.  He  was  town  treasurer 
of  Barrington  32  years.  Peaceful  is  thy  rest.” 

(V)  Ebenezer  Tiffany  (3),  son  of  Ebenezer 

(2) ,  born  July  13,  1795,  married  at  Troy,  N.  H., 
Oct.  3,  1830,  Alary  Rich,  sister  of  Eliza  Rich,  and 
there  were  born  to  them  children  as  follows : Su- 
san Kent,  Oct.  ii,  1832;  William  Bullock,  June  13, 
1834  (died  Jan.  12,  1904)  ; Ebenezer,  Feb.  16, 
1836;  John  Crane,  Jan.  17,  1838;  Alary  Louisa, 
Feb.  8,  1840;  Sarah  Eliza,  Feb.  ii,  1841;  Samuel 
Alills,  July  4,  1846;  and  Rachel  Ann,  Nov.  13, 
1849. 

Deacon  Tiffany,  after  a most  useful  and  hon- 
ored private  and  public  career,  died  June  4,  1864, 
in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  had  served 
efficiently  as  town  treasurer  from  1823  to  1830,  and 
again  in  1838 ; and  as  town  clerk  from  1836  to  1864, 
inclusive.  At  his  death  the  town  adopted  appro- 
priate resolutions  concerning  his  life  and  public 
services.  Air.  Tiffany  was  an  active  and  zealous 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  served 
it  with  great  fidelity  in  many  official  relations.  He 
was  clerk  of  the  church  from  1830  to  1838 ; a 
deacon  in  1838,  and  from  1843  to  1^5^  1 church 
treasurer  from  1852  to  1861.  He  was  secretary  of 
the  United  Congregational  Society  of  Barrington 
from  1824  to  1837,  and  from  1856  to  186,4,  the  year 
of  his  death;  and  from  1851  to  i860  served  as 
president  of  that  society. 

(VI)  Ebenezer  Tiffany  (4),  son  of  Ebenezer 

(3)  and  Alary  (Rich),  born  Feb.  16,  1836,  mar- 
ried Alay  23,  1865,  Harriet  L.  Goodwin,  of  Alans- 
field,  Alass.  They  had  children  as  follows : George 
Edward,  born  Feb.  ii,  1867  (died  Alarch  6, 
1868)  ; Ebenezer,  April  7,  1869 ; Jessie  Goodwin, 
July  4,  1872.  The  last  is  a teacher,  and  highly 
educated,  having  graduated  from  the  Barrington 
high  school  in  1890,  and  from  Brown  University 
in  1897,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 

Ebenezer  Tiffany  for  some  thirty  and  more 
years  before  his  death  had  carried  on  an  exten- 
sive ice  business  in  Barrington,  obtaining  his  sup- 
ply from  Prince's  Pond,  at  the  foot  of  Prince’s 
Hill.  Deacon  Tiffany  inherited  many  of  the  traits 
of  character  and  integrity  of  his  honored  father 
and  forefathers,  so  many  of  whom  filled  honorable 
positions  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  and  so- 
ciety. He  was  chosen  town  treasurer  in  1874,  and 
served  consecutively  from  that  time  until  his  death, 
a period  of  twenty-five  years.  In  all  his  business 
relations,  both  public  and  private.  Air.  Tiffany  es- 
tablished a reputation  above  reproach.  His  birth- 
place was  at  the  old  Tiffany  homestead  on  the  road 
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known  as  the  “Roffeeroad,”  from  Barrington  to 
Nayatt. 

(VII)  Ebenezer  Tiffany  (5),  born  April  7, 
1869,  was  reared  on  the  Tiffany  homestead,  and 
was  schooled  in  Barrington  and  in  the  high  school 
in  Warren,  under  Lewis  H.  Meader.  He  went  to 
school  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  work  in  the  ice  business  with  his  father,  and 
after  his  father’s  death  he  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness, which  was  started  in  1867,  ^.nd  is  the  oldest 
in  Bristol  county.  Mr.  Tiffany  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  town  matters,  as  a stanch  Republican,  hav- 
ing been  elected  a member  of  the  town  council 
in  1896  and  re-elected  in  1897  and  1898.  At  his 
father’s  death  he  resigned  his  position  in  the  coun- 
cil, by  which  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  uiiexpired 
term  of  his  father,  and  at  the  next  annual  election 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  and  has  been  an- 
nually elected  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  three  of  the  name 
have  held  the  office  of  town  treasurer  since  1822, 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  that  time  the  office 
has  been  held  in  this  family.  Mr.  Tiffany  is  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Barring- 
ton Center.  He  is  a member  of  the  order  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  Rhode  Island  Society. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  POPE,  whose  extensive 
business  interests  gave  him  a wide  acquaintance 
all  through  New  England,  and  a man  whose  large- 
hearted  sympathy  led  him  to  become  the  helper  of 
many  in  trouble,  died  at  his  home  in  Providence 
Eeb.  16,  1907,  and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  torn  in  Enfield,  Mass., 
July  18,  1840,  son  of  Ichabod  and  Serena  (Woods) 
Pope,  the  former  a cotton  goods  manufacturer. 
The  mother  of  Wdlliam  H.  Pope  died  when  he  was 
but  six  years  old. 

Mr.  Pope  received  his  early  education  in  a pri- 
vate school  in  his  native  place,  and  later,  when  he 
came  to  Providence  to  make  his  home  with  an  un- 
cle, he  attended  the  Prospect  street  gram- 
mar school,  subsequently  a private  school, 
and  finally  Scholfield’s  Commercial  School  in 
Providence.  In  1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  he  began  his  business  career.  Enter- 
ing the  employ  of  Gallup  Brothers,  cotton  goods 
manufacturers,  the  head  of  which  firm  was  Albert 
Gallup,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to  learn  the 
manufacturing  business.  Industry  and  intelligence 
soon  won  him  the  recognition  of  those  in  author- 
ity, and  he  rose  rapidly,  in  time  becoming  the  right- 
hand  man  in  the  conduct  of  the  firm’s  business. 
The  years  passed  on,  and  Mr.  Gallup  went  to  New 
York.  In  1871  Mr.  Pope  engaged  in  the  cotton 
brokerage  business  for  himself,  meeting  with  the 
success  that  attends  good  business  ability  and  hon- 
est principles,  and  he  continued  in  this  line  until 
1878.  In  that  year  he  purchased  of  the  Smithfield 
Manufacturing  Company  the  mill  and  village  called 
Allenville,  in  the  town  of  .Smithfield.  The  first 


mill  on  this  site  was  erected  in  1813  by  Gov.  Philip 
Allen.  Mr.  Pope  renamed  the  village  Enfield,  after 
his  birthplace  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  successful 
in  this  venture  from  the  start,  and  from  time  to 
time,  as  business  warranted,  he  added  to  the  equip- 
ment of  the  mill,  and  Enfield  became  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  mill  villages  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
so  managed  his  affairs  that  in  times  when  all  the 
other  mills  were  idle  his  continued  to  run.  He  was 
a shrewd,  far-seeing  business  man,  and  was  strictly 
just  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings.  With  his  em- 
ployes he  was  very  popular,  each* one  looking  on 
him  as  a friend,  and  there  was  never  aivy  strike  in 
his  establishment.  Few  men  have  so  ordered  their 
lives  as  to  merit  the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Pope  was 
rightfully  held.  He  was  kind-hearted  and  charita- 
ble, but  so  retiring  was  his  disposition  that  he 
shrank  from  publicity,  and  it  was  only  when  the 
recipient  told  of  his  benefactions  that  the  public 
gained  the  knowledge.  He  continued  his  manufac- 
turing business  at  Enfield  until  1902,  when  he 
closed  down  the  mill  and  retired  to  devote  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  his  other  interests,  which,  in 
themselves,  were  sufficient  to  make  him  a very  busy 
man.  A few  months  before  his  death  he  disposed 
of  the  mill  and  other  property  at  Enfield. 

For  over  over  forty  years  Mr.  Pope  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley  railroad,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1892,  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Providence  & Springfield  railroad,  holding 
those  offices  until  the  roads  were  absorbed  by  the 
Consolidated  road.  For  over  twentv  years  he  was 
a director  in  the  National  Exchange  Bank.  For 
a long  time  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Union 
Railroad  Company,  at  one  time  being  the  largest 
individual  stockholder.  He  was  a director  in  the 
Providence  Telephone  Company,  and  from  its  organ- 
ization was  a director  in  the  Providence  Dry  Dock 
Company.  He  also  was  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  serving  as  a director  in  1884.  Mr.  Pope  for 
several  years  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Windham  Manufacturing  Company,  Willimantic, 
Conn.,  of  which  the  late  Robert  Watson  was  presi- 
dent, and  for  a time  served  as  secretary  of  the  Prov- 
idence Press  Company,  publishing  the  Morning 
^tar  and  Evening  Press,  after  its  reorganization 
in  1880.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a Republican, 
but  while  always  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party  he  never  cared  for  any  official  position. 

Mr.  Pope  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Narragansett  Boat  Club,  and  was  particularly  fond 
of  boating ; he  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Squantum  Association,  and  served  on  'the  executive 
committee : a member  of  the  Commercial  Club ; a 
member  of  the  old  S.  B.  Club,  resigning  in  1869, 
when  it  became  the  LMion  Club ; a member  of  the 
Home  Market  Club  of  Boston  ; and  of  the  Hope 
Club,  serving  for  four  years  as  treasurer  and  from 
1885  to  1891  as  a member  of  the  board  of  governors 
of  the  latter.  He  was  at  one  time  a member  of 
Corinthian  Lodge  of  Masons.  Mr.  Pope  made 
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many  friends  and  retained  them,  and  was,  himself, 
most  loyal  as  a friend.  He  found  his  greatest  en- 
joyment in  his  home,  and  there  he  delighted  to  wel- 
come all  who  knew  him.  His  religious  connection 
was  with  Central  Congregational  Church. 

On  Sept.  27,  1888,  Mr.  Pope  was  married,  in 
Barrington,  R.  I.,  to  Katherine  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Robertson. 

On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Pope’s  death  a friend 
wrote  the  following: 

“It  seems  fitting  and  proper  that  one  who  knew 
him  so  long  and  intimately  should  write  something 
of  the  career  and  character  of  the  late  William  H. 
Pope,  who  so  long  occupied  an  office  in  Market 
Square.  * * But  it  is  of  the  peculiar  character  of  Mr. 
Pope  I wish  to  speak.  He  was  of  a dual  nature — 
in  some  respects  he  remained  a boy.  This  side  of 
him  he  inherited  from  his  father  and  grandfather, 
who  were  both  of  them  personifications  of  kindness. 
The  other  side  of  the  man  was  from  the  mother, 
who  was  the  sister  of  Josiah  Woods,  of  Enfield, 
Mass.,  well  known  in  western  Massachusetts  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  beneficent  business 
men  of  that  section,  having  among  his  other  bene- 
factions given  the  Woods  Library  to  Amberst  Col- 
lege. Rut  it  is  of  his  personal  nature  I wish  to 
speak.  Who  of  all  that  went  to  him  for  advice  was 
•ever  disappointed  in  the  final  outcome?  Under  an 
impatient  manner  and  an  air  of  desire  of  being  rid 
•of  the  whole  subject  were  bidden  a careful  listening 
and  interest,  and  in  a day  or  so  there  came  from 
him  an  opinion  vested  in  cautious  language.  If  it 
was  a recommendation,  ’twas  well  to  follow  it ; if 
a warning,  ’twas  equally  well  to  heed  it.  Of  his 
boyish,  generous  nature  how  many  of  us  remember 
his  open  hand  and  his  heartfelt  sympathy  ?” 

PECKHAiM*^  (Newport  county).  For  hun- 
dreds of  years  beginning  with  the  time  of  John  de 
Peckham,  1191,  this  was  a conspicuous  name  in 
England.  It  begins  in  this  country  in  1638  asso- 
ciated with  the  founders  of  this  Commonwealth. 
The  founder  of  the  family  here  and  his  sons  be- 
came, prior  to  1700,  very  extensive  land  holders. 
They  were  first  among  the  proprietors  of  the  Pet- 
taquamscott  purchase  in  1660;  second,  in  the  Wes- 
terly purchase  in  i66r ; third  in  the  East  Green- 
wich purchase  in  1677.  These  tracts  reached  across 
Southern  Rhode  Island,  where  the  original  settle- 
ment was  made.  Soon  after  the  first  settlement  of 
Rhode  Island  the  Peckhams  built  a house  in  1640, 
which  stood  200  years,  and  in  which  six  generations 
of  Peckhams  were  born.  Their  purchases  also  ex- 
tended into  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  to  the  Acushnet 
river,  where  a part  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford  now 
stands.  The  great-grandchildren  of  John  Peckham 
were  among  the  settlers  of  Stonington  and  other 
towns  in  eastern  Connecticut ; Westerly,  Charles- 
town, Hopkinton,  North  and  South  Kingstown, 
East  Greenwich,  Scituate,  Glocester,  Providence, 
Jamestown,  Newport,  Middletown,  Portsmouth, 


Tiverton  and  Little  Compton,  R.  I. ; and  Dart- 
mouth, Westport,  New  Bedford,  Rehoboth  and 
Petersham,  Mass.  The  succeeding  generations  mi- 
grated to  Dorchester  county  and  central  New  York. 
From  this  race  came  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
some  able  men,  among  them  the  late  Hon.  Francis 
Baring  Peckham,  of  Newport,  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  his  profession,  a man  known  to  have 
twice  declined  the  place  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  Hon.  Rufus  \V’.  Peckham,  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  a former  representative  in  the 
United  States  Congress,  and  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York;  and  Hon.  William  Peckham, 
Chief  Justice  of  Washington  county,  this  State, 
from  1835  to  1841,  Legislator,  etc. 

In  the  genealogy  that  follows,  which  particu- 
larly treats  of  the  ancestry  as  well  as  the  posterity 
of  the  late  Felix  Peckham,  who  during  his  life 
was  one  of  Newport  County’s  leading  and  highly 
respected  citizens,  is  given  in  chronological  order, 
the  Roman  numerals  indicating  generations  from 
the  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Peckham  appears  in  Newport,  R.  L, 
in  1638.  He  had  lands  allotted  him  along  with 
those  of  William  Freeman,  John  Coggeshall,  and 
others  who  were  the  first  settlers  of  the  island  of 
xA.quidneck  in  1638,  where  on  May  20th  his  name 
is  on  a list  of  those  who  were  admitted  inhabitants 
of  Newport.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1641. 
In  1648  he  was  one  of  the  ten  male  members  of  the 
first  Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  in  full  communion. 
His  residence  was  in  that  part  of  Newport  that 
afterward  became  Middletown.  Mr.  Peckham 
was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Mary  Clarke,  and 
(second)  to  Eleanor,  whose  surname  is  unknown. 
His  children  were : John,  Thomas,  and  William, 
born  probably  to  the  first  marriage ; and  the  fol- 
lowing to  the  second:  Rebecca,  Stephen,  James, 
Clement,  Deborah,  Phebe,  Elizabeth,  Susannah  and 
Sarah. 

(H)  William  Peckham,  son  of  John  the  emi- 
grant. was  born  in  1647,  married  (first)  Su- 
sannah or  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  Clarke. 
Mr.  Peckham  lived  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1696-98.  He 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Newport,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first 
Baptist  minister  ordained  on  the  Continent,  and  he 
was  the  fourth  pastor  of  this  church.  His  second 
wife  was  Phebe,  daughter  of  William  Weeden.  She 
died  in  Middletown  in  1745.  His  children  born  to 
the  first  marriage  were : William,  born  Aug.  30; 
1675  ; Samuel ; Mary ; Phebe  and  Deborah. 

(HI)  Samuel  Peckham,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
Weeden,  and  lived  in  Middletown,  R.  1.  He  died 
in  1757.  Their  children  were  Phoebe,  born  June 
21,  1715:  Elizabeth,  Feb.  6,  1717:  Samuel,  Oct.  7, 
1719:  James,  Nov.  13,  1821;  Mary,  April  13, 
1723;  Freelove,  Dec.  30,  1725;  and  William,  1727. 

(IV)  William  Peckham,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
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1727,  married  Oct.  5,  1758,  Sarah,  born  Oct.  24, 
1731,  daughter  of  Joshua  Peckham,  and  they  re- 
sided in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  a large 
land  owner,  and  extensively  engaged  in  farming. 
Their  children  were:  Joshua,  born  June  18,  1759; 
Augustus,  Jan.  6,  1761;  Felix;  William;  William 
(2)  ; and  Gideon,  born  in  1782. 

(V) 'Felix  Peckham,  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
Peckham,  was  born  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  July  21, 
1763.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  town, 
and  was  a large  land  owner,  an  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  an  active  force  in  the  progress 
of  the  community.  On  Nov.  19,  1786,  he  married 
Tryphena  Stockman,  daughter  of  Jacob  Stockman, 
of  Middletown,  and  she  died  Feb.  16,  1851,  the 
mother  of  eleven  children  as  follows : Nancy, 
born  Sept.  3,  1787;  Hannah,  Oct.  17,  1788;  Abner, 
April  5,  1790;  Samuel  S.,  Aug.  27,  1792;  Tryphena, 
June  20,  1794;  Mary  April  25,  1796;  Margaret  P., 
Aug.  29,  1798;  Felix,  June  9,  1800;  Dorcas,  Dec. 
2,  1802  (died  Nov.  3,  1805)  ; Eliza  AI.,  Alarch  7, 
1805;  and  Charles,  July  23,  1807. 

h'elix  Peckham  was  a man  of  remarkable  physi- 
cal health  and  mental  strength.  As  to  the  former 
there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  his  employment  of 
a physician  in  his  own  behalf.  His  strong  religious 
faith  was  evidenced  by  his  connection  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport  for  a period  of 
about  sixty  years.  This  was  but  an  illustration  of 
the  regularity  and  consistency  of  his  other  habits, 
which  gained  for  him  the  substantial  respect  of  his 
church  and  the  community  at  large.  On  all  sub- 
jects he  was  an  independent  and  positive  thinker, 
and  distinguished  for  careful  observation,  prudent 
foresight  and  great  perseverance.  His  entire  life 
was  the  strongest  possible  proof  that  his  religious 
professions  were  deeply  sincere  and  conscientious. 
A marked  trait  of  his  religious  character  was  his 
childlike  tendencies  joined  to  his  manly  firmness. 
His  heart  was  tenderly  alive  to  the  objects  of  Chris- 
tian faith,  and  he  could  seldom  speak  of  God’s 
mercy  to  himself  without  tears.  No  man  could 
hand  down  to  his  posterity  a cleaner,  better  record, 
where  every  efifori  was  for  the  betterment  and  ele- 
vation of  his  fellowmen.  Air.  Peckham  died  in 
Aliddletown,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years. 

(VI)  Felix  PECKn.\M,  Jr.,  son  of  Felix  and 
Tryphena  ( Stockman)  Peckham,  was  born  in  Alid- 
dletown, R.  L,  June  9,  1800.  After  securing  a good 
education  in  his  native  town,  he  then  engaged  in 
successful  farming  until  1846,  when  he  removed  to 
Newport  to  enter  the  business  field.  In  association 
with  Caswell,  Alassey  & Co.,  he  erected  the  large 
block  at  the  corner  of  Thames  and  Church  streets, 
known  as  the  Narragansett  building,  and  in  his 
half  of  the  building  opened  a store,  having  as  a 
partner  his  nephew,  A.  Judson  Ward.  The  trade 
embraced  books,  stationery,  music,  pianos  and  or- 
gans, and  in  these  lines  the  business  was  success- 


fully conducted  until  within  a short  time  of  Air. 
Peckham’s  death.  He  also  dealt  extensively  in 
real  estate,  among  the  other  improvements  which 
he  inaugurated  being  the  opening  of  a portion  of 
Everett  street  as  a public  thoroughfare.  For  a 
number  of  years  prior  to  his  death  Air.  Peckham 
was  a director  and  vice-president  of  the  National 
Exchange  Bank,  of  Newport. 

Like  his  father.  Air.  Peckham  possessed  a large 
fund  of  perseverance  and  shrewdness,  based  on 
solid  merit,  the  result  being  that  his  business  en- 
terprises met  with  deserved  success,  and  that  with 
the  years  he  gathered  a goodly  competence.  Being 
also  conservative  and  conscientious  his  success  was 
substantial  and  above  criticism.  He  was  affection- 
ate and  wisely  indulgent,  both  as  husband  and  fa- 
ther, warmly  devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  and 
his  domestic  life  was  cheerful  and  harmonious.  In 
his  early  life  while  a resident  of  his  native  town. 
Air.  Peckham  was  a member  of  the  State  militia, 
and  on  June  29,  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of 
age  was  commissioned  captain  of  the  First  Com- 
pany of  Alilitia,  of  Aliddletown,  serving  thus  for 
several  years.  Originally  a Whig,  on  the  birth  of 
the  Republican  party  he  entered  its  ranks,  and,  al- 
though he  had  no  ambition  for  public  office,  for 
several  years  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Alid- 
dletown. He  was  also,  for  a number  of  years,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  New- 
port Asylum.  Air.  Peckham  was  a devout  member 
and  a liberal  supporter  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Newport,  of  which  his  father  was  a sturdy  pillar 
for  more  than  half  a century.  His  death  occurred 
in  Newport  July  12,  1879. 

On  May  26,  1833,  Felix  Peckham,  Jr.,  was  mar- 
ried (first)  to  Esther  Peckham,  daughter  of  Augus- 
tus and  Esther  (Pratt)  Peckham,  of  Aliddletown, 
and  she  died  Aug.  21,  1846,  in  Newport.  To  their 
union  were  born  the  following  children : ( i ) 

Esther  Pratt,  born  Eeb.  9,  1835,  married  Levi 
Johnson,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  died  in  New- 
port, Sept.  22,  1897.  (2)  Felix  Augustus,  a por- 

trait and  landscape  painter  and  a man  of  noble 
character,  died  unmarried  in  Newport,  Jan.  31, 
1876.  On  Aug.  6,  1847,  Air.  Peckham  married 
(second)  Sarah  Peckham,  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
both  being  his  cousins.  She  died  April  5, 
1862,  without  issue.  Mr.  Peckham  was  married 
(third)  June  22,  1864,  to  Mary  Josephine  Young, 
born  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Edward  B. 
and  Lucretia  AI.  (Erick)  Young,  of  Windham, 
Conn.  To  the  third  union  were  born  four  children 
as  follows:  Alary  Josephine,  Aug.  27,  1865  (died 
Aug.  9,  1866)  ; Antoinette  Storrs,  Oct.  17,  1867 
(is  living  unmarried  at  home)  ; Edward  Stockman, 
May  23,  1871 ; and  Harold  Abner,  Sept.  17,  1873, 
Airs.  Peckham  is  spending  her  widowhood  at  New- 
port, happy  in  the  affectionate  interest  which  she 
takes  in  her  children,  and  honored  as  an  active 
member  of  various  charitable  organizations  and  a 


RHODE  ISLAND 


251 


supporter  of  all  good  projects  designed  for  the  ad- 
vancement  of  the  community,  or  the  relief  of  the 
unfortunate. 

(VII)  Edward  Stockman  Peckham,  elder 
son  of  the  late  Felix  and  Mary  J.  (Young) 
Peckham,  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  L,  May  23, 
1871.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Rogers  high  school  of  that  city,  leaving  the  lat- 
ter at  the  age  of  eighteen.  After  being  employed 
for  three  years  as  a clerk  by  the  late  William  J. 
Swinburne,  proprietor  of  a coal  and  wood  business, 
he  continued  in  the  same  capacity  with  Mr.  Swin- 
burne’s successor,  the  late  Abram  Almy,  until 
1901.  He  then  founded  an  independent  business 
in  that  line  by  purchasing  the  interests  of  Brown 
& Howard,  and  by  his  energetic,  enterprising  and 
progressive  methods  developed  his  present  flour- 
ishing establishment. 

Mr.  Peckham  has  served  the  flnancial  institu- 
tions of  Newport  in  an  official  capacity  for  several 
years,  being  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank,  and  also  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Island  Savings  Bank.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Newport  Natural  History  So- 
ciety, and  was  a charter  member  of  the  Mian- 
tonomi  Club,  of  Newport.  In  political  faith  Mr. 
Peckham  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  fa- 
ther and  grandfather, ‘being  a stanch  Republican, 
but  only  a worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  He 
is  an  attendant  and  generous  supporter . of  the 
United  Congregational  Church,  with  which  his  wife 
is  also  connected. 

Edward  S.  Peckham  was  married  Jan.  21,  1897, 
to  Miss  Annie  Newton  Stevens,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  and  Annie  Weaver  (Cole)  Stevens, 
of  Newport,  and  to  them  has  come  one  son.  Stock- 
man  Cole  Peckham,  born  Dec.  15,  1897. 

(VH)  Harold  Abner  Peckham,  younger  son 
of  the  late  Felix  and  Mary  J.  (Young)  Peckham, 
was  born  in  Newport  Sept.  17,  1873.  He  passed 
through  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  was  a stu- 
dent in  the  Rogers  high  school  for  three  years,  and 
graduated  from  Chauncey  Hall,  the  well-known 
preparatory  school  in  Boston,  in  1892.  Later  he 
spent  one  year  at  the  institute  of  Technology,  and 
after  a few  months’  experience  as  an  insurance 
clerk  with  John  C.  Page,  of  Boston,  he  returned 
to  Newport.  In  August,  1895,  Mr.  Peckham 
formed  a partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Al- 
bert C.  Landers,  Jr.,  and,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Landers  & Peckham,  purchased  the  business  of  A. 
A.  Hunt  & Co.,  dealers  in  butter,  eggs,  coffee,  teas 
and  farm  and  dairy  products.  The  location  of  the 
store  is  at  No.  142  Thames  street,  and  the  marked 
success  of  the  enterprise  has  been  largely  due  to  Mr. 
Peckham’s  unvarying  courtesy  and  business  acu- 
men. 

Like  his  ancestors  and  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  his  family  Mr.  Peckham  is  a Republican, 
earnest  in  his  support  of  party  principles,  but  he 


has  never  sought  public  office.  In  January,  1905, 
he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  on  the  personal 
staff  of  Gov.  George  H.  Utter,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel.  In  1906,  at  the  first  election  held  under 
the  new  charter  granted  the  City  of  Newport,  CoL 
Peckham  was  elected  a member  of  the  representa- 
tive council  from  the  Second  ward  for  the  two-year 
term.  Col.  Peckham’s  affability  and  cordiality 
have  made  him  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in. 
the  State,  and  his  business  ability  is  bringing  him 
into  the  ranks  of  its  prosperous  citizens.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,^ 
Royal  Arcanum;  and  Weenat  Shassit  Tribe,  No. 
6,  I.  O.  R.  M.  He  was  also  a charter  member  of 
the  Miantonomi  Club,  of  Newport.  He  attends 
the  United  Congregational  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a member. 

On  June  ii,  1896,  Col.  Peckh&m  was  married 
to  Sarah  Perry  Landers,  daughter  of  Col.  Albert 
C.  Landers,  of  Newport.  They  have  one  son,  Har- 
old Landers  Peckham,  born  June  12,  1897. 

PETER  KING  is  not  only  one  of  New- 
port’s best  known  and  honorable  citizens,  but  as 
well  one  of  that  city’s  most  successful  business  men, 
one  whose  start  in  life  was  his  own  energy  and 
perseverance.  These  traits,  combined  with  a natural 
business  acumen,  have  long  since  secured  for  him 
a position  of  affluence,  and  caused  “The  Boston 
Store,”  of  which  corporation  he  is  president,  to 
become  the  best  known  in  its  line  in  Newport 
county,  and  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  Mr.  King  is  descended  from  an  an- 
cient Scottish  clan.  His  grandfather,  James  King, 
was  a farmer  in  his  native  land.  He  died  in  middle 
life,  the  father  of  several  children,  among  them 
being  James  King,  Jr. 

James  King,  Jr.,  after  learning  the  trade  of 
mason,  later  engaged  in  contracting,  in  which  line 
of  work  he  was  fairly  successful.  The  last  work 
he  did  was  the  building  of  Duntreath  Castle,  owned 
by  Sir  Archibald  Edmonston.  Mr.  King  always 
took  an  active  part  in  religious  matters,  and  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Independent  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  married  Marion  Gilcrist,  who 
died  in  Scotland  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  his 
death  having  occurred  previously  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five.  To  them  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Marion,  who  married  John  Calderhead,  and  is  re- 
siding in  Scotland;  James,  who  succeeded  to  his 
father’s  business  and  died  in  Scotland,  unmarried ; 
Margaret,  who  married  Walter  Hamilton,  and  re- 
sides in  Scotland;  Peter;  and  Janet,  who  married 
William  Christie,  and  resides  in  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Peter  King  was  born  June  5,  1852,  in  Stirling- 
shire, Scotland,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of 
age.  Leaving  school  he  went  to  Glasgow,  where 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  establishment 
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•of  William  Simpson  & Co.,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  for  four  years,  and  where  he  developed 
the  penchant  for  business  which  later  carried  him 
to  such  high  position  in  the  world  of  commerce.  He 
then, engaged  with  James  Daly  & Co.,  another  large 
dry  goods  house  in  Glasgow,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  one  year.  It  v/as  while  engaged  at  his 
duties  here  that  he  attracted  the  attention  of  an 
agent  of  the  dry  goods  house  of  Callendar,  Mc- 
Auslan  & Troup,  proprietors  of  “The  Boston 
■Store,”  at  Providence,  P»..  1.  This  gentleman  made 
him  a proposition  to  enter  this  firm’s  employ  at 
Providence,  and  in  1871  Mr.  King  set  sail  for 
America.  He  remained  some  five  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  “The  Boston  Store,”  at  Providence,  be- 
coming thoroughly  versed  in  the  conduct  of  busi- 
ness on  a large  scale.  With  his  meagre  savings  he 
now  determined  to  establish  a business  for  himself, 
and  after  looking  over  the  neighboring  cities,  he 
finally  decided  to  locate  in  Newport.  Not  having 
sufficient  capital  of  his  own,  he  laid  his  plan  before 
Angus  MacLeod,  a fellow-clerk,  of  ambitious  dis- 
position, and  with  a combined  capital  of  less  than 
$1,000  they  opened  “The  Boston  Store”  at  New- 
port, in  the  fall  of  1877.  From  a very  small  be- 
ginning their  business  has  steadily  grown  to  large 
proportions,  until  now  their  store  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  State.  In  1896  “The  King-MacLeod 
Company”  was  incorporated  with  a capitalization 
of  $100,000,  under  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island, 
with  the  following  officers  : Peter  King,  president ; 
Angus  MacLeod,  treasurer ; Robert  Morley,  sec- 
retary ; and  D.  L.  MacLarren,  superintendent. 

Since  coming  to  Newport  Mr.  King  has  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  city 
and"  has  become  prominently  identified  with  its 
financial  institutions.  He  is  a director  and  has  been 
vice-president  of  the  Aquidneck  National  Bank,  of 
which  July  22,  1907,  he  was  elected  president  to 
succeed  the  late  Lewis  L.  Simmons.  He  is  a trus- 
tee of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Newport ; a trustee  of 
the  Newport  Hospital;  he  is  also  vice-president  of 
the  Joliet  Dry  Goods  Company,  of  Joliet,  111.,  a 
branch  of  “The  Boston  Store,”  of  Newport,  estab- 
lished by  the  King-MacLeod  Company  in  1891. 

Mr.  King  is  a Mason,  holding  membership  in  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ; Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; DeBlois  Chapter,  No. 
5,  R.  & S.  M. : and  Washington  Commandery,  No. 
4,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a member  of  Coro- 
net Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum ; and  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Society,  Order  of  Scottish  Clans.  His 
religious  life  is  equally  active,  he  being  a member  of 
St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has 
served  for  several  years  as  Senior  Warden,  and  he 
has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  church  for- a number 
of  years.  Mr.  King  has  also  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  director  for  a number  of 
years,  and  he  is  interested  in  the  Army  and  Navy 


Branch  of  the  Association  in  Newport,  of  which  he 
is  chairman  of  the  board  of  managers.  In  political 
faith  Mr.  King  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  is  a 
firm  believer  in  good  government. 

Mr.  King  was  married  Sept.  5,  1876,  to  Miss 
Martha  Murdock,  daughter  of  William  Murdock, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  who  is  also  of  Scottish  descent, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  James  Murdock,  born  Oct.  2,  1877,  was 

graduated  from  the  Rogers  high  school  of  New- 
port class  of  1896,  and  is  now  the  general  man- 
ager of  the  Joliet  Dry  Goods  Company.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sallie  E.  Tobey,  of  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  and 
they  had  one  daughter,  Janet  Tobey,  who  died  in 
infancy.  (2)  Hamilton  Theodore,  born  April  2, 
1880,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Medical  School 
in  June,  1904,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  after 
about  a year’s  practice  in  the  Newport  Hospital,  in 
1906,  he  took  up  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion in  Joliet,  111.  He  married  Miss  Josephine  B. 
Coggeshall,  of  Newport.  (3)  Annie  Marion  grad- 
uated from  Smith  College  in  the  class  of  1905.  (4) 
Eliza  Janet  is  a graduate  of  the  Rogers  high  school 
of  Newport.  (5)  Margaret  Josephine  is  a student 
at  Smith  College,  class  of  1908.  (6)  Martha  Vic- 

toria is  attending  the  Rogers  high  school.  (7) 
Roberta  Gilcrist,  (8)  Lynette,  and  (9)  Peter, 
Jr.,  are  attending  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  King  is  essentially  a self-made  man,  having 
risen  to  the  position  he  now  occupies  in  the  busi- 
ness and  social  world  by  his  straight-forwardness 
and  industry.  His  business  career  has  been  of  that 
clean-cut,  wholesome  character  which  makes  him  a 
worthy  example  to  the  rising  and  ambitious  young 
man  of  to-day. 

HON.  WILLIAM  J.  .SWINBURNE,  son  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Swinburne  and  Charlotte  Sterling 
Tew,  his  wife,  was  born  Jan.  23,  1822,  at  Newport, 
R.  1.  Through  his  mother  he  was  descended  from 
Capt.  W'illiam  Tew  of  the  Continental  army,  and 
by  virtue  of  this  kinship  he  became  a member  of 
the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age, 
leaving  a widow  and  two  sons.  William,  the 
younger  of  these,  was  educated  in  the  private 
schools  of  Newport  until  in  1836  he  went  to  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  where  he  had  relatives,  and  there  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  was  passed  until  1846, 
when  he  joined  the  United  States  army  and  went  to 
the  front  in  the  Mexican  war.  In  that  campaign 
he  held  a commission  as  second  lieutenant  of  the 
Erontane  Picket  Guard,  and  was  present  at  the 
battles  of  Palo  Alto,  Matamoros,  Vera  Cruz  and 
Cerra  Gordo.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  his  native  place  and  engaged  in  the  coal  business, 
in  which  he  continued  for  forty  years,  until  declin- 
ing health  and  advanced  years  forced  him  to  retire 
from  it,  in  Eebruary,  1893. 

Mr.  Swinburne  married  Jan.  30,  1851,  Miss 
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Mary  Ann  Monk,  ot  Thomaston,  Maine.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Mr.  Robinson  Monk,  of  that  place, 
who  claimed  descent  from  the  family  of  Monks  of 
England,  of  whom  the  celebrated  Gen.  George 
l\Ionk,  of  Cromwell’s  time,  was  a member.  Of  the 
nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swinburne  but 
one  survived  the  period  of  infancy,  a daughter, 
Elizabeth  Humphrey  Swinburne. 

In  1855  Mr.  Swinburne  was  elected  tnayor  of 
Newport  and  re-elected  in  1856,  exhibiting  much 
energy  and  good  judgment  in  the  execution  of  the 
duties  of  this  office.  In  politics  he  was  ever  a stanch 
Republican,  and  it  was  he  who  issued  the  first  call 
for  a meeting  of  Republicans  to  form  a local  or- 
ganization in  Newport  in  1855.  He  was  elected  to 
the  Rhode  Island  House  of  Representatives  from 
1886  to  1888,  and  was  always  a faithful  guardian 
of  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  For  fifteen  years 
he  served  his  city  as  a member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee, and  in  that  capacity  always  counseled  for  a 
broader  education  and  fuller  means  of  acquiring  it, 
his  conviction  being  that  the  public  school  system 
was  one  of  the  corner-stones  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation. 

In  the  early  days,  before  the  fire  department  be- 
came a paid  service,  Mr.  Swinburne  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Volunteer  Corps. 

He  was  a good  citizen,  an  affectionate  husband 
and  father  and  faithful  friend.  He  was  successful 
in  his  business,  and  possessed  much  natural  ability. 
He  was  frank  and  outspoken  in  his  opinions,  and 
always  guided  by  a desire  to  be  fair  and  square  in 
all  his  dealings. 

Though  an  invalid  during  the  last  few  years  of 
his  life  he  was  able  to  be  about  the  house  until  the 
day  before  he  died.  He  became  unconscious  in  the 
night  and  his  spirit  passed  in  the  early  morning  of 
Sept.  19,  1897.  De  was  buried  from  the  Channing 
Memorial  Church,  which  he  had  attended  for  many 
years. 

/SAMUEL  BEAUMONT  SEGAR,  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  as  well  as  the  oldest  business 
man,  in  Westerly,  was  a representative  of  an  old 
Rhode  Island  family.  Mr.  Segar  had  a long,  hon- 
orable and  successful  business  career,  and,  notwith- 
standing his  advanced  age,  was  a remarkably  well 
preserved  man.  He  died  Sept.  2,  1907. 

(I)  The  early  history  of  the  Segar  family  is 
well  authenticated  by  the  noted  writers  IMessrs. 
Savage  and  Austin,  together  with  the  will  of  John 
Segar,  probated  Nov.  19,  1753,  in  Book  5,  town 
records  of  South  Kingstown,  wherein  he  speaks  of 
his  father,  John  Segar,  in  leaving  him  certain  lands. 
The  first  mention  of  the  'Segar  family  in 
New  England  appears  in  the  writings  of 
Mr.  Savage  when  he  speaks  of  William  and 
Thomas  Segar,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  as 
brothers  and  as  freemen  of  the  town;  also  of  (H) 
Richard  Segar,  as  the  son  of  William,  and  the 


father  of  John,  who  purchased  land  in  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  in  1696,  but  the  deed  was  not  entered  for 
record  until  Dec.  22,  1707.  The  said  purchase- 
contained  200  acres  more  or  less.  The  farm  in. 
question  was  first  bought  by  Joseph  Clark  of. 
Westerly,  from  Benedict  Arnold,  who  was  one  of 
the  seven  purchasers  of  what  was  known  as  the 
Pettaquamscutt  purchase,  and  who  were  the  first 
owners  of  the  soil,  from  the  Indian  chiefs.  Joseph. 
Clark  transferred  to  John  Segar  on  the  same  day 
that  said  Clark  bought  of  Benedict  Arnold,  deeds 
being  found  from  Arnold  to  Clark  in  Book  H,  page 
1 13,  and  from  Clark  to  Segar  in  Book  H,  page  115, 
consideration  being  sixty-five  pounds.  Probably  in 
the  year  1708  John  Segar  built  upon  his  purchase, 
and  located  nearly  in  the  center  close  to  the  Sewell 
line,  now  on  the  farm  of  William  B.  Weeden. . The 
old  cellar  is  still  in  evidence,  also  the  well  is  there, 
and  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  people,  there 
were  two  button-wood  trees  standing  upon  the 
Sewell  line  a few  rods  south  of  the  present  school, 
house.  The  road  leading  from  the  beach  to  the 
Post  road  passes  between  the  cellar  and  the  Sewell, 
line.  The  home  has  been  gone  about  100  years. 
The  house  known  as  the  Segar  homestead  in  this 
age,  was  built  by  John  Segar  for  his  son,  John 
Segar,  Jr.,  who  married  Alice  Hull,  March  i,  1708,. 
and  was  located  about  one-half  mile  southeast  of 
the  first  mentioned  house,  and  upon  the  banks  of 
the  pond,  now  called  Segar’s  Cove.  The  second 
house  was  burned  in  February,  1903,  after  it  had 
stood  about  195  years. 

y(HI)  John  Segar,  Seger,  Seeger,  etc.,  son  of 
Richard,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  1650,  was  of  Newport 
and  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  taxed  in  1680.  He 
was  made  a freeman  in  1701.  He  purchased  a 
large  body  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Matunuck,  in 
South  Kingstown,  upon  which  his  descendants 
lived  for  four  generations.  He  died  in  1737  and 
was  buried  upon  the  north  side  of  his  farm,  now 
being  the  property  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Browning. 

JIV)  John  Segar  (2),  born  May  3,  1684,  in 
Newport,  R.  L,  was  of  Newport  and  South  Kings- 
town, R.  1.  He  died  in  October,  1753.  On  March 
I,  1708,  he  married  Alice  Hull,  daughter  of  John 
and  Alice  Teddeman  Hull,  the  latter  a daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  Teddeman,  Admiral  of  the  British 
Navy.  Alice  (Hull)  Segar  was  born  .in  1692,  and 
married  when  but  sixteen,  coming  at  that  young 
age  to  live  in  what  was  called  the  wilderness  of 
Kings  Town.  She  became  the  mother  of  fourteen 
children:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1709;  Sarah,  1710; 
John,  1712;  Mary,  1715;  Alice,  1717;  Judith,  1719; 
Susannah,  1720;  Experience,  1722;  Joseph,  1723; 
Abigail,  1726;  Samuel,  1728;  Hannah,  1725;  Eliza- 
beth (2),  1729;  and  Bersheba,  1732.  The  will  of 
John  Segar  was  probated  Nov.  19,  1753.  Several 
farms  were  willed  to  his  sons  and  daughters.  His 
personal  inventory  consisted  of  large  stocks  of 
horses  and  cattle  upon  his  farms,  which  were 
divided  among  his  children,  also  Colonial  scrip 


254 


RHODE  ISLAND 


and  notes  amounting  to  six  thousand  pounds.  To 
Joseph,  his  executor,  he  gave  a mulatto  girl, 
called  Peg ; to  Samuel,  his  negro  boy  called 
Prince ; to  Mary,  his  negro  woman  called  Gene. 

(V)  Joseph  Segar,  born  Sept.  26,  1723,  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  died  March  3,  1788.  On 
Feb.  24,  1750,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Mary  Taylor,  of  South  Kingstown,  and 
there  were  born  to  them  six  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters: Alice,  born  in  1752;  Joseph,  1754;  John,  1757; 
Thomas,  1759;  Mary,  1761;  William,  1763;  Nancy, 
1766,  married  Lieut.  Gov.  Samuel  J.  Potter  ; Samuel 
1768;  Benjamin,  1770;  Elizabeth,  1773;  and  Sarah, 
1777.  Joseph  Segar  received  from  his  father  the 
\\hlliam  Champlin  farm,  now  the  estate  of  Deacon 
Job  Clark  and  others.  The  graves  of  Joseph  and  his 
family  are  still  on  this  farm  a few  rods  north  of 
the,  house. 

»/  (VI)  John  Segar,  son  of  Joseph,  and  grand- 
father of  Samuel  B.  Segar,  was  born  in  Kingstown, 
R.  I.  He  married  Nov.  ii,  1785,  Abagail  Bray- 
ton,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Brayton, 
of  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 

y (VII)  John  Segar,  son  of  John,  born  Nov. 
15,  1788,  In  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  died  Dec.  13, 
1836,  aged  forty-eight  years.  He  married  Lucy 
Beaumont,  born  Nov.  5,  1788,  in  Lebanon,  Conn., 
and  she  died  May  4,  1861,  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Samuel  B..  in  Westerly,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
Their  children  were:  John  I.,  born  Sept.  27,  1818, 
died  aged  twenty-one  years ; Samuel  Beaumont, 
born  Jan.  17,  1820;  Abigail  B.,  born  Jan.  13,  1822, 
died  March  6,  1851,  married  Edwin  Allen,  of 
Windham,  Conn.,  and  had  one  son,  Clinton  L.  Allen, 
of  Mystic;  Joseph  D.,  born  March  15,  1825,  died 
Jan.  II,  1861;  William,  of  Ware,  Mass.,  born 
Sept.  16,  1830;  Mary  L.,  born  Aug.  18,  1834,  died 
Nov.  13,  1856.  John  Segar  was  a justice  of 
the  peace  and  a clerk  of  the  court. 

(VHI)  Samuel  Beaumont  Segar  was  born  Jan. 
17,  1820,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  attended 
school  there.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  went 
to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  there  attended  school  for 
two  or  three  years.  He  worked  on  a farm  until  he 
was  twenty  years  old,  and  from  1843  for  eight 
years  peddled  goods  on  the  road.  In  1851  he  be- 
gan keeping  house,  in  Westerly.  For  twenty-one 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  with  Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  but  in  1867, 
he  retired  from  that  business,  and  engaged  in  the 
coal  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death, 
at  which  time  he  was  the  oldest  business  man  in 
Westerly.  He  also  bought  land,  and  for  some 
years  engaged  in  selling  and  dealing  in  stock. 

Mr.  Segar  was  twice  married.  On  Jan.  i.  1849, 
in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  he  married  Charity  Kenyon, 
daughter  of  Benedict  Kenyon.  She  died  April  3, 
1861.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Charles  E., 

born  Aug.  17,  1852,  married  (first)  Alice  Scofield, 
and  lives  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  Their  children  were: 


Ida,  deceased;  Walter,  born  Dec.  14,  1877;  and| 
Clara,  deceased.  He  married  (second)  Eda  War-! 
burton,  and  they. , have  two  children : Effie  and 
Thelma.  (2)  liia,  born  Feb.  8,  1854,  died  Aug.  25, 
1866,  aged  twelve  and  one-half  years.  (3)  J. 
Frank,  born  Feb.  15,  1856,  married  Ella  F. 
Vaughn,  and  had  two  children : Sam  V.  died  aged 
two  years ; and  Ilva,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  (4)  James  Samuel,  born  June  16,  1858,  re- 
sides in  Westerly.  (5)  Abbie,  born  March  30,  1861, 
married  Edward  H.  Bulfum,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Mary  L.,  Elizabeth  B.,  Margaret  S.  and 
Helen  Louise.  Samuel  B.  Segar  married  (second) 
Alzada  Southwick  Chappell,  who  died  Jan.  25, 
1896.  When  Mr.  Segar  began  business  in  West- 
erly there  were  only  about  forty  houses  there,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  very  last,  if  not  the  last,  of  the 
old  time  business  men  left  in  the  town.  He  was 
well  known,  and  his  executive  ability  was  marked 
to  the  last.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but 
took  little  interest  in  political  affairs. 

! 

REV.  DANIEL  HENSHAW.  To  no  two 
clergymen  of  Rhode  Island  have  come  higher 
honors  than  to  the  Right  Reverend  John  Prentiss 
Kewley  Henshaw,  D.  D.,  first  bishop  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  his  son,  Daniel  Henshaw,  rector  emeritus 
of  All  Saints’  Memorial  Church,  of  Providence. 

Rev.  John  P.  K.  Henshaw  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  June  13,  1792.  When  he  was  about 
nineteen  years  of  age  tbe  family  removed  to  Mid- 
dlebury,  Vt.,  where  his  father,  Daniel  Henshaw, 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Young  Henshaw 
made  such  rapid  progress  in  his  studies  that  he  was 
fitted  to  enter  Middlebury  College  when  he  was  but 
twelve  years  old,  and  he  graduated  therefrom  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  The  same  year  he  was  admit- 
ted ad  cundem  gradiim  at  Harvard  University, 
where  he  spent  the  following  year  as  a resident 
graduate.  During  this  time,  while  on  a visit  to 
his  native  place,  he  received  his  first  deep  and  abid- 
ing religious  impression.  Soon  afterward  he  was 
baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kewley,  at  that  time  the 
honored  rector  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
at  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  token  of  respect  for 
whom  he  assumed  his  name  as  part  of  his  own.  He 
at  once  became  a zealous  worker  in  the  church  of 
his  adoption  and  was  desirous  of  entering  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  but  found  that  his  father  and  fam- 
ily, who  were  Congregationalists,  were  seriously 
opposed  to  his  taking  such  a course,  and  that  they 
had  a different  career  planned  for  him.  After  his 
return  to  Vermont,  however,  in  his  daily  contact 
with  the  family  his  burning  religious  enthusiasm 
not  only  overcame  all  objections  to  his  course,  but 
led  them  to  give  up  their  hereditary  faith  and  em- 
brace the  truth  as  taught  by  the  church  into  which 
they  were  afterward  received  by  Mr.  Kewley,  who 
visited  them  for  that  purpose. 

Shortly  afterward  Bishop  Griswold,  then  re- 
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cently  consecrated  to  preside  over  the  Eastern 
Diocese,  embracing  all  of  New  England  except 
Connecticut,  went  to  Middlebury  to  extend  the 
work  begun  there.  He  commissioned  young  Hen- 
shaw  as  a lay  reader,  and  by  his  labors  in  that  capa- 
city several  congregations  were  established  in  that 
part  of  the  State.  Feeling  the  need  of  better  prep- 
aration for  his  work,  he  entered  upon  a course  of 
study  under  the  direction  of  his  venerable  bishop  at 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  where,  still  officiating  as  a lay  reader, 
he  was  instrumental,  in  the  absence  of  the  bishop, 
in  bringing  about  a great  religious  awakening  in 
1812.  In  1814-15,  although  still  a lay  reader,  he 
was  established  for  a time  at  Marblehead,  Mass., 
where  he  labored  with  signal  success  in  building 
up  an  expiring  church.  He  v/as  ordained  deacon 
by  Bishop  Griswold,  in  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Bris- 
tol, June  I3,^  1813,  on  his  twenty-first  birthday, 
that  being  the  earliest  date  at  which  he  could, 
canonically,  be  admitted  fb  holy  orders.  Almost 
immediately  thereafter  he  was  called  to  serve  in 
St.  Anne’s  Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  ordained  priest  by  Bishop  Hobart,  June  13, 
1816.  In  the  spring  of  1817  he  was  called  to  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  spent 
twenty-six  years  in  the  discharge  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult and  arduous  duties.  His  ministration  in  Balti- 
more was  attended  with  eminent  success  and  happy 
results,  for  he  not  only  saved  St.  Peter’s  from  im- 
pending ruin,  but  made  it  a center  of  power.  Two 
other  places  of  worship  were  erected  in  Baltimore 
through  his  personal  efforts,  and  in  subsequent 
years  the  old  St.  Peter’s  was  vacated,  and  a new 
St.  Peter’s,  having  a tablet  to  Bishop  Henshaw’s 
memory,  and  Grace  Church,  both  elegant  struc- 
tures, were  built  by  different  parts  of  the  old  parish, 
while  in  another  part  of  the  city  a Henshaw  Mem- 
orial Church  has  been  erected.  In  1830  Rev.  Mr. 
Henshaw’s  alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

Dr.  Henshaw  was  noted  for  his  zeal  in  mission- 
ary work.  He  was  for  a long  time  a member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Missions,  and  spared  no  pains 
in  his  efforts  to  advance  this  great  cause  of  the 
church.  One  of  the  last  labors  of  his  life  was  to 
organize  the  Providence  City  Mission.  He  was 
eminent,  also,  in  convention  work.  He  was  repre- 
sentative in  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies 
of  the  General  Convention  almost  without  inter- 
ruption from  1814,  when  still  a deacon,  to  1843, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  House  of  Bishops. 
His  influence  and  reputation  in  those  bodies  were 
proportionate  to  his  high  standing  at  home.  He 
gave  much  attention  to  the  subject  of  clerical  edu- 
cation, and  some  of  the  most  useful  ministers  of 
his  day  studied  under  his  direction.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Alexandria,  Va.  Not- 
withstanding his  intense  devotion  to  the  duties  of 
his  sacred  office  he  found  time,  in  the  midst  of  his 
active  career,  to  perform  a considerable  amount 


of  literary  work.  He  was  the  author  of  several 
voluminous  works,  besides  many  an  occasional  pam- 
phlet and  papefl.  He  wrote  a book  on  Confirmation, 
one  on  the  Holy  Communion,  a large  treatise  on 
Didactic  Theology,  lectures  on  the  Second  Advent 
of  Our  Lord,  and  a memoir  of  Bishop  Moore  of 
Virginia,  who  was  his  beloved  friend.  He  was 
several  times  nominated  for  the  Episcopate  of 
Maryland,  and  always  received  a large  and  gratify- 
ing vote,  although  not  elected. 

In  1843  Dr.  Henshaw  was  chosen  Bishop  of 
Rhode  Island,  which  after  the  death  of  Bishop  Gris- 
wold became  a separate  diocese.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  elected  to  the  rectorship  of  Grace  Church, 
Providence.  Both  of  these  he  accepted.  His  epis- 
copal labors  in  Rhode  Island  were  characterized 
by  the  most  marked  and  rapid  progress  in  all 
directions.  In  the  face  of  great  obstacles  he  built 
the  spacious  and  stately  edifice  of  Grace  Church 
and  greatly  extended  the  mission  work  of  the  State, 
besides  occasionally  laboring  with  great  earnestness 
and  success  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  He 
was  also  for  several  years  Provisional  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese  of  Maine. 

Bishop  Henshaw  was  endowed  by  nature  with  a 
rare  combination  of  powers — a strong,  elastic  tem- 
perament, a comprehensive  mind  and  a fine,  manly 
spirit,  all  blended  into  a symmetrical  and  vigorous 
manhood,  consecrated  by  a high  moral  purpose  and 
a vivid  spiritual  discernment.  As  one  of  his  biogra- 
phers said  of  him,  “Though  not  a man  of  genius, 
he  was  an  eminently  wise  and  able  man.”  He  died 
suddenly,  near  Frederick,  Md.,  July  20,  1852,  from 
an  attack  of  apoplexy,  while  performing  pressing 
duties  for  Bishop  Whittingham,  who,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  had  gone  to  Europe. 

Bishop  Henshaw  married  July  19,  1814,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Gorham,  of  Bristol, 
R.  I.  They  had  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  are 
now  living:  Rev.  Daniel  Henshaw  and  Charles  H. 
Henshaw,  both  of  Providence. 

Rev.  Daniel  Henshaw  was  born  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  Dec.  9,  1822.  He  pursued  his  preparatory 
studies  in  the  academical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  and  for  between  two  and 
three  years  at  St.  Paul’s  College,  Long  Island,  un- 
der Dr.  Muhlenberg,  graduating  from  Yale  College 
in  1842;  in  1845  he  received  his  degrees  of  B.  A. 
and  M.  A.  He  studied  theology  for  three  years, 
the  first  and  third  in  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  in  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  and  the  second 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  under  the  direction  of  his 
father.  He  was  ordained  deacon,  June  29,  1845, 
in  St.  John’s  Church,  Providence,  and  after 
eighteen  months  of  missionary  labor  in  Rhode  Is- 
land was  admitted  to  priest’s  orders  in  Grace 
Church,  Providence,  Dec.  20,  1846,  his  father  be- 
ing the  officiating  bishop  on  both  occasions.  Early 
in  1847  he  became  assistant  minister  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  with  which  church  he  was 
connected  from  his  infancy  and  until  his  father  re- 
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moved  to  Rhode  Island,  in  1843.  1849  ^e  took 

temporary  charge  of  Trinity  Church,  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  during  the  absence  of  the  rector.  In 
the  autumn  of  that  year  he  became  rector  of  St. 
Paul’s  Church,  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.  This 
charge  he  resigned  in  1853,  not  expecting  to  as- 
sume the  care  of  another  parish  for  some  time. 
Circumstances,  however,  soon  caused  a change  of 
purpose,  and  he  took  temporary  charge  of  St. 
John’s  Church,  Providence,  the  rector  being  absent 
on  an  European  tour.  He  also  officiated  for  a short 
time  at  Emanuel  Church,  Manville,  R.  I.,  and 
Christ  Church,  New  Haven,  Conn.  In  the  spring 
of  1854  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Church,  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  in  the  ensuing  sum- 
mer once  more  entered  upon  the  duties  of  rector, 
and  he  has  continued  in  that  charge  to  the  present 
time.  After  he  took  charge  the  original  church 
edifice  was  greatly  enlarged  and  improved,  and 
subsequently  one  of  the  finest  stone  churches  in 
New  England  was  built.  Through  the  influence 
of  the  rector  and  in  honor  of  his  father’s  memory 
the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  from  St. 
Andrew’s  to  All  Saints’  Memorial.  The  present 
structure  was  completed  at  Easter,  1872. 

For  several  years  Rev.  Mr.  Henshaw  filled  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Missionary 
Convention,  and  secretary  of  the  Diocese  and  of  the 
standing  committee.  To  these  positions  he  was  an- 
nually elected  until  he  declined  to  serve  longer.  He 
has  for  many  years  been  a member  of  the  standing 
committee  of  Rhode  Island  and  has  been  chosen  as 
one  of  the  deputies  from  that  diocese.  He  was 
also  a trustee  of  the  General  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  a member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  for  the 
Increase  of  the  Ministry.  He  has  been  repeatedly 
a member  of  the  school  committee  of  Providence, 
which  office  he  resigned  after  a long  service  in  that 
body. 

On  Oct.  17,  1862,  Rev.  Mr.  Henshaw  was  mar- 
ried to  Rebecca  Pitman  Greene,  born  Nov.  22, 
1830,  daughter  of  Joseph  Warren  and  Abby  Fran- 
ces (Shaw)  Greene,  of  whom  mention  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henshaw  were  born  the  following  named  children : 
Rebekah  Greene ; John,  an  attorney  of  Providence ; 
Joseph  G.,  a real  estate  dealer  of  Providence,  and 
vice-president  of  the  Henry  W.  Cooke  Company ; 
Abby  Frances,  who  died  Nov.  28,  1875;  and  Mary 
Gorham. 

PERRY  (line  of  Samuel,  South  Kingstown). 
For  nearly  two  and  a half  centuries  the  branch  of 
the  Perrys  of  which  we  write  has  dwelt  in  New 
England,  and  for  two  hundred  years  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. Reference  is  made  to  the  posterity  of  Ed- 
ward Perry,  the  Quaker,  the  emigrant  settler  at 
Sandwich,  Mass.  From  his  son  Samuel,  through 
James,  James  (2),  John  and  John  Robinson  Perry, 


descended  the  late  Hon.  John  Gould  Perry,  long 
a prominent  public  official,  substantial  man  and  use- 
ful citizen  of  his  town — South  Kingstown,  and  as 
well  of  the  county  of  Washington  and  the  State.  It 
is  of  him,  his  family  and  lineage  this  article  is  to 
especially  deal. 

In  the  following  is  set  forth  in  detail  the  line- 
age of  the  children  of  John  Gould  Perry  from  the 
emigrant  settler,  each  generation  being  designated 
by  a Roman  character. 

(I)  Edward  Perry,  a native  of  Devonshire, 
England,  born  about  1630,  and  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  came  to  the  Plymouth  Colony  in 
America  and  settled  in  Sandwich  in  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts,  at  that  time  the  headquarters  of 
the  Friends.  He  married  about  1657  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Freeman.  Mr.  Perry 
was  a prominent  speaker  in  the  Society  of  Friends 
and  an  earnest  defender  of  its  doctrines.  He  is  of 
record  as  a grand  juryman  in  1653,  a surveyor  of 
highways  in  1657,  ^668  and  1674,  and  in  the  latter 
year  also  as  recorder  of  deeds.  The  issu^.  of  his 
marriage  was  nine  children,  among  them  Samuel 
and*  Benjamin,  who  settled  in  South  Kingstown, 
R.  L,  and  were,  it  is  believed,  the  progenitors  of 
practically  all  of  the  Washington  county  Perrys. 
From  Benjamin  Perry  descended  the  two  brothers 
Commodores  Oliver  H.  and  Mathew  C.  Perry,  of 
Lake  Erie  and  Japan  Treaty  fame,  respectively, 
who  have  given  distinction  to  Hhe  Perry  name  in 
their  native  town  of  South  Kingstown,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

(H)  Samuel  Perry,  born  March  2,  1665,  in 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  married  May  9,  1690,  'Mary 
Tucker,  born  Aug.  16,  1668,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Martha  Tucker,  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.  Mr.  Perry 
was  a freeman  of  the  town  of  Kings  Towne,  R.  I., 
as  early  as  Aug.  16,  1696,  and  was  made  a freeman 
of  the  Colony  from  Kings  Towne  May  6,  1701.  His 
homestead  and  mill  were  in  what  is  now  Perryville, 
South  Kingstown.  He  invested  largely  in  lands, 
owning  nearly  one  thousand  five  hundred  acres. 
He  was  a partner  in  the  Shannock  and  Maxon  pur- 
chases of  land  located  in  what  are  now  the 
towns  of  Richmond  and  Hopkinton,  and  also  bought 
extensively  at  Pasquesett,  in  Westerly,  near  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  present  town  of  Charles- 
town. His  death  occurred  July  2,  1716.  Mrs. 
Perry  died  in  that  same  year.  Their  five  children 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  Samuel  Perry  were: 
James,  Edward,  Samuel,  Simeon  and  Benjamin. 

(HI)  James  Perry,  born  about  1692,  probably 
in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  married  (first)  Nov.  ii,  1718. 
Alice,  born  Nov.  4,  1695,  daughter  of  James  and 
Miriam  (Allen)  Easton,  and  lived  in  South  Kings- 
town. She  was  a granddaughter  of  Gov.  John  Eas- 
ton and  great-granddaughter  of  Gov.  Nicholas  Eas- 
ton. Mr.  Perry  inherited  from  his  father  the  home- 
stead of  146  acres  and  the  mill;  also  170  acres  pur- 
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chased  of  Benedict  Arnold;  and  his  tracts  of  58 
and  170  acres  on  Shannock  Hill.  In  his  will  he 
devised  to  his  children  and  grandchildren  nearly 
one  thousand  and  four  hundred  acres.  IMr.  Perry 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  South  Kings- 
town in  1744.  He  died  in  1774-  ^Hs.  Alice  Perry 
died  Feb.  7,  1731,  and  he  married  (second)  Nov. 
15,  1733,  Anna,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Anna 
Bennett,  of  Newport.  His  children  born  to  the 
first  marriage  were:  ^iMary,  born  Oct.  25,  1719, 
who  married  probably  Oct.  20,  1736,'' John  Potter; 
and  James,  born  Oct.  27,  1728;  and  those  born  to 
the  second  marriage  were: /Alice,  born  July  20, 
1736,  married/Sylvester  Robinson;  Jonathan,  born 
I Sept.  2,  1737,  married  A larch  31,  1777,  probably 
I as  his  second  wife,  Mercy  Potter,  and  had  daughter 
Alice,  who  married  Oct.  7,  i8o2f  James  Helme ; and 
ASamnel,  born  Feb.  24,  1739,  married' (Martha  Niles. 

(IV) ^James  I’erry  (2),  born  Oct.  27,  1728,  mar- 
ried about  1753  Mercy  Potter,  and  was  a resident 
of  South  Kingstown;  taking  the  town  oath  there 
]\lay  5,  1752.  He  died  in  1778.  His  children  were: 

vTNIercy,  born  Feb.  24,  1754,  who  married  William 
j Peckham,  of  South  Kingstown;  Anna,  born  IMarch 
i 16,  1756,  who  married 'Nathan  Bull,  of  Newport; 
James,  born  i\lay  26,  1758,  wdio  removed  to  New 
York;  William,  born  June  19,  1759,  who  married 
March  25,  1792,'^Elizabeth  Segar*  John,  born  July 
28,  1760,  anck^amuel. 

(V)  John  Perry,  born  July  28,  1760.  died  Sept. 
14,  1834,  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  He  married 
Hannah  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  1769,  daughter 
of  Christopher  and  Ruhamah  (Champlin)  Robin- 
son, and  died  Aug.  29,  1849.  Their  children  were : 
John  Robinson,  born  Aug.  7,  1784;' Sarah,  born  Feb. 
19,  1789,  who  married  Thurston  Robinson  ; also 
sons  George  C..  Rowland  and;  Benjamin. 

(VI) ^John  Robinson  Perry,  born  Aug.  7,  1784, 
died  Nov.  24,  1857.  He  married  Oct.  3,  1809,  Sally 
Gould,  who  was  born  Feb.  19,  1789,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Stedman)  Gould,  and  died  (March 
22,  1847.  Their  children  were:  (Mercy,  born  Aug. 
27,  1810;  Robinson,  Oct.  10,  1811 ; Abigail,  Jan.  12, 
1813;  Mary,  July  12,  1814;  John  Gould,  June  2, 
1817;  Sarah,  Aug.  21,  1819;  George  T.,  Jan.  30, 
1822;  Oliver  H.,  (May  10,  1824;  Rowland.  Jan.  26, 
1826;  Rowland  (2),  May  i,  1827;  William  W., 
Sept.  9,  1829;  James,  June  2,  1834;  and  Amos  R., 
March  20,  1832. 

(Vliy^  John  Gould  Perry,  son  of  John  Rob- 
inson, born  June  2,  1817,  in  South  Kingstown,  mar- 
ried (March  12,  i843rHarriet  Theresa  Hazard,  born 
Jan.  15.  1820,  daughter  of  Bowdoin  and  Theresa 
(Clarke)  Hazard,  and  a descendant  of  Thomas 
Hazard,  of  Boston,  1635.  through  Robert,  Thomas 

(2),  Jonathan,  Thomas  (3)  and  Jonathan  (2).  To 
this  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows:  (i) 
Tiarriet  Elizabeth  married  Clarence  Eugene 
Thomas,  and  they  had  one  child.  Harriet  Eugenia, 
who  married  Horatio  Rogers  Nightingale,  of  Provi- 
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dence.  (2)  Oliver  Hazard,  who  was  a hardware 
merchant  in  Providence,  died  April  16,  1894. 

(3)  John  Edward,  physician  and  surgeon,  who 
married  Elnora  E.  Crawford,  had  three  children : 
Harriet  Elnora,  who  niarried  Anthony  Bauer;  John 
E.  Jr.,  \vho  died  in  infancy,  and  John  Gould  Perry. 

(4)  /Sarah  Emily  married  Herbert  J.  Wells,  presi- 
dent of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Company, 
and  they  have  six  children,''Grace  Perryi,  Herbert 
Comstock, 'Emily  Potter;  Thomas  Perry,  John  Haz- 
ard and  Elizabeth  Johnson  Wells.  (5)' (Millard  Eill- 
more,  treasurer  of  the  Kingston  Trust  Company, 
and  cashier  of  the  Kingston  Savings  Bank,  mar- 
ried Edna  S.  Aldrich.  (6)-  Howard  Bowdoin  is 
town  clerk  of  South  Kingstown. 

(Mr.  Perry  in  boyhood  had  such  advantages  in 
the  way  of  an  education  as  the  best  schools  of 
South  Kingstown  afforded,  accpiirhig  a good  Eng- 
lish education.  As  the  years  passed_j,by  reading  and 
self  study,  he  became  cpiite  proficient  in  mechanics 
and  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry,  so  that  in 
after  years,  when  occasion  required  it,  he  at  times 
taught  school.  He  had  a taste  and  especial  talent 
for  music,  and  in  that,  too,  became  proficient.  The 
bent  of  his  mind,  however,  lay  in  a mechanical  line; 
which  he  encouraged  and  followed  to  success.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  identified  with  the  woolen 
mill  business  in  the  employ  of  William  A.  Robinson 
& Co.,  at  Wakefield  in  South  Kingstown.  Much  of 
this  time  he  was  superintendent  of  the  finishing  de- 
partment, acting  too  in  the  capacity  of  instructor  in 
that  department.  During  this  period  his  mechanical 
genius  was  developed,  and  he  took  out  several  patents 
on  devices  and  inventions,  and  also  wrote  a treatise 
pertaining  to  the  work  of  his  department,  entitled 
“The  Woolen  (Manufacturer's  Practical  Compan- 
ion.” His  first  invention  was  a power  cloth-rolling 
and  measuring  machine,  which  became  popular  and 
in  general  use  in  both  this  and  foreign  countries. 
Its  design  was  to  take  the  place  of  the  slow,  difficult 
and  inaccurate  manner  of  doing  the  work  by  hand. 
His  second  invention,  patented  in  1850,  was  a meat 
cutting  machine.  This  also  came  into  general  use. 
Among  other  mechanical  devices  which  originated 
in  his  brain  are  hay-tedders,  mowing  machines, 
feed-cutters,  sausage-fillers,  with  numerous  im- 
provements thereon.  These  various  inventions  have 
excelled  in  their  ease  of  operation,  and  their  sim- 
plicity and  durability.  At  many  of  the  great  fairs 
and  competitive  trials  in  this  country  the  “Perry 
(Mower”  has  taken  the  prize  over  all  others,  and 
for  several  years  in  succession.  In  1867,  at  the 
M’orld’s  Fair  trial  upon  the  Emperor’s  farm,  at 
Vincennes,  near  Paris,  France,  the  “Perry  Mower” 
was  awarded  a medal  over  the  “(McCormick 
(Mower.” 

So  well  versed  in  patent  law  and  business,  ow- 
ing to  his  own  long  connection  with  the  United 
States  Patent  Office  in  the  matter  of  his  own  inven- 
tions, (Mr.  Perry  for  years  was  a solicitor  of  patent 
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claims,  and  practiced  successfully  before  that  de- 
partment in  connection  with  his  other  lines  of  bus- 
iness. 

From  early  manhood  on  Mr.  Perry  was  conspic- 
uous in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town  and  county, 
and  none  were  more  interested  in  their  advance- 
ment and  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived  than  was  he.  In  1856  he  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  the  following  year  he 
was  chosen  clerk  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Washington  county,  and  performed  their  duties 
until  1858,  when  elected  town  clerk  of  South  Kings- 
town, an  office  he  held  continuously  for  thirty  years, 
and  most  efficiently.  Mr.  Perry  was  a commissioner 
for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  World’s  Expo- 
sition held  in  Paris,  France,  in  1867,  receiving  his 
appointment  from  Governor  Burnside.  For  more 
than  twenty-seven  consecutive  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee  of  South  Kingstown, 
and  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  that  period 
was  the  clerk  of  the  committee.  In  1881  Mr.  Perry 
was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  for  sec- 
retary of  State,  and  in  the  election  that  followed 
ran  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  was  elected  General 
Treasurer  of  the  State  for  two  years,  1887  to  1888, 
and  1890  to  1891.  For  fifteen  years  and  more  he 
was  instructor  and  leader  of  the  choir  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  South  Kingstown.  Of  this 
church  he  was  a member  about  forty  years.  During 
this  period  he  was  identified  with  and  active  in  the 
cause  of  temperance.  He  compiled  and  published 
a manual  of  liyinns  entitled  ‘‘The  Bible  Harp.”  Mr. 
Perry’s  death  occurred  April  22,  1897. 

FREDERICK  S.  FARWELL,  in  his  lifetime 
one  of  the  best  known  woolen  manufacturers  in 
New  England,  came  of  sturdy  New  England  ances- 
try. The  Farwell  family  came  originally  from  Eng- 
land, and  its  members  are  found  in  various  States 
of  the  Union. 

Lemuel  Farwell,  Sr.,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Frederick  S.,  was  born  in  Westmoreland,  N.  H. 
He  married  Azuha  Allen,  a native  of  Milford,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Lemuel  Farwell,  son  of  Lemuel,  Sr.,  and  Azuha, 
was  horn  at  Acton,  now  Townsend,  Vt.,  Jan.  13, 
1812,  and  died  Oct.  i,  1894,  at  North  Grafton, 
Mass.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  carrying 
on  that  business  in  Vermont.  About  1855  he  moved 
to  Millville,  Mass.  He  married  Amy  Elallou  Wal- 
den, who  was  born  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  Dec.  10,  1820, 
daughter  of  Philip  Walden  (a  native  of  Glocester, 
R.  I.,)  and  his  wife  Amy  Ballou,  (born  in  Burrill- 
ville,  R.  I.),  and  granddaughter  of  Eddy  and  Nuice 
(Hawkins)  Walden,  both  born  in  Glocester,  R.  I. 
To  Lemuel  and  Amy  Ballou  (Walden)  Farwell 
were  born  two  sons;  Albert  Eddy,  born  Jan.  17, 
1840,  who  married  Abhie  Jane  York,  and  resides 
in  Providence ; and  Frederick  S. 

Frederick  S.  Farwell  was  born  at  Newfane,  Vt., 
Jan.  II,  1843.  His  early  boyhood  days  were  passed 


on  a Wrmont  farm,  where  work  was  plenty,  and 
where  he  early  in  life  received  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  industry  to  attain 
good  results.  His  opportunities  for  schooling  were 
limited  to  the  country  district  schools  near  his  home, 
and  the  three  terms  of  school  that  he  attended  con- 
sisted of  but  a few  months  in  the  winter  seasons, 
and  this  represented  his  entire  school  privileges 
with  the  exception  of  one  term  after  he  was  twelve 
years  old. 

Lemuel  Farwell,  the  father,  was  a farmer,  and 
by  hard  work  was  able  to  make  a respectable  living 
out  of  his  farm.  At  tins  time  in  life  it  seemed  as 
if  his  two  boys  were  destined  to  follow  that  same 
business,  as  all  their  training  had  been  along  agri- 
cultural lines.  Philip  Walden,  a brother  of  Mrs. 
Farwell,  was  superintendent  of  a woolen  mill  at 
Millville,  Mass.,  and  at  one  time  while  on  a visit  at 
Mr.  Farwell’s  farm  in  Vermont,  suggested  to  him 
that  he  dispose  of  his  farm  and  move  to  Millville, 
where  the  boys  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
learning  a trade.  This  suggestion  met  with  favor, 
and  about  1855  the  family  removed  to  Millville. 
Frederick  S.  almost  at  once  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a weaver.  His  wages  were  seventy-five  cents 
per  day,  and  his  hours  from  5 :30  A.  M.  to  7 130  P. 
M.,  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  line  of  work 
he  followed  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
caused  him  to  become  one  of  the  best  known  manu- 
facturers in  his  line  in  New  England.  A somewhat 
unusual  coincidence  in  connection  with  his  begin- 
ning in  this  particular  mill  is  that  from  it  have 
probably  gone  out  more  successful  woolen  manu- 
facturers who  started  there  as  boys  than  from  any 
other  one  mill  in  all  New  England. 

While  but  just  entering  his  teens  young  Farwell 
was  of  rugged  physique  and  able  to  perform  the 
work  of  one  much  older.  He  was  a close  observer, 
and  before  long  it  dawned  upon  him  that  success 
in  his  chosen  field  of  labor  would  be  more  certain 
if  tbe  minute  and  intricate  details  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  business  were  studied  and  mastered, 
and  he  at  once  set  himself  about  becoming  profi- 
cient in  this  line.  After  some  two  or  three  years  at 
Millville,  he  went  to  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  and  entered 
the  Sayles  Mill,  where  his  employment  was  some- 
what different.  Here  he  worked  at  building  chains, 
harnesses,  carrying  filling,  in  fact  what  in  this  day 
of  adjusted  and  specialized  labor  would  be  consid- 
ered three  men’s  work.  He  was  adding  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  business  right  along,  and  of 
course  enhancing  his  value  to  his  employer.  On 
Jan.  I,  1861,  he  accepted  a position  as  loom-fixer 
for  Phetteplace  & Seagrave,  in  the  Graniteville 
Mill.  He  remained  here  between  one  and  two 
years,  and  left  the  position  to  take  charge  of  the 
weaving  room  in  Philip  W.  Hawkins’  mill  at  Tur- 
keyville,  now  Bridgeton,  R.  I.  By  this  time  young 
Farwell  had  become  very  well  known  as  a most 
competent  man  in  woolen  manufacttiring  circles, 
and  numerous  positions  of  responsibility  in  his  line 
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were  offered  him.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first 
year  in  the  Hawkins  mill,  Mr.  A.  L.  Sayles  of  Pas- 
coag,  R.  I.,  offered  him  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  his  mills,  which  offer  he  accepted,  filling  this 
position  most  efficiently  for  nine  years.  Mr.  Far- 
' well  was  not  yet  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  these 
mills.  As  evidence  of  the  satisfaction  his  manage- 
ment met  with,  he  was  given  an  interest  in  the 
mills  after  six  years,  by  Mr.  Sayles.  In  the  fall 
of  1873,  with  William  Tinkham  as  a partner,  Mr. 
Farwell  purchased  the  Harrisville  Mills,  and  under 
the  firm  name  of  Tinkham  & Farwell  started  these 
mills  in  operation  once  more.  The  mills  had  been 
idle  for  a numlier  of  years,  and  were  in  a. most  di- 
lapidated condition,  but  under  the  management  of 
the  new  firm  their  change  was  rapid  and  great. 
Within  a period  of  eleven  years  the  product  of  these 
mills,  which  consisted  of  fancy  worsteds  for  suit- 
ings, had  achieved  a national  reputation.  On  July  i, 
1884,  Mr.  Farwell  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Tink- 
ham, and  entered  into  partnership  with  Charles 
Fletcher,  and  assumed  the  operating  of  the  Na- 
tional Worsted  Mills  at  Olneyville,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Far- 
well  introducing  and  superintending  the  weaving 
department.  In  1891  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  mills,  and  although  the  firm 
: had  become  a corporation,  Mr.  Farwell  being  the 
largest  stockholder  practically  conducted  the  busi- 
ness. When  he  started  the  National  Worsted 
i Mills,  the  plant  had  but  seventy-five  looms  in  oper- 
ation. This  capacity  he  increased  until  at  time  of 
consolidation  (1893)  there  were  337  looms.  In 
1893  the  National  Worsted  Mills  were  consolidated 
with  the  Providence  Worsted  Mills,  in  which  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  the  controlling  owner,  and  as  the  Na- 
tional & Providence  Worsted  Mills  were  granted  a 
charter  by  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly, 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $2,000,000. 

For  a period  of  about  eighteen  months  Mr.  Far- 
well  was  superintendent  of  this  new  corporation, 
when  he  resigned.  In  1894  he  purchased  the  Cen- 
tral Falls  Woolen  Mills,  which  had  a capacity  of 
thirty-seven  looms.  This  plant  had  been  idle  for 
some  time.  With  characteristic  energy  and  push  he 
at  once  began  to  improve  the  property,  putting  in 
new  machinery,  building  additions  and  generally 
overhauling  it.  This  resulted  the  same  as  in  the 
cases  of  the  many  other  mill  properties  he  purchased 
and  built  up.  The  Central  Falls  Woolen  Mills  oper- 
ated 150  looms,  employed  about  550  hands,  and  pro- 
duced some  of  the  finest  lines  of  worsteds  on  the 
market.  In  1900  Mr.  Farwell  purchased  the  Star 
Woolen  Mills  property  at  Middleboro,  Mass.  The 
condition  of  this  property  at  that  time  was  prob- 
ably more  dilapidated  than  that  of  any  which  Mr. 
Farwell  had  previously  built  up,  but  this  fact  in 
no  way  lessened  the  rapidity  with  which  it  was 
transformed  into  an  up-to-date  plant.  This  mill  un- 
der Mr.  Farwell’s  ownership  operated  about  sev- 
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enty-five  looms,  and  employed  more  than  100  men, 
and  produced  a fine  line  of  worsteds. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  great  value  of  a 
man  to  the  various  localities,  wherein  have  been 
his  interests,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Farwell.  In 
a distinctively  manufacturing  locality,  as  is  the 
whole  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  activity  or  thrift  of 
a mill  property  often  depends  the  prosperity  of  a 
community.  Then  to  consider  the  unusual  number 
of  such  properties  in  as  many  different  sections, 
that  Mr.  Farwell  was  instrumental  in  transforming 
from  idle  or  run-down  conditions  to  that  of  activity 
and  efficiency,  the  benefit  arising  from  such  com- 
plete transformations  is  by  no  means  the  manufac- 
turer’s alone.  Mr.  Farwell’s  prominent  character- 
istics were  his  activity  in  caring  for  all  matters  with 
which  he  was  identified,  and  his  thoroughness. 
Halfway  measures  were  unknown  to  him.  He 
knew  but  few,  if  any,  idle  days,  since  beginning  life 
for  himself,  and  industry  was  so  thoroughly  im- 
planted in  his  make-up  that  he  was  happiest  when 
he  had  the  most  to  do.  No  manufacturer  of  his 
time  in  Rhode  Island  could  judge  any  more  intelli- 
gently as  to  the  competency  of  any  man  in  his  em- 
ploy than  could  Mr.  Farwell,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  popular  employers  of  mill  labor  in  the  State. 

For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Farwell  made  his 
residence  In  Providence.  In  1887  he  purchased  the 
Chapin  estate  at  the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Pa- 
rade streets,  in  that  city,  and  resided  there  until 
1903,  when  he  removed  to  Warwick  Neck.  Pre- 
vious to  that  time  his  beautiful  home,  “The  Ma- 
ples,” at  the  latter  place,  was  occupied  by  him  only 
as  a summer  residence,  but  from  1903  until  his 
death  it  was  his  permanent  home,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
most  delightful  residence  properties  in  that  aris- 
tocratic locality.  “The  Maples”  embraces  a tract 
of  some  fifty  acres,  commanding  one  of  the  most 
charming  views  in  that  section. 

Mr.  Farwell  was  married,  March  14,  1863,  to 
Miss  Helen  M.  Buchanan,  of  Thompson,  Conn., 
daughter  of  John  M.  Buchanan.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them : Etta  Augusta,  who  married 
Col.  Felix  R.  Wendelschaefer,  of  Providence,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Amie  Walden ; and  Jennie  A., 
who  died  in  infancy.  After  attaining  his  majority 
Mr.  Farwell  was  closely  allied  with  the  Republican 
party,  although  the  arduous  duties  and  perplexities 
of  an  extensive  business  career  caused  him  to  de- 
cline all  tenders  of  political  honors,  but  he  was, 
however,  on  the  firing  line  with  his  party  in  every 
emergency.  He  was  always  active  in  Masonic  cir- 
cles, and  was  one  of  the  well-known  members  of 
that  fraternity  in  Rhode  Island,  belonging  to  Gran- 
ite Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Burrillville,  of  which 
he  was  past  master;  Woonsocket  Chapter  and 
Woonsocket  Council,  of  Woonsocket ; Calvary  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  Providence,  and  all 
the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  to  the  thirty-second  degree. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Pomham,  Central  and 
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West  Side  Clubs  of  Providence,  and  was  vice 
president  of  the  last  named.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club.  In  business 
circles  he  was  regarded  as  a man  of  unswerving 
integrity.  A strictly  self-made  man,  his  sole  aim  was 
not  to  accumulate  a vast  property,  as  he  enjoyed  the 
pleasures,  comforts  and  good  things  in  life,  and  he 
was  a kind  husband  and  indulgent  father.  His  gen- 
erosity and  kind-heartedness  were  most  marked. 
As  a citizen  he  was  watchful  for  the  public  good, 
and  always  manifested  a deep  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community.  Personally  he  was  a man 
of  unfailing  courtesy,  genial  in  intercourse,  and 
a loyal  friend.  His  agreeable  and  unaffected  man- 
ner, his  cordial  disposition,  won  him  a friend  from 
every  acquaintance.  He  died  IMarch  lo,  1906,  and 
was  buried  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery. 

ALBERT  HORTON.  Whether  the  elements 
of  success  in  life  are  innate  attributes  of  the  individ- 
ual, or  whether  they  are  quickened  by  a process 
of  circumstantial  development,  it  is  impossible  to 
clearly  determine ; yet  the  study  of  a successful  life 
is  none  the  less  interesting  and  profitable  by  reason 
of  the  existence  of  this  same  uncertainty.  So  much  in 
excess  of  successes  is  the  record  of  failures  that  one 
is  constrained  to  attempt  an  analysis  in  either  case, 
and  to  determine  the  method  of  causation  in  an  ap- 
proximate way.  The  march  of  improvement  and 
progress  is  accelerated  day  by  day,  and  each  mo- 
ment seems  to  demand  a man  of  broader  intelligence 
and  greater  discernment  than  did  the  preceding  one. 
Successful  men  must  be  live  men  in  this  age,  brist- 
ling with  activity ; and  the  lessons  of  personal  his- 
tory may  be  far-reaching  to  an  extent  not  superfici- 
ally evident.  A man  who  measured  up  to 
modern  requirements  was  the  late  Albert  Plorton,  in 
whose  death  the  community  lost  not  only  a singu- 
larly successful  man,  but  a most  worthy  and  honored 
citizen.  He  was  not  only  successful  himself,  but 
was  largely  infiuential  in  the  success  of  others,  and 
he  has  left  to  posterity  that  priceless  heritage,  an 
honored  name. 

iSlr.  Horton  was  the  son  of  Robert  Barrow  Hor- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  in  1807. 
and  there  married  jMartha  Merryweather,  also  a 
native  of  Manchester,  born  in  1810.  hrom  boy- 
hood Robert  B.  Horton  had  been  connected  with 
the  textile  industry,  and  while  still  a young  man  was 
considered  an  expert.  Soon  after  the  .birth  of  his 
first  child  Mr.  Horton  came  to  America.  Locating 
first  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  after  a few  years  there  he 
removed  to  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  the 
balance  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years.  His  wife  survived  him  some 
years,  dying  in  her  eighty-first  year.  Mr.  Horton 
was  a man  of  most  excellent  character,  and  was 
held  in  the  highest  esteem.  He  was  of  jovial  and 
genial  temperament. and  was  popular  with  all  classes. 
He  was  entirely  devoted  to  his  adopted  country,  and 


took  much  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  not  to 
the  extent  of  aspiration  to  public  office.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  political  preferment.  His  vocation 
was  that  of  a designer  and  he  was  considered  one 
of  the  most  expert  and  successful  men  of  his  time 
in  his  line,  the  product  of  his  skill  being  much  in 
demand.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Horton,  five  were  born  in  America.  Two  are  de- 
ceased, and  the  others  are : Robert  and  Victoria, 
who  reside  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ; Mrs.  William 
Hodges,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  Mrs.  Davis  A.  Blake, 
of  Pali  River,  Massachusetts. 

Albert  Horton  was  born  May  24,  1834,  in  Low- 
ell, Mass.,  where  he  attended  the  schools  until  the 
family  removed  to  Pawtucket,  there  continuing  in 
school  until,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  became 
employed  at  the  Dunnell  Print  Works,  of  which  he 
was  destined  to  become  the  head.  After  beginning 
work  he  continued  his  education  in  the  evening 
schools  of  Pawtucket.  At  an  early  age  he  had  at- 
tained a position  of  responsibility  in  tbe  Dunnell 
Works,  and  was  connected  with  that  establishment 
for  forty-four  years,  being  long  the  manager  and 
one  of  the  largest  owners.  He  then  disposed  of  his 
interests,  removing  his  home  to  Proyidence,  and 
organized,  in  1893,  the  Queen  Dyeing  Company. 
This  business  he  built  up  to  the  rank  of  first  in  ex- 
tent in  the  world  in  the  dyeing  and  printing  of  cot- 
ton piece  goods  in  aniline  fast  blacks.  At  his  death 
he  was  treasurer  and  one-third  owner  of  the  estab- 
lishment. The  yueen  Dyeing  Company  is  largely  a 
Horton  family  concern,  as  it  includes  four  sons,  a 
brother,  and  a nephew  of  Mr.  Horton.  It  is  a family 
concern  in  another  sense,  in  that  nearly  all  of  the 
foremen  are  men  who  served  the  late  treasurer  for 
many  years,  coming  with  him  in  most  instances 
from  the  Dunnell  works  at  Pawtucket. 

IMr.  Horton  possessed  a gift  for  organization 
and  for  surrounding  himself  with  men  of  loyalty. 
The  same  qualities  gained  him  firm  friends  and 
brought  him  into  relations  with  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers of  New  England,  the  textile  houses  of 
New  York,  and  dye  stuffs  dealers  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, he  being  said  to  be  the  largest  purchaser  of 
dye  stuffs  in  the  world.  He  had  crossed  the  ocean 
several  times  and  was  personally  known  to  many 
connected  with  the  trade  in  Europe.  He  was  en- 
grossed in  his  business  and  bis  borne,  and  in  both 
his  unvarying  kindliness  was  a prominent  charac- 
teristic. 

He  was  also  largely  interested  in  the  Hartford 
Eoundry  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  of  which 
his  son-in-law,  Mr.  T.  M.  Lincoln,  is  the  manager, 
and  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  a director  of 
the  United  National  Bank,  of  Providence.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Hope,  Squantum,  Central  and 
Commercial  Clubs,  and  the  Providence  Board  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  Horton  died  while  on  a trip  to  New  York, 
on  Feb.  15,  1907.  His  death  cast  a gloom  over  his 
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host  of  friends  and  business  associates,  and  that  it 
was  sincerely  mourned  is  attested  by  the  following, 
which  appeared  editorially  in  the  Providence  Jour- 
nal of  the  issue  of  Feb.  19,  1907 : 

“The  death  in  New  York  of  IMr.  Albert  Horton 
w'as  a painful  surprise  and  shock  to  his  many 
friends.  To  those  who  had  seen  him  since  his  recent 
illness  he  appeared  to  have  regained  his  usual  robust 
health.  His  long  and  useful  life  was  one  of  de- 
votion to  his  family,  his  friends  and  his  large  busi- 
ness interests,  and  forgetful  of  self,  his  life  has  been 
given  in  promoting  all  of  those  duties  which  come 
first  in  their  faithful  discharge  as  husband,  father 
and  friend.  He  was  a man  beloved  by  all,  of  sensi- 
tive honor,  and  whose  heart  was  full  of  kindness 
and  charity  toward  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  His  successful  and  honorable  business 
career  is  an  example  which  we  all  would  do  well  to 
emulate.  His  word  was  always  good  and  his  up- 
right character  was  evident  in  all  of  his  transactions. 
W ould  that  all  men  could  leave  inihind  them  such 
enviable  record  as  has  Albert  Horton.  His  was  an 
honorable  acquirement  of  wealth  and  he  possessed 
the  confidence  of  all  who  had  dealings  with  him. 
He  will  be  sincerely  mourned  and  missed,  and  his 
place  in  this  community  cannot  be  filled.  His  be- 
reaved family  have  the  sincere  sympathy  of  all 
who  knew  and  loved  him.” 

Mr.  Horton  married  Miss  IMinerva  L.  Johnson, 
of  Pawtucket,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
named  children : Alice,  now  Mrs.  T.  M.  Lincoln, 
of  Hartford,  Conn.;  Bertrand  J.;  William  S. ; 
Harry  M. ; and  Albert,  Jr.  Mr.  Bertrand  J.  Horton, 
long  associated  with  his  father  in  his  enterprises, 
has,  since  the  latter’s  death,  become  largely  the 
controlling  factor  in  extensive  business  interests 
with  which  the  family  is  identified. 

THAY'ER.  The  first  of  this  name  to  arrive 
in  this  country  were  Richard  and  Thomas  Thayer, 
with  their  families.  They  were  among  the  first 
Massachfisetts  colonists  and  came  from  Braintree, 
County  of  Essex,  England,  in  1630,  settling  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  they  commemorated  their  old 
home  by  naming  the  settlement  Braintree.  The 
records  of  this  town  show  that  Thomas  became 
a freeman  and  owner  of  land  in  1636,  and  that 
Richard  became  a freeman  four  years  later  in 
1640.  The  family  was  distinguished  in  England, 
having  been  granted  a coat  of  arms,  a record  of 
which  can  be  found  in  the  Heraldic  Office,  at  Lin- 
coln’s Inn  Eield,  England.  The  spelling  of  the 
name  varied  at  different  times  and  appears  a^ 
Thaire,  Thyer,  Thair  and  Theyer.  There  is  a 
question  as  to  the  relationship  of  Richard  and 
Thomas,  but  the  descendants  are  from  both,  as  the 
families  intermarried  continually.  The  Pawtucket 
family  descends  from  Thomas,  who  was  the  pro- 
genitor of  a numerous  offspring,  numbering  nearly 
five  thousand  souls,  every  generation  producing 


some  member  distinguished  either  as  a scholar, 
jurist,  divine,  soldier,  financier  or  manufacturer. 

(I)  Thomas  Thayer  and  his  wife  Margery  were 
married  in  England,  and  they  brought  with  them  to 
America  three  sons,  Thomas,  Eerdinanda  and 
Shadrach.  It  would  seem  that  they  had  no  further 
issue,  as  a will  subsequently  made  mentions  only 
these  three.  This  will  was  dated  June  21,  1664, 
and  it  would  appear  from  the  document  that 
Thomas  Thayer  had  accumulated  considerable 
property,  some  of  which  has  continued  in  the  family 
possession  to  the  present  time,  passing  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  by  inheritance.  Thomas  Thayer 
died  shortly  after  making  his  will,  as  it  was  admit- 
ted to  probate  Sept.  13,  1665,  in  Boston,  IMassachu- 
setts. 

(H)  Eerdinanda  Thayer,  second  son  of  Thomas, 
resided  with  his  parents  at  Braintree  until  after  his 
father’s  death,  wdien  he,  with  others,  removed  to  a 
near-by  plantation  called  Nipmug  (now  Mendon, 
Worcester  County,  Mass.)  He  was  the  largest 
proprietor,  and  his  residence  was  a little  south  of 
the  present  center  of  the  town,  on  the  Providence 
road.  He  was  an  active  citizen  and  became  dis- 
tinguished both  in  local  and  State  affairs.  He 
amassed  a large  fortune  for  those  days,  and  was 
enabled  to  leave  all  of  his  sons  farms  at  his  death. 
Some  of  his  sons  became  extensive  land  owners,  and 
many  of  their  descendants  occupy  the  land  to  this 
day.  Eerdinanda  Thayer  married  Huldah  Hayward, 
of  Braintree,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  children,  the 
five  first  named  born  in  Braintree  and  the  others  in 
Mendon:  Sarah,  born  May  21,  1654;  Huldah,  born 
June  27,  1657;  Jonathan,  born  Alarch  29,  1658; 
David,  born  July  i,  1660  (died  Aug.  12,  1674)  ; 
Naomi,  born  Feb.  7,  1662;  Thomas;  Samuel;  Isaac; 
Josiah;  Ebenezer ; Benjamin;  and  David  (2),  who 
was  baptized  Sept.  17,  1677,  and  died  Sept,  i,  1690. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  at  Mendon,  March 
28,  1713,  and  the  mother  Sept,  i,  1690. 

(HI)  Isaac  Thayer,  the  eighth  child  of  Fer- 
dinanda  and  Huldah  (Play ward)  Thayer,  was  born 
in  Mendon,  Mass.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  married  thrice,  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren. His  first  marriage,  on  April  12,  1691,  was 
to  Mercy  Ward,  by  which  union  there  were  four 
children  born  as  follows : Mercy,  Nov,.  2,  1693 ; 
Isaac,  Jr.,  Sept.  24,  1695;  Ebenezer,  Sept.  6,  1697; 
and  Comfort,  Sept.  19,  1700.  Isaac  Thayer’s  first 
wife  died  Dec.  18,  1700,  and  in  1703  he  married 
Mary,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children : IMary, 
born  Dec.  22,  1704;  John,  May  6,  1706;  Nathaniel, 
April  20,  1708;  Moses,  May  10,  1710;  Samuel, 
1713;  Joseph,  1715;  and  Ichabod,  IMarch  17,  1721. 

(IV  ) Ebenezer  Thayer,  third  child  of  Isaac  and 
IMercy  (Ward)  Thayer,  was  born  Sept.  6,  1697,  in 
jMendon,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  set- 
tled in  Bellingham,  Mass.  He  married  May  9, 
1719,  Mary  Wheelock,  and  had  eight  children,  born 
as  follows:  Ebenezer,  June,  1720;  Huldah,  IMarch, 
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1722;  Elizabeth,  1724;  Micah,  1726;  Isaac,  March 

11,  1729;  Abigail,  Nov.  ii,  1731;  Peter,  1733;  and 
Lydia,  1736. 

(V)  Capt.  Ebenezer  Thayer,  first  child  of  Eben- 
ezer  and  Mary  (Wheelock)  Thayer,  was  born  in 
June,  1720.  He  took  a prominent  and  active  part 
in  public  affairs  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  where  he 
owned  a large  farm.  He  married  Hannah  Greene, 
of  Alendon,  Mass.,  April  24,  1734,  and  had  six  chil- 
dren: Hannah,  born  Dec.  3,  1735;  Ebenezer,  May 
21,  1737;  Lydia,  July  31,  1739;  Elias,  June  22, 
1742;  Silas,  Nov.  30,  1746;  and  Huldah,  Sept.  19, 
1749.  [Date  of  marriage  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Thayer  seems  rather  early,  but  we  find  nothing  to 
warrant  changing  it,  as  other  dates  agree. — Ed.] 

(VT)  Ebenezer  Thayer,  the  second  child  of 
Capt.  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  (Greene)  Thayer,  was 
born  May  21,  1737,  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  life. 
He  married  a relative,  Martha,  daughter  of  Uriah 
and  Rachel  Thayer,  in  May,  1756,  and  they  had 
six  children:  Thaddeus,  born  Aug.  10,  1760;  Cal- 
vin, July  7,  1763;  Luther,  October,  1767;  Irene, 
Sept.  16,  1770;  Ebenezer,  Nov.  29,  1772,  and 

Philo,  1779  (died  in  infancy). 

(VTI)  Ebenezer  Thayer,  fifth  child  of  Ebenezer 
and  Martha  (Thayer)  Thayer,  was  born  Nov.  29, 
1772,  in  Bellingham,  Mass.  Like  his  ancestors  he 
was  a farmer  of  considerable  means  and  lived  in 
Bellingbam.  He  married  Sabra  Darling,  of  Bel- 
lingham, June  28,  1798,  and  they  had  these  chil- 
dren: Alanson,  born  Feb.  17,  1799;  Willard,  April 
18,  1802;  Samuel,  April  22,  1804;  Miranda,  Aug. 
2,  1808;  Perley  C.,  Jan.  27,  1812. 

(VIII)  Alanson  Thayer,  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
Sabra  (Darling)  Thayer,  was  born  Feb.  17,  1799, 
in  Bellingham,  Alass.,  and  at  an  early  age,  about 
1820,  removed  to  Pawtucket,  Mass.,  where  he  be- 
came a prominent  manufacturer,  accumulating  a 
large  fortune.  He  first  engaged  in  the  retail  dry- 
goods  business,  and  later  as  a cotton  manufacturer 
with  Benjamin  L.  and  Ellis  Pitcher,  and  built  the 
town  mills  on  River  street,  near  the  bridge.  He 
was  successful  in  his  career  to  a surprising  degree. 
In  public  affairs  he  was  very  active,  being  repre- 
sentative from  Pawtucket  in  the  Lower  House  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  also  a member  of  the 
commission  to  establish  the  State  boundary  line, 
between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  He  was 
a very  benevolent  man,  and  the  extent  of  his  chari- 
ties will  never  be  known.  Mr.  Thayer  died  May 

12,  1869,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  was  twice  married  and  had  ten  chil- 
dren. His  first  wife  was  Sally,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Darling,  Esq.,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children,  as  follows : Albert, 
June  20,  1819;  Amanda,  Jan.  21,  1822;  Alanson, 
Feb.  6,  1826;  and  Sarah,  Dec.  2,  1827.  The  mother 
of  these  died  Feb.  6,  1828,  aged  twenty-seven  years, 
four  months,  and  on  March  2,  1830,  he  married 
(second)  Perley  Bates,  there  being  six  children  by 


this  union:  Sabra,  born  Oct.  19,  1831 ; Ellen,  June 
29,  1834  (died  March  7,  1835)  ; Henry,  Oct.  4, 
1836  (died  July  9,  1844)  ; Ellen  Maria,  Nov.  19,. 
1839  (died  Aug.  18,  1841)  ; Edward,  March  22  (or 
23),  1843;  Maria  Louisa,  May  7,  1848  (died 
May  i8th,  of  the  same  year). 

(IX)  Edw'ard  Thayer,  fifth  child  of  Alanson 
and  Perley  (Bates)  Thayer,  was  born  March  23 
(or  22),  1843,  i'”*  Pawtucket,  IMass.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
was  graduated  from  high  school.  His  first  em- 
ployment was  as  clerk  in  the  Slater  State  Bank. 
When  but  eighteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the 
9th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  serving  a three  months’  term. 
Upon  his  return  be  entered  his  father’s  mill  to  learn 
print  cloth  manufacturing,  acquiring  a general 
knowledge  of  this  business.  He  then  went  into 
partnership  with  James  Taft,  in  the  old  Greene  mill 
on  River  street,  and  there  they  manufactured  braid 
under  the  name  of  the  Slater  Braid  Company.  This 
enterprise  not  proving  a success,  Mr.  Thayer  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  therein  and  entered  the  firm 
of  R.  B.  Gage  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  cotton,  yarn 
and  knitted  fabrics,  the  mill  being  on  the  site  of  the 
historic  Kent  mill,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  act 
incorporating  Pawtucket  in  1828. 

In  1867  Edward  Thayer  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  his  father,  purchased  this  mill,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  under  the  firm  name  of  the 
Lebanon  Mill  Company.  Less  than  two  years  later 
i\Ir.  Thayer’s  father  retired  from  the  business  and 
Edward  continued  to  conduct  it  alone,  until  in  1875,. 
the  business  having  doubled,  he  admitted  S.  Eugene 
Wood  as’  partner.  In  1881  he  purchased-  Mr. 
Wood’s  interest.  In  February,  1887,  the  mill  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire,  and  Mr.  Thayer  secured 
the  Payne  building  on  Broad  street,  which  he  oc- 
cupied until  he  had  rebuilt  on  the  site  of  the  old 
mill,  the  building  now  being  occupied  by  the  Paw- 
tucket Dyeing  & Bleaching  Company.  Mr.  Thayer 
was  a director  and  the  general  manager  of  the  Dex- 
ter Yarn  Company,  of  Pawtucket,  and  of  the  Kent- 
Stanley  Company,  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  prominent  in  political  affairs^ 
and  was  for  a number  of  years  a member  of  the  Re- 
publican town  committee ; served  in  the  town  coun- 
cil ; was  a member  of  the  board  of  license  commis- 
sioners, and  for  several  sessions  represented  Paw- 
tucket in  the  General  Assembly.  In  1892  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention, 
which  nominated  Benjamin  Harrison  for  President. 
Mr.  Thayer  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Union 
Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Chapter, 
No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  R.  & S. 
M. ; Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T., 
of  Pawtucket,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  No- 
bles of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Providence.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Boston  Home  Market  Club ; the 
New  York  Republican  Club;  the  Manhattan  Cluh 
of  New  York;  the  Providence  Athletic  Associa- 
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tion ; the  Union  Club  of  Providence ; the  Towso- 
mett  Club  of  Chatham,  Mass.,  and  the  Pawtucket 
Business  Men’s  Association.  He  served  in  the  Paw- 
tucket Cavalry  as  sergeant  and  lieutenant,  and  was 
lieutenant-colonel  and  later  colonel  of  the  Tower 
Light  Battery.  He  was  commissioned  major  of  the 
2d  Brigade  by  Governor  Burnside.  In  religious 
matters  Mr.  Thayer  was  connected  with  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  served  on  various,  com- 
mittees thereof.  His  death  occurred  in  Pawtucket, 
Feb.  13,  1899. 

On  May  i,  1865,  Colonel  Thayer  was  married 
to  Emma  L.  Dexter,  daughter  of  Simon  Dexter,  of 
Pawtucket,  and  to  this  union  were  born  six  chil- 
dren; S.  Willard,  Oct.  5,  1868;  Alanson,  April 
12,  1869;  Amy  J.,  March  9,  1871;  Florence,  Dec. 
31,  1872;  Edward,  Jr.,  Jan.  2,  1875;  and  Emma  D., 
Jan.  2,  1875. 

S.  Willard  Thayer  is  president  of  the  Lebanon 
Mill  Company,  and  treasurer  of  the  Dexter  Yarn 
Company.  He  is  also  a director  of  the  Pawtucket 
Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company.  In  poli- 
tical matters  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  served 
his  city  as  a member  of  the  council,  and  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  aldermen  for  two  years,  acting 
as  president  of  the  latter  body.  He  is  fraternally 
connected  with  the  Masons,  being  a Shriner,  and  a 
member  of  the  same  Masonic  bocfies  as  his  father. 
Mr.  Thayer  is  unmarried. 

Alanson  Thayer,  second  son  of  the  Colonel,  is 
treasurer  of  the  Lebanon  Mill  Company.  He  is 
now  serving  his  third  term  in  the  common  council, 
to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket ; 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  a Knight 
Templar  and  a Shriner;  and  is  also  connected 
with  the  Business  Men’s  Association  and  the  To 
Kalon  Club.  On  April  19,  1893,  Alanson  Thayer 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Graham,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Graham,  of  Pawtucket,  and  two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union : Edward  Alan- 
son and  Oman  Graham. 

Amy  J.  Thayer,  third  child  of  Colonel  Thayer, 
married  Yulliam  H.  Barclay,  of  Pawtucket,  and 
they  have  two  children : Ruth  Thayer  and  Y’illiam 
H.  Barclay,  Jr. 

Florence  Thayer,  fourth  child  of  Colonel 
Thayer,  married  George  R.  S.  Killam,  of  Paw- 
tucket. 

Edward  Thayer,  Jr.,  the  fifth  in  the  family,  was 
born  in  Pawtucket  and  at  that  place  received  his 
early  educational  training.  This  he  supplemented 
by  a three  years’  course  at  Brown  University,  since 
leaving  which  he  has  been  identified  with  tlie  Leb- 
anon infill  Company,  of  which  institution  he  is  now 
serving  as  secretary.  He  is  a member  of  various 
IMasonic  bodies,  holding  membership  in  St.  Martin’s 
Lodge,  of  Chatham,  Mass. ; Sylvester  Chapter,  of 
Harwich,  Mass. ; Sutton  Commandery,  of  New 
Bedford,  and  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Providence.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  To 
Kalon  Cluh,  of  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Thayer  was  mar- 


ried Sept.  5,  1906,  to  Miss  Bessie  L.  Gelb,  daughter 
of  Victor  Gelb,  and  has  one  daughter,  Caroline 
Louise,  born  Sept.  12,  1907. 

Emma  D.  Thayer,  twin  sister  of  Edward,  Jr., 
married  Paul  E.  Aldrich,  of  Providence. 

(VHI)  Samuel  Thayer,  the  third  child  of 
Ebenezer  and  Sabra  (Darling)  Thayer,  was  born 
April  22,  1804,  Bellingham,  Mass.  He  owned  a 
large  farm  at  that  place,  also  dealt  largely  in  cat- 
tle, raising  steers  and  breaking  them  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  and  in  connection  with  agricultural 
pursuits  engaged  for  part  of  the  year  in  brush-mak- 
ing with  Aquilla  Cook.  He  was  a man  of  magnifi- 
cent physique,  being  over  six  feet  in  height  and 
powerfully  built,  had  a pleasant  and  genial  disposi- 
tion, and  was  greatly  respected  and  immensely 
popular.  His  early  death,  which  occurred  about 
1858,  was  due  to  injuries  received  in  a severe  fall 
which  he  had  while  training  a young  steer. 

In  1826  Mr.  Thayer  married  Miranda  Sherman, 
of  Foxboro,  Mass.,  and  the  following  children  were 
born  to  this  union;  Allen,  born  May  ii,  1827,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Woon- 
socket, where  he  died,  married  Ellen  Cooke,  of  Mil- 
ford, Mass. ; Ellis,  born  June  9,  1830,  who  was  a 
brush-maker  in  Pawtucket  for  many  years,  at  which 
place  he  died,  married  Mary  E.  Smith;  Julia  Ann, 
born  Jan.  10,  1836,  married  George  F.  Greene,  a 
brush  manufacturer  of  North  Attleboro,  where  he 
died;  Sarah  Wilber,  born  Sept.  28,  1838,  married 
Henry  E.  Craig,  a grocer  of  Walpole,  Mass.,  and 
later  town  clerk  for  many  years ; George  Wesley, 
born  Sept.  28,  1844,  who  died  in  1873,  married 
Annie  Gillson,  of  Woonsocket,  who  survives  him ; 
Philo  Elisha  was  born  March  4,  1847. 

(IX)  Philo  Elisha  Thayer,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Miranda  (Sherman)  Thayer,  was  born  March  4, 
1847,  Bellingham,  Mass.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  place  until  his  eleventh  year, 
at  which  time  his  mother  removed  to  Woonsocket, 
R.  L,  and  there  he  attended  the  grammar  and  high 
schools.  His  mother  then  removed  to  West  Milton, 
Ohio,  where  she  married  Samuel  Kelley,  a woolen 
manufacturer.  Young  Thayer  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  high  school  of  West  Milton,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1863.  During  the  life- 
time of  his  father  he  had  acquired  a knowledge  of 
brush-making;  and  in  1864,  on  his  return  East,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brother  Ellis,  at  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  He  remained  there  but  a few  months, 
however,  when  he  engaged  with  his  brother  Allen, 
continuing  with  him  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  until 
1870.  In  this  year  two  of  Mr.  Thayer’s  brothers, 
Ellis  and  George  W.,  purchased  Thomas  Greene’s 
brush  works,  on  East  avenue,  Pawtucket,  and  Philo 
was  appointed  foreman  of  the  factory,  a capacity  in 
which  he  continued  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  this 
time  going  to  Woonsocket,  where  he  entered  the 
grocery  store  of  A.  B.  Warfield.  Continuing  there 
for  about  one  year,  he  in  1873,  on  account  of  the  ill- 
ness of  his  brother  George  W.,  returned  to  Paw- 
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tucket,  resuming  his  former  position  as  foreman  of 
the  brush  factory.  Later  in  the  year  he  purchased 
George  W.’s  interest  in  the  business,  and  in  part- 
nership with  Ellis  continued  the  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Thayer  Brothers,  until  1880.  In  the 
latter  year  he  purchased  his  partner’s  interest  and 
from  that  time  conducted  the  business  under  the 
name  of  P.  E.  Thayer  & Co.,  at  No.  34  East  avenue, 
until  its  recent  incorporation.  Lhider  his  able  and 
progressive  management  it  prospered  greatly  and 
advanced  steadily,  now  giving  employment  to  fifty 
hands,  in  the  manufacture  of  brushes  of  all  kinds. 
In  June,  1907,  the  business  was  incorporated  as  P. 
E.  i liayer  Company,  with  P.  E.  Thayer  as  pres- 
ident and  treasurer,  and  B.  Frank  Searll,  secre- 
tary. jNIr.  Thayer  was  also  interested  in  a brush 
factory  in  Woonsocket,  but  in  1893  disposed  of  his 
interests  at  that  place  to  his  nephew,  Walter  S. 
Thayer. 

Mr.  Philo  E.  Thayer  was  a director  in  the  Paw- 
tucket Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Isaac 
Shove  Insurance  Company,  and  the  Oneida  Electric 
Light  & Power  Co.,  of  New  York,  in  which  he  was 
also  a member  of  the  executive  committee. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  long  an  active  ])articipant  in 
public  affairs,  and  a leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  his  section.  In  1886,  1887,  1888, 
1889,  1890  and  i8c)5  he  represented  the  Third  ward 
in  the  city  council  ; was  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  in  1896,  1897  and  1898,  and  president  of 
the  l)oard  for  four  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
special  committee  of  the  city  council  in  charge  of 
the  Cotton  Centennial  in  1890,  and  was  the  chair- 
man of  the  sub-committee  on  manufactures,  under 
whose  supervision  cotton  was  taken  in  its  raw  state 
from  the  brush  and  manufactured  into  cloth  all  in 
one  building,  a feat  of  mechanical  skill,  as  applied 
to  manufacture,  jjerhaps  never  before  attempted. 
Pie  was  one  of  the  commission  on  the  new  State 
line.  May  24,  1897.  Mr.  Thayer  was  also  elected 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  served 
faithfully  as  a member  of  that  body  for  a period  of 
six  years.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Pawtucket  com- 
mission to  abolish  grade  crossings. 

P'rom  1864  to  1871  Mr.  Thayer  was  a member 
of  the  Woonsocket  Light  Artillery,  retiring  with 
the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  This  battery  offered  its 
services  to  the  National  Government  during  the 
Civil  war,  but  could  not  be  accepted  as  light  artil- 
lery. 

Mr.  Thayer  held  high  rank  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  been  a Shriner,  a thirty-second 
degree  iMason,  and  he  held  membership  in  Morning 
Star  Lodge.  Pinion  Chapter,  Pawtucket  Council. 
Woonsocket  Commandery,  L'nited  States  Consistory, 
and  Palestine  Temple,  IMystic  Shrine.  He  was  also 
connected  with  Eureka  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Woon- 
socket; Pawtucket  Council,  No.  5^7.  Royal  Arca- 
num, of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  twelve  years 
and  regent  for  one  year;  and  Hope  Lodge,  No.  186. 
Knights  of  Honor,  of  Pawtucket.  He  was  a mem- 


ber of  the  Central  Club  of  Providence  and  of  the 
West  Side  Club  for  several  years,  as  well  as  of  the 
Pawtucket  Business  JMen's  Association.  Mr. 
Thayer’s  religious  connection  was  with  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  on  High  street,  in  which  he  held 
official  position  as  a member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees. i\Ir.  Thayer  passed  away  March  12,  1908. 

On  March  7,  1866,  IMr.  Thayer  was  married  to 
Georgianna  F.  Arnold,  daughter  of  Ira  W.  and 
Harriet  (Snell)  Arnold,  now  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
but  formerly  of  Plainfield,  Conn.  To  this  union 
there  were  born  children  as  follows;  ( i) 
Anna  Louise,  born  June  17,  1868,  married  Dr. 
Frank  R.  Jenks,  of  Pawtucket,  later  of  Vermont, 
and  now  in  business  with  his  father.  They  have 
two  children ; Richmond  Thayer,  born  Oct.  16, 
1895,  and  Harry  Arnold,  born  Dec.  31,  1905.  (2) 
Hattie  Miranda,  born  Nov.  13,  1870,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  N.  Curtis  Fletcher,  of  Providence, 
and  has  one  son,  Ralph  p'letcher,  born  Dec.  2, 
1889. 

LITTLEFIELD  (Pawtucket  and  vicinity  fam- 
ily). The  Littlefields  of  Pawtucket  and  vicinity,  as 
a family,  like  in  particular  the  Sayles  and  Darling 
families  of  that  locality,  have  shown  themselves  es- 
pecially forceful  characters  and  unnsually  successful 
business  men,  founding  and  developing  extensiv^e 
enterprises  which  have  contributed  greatly  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  their  locality  and  the 
State.  Of  the  Littlefield  name  the  brothers,  the  late 
Hon.  Daniel  Green  Littlefield,  a man  of  mechanical 
genius  and  inventive  turn,  a successful  promoter 
and  developer  of  enterprises,  and  who  at  one  time 
was  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island  and 
several  times  a legislator  in  Massachusetts ; the  late 
Hon.  George  Leander  Littlefield,  also  a successful 
founder  and  conductor  of  manufacturing  concerns, 
and  as  well  an  excellent  financier,  who  for  years 
was  a bank  president,  and  at  one  time  his  party’s 
choice  for  the  Lhiited  States  Senate  and  twice  its 
candidate  for  Governor ; and  the  late  Hon.  Alfred 
Henry  Littlefield,  also  conspicuous  in  the  industrial 
life  of  his  community  and  the  .State,  and  its  thirty- 
first  governor  (1880-1882-1883,  three  terms),  and 
as  well  several  times  State  Senator  and  a successful 
and  self-made  man,  made  for  themselves  an  en- 
during place  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

The  Rhode  Island  Littlefields  have  been  continu- 
ous here  through  two  centuries,  their  early  and 
general  home  here  being  in  Block  Island,  where, 
says  the  history  of  that  subdivision,  Caleb  and  Na- 
thaniel Littlefield  were  admitted  freemen  in  1721. 
and  where  the  name  has  figured  con.spicuously  in 
public  affairs,  through  generations,  members  of  the 
family  maintaining  a very  respcctahle  ])osition  in 
society.  It  was  a Littlefield — Katherine,  daughter 
of  John  and  Phebe  (Ray)  Littlefield — who  became 
the  wife  of  the  distinguished  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene 
of  the  Revolution.  For  many  years  the  town  of 
New  .Shoreham,  Block  Island,  was  re|)rcsented  in 
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the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  by  members 
of  the  Littlefield  family,  one  of  the  name,  Hon.  John 
Littlefield,  occupying  a seat  in  that  body  for  nearly 
thirty-six  years.  In  the  town  of  New  Shoreham  is 
recorded  the  marriage  of  Caleb  Littlefield,  Jr.,  to 
Mercy  Mott,  as  taking  place  July  i,  1714,  and  it 
is  the  first  shown  by  the  vital  statistics,  Mr.  Little- 
field being  referred  to  as  of  Kings  Town.  In 
sketches  of  the  Pawtucket  branch  of  the  Littlefield 
family,  sons  of  the  late  John  and  Deborah  (Himes) 
Littlefield,  their  lineage  is  given  as  descendants  of 
Edmund  Littlefield,  latterly  of  Wells,  i\Ie.,  through 
Francis,  Caleb,  Nathaniel,  Nathaniel  (2),  John,  and 
John  Littlefield  (2).  These  generations  in  detail 
and  in  chronological  order  follow. 

(I)  Edmund  Littlefield,  born  in  1591-92  in  Tich- 
field,  England,  came  to  New  England  in  1637,  and 
was  of  Boston,  Exeter  and  Wells,  dying  at  the  last 
named  place,  Dec.  ii,  1661.  His  widow,  whose 
Christian  name  was  Ann  (or  Annis),  died  in  1678. 
Mr.  Littlefield  was  a man  of  distinction  at  Wells, 
Maine,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and 
with  Wheelwright  and  Knight  was  a commissioner. 
Some  members  of  the  Littlefield  family  have  him 
a churchman  and  Royalist  who  for  political  and 
religious  opinions  was  excluded  from  Boston.  In 
his  will  is  mentioned  wife  Ann,  and  children : 
Francis,  Anthony,  Thomas.  John,  Francis  (2),  Eliz- 
abeth, Alary  and  Hannah  L. 

(II)  Francis  Littlefield,  son  of  Edmund,  born 
in  1619,  at  Tichfield,  England,  married  (first)  Jane, 
daughter  of  Ralph  Hill,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.  She 
died  Dec.  20,  1646,  and  he  married  (second)  in 
1648,  Rebecca.  Air.  Littlefield  was  a proprietor  at 
M oburn  in  1646,  was  of  Dover  in  1648,  and  re- 
moved to  Wells.  He  was  a leader  in  support  of  the 
Alassachusetts  cause,  a representative  in  1660,  and 
took  the  oath,  with  Francis,  Jr.,  Anthony  and 
Thomas  Littlefield,  probably  his  sons,  as  may  have 
been  John.  He  had  a daughter  Sarah,  and  also  a 
daughter  Alary,  the  latter  of  whom  was  by  the  first 
marriage. 

(III)  Caleb  Littlefield,  assumed  by  dififerent 
members  of  the  family  a son  of  Francis,  was  born 
in  1653,  in  Wells,  Alaine. 

(IM)  Nathaniel  Littlefield,  son  of  Caleb,  born 
in  1694.  married  Jan.  16,  1726  (of  New  Shoreham, 
Block  Island.  R.  I.,  town  record,  as  are  also  the 
births  of  their  children),  Alargaret  Alitchell,  and 
their  children  were:  Alary,  born  Feb.  26,  1727; 
Anthony,  Feb.  22,  1728-29  ; Caleb,  April  9,  1733; 
Nathaniel,  July  25,  1735;  Daniel,  Jan.  i,  1737;  and 
Sylvanus,  April  5,  1739.  Air.  Littlefield  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  in  1721  of  New  Shoreham  (Block 
Island),  R.  I.,  where  he  was  a prominent  public 
man,  being  a representative  from  his  town  in  the 
legislature  in  1738,  1740,  1746,  1748  and  1754. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Littlefield  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Alargaret  (Alitchell),  born  July  25,  1735,  mar- 
ried Feb.  18,  1760,  Catherine  Sands,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  New  Shoreham  town  record  were;  Solo- 


mon AA,  born  Alay  9,  1761  ; Hannah,  Feb.  19,  1763; 
Betty,  Aug.  25,  1765;  Charity,  Feb.  9,  1767;  Cath- 
erine, Nov.  10,  1770;  and  John,  Alay  12,  1773.  Air. 
Littlefield  was  admitted  freehian  in  1756.  He,  too, 
was  a prominent  public  man,  serving  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  1758,  and  again  in  1762. 

(VI)  John  Littlefield,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Catherine  (Sands),  was  born  Alay  12,  1773. 

(\'"II)  John  Littlefield  (2),  son  of  John 
Littlefield,  born  July  15.  1798,  in  Kings 

Town,  R.  L,  married  Alarch  ii,  1816,  Deborah 
Himes,  born  Alarch  30,  1798,  in  North  Kings  Town, 
and  eleven  children  were  born  to  them.  Air.  Little- 
field removed  from  North  Kings  Town,  R.  I.,  to 
the  town  of  Scituate,  in  the  same  State,  in  about 
1828,  and  thence  in  1831  to  Natick,  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  R.  L,  where  he  died  June  23,  1847.  His 
widow  survived  him  many  years,  dying  at  Paw- 
tucket, R.  L,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  They 
were  plain,  unassuming  good  people,  and  they  held 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  communities  in  which 
their  lives  were  j^assed,  and  reared  a family  of  chil- 
dren to  do  them  honor. 

(Vni)  Daniel  Green  Littlefield,  son  of 
John  and  Deborah  (Himes)  Littlefield,  born  Nov. 
23,  1822,  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  married  (first) 
in  1843,  Alaria  B.  Collins,  of  Natick,  R.  L,  and  after 
her  death  (second)  in  1866,  Alaria  Antoinette  AIc- 
Alurray,  daughter  of  John  G.  AIcAIurray,  of  Lan- 
singburg.  New  York, 

His  father’s  family  having  removed  to  the  town 
of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  in  the  late  twenties  Daniel  G,  at 
the  early  age  of  eight  years  became  an  employee 
in  the  Jackson  cotton  mill  of  that  town,  and  from 
that  time  on  until  he  reached  manhood  he  was  em- 
ployed in  cotton  and  woolen  mills  or  machine  shops, 
passing  through  the  dififei'ent  grades  from  bobbin 
boy  to  superintendent. 

From  1846  to  1863  Air.  Littlefield  was  a resident 
of  Alassachusetts,  and  variously  occupied,  first  as- 
sisting in  starting  a cotton  mill  at  Florence,  North- 
ampton, then  for  a coui)le  of  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  drv  goods  business  at  Northampton  Center ; 
and  for- the  succeeding  two  years  he  was  in  charge 
of  a cotton  mill  at  Haydenville,  having  assisted  in 
its  establishment.  Following  this  experience,  as- 
sociated with  his  brothers  George  Leander  and 
Alfred  Henry,  he  was  occupied  for  a brief  period  in 
conducting  a general  country  store  at  the  last  named 
])oint.  This  was  followed  by  an  engagement  for  a 
time  as  salesman  and  agent  for  Alessrs.  Hayden  & 
Sanders,  who  operated  a cotton  mill.  The  year  1856 
again  found  him  at  Florence,  where  he  remained 
until  1863,  occupied  respectively  in  the  manufacture 
of  daguerreotype  cases  and  sewing  machines,  and 
was  president  of  the  Florence  Sewing  Alachine  Com- 
]iany.  In  1863  Air.  Littlefield  became  permanently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Pawtucket 
and  vicinity,  assuming  in  that  year  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth  Com- 
pany. It  was  under  his  direction  that  the  large  mill 
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of  that  company  at  Central  Falls,  R.  L,  was  built 
and  its  equipment  placed;  and  in  1865  he  visited 
Europe  in  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  again 
in  1866,  1868,  1871  and  1872.  \\diile  abroad  he 
traveled  extensively,  visiting  the  principal  countries 
of  Europe,  making  a protracted  stay  in  Southern 
Russia,  the  great  horse  hair  market  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Littlefield  began  his  political  life  as  a Whig, 
and  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  be- 
came identified  with  it  and  ever  afterward  remained 
stanch  in  its  principles.  While  at  Florence  in  1861 
and  1862,  he  represented  Northampton  in  the 
Lower  House  af  the  Massachusetts  Assembly.  He 
was  elected  by  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  in  1889 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  State,  serving  one  year. 
His  religious  connections  were  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Pawtucket,  of  which  he  was  a trus- 
tee and  a liberal  contributor.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Mr.  Littlefield  was  president  of  the  Pawtucket 
Hair  Cloth  Company;  the  Royal  Weaving  Com- 
pany, the  building  and  machinery  of  which  had  been 
erected  under  his  direct  supervision ; the  J.  IM. 
Carpenter  Tap  & Die  Company;  the  Cumberland 
Mills  Company ; the  James  Davis  Belting  Company ; 
and  the  Florence  [Machine  Company,  at  Florence, 
Mass.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Providence 
County  Savings  Bank.  For  a third  of  a century 
Mr.  Littlefield’s  life  was  passed  at  Pawtucket  and 
vicinity,  chiefly  in  the  role  of  developing  industries. 
He  was  known  widely  as  an  ingenious  mechanic,  in- 
ventor and  manufacturer.  He  was  a remarkably 
successful  man  and  by  his  inventive  genius,  his  me- 
chanical skill  and  his  rare  business  ability  he  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  success  of  many  enterprises ; 
and,  notwithstanding  his  position  and  means  and  his 
great  success,  he  was  modest  and  unassuming,  easily 
approached,  kindly  and  considerate.  He  was  a man 
of  a tender  heart  and  strong  sympathies  and  of  the 
highest  sense  of  honor.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
said  one  who  had  sustained  constant  business  con- 
nections with  him  for  twenty-five  years,  and  also  a 
man  of  marked  individuality,  the  late  Hon.  H.  B. 
Aletcalf,  that  beyond  the  immediate  sphere  of  his 
business  partnership  the  deceased,  when  he 
gave  his  confidence,  gave  is  unreservedly,  and 
cherished  such  friendship  with  tenderness  and  firm- 
ness ; that  in  those  tw'enty-five  years  he  did  not 
recall  a single  instance  wherein  [Mr.  Littlefield 
seemed  to  have  been  suspected  of  an  intention  to 
wrong  any  one  with  whom  he  was  dealing.  Mr. 
Littlefield  was  a commanding  figure,  a man  of  mag- 
nificent proportions,  standing  six  feet  in  height, 
whose  face  beamed  with  genuine  kindliness  of  heart 
that  inspired  respect  and  admiration. 

To  the  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Littlefield  were 
born  four  daughters,  only  one  of  whom  survived 
the  mother,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
Two  children,  Leland  H.  and  Florence  A.,  were 
born  to  the  second  marriage.  Mr.  Littlefield’s  home 
was  at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  where  he  occupied  at  the 


corner  of  Broad  and  Central  streets  one  of  the  hand- 
somest mansions  of  the  place.  Here  he  died  May 
31,  1891,  and  here  were  held  the  funeral  services 
over  the  remains,  which  in  main  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  Alexander  McGregor,  pastor  of  the  Pawtucket 
Congregational  Church ; and  which  were  largely  • 
attended  by  his  former  friends  and  business  asso- 
ciates from  all  parts  of  the  State.  The  interment 
was  at  Swan  Point  Cemetery,  Providence. 

On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Littlefield’s  death  the 
Pawtucket  Evening  Times  said  editorially: 

“The  death  of  Hon.  Daniel  G.  Littlefield  is  gen- 
•erally  regretted  throughout  the  Blackstone  Valley, 
with  whose  interests  he  had  been  identified  since 
early  in  the  sixties.  He  was  a leader  in  many  of 
the  most  important  enterprises  of  Pavftucket  and 
Central  Falls,  and  his  prominence  was  achieved  by 
his  own  efforts,  as  he  began  life  with  no  capital  ex- 
cept a well-balanced  head  and  an  ambition  to  excel 
in  whatever  he  undertook.  He  earned  his  first 
money  as  a bobbin  boy  in  a Scituate  mill,  and  by 
mastering  every  detail  as  he  went  along  he  fitted 
himself  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  the  large  in- 
dustries that  were  intrusted  to  his  supervision.  His 
career  is  an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  attention  to  duty,  and  it  is  worthy  of  study  by 
every  young  man  who  desires  to  rise  from  the 
ranks. 

“Pawtucket  owes  a large  share  of  her  prosperity 
to  Mr.  Littlefield,  who  was  at  the  head  of  more  than 
one  business  establishment,  and  had  he  been  spared 
he  would  have  done  more  for  this  city  and  the  place 
tributary  to  it.  Although  he  had  reached  an  age  at 
which  most  men  are  glad  to  lay  down  the  cares  of 
business,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  what  had  been 
accomplished ; he  had  hopes  of  adding  another  in- 
dustry to  those  he  had  placed  upon  a paying  basis. 
The  passage  of  the  new  tariff  bill  encouraged  him 
to  build  a new  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  a class 
of  goods  never  before  produced  in  this  country,  and 
he  was  confident  that  if  the  law  was  not  changed 
he  could  compete  with  the  English  mill  owners,  who 
had  a monopoly  until  the  McKinley  bill  enabled 
Americans  to  enter  the  field.  He  w’as  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  new  venture  until  he  left  the  mill  a 
few  days  ago  for  the  last  time,  and,  notwithstanding 
he  had  almost  reached  the  limit  of  three  score  and 
ten,  he  worked  as  many  hours  as  if  he  had  been  in 
middle  life.  He  died  in  the  harness,  and  the  com- 
munity has  lost  one  whose  place  cannot  easily  be 
filled  in  public  life  and  in  business  circles.” 

(VHI)  George  Leander  Littlefield,  son  of 
John  and  Deborah  (Himes)  Littlefield,  born  Dec. 
20,  1824,  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  married  (first) 
in  August,  1846,  Ann  Frances  Cobb,  and  after  her 
death  (second)  in  July,  1849,  Harriet  Messenger, 
the  adopted  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Bathsheba 
Benedict,  of  Central  Falls,  Rhode  Island. 

During  his  childhood  his  father’s  family  re- 
moved in  the  late  twenties  from  North  Kingstown 
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to  Scituate  and  thence  to  Natick  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  R.  L,  in  1831.  After  a limited  education, 
and  at  an  early  age,  the  son  was  placed  as  an  oper- 
ative in  a cotton  mill,  continuing  so  occupied  until 
seventeen  years  of  age.  His  next  experience  was  as 
a clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  Valley  Falls,  R.  1.  This 
was  followed  hy  a similar  position  in  a dry  goods 
store  at  Pawtucket  carried  on  by  Mr.  Joseph  W. 
Davis,  for  which  services  he  received  six  and  a half 
dollars  per  week.  This  business  did  not  prove  a 
success  to  Mr.  Davis,  and  not  long  after  Mr.  Little- 
field’s engagement  commenced  failure  marked  the 
enterprise,  and  the  newcomer  was  prevailed  upon 
by  the  party  holding  the  mortgage  upon  it  to  con- 
tinue the  business.  This  afforded  the  young  man 
his  first  opportunity  to  display  his  business  sagacity, 
but  he  rose  ecpial  to  the  occasion  and  by  his  conduct 
of  the  business  he  was  enabled  not  only  to  pay  off 
tne  mortgage,  and  settle  all  of  the  outstanding  bills 
against  the  concern,  but  also  to  have  a credit  in  the 
bank  of  $900.  This  business  Mr.  Littlefield  sold  in 
1851,  and  from  that  time  until  December,  1854,  he 
was  a partner  with  his  brothers  Daniel  G.  and 
Alfred  H.  Littlefield  in  the  thread  business,  with 
stores  at  Haydenville  and  Pawtucket.  He  was  also 
for  a time  during  this  period  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  jewelry.  Mr.  George  L.  Littlefield  and 
his  brother,  Alfred  H.,  in  December,  1854,  became 
associated  with  Mr.  David  Ryder,  under  the  firm 
name  of  David  Ryder  & Co.,  in  the  manufacture  of 
threads  and  yarns.  Mr.  Ryder  withdrawing  from 
the  business,  it  was  continued  from  January,  1858, 
to  July,  1889,  by  the  Littlefield  Brothers,  George  L. 
and  Alfred  H.,  Mr.  George  L.  Littlefield  retiring 
from  the  business  in  1889. 

Upon  the  organization  in  1866  of  the  Cumber- 
land Mills  Company,  George  L.  Littlefield  was 
chosen  its  president  and  manager  and  for  the  long 
period  of  twenty-one  years  sustained  such  relations 
to  the  corporation.  An  industry,  originating  in 
Pawtucket  and  which  brought  wealth  to  a number 
of  its  citizens  and  a livelihood  to  a great  many,  was 
the  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth  Company,  which  had  a 
monopoly  of  the  manufacture  of  hair  cloth  in  the 
early  sixties.  In  the  organization  of  this  company 
Mr.  Littlefield  was  one  of  the  guiding  spirits.  His 
quick  discernment,  sound  judgment,  extended 
knowledge  of  current  affairs  eminently  qualified 
him  for  the  manifold  duties  that  devolved"  upon  him, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fluctuations  and  competi- 
tions in  various  channels  of  business  he  invariably 
maintained  an  unbroken  front  which  secured  for 
him  a prestige  throughout  the  United  States  as  one 
of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  New  England. 

For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Little- 
field occupied  a prominent  position  in  the  financial 
affairs  of  Providence.  He  was  chosen  a director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Providence  Jan.  ii, 
1881,  and  on  the  25th  of  August,  1885,  became  vice- 
president  of  that  institution,  succeeding  to  the  pres- 
idency in  1891.  This  position  he  held  the  remainder 


of  his  life.  He  was  also  a director  in  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company,  and  a stockholder  in  many  of  the 
leading  manufacturing  industries  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Littlefield  was  of  an  unassuming  nature  and 
was  not  a seeker  of  office,  yet  his  broadness  in  all 
life’s  work  found  him  ever  ready  to  aid  his  party  in 
its  achievements  with  town,  city.  State  and  national 
interests.  His  business  reputation  so  prominently 
before  the  people  of  his  city  and  State,  he  was  re- 
peatedly appealed  to  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name 
and  to  accept  important  nominations,  which  resulted 
in  his  election  for  two  years  as  a member  of  the 
town  council  of  Pawtucket,  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  1883-84,  and  re-elected  1897-98.  He 
was  twice  the  nominee  of  his  party,  the  Democratic, 
for  Mayor  of  Pawtucket,  and  for  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island  in  1895  and  1896.  Another  honor 
conferred  by  his  party  was  its  choice  of  him  for 
United  States  Senator.  The  history  of  Mr.  Lit- 
tlefield’s political  career  is  his  best  eulogy  and 
stands  as  a monument  of  his  fidelity  to  his  party. 

One  child,  Mary  Frances,  now  deceased,  was 
born  to  the  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Littlefield. 

Mr.  Littlefield  died  at  his  home  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  L,  Dec.  19,  1902,  the  funeral  taking  place  from 
his  late  residence  on  High  street  in  that  city.  The 
funeral  was  largely  attended,  there  being  present 
many  of  the  bankers  from  all  over  the  State,  and 
the  various  enterprises  with  which  the  deceased 
had  been  connected  were  represented.  The  services 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Frank  Rector,  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  which  the  deceased 
had  been  a member,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Wooly, 
pastor  of  the  Park  Place  Congregational  Church. 
A high  tribute  was  paid  to  the  life  of  Mr.  Little- 
field. The  interment  was  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery, 
Providence.  The  honorary  pall  bearers  were  Wil- 
liam H.  Colwell,  Bela  P.  Clapp,  Hiram  H.  Johnson 
and  Daniel  A.  Clark,  the  four  senior  deacons  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Pawtucket. 

Mrs.  Harriet  (Messenger)  Littlefield  died  at 
her  home  on  High  street,  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island. 

(VIII)  Alfred  Henry  Littlefield,  son  of 
John  and  Deborah  (Himes)  Littlefield,  born  April 
2,  1829,  in  Scituate,  R.  L,  married  Feb.  9,  1853, 
Rebecca  Jane,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Jane 
(Padwell)  Northup,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  and 
four  children  blessed  the  marriage. 

Mr.  Littlefield  received  the  rudiments  of  an  ed- 
ucation in  the  village  school  at  Natick  in  the  town 
of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  to  which  point  his  parents  had 
removed  when  he  was  less  than  three  years  of  age. 
At  an  early  age,  in  1837,  he  began  employment  in 
the  Sprague  IMills  there,  remaining  until  the  fall 
of  1844,  again  attended  the  school  at  Natick 
for  six  months.  The  next  year,  in  May,  1845,  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Mr.  Joseph 
i\I.  Davis,  a merchant  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  and 
also  engaged  in  a small  way  in  putting  up  skein 
and  spool  cotton.  Mr.  Davis  was  succeeded  in  the 
business  by  IMr.  George  L.  Littlefield,  an  elder 
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brother  of  Alfred  H.,  who  associated  with  him  Elias 
Nickerson.  This  was  in  1846  or  1847,  and  two  years 
later,  in  1849,  George  L.  Littlefield  became 
sole  proprietor,  the  younger  Littlefield  brother  con- 
tinuing as  clerk  until  1851,  when  George  L.  Little- 
field sold  the  store.  At  this  period  was  formed  the 
firm  of  Littlefield  Brothers,  who  continued  the 
thread  business,  with  stores  at  Haydenville,  Alass. 
(where  another  brother,  Daniel  G.  Littlefield,  had 
charge), and  also  at  Pawtucket,  Mr.  A.  II.  Littlefield 
being  in  charge  of  the  latter  until  in  December,  1854, 
when  the  store  business  was  sold  out.  George  L.  and 
A.  H.  Littlefield  then  became  associated  in  business 
with  David  Ryder,  under  the  firm  name  of  David 
Ryder  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  threads  and  yarns. 
Mr.  Ryder’s  interest  was  purchased,  and  from  Jan- 
uary, 1858,  to  July  I,  1889,  the  business  was  carried 
on  by  George  L.  and  Alfred  H.  Littlefield,  under 
the  name  of  Littlefield  Brothers.  George  L.  Little- 
field retired  from  the  business  in  1889,  and  it  was 
incorporated,  a company  having  been  formed  for 
its  continuance.  Of  this  company  Alfred  H.  Little- 
field became  the  first  president,  and  his  sons,  Eben 
N.  and  Alfred  H.,  Jr.,  treasurer  and  secretary,  re- 
spectively. The  company  is  still  in  operation,  and 
its  business  one  of  the  extensive  industries  of  Paw- 
tucket and  the  State,  its  product  being  cotton  yarns 
and  thread.  The  works  are  located  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Blackstone  river  between  the  upper  and 
lower  dams,  at  Pawtucket  Falls.  Here  are  em- 
ployed approximately  125  persons.  The  capital 
of  the  company  is  $150,000.  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Little- 
field .succeeded  his  father  to  the  presidency  of  the 
corporation,  and  the  other  son,  Mr.  Eben  N.  Little- 
field, is  now  treasurer  of  the  company. 

The  senior  Mr.  Littlefield,  the  late  Alfred  H., 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Pawtucket  Hair 
Cloth  Company  and  was  one  of  the  directors  from 
its  organization  in  1861  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  also  a director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Pawtucket ; Pawtucket  Gas  Company ; Royal 
Weaving  Company,  and  Pawtucket  Street  Railway 
Company.  Originally  a Whig,  he  joined  the  Re- 
publican party  on  its  formation  and  during  the 
Civil  war  was  a zealous  supporter  of  the  national 
government,  and  gave  frequent  and  generous  assis- 
tance to  the  families  of  soldiers.  In  1864  he  was 
appointed  Division  Inspector  of  the  Rhode  Island 
militia,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  held  the  office 
for  five  years.  From  June,  1873,  to  June,  1877,  he 
was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Lincoln,  and 
in  1876-77  represented  the  town  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. In  1878  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  in  1879  was  re-elected.  In  IMarch,  1880, 
he  was  nominated  for  governor  by  the  Republicans, 
and  at  the  election  received  10,224  votes,  while  the 
Democratic  nominee,  Kimble,  received  7,440,  and 
the  Prohibition  candidate,  Howard.  5,047.  As  the 
law  required  a majority  vote,  the  election  devolved 
upon  the  General  Assembly,  and  he  was  chosen 
governor  by  a vote  of  eighty-two  Republicans 


against  twenty  Democrats.  In  1881  the  total  vote 
for  governor  was  16,201.  Governor  Littlefield  re- 
ceived 10,849  votes;  the  Democratic  candidate,  Hor- 
ace A.  Kimball,  4,756;  the  Prohibition  candidate, 
285.  In  1882  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  was 
15,523,  of  which  Governor  Littlefield  polled  10,056. 
In  his  annual  message,  in  1882,  he  advised  the  es- 
tablishment of  a State  Industrial  School  for  pauper 
and  vagrant  children.  He  also  urged  that  the  public 
school  system  be  changed  so  as  to  better  fit  the 
people  for  the  development  of  the  manufacturing 
and  mechanical  industries  of  the  State.  To  this 
end  he  suggested  the  employment  of  thoroughly 
trained  teachers  only,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
elementary  principles  of  physics  and  mechanics. 
During  Governor  Littlefield’s  term  of  office  the 
State  entertained  as  its  guests  the  representatives 
of  the  French  government  who  came  to  this  country 
to  attend  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  British  forces  at  Yorktown. 

The  children  born  to  Governor  Littlefield  and 
his  wife  were : ( i ) Eben  Northup  is  mentioned 

below.  (2)  Minnie  Jane  died  young.  (3)  George 
Howard  died  young.  (4)  Alfred  H.,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  in  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  received  his  schooling 
in  his  native  city  and  in  Mowry  & Goff’s  English 
and  Classical  School  of  Providence.  After  gradu- 
ating from  the  latter  institution  he  for  a time  was 
engaged  as  a clerk  in  the  Providence  County  Sav- 
ings Bank,  of  Pawtucket,  after  which  he  became 
associated  in  business  with  his  father,  and  upon  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  1893  became  president  of  the 
Littlefield  Manufacturing  Company.  On  account 
of  poor  health  Mr.  Littlefield  resided  much  of  the 
time  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  the  Ad- 
irondack section  of  New  York  and  it  was  while 
eu  route  home  from  there  that  he  died,  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  6,  1907.  He  married  Clara  B.  Hol- 
land, daughter  of  Charles  C.  Holland,  of  Central 
Falls,  R.  T.  They  had  no  children. 

Governor  Littlefield  died  at  his  residence  in 
Broad  street.  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  Dec.  21,  1893. 
His  funeral,  which  was  held  from  his  late  home, 
was  largely  attended,  there  being  present  many 
prominent  men  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  The 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Alexander  IMc- 
Gregor,  pastor  of  the  Pawtucket  Congregational 
Church,  and  Rev.  George  Bullen,  D.  D.,  of  the 
Newton  Theological  Seminary.  A's  a mark  of  re- 
spect to  his  memory  the  flags  on  the  public  build- 
ings were  at  half-mast.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Swan  Point  Cemetery,  Providence. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Governor  Lit- 
tlefield the  Pawtucket  Evening  Times  said  edi- 
torially : 

“The  death  of  ex-Governor  Alfred  H.  Little- 
field removes  from  our  midst  a man  who  has  for  a 
long  time  been  identified  with  the  progress  of  Paw- 
tucket and  Lincoln,  and  who  did  more  than  his 
share  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island.  Esteemed  and  respected  by  all  those 
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who  knew  of  his  kindness  and  honesty,  he  will  be 
remembered  as  a model  citizen  and  a faithful  public 
official. 

“The  late  Ex-Governor  was  gifted  with  rare 
judgment  and  intellectual  qualities  of  the  highest 
order.  He  belonged  to  a distinguished  family  and, 
like  those  of  some  of  his  ancestors,  his  name  will 
shine  forever  bright  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island. 
Through  his  death  the  State  loses  a devoted  son, 
his  family  a revered  and  beloved  parent,  and  so- 
ciety a useful  and  honored  member.” 

At  the  time  of  his  death  another  writer,  com- 
menting on  his  death,  said : 

“Alfred  H.  Littlefield  was  a strictly  and  thor- 
oughly just  man.  One  with  whom  he  was  in  part- 
nership in  business  for  years  says,  emphatically : 
T never  had  occasion  to  doubt  his  honesty  by  a 
hair’s  breadth.’  He  was  careful,  prudent,  economi- 
cal, but  always  honest.  Being  accurate  himself  he 
expected,  demanded  exactness  in  others.  As  a 
bank  director  he  was  conservative,  but  not  over 
careful.  He  had  more  confidence  in  men  than  some 
of  his  co-directors,  but  this  confidence  was  based 
on  his  judgment,  which  was  excellent.  As  a public 
officer  he  always  regarded  himself  as  a trustee,  and 
in  every  relation  insisted  on  fidelity  to  that  trust, 
the  same  as  he  would  have  insisted  on  his  own  right 
in  business.  His  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  State,  as  Governor,  was,  on  the  whole,  excep- 
tionally successful,  and  was  so  regarded  by  those 
most  competent  to  judge.  The  criticism  upon  his 
administration  was  mainly  directed  to  his  tenacity 
in  behalf  of  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
pufclic  money.  Firm  in  his  convictions  and  honest 
in  his  purpose,  he  said  and  did  what  he  thought 
was  right  no  matter  who  listened  to  scoff.  He  was 
a strictly  temperate  man,  and  his  sympathies  were 
in  the  line  of  Prohibition.  At  the  time  of  the  visit 
to  the  State  of  the  representatives  of  the  French 
Government,  and  on  after  the  centennial  celebration 
at  Yorktown,  a committee  was  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  entertainment  of  the  distin- 
guished visitors.  Mr.  Littlefield,  who  was  then 
Governor,  attended  the  first  meeting  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  frankly  stated  that  as  Governor  of  the 
State  he  would  not  approve  any  bills  contracted  for 
intoxicating  liquors.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  would  not  naturally  have  sympathized 
with  this  idea  but  his  frank  statement  disarmed 
them,  and  out  of  respect  to  him  his  wishes,  thus 
indicated,  were  carried  out.  He  was  a man  of  im- 
pressive temperament,  and  had  few  intimates,  and 
his  best  qualities  were  known  only  to  the  few.  His 
early  opportunities  for  education  were  scanty,  but 
he  was  a great  reader,  reading  only  the  best,  being 
too  practical  to  spend  time  in  frivolous  reading. 
He  had  a natural  taste  for  art,  and  was  an  excellent 
judge  of  paintings.  He  was  an  attendant,  though 
not  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.” 

And  still  another,  who  knew  Governor  Little- 
field long  and  well,  thus  sums  up  his  career;  “A 


childhood  of  toil,  and  a young  manhood  of  intense 
industry  and  enforced  economy,  inevitably  gave 
color  to  the  incidents  of  his  after  life.  When  the 
circumstances  permitted  exemption  from  intense 
toil,  his  recreation  was  in  study  rather  than  in  play. 
His  self-acquired  education  was  extremely  practi- 
cal, but  it  was  such  as  admirably  equipped  him  for 
the  many  positions  of  responsibilities  and  trust  to 
which  he  was  called.  His  political  record  is  free 
from  every  ground  of  suspicion  that  he  ever  com- 
promised with  conscience  for  the  sake  of  personal 
success.  Among  the  many  honored  men  who  have 
graced  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  Rhode  Island, 
none  outrank  Alfred  H.  Littlefield  in  a record  of 
unselfish  devotion  to  the  absolute  duty  of  the  office, 
even  when  its  performance  might  not  elicit  popular 
applause.  Rhode  Island’s  best  citizens  of  all  par- 
ties, and  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  will  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  official  industry,  the  high  honor  and  in- 
telligent actions  of  Governor  Littlefield.” 

(IX)  Ebex  Nortiiup  Littlefield,  the  eldest 
child  of  the  late  Gov.  Alfred  H.  Littlefield  and  Re- 
becca Jane  Northup,  was  born  Feb.  7,  1854,  in  Paw- 
tucket, and  received  his  early  educational  training 
in  the  public  schools  of  Central  Falls,  after  which 
he  attended  Alowry  & Goff’s  English  and  Classical 
School  of  Providence,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1871.  He  then  became  a clerk  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Providence,  in  which 
position  he  continued  for  a period  of  five  years. 
In  1876  Mr.  Littlefield  became  associated  with  Lit- 
tlefield Bros.,  continuing  in  the  employ  of  the  last 
named  firm  until  in  1889,  when  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Littlefield  i\Ianufacturing  Company,  he 
was  elected  treasurer  of  that  corporation,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  since  continued.  Mr.  Littlefield  is 
a director  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  of  Prov- 
idence, and  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Pawtucket  branch  of  the  same ; a director  and 
vice-president  of  the  Pawtucket  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings ; a director  and  president  of  the  American  Hair 
Cloth  Company ; a director  of  the  Royal  Weaving 
Company ; and  a director  of  the  Pawtucket  Hair 
Cloth  Co. 

Socially  Mr.  Littlefield  is  a member  of  the 
Squantum  Club,  and  the  To  Kalon  Club,  of  which 
he  was  president  and  treasurer.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Association. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Republican.  He  is 
State  Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  having 
been  elected  by  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature.  Dur- 
ing his  father’s  administration  as  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  Mr.  Littlefield  served  on  his 
father’s  personal  staff  as  aide-de-camp,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel. 

On  Oct.  20,  1886,  Eben  N.  Littlefield  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  A.  Ballou,  daughter  of 
Allen  F.  and  Harriet  (Ellis)  Ballou,  of  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  j\Ir.  Ballou  was  formerly  a merchant 
of  that  city.  To  Col.  and  Mrs.  Littlefield  has  been 
born  one  daughter,  Ida  Ballou  Littlefield. 
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HAWES  (Providence  family).  For  genera- 
tions, since  the  early  Colonial  period,  the  Hawes 
family  has  been  resident  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and 
from  that  town  came  the  Providence  family  repre- 
sented by  the  late  George  Hawes,  who  founded  the 
extensive  produce  commission  house  here,  with  a 
New  York  branch  of  George  Hawes  & Sons,  which 
, for  so  many  years  was  well  and  favorably  known 
in  this  section,  and  which  has  manufactured  also 
the  Hawes  Steam  Trap,  an  invention  of  one  of  the 
family.  It  is  with  the  members  of  the  family  of 
this  firm — composed  as  it  was  of  George  Hawes 
and  his  sons,  Jethro  M.,  George  H.,  Edward  C. 
and  Rowland  G.  Hawes,  all  formerly  and  some 
still  active  and  successful  business  men  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Providence — that  this  article 
deals.  There  follows  in  chronological  order  the 
Hawes  lineage  and  family  history  of  the  late 
George  Hawes  of  Providence. 

(1)  Edward  Hawes,  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  born 
probably  about  1620,  died  in  1686.  He  married 
April  15,  1648,  Eliony  Lombard,  and  their  children 
were:  Lydia,  born  Jan.  26,  1649;  i^Hry,  Nov.  4, 
1650;  Daniel,  Feb.  10,  1653;  Hannah,  Feb.  i,  1655; 
John,  Dec.  17,  1656;  Nathaniel,  Aug.  14,  1660; 
Abigail,  Oct.  2,  1662 ; Joseph,  Aug.  9,  1664 1 ^^^<1 
Deborah,  Sept,  i,  1666. 

(H)  Daniel  Hawes,  son  of  Edward,  born  Feb. 
10,  1653,  married  (first)  Jan.  23,  1678,  Abiel  Gay, 
born  April  23,  1649,  daughter  of  John  and  Joanna 
Gay.  She  died  June  17,  1718,  and  he  married 
(second)  Bridget.  Mr.  Hawes  lived  in  Wrentham, 
Mass.,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  husbandman. 
He  died  March  16,  1738.  His  widow,  Bridget, 
married  April  24,  1739,  William  Man.  She  died 
Jan.  I,  1747.  Daniel  Hawes’s  children  born  to  the 
first  marriage  were:  Mary,  born  Sept.  17,  1679; 
Abigail,  Nov.  15,  1681;  Daniel,  March  30,  1684; 
Josiah,  April  6,  1686 ; Hezekiah,  Nov.  22,  1688 ; 
Ruth,  July  9,  1691 ; and  Benjamin,  March  14,  1696. 

(III)  Daniel  Hawes  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born 
March  30,  1684,  married  (first)  Dec.  20,  1710, 
Beriah  Man,  born  March  30,  1687,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Est’ier  (Ware)  Man.  She  died  Feb. 
28,  1734,  and  he  married  (second)  Dec.  2,  1734, 
Jane  Ware,  widow  of  Michael,  and  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Hawes)  Wight.  She 
was  born  Sept.  6,  1688,  and  died  April  26,  1754. 
Mr.  Hawes  married  (third)  Dec.  ii,  1754,  Hannah 
Fisher.  He  lived  in  Wrentham,  Mass.  His  death 
occurred  Jan.  15,  1763.  The  children  of  Daniel 
and  Beriah  were:  Daniel,  born  Oct.  24,  1711; 
Samuel,  Jan.  7,  1713;  Peletiah,  Oct.  8,  1714; 
Moses,  Aug.  28,  1716;  Aaron,  April  13,  1718; 
Ichabod,  Sept.  12,  1720;  Timothy,  June  21,  1722; 
Beriah  (son),  March  20,  1724;  Josiah,  March  20, 
1724;  Mary,  Feb.  ii,  1726;  and  Joseph,  March  21, 
1728. 

(IV)  Samuel  Hawes,  son  of  Daniel  and  Beriah, 
born  Jan.  7,  1713,  married  Dec.  17,  1741,  Priscilla 
Ruggles,  and  they  lived  in  Wrentham,  Mass.  It 


appears  from  their  gravestone  in  the  West  Wren- 
tham burial-ground  that  they  both  died  the  same 
day : “In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hawes  & Pris- 
cilla his  wife  who  died  October  ye  5th  1795.  Sam- 
uel in  ye  83d  year  of  his  age,  and  priscilla  in  ye 
72nd  year  of  her  age.”  Their  children  were : Sam- 
uel, born  Nov.  5,  1743;  John,  Dec.  8,  1745;  Lois, 
April  6,  1748;  Elisha,  June  i,  1750;  Jabez,  Oct.  20, 
1755;  David,  Aug.  4,  1758;  and  Chloe. 

(V)  Elisha  Hawes,  son  of  Samuel  and  Pris- 
cilla, born  June  i,  1750,  married  Feb.  27,  1791, 
Margaret  Hayden.  Mr.  Hawes  was  a resident  of 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1818.  Their 
children  were  Cynthia,  born  March  8,  1792;  Rox-  1 
anna,  Dec.  7,  1793;  Melansa,  Sept.  19,  1794; 
George,  Aug.  18,  1796;  Lyman,  1800  (died  Feb. 

7,  1864)  ; Charles,  1802;  Lewis,  1804;  Eliab,  1806; 
Loring  Pond,  1808;  Willard,  1810;  and  NTlson, 
1812. 

(VI)  Loring  Pond  Hawes,  son  of  Elisha  and  i 

Margaret,  and  inventor  of  the  Hawes  Steam  Trap,  ^ 
was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  in  1808,  and  his  | 
death  occurred  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  June  4,  1892.  I 
For  some  years  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Hawes  & Graham,  Center  street.  New  York  City, 
dealers  in  mahogany  and  veneers,  controlling  the 
market  of  the  world  from  1845  1855.  Prior  to 

this,  in  1827,  he  engaged  in  the  foundry  business 
at  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  but  his  partner  ran  away  with 
the  funds  and  wrecked  the  business,  leaving  Mr. 
Hawes  to  work  for  some  years  to  pay  off  all  the 
debts  of  the  firm.  He  was  a director  of  banks  and 
insurance  companies  in  New  York,  and  was  an  ex- 
tensive dealer  and  owner  of  real  estate,  in  his  <iay 
being  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  city.  The 
last  eighteen  years  of  his  life  were  passed  at  the 
home  of  his  niece,  Mrs.  Elbert  E.  White,  in  Provi- 
dence. 

(VT)  George  Hawes,  son  of  Elisha  and  Mar- 
garet, was  born  Aug.  18,  1796,  in  the  town  of 
Wrentham,  Mass.  In  1830  he  removed  to  Smith- 
field  (now  Lincoln),  this  State,  where  he  lived  un- 
til 1859,  when  he  came  to  Providence.  With  the 
assistance  of  the  boys  of  the  family  he  had  oper- 
ated an  extensive  farm,  and  from  the  sale  of  the 
produce  from  the  farm  to  the  handling  of  that  and 
the  produce  of  other  farms  as  well  was  but  a short 
step.  In  1859  Mr.  Hawes  and  his  sons,  Jethro  M., 
George  H.,  Edward  C.  and  Rowland  G.,  started 
the  first  produce  commission  business  in  Providence. 
They  did  business  under  the  firm  name  of  George 
Hawes  & Sons.  Their  location  was  originally  at 
No.  51  Wybosset  street,  but  was  removed  to  Nos. 
21-23-25  Dyer  street  in  1867.  Through  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  father  and  sons,  through  their  en- 
ergy, industry  and  business  tact,  they  prospered, 
developing  an  extensive  and  successful  business. 
I'or  a time  the  firm  also  carried  on  a wholesale 
grocery  business  along  with  the  line  indicated. 

George  Hawes  married  Maria  Greene,  born 
Feb.  26,  1800,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
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Job  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Greene,  he  a descendant 
of  John  Greene,  surgeon,  one  of  the  conspicuous 
men  of  the  early  colony.  Dr.  Greene  had  been  a 
surgeon  for  years  at  Salisbury,  in  the  County  of 
Wilts,  England,  and  came  to  Boston,  sailing  in  the 
ship  “James”  from  Southampton  in  1635.  He  was 
one  of  the  twelve  persons  to  whom  Roger  Williams 
deeded  land  in  1638,  and  was  one  of  the  twelve 
original  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  For 
some  years  he  was  commissioner.  He  lived  in 
Warwick,  R.  I.  The  lineage  of  Mrs.  Hawes  from 
this  Surgeon  Greene  is  through  Thomas,  Thomas 
(2),  John  (2),  Thomas  (3),  Thomas  (4)  and  Job 
Greene. 

Children  as  follows  were  born  to  George  and 
Maria  (Greene)  Hawes:  Jethro  M.  and  George 
Henry  are  mentioned  further  on ; Sarah  J.  mar- 
ried May  22,  1872,  Ephraim  Richmond,  who  died 
March  19,  1887,  and  she  married  (second)  June 
28,  1893,  J.  Alilton  Hall ; Louisa  M.  married 
April  23,  1873,  Elbert  E.  White;  Edward  Coffin 
and  Rowland  G.  are  mentioned  later.  The  mother 
of  these  was  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of 
temperance,  delivering  lectures  in  various  parts 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  in  1845-55. 
She  died  Aug.  26,  1876.  The  father  died  Oct.  27, 
1866. 

Referring  again  to  the  business  carried  on  by 
this  Hawes  family  and  to  the  sons,  about  1867 
the  firm  of  George  Hawes  & Sons  started  a branch 
business  at  West  Washington  Market,  in  New 
York  City,  of  which  for  twenty-seven  years  Jethro 
M.  and  George  H.  Hawes  had  charge.  In  1894 
the  firm  went  out  of  the  commission  business.  The 
name  of  the  firm  has  continued  the  same,  although 
the  character  of  the  business  has  changed.  One  of 
the  family,  Loring  Pond  Hawes,  brother  of  George, 
invented,  as  above  stated,  a steam  trap,  which  the 
firm  of  George  Hawes  & Sons  began  handling  and 
developing,  and  which  has  gradually  claimed  their 
entire  attention.  Of  the  sons  of  George  Hawes, 

(VII)  Jethro  M.  Hawes  was  born  in  Wren- 
tham,  Mass.,  Jan.  14,  1827.  On  Jan.  i,  1850,  he 
married  Mary  W.  Luther,  daughter  of  James  Lu- 
ther, of  W'arren,  R.  I.,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
wfth  children  as  follows : Emma  A.,  Loring  P., 
Charles  E.,  Carrie  W.  ( now  Mrs.  Fred  Cooper,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.),  Minnie  A.  (now  Mrs.  William 
Patt)  and  Ida  L.  (now  Mrs.  William  H.  Chase, 
of  Lynn,  Mass.).  Mr.  Jethro  M.  Hawes  died  May 
9,  1900,  after  a brief  illness  with  pneumonia,  at  his 
home  in  Providence.  He  was  one  of  the  best  and 
most  favorably  known  business  men  in  the  city. 
Of  a whole-souled,  hearty,  generous  nature,  Mr. 
Hawes  shunned  public  office,  and  although  offered 
it  several  times  declined  it.  His  interests  were  in 
the  home,  and  he  was  never  affiliated  with  any  so- 
cieties except  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  It  has  been  said  of 
him  that  he  did  not  have  an  enemy. 

(VIII)  Loring  P.  Hawes,  son  of  Jethro  M.  and 


Mary  W.  (Luther)  Hawes,  married  Lillian  V, 
Leonard,  and  has  two  children,  Marion  R.  and 
Willard  M. 

(VIII)  Charles  E.  Hawes,  born  March  24, 
1864,  son  of  Jethro  M.  and  Mary  W.  (Luther) 
Hawes,  married  June  5,  1895,  Emma  Gilmore 
Sabre,  and  has  two  children:  Marjorie,  born  July 
3,  1899;  and  Jethro  Mitchell,  born  July  22,  1902. 

(VII)  George  Henry  Hawes,  son  of  George 
and  Maria  (Greene)  Hawes,  and  formerly  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  George  Hawes  & Sons,  was  born 
Nov.  14,  1828,  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  died  in 
Providence  May  3,  1883.  On  May  22,  1855,  he 
married  Abby  Dyer  Angell,  who  was  born  March 
7,  1832,  daughter  of  Smith  and  Freelove  (Briggs) 
Angell.  I o them  came  the  following  children : 
George  L.,  born  March  21,  1857,  died  Nov.  25, 
1864;  Annie  D.,  born  May  26,  1858,  died  June  18, 
1871 ; Edward  L.,  born  Oct.  14,  1859,  died  Aug. 
15,  i860;  Ella  M.,  born  June  25,  i86r,  died  Dec. 
12,  1864;  Eva  L.,  born  Sept.  30,  1863,  married 
Aug.  24,  1892,  George  H.  Dean,  and  resides  in 
Providence;  Freelove  M.,  born  Aug.  i,  1866,  mar- 
ried, Sept.  21,  1892,  Charles  T.  Glines,  and  has 
three  children,  Mildred  Hawes  (born  Jan.  ii, 
1895),  Helen  (April  7,  1900)  and  George  Hawes 
(Oct.  16,  1903)  ; George  H.,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  2, 
1868,  died  Dec.  4,  1869;  Susie  Sophronia,  born 
Jan.  3,  1871,  married  April  8,  1901,  Osmond  H. 
Gay,  and  has  one  son,  Henry  Hawes,  born  Julv  2, 
1903. 

George  Henry  Hawes  attended  the  public 
schools  until  old  enough  to  enter  the  Friends’ 
School,  to  which  sect  his  mother  belonged.  His 
entire  business  life  was  given  to  the  interests  of 
George  Hawes  & Sons,  and  he  established  the 
New  York  branch  of  the  business.  Much  of  his 
time  and  labor  were  given  to  the  development  of 
the  Hawes  Steam  Trap,  invented  by  his  uncle. 
Mr.  Hawes  was  a man  of  sterling  character.  His 
word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  it  was  his 
greatest  pride  to  meet  all  obligations  promptly.  He 
was  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  also  be- 
longed to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

(VII)  Edward  Coffin  Hawes,  son  of  George 
and  Maria  (Greene)  Hawes,  and  member  of  the 
firm  of  George  Hawes  & Sons,  was  born  Dec.  29, 
1833,  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  R.  I.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm,  his  father  having  carried  on  extensive 
farming  operations  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  this 
State,  combining  with  that  work  a commission 
business  in  Providence,  as  outlined  in  the  foregoing, 
associating  with  him  in  its  conduct  his  several  sons. 
Edward  C.  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Friends’  Boarding  School  in  Provi- 
dence. This  was  furthered,  in  order  to  fit  him  for 
business,  with  commercial  training.  His  entire 
business  life  has  been  in  connection  with  the  firm 
of  George  Hawes  & Sons.  The  manufacture  of 
the  Hawes  Steam  Trap,  gradually  taking  the  place 
of  the  commission  business,  soon  engrossed  the 
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entire  attention  of  the  company.  In  recent  years 
Mr.  Hawes  and  his  now  only  surviving  brother, 
Mr.  Rowland  G.  Hawes,  have  made  everything 
secondary  to  the  caring  for  their  extensive  interests 
in  the  Hawes  Steam  Trap.  Mr.  Hawes  is  a mem- 
ber of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Calvary 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  I’alestine  Temple, 
Mystic  Shrine ; Canonicus  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; of 
the  Central  Club  and  Unitarian  Club ; and  of  the 
Providence  Board  of  Trade. 

In  1874  IMr.  Edward  C.  Hawes  was  married  to 
Sarah  J.  Haynes,  and  to  this  union  was  horn  one 
child,  Alice  May,  who  married  Charles  E.  Coller, 
and  has  two  children,  Alice  Hawes  and  Lucille 
Elizabeth. 

(VH)  Rowland  G.  Hawes,  son  of  George  and 
Maria  (Greene)  Hawes,  was  born  in  Coventry,  R. 
I.,  Aug.  9,  1837.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Smithfield  and  the  Friends’  School,  Providence, 
and  like  his  brothers  has  spent  his  entire  business 
life  with  the  firm  of  George  Hawes  & Sons.  On 
Nov.  4,  1863.  he  married,  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
Georgianna  Stickney,  who  has  borne  him  four  chil- 
dren, namely;  Nannie,  born  Oct.  29,  1866,  who 
died  young;  Imogene  B.,  born  Feh.  13,  1868,  who 
married  Fred  Durfee,  and  died  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Rowland  G.,  now  deceased;  Grace  M., 
horn  in  1871,  who  married  George  Titcomb,  and 
died  in  1902,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Dorothy,  now 
deceased : and  IMaud  A. 

Mr.  Hawes  is  a member  of  Canonicus  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  also  member  of  the  Central  Club,  the 
Unitarian  Club  and  the  Providence  Board  of 
Trade. 

JOSLIN.  In  an  article  on  the  origin  of  the 
Joslin  family  is  found  the  following:  The  Joslin 
family  is  a very  old  one.  Its  history  reaches  back 
even  beyond  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Charlemagne, 
whose  daughter  married  Count  Joceline.  One  of 
their  descendants  was  Sir  Gilbert  Jocelyne,  who, 
accompanied  William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  in  his 
expedition  for  the  conquest  of  England  in  1066,  and 
became  the  foiuider  of  the  Joslin  family  in  that 
country.  He  received,  from  William  I,  extensive 
territorial  grants  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  among 
which  were  the  lordships  of  Sempringham  and 
Tyrington.  His  son,  Gilbert,  devoted  himself  to 
a religious  life,  and  founded  the  order  called  Gil- 
bertines,  and  was  canonized  a saint  by  Pope  Inno- 
cent HI  in  1202.  The  younger  son,  Thomas,  mar- 
ried Maude,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  John  Hyde, 
of  Hyde  Hall,  and  granddaughter  of  Baron  Sude- 
ley,  by  which  marriage  the  family  obtained  the  es- 
tate which  has  ever  since  remained  in  its  posses- 
sion. 

One  of  this  stock  married  Anne,  the  heiress  of 
the  Percys,  and  became  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
Another  was  a signer  of  the  Magna  Charta.  An- 
other is  the  present  Earl  of  Roden.  Others  have 
been  bishops,  lord  mayors,  etc. 


Another  of  the  descendants  of  Sir  Gilbert  Joce-  J 
lync  was  Thomas  Josseline,  who  was  the  founder  | 
of  the  family  in  America.  Fie  came  over  in  the  ship  ( 
“Increase”  in  1635,  and  landed  in  Hingham,  Mass., 
with  his  wife,  Rebecca,  a son  Nathaniel,  and  four 
daughters — Rebecca,  Dorothy,  Eliza  and  Mary.'  j 
Later  an  older  son,  Abraham,  who  had  been  left 
at  school,  joined  the  family,  and  they  removed  to 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  of  which  place  they  were  among 
the  original  proprietors  and  inhabitants.  Thomas 
Josseline  died  in  Lancaster  in  1660.  The  sons,  i 
Abraham  and  Nathaniel,  are  doubtless  the  “two 
brothers,”  mentioned  in  all  traditions  which  claim 
that  two  brothers  came  from  England,  and  that  all  1 
Joslins  are  descended  from  them.  Al^raham  was  1 
a mariner,  and  was  lost  at  sea  in  1670.  Nathaniel  | 
died  in  Marlboro  in  1694.  1 

Undoubtedly  of  the  same  stock  was  (I)  Israel  ! 
Joslin,  of  whom  the  following  note  was  found  with  j 
the  journal  of  Joseph  Joslin:  “Israel  Joslin  was  ! 
horn  in  Devonshire,  England,  and  after  twenty  or  . 
thirty  years  came  to  America,  but  first  had  married  1 
there  (England)  ; had  one  child,  and  lost  his  wife;  I 
then  came  to  Newfoundland,  fishing ; then  to  Salem, 
where  he  married  Sarah  Bayley,  who  was  born 
Eeb.  13.  1698.  They  moved  to  Cape  Porpoise; 
then  to  Salem  again  ; and  then  to  Killingly,  Conn., 
and  there  lived  and  died  August,  1761.  His  widow, 
Sarah  Bayley.  died  1771.”  Erom  the  records  we 
find  that  Israel  “Joslyn”  bought  land  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Killingly,  before  Thompson  Parish  was 
set  off,  between  1720  and  1726  (he  had  a daughter 
baptized  there  in  1722).  In  1740  he  bought  of 
Peter  Aspinwall,  a farm  near  the  Rhode  Island 
line,  probably  the  place  occupied  by  his  son  Joseph.  1 
In  1728  at  the  first  reported  town  meeting  of  Kill- 
ingly, he  was  appointed  surveyor.  On  Jan.  18, 
1730  (O.  S.),  with  twenty-^even  brethren,  he 
signed  a covenant  and  was  incorporated  with  them 
as  “the  Second  Church  of  Killingly,”  in  the  parish 
of  Thompson,  his  name  appearing  fifth  on  the  roll, 
indicating  precedence  in  age  and  position.  Mr. 
“Joslyn”  was  evidently  a man  of  character  and 
standing,  respected  in  town  and  church. 

Israel  and  Sarah  “Joslyn”  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  Israel,  born  Sept.  30,  1719,  is  mentioned 

below.  (2)  Sarah,  born  Feb.  8,  1722,  baptized  in 
Killingly,  the  same  year,  was  married  March  ii, 
1741,  to  Joseph,  son  of  Edward  Munyan,  who  re- 
moved from  Salem  to  Killingly  in  1721.  (3) 

Gideon,  born  IMay  3,  1724,  moved  to  Eramingham. 

(4)  Joseph  was  born  May  14,  1726.  (5)  Benjamin 

was  born  July  31,  1728.  (6)  Hannah,  born  Dec. 

31,  1731,  was  married  Oct.  26,  1749,  to  Obadiah  , 
Merrill,  son  of  Nathaniel,  who  bought  land  of 
Henry  and  Ebenezer  Green  in  1722,  “south  side  of 
Pottaquatic  Hill,”  now  occupied  by  Horace  Bixby. 
They  had  a family.  (7)  Edward,  born  Jan.  30, 
1734,  died  Feb.  22,  1744.  (8)  John,  born  May  6, 

1736.  probably  died  young. 

(H)Israel  Joslin  (2),  son  of  Israel,  was  mar- 
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ried  Nov.  20,  1739,  to  Mary  or  Sarah,  probably  a 
daughter^  of  Nathaniel  and  Deborah  Brown,  of 
Killingly.  They  had  children  as  follows : Mary, 
born  June  28,  1741,  was  married  July  21,  1769,  to 
Israel  Rich.  Sarah,  born  March  14,  1743,  was 
married  Dec.  22,  1763,  to  John  Plummer.  Zerviah 
Brown,  born  Dec.  15,  1744,  was  married  Dec.  25, 
1766,  to  Robert  Plank,  son  of  Robert;  they  had  a 
son  Robert  and  other  children.  Edward,  the  next, 
was  born  Dec.  4,  1746.  Israel  was  born  March 
19,  1749.  Esther,  born  March  17,  1751,  died  Sept. 
17,  1756.  Benjamin  was  born  June  2,  1753.  Esther, 
born  Nov.  i,  1759,  was  married  Aug.  24,  1780,  to 
David  Rider,  of  Chesterfield. 

(III)  Benjamin  Joslin,  son  of  Israel  (2),  born 

June  2,  1753,  married  Susanna  Robinson,  daughter 
of  and  Mary  (Brown)  Robinson,  the  lat- 

ter a descendant  of  Cted  Brown.  'Plieir  children 
were:  Israel,  Benjamin,  Lyman,  George,  Na- 

thaniel, Reuben  (who  went  to  Ohio  and  there  left 
descendants),  Edwards,  Welcome,  Silas,  Diana, 
Didama,  Mary,  Susan,  Eleanor,  Nancy  and  Com- 
fort. Benjamin  Joslin  lived  his  whole  hie  in 
Thompson,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  a Quaker  in  religious  belief,  but 
changed  his  faith  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in 
which  he  was  a soldier.  He  could  have  drawn  a 
pension  from  the  government,  but  refused  it  on 
account  of  his  religious  scruples. 

(IV)  George  Joslin,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 

born  Aug.  22,  1789,  in  Thompson.  In  November, 
1814,  he  married  Eleanor  Snowman,  of  Penobscot, 
Maine,  daughter  of  William  and  Judith  '(Hutch- 
ines)  Snowman.  Their  children  were : (i)  Ma/ry, 

born  Aug.  26,  1815,  married  Joseph  Bailey,  of 
Rhode  Island.  (2)  Robert,  born  May  5,  1817,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Thornton.  (3)  George,  born  Jan.  19, 
1820,  married  Henrietta  Salisbury,  of  Rhode  Island' 
and  had  children,  Marcus  and  Angela.  (4)  Wil- 
liam, born  Dec.  10,  1821,  married  Theresa  Brown, 
and  had  children : William ; Theresa  B.,  who  mar- 
ried William  E.  Joslin;  Nettie,  who  married  George 
O.  Miller ; Lillie,  who  married  George  B.  Hall ; 
Carrie,  who  married  Robert  L.  Beckwith ; Byron 
who  married  Mary  Brown  ; and  Nellie,  who  married 
Paul  Wallinburg.  (5)  Leonard  E.,  born  Jan.  30, 
1824,  married  Erances  Hammond,  and  had  two 
children,  George  M.  and  Eudora  E.  (6)  Lucinda, 
born  March  28,  1826,  married  Samuel  P.  Boss,  of 
Scituate,  R.  L,  and  their  children  were ; Willis, 
Cyrus,  Erederick,  Benjamin  Lewis  (a  well  knowm 
astronomer  of  Alban\’  N.  Y.),  Carrie,  Lucy,  Alay 
and  Alice.  'X7)  ConleliS,;A.,  born  May  2,  1828, 
married  Stephen  B.' Briggs,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1893', 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Emerson  G.  and  Elea- 
nor S.  (8)  Susan  Eleanor,  born  Sept.  22,  1830, 
married  June  15,  1871,  Simon-  Williams  Miller, 
father  of  the  late  ex-Mayor  Miller  of  Providence. 
(9)  Frances  J.,  born  Aug.  14,  1832,  married  James 
Mathewson, -and  lives  on  the  old  Joslin  homestead 

18 


in  Thompson,  Conn. ; they  have  two  sons,  George 
and  Chester.  (10)  Edward,  born  Dec.  14,  1837, 
died  iMay  23,  1868. 

George  Joslin,  the  father  of  the  above  family, 
went  to  Boston  as  a young  man  and  worked  for  a 
Mr.  Stetson,  and  after  his  wages  had  amounted  to 
quite  a sum  he  took  a tract  of  land  in  Stetson 
township,  Hancock  Co.,  Maine,  for  his  pay.  There 
he  met  and  married  his  wife.  While  living  in  Maine 
he  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  a “minute 
man,”  but  was  never  called  out  but  once  in  action. 
He  cleared  his  land,  and  built  first  a log  house,  and 
later  a frame  house.  In  the  spring  of  1828  he 
came  to  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.  He  inherited  a part  of  his  father's 
estate,  and  in  1856  or  1857  he  moved  back  to  the  old 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Thompson,  Conn.,  where 
he  spent  his  last  days.  His  activity  in  public  af- 
fairs began  and  ended  with  his  holding  the  office 
of  town  clerk  in  Stetson,  Maine.  He  was  a most 
religious  man,  and  was  a member  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  He  died  in  January,  1870,  and  his 
wido\V  survived  until  August,  1872. 

(V)  Robert  Joslin,  son  of  George,  married 
Eliza  Thornton,  and  had  children : William  E., 
born  March  13,  1842;  Benjamin  E.,  born  Aug.  27, 
1843,  married  Rosina  Pearce  ; Caroline  Eliza,  born 
in  1845  i Leonard  F.,  who  died  young.  Robert 
Joslin,  the  - father,  was  born  in  Stetson,  Hancock 
Co.,  Maine,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  in  his 
native  county  and  in  Rhode  Island.  When  a mere 
boy  he  began  work  in  the  mill  of  Charles  C.  P.  and 
Granville  Olney,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  at  Stump 
Hill,  near  what  is  now  Sayles  Bleachery.  They 
made  print  cloth,  and  young  Joslin  worked  there 
for  some  years,  and  then  came  to  Dyerville,  as  over- 
seer of  the  cording  room,  for  the  older  Governor 
Dyer  (in  a mill  later  owned  by  his  son).  He  con- 
tinued here  for  two  years,  and  then  bought  a small 
mill  known  as  the  George  Waterman  mill,  and 
began  manufacturing  on  a small  scale,  making  a 
coarse  yarn  for  N.  G.  B.  Dexter,  of  Pawtucket,  for 
years.  *His  mill  burned  and  he  bought  the  Still- 
water mill  in  Smithfield,  there  manufacturing 
thread  and  shoe  laces,  a business  he  carried  on  for 
fourteen  years.  He  then  sold  out  to  a Mr.  Brown, 
who  took  in  a Mr.  Edward  Pearce.  ]\Ir.  Joslin 
went  to  Richmond,  South  Scituate,  and  bought  a 
mill  site  and  privilege,  building  a new  mill  and  en- 
gaging in  the  manufacture  of  thread  for  a number 
of  years.  In  1871  or  1872  his  mill  burned  down, 
and  owing  to  a small  insurance  he  was  a heavy 
loser,  and  he  found  himself  ruined  financially.  He 
retired  from  business  for  a time,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  corset  lacings  in  Saunder- 
ville,  R.  I.  He  was  a keen  business  man,  and  took 
no  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  although  he 
belonged  to  no  church  was  always  liberal  in  his 
support  of  church  enterprises.  He  died  in  1880. 

(VI)  William  Edwin  Joslin  was  born  at  the 
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George  Waterman  mill,  later  known  as  Caesar- 
ville,  and  was  educated  in  the  Belknap  school,  John- 
ston, then  Graniteville,  Johnston,  later  attending  the 
Centerdale,  Johnston  and  Stillwater  schools,  and 
in  1859  or  i860  the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  un- 
der Principal  Talcott.  After  leaving  school  he 
worked  for  his  father  in  the  store  at  Stillwater, 
buying  and  selling  the  goods,  and  also  selling  most 
of  his  father’s  shoe  laces  in  Boston.  He  continued 
with  his  father  at  regular  wages  until  two  years 
before  the  mill  burned  at  Scituate,  when  he  took  his 
father’s  mill  “by  the  pound’’ — that  is,  getting  so 
much  per  pound  for  the  manufacturing  of  the  pro- 
duct. In' 1872  he  purchased  of  his  father  the  Rich- 
mond mill  site,  and  built  a mill  84x36  feet,  base- 
ment, two  stories  and  attic.  This  mill  has  had  four 
additions,  and  its  capacity  has  been  increased  five 
times.  The  Richmond  mill,  the  parent  mill,  is  still 
running.  In  the  spring  of  1897  Mr.  Joslin  pur- 
chased the  Merino  mill,  formerly  known  as  the 
Amos  D.  Smith  mill,  and  in  1899  was  added  the 
Ponagansett  mill,  owned  by  John  H.  Barden,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  the  Rockland 
mill,  known  as  the  A.  Steere  & Son  mill.  The  Dyer- 
ville  mill  was  purchased  early  in  February,  1903, 
and  then  the  Clayville  mill  which  was  owned  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  Joslin  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  which  was  bought  by  the  Joslin  Company  in 
January^  1906.  The  Joslin  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany spin  their  own  yarns,  having  a total  of  35,000 
spindles.  They  have  3,400  braiding  machines,  and 
produce  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  tons  of  finished 
laces  per  week.  They  run  three  shifts  in  most  of 
their  mills,  giving  employment  to  about  1,000  hands 
in  all  the  shifts.  The  Company  is  the  largest  manu- 
facturing company  of  all  kinds  of  laces  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Its  officers  are:  William 'E.  Joslin, 
president  and  treasurer ; George  B.  Hall,  secretary ; 
and  Edwin  A.  Smith,  Henry  E.  Smith,  and  Herbert 
N.  Fenner,  directors. 

iSIr.  Joslin,  as  may  easily  be  inferred  from  the 
foregoing,  has  been  one  of  the  strong,  forceful  cap- 
tains of  industry  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  His 
executive  ability  is  manifest  in  the  great  industry 
which  he  has  created  by  the  amalgamation  of  these 
several  establishments  and  by  the  conversion  of 
some  of  them  into  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
now  used.  Careful  attention  to  detail,  the  order'ly 
arrangement  of  everything  in  the  plants,  the  con- 
stant personal  oversight  which  he  gives  to  his  busi- 
ness, bespeak  the  business  man  and  manufacturer. 
He  is  progressive  and  yet  conservative  where  that 
element  adds  strength.  Fraternally  Mr.  Joslin  is 
a member  of  the  Ancient  York  Lodge,  No.  89, 
Nashua.  N.  H. ; and  of  Squantum  Club. 

In  July,  1865,  Mr.  Joslin  married  Theresa  B. 
Joslin,  daughter  of  William  Joslin,  and  they  have 
had  one  son,  William  Harry,  born  in  November, 
1875,  married  Beryl  Anna  Russ,  of  Phoenix, 
Oswego  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  has  four  daughters : 


Theresa  Eliza,  Beryl  Anna,  Alice  Thornton  and 
P'airfax  Robinson. 

COL.  ISAAC  L.  GOFF,  president  and  founder 
of  the  Isaac  L.  Goff  Company,  president  and  foun- 
der of  the  Central  Trust  Company,  president  of  the 
People’s  Trust  Company,  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  insurance,  real  estate  and  financial  cir- 
cles of  Rhode  Island,  is  one  of  the  foremost  busi- 
ness men  of  Providence.  Colonel  Goff  is  a native 
of  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  29, 
1852,  son  of  David  F.  and  Clarissa  D.  (Stacy) 
Goff.  The  Goff  family  is  of  English  descent,  and 
was  among  the  first  to  locate  in  New  England  in 
the  Old  Colony.  Four  of  Colonel  Goff’s  ancestors, 
on  both  paternal  and  maternal  sides,  were  in  the 
military  service  of  the  Colonies  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution. 

The  name  Goff  has  an  historic  identity  with  the 
early  settlement  of  New  England;  Thomas  Goff, 
a wealthy  me'rchant  of  London,  England,  Matthew 
Craddock,  John  Endicott,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall 
and  others,  were  among  the  leading  men  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony.  The  Vital  Records  of  Reho- 
both,  the  mother  town  of  many  in  its  vicin- 
ity, in  both  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
begin  with  the  families  of  Richard,  Samuel  and 
Robert  Goff,  and  from  these  men  descend  many  of 
the  name  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  in- 
cluding our  subject,  also  the  well  known  Goff 
family  of  Pawtucket. 

Colonel  Goff  spent  his  early  life  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  during  that  time  was  given  a common 
school  education.  Reared  as  farmer  boys  of  his 
day,  early  inured  to  habits  of  industry  and  thrift, 
there  was  laid  the  foundation  for  a successful  busi- 
ness career,  as  his  subsequent  life  shows.  His 
boyhood  days  were  marked  by  such  customs  as 
prevailed  in  that  section  at  the  time,  and  he  many 
a time  supplied  his  spending  money  by  picking 
berries,  which  were  offered  for  sale.  Various  other 
forms  of  work  that  were  presented  by  the  different 
seasons  of  the  year  afforded  similar  opportunity 
for  an  industrious  boy.  At  the  conclusion  of  his 
schooling  in  the  country,  though  but  a youngster, 
he  readily  saw  that  farm  work  did  not  offer  any 
great  inducement  for  a boy  of  his  make-up,  and 
deciding  upon  a business  career  he  entered  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College,  at  Providence, 
in  order  to  prepare  himself  better  for  the  life  of 
his  choice.  He  graduated  from  that  institution, 
and  soon  afterward  accepted  a clerkship  in  a rail- 
road office  in  Providence.  At  this  time  in  life  Colo- 
nel Goff’s  capital  consisted  of  enterprise  and  energy, 
with  plenty  of  ambition.  After  a few  months  in 
the  railroad  office  he  was,  for  about  a year  follow- 
ing, employed  in  a grocery  store.  Then  begins 
his  identification  with  the  real  estate  business, 
which  has  extended  through  thirty-seve’n  years.  He 
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started  as  a clerk  in  a large  real  estate  office  in 
Providence,  and  for  about  four  years  was  thus  em- 
ployed. In  1874  he  established  a real  estate  and 
insurance  business  of  his  own,  from  which  has 
grown  the  extensive  business  of  the  Isaac  L.  Goff 
Company,  long  since  one  of  the  foremost  in  that 
line  in  Providence.  This  growth  and  development 
have  been  a prominent  part  of  Colonel  Goff’s  life 
work. 

Having  made  a thorough  study  of  the  business. 
Colonel  Goff  accjuainted  himself  with  the  real  value 
of  landed  property  in  and  around  Providence,  and 
soon  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  judges 
of  such  values.  When  in  1890  he  organized  the 
Home  Investment  Company,  which  acquired  by 
purchase  the  old  Washington  Trotting  Park  and 
adjacent  land,  which  bordered  on  the  towm  of 
Cranston  and  on  Narragansett  bay,  he  was  elected 
managing  director  of  the  company  and  became  the 
recognized  leader  in  the  real  estate  business  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  The  first  undertaking  which 
was  carried  out  under  his  management  was  the  lay- 
ing out  and  development  of  Washington  Park,  with 
eight  avenues  extending  from  Eddy  and  Broad 
streets  to  the  shores  of  the  bay  and  three  trans- 
verse streets  extending  from  New  York  avenue  on 
the  north  to  Montgomery  avenue  on  the  south,  all 
of  which  were  named  in  honor  of  as  many  of  the 
various  States  of  the  Union.  When  the  enterprise 
was  begun,  in  1891,  there  was  one  dwelling-house 
on  the  property,  and  but  in  little  more  than  a de- 
cade this  number  had  increased  to  over  six  hun-^ 
dred  homes,  nearly  all  of  which  were  occupied  by 
the  owners.  Probably  no  similar  project  in  New 
England  has  ever  equaled  the  success  of  this  one, 
so  far  as  rapid  and  substantial  development  is  con- 
cerned, and  that  the  work  which  has  been  done  here 
will  prove  permanent  is  evidenced  by  the  higher 
class  of  purchasers  who  are  residents  there,  repre- 
senting the  most  active  portion  of  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. When  the  land  was  first  bought  it  was 
taxed  for  $60,000.  This  value  has  long  since  passed 
the  $2,000,000  mark.  The  increase  was  brought 
about  solely  under  the  management  of  Colonel  Goff, 
and,  by  the  same  methods  that  made  this  -section  so 
valuable,  he  has  built  up  many  other  suburbs  of 
the  city,  among  w'hich  are  Jackson,  Lincoln  and 
Jefferson  Parks,  Oakhurst  and  others.  In  New 
Hampshire  Colonel  Goff  displayed  the  same  enter- 
prise in  Thorn  Mountain  Park,  a large  tract  of 
land  on  the  slope  of  Thorn  Mountain,  well  laid 
out  for  summer  cottages  and  for  hotel  sites.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  desirable  locations  in  the  entire 
White  Mountain  region,  affording  as  it  does  an  un- 
surpassed view  of  the  mountains,  hills  and  valleys 
for  a distance  of  some  hundred  miles  as  the  eye  takes 
in  the  entire  circuit  of  the  horizon.  A new  moun- 
tain highway  was  built  from  the  village  of  Jack- 
son  tO'  Thorn  Mountain  Park,  which  provided  an 
easy  grade  the  entire  distance,  and  this  was  brought 


about  tbrough  the  influence  and  labors  of  Colonel 
Goff. 

As  before  stated,  real  estate,  insurance  and 
financial  circles  have  been  the  principal  fields  of 
Colonel  Goff’s  business  endeavor.  In  1878,  however, 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  in  which 
he  continued  until  1889,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  in  that  line.  As  a director  he  has  served 
the  following  financial  institutions  and  companies : 
Home  Investment  Company,  Jackson  Bank,  Col- 
umbia Mutual  Life  Assurance  Company,  People's 
Trust  Company  and  tbe  Commercial  Alliance  In- 
surance Company  of  New  York.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  Sakonnet  Point  Land  Company.  During 
his  long  identification  and  extensive  connection  with 
the  interests  of  Providence  in  his  line,  he  has 
acquired  a remarkable  knowledge  of  present  and 
prospective  realty  values;  in  fact,  his  judgment  on 
such  values  would  be  generally  accepted  as  readily 
as  that  of  any  other  man  in  the  city.  In  1903  Col- 
onel Goff  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Central  Trust  Company,  and  as  its  presi- 
dent from  that  time  has  taken  a foremost  part  in 
its  growth  and  development. 

In  public  affairs  Colonel  Goff  bas  taken  a con- 
spicuous part  and  has  found  time  in  the  midst  of  a 
busy  life  to  render  valuable  service  for  the  public 
good.  In  1880  he  joined  the  United  Train  of 
Artillery  and  was  promoted  to  the  offices  of  second 
lieutenant,  paymaster  and  lieutenant-colonel,  which 
latter  position  he  held  until  he  was  appointed,  by 
Gov.  George  Peabody  Wetmore,  in  1885,  as  aide- 
de-camp  on  his  personal  staff,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel.  In  1884  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  oi 
the  Plumed  Knights,  and  he  commanded  that  or- 
ganization for  a number  of  years.  In  political  af- 
fairs he  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  in  the  State,  and  is  an  ardent  upholder  of 
the  principles  of  that  party.  For  seven  years  he 
served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  State  cen- 
tral committee,  and  was  alternate  delegate  to  the 
national  convention  in  1888,  a delegate  in  1892,  and 
carried  the  electoral  vote  of  Rhode  Island  to  Wash- 
ington in  1896.  In  1899  Colonel  Goff  consented 
to  run  as  the  Republican  nominee  for  mayor  against 
the  former  city  treasurer  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  which  made  the  campaign  one  of  the 
most  difficult  of  success  for  the  Republi- 
cans because  of  the  habit  that  many  Republicans 
bad  indulged  in  of  voting  for  the  city  treasurer  for 
years,  thereby  making  it  an  easy  victory  for  the 
opposing  side.  Although  defeated  Colonel  Goff  re- 
ceived a more  liberal  vote  than  could  have  been 
secured  by  almost  any  other  man  in  the  party.  He 
is  a member  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Capital  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Sterling  Lodge,  K.  of 
P. ; and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Colonel  Goff  is  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  a 
good  horse,  and  has  owned  several  of  the  most 
noted  horses  of  their  day.  among  them  being: 
Kentucky  Union,  2 107 5 Bright  Regent,  2 :o6p4  ; 
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Willask.  2:11^;  Lady  Geraldine,  2:ii34-  The 
last  named,  as  a two-year-old,  won  the  $5,000  Horse 
Reviev/  stake,  and,  as  a five-year-old,  the  famous 
Merchants  & Manufacturers  stakes  at  Detroit  in 
1900. 

Personally  Colonel  Goff  is  most  pleasant  and 
congenial,  with  the  ever  present  evidences  of  a 
gentleman,  approachable,  and  courteous  in  his 
bearing  toward  all  who  meet  him.  He  enjoys  life 
with  all  its  comforts  and  luxuries,  but  though  he 
is  a successful  self-made  man  no  trait  is  more  for- 
eign to  him  than  living  solely  to  accumulate  prop- 
erty. A man  of  such  varied  financial  interests,  and 
one  who  takes  such  a foremost  part  in  big  projects, 
must  frequently  be  called  upon  to  consider  im- 
portant matters  and  plan  for  their  success ; yet  he 
never  evidences,  by  real  or  assumed  manner,  that 
he  is  absorbed  in  the  thought  that  causes  many  a 
successful  man  to  deny  himself  to  friends  or  callers. 
Through  all  stress  of  circumstances  Colonel  Goff’s 
manner  is  as  calm  and  cool  as  if  he  were  on  a va- 
cation. No  effort  is  made  to  impress  the  new 
acquaintance  with  his  importance,  but  on  the  con- 
trary his  easy,  natural  manner  makes  him  friends 
wherever  he  is  known. 

C'n  Sept.  29,  1875,  Colonel  Gofif  married  iMiss 
Ada  Jeanette  Richards,  daughter  of  William  R. 
and  Caroline  E.  (Blackman)  Richards,  of  Provi- 
dence, but  formerly  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  The  four 
children  of  this  marriage  are : William  D.,  of  the 
Isaac  L.  Goff  Company,  wdio  married  Miss  Alice 
Strahan,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  has  a son,  William 
D.,  Jr.;  Josephine;  Lillian  A.,  and  Isaac  L.,  Jr. 

HOWE.  The  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  branch  of 
the  New  England  Howes  is  of  a little  more  than  an 
hundred  years  identity  there.  It  came  hither,  how- 
ever, with  a life  of  an  hundred  and  sixty  and  more 
years  in  New  England  history,  an  hundred  of 
which  was  lived  in  the  nearby  Commonwealth  of 
Connecticut.  Bringing  with  it  the  rich  inheritance 
of  an  ancestry  of  achievement  to  the  Rhode  Is- 
land settlement,  which  formerly  was  a part  of  the 
old  historic  Plymouth  Colony,  it  became  allied  to 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  families  in  the  town — 
the  De  Wolf — from  which  alliance  has  come  a 
po,sterity  which  has  been  an  honor  to  the  family 
name  and  reputation  and  as  well  to  the  old  historic 
and  proud  town  itself.  Of  the  older  generations — 
Bristol  born  or  Bristol  bred — the  names  of  Hon. 
John  Howe  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Mark  Antony  De- 
Wolfe  Howe,  father  and  son,  respectively,  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  and  learned  bishop  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church,  will  long  live  in  the  annals 
of  the  town,  in  which  the  name  is  perpetuated 
through  several  sons  who  are  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  their  communities — men  of  position, 
wealth  and  influence — among  them  Dr.  Herbert 
Marshall  Howe,  of  Philadelphia. 

(I)  James  Howe,  the  emigrant  settler  and 
American  ancestor  of  this  branch  pf  the  Howe  fam- 


ily, is  of  record  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in  1637,  having 
been  made  a freeman  there  May  17th  of  that  year. 
He  is  also  referred  to  as  being  a resident  of  Salem, 
and  removing  to  Ipswich  before  1648.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  the  first  John  Dane, 
and  died  May  17,  1702. 

From  James  Howe  have  descended  the  Bristol  ' 
(Rhode  Island)  Howes,  the  present  sons  there  of 
the  late  Bishop  Mark  Antony  De  Wolfe  Howe,  being 
descendants  in  the  eighth  generation,  their  lineage 
being  through  Abraham,  Capt.  Sampson,  Rev. 
Perley  Howe,  Capt.  Perley  Howe,  Hon.  John 
Howe,  and  Rt.  Rev.  Mark  Antony  De  Wolfe  Howe. 

(H)  Abraham  Howe,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  born 
in  1649,  married  March  26,  1678,  Sarah  Peabody, 
born  in  1650. 

(HI)  Capt.  Sampson  Howe,  son  of  Abraham, 
and  descendant  of  James,  the  Roxbury  settler,  re- 
moved from  Roxbury  to  the  Quinebaug  country  in 
the  present  county  of  Windham,  Conn.,  in  1708.  | 

His  purchase  was  made  from  John  Dresser  in  that  | 
year,  and  he  is  referred  to  as  moving  to  it  imme- 
diately thereafter.  "Capt.  Sampson  Howe,  who 
settled  in  Nashaway  in  1708,  though  clearly  beyond 
the  limits  of  Connecticut  was  reckoned  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Killingly.’’  These  possessions  of 
Capt.  Howe,  designated  at  Nashaway,  were  between 
the  Quinebaug  and  the  French  rivers,  owned  by 
him  and  finally  sold  by  his  son  Sampson  in  1746, 
at  which  time  the  latter  removed  to  Middletown. 
Capt.  Howe  located  at  once  on  his  settlement,  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community 
and  town,  being  prominent  in  all  town  and  church 
affairs.  As  the  settlements  grew  another  church 
organization  was  effected,  the  North  Society,  to 
which  he  was  annexed.  Of  this  society  he  was  a 
constituent  member  and  active  in  bringing  its  for- 
mation about,  was  several  times  its  clerk,  etc.  He 
was  captain  of  the  first  military  company  formed 
in  the  new  society. 

(IVQ  Rev.  Perley  Howe,  son  of  Capt.  Sampson, 
born  about  1710,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1731,  and  was  ordained  minister  at  Dudley, 
IMass.,  June  13,  1735,  where  he  was  pastor  from 
that  time  until  1743.  He  was  installed  as  minis- 
ter of  the  church  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  in  1746,  and 
was  its  pastor  the  remainder  of  his  life  time.  He 
died  March  10,  1753,  aged  about  forty-two  years. 

His  wife  was  formerly  Damaris  Cady,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Cady,  of  Thompson,  Conn.  She  sub- 
sequently married  the  Rev.  Aaron  Brown  (Yale, 
1749),  who  had  succeeded  to  the  vacant  pulpit. 
Rev.  Howe  left  four  young  sons,  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity, namely:  Isaac  Cady,  Perley,  Joseph  and 
Sampson. 

(V)  Joseph  Howe,  bom  Jan.  14,  1747,  son  of 
Rev.  Perley,  was  prepared  for  college  by  his  step- 
father, and  entered  Yale  in  1761,  when  but  four- 
teen years  of  age.  Though  unusually  young  at  his 
entrance  he  already  manifested  uncommon  force 
and  maturity  of  mind.  He  was  accounted  the  best 
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scholar  of  his  class,  and  accordingly  was  selected 
to  pronounce  the  salutatory  oration  at  graduation 
(1765).  He  received  an  appointment  as  Berkeley 
Scholar,  but  instead  of  continuing  at  college  he 
took  charge  of  the  public  grammar  school  in  Hart- 
ford, at  the  same  time  studying  theology  with  Rev. 
Elnathan  Whitman,  at  whose  house  he  lived.  He 
was  licensed  to  preach  May  17,  1769,  by  tbe  Wind- 
ham County  Association  of  INIinisters,  and  in  the 
following  summer  closed  his  very  successful  en- 
gagement at  Hartford.  In  November,  17691  he 
entered  on  the  duties  of  a tutor  at  Yale,  and  during 
the  three  years  for  which  he  held  that  office  he  was 
a conspicuous  figure  at  the  college.  His  literary 
and  oratorical  gifts  were  useful  in  raising  the 
standard  of  college  work,  especially  in  composition 
and  declamation,  and  he  was  also  constantly  em- 
ployed in  preaching  in  vacant  pulpits  through 
the  colony.  In  1772  he  preached  at  the  New  South 
Church,  Boston.  The  congregation  on  the  strength 
of  his  general  reputation  gave  him  on  Oct.  13th,  of 
that  year,  a call  to  settle  as  their  pastor.  He  had 
other  calls,  among  them  one  at  the  First  Church 
in  Hartford.  He  accepted  the  Boston  call,  and  was 
ordained  there  May  19,  1773.  His  ministry  was 
pursued  with  great  acceptance  until  the  early  part 
of  1775,  when  the  war  storm  drove  him  with  most 
of  the  inhabitants  from  the  city.  He  died  in  Hart- 
ford, Aug.  25,  1775,  in  his  twenty-ninth  year. 

Rev.  Howe  figures  in  one  of  the  earliest  Amer- 
ican novels  “The  Coquette,  or  the  Life  and  Letters 
of  Ellen  Wharton,”  which  is  a fancy  sketch  of 
Elizabeth  Whitman,  the  girl  to  whom  he  was  en- 
gaged to  be  married.  “Rev.  Howe  was  a minister 
of  high  talents  and  promise,  and  of  almost  un- 
equalled elocution.” 

(V)  Capt.  Perley  Howe,  born  1742,  son  of  Rev. 
Perley,  was  reared  under  such  refined  and  elevat- 
ing influences  as  one  may  judge  pervaded  his  home 
and  that  community,  which  well  fitted  him  for  the 
duties  of  the  best  intelligent  citizenship.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  he  en- 
tered his  country's  service,  and  later  on  in  the 
war’s  progress,  in  1776,  he  served  both  as  a lieu- 
tenant and  captain ; was  a lieutenant  in  Capt. 
Amasa  Keyes’s  company  in  the  Fourth  regiment  of 
Light  Horse,  commanded  by  Major  Backus,  of 
Norwich,  Conn.  He  was  a captain  in  this  same 
regiment.  The  command  was  ordered  to  New 
York  in  September,  1776,  marched  on  the  8th  of 
that  month,  and  was  discharged  Nov.  2nd  of  that 
year.  For  long  years  prior  to  the  Revolution  the 
town  of  Killingly  comprised  a high  type  of  man- 
hood and  gave  excellent  religious  and  school  priv- 
ileges. Many  of  the  sons  of  the  town  studied  in 
the  families  of  the  ministers  of  the  churches,  were 
fitted  for  the  colleges,  and  not  a few  were  grad- 
uated from  Yale  or  Harvard.  Many  of  the  Kil- 
lingly settlers  were  men  of  strong  intellects  who 
Fad  great  influence  in  molding  the  institutions  and 
church  of  Ohio.  Ephraim  Cutler,  who  removed  to 


Waterford  in  1795,  was  a member  of  the  Conven- 
tion that  framed  the  State  Constitution  in  1802.  In 
this  same  year,  1795,  Capt.  Perley  Howe  left  Kil- 
lingly, removing  to  Bristol,  R.  I.  He  had  been  an 
ardent  patriot  tbrough  the  war,  and  was  impov- 
erished by  a too  confident  trust  in  the  value  of 
Continental  money.  He  therefore  resorted  to 
teaching,  spending  his  last  years  in  Hartford,  Kil- 
lingly and  Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 

Captain  Howe  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife.  Tamer  Ejavis,  bore  him  three  children : Sarah 
D.,  Joseph  Cady  and  Perley.  On  Jan.  29,  I775» 
Captain  Howe  married  Abigail,  born  July  i,  I755> 
daughter  of  Mark  Antony  and  Abigail  (Potter) 
DeWolf,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were: 
Mark  Antony  DeWolf,  born  April  29,  1777;  Wil- 
liam, Nov.  4,  1778  ; James,  May  2,  1781  (all  of  whom 
with  their  cousins,  Mark  and  Samuel  Lee,  were 
wrecked  and  lost  off  the  coast  of  New  England  in 
1802)  ; John,  born  July  5,  1783  ; and  George.  After 
the  death  of  Captain  Howe  his  widow  returned 
with  her  boys  John  and  George,  to  Bristol.  Here 
she  married  (second)  Capt.  Jeremiah  Ingraham, 
and  probably,  as  Mrs.  Ingraham,  occupied  the 
house  which,  much  altered,  still  stands  south  of  the 
post  office  in  Bristol,  and  in  which  house  her  grand- 
son, Bishop  Howe,  was  born.  The  only  child  born 
to  the  second  marriage  was  Mary  Ingraham.  She 
married  Rev.  John  West,  and  they,  a handsome 
couple,  brought  up  a large  family,  who  inherited 
the  beauty  and  vivacity  of  their  parents.  “The 
mvnierous  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren 
of  Mrs.  Abigail  DeWolf  Howe  have  maintained  the 
family  name  both  for  fairness  of  face  and  sweetness 
of  disposition,  leaders  in  the  circle  of  society,  scat- 
tered from  Mexico  and  California  to  New  York ; 
from  Charlestown  to  Newport  and  Bristol.”  Cap- 
tain Ingraham  was  lost  at  sea.  His  widow  Abigail 
survived  him  many  years,  living  to  be  nearly  eighty 
years  of  age.  Her  death  occurred  Feb.  22,  1833. 

(VI)  John  Howe,  son  of  Capt.  Perley,  born 
July  3,  1783,  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  married  in  1807, 
Louisa  Smith,  daughter  of  Stephen  Smith  and  sis- 
ter of  Rt.  Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Smith,  a bishop  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Richard  Smith,  an  Englishman  from  Lon- 
don, who  came  to  this  country  in  1673,  and  from 
Boston  to  Bristol,  now  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1680,  as 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  town,  and  of  which  he 
was  chosen  the  first  town  clerk. 

IMr.  Howe  was  fitted  for  college  in  Bristol,  un- 
der the  instruction  of  Abner  Aldin,  a teacher  well 
known  in  all  that  region.  Entering  the  Rhode  Is- 
land College,  now  Brown  University,  he  was  grad- 
uated from  there  in  1805.  He  was  distinguished 
among  the  members  of  a numerous  class  for  dili- 
gence in  his  studies  and  correct  deportment.  On 
leaving  college  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of 
law  under  Judge  Benjamin  Bourn,  of  Bristol,  and 
on  admission  to  the  Bar  in  1808,  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  that  town,  and  con- 


278 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1 


tinned  it  until  1841,  when  he  was  appointed  Col- 
lector of  Customs  for  the  District  of  Bristol  and 
Warren  by  President  Harrison. 

Of  Mr.  Howe,  wrote  Judge  Bullock  in  an 
obituary  notice:  “With  talents  peculiarly  adapted 
to  his  own  profession,  and  a mind  already  disci- 
plined to  study,  he  soon  secured  a fair  practice  and 
an  enviable  reputation  at  the  Bar,  then  regularly  at- 
tended by  such  lawyers  as  Burrill,  Burgess  and 
Searle,  of  Providence ; and  Hazard,  Robins  and 
Hunter  of  Newport.  No  advocate  was  ever  more 
faithful,  or  more  closely  identified  himself  with  his 
client.  His  manner  as  a speaker  was  deliberate, 
forcible  and  impressive.  If  the  trial  involved  a 
mooted  question  of  law,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  court,  he  never  failed  to  come  to  the  discussion 
well  prepared,  and  opposing  counsel  was  sure  to 
find  him  a hard  antagonist  to  encounter. 

“He  early  took  a part  in  the  politics  of  the  day, 
making  his  debut  as  a Federalist  in  opposition  to  a 
large  family  connection  that  had  influence  enough 
to  control  the  polls  at  town  elections.  He  thus 
cast  his  lot  with  a party  that  was  in  a minority 
not  only  in  the  town,  but  also  in  the  State  and 
country.  Had  self  interest  or  ambition  for  official 
preferment  been  his  leading  object,  he  would  have 
united  with  his  powerful  kindred,  and  thrown  him- 
self into  the  majority.  But  he  based  his  political 
opinions  on  principles  he  believed  to  be  right,  and 
was  not  to  be  shaken  from  them. 

“He  contracted  good  habits  in  his  youth,  sus- 
tained an  unblemished  moral  character  throughout 
his  life.  He  was  happy  in  his  domestic  ties,  and 
performed  all  the  duties  of  that  relationship  with 
devoted  and  warm  affection.  He  was  a constant 
worshiper  at  St.  Michael’s  Church,  and  one  of  its 
vestry  many  years ; made  a public  profession  of  his 
faith  in  the  Christian  religion  four  years  before  his 
death,  and  died  in  the  hope  it  inspires.” 

Mr.  Howe  was  always  fond  of  literary  studies, 
and  was  the  author  of  many  able  articles  and  es- 
says, many  in  advocacy  of  the  protection  policy  of 
the  Whigs,  to  which  ^arty  he  attached  himself  when 
the  Federal  party  expired.  He  represented  Bristol 
in  the  General  Assembly  for  a number  of  years. 
He  built  a handsome  residence  on  Hope  street,  la- 
ter known  as  the  home  of  Gov.  Byron  Diman,  and 
to  his  new  home  brought  his  only  child,  Mark  An- 
tony DeWolfe,  then  nine  weeks  old.  He  had 
married  Louisa  Smith  as  stated,  a woman  known 
for  her  loveliness  of  character.  She  died  in  1834. 
In  1853  Mr.  Howe  took  up  his  residence  in  Phila- 
delphia, with  his  son,  Rt.  Rev.  Mark  Antony  De- 
Wolfe  Howe.  The  summers  of  the  closing  years 
of  his  life  were  passed  in  Bristol.  He  died  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  March  14,  1864. 

(VH)  Mark  Antony  DeWolfe  Howe,  son 
of  John,  born  April  5,  1808,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried (first)  Oct.  16,  1833,  Julia  Bowen  Amory, 
born  Feb.  16,  1805.  She  died  Feb.  5,  1841,  and  he 
married  (second)  Jan.  17,  1843,  Elizabeth  Smith 


Marshall,  born  Dec.  25,  1820.  She  died  Oct.  5, 

1855,  3.nd  Mr.  Howe  married  (third)  June  19, 

1856,  Eliza  Whitney,  born  Jan.  25,  1826.  The  fol- 
lowing sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of  Bishop 
Howe  was  prepared  by  one  of  his  sons,  and  ap- 
pears in  the  recent  work  on  the  DeWolf  family,, 
prepared  by  Rev.  Galbraith  B.  Perry : 

Through  his  family  he  (Mr.  Howe)  traced  his  de- 
scent to  James  Howe,  who  came  from  England  to  Roxbury 
in  1637,  and  settled  the  next  year  in  Ipswich.  When  Bris- 
tol (now  in  Rhode  Island)  was  settled  in  1680,  the  first  town 
clerk  was  Richard  Smith,  the  ancestor  of  John  Howe.  The 
mother  of  John  Howe  was  Abigail  DeWolf,  a daughter  of 
Mark  Antony  DeWolf  and  sister  of  Capt.  (and  United 
States  Senator)  James  DeWolf.  A full  inheritance  of 
Massachusetts  blood  and  Rhode  Island  traditions  were  thus 
transmitted  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Of  his  schooling  in  the  Bristol  Academy,  at  Phillips 
Andover,  South  Kingstown  and  Taunton  it  is  not  necessary 
to  speak  in  detail.  It  prepared  him  to  enter  Middlebury 
College,  Vermont,  which  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  left 
to  become  a member  of  the  junior  class  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity, his  father's  alma  mater.  Here  he  graduated  in  1828,  ' 

with  the  honor  that  belongs  to  a class  poet,  and  the  sense, 
destined  to  live  through  all  his  years,  of  a large  personal 
debt  to  the  influence  of  President  Francis  Wayland. 

Before  he  decided  to  enter  the  ministry  there  were 
several  years  of  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Boston 
and  as  tutor  of  Latin  at  Brown  University — preceded  by  a 
beginning  at  the  study  of  law  in  his  father’s  office.  But 
while  he  taught  at  Brown  his  studies  for  the  ministry, 
directed  by  Rt.  Rev.  John  Bristed,  son-in-law  of  John  Jacob 
Astor,  and  father  of  the  graceful  writer,  Charles  Astor 
Bristed,  were  in  progress.  In  January,  1832,  he  was  ready 
to  receive  deacon’s  orders,  administered  in  St.  Michael’s  by 
Bishop  Griswold  of  the  Eastern  Diocese,  his  spiritual  father 
in  an  intimate  sense  peculiar  to  the  time  and  place. 

After  a brief  term  of  service  at  St.  Matthew’s,  South 
Boston,  Mr.  Howe,  before  the  end  of  1832,  became  rector 
of  the  new  parish  of  St.  James.  Roxbury.  Except  for  a 
period  of  nine  months,  spent  in  charge  of  the  historic 
Christ  Church,  Cambridge — the  “nun”  of  Dr.  Holmes’s 
familiar  poem — he  retained  the  rectorship  of  the  Roxbury 
parish  until  1846.  The  dignified  stone  building,  still  used 
for  its  worship,  after  nearly  seventy  years,  is  one  of  the 
monuments  of  his  ministry  there.  In  his  own  later  life 
the  ties  of  early  work,  friendship  and  affection,  served  to 
fix  permanently  for  him  the  New  England  standards  which 
he  carried  in  1846  to  the  rectorship  of  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Philadelphia. 

To  the  conduct  of  this  young  parish,  soon  to  become 
a vital  power  in  the  light  of  Philadelphia,  he  brought  also 
the  ripened  energies  of  manhood.  For  twenty-six  years  he 
guided  the  many  activities  of  his  people  with  signal  effect. 

Of  his  personal  influence  it  is  best  to  let  one  of  his  parish- 
Gners  speak : “Strong  in  his  convictions,  but  never  arbi- 
trary, deep  in  his  realization  of  things  divine  and  eternal, 

3"et  genial  and  humorous,  never  sad,  but  always  sympa- 
thetic, dignified,  but  coming  close  to  the  hearts  of  his 
people — surely  his  was  a rare  nature,  and  one  to  leave  its 
impress,  as  it  did,  upon  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  in 
that  large  congregation.” 

Of  the  power  of  any  man’s  preaching  the  best  proof 
lies  in  the  results.  Another  quotation — from  the  sermon  of 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  of  New  York,  to  commem- 
orate the  life  and  services  of  Bishop  Howe — may  be  per- 
mitted : “One  there  is — may  he  venture  to  repeat  here 
what  he  said  in  his  own  diocese? — who  will  most  surely 
never  forget  him.  A wayward  youth,  sitting  once  in  St. 
Luke’s  Church  in  Philadelphia,  hears  the  man  who  was 
your  first  Bishop  preach  a sermon  from  the  text,  ‘Young 
man,  I say  unto  thee  arise !’  Its  impression  never  left  him- 
— the  clear,  close,  faithful  message,  searching,  personal, 
awakening,  starting  in  him  a train  of  thought  and  emotion 
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that,  touched  a little  later  by  another  hand,  changed  the 
whole  current  of  his  life.  Is  it  violating  the  most  delicate 
reserve  if  he  recalls  that  debt  to-day,  and  owns  that  he  has 
been  glad  and  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  coming  here 
and  laying  thus  the  tribute  of  his  love  and  gratitude  upon 
your  Bishop’s  grave.” 

But  preaching  and  parish  work  were  by  no  means  the 
limit  of  his  activities.  In  the  Councils  of  the  Church  at 
large,  he  played  an  important  part.  Sent,  first  in  1850,  as 
a delegate  to  the  General  Convention,  he  held,  for  the 
twelve  following  years,  the  post  of  secretary  of  the  House 
of  Deputies.  In  Committee  w’ork  outside  of  the  Con- 
vention he  w'as  one  of  those,  who,  meeting  under  his  roof 
at  Bristol  in  1859,  and  again  in  1865,  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  present  Hymnal  of  the  church.  In  other  years  he 
was  delighted  to  travel  through  the  North  and  West,  and 
speak  for  the  cause  of  missions.  Nor  were  literary  labors 
wanting.  In  the  summer  of  1870,  at  the  instance  of  the 
family  of  his  beloved  bishop  and  friend  who  had  died  five 
years  before,  he  completed  the  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
Services  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alonzo  Potter,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
(Philadelphia,  1871,  J.  B.  Lippincott  & Co.). 

In  1871  Dr.  Howe  was  selected  Bishop  of  the  New 
Diocese  of  Central  Pennsylvania.  The  acceptance  of 
this  charge  moved  his  residence  from  Philadelphia  to  Read- 
ing, where  it  remained  until  the  last  summer  of  his  life. 
The  work  of  organizing  a diocese  of  magnificent,  distances 
and,  in  many  parts,  of  sparse  settlements  might  have  over- 
taxed the  strength  of  a younger  man.  Beginning  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four,  he  spared  himself  through  none  but  the 
last  few  of  his  twenty-three  remaining  years.  The  fruits 
of  his  labors  were  an  effective  and  harmonious  organiza- 
tion, and  the  strength  which  any  such  body  derives  from 
the  loyal  following  of  a leader  who  is  also  a personal 
friend. 

In  the  spring  of  1895,  Bishop  Howe  felt  that  the  time 
had  come  for  committing  all  this  leadership  to  his  suc- 
cessor. Accordingly  he  removed  to  his  well  beloved  home, 
Weetamoe  Farm  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  where  on  the 
31st  of  July,  1895,  he  died.  , 

It  is  in  this  home  that  his  immediate  family  and  his 
kinsmen  remember  him.  Here,  perhaps  more  than  any- 
where else,  he  gave  and  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  hospitality 
in  fullest  measures.  His  love  for  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  for  all  those  to  whom  the  tie  of  common  blood  bound 
him  closely  and  soundly,  was  an  essential  element  of  his 
nature.  A wonderfully  retentive  memory  made  his  mind 
a store  house  of  local  and  family  tradition.  Travel  and 
wide  acquaintance  never  moved  from  the  first  place  in  his 
heart  the  scenery  of  Bristol  and  his  interest  in  her  sons 
and  daughters.  This  brief  outline  of  his  life,  therefore, 
according  to  the  chief  events  of  eighty-seven  years  truly 
devoted  to  the  service  of  his  fellowmen  in  many  places, 
should  rightly  end  where  it  began — at  Bristol. 

The  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  of 
Bishop  Howe  were : Louisa  Smith,  born  Oct.  3, 
1834,  died  March  18,  1845  1 Thomas  Amory,  born 
March  24,  1836,  died  Feb.  7,  1840;  Mary  Amory, 
born  May  4,  1837,  married  William  H.  Hare,  and 
died  Jan.  7,  1867 ; Helen  Maria,  born  July  29, 
1838,  died  April  7,  1839;  and  Julia  Amory  (i), 
born  April  20,  1840,  died  May,  1841.  The  children 
born  to  the  second  marriage  of  Bishop  Howe  were ; 
Herbert  Marshall,  born  July  16,  1844;  Reginald 
Heber,  April  9,  1846:  Mark  Antony  DeWolf  (i), 
in  March,  1848  (died  June  12,  1850)  ; Julia  Amory 
(2),  Jan.  31,  1850  (died  June  22,  1850)  ; Elizabeth 
Marshall,  May  12,  1851  (died  Alay  25,  1904)  ; 
Frank  Perley,  Sept.  19,  1852:  Alfred  Leighton, 
April  4,  1854;  John  Ernest,  Sept.  2,  1855  (died 
May  I,  1857).  The  children  born  to  the  third  mar- 


riage of  Bishop  Howe  were : Anna  Barnard,  May 
28,  1857  (died  May  8,  1858)  ; Arthur  Whitney, 
May  15,  1859;  Antoinette  DeWolf,  Jan.  13,  1861 
(died  April  3,  1862)  ; Mark  Antony  DeWolf  (2), 
Aug.  28,  1864;  and  Wallis  Eastburn,  Sept.  12, 
1868. 

(VIII)  Mary  Amory  Howe,  daughter  of 
Bishop  Howe,  born  May  4,  1837,  married  Oct.  30, 
1861,  Rt.  Rev.  William  Hobart  Hare,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  South  Dakota,  and  their  son,  Hobart 
Amory,  was  born  Sept.  20,  1862.  Mrs.  Mary 

Amory  Howe  Hare  died  Jan.  7,  1867. 

(VIII)  Herbert  Marshall  Howe,  son  of 
Bishop  Howe,  born  July  16,  1844,  married  Nov.  28, 
1871,  Mary  Wilson  Fell,  born  Feb.  20,  1848.  Their 
children  were:  Mary  Herbert,  born  July  14,  1873; 
John  Fell,  Dec.  3,  1875;  Edith,  Jan.  19,  1877; 
Grace,  Feb.  8,  1879;  Rhoda,  Sept.  21,  1880  (mar- 
ried April,  1902,  William  Gilman  Low,  Jr.,  and  has 
a son,  William  Gilman,  born  Jan.  6,  1903)  ; and 
Elizabeth  Amanda,  April  25,  1887.  They  live  in 
Philadelphia. 

Herbert  Marshall  Howe  is  interested  as  stock- 
holder and  official  in  a number  of  enterprises  that 
have  been  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
community,  among  them,  A.  Pardee  & Co.,  coal ; 
president  and  director  of  the  Allentown  Rolling 
Mills  Company,  the  Ogden  Mine  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Cranberry  Furnace  Company;  and  di- 
rector of  the  Tradesmen’s  National  Bank,  the  Fi- 
nance Company  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Guarantee 
Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  the  Cranberry 
Iron  and  Coal  Company,  the  Delaware  and  Bound 
Brook  Railroad  Company,  the  East  Broad  Top 
Railroad  Company,  the  Eastern  Tennessee  and 
Western  North  Carolina  Railroad  Company,  the 
Longdale  Iron  Company,  the  North  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  and  the  Rock  Hill  Iron  and  Coal 
Company. 

(IX)  John  Fell  Howe,  the  only  son  of 
Herbert  M.  Howe,  died  Dec.  31,  1895,  when  in  the 
twenty-first  year  of  his  age,  his  junior  year  at 
Yale  College,  yet  not  before  he  had  set  an  example 
of  manliness,  of  Christian  character,  of  high  intel- 
lectual attainments  that  lives  after  him,  so  that  his 
teacher  and  friend.  Rev.  Charles  M.  Coit,  a master 
at  St.  Paul’s  school.  Concord,  in  his  address  at  his 
funeral  could  say : 

“My  brothers,  the  life  of  John  Howe  is  not 
really  over.  His  fragrant  memory  will  always  live 
with  those  who  knew  and  loved  him.  It  was  im- 
possible to  look  into  his  clear,  frank,  open  counte- 
nance without  recognizing  the  truth  and  inno- 
cence and  reverence  for  good  things  that  dwell 
within.  * * * While  entering  with  keen  enjoyment 
into  all  manly  pursuits  and  exercises,  both  on  land 
and  water ; while  holding  a high  place  in  all  his 
studies,  for  which  his  clear,  strong  mind  and  his 
powers  of  application  fully  qualified  him,  John  Howe 
possessed  that  true  manliness  which  comes  from 
strict  adherence  to  high  principles.” 
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(VIII)  Reginald  Heber  Howe,  son  of  Bishop 
Howe,  born  April  9,  1846,  married  June’  22,  1868, 
Susan  Adams,  born  July  13,  1845,  their  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah  Bigelow,  born  April  20,  1869, 
married  Nov.  9,  1896,  George  Stanley  Parker,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  born  Feb.  25,  1898;  and 
Reginald  Heber,  born  April  10,  1875,  married  Sept. 
19,  1904,  Marion  Barker,  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(Viri)  Elizabeth  Marshall  Howe,  daughter 
of  Bishop  Howe,  born  May  12,  1851,  married  Jan. 
7,  1874,  Rev.  George  Pomeroy  Allen,  and  their 
children  were:  Elizabeth  Marshall,  born  Eeb. 
6,  1875,  married  June  6,  1899,  William  Hodgkin- 
son,  and  has  two  children:  William,  born  Eeb.  6, 
1901;  and  Anne  Outram,  Jan.  16,  1902;  Alfred 
Reginald,  born  May  26.  1876,  married  Jan.  21, 
1904,  Helen  Warren,  of  Philadeljihia ; Anne  Car- 
rington, born  July  16,  1879;  Jol^i  Ernest,  born 
Dec.  18,  1880,  married  Ethel  Tucker,  of  Bristol, 
Rhode  Island. 

(VHI)  Erank  Perley  Howe,  son  of  Bishop 
Howe,  born  Sept.  19,  1852,  married  May  12,  1881, 
Katherine  Scott  Woodward,  born  IMay  6,  1856, 

daughter  of  Hon.  Warren  J.  Woodward,  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  their 
daughter,  Christine,  was  born  Eeb.  27,  1887. 

(VHI)  Alfred  Leighton  Howe,  son  of  Bishop 
Howe,  born  April  4,  1854,  married  June  22,  1892, 
Alice  Sellers  IMoody,  born  Eeb.  7,  1864,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Sellers)  Moody,  and 
their  children  were : Margaret  Morris,  born  May 
I,  1895  ; and  Roberta  Vloody,  born  Eeb.  4,  1899. 

(\TH)  Arthur  Whitney  Howe,  son  of 
Bishop  Howe,  born  May  15,  1859,  married  April 
4,  1888,  IMary  Williamson  Denckla,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Paul  D.,.  born  Jan.  7,  1889;  Arthur 
Whitney,  Oct.  23,  1891  ; Mark  Antony,  Aug.  8, 
1895,  died  April  8,  1897;  Williamson,  Aug.  21, 
1899;  and  Rosamond,  in  July,  1903. 

(VHI)  Mark  Antony  DeWolf  (2),  son  of 
Bishop  Howe,  born  Aug.  28,  1864,  married  Sept. 
21,  1899,  Eanny  Huntington  Quincy,  and  their 
son  Quincy  was  born  Aug.  17,  1900. 

(VTH)  Wallis  Eastburn  Howe,  son  of 
Bishop  Howe,  born  Sept.  12,  1868,  married  June  9, 
1897,  Mary  Emily  Locke,  and  their  children  are : 
George  Locke,  born  April  19,  1898:  Eliza  Whit- 
ney, July  26,  1899;  and  Wallis  Eastburn,  Sept.  7, 
1901. 

Other  descendants  of  the  Howe  blood  of  Bris- 
tol come  through  George,  another  son  of  Capt. 
Perley  Howe. 

(VI)  George  Howe,  son  of  Capt.  Perley,  mar- 
ried Abbie  Turner,  and  their  children  were:  Abby 
Turner,  born  July  16,  1824;  Eliza  Turner,  born 
March  4,  1826,  married  Theodore  P.  Bogert,  and 
died  July  i,  1891  ; Henrietta,  Jan.  27,  1828,  died  un- 
married ; Lavinia  Cady,  Jan.  2.  1831,  married  May 
6,  1847,  Alexander  Perry;  and  Julia  DeWolf  Howe, 
IMarch  6,  1834. 


(VH)  Abby  Turner  Howe,  daughter  of  George, 
born  July  16,  1824,  married  in  1846,  Rev.  Edward 
Theodore  Winkler,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Abby  Turner  Howe,  born  Sept.  29, 
1847;  Hermeone  Evora,  Oct.  29,  1849;  Jessie 
McEarland. 

(VH)  Eliza  Turner  Howe,  daughter  of  George, 
born  IMarch  4,  1826,  married  Theodore  Peacock 
Bogert,  and  their  children  were : Edward  Lang- 
don,  Edith,  George  Howe,  Alice,  William  Russell, 
Odeline,  Isabel,  Harry  Howe  and  Julia. 

(VH)  Julia  DeWolf  Howe,  born  March  6,  1834, 
married  Quash  Pinckney,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and 
their  children  were:  Robert  Howe,  Alfred  G.  and 
Arthur. 

THOMAS  A.  REYNOLDS  is  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  respected  citizens  of  East  Greenwich, 
a man  who  for  over  fifty  years  has  been  identified 
with  practicall}-  every  movement  which  tended  to 
the  betterment  not  only  of  the  town,  but  of  the 
State. 

The  Reynolds  family  goes  back  in  Rhode  Is- 
land to  (I)  James  Reynolds  and  his  wife  Deborah, 
who  were  living  in  the  Narragansett  country  in 
the  year  1665,  and  doubtless  at  an  earlier  period. 
This  country  was  in  dispute  for  years  between  the 
Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  James 
Reynolds,  with  others,  refused  to  acknowledge  al- 
liance to  Connecticut  Colony,  and  they  were  taken 
prisoners  to  Hartford,  May  24,  1677.  Savage,  in 
his  “Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land,” says  James  probably  resided  at  Plymouth 
in  1643,  tlie  family  tradition  of  his  landing  at 
Plymouth  strengthens  this  view.  The  children  of 
James  were:  John,  born  Oct.  12,  1648,  who 
married  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1675; 
James,  born  Oct.  28,  1650,  who  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  James  Green ; Joseph,  born  Nov.  6. 
1652;  Henry,  born  Jan.  i,  1656,  who  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  James  Green;  Deborah,  born 
Eeb.  17,  1658,  who  married  John  Sweet  ; Erancis; 
and  Mercy,  born  Dec.  22,  1664,  who  married 
Thomas  Nichols. 

(H)  Francis  Reynolds  was  born  Oct.  22, 
1662,  and  married  in  1688  Elizabeth  Green,  born 
Oct.  17,  1668.  His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Anthony,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  died  April  14, 
1722,  leaving  the  following  children  by  his  first 
wife:  Erancis,  born  1689,  who  settled  on  the 
great  plain;  Peter,  1691,  who  settled  on  the  great 
plain ; James,  1693,  who  married,  Dec.  7,  I7I7> 
Hannah  Jenkins:  Jabez;  Elizabeth,  1700:  Mary, 
1706:  Susannah,  1717;  and  Deborah,  1719. 

(HI)  Jabez  Reynolds  was  born  in  1695, 
he  died  June  3,  1759.  He  married  (first)  Mary 
Bail}’,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Susannah, 
who  was  born  Oct.  i,  1719,  and  married.  1741- 
John  Spencer,  of  East  (Greenwich.  He  married 
(second),  Eeb.  22,  1722,  Elizabeth  Barry,  born 
July  29,  1699,  and  they  had  the  following  cliildren : 


1 

1 

i 


1 

I 


i 

I 


RHODE  ISLAND 


281 


James,  born  July  21,  1730,  who  died  Alay  20,  1732; 
Jabez,  who  was  born  Aug.  22,  1732,  and  died  Aug. 
28,  1732;  and  Jabez  (2). 

(IV)  Jabez  Reynolds  (2),  born  Oct.  30, 
1735.  married  (first),  in  1757,  Susannah  Harris, 
daughter  of  Toleration  Harris  of  Warwick ; she 
was  born  in  1740  and  died  Hay  24,  1777.  The 
children  of  Jabez  and  Susannah  were : Joseph, 
born  Feb.  i,  1758,  died  May  8,  1758;  Henry,  born 
March  ii,  1759,  married  Anna  Raker,  and  died 
Nov.  17,  1815;  Mary,  born  March  14,  1762,  died 
July  4,  1824,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Allen,  who  died 
July  27,  1828;  Phebe,  born  Jan.  i,  1765,  married 
Jan.  _i8,  1781,  Andrew  Arnold,  and  died  Dec.  28, 
1822;  and  Lucy,  born  Dec.  i,  1771,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Jabez  Reynolds  (2)  married  (second), 
March  14,  1778,  Sybil  Keese,  of  Reading,  Pa.  She 
was  born  in  1744,  and  died  March  19,  1822.  There 
was  only  one  child  by  this  marriage,  William. 

(V)  William  Reynolds  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  April  20,  1779,  and  died  Mav 
26,  i860.  He  married  (first),  Jan.  17,  1802,  Eliza- 
beth Bowen,  born  May  26,  1781,  daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Elnathan  Bowen,  of  Coventry;  she  died 
Jan.  14,  1832.  Mr.  Reynolds  married  (second), 
March  25,  1837,  Phehe  Clapp,  of  Pomfret,  Conn. 
The  children  of  William  and  Elizabeth  were : 
Jabez,  born  Jan.  31,  1803,  who  married  Mercy  L- 
Oatley ; James,  born  Nov.  27,  1804,  who  married 
Sarah  K.  Anthony;  Lydia  B.,  born  Oct.  9,  1807, 
who  married  James  P.  Peckham,  and  died  Oct. 
^5’  1895;  William  Keese,  born  Sept.  9,  1812,  who 
married  Alary  Ann  Gardner ; Bowen,  born  Nov. 
II,  1814,  who  married  Isabella  D.  Watson  ; Thomas 
A.;  Richard,  born  June  25,  1820,  who  married 
Catherine  Allen;  Obediah  Brown,  born  Feb.  13, 
1823,  who  married  (first)  in  1845.  Cynthia  White,  of 
\ ermont,  who  only  lived  three  weeks  after  her 
marriage,  and  he  married  (second)  in  1852,  Mary 
J.  Lampman,  who  died  Feh.  8,  1888,  while  he 
died  Nov.  7,  1901,  at  Boundbrook,  New  Jersey. 

(VI)  Thomas  A.  Reynolds  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Nov.  i,  1817.  His  boyhood  days 
were  spent  in  that  town,  but  he  afterward  moved 
to  East  Greenwich  and  went  into  the  livery  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  remained  for  over  twelve  years. 
In  this  business  he  was  eminently  successful,  start- 
ing with  only  a few  horses,  but  gradually  getting 
a large  stable.  Owing  to  the  Sunday  work  which 
is  attached  invariably  to  a livery  stable  he  gave 
it  up.  Later  he  became  secretary  of  the  Farmers 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  "East  Greenwich, 
which  was  incorporated  in  1858,  but  he  resigned 
two  years  later.  After  this  he  went  into  the  grain 
and  fiour  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Allen 
& Reynolds,  continuing  that  till  he  finally  went 
again  into  the  insurance  business,  but  owing  to  his 
declining  years,  in  1895,  he  sold  out  and  retired 
permanently. 

In  politics  Air.  Reynolds  has  a long  and  credit- 
able record.  Formerly  he  was  a Whig,  and  he  cast 


his  first  presidential  vote  for  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, with  whom  he  was  personally  acquainted. 
He  has  been  town  treasurer  (in  1859),  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  for  four  years,  and  has  been 
several  times  in  the  town  council.  Air.  Reynolds 
was  in  the  Senate  of  Rhode  Island  when  Congress 
passed  the  Act  granting  public  lands  to  States  for 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  agricultural  col- 
leges. Rhode  Island  was  entitled  to  35,000  acres 
under  the  act,  and  there  was  a bill  introduced  and 
passed  by  the  Lower  House  of  the  Legislature, 
which  was  to  give  this  public  land  to  Browm  Uni- 
versity, for  which  it  was  to  add  and  maintain  a 
State  Agricultural  College.  Mr.  Reynolds  op- 
posed this  measure  and  through  his  influence  it 
was  defeated  in  the  Upper  House.  He  main- 
tained that  the  State  should  hold  these  lands  until 
the  valuation  increased,  so  that  it  would  enable  the 
State  to  build  and  maintain  separately  and  inde- 
pendently a college.  But  through  the  influence  of 
Prof.  Sears  of  Brown  University  and  Gov. 
Sprague,  who  warmly  advocated  the  measure,  it 
again  passed  the  Lower  House  and  finally  became 
a law. 

It  is  to  Air.  Reynolds’  credit  that  he  is  a man 
who  has  always  done  what  he  conscientiously 
thought  was  for  the  good  of  the  public,  and  his 
sagacitv  and  insight  into  public  matters  are  never 
disputed 'by  any  one.  He  is  a man  who  has  al- 
ways dispensed  lavishly  to  charity,  and  he  has  al- 
ways given  financial  aicl  to  every  worthy  movement, 
religious,  moral  or  temperance.  Air.  Reynolds 
has  endowed  and  incorporated  a family  cemetery 
and  has  erected  an  elegant  and  expensive  monu- 
ment to  his  parents,  their  ancestors  and  posterity. 
He  is  a well  preserved  man,  and  at  his  advanced 
age  enjoys  health  and  activity  as  a reward  for  his 
life  of  regular  habits.  His  eyesight  is  so  perfect 
as  to  enable  him  to  read  easily  without  glasses. 

On  Nov.  I,  1846,  Air.  Reynolds  married  Ann 
Susan,  daughter  of  Benjamin  T.  and  Alary  A. 
Clark,  of  North  Kingstown.  She  died  April  22, 
1902,  advanced  in  years  and  mourned  by  countless 
friends.  Air.  Reynolds  has  no  children  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  his  good  name,  and  he  is  spending 
his  declining  years  in  a beautiful  residence  on 
Spring  street.  East  Greenwich.  He  finds  his  great 
recreation  in  the  care  of  his  estate  and  his  fine 
garden,  where  he  has  planted  every  tree  and  shrub 
himself.  His  commodious  home  was  huilt  after 
plans  of  his  own  drawing,  and  its  substantiality  is 
jiroved  in  its  well  preserved  condition  after  nearly 
fifty  years. 

« 

DROWNE  (Providence  county  family).  The 
Rhode  Island  Drownes  have  a New  England  his- 
tory of  something  like  225  years,  during  which 
approximately  the  branch  under  consideration,  that 
of  the  Bristoi-Providence  family,  has  dwelt  in  what 
is  now  Rhode  Island  territory.  Here  in  this  Com- 
monwealth it  has  been  a familv  of  studv  and  re- 
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search,  one  of  early  scientific  investigation  and  of 
historical  and  antiquarian  tastes ; and  one  that  has 
given  both  time  and  means  as  well  for  the  advance- 
ment of  those  and  kindred  subjects.  This  has  given 
to  them  character  and  standing  as  a family  and  by 
it  not  only  have  been  benefited  the  communities  in 
which  they  have  resided,  but  as  well  the  State  and 
country  at  large.  Such  names  as  Leonard  and 
Solomon  Drowne,  the  ship-builders  of  Boston  and 
Bristol,  R.  I. ; Dr.  Solomon  Drowne,  a surgeon  of 
the  Revolution  and  man  of  science  and  literature 
of  Providence  county,  his  father  of  the  same  Chris- 
tian name,  a merchant  and  prominent  citizen  of 
the  city  of  Providence  of  the  earlier  generations ; 
the  sons  of  Dr.  Solomon — William  Drowne,  the 
clergyman  and  philanthropist,  Solomon  Horace,  the 
agriculturist,  and  Henry  Bernardin  Drowne,  the 
founder  of  the  Fruit  Hill  Classical  Academy;  and 
the  sons  of  the  latter  trio,  a number  of  whom  have 
filled  high  positions  in  the  professions  and  in  the 
business  walks  of  life,  some  of  them  still  active  and 
prominent  in  Providence,  reflecting  credit  and 
honor  to  the  name  and  to  the  State. 

The  following  deals  with  these  men,  their 
lineage  and  posterity,  the  Roman  characters  indi- 
cating the  remoteness  of  each  generation  from  the 
first  American  ancestor. 

(I)  Leonard  Drowne. 

(II)  Solomon  Drowne. 

(HI)  Solomon  Drowne  (2),  born  Oct.  4,  1706, 
was  niarried  Hay  10,  1736,  to  Sarah  Tillinghast, 
who  was  born  May  20,  1702,  and  died  Dec.  29, 
1748.  In  1749  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Mercy 
Arnold.  Mrs.  Drowne  was  a granddaughter  of 
Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast,  of  Providence,  one  of  the 
early  pastors  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  a tradi- 
tion of  whom  being  that  previous  to  his  coming 
to  this  country  he  was  for  some  time  a soldier  in 
Cromwell’s  army.  Mr.  Drowne  settled  in  Provi- 
dence as  a merchant  in  1730,  and  bore  a prominent 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  25,  1780.  He  represented 
the  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  no  one  else 
of  the  same  name  served  in  that  body  until  Thomas 
R.  entered  the  Senate.  His  children  were : Wil- 
liam, who  served  in  the  Revolution,  was  with  the 
Shell  Troops  at  Roxbury  on  the  day  of  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  was  captured  while  in  the  service, 
and  was  a prisoner  on  the  “Jersey”  prison  ship, 
where  he  contracted-  disease  from  which  he  died ; 
Sarah,  born  Aug.  22,  1750,  died  Feb.  22.  1834; 
Solomon  is  the  next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing. 

(IV')  Dr.  Solomon  Drowne,  born  Vlarcb  ii, 
I753>  Providence,  married  Nov.  20,  1777,  Eliza- 
beth Russell,  born  April  16,  1759,  only  daughter 
of  Deacon  Thomas  and  Honora  Russell,  of  Boston, 
the  former  a leading  citizen  and  deacon  in  Dr. 
Stillman’s  old  South  Baptist  Church.  To  this  mar- 
riage came  children  as  follows:  Sophia,  born 
March  ii,  1779,  died  in  Providence,  June  20,  1784; 
Eliza  Russell,  born  Dec.  31,  1781,  died  in  Foster, 


R.  I.,  April  30,  1865 ; Cornelia,  born  Sept.  30,  > 
1783,  died  in  Foster  Jan.  26,  1847;  Sophia  (2),  I 
born  June  6,  1786,  died  in  Providence  Oct.  29,  1 
1786;  Sophia  (3),  born  Oct.  9,  1787,  died  in  Fos-  | 
ter  Aug.  29,  1816;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  10,  1790,  died  } 
in  1886;  William,  born  Oct.  26,  1793,  died  in  | 
Foster  June  15,  1874;  Solomon  Horace,  born  Aug.  | 
24,  1796,  died  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  July  14,  1848; 
Henry  Bernardin,  born  April  6,  1799,  died  in  Provi- 
dence Feb.  7,  1873. 

Dr.  Drowne  was  graduated  from  Rhode  Island 
College  (now  Brown  University)  with  the  highest  ■ 
honors  in  1773.  He  studied  medicine  under  the  j 
direction  of  Dr.  William  Bowen,  and  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.  He  received  medical  de-  i 
grees  from  this  institution  and  also  from  Dart-  ' 
mouth  College.  He  served  throughout  the  war  ; 
of  the  Revolution  as  a surgeon  in  the  Colonial 
troops.  Soon  after  the  war  and  after  several  years 
of  practice  in  Providence  he  went  abroad,  and  there  ^ 
in  the  medical  schools  of  Europe  furthered  his 
studies,  also  visiting  the  great  hospitals  of  that 
country.  Returning  to  America  he  resumed  his 
practice  in  Providence.  He  was  a non-resident 
of  the  State  much  of  the  time  from  1788  until  1801, 
which  period  he  passed  in  the  northwest  territory — 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania.  Going  to  Marietta, 
then  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  afterward  the 
State  of  Ohio,  he  took  part  in  the  founding  of  that 
town.  In  1792,  having  in  the  meantime  returned 
to  Providence,  he  removed  to  Morgantown,  Va., 
and  in  1794  to  Union,  Pa.,  of  which  place  he  was  a 
resident  for  seven  years.  Returning  to  Rhode 
Island  in  1801  he  soon  thereafter  located  in  the 
town  of  Foster  in  that  State — his  last  move.  Here 
in  a spacious  mansion  built  by  him  on  Mount  Hy- 
geia  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  lifetime  in  the 
practice  of  medicine,  caring  for  his  extensive  botan- 
ical garden,  which  he  had  established,  and  in  the 
study  of  science,  literature  and  the  classics.  This 
botanical  garden  was  the  first  in  Rhode  Island, 
from  which  fact,  and  its  magnitude,  it  attracted 
much  attention. 

While  in  Europe  Dr.  Drowne  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons,  and 
as  well  men  of  distinction  in  other  walks  of  life. 
He  enjoyed  the  friendship  of* Dr.  Franklin  and  VIr. 
Jefferson.  At  Vlarietta,  Ohio,  he  was  associated 
with  General  St.  Clair  in  the  Indian  treaties  at 
Fort  Harmar  with  Cornplanter  and  other  noted 
chiefs.  While  en  route  to  Virginia  he  paid  a visit 
to  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon. 

In  1811  Dr.  Drowne  was  appointed  professor 
of  Alateria  Medica  and  Botany  in  Brown  Univer- 
sity. Here  he  delivered  courses  of  lectures  which 
gave  him  a reputation  as  a popular  scientific  lec- 
turer. In  1819  he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the 
convention  which  formed  the  National  Pharma- 
copoeia by  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  of 
which  he  was  vice-president.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  the  organization  and  proceedings  of  the 
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Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Domestic  Industry,  before  which  he  de- 
livered addresses.  He  was  a contributor  of  scien- 
tific and  literary  papers  to  the  journals  of  his  time. 
In  1824,  in  connection  with  his  son  William 
Drowne,  he  published  a comprehensive  work  on 
husbandry  and  gardening  entitled  “The  Farmers’ 
Guide.”  He  was  a member  of  a number  of  learned 
bodies,  among  them  the  American  Academy  of  Art 
and  Sciences.  He  was  elected  a Fellow  of  Brown 
University  in  1783.  He  was  a man  of  varied  ac- 
cpiisitions,  of  refined  tastes,  and  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  influential  men  of  his  time,  highly  es- 
teemed for  his  sterling  traits  of  character.  Fie  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  and  Sons  of  Liberty. 

Mrs.  Drowne  and  her  husband  were  congenial 
in  their  tastes.  She  was  fond  of  flowers  and  culti- 
vated the  choicest  varieties.  Her  early  life  was 
passed  in  Boston.  She  came  to  Providence  during 
the  occupancy  of  Boston  by  the  British  troops,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
in  1777  became  a resident  of  Holliston,  coming 
to  the  family  of  her  brother  Jonathan.  Both  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Drowne  died  at  the  mansion  in  Foster, 
the  Doctor  Feb.  5,  1834,  and  Mrs.  Drowne  May  15, 
1844. 

(V)  W'lLLiAM  Drowne,  son  of  Dr.  Solomon, 
born  (jet.  26,  1793,  at  Morgantown,  Va.,  married 
(first)  Oct.  10,  1832,  Mary  Sprague,  and  (second) 
May  10,  1836,  Emily  Day. 

As  a boy  six  or  seven  years  old  Mr.  Drowne 
came  to  Rhode  Island  on  the  return  of  the  family 
in  1801  to  the  Drowne  mansion  in  Foster.  He  at- 
tended school  for  a time  in  Providence,  and  was 
there  employed  as  a clerk  by  the  Hope  Manufac- 
turing Company.  In  1813  he  became  a member  of 
the  cadet  company,  and  with  them  was  engaged  in 
the  work  of  making  fortifications  at  Field’s  Point 
when  the  British  were  expected  to  advance  on  the 
city.  Subsequently  for  a time  he  was  engaged  in 
business  at  (Tincinnati,  Ohio.  Returning  to  Rhode 
Island  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
preparation  and  publication  of  “The  Farmers’ 
Guide,”  which  appeared  in  1824.  For  a period  he 
studied  medicine  but  finding  it  uncongenial  to  his 
taste  he  turned  his  attention  to  theology,  pursuing 
his  studies  for  five  years  in  Hamilton  College.  New 
York.  Having  completed  a theological  course  Mr. 
Drowne  began  officiating  as  a clergyman,  which  he 
continued  to  do  through  life  at  intervals,  yet 
never  accepting  any  permanent  charge.  He  had 
in  1824  made  a profession  of  his  faith,  and  became 
a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Drowne  early  identified  himself  with  the 
anti-slavery  cause,  and  in  1835  his  office  in 

Providence  the  headquarters  for  all  who  were  in 
sympathy  with  that  movement.  His  sisters,  Sarah 
and  Eliza,  were  prominent  members  of  the  Anti- 
slaverv  Societv  and  liberal  contributors  to  its  work. 


He  sent  out  much  literature,  was  engaged  in  lec- 
turing, and  wrote  a great  deal  for  the  press  on  the 
subject.  Eor  fifteen  years  from  1844  he  lived  in 
Danielsonville,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
horticulture,  maintaining  a large  nursery.  Here 
in  1852  he  was  chosen  president  of  an  organization 
in  the  town  of  Killingly,  the  Peace  Society,  be- 
fore which  he  delivered  in  1854  the  annual  address. 
He  went  abroad  in  1851,  sailing  in  July  of  that 
year  for  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
“Great  Exposition  of  All  Nations”  and  the  “Peace 
Congress,”  as  well  as  for  general  travel.  Returning 
to  Rhode  Island  he  accepted  invitations  to  lecture 
on  subjects  connected  with  his  travels  abroad  and 
also  wrote  articles  pertaining  thereto  for  the  press. 

Mr.  Drowne  through  his  life  was  a student  and 
was  well-read  and  versed  in  science  and  literature. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  nearly  completed 
a condensed  commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
designed  for  family  reading  and  Sunday-schools. 
He  kept  a private  journal,  which  covers  upwards 
of  sixty  pages,  in  which  are  recorded,  besides  the 
details  of  his  life,  numerous  facts  and  events  re- 
latinof  to  the  historv  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived. 
In  his  early  life  he  took  great  interest  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Sunday-schools  in  the  western  ])art  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  he  published  a small  volume  en- 
titled “An  Appeal  in  Behalf  of  Sunday-schools.” 
He  and  his  sisters  established  the  first  Sunday- 
schools  in  western  Rhode  Island,  and  maintained 
them  for  years.  Along  in  his  early  life  he  w-as  a 
member  in  Providence  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  In- 
dustry. His  advocacy  of  reforms  not  popular  in 
his  day,  but  wdiich  he  believed  to  be  right,  reveals 
a moral  courage  and  zeal  highly  praiseworthy. 
During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Drowne  was 
a resident  of  Providence,  and  afterward  of  Foster, 
R.  I.,  wdiere  he  died  June  15,  1874. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Drowne  were: 

(1)  William  Sprague  Drowne,  born  in  Foster, 
R.  I.,  Nov.  14,  1833,  died  Jan.  5,  1855,  at  sea,  while 
coming  home  from  Charleston  to  New  York  on 
his  return  from  a trip  South  to  regain  his  health. 

(2)  Francis  Hervey  Drowne  was  born  Oct.  16, 
1837.  in  North  Providence. 

(3)  Elizabeth  Russell  Drowne,  born  Sept.  25, 
1841,  in  Foster,  R.  I.,  was  married  Oct.  9,  1889,  to 
Hon.  Ebenezer  i\l.  IMcPhcrson,  of  East  Boston,  a 
man  j^rominent  in  public  affairs  of  city  and  State, 
who  died  June  17,  i(p5. 

(4)  Edgar  Merton  Drowne,  born  in  West  Kill- 
inglv.  Conn.,  Se])t.  25,  1845,  entered  tbe  navy  and 
was  drowmed  at  Cairo,  111.,  Nov.  18.  1862,  while  the 
expedition  was  preparing  for  the  assault  on  Vicks- 
burg. 

(5)  Luther  M'ashburn  Drowne.  born  in  West 
Killingly,  Conn.,  July  14.  1850,  died  in  East  Boston 
in  1899.  He  married  Nov.  5,  1874,  Abby  Frances 
Rollins,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  they  had  children: 
Emilv  Catharine,  Elizabeth  Russell,  Dr.  Edwin  L. 
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and  Rollins  (connected  with  the  Atlantic  Works, 
East  Boston). 

(V)  Solomon  Horace  Drowne,  son  of  Dr. 
Solomon,  born  Aug.  24,  1796,  married  Sept.  3, 

1832,  Susan  Leonard,  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Sally  (Tucker)  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  i\Iass.  As 
a boy  Solomon  H.  Drowne  was  quite  delicate  and 
remained  home  in  Foster  for  some  years,  until  after 
his  marriage,  when  on  account  of  the  education  of 
his  children  he  removed  to  Fruit  Hill.  There  he 
remained  only  three  or  four  years,  engaged  in  a 
nursery.  On  account  of  his  health  he  removed  to 
Woodstock  in  about  1845,  and  there  remained,  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  until  his  death,  July 
14,  1848.  He  was  a great  reader  and  like  all  his 
family  was  a man  of  keen  intellect.  His  children 
w-cre  as  follows : 

(1)  Sophia  Elizabeth  Drowne,  born  i\Iarch  27, 

1833,  was  married  Nov.  24,  1850,  to  Henry  Martin 
Rawson,  and  died  Aug.  i,  1854.  Her  children 
were:  (i)  Cornelia  Louise,  the  widow  of  Newton 
C.  Dana,  lives  in  Pawtucket ; she  has  two  children, 
IMabel  Louise,  who  married  Charles  Smith  Lyon ; 
and  Russell  Newton,  who  married  Angelin  Fran- 
ces, daughter  of  Judge  Pardon  Tillinghast  of  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  and  has  two  children,  Newton  Tilling- 
hast and  I'redrick  Tillinghast,  (2)  Sophia  E. 
married  William  A.  Leete,  treasurer  of  the  Provi- 
dence & Worcester  Railroad,  and  resides  in  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.  They  have  children : Millicent  Raw- 
son,  who  married  William  Cotten,  resides  in  Nau- 
voo.  Mo.,  and  has  one  child,  Richard  Leete ; Percy 
Remington,  and  Marjorie  Drowne. 

(2)  Ellen  Douglass  Drowne,  born  March  13, 

1835,  was  married  jNIarch  16,  1865,  to  Josiah  Allen 
Blake,  who  was  for  over  twenty  years  identified 
with  the  Golden  ^Manufacturing  Company,  being 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  useful  men  con- 
nected with  that  concern.  He  died  Dec.  14,  1890. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  had  one  daughter,  Sarah  Ellen, 
born  Nov.  7,  1867,  who  was  married  June  20,  1893, 
to  Selwyn  Nivison  Blake,  and  has  had  five  chil- 
dren, born  as  follows : Elizabeth  Drowne,  April  27, 
1894  (died  April  29,  1905)  ; i\Iary  Ball,  July  28, 
1896;  Helen  Russell,  April  29,  1898;  Alice  Bissell, 
Nov.  26,  1901,  and  Selwyn  Nivison,  Jr.,  Nov.  10, 
1906. 

(3)  Solomon  Drowne,  born  Oct.  27,  1836,  mar- 
ried (first)  Oct.  27,  1856,  Maria,  born  July  26, 

1836,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  H.  and  Esther 
(Gallup)  Campbell,  of  iMoosup,  Conn.  She  died 
Sept.  23,  1868,  and  he  married  (second)  Dec.  19, 
1872,  Amanda  Malvina  Cahoone,  daughter  of 
Hozial  and  Prudence  Andrews  ( Weaver)  Cahoone. 
By  the  first  marriage  he  had  a daughter,  Estella 
Louise,  and  by  the  second  marriage  a daughter, 
Maude  C.  Mr.  Drowne  died  Aug.  29.  1906. 

(4)  Tho:mas  Russell  Drowne,  born  Aug.  13, 
1838,  was  educated  in  tbe  public  schools  of  Daniel- 
sonville.  Conn.,  where  he  attended  for  some  years, 
until  he  was  seventeen.  He  clerked  there  cme  vear 


for  Edwin  Ely,  and  then,  his  mother  coming  to 
Providence  with  her  family,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  H.  B.  Gladding  & (To.,  studying  bookkeep- 
ing while  there.  In  1865  he  went  to  Salem,  Mass., 
where  he  was  bookkeeper  and  superintendent.  In 
1867  he  returned  to  Providence,  and  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  on  what  was  then  High 
street  (now  Westminster),  having  a partnership 
with  Samuel  T.  Smith,  whom  he  later  Nought  out, 
conducting  the  business  alone.  In  this  business  he 
continued  until  1885,  when  he  retired  to  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Foster,  R.  L,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  keeping  a winter  home,  however,  in 
Providence.  iMr.  Drowne  made  his  own  way  in 
business  and  has  enjoyed  a measurable  success. 
He  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  public  matters, 
and  while  he  has  held  office  he  has  not  been  a self- 
seeker  in  any  way,  the  office  having  come  to  him. 
He  was  a member  of  tbe  town  council  and  of  the 
school  committee  several  years,  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  schools,  and  was  elected  senator  in  1897- 
98-99.  While  in  the  Senate  he  was  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Engrossed  Acts  and  State  Prosperity,  He  is 
member  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church  and  an  ac- 
tive worker,  having  been  for  a number  of  years 
on  various  committees,  among  tbem  the  Rental 
committee  and  the  Finance  committee.  Mt. 
Drowne  is  extremely  interested  in  agriculture  and 
everything  pertaining  to  it,  horticulture,  etc., 
and  his  entire  family  are  interested  in  the  same 
way. 

Mr.  Drowne  was  married  March  23,  1863,  to 
Adelaide  Aldrich  Harrington,  daughter  of  Josiah 
B.  and  Huldah  M.  (Aldrich)  Harrington,  and  to 
them  came  children  as  follows : Adelaide  V.,  born 
Jan.  II,  1864,  was  married  IMay  24,  18 — , to  Elmer 
Wayland  Ross;  Nellie,  born  Jan.  27,  1866,  died 
Oct.  9,  1867;  Walter  Russell  was  born  Dec.  31, 
1869;  i\Iarion  Conde,  born  June  8,  1880,  was  mar- 
ried June  14,  1898,  to  Joseph  Boles  Gay,  of  Boston. 

(5)  Marv  L.  Drowne,  born  July  30,  1840,  mar- 
ried Dec.  II,  1862,  Henry  Augustus  Harrington, 
born  Aug.  23,  1839,  and  to  them  came:  Alice  E., 
born  Oct.  14,  1863,  was  married  May  24,  1893, 
to  Frederick  Tenney;  Harry  C.,  Ixirn  Nov.  3,  l8(36, 
died  Sept.  24,  1867 ; Cornelia  D.,  born  Dec.  25, 
1876,  lives  in  Providence. 

(6)  Adelaide  V.  Drowne,  born  March  15,  1842, 
died  Nov.  17,  1842. 

(7)  Edward  Irving  Drowne,  born  Oct.  25, 
1843,  married  June  ii,  1873,  Annie  Louise  Brown, 
born  Jan.  28,  1847,  daughter  of  John  Esek  and 
Eliza  Rhodes  (Arnold)  Brown,  and  to  them  came: 
George  L..  born  April  26.  1874;  Clara  L.,  Feb.  5^ 
1876  (died  Jan.  28,  1878):  Russell  S..  May  ii, 
1877:  and  Annie  Rhodes,  Feb.  28,  1882  (died  Jan. 
4,  1896). 

(8)  Charles  Hall  Drowne,  born  March  3,  1845, 
died  in  A]iril,  1907.  He  married  Dec.  28,  1868, 
Hattie  A.  Mansir,  daughter  of  William  and  Harriet 
(Hallet)  .Mansir,  and  they  had  three  children; 
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Hattie  L,  born  Sept.  30,  1871  (died  May  7,  1872)  ; 
Daisy  Isabelle,  born  Oct.  9,  1874;  and  Solomon 
Earle,  born  April  7,  1876. 

(9)  Sarah  C.  Drowne,  born  June  10,  1847, 
married  Dec.  2,  1875,  Frederick  G.  Hagan,  born 
Sept.  6,  1849,  children  came  to  this  union : 

Susan  D.,  born  June  i,  1877;  Abby  Townsend,  Jan. 
6,  1880;  Allen  Blake,  March  10,  1882;  and  Bessie 
M.,  April  II,  1884. 

(V)  Henry  Bernardin  Drowne,  son  of  Dr. 
Solomon,  born  April  6,  1799,  in  Union,  Fayette 
Co.,  Pa.,  married  April  24,  1821,  Julia  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Polly  (Rhodes)  Stafford. 

Mr.  Drowne  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  town  of 
Foster,  R.  I.,  whither  his  father  and  family  had  re- 
moved in  1801  or  1802.  He  attended  school  in 
Providence  in  the  old  Meeting  street  school.  He 
early  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  and  before 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old  owned  and  managed 
a farm  in  Woodstock,  Conn.  He  purchased  land 
on  Fruit  Hill,  in  North  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  in 
1823  removed  from  Woodstock  to  it,  and  there 
passed  the  next  twenty-five  years  of  his  life.  In 
1835,  along  with  his  sisters,  he  founded  the  school 
known  as  the  Fruit  Hill  Classical  Institute.  This,  a 
school  of  high  order,  proved  a success  and  was 
attended  by  pupils  not  only  of  Rhode  Island,  but 
from  the  neighboring  States.  Mr.  Drowne  pos- 
sessed much  real  estate  in  Providence  and  other- 
wise had  a business  connection  with  that  city 
which  took  him  thither  as  a resident  in  1850.  Here 
he  soon  erected  the  house,  at  No.  127  Benefit  street, 
in  which  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed. 
While  in  North  Providence,  in  January,  1830,  him- 
self and  wife  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Centredale,  which  at  that  time  was  under  the  pas- 
torate of  H.  N.  Loring.  Later  he  oecame  a deacon 
in  the  church.  He  also  took  an  interest  in  the 
town’s  welfare  and  an  active  part  in  local  affairs. 
For  several  years  he  was  a member  of  the  town 
council  and  also  served  as  town  treasurer.  After 
locating  in  Providence  much  of  his  time  was  oc- 
cupied in  the  management  of  a number  of  estates 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  his  care.  He  was 
noted  for  his  probity  and  for  his  sound  judgment, 
and  other  financial  trusts  were  placed  in  his  hands. 
Like  his  family  in  general  he  was  a great  reader 
and  investigator,  especially  along  historical  and 
antiquarian  lines.  He  was  a man  of  sympathetic 
nature  and  was  generous  in  acts  of  beneficence. 
Early  in  life  he  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  In- 
dustry, and  often  served  on  committees  in  that  so- 
ciety, at  the  time  of  the  holding  of  the  annual  fairs 
at  Pawtuxet.  Mr.  Drowne  was  a director  in  a 
number  of  concerns  of  Providence,  among  them  the 
Alerchants’  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a member  and 
an  officer  in  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  in 
the  proceedings  of  which  society  he  took  a great 
interest.  Mr.  Drowne  died  suddenly  Feb.  7,  1873. 
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His  wife  and  four  sons  survived  him.  His  chil- 
dren were : 

(1)  Henry  Thayer  Drow'ne,  born  iMarch  25,. 

1822,  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  married  Dec.  24,  1851,. 
Sarah  Rhodes  Arnold,  daughter  of  George  C.  and 
Phebe  (Rhodes)  Arnold,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
the  union  was  blessed  with  one  son,  Henry  Russell,, 
born  Aug.  31,  i860,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  In 
1841  Henry  T.  Drowne  took  up  his  residence  in 
New  York  City  as  a clerk,  latterly  with  the  com- 
mission house  of  C.  Fiske  Harris.  Later  and  for 
twenty-four  years  or  more  he  was  an  officer  of 
the  old  National  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  that 
city,  first  as  secretary,  and  latterly  as  president. 
He  was  one  of  the  originators,  with  Rev.  Francis 
Vinton,  Benjamin  G.  Arnold,  Charles  H.  Russell, 
George  William  Curtis  and  others,  in  1861,  of  the 
“Sons  of  Rhode  Island  in  New  York,”  and  served 
as  its  secretary.  He  served  as  first  vice-president 
of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Society,  and  librarian  of  the  American  Ethnolog- 
ical Society.  He  was  a life  member  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  and  of  the  New  England 
Society  of  New  York,  a Fellow  of  the  American 
Geographical  Society  and  a corresponding  mem- 
ber of  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealog- 
ical Society,  and  of  the  Historical  Societies  of 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Wisconsin,  Vermont 
and  Chicago.  Mr.  Drowne  was  a member  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  Rhode  Island,  made 
eligible  as  tbe  oldest  grandson  of  Dr.  Solomon 
Drowne,  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  of  which  so- 
ciety Major-Gen.  Nathanael  Greene  was  the  first 
president. 

(2)  Thomas  Stafford  Drowne,  born  July  9, 

1823,  at  P'ruit  Hill,  North  Providence,  R.  I.,  mar- 

ried (first)  April  13,  1852,  Anne  Catherine  Beatty,, 
born  Sept.  12,  1833,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Cath- 
erine L.  (Armstrong)  Beatty,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
She  died  April  19,  i860,  and  he  married  (second) 
July  15,  1869,  Georgianna  Morgan,  born  Sept.  16, 
1848,  daughter  of  Nathan  Denison  and  Mary 
Brown  (Churchill)  Morgan,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
One  child,  Thomas  Stafford  Drowne,  born  July  12, 
1857,  came  to  the  first  marriage,  and  to  the  second 
came;  Helen  Louise,  born  May  18,  1871;  Leonard 
B.,  Sept.  29,  1875 ; Herbert  C.,  Nov.  10,  1883. 
Thomas  S.  Drowne,  Jr.,  was  graduated  from  Co- 
lumbia Law  School  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in 
1879.  his  wife  Delia  have  one  son,  Thomas 

S.,  Jr. 

Thomas  S.  Drowne,  Sr.,  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1845,  from  the  General 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  in  1848.  He 
was  admitted  to  priest’s  orders  July  i,  1849,  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Brooklyn  Heights, 
N.  Y.,  by  Bishop  Whittingham,  of  Maryland,  and 
from  November,  1848,  was  assistant  pastor  of  that 
church  for  nearly  ten  years.  In  1858  he  was  elected 
to  the  rectorship  of  St.  Paul’s  parish,  Brooklyn,  N., 
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Y.,  where  he  remained  for  seventeen  years,  during 
which'  period  a new  church  was  built.  In  August, 
1878,  Dr.  Drowne  removed  to  Garden  City,  Long 
Island,  having  been  appointed  Dean  of  the  Divinity 
School  on  the  founding  of  the  Cathedral  and  mim 
ister  in  charge  of  services  in  that  place.  After  the 
erection  of  Long  Island  into  a diocese  Dr.  Drowne 
filled  the  office  of  secretary  (in  1870)  of  the  diocese. 
He  took  great  interest  in  historical  and  antiquarian 
researches,  which  led  to  his  membership  in  a 
number  of  historical  societies.  He  made  architec- 
ture a study  and  was  associated  with  the  late  J\Iin- 
ard  Lefever  in  the  preparation  of  the  “Architect- 
ural Instructor,”  a w'ork  containing  a history  of 
architecture.  He  was  accustomed  to  contribute 
articles  of  a theological,  architectural  and  historical 
nature  to  various  reviews. 

(3)  Solomon  Drowne,  born  May  i,  1825,  died 
May  4,  1825. 

(4)  Louisa  Drowne,  born  Aug.  3,  1827,  died 
Dec.  26,  1846. 

(5)  Christopher  Rhodes  Drowne,  born  June  7, 
1830,  married  Dec.  4,  1861,  Alice  Wheeler,  Pea- 
body, born  July  25,  1842,  daughter  of  William  B. 
and  Lydia  (Bramin)  Peabody,  of  Newport,  R.  L, 
and  to  the  marriage  came  children  as  follows : Pas- 
chal Bramin,  born  Oct.  20,  1862 ; Louisa  Rhodes, 
born  Dec.  12,  1864,  who  married  John  IMarshall 
Rounds,  Jr. ; Robert  Seaman,  born  July  26,  1866, 
who  died  Aug.  24,  1868;  Christoi)her  Leonard, 
born  March  20,  1869,  died  July  ii,  1871 ; Alice 
Elizabeth,  born  July  19,  1871 ; Christopher  Staf- 
ford, born  July  5,  1874,  who  died  July  13,  1893; 
Robert  Holden,  born  Dec.  14,  1877;  Frederick  Pea- 
body, born  June  14,  1880;  and  Nancy  Bernardin, 
born  June  28,  1882,  a graduate  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity. 

(6)  George  Russell  Drowne,  born  May  14, 
1835,  married  Nov.  5,  1855,  for  his  first  wife,  Mary 
Ann  Simmons,  born  Aug.  5,  1835,  daughter  of  Val- 
entine and  Mary  Ann  (Lombard)  Simmons,  of 
Little  Compton,  R.  1.  She  died  Feb.  21,  1863, 
and  he  married  (second)  Nov.  25,  1868,  Josephine 
Alvina  Simmons,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  born  Aug. 
I,  1841.  His  children  were;  George  Russell, 
born  Jan.  24,  1857 ; Julia  Stafford,  born  April  8, 
1861,  who  married  William  Francis;  Marie  Antoi- 
nette, born  Nov.  26,  1869,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  who 
died  June  12,  1877,  in  Providence,  R.  1. ; Wilfred 
Simmons,  born  March  30,  1875,  in  Providence;  and 
Ethel  Lincoln,  born  Sept.  25,  1876,  in  Little  Comp- 
ton, Rhode  Island. 

(7)  Julia  Anne  Drowne,  born  March  23,  1837, 
died  March  26,  1837. 


EDWIN  A.  SMITH,  a prominent  man  in 
business  and  financial  circles  in  Providence,  is  a 
representative  in  the  ninth  generation  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  Rhode  Island. 

For  250  years  and  more,  the  Smiths,  descend- 
ants of  Christopher  Smith,  of  Providence,  have 


been  a continuous  family  here,  through  now 
some  ten  generations.  Especiallv  prominent  in 
public  affairs  of  the  Colony  were  several  of  the 
earlier  generations,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  high 
official  positions  entrusted  to  their  care.  Later 
generations  have  and  are  now  sustaining  the 
family  reputation. 

Among  these  descendants  of  the  .Scituate 
branch  is  Edwin  Augustus  Smith,  treasurer  of 
the  Mechanics’  Savings  Bank  of  Providence  un- 
til that  institution  was  absorbed  by  the  Indus- 
trial Trust  Company  in  1904,  and  who,  since 
boyhood  through  a period  of  over  forty  years, 
has  been  closely  identified  with  the  banking  in- 
terests of  the  State.  He  served  for  nearly  a 
third  of  a century  as  cashier  of  the  City  National 
Bank,  and  has  rendered  efficient  services  in  both 
branches  of  the  city  government.  Officially  he 
is  identified  with  a number  of  extensive  corpora- 
tions. As  a descendant  in  the  ninth  generation 
from  Christopher  Smith,  his  lineage  is  traced 
through  Edward,  Christopher  (2),  Christopher 
(3),  Stephen,  Captain  Coomer,  William  and 
Henry  Smith  ; and  of  his  ancestors  other  than  of 
the  Smith  name,  all  among  the  founders  of  this 
Commonwealth,  are  numbered : Roger  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Barnes,  Robert  Potter,  Richard 
Waterman,  Stephen  Paine,  Thomas  Olney,  John 
Steere,  Thomas  Harris,  Thomas  Angell,  John 
Field,  Rufus  Barton,  Samuel  Gorton,  Clement 
King,  Anthony  Low,  Zachariah  Rhodes,  Joshua 
Winsor,  Arthur  Fenner,  Joseph  Jenckes,  William 
Wickenden  and  John  Whipple. 

^ (I)  Christopher  Smith,  who  was  of  record  in 

Providence,  being  taxed  in  1650,  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1655.  He  became  the  possessor  of 
several  tracts  of  land  between  1658  and  1665, 
and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1667.  During 
King  Philip’s  war  he  went  to  Newport,  and  there 
died  in  1676,  his  name  being  the  first  death  re- 
corded in  the  Friends’  record,  and  he  was  re- 
ferred to  as  “an  ancient  Friend”  of  Providence. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Alice,  and 
their  children  were:  Susanna,  Thomas,  Benja- 
min, and  Edward.  The  residence  of  Christopher 
Smith  was  in  what  now  Lincoln,  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  Butterfly  factory,  while  his  home 
place  in  Providence  was  on  what  is  now  North 
Main  street,  north  of  Doyle  avenue. 

Of  the  children  of  Christopher  Smith,  Ben- 
jamin lived  in  Providence,  but  later  located  in 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  a man  of  consid- 
erable prominence.  He  was  many  times  Assist- 
ant between  1666  and  1704,  and  was  a represen- 
tative in  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1670,  and  un- 
til 1685.  He  married  Lydia  Carpenter  and  their 
children  were:  Benjamin,  of  Warwick;  Joseph, 
of  Warwick  and  Kingstown;  William,  of  North 
Kingstown  ; and  Simon.  The  latter  was  called 
Capt.  Simon,  on  account  of  his  prominence  in 
niilitary  matters  in  Warwick.  He  also  was  clerk 
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of  the  Assembly,  after  1706  was  several  times 
Attorney-General,  a Deputy  a number  of  times 
between  1704  and  1711,  and  was  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Deputies  in  1709. 

(II)  Edward  Smith,  third  son  of  Christopher, 
married  in  1663,  Anphillis  Angell,  daughter  of 
Thomas  AngelG  and  resided  in  Providence,  dy- 
ing in  1693.  He  became  a townsman,  and  voted 
in  1656,  was  made  a freeman  in  1658,  and  was 
town  sergeant  in  1662,  and  a member  of  the 
Colonial  Assembly  between  1665  and  1683.  De 
was  also  a member  of  the  town  council  for  nine 
years,  between  1678  and  1688,  and  Assistant  in 
1691.  His  children  were:  Alice,  Edward,  An- 
phillis, Thomas,  Christopher, 'Benjamin  and  Jo- 
seph. 

(III)  Christopher  Smith  (2),  son  of  Edward, 
married  (first)  Elizabeth  Arnold,  (second) 

Mary  . He  disposed  of  his  farm  in 

Smithfield,  now  >, Lincoln,  to  William  Jenckes, 
the  husband  of  his  daughter,  Anphillis,  and  re- 
moved to  Scituate,  tyhere  he  died.  ^ His  children 
were:  Deborah,  Christopher,  B^jamin,  Eliza- 
beth, Abigail,  Anphillis  and  Capt.  John. 

(IV)  Christopher  Smith  (3),  son  of  Christo- 

pher (2),  resided  in  Scituate,  where  he  died  Jan.  27, 
1781.  He  married  Amity',  claaaghter  of  Richard 
Harris,  born  Oct.  10,  1697,  and  died  May  5,  1769. 
Their  children  were:  Gideon,  Stephen,  Doro- 
thy, Amity,  Mary,  Ruth,  Jeremiah,  Richard  and 
Amity  (2).  ,, 

(V)  Stephen  Smith,  son  of  Christopher  (3), 
was  born  Jan.  8,  1725,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1802. 
For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  conducted 
a tavern  at  North  Scituate.  He  was  active  in  the 
local  militia,  serving  first  as  ensign,  then  lieuten- 
ant. and  finally  as  captain  of  the  Third  Company 
of  Providence  militia.  He  was  married  Nov.  24, 
1749,  to  Sarah  Coomer,  born  July  5,  1732,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Coomer;  she  died  Jan.  9, 
1797.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born 
July  15,  1750;  Sarah,  Oct.  15,  1752;  Coomer, 
born  Feb.  18,  1755;  Anne,  April  29,  1757;  Amitta, 
Feb.  8,  1760;  Stephen,  March  14,  1762;  Rhoda, 
April  18,  1764;  Chloe,  March  12,  1766;  Gideon, 
June  21,  1768;  and  Amie,  Dec.  5,  1774. 

(VI)  Capt.  Coomer  Smith,  son  of  Stephen, 
born  Feb.  18,  1755,  resided  in  Scituate,  and  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  he  served  as  captain  of  the 
Scituate  Hunters,  a company  of  patriots.  He 
died  Aug.  17,  1793.  On  March  21.  1773.  he  mar- 
ried Freelove  Barnes,  daughter  of  Elisha  Barnes, 
and  their  children  were:  Lydia,  born  Jan.  i, 
1774;  Clemence,  Jan.  31,  1776;  Gardiner,  August, 
1779;  Arnold;  Sarah,  Oct.  9,  1784;  and  William, 
born  Nov.  4,  1786. 

(VH)  William  Smith,  son  of  Capt.  Coomer, 
born  Nov.  4,  1786,  died  Sept.  14,  1841,  in  Scitu- 
ate. He  married  Mai  v.  daughter  of  John  Potter, 
in  1807.  She  was  born  May  7,  1786,  and  died 
Jan.  21,  1855.  Their  children  were:  Emily  P., 


born  March  31,  1808,  married  Benjamin  B.  Aid- 
rich,  and  resided  at  Phenix,  where  she  died  Sept. 
I,  1875 ; Fenner,  born  April  20,  1810,  married 
Eliza  FAnner,  and  resided  first  at  Scituate,  later 
at  Providence,  where  he  died  Feb.  8,  1894; 
Henry,  born  March  19,  1812;  Lydia,  born  March 
17,  1814,  married  Jesse  Armstrong,  and  died  in 
Providence,  April  4,  1892;  William  G.,  born 
March  23,  1816,  married  Eliza  A.  Smith,  and 
died  at  North  Scituate,  Aug.  31,  1892,  a well 
known  citizen,  prominent  in  town  affairs ; Mary, 
born  Oct.  26,  1819,  died  July  9,  1901,  at  North 
Scituate,  unmarried;  Waity,  born  March  20, 
1822,  is  the  widow  of  Harley  P.  Angell,  and  re- 
sides in  Providence;  Sarah,  born  July  17,  1824, 
died  Aug.  23,  1899,  unmarried ; and  Clarissa, 
born  Sept,  ii,  1826,  died  June  27,  1827. 

(V"HI)  Henry  Smith,  son  of  William,  born 
March  19,  1812,  in  Scituate,  was  engaged  during 
his  active  life  as  an  overseer  in  the  cotton  man- 
ufacturing business,  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
being  spent  in  Providence,  where  he  died  Nov 
12,  1885.  He  married  Emeline  F.  Paine,  of 

Johnston,  born  Aug.  21,  1817,  daughter  of 
Asahel  and  Rhoda  (Steere)  Paine  (the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Jonah  Steere)  and  granddaughter  of 
Squire  Paine.  .Mrs.  Smith  survived  her  husband 
until  March  3,  1894.  Their  children  were : Ed- 
win Augustus,  born  April  3,  1843;  Emma  Fran- 
ces, born  IMarch  30,  1848,  married  Cyril  A.  Bab- 
cock, of  Providence,  treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Company ; they  have  one  son,  Henry  Cyril, 
born  March  31,  1874,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  Iro- 
quois ^Machine  Company,  and  who  married  Ma- 
rion Hilton. 

(IX)  Edwin  Augustus  Smith,  son  of  Henry, 
was  born  in  North  Scituate  and  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  old 
Smithville  Academy,  afterward  furthering  his 
studies  at  the  Pierce  Academy  in  Middleboro, 
Mass.,  under  Prof.  J.  W.  P.  Jencks,  a graduate 
of  Brown  University.  Mr.  Smith  then  became 
a teacher,  and  also  for  a brief  period  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a store  in  his  native  village.  He  soon 
found,  however,  the  line  of  work  which  has 
since  been  his  occupation  through  life,  that  of 
banking.  He  entered  upon  his  career  in  the  old 
Scituate  Bank,  and  he  also  served  as  assistant 
to  the  town  clerk  until  1861,  when  he  left  his 
native  town  for  the  city  of  Providence,  where  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  old  State  Bank.  In  1862, 
at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  bank. 
In  1866  he  was  made  cashier  of  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  which  for  the  succeeding  twenty- 
seven  years  he  continued  the  efficient  and  ac- 
commodating cashier.  In  1893  he  resigned  and, 
as  noted  previously,  accepted  the  position  of 
treasurer  of  the  Mechanics’  Savings  Bank.  On 
the  death  of  the  late  Amos  C.  Barstpw,  Mr. 
Smith  became  president  of  the  City  National 
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Bank,  of  which  institution  he  had  been  a director 
through  the  greater  part  of  his  long  term  as  its 
cashier.  Air.  Smith’s  long  banking  and  business 
career  has  been  characterized  by  untiring  indus- 
try and  that  consciousness  of  duty  and  honest}’- 
that  commends  itself  to  the  public,  and  which 
has  given  him  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

His  public  career  has  also  been  one  of  honor 
and  prominence.  During  the  Civil  war  he  per- 
formed a loyal  citizen’s  duty,  going  out  with  the 
loth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  From  1872  to 
1877  he  was  a member  of  the  common  council ; 
in  1877  was  a member  of  the  board  of  aider- 
men  ; and  a number  of  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  school  board,  declining  other  honors.  His 
business  connections  are  important  and  numer- 
ous, a few  of  them  being  as  follows ; President 
of  the  Eastern  Bolt  and  Nut  Company;  of  the 
Colwell  Worsted  Company;  and  of  the  Iroquois 
Machine  Company;  vice-president  of  the  Wash- 
burn Wire  Company ; of  the  Eugene  E.  Phillips 
Electric  Company ; and  a director  of  the  Joslin 
Alanufacturing  Company;  the  Union  Hardware 
& Electric  Suppiv  Company,  and  the  Manchester 
Alanufacturing  Company.  He  is  a valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a Mason  of  high  degree,  affili- 
ated with  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; 
St.  John’s  Commandery,  K.  T. ; and  all  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  bodies,  reaching  the  32d  degree.  His 
social  connections  are  with  the  Squantum,  Pom- 
ham  and  Central  clubs.  He  belongs  also  to  Slo- 
cum Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  to  the  loth  Regiment 
Veteran  Association,  of  which  latter  he  has 
served  as  president. 

On  April  24.  1884,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Harriet  J.  Dean,  born  Aug.  13,  1853,  in  Provi- 
dence, daughter  of  Sager  Dean.  They  have  had 
three  children,  viz.;  Elorence,  born  March  13, 
1885,  died  July  24,  1885;  Rachel,  born  Nov.  6, 
1887;  and  Stanley,  born  June  25,  1890,  died  Oct. 
2,  1890.  Mr.  Smith  takes  a great  and  natural  in- 
terest in  his  honorable  ancestral  line,  and  has 
gathered  a large  amount  of  reliable  data,  not 
only  of  his  own  family  but  of  many  of  the 
older  prominent  families  of  his  native  town  of 
Scituate. 

HIRAAI  ARNOLD,  one  of  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  Westerly  in  his  day,  was  born  in 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  Oct.  29,  1818,  and  died  in  ' Westerly, 
R.  I.,  Alay  23,  1901.  His  younger  days 

were  spent  with  his  maternal  grandfather  Ladd, 
at  Apponaug,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  instructed  at 
the  public  schools.  On  May  2,  1842,  he  married 
Alary  E.  Bailey,  of  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  and  on  Alay 
2,  1892,  while  they  were  residing  in  Thompson, 
Conn.,  these  two  celebrated  the  golden  anniver- 
sary of  their  wedding.  A most  remarkable  fea- 
ture of  this  happy  occasion  was  that  Air.  Ar- 
nold’s sister  Alaria,  who  was  married  to  Alvin 


Greene  at  the  same  ceremony  that  lunited  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Arnold,  was  present  with  her  husband, 
thus  perfecting  the  celebration  by  the  presence 
of  both  couples  wedded  at  the  same  time  fifty 
years  before. 

Eor  some  time,  after  his  marriage,  Air.  Ar- 
nold resided  at  Harrisville,  R.  1.,  where  he  acted  ■ 
as  bookkeeper  in  a mill,  and  later  he  was  book- 
keeper of  the  mill  at  Rockville,  R.  I.,  also  con- 
ducting the  mill  store.  In  the  spring  of  1852 
he  removed  to  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  for  seventeen 
years  kept  the  books  of  the  White  Rock  mill, 
and  creditably  and  profitably  operated  the  White 
Rock  store  at  that  village.  In  1873  he  removed 
from  Westerly  to  Thompson,  Conn.,  to  become  j 
cashier  of  the  Thompson  National  Bank,  and  he  ; 
retained  that  position  until  a few  years  prior  to  | 
the  death  of  his  wife,  April  8,  1898.  His  health  | 
failed,  for  which  reason  he  gave  up  his  bank  po-  j 
sition,  and  he  returned  to  W esterly,  and  resided  | 
with  his  daughter.  Airs.  John  T.  Edmond,  for  j 
the  remaining  three  years  of  his  life.  During 
his  active  life  he  was  a consistent  member  of  | 
the  Baptist  Church,  belonging  to  the  Phenix 
church  until  his  removal  to  Westerly,  when  he 
transferred  to  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  of  that 
city,  and  on  his  locating  in  Thompson  he  again 
transferred  his  membership. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Arnold  had  two  sons  and  one 


daughter,  as  follows:  (i)  Charles,  born  Sept.  12, 
1843,  resides  at  Putnam,  Conn.  He  married,  Sept. 
23,  1866,  Alice  Ann  Sweet,  by  whom  he  has  had 
children  as  follows : Charles  William,  born  Jan. 
18,  1868,  residing  at  Providence,  R.  E,  married, 
June  5.  1895,  Grace  Bartholomew,  and  has  one 
child,  Howard  B.,  born  June  15,  1896;  Nellie 
Alay,  born  Alarch  22,  1871,  married  Elmer  Wood, 
of  Attawaugan,  Conn.;  and  Alary  Ann,  born 
Alarch  15,  1879.  (2)  Alary  Jane,  born  Sept.  6, 

1851,  married  Nov.  16,  1875,  in  Thompson,  Conn., 
John  T.  Edmond,  born  Alarch  15,  1848,  and  their 
children  are;  Annie  Louise,  born  Nov.  2,  1876; 
and  Hiram  Arnold,  born  Alay  i,  1881.  (3)  Frank 
Hervey,  born  Feb.  5,  1856.  resides  at  Woon- 
sockeL  R.  I.  He  married,  Nov.  27,  1878,  Harriet 
Williams,  and  their  children  are : Hiram  Le- 
Roy,  born  Aug.  22,  1882 ; and  George  Ralph, 
born  June  14,  1893. 

The  family  history  of  the  Arnold  family  is 
an  interesting  one.  Philip  Arnold,  grandfather 
of  Hiram,  was  born  in  1763,  and  he  died  June  15, 
1833.  He  married  Freelove  Allen,  who  was  born 
in  1762,  and  died  July  2,  1830.  Among  the  chil- 
dren of  Philip  and  Freelove  Arnold  was  Hervey 


Arnold. 

Hervey  Arnold,  born  Sept.  23,  I794.  died  July 
I,  1873.  For  years  he  resided  at  Warwick,  R. 

I. ,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  wagons  and  in  cabinet  making.  On 
Jan.  18,  1818,  he  married  Ann  Ladd,  born  Oct. 

II,  1798,  and  a daughter  of  Job  and  Sally  (Pot- 
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ter)  Ladd,  of  Warwick,  R,  1. ; she  died  Jan.  22, 
1864.  By  this  marriage  the  following  children 
were  born ; Hiram,  born  Oct.  29,  1818,  died 
May  23,  1901;  Maria,  born  Feb.  ii,  1820,  mar- 
ried May  2,  1842,  Alvin  Greene,  and  died  March 
I,  1896;  Sally  Potter,  born  Sept.  17,  1821,  died 
Aug.  17,  1898;  Benjamin  Allen,  born  March  27, 
1823,  died  July  19,  1845 ; Elizabeth  Warner,  born 
Nov.  12,  1825,  died  Nov.  i,  1875;  Mary  Anna, 
born  Sept.  28,  1839,  niarried  Dec.  16,  1861, 

George  Briggs  of  Danielson,  Conn. ; Emily,  born 
Nov.  8,  1843,  married  June  7,  1866,  Samuel  Ben- 
nett, of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

DE  WOLF.  There  came  to  the  once  old  Plym- 
outh Colony  town  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  some  years 
prior  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  a lad, 
by  name  Mark  Anthony  De  Wolf,  through  whose 
alliance  with  Abigail  Potter,  of  one  of  the  first 
families  of  that  settlement,  there  came  a family 
of  fifteen  children,  eight  sons,  who  as  a family 
through  that  and  the  succeeding  generation,  was, 
perhaps,  the  most  powerful  and  influential  in  the 
town,  and  as  well  the  wealthiest  and  most  lavish 
entertainers.  The  De  Wolfs,  too,  figured  more  or 
less  prominently  in  the  Revolution,  in  the  earlier 
Colonial  wars,  the  war  of  1812,  and  were  well 
and  honorably  represented  in  the  great  Civil  war. 
The  name  is  also  prominently  identified  with  the 
public  affairs  of  the  State,  there  being  hardly  a 
year  from  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  to  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth  century  when  it  did  not  appear 
in  the  roll  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  for  years  the  Speaker  of  the  House  was 
a De  Wolf.  Professional  men,  scholars  and  emi- 
nent business  men  have  given  added  lustre  to  the 
family  name. 

(I)  Balthasar  De  Wolf,  the  first  known  Ameri- 

can ancestor  of  the  De  Wolfs,  is  first  of  record  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  March  5,  1656.  He  is  mentioned 
in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in  1664,  and  first  named 
in  the  Lyme  records  in  1668,  and  was  living  in 
1695.  His  wife’s  Christian  name  was  Alice  (alive 
in  1687),  and  their  children  were:  Edward, 

Simon,  Stephen,  Mary,  Susanna  and  Joseph. 

(II)  Edward  De  Wolf,  born  in  1642,  married 
Rebecca,  and  died  in  1712,  the  father  of  Simon, 
Charles,  Benjamin,  Edward  and  Stephen.  Edward 
De  Wolf  was  one  of  the  Connecticut  volunteers  in 
King  Philip’s  war,  who,  in  December,  1675,  sur- 
rounded the  Indians  in  the  “Swamp  Fort,”  and 
to  whom  Connecticut  granted  as  a reward  for  their 
services,  a township  of  Narragansett,  now  Volun- 
town,  Connecticut. 

(III)  Charles  De  Wolf,  born  Sept.  18,  1673, 
married  Prudence  White,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1731. 
His  children  were : Charles,  Matthew,  John,  Ste- 
phen, Simon,  Prudence,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Rebekah 
and  Joseph.  The  father  was  a merchant,  kept  a 
general  store  and  amassed  a considerable  property. 

(IV)  Charles  De  Wolf  (2),  born  in  1695,  at 

19 


Lyme,  Conn.,  was  a millwright  and  probably 
trader.  In  early  manhood  he  emigrated  to  Guade- 
loupe, where  he  married,  March  31,  1717,  Margaret 
Potter,  and  probably  remained  until  his  death.  His 
children  were:  Simon,  born  March  8,  1719;  Pru- 
dence, April  16,  1721;  Sarah,  Sept.  27,  1724;  and 
Mark  Anthony,  Nov.  8,  1726. 

(V)  Mark  Anthony  De  Wolf,  born  Nov.  8, 
1726,  married,  Aug.  25,  1744,  Abigail  Potter,  born 
Eeb.  2,  1726,  daughter  of  Hopestill  and  Lydia 
Potter,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.  He  died  Nov.  9,  1793,  and 
she  passed  away  Feb.  7,  1809.  Their  children  were  : 
Charles,  born  Feb.  25,  1745 ; Mark  Anthony,  Jan. 
9,  1747;  Margaret,  Sept.  9,  1748;  Abigail,  Oct. 
I,  1750  (died  in  1752);  Simon,  Nov.  12,  1753; 
Abigail  (2),  July  i,  1755;  Samuel  Potter,  baptized 
June  19,  1757  (died  Oct.  i,  1778,  at  sea,  unmarried, 
on  the  privateer  “Oliver  Cromwell”)  ; Nancy  Pot- 
ter, born  March  3,  1759;  John,  May  17,  1760; 
Lydia,  May  29,  1761;  William,  Dec.  19,  1762; 
James,  March  18,  1764;  Levi,  April  8,  1766;  and 
Mary  and  Elizabeth  (twins),  born  and  died  in  1768.. 
Mark  Anthony  De  Wolf,  the  father,  was  educated 
in  a French  school  in  Guadeloupe,  one  of  the 
French  West  India  Islands.  Some  time  previous, 
to  1744  he  was  brought  as  a youth  of  about  seven- 
teen by  Capt.  Simeon  Potter,  in  one  of  his  ships  to 
Bristol,  R.  L,  where  he  settled,  marrying  Capt. 
Potter’s  sister.  Young  De  Wolf  spoke  several 
languages,  became  Capt.  Potter’s  clerk,  and  in 
that  capacity  sailed  several  voyages.  Mr.  De  Wolf 
wrote  the  name  with  the  French  contraction 
D’Wolf.  He  served  in  King  George’s  war,  1774, 
under  command  of  his  brother-in-law,  Capt.  Simeon 
Potter,  on  privateer  “Prince  Charles”  of  Lorraine. 
Mr.  De  Wolf  seems  never  to  have  attained  any 
considerable  fortune,  yet  there  is  a tradition  that 
he  was  a man  of  more  than  comfortable  circum- 
stances, when,  in  1778,  his  was  among  the  nineteen 
dwelling  houses  burned  by  the  British.  Impover- 
ished by  his  loss,  he  moved  his  family  to  a safer 
distance  from  the  defenseless  coast,  and  on  a farm 
in  Swansea,  with  the  courage  under  reverses  that 
has  characterized  many  of  the  family,  began  indus- 
triously to  repair  his  losses.  He  was  a man  of 
marked  character,  intelligence  and  acquirements. 
He  gave  his  sons  such  education,  though  simple, 
indeed,  yet  ample  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  life,  and  sufficient  to  enable  some  of  them  to 
fill  high  offices  in  their  State  and  nation. 

(VI)  Hon.  John  De  Wolf,  son  of  Mark  An- 
thony, born  May  17,  1760,  married  in  1784,  Susan 
Reynolds,  born  Nov.  24,  1759,  and  was  a resident 
of  Bristol,  a merchant  and  ship  owner,  and  later  a 
farmer.  He  was  considered  “one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  New  England.”  For  many  years  he  was 
a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  once  a 
Presidential  elector.  He  died  Oct.  10,  1841.  His 
only  child,  John,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1786.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  Dec.  29,  1838. 

(VH)  Prof.  John  De  Wolf,  son  of  Hon.  John, 
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born  Feb.  23,  1786,  married  (first)  Dec.  10,  1806, 
Elizabeth  James,  died  Jan.  7,  1818,  and  (second) 
May  13,  1819,  Sylvia  Griswold,  born  in  June,  1800, 
daughter  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Viets  Griswold. 
To  the  first  marriage  came  one  child,  John  James, 
born  Sept,  ii,  1807;  and  to  the  second,  Susan 
Amelia,  born  March  20,  1820;  Algernon  Sidney, 
born  in  October,  1822 ; Eliza  Viets,  born  Sept.  6, 
1824;  and  Marie  Griswold,  born  Dec.  10,  1826, 
and  died  Feb.  12,  1899.  Prof.  De  Wolf  was  liber- 
ally educated,  was  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity with  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1813.  In  1817 
he  was  chosen  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  that  in- 
stitution and  remained  there  until  1834.  He  was 
extremely  popular  and  was  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  by  his  numerous  pupils  and  associates. 
He  was  a distinguished  scholar  in  English,  Latin, 
Greek  and  Hebrew ; also  in  Ethics,  Mathematics, 
Chemistry  and  Astronomy.  During  his  connection 
with  Brown  University  he  delivered  numerous 
courses  of  public  lectures  upon  his  favorite  science, 
which  were  highly  popular  with  all  classes.  They 
were  always  enlivened  with  the  happiest  wit  and 
the  most  genial  humor.  He,  too,  was  the  author 
of  many  poems  popular  in  their  day.  Prof.  De 
Wolf  at  one  time  represented  Bristol  in  the  State 
Assembly,  assuming  this  duty  solely  to  oppose  the 
■dismemberment  of  his  native  town,  a question  in 
which  his  feelings  were  deeply  interested.  His 
speeches  upon  this  subject  and  upon  a proposition 
to  increase  the  tax  upon  banks  made  a great  impres- 
sion upon  his  fellow  members.  His  style  of  oratory 
was  an  unaccustomed  one  to  the  House,  and  while 
he  amused  by  his  trenchant  wit,  he  convinced  by 
the  soundness  of  his  arguments  and  the  justice  of 
his  appeals.  He  died  March-  2,  1862.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  April,  1834. 

(VTII)  Dr.  John  James  De  Wolf,  son  of  Prof. 
John,  born  Sept,  ii,  1807,  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  and  from  Harvard  Medical 
School.  Eor  about  fifty  years  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  Providence,  where  he  attained  eminence  in 
his  profession  and  high  esteem  as  a man  and  citi- 
zen. He  married  Annette  Halsey  Winthrop,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Winthrop,  of  the  old  Winthrop  family 
of  Boston,  and  he  died  July  25,  1894.  His  children 
were:  Winthrop,  born  March  14,  1830;  Elizabeth, 
Dec.  15,  1833;  John  Halsey,  Nov.  23,  1836;  and 
James  Andrew,  Oct.  ii,  1839. 

(IX)  Winthrop  De  Wolf,  son  of  Dr.  John 
James,  born  March  14,  1830,  married,  June  10, 
1863,  Eugenia  Tamms,  born  Oct.  3,  1832,  in  Phila- 
delphia. Their  children  were : John  Winthrop, 
born  July  14,  1864;  Agnes,  Dec.  15,  1867;  and  Hal- 
sey, Dec.  31,  1-870.  In  his  early  life  Winthrop  De 
Wolf  was  on  the  Texas  Coast  Survey.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Second  Rhode  Island, 
on  Gen.  Burnside’s  stafif.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
Franklin  Institution  for  Savings  in  Providence ; 
treasurer  of  the  Bay  State  Brick  Company,  of  Bos- 
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ton  ; and  also  treasurer  of  the  People’s  Gas  Comoanv 
of  Boston.  ^ ^ 

(X)  John  Winthrop  De  Wolf,  son  of  Winthrop 
born  July  14,  1864,  was  educated  in  Providence  and 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  spent  two  years  at  Lawrence 
.Scientific  School  at  Harvard.  Until  1893  he  was 
engaged  in  the  sheet  metal  business  with  Richards 
& Co.,  of  Boston,  but  in  Eebruary,  of  that  year, 
he  became  special  agent  for  the  Providence  Wash-^ 
ington  Insurance  Company,  and  he  has  since  made 
his  home  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  On  Oct.  20,  1894,  in 
Bristol,  he  married  Sarah  Alice  Hayes,  daughter  of 
Wingate  Hayes,  a noted  lawyer  of  Providence. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them:  John 
Winthrop,  born  Nov.  13,  1895;  Alice  Winthrop, 
born  Dec.  12,  1897;  and  a son,  born  Eeb.  28,  1902, 
who  died  March  i,  1902.  Mr.  De  Wolf  is  a member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ; the  B.  P. 
O.  Elks , and  the  Yacht  and  Golf  Clubs  of  Prov- 
idence. His  political  faith  is  that  of  the  Republican 
party. 

(X)  Dr.  Halsey  De  Wolf,  son  of  Winthrop, 
was  horn  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  31,  1870.  He 
attended  a school  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  1892,  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  During  his  college  days  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Hasty  Pudding  Club  and  the  Signet. 
His  medical  studies  were  pursued  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  graduated  in  1897. 
While  preparing  for  his  profession  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  H.  C.  Wood  Medical  Society.  Prom  1897 
to  1899  he  was  an  interne  in  the  Rhode  Island  Hos- 
pital, and  since  1899  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  general  medicine  in  Providence.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  the 
Providence  Medical  Society,  the  University  Club, 
the  Agawam  Hunt  Club  and  the  Art  Club. 

PHETTEPLACE  (Providence  family).  The 
Rhode  Island  Phetteplace  family  is  said  to  descend 
through  Sir  John  Eetteplace,  of  Oxfordshire,  Eng- 
land, from  Eetteplace,  the  Norman  usher  to  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  who  came  into  England  with 
that  Monarch,  according  to  a writer  of  some  of  the 
prominent  settlers  of  the  town  of  Glocester,  who 
refers  to  Oxfordshire  annals. 

The  family  of  the  name  here  in  Rhode  Island 
has  been  largely  one  of  the  ancient  town  of  Provi- 
dence— that  part  of  it  later  becoming  Glocester — 
and  for  years  representatives  have  figured  perhaps 
hardly  less  prominently  in  the  city  of  Providence 
than  did  the  early  generations  in  the  old  town. 
Reference  is  made  more  especially  to  the  late  James 
Smith  Phetteplace,  long  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
extensive  industries  of  the  State,  who  had  previously 
long  been  a successful  wholesale  merchant  of  Provi- 
dence, of  the  establishment  of  Phetteplace  & Sea- 
grave,  and  latterly  President  of  the  Central  Falls 
Woolen  Mills  Corporation ; and  to  the  present  Wil- 
liam L.  G.  and  James  B.  Phetteplace,  the  conductors 
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of  the  Phetteplace  Olive  Oil  Importing  Company, 
who  are  now  worthily  wearing  the  family  name  and 
sustaining  its  reputation,  as  is  also  James  F.  Phette- 
place, formerly  of  the  firm  of  J.  P.  Rhodes  & Com- 
pany. 

(I)  Philip  Phetteplace  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  as  early  as  i68i,  on 
July  30th  of  which  year  he  was  a witness  to  a will. 
He  is  believed  to  be  the  first  ancestor  of  those 
bearing  the  name  in  Rhode  Island.  His  children 
were:  Sarah,  Walter,  Philip  and  Samuel. 

(II)  Walter  Phetteplace,  son  of  Philip,  married 
April  4,  1709,  Joanna,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Joanna  (Inman)  Mowry,  and  they  lived  in  Provi- 
dence and  Glocester,  R.  I.,  respectively.  Mr. 
Phetteplace  bought  land  in  Providence  in  1711,  and 
later  bought  and  sold  land.  He  was  deputy  from 
Glocester  to  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1731,  1736, 
1745  and  1746.  He  was  one  of  three  of  the  As- 
sembly who  opposed  the  building  of  additional 
works  at  Fort  George,  1746,  believing  the  Colony 
was  not  in  condition  to  make  the  expenditure ; that 
the  forts  there  were  already  sufficient  to  withstand 
an  attack  of  private  men  of  war,  and  that  it  was 
wiser  to  keep  the  money  in  hand  until  further  de- 
velopments. Mr.  Phetteplace  died  Dec.  29,  1753. 
His  children  were:  Jonathan,  Job,  Philip,  Benja- 
min, Sarah,  Mercy  and  Mary. 

(III)  Jonathan  Phetteplace,  son  of  Walter, 
married  March  26,  1750,  Susanna  Smith,  and  among 
their  children  of  Glocester  town  record  were : Elia- 
kim,  born  March  3,  1755 ; and  Ezekiel. 

(IV)  Eliakim  Phetteplace,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Susanna,  born  March  3,  1755,  died  in  February, 
1831.  On  Oct.  8,  1775,  he  married  Lucretia  Evans, 
born  March  22,  1759,  died  in  January,  1831.  Their 
children  of  Glocester  town  record  were  : Area,  born 
Dec.  II,  1776;  Thankful,  Aug.  12,  1778;  Rhoda, 
May  30,  1781 ; Nancy,  Sept.  24,  1785 ; Asahel,  Feb. 
24,  1788;  and  Phebe,  Feb.  19,  1794. 

(V)  Asahel  Phetteplace,  son  of  Eliakim,  born 
Feb.  24,  1788,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Burrill- 
ville,  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  After  his 
marriage  he  lived  in  Burrillville  for  a short  time, 
and  thep  moved  to  a farm  in  Smithfield,  owned  by 
his  father-in-law,  and  there  he  passed  his  remaining 
years,  becoming  quite  well-to-do.  He  died  Nov. 
II,  1838,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm  there.  His 
wife  was  Nancy  Smith,  born  Jan.  14,  1783,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  and  Nancy  (Waterman)  Smith, 
of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  She  died  Feb.  18,  1873.  Their 
children  were  : Henry  M.,  born  June  23,  1812,  mar- 
ried (first)  Harriet  Smith,  of  Smithfield,  (second) 
Joanna  Sayles,  of  Franklin,  Mass.,  and  (third) 
Ellen  J.,  daughter  of  Welcome  Savles,  of  Burrill- 
ville, R.  I.  (He  was  a manufacturer  and  died  at 
Edgewood  in  1897)  ; James  Smith,  born  June  12, 
1814;  Thurston,  born  June  17,  1816,  married  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  Area  Phetteplace,  and  in  early  life 
engaged  in  a mercantile  business  at  Woonsocket 
and  Blackstone,  later  settling  on  the  home  farm  in 


Smithfield,  and  there  dying  in  his  eighty-first  year; 
Ann  Maria,  born  Aug.  8,  1818,  married  Burrill 
Bartlett,  of  Providence,  and  died  in  October,  1906; 
Zalmon,  born  April  19,  1821,  died  Dec.  25,  1822; 
a son  born  in  1824;  and  Caroline  Lucretia,  born 
Sept.  12,  1825,  married  Lemuel  M.  E.  Stone. 

(VI)  James  Smith  Phetteplace,  son  of  Asahel, 
was  born  June  12,  1814,  near  the  village  of  Green- 
ville, in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  R.  1.  He  received 
the  usual  common  school  education  given  to  farm- 
ers’ sons,  his  school  days  closing  when  in  his  mid- 
dle teens.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Provi- 
dence and  for  a half  dozen  years  was  employed  in 
the  grocery  store  of  Mr.  Daniel  Angell,  as  a clerk. 
During  these  years  he  had  so  conducted  himself 
as  to  commend  himself  to  his  employer,  and  in  1836 
he  became  Mr.  Angell’s  partner  in  the  business. 
These  gentlemen  remained  together  in  business  for 
six  years,  when  Mr.  Phetteplace  sold  his  interest 
to  his  partner  and  became  the  business  associate  of 
Mr.  George  A.  Seagrave  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
trade,  conducting  it  together  until  1872,  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  venture,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Phetteplace  & Seagrave.  Both  members  of  this 
firm,  having  become  interested  in  woolen  manu- 
facture in  1850,  at  the  village  of  Graniteville,  in 
the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  L,  disposed  of  their 
grocery  establishment  in  1872,  and  were  thereafter 
through  their  active  business  lives  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  fancy  cassimeres.  Their  lease  of 
the  Graniteville  mills  having  expired  in  1870,  they 
built  a mill  at  Central  Falls,  where  the  business  was 
afterward  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  Central 
Falls  Woolen  Mill,  of  which  Mr.  Phetteplace  was 
president. 

Mr.  Phetteplace  was  variously  and  prominently 
identified  with  a number  of  business  interests  in 
Providence.  He  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Safe  Deposit  Company,  and  one  of  the  trustees 
of  that  institution.  He  was  president  of  the  Mer- 
chant’s Savings  Bank  of  Providence,  was  a director 
of  the  Lime  Rock  Bank  from  1848  on  through  life. 
He  was  also  a director  in  the  Atlantic  Insurance 
Company  from  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1852, 
and  in  the  American  Screw  Company  from  1869 
to  1897.  He  was  a director  in  the  Merchants’  In- 
surance Company,  and  a director  and  president  of 
the  American  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  His 
religious  connections  were  with  the  Westminster 
Congregational  (Unitarian)  Society  of  Providence. 
Mr.  Phetteplace  died  Dec.  6,  1900,  at  his  home  on 
Benefit  street.  Providence. 

On  Aug.  25,  1840,  Mr.  Phetteplace  married 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Jbhn  S.  and  Patience  (Harris) 
Appleby,  of  Smithfield.  Their  married  life  covered 
a period  of  sixty-two  years.  Mrs.  Phetteplace  sur- 
vived her  husband  until  Jan.  7,  1908.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  surviving,  as 
follows:  Isabel,  who  married  James  Tucker,  and 
resides  in  Providence ; Louisa  J.,  widow  of  Robert 
E.  Northam,  of  Providence ; Georgina  H.,  widow  of 
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Benjamin  F.  Chace,  of  North  Providence;  Jessie 
C.,  residing ‘in  Cranston;  Frances  H.,  widow  of 
Charles  B.  Fry,  of  Providence;  Gertrude,  of  Provi- 
dence; and  James  Foster,  formerly  a member  of 
the  firm  of  J.  P.  Rhodes  & Co.,  cotton  brokers  of 
Providence  and  now  treasurer  of  Maguire,  Penni- 
man  & Company. 

A Providence  paper,  in  an  obituary  notice  of 
James  S.  Phetteplace,  published  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  said  in  part:  “*  * * During  the  past  six 

years  Mr.  Phetteplace  had  not  been  seen  on  the 
street,  or  in  the  usual  places  where  he  had  conducted 
the  many  business  affairs  with  which  his  active 
business  life  had  been  associated.  From  complicated 
physical  troubles  he  had  been  confined  to  his  bed- 
room, with  his  mental  faculties,  however,  undimmed, 
always  being  well  posted  upon  the  current  events  of 
the  day,  and  receiving  his  friends  with  a cheerful- 
ness and  patience  under  confinement  which  have 
been  a surprise  to  those  who  have  seen  him  from 
time  to  time.  Such,  however,  has  been  his  tem- 
perament throughout  a long  life,  and  it  did  not 
forsake  him  in  these  later  years.  This  added  much 
to  the  comfort  of  his  family,  and  will  go  far  to 
mitigate  their  sorrow  in  years  to  come.  Mr.  Phette- 
place, it  is  safe  to  say,  was  with  one  exception  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  the  only  one  of  the  old  resi- 
dents li-^ing  who  was  in  business  in  this  city  in  1836. 
That  he  was  a merchant  of  the  old  school,  conduct- 
ing business  on  lines  of  strict  integrity  and  fair 
dealing,  no  one  who  knew  him  can  dispute.  He 
attended  to  political  duties  as  every  good  citizen 
should,  by  exercising  his  right  of  suffrage,  but  po- 
litical affairs  had  no  attraction  for  him.  His  tastes 
and  duties  were  in  other  directions.  He  was  easily 
moved  by  appeals  for  help  from  persons  in  financial 
straits.  Confidence  he  had  in  a great  degree,  and 
he  yielded  too  often  for  his  own  pecuniary  interest. 
In  his  business  career  it  was  his  policy  to  deal  easily 
with  deserving  creditors.  Much  could  be  said  of  the 
moral  example  he  has  rendered  during  his  long  life ; 
much  that  is  worthy  of  imitation  by  those  who  are 
entering  upon  the  arena  of  an  active  business  life.” 

(VH)  CoL.  James  Foster  Phetteplace,  son 
of  James  Smith  and  Louisa  (Appleby)  Phetteplace, 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  L,  June  23,  1864.  He 
was  educated  in  Providence,  and  in  1882  graduated 
from  Mowry  & Goff’s  English  and  Classical  Insti- 
tute. From  1882  to  1892  he  was  engaged  with  his 
father  in  the  mill  at  Central  Falls,  and  in  1892  he 
became  a member  of  the  cotton  firm  of  J.  P.  Rhodes 
& Co.  In  1904  Mr.  Rhodes  retired  from  the 
business  and  Mr.  Phetteplace,  taking  as  a partner, 
Mr.  Gardner  Cornett,  formed  the  J.  P.  Rhodes  Com- 
pany, continuing  the  business  until  March  i,  1906. 
He  then  retired  to  become  treasurer  and  trustee  of 
various  concerns. 

Col.  Phetteplace  has  been  one  of  the  most  active 
men  of  his  generation  in  the  military  affairs  of 
Rhode  Island.  In  1882  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
First  Infantry,  which  is  also  Company  B of  the 


First  Light  Infantry  of  Rhode  Island.  He  became  ' 
successively  first  lieutenant,  adjutant,  lieut. -colonel, 
and  frorh  1894  to  1897  colonel  of  the  regiment,  i 
In  the  latter  year  he  resigned.  Upon  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  with  Spain,  Col.  Phetteplace  was  ap-  1 
pointed  by  Gov.  Elisha  Dyer,  major  of  the  First ' [ 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  he  served  until  Oct. 
20,  1898,  when  he  resigned.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Officers  Association  of  the  First  Rhode  Island  j 
Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  Spanish- American  war.  | 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Agawam  Hunt  Club.  | 

On  Aug.  25,  1890,  Col.  Phetteplace  was  married 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  P.  Rhodes,  of 
Providence.  1 

I 

HOWARD  WAYLAND  FARNUM,  a repre-  | 
sentative  young  business  man  of  the  town  of  Glo-  j 
cester,  is  a son  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Farnum, 
who  during  his  life  was  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  that  town,  and  a descendant 
of  the  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  and  Smithfield,  R.  L, 
branches  of  the  family,  as  is  given  in  the  history  ■ 
of  the  Farnum  family  elsewhere. 

Charles  W.  Farnum,  fourth  son  of  Cyrus  and  1 
Maria  (Aldrich)  Farnum,  was  born  July  13,  1837,  1 
in  Glocester,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  He  at-  I 
tended  the  district  school  and  the  Lapham  Insti-  ! 
tute  in  North  Scituate,  and  early  manifested  a bent  I 
toward  mathematical  studies,  being  quite  proficient 
in  that  branch.  He  took  up  the  study  of  civil  en- 
gineering in  the  offices  of  the  well-known  civil  | 
engineering  firm  of  Cushing  & Farnum  at  Provi-  [ 
dence,  the  latter  being  an  uncle  of  Charles  W.  , 
Farnum.  He  spent  four  years  on  a whaling  vessel,  j 
visiting  distant  ports,  one  voyage  carrying  him  to  . 
the  coast  of  Greenland.  Soon  after  leaving  the  ' 
water,  he  enlisted  June  6,  1861,  in  Company  I,  ! 
2d  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  i 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  where  he  was  severely 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  He  was  confined  in  ' 
Libby  Prison  for  about  seven  months,  when  he  1 
was  exchanged,  and  was  discharged  from  the  ser-  | 
vice  July  16,  1862.  Air.  Farnum  was  subsequently  ; 
employed  at  surveying  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  in  | 
the  laying  out  of  suburban  property,  and  was  ; 
similarly  employed  in  the  State  of  Maine.  Return-  | 
ing  to  Glocester  he  was  engaged  at  farming  for  a 
few  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  Farnum  was  a Democrat,  and  in  ! 
June,  1875,  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of  the  town 
of  Glocester  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Che- 
pachet.  His  predecessor  in  this  office  was  the  late 
Ziba  O.  Slocum,  a prominent  lawyer,  who  after-  j 
ward  filled  the  position  of  Attorney  General.  For  ; 
more  .than  a quarter  of  a century  Mr.  Farnum  | 
filled  the  position  of  town  clerk,  performing  the  1 
duties  of  the  office  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner,  j 
During  this  long  time  he  came  in  touch  not  only  j 
with  his  own  townspeople  but  also  with  all  others 
who  had  occasion  to  visit  the  office.  He  was  ever 
ready  to  lend  such  assistance  as  was  within  his 
power  to  all,  and  he  formed  many  friendships,  and  , 
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was  truly  beloved  and  respected  by  every  man  he 
knew.  Declining  health  compelled  him  to  re- 
linquish the  cares  of  public  office  in  1901,  when  he 
declined  to  permit  his  name  to  be  placed  in  nomi- 
nation. For  the  greater  portion  of  this  long  period 
there  was  no  name  placed  against  his  for  the 
position,  both  parties  being  satisfied  to  have  him 
hold  the  position,  and  on  those  rare  occasions  when 
counter  nominations  were  made  the  majorities 
given  Mr.  Farnum  were  so  overwhelming  that 
there  was  no  question  of  his  popularity  among  the 
voters. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  town  clerk,  Mr. 
Farnum  was  called  upon  to  fill  various  other  offices 
within  the  gift  of  the  people  as  well  as  other  po- 
sitions of  trust.  He  served  repeatedly  as  tax  as- 
sessor, no  board  seeming  complete  without  his 
presence,  and  was  trial  justice  until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  District  Court  system,  when  he  was 
appointed  assistant  justice.  In  1888  he  represented 
the  town  in  the  State  Senate,  winning  by  a safe 
majority  in  a hotly  contested  election.  He  was 
for  a long  time  coroner,  and  was  also  for  twenty- 
five  years  a justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  Charles  E.  Guild  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Besides 
holding  public  office  he  practiced  civil  engineering 
fora  number  of  years,  and  also  conducted  an  in- 
surance business  of  considerable  local  importance. 
He  died  July  24,  1904,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Chepachet. 

On  May  10,  1874,  Mr.  Farnum  was  married  to 
Mary  S.  Steere,  born  Aug.  25,  1839,  daughter  of 
Harris  and  Adah  (Tucker)  Steere,  and  she  re- 
sided at  the  homestead  in  Chepachet  until  her  death, 
Aug.  12,  1906;  she  was  buried  at  the  side  of  her 
husband.  She  had  two  children:  Howard  Way- 
land;  and  Ernest  L.,  born  Dec.  16,  1876,  died  Aug. 
II,  1878. 

Howard  Wayland  Farnum  was  born  Feb.  4, 
1875,  in  Chepachet,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools,  the  English  and  Classical 
school  at  Providence,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1894,  and  Brown  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1898.  After  leaving  the  university 
he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  with  much 
success,  and  has  continued  therein  and  in  the 
mortgage  and  real  estate  business,  the  management 
of  his  private  interests,  which  are  extensive,  taking 
much  time.  Mr.  Earnum  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  in  1899  and  1900  served  as  senator  from  Glo- 
cester.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  father’s  term 
of  office,  he  served  some  years  as  deputy  town 
clerk.  Under  the  old  system  he  was  moderator 
of  school  districts  Nos.  3,  4 and  5,  in  Glocester, 
for  a number  of  years.  He  succeeded  his  father  as 
a trustee  of  the  Chepachet  Cemetery  Association, 
and  has  since  been  elected  president  of  that  or- 
ganization, serving  as  president  and  trustee.  When 
Col.  George  H.  Brown  Camp,  No.  20,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  was  organized  at  Chepachet,  Mr.  Far- 
num was  one  of  the  charter  members,  and  he  took 


an  important  part  in  the  work  of  that  organization, 
having  been  elected  lieutenant  and  later  captain 
of  the  same. 

On  Nov.  22,  1899,  Mr.  Farnum  married  Maude 
Louise  Read,  born  March  9,  1874,  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Walter  A.  Read,  General  Treasurer  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Charlotte  (Owen)  Read.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Farnum  reside  in  the  old  homestead  of 
his  father,  which  is  one  of  the  attractive  and  well 
kept  homes  in  Chepachet. 

ELDREDGE  (East  Greenwich  families).  The 
names  Eldred,  Eldredge  and  Eldridge  appear  early 
in  New  England  history,  and  according  to  the  con- 
clusions of  the  veteran  New  England  genealogist. 
Judge  Savage,  were  originally  the  same.  William 
Eldred  is  known  to  have  been  a resident  of  Yar- 
mouth, Mass.,  from  March,  1645,  to  1667. 
It  is  thought  that  William  of  Yarmouth, 
Robert  of  Yarmouth  and  Monomoy,  and  Samuel 
of  Cambridge  and  Stonington,  were  brothers, 
and  that  they  came  from  England  about  1635. 
They  all  appear  to  have  been  men  of  standing  and 
substance.  William  was  appointed  constable  in  Yar- 
mouth in  1657,  1662,  1674,  1675  and  1677.  He  was 
also  surveyor  of  highways.  He  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  William  and  Tamesin  Lumpkin.  Rob- 
ert Eldredge  of  Yarmouth,  married  in  October, 
1649,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Nickerson,  of 
the  same  town,  and  Samuel  Eldred  of  Stonington, 
Conn.,  who  was  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  as  early  as 
1646,  and  at  Kingstown,  R.  L,  subsequent  to  his 

being  at  Stonington,  married  Elizabeth  . 

Then  there  was  a John  Eldredge  at  Hampton,  in 
1640,  and  Nathaniel  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1642. 

The  name  of  Eldredge,  or  as  it  was  originally 
written,  Eldred,  is  Saxon.  Eldred  was  the  name 
of  several  of  the  Kings  of  the  Saxons  in  the  eighth 
and  ninth  centuries.  The  Eldreds  were  holders  of 
lands  in  Wilts,  Dorset,  Somerset,  Devon,  Gloucester, 
Salop,  York  and  other  counties  at  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward the  Confessor. 

John  Eldred,  of  Great  Saxham,  in  Suffolk,  de- 
scended from  an  ancient  family,  claiming  Saxon 
origin.  Tradition  says  that  he  purchased  the  Great 
Saxham  estates  because  of  his  belief  that  his  an- 
cestors, in  remote  ages,  as  Saxon  Kings,  had  held 
the  Saxhams  as  their  great  Saxon  home.  John 
Eldred  was  born  in  1552  and  died  in  1632.  He  was 
a great  traveler,  and  his  ships  and  merchandise 
went  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Virginia,  and  from  1609  to  1624  was 
a member  of  His  Majesty’s  Council  for  the  Vir- 
ginia Company  of  London. 

The  Pilgrims  who  came  to  America  in  the  “May- 
flower” in  1620,  obtained  a patent  from  the  London 
Company,  and  though  contrary  winds  carried  them 
northward  to  Cape  Cod,  they  had  intended  to  plant 
their  colony  in  Virginia,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
James  river. 
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As  John  Eldred  of  Great  Saxham  was  at  that 
time,  and  for  fifteen  years,  a director  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Company  of  London,  it  is  possible  that  the 
Eldreds  who  appeared  in  New  England  between 
the  years  1635  and  1645,  viz.:  William,  Robert, 
Samuel,  John  and  Nathaniel,  were  in  some  way 
connected  with  this  family. 

From  William  Eldred  (above)  of  Yarmouth 
sprang  the  early  Eldreds  or  Eldredges  of  Mansfield 
and  Willington,  Conn.,  and  vicinity,  towns,  respec- 
tively, in  Windham  and  Tolland  counties  ; and  from 
Samuel  Eldred  (above)  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and 
Stonington,  Conn.,  sprang  the  early  Rhode  Island  El- 
dreds, several  of  the  sons  of  the  latter  settling  in  the 
old  town  of  Kingstown,  and  one  of  whom,  John  El- 
dred of  North  Kingstown,  was  long  in  public  service 
of  his  town  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Colony.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  militia,  was  treas- 
urer in  1697,  and  many  times  assistant  between  1669 
and  1716.  He  was  moderator  of  town  meeting, 
was  a member  of  the  town  council,  and  was  deputy 
in  1708,  1709  and  1719.' 

The  Connecticut  Eldredges  alluded  to  descend 
from  William  Eldred  of  Yarmouth,  through  his  son 
Elisha  and  the  latter’s  son  of  the  same  Christian 
name.  The  elder  Elisha  Eldred  was  born  in  1653 
and  died  in  Eastham  (Wellfleet)  in  1739,  and  is 
buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at  the  head  of  Duck 
Creek,  where  a stone  marks  the  spot.  His  name  on 
the  gravestone  is  spelled  Eldreege.  In  1693  he  was 
in  Harwich,  living  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
in  the  Doane  neighborhood.  He  later  removed  to 
that  part  of  Eastham  which  subsequently  became 
the  town  of  Wellfleet.  His  son,  Elisha  Eldredge 
(2),  born  about  1690,  married  Dorcas,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Mulford  of  Truro,  and  granddaughter 
of  Nathaniel  Basset,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
William  Basset,  who  came  in  the  ship  “Fortune” 
in  1621.  Elisha  Eldredge  (2)  about  1741  removed 
his  family  from  Eastham,  Mass.,  to  Mansfield, 
Conn.,  and  he  and  his  wife  Dorcas  were  admitted 
to  the  Church  in  South  Mansfield  by  letter  June  21, 
1741.  Jesse  Eldredge,  a son  of  Elisha  (2),  pre- 
ceded his  father  to  Mansfield,  and  later  removed  to 
Willington,  an  adjoining  town,  where  he  died  in 
1794.  In  Eastham  he  had  married  Abigail  Smith, 
a descendant  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  Stephen 
Hopkins,  Gov.  Thomas  Prince,  etc. 

We  come  now  to  the  Eldredge  family  under 
special  consideration,  that  of  the  Brooklyn,  Conn., 
and  East  Greenwich  family.  Here  in  the  territory 
named  this  branch  of  the  Eldredges  have  been  con- 
tinuous since  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  About  this  period  “Brooklyn  Society 
(Windham  county,  Conn.,)  was  increasing  in 
strength  and  numbers.  Ebenezer  Witter  of  Pres- 
ton, John  and  Israel  Litchfield,  James  and  Thomas 
Eldredge,  William  and  Nehemiah  Prince,  Stephen 
Baker,  Rufus  Herrick  and  Andrew  Lester  had  be- 
come its  residents.  The  original  settlers  were  repre- 
sented by  many  thriving  families.  A remodeling 


of  school  districts  in  1762  shows  the  distribution  ! 
of  inhabitants.  * * *” 

This  James  Eldredge,  son  of  Charles,  just  al-  j 
luded  to,  is  the  ancestor  of  the  East  Greenwich  | 
family,  so  long  most  honorably  represented  in  that  | 
town  and  where  still  reside  descendants  who  are  j 
yet  active  and  prominent  in  business  and  in  social  | 
and  public  life,  among  them  Hon.  Henry  Pierce  i 
Eldredge,  of  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Whit-  j 
ford,  Eldredge  & Co.,  of  Providence,  a veteran  of  j 
the  Civil  war  and  a State  Senator  from  his  native  ■ 
town.  East  Greenwich.  Here  in  the  town  just 
named  figured  prominently  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  turn  for  nearly  one  hundred  years,  father  1 
and  son,  Drs.  Charles  and  James  Henry  Eldredge.  i 
Capt.  James  Eldredge,  of  Brooklyn,  was  an  ac-  ; 
tive  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  serving  as  an  officer  j 
in  the  army  with  credit  and  distinction  in  the  troops  ! 
furnished  by  the  State  of  Connecticut.  He  was  then,  j 
it  seems,  of  Stonington,  and  his  military  record  in 
that  struggle  is  as  follows:  “May  i,  1775,  was  first  ' 
lieutenant  of  3d  Company,  Connecticut  troops;  July  | 

1,  1775,  captain;  discharged  Dec.  10,  1775  ; in  1776, 

in  loth  Continental  Regiment,  Colonel  Parsons  ; after  | 
siege  of  Boston  marched  under  Washington  to  New  I 
York,  and  assisted  in  fortifying  the  city ; in  battle  , 
of  Long  Island,  Aug.  29 ; caught  in  the  panic  in  re-  | 
treat  from  New  York,  Sept.  15;  with  the  Army  of 
White  Plains,  Oct.  28 ; remained  in  vicinity  of 
Peekskill  under  General  Heath  till  Dec.  31,  1776;  in  j 
First  Regiment,  Connecticut  Line,  1777,  and  re-  ; 
mained  there  till  ordered  under  General  McDougall  I 
to  Washington’s  army  in  Pennsylvania,  September,  ! 
1777;  engaged  in  battle  of  Germantown,  Oct.  4;  ^ 

wintered  at  Valley  Forge  in  Huntington’s  brigade  1 
during  the  winter  of  1777-78;  in  service  from  May,  i 
1775,  to  January  2,  1778.”  He  returned  to  Brook- 
lyn, Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Capt.  Eldredge  married,  March  28,  1765,  Lucy 
Gallup,  daughter  of  Capt.  Gallup.  Their  children  ; 
were:  Gurden,  born  Dec.  9,  1765;  James,  Feb.  5,  | 

1768;  Lucy,  May  22,  1770  (married  a Mr.  Perkins  | 
and  removed  to  Ohio)  ; Eunice,  March  24,  1772  j 
(married  James  McClellan,  and  became  the  mother  j 
of  Gen.  McClellan)  ; Henry,  Aug.  4,  1774  (a  noted  | 
sea  captain)  ; Joseph  W.,  May  17,  1777  (settled 
in  Vermont);  Giles  Russell,  Jan.  7,  1780;  Nancy, 
March  20,  1782  (became  the  second  wife  of  James  ; 
McClellan)  ; Charles,  July  31,  1784;  , Aug.  j 

2,  1787  (died  Sept.  15,  1838)  ; Frank  (died  in  1 
youth)  ; Oliver,  IMarch  13,  1789  (became  a prom- 
inent merchant  of  Boston)  ; Francis  M.,  Feb.  23, 
1791 ; and  Edward,  Oct.  18,  1794  (spent  some  years 

in  South  America,  was  for  some  time  a merchant 
of  Boston  and  died  at  Pomfret,  Conn.). 

Dr.  Charles  Eldredge,  son  of  Capt.  James,  was 
born  July  31,  1784,  in  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  Conn. 

He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas  Hubbard, 
of  Pomfret,  Conn.,  attended  medical  lectures  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  for  one  season 
a student  in  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  He  came  to 
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East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  in  the  autumn  of  1810,  to  fill 
the  place  vacated  by  Dr.  Tibbitts,  supposing  at  the 
time  it  only  to  be  a temporary  arrangement,  but 
found  himself  soon  engaged  in  an  extensive  prac- 
tice, owing  to  a malignant  epidemic  then  prevailing 
in  many  parts  of  New  England.  Dr.  Tibbitts  not 
returning  as  had  been  expected,  the  temporary  ar- 
rangement became  a permanent  settlement,  which 
continued  through  the  whole  of  his  life.  At  the 
time  Dr.  Eldredge  settled  in  East  Greenwich  he 
was  of  mature  years,  strong  physique,  in  high 
health  and  with  strong  convictions  in  all  matters 
of  public  interest.  He  soon  became  interested  in 
all  the  affairs  of  the  towm,  in  its  institutions  of  re- 
ligion and  learning  and  in  the  business  enterprises 
of  its  citizens,  identified  as  one  of  its  permanent 
residents.  On  his  coming  to  East  Greenwich  there 
was  no  regular  religious  service  other  than  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  of  Friends,  “not  a bell  in  the 
town,”  he  was  heard  to  say.  He  joined  with  the 
people  in  organizing  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  re- 
building and  re-fitting  the  meeting-house  (origin- 
ally used  by  the  Congregational  Society)  and  in 
settling  a minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waldo,  who  lived  to 
be  a centenarian,  and  was  made  Chaplain  of  Con- 
gress after  he  had  passed  his  one  hundredth  year. 
He  also  became  a trustee  of  Kent  Academy  and 
contributor  to  this  institution.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion 
of  Domestic  Industries  and  served  many  terms  on 
its  committees  for  awarding  premiums. 

Reared  on  a farm  Dr.  Eldredge  retained  all  his 
life  a fondness  for  agriculture  and  gardening,  and 
did  much  in  a practical  way  in  introducing  improved 
methods  of  cultivating  the  soil.  Although  he  could 
find  time  to  interest  himself  in  these,  as  it  were, 
outside  matters,  the  largest  share  of  his  time,  his 
thoughts  and  his  feelings  were  taken  up  with  his 
professional  duties.  A disciple  of  Dr.  Rush,  his 
treatment  of  disease  was  somewhat  marked  by  the 
teachings  of  that  renowned  professor  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  and  excited  criticism  and 
severe  remarks  from  the  physicians  and  more  intel- 
ligent people.  He  soon,  however,  gained  the  re- 
spect of  the  one  and  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  other.  For  the  character  and  teachings  of  Dr. 
Rush  he  always  had  die  highest  regard  and  pro- 
fessed himself  a follower  of  his  school  of  medicine, 
but  he  was  not  a blind  follower  of  any  school  or 
theory.  His  habits  and  powers  of  observation  en- 
abled him  to  realize  and  appreciate  every  variety 
which  disease  assumed.  The  epidemic  tendency  and 
influence  of  the  season,  the  peculiar  constitution  and 
habit  of  the  patient  was  always  his  careful  study, 
and  his  prescriptions  and  treatment  were  carefully 
adapted  to  these  conditions.  Never  hesitating  to 
use  potent  means  when  the  condition  of  the  patient 
seemed  to  him  to  demand  it,  he  was  ever  ready  to 
trust  to  nature  when  she  was  doing  her  work  in 
the  right  way.  He  kept  himself  well-informed  in 
the  progress  of  medical  science  and  everything  new 


in  the  way  of  improvement  that  his  judgment  and 
experience  approved  lie  readily  adopted,  and  firmly 
opposed  whatever  appeared  to  be  a trifling  innova- 
tion. His  physical  and  mental  qualities  well  fitted 
him  for  the  practice  of  surgery,  and  although  he 
did  not  devote  himself  to  it  as  a specialty  his  repu- 
tation and  extensive  acquaintance  called  him  to  all 
critical  cases  happening  in  a circuit  of  many  miles. 
It  was  his  pride  to  avoid  rather  than  to  perform 
heroic  operations,  and  he  often  spoke  with  pride 
of  limbs  he  had  saved  by  careful  treatment  and 
restored  to  use,  after  those  frightful  injuries  which 
so  often  occur  in  our  cotton  mills. 

Dr.  Eldredge  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  always  taking 
a deep  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  was  its  president 
from  1834  to  1837.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  in  1835  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Yale  College.  Dr. 
Eldredge  died  at  his  home  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  L, 
Sept.  15,  1838,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Luke’s  Ceme- 
tery, to  which  place  his  remains  were  removed  after 
being  first  interred  in  the  burying-ground  on  the 
old  Baptist  Meeting  House  Hill. 

Dr.  Eldredge  married  Hannah  Child,  whose 
father  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Charles  Child,  born  March  12,  1812; 
Lucy  Gallup,  born  June  i,  1814;  and  James  Henry, 
born  May  27,  1816.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  and  he  married  (second)  Eleanor  Ery,  who  bore 
him  two  children:  Hannah  Child,  born  June  21, 
1822;  and  Eleanor  Ery,  born  May  7,  1827. 

Charles  Child  Eldredge,  son  of  Dr.  Charles,  was 
born  IMarch  12,  1812,  in  East  Greenwich,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  and  school  days  in  that  town.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  all  his  life,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  William  Halkyard,  on  Quidnessett  Neck,, 
in  North  Kingstown.  His  death  occurred  Aug. 
7,  1845.  He  married  Sarah  Potter  Pierce,  daugh- 
ter of  Job  Pierce,  a merchant  of  East  Greenwich, 
who  was  drowned  in  1812,  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
while  going  to  New  York  to  buy  merchandise.  To 
them  were  born  five  children:  Ellen  E.,  of  East 
Greenwich  ; James,  of  Holden,  Mo. ; Charles  Child, 
of  Booneville,  Mo. ; Lucy,  of  East  Greenwich  ; and 
Henry  Pierce. 

James  Henry  Eldredge.  M.  D.,  son  of  Dr.  Charles 
and  Hannah  (Child)  Eldredge,  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  May  27,  1816,  in  the  same  house 
that  was  his  home  until  his  death,  Feb.  20,  1891. 
After  pursuing  his  earlier  education  in  Kent  Acade- 
my, and  in  the  select  schools  of  W.  C.  Greene,  Esq., 
at  Jamaica  Plain,  near  Boston,  young  Eldredge  be- 
gan his  study  of  medicine  in  his  father’s  office,  spent 
a year  at  Yale  for  instruction  in  chemistry  and  phys- 
ical science  under  Prof.  Silliman,  and  then  repaired 
to  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where 
his  cousins,  Drs.  George  and  Samuel  McClellan, 
were  then  professors.  Erom  this  institution  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  1837.  Returning  to 
Rhode  Island  to  assist  his  father,  he  was  by.  the 
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latter’s  death  in  the  following  year  left  with  a large 
practice,  which  he  creditably  maintained,  and  for 
over  fifty  years  continued  without  losing  a day 
from  sickness  until  his  last  illness,  and  only  on 
rarest  occasions  leaving  his  post  for  other  reasons. 

Dr.  Eldredge  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society  in  June,  1838.  His  father  had  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Society  for  three  years,  1834-37.  The 
son  was  president  of  the  Society  for  two  years, 
1858-1860,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  was 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Censors.  He  served  that 
Society  on  many  important  committees,  and  for 
twenty  years  was  Consulting  Physician  to  Rhode 
Island  Hospital.  At  the  time  of  Dr.  Eldredge’s 
death  but  two  remained  who  were  members  when 
he  joined  the  society,  the  venerable  Dr.  Frank  L. 
Wheaton,  of  Providence,  and  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner, 
of  Newport.  The  latter  at  the  March  meeting  in 
a very  tender  and  appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  his  deceased  colleague  reviewed  their  life  to- 
gether, in  boyhood  and  in  professional  relations 
since : 

‘’My  recollection,  which  is  very  distinct  from 
1820,  affords  no  suggestion  of  any  even  momentary 
interruption  to  our  close  and  continuous  friendship. 
As  a boy  at  school  he  was  an  amiable  and  genial 
companion ; there  are  no  recollections  of  differences 
with  other  boys,  such  as  usually  interrupt  even  boy- 
ish intimacies  with  occasional  storms,  and  in  this 
‘the  child  was  father  to  the  man.’  To  the  end  of 
life  he  ever  maintained  the  genial  and  kindly  man- 
ner that  characterized  him  under  whatever  provo- 
cation, and  that  enabled  him  to  retain  to  the  last 
the  esteem  and  affection  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Having  his  sphere  of  action  in  a rural  district  that 
embraced  only  moderate  sized  villages  * * * 

his  professional  career  was  spent  in  the  conscien- 
tious, diligent  and  extremely  laborious  service  of 
a clientele  not  as  a whole  capable  of  rendering 
liberal,  not  to  say  large,  compensation,  but  the  oppo- 
site. Although  conservative  in  his  methods  and  in 
the  character  of  his  mind  Dr.  Eldredge  was  dili- 
gent in  the  study  of  current  medical  literature,  and 
extremely  solicitous  that  nothing  promising  benefit 
to  his  patients  should  be  overlooked  or  neglected. 
And  his  patients  trusted  him.  He  became  as  his 
father  had  been,  not  only  the  professional  adviser, 
but  the  confidential  and  business  friend  of  large 
numbers  of  his  neighbors,  and  in  his  last  days  en- 
joyed a kind  of  patriarchal  relation  with  the  people 
of  that  locality.  For  forty  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  school  committee,  and  for  about  twenty  years 
its  president.  He  was  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil. In  1887  and  1888  he  was  State  Senator;  but 
he  did  not  seek  political  preferment  and  he  held  no 
other  State  office.  Of  Dr.  Eldredge’s  relations  to 
this  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  little  need  be 
said ; they  are  familiar  to  us  all,  and  the  published 
records  of  our  transactions  show  that  he  filled  an 
important  place.  For  fifty  years  he  was  seldom  ab- 
sent, and  he  was  always  deeply  interested  in  what- 


ever pertained  to  the  welfare  and  credit  of  the  So- 
ciety.” 

Dr.  Eldredge  was  a man  of  splendid  physique 
and  robust  appearance ; large  and  rather  tall ; of 
ruddy  complexion  and  blue-grey  eyes,  and  strong 
manly  features.  His  wife  who  was  Anna  Freelove 
Henshaw,  daughter  of  a merchant  in  Boston,  died 
May  3,  1886.  Of  their  children  a son  died  in  in- 
fancy ; two  daughters  survived  the  father. 

Henry  Pierce  Eldredge,  son  of  Charles  Child 
and  Sarah  Potter  (Pierce)  Eldredge,  was  born 
March  20,  1844,  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  the  East  Greenwich  Academy ; and,  while  yet 
a lad  in  his  middle  teens  and  his  school  days  hardly 
over,  on  came  the  Civil  war  which  called  forth  so 
many  of  the  youth  of  the  land  to  their  country’s 
defense,  and  he  with  others  laid  aside  his  books  for 
the  tented  field,  becoming  in  April,  1862,  a private 
in  Company  D,  loth  R.  I.  V.  I.  He  shared  the 
fortunes  of  his  command  through  three  months  of 
the  war,  then  returned  to  his  home.  In  1859  Mr. 
Eldredge  was  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store 
in  East  Greenwich.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  entered 
the  wholesale  flour,  butter  and  cheese  house  of 
Whipple,  Weeden  & Co.,  in  Providence,  and  later 
was  with  Barton  & Keith  until  1870.  He  then  be- 
came associated  with  Wheaton,  Whitford  & Co., 
later  Whitford,  Aldrich  & Co.,  and  Aldrich,  El- 
dredge & Co.,  becoming  a member  of  the  firm  in 
1880 — a business  connection  he  still  continues. 

Mr.  Eldredge  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Legislature  for  a number  of  years.  Fratern- 
ally he  belongs  to  King  Solomon’s  Lodge,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.  In  1880  he  was  married  to  Annie  P.  Gil- 
bert, daughter  of  Lucius  Gilbert,  of  New  Haven, 
and  the  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  sons, 
namely : Henry  P.,  Lucius  G.,  Charles  C.  and 
James  H. 

MARTIN  DEWING.  The  city  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  citi- 
zens in  the  death  of  Martin  Dewing,  June  16, 
1905,  at  his  late  residence.  No.  92  Keene  street, 
that  city.  He  was  born  in  Bellingham,  Mass., 
July  8,  1830. 

(I)  Andrew  Dewing,  an  ancestor  of  Martin 
Dewing,  was  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  recorded  later,  in 
1644,  as  from  Natick,  where  he  was  a member 
of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany. At  the  latter  date  he  probably 
lived  on  what  was  known  as  the  Ridge 
Hill  farm  in  Wellesley,  part,  if  not  all,  of  which 
was  owned  by  the  Dewing  descendants  until 
1811.  He  was  made  a freeman  May  6,  1646,  and 
was  elected  surveyor  at  the  first  town  meeting, 
held  in  Dedham  in  1657,  and  again  in  1661.  He 
seems  to  have  been  a man  of  affairs  in  Dedham, 
where  he  died  Sept.  16,  1677.  Andrew  Dewing 
married  (first)  Lydia,  who  died  Aug.  13,  1652, 
and  (second)  Ann  Bonstall,  Oct.  9,  1652. 
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(II)  Andrew  Dewing  (2),  son  of  Andrew, 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1655,  and  married  Oct.  27, 
1682,  Dorothy  Hyde.  He  resided  in  that  part 
of  Dedham,  which  was  cut  off  as  Needham  in 
1711,  and  was  a husbandman.  He  was  one  of 
the  petitioners  for  the  corporation  of  Needham. 

(HI)  Henry  Dewing,  son  of  Andrew  (2), 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1690,  in  Dedham,  Mass.  On 
Dec.  4,  1716,  in  Roxbury,  he  married  (first)  Me- 
hitable,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Mehitable 
(Thurston)  Ellis,  and  (second)  Jan.  18,  1753, 
Elizabeth  Warren.  He  resided  in  Needham,  in- 
herited land  from  his  father’s  estate  and  held 
numerous  town  offices.  He  died  March  21,  1765. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Dewing,  son  of  Henry,  born 
Oct.  10.  1725,  in  Needham,  Mass.,  died  Nov.  26, 
1766.  He  married  in  1753  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Isa- 
bella Brownley.  He  made  his  residence  in  Need- 
ham, probably  on  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father. 

(V)  Elijah  Dewing,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was 
born  in  Needharn,  Mass.,  July  ii,  1761,  and  died 
Sept.  10,  1844,  in  Medway.  He  married.  May 
14,  1788,  Betty  Reed,  who  died  Sept.  10,  1844, 
the  same  day  as  her  husband.  He  was  a farmer 
and  owned  land  in  Dover,  Bellingham  and  Med- 
way. He  enlisted.  Sept.  24,  1778,  in  Capt.  Abel 
Richards’  company.  Col.  Jonathan  Coggeswell’s 
Regiment,  and  was  discharged  Oct.  i,  1778,  after 
nine  days’  service,  with  the  guards  at  Boston. 
He  again  enlisted  Oct.  25,  1779,  as  a private  in 
Thomas  \ inson’s  Company,  Col.  Jacob  Gernsh’s 
Regiment,  and  was  discharged  Nov.  23d  of 
that  year.  This  regiment  was  ordered  to  re- 
enforce General  Washington,  and  was  in  service 
at  Claverack-on-the-Hudson.  He  became  a pen- 
sioner from  March  4,  1831. 

(VI)  Elijah  Dewing  (2),  son  of  Elijah,  was 

born  in  Dover,  Mass.,  Oct.  13,  1790,  and  died 
Nov.  I,  1864,  in  Mendon,  Mass.  He  was  married 
July  5,  1820,  to  Mary  Coombs,  born  July  3.  1796, 
in  Bellingham,  daughter_  of  Jesse  and  Sarah 
(Adams)  Coombs ; she  died  Dec.  23,  1868,  in 
Mendon.  They  resided  in  Bellingham  and  Men- 
don, where  he  followed  carpentering  and  build- 
ing. Sarah  Adams’  brother  built  the  “Adam's 
House”  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  / 

(VII)  Martin  Dewing,  son  of  Elijah  (2),  was 
born  in  Bellingham,  July  8,  1830,  and  married 
Nov.  3,  1852,  Ardelia  Cook,  born  Dec.  i,  1831, 
daughter  of  Welcome  Ballou  and  Rhoda  Wilcox 
(Pickering)  Cook,  of  Mendon,  Mass.  Children  were 
born  to  this  union  as  follows:  Mary  Coombs, 
born  Aug.  20,  1853,  in  Milford,  Mass.,  married 
Jan.  21,  1880,  Bradford  Erank  Billings,  then  of 
Sharon,  Mass.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Mary  Louise;  Ardelia  Cook,  born  Aug.  23, 
^^57)  jn  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  married,  Nov.  19, 
1895,  George  Drown  Gladding,  born  Sept.  9, 
i860,  son  of  George  Anthony  and  Julia  Ann 
(Drowm)  Gladding. 


Welcome  Ballou  Cook  was  the  son  of  Zimri 
and  Joanna  (Ballou)  Cook,  and  was  born  in 
Mendon,  Mass.,  Sept.  19,  1807.  He  was  mar- 
ried, Jan.  14,  1826,  to  Rhoda  Wilcox  Pickering, 
and  they  had  these  children : Allen  Simon,  born 
Sept.  19,  1829;  Ardelia,  born  Dec.  i,  1831;  Dan- 
iel Purington,  born  Eeb.  ii,  1834;  Erancis  Addi- 
son, born  Oct.  21,  1835;  Mary  Jane,  born  Oct. 
16,  1840;  Sarah  H.,  born  June  6,  1843;  Walter 
Irving,  born  June  ii,  1846;  Welcome  Edwin, 
born  April  21,  1849;  and  Georgie  A.,  born  Jan. 

1853-.  . ... 

Martin  Dewing,  the  subject  of  this  review, 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools-  of 
his  native  town,  and  in  1853  embarked  in  the 
fish  business  at  Woonsocket.  There  he  success- 
fully continued  until  1857,  in  which  year  he  lo- 
cated in  Providence,  going  into  partnership  with 
P.  E.  Nichols,  at  No.  44  Exchange  place,  under 
the  firm  name  of  P.  E.  Nichols  & Co.  In  1859 
Mr.  Dewing  bought  out  his  partner’s  interest  in 
the  concern  and  in  1861  he  began  the  planting 
and  cultivating  of  oysters.  The  first  plant  com- 
prised but  two  acres  of  beds  at  Kettle  Point, 
and  a small  yawl  valued  at  forty-five  dollars. 
In  1865  he  sold  Charles  Monsell  an  interest  in 
the  business,  the  firm  name  becoming  Dewing  & 
Monsell,  but  upon  the  death  of  the  latter  Mr. 
Dewing  purchased  the  widow’s  interest,  and  con- 
tinued the  business  alone.  The  business  grew 
rapidly,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Dewing 
owned  vast  beds  off  Nayatt  Point,  also  having 
some  400  acres  in  Connecticut  waters. 

Mr.  Dewing  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
oyster  business  and  one  of  the  most  progressive 
of  the  men  engaged  in  that  industry.  He  made 
a thorough  study  of  the  best  methods  and  means 
of  propagation,  and  in  this  study  and  research 
he  consulted  eminent  professors  of  colleges  and 
universities,  one  of  them  being  Professor  Henk- 
ing,  of  Hanover,  Germany.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  movement  to  propagate  and  raise 
his  own  seed,  which  is  now  done  near  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  and  the  seed  oyster  transplanted 
from  there  to  the  waters  of  the  Narragansett 
Bay.  Prom  his  beds  came  the  famous  Narra- 
gansett oysters,  considered  by  the  trade  as  the 
best  in  tfie  market,  and  also  the  Duck  River  oys- 
ters. The  quality  of  his  oyster  was  due  not 
alone  to  proper  care,  but  to  the  better  methods  of 
developing  and  propagating.  The  demand  al- 
ways exceeded  the  supply,  'and  he  shipped  not 
only  to  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States, 
but  to  Canada  as  well,  and  he  also  made  ship- 
ments to  Germany.  In  1905,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  U.  S.  Government  to  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic  as  to  the  best  place  to  get  the 
oysters  for  propagation  purposes,  this  firm  ship- 
ped oysters  to  Buenos  Ayres.  This  fact  alone 
speaks  most  highly  as  to  the  products  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Dewing’s  plant  was  a model  one 
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and  was  always  under  his  personal  supervision,  thence  came  to  Providence,  where  he  was  one  of  ! 
During-  the  busy  season  it  gave  employment  to  the  original  purchasers  or  proprietors,  1636,  and  one  1 


125  men,  and  two  large  steamers  and  two  naphtha 
steamers  were  employed  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  industry. 

Mr.  Dewing  was  of  the  old  regime — a man  of 
sterling  worth,  generous  to  a fault,  and  the  soul 
of  honor.  His  characteristics  endeared  him  to 
all  who  knew  him.  We  quote  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette : “Martin  Dewing,  pioneer  in  the  oyster 
industry  in  Rhode  Island  since  1853,  a planter 
and  wholesale  propagator  since  1861,  the  man 
who  made  Narragansett  Bay  and  Providence 
river  oysters  famous,  the  first  citizen  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  respected  citizens  in  all  New  England, 
passed  away  to  his  well-earned  rest  at  the  ripe 
age  of  seventy-five.***” 

i\[r.  Dewing  was  widely  read  and  was  very 
well  informed,  and  especially  fond  of  travel  sub- 
jects, and  history.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Dewing  was  ever  a stanch  Republican,  and 
took  a very  great  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party  in  this  section.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Pomham  Club,  and  was  one  of  the  very  oldest 
Masons  in  the  city  of  Providence,  being  very 
popular  in  that  order.  He  belonged  to  the  Thir- 
ty-third degree,  and  was  initiated  into  Mt.  Ver- 
non Lodge  in  i860,  his  chapter  in  1861,  and  his 
commandery  in  1881. 

Descended  from  an  excellent  ancestry,  win- 
ning his  way  to  success  by  perseverance,  honesty 
and  industry,  he  left  behind  him  a name  highly 
honored,  and  a record  which  was  in  itself  most 
worthy  of  emulation. 

MARY  ANNE  GREENE,  LL.  B.,  daughter  of 
John  Waterman  Aborn  and  Mary  Erances  (Low) 
Greene,  was  born  June  14,  1857,  in  Warwick,  R.  I. 
She  attended  the  English  and  Classical  School  of  the 
Allen  Brothers,  in  West  Newton,  Mass.,  and  in 
1877  graduated  from  the  Rhode  Island  Normal 
School.  She  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School 
of  Boston  University  in  1888,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws,  mugna  euni  latide,  and-  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  Boston  the  same  year.  She  was 
the  third  woman  graduated  from  the  school  and  the 
second  to  be  admitted  to  the  Massachusetts  Bar. 
After  practicing  two  years  in  Boston,  she  returned 
to  Rhode  Island  in  1890,  and  has  resided  in  Provi- 
dence ever  since.  She  has  an  office  practice,  giving 
her  attention  largely  "to  conveyancing  and  the  care 
of  estates. 

Miss  Greene  descends  from  a distinguished  an- 
cestry. In  the  paternal  line  she  is  of  the  ninth 
generation  from  Dr.  John  Greene,  of  Salisbury, 
England,  son  of  Richard  Greene,  of  Bowridge 
Hill,  Gillingham,  Dorsetshire,  England,  grand- 
son of  Richard  Greene  of  that  same  place,  and  great- 
grandson  of  Robert  Greene.  The  Doctor,  coming 
to  America  in  1635,  stopped  at  Salem, 


of  the  original  purchasers  and  founders  of  the  town 
of  Warwick,  1642.  This  Greene  family  gave  to  the  } 
Colony  and  State  a number  of  public  officials,  among  j 
them  a Deputy  Governor  John  Greene  (2)  ; a Chief  1 
Justice  who  sat  on  the  Bench  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Kent  County  all  through  the  Revolu- 
tion; Philip  Greene,  an  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island ; two  Colonial  Gov- 
ernors, William  and  William  (2)  ; and  two  Revolu-  i 
tionary  officers  of  distinction.  General  Nathanael  | 
Greene  and  Colonel  Christopher  Greene.  : 

Erom  Dr.  John  Greene,  or  as  he  was  styled,  | 
“John  Greene,  Surgeon,”  Miss  Greene’s  lineage  is  ! 
through  John  Greene  (2),  general  recorder.  At-  j 
torney-General,  Major  for  the  Main,  Deputy-Gov-  | 
ernor,  and  his  wife,  Ann  (Almy)  ; Job  Greene,  I 
Deputy,  Assistant  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  j 
Deputies,  1727-28,  and  his  wife  Phebe  (Sayles),  i 
she  a granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams ; Philip  1 
Greene,  town  clerk.  Assistant  and  Deputy,  Associ-  , 
ate  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  Kent  j 
County,  1759-1776,  Chief  Justice  of  that  court 
1776-1784,  also  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  1768-1769,  and  moderator  of  town  meetings 
with  few  exceptions  from  1757  to  1774,  and  in  1776, 
1777  and  1779,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Wickes),  she 
a great-granddaughter  of  the  noted  Samuel  Gorton  of 
Warwick  ; Col.  Christopher  Greene  of  Revolutionary 
fame.  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Brigade,  Continental  Line,  and  his  wife,  Ann  Lip- 
pitt;  Col.  Job  Greene  of  the  State  Brigade  in  the 
Revolution,  an  original  member  in  Rhode  Island  of 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  member  of  Warwick 
Council,  legislator  and  moderator  of  town  meetings, 
and  his  wife  Abigail  (Rhodes)  ; Simon  Henry 
Greene,  for  many  years  Senator  from  Warwick  in 
the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  a man  of 
strong  and  upright  character  and  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity, the  founder  and  long  proprietor  of  the. 
Clyde  Bleachery  and  Print  Works,  and  his  wife, 
Caroline  Cornelia  (Aborn),  she  a direct  descendant 
of  Roger  Williams;  and  John  Waterman  Aborn 
Greene  (1832-1873),  who  was  associated  for  years 
with  members  of  the  family  in  the  Clyde  Bleachery 
and  Print  Works,  and  who,  though  he  died  in  com- 
paratively young  pianhood,  had  already  held  many 
offices  in  the  gift  "of  the  town  of  Warwick,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Erances  (Low),  1833-1907,  a woman 
of  fine  mind,  she  a daughter  of  Joseph  Holden  and 
Mary  Ann  (Greene)  Low,  the  latter  being  a di- 
rect descendant  of  John  Greene,  Surgeon,  through 
John  (2),  Job,  Philip,  William  and  Jeremiah 
Greene,  and  also  through  Col.  Christopher,  son  of 
Philip. 

The  descent  of  Miss  Greene  from  Roger  Wil- 
liams is  through  the  marriage  of  his  granddaughter, 
Phebe  Sayles,  with  Major  Job  Greene  and  also 
through  her  paternal  grandmother,  Caroline  Cor- 
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nelia  Aborn.  Indeed,  she  is  descended  from  nearly 
every  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Colonies  of  Provi- 
dence and  Warwick,  and  from  most  of  them  in  sev- 
eral lines,  owing  to  constant  intermarriage.  It  is 
a notable  fact  that  in  every  generation  in  Miss 
Greene’s  line  of  the  Greenes  there  has  been  either 
a Senator  or  a Representative  from  the  town  of 
Warwick  in  the  General  Assembly,  her  cousin,  Fran- 
cis Whittier  Greene,  serving  as  late  as  1904  as  Sena- 
tor from  Warwick. 

Miss  Greene  was  the  first  American  woman  in- 
vited to  address  the  World’s  Congress  of  Jurispru- 
dence and  Law  Reform,  an  honor  extended  to  but 
two  American  and  two  foreign  women  lawyers, 
their  names  appearing  upon  the  same  programme 
with  eminent  American  and  European  male  jurists. 
Miss  Greene  assisted  in  preparing  the  fifth  edition 
of  Schouler  on  Domestic  Relations,  the  standard 
authority  in  the  courts  on  that  branch  of  law.  She 
was  the  first  lawyer  to  make  a specialty  of  the 
delivery  of  lectures  upon  practical  business  law  be- 
fore women’s  clubs  and  girls’  schools,  and  she  finds 
great  interest  in  the  subject  among  all  classes  of 
women,  from  shop-girls  and  working-women  to  the 
wives  of  millionaires. 

Miss  Greene  was  commissioned  by  the  Governor 
of  Rhode  Island  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  com- 
mittee on  a Colonial  Exhibit  at  the  Atlanta  Exposi- 
tion ; and  the  Legislature,  upon  the  sole  petition  of 
her  as  chairman,  appropriated  one  thousand  dollars 
for  the  Colonial  Exhibit.  This  is  said  to  be  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  any  State  that  the  State  funds 
have  been  placed  in  the  control  of  a commission 
composed  exclusively  of  women,  by  a direct  grant 
to  them  from  the  Legislature  itself.  On  June  6, 
1901,  at  the  memorial  meeting  for  General  Na- 
thanael Greene  held  at  the  Mathewson  Street  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  Providence  by  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  Gaspee  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  Miss 
Greene  spoke  on  the  “Closing  scenes  of  the  Gen- 
eral’s Life.” 

In  1902  Miss  Greene  published  “The  Woman’s 
Manual  of  Law,”  a clear,  simple  non-technical  book 
of  reference  for  women  who  desire  to  inform  them- 
selves as  to  the  laws  of  business  and  of  the  do- 
mestic relations.  It  is  said  to  be  the  most  satisfac- 
tory work  of  the  kind  yet  published.  “The  Chicago 
Legal  News”  of  Nov.  8,  1902,  says  of  it : 

This  book  is  the  result  of  years  of  experience  of  Miss 
Greene,  a member  of  the  Boston  Bar,  as  lecturer  upon  the 
subject  of  which  it  treats.  * * * 'pjje  entire  cycle 

of  a woman’s  life,  from  her  marriage  to  the  grave,  is 
passed  in  review  in  successive  chapters.  First,  the  laws 
affecting  the  domestic  relations  are  considered.  Then  fol- 
low those  dealing  with  buying  and  selling  and  the  care  of 
all  kinds  of  property.  In  every  case  the  particular  legal 
restrictions  upon  the  powers  of  the  woman  who  is  married 
are  considered.  Lastly,  the  proper  disposition  of  property 
by  will  and  by  the  laws  of  inheritance  is  treated,  including 
the  rights  of  the  widow  or  the  widower  in  the  property 
of  either. 


Miss  Greene  has  shown  good  judgment,  not  only  in 
the  selection  of  her  subjects  treated,  but  in  her  manner 
of  treating  them.  Her  style  is  pleasing  and  easily  under- 
stood. Every  woman  who  can  read  the  English  language, 
and  wishes  to  know  her  legal  rights,  should  have  this 
manual  of  Miss  Greene’s  for  a companion.  The  gifted 
author  tells  us,  while  all  the  laws  discussed  in  the  volume 
are  of  equal  importance  to  men,  it  is  entitled  “The 
Woman’s  Manual  of  Law”  because  it  is  a selection  of 
laws  that  women  especially  need  to  know. 

Since  1898  Miss  Greene  has  been  a vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Woman’s  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary 
Society.  This  organization  includes  the  New  Eng- 
land and  Middle  States,  also  Delaware  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  It  is  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  Massachusetts,  and  has  its  office  in  the  Ford 
Building,  Boston.  It  is  auxiliary  to  the  American 
Baptist  Missionary  Union,  and  maintains  over  five 
hundred  schools,  with  about  sixteen  thousand  pupils 
in  Burmah,  South  India,  China,  Japan,  Africa  and 
the  Philippines.  It  supports  seventy-three  lady 
missionaries,  and  carries  on  medical  work,  as  well  as 
evangelistic  and  educational.  In  January,  1902,  she 
was  by  formal  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  made 
its  authorized  legal  adviser,  and  as  such  has  con- 
ducted cases  in  Supreme  Court  of  every  jurisdiction 
of  its  constituency.  Since  1895  she  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman’s  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  Rhode  Island,  a State  branch  of  the  gen- 
eral society. 

In  1892,  at  the  request  of  the  Columbian  Expo- 
sition, she  compiled  a pamphlet  entitled  “Legal 
Status  of  Women  under  the  Law  of  Rhode  Island, 
1892.”  It  was  originally  published  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Women’s  Directory  for  the  Columbian  Year, 
edited  by  Charlotte  Field  Dailey,  and  published  in 
Providence  in  1893  by  the  Rhode  Island  Woman’s 
World’s  Fair  Advisory  Board,  of  which  Miss 
Greene  was  a member.  In  1900,  the  laws  having 
been  very  much  altered  and  amended,  she  revised 
the  pamphlet,  and  it  was  published  by  the  Rhode 
Island  State  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  under 
the  title  “Legal  Status  of  Women  in  Rhode  Island, 
1900,”  with  a preface  concerning  the  recent  sweep- 
ing legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Rhode  Island 
wives. 

Miss  Greene  was  the  first  woman  contributor  to 
the  American  Lazv  Reviezv.  Some  of  her  published 
articles  are : “Privileged  Communications  in  Suits 
between  Husband  and  Wife,”  American  Lazv  Re- 
view, Sept. -Oct.,  1890;  “The  Evolution  of  the 
American  Fee  Simple,”  American  Lazv  Reviezv, 
March-April,  1897 ; “Results  of  the  Woman  Suf- 
frage Movement,”  Forum,  June,  1894;  and  a series 
of  articles  on  law  for  women  in  the  Chaufauqtian, 
November,  1891-August,  1892.  Her  translation  en- 
titled “The  Woman  Lawyer,”  from  the  French  of 
Dr.  Louis  Frank,  the  famous  Belgian  champion  of 
woman’s  rights  (La  Femme,  Avocat,  par  L.  Frank, 
Bruxelles,  1888),  appeared  serially  in  the  Chicago 
Lazv  Times  for  the  year  1889.  Dr.  Frank  dedicated 
to  Miss  Greene  his  “Catechisme  de  la  Femme”  in 
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1895.  This  little  work  was  translated  into  nearly 
every  language  of  Continental  Europe,  with  its 
dedication. 

Miss  Greene’s  address  at  the  World’s  Congress 
of  Jurisprudence  upon  “Married  Women’s  Prop- 
erty Acts  in  the  United  States,  and  Needed  Re- 
forms Therein’’  was  published  in  the  Chicago  Legal 
News  of  Aug.  12,  1893.  Her  address  delivered  in 
the  Woman’s  Building  of  the  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion, entitled  “Legal  Condition  of  Women  in  1492 
and  1892,”  is  printed  in  full  in  the  official  volumes 
of  the  Congresses  in  the  Woman’s  Building.  In 
the  New  England  Magazine  for  1898  is  her  illus- 
trated article  on  General  Nathanael  Greene,  a brief 
biography  tracing  the  development  of  General 
Greene’s  character  and  attempting  to  show  what  it 
was  that  made  him  a great  military  genius.  Miss 
Greene  contributed  to  the  June  and  July  (1906) 
numbers  of  the  Magazine  of  History,  with  Notes 
and  Queries,  an  article  upon  the  “Historical  Work 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  in 
Rhode  Island,”  and  also  in  1906  prepared  a 272- 
page  biography  of  her  old  instructor,  “Nathaniel 
T.  Allen,  Teacher,  Reformer,  Philanthropist,”  and 
this  was  privately  printed. 

The  Woman’s  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety has  published  two  small  pamphlets  from  her 
pen : “The  Primer  of  Missions”  in  1896,  and 
“Women’s  Missionary  Wills  and  Bonds”  in  1902; 
and  a larger  pamphlet  entitled  “The  Scope  of  the 
Work”  in  1906.  Miss  Greene  says : “If  I get  inter- 
ested in  any  subject,  legal,  patriotic  or  missionary, 
I have  to  deliver  addresses  and  publish  articles  about 
it.”  She  is  a magnetic  speaker,  and  has  the  power 
to  hold  her  audiences  and  to  inspire  them  with 
enthusiasm. 

At  the  Fortieth  Anniversary  of  the  First 
Woman’s  Rights  Convention  she  represented  women 
in  the  legal  profession.  The  meeting,  presided  over 
by  Lucy  Stone,  was  held  in  Tremont  Temple,  Jan. 
27,  1891,  and  Miss  Greene,  though  her  voice  is 
naturally  low,  as  she  spoke  on  “Women  in  the 
Law,”  made  three  thousand  people  hear  with  ease. 

By  invitation  of  Gov.  George  H.  Utter,  Miss 
Greene  and  Edward  Aborn  Greene,  as  guests  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  were  present  at  the  unveil- 
ing of  the  Red  Bank  (N.  J.)  Battle  Monument, 
June  21,  1906. 

As  presiding  officer  Aliss  Greene  is  unusually 
popular  and  successful.  In  her  own  words,  “I  sup- 
pose it  is  because  I have  such  complete  self  pos- 
session myself  that  my  audience  feel  easy  and  com- 
fortable themselves.”  She  was  State  Regent  for 
Rhode  Island  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  from  1895  to  1897,  and  is  now  an  Hon- 
orary State  Regent.  In  1905  she  was  elected  vice- 
regent of  Gaspee  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  in  1906  regent, 
and  re-elected  in  November,  1907.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames. 

In  1904  Miss  Greene  said,  “I  did  not  intend  to 


delay  for  so  many  years  my  application  for  admis-  1 
sion  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island.  No  woman  has  yet 
applied  here.  \By  rule  of  Court  a member  of  the  i 
Bar  of  another  State  may  appear  here  and  plead,  but 
all  Court  papers  must  be  signed  by  a member  of  ' 
the  Rhode  Island  Bar.  As  I do  not  practice  in  court,  ' ; 
there  has  been  no  need  for  rde  to  apply,  and  I have 
put  it  off  from  time  to  time  for  a more  convenient 
season.  I am  not  an  agitator  of  any  sort,  and  do  ; 
not  care  to  do  anything  for  the  sake  of  the  notoriety  ; 
of  doing  it.  I am  glad  to  help  when  I can  to  make 
the  world  better  by  informing  the  people  of  present 
conditions,  pointing  out  reforms,  and  helping  others 
to  do  the  reforming  if  I can.” 

“On  March  18,  1907,  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  a woman  lawyer  ap- 
peared as  counsel  in  a case.  She  was  Miss  Mary 
A.  Greene,  a member  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar, 
but  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  a member  of  a dis- 
tinguished family,  and  the  Regent  of  Gaspee  Chap- 
ter, Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Miss 
Greene  made  an  argument  before  the  full  Bench  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Supreme  Court.  The  case  was  on 
behalf  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Associa-  | 
tion  and  the  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  ! 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Providence,  who  ' 
are  legatees  under  the  will  of  Mrs.  Julia  B.  1 
Stoughton,  the  points  of  law  involved  in  the  question  ; 
of  the  capacity  of  the  societies  to  receive  a bequest  j 
being  considered.”  .Miss  Greene  won  her  case  at 
every  point,  the  opinion  being  rendered  by  Judge  i 
Johnson,  for  the  Court.  The  full  report  appears  1 
on  Page  403,  Vol.  28,  R.  I.  Reports,  case  entitled 
Guild  vs.  Allen.  It  establishes  the  precedent  that  ' 
an  unincorporated  society  may  take  a bequest  of  : 
money  to  be  paid  directly  to  it,  but  that  it  can  not  ] 
be  a trustee.  | 

COL.  WILLARD  SAYLES.  The  Rhode  j 
Island  Sayleses  are  descended  from  one  of  the 
historic  families  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  as  ' 
well  from  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  Colony,  j 
Hon.  John  Sayles,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  I 
was  one  of  the  prominent  public  men  of  early 
Providence,  representing  the  town  often  in  the  j 
Colonial  Assemblv  and  serving  in  various  other 
important  official  capacities.  He  married  a 
daughter  of  Roger  Williams.  One  of  his  sons 
and  several  of  his  grandsons  were  equally  ac- 
tive and  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  their 
towns.  Later  generations  have  been  especially 
conspicuous  in  the  industries  of  the  State,  some 
becoming  men  of  large  wealth  and  generous  in 
the  public  benefactions ; while  others  have  been 
conspicuous  in  the  professional  and  military  his-  1 
tory  of  the  State.  Reference  is  especially  made  | 
in  the  latter  lines  to  the  late  Col.  Willard  Sayles,  | 
of  Providence,  long  conspicuous  in  public  life,  j 
a leading  lawyer  of  the  State,  long  its  Attorney- 
General,  and  a brave  and  gallant  officer  in  his 
country’s  service  in  the  Civil  war.  I 
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It  is  with  the  life  of  that  citizen  soldier,  his 
family  and  ancestry,  this  article  deals,  the  ar- 
rangement beinigi  chronological  from  the  first 
known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Sayles,  who,  says  tradition,  came  from 
England,  in  1645,  is  of  record  at  Providence  in 
1651.  He  became  a freeman  in  1655.  He  sub- 
sequently held  various  public  offices.  He  was 
town  treasurer, ‘and  was  a number  of  times  Dep- 
uty beginning  with  1669.  He  was  a man  of 
property,  and  as  judged,  one  of  distinction.  He 
married  in  1650,  Mary,  daughter  of  Roger  and 
Mary  Williams.  They  both  died  in  i^i,  and 
their  remains  were  buried  in  the  Easton  burying 
ground  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  Jan.  ii,  1652;  John,  born  Aug. 
17,  1654;  Isabel;  Phebe ; Eleanor  and  Catherine, 
born  in  1671 ; and  possibly  Deborah. 

(H)  John  ’Sayles  (2),  born  Aug.  17,  1654, 
married  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  3,  1666,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Olney,  and  they  were  of  Providence. 
Mr.  Sayles  became  a freeman  in  1681.  He  was 
twice  Deputy.  Mrs.  Sayles  died  in  1699,  and  he 
passed  away  in  1727;  both  were  buried  in  Prov- 
idence. Their  children  were : Mary,  born  May 
30,  1689;  John,  born  Jan.  13,  1692;  Richard,  born 
Oct.  24,  1695;  Daniel,  born  Dec.  13,  1697;  and 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  9,  1699. 

(HI)  Richard  Sayles,  born  Oct.  24,  1695, 
married  (first)  Nov.  24,  1720,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Mowry)  Phillips,  and  they 
were  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  of  which  town  he  was 
town  clerk  in  1731.  Mr.  Sayles  was  also  a sur- 
veyor and  laid  out  much  land  in  that  region  of 
country.  His  death  occurred  after  1775. 

(IV)  Richard  Sayles  (2),  born  Aug.  5,  1723, 
married  Sept.  2,  1742,  Abigail  Hawkins. 

(V)  Daniel  Sayles,  son  of  Richard  (2),  born 
Jan.  18,  1758,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  married  Jan. 
4,  1778,  Eunice  Ballou,  born  March  13,  1762,  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Ariel  and  Jerusha 
(Slack)  Ballou,  and  a descendant  of  Maturin 
Ballou  through  James,  James  (2)  and  Ariel  Bal- 
lou. Their  first  residence  after  marriage  was  in 
Smithfield,  R.  I.  Thence  they  took  possession 
of  a handsome  homestead  in  the  southwest  part 
of  Franklin,  Mass.  After  naming  the  children, 
which  follow,  one  of  the  Ballou  family  writes, 
“Here  is  one  of  the  old  fashioned  large  families, 
worthy  and  respectable,  with  few  blemishes  and 
many  excellencies.  We  have  an  impression,  but 
not  a record,  that  Mrs.  Eunice  was  a member  of 
Elder  Abner  Ballou’s  Church.  Her  husband  was 
not  a professor  of  religion  but  a possessor  of 
more  than  many  who  are  professors.”  There 
(Franklin,  Mass.)  they  brought  up  this  family 
host.  Mrs.  Sayles  died  May  12,  1837,  in  her 
seventy-sixth  year,  and  Mr.  Sayles  died  Jan.  18, 
1844,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Their  children 
were:  Lavina,  born  Aug.  28,  1778,  died  June 
16,  1780;  Selah,  born  May  18,  1780;  Anna,  born 
Jan.  30,  1782;  Stephen,  born  Feb.  10,  1784; 


Isaiah,  born  Dec.  ii,  1783;  Avilda,  born  March 
6,  1788,  died  Jan.  30,  18^;  Nahum,  born  April 
14,  1790;  Daniel,  born  Feb.  29,  1792;  John,  born 
Sept.  10,  1794:  Nabby,  born  Aug.  20,  1796;  Jul- 
iana, born  July  9,  1798;  Ariel,  born  Aug.  21, 
1800;  and  Oren,  born  Feb.  14,  1802. 

(VI)  John  Sayles,  son  of  Daniel,  born  Sept. 
10,  1794,  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  married  Oct.  25, 
1821,  Hannah  Cook,  born  Jan.  22,  1804,  in  Men- 
don,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Ariel  Cook,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Walter  Cook,  through  Nicholas, 
Noah  and  Ichabod  Cook.  Mr.  Sayles  was  an  in- 
telligent, unusually  well  educated,  enterprising, 
worthy  man.  He  was  an  acceptable  teacher  of 
the  common  schools  in  the  winter  season  during 
his  early  manhood.  In  1831  he  took  up  his  res- 
idence in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  engaged 
at  first  in  the  grocery  business,  and  afterward, 
for  many  years,  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade.  He 
retired  at  length  from  mercantile  business  and 
with  his  wife  resided  in  the  comfortable  home  of 
their  only  son,  Hon.  Willard  Sayles,  on  Pitman 
street.  There  he  died  Feb.  18,  1879,  aged 
eighty-four  years,  five  months  and  eight  days, 
and  Mrs.  Hannah  Sayles  died  there  Dec.  27, 
1891.  Their  children  were:  Mortimer  D.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and  Willard,  born 
Aug.  30,  1822. 

(VH)  Willard  Sayles,  son  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Cook)  Sayles,  was  born  Aug.  30,  1822,  in 
Mendon,  Mass.  When  six  years  of  age  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Providence,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  early  education,  at  first  in  the  public 
schools  of  Meeting  street  under  Mr.  Elisha  Ba- 
ker. His  preparation  for  college  was  completed 
in  the  school  of  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn,  in 
Westminster  street.  While  an  undergraduate  he 
served  in  the  cause  of  the  State  in  the  so-called 
“Dorr  War”  in  the  company  called  the  “Car- 
bineers,” under  Col.  James  N.  Olney,  being  sta- 
tioned for  a week  at  Pawtucket  when  that  place 
was  in  great  excitement  and  peril.  He  was  grad- 
uated from  Brown  University,  in  1844,  with  the 
degree  of  B.  A.,  and  then  pursued  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Gen.  Thomas  E.  Carpenter 
(B.  U.  1818)  and  on  the  completion  of  this 
course  of  study  in  1846  in  the  September  term 
of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  Rhode  Island.  In  recognition 
of  his  ability  as  a writer  and  speaker  he  was 
chosen  by  the  city  of  Providence  in  1852  to  de- 
liver the  annual  public  oration  on  the  4th  of 
July.  For  a time  near  1854  he  was  city  solicitor 
of  Providence.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
his  patriotism  drew  him  into  the  great  national 
struggle.  In  September,  1861,  he  raised  in  a 
single  week  three  troops  of  cavalry,  and  received 
a major’s  commission  in  the  ist  Battalion  of  the 
ist  New  England  Cavalry,  afterward  the  ist 
Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  the  first  regiment  of  the 
kind  ever  raised  in  New  England.  On  Feb.  21, 
1862,  he  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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of  the  completed  regiment,  and  in  March,  1862, 
with  his  regiment,  left  the  State  for  Washington. 
On  March  19-22  he  accompanied  the  expedition 
beyond  the  Army  front  to  rescue  the  bodies  of 
Slocum,  Ballou  and  Tower  on  the  Bull  Run  bat- 
tle field.  In  April  and  May  he  served  with  his 
regiment  in  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  under  Gen. 
N.  P.  Banks,  near  the  Rappahannock,  and  Bull  Run 
Mountains,  in  scouting,  skirmishing,  reconnoi- 
tering  and  picket  duty.  On  the  retirement  of 
Col.  Lawton  in  April  Col.  Sayles  came  into  full 
command  of  his  regiment.  He  saw  hard  service 
under  Gens.  Shields  and  AIcDowell,  marching 
from  the  Blue  Ridge  into  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, and  as  chief  of  the  cavalry  under  Gen. 
Shields  pursuing  the  retreating  troops  of  “Stone- 
wall” Jackson,  for  which  service  he  received  the 
thanks  of  Gen.  Shields.  He  engaged  with  the 
2d  Battalion  of  his  regiment  in  the  battalion 
charge  on  Fort  Royal  on  May  30,  1862.  On  July 
7,  1862,  Col.  Sayles  resigned  his  commission, 
but  speedily  re-entered  the  service  and,  at  the 
call  of  Gov.  James  Y.  Smith,  organized  and  com- 
manded the  3d  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  receiving 
from  the  Governor  the  entire  management  of 
this  matter,  even  to  the  selection  of  the  officers. 
His  new  commission  was  dated  J»ly  i,  1863.  He 
served  with  his  regiment  in  Louisiana  in  the 
5th  Cavalry  Brigade  under  Gen.  Banks,  who 
commanded  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  In 
March,  1864,  he  shared  in  the  marches  and  ac- 
tions of  the  Red  river  expedition.  On  April  9, 
1864,  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant 
Hill,  and  afterward  in  the  advance  from  Natch- 
itoches to  Kane  river,  where  the  command  had 
to  fight  its  way.  Other  engagements  were  at 
Alexandria,  Mart:ville  Plain  and  Yellow  Bayou. 
After  a wearing  march  of  over  a thousand  miles 
the  regiment  finally  found  headquarters  at  Na- 
poleonville,  and  from  this  place  as  a center  Col. 
Sayles  directed  the  picket  service,  scouting  and 
reconnoitering  over  vast  territory.  On  Dec.  9, 
1864,  he  had  command  of  the  5th  Cavalry  Brig- 
ade. The  field  of  operations  for  his  regiment 
was  nearly  the  whole  of  Louisiana.  Here,  as  in 
Virginia,  he  manifested  characteristic  ability,  en- 
ergy, efficiency  and  devotion  to  his  country,  at- 
taining an  honorable  success  in  what  was  the 
most  complicated  arm  of  the  service.  While  in 
Louisiana  he  often  served  on  court-martial  duty. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  regi- 
ment Nov.  29,  1865. 

For  a short  time  after  the  close  of  the  war 
he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  Or- 
leans. But,  although  he  met  with  encouraging 
success,  he  returned  at  the  close  of  1866  to  Prov- 
idence, where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  In  April,  1867,  he  was  elected  At- 
torney-General of  Rhode  Island,  in  which  office 
he  remained  fifteen  years  and  he  was  one  of  the 
ablest  incumbents  that  office  has  ever  had.  Af- 
ter his  resignation  of  the  office  he  continued  to 


practice  law,  but  gradually  was  less  conspicu-  ; 
ouslv  active. 

Col.  Sayles  was  a man  of  sound  legal  learn- 
ing, thoroughly  grounded  in  the  law.  He  was  es- 
pecially expert  in  criminal  law,  in  which  he  had 
much  experience  through  the  tasks  imposed  on 
him  as  Attorney  General.  He  was  strong  in 
the  management  of  his  cases.  He  was  an  elo- 
quent speaker.  The  late  President  Robinson  of 
Brown  University  repeatedly  endeavored  to  in- 
duce him  to  speak  at  the  commencement  dinner,  ; 
but  his  characteristic  modesty  conspired  with  his  | 
ingenuity  to  discover  means  of  declining  the  ur-  j 
gent  requests  which  President  Robinson  made.  1 
Other  people  vainly  solicited  him  to  speak  in  j 
public.  He  was  a dignified  and  polished  gentle- 
man. His  habits  were  studious  and  he  was  fond 
of  his  fine  library,  where  he  lived  in  the  company 
of  the  best  authors.  His  integrity  was  unim-  i 
peachable  and  unassailable.  His  record  as  a sol-  ! 
dier  was  that  of  a knight  “without  fear  and  , 
without  reproach.”  In  private  and  professional  ! 
life  he  was  also  stainless  and  courageous.  ' 

Col.  Sayles  was  twice  married,  first.  Sept.  I 
23,  1849,  to  Sarah  E.  C.,  daughter  of  Henry  | 

Palmer,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  She  died  Nov.  29,  I 
1854,  leaving  a daughter,  Clara  E.,  who  was  I 
married  on  Nov.  26,  1877,  to  Thomas  Stantial 
Gladding,  and  resided  at  Montclair,  N.  J.,  where 
she  died  in  March,  1901,  the  mother  of  one  son, 
Willard  Sayles  Gladding,  who  died  previous  to  i 
his  mother,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Colonel  | 
Sayles  was  again  married,  in  1892,  to  Mary  A.  | 
Harris,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Alexan-  I 
der  and  Mary  A.  (Whipple)  Harris,  and  a de-  | 
scendant  of  several  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  1 
State.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Cyrus 
Whipple,  who  married  Mary  (or  Polly)  Baker, 
of  Richmond,  N.  H.  Mrs.  Sayles  resides  at  No.  61 
Pitman  street.  Providence.  Col.  Willard  Sayles  i 
died  at  his  home  in  Providence  April  18,  1903, 
and  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 

GROSS  (Providence  family).  The  family  bear-  j 
ing  this  name  at  Providence,  of  which  the  late  Col.  j 
John  Mason  Gross,  long  well-known  and  prominent  | 
in  the  military  of  the  city  and  as  a manufacturer,  j 
was  the  head,  and  several  of  whose  sons,  notably  1 
George  L.  and  Col.  Harold  J.  Gross,  constituting 
the  extensive  insurance  and  real  estate  firm  of 
G.  L.  & H.  J.  Gross,  whose  offices  are  in  the  Union 
Trust  building,  is  one  of  only  some  forty  odd  years’ 
standing  in  Rhode  Island.  Coming,  however,  to 
Rhode  Island  from  Connecticut,  the  family  for  gen- 
erations had  there  flourished,  its  location  being  lat-  | 
terly  at  Hartford,  where  it  is  still  represented,  and  j 
most  prominently,  too,  in  the  person  of  Hon.  Charles  ! 
E.  Gross,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  State.  ; 

The  Connecticut  Gross  family  is  a branch  of  the  j 
ancient  Massachusetts  family,  the  progenitor  of  j 
which  was  Isaac  Grosse,  husbandman  of  Boston,  j 
1636,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  church  on  the  i 
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17th  day  of  2d  month  of  that  year,  and  was  dis- 
missed to  the  Exeter  Church  with  the  Wheelwright 
party  6th  of  nth  month,  1638,  but  later  returned 
to  Boston,  Mr.  Grosse  is  said  to  have  been  a man 
of  consequence,  having  the  title  of  “Mr.”  His  will 
was  probated  5th  of  4th  month,  1649,  which  are 
mentioned  his  wife  Ann  and.  .children  Edmund, 
Clement  and  Matthew. 

Through  Clement  Grosse,  son  of  Isaac,  cord- 
w'ainer  of  Boston,  and  the  latter’s  son,  Simon  Grosse, 
of  Hingham,  who  married  Mary  Bond,  descend  the 
Grosses  of  the  Cape  Cod  region  and  the  Connecti- 
cut branch  of  the  Gross  family.  Mr.  S.  Rich,  a 
member  of  the  New  England  Historical  Society,  and 
the  author  of  “Truro-Cape  Cod”  (1884),  says  that 
the  American  family  of  Gross  is  indisputably  from 
England ; that  it  has  been  accepted  as  good  history 
that  the  Cape  Cod  family  of  Gross  were  Huguenots 
and  that  the  name  not  many  generations  back  was 
De  Gross;  that  Gross  is  evidently  a French  name; 
that  the  Grosses  may  be  Huguenots,  but  probably 
of  Norman  origin.  Mr.  Rich,  however,  cites  au- 
thority for  the  long  standing  of  the  name  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  late  Col.  John  Mason  Gross,  of  Providence, 
was  a son  of  Capt.  Mason  Gross,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
a grandson  of  Thomas  Freeman  Gross,  a great- 
grandson  of  Thomas  Gross  and  a great-great-grand- 
son of  Freeman  Gross.  Of  these,  Capt.  Mason  Gross 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  family  at  Hartford,  Conn. 
He  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1809,  and  in 
about  1826  came  to  Hartford,  where  he  married 
and  settled  and  became  a prominent  wool  merchant. 
He  obtained  his  title  from  the  rank  he  occupied  in 
the  militia  of  that  day.  His  wife  Cornelia  was  for- 
merly Miss  Barnard,  of  Hartford,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Sally  (Robbins)  Barnard,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  John  Barnard,  an  officer  of  the 
Revolution  and  a descendant  from  John  Barnard, 
who  came  probably  in  the  ship  “Francis”  from  Ips- 
wich, England,  in  1634;  removed  from  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1636  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
an  original  proprietor ; was  chosen  a deputy  tO'  the 
General  Court  in  1642-43,  and  served  as  towns- 
man. 

John  Barnard  of  the  Revolution  was  a lieutenant 
in  Colonel  Wolcott’s  regiment,  serving  before  Bos- 
ton, January  to  March,  1776.  He  was  also  a lieu- 
tenant in  Colonel  Chester’s  regiment,  raised  in  June, 
1776,  to  reinforce  Washington  in  New  York,  which 
was  stationed  at  the  Flatbush  Pass,  on  Long  Island, 
Aug.  26th,  and  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  in  which  it  narrowly  escaped  capture.  It 
was  also  in  the  retreat  from  New  York,  and  engaged 
at  White  Plains,  Oct.  28th.  He  was  commissioned 
Jan.  I,  1777,  captain  in  the  3d  Regiment,  Connecti- 
cut Line.  In  this  capacity  he  served  until  the  re- 
organization of  the  regiments,  January,  1781,  and 
his  diary  indicates  that  he  continued  in  the  service 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 


render of  Cornwallis,  Oct.  19,  1781.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Capt.  Mason  Gross,  of  Hartford,  and  his  wife, 
Cornelia,  had  five  children  that  grew  to  adult  age : 
John  M.,  who  located  in  Providence,  R.  I.;  Sarah, 
who  married  Seth  E.  Thomas,  and  resides  in  New 
York ; William  H.,  a prominent  merchant  of  Hart- 
ford, who  died  in  that  city  in  1891 ; Cornelia,  who 
died  in  Hartford,  unmarried ; and  Charles  E.,  now 
a prominent  lawyer  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

John  Mason  Gross,  son  of  Capt.  Mason  and 
Cornelia  (Barnard)  Gross,  was  born  in  1834,  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  Later,  engaging  in  business 
there,  he  became  well  and  favorably  known  in  busi- 
ness circles  and  in  social  life,  becoming  especially 
active  and  prominent  in  military  matters.  In  1863 
he  located  in  Providence  and  for  some  three  years 
was  engaged  in  the  men’s  furnishing  business,  his 
location  being  in  the  Franklin  building,  on  West- 
minster street.  The  next  business  step  and  venture 
of  Mr.  Gross  was  the  founding  of  the  Providence 
Saw  Works,  which  was  developed  into  the  Provi- 
dence Saw  and  Tool  Works,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful industries  of  the  city.  The  location  of 
this  enterprise  at  the  start  was  on  Cove  street,  but 
in  later  years  the*factory  of  the  concern  was  in  the 
Calender  building. 

Colonel  Gross  was,  perhaps,  best  known  through 
his  activity  and  prominence  in  military  affairs,  both 
in  Connecticut  and  in  Rhode  Island.  As  a young 
man  at  Hartford  he  became  a member  of  the  mili- 
tary organization  known  as  the  Hartford  Guard, 
and  also  of  the  famous  historic  Putnam  Phalanx, 
becoming  an  officer,  perhaps,  in  both  organizations ; 
and  later,  on  his  removal  to  the  city  of  Providence, 
he  kept  alive  his  military  interests  and  became  ac- 
tive and  prominent  in  the  local  military  organiza- 
tions of  the  city.  He  joined  the  First  Light  In- 
fantry, and  for  some  five  years  prior  to  his  death 
was  colonel  of  the  First  Light  Infantry  Veteran  As- 
sociation. A man  of  decided  domestic  tastes. 
Colonel  Gross  cared  little  for  the  excitement  inci- 
dent to  political  life  and  consequently  was  never 
active  in  politics,  although  he  was  several  times 
chosen  to  minor  public  offices,  notably  as  member 
of  the  school  board  in  1879  and  1880.  He  was  a 
member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  of  Calvary  Commandery. 
His  religious  affiliations  were  with  St.  Stephen’s 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  at  one  time  was  a 
vestryman  and  active  in  its  work. 

Colonel  Gross  in  early  life  married  Elizabeth 
Harriet  Judson,  daughter  of  Deacon  William  P. 
Judson,  of  Plymouth,  Litchfield  County,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Gross  died  in  Providence  Oct.  18,  1897,  aged 
fifty-nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  William,  who  died  in  infancy; 
George  L. ; Harold  J. ; Alice  L.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Charles  M.,  an  Episcopal  minister  at  An- 
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sonia,  Conn.,  who  was  educated  at  the  Berkeley  Di- 
vinity School,  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  who  married 
Mary  B.  W.  Lippitt,  of  Providence,  and  has  one  son, 
Albert  Mason;  and  E.  Tudor,  who  graduated  from 
Brown  University,  1901,  and  is  connected  with  the 
firm  of  G.  L.  and  H.  J.  Gross. 

Colonel  Gross  died  at  his  apartments  at  the  “Bar- 
rington,” on  Angell  street.  Providence,  March  i, 
1903. 

George  L.  Gross  was  born  Jan.  22,  1863, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  an  infant  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Providence.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  latter  city.  After 
leaving  school,  in  1880,  he  was  for  about  one  year 
in  the  employ  of  Mason,  Chapin  & Co.,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Brown  Brothers  & Co.,  deal- 
ers in  mill  supplies,  and  became  a traveling  sales- 
man for  them,  continuing  as  such  until  Nov.  2,  1891, 
when  he  became  associated  with  his  brother,  Harold 

J. ,  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  G.  L.  & H.  J.  Gross. 

Mr.  Gross  is  president  of  the  Gross  & Gross 
Company,  of  New  York,  which  was  incorporated 
Jan.  I,  1905,  with  offices  on  the  ground  floor  of 
the  Knickerbocker  Trust  Company  building.  This 
organization  deals  in  insurance,  real  estate  and  in- 
vestment securities.  He  is  secreiary  of  the  Provi- 
dence Protective  Department ; president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Brown  Stone  Company ; vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Rhode  Island  Graphite  Company,  whose 
business  was  established  by  his  father;  and  for  a 
time  he  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Providence 
Insurance  Association.  In  politics  Mr.  Gross  is  a 
Republican.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  What 
Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Providence 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  Calvary  Commandery,  No.  13, 

K.  T. ; and  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  On 
Jan.  25,  1904,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ethel  Maude 
Chase,  daughter  of  Jesse  K.  Chase,  of  Swansea, 
Massachusetts. 

CoL.  Harold  J.  Gross  was  born  in  Providence, 
April  15,  1866,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een, in  1885,  and  began  as  a clerk  in  the  men’s  fur- 
nishing store  of  J.  H.  Hurley  & Co.,  remaining  there 
until  1888,  when  he  began  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness as  a local  agent  for  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance 
Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  being  successful  from  the  first. 
In  1891  he  took  up  general  .insurance,  his  business 
having  a steady  growth,  so  that  on  Nov.  2,  1891,  he 
and  his  brother,  George  L.,  formed  the  partnership 
as  before  stated. 

As  an  ardent  Republican  Colonel  Gross  has  taken 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  political  matters. 
He  was  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  William  Gregory,  with 
the  rank  of  colonel.  He  was  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Rhode  Island  First  Light  Infantry  for  nearly 
three  years  previous  to  his  becoming  colonel,  in 
April,  1903.  For  three  years  previous  to  1905  he 
was  a member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee, and  in  1905  was  elected  chairman  of  that 


committee.  In  February,  1904,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  board  of  police  commissioners  for 
three  years,  and  was  re-elected  in  1907. 

Besides  his  connection  with  the  insurance  busi-  ; 
ness  the  Colonel  is  treasurer  and  general  manager  1 
of  the  Gross  & Gross  Company  of  New  York;  presi-.  I 
dent  of  the  Textile  Finishing  Company  of  Provi-  ^ 
dence;  president  of  the  Clason  Architectural  Metal  [ 
Works;  president  of  the  Providence  Opera  House  { 
Association ; vice-president  of  the  Maiden  Lane  I 
Realty  Company  of  New  York;  director  in  the  ' 
Rhode  Island  Safe  Deposit  Company;  member  of  ; 
the  corporation  of  St.  Andrew’s  Industrial  School;  i 
and  director  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  ' 
33,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  serving  as  master  in  1902  and  in 
1904.  He  is  a member  of  the  Squantum  Club,  and  , 
a member  of  the  finance  and  executive  committees  1 
of  the  same ; he  also  belongs  to  the  Wannamoisett 
Golf  Club,  and  the  Metacomet  Golf  Club,  serving  : 
as  the  first  president  of  the  latter.  In  his  religious 
faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  he  is  a vestryman  in 
Calvary  parish,  and  a member  of  the  Churchmen’s 
Club  of  Rhode  Island.  ' 

Colonel  Gross  was  married  in  Providence,  in  i 
November,  1893,  to  Mary  Florence  Wightman,  ! 
daughter  of  William  B.  Wightman,  of  Providence.  [ 
She  died  April  8,  1901,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  ; 
leaving  one  daughter,  Helen  Judson,  born  Aug.  6,  j 
1897.  Colonel  Gross  was  married  (second)  on  Jan.  | 
17,  1907,  to  Mary  Louise,  daughter  of  Judge  Le  ; 

Baron  B.  Colt,  of  Providence.  ' 

I 

THOMPSON.  The  Thompson  family  of  : 
Westerly,  represented  in  the  present  generation  by 
Alexander  C.  Thompson,  has  been  planted  in  Rhode  i 
Island  for  more  than  two  centuries.  I 

(I)  John  Thompson,  an  early  planter  of  New  , 
England,  came  from  Scotland  about  1630.  He  j 
married  Hannah  Brewster,  daughter  of  Jonathan,  1 
and  granddaughter  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  of  i 
the  “Mayflower.”  They  had  one  son,  William  | 
Thompson.  | 

(H)  William  Thompson,  son  of  John,  located  | 
in  Stonington,  Conn.  He  married  Dec.  7,  i6g2,  j 
Bridget,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  (Den-  1 
nison)  Chesebrough,  and  they  took  up  their  abode  ' 
on  the  Chesebrough  grant  of  land  in  Stonington,  j 
where  Eugene  Palmer  now  lives.  Their  children:  ' 
William,  born  July  23,  1695,  married  Katherine  j 
Richardson;  Nathaniel,  born  Dec.  30,  1697;  John,  | 
born  Oct.  8,  1699,  married  Jerusha  Palmer;  | 

Samuel,  born  Oct.  27,  1701 ; and  Jedediah,  born  1 
July  10,  1704.  Mr.  Thompson  died  in  1705,  and  | 
his  widow  married  Dec.  7,  1709,  Dr.  Joseph  Miner,  j 
of  Stonington.  | 

(HI)  William  Thompson  (2),  son  of  William,  ; 
born  July  23,  1695,  married  April  25,  1721,  ; 
Katherine  Richardson.  Their  children  were:  | 
Bridget,  born  Jan.  26,  1722;  William,  born  May  31, 
1723,  married  Margaret  Hobart;  Nathaniel,  born 
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June  4,  1725,  married  Hannah  Mix;  David,  born 
in  May,  1728,  married  Priscilla  Leeds;  Jonathan, 
born  April  3,  1729;  Catherine,  born  June  14,  1731; 
Charles,  born  April  13,  1734,  married  Lucy  Palmer; 
Joseph,  born  Jan.  24,  1736;  and  Elihu,  born  Sept. 
5,  1741,  married  Desire  Palmer. 

(III)  John  Thompson,  son  of  William,  born 
Oct.  8,  1699,  married  Dec.  4,  1721,  Jerusha  Palmer, 
and  their  issue  was:  Eunice,  born  Feb.  4,  1723; 
John,  born  Aug.  i,  1724,  died  young;  Nathan,  born 
Feb.  14,  1726;  Amos,  born  Sept.  14,  1727;  Zer- 
viah,  born  Oct.  22,  1729;  John,  born  Aug.  12, 
1731 ; and  James,  born  Nov.  4,  1733. 

(IV)  Elihu  Thompson,  son  of  William  (2), 
born  Sept.  5,  1741,  married  Jan.  14,  1767,  Desire 
Palmer,  and  had  children : Desire,  born  Jan.  29, 
1769;  Mary,  born  Feb.  22,  1770,  married  Silas 
Wheeler;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  5,  1771;  and  Sarah, 
born  Jan.  15,  1774. 


(I)  Isaac  Thompson,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried in  1696,  Mary,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Abi- 
gail Holmes,  and  had  issue:  Mary,  born  July  i, 
1697;  Isaac,  born  Sept.  26,  1698;  Samuel,  born 
July  29,  1700;  Abigail,  born  in  1701;  Sarah,  born 
IMarch  3,  1703;  William,  born  April  10,  1704, 
married  Margaret  Hobart;  Nathaniel,  born  Dec. 
31,  1705;  Anna,  born  Sept.  4,  1707;  Elias,  born 
Nov.  14,  1708,  married  Thankful  Stanton;  Mary, 
born  March  18,  1710,  married  Thomas  Noyes; 
Bridget,  born  Oct.  14,  1711;  Susannah,  born  June 
21,  1713;  Joshua,  born  Aug.  13,  1714,  married 
March  27,  1736,  Sarah  Stanton;  and  Prudence, 
born  March  ii,  1716. 

(II)  Captain  Joshua  Thompson,  born  Aug. 
13,  1714,  was  twice  married.  On  March  27,  1736, 
he  wedded  Sarah  Stanton,  born  Jan.  10,  1708, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Gordon)  Stanton; 
she  died  Sept.  18,  1751.  Their  children  were: 
Loise,  born  Nov.  23,  1736,  married  Joseph  Latham; 
John  Gardner,  born  June  29,  1738;  Mary,  born’ 

April  17,  1741,  married  Gallop;  Sabra, 

born  Oct.  31,  1743,  married  John  Pendleton; 
Sarah,  born  Jan.  31,  1747,  married  Dec.  17,  1767, 
Ephraim  Pendleton;  and  Joshua,  born  June  25, 
1749,  married  Mary  Cobb.  Captain  Thompson 
married  (second)  Elizabeth  Belcher,  of  Newport, 
and  the  children  of  this  union  were:  Nathan,  born 
Sept.  22,  1754;  George,  born  Jan.  22,  1756;  and 
Anne,  born  Feb.  26,  1760.  Captain  Thompson  was 
a seafaring  man.  He  owned  land  running  from 
Charlestown  to  the  Pawcatuck  river. 

(III)  Joshua  Thompson,  born  June  25,  1749, 
married  June  13,  1771,  Mary  Cobb,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children : John,  who  married  Bridget 
Berry;  Joshua,  born  Nov.  3,  1775,  who  married, 
Feb.  12,  1803,  Fanny  Pendleton;  and  Bridget,  who 
married  Captain  Christopher  Pendleton.  Joshua 
Thompson  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  with 
a Rhode  Island  regiment,  receiving  wounds  which 
caused  his  death  a few  years  later.  He,  like  his 
father,  was  a seafaring  man. 
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(IV)  Captain  Joshua  Thompson,  son  of 
Joshua  and  Mary,  born  Nov.  3,  1775,  died  June  9, 
1859.  He  married  Fanny  Pendleton,  and  had 
these  children:  Joshua,  born  Nov.  4,  1806,  died 
June  26,  1891 ; Fanny  Maria,  born  Aug.  27,  1808, 
died  May  3,  1829;  Eunice  Pendleton,  born  Dec. 
16,  1810,  never  married,  but  kept  the  home  of  her 
aged  parents,  and  later  of  her  brother  Edwin,  and 
died  April  21,  1888;  Kitturah  Carr,  born  May  10, 
1812,  died  July  12,  1813;  Freelove  Vincent,  born 
Aug.  28,  1817,  married  Timothy  P.  Gavitt,  and 
died  Oct.  18,  1900  (she  had  several  children,  all 
of  whom  died  young,  except  Mary  Fanny,  who 
married  Herman  E.  Miner,  of  Stonington,  Conn., 
and  died  Jan.  12,  1891)  ; Charles  William,  born 
May  20,  1823,  married  Julia  Chapman,  had  two 
children,  Albert  William  and  Ann  Eliza  (who  both 
died  young),  and  died  Oct.  24,  1864;  and  Edwin,, 
born  Nov.  2,  1827,  died  unmarried  Jan.  4,  1889- 
Of  these  children  Edwin  was  associated  in  the- 
store  business  with  his  brother  Joshua,  and  with 
his  sister  Eunice  kept  the  home,  succeeding  on  the 
death  of  the  parents  to  the  homestead,  part  of  which 
with  the  house  is  now  owned  by  the  widow  of 
the  late  Robert  G.  Kissick.  Both  Edwin  and  his. 
sister  took  great  pleasure  in  beautifying  the 
grounds  around  the  home  with  trees  and  shrub- 
bery, giving  it  the  appearance  of  a park,  especially 
the  drive-way  from  the  Watch  Hill  road  to  the 
house,  which  is  now  arched  with  large  elm  trees. 
Captain  Joshua  Thompson  lived  on  Quarry  Hill 
until  December,  1811,  when  he  bought  and  moved 
to  the  farm  on  the  East  Bank  of  the  Pawcatuck 
River,  situated  next  south  of  where  River  Bend 
cemetery  now  is.  He  was  one  of  the  Coast  Guard 
which  did  patrol  work  on  Watch  Hill  shore  during 
the  war  of  1812.  He  was  engaged  extensively  in 
West  Indian  trade,  making  voyages  to  Martinique 
and  Santa  Cruz.  During  one  of  these  voyages  he 
was  captured  by  an  English  press  gang  and  with 
his  crew  was  kept  on  board  his  own  vessel  in 
charge  of  a prize  crew  from  the  Englishman,  but 
watching  a favorable  opportunity,  when  some  of 
the  captors  were  below  asleep,  he  fastened  them 
down,  and  with  his  own  crew  overpowered  those 
on  deck,  recaptured  the  vessel  and  took  her  with 
the  prize  crew  into  port.  He  also  engaged  in 
fishing  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
foundland. Captain  Thompson  was  a great  tem- 
perance man. 

(V)  Captain  Joshua  Thompson,  fourth  in  di- 
rect line  to  bear  the  name  of  Joshua,  was  born 
Nov.  4,  1806,  at  the  old  home  on  Quarry,  now 
Tower,  street.  Westerly.  On  Oct.  30,  1837, 
married  Phebe  Ann  Stillman,  daughter  of  Captain 
Russell  and  Phebe  Stillman,  and  to  this  union  were 
born : Joshua  Lorenzo,  born  Dec.  20,  1838,  died 
young;  Phebe  Maria,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  born 
Sept.  27,  1842,  married  Robert  S.  Conaway,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  now  deceased,  to  which 
union  was  born  one  daughter,  Grace  Thompson; 
Alexander  C.,  born  Dec.  22,  1844,  married  Celia 
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Rhodes  Pendleton,  daughter  of  George  F.  Pendle- 
ton, of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Anna  Augusta,  of  West- 
field,  N.  J.,  born  Aug.  25,  1846,  married  Col.  Ed- 
mund L.  Cole ; Fanny  Pendleton,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  born  Sept.  30,  1848,  married  William  B.  Sing, 
Jately  deceased,  and  has  children,  Katharine  Mil- 
lington and  William  Thompson;  Allen  Herbert,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  born  July  29,  1851,  married 

Gertrude  Ryon,  deceased ; and  Edmund  Stillman, 
born  Sept.  9,  1852,  died  young.  Captain  Joshua 
Thompson  was  like  his  ancestors,  a sea  captain. 
At  an  early  age  he  began  following  the  water  for 
a livelihood,  and  when  about  twenty  years  old  was 
in  charge  of  a packet  vessel  plying  between  New 
York  and  Providence.  Later  he  also  commanded 
the  popular  sloop  “Caspian,”  which  was  noted  for 
quick  passages,  seldom  being  delayed  by  weather. 
When  he  retired  from  a seafaring  life  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  with  the  late  George 
D.  Cross,  on  Main  street,  near  where  the  steam 
gristmill  now  stands,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
a general  mercantile  and  coal  business  on  Main 
street,  opposite  his  home  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Cross  streets,  in  which  business  he  continued 
until  a short  time  prior  to  his  death,  June  26,  1891. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Old  Hill  Baptist  Church 
in  Westerly  in  early  life,  and  was  later  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Christian  Church  on  Broad  street, 
and  was  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School  for 
a number  of  years.  For  several  years  he  was 
supervisor  of  roads  in  Westerly,  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  River  Bend  cemetery,  succeed- 
ing Elder  John  Taylor  as  superintendent  of  the 
cemetery.  He  was  at  one  time  a director  of  the 
Phenix  Bank. 

(VI)  Alexander  Campbell  Thompson^  son  of 
Capt.  Joshua,  was  born  in  the  home  at  the  corner 
of  Cross  (Gallows  Lane)  and  Main  streets.  West- 
erly, Dec.  22,  1844.  He  was  married,  Ma^  17, 
1871,  to  Celia  Rhodes  Pendleton,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born:  (i)  Edwin  Pendleton,  born  Oct. 
25,  1873,  was  an  officer  in  the  Southern  Pacific 
Steamship  line  plying  between  New  York  and  New 
Orleans,  and  died  June  28,  1895,  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  La.  (2) 
Harry  Joshua,  born  Aug.  31,  1875,  has  since 

graduating  from  the  Westerly  High  School  in  1895, 
been  connected  with  the  Southern  Pacific  and  the 
American  Hawaiian  Steamship  lines,  gaining  rapid 
promotion  until  he  has  become  chief  officer,  with 
the  reputation  of  being  a very  skillful  navigator. 
During  the  Spanish  war  he  was  Chief  Signal  Quar- 
termaster on  the  U.  S.  S.  “Solace”  and  later  an 
Ensign  on  U.  S.  gun  boat  “Kanawha,”  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  On 
Sept.  9,  1901,  he  married  Mary  Georgia  Hutchin- 
son, of  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Marion  Hutchinson,  born  March  4,  1904.  (3) 

William  Campbell,  born  March  3,  1877,  a graduate 
of  the  Westerly  High  School,  1898,  and  New  York 
Homeopathic  College,  1903,  is  a practicing  physi- 
cian of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  married,  Oct.  12, 


1905,  Grace  Pollard  Griffin,  of  Stonington,  Conn.,; 
daughter  of  Captain  Oliver  C.  Griffin.  (4)  Allan 
Lush,  born  Eeb.  3,  1881,  a graduate  of  Colgate  ; 
University,  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  with  the  class  of  j 
1905,  is  a teller  with  the  Westerly  branch  of  the  1 
Industrial  Trust  Company  of  Providence.  . | 

Alexander  Campbell  Thompson  spent  his  boy-  ^ 
hood  days  in  Westerly,  attended  the  usual  district  j 
schools  winter  and  summer  terms,  and  graduated  | 
from  A.  J.  Poster’s  private  school,  occasionally  1 
taking  sea  trips  with  his  father  or  his  uncle  Capt.  ! 
Timothy  P.  Gavitt.  Later  he  was  in  the  New  York  1 
and  San  Francisco  trade  with  the  Sutton  fleet  of  , 
clipper  ships  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  under  Capt.  , 
Isaac  D.  Gates  and  Charles  H.  Gates,  of  Mystic,  ' 
Conn.  In  October,  1866,  he  accepted  a clerkship  ! 
in  the  National  Niantic  Bank  of  Westerly.  After 
several  years  Mr.  Thompson  returned  to  the  sea  j 
in  the  West  Indian  trade,  and  later  was  with  the 
Providence  and  Stonington  Steamship  Line,  in  the  ‘ 
Pilot’s  department.  About  1889  Captain  Thomp- 
son went  into  the  Niantic  Savings  Bank,  remaining  - 
there  for  thirteen  years.  In  January,  1902,  he  was  ' 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 
which  was  then  in  liquidation,  and  had  been  for  | 
nine  months  prior  to  that  time.  Previously  he  had  j 
succeeded  W.  Court  Pendleton  as  representative  [ 
of  the  Ellsworth  & Jones  Mortgage  business.  Mr.  1 
Thompson  was  a member  of  the  Broad  Street  ; 
Christian  Church,  but  later  joined  the  Calvary  ' 
Baptist  Church  of  Westerly.  i 

(VI)  Capt.  Allen  Herbert  Thompson  attended  j 
the  primary  schools  and  later  the  academy  (then  i 
taught  by  William  Woodbridge)  in  Westerly.  He 
began  his  career  early  on  the  water,  first  in  sail 
vessels,  and  later  in  command  of  steamboats  on 
the  Pawcatuck  river,  after  which  he  joined  the  | 
Pilot’s  department  of  the  Providence  & Stonington  ' 
Steamship  Company,  and  was  master  of  different  j 
steamers  of  this  line  for  many  years.  Later  he  1 
became  connected  with  the  Starin  Steamboat  1 
line,  as  captain  of  their  largest  and  best  I 
steamers  on  Long  Island  Sound  and  New  York 
Harbor  routes. 

HIDDEN  (Providence  family).  Eor  an  hun- 
dred years  and  more,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  family  bearing  this  name  has 
been  closely  identified  with  the  commercial  life 
of  Providence,  and  as  well  its  social  side,  and 
several  of  its  members  through  two  or  more  gen- 
erations have  been  among  the  city’s  leading  busi- 
ness men — its  influential  and  substantial  citizens. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  late  Hon.  James  Clifford 
and  Hon.  Henry  Atkins,  members  of  the  long  es- 
tablished mercantile  house  of  the  firm  of  H.  A. 
Hidden  & Co. ; both  of  whom  took  an  interest  in 
public  affairs,  representing  the  city  in  the^  General 
Assembly,  etc. ; and  with  them,  or  in  turn  in  busi- 
ness, have  been  and  are  still  active  in  the  life  of  the 
city  several  of  the  sons  of  Henry  A.  in  the  persons 
of  Charles  Henry,  Wilkins  Updike  and  Walter  Hid- 
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den,  now  comprising  the  firm  of  H.  A.  Hidden  & 
Sons. 

These  Hidden  brothers,  all  of  whom  are  sons  of 
Brown  University,  are  representatives  of  some  of 
the  ancient  historic  and  distinguished  families  of 
this  Commonwealth,  among  them  the  Updike, 
Gardiner,  Williams,  Smith,  Newton  and  Wilkins. 

In  paternal  line  they  descend  from  (I)  Andrew 
Hidden  of  Rowley,  Alass.,  who  was  born  about 
1620,  and  married  7th  of  4th  month,  1654,  Sarah, 
who  lived  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  three  years 
of  age,  dying  Oct.  9,  1729.  He  died  i8th  of  Feb., 
1702,  says  the  town  record — an  old  man.  His  chil- 
dren were : Andrew,  born  7th  month,  1655 ; John, 
i6th  of  2d  month,  1657;  Margaret,  28th  of  July, 
1659;  Sarah,  Oct.  i,  1661;  Mary,  21st  of  Sept., 
1663;  Elizabeth,  19th  of  12th  month,  1665;  Ann, 
22d  of  June,  1668;  Mary,  21st  of  July,  1669;  An- 
drew, 26th  of  Aug.,  1670;  Joseph,  28th  of  Oct., 
1671 : Samuel,  i6th  of  July,  1673 : and  Ebenezer, 
7th  of  March,  1675-76. 

From  this  Andrew  Hidden  the  lineage  of  the 
Hidden  brothers  of  Providence  alluded  to  in  the 
foregoing  is  through  Ebenezer,  Edward,  and  James 
Hidden.  These  generations  follow  in  detail. 

(H)  Ebenezer  Hidden,  son  of  Andrew,  born 
7th  of  March,  1675-76,  married  17th  of  July,  1701, 
Elizabeth  Story.  In  his  will  proved  8th  of  Aug., 
1748,  he  mentions  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  children, 
Jonathan,  Edward,  Dorothy  (wife  of  James  Sabin) 
and  Lucy  (wife  of  Thomas  Elsworth).  His  chil- 
dren were:  Elizabeth,  born  27th  of  March,  1702; 
Sarah,  3d  of  Oct.,  1703 ; Dorothy,  9th  of  Sept., 
1705;  Mary,  22d  of  March,  1707-08;  Ebenezer, 
Dec.  6,  1710;  Jonathan,  Jan.  19,  1712-13;  Edward, 
22d  of  April,  1716;  James,  2d  of  June,  1718;  and 
Lucy,  April  i,  1722.  The  mother  of  these  after 
the  father’s  death  married  (second)  28th  of  April, 
1757,  Hon.  John  Hobson. 

Two  of  these  sons,  Jonathan  and  Edward,  it 
seems,  married  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  where  are 
recorded  at  least  some  of  their  children.  Jonathan 
married  there,  and  at  the  time  referred  to  as  of 
Rehoboth,  July  18,  1736,  Susanna  Hart,  of  Reho- 
both, and  their  children  of  town  record  were : 
Jonah,  born  May  15,  1737;  and  Betty,  born  July 
20,  1748.  The  father  died  at  Lake  George,  on  the 
6th  of  January,  1756. 

(HI)  Edward  Hidden,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
22d  of  April,  1716,  married  at  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
June  18,  1741,  Rachel  Sabin,  born  March  21,  1718- 
19,  of  that  town,  daughter  of  Noah  Sabin,  and  their 
children  of  town  record  there  were:  Luce  (Lucy), 
born  Feb.  19,  1741-42;  James,  born  July  19,  1744; 
Jonathan,  born  Nov.  25,  1746;  Noah,  born  Dec.  i, 
1748;  Ruth,  born  April  23,  1752;  David,  born 
March  21,  1755;  and  Hannah.  Edward  Hidden 
was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary  war  at  the  Battle 
of  Red  Bank. 

(IV)  James  Hidden,  son  of  Edward,  married 
Sept.  10,  1809,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Mary  Water- 
man Clifford,  born  in  1779,  daughter  of  Francis 


Clifford  and  cousin  of  Betsey  Williams,  who  gave 
the  now  beautiful  park  bearing  the  family  name  to 
Providence,  and  a direct  descendant  in  the  fifth 
generation  of  Roger  Williams.  This  couple  lived 
for  a time  at  Walpole,  Mass.,  and  at  Providence, 
where  they  died,  Mr.  Hidden,  prior  to  Dec.  10, 
1818,  and  Mrs.  Hidden,  May  29,  1866,  when  aged 
eighty-seven  years.  Mr.  Hidden  had  married  (first) 
Betsey  Knowles,  and  had  children,  Mary  B.,  who 
died  Jan.  4,  1882,  aged  eighty-one  years ; Susan, 
who  married  Samuel  Butts;  and  William. 

(V)  James  Clifford  Hidden,  son  of  James  and 
Mary  W.  (Clifford)  Hidden,  was  born  May  15, 
1813,  in  Walpole,  Mass.  He  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  whither  his 
father  had  removed,  at  the  private  school  of  Mr. 
Oliver  Angell  and  the  classical  school  conducted 
by  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn.  He  was  subsequently 
prepared  for  both  the  law  and  practice  of  medicine, 
but  never  entered  upon  either  profession.  He  for  a 
few  years  taught  school,  then  became  associated 
with  his  brother,  Henry  A.  Hidden,  in  the  business 
of  engraving  and  copper-plate  printing,  having 
purchased  the  interest  of  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Carpen- 
ter. Some  twelve  years  later,  in  1849,  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  to  his  brother  who  continued  the 
business  alone,  and  in  1851,  he  purchased,  a large 
farm  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  for  the  next  decade 
was  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  sold 
the  farm  in  1861,  and  returned  to  Providence, 
which  city  he  ever  afterward  made  his  home. 

Both  before  going  to  and  after  his  return  from 
Attleboro,  Mr.  Hidden  was  active  and  influential 
in  politics  and  public  life.  He  was  a Whig  in  his 
party  affiliations.  From  1843  to  1847,  and  from 
1868  to  1869,  he  was  a member  of  the  common 
council  and  president  of  that  body  from  1845 
1847.  De  was  for  a number  of  years  a member 
from  Providence  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  from  1849  1851  was  Speaker 

of  the  House,  and  served  so  admirably,  so  imparti- 
ally, as  to  gain  wide  popularity. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Hidden  was  active  in 
military  affairs,  was  a member  of  the  First  Light 
Infantry  Company  of  Providence  until  1845, 
thereafter  of  the  Veteran  Association.  During  the 
Dorr  troubles  in  1842  he  served  as  captain  of  the 
Fifth  Ward  City  Guard.  He,  too,  was  long  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 

On  March  27,  1839,  Mr.  Hidden  was  married 
to  Eliza,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza  Dean  Per- 
rin, of  Medfield,  Mass.  She  died  Sept.  16,  1866,  at 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  and  he  married  (second) 
Nov.  27,  1867,  Eliza  D.  Leeman,  of  New  Castle, 
Maine.  Six  children  were  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, and  one  to  the  second,  the  latter  being  Eliza- 
beth Tower. 

(V)  Henry  Atkins  Hidden,  son  of  James  and 
Mary  W.  (Clifford)  Hidden,  was  born  Dec.  10, 
1816,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  private  schools  in  Providence  and  at  an 
academy  in  Leicester,  Mass.  When  twenty-one 
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years  of  age  he  began  business  as  an  engraver  and 
copper-plate  printer  in  company  with  his  half- 
brother,  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Carpenter.  The  style  of 
the  firm  was  H.  A.  Hidden  & Co.,  and  the  business 
it  carried  on  was  very  extensive.  Those  were  the 
days  of  State  banks,  and  a large  part  of  the  notes 
of  those  banks  was  printed  by  this  company.  The 
firm  also  engraved  the  diplomas  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity. The  engraving  business  was  carried  on 
until  i860,  and  about  that  time  Mr.  Hidden  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  also  a large 
dealer  in  cotton  goods. 

Although  averse  to  political  life  Mr.  Hidden 
was  for  two  years  a representative  of  his  native 
city  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  also  for  two  years  an  alderman.  He  was  a 
director  in  many  important  corporations,  and  was 
president  of  the  What  Cheer  Bank.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  in 
1873- 

In  1839,  Mr.  Hidden  was  married  to  Abby  A., 
daughter  of  Hon.  Wilkins  and  Abby  (Watson) 
Updike,  she  a direct  descendant  of  Gilbert  Updike, 
a native  of  Wessel,  Germany,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  at  Lloyds  Neck  on  Long  Is- 
land, establishing  himself  as  a physician,  from 
whom  her  lineage  is  through  Lodowick  Updike 
and  his  wife  Abigail  (Newton)  of  North  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  Daniel  Updike  and  his  wife  Anstis 
(Jenkins)  of  Newport  and  North  Kingstown,  R. 
I.,  Lodowick  Updike  (2)  and  his  wife  Abigail 
(Gardiner)  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  Wil- 
kins Updike  and  his  wife  Abby  (Watson)  Updike 
of  North  Kingstown. 

It  might  have  been  stated  that  the  firm  above 
alluded  to  also  did  copper  plate  printing  for  manu- 
facturers and  bleachers  throughout  New  England. 
That  previous  to  1843  members  of  it  became 
dealers  in  cotton  goods,  and  in  order  to  devote  more 
attention  to  this  business,  which  had  rapidly  in- 
creased, Mr.  H.  A.  Hidden  ceased  to  carry  on  en- 
graving and  printing,  as  stated,  in  i860.  It  was  at 
about  this  time  that  he  began  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. For  many  years  he  was  the  largest  dealer  in 
print  goods  in  Rhode  Island  and,  having  been  suc- 
cessful in  his  investments,  accumulated  a handsome 
fortune. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  Hidden  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  and 
served  it  in  different  official  capacities.  He  was 
for  years  an  active  member  of  the  Providence 
Commercial  Club,  which  counted  in  its  membership 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Rhode  Island. 
In  1867-68  Mr.  Hidden,  with  his  family,  visited 
Europe  and  traveled  extensively  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent.  His  children  were : Charles 
Henry,  Wilkins  Updike  and  Walter.  Mr.  Henry 
A.  Hidden  died  Aug.  7,  1899. 

As  intimated  in  the  foregoing  the  three  sons  of 
Henry  A.  Hidden — Charles  Henry,  Wilkins  Up- 
dike and  Walter — were  all  liberally  educated,  col- 


lege bred,  and  became  active  in  the  business  and 
social  life  of  Providence,  the  two  survivors  so  con- 
tinuing. The  first  named,  Charles  Henry  Hidden, 
born  Sept.  12,  1840,  a graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  the  class  of  1861,  went  to  the  front  in 
1862  as  a private  in  Company  D,  loth  R.  I.  V.  I.; 
he  became  a member  of  several  clubs,  among  them 
the  University  Club  of  New  York,  the  Hope,  the 
Agawam  Hunt  and  the  Squantum  of  Providence; 
he  died  May  22,  1907.  Wilkins  Updike  Hidden 
was  a graduate  of  Brown  in  the  class  of  1865,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Theta  Delta  Chi  fraternity. 
Walter  Hidden  married  Oct.  12,  1897,  Mrs.  Kate 
Holmes  Anthony  Hoppin,  daughter  of  Henry  A. 
and  Kate  L.  Heiser,  and  they  have  a daughter, 
Mary  Updike,  born  Sept.  25,  1903.  In  1868  Henry 
A.  Hidden  took  into  the  business  described  above 
with  him  his  sons,  Charles  H.  and  Wilkins  U.,  and 
the  firm  name  thereafter  was  H.  A.  Hidden  & Sons. 
About  1875  Walter  Hidden,  the  youngest  son,  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm. 

CLARKE.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most  promi- 
nent families  of  New  England  is  that  of  Clarke,  the 
name  having,  from  the  earliest  settlements,  been 
one  of  the  most  honored  in  the  country,  those 
bearing  it  found  in  positions  of  responsibility 
in  every  generation.  For  many  years  this  time- 
honored  family  has  had  worthy  representatives  in 
Newport  in  the  persons  of  the  late  William  Pratt 
Clarke,  who  passed  away  Oct.  24,  1901,  and  in 
his  son,  the  present  William  Pratt  Clarke,  Jr.,  who 
is  the  mayor  of  Newport,  being  the  first  mayor 
elected  under  the  new  charter  granted  to  that  city 
in  1906,  and  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  1907; 
and  the  late  James  Henry  Clarke,  who  during  his 
active  business  life  was  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Newport.  A history  of  this  particular 
branch  of  the  Clarke  family  is  given  in  what  fol- 
lows : 

The  Clarkes  of  Newport,  w'ho  descend  from 
the  early  Joseph  Clarke  family,  posterity  of  the 
immigrant  settler  Joseph  Clarke,  of  Westhorpe, 
England,  and  of  Newport  and  Westerly,  R.  I., 
spring  from  an  ancient  English  family.  The  an- 
cestors of  Joseph  Clarke  have  been  traced,  according 
to  Morrison,  the  author  of  a work  on  the  Rhode 
Island  Clarkes,  to  the  Parish  of  Westhorpe,  County 
of  Suffolk,  England,  where  the  name  of  Clarke  is 
of  great  antiquity.  Westhorpe  is  a manor  in  the 
Hundred  (or  township)  of  Hartismere,  Suffolk- 
shire,  of  great  antiquity,  and  at  the  Domesday 
Survey,  1081-1087,  belonged  to  Gilbert  de  Bund. 
It  was  once  the  seat  of  Charles  Brandern,  Duke  of 
Suffolk. 

In  the  early  settling  of  New  England  there  came 
hither  Thomas,  John  and  Joseph  Clarke,  brothers, 
all  settling  at  Newport,  R.  L,  and  two  of  them 
figured  prominently  there.  Thomas  was  admitted 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  Aquidneck  in  1638, 
and  became  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
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First  Baptist  Church  in  1644.  He  died  in  1674, 
leaving  no  issue.  John  Clarke,  a physician  and 
minister,  is  of  record  at  Boston  in  1637;  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  L,  in  1638 ; and  of  Newport  in  1639.  He 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  1644, 
organized  that  year.  He  was  assistant  for  a couple 
of  years,  and  treasurer  of  the  four  towns  for  three 
years,  1649-1650-1651.  He  was  deputy  for  some 
seven  years  and  deputy  governor  from  1669  to  1672. 
He  died  in  1676,  leaving  no  issue  that  lived  long. 
The  remaining  brother,  Joseph  Clarke,  of  Newport, 
was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  Aquid- 
neck  in  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  1644;  was  a member 
of  the  General  Court  of  Trials  in  1648;  was  Com- 
missioner in  1655,  1657,  1658  and  1659;  was  as- 
sistant in  1658,  1663,  1664,  1665,  1678  and  1679. 
His  name  appears  in  the  charter  granted  Rhode  Is- 
land in  1663  by  King  Charles  II.  He  was  a free- 
man of  Westerly  in  1668,  and  deputy  from  that 
town  from  1668  to  1672  and  in  1690.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  twice  married,  the  name  of  his  first  wife  being 
unknown,  while  only  the  Christian  name  of  his 
second  wife  is  known,  Margaret.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mr^.  Clarke  died  in  1694.  Mr.  Clarke’s  children 
are  learned,  says  Austin,  from  the  following  memo- 
randum, which  is  appended  to  the  record  of  the 
will  of  his  brother,  Thomas  Clarke.  “The  names  of 
the  children  of  Joseph  Clarke,  of  the  town  of  New- 
port, that  are  living  this  19th  day  of  December, 
1674 : Joseph  Clarke,  William  Clarke,  Mary  Clarke, 
Sarah  Clarke,  John  Clarke,  Susanna  Clarke,  Joshua 
Clarke  and  Thomas  Clarke.” 

These  three  Clarke  brothers  of  Newport  alluded 
to  were  sons  of  Thomas  Clarke  of  Westhorpe,  Suf- 
folk, England  (1570-1627),  and  his  wife  Rose 
Herrige  or  Keridge  (died  in  1627)  ; grandsons  of 
John  Clarke,  of  Westhorpe,  County  of  Suffolk, 
England  (bapt.  1541-1598),  and  his  wife  Cath- 
erine Cooke  (bapt.  1546-1598)  ; and  great-grand- 
sons of  John  Clarke,  of  Westhorpe,  County  of  Suf- 
folk, England,  who  died  in  1559. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  Joseph 
Clarke,  the  English- American  ancestor  of  the  New- 
port branch  of  the  Clarke  family  here  considered, 
was  a descendant  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
John  Clarke  of  Westhorpe,  England,  the  earliest 
English  ancestor  of  the  family  of  whom  there  is  an 
authentic  account,  and  that  the  children  of  the  late 
William  Pratt  Clarke  of  Newport  are  of  the 
eleventh  generation  from  said  John  Clarke.  These 
generations  in  chronological  order  follow : 

(I)  John  Clarke  (above). 

(II)  John  Clarke  (2)  (above). 

(III)  Thomas  Clark  (above). 

(IV)  Joseph  Clarke  (above). 

(V)  There  lived  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  a Captain 
Laurence  Clarke,  who  has  been  designated  as  be- 
longing to  one  of  Newport’s  early  seafaring  fam- 
ilies, but  whom  it  seems  probable  was  a son  of  Jo- 
seph Clarke  (by  his  first  wife)  of  Westhorpe,  Eng- 


land, and  Newport  and  Westerly,  R.  I.  There  is  a 
deed  in  the  old  records  in  which  Cary  (Carew) 
Clark,  of  North  Kingstown,  son  of  Joseph,  conveys 
land  to  his  brother,  Laurence,  in  Eebruary,  1726. 
Capt.  Laurence  Clarke  married  (first)  Sarah  Law- 
ton,  who  was  born  in  1679,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rebecca  Lawton.  He  married  (second)  at  New- 
port, Nov.  15,  1733,  Sarah  Ereeborn,  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.  He  married  (third)  Aug.  14,  1740, 
at  Newport,  Mary  Burrington  (or  Buddington), 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  His  issue  apparently  only 
by  first  wife  were:  Laurence,  born  in  1712;  Abi- 
gail, died  ( ?)  Oct.  30,  1736;  Joseph,  born  Sept.  29, 
1713,  and  Stephen,  born  in  1716. 

(VI)  Joseph  Clarke,  son  of  Laurence,  born 
Sept.  29,  1713,  in  Newport,  R.  L,  married  (first) 
Sept.  18,  1740,  Elizabeth  Spooner,  born  Oct.  12, 
1721.  She  died  June  27,  1746,  and  he  married 
(second)  Feb.  22,  1749,  Phebe  Negros.  His  chil- 
dren were  : James,  born  Jan.  29,  1740-41 ; Rebecca, 
born  Jan.  18,  1741-42;  Mary,  born  June  30,  1743; 
Joseph,  born  April  25,  1745  (all  to  the  first  mar- 
riage) ; and  Spooner,  born  July  31,  1750  (to  the 
second  marriage). 

(VII)  James  Clarke,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Spooner)  Clarke,  born  Jan.  29,  1740-41,  mar- 
ried in  1760  Mary  Rogers.  His  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Samuel  Eathforth ; Han- 
nah, who  married  Thomas  Stacy ; Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Perry  Sherman ; William  P. ; Susannah,  who 
married  Richard  Bailey,  Jr.;  and  Sally,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  a Mr.  Bliven  and  (second),  a Mr. 
Shaw. 

(VIII)  William  P.  Clarke,  son  of  James  Clarke, 
was  born  in  Newport,  where  he  died.  He  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  conducted  a cooperage  shop  in 
Newport  for  many  years.  He  married  Mary  (or 
Polly)  Rogers,  and  to  this  union  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Eliza,  who  married  James  Tuell; 
Hannah,  who  married  Leonard  Bliss ; Mary  Ann, 
who  married  Benjamin  Oman;  William,  who  mar- 
ried Harriet  Corey ; Susan,  who  martried  John 
Clarke ; James,  mentioned  below ; Charles  C.,  who 
married  Susan  Burt;  Nancy  who  married  Philip 
Dring ; Sarah,  who  never  married ; Abby,  who  mar- 
ried Perry  M.  Peckham;  and  Catherine  (whose 
name  was  later  changed  to  Eliza),  who  married 
Thomas  Weaver. 

(IX)  James  Clarke,  son  of  William  P.,  was 
born  June  16,  1810,  in  Newport,  where  he  died  July 
9,  1886.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  rope- 
maker,  and  for  many  years  followed  that  occupa- 
tion in  his  native  city,  where  his  long  and  useful 
life  was  spent.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  Mr.  Clarke 
married  Jan.  9,  1831,  Ann  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
Newport,  and  died  there  Feb.  8,  1887,  aged  seventy- 
six  years,  eight  months,  twenty-six  days,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Smith.  To  this 
union  were  born  children  as  follows : James  H., 
mentioned  below;  John,  who  died  young;  Cather- 
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ine,  who  married  John  B.  Durfee,  of  Newport, 
where  they  both  died ; William  P.,  mentioned  be- 
low; John  (2),  born  July  3,  1841,  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  and  died  in  Newport  March  20,  1869, 
from  injuries  received  in  falling  from  a building 
(he  married  Lydia  Wyman,  who  was  born  Dec.  26, 
1841,  and  died  Sept.  13,  1906)  ; and  Annie  and  Ida, 
who  died  in  Newport,  unmarried. 

(X)  William  Pratt  Clarke,  son  of  James 
and  Ann  (Smith)  Clarke,  was  born  in  Newport 
April  15,  1837,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  city.  When  not  at 
school  he  assisted  his  father  at  rope-making,  and 
was  thus  occupied  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
eleven  years,  when  he  became  a clerk  in  the  book, 
stationery  and  newspaper  store  of  the  late  Benjamin 
J.  Tilley,  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  the  death 
of  the  latter,  which  occurred  in  1866,  after  which 
time,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Tilley’s  son,  Ris- 
brough  Hammett  Tilley,  he  continued  to  conduct 
the  same  business,  which  was  then  located  at  No. 
208  Thames  street,  until  1870.  The  latter  year 
Mr.  Clarke  branched  out  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  opening  a book,  stationery  and  newspaper 
store  at  No.  264  Thames  street,  and  in  this  business 
he  continued  successfully  engaged  until  his  death. 
Air.  Clark  was  recognized  as  a capable,  energetic, 
honest  and  upright  man,  and  was  noted  for  his  in- 
dustry, integrity  and  promptness  in  all  business 
dealings.  He  uniformly  filled  his  engagements, 
and  his  credit  was  unquestioned  for  any  sum  which 
he  required. 

For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Clark  served  as  a 
director  of  the  Aquidneck  National  Bank  of  New- 
port, to  which  institution,  as  a man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, he  gave  valuable  service.  In  political  faith 
Air.  Clarke  was  a stalwart  Jeffersonian  Democrat, 
although  he  was  not  bigoted  in  his  views,  and  in 
city  affairs  always  took  a neutral  stand.  For 
several  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  school 
committee,  and  represented  his  city  as  a member 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  for  several 
years  in  succession.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  serving  as  treas- 
urer for  a number  of  years,  and  also  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Sunday-school,  serving  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  same  for  a number  of  years.  For  the 
twelve  years  prior  to  his  death  he  also  served  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  vestrymen  of  the  church. 

On  Jan.  10,  1861,  Air.  Clarke  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Lombard  Wyman, 
daughter  of  William  and  Katherine  (Brown)  Wy- 
man, and  to  this  happy  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, Kate  Lobdell  and  William  P.,  Jr.,  the  latter 
mentioned  below.  The  daughter  graduated  from 
Wellesley  College,  and  continued  her  studies  in 
Leipzig,  London  and  other  European  educational 
centers,  after  which  she  took  up  teaching  as  a pro- 
fession, and  is  now  teacher  of  English  in  its  higher 
branches  in  the  Rogers  high  school,  of  Newport. 

Air.  Clarke  possessed  those  sterling  traits  of 


character  which  endeared  him  to  a very  large  circle 
of  friends,  and  in  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct. 
24,  1901,  the  city  of  Newport  lost  one  of  its  honored 
and  respected  citizens.  In  him  the  needy  always 
found  a true  and  generous  friend,  the  community 
a citizen  who  was  the  soul  of  probity  and  honor, 
and  his  family  an  ever  affectionate  and  devoted 
husband  and  father. 

(XI)  William  Pr.\tt  Clarke,  Jr.,  the  son  of 
the  late  William  P.  Clarke  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
L.  Wyman,  was  born  in  Newport  Nov.  9,  1870.  He 
received  his  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Rogers  high  school  of  Newport,  but  left  the  latter 
institution  of  learning  before  graduating  and  went, 
to  California,  where  he  was  employed  on  a ranch 
for  several  months.  Returning  to  Newport  he 
entered  his  father’s  employ  as  a clerk  in  the  news- 
paper and  stationery  store.  In  this  capacity  he  re- 
mained until  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred  in 
1901,  when  he  took  up  the  business,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted.  In  1897  Air.  Clarke 
purchased  the  Franklin  street  news  depot,  which  he 
is  also  conducting  in  connection  with  the  business 
which  his  father  established  on  Thames  street. 

Like  his  honored  father.  Air.  Clarke  is  also. a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  as  such  was  first  elected  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  in 
1900,  and  served  as  representative  from  Newport 
until  1906,  in  which  year  he  was  the  candidate  of 
his  party  for  the  State  senatorship,  but  was  defeated 
by  a nominal  majority.  During  his  service  in  the 
Legislature  Air.  Clarke  served  as  a member  of  the 
committees  on  Fisheries  and  Special  Legislation, 
and  was  also  a member  of  the  special  committee 
which  re-drafted  the  ballot  laws  of  the  State.  Dur- 
ing the  two  terms  of  Governor  Lucius  F.  C.  Garvin, 
Air.  Clarke  served  as  aide-de-camp  on  his  personal 
staff  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  1906,  at  the  first 
election  held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city 
of  Newport,  Colonel  Clarke  was  elected  mayor  of 
the  city,  and  served  as  that  city’s  chief  executive 
during  the  year  1907.  As  previously  stated,  he 
was  re-elected  in  1907. 

Colonel  Clarke  is  prominently  connected  with 
various  social  and  fraternal  organizations,  holding 
membership  in  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  and 
A.  AT;  and  in  Newport  Lodge,  No.  104,  B.  P.  O. 
Elks,  of  which  he  is  past  exalted  ruler,  and  also 
served  as  grand  loyal  knight  on  the  staff  of  James 
H.  Higgins  during  his  administration  as  district  dep- 
uty of  Rhode  Island.  Colonel  Clarke  is  also  a member 
of  the  County  Club,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  a 
member  of  the  Aquidneck  Gun  Club  and  the  Press 
Club,  all  of  Newport,  and  during  its  existence  was 
a member  of  the  Business  Alen’s  Association.  He 
also  holds  membership  in  the  Newport  Yacht  Club, 
the  Aliantonomi  Club,  and  the  Westminster  Club, 
of  Providence,  as  well  as  the  Boston  Lodge  of  the 
Fidelity  Benefit  Association. 

On  Oct.  18,  1891,  Colonel  Clarke  was  united  in 
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marriage  to  iSIiss  Sarah  Washburn,  daughter  of 
Arthur  and  Lucinda  (Sisson)  Washburn,  of  New- 
port, and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  children 
as  follows:  Gladys  Wyman,  Dorothy  Washburn 
and  Kenneth  Oswald. 

Like  his  father.  Colonel  Clarke  is  of  a quiet, 
retiring  nature,  but  possesses  those  sterling  qual- 
ities which  have  won  him  hosts  of  stanch  friends, 
with  whom  he  is  very  popular. 

(X)  James  Henry  Clarke,  eldest  son  of  the 
late  James  and  Ann  (Smith)  Clarke,  was  born  in 
Newport,  July  19,  1832.  Like  many  other  boys  of 
his  day  he  received  but  a meagre  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  city,  his  spare  mo- 
ments being  occupied  in  assisting  his  father  in  the 
latter’s  rope-walk.  Early  in  life  he  became  appren- 
ticed to  William  H.  Bliss,  to  learn  tinsmithing,  and 
remained  in  his  employ  for  several  years,  curing 
which  time  he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of 
his  chosen  trade.  After  leaving  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Bliss  he  continued  at  his  trade  with  various 
others  until  finally  he  accepted  a position  with 
George  Sharrock,  in  whose  employ  he  remained 
until  about  1862,  in  which  year  he  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  Sharrock.  For  two  years  he  con- 
tinued the  business  at  the  same  location,  on  the  east 
side  of  Thames  street,  between  Fair  and  Cannon 
streets,  then  removing  his  place  of  business  to  the 
building  on  Thames  street,  facing  Cannon  street. 
In  1864  Mr.  Clark  took  into  partnership  with  him 
George  H.  Vaughan,  the  firm  name  becoming  Clarke 
& Vaughan,  and  the  firm  continued  in  business  until 
in  1868,  when  Mr.  Vaughan  retired,  and  the  firm 
became  Clarke,  Titus  & Co.,  A.  C.  Titus  and  T.  W. 
Freeborne  becoming  partners  in  the  business.  Dur- 
ing the  existence  of  this  firm  the  business  was  re- 
markably successful,  and  for  several  years  was  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  enterprising  concerns 
in  the  city.  Besides  doing  a general  tinsmithing 
business,  a complete  line  of  house  furnishing  goods 
was  added  to  their  business,  and  a branch  of  their 
Thames  street  store  was  opened  at  the  corner  of 
Thames  street  and  Washington  square,  in  a build- 
ing which  stood  where  the  F.  B.  Coggeshall  block 
now  stands.  This  firm  continued  to  prosper  and 
was  successfully  engaged  in  business  until  in  1875, 
when  Mr.  Clarke  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
business  to  Mr.  Titus,  and  a short  time  thereafter 
opened  a store  in  the  Cottrell  block,  on  Thames 
street,  on  his  own  account.  Here  Mr.  Clarke  met 
with  deserving  success  for  several  years,  but  finally 
on  account  of  failing  health  he  was  compelled  to 
retire  from  active  business,  and  sold  out  to  the  late 
James  F.  Marden.  From  that  time  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Newport  April  22, 
1902,  Mr.  Clarke  was  in  feeble  health,  and  as  a con- 
sequence was  not  enabled  to  again  engage  in  active 
business,  but  continued  to  live  in  retirement  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  his  home,  under  the  care  and 
attention  of  his  wife  and  family. 

As  a business  man  Mr.  Clarke  was  energetic. 


progressive  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  with 
his  fellowunen.  Although  not  a physically  strong 
man,  he  nevertheless  was  thrifty  and  industrious 
during  his  active  career.  He  possessed  those  traits 
which  won  for  him  many  warm  friendships ; in 
disposition  he  was  rather  quiet,  yet  was  at  times 
jovial  and  witty,  and  in  his  home  was  ever  consid- 
erate of  the  welfare  of  his  family,  to  which  he  was 
devoted. 

In  his  political  views  he  was  an  old-school  Dem- 
ocrat, but  never  cared  for  the  excitement  of  politi- 
cal battle,  and  always  refused  to  accept  public  office. 
In  church  work,  however,  he  was  always  active, 
and  for  many  years  served  as  senior  warden  of 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  and 
his  family  were  active  members,  and  in  the  sup- 
port of  which  he  was  generous. 

On  July  19,  1854,  Air.  Clarke  was  happily  united 
in  marriage,  in  Providence,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Wyman,  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Brown)  Wyman,  of  Newport,  and  this  union  was 
blessed  with  children,  as  follows : 

(XI)  (i)  Rogers  Howard  Clarke,  born  Aug. 
29,  1855,  in  Newport,  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  after  which  he  entered  his  father’s 
store,  as  a clerk,  remaining  in  his  employ  until  his 
father  was  compelled  to  retire  from  active  business 
on  account  of  failing  health.  He  then  took  up  the 
trade  of  painter  and  paperhanger  with  William  H. 
Greene  & Co.,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for 
about  three  years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  painting  and  paper-hanging  business 
on  his  own  account.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a member  of 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  vestry.  During  its  ex- 
istence he  was  a member  of  the  Business  Men’s 
Association  of  Newport.  On  April  22,  1878,  Mr. 
Clarke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Cole 
Handy,  daughter  of  Christopher  Greene  and  Re- 
becca (Cole)  Handy,  of  Newport,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  two  children : Maude  Evelyn, 
who  graduated  from  the  Rogers  high  school  of 
Newport,  class  of  1898,  and  from  Brown  Univer- 
sity, class  of  1902,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Louis 
Everett  Coveil,  of  Barrington,  R.  I. ; and  Rogers 
Wyman,  a carpenter  by  trade,  who  married  Emma 
Frederica  Watson,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Rogers 
Wyman,  Jr. 

(XI)  (2)  Samuel  Hilton  Clarke  was  born 
Aug.  10,  1865,  in  Newport,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  received  his  early  edu- 
cational training.  For  seven  years,  from  the  time 
he  was  thirteen  until  he  reached  twenty  years  of 
age,  while  not  at  school,  he  was  engaged  as  a clerk 
in  the  newspaper  store  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Wil- 
liam P.  Clarke.  Mr.  Clarke  then  took  up  the  brok- 
erage business  in  Newport,  which  he  followed  in 
that  city  until  in  1889,  when  he  purchased  a seat  in 
the  Consolidated  Exchange  of  New  York,  in  which 
city  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  brokerage 
business  successfully,  with  offices  at  No.  60  Broad- 
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way.  Mr.  Clarke  resides  at  Metuchen,  N.  J.,  which 
city  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  where  he  owns  a modern  and  pleas- 
ant home,  away  from  the  turmoil  of  New  York 
City.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  and  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Clarke  holds 
membership  in  Independent  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  No. 
2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  New  York,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  various  other  societies  and  clubs.  On  March 
29,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Jones, 
daughter  of  John  Price  and  Annie  (Jones)  Jones, 
of  London,  England,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  son,  Stanley  Wyman,  born  Dec. 
20,  1890,  in  Newport,  who  is  attending  Freehold 
Military  School. 

(XI)  (3)  WiLLi.\M  Henry  Clarke,  born  Oct. 
5,  1867,  in  Newport,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  and  in  1883  became  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  Pinniger  & Manchester,  coal 
and  wood  dealers  of  Newport.  In  1904,  upon  the 
incorporation  of  the  Pinniger  & Manchester  Com- 
pany, he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  company,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  since  continued.  Mr.  Clarke 
is  a member  of  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  served  for  several  years  as  vestryman, 
and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
church.  On  June  21,  1894,  Mr.  Clarke  married 
Miss  Edith  Augusta  Allan,  daughter  of  James  M. 
Allan,  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  has  come  one 
daughter,  Natalie  Grayson,  who  was  born  Sept. 
20,  1902. 

(XI)  (4)  Marion  McAllister  Clarke,  born 
Nov.  23,  1876,  in  Newport,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  the  Rogers 
high  school  of  XYwport,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1893,  receiving  the  King  medal 
for  excellence  in  Greek.  He  then  entered  Brown 
University,  from  which  he  graduated  with  honors 
in  the  class  of  1897,  being  the  youngest  member 
of  his  class.  Mr.  Clarke  is  now  engaged  in  the 
brokerage  business  in  N^ew  York  City,  where  he  is 
a member  of  the  Consolidated  Exchange,  associated 
in  business  with  F.  H.  Nightengale.  On  Oct.  i, 
1907,  Mr.  Clarke  was  married  to  Miss  Ada  F.  Mur- 
ray, the  step-daughter  of  Henry  Mills  Alden,  of 
Harper’s  Magazine. 

(XI)  (5)  Kate  Peckham  Clarke,  born  June  i, 
1878,  in  Newport,  is  residing  at  home  with  her 
mother  in  Newport. 

DARLING  (Pawtucket  families).  The  Massa- 
chusetts-Rhode  Island  branch  of  the  New  England 
Darlings  is  one  of  long  and  honorable  standing  both 
in  the  Colonies  and  Commonwealths.  Approxi- 
mately two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  there  ap- 
peared at  Braintree,  Mass.,  John  and  Dennis  Dar- 
ling, to  the  latter  of  whom  is  traced  the  lineage 
of  the  eight  sons  of  the  late  Samuel  Darling  of 
Bellingham,  Mass.,  the  fourth  of  that  Christian 
name  in  direct  line,  whose  standing  in  his  com- 
munity was  such  that  all  differences  of  neighbors 


which  could  not  amicably  be  adjusted  between  them  ! 
were  referred  to  him  for  adjustment;  and  such,  too,  1 
was  his  character  and  that  of  his  good  wives  as  to  I 
rear  his  eight  sons  to  become  as  a family  distin-  1 
guished — conspicuous  in  the  business  life  of  the  com- . j 
munity  in  which  they  nearly  all  settled,  reflecting  ' 
credit  and  honor  to  both  their  native  and  adopted  i 
States.  Reference  is  especially  made  to  the  late 
Hon.  Lucius  Bowles  Darling,  founder  of  a large 
and  prosperous  enterprise,  legislator,  bank  presi- 
dent, lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island,  etc. ; to 
his  elder  brother,  Samuel  Darling  (5),  long  engaged 
in  business  in  New  York,  and  as  well  in  his  native 
State  and  at  Pawtucket,  a man  of  substance ; to  the  ' 
late  Hon.  Edwin  Darling,  long  one  of  the  foremost  I 
business  men  of  Pawtucket,  whose  great  foresigiit 
and  activity  along  lines  of  public  improvements  in 
his  community  is  a conspicuous  part  of  Pawtucket  ■ 
annals ; to  the  late  Ruel  S.  Darling,  one  of  the  best  j 
of  men,  whose  death  brought  out  the  expression,  ' 
“a  man  of  large  business  sagacity,  unsullied  integrity, 
of  downright  sincerity,  of  courtesy,  magnanimity 
and  large  humanity”  ; and  to  Lyman  Morse^  Darling,  . 
a man  of  the  same  type  and  mold,  and  one  of 
achievement,  long  the  executive  head  of  the  Darling 
Fertilizer  Company,  of  Pawtucket ; and  in  the  sue-  i 
ceeding  generation  of  these  Darling  brothers  to  their  j 
sons,  who  in  their  several  communities,  in  their  lives 
of  effort  and  citizenship,  are  worthily  perpetuating 
the  family  name,  one  of  whom,  Lucius  Bowles  Dar- 
ling (2),  son  of  the  late  Governor  Darling,  is  promi- 
nently identified  in  the  management  of  the  extensive 
Darling  enterprise  in  Pawtucket  and  Chicago.  It 
is  with  the  lives  of  these  men  and  others  of  the 
family  and  their  ancestry  that  this  article  is  to  deal. 
The  genealogy  following  begins  with  the  earliest 
known  American  ancestor  and  is  in  chronological 
order. 

(I)  There  were  early  at  Braintree,  Mass.,  and 
at  Mendon  and  Bellingham,  John  and  Dennis  Dar- 
ling, the  former  there  as  early  as  1660.  John  mar- 
ried in  1664,  Elizabeth  Dowman,  and  Dennis  mar- 
ried in  1662,  Hannah  Francis,  both  families  having 
children, 

(H)  Capt.  John  Darling,  son  of  Dennis  and 
Hannah  (Francis)  Darling,  born  Sept.  2.  1664, 
in  Braintree,  Mass.,  married  there  (first)  Elizabeth 
Thompson,  who  died  in  1687.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) in  1690,  Anne,  and  (third)  Elizabeth  Morse. 
Capt.  Darling  settled  in  Bellingham,  and  is  reputed 
to  have  been  a great  business  man  and  the  owner 
of  considerable  land.  He  is  said  to  have  headed 
the  petition  for  the  setting  off  of  the  town  of  Bel- 
lingham, which  was  incorporated  in  1719.  He  died 
in  1753-54  in  Bellingham,  aged  eighty-nine  vears. 
His  children  born  to  the  third  marriage  were:  Eliza- 
beth, Samuel,  Ruth,  Hannah,  Margaret,  Ebenezer, 
Mary,  Martha,  Abigail  and  Deborah. 

(HI)  Capt.  Samuel  Darling,  son  of  Capt. 
John,  born  March  18,  1693-94,  married  (first),  Dec. 
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15,  1716,  Mary  Thompson,  of  Mendon,  Mass.,  and 
their  children  were : Samuel,  Michael,  Elizabeth, 
Ruth,  Abigail,  John,  Rachel,  Penelope  and  Joshua. 
The  father  died  Feb.  17,  1774. 

(IV)  Deacon  Samuel  Darling,  son  of  Capt. 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  19,  1719,  married  Jan.  20,  1755, 
Esther  Slack,  of  Attleboro,  , Mass.,  sister  of  Col. 
Eliphalet  Slack,  who  bequeathed  her  legal  heirs 
the  “old  bank  house”  on  Main  street,  and  other 
property  in  Pawtucket,  then  in  Massachusetts.  Dea- 
con Darling  died  June  12,  1814,  and  his  widow 
Esther  died  Feb.  18,  1816,  at  the  -age  of  eighty 
years.  Their  children  were : Joshua,  Samuel,  Ben- 
jamin, Reuben,  Esther,  Olive,  Ziba,  Nathan  and 
Rhoda. 

(V)  Samuel  Darling  (3),  son  of  Deacon 
Samuel,  born  Aug.  8,  175^,  in  Bellingham,  Mass., 
married  Sarah  Burr,  born  June  14,  1764,  in  Bel- 
lingham, Mass.,  and  ten,  children  blessed  the 
union.  Mr.  Darling  died  Jan.  16,  1851,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  Jan.  31,  1826. 

(VI)  Samuel  Darling  (4),  son  of  Samuel  (3), 
born  Aug.  15,  1793,  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  married 
(first)  Margaret  Smith  and  (second)  Julia  Morse, 
and  they  were  residents  of  Bellingham,  Mass., 
where  their  lives  were  passed  and  where  Mr.  Dar- 
ling died  in  1874.  Such  was  the  sterling  character 
of  Mr.  Darling,  and  so  high  was  his  standing  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived,  that  on  occasions 
of  dispute  and  difference  among  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  citizens  that  could  not  be  settled  amicably 
“Sam”  Darling  or  “Squire”  Lewdt  were  the. ref- 
erees. The  eight  sons  born  to  Mr.  Darling  were : 
George,  born  Aug.  16,  1815,  died  Jan.  7,  1877; 
Charles,  born  Jan.  21,  1817,  died  Jan.  31,  1835; 
Gilbert,  born  Jan.  21,  1818;  Samuel,  born  March 
2,  1825;  Lucius  Bowles,  born  Oct.  3,  1827;  Ruel 
Smith,  born  May  2,  1830;  Edwin,  born  June  l, 
1834;  and  Lyman  Morse,  born  May  5,  1850. 

(VII)  Samuel  Darling  (5),  son  of  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Smith)  Darling,  born  Marcn  2,  1825, 
in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  married  May  26,  1846,  Emily, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Asenath  (Partridge) 
Adams,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.  To  this  union  were 
born  children  as' follows:  Edmund  Adams,  born 
Jan.  18,  1849;  Walter  Emerson,  Nov.  23,  1854; 
and  Ida  Elizabeth,  Sept.  26,  1857. 

Samuel  Darling  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
his  boyhood  being  passed  in  a manner  then  custom- 
ary with  the  sons  of  the  general  farmer,  alternating 
between  work  on  the  farm  through  the  summers 
and  at  the  neighborhood  schools  during  the  win- 
ters. His  schooling  and  home  training  were  those 
of  that  practical  sort  that  enables  the  boy  to  be 
self-reliant,  to  learn  early  the  value  of  a dollar. 
When  in  his  nineteenth  year  he  established  him- 
self in  the  butchering  business  at  Medway  Village, 
in  his  native  State,  conducting  the  same  for  a period 
of  three  years.  From  1847  to  1854  he  pursuecF  the 
same  business  with  success  at  Woonsocket.  In  the 
last  named  year  he  made  another  move,  going  to 
New  York,  where  for  some  nineteen  years  he  was 


engaged  in  the  general  provision  business.  Return- 
ing to  his  native  town,  to  the  old  homestead  in  1875, 
he  was  tnere  occupied  as  a farmer  for  the  next 
five  years,  until  1880,  and  from  that  time  until  1885 
he  was  a traveling  salesman.  In  1885  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  Diamond  Hill  Reservoir  at 
Pawtucket,  holding'  the  position  through  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  active  business  life.  Like 
his  several  brothers  who  became  residents  of  Paw- 
tucket and  figured  prominently  in  its  business  and 
social  life,  Mr.  Darling  has  had  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  community.  Throughout  his  life  he 
has  been  a regular  attendant  of  the  Universalist 
Church. 

(VH)  Lucius  Bowles  Darling,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Darling,  born  Oct. 
3,  1827,  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  married  Nov.  4, 
1847,  Angeline  H.  Armington,  and  six  children 
came  to  bless  the  marriage,  as  follows : ( i ) Mary 
Evelyn  married  John  G.  Jefiferds,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  where  she  died  the  mother  of  Alice  D.  (who 
married  James  Linton,  Jr.,  of  Pawtucket),  Blanche 
Ada  (who  married  William  H.  Cunningham,  and 
resides  in  Worcester,  Mass.),  Florence  Evelyn  (who 
married  Dr.  J.  L.  Wheaton,  Jr.,  of  Pawtucket), 
Angeline  and  John  G.,  Jr.  (2)  Ada  E.  married 
George  A.  Carpenter,  of  Pawtucket  and  now  of 
California,  and  had  two  children,  Fanny  D.  (de- 
ceased) and  Jennie  D.  (3)  Lovinia  married  Charles 
A.  Fales,  of  Pawtucket,  and  now  of  Barre,  Mass. 

(4)  Ira  C.  married  Louise  McCloy,  of  Chicago 
(where  she  still  resides),  and  died  in  Pawtucket 
in  1891,  aged  thirty-two  years,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Bessie  E.  (now  Mrs.  Elmyr  Laughlin,  of 
Oregon,  111.),  Carrie  L.  (now  Mrs.  Henderson  D. 
Graff,  of  Chicago),  and  Ira  C.,  Jr.  (of  West 
Pullman,  111.,  married  to  Agatha  Louise  Birkoff). 

(5)  Lucius  Bowles,  Jr.,  mentioned  below.  (6) 
Byron  died  in  infancy. 

The  son  of  a Massachusetts  farmer  and  one 
of  a good  practical  turn  of  mind  young  Lucius 
Bowles  Darling,  the  future  successful  business  man, 
banker  and  capitalist  and  lieutenant-governor, 
passed  his  boyhood  on  a New  England  farm,  as- 
sisting with  the  farm  work  in  season  and  in  at- 
tendance at  the  neighborhood  school  through  the 
winters.  On  reaching  manhood,  however,  his 
tastes  and  ambition  prompted  efforts  in  another 
direction,  in  a larger  field,  for  which  his  early  prac- 
tical training  well  fitted  him.  After  attaining  his 
twenty-second  year,  abandoning  farming  he  took 
a trip  to  Providence  in  search  of  employment,  and 
in  1850  located  in  North  Providence,  that  part 
which  later  became  Pawtucket,  engaging,  first,  in 
a small  way  in  the  slaughtering  of  beef  and  other 
animals  for  the  retail  trade,  devising  means  as  time 
passed  for  the  utilization  of  every  part  of  the  ani- 
mals slaughtered.  This  was  an  abattoir  at  a point 
known  as  Mineral  Springs.  He  studied  out  the 
problem  as  it  were  for  the  utilization  of  every  por- 
tion of  the  animal,  so  that  nothing  was  wasted,  and 
as  time  sped  on  he  planned  for  larger  business, 
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investing  his  earnings  in  increased  facilities.  New 
methods  were  created,  details  perfected,  improve- 
ments made  and  with  the  passing  of  the  years 
through  his  ability,  energy  and  efforts  the  outcome 
was  that  a great  fertilizer  plant  stands  as  a monu- 
ment to  his  ingenuity,  enterprise  and  great  busi- 
ness foresight.  The  meat  was  sold,  the  tallow  was 
rendered,'  tripe  was  prepared  and  all  refuse  was 
converted  into  fertilizing  material.  Discovering  in 
time  that  the  preparation  of  fertilizers  proved  the 
most  profitable,  and  the  butchering  the  least,  the 
latter  was  discontinued  and  his  efforts  confined  to 
the  preparation  of  fertilizers  and  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  business.  It  was  in  1865  that  Mr. 
Darling  first  began  to  grind  bones  and  some  time 
later  to  market  his  product,  since  which  time  the 
manufacturing  of  high  grade  fertilizers  has  been 
the  leading  specialty,  yet  there  are  produced  at  the 
plant  tallow,  tripe,  pigs’  feet,  neats-foot  oil,  and 
other  resultants  of  animal  carcasses. 

In  1869  Mr.  Darling’s  brother,  Lyman  M.  Dar- 
ling, became  an  employe  in  the  business,  and  in  1874 
was  admitted  as  a partner,  the  firm  then  becoming 
L.  B.  Darling  & Co.,  and  in  1881  Mr.  L.  B.  Darling’s 
two  sons,  Ira  C.  and  Lucius  B.,  Jr.,  became  mem- 
bers of  the  firm.  The  business  had  so  increased  that 
in  1881,  a branch  house  was  established  at  Chicago 
under  the  name  of  Ira  C.  Darling  & Co.  This  course 
was  taken  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of  cattle  and 
other  supplies.  This  branch,  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ira  C.  Darling,  July  21,  1891,  was  incorporated  un- 
der the  name  of  Darling  & Company. 

In  March,  1884,  the  Pawtucket  business  was  in- 
corporated under  the  name  of  the  L.  B.  Darling 
hertilizer  Company.  The  plant,  located  at  Mineral 
Springs,  on  the  western  border  of  the  city  of  Paw- 
tucket, consists  of  an  extensive  group  of  buildings, 
covering  six  and  one-half  acres  of  land.  Here  are 
made  annually  30,000  tons  of  fertilizers,  besides 
large  quantities  of  other  products,  and  the  raw 
materials  used  amount  to  about  10,000,000  pounds 
annually.  The  products  of  the  establishment  go  to 
the  markets  of  the  world. 

As  the  years  passed  and  as  his  great  business 
prospered,  and  as  he  himself  grew  in  experience 
and  broadened,  IVIr.  Darling’s  services  became  valu- 
able to  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  out  into 
the  State  extended  his  influence,  so  that  the  impress 
of  his  strong  personality  was  felt.  He  was  one  of  the 
originators,  and  for  many  years  a director  in  the 
Pawtucket  Street  Railway.  In  1880  he  erected  the 
Music  Hall  Building,  which  when  completed  was 
the  largest  and  finest  structure  in  the  center  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  it  was  the  first  notable  public  improve- 
ment in  the  city.  For  many  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Darling  was  presi- 
dent of  the  L.  B.  Darling  Fertilizer  Company ; of 
the  Pacific  National  Bank,  a relation  he  had  sus- 
tained to  that  institution  for  twenty  years ; of  the 
Pawtucket  Gas  Company,  a position  he  had  held 
since  1880;  and  of  the  Swan  Point  Cemetery  Com- 


pany, having  sustained  such  relation  to  it  from  1879. 
He  was  also  a trustee  in  the  Pawtucket  Institution 
for  Savings,  and  a director  in  the  Pawtucket  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  of  Darling  & Co.,  of 
Chicago. 

Mr.  Darling’s  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Republican  party,  and.  extensive  as  was  his  private 
business  and  personal  affairs  he  found  time  to  de- 
vote to  the  service  of  his  fellow  citizens,  serving 
them  cheerfully  in  advice  and  counsel  and  in  official 
relations  from  town  councilman  to  that  of  lieuten- 
ant-governor of  the  State,  filling  the  latter  office 
from  1885  to  1887,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  George  Peabody  Wetmore.  His  service 
as  councilman  was  in  1861-63  M North  Providence. 
He,  too,  was  for  a number  of  years  a member  of 
the  school  committee  and  for  some  fifteen  years 
he  was  water  commissioner  of  the  town  and  city 
of  Pawtucket.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  a 
director  of  the  State  Home  and  School.  He  was 
appointed,  in  1881,  by  Governor  Littlefield,  harbor 
commissioner  and  re-appointed  in  1883  by  Gov- 
ernor Bourn.  It  was  not  his  choice  or  desire  to  fill 
public  station,  but  he  yielded  to  the  solicitation  of 
his  friends,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  business  from 
a sense  of  duty.  He  was  especially  interested  in 
the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  in  the  movement 
toward  the  Soldiers’  Monument.  He  assisted  Tower 
Post,  No.  17,  G.  A.  R.,  in  various  ways,  on  one  oc- 
casion presenting  it  a handsome  memorial  volume. 

Governor  Darling  was  truly  a self-made  man, 
the  architect  of  his  splendid  career  and  fortune. 
His  life  was  one  of  usefulness  to  his  community 
and  his  State,  giving  unstintedly  of  his  time  to 
others.  He  was  a man  of  large  caliber,  one  of 
clear  judgment,  of  manly  courage  and  of  positive 
convictions.  He  possessed  a good  business  mind, 
had  large  executive  ability  and  was  safe  and  con- 
servative in  counsel.  He  was  well  versed  in  the 
principles  of  good  government  and  he  filled  all  pub- 
lic stations  with  rare  good  judgment  evidencing 
not  only  a good  business  mind,  but  one  of  states- 
manship. His  impulses  were  noble,  kindly.  He 
was  of  a pleasing  address,  courteous  in  manner  and 
dignified  in  bearing.  He  was  a man  with  a high 
sense  of  honor,  one  of  character.  His  extensive 
traveling  both  in  this  country  and  abroad  greatly 
broadened  him  and  in  his  handsome  home  on  Wal- 
cott street  are  evidences  of  his  culture. 

Governor  Darling  died  at  his  home  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  Jan.  3,  1896,  and  the  funeral,  which  was  held 
from  his  late  home,  was  largely  attended,  there  being 
present  a large  number  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  State,  among  whom  were  former  United 
States  Senator  Jonathan  Chase,  former  Governor 
John  W.  Davis,  former  Governor  Royal  C.  Taft. 
The  interment  was  at  Swan  Point  Cemetery;  Provi- 
dence. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  death  the  Pawtucket 
Ez’cning  Post  said  in  part:  “Not  only  the  city  of 
Pawtucket,  but  the  entire  State  of  Rhode  Island  has 
suffered  an  almost  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 


I 


RHODE  ISLAND 


315 


•x-Lieut.-Gov.  Lucius  B.  Darling,  who  passed  away 
t his  home  last  evening.  Mr.  Darling  has  been 
)ro'minently  and  actively  connected  with  the  growth 
i)f  Pawtucket,  and  was  closely  identified  with  her 
jreat  public  improvements.  * * * He  was  a 

■generous,  kind-hearted  gentleman,  and  was  re- 
pected  by  every  one  with  whom  he  came  in  contact, 
de  has  done  much  for  Pawtucket  and  Pawtucket 
incerely  mourns  his  loss.” 

Appropriate  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Gover- 
iior  Darling  were  passed  by  various  institutions  with 
vhich  he  was  connected,  notably  the  Pawtucket  Gas 
I'ompany  and  the  Paeific  National  Bank  of  Paw- 
ucket,  some  of  the  more  striking  text  of  the  latter 
leing  in  substance ; “That  he  had  been  a direetor 
i the  bank  from  its  re-organization  in  1866  and 
;s  president  from  January,  1871 ; and  that  these 
■fficial  duties  had  been  performed  with  marked 
bility  and  success ; that  he  brought  to  their  dis- 
harge  sterling  integrity,  unusual  intelligence,  large 
usiness  experience,  sound  judgment  and  the  most 
onscientious  and  careful  attention  to  every  detail 
f administration ; that  his  conclusions  in  matters 
f business  were  reached  after  mature  deliberation, 
nd  that  while  he  adhered  to  them  with  tenacity  he 
/as  considerate  of  the  opinions  of  his  associates 
nd  his  genial  good  liature  being  always  present 
jecured  and  retained  our  fullest  confidence  and  re- 
ard.” 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Paw- 
jucket  Gas  Company,  held  on  Monday,  Jan.  6, 
896,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
dopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  board  express 
heir  heartfelt  sorrow  at  the  sudden  removal  by  death  of 
heir  late  associate  and  President,  Hon.  Lucius  Bowles 
iiarling. 

' Resolved,  That  in  his  departure  we  mourn  the  loss  of 
} sincere  friend,  a faithful  and  efficient  officer  and  re- 
bected  citizen  and  that  our  intimate  relations  with  him 
or  many  years  make  it  proper  that  we  should  record  our 
,igh  appreciation  of  his  character  and  services. 

! Resolved,  That  the  death  of  a man  so  long  connected 
jith  the  business  interests  of  this  city,  and  so  identified 
, ith  every  patriotic  and  benevolent  enterprise  for  the  wel- 
are  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is  a great  loss  to  their  com- 
liunity  as  well  as  to  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

I Resolved,  That  as  a mark  of  respect  fpr  our  honored 
jresident,  the  directors  will  attend  his  funeral,  and  that 
jiese  resolutions  be  entered  upon  our  record, 
j Resolved,  That  the  secretary  present  a copy  of  these  res- 
jlutions  to  the  family  of  our  departed  friend. 

I Attest:  Edwin  A.  Perrin,  Secretary. 

(VIII)  Lucius  Bowles  Darling  (2),  son  of 
jie  late  Hon.  Lucius  Bowles  and  Angeline  H.  (Arm- 
jigton)  Darling,  born  May  25,  i860,  in  the  town 
if  North  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  Nov.  22,  1881, 
.mma  Jean  Wilkinson,  born  Dec.  16,  1856,  in  Paw- 
icket,  daughter  of  Hon.  Isaac  R.  Wilkinson,  for- 
ler  postmaster  of  Pawtucket  (1887-1892),  and  his 
fife  Eliza  H.  (Arnold),  both  of  whom  are  de- 
:ended  from  early  and  prominent  Rhode  Island 
ncestry,  Mr.  Wilkinson  being  in  the  seventh  gener- 
tion  from  Lawrence  Wilkinson,  the  founder  of  the 
.merican  family,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 


of  Providence.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darling  have  been 
born  two  children : Lucius  Bowles  HI,  born  Sept. 
23,  1894,  who  died  Feb.  27,  1905 ; and  Randolph, 
born  Jan.  3,  1897. 

Mr.  Darling  rerceived  his  elementary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  At  fifteen 
years  of  age,  being  too  young  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Pawtucket  high  school,  he  became  a pupil  of  a pri- 
vate school  in  Foxboro,  Mass.  After  two  years  of 
study  there  he  took  a two-years’  course  at  the  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  School  of  Messrs.  Mowry  and 
Goff  at  Providence.  Thus  fully  equipped  for  busi- 
ness and  having  decided  upon  a business  life,  he 
entered  the  extensive  establishment  of  his  father, 
under  whose  judicious  direction  he  soon  was  made 
•familiar  with  all  its  details.  Apt  in  learning  young 
Darling  soon  became  acquainted  with  the  general 
conduct  of  the  business  and  was  received  as  a part- 
ner in  the  concern  in  1881,  the  firm  being  L.  B.  Dar- 
ling & Co.,  which  in  March,  1884,  became  the  L. 
B.  Darling  Fertilizer  Company,  the  history  of  which 
and  the  business  with  its  details  appear  above  in 
the  sketch  of  the  late  Hon.  Lucius  Bowles  Darling ; 
and  during  these  succeeding  years  up  until  the  death 
of  the  senior  Lucius  B.  Darling,  while  the  latter  was 
the  actual  head  and  executive  officer  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  son  and  his  uncle,  Lyman  M.  Darling,  who 
was  also  a partner,  owing  to  the  busy  life  of  the 
president,  were  the  responsible  managers.  On  the 
death  of  the  executive  officer  in  1896,  the  son  be- 
came president  of  the  corporation,  exhibiting,  too, 
rare  and  unusual  capacity  for  business  for  one  of 
his  years.  This  business  relation  he  sustained  until 
Nov.  I,  1899,  when  the  business  was  sold  to  the 
American  Agricultural  Chemical  Company. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  Chicago  branch  of 
the  business  of  the  corporation,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1881,  after  the  death  of  the  brother  of 
Lucius  B.  Darling  (2),  the  late  Ira  C.  Darling,  July 
21,  1891,  largely  fell  upon  him.  He  himself  passed 
two  years  there  and  has  since  given  its  management 
considerable  of  his  time.  Of  this  branch  of  the 
corporation  he  was  president. 

As  a man  of  business  acumen  and  capabilities, 
as  intimated  above,  Mr.  Darling  ranks  high.  He 
is  keen,  sagacious  and  energetic,  and  of  the  highest 
honor  and  integrity,  traits  of  character  belonging 
to  the  Darling  name.  His  father,  a man  of  excep- 
tional ability  and  distinction,  so  trained  his  son  that 
he  is  worthily  wearing  the  family  name.  Mr.  Dar- 
ling is  a Republican  in  politics,  another  characteris- 
tic of  the  family.  He  attends  the  Park  Place  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  is  prominently  identified 
with  Free  Masonry,  having  reached  the  Thirty- 
second  degree,  holding  membership  in  the  Lodge, 
Chapter,  Council,  Commandery,  Consistory,  and  is 
also  a Mystic  Shriner.  On  the  death  of  his  father 
he  became  a trustee  of  the  Music  Hall  estate,  and 
his  mother  (who  died  in  Pawtucket  March  27, 
1900,)  and  he  were  the  executors  of  the  entire 
estate  of  the  father  and  husband. 

(VH)  Edwin  Darling,  son  of  Samuel  and 
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Margaret  (Smith)  Darling,  born  June  i,  1834,  in 
Bellingham,  Mass.,  married  (first)  Anna,  daughter 
of  Caleb  Adams,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.,  (second) 
in  December,  i860,  Abbie  A.,  daughter  of  Ruel 
Adams,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.,  ‘ and  (third)  Jan. 
17,  1876,  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Cheney  P.  Sheddon, 
of  Sturbridge,  Massachusetts.  To  the  first  mar- 
riage were  born  two  children : Edwin,  Jr.,  who  died 
in  infancy ; and  Samuel  S.,  mentioned  below.  Six 
children  were  born  to  the  second  marriage,  but  all 
are  now  deceased.  To  the  third  marriage  came 
four  children,  as  follows : Mary  Sheddon,  born 
Nov.  2,  1876,  married  Henry  F.  White,  of  Provi- 
dence, now  connected  with  the  Western  Electrical 
Company  in  New  York,  and  they  have  two  sons; 
Henry  Frederick  (born  Dec.  21,  1901),  and  Alden’ 
Darling  (June  23,  1906)  ; Hannah  Corbin,  born 
]\Iay  7,  1878,  is  at  home ; Lyman  Morse,  born  Sept. 
30,  1879,  married  Louella  Fifield,  of  Pawtucket, 
has  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Lovice,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Pawtucket  Furniture  Company;  and 
Helen  Alice,  born  Sept.  30,  1885,  is  at  home. 

In  his  early  years  Mr.  Darling  attended  the 
village  school  and  assisted  in  the  work  on  his 
father’s  farm,  alternating  between  the  two,  but  from 
his  fifteenth  to  his  eighteenth  year  he  obtained  a 
more  advanced  education  at  a private  school.  He 
began  his  business  career  as  a dealer  in  cattle  in 
the  Brighton  and  Providence  markets,  continuing  in 
it  for  a period  of  three  years.  In  1855  he  went  to 
Pawtucket  and  opened  a market  on  North  Main 
street,  near  Main,  in  company  with  his  brother  Ruel 
S.  Darling,  continuing  there  until  i860,  when  he 
opened  the  Eagle  Market  on  East  Avenue,  but  at 
that  time  Pleasant  street,  continuing  business  there 
until  1878,  when  he  retired  from  the  butcher  busi- 
ness to  accept  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
Pawtucket  Water  Works,  a position  he  held  until 
April  I,  1894,  a period  of  over  fifteen  years.  There- 
after until  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business,  his  business  push 
and  enterprise  being  in  a great  measure  responsible 
for  the  rapid  growth  of  Darlington,  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  most  thriving  of  Pawtucket  suburbs. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Pawtucket  Mr. 
Darling  was  a prominent  advocate  of  all  the  im- 
provements which  have  been  conducive  to  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  city.  He  served  as  a member  of  the 
council  of  the  old  town  of  Pawtucket  and  was  one 
of  the  commission  that  erected  the  Exchange  street 
bridge,  one  of  the  most  important  connecting  links 
between  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  Blackstone 
river.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  abolishing  the 
turnpikes  throughout  the  State,  and  was  the  last 
person  to  pay  toll  at  the  toll  house  on  the  Pawtucket 
turnpike,  now  Pawtucket  avenue.  For  two  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  school  committee,  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  which  had  charge  of 
the  erection  of  the  Church  Hill  and  Grove  street 
buildings.  While  a member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  he  labored  faithfully,  in  an  effort  to  secure 


an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  “Red 
Bridge”  and  the  sum  of  $20,000  was  finally  appro- 
priated for  its  erection,  the  structure  taking  the 
place  of  an  old  one  which  had  been  a serious  im- 
pediment to  navigation  and  a source  of  litigation  for 
many  years.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  erect  the  Providence  County  Court 
House,  the  duties  of  which  were  so  satisfactorih 
performed  that  a special  resolution  of  thanks  and 
commendation  was  passed  by  the  Legislature.  He 
was  turnpike  commissioner  from  1871  to  1874,  un- 
til the  office  was  abolished.  He  was  commissioner 
of  diseased  cattle  in  1871,  and  a member  of  the 
commission  which  divided  the  city  of  Providence 
into  ten  wards.  He  served  seven  years  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Legislature,  his  first  year  being  1867,  and 
the  last  1891. 

The  one  enterprise  with  which  Mr.  Darling’s 
name  has  been  more  prominently  associated  than 
any  other  in  the  city  or  State  was  the  Pawtucket 
Water  Works,  which  received  much  earnest  thought 
and  attention  from  him  long  before  its  construction, 
he  being  identified  with  the  undertaking  from  the 
beginning.  The  proposition  to  establish  the  water 
works  met  with  considerable  opposition  at  first,  but 
the  town  by  a close  vote,  finally  decided  to  begin 
the  work,  and  upon  Mr.  DaAing’s  motion  the  sum 
of  $400,000  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  On 
April  I,  1879,  Mr.  Darling  was  elected  a member- of 
the  Water  Commission,  serving  one  year,  with  the 
late  Samuel  S.  Collyer  and  Judge  Isaac  Shove. 
During  the  term  of  office  of  this  board  the  works 
were  completed,  according  to  the  original  plan,  and 
a board  of  water  commissioners  consisting  of  Ed- 
win A.  Grout,  Robert  D.  Mason  and  Lucius  B. 
Darling,  a brother  of  Edwin,  was  appointed  to  care 
for  the  works. 

It  was  shortly  after  this  that  Mr.  Darling  was 
chosen  as  superintendent  of  the  Water  Works,  and 
during  his  term  of  office  many  improvements  were 
made,  the  erection  of  No.  2 and  No.  3 pumping 
stations  being  made  necessary  bj  the  increased  de- 
mand upon  the  system,  which  began  to  supply  the 
town  of  East  Providence  in  1880,  the  towns  of 
Cumberland  and  Lincoln  in  1881  and  Berkley  and 
Ashton  in  1884.  The  great  storage  reservoir  at 
Diamond  Hill,  which  undoubtedly  is  one  of  the 
greatest  water  supplies  in  the  country,  and  the  dam 
at  Happy  Hollow  were  the  improvements  which, 
in  addition  to  the  two  pumping  stations,  were 
erected  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Dar- 
ling, who  drafted  the  original  outline  of  construc- 
tion of  each.  His  success  with  the  water  works 
system  of  Pawtucket  was  universally  recognized  by 
associations  and  scientific  publications  throughout 
the  country,  and  in  consequence  he  prepared  and 
read  many  valuable  and  interesting  papers  on  the 
construction  and  management  of  water  works  sys- 
tems before  the  American  and  New  England  Water 
Works  Associations.  He  was  also  often  consulted 
bv  engineers  and  commissions  from  other  States. 
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Upon  his  retirement  in  April,  1894,  Mr.  Darling 
was  presented  with  a gold  watch  and  chain  by  the 
citizens  and  Knight  Templar’s  charm  by  the  water 
commissioners,  the  presentation  speeches  being 
made  by  former  Mayor  James  Brown  and  Gen. 
■Olney  Arnold. 

In  his  younger  life  Mr.  Darling  was  a member 
of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  serving  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  years.  He  was  the  last  foreman  of 
the  “Old  Hay  Cart”  while  the  machine  was  in  active 
service,  and  the  first  foreman  of  the  Steamer  Rhode 
Island  No.  I.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  militia, 
serving  as  commissary  sergeant  of  the  Pawtucket 
Horse  Guards,  for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Darling  in  his  political  views  was  always 
a stanch  Republican,  his  last  active  service  being  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  1897.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had.  been  a Free  Mason 
for  thirty-eight  years,  being  connected  with  Union 
Lodge,  No.  10;  Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No. 
4;  and  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8,  Knights 
Templar.  For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  he 
was  a regular  attendant  of  the  Pawtucket  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  was  a member  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Business  Men’s  Association,  and  a member 
of  its  executive  committee  for  many  years.  He  also 
belonged  to  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  of  Honor.  He  was  domestic  in  his 
habits,  and  while  of  genial  and  social  nature  en- 
joyed best  to  meet  his  friends  in  his  own  home. 

Mr.  Darling  died  suddenly  at  his  home  on  Cot- 
tage street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Sept.  30,  1898,  and 
on  this  occasion  said  the  Pazvtiicket  Gazette  and 
Chronicle : “Edwin  Darling  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  his  host  of  friends  and  acquaintances  here  and 
elsewhere.  His  individuality  is  stamped  on  the 
town  which  had  been  his  home  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  and  the  credit  due  him  for  his  labors  in 
behalf  of  this  community  will  not  lessen  as  the  years 
come  and  go.  His  plans  in  public  matters  were  not 
always  like  those  of  other  men,  but  time  has  proven 
the  wisdom  of  his  views  in  the  matter  of  municipal 
improvements.  His  name  is  fitly  placed  with  those 
of  other  men  whose  works  redounded  to  their  credit 
and  to  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  Pawtucket.” 

(VHI)  Samuel  S.  Darling,  son  of  the  late 
Edwin  and  Anna  (Adams)  Darling,  was  born  June 
25,  1859,  Pawtucket,  and  he  began  his  early 
educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  after  which  he  took  a business  course  at 
Scholfield’s  Business  College,  at  Providence.  Leav- 
ing the  latter  institution  he  at  once  became  em- 
ployed in  the  meat  and  provision  market  conducted 
by  his  father,  continuing  there  until  1878,  when  his 
father  sold  out  the  business.  The  father  became 
superintendent  of  the  Pawtucket  Water  Works,  and 
his  son  went  to  work  under  him,  two  years  later  be- 
coming superintendent  of  construction  for  the  Water 
Works,  and  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  June 
I,  1899,  when  he  resigned.  In  company  with  his 
brother  Lyman  M.,  he  founded  the  Darlington  Coal 
Company,  which  comprised  the  heirs  of  the  late 


Edwin  Darling.  This  business  was  continued  until 
April  I,  1903,  when  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Darling  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  the  others  in  the  business, 
and  until  Jan.  i,  1905,  he  carried  it  on  alone,  at  that 
date,  however,  selling  out  to  Olney  & Payne  Broth- 
ers, coal  dealers  of  Pawtucket.  He  worked  as  man- 
ager for  his  successors  for  six  months.  The  fol- 
lowing December  he  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
John  R.  White  & Son,  Inc.,  coal  dealers  of  Provi- 
dence, S.  S.  Darling  & Son,  agents,  and  again  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  business,  constructing  large 
pockets  at  No.  26  John  street,  with  an  office  at  No. 
20  High  street,  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Darling  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Association, 
and  active  in  its  work.  Like  his  honored  father  he 
is  a Republican  in  political  principle,  but  he  has 
never  aspired  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  pub- 
lic office.  He  attends  Park  Place  Congregational 
Church. 

On  Jan.  28,  1878,  Mr.  Darling  was  married  in 
Pawtucket  to  Miss  Clara  J.  Manchester,  of  Paw- 
tucket, daughter  of  Albert  Manchester,  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.  Seven  children  came  to  bless  this 
union,  namely : Anna  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years ; Howard  W.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  with  his  father,  and  who  married 
May  Blackman,  of  Pawtucket,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Anna;  Grace  L.,  who  married  Charles  Wood- 
head,  of  Pawtucket,  and  has  one  son,  Lawrence  A. ; 
Ella  M.,  who  died  aged  seven  years;  Ethel  and 
Edwin  H,  at  home;  and  Marjorie  A.,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

WILLIAM  HOLMES  CONGDON,  manager 
of  the  loan  department  of  the  Providence  Institu- 
tion of  Savings,  and  treasurer  of  the  Oak  Lawn 
L ree  Public  Library  Association,  is  a member  of  an 
old  and  honored  family,  and  is  descended  from  Ben- 
jamin Congdon. 

(I)  Benjamin  Congdon,  born  about  1650,  is 
of  record  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1671,  on  Sep- 
tember 20th  of  which  year  he  bought  230  acres  of 
land  in  Narragansett,  Kings  Town,  but  he  did  not 
remove  thither  for  some  years.  He  was  a freeman 
in  1677.  In  1683  he  called  himself  late  of  Ports- 
mouth and  a planter.  He  was  one  of  the  eighteen 
purchasers  of  7,000  acres  of  vacant  lands  in  NHrra- 
gansett  in  1710.  He  married  Elizabeth  Albro, 
daughter  of  John  and  Dorothy  Albro.  She  died 
Nov.  15,  1720,  and  he  passed  away  June  17,  1718. 
Their  children  were:  William,  Benjamin,  John, 
James,  Elizabeth  and  Susannah.  Of  these  William 
was  of  South  Kingstown ; Benjamin  and  John,  of 
North  Kingstown ; and  James,  of  Kingstown, 
Providence  and  Charlestown.  From  these  have 
come  a worthy  race  of  people,  many  hav- 
ing remained  from  generation  to  generation  in  the 
various  towns  of  the  State,  and  those  yet  here  are 
representative  Rhode  Islanders. 

It  is  a family  tradition  that  Benjamin  Congdon 
was  born  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales,  near  St.  Da- 
vid’s ; that  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  brother 
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John;  and  that  their  father’s  name  was  John,  and 
that  their  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke. 

(II)  James  Congdon,  born  April  19,  1686,  re- 
sided in  Kingstown,  Providence  and  Charlestown. 
He  was  made  a freeman  in  1720;  was  a member  of 
the  town  council  1731,  1732,  1733,  1734,  1747  and 
1748;  moderator,  1745  and  1755;  deputy,  1745,1747, 
1748,  1749  and  1750;  ratemaker,i746  and  1748.  His 
death  occurred  Sept.  27,  1757.  He  was  three  times 
married.  By  his  first  wife,  Margaret  Eldred, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Knowles)  Eldred, 
he  had  nine  children:  James,  Penelope,  Benjamin, 
Samuel,  William,  John,  Elizabeth,  Martha  and  Mar- 
garet. On  Nov.  15,  1739,  he  married  (second) 
Dorcas  Westcott,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Be- 
thiah  (Gardiner)  Westcott,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren: Ephraim,  Dorcas  and  Joseph.  His  third 
wife,  Mary  Hoxsie,  widow  of  Joseph  Hoxsie  and 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Deborah  Taylor,  bore  him 
one  son  and  two  daughters,  Robert,  Susanna  and 
Phebe.  1 | 1 

(HI)  Benjamin  Congdon,  son  of  James,  was 
born  in  1711.  He  married  Barbara,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Williams,  granddaughter  of  Joseph  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams. 

(IV)  James  Congdon,  son  of  Benjamin,  mar- 
ried July  23,  1777,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Henry 
Nichols,  and  their  children  were:  John  Reynolds, 
born  Dec.  28,  1778,  married  Oct.  2,  1796,  Ruth 
Gardiner;  Henry  Nichols,  born  Dec.  28,  1780; 
Samuel  Dyer,  born  April  30,  1783,  married  July 
21,  1805,  Amey  Essex;  Abigail,  born  Oct.  17,  1785; 
James,  born  Dec.  26,  1788;  Mary,  born  May  3, 
1791 ; Joseph,  born  Jan.  i,  1793 ; Tabitha,  born  July 
21,  1796;  George  Nichols,  born  Sept,  ii,  1798;  and 
Archibald,  born  Sept.  28,  1800. 

(V)  George  Nichols  Congdon,  son  of  James, 
born  Sept,  ii,  1798,  married  July  ii,  1819,  Mary 
Slocum,  born  Feb.  27,  1797,  daughter  of  Captain 
Eleazer  and  Sarah  (Crandall)  Slocum,  of  Exeter. 
She  died  in  1837,  the  mother  of  Sarah,  Abigail  and 
Eleazer  Slocum. 

(VI)  Eleezer  Slocum  Congdon,  son  of  George 
Nichols,  was  born  in  January,  1823,  in  Exeter, 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood,  as  well  as  with  an 
uncle  in  Chepachet.  He  was  married  by  Elder  Wil- 
lett, in  North  Kingstown,  to  Sarah  Gardiner  Ar- 
nold, born  May  15,  1826,  died  July  27,  1904,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Wait  Arnold,  born  April  17,  1777. 
About  two  years  after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cong- 
don removed  to  the  Rivulet  farm  in  Cranston.  The 
children  born  to  them  were:  Abby  Frances,  born 
Jan.  18,  1849,  married  Thomas  Hale  Barton ; George 
Edgar  died  in  infancy ; Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July 
9,  1852,  married  (first)  James  H.  Hiscox,  and  mar- 
ried (second)  Cortland  G.  Stanton,  of  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  and  died  in  1907;  George  Edgar  (2),  born 
Oct.  4,  1853,  married  Emma  Yeaw,  and  had  two 
children,  George  E.,  Jr.  (who  married  Georgianna 
Field,  and  had  one  daughter  Dorothy  May,  born 
Dec.  14,  1905)  and  Abbie  May  (who  married  Harry 


T.  Bodwell)  ; Jennison  Eleazer,  born  Jan.  7,  18561 
for  six  years  manager  of  Swift  Bros.,  at  Woon; 
socket,  and  for  fourteen  years  superintendent  ol 
the  City  Stables,  Providence,  married  Mary  Cas(' 
Tourtellotte,  and  has  had  three  diildren,  Lillian  Mer-I 
tilla,  and  Willie  and  Arthur,  who  died  young 
Charles  Howard,  born  Feb.  21,  1858,  conducts  aj 
boarding  stable  at  Harlem,  N.  Y. ; William  Holmes; 
born  May  14,  1863 ; and  Alfred  Bertrand,  born  Dec' 
18,  1868,  is  a dealer  in  horses  and  cattle. 

(VH)  George  Edgar  Congdon  was  bom  or 
the  Rivulet  farm  in  Cranston,  Oct.  4,  1853,  and  at-' 
tended  school  in  that  town.  With  his  father  he 
was  in  the  Planet  street  stable  in  Providence  and; 
Narragansett  Pier,  and  in  1875  engaged  in  the  cat- 
tle and  horse  dealing  business  at  Knightsville.  He 
was  a salesman  for  Swift  Brothers  for  fifteen  years, j 
and  for  the  Armour  Packing  Company  for  fivej 
years,  and  with  J.  F.  Comstock  & Sons  Company,] 
for  a like  period,  but  in  1901  he  re-engaged  in  thej 
horse  and  cattle  business  at  Knightsville,  where  hei 
has  since  continued. 

(VH)  William  Holmes  Congdon  was  born  May' 
14,  1863,  and  he  received  his  education  in  the  public| 
schools  and  in  Mowry  & Goff’s  English  and  Classi-j 
cal  School  in  Providence.  On  Jan.  ii,  1884,  he  be- 1 
came  a clerk  in  the  Providence  Institution  for  Sav-' 
ings,  and  he  has  been  promoted  from  position  to 
position  until  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  loan! 
department.  Mr.  Congdon  is  a member  of  the  Oak' 
Lawn  Baptist  Church,  and  treasurer  of  the  Oak  ’ 
Lawn  Free  Public  Library  Association,  having  held  ', 
that  position  since  its  organization.  j 

On  April  27,  1886,  William  Holmes  Congdon ; 
and  Gertrude  Isabelle  Barker,  daughter  of  Joseph  ; 
A.  Barker,  were  united  in  marriage.  To  them  have ! 
been  born  these  children : Harold  Barker,  born 
Dec.  28,  1887;  Elizabeth,  March  24,  1890;  William 
H.,  Jr.,  Feb.  3,  1894;  and  Arthur  Barton,  Feb.  9, 
1900. 

MATTESON.  This  name  is  an  old  one  in  ■ 
Riiode  Island  and  in  several  of  the  towns  in  Kent  j 
county,  where  in  one  of  the  towns — East  Greenwich  ! 
— is  of  record  one  Henry  Matteson  as  early  as  1648. 
The  name  has  since  been  continuous  in  that  locality, 
where  lived  the  settler  (who  served  his  town  as 
deputy  to  the  General  Court)  and  his  children  and 
grandchildren. 

For  fifty  and  more  years  descendants,  it  is  as- 
sumed, of  this  Henry  Matteson  and  his  wife  Hannah 
(Parsons),  in  the  persons  of  the  late  Hon.  Asahel 
Matteson,  a native  of  West  Greenwich  and  long  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Coventry,  and  his  son,  Hon.  | 
Charles  Matteson,  lawyer  and  jurist,  formerly  Chief  ■ 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of  Rhode  Island,  and  1 
a resident  of  Providence,  have  played  a conspicuous  1 
part  respectively  in  their  communities  and  in  the 
State.  It  is  of  these  men  it  is  the  purpose  of  this 
article  to  deal  in  brief. 

Asahel  Matteson,  a son  of  Reuben  and  Esther 
(Burleson),  was  born  July  10,  1811,  in  West  Green- 
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wich,  and  in  the  country  schools  of  his  neighbor- 
hood received  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  the  home  reading  and  study- 
ing of  such  books  as  were  within  his  reach  in  his 
boyhood.  He  had  made  such  use  of  his  time  and 
talents  by  the  time  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
as  to  be  able  to  assume  the  duties  of  a school 
teacher.  Though  teaching  some  he  continued  to 
work  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  old,  at  which  age  he  began  a business  ca- 
reer as  a merchant,  opening  a store  at  Escoheag 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  West  Greenwich.  Three  years 
later  he  changed  his  base,  removing  to  Rice  City,  in 
the  town  of  Coventry,  where  he  continued  as  a mer- 
chant for  three  years,  then  removing  to  the  city  of 
Providence.  Here  he  formed  a partnership  with  his 
brother,  Archibald  Matteson.  After  an  association 
together  in  business  of  three  years  Archibald  Matte- 
son  died,  and  Asahel  removed  to  Centreville,  in  the 
town  of  Warwick.  Associating  himself  with  Jacob 
Lewis  Mr.  Matteson  continued  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits there  until  1848,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  he 
located  in  Anthony,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  life’s  labors  closed.  At  Anthony  he  was  also 
occupied  as  a merchant,  first  as  a clerk  for  the  Cov- 
entry Company,  then  as  a co-partner  in  it,  and  still 
later  was  associated  in  business  with  others. 

Mr.  Matteson’s  business  career  was  one  of  con- 
siderable length  and  of  success.  He  served  as  a 
director  in  the  Coventry  Bank  from  its  organiza- 
tion, in  1850,  until  its  re-organization  as  a national 
bank,  in  1865,  and  in  the  latter  from  that  time  until 
it  ceased  to  do  business,  in  1885.  From  1869  to  1874 
he  was  president  of  the  Coventry  National  Bank 
and  its  cashier  from  1874  to  1877;  and  again  its 
president  from  1877  to  1885.  He  was  a director 
in  the  Coventry  Savings  Bank  from  its  organiza- 
tion in  1872  till  its  close  in  1887;  and  its  treasurer 
from  1874  till  1877. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Matteson  were 
with  the  Republican  party,  he  having  acted  with 
that  party  from  its  organization.  Although  never 
ambitious  for  political  preferment,  he  at  times,  when 
the  strength  of  his  convictions  made  his  duty  plain 
to  him,  consented  to  become  the  candidate  of  his 
party  and  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  in  which 
he  served  in  1877-78,  and  in  that  body,  as  is  recalled 
by  his  former  colleague,  he  was  distinguished  by  his 
wise  counsel  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

On  Feb.  i,  1837,  Mr.  Matteson  was  married  to 
Julia  M.  Johnson,  who  survived  him  with  two 
daug’nters  and  one  son:  Amy,  born  Nov.  24,  1842, 
who  died  July  ii,  1905  ; Flla  J.,  of  Coventry,  R.  I. ; 
and  Hon.  Charles  Matteson,  until  recently  Chief 
Justice  of  the-  Supreme  court  of  Rhode  Island. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Matteson’s  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  9,  1890,  it  was  written  of  him  that 
“he  was  a man  of  blameless  life  and  conversation, 
and  the  courtly  dignity  ot  his  carriage  and  suavity 
of  his  manners  were  prominent  characteristics.  His 
early  habits  of  frugality  and  industry  continued 


through  his  long  business  career.  These,  combined 
with  entire  honesty  and  rare  good  judgment  in  his 
dealings,  established  his  reputation  as  a successful 
and  sagacious  business  man,  and  enabled  him  to 
acquire  a handsome  competence.  Possessed  of  a 
mind  of  more  than  ordinary  vigor  and  exceptionally 
unclouded  with  passion  or  prejudice,  he  added  to  it 
a spirit  of  candor  and  common  sense  which  made 
his  opinions  in  social,  political  and  economical  mat- 
ters often  quoted  and  always  respected.  He  was  in 
the  best  sense  a valuable  man,  not  easily  swerved 
from  his  deliberate  convictions  and  purposes,  but 
conservative  and  sober  in  his  judgments. 

“The  conduct  of  his  business  brought  Mr.  Matte- 
son into  frequent  association  with  a wide  circle  of 
friends  and  neighbors,  by  whom  he  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  a good  citizen,  an  honest  man  and  a 
valued  friend.  To  the  many  fiduciary  relations 
which  he  assumed  at  the  request  of  his  associates 
he  brought  the  same  scrupulous  and  exact  methods 
with  which  he  conducted  his  own  afifairs  and  earned 
the  gratitude  of  all  whom  he  served.” 

Judge  Charles  Matteson,  son  of  Asahel,  was 
born  March  21,  1840,  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  R. 
I.  He  attended  a private  school  at  Providence,  then 
for  a time  the  Providence  Conference  Seminary, 
in  East  Greenwich.  Following  this  for  a period  of 
two  years  he  was  a clerk  in  his  father’s  store.  After 
this  experience  he  again  attended  for  a time  the 
Greenwich  Seminary.  He  began  in  1856  a prepara- 
tory course  of  studies  in  the  University  Grammar 
School  at  Providence,  and  in  1857  entered  Brown 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1861. 
Having  decided  upon  the  law  as  a profession  he, 
after  his  graduation  from  Brown,  was  a law  stu- 
dent for  a year  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Wingate  Hayes, 
then  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  next,  during  1862  and 

1863,  a law  student  at  the  Harvard  Law  School.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  January, 

1864,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  alone, 
in  Providence.  One  year  later  Air.  Matteson  be- 
came associated  in  the  practice  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, Wingate  Hayes,  the  firm  name  being  Hayes 
& Matteson.  These  relations  continued  until  1871, 
when  in  July  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr. 
Matteson  retiring  and  devoting  himself  especially  to 
corporation  practice.  He  became  the  attorney  and 
counsel  for  various  corporations  and  later  served 
as  a director  and  trustee  of  a number  of  corporate 
concerns.  He  is  still  connected,  as  director,  with 
the  Centreville  National  Bank,  and  as  director  and 
trustee  with  many  charitable  associations.  Formerly 
he  was  a trustee  of  the  Dexter  Donation. 

The  fnarked  ability  of  Mr.  Matteson  as  a lawyer, 
his  fidelity  to  important  trusts,  and  his  standing  as 
a man,  led  to  his  election  to  the  Bench  of  the  Su- 
preme court  of  Rhode  Island  in  February,  1875, 
and  his  qualities  as  there  displayed  to  his  promotion 
to  the  Chief  Justiceship,  in  April,  1891,  a relation 
he  sustained  wdth  honor  to  himself  and  with  dignity 
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and  credit  to  the  judiciary  of  the  State  until  May 
29,  1900.  One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines 
to  judge  of  the  man  and  his  influence.  In  June, 
1900,  he  went  to  Europe,  returnfng  in  October, 
1902,  and  in  June,  1904,  he  again  went  abroad,  this 
time  to  Asia. 

On  Aug.  22,  1872,  Judge  Matteson  was  married 
to  Miss  Belle  Himes,  daughter  of  Paul  Himes,  of 
Warwick,  R.  I.  Their  three  children  were  born  as 
follpws : Archibald  Claflin,  Aug.  29,  1873;  George 
Arnold,  Jan.  25,  1875;  and  Paul,  June  17,  1884. 
The  Judge  attends  the  Central  Congregational 
Church  of  Providence.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity, and  of  the  Harvard  Law  School  Association, 
of  which  latter  he  was  at  one  time  vice-president. 

Archibald  Claflin  Matteson,  a leader  among 
the  younger  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  was 
born  in  Providence,  Aug.  29,  1873.  He  attended 
the  famous  English  and  Classical  School  from  1882 
to  1886,  and  from  1886  to  1889  was  a pupil  of  the 
private  schools  of  G.  B.  E.  Hinckley  and  Edward  A. 
Swain.  In  1893  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  from  Brown  University,  where  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity.  His 
law  course  was  pursued  at  the  Harvard  Law  School, 
from  which  he  graduated,  and  continued  in  the  office 
of  William  G.  Roelker.  On  Jan.  i,  1897,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  for  nine  years 
occupied  the  office  at  No.  31  Market  Square,  in 
1906  removing  to  912  Banigan  building.  He  has  a 
large  practice  before  the  Admiralty  courts. 

Mr.  Matteson  has  been  prominent  in  the  mili- 
tary affairs  of  Rhode  Island.  On  Oct.  6,  1897,  he 
was  elected  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  ist 
Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Militia.  From  May  3, 
1898,  to  April  I)  1899,  he  served  as  First  Lieutenant 
in  the  United  States  volunteers  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  At  present  he  is  captain  of  Com- 
pany B,  1st  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  ' National 
Guard.  He  is  a member  of  the  United  States 
Spanish  War  Veterans;  the  University  Club;  the 
Agawam  Hunt  Club;  the  Bristol  Yacht  Club;  the 
Harvard  Law  School  Association ; and  various  offi- 
cers’ associations,  of  active  and  veteran  military 
bodies. 

On  June  20,  1899,  Mr.  Matteson  married,  at 
Columbia,  S.  C.,  Alys,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Alexander  and  Elizabeth  Sherrerd  McCreery,  and 
three  children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely : 
Elizabeth,  born  May  12,  1900;  Frances,  born  May 
9,  1902,  and  Charles,  born  Dec.  23,  1906. 

George  Arnold  Matteson,  M.  D.,  was  bom 
Jan.  25,  1875,  graduated  from  Brown  University 
(where  he  was  a memher  of  the  Delta'  Kappa  Epsi- 
lon) in  1896,  and  later  from  the  Harvard  Medical 
School.  During  two  years  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  he  served  in  the  various  positions  from 
interne  to  acting  superintendent.  He  also  studied 
in  Berlin  and  Vienna,  and  is  now  located  for  prac- 
tice at  No.  276  Benefit  street.  Providence. 


PECK  (Barrington  families).  The  Peck  fam- j 
ily  is  ancient  and  numerous  in  New  England,  and 
was  prominent  and  influential  through  the  Colonial  j 
period,  and  as  well  through  the  history  of  a num- } 
ber  of  the  Commonwealths,  which  have  come  out  1 
of  the  older  colonies.  Here  in  Rhode  Island  and  I 
in  that  part  of  Massachusetts  nearby,  they  have  ! 
been  a continuous  family  for  250  and  more  years, 
and  for  200  and  more  years  the  Bristol  county  (R. 
I.)  Pecks  have  been  among  the  large  land  holders 
and  wealthy  men  of  their  several  towns.  ! 

Seekonk,  afterward  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  still  I 
later  Barrington,  R.  L,  was  the  early  home  and  ' 
seat  of  the  Pecks  with  which  this  article  deals — the 
Barrington  Pecks.  Their  lands,  obtained  from  the  | 
Indians,  were  a part  of  the  purchase  which  was  ' 
in  the  area  of  country  now  partly  Swansea,  Reho-  , 
both,  Bristol,  Warren  and  Barrington.  Joseph  i 
Peck,  the  emigrant  settler,  while  at  Hingham, 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  a num- 
ber of  times  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
business  of  the  town,  was  selectman,  justice  of  the  ^ 
peace,  etc.,  and  on  his  removal  to  Seekonk  his 
name  continually  appears  on  the  records  of  the  ^ 
town  in  the  management  of  its  affairs.  His  Bar- 
rington descendants  have  guarded  well  the  family 
name  and  reputation  and  played  well  their  parts 
in  active  and  progressive  citizenship.  Lieutenant 
and  Deacon  Nathaniel  Peck,  a grandson  of  the 
settler,  too,  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
town,  frequently  honored  with  public  trusts.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolution  not  less  than  nine  of  the  Peck 
name  from  Barrington  entered  the  service  of  their 
country,  among  them  being  several  officers ; and  in  | 
the  late  Civil  war  a number  of  the  name  were  found  j 
in  the  ranks,  some  of  whom  never  returned.  Amos,  | 
Benjamin,  David,  Major  Ebenezer,  Joel,  Lewis,  j 
Major  Nathaniel,  Capt.  Solomon  and  Nicholas 
Peck,  all  of  Barrington,  fought  for  American  Inde-  I 
pendence ; while  Edwin  B.,  Horatio,  John  H.,  and  | 
Noah  A.  Peck  were  among  those  going  from  the  j 
town  in  defence  of  the  Union  in  1861-65.  Among  I 
the  town’s  substantial  men  prominent  in  public  j 
life,  useful  in  citizenship,  may  be  mentioned  Hon. 
Ebenezer  Peck,  who  after  honorable  service  in  the 
Revolution  for  a number  of  years  represented  the 
town  in  the  State  Assemhly,  Joel  Peck,  Sebea  Peck, 
Bela  Peck,  Learned  Peck,  Nathaniel  Peck,  Ellis 
Peck,  Asa  Peck,  Edwin  F.  Peck,  and  his  son, 
Walter  A.  Peck,  and  of  men  still  in  active  life. 
Leander  R.  Peck  (president  of  Asa  Peck  & Co., 
Inc.),  Albert  H.  and  Horace  T.  Peck.  In  the 
following  family  history  and  genealogy  the  Roman 
characters  indicate  generations  from  the  emigrant 
settler.  j 

(I)  Joseph  Peck,  baptized  in  Beccles,  county 
Suffolk,  England,  April  30,  1587,  a son  of  Robert 
and  a descendant  in  the  twenty-first  generation 
from  John  Peck,  of  Belton,  Yorkshire,  settled  at 
Hingham,  Norfolk  county,  England.  He  married 
(first)  May  31,  1617,  Rebecca  Clark.  His  children 
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were:  Anna,  baptized  i\Iarch  12,  1618;  Rebecca, 
May  25,  1620;  Joseph,  Ang.  23,  1623;  John,  about 
1626;  Nicholas,  April  9,  1630  (all  baptized  in  Hing- 
ham,  England)  ; Samuel,  baptized  in  Hingham, 
Mass.,  Feb.  3,  1638-39;  Nathaniel,  Oct.  31,  1641; 
' and  Israel,  IMarch  4,  1644.  The  first  ^Irs.  Peck  died 
in  October,  1637,  and  Air.  Peck  remarried.  He 
died  on  Seekonk  Plain  Dec.  23,  1663. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Peck,  born  in  Hingham, 
Alass.,  where  he  was  baptized  Oct.  31,  1641,  mar- 
ried Deliverance.  Air.  Peck  removed  from  Hing- 
liain  with  his  father  and  family  to  Seekonk,  after- 
ward Rehoboth.  Here  he  settled  upon  the  lands 
given  him  and  his  brother  Israel  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  near  what  is  at 
present  the  residence  of  Leander  R.  Peck.  These 
lands  were  a part  of  those  purchased  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  Osamequin  and  his  son  Wamsetta. 
These  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Poppanomscut, 
alias  Phebe's  Neck,  Sowames  or  Sowamsit,  are  now 
partly  in  Bristol,  Warren,  Swansea,  Rehoboth  and 
Barrington.  The  lands  given  to  Nathaniel  and 
Israel  by  their  father  remained  undivided,  the  most 
of  them  at  least,  until  after  the  son  of  Nathaniel 
became  of  age.  After  the  decease  of  Nathaniel 
they  are  referred  to  as  the  lands  of  Israel  and  the 
heirs  of  Nathaniel,  and  afterwards,  as  the  lands 
of  Nathaniel  and  his  uncle  Israel.  Nathaniel  Peck 
and  his  wife  died  at  an  early  age.  He  was  buried 
Aug.  12,  1676,  and  his  wife.  Deliverance,  Alay  i, 
1675.  He  had  three  children,  and  left  at  his 
decease,  as  appears  by  the  Alassachusetts  Colonial 
records,  two,  a son  and  a daughter.  Two  of  his 
children  were  Nathaniel,  born  July  26,  1670;  and 
Elisha,  born  April  19,  1675,  died  April  30,  1675 
(Swansea  records). 

(III)  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Peck,  born  July  26, 
1670,  married  (first)  Alarch  8,  1695-96,  Christian 
Allen,  of  Swansea;  she  died  June  8,  1702,  and  he 
married  (second)  July  18,  1705,  Judith  Smith,  of 
Rehoboth.  The  second  Airs.  Peck  died  Nov.  10, 
1743.  Air.  Peck  settled  upon  the  lands  left  him 
by  his  father.  He  was  a prominent  man,  and  held 
various  public  offices.  He  is  called  upon  the  records 
for  several  years  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  and  afterward 
Deacon  Nathaniel.  He  died  Aug.  5,  1751.  His 
children  were : Ebenezer,  born  April  24,  1697 ; 
Nathaniel,  July  10,  1699;  Thomas,  Oct.  4,  1700; 
Daniel,  July  28,  1706;  David,  November,  1707; 
Abigail,  July  12,  1709;  Bathsheba,  Jan.  15,  1710-11  ; 

Solomon,  Nov.  ii,  1712; , July  i,  1714;  and 

John,  Feb.  29,  1716. 

(IV)  Solomon  Peck,  born  Nov.  ii,  1712, 
married  Dec.  29,  1737,  Keziah  Barnes.  Air.  P*eck 
settled  upon  a part  of  the  homestead.  He  died 
Dec.  8,  1776.  She  died  July  18,  1792.  Their 
children  were:  Solomon,  born  Oct.  29,  1738; 
Keziah,  Aug.  2,  1740;  Hannah,  Feb.  4,  1743; 
Samuel,  Dec.  30,  1744;  Benjamin,  June  3,  1747; 
Amos,  Alay  i,  1749;  Esther,  Alay  18,  1751 ; Daniel, 
March  24,  1753;  Hannah,  Oct.  17,  1755;  Nathaniel, 
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Dec.  7,  1759;  and  Ebenezer,  Dec.  ii,  1762. 

Five  of  these  sons  were  patriots  of  the  Revolution, 
namely:  Capt.  Solomon  and  Alajor  Ebenezer  Peck, 
whose  records  appear  further  on ; Amos  Peck, 
who  was  a member  of  Capt.  Thomas  Allen’s  Com- 
pany and  appears  on  the  Alarm  at  Bristol  April  i, 
1776,  and  who  also  served  as  a member  of  Capt. 
A'iall  Allen's  Company,  in  1780;  Col.  Benjamin 
Peck,  who  served  in  the  war,  and  bore  the  title 
of  colonel;  and  Major  Nathaniel  Peck,  who  served 
in  Capt.  Samuel  Bosworth’s  Company  of  Ar'illery, 
and  was  one  of  the  guard  appointed  by  Co  . Na- 
than Aliller  June  5,  1777,  to  serve  on  Rumstick  for 
fifteen  days,  and  who  served  on  the  militia  r lard 
of  Barrington  from  April  5 to  Alay  20,  lyyS,  and 
who  still  later  held  a major’s  commission. 

(IV)  David  Peck,  son  of  Lieut.  Nathan  el, 
born  November,  1707,  married  Sept.  20,  17- 4> 
Sarah  Humphrey,  and  settled  upon  a part  of  ' e 
homestead  (occupied  in  1863  by  Sebea  Peck;  h s 
grandson).  David  Peck  died  Alarch  4,  1771.  His 
children  were:  David,  born  Aug.  18,  1746;  Sarah, 
Alarch  19,  1749-50;  John,  Alarch  8,  1751-52;  Ezra, 
July  3,  1748;  Ezra  (2),  Oct.  5,  1753;  Rachel,  Oct. 
20,  1754;  Lewis,  Oct.  18,  1757;  Joel,  Aug.  28,  1759; 
Lewis  (2),  Aug.  30,  1761;  John,  Alay  12,  1763; 
Noah,  Alarch  31,  1765  (who  went  into  A^ermont)  ; 
and  Sarah,  Alarch  7,  1767.  Three  of  these  sons 
served  in  the  Revolution,  namely : David  was  a 
member  of  ,Capt.  Thomas  Allin’s  Company  and 
also  of  Capt.  ATall  Allen’s  Company ; Lewis  Peck 
performed  service  in  militia  guard  of  Barrington 
from  April  5 to  Alay  20,  1778;  and  Joel  Peck’s 
service  appears  further  on. 

(V)  Capt.  Solomon  Peck,  son  of  Solomon, 
born  Oct.  29,  1738,  married  Dec.  8,  1763,  Widow 
Abigail  Barney,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Peck.  Capt. 
Peck  was  a resident  of  Barrington,  R.  1.  (place 
occupied  in  i860  by  his  grandson  Asa  Peck).  Capt. 
Peck  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution.  He  acted 
as  clerk  of  the  Barrington  militia  under  Capt. 
Thomas  Allin  as  early  as  Alarch,  1776.  He  was 
also  clerk  under  Capt.  Viall  Allen  in  1778.  He 
was  sent  as  sergeant  to  warn  the  militia  draft  for 
the  second  division,  to  release  those  on  duty,  to 
appear  at  Col.  Nathaniel  Alartin’s  house,  Satur- 
day, June  21,  1777.  On  Alay  12,  1788,  he  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  the  senior  class  company  of 
militia  of  Bristol  county,  by  Governor  John  Col- 
lins. Capt.  Peck  died  Aug.  22,  1814.  Airs.  Peck 
passed  away  June  16,  1821.  Their  children  were; 
Abigail,  born  Alay  12,  1764;  Keziah,  Sept.  10,  1766; 
Solomon,  Feb.  13,  1769;  Darius,  June  25,  1772; 
Ellis,  Aug.  2,  1774;  and  Bebee,  June  i,  1777. 

(V)  Joel  Peck,  son  of  David,  born  Aug.  28, 
1759,  married  Lucy  Fish,  daughter  of  Daniel  Fish, 
of  Seekonk,  and  settled  upon  the  homestead  of  his 
fathers.  The  old  house  in  which  he  lived  is  still 
standing,  landmark  of  the  early  architecture  of 
the  town  of  Barrington.  During  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  Air.  Peck  was  found  in  the  ranks  ot 
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Barrington  soldiers.  On  June  4,  1777,  he  enlisted 
in  Capt.  Thomas  Allin’s  Company.  Hr.  Peck  died 
Nov.  II,  1833,  and  his  widow,  who  became  a 
United  States  pensioner,  lived  to  the  ninetieth  year 
of  her  age,  dying  March  2,  1864.  Their  children 
were:  Horatio,  born  Dec.  3,  1793;  Elnathan,  Jan, 
27,  1796;  Bela,  Jan.  29,  1798;  Wealthy.  Sept.  22, 
1800;  Sebea,  Jan.  25,  1803;  Fanny,  Sept.  6,  1805; 
Bethia,  Aug.  4,  1808  (married  Benjamin  B.  Med- 
bury)  ; and  Clarissa,  Dec.  13,  1812  (married 
Robert  T.  Smith,  of  Barrington,  son  of  Ebenezer, 
and  was  living  in  1904  in  her  ninety-second  year; 
she  was  a real  daughter  of  the  Revolution  and  had 
a fine  souvenir  spoon  presented  her  by  the  National 
Chapter). 

(V)  Major  Ebenezer  Peck,  son  of  Solomon, 
born  Dec.  ii,  1762,  married  Dec.  2,  1784,  Huldah 
Brbwn,  daughter  of  Amos  Brown,  of  Rehoboth. 
Major  Peck  lived  and  died  in  the  town  of  Barring- 
ton, ’R.  I.  His  dwelling  house  stood  where  Benja- 
min Melverry  was  residing  in  1863,  where  the  late 
Ellis  Peck  subsequently  lived.  He  was  an  ardent 
patriot  and  performed  military  service  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  his  widow  was  a United 
States  pensioner.  He  represented  Barrington  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  from  1810  to 
1815,  inclusive.  Their  children  were:  Nathaniel, 
born  Jan.  16,  1786;  Ebenezer,  Aug.  31,  1787; 
Huldah,  Aug.  3,  1789;  Bebee,  June  18,  1791; 
Benjamin,  July  10,  1793;  Learned,  Oct.  15,  1795; 
and  William  PL,  June  5,  1798. 

(VI)  Ellis  Peck,  son  of  Solomon  (2),  born 
Aug.  2,  1774,  married  (first)  Dec.  10,  1801,  Sarah 
Hill,  daughter  of  David  Hill;  she  died  June  3,  1817, 
and  he  married  (second),  in  March,  1818,  Lucy 
Bliss,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bliss.  IMr.  Peck  was  a 
resident  of  Barrington,  and  died  July  27,  1854. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Peck  died  Dec.  9,  1853.  His  children 
were:  Sarah,  born  Sept.  10,  1802;  Abigail,  March 
29,  1804;  Ellis,  May  ii,  1806;  Hannah  D.,  June  17, 
1810;  Asa,  April  7,  1812;  Hannah,  May  26,  1815; 
and  William  H.,  May  8,  1817. 

(VI)  Bela  Peck,  son  of  Joel,  born  Jan.  29, 
1798,  married  March  18,  1821,  Lemira  A.,  daughter 
of  Ambrose  Peck,  of  Seekonk,  and  they  were  resi- 
dents of  East  Providence,  R.  I.  Their  children 
were:  Alpheus  M.,  born  Dec.  20,  1821 ; Edwin  F., 
Dec.  8,  1823;  Albert  H.,  Jan.  10,  1827;  Susan  A., 
Aug.  29,  1829  (married  George  Bowen  and  lived 
in  Edgewood,  R.  I.)  ; Albert  H.  (2),  June  14,  1833 ; 
Horace  T.,  March  28,  1836  (died  young)  ; Horace 
T.,  April  2,  1839 ; and  Amy  Ann,  March  19,  1842. 

(VII)  Asa  Peck,  son  of  Ellis,  born  April  7, 
1812,  was  a drover  and  cattle  broker.  He  married 
March  4,  1839,  Lucretia  S.  Remington,  daughter 
of  Enoch  Remington,  of  Barrington.  His  children 
were:  Adelaide  Eliza,  born  March  22,  1840  (mar- 
ried George  Lewis  Smith)  ; Leander  Remington, 
Feb.  12,  1843;  George  Asa,  Aug.  22,  1846  (died 
in  that  same  year)  ; Juliet  Lucretia,  Nov.  7,  1848 
(married  IManuel  F.  Seymour)  ; Walter  Asa,  July 


19,  1854;  Ida  Estelle,  Jan.  10,  1857  (married  James! 
S.  Aborn). 

Asa  Peck  was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  in- 
herited from  his  father,  and  which  is  now  owned 
by  his  son  Leander  R.  Descended  from  a long  line 
of  Puritan  ancestors  of  sturdy  character,  he  in- 
herited and  transmitted  to  his  posterity  those  traits 
which  in  his  life  reached  their  fullest  development, 
and  in  posterity  have  produced  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  highest  standing  in  their  various  spheres  of 
activity.  He  received  the  usual  common-school 
education  obtainable  in  those  days,  and  early  in 
life  became  a tiller  of  the  soil,  which  occupation 
he  followed  during  the  whole  of  his  busy  life,  and 
for  many  years  of  it  in  connection  with  his  other 
enterprises.  He  began  the  business  of  buying  cat- 
tle in  the  early  fifties,  and  followed  it  until  the 
formation  of  the  firm  of  Asa  Peck  & Co.,  spoken 
of  elsewhere  in  this  article.  In  the  purchase  of  his 
cattle  he  went  to  Maine,  and  in  the  purchase  of  his ! 
hogs  to  the  State  of  New  York,  the  territory  along  | 
Long  Island  Sound  being  one  of  his  principal  fields,  i 
This  was  at  a time  when  cattle  were  transported  on  1 
foot  and  Mr.  Peck  would  collect  a herd  of  150  or 
thereabouts  and  drive  them  to  Brighton,  Mass., 
where  they  were  disposed  of.  In  this  line  his 
keen  business  instinct  stood  him  in  good  stead,  and 
he  prospered,  so  much  so  that  in  this  occupation 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  what  afterward  came  to 
be  a large  fortune.  In  1866  Mr.  Peck  became  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Asa  Peck  & Co.,  his 
son,  Leander  R.,  being  the  other  partner.  This 
firm  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  handling 
wool  wastes,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Peck  continued  as  a 
member  of  this  firm  until  some  years  before  his 
death. 

In  its  fullest  sense  Mr.  Peck  was  a typical  self- 
made  man.  The  predominant  trait  of  his  character 
was  industry,  combined  with  a pertinacious  adher- 
ence to  the  single  purpose  in  his  business  life.  His 
honesty  is  best  illustrated  by  a saying  of  his  grand- 
son : “Grandfather  would  go  as  far  to  pay  a debt 
as  to  collect  one,  and  while  he  expected  payment 
to  the  last  cent  in  any  debt  due  him  he  was  equally 
insistent  in  the  payment  of  the  last  cent  where 
he  owed  another.”  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Peck, 
making  a liberal  translation  of  the  Motto  upon  the 
Peck  Coat  of  Arms  “Honesty  before  Riches,”  in- 
stilled that  principle  most  thoroughly  into  the 
minds  of  his  children.  While  not  a member  of 
any  church  he  was  probably  a Universalist  in  his 
religious  belief.  He  was  always  interested  in  pub- 
lic affairs  in  the  town  of  Barrington,  but  being  a 
Democrat,  and  his  party  in  the  minority,  he  had 
little  experience  in  public  office.  He  was,  how- 
ever, a member  of  the  town  council  for  many  years, 
and  also  on  the  school  committee  for  some  time. 
Another  of  Mr.  Peck’s  characteristics  was  his 
charity,  which  manifested  itself  in  giving  where 
weary  wayfarer  ever  asked  of  Asa  Peck  a night’s 
help  was  most  needed  and  without  ostentation.  No 
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lodging  and  food  in  vain ; holding  as  he  did  that 
the  unfortunate  were  entitled  to  such  consideration, 
he  gave  wherever  he  could,  and  ungrudgingly.  His 
cheerfulness  and  fondness  for  the  society  of  the 
young  were  also  characteristic.  In  his  wife  he 
found  a helpful  consort,  the  loving  wife,  the  de- 
voted mother,  the  true  and  consistent  friend,  the 
high  Christian  woman,  and  one  who  endeared  her- 
self to  all  by  her  gracious  virtues  of  heart  and 
mind. 

(VIII)  Leander  R.  Peck,  son  of  Asa,  born 
Feb.  12,  1843,  was  educated  in  Barrington,  at  the 
high  school  in  Warren  under  Prof.  Cady,  and  at 
East  Greenwich  Academy.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  came  to  Providence,  Feb.  14,  i860,  and 
took  a clerkship  in  a fancy  dry-goods  and  mil- 
linery store  of  his  uncle,  Jeremiah  S.  Remington, 
remaining  with  him  in  this  capacity  for  three  or 
four  years.  In  1866,  along  with  his  father,  the  firm 
of  Asa  Peck  & Co.  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  and  selling  wool,  wool  waste,  shoddies 
and  fiocks.  At  this  time  this  particular  line  of 
business  was  new  to  Rhode  Island,  and  some  efforts 
to  make  a success  of  it  had  failed.  Mr.  Leander 
R.  Peck,  had,  however,  gained  some  insight  into 
the  business,  and  become  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  idea  that,  properly  conducted,  it  could  be  made 
made  a success.  The  first  year  or  so  of  the  business 
was  experimental,  and  its  success  was  uncertain. 
But  from  the  expiration  of  that  period,  its  success 
became  assured.  The  firm  of  Asa  Peck  & Co.,  the 
oldest  of  the  kind  in  the  State,  long  ago  also  be- 
came the  leading  one,  and  is  such  to-day.  It  is  no 
disparagement  to  anyone  else  connected  with  the 
firm,  in  the  past  or  present,  to  say  that,  perhaps,  to 
]\Ir.  Leander  R.  Peck  more  than  anyone  else  is 
due  its  large  measure  of  success.  He  directed  its 
policy  and  assumed  those  duties  which  were  most 
largely  administrative.  The  members  of  the  firm 
were  Asa  Peck,  the  father,  and  Leander  R.,  until 
1878,  when  Walter  A.,  the  other  brother,  became 
a member.  The  father  retired  from  the  firm  some 
years  before  his  death,  and  Walter  A.  retired  in 
November,  1899.  The  firm  was  incorporated  Jan. 
I,  1903,  under  the  name  of  Asa  Peck  & Co.,  In- 
corporated, the  officers  now  being  Leander  R.  Peck, 
president  and  treasurer;  Frederick  S.  (his  son), 
assistant  treasurer  and  secretary ; G.  Howard  Smith 
(his  nephew),  vice-president;  W.  W.  H.  Cannon, 
auditor;  and  Walter  F.  Seymour  (another  nephew), 
director. 

Mr.  Leander  R.  Peck  is  president  of  the  Law- 
ton  Spinning  Company  and  was  at  one  time  a 
director  of  the  Union  Trust  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence and  its  vice-president ; he  has  also  been  in 
the  directorate  of  numerous  other  financial  cor- 
'porations  of  the  city,  and  in  fact  has  filled  an  im- 
portant place  in  the  commercial  life  of  the  county 
and  State.  His  own  success  is  such  ample  guaran- 
tee of  his  ability  that  his  connection  with  any 
enterprise  gives  it  stability  and  standing.  In  poli- 


tics he  has  been  an  Independent  Democrat,  and  was 
in  the  council  four  years,  but  though  he  has  always 
taken  a keen  interest  he  has  not  been  active  in 
politics.  He  is  essentially  a business  man,  and  he 
typifies  the  best  element  of  that  class.  Mr.  Peck 
picked  out  the  site,  bought  the  ground  and  started 
the  Pomham  Club,  and  was  for  some  years,  in  its 
earlier  history,  the  chairman  of  its  executive  com- 
mittee, and  afterward  its  president.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Peck  has  his  winter  home  in  Providence,  and 
his  summer  home  in  the  town  of  Barrington.  The 
latter  place  was  the  home  of  his  father,  and  the 
house  in  which  Mr.  Peck  himself  and  all  his 
brothers  and  sisters  were  born.  The  farm  on  which 
tins  house  stands  is  known  as  the  Osamequin 
Farm,  and  was  deeded  by  the  Indians  to  one  of 
]\Ir.  Peck’s  ancestors  in  1653 ; it  has  never  been 
out  of  the  family.  The  farm  now  consists  of  more 
than  250  acres,  and  may  easily  be  termed  a model 
farm.  The  soil  is  rich  and  productive,  the  fields 
are  inclosed  mostly  with  board  fences  painted 
white,  the  buildings,  which  Mr.  Peck  has  tried  to 
keep  as  nearly  as  possible  in  their  original  form, 
are  also  white,  and  the  grounds  around  the  house 
are  spacious,  consisting  of  several  acres  beautifully 
lawned  and  covered  with  a great  profusion  of  foli- 
age and  flowering  plants,  the  whole  presenting  a 
most  pleasing  eifect.  The  greenhouse  contains 
over  3000  specimens  of  orchids.  Mr.  Peck’s  farm 
is  one  of  his  enthusiasms,  along  with  some  fine 
trotting-bred  and  trained  horses  which  he  now  owns 
or  has  owned.  These  he  keeps  and  speeds  for  his 
own  pleasure  and  not  for  money.  In  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  is  the  finest  collection  of  silver 
and  copper  lustre  in  the  United  States,  consisting 
of  seven  hundred  pieces  of  all  designs  and  descrip- 
tions. In  1899  Mrs.  Peck  began  her  collection 
with  a small  piece  left  her  by  an  aunt,  and  also 
one  which  belonged  to  her  husband’s  grandfather. 
She  has  also  many  pieces  of  antique  Delft  ware 
und  Wedgewood  lustre.  Mrs.  Peck  has  in  addition 
many  old  and  antique  cologne  bottles  and  snufif 
boxes  of  various  designs ; also  several  vases  more 
than  one  hundred  years  old,  and  two  candelabra 
which  are  very  valuable.  In  one  room,  which  Mrs. 
Peck  called  her  museum,  is  to  be  found  but  one 
piece  of  modern  furniture,  a tall  standard  lamp. 
“Early  lustre  wares  were  chiefly  products  of  the 
New  Hall  pottery,  at  Shelton,  England,  where  in 
1814,  Peter  Warburton,  took  out  a patent  for  an 
invention  for  decorating  china  with  pure  unadulter- 
ated gold,  silver,  platina  or  other  metals,  fluxed  or 
lowered  with  lead  or  any  other  substance.  We  are 
told  that  copper  lustre  was  brought  over  in  the 
‘jMayflower.’  At  a much  earlier  date  the  Waleans 
were  masters  of  the  art  of  producing  lustre  of  rare 
beauty.” 

On  Sept.  3,  1866,  Mr.  Peck  was  married  to 
Sarah  Gould  Cannon,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  P.  (Fisher)  Cannon),  the  former  of  New- 
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port,  R.  I.,  and  the  latter  of  Edgartown,  IMass. 
Two  children  came  to  this  union;  (i)  Frederick 
Stanhope,  born  Dec.  i6,  1868,  married  June  6, 
1894,  ]\lary  Rothwell  Burlingame,  born  June  30,' 
1873.  They  have  one  daughter,  Helen,  born  Dec. 
22,  1895,  in  Providence.  (2)  Edith  Remington, 
born  INlarch  14,  1874,  married  Nov.  15,  1898,  Frank 
N.  Phillips,  president  of  the  American  Electrical 
W orks,  East  Providence,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Charlotte,  born  Jan.  3,  1903. 

Burlingame.  (1)  Roger  Burlingame  appears, 
first  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1654,  and  at  W'ar- 
wick  in  1660,  and  settled  in  the  part  of  Providence 
now  Cranston,  in  the  western  portion,  known  as 
Meshanticut,  before  1670.  He  was  elected  deputy 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  1690,  but  on  account 
of  some  question  as  to  the  legality  of  the  election 
was  not  accepted.  He  died  Sept,  i,  1718,  and  his 
wife  Alary  died  in  1718.  Inventory  of  property 
£199,  13s.,  8d. 

(II)  John  Burlingame,  oldest  son  and  child 

of  Roger  and  Alary,  born  Aug.  i,  1664,  married 
Alary  Lippitt,  daughter  of  Aloses  Knowles  Lippitt, 
date  unknown.  She  was  the  granddaughter  of 
John  Lippitt,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Provi- 
dence, one  of  those  to  whom  was  assigned  a house 
lot  and  a six-acre  lot  in  1638.  On  July  27,  1640, 
he  signed  the  agreement  for  a form  of  government. 
On  Alay  16,  1647,  chosen  with  nine  others 

by  the  Town  of  Providence  to  meet  with  Commis- 
sioners from  three  other  towns  to  form  a govern- 
ment under  the  Charter.  (See  Colonial  Records 
of  Providence). 

(III)  Roger  Burlingame,  second  son  and  child 
of  John  and  Alary  (Lippitt),  died  April  i,  1768. 
He  lived  in  Cranston.  His  wife's  name  was  Sarah. 

(IVE  Jonathan  Burlingame,  second  son  and 
child  of  Roger  and  Sarah,  born  in  Cranston  in  1715, 
died  June  24,  1778.  His  wife  was  Phebe. 

(\’)  Benjamin  Burlingame,  fourth  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Phebe,  born  June  26,  1751,  in  Crans- 
ton, with  two  brothers  settled  in  Killingly,  Conn., 
about  1780.  He  was  three  times  married. 

(\T)  Samuel  Burlingame,  first  son  of  Benja- 
min and  his  second  wife,  born  Jan.  27,  1791,  died 
April  26,  1862.  He  married  Randilla  Preston,  born 
April  II,  1795,  died  Alarch  4,  1867.  He  lived  in 
Killingly,  Connecticut. 

(VH)  Erastus  Nelson  Burlingame,  oldest  son 
and  child  of  Samuel  and  Randilla,  born  in  Killingly, 
Aug.  19,  1812,  died  Jan.  18,  1864.  In  September, 
1835,  he  married  Lydia  W ood,  ivho  was  born  in 
1807,  and  died  Alarch  30,  1880.  He  lived  in  Crans- 
ton. 

(VHI)  Edwin  Harris  Burlingame,  only  son 
and  child  of  Erastus  Nelson  and  Lydia,  born  in 
Warwick,  Aug.  13,  1836,  married  Eliza  Aylsworth 
June  6,  1865;  she  was  born  June  13.  1836. 

(IX)  Alary  Rothwell  Burlingame,  only 
daughter  of  Edwin  Harris  and  Eliza,  born  in 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  June  30,  1873,  married  June  6, 


1894,  (IX)  Frederick  Stanhope  Peck,  who  was 
born  in  Providence  Dec.  16,  1868. 

(X)  Helen  Peck,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Stanhope  Peck  and  Alar}’  Rothwell  Burlingame, 
was  born  in  Providence  Dec.  22,  1895. 

(\HI)  W’alter  Asa  Peck,  son  of  Asa,  born  • 
July  19,  1854,  in  the  town  of  Barrington,  R.  I., 
married  Oct.  15,  1879,  Louise  Lyman  Aborn, 
daughter  of  John  W . and  Julia  (Tillinghast) 
Aborn,  and  the  marriage  was  blessed  with  three 
children,  Louise  Lyman,  Alargaret  Foster  and 
Carolyn. 

Air.  Peck  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Price’s 
Hill  Family  and  Day  School  at  Barrington,  R.  L, 
under  Air.  Isaac  Foote  Cady  (Brown  University, 
1847).  He  was  graduated  from  Brown  University, 
in  1877.  Li  college  he  maintained  a creditable 
standing  as  a scholar  and  won  distinction  in  athletics 
as  an  oarsman.  After  his  graduation  Air.  Peck 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Asa  Peck  & Co., 
wool  merchants  of  Providence,  and  continued  in 
the  firm  till  three  years  before  his  death,  when  he 
retired.  His  residence  from  1877  was  at  Provi- 
dence, where  he  was  well  known  as  a prominent 
and  successful  man  of  business.  He  was  a director 
of  the  Union  Trust  Company,  besides  being  con- 
nected with  many  smaller  institutions.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design,  and  gave  liberally  to  the 
support  of  it,  and  was  one  of  the  four  donors  from 
whom  its  fine  collection  of  autotypes  was  received. 
His  enjoyment  of  art  was  keen  and  refined.  He 
acquired  many  excellent  paintings  and  found  great 
pleasure  in  studios  and  art  galleries  in  his  journeys 
to  Europe.  He  was  a leading  member  and  generous 
supporter  of  the  Providence  Athletic  Association 
while  it  existed. 

In  the  conduct  of  his  business  Air.  Peck  dis- 
played the  same  manliness,  high  courage,  physical 
strength  and  unfaltering  will  which  characterized 
him  as  an  oarsman.  He  won  success  by  the  per- 
sistent application  of  a clear  and  well-trained  mind 
to  practical  problems.  His  judgments  were  broad 
and  ivell  considered  and  when  adopted  were  carried 
out  with  great  force,  rapidity  and  boldness.  He 
had  great  capacity  for  work,  abundant  energy  and 
power  to  accomplish  what  he  undertook.  He  did 
not  participate  in  public  life,  but  few  men  had  a 
wider  or  more  kindly  infiuence  in  private  life,  and 
especially  among  those  whose  aft'ection,  gratitude, 
and  appreciation  of  his  personal  qualities  were  the 
only  return  they  could  make  for  his  friendship. 
Friendly  himself,  he  had  many  friends  in  all  walks 
of  life,  and  he  was  democratic  in  his  estimate  of 
men.  He  was  generous,  quick  and  cheerful  in  deeds 
of  charity,  strong,  manly,  encouraging  and  helpful 
in  all  such  deeds.  He . was  honest,  outspoken,  • 
trustful  of  others  and  cherished  his  family  with 
warm  affection.  He  attended  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Providence.  Air.  Peck  died  sud- 
denly at  his  home  in  Providence,  Alay  31,  1901. 
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(\'II)  Albert  Henry  Peck  (2),  son  of  Bela, 
born,  June  14,  1833,  in  what  was  then  Seekonk, 
Hass.,  now  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  town.  In  1863  he 
bought  the  farm  cE  George  K.  \dall,  on  which  he 
has  since  lived,  for  merly  owned  by  Perez  Richmond 
and  back  as  far  as  1775  owned  and  occupied  by 
one  Thomas  Medlnury.  At  the  time  of  the  pur- 
chase the  farm  consisted  of  twenty  acres  in  very 
poor  condition,  p.'^rtly  wootlland,  and  the  house 
was  a small  framtJ  building  surrounded  by  brush 
and  undergrowth  o f all  kinds.  INIr.  Peck  has  added 
to  the  original  purchase  until  it  now  contains  about 
si.xty  acres,  and  the'  original  house  has  given  way 
to  a fine  residence  surrounded  by  beautiful  lawns 
and  fine  orchards — all  the  work  of  IMr.  Peck.  His 
farm  is  now  one  of  tl.^e  best  in  the  town  of  Barring- 
ton. He  is  engaged  in  market  gardening,  and  pro- 
duces large  quanfitie.s  of  vegetables  of  all  kinds 
for  the  Providence  mtirket.  On  this  place  employ- 
ment is  afforded  for  from  ;six  to  eight  men,  includ- 
ing l\lr.  Peck  and  his  f5on.  l\Ir.  Peck  is  the  type  of 
farmer  who  would  win  success  anywhere,  whether 
in  New  England  or  in  the  more  purely  agricultural 
section  of  the  Middle  M est.  Indnstrious  and 
thrifty  about  all  thingsi,  possessed  of  a large  fund 
of  what  is  called  coninton  sense  (although  so  un- 
common), prudent  and  persevering,  he  has  made 
his  own  way  in  the'  face  of  many  discouragements 
and  difficulties.  He  has  . mingled  to  some  extent 
in  his  community,  having  been  a member  of  the 
town  council  for  four  years  and  for  several  years 
surveyor  of  highways.  H.e  and  his  family  are 
attendants  and  supporters  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Barrington. 

Mr.  Peck  married.  May  20.  1863,  iMiss  IMary 
Elizabeth  IMedbury,  daughter  of  Benjamin  B.  and 
Bethia  (Peck)  Medbury,  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Joel  Peck  above.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them : j\Iabel  F.,  born  March  20,  1867,  married 
Edward  D.  Anthony,,  of  Barrington,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Marion  E.  Clarence  I.,  born  April  9, 
1873,  and  Ethel  G.,  born  Aug.  25,  1879,  are  at 
home.  Clarence  I.  is  employed  with  his  father  on 
the  farm. 

(VII)  Hor.\ce  T.  Peck,  was  born  April  2, 
1839,  son  of  Bela  Peck,  on  the  place  and  in  the 
house  in  which  he  lives,  and  where  he  has'  spent 
his  whole  life.  There  also  all  his  brothers  and 
sisters  were  born,  except  Alpheus  IM.  and  Edwin, 
who  were  born  in  the  house  where  Leander  R.  Peck 
now  lives.  Mr.  Peck  was  educated  in  District  No. 
6,  now  East  Providence  (then  Seekonk),  attend- 
ing school  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  then  went 
to  a private  school  in  Barrington  for  three  winters, 
having  as  his  teachers  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  An- 
drew Clapp.  His  education  was  thorough  for  those 
times,  and  as  he  has  always  been  a great  reader  he 
is  now  a well  informed  man.  After  leaving  school 
Mr.  Peck  took  up  farming  on  the  homestead  with 
his  father,  and  after  his  father's  death  Horace  T. 


purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the 
property.  IMr.  Peck  has  been  largely  engaged  in 
the  market  gardening  and  field  culture,  and  has 
been  a successful  farmer.  His  place  comprises 
sixty-two  acres.  IMr.  Peck  has  not  taken  any 
specially  active  part  in  public  matters.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  been  the  candidate  for  his  party, 
but  as  it  is  in  the  minority  in  that  community  he 
has  suft’ered  the  fate  of  the  ticket.  Mr.  Peck  is  a 
supporter  of  both  IMethodist  and  Congregational 
churches. 

IMr.  Peck  married  IMary  E.  Humphrey,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Humphrey,  of  Seekonk,  IMass.,  and  they 
have  two  children ; Harriet  J.  married  Edward  T. 
Buckingham,  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  their  chil- 
dren are  IMyra  Olive  and  Ila.  George  F.  married 
Flora  IM.  Bowman,  and  has  three  children,  Lillian, 
Estella  and  Amy. 

CHARLES  WELLS  WILLARD,  commis- 
sioner of  Inland  Fisheries  for  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
N\’esterly,  R.  I.,  and  the  leading  as  well  as  the  most 
extensive  hardware  dealer  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  descends  from  old  and  honorable  New  Eng- 
land ancestry. 

The  line  of  his  ancestry  on  the  paternal  side 
goes  back  to  Simon  Willard,  who  landed  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  in  1634,  and  from  whom  he  is  a descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation.  On  the  maternal  side 
Mr.  Willard  descends  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Gov.  Thomas  Wells,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1570,  and  who  landed  at  Salem  June  24,  1629,  and 
also  from  the  old  Griswold  family,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  numerous  in  Connecticut. 

Charles  Wells  Willard  was  born  in  liartford. 
Conn.,  Jan.  24,  1853,  son  of  William  Francis  and 
Frances  (Griswold)  Willard.  His  education  was 
gained  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  Hart- 
ford, and  when  he  had  completed  his  courses  he 
accepted  a mercantile  position,  deciding  upon  that 
branch  of  commercial  life  as  his  career  of  useful- 
ness. In  1878  he  succeeded  J.  H.  Porter,  of 
Westerly,  in  the  hardware  business,  and  has  since 
remained  at  the  same  location  on  High  street. 
Here  he  occupies  two  stores  and  four  floors  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  his  extensive  business, 
which  has  been  incorporated  as  the  C.  W.  Wil- 
lard Hardware  Company,  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent. 

For  many  years  IMr.  Willard  has  been  a stu- 
dent of  the  habits  and  cnlture  of  fish,  and  his 
comprehensive  information  in  this  line  has  been 
acquired  practically  as  well  as  scientifically.  It  was 
only  after  much  pressure  had  been  brought  to 
bear  by  those  who  realized  his  peculiar  fitness  for 
the  office  that  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  office 
of  Commissioner  of  Inland  Fisheries.  He  has 
served  in  that  capacity  since  1894,  other  than  which 
he  has  held  somewhat  aloof  from  politics,  preferring 
to  serve  his  city  and  State  as  a private  citizen. 
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Since  1900  Mr.  Willard  has  been  treasurer  of 
the  American  Fisheries  Society,  a powerful  or- 
ganization, whose  nearly  1,000  members  include 
fish  scientists  and  culturists  from  all  over  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  from  Europe. 

Mr.  Willard  was  prominent  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Westerly  Business  Men’s  Association, 
was  one  of  its  charter  members,  and  bore  his  part 
in  making  it  a strong  and  practical  organization  ; 
it  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Westerly  Club,  of 
which  Mr.  Willard  has  been  president  for  two 
years.  He  was  for  several  years  a director  of  the 
National  Niantic  Bank,  of  Westerly,  until  its  pur- 
chase by  the  Industrial  Trust  Company.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  organization  and  was  one  of  the 
first  directors  of  the  Westerly  Railway  & Light- 
ing Company.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  being  past  master  of  Franklin 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Westerly;  member  of 
Palmer  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; past  eminent  com- 
mander of  Narragansett  Commandery,  K.  T. ; and 
a member  of  Palestine  Temple,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a member  of  Bowen 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  Nov.  25,  1880,  Mr.  Willard  was  married 
to  Minnie,  daughter  of  James  H.  Porter,  of  Wes- 
terly, and  one  daughter  has  been  born  of  this  mar- 
riage, Grace  Porter. 

James  H.  Porter,  father  of  Airs.  Willard,  was 
born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  in  1814.  After  receiving  a 
common  school  education  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  tinner’s  trade,  and  later  was  a member 
of  the  company  foremost  in  introducing  tin  plate 
into  New  England.  In  1840  he  came  to  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  and  at  once  began  manufacturing  tinware, 
on  High  street,  meeting  with  marked  success.  Ten 
years  later  Air.  John  Loveland  was  admitted  to 
partnership,  and  for  the  following  twelve  years  a 
very  profitable  business  was  carried  on,  but  in  1879, 
he  sold  to  Air.  Willard. 

Air.  Porter  married  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam C.  Pendleton,  and  together  these  two  lived  for 
others,  giving  their  means  to  those  who  were  in 
want.  The  poor  and  the  needy  never  asked  of 
them  in  vain.  Air.  Porter  was  possessed  of  a 
kind  and  obliging  disposition,  and  earned  and  re- 
tained the  confidence  of  his  friends  and  patrons. 
In  his  smiling  face  and  genial  manners  could  be 
read  his  kindly  disposition,  although  he  was  ex- 
tremely modest,  never  seeking  office.  For  many 
years  he  was  a director  of  the  National  Phenix 
Bank,  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a business 'mian. 
In  his  religious  affiliations  he  was  a member \ind 
trustee  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

HON.  ARLON  AIOWRY.  The  late  Arlon 
Alowry,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  northern  Rhode  Island,  was 
a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Roger 
Alowry.  His  lineage  is  as  follows: 

(I)  Roger  Alowry  married  Alary  Johnson. 


(II)  Nathaniel  Alowry  (1644-1718)  married 
Johannah  Inman. 

(III)  Henry  Alowry  (1670-1759)  married 
(first)  Alary  Bull,  and  (second)  Airs.  Hannah 
(Packard)  Alowry,  widow  of  John  .Alowry. 

(IV)  Uriah  Alowry  (1705-1792),  son  of 
Henry  and  Alary,  married  (first)  Urania  Paine. 
He  married  (second)  Airs.  Hannah  (AVhipple) 
Arnold,  widow  of  William  Arnold. 

(V)  Jonathan  Alowry,  born  Alarch  10,  1742, 
son  of  Uriah  and  Urania,  died  Alarch  25,  1814. 
In  1769  he  married  Deborah,  daughter  of  Jabez 
and  Alary  Wing.  Jonathan  Ivlowry  was  a noted 
doctor.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  were  preachers  of  note 
in  that  religious  body. 

(VI)  Caleb  Alowry,  born  Alarch  5,  1771,  mar- 
ried in  1795,  Nancy  Alowry,  born  Oct.  29,  1775, 
daughter  of  David  Alowry.  Caleb  Alowry  died 
Alarch  31,  1814,  and  in  1S18  the  widow  married 
Eliakim  Alowry.  She  died  ,.Nov.  13,  i860. 

' (VH)  Barney  Alowry,  born  Alay  3,  1803, 
youngest  child  of  Caleb,  married  (first)  in  1828, 
i’hila  Alowry,  daughter  of  Amasa  and  Anna  (Ham- 
ilton) Alowry,  of  Smithfield.  She  was  born  in 
1806,  and  died  Nov.  25,  1839.  Their  children 'were : 
Orrin  Pratt,  born  Alay  24,  1829,  died  in  North 
Smithfield,  Aug.  i,  1895;  he  married  Hannah  T. 
Smith.  Albert,  born  Alarch  9,  1831,  married  Alary 
Arnold,  and  died  in  North  Smithfield  April  3,  1893. 
Arlon  .was  born  Feb.  23,  1833.  Stafford,  born 
April  14,  1835,  married  Maria  H.  Brown,  and  died 
in  ISampton,  Va.,  Alarch  27,  1889;  he  was  quarter- 
master in  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry  in  the 
Civil  war.  Atwell,  born  Nov.  18,  1836,  married 
Flannah  W.  Eddy,  and  died  Sept,  i,  1882,  in  Butte, 
Alont.  In  1846,  Barney  Alowry  was  married  (sec- 
ond) to  Urania  Steere,  daughter  of  Paoli  and  Alar- 
tha  Steere,  of  Smithfield,  born  July  29,  1821,  and 
died  July  21,  1865.  By  this  marriage  there  was 
one  son,  Erwin  Arista,  born  Dec.  8,  1847; 
married  Annie  Clark,  and  resides  at  Alount  Carroll, 
111.  Barney  Alowry  died  in  Woonsocket,  Nov.  12, 
1891,  which  city  had  been  his  place  of  residence 
for  a number  of  years. 

(Vni)  Arlon  Alowry,  born  Feb.  23,  1833, 
in  the  town  of  Smithfield  attended  the  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  spring  of  1849,  'when  he 
entered  Alount  Union  Seminary,  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  After  a short  time  spent  in  teaching  he  re- 
turned to  the  same  institution,  and  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1851,  when  he  returned  to  his  native 
town.  He  then  attended  the  seminary  in  North 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  Saxton’s  River  Seminary,  Ver- 
mont, graduating  under  the  preceptorship  of  Prof. 
Ward,  a noted  instructor  at  Westminster  Seminary, 
Westminster,  Vt.  Air.  Alowry  was  engaged  in 
teaching  a portion  of  the  time  until  1857,  when  he' 
entered  into  business  as  a merchant  in  Woonsocket, 
at  the  same  time  cultivating  his  farm  in  the  town  of 
Smithfield,  and  met  with  success  in  both  enter- 
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prises.  His  political  career  began  in  1861,  when 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  town  council  of 
Snhthfield,  and  he  served  continuously  until  the 
division  of  the  town  in  1871,  the  last  four  years 
filling  the  office  of  president  of  that  body.  He  was 
collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  from  1862  to  1871, 
and  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  was  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue,  collecting  from  the 
territory  of  Smithfield  alone  the  sum  of  $1,386,- 
992.30,  thus  indicating  the  large  amount  flowing 
into  the  United  States  treasury  from  the  entire 
country.  Hr.  Mowry  was  elected  to  the  Rhode 
Island  House  of  Representatives  in  1868,  and 
sHved  continuously  until  1871.  He  represented 
the  town  of  North  Smithfleld  in  questions  arising 
from  a division  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  and  was 
elected  a member  of  a committee  to  act  jointly  with 
others  from  the  town  of  Lincoln,  Smithfield  and 
Woonsocket  to  prepare  a written  history  of  the  old 
town  of  Smithfield.  Mr.  Mowry  on  a division  of 
the  above  town  became  identified  with  North 
Smithfield,  representing  it  for  three  successive 
years  in  the  Rhode  Island  Senate,  and  a like  period 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  an  interval  of  two  years,  he  served  for 
six  consecutive  years  as  member  and  president  of 
the  town  council,  but  declined  further  local  honors. 
For  many  years  he  was  much  interested  in  the 
fairs  formerly  held  by  the  Woonsocket  Agricul- 
tural Society,  of  which  he  was  for  a time  presi- 
dent. Mr.  Mowry  still  retained  his  legal  residence 
at  North  Smithfield,  though  much  of  his  time  was 
spent  in  the  city  of  Providence,  where  he  made  his 
home,  and  in  Woonsocket,  where  he  had  business 
and  banking  interests.  During  a period  of  over 
twenty-five  years  he  was  in  Woonsocket  almost 
every  business  day  dividing  his  time  between  con- 
ferences and  business  interviews  in  the  rooms  of 
the  National  Globe  Bank,  and  in  attending  to  his 
outside  business  interests  there  and  in  North  Smith- 
field — interests  that  were  extensive  in  both  places. 

During  his  long  life  Mr.  Mowry  served  as 
executor  and  administrator  of  various  estates,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Vera  Alberta  Mowry,  daughter  of  his 
brother  Albert.  Mr.  Mowry  was  elected  president  of 
the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank  of  Woonsocket  Jan.  5, 
1885.  On  Sept.  13,  1887,  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  National  Globe  Bank,  also  of  Woonsocket, 
and  retained  both  positions  until  his  death.  In 
addition  to  these  trusts  he  was  at  one  time  a direc- 
tor of  the  National  Union  Bank,  but  later  resigned 
that  position.  His  long  connection  with  public 
business  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  afforded 
him  an  extended  acquaintance  and  established  a 
reputation  for  integrity  and  jvMicious  management 
of  public  as  well  as  private  trusts.  In  matters  of 
dispute  his  opinion  given  after  mature  deliberation, 
carried  with  it  conviction.  He  was  a man  of 
strictest  integrity  aind  soundest  judgment,  and  was 
of  that  type  of  citizen  a community  can  ill  afford  to 


lose.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  was  in  his  section  of 
the  State  another  man  who  so  often  acted  in  fidu- 
ciary capacities  as  IMr.  Mowry.  In  his  long  experi- 
ence in  such  work  he  handled  thousands  of  dollars 
belonging  to  others,  and  no  matter  what  the  re- 
sponsibility, large  or  small,  it  was  borne  with  con- 
scientious fidelity.  He  suffered  a decline  in  health 
about  one  year  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
IMarch  8,  1905,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Albert  E.  Crowell,  at  No.  186  Dean  street.  Provi- 
dence, and  was  buried  at  the  Union  cemetery  in 
the  town  of  North  Smithfield.  Mr.  Mowry  was  a 
member  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Lime  Rock,  and  was  also  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  He  took  a 
deep  interest  in  historical  and  genealogical  research, 
and  a few  years  ago  he  published  a small  revised 
genealogy  of  the  Mowry  family. 

In  1896  Mr.  Mowry  erected  at  his  own  expense 
in  Union  cemetery  a unique  family  monument  to 
his  branch  of  the  Mowry  family  in  America,  in- 
cluding nine  generations ; “The  monument  is 
beautiful  in  design,  of  excellent  proportions,  every 
way  attractive  and  imposing,  and,  standing  as  it 
does  directly  by  the  side  of  the  thoroughfare,  near 
the  principal  entrance  of  the  cemetery,  cannot  fail 
to  attract  the  special  attention  of  all  passers  by.  It 
is  made  of  white  bronze,  in  color  resembling  granite  ; 
is  five  feet  and  a half  square  at  the  base  and  sixteen 
feet  high.  It  is  surmounted  by  a figure  of  Hope 
with  one  hand  upon  the  anchor,  and  a face,  exquisite 
in  expression,  turned  upward.  Upon  the  panels 
and  plinths  of  the  four  sides  are  placed  the  in- 
scriptions which  include  the  entire  genealogy  of 
one  direct  line  of  generations  of  Mowrys  in  this 
country,  beginning  with  Roger  Mowry,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Boston,  and  ending  with  the  chil- 
dren of  Arlon,  including  their  husbands  and  wives. 
These  inscriptions  include,  as  will  be  seen  by  read- 
ing them,  a great  amount  of  information  respecting 
this  line  of  descendants  from  the  patriarch  Roger. 
They  give  the  names  of  more  than  one  hundred 
persons,  and  the  entire  inscriptions  embrace  over 
one  thousand  words  in  telling  the  story.  It  is 
doubtful  if  another  monument  similar  to  this  in 
design  and  scope  can  be  found  in  the  whole  country. 
It  places  the  genealogy  of  this  one  family  for  nearly 
three  centuries  in  the  most  compact  form  in  a 
public  place,  where  it  will  be  read  not  only  by  the 
members  of  this  family,  but  by  thousands  who 
otherwise  would  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  early 
history  of  the  family  in  America.” 

Among  the  many  tributes  of  the  press  pub- 
lished at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Mowry,  we 
print  the  following  from  a Woonsocket  paper: 

“By  the  death  of  Hon.  Arlon  Mowry,  who  entered  into 
rest  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  at  his  home  in  Provi- 
dence, Woonsocket  has  lost  another  of  its  substantial 
bankers  and  business  men.  North  Smithfield  is  bereft  of 
its  most  prominently  known  citizen  and  the  family  loses 
a father  who  was  ever  thoughtful  for  the  interests  of  his 
children. 


328 


RHODE  ISLAND 


“For  nearly  lialf  a century,  both  here  and  in  North 
Smithfield,  Mr.  Mowry’s  opinions  were  sought  and  his 
advice  was  invariably  sound,  conservative  and  judicious. 

“As  a banker  and  a man  of  affairs,  he  had  a habit 
of  getting  at  the  root  of  things  by  a few  pertinent  ques- 
tions, and  as  an  executor  and  manager  of  estates,  he  was 
prudent,  careful  and  competent. 

“His  name  is  now  added  to  the  death  roll  of  men  who 
will  be  sadly  missed  by  the  peopl^of  this  vicinity,  and  his 
activities  here,  his  hearty  greeting, \ his  pleasant  smile  and 
his  sage  counsel  are  now  matters  of  the  past. 

“Arlon  Mowry  was  a useful  citizen  and  a good  man. 
His  name  is  prominently  interwoven  with  the  history  of 
North  Smithfield  and  Woonsocket  in  matters  of  business 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  town,  in  questions  of  politics  and 
the  safe  management  of  matters  pertaining  to  spending 
of  the  tax-payers’  money. 

“His  death  removes  from  the  local  sphere  of  activity 
a man  whose  presence  will  be  missed  and  the  loss  of 
whose  advice  will  be  felt.” 

In  1857  Mr.  Mowry  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Harriet  Whitman,  who  was  horn  Jan.  i,  1837, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Susan  (Borden)  Whitman; 
she  died  Jan.  2,  1865.  Isaac  Whitman  was  horn  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  June  22,  1803,  and  died  in  North 
Smithfield,  Feh.  15,  1882,  while  his  wife,  Susan 
Borden,  was  horn  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Sept.  22, 
1800,  and  died  May  14,  1884.  Mrs.  Mowry  was 
one  of  two  children,  the  other  being  an  elder  sister, 
Ruth  R.,  horn  Sept.  16,  1832,  who  resides  with  her 
niece,  Mrs.  Crowell,  in  Providence.  Four  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Mowry,  as  follows : 
(i)  Emma  Lillian,  horn  April  27,  1858,  married 
in  1886,  Stephen  E.  Batcheller,  born  May  29,  1858 
(son  of  Dr.  Alexander  and  Keziah  (Wallen) 
Batcheller),  who  is  now  a resident  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.  They  have  had  children  as  follows : 
Byron  B. ; Estene  E. ; Merton  L.  and  Mertena  L., 
twins;  Leland  E. ; and  Stephen  W.,  deceased.  (2) 
Eugene  Clayton,  horn  Aug.  12,  i860,  graduated 
from  the  Aledical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont,  in  1889.  After  a year’s  study  at 
the  New  York  Post-Graduate  Hospital,  he  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicine  in  New  York 
in  1890;  and  is  now  located  at  No.  355 
West  Forty-second  street,  where  he  has  met  with 
much  success.  In  1889  he  married  Daisy  B.  Under- 
wood, horn  Jan.  12,  1867,  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Ellen  (Ansell)  Underwood,  of  Cambridge, 
Alass.  They  have  had  three  children,  Wilfred  Les- 
ter (deceased),  Maude  B.  and  Eugene  Clayton, 
Jr.  (3)  Wilfred  Lester,  born  Nov.  15,  1862,  died 
Nov.  17,  1866.  (4)  Harriet  Whitman,  born  Sept. 

15,  1864,  married  in  1891,  Albert  E.  Crowell,  born 
March  24,  1863,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ellen  AI. 
(Alacomher)  Crowell,  and  .they  reside  at  Provi- 
dence. 

WILLIAAI  A.  WALTON,  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  substantial  residents  of  Providence,  is 
a self-made  man.  Beginning  life  a poor  boy  he  has 
climlied  the  ladder  of  success,  rung  by  rung,  until 
he  has  reached  a foremost  position  among  the  suc- 
cessful manufacturers  of  Rhode  Island. 

John  W’alton,  the  grandfather  of  William  A., 


was  one  of  the  old-time  liand-loom  weavers  and  re- 
sided in  Yorkshire,  England.  He  was  assisted  in 
his  work  by  his  wife,  who  previous  to  her  marriage 
was  Alary  Alarsden. 

John  Walton  (2),  son  of  John,  and  father  of. 
William  A.  W'alton,  married  Alary  Bracewell,- 
daughter  of  Samuel  Bracewell,  who  was  a hat 
manufacturer.  They  also  were  skilled  weavers. 
John  Walton  came  to  America  and  spent  one  year 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  but  returned  to  his  native 
country,  where  he  and  his  wife  passed  away.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  William  A., 
Alary  B.,  Jane  B.,  Hannah,  Bracewell,  Hartley, 
Thomas  and  Samuel.  Four  of  the  sons  came  to 
America.  Hartley  was  for  a number  of  years  em- 
ployed at  AIoosup,  Conn.,  later  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  finally  removed  to  Uxbridge,  Alass.,  where 
he  was  boss  weaver  and  designed  in  the  Daniel  Taft 
mill  until  his  death.  Thomas  is  a warp  dresser 
and  resides  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Samuel  is  a resi- 
dent of  Alton,  R.  I.,  where  he  is  in  charge  of  the 
property  of  William  A.  W’alton. 

W'illiam  A.  W’alton  was  horn  in  Salterforth, 
Yorkshire,  England,  Sept.  26,  1831,  and  was  a small 
boy  when  the  family  moved  to  Bingley,  in  the  same 
comity.  His  parents  were  very  industrious  people, 
but  the  wages  were  small  and  with  their  family  to 
support  it  was  necessary  that  the  children  should 
go  to  work  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  their  earn- 
ings could  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
W’hen  eight  years  old  W illiam  wound  bobbins  at 
home  for  his  father.  The  educational  advantages 
of  an  English  factory  hoy  in  his  circumstances  were 
very  limited  indeed,  and  he  was  taught  to  read  and 
write  in  the  Sabbath  school.  However,  he  re- 
ceived more  thorough  instruction  between  the  ages 
of  eight  and  eleven  years,  when  he  was  helping  a 
sister  who  tended  four  looms,  and  he  was  released 
from  work  to  spend  a half  day  in  school.  About 
this  period  he  also  managed  to  attend  a night 
school. 

The  boy’s  first  work  in  a mill  was  handing  in 
warp  threads.  Later  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a 
loom  in  a mill  at  Bingley,  where  they  made  fancy 
dress  goods,  and  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 
From  there  he  went  to  Bradford,  six  miles  distant, 
where  for  eighteen  months  he  was  employed  operat- 
ing two  fancy  or  Jacquard  looms,  which  necessi- 
tated very  hard  work.  He  practiced  strict  economy, 
with  the  idea  of  saving  enough  money  to  pay  his 
passage  to  America,  where  the  opportunities  were 
better  and  the  future  brighter  for  an  industrious 
and  ambitious  young  man  of  his  stripe.  Having 
managed  to  save  ten  pounds,  he  embarked  at  Liver- 
pool on  the  sailing  vessel  “Iowa,”  which  was^thirty- 
five  days  en  route,  and  he  landed  in  New  York  in 
A larch.  1853.  a stranger  in  a strange  land,  with 
hut  a few  dollars  left. 

Air.  Walton  went  first  to  Philadelphia,  where 
an  acquaintance  resided,  and  soon  after  found  em- 
plovment  at  his  trade  in  a mill  at  a place  near  W il- 
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mington,  Del.,  where  he  remained  until  July,  1853. 
He  next  went  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  where  an 
acquaintance  was  employed  in  the  Bay  State  Mill, 
and  in  this  mdl  ]Mr.  \\'alton  also  found  employ- 
■ nient,  and  there  did  his  first  work  at  spinning, 
running  a hand  jack.  He  remained  there  until 
October,  1853,  when  he  accepted  a better  position 
in  the  x-Mmy  Alill,  then  conducted  by  a Mr.  Russell, 
at  xA.lmyville,  Moosup,  Conn.  In  this  mill  were 
installecl  the  Jacquard  looms  and  it  was  not  long 
before  his  services  were  required  in  the  adjusting 
of  these,  as  he  was  the  only  one  thereabouts  that 
had  an  understanding  of  them',  and  he  was  given 
the  position  of  chain  builder  and  the  supervision 
' of  a section  of  looms.  xA.fter  remaining  there  for 
about  a year  and  a half  IMr.  Walton  resigned  his 
position  to  become  assistant  overseer  in  the  weaving 
shop  in  a mill  owned  by  the  Merrimac  Woolen 
Mills  Company,  at  Dracut,  IMass.,  near  Lowell,  and 
two  years  later  he  left  this  place  also,  to  take  charge 
of  the  weaving  department  of  a woolen-mill  in 
Brookdale,  Mass.,  where  he  continued  for  two  } ears. 
He  was  then  tendered  a position  in  the  Elm  Street 
Woolen  Mill  at  Providence,  which  he  left  later  to 
accept  a position  as  assistant  overseer  of  a mill  at 
IMillville,  Mass.  His  next  position  was  in  the 
I Bradford  & Taft  Mill,  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  where 
I he  spent  two  and  a half  years,  as  weaver  and  de- 
signer. In  1865  Mr.  Walton  assumed  charge  of 
the  Weybosset  Mills,  in  Providence,  where  his  suc- 
cessful management  very  soon  secured  for  him  the 
special  favor  of  the  owners,  who  steadily  increased 
his  salary,  and,  in  further  appreciation,  presented 
him  a government  bond  for  $500.  Soon  after  he 
' acquired  an  interest,  and  as  the  profits  of  the  mill 
continued  large  it  furnished  him  a good  capital  at 
the  end  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
* interests  for  about  $80,000. 

Mr.  Walton  was  now  in  a position  to  fulfil  a life- 
long ambition,  to  own  a mill,  and  he  purchased  of 
David  L.  Aldrich  and  Edwin  Milner,  in  1879, 
Wood  River  Mills,  located  in  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond, in  which  venture  he  was  associated  with  IMr. 
William  Blakely.  In  1883  Air.  Blakely  retired  from 
the  firm,  having  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Walton, 
who  greatly  improved  the . property,  erected  new 
and  comfortable  homes  for  the  operatives,  and  thus 
attracted  an  unusually  good  class  of  help.  Air. 
\\  alton  was  instrumental  in  having  the  postoffice 
established  there,  and  it  was  named  Alton.  The 
little  village  was  a most  prosperous  one  and  the 
general  atmosphere  of  refinement  and  contentment 
that  pervaded  the  locality  was  largely  due  to  his 
generosity  and  his  personal  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  his  employes.  Alton  was  one  of  the  cleanest  and 
best-kept  mill  villages  in  the  State.  Air.  Walton 
gave  work  to  nearly  two  hundred  people,  and  pro- 
duced cassimeres  Valued  at  $325,000  annually.  The 
business  was  continued  until  1899,  when  the  factory 
was  destroyed  b}’  fire.  Air.  W^alton’s  other  interests 


lyv  this  time  had  become  very  extensive,  and  with 
his  advancing  years  he  did  not  desire  to  reengage 
in  active  business,  so  that  the  property  has  not  been 
rebuilt. 

Air.  Walton  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  lead- 
ing spirits  in  the  Smith  Wel)bing  Company,  at  Paw- 
tucket, which  is  a most  flourishing  and  prosperous 
concern,  and  has  probably  the  most  up-to-date  plant 
of  its  kind  in  the  country.  He  has  served  as  presi- 
dent since  the  organization  of  the  company.  Sus- 
pender webbing  is  the  principal  product.  Air.  \\  al- 
ton is  also  a director  of  the  Narragansett  Electric 
Lighting  Company,  Providence ; of  the  Hope  AIu- 
tual  Eire  Insurance  Company ; of  the  What  Cheer 
Alutual  Eire  Insurance  Company,  and  of  the  Tex- 
tile Finishing  Alachinery  Company.  He  is  also 
serving  as  a member  of  the  Providence  board  of 
park  commissioners.  In  fraternal  connection  he  is 
a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  b.  & x\.  AI. ; 
Providence  Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  xA.  AI.;  Providence 
Council,  No.  I,  R.  & S.  AT;  St.  Johns  Com- 
mandery.  No.  i,  Knights  Templar;  has  reached  the 
thirtv-second  degree ; and  belongs  to  Palestine 
Temple,  Alystic  Shrine.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Society  of  the  Pilgrim  Congregational 
Church,  of  Providence,  of  which  he  is  a member 
of  the  finance  committee. 

On  Nov.  28,  i860,  while  a resident  of  Alillville, 
Air.' Walton  was  married,  in  Pascoag,  R.  L,  to  Alary 
Wynn,  who  was  born  Sept.  9,  1836,  in  \\  iltshire, 
England,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Alortimer) 
Wynn,  of  Pascoag,  with  whom  she  came  to  America 
when  five  years  old.  Airs.  Walton  was  formerly  a 
successful  school  teacher.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  (i)  Clara  A .,  born  Nov.  22,  1861, 
was  married  Alay  5,  1882,  to  Clifton  P.  Brown,  of 
Providence,  and  they  had  two  children,  Gertrude 
Walton,  born  Feb.  3,  1888,  and  Clarence  \\  alton, 
born  Alay  8,  1892,  who  died  Dec.  14,  1899.  (2) 

William  H.,  born  June  4,  1863,  is  connected  with 
the  real  estate  firm  of  G.  L.  & H.  J.  Gross,  of  Provi- 
dence, with  whom  he  holds  a responsible^position, 
and  is  also  secretary  of  the  Gross  & Gross  Company, 
of  New  York.  (3)  John  AI.,  born  Alay  15,  1872, 
is  treasurer  of  the  National  Construction  & Equip- 
ment Company,  of  New  A ork,  builders  of  electrical 
railways. 

Air.  YAlton  has  made  many  friends  during  his 
life,  possessing  those  qualities  which  ever  win 
esteem.  In  his  pleasant  home  at  No.  289  Broadway 
he  has  resided  since  November,  1891,  and  since 
1865  has  been  a resident  of  Providence.  He  enjoys 
the  reward  of  a successful  and  well-directed  life, 
and  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  a wide  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

JxAAIES  EDDY  (deceased)  was  a member  of 
the  old  Rhode  Island  family  of  the  name,  which 
springs  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  New 
England,  Samuel  Eddy,  he  and  his  brother  John 
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having  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  in  the  tall  of 
1630.  They  were  of  a highly  respectable  English 
family,  their  father  being  a college-bred  man  and 
the  pastor  of  a church  in  the  mother  country,  and 
of  Puritan  proclivities — traits  seemingly  transmitted 
to  his  posterity,  as  such  have  been  marked  in  it 
from  generation  to  generation.  This  is  evidenced 
in  the  strongly  pronounced  religious  character  of 
the  family.  The  mere  mention  to  the  student  of 
history  of  the  names  of  Rev.  Alfred  Eddy,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Seth  Eddy,_  D.  D.,  Rev.  Zachary  Eddy,  D. 
D.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Eddy  and  Rev.  Thomas  Means  Eddy, 
D.  D.,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a man 
of  signal  ability,  an  able  editor  and  eloquent 
preacher,  whose  attainments,  perhaps,  gave  to  the 
family  name  its  highest  reputation,  will  justify 
our  assertion.  Through  Zachariah  Eddy,  a son  of 
the  Pilgrim — Samuel  Eddy,  perhaps,  came  the  most 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Eddys,  though  in  this  and 
in  other  articles  it  will  be  observed  that  some  de- 
scended through  Obadiah,  another  son  of  the  Pil- 
grim, and  still  others  may  come  through  other 
brothers  of  the  Pilgrim,  since  along  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Eddy  name 
has  been  continuous  in  the  towns  of  which  this 
article  treats,  and  through  different  generations 
men  and  women  have  come  to  bear  an  honorable, 
if  not  conspicuous,  part  in  the  social,  business  and 
public  life  of  the  metropolis  of  the  State,  both  in 
Colonial  and  State  periods.  In  the  early  Colonial 
wars  and  the  Revolution  the  Eddys  were  on  the 
scene.  Col.  Jonathan  Eddy,  a descendant  of 
Samuel,  the  first,  through  his  son  John,  who 
settled  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  was  an  active  and  brave 
officer  of  the  French  war,  commanded  a company, 
and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  entered 
it  with  a colonel’s  commission.  Another  strong 
character  both  in  peace  and  war  was  Capt.  Joshua 
Eddy,  who  came  from  the  Pilgrim  Samuel,  through 
Obadiah  Eddy,  and  in  whose  veins  coursed  the 
blood  of  Bradford  and  Alorton,  of  the  “Mayflower.” 
Succeeding  generations,  too,  gave  to  their  com- 
munities men  of  position  and  influence — leaders  in 
the  activities  of  life.  Long  will  be  cherished  the 
names  of  Hon.  Samuel  Eddy,  lawyer,  judge,  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  Chief  Justice  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  that  of  his  brother,  Moses  Eddy,  not 
a public  man,  but  one  of  wealth  and  influence  and 
usefulness  m Providence.  Then,  there  have  been 
of  a still  later  period  in  Providence  other  repre- 
sentatives of  the  old  Massachusetts  stock  whose  in- 
fluence for  good  in  the  community  has  been  felt 
and  whose  careers  have  been  successful,  among 
them  the  late  John  Eddy,  Esq.,  long  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  and  leading  business  men  of 
the  city,  and  John  H.  Eddy,  still  in  active  life.  The 
name  is  perpetuated  at  this  time  in  the  children 
and  children’s  children  of  some  of  the  foregoing. 
At  Warren,  too,  the  family  name  has  been  worthily 
borne  and  reputation  sustained  by  the  late  James 


iMaxwell  and  the  late  Henry  Walter  Eddy,  long 
])rominent  and  useful  citizens  of  that  community, 
some  of  whose  posterity  are  yet  residents  of  the 
town. 

There  follows  an  account  of  the  ancestry  of 
the  late  James  Eddy,  of  Providence,  engraver  and 
art  connoisseur,  the  Roman  characters  indicating 
generations  from  the  first  American  ancestor. 

There  resided  in  Cranbrook,  County  of  Kent, 
England  (a  town  once  the  center  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  woolens,  famous  for  its  broadcloths),  Wil- 
liam Eddye,  A.  M.,  vicar  of  the  Church  of  St. 
Dunstan,  from  1589  to  . 1616.  He  was  a graduate 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  his  wife  was 
iMary  Fosten.  Rev.  j\Ir.  Eddye  was  a native  of 
Bristol  and  of  a highly  respectable  family,  a good 
man  and  useful  clergyman,  of  Puritan  proclivities. 
Two  of  his  sons,  John  and  Samuel  Eddy,  who  were 
in  sympathy  with  the  Pilgrims,  some  two  hundred 
and  seventy  and  more  years  ago  came  to  America, 
taking  passage  in  the  ship  “Handmaid,”  and  on 
Oct.  29,  1630  (O.  S.),  landed  at  Plymouth,  j\Iass. 
John  Eddy  and  wife  Amey  settled  af  Watertown, 
iMass.,  where  Mr.  Eddy  became  a member  of  the 
church  and  was  made  a freeman  in  1634.  He  was 
repeatedly  a selectman,  became  an  extensive  land 
holder,  and  left  a good  estate  to  his  numerous 
family.  This  article  is  to  deal  of  the  other  brother, 
Samuel  Eddy,  and  some  of  his  descendants. 

(I)  Samuel  Eddy,  son  of  Rev.  William,  and 
brother  of  John,  of  W’atertown,  Mass.,  was  born  in 
1608,  and  hence  was  in  his  twenty-third  year  when, 
with  his  wife  Elizabeth,  he  stepped  on  Plymouth 
Rock.  He  settled  first  in  Plymouth  and  soon 
joined  the  Pilgrim  Church.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  Society  and  received  oath  Jan. 
I,  1632,  and  in  1633  was  made  a freeman.  In 
1637  he  had  three  acres  of  land  in  Plymouth  set 
oft  to  him,  more  in  1641,  and  still  more  in  1645. 
In  1640,  with  several  of  his  neighbors,  Mr.  Eddy 
bought  a large  tract  of  land  of  the  Indians,  and 
founded  the  towm  of  Middleboro.  His  portion  in- 
cluded several  hundred  acres  in  the  northeast  por- 
tion of  the  town  of  Middleboro,  and  a part  of  the 
town  of  Halifax,  and  there,  as  his  descendants 
multiplied,  grew  up  the  little  village  of  Eddyville. 
IMr.  Eddy  died  in  1685,  and  his  widow  in  1689. 
Their  children  were:  John,  born  Dec.  25,  1637; 
Zachariah,  born  in  1639;  Caleb,  born  in  1643; 
Obadiah,  born  in  1645  5 Hannah,  born  June 
23,  1647. 

(II)  Zachariah  Eddy,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
1639,  niarried  iMay  7,  1663,  Alice  Padduck,  born 
iMarcli  7,  1640.  She  died  Sept.  24,  1692,  and  he 
married  (second)  Widow  Abigail  Smith.  Mr. 
Eddy  at  the  age  of  seven  years  was  bound  out  by 
his  parents  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  a shipwright,  of 
Rehoboth,  iNIass.,  until  he  was  twenty-one.  He 
later  became  a farmer.  On  June  7,  1665,  the  court 
granted  him  twelve  acres  of  land.  At  this  time 
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he  resided  at  Plymouth.  On  July  10,  1667,  he 
bought  thirty  acres  adjoining  what  he  already  had. 
He  also  bought  other  lands.  His  home  stood  on 
the  twelve-acre  tract  granted  to  him  by  the  court, 
on  what  in  1840  was  the  Eddy  Furnace.  From 
Middleboro  jMr.  Eddy  moved  to  Swansea.  He 
died  Sept.  4,  1718.  His  children  were  born  as 
follows:  Zachariah,  April  10,  1664;  John,  Oct. 
10,  1666;  Elizabeth,  Aug.  6,  1670;  Samuel,  June 
4,  1673 ; Ebenezer,  Feb.  5,  1675  ; Caleb,  Sept.  12, 
1678;  Joshua,  Feb.  21,  1680;  Obadiah,  Sept.  2, 
,1683;  and  Alice,  Nov.  28,  1684. 

(Ill)  Zachariah  Eddy  (2J,  son  of  Zachariah, 
born  April  10,  1664,  married  in  iMiddleboro,  iMass., 
iFeb.  13,  1683,  Mercy  Baker,  of  Swansea.  In  1707 
Mr.  Eddy  moved  to  Nestaconhennett  (Providence, 
R.  I.).  He  married  (second)  Ann  Phillis.  i\Ir. 

1 Eddy's  will  is  on  record  in  the  town  of  Glocester, 
R.  I.  His  children  by  the  first  marriage  were : 
Alice,  born  Nov.  28,  1684;  Elenor,  born  May  16, 
168 — ; Jemima,  born  Aug.  5,  1688;  Zachariah,  born 
Sept.  13,  1691;  and  *\lice,  born  Jan.  5,  1694;  and 
those  of  the  second  marriage  were:  Anna,  born 
Dec.  27,  1708;  Elisha,  born  Nov.  14,  1710;  Joseph, 
born  Feb.  14,  1713;  and  Samuel,  born  Dec.  21, 

1715- 

I (IV)  Zachariah  Eddy  (3),  son  of  Zachariah 
1(2),  born  Sept.  13,  1691,  in  Swansea,  iMass.,  mar- 
ried Eunice.  Mr.  Eddy  was  a resident  of  both 
Providence  and  Glocester,  R.  I.,  moving  to  Provi- 
dence in  1707.  His  children  were:  Samuel; 
Zachariah;  Joshua;  Benjamin;  Joseph;  William, 
born  July  26,  1751 ; Patience;  and  Eliphalet. 

(V)  Zachariah  Eddy  (4),  son  of  Zachariah 
(3),  was  a shipwright  of  Providence,  R.  I.  His 
children  were:  Zachariah,  born  June  16,  1760; 
Elizabeth,  April  25,  1762;  Benjamin,  Feb.  10,  1764; 
Nathaniel,  Oct.  13,  1766;  Chester,  Sept.  20,  1771; 
and  Jonathan,  Jan.  19,  1774. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Eddy,  son  of  Zachariah  (4), 
born  Feb.  10,  1764,  married  Alarch  18,  1787,  Sally 
James,  and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Zachariah, 
born  April  23,  1788,  died  Feb.  5,  1795;  Chester, 
born  March  19,  1790,  died  Sept.  28,  1790;  Ben- 
jamin C.,  born  July  25,  1791,  died  April 

20,  1869;  Eunice,  born  June  27,  1793,  died 
Aug.  3.  1793;  Betsey born  July  21,  1794, 
died  Oct.  19,  1794!  Sally,  born  in  January, 
1796,  died  May  ii,  1861  ; Zachariah  (2),  born  Feb. 
^5>  1798,  died  in  1822;  Abigail,  born  FAb.  17, 
1800,  died  Jan.  15,  1880;  James,  born  iMarch  17, 
1802,  died  Feb.  10,  1806;  Eunice  Chester,  born 
April  2,  1804,  died  Aug.  i,  1877;  James  (2),  born 
May  29,  1806,  died  May  18,  1888;  and  Elizabeth 
Pettis,  born  Oct.  30,  1809,  died  June  25,  1839. 

(VII)  James  Eddy,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
May  29,  1806,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  Sept. 

21,  1848,  Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Meriam,  of  Boston.  Their 
children  were:  James,  born  June  21,  1849, 

Sept.  20,  1853;  Sarah  James,  born  i\Iay  9,  1851; 


Benjamin,  born  Aug.  23,  1853,  died  Dec.  18,  1853; 
and  Amy,  born  Dec.  5,  1854,  married  Dr.  E.  Al. 
Harris,  of  Providence. 

James  Eddy  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  early  showed  talent  in  the  use  of  the  pen  and 
fine  tools,  making  when  a lad  of  fourteen  a copy 
of  a bank-bill  which  was  so  accurate  that  an  ex- 
perienced shopkeeper  thought  it  genuine  until  told 
by  the  boy  that  he  had  made  it.  When  a boy  Mr. 
Eddy  went  to  Boston  and  learned  the  trade  of  an 
engraver.  He  possessed  natural  talent  of  a high 
order,  and  having  a passionate  love  for  art  and  all 
that  pertains  to  it  became  a very  skilful  engraver, 
and  also  showed  ability  in  fine  drawings  for  archi- 
tectural purposes,  in  original ' portraiture,  and  in 
copying  paintings. 

Early  in  life  he  made  a trip  to  Europe  to 
purchase  a finer  set  of  engraver's  tools  than  could 
at  that  time  be  procured  in  this  country.  While 
in  Europe  he  visited  the  art  galleries  and  con- 
ceived 'an  idea  that  good  copies  of  the  famous 
paintings  he  saw  there  would  sell  readily  at  profit- 
able prices  in  this  country.  He  invested  his  funds  in 
that  way  and  his  anticipations  were  fully  realized.  He 
became  an  extensive  purchaser  and  seller  of  paint- 
ings and  works  of  art.  He  made  ten  trips  to  Europe 
collecting  them.  He  engaged  many  artists  in  re- 
producing the  works  of  old  masters  and  became 
an  adept  in  retouching  and  glazing  the  paintings, 
and  probably  in  that  particular  branch  of  art  he 
was  unexcelled.  He  disposed  of  his  purchases  at 
auction  sale  in  New  York,  Boston,  Providence  and 
other  cities,  and  accumulated  a considerable  for- 
tune. 

Air.  Eddy,  after  his  marriage,  resided  in  Bos- 
ton for  several  years,  but  always  regarded  Provi- 
dence as  his  home,  and  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  life,  at  the  end  of  the  Civil  war,  he  came 
to  Providence  and  built  a beautiful  house  on  Bell 
street,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 

His  religious  feeling,  and  his  desire  to  further 
the  interests  of  rational  thought,  led  him  to  build 
a Chapel  on  land  adjoining  his  homestead  property 
in  Providence,  and  by  his  will  he  left  in  trust  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  non-sectarian  devotional 
services  therein.  Fle  wished  this  Chapel  to  be  dedi- 
cated “To  God,  to  Truth,  and  to  all  that  ennobles 
Humanity.”  While  Air.  Eddy  did  not  agree  with 
orthodox  doctrines  he  was  a firm  believer  in  God 
as  the  creator  and  originator  of  the  universe.  He 
once  told  a friend  who  made  inquiries  concerning 
the  erection  of  the  Chapel  that  he  built  it  as  a 
voluntary  monument  of  praise  and  gratitude  to  God 
for  life  and  the  many  attendant  blessings  that  had 
been  given  him.  The  main -auditorium  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  was  used  for  the  first  time  Alay  20,  1888, 
at  the  solemnizing  of  his  obsequies.  He  died  in 
Providence,  R.  L,  Alay  18,  1888.  The  Chapel 
was  opened  for  public  and  permanent  use  Dec.  i, 
1889,  and  has  since  been  the  center  of  important 
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religious,  ethical  and  educational  interests.  His 
writings  were  edited  and  published  under  the  title 
“Thoughts  on  Religion' and  Alorality’’  (1891). 

W'lLLIA^l  ORRELL.  The  life  of  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Orrell,  a manufacturer  at  Glendale,  town  of 
Burrillville,  a town  in  which  he  has  resided  for 
over  a cpiarter  of  a century,  furnishes  the  ambitious 
youth  of  to-day  an  example  of  what  can  be  accom- 
plished in  a life  of  energy,  industry  and  integrity. 

j\Ir.  Orrell  was  born  Nov.  14,  1848,  in  Rich- 
dale,  Hey  wood,  Lancashire,  England,  son  of  James 
and  i\lary  Ann  (Tetlow)  Orrell.  James  Orrell,  born 
in  1819  in  England,  was  a weaver  by  occupation. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  about  1854,  locating 
at  Olneyville,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  mills, 
and  was  joined  one  year  later  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. He  was  emplo3'ed  successive!}'  in  mills  at 
Bridgeport  and  Putnam,  Conn.,  Bridgeton,  Green- 
ville, Belleville  and  ]\Iohegan,  R.  I.,  and  Blackstone, 
Mass.,  and  then,  returning  to  Rhode  Island,  was  em- 
ployed at  Xasonville,  where  he  resided  for  a number 
of  years  retired  from  active  labor.  There  he  died  in 
1879,  while  his  wife,  born  in  1817,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  son,  William,  in  1887;  both  are  buried  in 
the  cemetery  at  Pascoag.  Of  their  children,  several 
died  in  infancy  in  England,  those  who  reached 
adult  age  being:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  James 
Clarkson,  of  Glendale ; William ; Samuel,  an  over- 
seer of  weaving  in  his  brother's  mill  at  Glendale ; 
and  Lucy,  who  married  Joseph  Beaumont,  residing 
at  South  Royalston,  Massachusetts. 

William  Orrell  was  a hoy  of  seven  years  when 
the  family  came  to  this  country  and,  as  soon  as  he 
was  large  enough,  went  to  work.  His  educational 
advantages  were  very  limited,  indeed.  The  family 
located  at  Bridgeton  in  about  1858,  and  there 
young  Orrell  earned  his  first  wages  in  the  employ 
of  Edward  INIarsh,  who  operated  the  mill  that  stood 
on  the  site  subsequently  occupied  by  the  late  James 
O.  Inman,  in  the  manufacture  of  Clear  River 
woolens.  The  boy  was  next  employed  in  the  Pooke 
& Steere  mill,  at  Greenville,  where  his  parents 
located  in  i860.  In  1865  William  Orrell  came  to 
Glendale,  where  he  was  employed  as  a chore  boy  in 
the  mill  then  operated  by  Day  & Chapin.  He  re- 
turned to  Greenville,  where  he  was  employed  until 
he  removed  to  Belleville,  and  from  there  to  INIohe- 
gan,  thence  to  Blackstone,  i\Iass.  Having  worked 
up  through  every  department  of  the  woolen  indus- 
try, when  he  went  from  Blackstone  to  Nasonville, 
in  1879,  he  was  in  charge  of  weaving.  He  subse- 
quently held  the  same  position  in  mills  at  Mohegan 
and  Hampden,  iSIass.,  and  at  the  Wheelock  Mill,  at 
Putnam,  Conn.,  remaining  at  the  latter  place  until 
1879,  when  he  came  to  Glendale  and  became  boss 
weaver  and  designer  in  the  mill  then  operated  by 
Francis  Carpenter.  In  1882  he  became  superintend- 
ent of  the  same  mill.  ]\Ir.  Carpenter  died  in  1883, 
and  the  same  year  Mr.  Orrell  formed  a co-partner- 


ship with  Robert  Kershaw  and  Joseph  H.  Carpen 
ter  and  leased  the  property.  Air.  Kershaw  died  twc!  i 
years  later,  and  Aiessrs.  Orrell  and  Carpenter  coni 
tinned  the  business  until  1889,  when  the  partner 
ship  was  discontinued.  Air.  Orrell  purchasing  tin 
mill  plant.  After  he  took  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty he  enlarged  and  remodeled  the  mill,  adding 
all  the  latest  improved  machinery  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  fancy  cassimeres.  In  Aiay,  1907,  the  busi- 
ness was  incorporated  as  the  Orrell  Alills,  Williair 
Orrell  becoming  president  and  treasurer  and  Fred- 
erick W.  Orrell  secretary  and  manager.  ] 

The  privilege  now  owned  by  the  Orrell  Alills  is 
one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  in  the 
town.  About  a century  and  a quarter  ago  a grist 
and  saw  mill  was  erected  there,  and  the  property, 
passing  through  several  hands,  was  finally  purchased 
by  Anthony  Steere,  of  Glocester.  The  building 
was  burned  about  1851  and  Air.  Steere  erected  a 
stone  mill,  now  a part  of  the  Orrell  Alills.  Air.' 
Steere  later  sold  the  property  to  Lyman  Copeland,! 
who  began  the  manufacture  of  fancy  cassimeres. i 
Olney  & Aletcalf,  of  Providence,  succeeded  Alr.j 
Copeland  in  the  operation  of  the  mill,  and  in  1863 
Day  & Chapin,  of  Providence,  became  the  lessees. 
In  1868  it  was  leased  to  Francis  Carpenter,  who 
later  purchased  the  property  of  Air.  Copeland.  The 
subsequent  history  of  the  mill  is  outlined  above. 

Air.  Orrell  is  a stanch  Republican  in  his  political 
views.  He  has  taken  a very  active  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  party  in  his  town,  has  served  several 
years  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  commit- 
tee, represented  Burrillville  in  the  State  Senate  in 
1894,  and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  | 
of  the  Producers  National  Bank  and  the  Producers 
Trust  Company,  at  W oonsocket.  He  is  a member 
of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  26,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  at  Harris- 
ville,  and  a member  of  the  Wool  Club  at  New 
York,  an  organization  consisting  of  individuals  en- 
gaged in  the  woolen  trade. 

Air.  Orrell’s  first  marriage  was  to  Alice  A., 
daughter  of  James  and  Ann  Bradley,  of  Blackstone, 
Alass.,  and  she  died  in  1880.  Their  children  were: 
Gertrude  married  Harry  E.  Davis,  manager  of  the 
New  England  Coal  Company,  at  WMonsocket,  and 
they  have  two  children : WdUiam  Orrell  and  Avery 
Billings;  Frederick  W.,  secretary  of  the  Orrell 
Alills,  married  Ida  L.  Chilson ; Alabel  is  the  wife 
of  Sayles  B.  Steere,  of  Glocester,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Dorothy  Orrell. 

Air.  Orrell  was  again  married,  in  1888,  to  Alary 
E.,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Eliza  Brewer,  of  Wil- 
braham,  Alass.,  and  she  died  Jan.  10,  1905.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  Edwin  and 
Dorothy,  both  of  whom  died  young. 

As  will  be  seen,  Air.  Orrell  is  a self-made  man  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  that  term.  His  business,  social 
and  political  honors  have  been  fairly  won,  and  his 
life  has  been  spent  so  as  to  command  the  respect 
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and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a very 
congenial  and  approachable  man,  is  public-spirited, 
and  a kind  father  and  employer. 

TAYLOR.  (I)  “William  Taylor,  late  of  Barn- 
stable, in  Devonshire,  England,  but  now  of  Borts- 
• mouth,  N.  E.,  and  Ann  Goodfillow,  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  married  by  William  Sanford,  Justice,  Oct. 
4,  1/22.”  [Book  I,  page  76,  Portsmouth  Records.] 
In  1740  he  came  to  South  Kingstown  and  pur- 
chased an  estate  including  waterpower  and  fulling- 
mill,  etc.,  in  what  is  now  known  as  iMoorsfield. 
Here  he  erected  several  houses,  shops,  etc.,  and 
carried  on  the  business  of  clothier,  fulling,  dyeing 
and  dressing  cloths  as  they  came  from  the  family 
looms.  Pie  was  a man  of  industry,  integrity  and 
honor,  exemplifying  in  his  daily  life  the  high  moral 
qualities  and  simplicity  of  character  of  the  Quaker 
faith  to  which  he  belonged.  He  died  Sept.  21, 
1770.  His  property  was  known  at  this  time  as 
Taylor’s  Wills.  His  son, 

(H)  Joseph  Taylor,  born  Jan.  27,  1726,  mar- 
ried in  1749  Experience  Sherman,  who  was  born 
lune  I,  1729,  daughter  of  Abial  and  Dorcas  (Gar- 
diner) Sherman.  In  1762  he  bought  of  David 
Sprague  forty  acres  of  land  in  North  Kingstown, 
where  he  planted  a mill  dam  and  factory  which 
have  since  developed  into  the  village  of  Silver 
i Spring.  He  was  styled  “clothier.”  Eor  many 
j years  he  was  a member  of  the  town  council,  his 
' name  on  its  records  being  always  prefixed  by  the  title 
!of  “Colonel.”  He  was  appointed  in  1781  to  the 
Council  of  War,  also  to  have  charge  of  the  pay- 
ment of  money  to  the  wives  of  soldiers  from 
this  town  (North  Kingstown)  belonging  to  the 
Continental  army.  In  1783  he  was  appointed  by 
' the  town  council  of  North  Kingstown  to  receive 
donations  for  the  suffering  at  Newport.  He  had 
a sympathetic  and  loving  nature.  He  died  Sept. 
I,  1802.  His  son, 

(HI)  W'illiam  Taylor,  was  born  in  1752.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Card  Nov.  21,  1776.  She  was 
born  April  25,  1756,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1824.  In 
1775  he  was  appointed  by  the  Statev  ensign  of  2d 
Company  of  North  Kingstown  and  the  same  year 
captain  of  same  company;  reappointed  in  1776  and 
employed  as  special  guard  on  the  southern  shores 
of  Rhode  Island.  [See  Rhode  Island  Colonial 
Records,  Vol.  VH,  pages  349,  366,  516.]  Wdl- 
liam  Taylor  died  iMarch  24,  1815.  His  son 

(IV)  William  Taylor  was  born  Oct.  14,  1792. 
He  married  Mary  Sanford,  who  was  born  Jan. 
28,  1790,  daughter  of  Ezbon  and  Abigail  (Cong- 
don)  Sanford,  and  their  children,  all  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  were  as  follows : Ezbon  Sanford,  born 
Dec.  25,  1810,  is  mentioned  below.  iMary  Ann, 
born  March  ii,  1813,  died  unmarried.  Abby  Eliza, 
born  Nov.  7,  1815,  married  Pardon  Sherman. 
Elmira,  born  Dec.  14,  1817,  married  Robert  Rod- 
man  and  lived  in  North  Kingstown.  Frances,  born 
Sept.  5,  1820,  died  unmarried.  Ydlliam  C.,  born 


July  18,  1823,  married  Kate  Carpenter,  and  lived 
in  \Vakefield.  Lydia  S.,  born  Sept,  i,  1826,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Kingsley,  of  Westerly.  Hannah  S., 
born  March  8,  1829,  married  David  Cranston. 
Thomas  C.,  born  Aug.  7,  1831,  died  young.  Am- 
brose C.,  born  Dec.  29,  1833,  was  married  three 
times ; he  lived  in  Lafayette,  R.  L,  now  residing 
at  Stony  Lane.  This  family  was  notable  for 
longevity,  and  when  the  oldest  son  died,  April  6, 
1891,  there  survived  him  six  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  viz. : William,  of  Wakefield ; Ambrose,  of 
Lafayette;  Mrs.  Kingsley,  of  Westerly;  Mrs.  Sher- 
man; Miss  Mary  Taylor;  and  Mrs.  Rodman,  of 
North  Kingstown. 

(V)  Ezbon  Sanford  Taylor,  born  Dec.  25,  1810, 
in  North  Kingstown,  moved  to  South  Kingstown 
shortly  before  1850  and  located  on  the  T.  G. 
Hazard  farm.  He  afterward  removed  to  the  south 
pier  and  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  in  com- 
pany with  Amos  Rodman,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Rodman  & Taylor.  However,  he  was  best  known 
in  his  connection  with  Narragansett  Pier  as  a sum- 
mer resort,  having  in  1855  built  the  “Narragansett 
House,”  which  he  opened  to  guests  in  the  summer 
of  1856,  and  of  which  he  continued  as  landlord  for 
thirty-two  years.  Among  his  patrons  were  many 
who,  with  their  children  and  grandchildren,  con- 
tinued to  visit  the  house  regularly  all  those  years, 
and  are  still  numbered  among  the  visitors  to  the 
Pier.  In  1857  he  built  a bath-house  on  the  beach 
at  the  Pier  for  the  use  of  the  guests  of  the  hotel, 
and  in  1876  his  son  William  H.  Taylor  built  the 
present  bath-house,  which  he  has  conducted  ever 
since.  i\Ir.  Taylor  only  abandoned  business  because 
of  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  he  was  in  feeble  health 
for  some  time  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  6,  1891.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
plat  in  the  Allenton  cemetery.  The  funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Rev.  W.  N. 
Ackley  officiating.  iMr.  Taylor  was  a successful 
business  man,  acquiring  a competence  by  good 
management  and  close  attention  to  business,  and  he 
was  highly  esteemed  in  his  community  and  by  the 
people  who  learned  to  know  him  in  many  years’ 
acquaintance  as  summer  host. 

On  March  27,  1834,  Mr.  Taylor  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Perry,  who  was  born  July 
12,  1814,  daughter  of  John  and  Sally  (Gould) 
Perry,  of-  South  Kingstown,  and  sister  of  the  late 
John  G.  Perry,  of  Wakefield.  Mrs.  Taylor  passed 
away  Jan.  26,  1899.  She  and  her  husband  were 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Wakefield. 
Five  children  were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows: 
(i)  Emeline,  horn  June  26,  1835,  married  John 
d.  Cottrell,  of  Jamestown,  R.  L,  son  of  John  Stan- 
ton and  Desire  (Northrup)  Cottrell,  and  their 
children  were  six  in  number:  Mary  T.,  who  mar- 
ried F.  Bray ; John  Stanton,  unmarried ; Anna  T., 
unmarried : Emma  D.,  who  married  Dr.  Augustus 
Binford ; Samuel  C.,  who  married  Ella  Louise 
Hoadley,  and  Ezbon  T..  unmarried.  For  a number 
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of  years  after  his  marriage  John  T.  Cottrell  lived 
at  Narragansett  Pier,  where  he  conducted  a 
coal  and  lumber  business  at  the  South  Pier. 
In  the  year  1874  he  sold  his  business  and 
went  to  Pawtucket,  where  he  died  in  1884. 

(2)  Franklin,  born  Hay  26,  1839,  died  young. 

(3)  Franklin,  born  Aug.  2,  1846,  died  young. 

(4)  Ezbon  S.,  born  Feb.  20,  1849,  married  Miriam 
W . Browning,  and  they  have  had  two  children : 
Miriam  Elma,  born  June  i,  1875,  who  died  Aug.  31, 
1876;  and  Mary  Edna,  born  June  i,  1875,  who  is  the 
only  Taylor  of  her  generation,  her  father's  brothers 
having  no  children.  (5)  William  Henry,  born  July 
I,  1851,  is  unmarried. 

GARDINER  (South  Kingstown).  In  looking 
over  the  records  of  the  Gardiner  family  of  South 
Kingstown  we  find  the  history  to  be  as  follows : 

(II)  William  Gardiner  was  born  in  1651,  and 
died  in  1711,  his  will  being  probated  March  12th 
of  that  year.  On  June  21,  1671,  he  bought  200 
acres  of  John  Porter,  and  in  1679,  with  others, 
signed  a petition  to  the  King.  In  1688  he  was  a 
constable  and  grand  juryman,  and  Jan.  18,  1706, 
he  deeded  ‘‘for  love”  to  John  Gentel  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  a tract  of  land.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died 
in  1737.  Her  will,  which  was  written  in  Eebruary, 
1736,  was  probated  jMarch  15,  1737.  Their  chil- 
dren were  : William,  born  in  1675  ; Ann,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Hull ; Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
Gould ; Rebecca ; Dorcas,  who  married  Abiel  Sher- 
man; Susannah,  who  married  William  King; 
Tabitha,  who  married  Joseph  Avery ; and  Rachel, 
who  married  Joseph  Hammond. 

(III)  William  Gardiner,  son  of  William,  w'as 
born  in  1675,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1696. 
He  died  in  1748.  His  first  wdfe,  Mary,  was  bap- 
tized Oct.  18,  1726,  and  died  the  next  day.  They 
had  four  children:  William,  baptized  in  1726; 
Thomas,  born  in  1712,  who  was  baptized  in  1728; 
John,  born  in  1708;  and  Desire,  who  died  Sepr. 
30,  1745- 

(IV)  W illiam  Gardiner,  baptized  in  1726,  died 
Feb.  6,  1781.  He  was  married  in  1736,  and  he  and 
his  wife  Freelove  had  children:  Clarke,  born  Aug. 
3,  1737;  Thomas,  born  March  7,  1738,  who  mar- 
ried Abigail  Parker;  Stephen,  born  June  7,  1740, 
who  married  Dorcas  Watson;  Mary,  born  Feb. 
13,  1744,  who  married  Allan  Gardiner;  Desire, 
born  Nov.  26,  1749;  Gideon,  born  Nov.  15,  1751, 
and  Patience. 

(V)  Clarke  Gardiner  was  born  Aug.  3,  1737, 
and  married  Nov.  i,  1759,  Amy  Lillebridge,  who 
died  Aug.  17,  1785,  he  dying  two  years  later.  Their 
children  were:  Champlin,  born  Aug.  18,  1768, 
married  Bathsheba  Gardiner,  and  died  June  25, 
1846;  Amy  married  in  February,  1812,  Sunderland 
Patterson;  Freelove  married  in  1800  Jeffry  W. 
Gardner ; William  C.  is  mentioned  below. 

(VI)  William  C.  Gardner,  born  in  1765,  died 
April  6,  1837.  He  married  IMary  Franklin,  who 


was  born  Oct.  29,  1758,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Franklin,  and  died  xTug.  6,  1847.  Their 
children  were:  Rowland  F.  and  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin. 

(VII)  Rowland  Franklin  Gardner  married 
March  31,  1819,  Martha  Clarke  Gardner,  born 
Sept.  10,  1795,  daughter  of  Peleg  Gardner;  she 
died  Dec.  19,  1837.  They  had  children : Mary  F., 
born  Jan.  20,  1820,  died  March  i,  1844;  ElizijDeth 
H.,  born  Jan.  9,  1821,  died  Sept.  12,  1864;  Fanny, 
born  Aug.  19,  1822,  married  Eli  S.  Boyce;  Alartha, 
born  Feb.  24,  1824,  died  Oct.  8,  1887;  Emma, 
born  Eeb.  26,  1826,  clied  Jan.  2,  1890;  Rowland  B., 
born  Sept.  4,  1827,  died  Dec.  17,  1827;  Caroline 
was  born  Alay  28,  1829;  William  C.  was  born  Dec. 
12,  1830;  Sally  C.,  born  Oct.  26,  1832,  married 
W'illiam  G.  Caswell;  Betsy  C.,  born  Jan.  15,  1834, 
married  Joshua  R.  Locke;  John  R.,  born  Feb.  16, 
1835,  died  in  February,  1903 ; Rowland  F.  was  born 
Dec.  18,  1837.  Rowland  Franklin  Gardner,  the 
father,  married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth 
Browning,  and  they  had  children  as  follows: 
Stephen  Browning,  born  Dec.  ii,  1842;  Miriam 
W.,  born  Aug.  i,  1844,  who  marrieci  David  S. 
Carr,  of  Newport;  George  B.,  of  Watson’s  Corner, 
born  Oct.  13,  1846;  and  Lucy  A.,  born  April  17, 
1850,  who  married  Capt.  George  Spink,  of  Auburn, 
R.  I.  Rowland  Franklin  Gardner  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  Boston  Neck  from  1820  until  1846,  and 
then  removed  to  Watson’s  Corner,  where  he  died 
in  May,  1888. 

(VIII)  William  Clarke  Gardner  was  born 
on  Boston  Neck,  Dec.  12,  1830,  in  the  old  Peleg 
Gardner  house.  He  spent  his  early  boyhood  and 
school  days  there,  and  when  the  family  removed 
to  V'atson’s  Corner  he  remained  on  the  home  farm, 
which  his  father  leased  to  him  when  he  was  twenty- 
one.  Subsequently  he  lived  on  the  Governor 
Brown  farm,  and  still  later  on  the  Jenckes  farm 
until  1899,  when  he  gave  up  farming  and  removed 
to  “IMorningside  Cottage,”  which  he  had  built  at 
Narragansett  Pier  in  the  spring  of  1898.  On  Nov. 
30,  1904,  he  married,  at  Narragansett  Pier,  Julia 
Ann  Brown,  daughter  of  Stephen  Gardiner. 

(VIII)  Stephen  Browning  Gardiner  was 
born  Dec.  ii,  1842,  and  spent  his  school  days  at 
Tower  Hill  and  at  Kingston  Academy.  He  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and  is  one 
of  the  active,  substantial  men  of  the  town  of  Nar- 
ragansett. On  Oct.  29,  1873,  he  married  Hannah 
Emerline  Glarke,  daughter  of  Carder  Hazard  and 
Hannah  S.  (Allen)  Clarke,  of  whom  there  is  men- 
tion in  another  part  of  this  volume.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union : ( i ) Carder  Clarke, 

born  Sept.  18,  1874,  married  April  21,  1899,  at 
Lewistown,  Pa.,  Stella  Lineweaver,  of  Philadelphia. 
On  Oct.  10,  1895,  he  narrowly  escaped  drowning 
off  Narragansett  Pier,  while  employed  by  Hughes 
Bros.  & Bangs,  contractors,  in  building  the  break- 
water at  Point  Judith.  In  1896,  while  employed  as 
a brakeman  on  the  New  Haven  & Hartford  rail- 
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road,  he  met  with  an  accident  which  necessitated 
the  amputation  of  one  of  his  legs.  On  Dec.  8,  1902, 
Mr.  Gardiner  and  Daniel  Clark  of  \*irginia  went 
out  in  an  open  rowboat,  fishing,  oft'  the  coast  of 
Narragansett,  and  have  never  been  heard  from 
since.  (2)  Stephen  Browning,  the  second  son 
of  Stephen  B.  Gardiner,  was  born  Dec.  18,  1878, 
and  married  Miss  Lillian  Chappell.  (3)  Hannah 
Clarke  Gardiner,  Mr.  Gardiner’s  only  daughter, 
born  Oct.  29,  1885,  died  Nov.  5,  1886. 

GARDNER  (Killingly,  Conn.  — Providence 
family).  The  name  Gardner,  variously  spelled 
Gardner,  Gardener,  Gardiner,  is  of  as  long  stand- 
ing in  New  England  as  the  settlements  here.  One 
Richard  Gardener,  a seaman,  came  in  the  “May- 
flower,” but  returned  to  the  mother  country. 
Thomas  Gardner,  the  first  of  the  Salem  stock, 
came  over  in  1624  from  Dorsetshire,  England,  in 
which  locality  the  name  had  flourished  for  more 
than  three  centuries,  and  settled,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Dorchester  Company  and  Rev.  John 
White,  with  thirteen  others,  at  Gloucester,  Cape 
Ann,  upon  the  grant  of  Lord  Sheffield  to  Robert 
Cushman  and  Edward  Winslow,  made  in  January 
of  that  year.  Mr.  Gardner  was  overseer  of  the 
plantation,  John  Tylley  of  the  fisheries,  Robert 
Conant  being  soon  afterward  appointed  governor. 
Not  realizing  the  success  they  anticipated  in  found- 
ing a colony  they  removed,  in  1626,  to  Naumkeag, 
or  Salem,  which  continued  the  home  of  jMr.  Gardner 
and  his  descendants  down  to  the  present  century. 

There  was  a John  Gardner  of  Plymouth  as 
early  as  1635,  among  others  of  the  name  early 
here  were  Capt.  Lion  Gardiner,  an  expert  engineer, 
sent  by  Lord  Say  and  Sele,  who  came  in  1635  to 
build  a fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river , 
and  Thomas  Gardner,  of  Roxbury,  as  • early  as 
1638. 

Through  one  of  the  sons  of  Thomas  Gardner 
of  Salem,  Richard  Gardner,  came  the  numerous  and 
influential  Gardner  family  of  Nantucket;  another 
son,  George  Gardner,  settled  at  Hartford  in  1673 ! 
while  still  another  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Gardner,  was 
killed  in  the  great  Narragansett  swamp  fight,  in 
1675.  As  the  territory  in  what  is  now  Windham 
county.  Conn.,  was  being  settled  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  seventeenth  and  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
centuries,  the  name  of  Gardner  is  found  among  the 
pioneers  thither.  What  was  known  as  the  Stoddard 
tract  in  the  town  of  Pomfret,  Conn.,  remained  for 
many  years  in  the  hands  of  its  non-resident  own- 
ers, save  a few  hundred  acres  sold  in  1719  to  Abiel 
Cheney,  Benjamin  Chapin,  of  Lynn,  Samuel 
Gardner  and  Samuel  Pellet ; Chapin  and  Pellet  also 
bought  land  of  Major  Fitch  and  were  the  first 
settlers  of  the  southwest  corner  of  Pomfret.  By 
1720  about  twenty  families  had  gathered  in  the 
south  part  of  Pomfret.  Mr.  Gardner  was  made 
ensign  of  the  military  company  formed  in  1724  in 
Canada  Parish,  Windham,  Connecticut. 


It  is  with  a branch  of  this  Windham  county 
Gardner  family  this  article  is  to  briefly  deal — with 
the  descendants  of  William  Gardner  of  the  town 
of  Killingly,  whose  son,  Brayton  Gardner,  re- 
moved to  Providence,  where  through  the  past  fifty 
and  more  years  his  son,  the  late  Hon.  Henry  W. 
Gardner,  a prominent  manufacturer,  and  for  some 
years  postmaster  of  the  city,  and  the  latter’s  sons, 
Rathbone  and  Henry  B.  Gardner,  respectively,  a 
leading  lawyer  of  Providence,  and  a professor  in 
Brown  University,  have  in  turn  been  substantial 
men  and  useful  citizens. 

Brayton  Gardner,  born  about  1780,  married  Al- 
mira Gardner,  a descendant  of  the  Swansea  (Mass.) 
branch  of  the  family.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
ten  children.  Mr.  Gardner  in  a little  after  middle 
life  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  and  his  wife 
died,  he  June  7,  1863,  when  aged  eighty-three  years, 
and  she  Feb.  ii,  1875,  when  aged  seventy-eight 
years. 

Henry  W.  Gaeujner,  son  of  Brayton  and  Al- 
mira, born  Sept.  17,  1821,  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried Sept.  8,  1846,  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Stephen  Kilton  Rathbone,  of  Providence.  She  was 
born  July  24,  1823,  and  died  May  28,  1892.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  (i)  Emma 
died  Aug.  28,  1869,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
(2)  Charlotte  married  Henry  T.  Cornett,  and  died 
in  Providence,  Sept.  17,  1901,  aged  fifty-one  years, 
leaving  one  son,  Gardner,  who  was  born  Jan.  3, 
1876.  (3)  Rathbone  was  born  Feb.  18,  1856. 

(4)  Mary  R.,  born  Nov.  2,  1858,  died  Nov.  3, 
1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  (5)  Henry 
B.,  born  March  26,  1863,  married  June  9,  1890, 
Mabel  Richmond,  and  they  have  three  children : 
Mabel,  born  March  2,  1892,  Marion,  born  Dec. 
15,  1894,  and  Walter  R.,  born  Feb.  15,  1898. 

Henry  W.  Gardner  was  educated  in  the  Friends’ 
School  in  Providence.  He  made  his  entry  into  busi- 
ness as  a clerk  for  the  High  Street  Furnace  Com- 
pany and  subsequently  entered  into  partnership 
with  Noble  T.  Greene  and  R.  L.  Thurston.  Subse- 
cjuently,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Greene,  the  firm 
name  became  Thtflston,  Gardner  & Co.,  which 
firm  was  afterward,  Aug.  i,  1863,  merged  into  the 
Providence  Steam  Engine  Company,  of  which 
Byron  Sprague  was  the  first  president.  On  the 
death  of  Mr.  Sprague,  in  1866,  Mr.  William  Rey- 
nolds was  elected  president,  and  was  succeeded  in 
1868  by  Mr.  Gardner,  who  became  both  president 
and  treasurer,  which  offices  he  held  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  During  the  Civil  war  the  company  re- 
ceived a large  number  of  government  contracts  to 
supply  machinery  for  gunboats  and  transports  of 
the  “double-ender”  pattern,  and  thereby  amassed  a 
considerable  fortune. 

Mr.  Gardner  held  the  office  of  president  in  the 
Coventry  and  Union  Companies,  and  had  been  a 
director  in  the  First  National  Bank  and  also  the 
Rhode  Island  National  Bank.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Providence  in  1880,  to  succeed 
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Charles  R.  Brayton,  and  was  removed  by  President 
Cleveland  in  the  spring  of  1887,  being  succeeded 
by  Charles  H.  George,  Escp  Air.  Gardner  was 
also  a director,  and  one  of  the  principal  stockhold- 
ers, in  the  Richmond  Paper  Company. 

Air.  Gardner  was  possessed  of  remarkable  busi- 
ness sagacity  and  executive  ability,  and  was  a 
staunch  Republican  in  politics,  being  actively  identi- 
hed  with  the  party  for  many  years.  He  served  as 
a member  of  the  common  council  from  the  Eighth 
ward  in  18O9-70,  and  as  alderman  from  the  same 
ward  in  1870-71.  He  also  served  as  a representative 
in  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  a man  of  genial 
and  sociable  temperament,  and  associated  with  the 
leading  merchants  and  business  men  of  the  city  and 
State. 

Ratiieoxe  .Gardner,  son  of  Henry  W.  and 
Alary  B.  (Rathbone)  Gardner,  born  Feb.  18,  1856, 
in  Providence,  R.  1.,  married  Jan.  i,  1880,  Sophie 
L.,  daughter  of  the  late  John  A.  Gardner,  of 
Providence,  and  their  children  are  : Henry  \V  .,  born 
Aug.  12,  1881  ; and  Alarianna  Field,  born  April 
2,  1883,  who  was  married  Dec.  6,  1905,  to  Royal 
C.  Taft,  Jr.,  son  of  ex-Governor  Taft. 

Air.  Gardner  in  boyhood  attended  the  Aloww}! 
and  Goff  Classical  School  at  Providence,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1873.  He  then  entered 
Brown  University,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1877,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  AI. 
from  that  university.  Having  decided  upon  the 
law  as  a life  work,  after  his  graduation  he  began 
preparation  in  the  law  office  and  under  the  direction 
of  Alessrs.  Browne  & \’an  Slyck,  of  Providence. 
Afterward  completing  a legal  course  at  the  Boston 
Law  School,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode 
Island  at  Providence  July  19,  1879,  and  at  once 
located  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  na- 
tive city,  where  he  has  since  continued  actively  and 
successfully  so  engaged,  and  he  takes  foremost 
rank  among  the  leading  attorneys  of  Rhode  Island. 

In  political  affairs  Air.  Gardner  has  in  State  and 
national  matters  usually  been  a Republican,  but  in 
local  issues  he  is  strictly  non-partisan  and  an  ad- 
vocate of  reform  In  February,  1889,  he  w’as  ap- 
pointed United  States  attorney  for  the  Rhode 
Island  district  by  President  Harrison,  and  served 
until  1893.  He  was  elected  to  the  city  council  in 
1884,  and  was  president  of  that  body  in  1885  and 
1886.  In  1897  he  was  a representative  to  the 
General  Assembly.  He  is  president  of  the  Uni- 
versity Club  at  Providence ; member  of  Hope  Club 
and  Agawam  Hunt  Club ; the  University  Club  of 
New’  York  ; and  the  Psi  Upsilon  Fraternity  at 
Browm  University.  He  is  senior  warden  of  Grace 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a delegate  to  the  Diocesan 
Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  General  Board  of  Alissions. 

BALLOU  ('Woonsocket  family),  line  of  the 
late  Dr.  Ariel  Ballou.  The  ancient  Ballou  family 
of  Rhode  Island  has  been  one  of  the  Common- 


W’ealth’s  numerous,  substantial  and  prominent  fami- 
lies. Considerable  has  been  said  of  various  members 
of  the  family  elsewhere  through  this  volume,  it 
being  the  purpose  here  mainly  to  treat  briefly  of  the 
family  and  lineage  of  the  late  Hon.  Ariel  Ballou, 
AT  D.,  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  whose  long  and  useful 
career,  as  physician,  citizen  and  public  servant,  is 
one  of  the  treasured  memories  of  the  community  in 
w’hich  he  so  long  lived  and  which  he  so  long  served. 

There  follows  a sketch  of  Dr.  Ballou  and  of  his 
forefathers,  in  chronological  order,  beginning  with 
his  earliest  known  American  Ballou  ancestor,  and 
prefaced  by  some  account  of  Colonial  ascendants 
on  lines  other  than  Ballou. 

Dr.  Ariel  Ballou’s  lineage  is  singularly  rich  in 
influential  and  prominent  names  of  early  Colonial 
history,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as 
well  as  in  Rhode  Island.  In  the  latter  State,  three 
of  his  ancestors  were  among  the  flrst  twelve  to  whom 
Roger  Williams  deeded  land  and  among  the  twelve 
first  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Provi- 
dence ; six  are  on  Farmer’s  list  of  the  First  Settlers 
of  Rhode  Island ; one,  Whlliam  Harris,  was  General 
Solicitor  under  Roger  Williams  and  one,  Ephraim 
Carpenter,  was  Constable,  four  were  Commissioners, 
eight  were  Colonial  Deputies  and  four  Governors’ 
Assistants.  Judging  from  their  wills,  all  these 
worthies  were  well-to-do  for  their  times.  They 
were  allied  by  marriage  with  the  oldest  families  of 
Providence  Plantations,  with  the  Wickendens,  Wil- 
kinsons, Inmans,  Fenners,  Rhodes,  Ohieys  and 
Angells. 

Y'hile  the  Rhode  Island  ancestry  of  Dr.  Ballou 
represents  all  that  is  most  highly  colored  and  official 
in  the  romance  and  history  of  the  State,  his  fore- 
fathers from  the  adjoining  Commonwealth  are  dis- 
tinguished for  other  than  statesmanlike  c|ualities. 
Jerusha  Slack,  his  paternal  grandmother,  descended 
directly  from  patriarchal  John  Dwight  and  Nathan- 
iel Whiting  of  Dedham.  Both  men  were  founders 
of  strong  and  illustrious  families,  of  distinguished 
services  to  the  nation.  In  1642,  Nathaniel  Whiting 
owned  extensive  and  valuable  mill  privileges  in  Ded- 
ham and  East  Dedham  and  his  family  is  character- 
ized to  this  day  for  its  industrial  prosperity.  John 
Dwight  in  1639  ^he  second  man  of  wealth  in 
Dedham,  and  one  of  its  most  valued,  useful  and 
Christian  citizens.  His  great  service  was  to  the 
American  public  school.  The  first  free  school,  sup- 
ported by  a town-tax,  ever  thought  of  in  America 
was  established  in  Dedham  in  1644.  Three  of  the 
forty-four  persons  who,  at  Dedham  Town-meeting, 
voted  for  the  measure  were  Ralph  Wheelock,  John 
Dwight  and  Richard  Everett,  precursors  of  three 
college  presidents  of  a later  century.  Dr.  Wheelock 
of  Dartmouth,  Edward  Everett  of  Harvard  and 
Dr.  Dwight  of  Yale.  And  of  the  trustees  to  whose 
management  the  school  was  committed  one  was 
John  Dwight. 

Turning  to  the  Ballous,  (I)  Alaturin  Ballou 
nas  born  probably  between  1610  and  1620,  of  a 
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good  family,  in  Devonshire,  England,  who  came 
to  New  England,  and  was  a co-proprietor  with 
Roger  ^^'illiams,  the  Colonial  founder  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  his  Providence  Plantations.  Ballou  ap- 
pears first  of  record  there  in  1646.  “The  strong 
probability,  if  not  absolute  certainty,  is  that  we  (the 
• Ballous  of  America)  are  the  remote  descendants  of 
a Norman  chieftain,  who,  in  1066,  came  over  from 
France  into  England  with  William  th^  Conqueror.” 
]\laturin  Ballou  was  admitted  a freeman  at  War- 
wick, May  18,  1658.  He  married,  between  1646 
and  1649,  Hannah  Pike,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Catherine.  Mr.  Ballou,  with  Robert  Pike  and 
family,  located  in  Providence  as  early  as  January, 
1646.  He  died  between  1661  and  1663.  His  chil- 
dren were:  John,  James,  Peter,  Hannah,  Nathaniel 
and  Samuel. 

(H)  James  Ballou,  born  in  1652,  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  married  Susanna  Whitman,  born  Feb. 
28,  1658,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Whit- 
man, (alias  Wightman).  Their  children,  all  prob- 
ably born  in  what  is  now  Lincoln,  R.  I.  (originally 
Providence),  were:  James,  born  Nov.  i,  1684; 
Nathaniel,  born  April  9,  1687 ; Obadiah,  born  Sept. 
6,  1689;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  23,  1692;  Susanna,  born 
Jan.  3,  1695;  Bathsheba,  born  Feb.  15,  1698;  and 
Jeremiah,  born  Jan.  20,  1702.  The  parents  settled 
in  Lincoln  soon  after  their  marriage,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Albion  Factory  village,  on  the  Blackstone  river. 
He  died  probably  soon  after  1741.  His  wife  prob- 
ably passed  away  during  the  year  1725.  Mr.  Ballou 
was  a man  of  superior  ability,  energy,  judgment,  en- 
terprise and  moral  integrity. 

(III)  James  Ballou  (2)  was  born  Nov.  i,  1684. 

(IV)  Ariel  Ballou,  born  Nov.  18,  1715,  in  what 
at  the  time  was  Wrentham,  Mass.,  but  which  later 
became  Cumberland,  R.  L,  married  Jerusha,  born 
Oct.  I,  1722,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Jerusha 
(Whiting)  Slack,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Jemima,  born  Nov.  23,  1741;  Jerusha, 
Nov.  13,  1745;  Chloe,  March  16,  1749;  Melatiah, 
March  26,  1752;  Catherine,  Aug.  21,  1754;  Duty, 
April  22,  1756;  Ariel,  Feb.  21,  1758;  Eunice,  June 
28,  1760;  Esther,  March  13,  1762;  and  Selah,  May 
17,  1764. 

Ariel  Ballou  settled,  lived  and  died  on  the  home- 
stead given  him  by  his  father  in  1746.  Its  location 
is  about  a mile  north  of  the  ancient  Ballou  meeting 
house  and  lies  partly  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.  He  and  his  family  had  respect- 
able standing,  Mr.  Ballou  himself  being  an  upright, 
industrious,  economical,  orderly  and  peaceable  citi- 
zen— unambitious  of  political  distinction  and  popular 
display,  but  a good  exemplar  of  substantial  useful- 
ness and  several  times  accepting  positions  of  official 
responsibility  as  a townsman.  He  was  a supporter 
of  the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Ministry  of  his  locality, 
probably  standing  in  the  relation  of  church  member- 
ship. His  -wife  and  several  of  their  children  at 
least  were  members  of  this  church.  For  years  prior 
to  his  death  Mr.  Ballou  was  so  crippled  in  his 
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lower  limbs,  due  to  sickness,  that  he  had  to  be 
moved  about  in  a chair.  He  died  April  16,  1791, 
and  his  remains  rest  with  those  of  his  kindred  in 
the  Ballou  Burying  ground.  His  widow,  Jerusha, 
passed  away  Oct.  14,  1796,  in  the  seventy-fourth 
year  of  her  age. 

(V)  Ariel  Ballou  (2),  born  Feb.  21,  1758,  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  married  (first),  Feb.  21,  1782, 
Lucina,  born  April  28,  1765,  in  Wrentham,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Abigail  (Arnold)  Com- 
stock. She  died  July  ii,  1801,  and  he  married 
(^second),  June  20,  1802,  Edilda,  born  May  27, 
1771,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Whipple) 
Tower.  Mr.  Ballou  lived  in  Cumberland.  He  was 
possessed  by  inheritance  and  subsequent  purchase 
of  upward  of  200  acres  of  land.  He  was  an  intelli- 
gent, upright,  enterprising  farmer.  He  was  a hard 
worker  and  thorough  in  the  cultivation  of  his  lands, 
and  made  many  improvements  for  their  greater  pro- 
ductiveness, built  largely  for  habitation,  storage  and 
mill  operations — such  as  sawing  lumber  and  cider 
making — marketed  much  produce  of  various  kinds 
and  took  care  that  none  of  his  family  should  eat 
the  bread  of  idleness,  form  dissolute  habits,  or 
grow  up  incompetent  to  bear  their  share  of  life’s 
responsibilities.  He  w'as  a patriot  and  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  in  old  age  was  a pensioner  for 
service.  He  had  united  with  the  church  in  1814, 
and  while  in  early  life  he  bore  the  name  of  militia 
captain,  later  he  was  known  as  Deacon  Ballou,  as  he 
sustained  that  office  in  the  church.  The  church  of 
his  choice  was  what  was  known  as  “The  Church  of 
Christ  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.”  This  organization 
flourished  for  a time  but  finally  declined  and  passed 
away.  In  this  church  Mr.  Ballou  was  the  main 
pillar,  its  leading  deacon  and  its  most  liberal  sup- 
porter. His  wife  and  three  sons  became  members 
of  the  church.  Both  of  his  wives  were  most  worthy 
women.  The  second  Mrs.  Ballou  passed  away  Dec. 
27,  1834,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  her  age,  with 
peaceful  assurance  of  an  angelic  welcome  to  her 
Heavenly  home,  leaving  here  a most  precious  and 
blessed  memory.  Mr.  Ballou  died  on  the  homestead 
Sept.  26,  1839,  in  his  eighty-third  year.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Rosina,  born  Dec.  2,  1783;  Abigail, 
April  16,  1786;  Cyrus,  March  18,  1789;  Arnold, 
March  31,  1792;  Sarah,  March  2,  1795;  Alfred, 
June  2,  1799  (all  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Adin, 
April  23,  1803 ; and  Ariel,  Oct.  25,  1805. 

(VI)  Dr.  Ariel  Ballou  was  born  Oct.  25, 
1805,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.  Dr.  Ballou  in  boyhood 
was  deemed  a dull  rather  than  a brilliant  pupil,  but 
this  was  probably  owing  to  his  rapid  physical  de- 
velopment, in  which  he  led  the  family.  He  attained 
his  full  stature  of  six  feet  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  and  excelled  in  all  athletic  exercises.  His 
education  was  thorough  as  far  as  he  advanced,  and 
when  his  phenomenal  growth  was  accomplished 
his  mental  development  was  equally  rapid,  his  mind 
proving  one  of  singular  grasp,  attentiveness  and 
endurance. 
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During  his  minority  his  educational  advantages 
were  of  the  ordinary,  but  much  more  than  ordinary 
were  his  aspirations  and  his  effort.  He  attended 
the  district  school  until  old  enough  to  work  and 
during  two  or  three  of  the  winter  months  at  a later 
period — small  preparation,  indeed,  for  the  collegiate 
and  professional  education  that  he  had  in  view. 
But  he  learned  to  persevere  and  well  was  his  need. 
His  father,  set  and  stern,  with  much  more  faith 
in  thrift  and  integrity  than  in  colleges,  beheld  with 
pride  the  faithful  and  efficient  labor  of  his  manly 
son,  and  he  gave  him  enough  of  it,  and  withheld 
the  means  of  “ruin.” 

But  the  young  man  when  seventeen  managed 
to  attend  for  six  months  the  select  preparatory 
school  of  Rev.  Abiel  Fisher,  in  Bellingham,  Mass., 
and  made  such  use  of  his  time  as  only  a determined 
hungry  mind  can  do.  He  came  home  able  to  lay 
out  and  systematize  his  studies  for  himself,  and  re- 
solved to  pursue  them  against  whatever  obstacle. 
It  became  his  rule,  strictly  adhered  to,  to  spend  at 
least  one  hour  every  day  in  study.  When,  as  often 
happened,  this  hour  could  not  be  spared  in  the  day, 
more  were  taken  in  the  night.  He  was  equal  to 
the  effort.  Conscientiously  he  gave  his  father  what 
he  believed  his  due,  a full  day’s  work ; but  work  did 
not  tire  him,  as  neither  did  study.  But  undis- 
turbed quiet  was  his  necessity,  and  this  was  quaintly 
obtained.  In  the  old  homestead  is  a roomy  chimney 
closet,  designed  for  the  storage  of  fuel.  Thence 
he  used  to  retire  with  his  book  and  candle,  and  shut 
the  door.  Solid  and  thorough  and  lasting  was  the 
work  he  did  in  that  odd  place ; there  he  baked  his 
bricks,  so  to  speak,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
future  structure  of  his  mind.  From  this  time  until 
he  was  twenty-one,  while  thus  attaining  his  own 
equipment  and  teaching  in  the  public  schools  every 
winter,  he  had  sole  charge  of  his  father's  large 
farm,  and  managed  it  so  as  to  secure  financial  re- 
sults beyond  all  his  predecessors  or  neighbors.  No 
year  did  he  fail  to  produce  and  market  in  Provi- 
dence and  elsewhere  one  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  farm  merchandise,  and  including  the  wood  lots 
cut  and  cleared,  he  received  and  turned  over  to  his 
father  $4,000  during  his  last  year  at  home.  So  he 
fulfilled  the  years  of  his  minority,  and,  leaving  his 
father  wealthy  by  bis  skillful  effort,  he  went  forth 
from  the  paternal  roof  with  a clear  conscience,  a 
mature,  disciplined  mind,  an  empty  pocketbook, 
and  a heart  cognizant  of  no  injustice  in  his  lot,  nor 
dauntqd  by  its  difficulties. 

He  soon  afterward  appeared  in  the  position  of 
principal  of  the  Academy  on  Cumberland  Hill,  R. 
I.,  where  his  attainments  secured  for  him  a good 
reputation.  Finding  at  this  time  a home  in  the 
family  of  Dr.  Lamb,  he  decided  to  forego  a college 
course,  and  at  once  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, agreeable  to  the  advice  of  his  friend  Aaron 
White,  an  able  lawyer  of  that  ])lace,  who  thought 
his  mental  discipline  already  sufficient  and  his  time 
precious.  After  studying  about  a year  under  the 


tuition  of  Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.,  of  Providence, 
with  the  intention  of  entering  the  navy  as  a sur- 
geon, he  spent  four  months  at  the  Berkshire  Medical 
Institute  at  Pittsfield,  ]\Iass.,  where  his  dignified 
demeanor  and  devotion  to  itudy  gained  him  the 
approval  of  the  faculty,  notably  that  of  Prof.  Childs, 
who  manifested  a deep  interest  in  his  welfare.  Sub- 
sequently he  passed  a year  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Thurber,  of  Mendon,  Mass.,  an  eminent 
master  of  medical  theory  and  practice,  who  later 
showed  his  appreciation  of  his  student  by  ofifering 
him  an  association  in  his  practice.  A short  time 
after  he  entered  his  name  as  pupil  with  the  cele- 
brated Prof.  J.  Doane  Wells,  of  the  Maine  IMedical 
School,  connected  with  Bowdoin  College,  where  he 
was  chosen  assistant  demonstrator,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1830,  graduated  with  such  honor  as  secured  to 
him  the  offer  of  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont.  He  chose,  however,  the  new 
village  of  W'oonsocket,  in  his  native  town,  for  his 
residence,  and  there  and  thereabout  practiced  medi- 
cine for  fifty-five  years,  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  more 
universal  confidence  and  respect  than  often  rewards  | 
the  life  of  a physician. 

In  this  brief  sketch  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass 
with  bare  statistics  his  career  other  than  medical. 
A citizen  of  the  town  was  Dr.  Ballou  in  its  fullest 
sense,  active  and  trusted  in  municipal  affairs.  For 
seventeen  years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
school  board ; from  1842  to  1852  and  in  1879,  ^e 
sat  in  either  the  upper  or  lower  house  of  the  Slate 
Legislature,  sent  thither  more  than  once  by  his 
political  opponents.  He  was  a life-long  Democrat. 
He  framed  and  introduced  the  bill  abolishing  capital 
punishment  now  on  our  statute  books.  In  the  Peo- 
ple’s Constitutional  Convention  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  adhered 
courageously  to  Gov.  Dorr  and  the  defeated  party, 
and  suffered  martyrdom  in  consequence  from  hos- 
tile partisans.  So  great  was  his  ostracism  that  he 
felt  compelled  to  stay  where  he  was  and  live  it 
down,  foregoing  his  plan  of  removing  to  a western 
city.  This  he  did,  and  in  1852  we  find  him  one  of 
the  Presidential  Electors.  In  all  his  varied  fields 
of  activities  he  showed  himself  a man  of  marked 
ability,  and  that  estimate  is  nowise  abated  when  the 
financial  test  is  applied  to  him ; especially  if  it  be 
taken  into  account  how  high  minded  he  was  as  well 
as  honest,  and  how  small  a remnant  of  his  attention 
was  devoted  to  the  getting  of  wealth.  When  still 
a young  man  without  property  to  offer  as  security, 
he  borrowed,  for  a term  of  years,  on  his  bare  note 
of  hand,  unindorsed,  some  thousands  of  dollars 
that  he  wanted  for  his  first  business  enterprise — 
this,  too,  of  a close-calculating,  prudent  capitalist; 
who,  however,  recognized  capacity  and  integrity 
when  he  saw  it. 

Dr.  Ballou  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island 
iMedical  Society  during  1855-56,  and  was  ever  there- 
after one  of  its  censors.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
thesis  on  Lactation,  published  in  the  American 
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fournal  of  ^Medical  Science  about  1850,  which  has 
been  extensively  copied  in  European  journals.  As 
president  of  the  Woonsocket  Hospital  Corporation, 
and  of  th^  board  of  trustees  of  the  ‘‘Harris  Insti- 
tute,’’ from  their  origin,  he  rendered  efficient  service. 

The  tall,  young-  doctor,  whose  two-wheeled  sulky 
.began  in  1830  to  thread  the  rough  roads  of  Smith- 
field,  Cumberland  and  IMendon,  was  peculiarly  fitted 
to  garner  the  wisdom  of  his  experience.  His  serious 
I thinking  was  less  intermittent  than  that  of  men 
of  “lesser  clay.”  He  had,  as  Ite  said,  a 
“stomach  to  eat  anything  or  go  without  any- 
thing," and  almost  no  limitations  from  bodily 
fatigue.  After  the  hardest  days  and  most  trying 
vigils  his  energy  was  none  the  less  indomitable  at 
, his  books.  They  had  to  shell  out  their  grain  and 
i to  contribute  as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  the  cases 
of  the  young  Dr.  Ballou.  Self  reliant;  counsel 
hard  to  get  but  made  the  most  of;  patients  docile 
and  less  than  now  requiring  to  be  hedged  in  by 
, diplomatic  art ; attentive  solely  to  the  medical  aspect 
of  the  case  and  never  to  its  social  phase  or  financial 
promise ; naturally  observant,  and  withal  of  re- 
markably retentive  memory ; who  shall  say  how 
wise  were  the  words  of  this  veteran  beyond  even 
; the  appreciation  or  usual  approbation  of  his  hearers  ? 

I Dr.  Ballou  was  a progressive  man,  keeping  well 
up  with  the  growth  of  medicine  to  an  advanced  age. 

I He  was  one  of  the  few,  for  instance,  who,  in  pursu- 
I ance  of  a resolution  by  the  Rhode  Island  jNIedical 
• Society,  adopted  and  ever  afterward  used  the  metric 
[ system  of  measuring  in  writing  in  prescriptions. 

I But  he  recognized  the  “pendulum  swing  of  fashion,” 
and  of  the  many  changes  which  fifty  years  have 
wrought  in  the  science  and  practice,  not  all  met 
the  approval  of  his  judgment.  So,  latterly,  some 
of  his  views  which  guided  him  to  successful  treat- 
ment, have  become  ciuite  out  of  vogue,  though  not 
yet  proven  to  be  fallacious.  “We  have  no  livers  in 
Providence,”  once  said  a leading  physician  now 
dead.  Dr.  Ballou  thought  otherwise,  and  his  fre- 
quent mention  of  that  organ  has  been  wont  to  pro- 
voke a smile  on  the  lips  of  those  who  esteemed 
themselves  wiser.  And  yet  there  is  still  room 
enough  in  the  unknown  for  a pathology  which  shall 
teach  the  coming  man  what  so  large  a therapeutical 
practice  taught  Dr.  Ballou.  A very  superior  botan- 
ist, and  following  the  bent  of  the  earlier  school,  his 
special  forte  was  therapeutics,  but  the  writer  would 
hardly  know  where  to  refer  the  student  for  a 
knowledge  of  many  of  his  methods.  His  scrutiny 
of  the  effect  of  remedies  was  keen,  and  most  physi- 
cians who  knew  him  liked  to  know  his  opinion  of  a 
new  medicine.  Of  course  he  was  a very  valuable 
counsel,  and  more  than  one  practitioner  has  been 
heard  to  say  of  some  eminent  case,  “I  was  never  so 
glad  to  see  any  man  as  to  see  Dr.  Ballou.”  He  cared 
most  to  cure,  occupying  himself  very  little  in  ex- 
plaining the  astuteness  of  his  diagnosis,  or,  in  grave 
prognoses,  to  guard  his  reputation. 

Dr.  Ballou  was  initiated  and  became  a Master 


IMason  in  Morning  Star  Lodge,  Cumberland,  R.  L, 
in  the  year  1826.  After  that  lodge  was  removed 
to  Woonsocket  he  presided  over  it  as  Worshipful 
IMaster  from  1848  to  1853  ; afterward  serving  several 
years  as  its  treasurer.  From  1861  to  1865  he  was 
Grand  Master  of  the  State.  He  was  made  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  1858,  and  rose  from  one  office  to 
another,  until  elected,  in  1861,  most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  State  Chapter — continuing  as 
such  until  1864.  He  received  at  various  times  several 
of  the  superior  select  degrees,  and  in  1867  consum- 
mated his  Masonic  attainments  in  the  Woonsocket 
Commandery,  K.  T.  His  devotion  and  services  to 
the  P'raternity  have  been  worthily  appreciated. 

Dr.  Ballou  in  his  religious  convictions  was  a 
devout  and  exemplary  Episcopalian,  long  a member 
of  the  Church  at  Woonsocket.  He  was  a warden 
of  his  church,  and  honored  in  his  profession.  Dr. 
Ballou  was  the  senior  publishing  proprietor  of  the 
valuable  commemorative  volume  of  “The  Ballous 
in  America”  (1888). 

Dr.  Ballou  was  united  in  marriage  Sept,  ii, 
1832,  in  jMendon,  Mass.,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Barnabas  and  IMary  (Morse)  Horton,  who  was 
born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Nov.  ii,  1803.  Mrs. 
Ballou,  to  whose  helpfulness  her  husband  ascribed 
much  of  his  medical  and  financial  success,  passed 
to  the  higher  life  Nov.  14,  1873.  Sho  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  all  born  in  Woonsocket, 
namely:  Ariel  A.,  born  Nov.  23,  1833,  ^^'*0  was 
drowned  Sept,  ii,  1844;  Annah,  born  Jan.  i,  1837; 
Ella,,  born  Dec.  7,  1839,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
weeks;  Laura,  born  June  17,  1841,  who  married  Dr. 
Daniel  i\l.  Edwards,  and  has  three  children,  Ariel 
Ballou,  Edith  and  Daniel  jM.,  a student  at  Harvard; 
and  Noble,  born  Sept.  17,  1843,  who  died  July  i, 
1844.  Dr.  Ballou  survived  his  wife  fourteen  years, 
passing  away  July  15,  1887,  in  Providence. 

Dr.  Ballou  was  a stern  man — the  terror  of  evil 
doers,  exacting  integrity  of  all,  but  he  carried  to 
the  sick  and  to  the  poor  and  hard  used  a strong  pur- 
pose of  beneficence,  an  ennobling  breadth  of  view, 
and  a cheerful  faith  in  ultimate  good,  that  made 
him  more  than  physician,  more  than  friend  or  father 
to  many  who  now  mourn  his  loss ; for  great  as  were 
his  mental  endowments,  he  was  greater  yet  in  that 
indefinite  (juality,  the  soul. 

DANIEL  ^lANN  EDWARDS,  physician  and 
merchant  at  W oonsocket,  R.  L,  was  born  in  Lincoln, 
Penobscot  Co.,  Maine,  Jan.  28,  1844.  He  was  of 
the  best  of  New  England  ancestry,  counting  among 
his  progenitors,  John  Howland  of  the  “Mayflower,” 
Gershom  Hamblen  of  Barnstable,  JMass.,  and  Gor- 
ham, Maine,  the  Wrentham  branch  of  the  Mann 
family,  and  the  Woodburys  and  Smiths  of  old 
Beverly.  His  father,  Azariah  Edwards,  was  a well- 
to-do  landholder  of  Lincoln,  Me.,  and  his  mother, 
Katharine  Mann,  an  author  of  much  repute  in  her 
day.  His  education  was  acquired  at  the  Lincoln 
Academy.  In  1863,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
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war,  he  enlisted  in  the  ist  Alaine  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  saw  active  service.  After  his  discharge  in  1865 
he  entered  the  Medical  School  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  graduating  in  1867.  He  settled  as  a 
physician  in  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  marrying  the 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Ariel  Ballou,  M.  D.,  and  he 
practiced  in  that  community,  highly  esteemed  in  his 
profession,  until  deafness  compelled  his  retirement, 
after  which  he  led  a business  life. 

Dr.  Edwards  is  a man  of  rare  initiative,  and  ex- 
traordinary insight  and  foresight ; and  the  chief 
debt  which  his  adopted  city  owes  him  is  for  the 
manful  way  in  which  he  has  ever  held  the  torch 
in  the  community’s  progression.  In  the  develop- 
ment of  his  real  estate  alone  he  has  marked  mile- 
stones in  its  progress.  In  matters  intellectual  as 
w’ell  as  practical,  he  has  led  the  way,  being  an  advo- 
cate of  advanced  thought  and  a man  of  excellent 
literary  and  artistic  culture,  the  designer  of  his  own 
buildings  and  a writer.  He  was  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  New  England  Association  of  the  Alumni 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  its  beginning,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cumberland  Golf 
Club  of  Woonsocket. 

RAY  (East  Providence  family).  While  not 
one  of  the  old  New  England  families  the  Rays  of 
East  Providence  have  long  been  of  the  best  type 
of  citizenship  there — active  and  prompt  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  devolving  upon  men  and 
women  of  their  communities,  and  prominent  in  their 
public  affairs.  Some  sixty  and  more  years  .ago 
there  came  from  the  Emerald  Isle  the  family  of 
Robert  and  Mary  P.  (Graham)  Ray  and  located  in 
Providence.  This  couple  reared  their  children  to 
become  the  type  of  citizens  above  indicated.  Of 
the  sons  of  this  couple  Col.  David  S.  Ray,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  w'ar  and  later  prominent  in  the  military 
affairs  of  his  adopted  State  and  country,  a former 
State  Senator  of  his  town  and  a leading  business 
man  of  his  community,  and  Thomas  H.  Ray,  Esq., 
also  a participant  in  the  Civil  war,  and  as  well  promi- 
nent in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  one,  too,  of  its 
substantial  men,  have  both  been  active  in  business 
life. 

Robert  Ray,  father  of  Col.  David  S.  and  Thomas 
H.  Ray,  was  a son  of  David  and  Eunice  Ray, 
whose  children  were;  Mary,  Jane,  Sarah,  Ninty, 
Lucinda,  Bessie,  Thomas,  David  L.  and  Robert. 
The  last  named  was  married  in  September,  1839, 
to  Mary  Price  Graham,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  (Porter)  Graham,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  David  S.,  Thomas  H.,  James,  Sarah  M., 
Mary,  Robert  C.,  Elizabeth  G.,  and  William  and 
Josiah,  twins. 

Sarah  (Porter)  Graham,  the  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Capt.  David  S.  and  Thomas  H.  Ray,  was 
a remarkable  woman,  the  master  spirit  of  the  family, 
and  deserves  special  mention.  She  came  of  a tal- 
ented family,  her  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Elderdid,  born  in  Scotland  about  1724,  being  a man 


of  considerable  wealth  and  influence  for  his  time. 
He  died  when  between  eighty  and  ninety  years  of 
age.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
By  his  first  marriage,  when  he  was  quite  young, 
he  had  two  children,  one  son  and  one  daughter, 
Betty,  and  by  his  second  union  there  were  three 
children,  Samuel,  Nancy  and  David.  His  daughter 
Betty  married  Hugh  Porter. 

Hugh  Porter,  paternal  grandfather  of  Sarah 
Porter,  was  born  in  Scotland,  married  and  had  four 
sons,  Robert,  Samuel,  David  and  Hugh  (2).  The 
father  died  in  Scotland,  and  his  four  sons  lived 
there  until  they  reached  young  manhood,  when  they 
embarked  for  Ireland  and  bought  a large  tract  of  I 
land,  embracing  the  whole  town  of  Tellylin.  The  j 
tract  was  divided  into  four  farms,  each  brother 
building  a house,  barn  and  storehouses,  and  all  re- 
sided on  their  farms.  All  followed  farming  except 
David,  who  was  a Presbyterian  minister,  and  after- 
ward rented  his  original  farm,  going  to  a place 
called  Ballyreigh,  where  he  bought  a very  nice 
residence  and  farm. 

Hugh  Porter  (2),  the  youngest  of  the  four 
sons  of  Hugh,  was  born  in  Scotland  about  1732, 
and  when  young  moved  to  Ireland,  where  he  mar- 
ried Betty  Elderdid.  They  had  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters:  John,  Hugh  (3),  Isaac,  James,  Jennie, 
Mary,  Belle,  Margaret,  Betty,  Sarah  and  one  whose 
name  is  not  given.  Hugh  Porter  (2)  died  in  1812, 
at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
three  years  and  six  months,  dying  in  1815,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five. 

Sarah  Porter,  youngest  daughter  of  Hugh  (2), 
was  born  about  1794,  and  lived  with  her  parents 
until,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  1812,  she  first  mar- 
ried James  Henry  (who  died  in  1814),  by  whom 
she  had  one  son,  James.  In  1815  she  became  the 
wife  of  Henry  Graham.  Like  herself  Mr.  Graham 
had  great  native  and  acquired  ability.  One  of  their 
descendants  has  said  that  not  one  of  their  posterity 
equals  either  of  them  in  ability.  The  Grahams 
went  from  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  to  Ireland 
in  search  of  better  lands  and  better  homes.  Arthur 
Graham,  father  of  Henr}q  was  born  in  Ireland  about 
1763;  he  kept  a grocery  store.  He  married  Miss 
Jennie  Adair,  a native  of  his  own  birthplace,  and 
they  had  three  children,  Henry,  Thomas  and  Mary 
(who  married  Henry  Price  and  had  five  or  six 
children).  Henry  Graham  had  more  than  ordinary 
literary  talent,  and  though  a prosperous  farmer  in 
the  North  of  Ireland  was  such  an  enthusiastic 
Orangeman  that  he  wrote  a book  against  the 
Catholics  and  their  religion  which  so  incurred  their 
enmity  that  he  took  an  opportunity  to  escape  to 
America  in  1839.  He  was  a great  ddmirer  of 
Spurgeon.  He  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of 
1839,  with  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  came  his  wife  with  the  rest  of  the  chil- 
dren except  Mary  Price,  who  had  just  married 
Robert  Ray,  they  coming  a couple  of  years  later. 
The  Grahams  settled  in  Olneyville,  R,  I.,  where 
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Henry  Graham  was  employed  for  ten  years  as  night 
watchman  in  the  Richmond  Print  Works.  He  then 
bought  the  hotel  known  as  the  “Half  Way  House” 
(or  Cornell  stand),  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  because 
located  half  way  between  Providence  and  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  and  he  conducted  same  successfully 
for  nineteen  years.  The  stage  stopped  at  the  place 
to  change  horses  twice  a day,  once  on  the  way  to 
Fall  River,  and  once  on  the  way  to  Providence,  and 
thus  much  trade  was  brought  to  the  house.  After 
selling  out  j\Ir.  Graham  moved  to  East  Providence, 
where  he  bought  a lot  on  James  street,  and  there 
lived  yntil  his  death.  He  and  his  wife  had  twelve 
children,  namely:  Jennie,  Elizabeth,  Mary  Price 
(iMrs.  Robert  Ray),  Isabelle,  Sarah  T.,  Josiah, 
Isaac,  Charlotte,  Henry,  Nancy,  Margaret  and 
Susan.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Porter)  Graham  lived  to  the 
great  age  of  103  years,  dying  in  August,  1896,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Collamore,  in  War- 
ren, R.  I.  At  that  time  she  had  119  living  de- 
scendants. She  was  just  as  strong  and  energetic 
mentally  as  physically,  and  her  advice  and  en- 
couragement were  reckoned  upon  as  valuable  assets 
in  the  family  fortunes  for  many  years.  She  was 
beloved  as  well  as  respected,  and  is  referred  to  with 
fond  pride  by  all  of  the  numerous  descendants. 

David  S.  Ray  was  born  in  December,  1840,  in 
Gilford,  Ireland,  and  when  six  months  old  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America  and  to  Providence, 
R.  I.  In  about  i860  he  located  in  that  part  of  See- 
konk,  ]\Iass.,  which  soon  became  East  Providence, 
R.  I.,  which  town  was  ever  after  his  field  of  opera- 
tion and  home.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
found  him,  though  yet  scarcely  of  age,  a zealous 
supporter  of  the  Union  cause,  and  an  active  de- 
fender through  the  trying  struggle  which  followed. 
On  Oct.  5,  1861,  young  Ray  was  enrolled  and  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  as  a private 
soldier  in  Company  C,  ist  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 
and ‘for  three  years  it  was  his  portion  to  share  the 
fortunes  of  war  with  one  of  the  most  active  and 
distinguished  regiments  in  the  service,  a regiment 
in  whicii  more  than  one  Rhode  Islander  highly 
distinguished  himself  in  battle,  and  brought  honor 
and  credit  to  his  State  and  himself,  not  by  far  the 
least  distinction  falling  on  the  then  young  and  gal- 
lant Major  George  N.  Bliss,  of  East  Providence, 
and  lifelong  friend  of  Col.  Ra}'.  The  ist  Cavalry 
was  organized  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  and  at  once 
sent  to  the  front  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  it  practically  so  remained,  campaign- 
ing in  Virginia  through  its  long  term  of  service  of 
four  years.  It  was  engaged  in  the  active  campaigns 
and  many  hard  fought  battles  which  have  made 
Virginia  historic  ground,  and  which  so  materially 
figured  in  bringing  the  impending  issues  to  a close. 
The  1st  Cavalry  opened  the  fight  at  Cedar  Moun- 
tain in  August,  1862.  It  participated  in  all  of  Pope’s 
campaigns ; it  was  at  Bull  Run  in  August,  1862, 
and  at  Chantilly  in  the  month  following.  It  served 
under  Gen.  Stoneman  in  the  Corps  of  Observation, 


under  Gen.  McClellan,  then  in  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  Loudon  Valley  knew 
what  it  was  to  be  attacked  by  the  cavalry  of  the 
noted  Stuart.  In  March,  1863,  the  ist  Regiment 
became  a part  of  the  ist  Brigade  of  the  ist  Cavalry 
Division,  and  it  participated  in  that  month  in  what 
was  termed  “the  first  Cavalry  fight  of  the  war,”  at 
Kelly’s  Ford,  where  it  won  honorable  distinction. 
Its  gallant  colonel,  Duffie,  in  his  official  report  of 
the  battle  to  the  adjutant  general,  in  speaking  of 
the  courage  and  good  conduct  of  its  men,  said : 
“They  have  fully  justified  every  high  hope,  every 
noble  impulse  with  which  you  sent  them  and  with 
which  they  went  to  the  field  of  war,  to  share  either 
its  glories  or  its  honorable  graves.”  In  this  en- 
gagement, out  of  a total  loss  of  eighty,  forty-U\'0 
were  of  the  ist  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  It  had 
more  than  one-half  of  the  loss  out  of  a force  less 
than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  number  engaged.  That 
spring  the  ist  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman  in  his 
raid  toward  Richmond,  and  in  ]\Iay  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville ; it  was  at  the  battle  of 
Brandy  Station  in  June,  and  also  engaged  at  Mid- 
dlebury,  and  in  the  severe  fighting  that  followed 
on  the  road  to  Aldie.  Without  an  attempt  to  follow 
the  regiment  in  its  changes  and  detail  maneuvers, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  it  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  was  in  all  the  Cavalry  reconnoissances 
and  skirmishes  .attendant  upon  the  retreat  of  the 
Rebel  army  after  the  defeat  at  Gettysburg ; that  fall 
it  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Culpeper  Court 
House,  Rapidan  Station,  Pony  Mountain,  Sulphur 
Springs,  Auburn,  Bristol  Station,  Wolf  Run  and 
Rappahannock  Station.  In  the  spring  of  1864  the 
1st  figured  in  the  defense  of  the  capitol ; it  was  at 
Belle  Plaine  and  later  stationed  on  both  sides  of  the 
Rappahannock  river  at  Port  Conway  and  Port 
Royal.  Later  it  was  at  Reams  Station,  on  the  Wel- 
don railroad ; it  crossed  the  Appomattox  river  and 
the  James  river  at  Dutch  Gap.  Early  in  August 
it  joined  Gen.  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
and  participated  in  the  movements  against  Gen. 
Early ; it  was  engaged  in  the  skirmishes  and  battles 
at  Charlestown,  Kernsville,  Smithville,  Berrysville, 
Summit  Point,  Opequan  river,  Winchester,  Fisher’s 
Hill,  Milford  Creek,  New  Market,  Waynesboro 
(where  was  wounded  and  made  a prisoner  Capt. 
George  N.  Bliss,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing), 
Woodstock,  Cedar  Creek  and  Roods  Hill.  On  Jan. 
I,  ^[865,  the  regiment  commenced  the  march  with 
Sheridan  which  eventuated  in  the  battle  of  Five 
Forks,  and  after  the  battle  near  Waynesboro,  IMarch 
30th,  in  which  Early’s  forces  were  routed,  it  re- 
turned to  Winchester,  thence  marching  to  Mount 
Tackson  to  parole  the  men  of  Gen.  Lee’s  Army.  It 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  mustered  out  at  Baltimore  Aug.  3, 
1865. 

Through  his  three  years  of  service  young  Ray 
bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  campaigns  of  his 
regiment.  He  was  appointed  corporal  Feb.  10, 
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1862,  of  his  company,  July  30,  1862,  quartermaster 
sergeant  and  mustered  out  Oct.  5,  1864.  Returning 
to  East  Providence  after  the  war,  as  time  passed 
and  military  organizations — the  outgrowth  of  the 
war — came  about,  he  kept  alive  the  military  spirit, 
and,  possessed  of  such  qualities  as  made  him  eligible 
for . official  station,  he  was  often  called  into  the 
service  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
to  occupy  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  mili- 
tary affairs  of  the  State.  He  was  the  original  com- 
mander of  Bucklin  Post  G.  A.  R.,  and  afterward 
was  three  times  re-elected  to  that  office.  He 
served  two  terms  as  the  Department  Ouartermaster- 
General  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  served  with 
rank  of  colonel  in  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  served  with  the  same  rank  on  the  staff 
of  the  national  commander-in-chief,  John  S. 
Kountz,  being  appointed  in  May,  1885.  After  two 
terms  of  service  as  Quartermaster-General  he  was 
elected  Senior  Vice-Commander  of  the  Department 
of  Rhode  Island,  was  elected  Department  Com- 
mander in  1892,  and  as  such  took  his  Department 
to  the  National  Encampment  at  Washington  that 
year.  He  was  first  lieutenant  Company  A,  of  the 
1st  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  1877,  and  in  1879 
1880  captain.  He  was  for  four  years  commissary 
on  the  staff  of  Major  George  N.  Bliss,  ist  Battalion, 
Rhode  Island  iMilitia.  Col.  David  S.  Ray  was  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  E.  & A.  M., 
Providence,  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
of  Palestine  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  iMystic  Shrine. 
He  was  also  a member  of  Naomi  Chai)ter,  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star. 

After  the  war  David  S.  Ray  spent  one  year 
in  East  Providence,  and  then  went  to  Orangeville, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  years  of  1866,  1867  and 
1868,  engaged  in  the  general  hardware  business. 
Coming  from  the  West  he  established  his  home 
for  seven  years  in  Elmwood,  R.  I.,  carrying  on  a 
carriage  business  during  the  time  in  Providence. 
He  then  established  himself  in  the  general  hard- 
ware business  at  Watchemoket  Square,  East  Provi- 
dence, carrying  on  same  until  his  retirement  from 
business,  in  1892.  In  the  hardware  line  he  built  up 
one  of  the  largest  mercantile  businesses  in  that  sec- 
tion, amounting  to  $100,000  annually.  Colonel  Ray 
had  a high  reputation  as  a man  of  the  utmost  ability 
and  integrity,  and  was  called  upon  to  act  as  executor 
and  administrator  of  estates  in  many  instances.  He 
was  a genial,  kind,  broadminded  man,  the  peer  of 
any  of  his  townsmen  in  intellect  and  character.  A 
most  devoted  husband  and  father,  and  a citizen 
whose  dutv  to  his  o'overnment,  his  State  and  his 
town  had  been  well  and  honorably  performed,  he 
had  high  standing  in  his  community.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  his  town  in  1888, 
declined  a renomination  in  1889  and  re-entered  the 
Legislature  in  1892,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
his  fellow  townsmen  (after  a voluntary  retirement), 
being  elected  to  the  Lower  House  for  the  session 


of  1892-93.  He  was  annually  re-elected  to  and  in- 
cluding the  session  of  1895  and  1896,  and  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  in  the  fall  of  1896,  for  the 
session  of  1896-97.  \Vhile  in  the  Lower  House  he 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  State  Militia 
for  two  years,  and  was  also  on  the  committee  on 
Corporations,  Accounts  and  Claims.  In  September," 
1894,  Col.  Ray  was  appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  in  the  office  of  town  treasurer,  and  he  was  re- 
elected annually,  without  opposition,  to  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Colonel  Ray  married.  Oct.  30,  1864,  iMary  H. 
Lawson,  daughter  of  IMiles  B.  Lawson,  of  Provi- 
dence, formerly  of  Newport,  R.  L,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  iMiles  H.,  Arthur  G.  (died  in 
infancy),  Clara  J.,  Edgar  S.,  IMyra  A.  and  Emma  L. 

Thomas  Henry  R.\y,  brother  of  Col.  David  S., 
is  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  in  Providence, 
Sept.  27,  1842,  and  in  that  city  and  in  the  t6wn  of 
Swansea,  Mass.,  he  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation. He  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  later  on 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  about  1868 
began  contracting  and  building,  which  he  carried 
on  for  two  or  three  years.  Later  on  he  turned  his 
attention  largely  to  the  real  estate  business.  In 
about  1870  he  began  to  build  blocks  of  houses  all 
at  one  time,  disposing  of  them  to  home  seekers,  to 
whom  he  sold  them  upon  the  easy  or  monthly  pay- 
ment plan.  ^Ir.  Ray  was  the  first  in  Providence 
or  East  Providence  to  introduce  this  method  of  sell- 
ing houses.  His  business  became  extensive,  and 
from  first  to  last  he  has  built  in  East  Providence 
alone  something  over  two  hundred  houses.  In  this 
way  he  did  much  to  build  up  his  home  place.  East 
Providence,  where  he  has  had  his  residence  and 
field  of  operation  since  about  1865,  and  in  this  way 
became  its  substantial  benefactor.  With  his  change 
in  business  from  contracting  and  building 
to  building  to  sell,  he  dates  the  beginning 
of  his  success  in  business,  which  has  been 
large  and  which,  having  been  won  by  sterling 
qualities,  business  tact,  industrious  habits  and 
energy,  has  been  well-merited.  He  has  also 
built  and  sold  many  houses  in  the  Elmwood,  section 
of’ Providence,  in  fact,  during  the  period  from  1885 
to  1895  this  was  his  principal  field  of  operation, 
and  he  was  very  active.  During  his  active  business 
years  he  kept  employ  ed  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty 
mechanics,  of  all  kinds,  though  sometimes  he  would 
have  as  many  as  a hundred.  i\Ir.  Ray  substantially 
retired  from  business  in  1895,  since  that  time  giving 
his  attention  to  his  real-estate  investments  and 
occasionally  building  a block  of  houses.  He  is  a 
man  of  most  excellent  business  and  executive  ability, 
and  has  acquired  a fine  competence  by  his  own 
efforts. 

iMr.  Ray  is  public-spirited,  and  served  very  effici- 
ently as  one  of  the  building  committee  of  the  hand- 
some and  commodious  new  town  hall  in  East  Provi- 
dence. A Republican  in  politics  he  was  a delegate 
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to  the  Republican  convention  in  New  York  in  1888, 
and  he  also  served  in  i'888  (when  Harrison  was 
nominated)  as  a delegate  from  East  Providence  to 
the  State  Convention.  In  the  Harrison  campaign 
he  was  chief  marshal  of  the  East  Providence 
forces,  which  comprised  from  1,000  to  1,200  men. 
He  has  been  active  in  town  affairs,  has  been  a 
member  of  the  council  for  two  years,  and  was  for 
three  years  chairman  of  the  board  of  water  com- 
missioners. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  when  the  forces  under 
Gen.  Stonewall  Jackson  threatened  the  national 
capitol,  and  under  the  call  of  the  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island  for  troops  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
^Vashington,  young  Ray,  though  then  a lad  in  his 
teens,  responded  to  the  call,  and  was  enrolled  Hay 
26,  1862,  for  a three  months’  enlistment,  as  a pri- 
vate in  Company  L,  loth  Rhode  Island  Infantry, 
which  was  also  knowm  as  loth  Battery,  Rhode 
Island  Volunteers,  an  organization  recruited  from 
the  Providence  IMarine  Corps,  its  commander  being 
Capt.  Edwin  C.  Gallup.  This  company  of  artillery 
was  sent  immediately  to  Washington ; it  comprised 
a battery  of  150  men  which  was  soon  armed  and 
equipped  and  made  ready  for  duty.  It  moved  in 
June  to  Cloud’s  Mills,  Va.,  to  support  a general 
advance  of  troops  to  the  Peninsula  to  join  McClel- 
lan, and  was  there  brigaded  within  the  command  of 
Col.  Z.  R.  Bliss,  of  the  loth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers 
acting  brigadier-general.  The  battery  was  mus- 
tered out  Aug.  30,  1862;  it  formed  a part  of  an  im- 
portant arm  of  the  defence  of  Washington  at  a 
time  when  it  became  necessary  to  withdraw  more 
experienced  troops  from  the  fortifications  around 
the  city  to  re-inforce  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
on  the  Peninsula.  Mr.  Ray  was  made  president 
of  the  loth  Regiment  Association,  and,  at  the  time 
of  the  celebration  of  its  fortieth  anniversary,  en- 
tertained 137  of  the  veteran  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation at  Boyden  Heights,  the  affair  proving  a 
most  enjoyable  one  to  all  who  participated  in  it. 

Mr.  Ray  was  married  to  Jennie,  adopted  daugh- 
ter of  Abel  Sherman,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  and 
they  have  had  the  following  children : Elizabeth  G. 
married  Col.  Robert  P.  Brown,  of  Charles  Eield 
street.  Providence ; Harry  is  deceased ; iMabel  Ray 
is  at  home ; Ida  married  'Herbert  Wheaton,  of  East 
Providence ; Howard  is  at  home ; George  is  de- 
ceased; and  Ethel  is  at  home. 

hRENCH  (Bristol  family).  The  family  bear- 
ing this  name  in  Bristol  is  not  an  old  one  of  that 
town  or  of  Rhode  Island,  yet  for  a hundred  years  it 
has  been  one  of  the  substantial  families  here,  and 
for  two  centuries  aud  more  the  Frenches  of  the 
nei^i boring  ^Massachusetts  town  of  Rehoboth,  from 
which  the  Bristol  family  descends,  have  dwelt  in 
that  ancient  town. 

brom  the  many  New  England  Frenches  earlv  to 
its  shores  have  gone  out  men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  varied  callings  of  life.  From 


John  French,  of  Dorchester,  1639,  whom  it  will 
be  discovered  further  on  in  this  article,  is  noted  by 
high  authority  as  being  “perhaps”  the  ancestor  of 
John  of  Rehoboth,  came  the  distinguished  clergy- 
man, Rev.  Jonathan  .French  (Harvard  College, 
1771),  of  Andover,  Mass.,  one  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  and  statutes  of  Phillips  Semin- 

ary at  that  point.  From  Edward  French,  one  of 
the  founders  of  Ipswich,  1636,  and  of  Salisbury, 
1652,  which  by  change  in  boundaries  later  left  him 
in  Southampton,  N.  H.,  came  a number  of  men  of 
achievement,  among  them  Francis  O.  French,  at 
one  time  president  of  the  Manhattan  Trust  Com- 
pany, New  York.  From  the  New  Hampshire 
Frenches  came  the  distinguished  sculptor  Daniel  , 
Chester  French,  whose  father,  a lawyer  and  judge, 
served  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury.  (Jne  of  the  New  Hampshire  Frenches 
— Hon.  Augustus  C. — was  the  eighth  governor  of 
the  State  of  Illinois.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  ar- 
ticle, however,  to  treat  especially  of  the  Bristol 
(Rhode  Island)  family  and  its  lineage. 

The  late  Col.  George  Thomas  French,  of  Bris- 
tol, was  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
John  French,  of  Rehoboth  and  Northampton,  Mass., 
his  lineage  being  through  John— (2),  Jonathan,  Sam- 
uel, Timothy,  Elkanah  and  James  Elkanah  French. 
These  generations  in  detail  and  the  order  named 
follow. 

(I)  John  French,  of  Northampton,  Mass,  (per- 
haps, says  Savage,  a son  of  John,  of  Dorchester), 
came  thither  about  1676  from  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
with  wife,  a daughter  of  John  Kingsley,  and  chil- 
dren, John,  ■ Thomas,  Samuel  and  Jonathan,  the 
first  three  of  whom  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  Feb. 

8,  1679 ; besides  three  daughters — Mary,  wife  of 
Samuel  Stebbins,  married  March  4,  1678,  who  died 
before  her  father;  Hannah,  wife  of  Francis  Keet ; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Samuel  Pomeroy.  The  fa- 
ther* died  Feb.  i,  1697.  Samuel  died  (probably  un- 
married) Sept.  8,  1683.x 

G’  (II)  John  French  (2)  married  Nov.  27,  1678, 
Hannah  (Savage  says  Mary)  Palmer.  Mr.  French 
lived  with  his  grandfather  Kingsley.  His  children 
were:  Hannah,  born  Oct.  19,  1679;  John,  born 
April  13,  1681;  Mary,  born  JMarch  15,  1683-84; 
Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  19,  1684-85;  Martha,  born 
Alarch  28,  1688;  Samuel,  born  March  30,  1690; 
Jonathan,  born  Nov.  17,  1693;  Thomas,  born  ’Sept. 

6,  1696;  and  Ephraim,  born  Jan.  22,  1698-99. 

^ (III)  Jonathan  French,  born  Nov.  17,  1693, 
married  Sept.  28,  1722,  iMary  Newsome,  both  of 
Rehoboth,  and  their  children  were:  Jonathan,  born 
March*^  1723-24 ; iMary,  born  Sept.  7,  1726;  Ex- 
periencejiorn  Jan.  5,  1727-28;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept. 

7,  1729;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  1,  1731  ; Hannah,  born 
July  20,  I736;?tnd  Huldah,  boru  March  21,  1740-41. 

(I\')  Samuel  French  (born  Sept,  i,  1731)  and 
his  wife.  iMartha,  had  children  as  follows : Jona- 
than. born  Nov.  20,  1753;  iMary,  May  13,  1755; 
Samuel,  July  19,  1757;  Leonard  N.,  July  i,  1759; 
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Experience,  May  6,  1761;  Elizabeth,  May  6,  1761; 
Elizabeth  (2),  April  27,  1763;  Timothy,  Aug.  31, 
1765  ; Lydia,  Aug.  26,  1767 ; Huldah,  Aug.  26,  1767 ; 
Martha,  Jan.  5,  1770;  Lydia  (2),  in  September, 
1771. 

(V)  Timothy  French,  born  Aug.  31,  1765,  re- 
sided in  Bristol.  His  wife,  Lydia,  united  with  the 
First  Congregational  Church  there  July  20,  1806 
(likely  became  an  original  member  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Bristol,  Aug.  22,  1811).  Mr.  French 
died  July  7,  1838,  and  Mrs.  French  passed  away 
June  10,  1839,  aged  seventy-three  years. 

t^VI)  Elkanah  French,  born  about  1782,  married 
(intentions  published)  June  2,  1811,  Ruth  Thurs- 
, ton  Finney.  They  died  Sept.  22,  1856,  aged 
seventy-four,  and  Feb.  4,  1858,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  respectively.  Their  children  were:  James 
Elkanah,  George,  Abby,  Martha  and  Emily  (who 
married  Hon.  G.  F.  Usher). 

(VH)  Jamies  Elkanah  French  was  cashier  of  the 
Eagle  Bank  for  many  years.  He  married  Nov.  13, 
1849  ^intentions),  Jemima  W.  Hatch,  and  they  had 
a son,  George  Thomas. 

(VTII)  Col.  George  Thomas  French,  born 
Dec.  14,  1850,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  married  Sept.  14, 
1881,  Elizabeth  S.,  daughter  of  John  Barnard  Swett, 
formerly  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  his  wife,  Annie 
Cecilia  (DeWolf)  Swett,  daughter  of  Henry  De- 
Wolf.  To  this  union  came  one  son,  James  Barnard 
French,  born  Aug.  27,  1883,  who  is  now  a student 
in  Yale  College. 

Colonel  French  spent  three  years  in  Brown  Uni- 
versity, but  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father 
during  his  senior  year,  and  on  account' of  his  atten- 
dance upon  him  in  his  last  sickness,  he  did  not  finish 
the  course.  He  was  prepared  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion, and  for  the  ten  or  twelve  years  his  life  was 
spared  for  its  active  practice  he  was  a successful 
lawyer.  He  died  at  his  home  on  Bristol  Neck,  Nov. 
19,  1885,  aged  thirty-four  years.  Although  his'  life 
was  short  it  was  so  lived  that  he  left  his  impress  up- 
on the  community  in  which  it  was  passed.  In  reading 
between  the  lines  of  the  short  notice  of  his  death 
one  readily  sees  that  he  was  a most  excellent  man. 
He  possessed  many  good  qualities,  and  his  faults 
were  few  indeed.  He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar,  had  served  as  a trial  justice  in  Bristol, 
was  a member  of  the  school  committee  of  the  town 
at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  had  represented  his 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  Fie 
was  a member  of  Governor  Van  Zandt’s  staff  from 
1877  to  1880.  The  following  tribute  was  paid 
Colonel  French  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  General  Assembly  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Cogges- 
hall: 

“tie  won  the  universal  respect  of  the  commun- 
ity where  he  was  best  known.  He  was  a kind  hus- 
band, genial  friend  and  companion,  a patriotic  citi- 
zen, and  his  memory  will  not  soon  pass  away.” 

Of  him  Governor  Van  Zandt  said:  “George  T. 
French  was  the  most  loved  man  I ever  knew.”  The 


numerous  expressions  of  high  regard  from  his  leg-j  1 
islative  associates  stamped  Colonel  French  as  a mani  . 
of  more  than  usual  private  and  public  character,  and  I ; 
one  whose  civil  life  was  the  highest  expression  of  j 
good  citizenship.  [ 

KING — EVANS  (Providence  families).  Forj 
several  generations  at  least  the  Johnston-Providence  1 
family  of  Kings,  which  is  allied  by  marriage  with  | 
the  Providence  branch  of  the  Massachusetts  Evans  . 
family,  both  among  the  leading  and  substantial 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  has  had  a continued  ex- 
istence in  Providence  and  vicinity.  These  two 
names — King  and  Evans — too,  have  figured  prom-  j 
inently,  one  especially  in  the  history  of  the  State  1 
and  the  other  in  that  of  the  city  of  Providence.  * 
Reference  is  made  to  the  families  of  the  late  Hon.  | 
Samuel  Ward  King,  who  was  prominent  in  the 
public  affairs  of  Rhode  Island,  serving  for  a number 
of  years  as  Governor  of  the  State  toward  the  close  j 
of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  of  ' 
the  late  Bailey  W.  Evans,  who  was  for  fifty  years  ; 
and  more  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Providence,  j. 
for  years  president  of  one  of  the  city’s  financial  in-  | 
stitutions,  and  for  half  a century  a successful  man- 
ufacturer. Through  the  marriage  of  a daughter 
of  Governor  King  with  the  late  Mr.  Evans  just 
alluded  to,  the  families  are  still  represented  here. 
The  daughter  of  Governor  King  and  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  Evans,  with  her  daughters,  still  occupies 
the  old  Evans  homestead  on  Benefit  street.  She 
is  descended  from  (I)  Clement  King,  who  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Marshfield,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1669. 
His  wife  Susanna,  it  is  recorded,  died  June  19, 
1699.  Their  children  were:  Clement,  who  died 
about  1694;  Susanna,  who  died  June  19,  1690;  and 
Johanna,  born  about  1670. 

(II)  Clement  King  (2)  was  made  a freeman  of 
Marshfield,  Mass.,  in  1682,  and  removed  to  Provi- 
dence in  1687.  His  widow  Elizabeth  married,  Nov. 
12,  1694,  Thomas  Barnes,  and  removed  to  Swan- 
sea, and  there  died  Nov.  27,  1708.  To  Clement 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  the  following  children  were 
born:  John,  who  died  Sept.  18,  1723;  James,  who 
married  Oct.  13,  1734,  Persis  Brooks,  and  died 
Nov.  19,  1756;  Thomas,  who  died  Oct.  10,  1723, 
and  Ebenezer. 

(III)  John  King  was  a resident  of  that  part  of 
Providence  which  is  now  Cranston,  his  home  farm 
being  at  Sockanosset.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Hannah,  and  his  second  Elizabeth, 
who  died  Nov.  27,  1754.  The  children  of_  John 
King  were:  Sarah,  born  April  i,  1703,  died  in 
youth;  John,  born  March  13,  17051  Jemima  mar- 
ried John  Wheaton;  Fearnot  married  Ann  Briggs; 
Obadiah;  Isaac;  Josiah;  William  marripd  Annie 
Dunkin,  and  Sarah  married  Joseph  Jenckes. 

(IV")  Josiah  King,  born  in  I7I7»  April  13, 
•1800.  He  married,  Dec.  13,  17 — . Hannah  Field, 
who  died,  and  he  married  (second),  Nov.  23,  I749> 
Marv,  daughter  of  Lieut.  INIoxey  and  Meribah 
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Borden.  She  was  born  Nov.  i,  1716,  and  died 
July  29;  1810.  His  children  were:  Abner;  Reu- 
ben, who  married  Mary  Hadden;  William  Borden; 
and  Hannah. 

(V)  William  Borden  King,  son  of  Josiah  and 
Mary,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  married  Nov.  6,  1774, 

. Welthian  Walton,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  and  their 
children  of  Johnston  town  record  were : Lydia, 
born  Oct.  14,  1777;  Mary  Borden,  Dec.  3,  1779; 
William  Borden,  March  13,  1782  (sketch  elsewhere 
in  this  volume)  ; Samuel  Ward,  May  23,  1786;  Jo- 
siah, Feb.  3,  1788;  and  John,  Jan.  21,  1795. 

(VI)  Samuel  Ward  King,  son  of  William 
Borden  and  Welthian  (Walton)  King,  born  May 
23,  1786,  in  Johnston,  R.  L,  married  May  20,  1813, 
Catherine  L.  Angell,  born  July  6,  1795,  daughter 
of  Olney  Angell,  of  North  Providence,  and  his 
wife  Mary  (Waterman)  ; he  a descendant  of 
Thomas  Angell,  who  came  from  London,  England, 
to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1631,  with  Roger  Williams  in 
the  ship  “Lion,”  his  lineage  being  through  John, 
John  (2),  Stephen  and  Daniel  Angell. 

Samuel  Ward  King  was  by  profession  a phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
in  the  war  of  1812,  including  a cruise  on  a privateer. 
Dr.  King’s  name,  however,  is  particularly  identi- 
fied with  the  Annals  of  the  State.  He  was  “first” 
Senator  or  assistant  in  1839,  in  which  year  there 
was  no  election  of  governor  or  lieutenant-governor 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  Dr.  King  by  virtue  of  his 
position  became  acting  governor.  He  was  elected 
governor  in  1840,  1841  and  1842.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  occurred  the  great  political  excite- 
ment incident  to  the  discussion  of  the  “Suffrage 
Question,”  and  the  firm  and  conciliatory  course 
pursued  by  him  as  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  State  did  much  to  allay  the  bitterness  of 
party  strife  and  secure  the  satisfactory  result 
which  was  finally  reached  in  the  settlement  of 
the  important  question  agitating  the  public 
mind.  Governor  King  died  at  Providence,  Jan. 
20,  1851,  his  wife  having  previously  passed 

away,  dying  on  May  4,  1841.  It  is  stated  in  an  obit- 
uary notice  of  Governor  King  that:  “Few  men 
have  enjoyed  in  their  day  to  a greater  degree  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  few  men  in  their  pri- 
vate lives  have  exhibited  greater  amiability  and  gen- 
uine kindness  of  heart.  In  the  tremendous  times 
of  1842  his  conduct  won  the  approbation  of  friends 
and  conciliated  his  opponents,  and  in  his  volun- 
tary retirement  he  carried  with  him  the  respect  and 
esteem  even  of  those  against  whom  he  acted  in 
seasons  of  unusual  difficulties.” 

To  Governor  King  and  wife  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (i)  Mary  Waterman,  born  Dec. 
I,  1814,  died  March  26,  1815.  (2)  Mary  Anna, 

born  May  i,  1816,  married  Charles  Dexter  Cooke, 
a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  resided  in  New  York, 
where  she  died  Nov.  28,  1884.  (3)  Eliza  Smith, 

born  Jan.  23,  1818,  married  Joseph  A.  Weeden, 
and  died  in  New  York  June  6,  1870.  (4)  James 


Lawrence,  born  jMarch  24,  1820,  married  Anna 
Baker,  and  died  in  Providence,  Feb.  12,  1859.  (5) 

Charles  Rollin,  born  May  8,  1822,  died  Jan.  12, 
1903.  (6)  Samuel  Ward,  born  Aug.  4,  1824,  died 

April  9,  1826.  (7)  Maria  Waterman,  born  Nov. 

30,  1826,  died  Aug.  20,  1827.  (8)  Catherine  Maria 

Waterman,  born  June  29,  1828,  married  Bailey  W. 
Evans.  (9)  Sarah  Frances,  born  Dec.  24,  1829,  died 
July  22,  1830.  (10)  Frances  Elvira,  born  July  26, 

1832,  married  Lloyd  Chamberlain,  and  died  in  Phil- 
adelphia May  7,  1866.  (ii)  Antoinette  Louise, 
born  May  30,  1833,  died  June  8,  1835.  (12)  Sam- 

uel Ward,  born  March  4,  1835,  died  unmarried 
Feb.  21,  1874.  (13)  Antoinette  Welthian,  born 

Jan.  14,  1838,  died  Nov.  24,  1839. 

(VH)  Charles  Rollin  King,  son  of 
Samuel  Ward  and  Catherine  L.  (Angell)  King,  was 
born  May  8,  1822,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
city.  When  yet  a young  man  he  removed  to  the 
West,  where  for  many  years  he  was  actively  and 
prominently  connected  with  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil- 
ton and  Dayton  Railroad.  Perhaps  some  twenty- 
five  years  before  his  death  he  returned  to  Provi- 
dence, where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed. 
Here  his  time  was  given  to  the  conduct  of  a bro- 
kerage business. 

Mr.  King  was  well  known  in  business  circles, 
was  interested  in  the  city’s  financial  affairs,  and  at 
one  time  was  a director  of  the  old  Limerock  Bank. 
He  was  held  in  high  esteem  and  respect  by  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances.  He  died  Jan.  12,  1903, 
and  was  survived  by  two  daughters,  Ada  Frances 
and  Catherine  Angell,  who  are  residents  of  Daniel- 
son, Connecticut. 

EVANS.  The  late  Bailey  W.  Evans,  of 
Providence,  who  became  allied  by  marriage  with 
the  King  family,  was  of  Revolutionary  stock,  a 
son  of  David  Evans,  and  his  wife,  Martha  (Hath- 
away) Evans,  the  youngest  of  their  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  was  born  near  Assonet,  Mass.,  Oct.  7, 
1818.  In  the  public  schools  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  an  education  afterward  amplified  by  the  wide 
reading  of  an  acute  mind,  and  possessing  a dis- 
criminating and  remarkably  retentive  memory,  he 
became  a man  of  extensive  information.  In  his’ 
sixteenth  year,  in  1834,  he  came  to  Providence,  en- 
tering as  clerk  the  wholesale  grocery  store  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast  Almy,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  Mr. 
Almy  is  shown  by  the  latter’s  presentation  to  him 
of  a gold  watch  on  his  leaving  his  employ.  This 
watch  bears  the  inscription  “Presented  to  B.  W, 
Evans  for  integrity  and  industry,”  and  it  was  car- 
ried by  Mr.  Evans  constantly  from  the  time  of  its 
presentation  up  to  the  time  of  his  death — a period 
of  fifty-four  years.  On  leaving  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Almy,  whose  place  of  business  was  on  the  present 
site  of  Washington  Row,  Mr.  Evans  became  a 
business  associate  and  partner  in  the  same  line  of 
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business  with  ]\Ir.  Humphrey  Almy,  a brother  of 
his  former  employer,  and  the  business  conducted 
by  those  gentlemen  under  the  firm  name  of  Almy 
& Evans  continued  about  four  years  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved. 

At  a little  more  that  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
in  1847,  Hr.  Evans  became  associated  with  Air. 
Nicholas  Arnold  in  the  business  of  woolen  manu- 
facturing. Eight  months  later  Air.  Arnold  died, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Air.  Caleb  Seagrave,  and  the 
firm  under  the  name  of  Evans  & Seagrave  con- 
tinued business  for  nearly  half  a century,  mitil  the 
death  of  its  senior  member.  The  other  allied  houses 
of  the  firm  were  Evans,  Seagrave  & Co.  and  the 
Blackstone  Woolen  Company.  Their  mills,  located 
at  Waterford,  were  originally  purchased  from  Wel- 
come E.  Farnum. 

Air.  Evans  was  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  and  citizens  of  Providence,  though  he  held 
no  municipal  office.  Besides  being  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Evans,  Seagrave  & Co.,  he  was  officially 
connected  with,  or  a stockholder  in,  a number  of 
corporations,  among  which  were  the  American 
Screw  Company,  and  the  Fourth  National  Bank, 
at  Providence,  of  which  he  was  president.  In  his 
business  relations  he  was  systematic  and  very  me- 
thodical, to  which  characteristic  was  due  in  a large 
measure  his  success,  for  he  was  a successful  man. 
By  his  sound  judgment  and  unswerving  integrity 
he  early  won  and  ever  retained  the  confidence  of 
all,  a notable  characteristic  being  his  unfailing 
readiness  to  extend  a helping  hand  to  those  less  for- 
tunate than  himself. 

Air.  Evans  at  the  time  of  his  decease  was  one 
of  the  oldest  householders  on  Benefit  street — -the 
house  in  which  he  died,  Nov.  9,  1895,  having  been 
built  by  him  in  1857. 

The  marriage  of  Bailey  WA  Evans  and  Cather- 
ine Alaria  Waterman  King  occurred  Alay  2,  1849, 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Kate 
Louise ; Fred  Bailey,  residing  in  Providence,  mar- 
ried Fannie  Bowers  Lewis,  and  has  children,  Bailey 
\\  inslow,  George  WTrren,  Alarion  King,  Bertha 
Lewis  and  Alargaret  Hathaway;  Alartha  WArd ; 
and  Elizabeth  Arnold,  married  Francis  Lawton,  of 
New  ATrk,  and  has  one  son,  Francis  Lawton,  Jr., 
her  other  son,  Bailey  W.  Evans  Lawton,  having 
died  in  infancy. 

ALONZO  P.  Alow  RY,  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Exchange  Bank  at  Greenville,  an  esteemed 
citizen  and  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  his 
section,  was  born  in  the  house  he  now  occupies, 
Dec.  20,  1843,  a son  of  George  W.,  and  Hannah 
(Aldrich)  Alowry. 

George  W.  Alowry  was  born  Sept.  22,  1806, 
in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  where  his  early  life 
was  spent.  In  young  manhood  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  machinist  in  Hawkins’  machine  shop,  at 
Skeeterville,  town  of  .Smithfield,  but  worked  at  it 


for  a brief  time  only,  being  obliged  to  give  it  up  on  j 
account  of  failing  health.  Farm  work  seemed  to  t 
suit  him  better,  and  after  his  marriage  he  rented  for  ! 
two  years  the  Philip  Allen  farm,  in  North  Provi-  1 
dence,  now  within  the  city  limits,  leaving  there 
in  1836,  when  he  purchased  the  Thomas  Paine  farm 
and  tavern  stand,  in  Smithfield.  There  he  resided, 
the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  Feb.  28,  1877,  and  was  I 
buried  in  a private  lot  on  his  own  land.  He  was  a 
successful  business  man,  doing  a large  business  for 
his  time,  and  was  the  last  to  conduct  a hotel  there 
before  the  building  of  the  Providence  & Springfield 
railroad,  being  located  on  one  of  the  main  lines  of 
travel  from  Providence  to  Connecticut  and  Alassa- 
chusetts.  He  also  carried  on  farming  in  an  exten- 
sive way,  and  was  a large  and  successful  buyer  and  ' 
seller  of  live  stock.  On  many  occasions  he  made  j 
trips  to  Canada  for  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  bring- 
ing them  to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  disposed  of 
them.  He  was  a shrewd  business  man,  but  thor- 
oughly honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings. 

.Although  Air.  Alowry  began  life  with  almost  no  ' 
capital,  save  his  determination  and  energy,  he  hon-  | 
orably  accjuired  a large  property  and  at  the  time  of  j 
his  death  ranked  among  the  most  substantial  citi- 
zens of  his  town.  In  early  life  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  later  became  identified  with  the  Re- 
publicans. Although  frequently  besought  so  to  do, 
he  never  consented  to  hold  public  office,  and  he  was 
careful  about  taking  up  with  indiscriminate  busi- 
ness enterprises.  For  many  years  he  was  a direc- 
tor of  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Greenville. 

On  Alarch  23,  1830,  Air.  Alowry  was  married  to 
Hannah  Aldrich,  who  was  born  Dec.  23,  1812,  in 
Smithfield,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Diana  (Gaskill)  i 
Aldrich.  Airs.  Alowry,  who  now  resides  on  the 
homestead  with  her  son  Alonzo,  is  well  preserved, 
retaining  all  her  faculties,  although  for  many  years 
her  strength  was  severely  taxed  not  only  in  the  rear- 
ing of  a large  family  but  also  in  co-operating  with 
her  husband  in  the  advancement  of  his  business  in- 
terests. He  was  always  ready  to  affirm  that  much  of 
his  success  was  due  to-  her  care,  good  judgment 
and  frugality. 

Children  as  follows  were  torn  to  George  \V. 
Alowry  and  his  wife:  Henry  C.,  Susan  G.,  Alary 
E.,  Gilbert  L.,  George  G.,  Edward  A.,  Alonzo 
Percy  and  Diana  A. 

Henry  C.  Alowry  was  born  Alarch  3,  1831.  He 
was  a teamster  and  also  kept  a hotel  at  Alanton. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  l, 
1898.  he  was  residing  at  East  Providence.  He 
married  Alargaret  W.  Greene,  and  they  had  five 
children,  of  whom  Amelia,  William  and  Hannah 
are  deceased:  Alercy  G.,  widow  of  Fred  Perry,  and 
Walter  H.  still  survive. 

Susan  G.  Alowry  was  born  July  12,  1832,  and 
died  Sept.  23,  1906.  She  was  married  (first)  Oct.' 
26.  1848,  to  Levi  Brown,  and  (second)  July  15, 
1855,  to  Lamed  Dean,  who  died  Alarch  8,  1894. 
Airs.  Dean  resided  at  Graniteville,  and  was  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Diana  A.,  born  April  19, 
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1851,  who  was  married  Oct.  24,  18O9,  to  O.  Perry 
Sherman.  They  have  two  children ; Howard  D., 
born  Oct.  17,  1874,  and  Susan  iNiowry,  born  N’ov. 
20,  1884.  Jrtoward  D.  Sherman  married  Elizabeth 
A.  JJurton  on  April  2,  1893,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, viz. : Howard  Ernest,  born  4larch  30,  1894, 
and  Warren  Birtwell,  born  Jan.  0,  1899.  These 
two  children  are  of  the  hfth  generation  in  descent 
from  the  venerable  Airs.  Ueorge  W.  Alowry, 
making  hve  generations  living  at  present  (_1906). 
At  one  time  aurmg  the  life  time  of  4irs.  Ann  Very, 
widow  of  Samuel,  and  th»aunt  of  Mrs.  George  W. 
jMowry,  there  was  living  six  generations  ox  one 
family. 

Alary  E.  Aiowry  was  born  Jan.  25,  1834,  and 
was  married  Oct.  2O,  1854,  to  \V  illiam  K.  Atwood, 
who  was  born  June  25,  1831,  son  of  William  and 
Esther  (Aldrich)  Atwood.  William  K.  Atwood  is 
a resident  of  Providence,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
real  estate  broker.  Air.  and  Airs.  Atwood  have 
had  two  sons,  viz.;  (1)  George  Ai.  Atwood,  born 
Dec.  13,  1855,  married  Blanche  E.  Sweet,  who  was 
born  Jan.  10,  1864.  Air.  Atwood  died  Oct.  31, 
1898,  survived  by  his  wife  and  two  children, 
Blanche  Ai.,  born  Oct.  3,  1887,  and  Beatrice  AT, 
born  Jan.  31,  1891.  (2)  William  A.  Atwood,  born 

Feb.  4,  18O1,  married  Edith  Ai.  Sweet,  born  June 
10,  1866,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Gertrude  Ai., 
born  Alay  24,  1889. 

Gilbert  L.  Aiowry  was  born  Sept.  17,  1836,  and 
died  Jan.  2,  1838. 

George  G.  Aiowry,  born  April  22,  1838,  was 
married  F'eb.  14,  1859,  to  Aiartha  S.  Hunt,  who 
died  in  Aiarch,  1874.  He  was  married  (second) 
June  10,  1875,  to  Ella  A.  Woodrult.  lie  resided 
in  Geneseo,  ill.,  where  he  was  a merchant,  and 
died  April  1,  1906.  The  children  of  his  first  mar- 
riage were  as  follows:  Fannie  H.,  born  June  24, 
i860,  married  Jan.  15,  1885,  i’hilo  Ai.  Ward,  and 
resides  at  Johnson  Gity,  Tenn. ; George  W.,  born 
July  10,  1862,  died  Aday  29,  1895  ; Alice  AV.,  born 
Nov.  29,  18C5,  married  George  Aloran,  Nov.  16, 
1884,  and  died  Sept.  15,  1889;  Edward  Aldrich 
was  born  Nov.  4,  1868;  Amy  Scott,  born  Aiarch  19, 
1870,  married  William  H.  Watson,  and  resides  at 
Canton,  111.  Three  children  were  born  to  the  sec- 
ond marriage:  Alary  lionise,  born  in  August,  1878, 
who  died  in  October,  1878;  William  Atwood,  born 
June  2,  1880;  and  Susan  W.,  born  June  ii,  1883. 

Edward  A.  Aiowry  was  born  Aug.  31,  1841, 
and  died  Sept.  17,  1842. 

Alonzo  Percy  Aiowry,  born  Dec.  20,  1843,  is 
mentioned  below. 

Diana  A.  Aiowry  was  born  July  27,  1846,  and 
died  Aug.  1 1,  1848. 

Alonzo  Percy  Aiowry  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  at  Jencks 
Alowry’s  school  at  Ait.  Pleasant,  where  he  spent  two 
years,  and  at  the  Lapham  Institute,  which  he  at- 
tended for  three  years.  He  remained  on  the  home 


farm  and  assisted  his  father  until  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two, when  he  became  a clerk  in  the  shoe  , store 
of  his  brother-in-law,  William  K.  Atwood,  in  Prov- 
idence, and  remained  there  for  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  established  a shoe  business  in 
company  with  John  Atwood,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Atwood  & Aiowry,  their  place  of  business  being- 
located  on  North  Alain  street.  Later  the  business 
was  removed  to  Ulneyville,  and  after  some  eight 
years  Air.  Aiowry  disposed  of  his  interests  ;ftKl  re- 
moved to  the  homestead,  where  he  has  since  been 
xjuite  successfully  and  extensively  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying.  Air.  Aiowry  has  added 
more  land  to  the  original  tract,  now  having  a splen- 
did farm  of  nearly  three  hundred  acres. 

In  his  political  views  Air.  Aiowry  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  in  1882  he  was  elected  senator 
from  Smithfield,  serving  continuously  until  1891. 
In  1899  he  was  elected  president  of  the  National 
Exchange  Bank,  succeeding  the  late  Henry  E. 
Smith ; he  had  for  many  years  previously  been  a di- 
rector and  stockholder.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at  Greenville,  and  has 
been  a member  of  that  denomination  since  1877, 
when  he  united  with  the  church  at  Olneyville,  later 
transferring  his  membership  to  Greenville. 

On  June  15,  1869,  Air.  Aiowry  was  married  to 
Aiarianna  Gavitt,  who  was  born  Sept.  21,  1846,  m 
Smithfield,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Betsey  C. 
(Alaxfield)  Gavitt,  granddaughter  of  Edward  Gav- 
itt and  great-granddaughter  of  Edward  Gavitt,  who 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  The  mother  of  Airs. 
Aiowry  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Drown)  Alaxfield,  and  Nancy  Drown  was  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  (Jr.)  and  Rachel  (Scott) 
Drown,  and  a granddaughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  (Kent)  Drown.  Benjamin  Drown,  Jr., 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  having  joined  Capt. 
Thomas  Allen's  company,  and  became  a corporal 
in  xAugust,  1775.  He  appeared  on  the  Bristol  Alarm, 
April  I,  1776,  and  was  sergeant  in  X'iall  Allen's 
company  in  1780. 

The  following  named  children  have  been  born 
to  Alonzo  P.  Aiowry  and  his  wife : Alattie  Aldrich, 
born  Aiarch  28,  1874,  married  Oct.  9.  1895,  Chester 
Eugene  Walcott,  and  resides  in  Smithfield ; they 
have  had  two  children,  Willard,  a bright  and  inter- 
esting child,  born  April  9,  1900.  and  Alary  Louise, 
born  Jan.  23,  1906.  Percy  Wilson,  born  April  i, 
1876,  died  in  June,  1876.  Bessie  A label,  born  Dec. 
4,  1878,  resides  at  home. 

OLR'ER  WATSON.  The  Watsons  of  the 
Narragansett  country,  whose  early  home  was  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  Tower  Hill,  were  among  the  first 
and  largest  purchasers  of  the  fertile  lands  of  that 
section  over  two  hundred  years  ago.  A prominent 
family  from  the  beginning,  it  has  allied  itself  by 
marriage  to  some  of  the  most  distinguished  famil- 
ies of  Rhode  Island,  among  them  the  Gardiner, 
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Helme  and  Nichols  families.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
this  article  to  treat  briefly  with  the  family  of  the  late 
W illiam  W'atson  of  Kingstown,  whose  son,  Oliver 
W atson,  is  prominent  in  the  business  and  social  life 
of  the  town  of  South  Kingstown. 

(I)  John  W' atson,  the  progenitor  of  the  South 
Kingstown  Watsons,  was  of  record  in  North  Kings 
Town  in  1673.  In  1687  he  served  as  constable,  was 
later  on  the  grand  jury,  was  conservator  of  the 
peace,*and  in  1690  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court. 
He  married  in  1675  Dorcas  Gardiner,  born  in  1656, 
daughter  of  George  Gardiner,  progenitor  of  the 
Gardiner  family  of  this  section,  and  the  following 
children  were  born  to  the  union ; John,  born  July 
22,  1676,  who  died  Nov.  8,  1772  (he  married  first, 
April  8,  1703,  Hannah  Champlin,  second,  in  1722, 
Abigail  Eldred,  widow,  and  third,  Sept.  28,  1738, 
Sarah  Mowry,  widow)  ; Samuel;  William;  Frances, 
who  married  Daniel  Brown;  Ann,  who  married 
Peter  Wells;  and  Herodias,  who  married  John 
Sheldon. 

(H)  Samuel  W*atson,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1688,  and  died  Nov.  25,  1779.  He  fir.st  married 
Alercy  Helme,  daughter  of  Rouse  Helme.  His 
second  wife,  Harriet,  widow  of  Samuel  Slocum, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Hannah  (Stanton)  Carr, 
and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Caleb  Carr,  was'  born 
Oct.  13,  1691.  Their  children  were:  Samuel,  born 
in  1714,  who  married  Hannah  Hazard;  Benjamin, 
born  in  1724;  Nicholas;  Stephen,  born  in  1726,  who 
married  Sept.  4,  1757,  Abigail  Arnold;  Ann,  who 
was  married  in  July,  1742,  to  Robert  Reynolds; 
Dorcas,  who  married  April  19,  1736,  Stephen  Gar- 
diner; Mary,  who  married  April  12,  1741,  Edward 
Slocum;  Freelove;  Caleb;  Margaret;  and  Frances, 
who  married  April  21,  1746,  Aloses  Slocum. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Watson,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  1724,  and  died  Feb.  28,  179/.  He  married 
Sept.  28,  1749,  Sarah  Woodgate,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren: Robert,  born  March  27,  1751;  Avis,  born 
July  10,  1752,  who  died  Feb.  21,  1766;  Benjamin, 
born  Jan.  25,  1755;  Patience,  born  April  8,  1757, 
who  died  Sept.  20,  1844;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  9, 
1758;  Oliver,  born  Feb.  25,  1760;  Sarah,  born  July 
31,  1764;  Mary,  born  July  31,  1764;  Edward,  born 
Jan.  7,  1769;  Stephen;  Jane,  bogn  in  June,  1771, 
who  died  ]\Iarch  16,  1846;  Woodgate,  born  in  Octo- 
ber, 1774;  and  Sylvester,  born  Sept.  21,  1776,  who 
married  in  June,  1802,  Abigail  Hale. 

(IV)  Oliver  Watson,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
Feb.  25,  1760,  and  died  July  31,  1839.  He  married 
Dorcas  Watson,  who  was  born  Ja  ii-  8,  1775,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Rachel  Richardson,  and  died  April 

19,  1855.  Their  children  were : Sarah,  born  in 
1800,  married  Reynolds  Greene,  and  died  Oct.  6, 
1839,  leaving  one  son,  William,  of  North  Kingstown  ; 
Rachel,  born  in  1806,  died  Dec.  18,  1878;  Hannah, 
born  in  1807,  died  unmarried ; Oliver,  born  Nov. 

20,  1809,  who  died  Dec.  9,  1875,  married  Phebe 
Nichols,  and  had  one  daughter,  Mary  E.,  of  Kings- 
town Hill,  who  married  J.  H.  Tefft;  Elizabeth, 
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born  in  1812,  who  died  in  1850,  married  William  I 
Nichols,  and  had  one  son,  Oliver  W. ; Isabel,  born  in  j 
1815,  died  July  28,  1877;  John;  Samuel;  Benjamin;: 
William,  born  Dec.  9,  1819,  married  Elizabeth  j 
Nichols;  Mary,  married  William  Nichols;  Dorcas,! 
who  died  June  26,  1845,  niarried  C.  D.  Slocum,  and  j 
had  one  son,  Oliver  W.,  of  East  Greenwich ; Har- ' 
riet  married  Joseph  Sherman,  and  had  two  children,  ! 
Oliver  W.  and  Benjamin  W.,  of  Kingston;  John 
R. ; Abby  married  Joseph  Hoxsie;  two  died  in  in- 
fancy; Ann  P.,  who  died  Nov.  21,  1889,  married 
Arnold  Slocum,  and  had  ¥.\  o children,  Cary  W.  and 
Peleg,  the  latter  of  Kingston.  i 

Oliver  Watson  spent  all  of  his  life  in  South  i 
Kingstown,  about  a mile  from  Kingston  depot,  and  j 
on  his  farm  is  the  old  burial  ground  of  the  Wat-  1 
sons.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during  ' 
his  long  and  useful  life,  and  was  an  intelligent,  hard-  \ 
working  and  frugal  farmer.  He  was  also  a money  ! 
lender,  and  was  a director  in  the  National  Land-  j 
holders’  Bank.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  i 
was  engaged  in  and  around  Newport,  fortifying,  i 
(V)  William  Watson,  son  of  Oliver,  was  born  j 
Dec.  9,  1819,  in  a house  on  his  father’s  farm,  whai  , 
is  now  known  as  the  old  Watson  homestead,  about 
one  mile  from  the  present  railroad  station  at  Kings- 
ton, and  there  spent  his  boyhood  days.  It  is  said 
that  his  name,  William,  did  not  become  a “fixture” 
for  several  years,  as  his  father  persisted  in  calling 
him  Welcome,  saying  that  although  he  was  the 
youngest  of  the  family  of  fifteen  children  raised  by 
his  parents  he  was  just  as  welcome  as  any  that 
preceded  him.  In  his  early  boyhood  days  he  en-  j 
joyed  a good  measure  of  health,  but  being  the  j 
youngest  he  was  considered  the  chore  and  errand  j 
boy.  Much  of  his  work  was  done  on  horseback, 
and  he  said  that  many  a time  he  fell  asleep  while 
riding  horseback  to  harrow  or  cultivate,  and  was 
only  aroused  when  they  came, in  contact  with  a rock 
or  root;  in  one  instance  he  was  thrown  completely 
over  the  horse’s  head.  In  his  early  manhood,  his 
health  having  failed  him  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
was  unable  to  labor  on  the  farm,  his  elder  brother, 
Benjamin,  who  owned  and  occupied  a small  country 
store  less  than  a mile  from  his  father’s  farm,  ex- 
clianged  with  him,  permitting  him  to  tend  and  take 
charge  of  the  store,  while  he  performed  the  more 
laborious  duties  on  the  farm.  To  this  change,  per- 
haps, may  be  credited  the  more  than  brotherly  tie 
that  grew  up  between  these  two,  and  which  only 
death  could  dissolve.  In  the  year  1857  he  erected 
the  house  that  he  continued  to  occupy  until  his  death 
(the*  present  home  of  his  son  Oliver),  at  West 
Kingston,  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he  never 

lived  over  a mile  from  the  place  of  his  birth.  He 

engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  produce  business,  | 
and  for  many  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  j 
he  was  a director  of  the  National  Landholders’  j 

Bank  and  the  Savings  Bank  of  Kingston.  Wil-  I 

liam  Watson  was  a man  of  good,  sterling  qualities, 
clear-headed,  upright  and  honest,  never  hesitating 
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at  the  crucial  point,  but  ever  ready  to  express  his 
opinion  when  convinced  that  he  was  right. 

Had  he  aspired  to  office  he  might  have  held, 
many  positions  of  trust  from  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  a kind  husband,  a loving  father,  and  was  re- 
spected and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

He  was  married  March  4,  1858,  to  Elizabeth 
Nichols,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Taylor) 
Nichols,  and  to  this  union  were  born:  Annie  E., 
born  July  2,  i860,  who  died  April  27,  1890,  unmar- 
ried; Dorcas,  born  Aug.  28,  1862;  and  Oliver,  born 
Aug.  8,  1867.  William  Watson  died  Sept.  18, 
1899,  after  an  illness  of  three  or  four  weeks,  and  his 
remains  were  deposited  in  the  old  family  burying- 
ground  on  the  “Side  Hill,”  Sept.  21st.  His  wife 
died  Aug.  28,  1884. 

(VI)  Oliver  Watson,  son  of  William,  was  born 
in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Aug.  8,  1867,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  days  in  South  Kingstown,  attending 
the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  He  is  a member  of 
the  town  council  of  South  Kingstown,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1905  was  elected  representative  from  South 
Kingstown  to  the  State  Legislature,  serving  on  the 
committee  on  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts.  He 
was  a director  of  the  National  Landholders  Bank, 
and  of  the  Kingston  Savings  Bank,  and  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Kingston  Trust  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Watson  and  his  sister  are  members  of 
the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Church. 

KENYON.  For  more  than  two  centuries  the 
Kenyon  name  has  been  continuous  in  southern 
Rliode  Island,  and  for  the  past  fifty  years  has  been  a 
leading  one  in  the  mercantile  life  of  Wakefield,  as 
represented  in  the  lives  of  William  G.,  William 
A.  and  Orrin  P.  Kenyon,  of  whose  lives  and  line- 
age this  article  deals.  They  descended  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines,  for  several  generations, 
from  families  noted  for  firmness  of  character,  fine 
intellectual  power  and  unflinching  honesty  and 
purity  of  life.  From  such  high  authorities  as 
Austin’s  Genealogical  Dictionary,  the  Rhode  Island 
Colonial  Records,  the  Washington  County  Records, 
and  Arnold’s  Vital  Records  of  Washington  County, 
as  well  as  family  records,  we  gather  the  following 
account  of  the  ancestry  of  this  old  and  substantial 
family : ' 

There  are  four  lines  of  Kenyon  in  “Burke’s 
Commoners,”  quite  similar  in  general  but  not  in 
detail  as  to  the  family  arms  and  crests.  But  one 
line  has  a motto — the  Kenyons  of  Whitney.  The 
motto,  “Magnanimiter  Crucem  Sustine”  (“Nobly 
bear  the  Cross”),  indicates  that  they  were  possibly 
Crusaders,  and  helped  in  the  capture  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  authorities  that  (I)  John 
Kenyon,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New  England, 
was  in  direct  descent  from  Jordan  de  Lanton,  Lord 
of  Kenyon  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III  of  England. 
John  Kenyon  was  born  in  1605,  and  married  Ann 
Smith  possibly  about  1625  or  1630.  In  “Munsell’s 


American  Ancestry”  (Rhode  Island)  Ralph  Wood 
Kenyon,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Ralph  Watson 
Kenyon,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  gives  his  line  as  from 
John  Kenyon,  of  Rhode  Island,  with  the  above  de- 
scent from  Jordan  de  Lanton  of  Kenyon  of  Peel, 
Lancaster,  England. 

(H)  John  Kenyon,  born  in  1636,  married 
(first)  Hannah  Sheppard  and  (second)  Alary 
Rigby.  Their  son, 

(III)  John  Kenyon,  born  in  1657,  died  in  1732. 
He  married  Sarah  Gray.  (If  this  is  correct,  she 
was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Winslow) 
Gray,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Chil- 
ton) Winslow,  born  Aug.  12,  1659.  This  gives  a 
direct  “Mayflower”  line  to  the  descendants  of  John 
Kenyon.)  Their  son, 

(IV)  Jonathan  Kenyon,  born  in  1695,  died  in 
1766.  His  will  was  made  that  year.  He  married 
Mary  Gardner.  Their  son, 

(V)  Nathan  Kenyon,  was  born  in  about  1720. 
His  will  was  made  in  1805.  He  married  April  18, 
1757,  Mary  Green,  of  Charlestown,  R.  L,  and  their 
children  were:  Gardner,  James  (who  married 
Habba  Nichols),  Green,  Nathan,  Jonathan,  Aaron, 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Amy. 

(VI)  Gardner  Kenyon  was  born  Dec.  6,  1757, 
and  died  March  7,  1845.  He  married,  about  1784, 
Susannah  Boss,  born  July  4,  1762,  who  died  April 
20,  1844.  Their  children  were:  Sally,  born  Feb.  2, 
1786,  died  Oct.  25,  1868;  she  married  Benjamin 
Knowles.  Nathan  Gardner,  born  Nov.  28,  1789,  died 
Dec.  23, 1851;  he  married  Susan  Hazard.  Caleb  Boss, 
born  Oct.  i,  1791,  died  Sept.  24,  1857;  he  married 
(first)  Hannah  Congdon  and  (second)  Matilda 
Kenyon,  born  Dec.  25,  1803,  daughter  of  Green 
Kenyon.  Lucretia,  born  May  27,  1793,  married 
Nathaniel  Kenyon,  and  moved  to  Penn  Yan,  Yates 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  a cousin.  Remington  Kenyon, 
had  preceded  them  in  1808;  they  had  one  son, 
William  F.  Susan  V.,  born  May  29,  1795,  died 
Jan.  7,  1866;  she  married  Hazard  Knowles.  Elisha 
Reynolds  Potter,  born  April  29,  1799,  died  Aug. 
25,  1839-  James  Burrell,  born  May  10,  1801,  died 
Aug.  12,  1880.  Mary,  born  Sept.  21,  1803,  died 
Feb.  14,  1866;  she  married  Benjamin  Congdon, 
and  had  children — Emily,  Kate,  Carrie,  Hannah 
and  James;  Mr.  Congdon  was  a farmer  at  Point 
Judith  all  his  life.  Alexander  Hamilton,  born  July 
6,  1805,  died  in  October,  1835,  unmarried.  Eliza- 
beth married  Welcome  Kenyon. 

(VII)  Nathan  Gardner  Kenyon,  born  Nov.  28, 
1789,  was  a judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  court,  and 
proved  himself  well  suited  for  the  position.  Un- 
like the  rest  of  his  family  he  was  a staunch  Whig 
throughout  life,  and  in  this  connection  an  anecdote 
is  related  of  him  which  well  illustrates  his  firm 
character  and  steady  disposition.  His  father  was 
one  of  the  old-time  Jeffersonian  Democrats  (then 
called  Republicans),  and  no  one  had  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  Nathan,  the  eldest  son,  would  not 
espouse  the  same  principles.  But  when  the  time 
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came  for  him  to  cast  his  first  vote  he  went  to  Kings- 
ton and  supported  the  Whig  ticket,  casting  his 
lot  from  the  first  with  the  party  of  his  choice. 

(VII)  James  Burrell  Kenyon,  born  May  lo, 
i8oi,  died  Aug.  12,  1880.  He  married  Nov.  27, 
1828,  Penelope  Kenyon,  who  was  born  Sept.  17, 
1808  (daughter  of  James,  son  of  Nathan),  and 
died  Aug.  31,  1898.  They  had  these  children: 
Abby  S.,  born  Sept.  10,  1829,  died  Oct.  19,  1901 ; 
she  married  Ogden  Allen,  and  had  one  son,  Eugene 
S.,  born  ]\iarch  10,  1853,  a resident  of  Narragan- 
sett.  James  Gardiner,  born  June  12,  1831,  resides 
in  Narragansett,  unmarried.  Searle,  born  i\lay  26, 

1832,  died  Aug.  4,  1833.  Joseph  N.,  born  Aug.  3, 

1833,  a resident  of  Providence,  R.  1.,  is  not  married. 

iNlary  A.,  born  July  9,  1836,  married  James  E. 
Anthony.  , 

(\Tli)  j\lary  A.  Kenyon,  born  July  9,  1836, 
married  James  E.  x\nthony,  born  Sept.  16,  1835, 
son  of  James  \V.  and  Hannah  (Kenyon)  Anthony, 
the  latter  born  Sept.  2,  1799,  daughter  of  Green 
Kenyon.  i\ir.  Anthony  engaged  in  farming  at 
Point  Judith. 

(VH)  Elisha  Reynolds  Potter  Kenyon,  born 
April  29,  1799,  died  Aug.  28,  1839,  in  the  prime  of 
life.  He  married  Alary  Ann  Knowles,  daughter 
of  Hazard  Knowles,  and  they  had  children : Wil- 
liam G.,  born  Jan.  4,  1825,  died  July  24,  1877. 
Elisha,  born  Aug.  9,  1826,  died  Jan.  13,  1903. 
Edward,  born  Oct.  27,  18 — , is  living  in  California. 
Alary  Elizabeth,  born  May  7,  1830,  died  Dec.  ii, 
1903.  Abby  F.,  born  in  18 — , died  June  15,  1884. 
Giles  E.,  born  Jan.  20,  1834,  died  Alay  28,  1879. 
Sarah  Stanton,  born  April  27,  1836,  died  Eeb.  15, 

Air.  Kenyon  was  a lifelong  resident  of  South 
Kingstown,  engaging  in  farming  at  Point  Judith, 
and  stood  high  in  the  esteem  and  good-will  of  the 
people  of  his  native  town,  being  chosen  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Rhode  Island  Senate  in  1836  and 
1837.  While  he  was  of  a peaceful  disposition  he 
was  also  a man  capable  of  standing  up  for  what  he 
considered  his  just  rights,  to  illustrate  which,  the 
following  anecdote  will  serve : He  owned  one  of 
the  original  six  farms  at  Point  Judith,  a portion  of 
the  land  which  was  confiscated  by  the  government 
during  the  Revolution  from  one  Sewell,  who  was  a 
loyal  subject  to  the  King.  To  those  six  farms  was 
deeded  by  the  State  the  “Sand  Hill  Cove”  seaweed 
privilege.  This  privilege  was  always  a bone  of 
contention  between  the  owners  of  these  farms  and 
the  general  public,  and  in  times  past  created  more 
family  and  neighborhood  trouble  than  there  was 
on  any  other  spot  on  the  whole  coast.  Air.  Ken- 
yon one  day  at  this  beach  entered  into  some  con- 
troversy with  one  of  the  owners  of  an  adjoining 
farm.  They  could  not  agree.  Air.  Kenyon  carried 
him  l)odily  into  the  sea,  and  was  holding  his  head 
under  water  until  he  would  listen  to  reason,  and 
it  is  said  that  had  not  friends  interfered  he  might 
have  had  to  answer  to  a serious  charge. 


(\TIIj  A’illiam  G-vkdxer  Kenyon  was  born  | 
at  Point  Judith,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Jan  4,  | 
1825,  and  died  July  24,  1877,  in  Providence,  R.  1.  | 
His  boyhood  days  were  spent  at  Point  Judith.  He  I 
was  but  fourteen  vears  of  age  when  his  father  died 
leaving  him  the  eldest  of  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, but  he  at  once  became  the  head  of  the  house-, 
hold  and  proved  himself  capable  beyond  the  or- 
dinary. He  kept  up  the  farm  and  educated,  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  keeping  them  together  until 
they  were  grown,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion 
that  few  men  could  have  performed  this  task  more 
efficiently  or  faithfully.  The  younger  members  of 
tlie  family  looked  up  to  him  and  obeyed  him  im- 
plicitly, yet  he  was  never  harsh  or  unkind.  Indeed, 
he  was  often  referred  to  as  one  of  “nature’s  noble- 
men.” He  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  looking 
men  in  the  town,  was  well-built  and  agile  in  his 
movements,  and  a famous  athlete  in  his  day,  not 
one  of  the  young  men  being  able  to  throw  him  in 
their  friendly  wrestling  matches..  It  is  told  of  him 
that  one  morning,  meeting  his  cousin,  a fine  athlete 
himself,  they  had  a bout  of  wrestling;  his  cousin 
was  thrown  and  his  shoulder  dislocated.  Air.  Ken- 
yon was  very  sorry  for  this  mishap  and  devoted 
himself  to  his  cousin  until  he  had  regained  his 
normal  condition.  He  was  very  fond  of  horses  and 
could  successfully  subdue  and  ride  those  that  others 
had  failed  to  conquer. 

As  previously  intimated.  Air.  Kenyon  followed 
farming  at  Point  Judith  in  early  manhood.  In 
1855,  having  lost  his  wife,  he  gave  up  farming  and 
moved  his  family  to  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  intending  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  Galifornia,  whither  his  brothers 
Elisha  and  Edward  had  preceded  him.  But  upon 
reaching  New  York  he  was  unable  to  procure  pas- 
sage upon  any  of  the  outgoing  schooners,  so  he 
returned  home  and  finally  gave  up  the  idea  of  go- 
ing to  the  “Golden  West,”  concluding  to  settle  per- 
manently in  Wakefield.  In  1856  he  purchased 
of  William  B.  Robinson  for  $2,500  one-eighth  of 
an  acre  of  land  with  buildings  thereon,  one  being  a 
store  located  where  the  Wakefield  Bakery  now 
stands.  He  established  a successful  business  in  this 
store,  part  of  the  time  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Kenyon  & Barber,  his  partner  being  Warren  C. 
Barber.  He  was  postmaster  at  Wakefield  from 
Alay  2,  1859,  lo  Oct.  7,  1861,  and  filled  the  posi- 
tion with  integrity  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
patrons.  He  sold  this  establishment  in  1866  to 
Samuel  Robinson.  In  i860,  1862  and  1863,  after 
his  second  marriage,  to  Mrs.  Robinson,  he  lived 
on  the  Robinson  farm,  but  having  bought,  in  1863, 
the  fine  farm  then  known  as  the  “Stephen  A. 
Wright  farm,”  consisting  of  over  one  hundred 
acres,  paying  therefor  $10,000  (which  at  that  time 
was  considered  a very  large  sum),  moved  to  that 
place.  This  farm,  situated  in  what  is  now  the  heart 
of  the  village  of  Wakefield,  commenced  at  the  lot 
where  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  now  stands.  It 
was  bounded  on  the  north  bv  Alain  street  and  ex- 
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tended  along  said  street,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  to  what  is  now  called  Cherry  Lane,  where  the 
Wakefield  Laundry  now  stands ; on  the  east  by  said 
lane  and  the  Elisha  Robinson  farm,  now  the  Welsh 
farm;  on  the  south  by  the  Elisha  and  William  H. 
Robins9n  and  Town  farms ; on  the  w^est  by  the  Sau- 
gatucket  river.  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  there 
were  no-  buildings  on  the  land  with  the  exception 
of  the  farm  buildings  and  the  old  “manor  house,” 
which  is  still  standing,  in  good  repair.  In  1867 
he  built  on  the  farm — where  Griffin’s  drug  store 
now  stands — a large  barn  for  the  accommodation 
of  John  N.  Taylor's  stage  route,  which  at  that  time 
was  the  only  way  of  transferring  passengers  from 
Kingston  station  to  Wakefield,  Peace  Dale  and 
Narragansett  Pier.  Soon  after  the  barn  was  com- 
pleted, during  one  of  the  most  violent  tempests  in 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  citizens,  it  was  struck  by 
lightning  and  completely  destroyed  by  fire,  with 
several  horses  and  equipments.  The  loss  to  Mr. 
Kenyon  was  $3,000.  In  due  time,  there  being  more 
or  less  demand  for  building  lots,  Mr.  Kenyon  com- 
menced to  lay  out  streets,  some  of  the  streets 
opened  by  him  and  given  to  the  town,  free  of  cost, 
being  Prospect,  Mechanic,  Robinson  and  Lake 
streets,  Woodruff,  hleadow.  Orchard  and  Kenyon 
avenues.  He  continued  to  develop  this  property 
until  his  death,  in  1877,  when  by  judicious  manage- 
ment of  his  estate  the  work  he  so  wisely  planned 
was  successfully  carried  out,  and  today — 1906 — 
this  farm  is  a large  and  prosperous  village  in  itself, 
the  streets  lined  with  fine  residences  and  beautiful 
shade  trees. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Kenyon  was  agent  for  farm 
implements',  and  was  first  in  the  town  to  introduce 
the  new  model  mowing  machines,  the  “Union”  and 
the  “Buckeye.”  At  one  time,  having  sold  a num- 
ber of  machines,  he  started  for  Providence  to  make 
settlement  therefor  with  the  neat  little  sum  of  nine 
hundred  dollars  safely  stowed  away  in  his  pocket. 
But  alas ! Before  reaching  his  destination  a nimble 
pickpocket  had  relieved  him  of  all  his  money  and 
valuable  papers.  This  experience  was  quite  a shock 
to  Mr.  Kenyon’s  pride  as  well  as  a severe  blow  to 
his  finances.  He  was  also  an  inventor,  having  se- 
cured patents  for  a mowing  machine  and  hay 
spreader.  In  1874  he  owned  a quarter  interest  in 
the  “Bradford  farm,”  so  called,  located  at  West 
Kingston,  and  was  instrumental  in  having  the  rail- 
road station  at  that  place  located  upon  its  present 
site,  he  with  the  other  owners  giving  the  land  to 
the  railroad  company  as  an  inducement  for  them  to 
move  from  their  old  location,  where  they  were  un- 
able to  procure  sufficient  land  for  their  desired  exten- 
sions. In  1868  he  purchased  another  store  located 
just  east  of  his  old  establishment  (the  new  store  built 
by  William  B.  Robinson),  where  Eldred  Bros,  are 
now  doing  business,  and  taking  his  son  William  A. 
Kenyon  into  partnership  he  again  became  a mer- 
chant, the  firm  name  being  William  G.  Kenyon  & 
Son.  They  continued  in  business  until  the  death 


of  Mr.  Kenyon,  Sr.,  in  1877,  when  the  business  was 
sold  to  his  youngest  son,  Orrin  P.  Kenyon,  who 
continued  it  until  1881,  when  he  and  his  brother 
William  A.  Kenyon  formed  a copartnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kenyon  Bros.  They  extended  the 
business  and  enlarged  their  buildings  to  three 
tinms  the  former  capacity.  After  the  death  ot 
W illiam  A.  Kenyon,  in  1887,  his  interest  in  the 
property  and  business  was  sold  to  G)rrin  P.  Kenyon, 
in  1888,  and  he  continued  to  carry  on  the  business 
there  until  1891,  when  he  moyed  into  the  new  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  Kenyon  ave- 
nue, where  he  has  developed  the  establishment  into 
a large  department  store.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Ghurch. 

Dn  June  21,  1846,  W illiam  G.  Kenyon  married 
Emeline  Bull  Allen,  who  was  born  March  23,  1822, 
and  died  June  11,  1855.  was  a woman  of  rare 
loveliness  and  fine  intellect.  He  married  (second) 
Sept.  19,  1859,  Mrs.  Hannah  (Pearse)  Robinson, 
widow  of  Albert  G.  Robinson,  by  whom  she  had 
two  sons,  Albert  C.  and  George  P.  Robinson.  Mrs. 
Kenyon  was  a noble  woman,  who  proved  a faithful 
helpmate  to  him  and  a mother  indeed  to  the  surviv- 
ing children  of  his  first  union.  No  mother  ever 
gave  her  family  more  devoted  care,  and  her  affection 
was  appreciated  and  returned,  for  wdien  sickness 
and  affliction  visited  her,  in  her  later  years,  they  did 
everything  within  their  power  to  minister  lovingly 
to  her  Wyants.  T.  he  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were:  (i)  William  A.,  born  May  29,  1847,  <Jied 
Dec.  16,  1887.  (2)  Hannah  Mary,  born  Dec.  2, 

1849,  died  Jan.  21,  1901.  On  Nov.  28,  1872,  she 
married  Whnthrop  G.  Thurston  of  Bristol,  R.  I., 
and  had  three  children : Prank  Granville,  born 
Sept.  18,  1873,  married  Elizabeth  Gregg  Moffit 
Aug.  4,  1898.  Orrin  Kenyon,  born  Feb.  25,  1877, 
married  Catherine  Fraser  Kirkwood  Nov.  2,  1898, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Gladys  Kirkwood,  born  Jan. 
5,  1900.  Clara  Alary  was  born  March  27,  1879. 
(3)  Orrin  Potter,  born  Jan.  ii,  1852,  is  mentioned 
below.  (4)  Samuel  WTeden,  born  May  22,  185^, 
died  Oct.  16,  1884. 

Samuel  Allen,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Emeline  B. 
(Allen)  Kenyon,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  was  also  one  of  the  volunteers  that 
joined  Col.  Barton’s  expedition  to  Rhode  Island 
(Newport).  He  assisted  in  the  capture  of  General 
Prescott.  Mrs.  Kenyon  was  descended  in  two 
lines  from  Gov.  Henry  Bull.  Samuel  Allen,  her 
father,  was  a man  of  remarkable  physical  powers 
and  equally  strong  character.  He  was  a Democrat 
of  the  old  school.  His  children  were  Samuel  P., 
Hazard,  Gideon  Wh,  Mrs.  Carder  H.  Clarke  and 
Emeline  B.  (Airs.  Kenyon). 

(IX)  WUlliam  a.  Kenyon,  born  Alay  29,  1847, 
received  a good  common-school  education,  and  la- 
ter an  academic  and  commercial  training  in  the 
Friends’  School  and  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Com- 
mercial School,  at  Providence.  Out  of  school  hours 
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he  had  practical  business  lessons  in  his  father's  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Wakefield,  was  clerk  and 
assistant  postmaster  for  Charles  H.  Hazard  at  that 
place  for  a number  of  years,  and  finally,  when  Wil- 
liam G.  Kenyon  again  bought  out  William  B.  Rob- 
inson, became  a partner  with  his  father  in  the  firm 
of  William  G.  Kenyon  & Son.  They  occupied  the 
new  store  built  by  Mr.  Robinson,  later  conducted  by 
Kenyon  Brothers  (William  A.  and  Orrin  B.  Ken- 
yon), who  continued  the  business  after  their  father’s 
death.  They  improved  the  store  until  they  had  the 
finest  place  of  its  kind  in  Washington  county,  and 
the  fall  before  the  death  of  William  A.  Kenyon 
(Dec.  1 6,  1887)  it  was  again  enlarged  to  accom- 
modate the  increasing  patronage. 

Mr.  Kenyon  was  well  liked  by  the  townspeople 
generally,  as  well  as  among  his  business  associates, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  in  the 
State  Senate.  Until  that  year — 1887 — he  had  in- 
variably refused  all  offers  of  official  preferment, 
and  reluctantly  accepted  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  senator,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  a straight  Democratic 
candidate  for  same  in  the  town.  He  labored  faith- 
fully in  the  best  interests  of  his  constituents,  and 
was  especially  active  in  opposing  the  calling  of  a 
Constitutional  convention  by  the  Legislature,  be- 
ing convinced,  after  much  careful  study  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  that  body  had  no  right  to  call  such  a con- 
vention, which  he  was  afraid  would  be  manipulated 
by  the  liquor  interests.  To  quote  his  own  words, 
“I  am  in  favor  of  amending  the  constitution  in  a 
constitutional  manner.”  While  the  question  was 
pending  in  the  Legislature  a petition  was  circulated 
indorsing  his  stand  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  signed 
not  only  by  members  of  his  own  party  and  Prohi- 
bitionists, but  also  by  every  Republican  to  whom  it 
was  presented,  including  his  opponent  at  the  .spring 
election. 

Few  men  are  as  beloved  in  life  or  honored  in 
memory  as  William  A.  Kenyon.  He  lived  a good 
life,  not  with  negative  goodness,  but  with  the 
goodness  which  comes  of  strength  rightly  used. 
He  lived  modestly  and  quietly,  beloved  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  in  any  of  the  rela- 
tions of  life.  To  quote  from  an  article  written  at 
the  time  of  his  decease  by  one  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men ; “There  are  some  men  of  whom  we  can  only 
speak  with  feelings  of  deepest  love  and  veneration. 
Their  best  monument  is  the  memory  of  their  virtues 
perpetuated  in  the  hearts  of  their  townsmen  who 
survive  them.  Nearly  half  a century  since  Isaac 
P.  Hazard  moved  from  our  town,  but  today  the  old- 
est inhabitants  love  to  dwell  upon  his  goodness. 
After  a quarter  of  a century  men  never  speak  of 
Isaac  P.  Rodman  except  with  feelings  of  love  and 
veneration ; and,  if  the  history  of  the  town  of  South 
Kingstown  shall  ever  be  written,  among  the  men 
whose  goodness  must  be  held  up  as  pre-eminent 
and  of  whom  no  man  can  remember  aught  but  good 


will  be  Isaac  Peace  Hazard,  Isaac  Peace  Rodman, 
William  Allen  Kenyon.” 

On  Oct.  19,  1881,  Mr.  Kenyon  married  i\Iiss 
Emma  Scott  Sheldon,  daughter  of  George  Ware 
Sheldon,  and  they  had  three  children : George 
William,  born  June  8,  1885;  and  Emma  ^heldon 
and  xUnna  Cady,  twins,  born  Oct.  10,  1886.  Airs, 
Kenyon  passed  away  Oct.  12,  1886,  leaving  her  three 
young  children  to  the  care  of  the  husband  who  was 
so  soon  to  follow  her  to  the  grave.  They  were 
taken  when  infants  by  their  mother’s  sister,  Airs. 
Allen,  wife  of  Edward  L.  Allen,  to  their  home  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  have  received  the  best 
of  care  and  are  considered  as  their  own.  The  son 
has  received  from  that  State  the  appointment  to 
Annapolis  and  is  there  now.  The  daughters  are 
being  educated  at  the  National  Park  Seminary, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Kenyon  united  with  the 
Wakefield  Baptist  Church  in  March,  1867,  bi-F  his 
faith  was  not  bound  by  the  limits  of  any  creed,  and 
he  was  as  broad  in  his  religious  views  as  he  was  in 
all  the  other  important  questions  of  life. 

(IX)  Orrin  Potter  Kenyon  was  born  at  Point 
Judith,  R.  L,  Jan.  ii,  1852.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Wakefield,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
and  the  Friends  School  in  Providence.  From  his 
boyhood  days  he  was  in  his  father’s  store,  and  upon 
the  latter’s  death  the  store  was  operated  for  a while 
under  the  name  of  O.  P.  Kenyon ; subsequently  he 
and  his  brother,  William  A.;  formed  a partnership 
under  the  name  of  Kenyon  Brothers,  and  upon  the 
death  of  the  brother,  in  1887,  the  business  was  sold 
to  Orrin  P.  Kenyon.  He  built  the  new  store  on 
what  was  part  of  the  Kenyon  farm,  opposite  the 
post  office,  and  there  carries  one  of  the  finest  lines 
of  goods  in  southern  Rhode  Island. 

With  the  exception  of  three  years  passed  in  a 
woolen  house  in  Providence  Mr.  Kenyon  has  lived 
in  South  Kingstown.  For  a time  after  returning 
from  Providence  he  was  the  first  station  agent  at 
Wakefield.  He  is  a director  of  the  Wakefield  Land 
& Investment  Company,  and  of  the  Wakefield  Alan- 
ufacturing  Company.  In  addition  to  the  store  at 
Wakefield  he  owns  the  “Boston  Store,”  at  Nar- 
ragansett  Pier,  conducted  in  the  summer  season. 

Orrin  P.  Kenyon  married  Aug.  24,  1880,  Miss 
Fannie  Gorton  Grafton,  daughter  of  Samuel  G. 
Grafton,  and  they  have  had  three  children : Graf- 
ton Irving,  born  March  18,  1882;  Leslie,  born 
March  12,  1883  (died  Aug.  ti,  1880  ; and  Gladys 
Bull,  born  Nov.  22,  1888. 

WHLLIAM  TINKHAM,  who  in  addition  to 
being  one  of  the  oldest  woolen  manufacturers  in 
the  State  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  probably 
the  oldest  railway  president  in  the  United  States, 
has  been  in  business  for  the  past  fifty-nine  years, 
and  though  now  over  eighty-four  years  old  is  still 
actively  engaged  in  the  management  of  his  exten- 
sive interests.  He  was  born  in  Harmony  village, 
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in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  L,  July  8,  1823,  son  of 
Nehemiah  and  Alzada  (Andrews)  Tinkham. 

The  Tinkham  family  has  been  represented  in 
America  since  Revolutionary  times,  when  (I)  Hez- 
ekiah  Tinkham  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
Glocester,  R.  L,  following  there  his  trade  of  black- 
smith. When  he  died,  in  1812,  he  was  nearly-  one 
hundred  years  old.  His  family  consisted  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

(II)  Nehemiah  Tinkham  married  and  settled  in 
Glocester,  where  he  followed  his  father’s  occupa- 
tion, residing  near  Harmony.  His  children  were 
nine  in  number,  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  He 
died  in  1814,  aged  fifty. 

(III)  Nehemiah  Tinkham  (2),  father  of  Wil- 
liam, was  born  Nov.  28,  1799,  and  was  married 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  to  Alzdda  Andrews.  She 
was  born  Nov.  23,  1800,  daughter  of  Thomas  An- 
drews, a farmer  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  Mr. 
Tinkham  pursued  the  occupation  of  his  grandfather 
and  father,  continuing  the  business  established  by 
them.  His  children  were:  William,  who  is  men- 
tioned below  ; Ellison,  born  Sept.  8,  1825,  who  is 
residing  at  Carolina,  in  the  town  of  Richmond  (he 
has  a sketch  elsewhere)  ; Eliza  W.,  born  June  15, 
1828,  who  married  Job  S.  Steere,  and  died  May  9, 
1902 ; Emeline  F.,  born  Dec.  23,  1830,  now  Mrs. 
Isaac  Dawley,  of  North  Attleboro,  Mass. ; Mary, who 
married  Jesse  Smith,  and  died  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.; 

! and  Henry  A.,  unmarried  and.  residing’  at  Harris- 
ville.  The  father  of  these  children  passed  away 
Jan.  I,  1886,  the  mother  surviving  until  Jan.  30, 
1894.  They  are  buried  in  the  family  plat  at  Flar- 
I mony,  Rhode  Island. 

(IV)  William  Tinkham  was  reared  on  his 
j father’s  farm  and  assisted  him  in  the  shop,  re- 
ceiving meantime  a good  common-school  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  Smithville  Semin- 
ary, now'  Lapham  Institute,  at  North  Scituate,  R.  I. 
He  learned  the  blacksmitlTs  trade,  and  remained 
with  his  father  till  he  became  of  age,  when  he  gave 
up  that  calling  because  of  his  health,  in  1844  enter- 
ing a store  at  Greenville,  R.  L,  as  a clerk.  Before 
long  he  iDurchased  the  business  and  conducted  it 
till  1853,  a part  of  the  time  with  a partner.  For  a 
brief  period  thereafter  he  clerked  with  a manufac- 
turing company  at  Wakefield,  but  July  i,  1853,  in 
partnership  with  Job  S.  Steere,  he  rented  the  Daniel 
S.  Whipple  woolen  mill  at  Alapleville,  R.  L,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  long  and  successful  career  as  a man- 
ufacturer. 

The  new  firm  began  with  one  set  of  machinery, 
making  tweeds  and  jeans,  but  in  the  fall  of  that 
same  year  put  in  a second  set  and  began  the  manu- 
facture of  satinets,  which  they  continued  until  1856. 
Soon  after  entering  upon  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing Mr.  Tinkham  realized  the  necessity  for 
a knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  business,  and  he 
became  an  operative  in  his  own  mill,  beginning  in 
the  lowest  room,  scouring  wool.  He  next  learned 
the  art  of  dyeing  and  then  dismissed  the  boss  of 
23 


that  department,  hiring  an  assistant  to  aid  him  in 
overseeing  the  work  himself.  After  he  had  mastered 
the  dyeing  he  went  into  the  card  room,  wjiere  the 
force  consisted  of  tw'O  card  tenders  and  their  boss. 
In  a matter  of  two  or  three  weeks  he  had  learned 
this  branch  of  the  work  so  well  that  when  the  boss 
went  on  a spree  Mr.  Tinkham  discharged  him  and 
looked  after  that  work  himself.  He  thus  continued 
going  from  room  to  room,  working  more  hours 
than  his  help,  and  at  the  same  time  carrying  his 
share  of  the  management  of  the  business  of  the  firm, 
until  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  was  master  of 
the  art  of  manufacturing  woolen  goods. 

In  1856  the  firm  of  Steere  & Tinkham  purchased 
the  Harrisville  Mill  property  at  a cost  of  $30,000, 
paying  $4,000  down,  and  mortgaging  the  property 
for  the  rest.  The  machinery  was  removed  the  fol- 
lowing spring  from  Mapleville  to  the  Harrisville 
Mill,  and  after  putting  in  four  sets  of  machinery 
they  began  the  manufacture  of  satinets  on  their 
own  premises.  In  1857  they  enlarged  their  prop- 
erty by  building  an  addition  100  feet  in  length  t(> 
the  factory,  and  also  made  other  improvements  to 
the  amount  of  $20,000.  Thus  the  financial  crisis 
of  1857  found  the  firm  heavily  in  debt,  with  no  im- 
mediate prospect  of  business.  At  this  period  the 
outlook  was  most  discouraging,  but  Mr.  Tinkham 
resolutely  went  out  and  made  business,  manufac- 
turing partly  on  shares,  and  buying  and  selling  in 
person.  He  then  adopted  the  cash  system,  to  which 
he  has  ever  since  adhered.  In  this  way  these  gen- 
tlemen carried  on  a profitable  business  while  other 
mills  were  idle.  By  Jan.  i,  i860,  Steere  & Tink- 
ham had  money  enough  to  pay  the  balance  of  their 
first  purchase,  and  in  the  meantime  had  made  va- 
rious improvements  to  the  mill  property.  In  i860 
they  added  -four  more  sets  of  machinery  to  their 
mill  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  cassimeres. 
By  January,  1865,  they  had  paid  all  of  their  in- 
debtedness on  their  property,  and  had  besides  a 
large  surplus  on  hand.  This  plant  employs  about 
four  hundred  hands  and  is  one  of  the  chief  means 
of  support  open  to  the  people  in  that  vicinity. 

Mr.  Tinkham,  in  the  fall  of  1868,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Providence,  and  at  that  time  commenced 
running  the  Carolina  mills,  in  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond, R.  I.,  associating  with  him  his  brother,  Elli- 
son Tinkham  and  F.  Metcalf.  The  mill  proper 
was  .owned  by  Ellison  Tinkham  and  Mr.  Metcalf, 
and  William  Tinkham  stocked  it.  He  remained  in 
this  enterprise  until  1874,  when  his  two  partners 
purchased  his  interests. 

The  firm  of  Steere  & Tinkham  continued  busi- 
ness at  Harrisville  until  1873,  when  Mr.  Tinkham 
purchased  Mr.  Steere’s  interest  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Tinkham,  Farwell  & Co.,  formed  a part- 
nership with  Frederick  S.  Farwell,  an  experienced 
and  successful  manufacturer,  who  had  formerly 
been  superintendent  of  the  Granite  Mills  at  Pascoag. 
In  1878  Ernest  W.  Tinkham,  son  of  William,  was 
admitted  to  the  partnership.  About  this  time  the 
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estimated  value  of  the  mill  property  was  $280,000 
and  the  weaving  and  finishing  capacity  of  the  fac- 
tory was  equal  to  eighteen  sets  of  machinery,  though 
the  carding  was  ten  sets  only.  In  1884  Mr.  Farwell’s 
interest  was  purchased  and  the  company  name  then 
became  William  Tinkham  & Co.,  Mr.  Tinkham  and 
his  son  being  the  sole  owners. 

Mr.  Tinkham’s  influence  has  been  specially 
marked  in  the  projection,  construction  and  success- 
ful operation  of  the  Providence  and  Springfield  rail- 
road, which  opened  up  one  of  the  best  manufac- 
turing sections  of  the  State.  Without  this  road 
the  manufacturers  of  that  section  could  hardly  have 
held  their  own  against  their  competitors  who  were 
enjoying  railroad  facilities.  At  first  Mr.  Tinkham 
was  unable  to  get  a cent  to  pay  for  the  surveys  he 
had  planned,  but  by  persistent  efforts  he  finally 
raised  $2,000  for  the  purpose,  and  that  sum  paid 
for  the  surveying  of  three  different  routes,  with 
$10  left  over.  The  next  step  was  to  build  the  road. 
This  enterprise  on  the  part  of  one  man  was  con- 
sidered by  a great  many  people  of  influence  and 
wealth  in  the  State  to  be  out  of  the  question.  But 
Mr.  Tinkham  worked  away  at  it.  He  succeeded 
in  getting  the  city  of  Providence,  by  special  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  to  indorse 
$500,000  worth  of  the  railroad’s  bonds.  He  also_ 
secured  aid  from  the  town  of  Burrillville,  which 
took  $50,000  worth  of  stock  in  the  railroad.  The 
siqiport  insured  the  success  of  the  big  scheme,  for 
the  wealthy  contractors  who  were  engaged  to  do 
the  work  were  so  impressed  with  the  richness  of 
the  region  to  be  entered  that  they  stood  ready  to 
supply  whatever  additional  outside  capital  might 
be  needed.  The  road  cost  a million  and  was  built 
when  materials  were  at  their  highest,  yet  Mr.  Tink- 
ham thinks  that  if  it  had  not  been  built  at  that  time 
it  would  have  been  dela}-ed  many  years.  While  the 
work  was  under  way  the  Chicago  fire  occurred, 
and  its  disastrous  effects  were  felt  all  over  the  coun- 
try. Upon  the  heels  of  that  disaster  came  the  Bos- 
ton fire.  The  road  was  put  through  just  in  time. 
Mr.  Tinkham  became  its  first  president  and  man- 
ager. He  is  still  president,  and  held  the  office  of 
manager  until  it  was  leased  to  the  New  England 
Railroad  Company  and  later  to  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  its  pres- 
ent lessees. 

In  addition  to'his  private  enterprises,  Mr.  Tink- 
liam  is  a director  of  the  Hope  IMutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  was  a director  of  the  Commer-' 
cial  National  Bank  until  it  went  out  of  existence. 
He  has  also  taken  a somewhat  active  part  in  poli- 
tics and  in  1866  was  the  representative  from  Prov- 
idence to  the  General  Assembly  of  .Rhode  Island, 
serving  with  efficiency  and  satisfaction. 

William  Tinkham  was  married,  in  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  March  16,  1847,  to  Miss  Caroline  M.  Smith, 
who  was  born  Jan.  31,  1825,  daughter  of  Appleby 
and  Ada  (Steere)  Smith.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  Ernest  W.  and  Grace  Lin- 


den are  living.  Grace  Linden,  born  June  25,  1861, 
married  and  has  two  children : Maybelle  Lavinia, 
born  Feb.  2,  1884,  and  Ada  Alana,  born  Sept.  13, 
1885.  Mrs.  Caroline  IM.  (Smith)  Tinkham  died 
March  10,  1899,  and  is  buried  at  Harmony,  Rhode 
Island. 

Mr.  Tinkham’s  life  has  been  one  of  determined 
effort.  Ever  industrious,  enterprising  and  progres-  ' 
sive,  he  is  yet  very  active  in  business  matters,  and 
keeps  in  close  touch  with  every  detail  of  his  ex- 
tensive interests.  He  is  remarkably  vigorous  for 
his  years,  his  every  faculty  being  as  keen  and  bright 
as  in  most  men  twenty  years  his  junior.  He  is  a 
polished  and  entertaining  gentleman,  of  kindly  ways 
and  manner,  charitable  and  public  spirited.  While 
he  has  identified  himself  with  no  religions  body  he 
is  a regular  attendant  upon  services  and  has  con- 
tributed largely  in  one  way  or  another  to  the  cause 
of  religion. 

(V’)  Ernest  W.  Tinkham,  son  of  William,  was 
born  Sept.  25,  1857,  at  Harrisville,  R.  I.,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Providence  and  at  the 
Dansville  Seminary,  Dansville,  N.Y.  He  became 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business  and  was 
associated  with  his  father,  becoming  the  latter’s 
])artner  in  1878.  In  December  of  that  year  he  was 
chosen  treasurer  of  the  Providence  & Sprin^eld 
Railroad  Company,  which  office  he  held  until  the 
road  was  leased  to  the  New  England  Railroad 
Company.  He  has  for  many  years  been  superin- 
dent and  manager  of  the  William  Tinkham  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Tinkham  was  married  Feb.  12,  1879,  to 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Hugh  McCartney,  of  Dans- 
ville, N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Miriam. 
The  family  reside  at  Harrisville. 

SMITH  (Cranston-Prgvidence  family).  That 
branch  of  the  Smith  family  of  Pawtuxet  and  vicin- 
ity, which  became  allied  by  marriage  with  the  an- 
cient Rhodes  family  of  that  same  region  of  country, 
both  of  early  coming,  gave  to  Providence  one  of 
its  foremost  citizens  in  municipal  affairs.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  late  Hon.  Robert  E.  Smith,  whose 
reputation  as  a progressive  and  successful  business 
man  was,  perhaps,  hardly  less  than  that  as  a public 
servant  of  so  many  years  of  great  usefulness  in  the 
city  government,  which  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
called  forth  the  following  high  tribute  from  the  press 
of  the  citv : “Few  men  have  been  with  the  growth 
of  a municipality  as  had  Robert  E.  Smith  with  the 
growth  and  progress  of  the  City  of  Providence. 
For  many  years  he  had  been  the  mainspring  of  every 
nrovement  connected  with  the  development  of  public 
improvements,  and  in  most  instances  his  was  the 
mind  that  conceived  them.  From  a comparative 
humble  position  he  made  his  way  to  a position  of 
influence  as  well  as  affluence.” 

Born  March  22,  1837,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  Mr. 
Smith  was  a son  of  the  late  Robert  Easton  and  Har- 
riet Angeline  (Rhodes)  Smith,  of  that  town,  she 
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a descendant  of  Zachariah  Rhodes  and  his  wife, 
Joanna  (Arnold),  who  w^ere  married  about  1646. 
Zachariah  Rhodes  was  an  inhabitant  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1643,  was  taxed  in  Providence  in 
1650,  and  made  a freeman  in  1658.  He  was  for  a 
numbei  of  years  commissioner,  served  as  constable 
of  the  town,  represented  it  at  the  General  Court,  was 
town  treasurer  and  served  in  the  town  council. 
From  Zachariah  Rhodes,  the  lineage  of  the  late 
Robert  E.  Smith  is  through  John  and  Waite 
(M'aterman)  of  Warwick;  John  (2)  and  Catherine 
(Holden)  of  Warwick;  Charles  and  Deborah 
(Greene)  of  Cranston;  Peter  and  Hester  (Arnold) 
of  Warwick;  Benjamin  and  Phebe  (Burlingame) 
and  Harriet  Angeline  (Rhodes)  Smith,  of  Crans- 
ton, Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Smith,  too,  was  of  Revolutionary  stock;  his 
great-grandfather,  Peter  Rhodes,  of  Warwick,  be- 
ing a member  of  the  Pawtuxet  Rangers,  doing  duty 
at  Pawtuxet  Neck  in  1777,  and  also  in  1781  ; and  he 
was  an  officer  on  board  of  the  “Pigot  Galley’;  in 
1778;  while  the  latter's  son,  the  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Smith,  Benjamin  Rhodes,  was  a seaman  in  1778  on 
the  "Pigot  Galley,”  which  was  stationed  in  Narra- 
gansett  Bay  for  the  defense  of  the  shores  and  also 
used  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Jeremiah  Clark ; of  this  vessel  Benjamin’s 
father  was  commander  in  the  absence  of  Capt. 
Clark,  if  he  did  not  succeed  him ; the  period  of  his 
service  was  during  Gen.  Sullivan’s  campaign,  in 
1778,  and  he  was  with  the  boats,  transporting  pro- 
visions to  the  army.  In  August,  1780,  Benjamin 
served  one  month  at  Newport,  R.  1.,  in  the  Paw- 
tuxet Rangers,  under  Capt.  Benjamin  Arnold. 

Robert  E.  Smith,  deceased,  son  of  Robert  Eas- 
ton and  Harriet  Angeline  (Rhodes),  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cranston.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  April  4,  1859,  he  became 
a clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  coal  firm  of  Joseph 
Hodges  & Co.,  on  South  Water  street,  Providence. 
His  progress  with  the  firm  was  rapid,  and  he  later 
became  a member  of  the  firm,  under  the  firm  name 
of  I’hillips  & Smith.  A few  years  later  he  accpiired 
the  entire  business,  and  carried  it  on  under  the  name 
of  Robert  E.  Smith  & Co.  In  1876  a partner  was 
admitted,  and  the  firm  name  became  Robert  E. 
Smith  & Co.,  and  in  October,  1902,  the  concern  was 
incorporated  as  The  Robert  E.  Smith  Company, 
with  Robert  E.  Smith  as  president,  Edwin  L.  Spink 
as  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Smith’s  son,  Arthur  H.  Smith, 
as  secretary. 

It  was,  however,  through  his  connection  with 
municipal  affairs  that  Mr.  Smith  was  most  widely 
known.  His  entry  into  politics  was  in  1877,  when 
he  represented  the  Seventh  ward  in  the  common 
council.  Erom  1878  to  1882  he  was  elected  to  the 
board  of  aldermen  in  the  same  ward.  In  1887 
was  returned  to  the  board  from  the  Ninth  ward 
and  from  1888  to  1891  he  represented  the 
Sixth  ward  in  the  board,  having  the  unusual  record 
of  having  been  elected  from  three  separate  wards. 


Erom  1881  to  1890  he  was  president  of  the  board 
of  aldermen,  finally  withdrawing  to  accept  the  office 
of  commissioner  of  Public  Works,  which  was  be- 
stowed upon  him  March  i,  1890.  He  was  subse- 
quently re-appointed  to  this  office  by  Mayors 
Charles  Sydney  Smith,  Edwin  D.  McGuinness  and 
Augustus  S.  iMiller.  The  last  appointment,  like  the 
others,  was  for  a three  years’  term,  upon  which  he 
entered  a few  months  prior  to  his  death.  During 
his  years  in  the  city  council  Mr.  Smith  served  upon 
practically  all  of  the  important  committees  and  com- 
missions that  were  appointed.  As  a member  of  the 
committee  on  Railroad  Terminal  Facilities  he  wa.s  in- 
strumental in  bringing  about  the  filling  of  the  Cove 
basin.  He  was  a member  of  the  committee  in  188S 
to  report  relative  to  a system  of  filters  for  purifying 
the  water  supply,  and  it  was  he,  who,  after  investi- 
gating the  matter  with  the  committee,  started  upon 
the  filtration  plant  which  was  still  in  process  of 
construction  at  Pettaconsett,  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Smith's  death.  He  was  a member  of  the  committee 
appointed  May  2,  1888,  to  examine  and  report  rel- 
ative to  plans  of  expert  engineers  for  railroad  term- 
inal facilities;  also  of  the  committee  appointed  in' 
1888  to  place  under  ground  electric  wires  belonging 
to  the  city.  He  was  a member  of  the  joint  special 
committee  of  the  city  council  of  1900  to  abolish 
grade  crossings  at  Aborn  street,  Harris  avenue,  etc. ; 
also  a member  of  the  committee  to  purchase  coal 
for  the  citizens  the  winter  before  his-  death.  The 
precipitation  plant  at  F'ield’s  Point  was  built  under 
his  direction,  and  as  a direct  result  of  his  great 
hobby  an  improved  sewerage  system  for  the  city 
was  authorized  which  he  gradually  brought  about. 
He  was  a member  of  the  original  commission  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  and  report  concerning  an  im- 
proved sewerage  system  and  had  made  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  large  additions  to  the  system. 

Elmwood  avenue  and  Blackstone  boulevard  were 
laid  out  and  finished  by  him  as  commissioner  of 
Public  W'orks,  and  the  streets  that  have  been  built 
or  improvetl  during  his  long  term  of  office  are  al- 
most without  number.  During  his  term  in  the  coun- 
cil he  was  a fixture  on  the  committees  on  highways 
and  lighting,  and,  in  addition  to  his  office  of  com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  City  M'ater  Works. 

Mr.  Smith’s  Providence  residence  was  on  Broad 
street,  but  some  eight  years  before  his  death  he 
built  a fine  residence  on  the  water  front  at  Paw- 
tuxet, and  after  that  time  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  his  home  was  there.  Mr.  Smith  was  a member 
of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  a member  of  Calvary  Commander\-, 
Knights  Templar ; of  Pomham  Club ; the  Rhode 
Island  Yacht  Club;  and  the  Providence  Central 
Club.  He  was  a director  in  the  Roger  Williams 
Loan  Association.  He  attended  the  U'niversalist 
Church,  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support. 

On  Nov.  20.  1864.  Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in 
Providence,  to  Sarah  Adelaide  Hayward,  born  in 
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that  city,  April  i6,  1843,  daughter  of  Stephen  A. 
and  Sarah  A.  (Saunders)  Hayward.  They  had 
children:  (i)  Arthur  H.,  after  completing  his 
education  in  the  high  school  in  Providence,  entered 
his  father’s  establishment,  and  is  now  president  of 
the  Robert  E.  Smith  Company.  He  married  Jen- 
nie Hayes,  and  has  one  son,  Robert  Hayes.  (2) 
Harriet  L.  (3)  Ernest  R.,  who  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Providence,  is  connected  with 
the  Robert  E.  Smith  Company.  He  married  Edith 
Allen.  (4)  Robert  O.  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Cook,  Dun- 
bar and  Smith,  seamless  wire  manufacturers. 

Robert  E.  Smith  died  July  22,  1903,  and  was 
buried  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery.  He  had  an  un- 
usual capacity  for  hard  work,  his  manifold  duties 
being  fulfilled  by  him  with  seemingly  but  little  ef- 
fort. He  was  a man  of  splendid  business  judgment, 
firm  in  his  views,  and  of  high  integrity.  He  left 
not  only  a large  property,  but  the  priceless  heritage 
of  a name  unsullied.  Mrs.  Smith  died  April  24, 
1907,  at  her  home  on  Fort  Avenue,  Pawtuxet.  She 
was  a woman  of  most  lovable  disposition,  and  many 
relatives  and  friends  mourn  her  loss. 

JOHN  POWER  KNOWLES.  The  Knowles 
family  of  Rhode  Island,  to  which  belonged  the  late 
Judge  John  Power  Knowles,  is  one  ancient  and 
lionorable  in  the  old  colony  and  later  Commonwealth 
history.  Henry  Knowles,  of  Portsmouth  and  War- 
wick, is  of  record  in  the  former  town  as  early  as 
1644,  and  was  on  the  freeman’s  list  of  Warwick  of 
1655.  He  was  born  in  1609,  and  died  in  1670,  and 
in  his  will,  approved  in  January  of  that  year,  he 
bequeaths  to  his  wife,  not  giving  her  Christian 
name,  and  children.  The  latter  were : John,  Wil- 
liam, Mary,  Martha  and  Henry.  Of  these  sons, 
the  first  and  last  named  died  unmarried,  leaving  the 
name  to  be  perpetuated  through  William  Knowles, 
of  Warwick  and  South  Kingstown. 

William  Knowles,  son  of  the  settler,  was  born 
in  1645,  consent  of  his  father,  was 

apprenticed  in  1661,  for  five  years,  to  Thomas 
Smith,  of  Pawtuxet.  Ten  years  later  he  was  of 
Kingstown,  appointed  on  a committee  to  make  a 
rate  or  tax  for  the  town,  and  was  more  or  less 
actively  connected  with  the  public  affairs  of  the 
town;  he  served  as  deputy  in  1706  and  1707.  His 
wife  was  formerly  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Fish.  Mr.  Knowles  died  in  1727,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  in  1734.  Their  ten  children 
were:  Henry,  William,  Daniel,  Robert,  John,  Alice, 
Rose,  Martha,  Mary  and  Margaret.  The  sons  all 
married  and  lived  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  except- 
ing the  youngest  son,  John,  who  lived  in  the  town  of 
Richmond.  From  this  source  came  the  Knowleses 
of  Rhode  Island,  who  belong  to  the  early  stock. 

For  a number  of  generations  there  have  resided 
in  Providence  the  posterity  of  Jonathan  Knowles, 
who  on  June  3,  1756,  was  married  to  Ann  Power. 
Through  their  son  Edward,  and  the  latter’s  son. 


Edward  (2),  has  descended  one  of  the  State’s  dis- 
tinguished families. 

Edward  Knowles  (2),  son  of  Edward,  born 
March  9,  1768,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  March 
24,  1793,  Amey,  born  Aug.  6,  1772,  daughter  of 
Aaron  Peck,  a merchant  of  Providence,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Nicholas  Peck,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land to  this  country  with  his  father,  Joseph  Peck, 
in  1638,  finally  settling  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
Seekonk,  Mass.,  his  lineage  being  through  Jona- 
than Peck  and  Deacon  Thomas  Peck,  of  Swansea, 
Mass.  The  children  born  to  Edward  and  Amey 
Knowles  were:  Two  that  died  in  infancy;  Joseph 
B.,  James  D.,  Henry,  Edward  P.,  John  P.,  and  Amey 
Ann  (who  married  William  S.  Humphrey).  The 
parents  died,  Mr.  Knowles,  June  8,  1811,  and  Mrs. 
Knowles,  Oct.  24,  1838. 

Hon.  John  Power  Knowles,  youngest  of  the  five 
sons  of  Edward  Knowles  (2),  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, June  13,  1808.  For  some  years  a pupil  in 
one  of  the  “free  schools”  of  Providence,  of  which 
Rev.  George  Taft  was  preceptor,  he  in  July,  1819, 
was  withdrawn  therefrom,  and  apprenticed  to  the 
printer’s  trade  in  Providence  with  Barzilla  Crans- 
ton. His  apprenticeship  terminating  at  an  early 
age,  before  attaining  his  majority  he  engaged  with 
a senior  partner  in  the  printing  business  in  his  na- 
tive city,  and  thereafter,  as  a master  printer,  con- 
tinued to  prosecute  that  business  until  December, 
1830,  when  in  fulfilment  of  a purpose  long  cher- 
ished, but  from  year  to  year  necessarily  postponed, 
he  withdrew  from  mechanical  pursuits  and  com- 
menced a course  of  study,  among  the  notable  inci- 
dents of  which  were  his  graduation  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1836,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. ; at  Har- 
vard Law  School  in  1838,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. ; 
and  his  admission  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island  in 
October,  1838,  after  six  months’  study  in  the  office 
of  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Carpenter.  Of  his  practice  at 
the  Bar,  ending  in  1869,  it  is  enough  to  say  that 
it  was  always  satisfactorily  remunerative  and  ex- 
tensive, and  that  by  appointment  of  the  Supreme 
court  he  was  one  of  the  standing  masters  in 
Chancery  from  about  1845  onward,  and  the  re- 
porter of  its  decisions  from  January,  1855,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1857,  when  the  duty  of  appointing  a re- 
porter was  imposed  on  the  General  Assembly  in 
place  of  the  court.  Subsequently,  however,  in 
January,  1865,  he  was  reinstated  as  reporter  by  the 
General  Assembly,  and  served  as  such  until  -his 
resignation,  March  ii,  1867. 

Previous  to  1843  not  inactive  as  a mem- 

ber of  the  then  so-called  “Loco-Foco”  party,  but 
thereafter  aver  disavowed  affiliation  with  any  party, 
whatever  its  title,  nickname,  professions  or  prom- 
ises. Still,  although  notoriously  an  Independent  or 
“Scratcher,”  defiant  of  all  political  parties  or  fac- 
tions, he  was  not  infrequently  put  in  nomination 
for  office  on  party  tickets,  regular  and  irregular, 
and  sometimes  elected — twice  (1855  and  1866)  as 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Prov- 
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idence;  and  twice  (1866  and  1867)  as  city  solicitor 
of  the  city  of  Providence,  resigning  the  latter  of- 
fice before  the  close  of  his  second  term.  In  the 
suffrage  movement  of  1841-43,  after  the  supposed 
adoption  of  the  People’s  Constitution  (not  before), 
and  until  the  threat  or  promise  of  President  Tyler 
and  his  cabinet  to  sustain  the  “Old  Charter”  gov- 
ernment (not  after),  he  sympathized  and  co-oper- 
ated with  ]\Ir.  Dorr  and  his  associates,  without 
hesitation  affixing  his  signature  to  that  much  re- 
viled document  known  as  “The  Nine  Lawyers’ 
Opinion,”  embodying  principles  and  doctrines  to 
which  it  is  believed  all  of  the  nine,  to  their  latest 
breath,  adhered  and  advocated  as  sound  and  states- 
manlike. In  October,  1869,  he  was  appointed — by 
the  President — judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Rhode  Island,  his 
commission  being  dated  in  that  month,  and  subse- 
quently, on  nomination  of  the  President  and  con- 
firmation by  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
same  office,  his  commission  bearing  the  date  Jan. 
24,  1870.  This  position  he  occupied  until  March, 
1881,  when  he  resigned.  At  the  time  of  his  resig- 
nation as  district  judge  the  local  paper  said  editor- 
ially : “The  resignation  of  Hon.  John  P.  Knowles  as 
district  judge  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court, 
long  contemplated,  and  finally  tendered,  will  re- 
move from  the  Bench  one  who  has  for  a long  series 
of  years  devoted  his  time  and  ability  to  the  impar- 
tial administration  of  justice.  Judge  Knowles 
brought  to  his  judicial  duties  an  active  as  well  as 
independent  mind,  legal  capacity  trained  rather  in 
the  line  of  study  than  advocacy,  and  a constitu- 
tional integrity  which  was  as  universally  acknowl- 
edged as  it  was  inflexible.  During  his  tenure  of 
office,  the  decisions  of  the  court  have  been  based 
alone  upon  the  law  construed  deliberately  and  the 
principles  of  equity  broadly  considered.  Of  the  en- 
tire honesty  of  the  deliverances  of  Judge  Knowles, 
nobody  ever  entertained  a doubt;  nor  has  there 
been  any  of  the  maintenance  of  the  due  respecta- 
bility of  the.  court.  Judge  Knowles  did  not  seek 
the  office,  he  has  for  some  time  been  anxious  to  be 
relieved  of  it,  and  he  will  carry  into  retirement  the 
best  wishes,  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.” 

Judge  Knowles  died  Aug.  3,  1887,  honored  and 
respected  of  men. 

On  Aug.  18,  1842,  Judge  Knowles  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Howland  Everett,  born  July  31,  1814, 
died  March  8,  1899,  daughter  of  Amherst  and  Pen- 
elope (Howland)  Everett,  and  granddaughter  of 
Dr.  Abijah  Everett,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  Mrs.  Pene- 
lope (Howland)  Everett  was  a daughter  of  John 
Howland,  and  in  the  sixth  generation  from  John 
Howland,  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  “Alay- 
flower.”  The  children  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Knowles  were : Mary  Everett,  born  June  22,  1843  > 
Mary  Ann,  born  Aug.  15,  1846,  who  died  July  15, 
1848 ; John  Power,  born  April  3,  1849,  who  died 
March  11,  1850;  Amherst  Everett,  born  Aug.  18, 


1851 ; Amey,  born  July  20, 1858,  who  married  Charles 
M.  Salisbury,  and  died  May  13, 1880 ; and  John  Pow- 
er, born  j\Iay  5,  1859.  The  last  named  graduated 
from  the  high  school,  Brown  University,  Harvard 
Law  School  and  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  and  practiced  law  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  in  which  city  he  is  at  present  engaged  in 
business.  On  Jan.  15,  1889,  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  he 
was  married,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Isham  Bliss,  to  Edna 
W.,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  B.  Kelly, 
and  they  have  three  children;  Marjorie,  born  Sept. 
13,  1890;  Katharine,  born  July  6,  1892;  and  How- 
land Everett,  born  Aug.  ii,  1897. 

HON.  JESSE  VAN  BUREN  WATSON,,  of 
Wakefield,  R.  L,  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  the 
“South  County,”  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  (I)  John  Watson,  the  progenitor 
of  the  family,  his  line  coming  through  (II)  John 
(2),  (III)  John  (3),  (IV)  John  (4),  (V)  John 
(5)  and  (VI)  Joseph  D. 

(IV)  John  W^atson  (4),  son  of  John  (3),  was 
born  May  23,  1737,  and  married  Oct.  ii,  1764, 
Desire  Wheeler,  in  Stonington,  Conn.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Johii,  born  June  24,  1768;  Thomas; 
Wdieeler,  who  married  Nov.  5,  1799,  Sarah  Peck- 
ham;  Rufus,  born  in  1774,  who  married  Mary 
Stanton,  and  died  Nov.  24,  1850;  George,  born 
Dec.  16,  1783;  Desire,  who  married  April  25,  1785, 
Peleg  Peckham;  Mercy,  who  married  Jonah  Wat- 
son; Bridget,  who  married  Jonah  Watson;  May, 
who  married  George  Peckham,  and  Hannah. 

(V)  John  Watson  (5),  son  of  John  (4),  was 

born  June  24,  1768,  and  died  Alarcli  12,  1829.  He 
married  Dec.  {8,  i794j  ffL  wife,  Mary,  who  was 
born  in  April,  1774,  .being  a daughter  of  Elisha 
and  IMiriam  (Babcock)  Watson;  she  died  IMarch 
18,  1829.  Their  children  were : Desire,  born  Feb. 
II,  1796,  married  William  Browning,  who  was 
born  Jan.  30,  1791,  and  died  Jan.  8,  1856,  and  she 
died  Sept.  28,  1826;  John,  born  Feb.  ii,  1797,  died 
young;  John  (2),  born  Jan.  6,  179^^  I5> 

1802;  Joseph  D.,  born  Feb.  19,  1800,  married  Mary 
Ann,  only  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  (Richard- 
son) WUtson,  and  died  April  12,  1877;  Asa,  born 
May  23,  1803,  died  Sept.  23,  1803;  John,  born 
March  14,  1804,  married  Mary  Knowles;  Susan, 
born  Oct.  14,  1806,  married  Elisha  Watson,  and 
died  May  7,  1834;  Mary  P.,  born  June  i,  1808, 
married  George  Peckham ; Mercy,  born  April  8, 
1810,  married  John  Watson,  son  of  Wheeler  'Wat- 
son; Asa  was  born  Sept.  26,  1812;  Rufus,  Oct. 
18,  1814;  Thomas,  April  10,  1816;  and  Miriam, 
born  Feb.  15,  1819,  died  Oct.  9,  1819.  John  Wat- 
son followed  farming  throughout  his  life,  served 
in  the  Legislature,  and  was  judge  of  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Washington  county  for  a number 
of  years. 

(VI)  Joseph  D.  Watson,  son  of  John  (5), 
was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Feb.  19,  1800, 
and  died  April  12,  1877.  On  June  6,  1829,  he  mar- 
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ried  ]\Iary  Ann  Watson,  who  was  born  Oct.  2, 
i8oi,  only  daugjiter  of  Jesse  and  l\iary  (Richard- 
son) Watson,  and  died  Oct.  24,  1857.  To  this 
union  was  horn  ,one  son,  Jesse  Van  Buren,  March 
16,  1833.  Joseph  D.  Watson  was  educated  in  a 
private  school  in  South  KingsJown.  Although  he 
was  the  owner  of  several  other  farms  he  spent 
most  of  his  life  on  the  "Hill  Side"  farm  on  Tower 
Hill.  In  early  life  he  was  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  but  later  joined  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion. 

(VH)  Hon.  Jesse  Van  Buren  W'atson,  son  of 
Joseph  D.,  was  born  on  the  Hill  Side  farm  on 
Tower  Hill,  i\Iarch  16,  1833,  and  there  lived  until 
1873.  Associated  with  Henry  Wells,  he  built  a 
store  at  West  Kingston,  and  for  two  years  engaged 
in  business  there,  during  that  time  residing  at 
Kingston.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Wakefield 
' and  engaged  in  buying  farm  produce,  wire,  hides, 
tallow,  poultry,  calves,  lambs,  etc. 

In  politics  a.  Republican,  Mr.  Watson  has  been 
very  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  At  the  early 
age  of  twenty-six  years  he  was  elected  representa- 
tive for  South  Kingstown  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  two  years  later  was  again  elected,  serving 
two  years.  For  three  years  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate,  and  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
town  council  and  of  the  board  of  assessors.  Since 
the  formation  of  the  Washington  County  Agricul- 
tural Society  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  Directors,  its  treasurer,  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  the  general  superintendent  of  the  Fair. 
He  has  been  a director  of  the  Wakefield  Trust 
Comjtany,  the  National  Bank,  the  Savings  Bank, 
and  for  thirteen  years  of  the  People's  Exchange 
Bank.  Since  Jan.  31,  1897,  Air.  Watson  has  served 
on  the  Board  of  Alanagers  of  the  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Agriculture  and  Alechanic  Arts,  of  which 
he  is  vice-president.  In  addition  to  attending  to 
all  of  these  interests  Air.  \Vatson  has  acted  as  exe- 
cutor and  administrator  of  many  estates.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and,  in  fraternal 
connection,  of  the  ( )dd  Fellows  and  the  Alasons. 

Air.  Watson  was  married  Aug.  13,  1851,  to  Aliss 
Alary  F.  Arnold. 

EVANS  ( Glocester-P'rovidence  family).  A 
branch  of  the  Evans  family  residing  in  Providence, 
descend  from  Richard  Evans,  who  was  of  Dorches- 
ter, Alass.,  as  early  as  1640,  and  was  made  a free- 
mam there  in  1643.  These  Providence  Evanses  may 
properly  he  termed  the  Connecticut-Rhode  Island 
branch  of  the  old  Alassachusetts  family,  as  Richard 
Evans  (2),  son  of  the  settler,  located  in  Connecti- 
cut, whence  a later  generation  found  its  way  into 
Rhode  Island,  its  home  being  in  the  old  town  of 
Providence  and  subdivisions  later  coming  out  of 
it — Smithfield,  Clocester,  and  so  on.  Beginning 
with  the  immigrant  ancestor  there  follows  in  chron- 
ological order  some  of  the  family  history  and  gene- 
alogy. 


(I)  Richard  Evans,  just  alluded  to  as  of  Dorches- 
ter in  1640,  it  has  been  stated  by  members  of  the 
Rhode  Island  family,  was  a son  of  Richard  Evans 
of  Chiswick,  County  of  Aliddlesex,  England,  where 
the  son  was  born  in  1614;  and  that  he  came  to 
America  in  1635,  settling  at  Dorchester,  Alass., 
where  he  died  in  1661.  The  Christian  name  of  .his. 
wife  was  Alary,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Richard;  Alary,  born  Jan.  19,  1641  ; Alathias, 
born  Feb.  ii,  1644;  Hannah;  Joanna;  and  maybe 
others. 

(II)  Richard  Evans  (2),  son  of  Richard  the 
settler,  married  /Rebecca,  and  to  them  were  born : 
Richard,  born  Feb.  8,  1670;  Alary,  born  Nov.  30, 
1671  ; Alary  (2),  born  June  8,  1673;  Rebecca,  born 
Oct.  22,  1676;  Thomas,  born  Aug.  31,  1678;  Ala- 
thias, born  Alay  26,  1682;  and  John,  born  Alarch 

9,  1688.  The  father  of  these  died  Alarch  10,  1735, 
aged  eighty-six  years.  His  widow  died  in  1731, 
aged  eighty-five  years.  At  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  the 
town  records  give  the  children  of  Richard  Evans 
as  Alartha,  born  Jan.  12,  1679;  Richard,  born  Aug. 

10.  1681;  David,  born  Alarch  9,  1683-84;  Alary, 
born  April  22,  1686;  Eliza  or  Elizabeth,  born  April 
23,  1688;  and  Alehetabel,  born  Jan.  i,  1692.  This 
record  and  what  follows  indicate  the  Dorchester 
and  Rehoboth  Richard  to  have  been  one  and  the 
same  person.  Says  Aliss  Lamed  in  her  history  of 
Windham  county ; 

“In  1693  the  future  Killingly  received  its  first 
known  white  settler — Richard  Evans — who  pur- 
chased for  twenty  pounds  a 200-acre  grant  of  the 
Rev.  James  Pierpont,  of  New  Haven,  and  is  de- 
scribed in  the  deed  as  ‘late  of  Rehoboth,  hut  now 
resident  of  the  said  granted  premises.’  Little  is 
known  of  this  first  settler  of  Killingly  beyond  the 
fact  of  his  early  settlement.  The  bounds  of  his 
farm  cannot  now  be  identified.  It  was  laid  out  in 
the  wilderness,  about  a mile  east  of  the  Quinebaug 
and  three  miles  from  Woodstock,  just  south  of 
Woodward’s  and  Saffery’s  line.  It  was  in  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  subsequent  township  of 
Killingly;  was  afterwards  included  in  the  ‘South 
Neighborhood’  of  Thompson,  and  now  forms  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Putnam.  Air.  Evans  was  ac- 
companied by  a grown  son,  Richard  Evans,  Jr.,  and 
in  time  built  two  homesteads  and  made  various  im- 
provements. His  establishment  served  as  a land 
mark  for  all  the  surrounding  region,  many  tracts  of 
land  being  identified  by  distance  or  direction  from 
Richard  Evans.  About  1710  the  two  Richard  Ev- 
anses sold  their  homesteads  and  removed  to  Prov- 
idence.” They  settled  in  what  has  long  been  known 
as  the  “Evans  neighborhood,”  near  the  present  town 
line  of  Smithfield  and  Glocester. 

(III)  David  Evans,  son  of  Richard  (2),  born 
Alarch  9,  1683-84,  married  Esther  Bishop,  and  one 
son,  Edward,  is  of  record  as  horn  to  them  Nov.  27, 
1710,  in  Providence;  and  the  following  children 
are  of  Smithfield  town  record ; xAnne,  born  Sept.  2, 
1712;  Esther,  born  Dec.  17,  1714;  Thankful,  born 
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Feb.  17,  1718;  David,  born  Nov.  16,  1721 ; and  Zer- 
via,  born  Nov.  17,  1724. 

(IV)  David  Evans  (2),  son  of  David,  born  Nov. 
16,  1721,  married  March  27,  1755,  Jemima  Bishop, 
and  among  their  eleven  children  were;  Benjamin, 
Elisha,  Jehu,  Jonathan,  Gideon,  Esther  and  Eliza- 
beth. David  Evans  for  many  years  conducted  a 
grist  mill  in  addition  to  his  farming  operations. 

(V)  Elisha  Evans,  son  of  David  (2),  married 
Mary  iMcDonald,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  as  follows:  Barak,  Elijah,  Elisha, 
Richard',  Jehu,  Samuel,  Abigail,  Mary,  Alice,  Al- 
mira and  Esther. 

(VI)  Jehu  Evans,  son  of  Elisha  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Donald), born  in  Smithfield,  March  14,  I799> 

a farmer  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Johnston,  R.  I.  He  was  a man  of  much  energy, 
but  of  a retiring  disposition,  and  never  held  public 
office.  He  married  Amy  Thornton,  daughter  of 
William  and  Betsey  (iMadison)  Thornton,  born 
April  27,  1804,  and  they  reared  a family  of  eleven 
children:  JMary  was  born  in  1823;  Elisha,  born 
Mav  25.  1825,  is  still  living  on  Killingly  road,  in 
Greenville,  R.  L;  William  T.,  born  April  17,  1827, 
died  July  12,  1905;  IMartin,  died  young;  Jehu,  Jr., 
is  decea.sed ; Edward  i\I..  is  deceased;  Amy  Fran- 
ces. died  young;  James,  born  April  8,  1838,  resides 
in  Glocester;  Henry  Remington,  was  born  June  24, 
i 1840;  Samuel  W.  D.,  born  Oct.  8,  1842,  resides  in 
! IManton ; Ellen,  who  married  (first)  Patrick  i\Ic- 
Dermott  and  (second)'  Andrew  J.  Plubbard,  is  now 
a widow  and  resides  in  Schenectady,  New  York. 

(VH)  Henry  Remington  Evans,  son  of  Jehu, 

1 was  born  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  R.  L,  and  was 
schooled  there  and  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  but 
his  opportunities  were  quite  limited,  and  the  schools 
crude.  One  of  his  best  remembered  teachers  was’ 
Gridley  Burnham.  In  1855,  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
he  left  school,  although  some  time  later  he  attended, 

; for  two  terms,  Scholfield’s  Commercial  College  at 
No.  137  Westminster  street.  Providence,  where  he 
studied  architectural  drawing.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  came  to  Providence  to  learn  the  mason’s 
trade  from  his  oldest  brother,  Elisha,  and  after 
serving  a regular  apprenticeship,  worked  at  that 
trade  for  about  five  years.  He  next  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  from  his  brother  James,  who  was  an 
expert  framer,  and  this  trade  he  has  since  continued 
to  follow — as  a journeyman  until  1875,  and  since 
then  in  business  for  himself.  Pie  carried  on  his 
business  alone  until  about  1887,  when  his  son, 
Henry  L.,  became  a member  of  the  firm,  the  name 
being  changed  to  Henry  R.  Evans  & Son.  First- 
class  dwelling-houses  have  been  the  firm’s  specialty, 
but  they  have  also  built  some  mills.  In  politics  Mr. 
Evans  has  ever  been  independent.  In  1901  he  was 
appointed  by  the  city  council  superintendent* of  pub- 
lic buildings  of  the  city  of  Providence,  and  has 
been  re-appointed  by  each  council  since  that  time. 
In  his  young  manhood  he  was  a member  of  the 


Second  Advent  Church  at  Glocester,  an  organiza- 
tion which  has  since  disbanded. 

Mr.  Evans  married,  Nov.  20,  1859,  in  Greenville, 
R.  I.,  Anna  iMcDermott,  born  Sept.  8,  1841,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Bessie  (Leonard)  McDermott.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Evans:  (i)  Anna  Eliza,  born  Oct.  2,  i860,  married 
Henry  F.  Horton,  of  Pawtucket,  and  has  children : 
Henry,  Jr.,  Anna  E.,  Elizabeth  B.,  Earl  R.,  and 
Ruth  S. ; (2)  Abby,  born  Aug.  30,  1865,  died  in 
June,  1872;  (3)  Henry  Lester,  born  Sept.  4,  1867, 
married  Florence  Eaton,  and  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  firm  of  Henry  R.  Evans  & Son.  He  is 
a Knight  Templar  Mason;  (4)  Fannie  R.,  born 
June  28,  1872,  married  John  C.  Budlong,  Jr.;  (5) 
Sarah  Bowen,  born  Jan.  19,  1875,  married  P'red- 
erick  R.  Plarris,  and  they  had  one  child,  Lucille, 
who  died  young;  (6)  Edwin  Bowen,  born  Feb.  10, 
1878,  graduated  from  Brown  in  1901,  and  is  now 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Waite,  Mathewson  & 
Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers.  He  is  a Knight  Tem- 
plar Mason.  He  married  Helen  W aite  and  had 
one  child,  Marion,  who  died  young. 

(IV)  Edward  Evans,  son  of  David  and  Esther, 
born  Nov.  27,  1710,  married  May  20,  1746,  Eliza- 
beth Eddy. 

(V)  Daniel  Evans,  son  of  Edward  and  Eliza- 
beth (Eddy)  Evans,  born  Oct.  24,  1752,  married 
Dec.  31,.  1775,  Rhoda  Phetteplace,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Phetteplace.  Daniel  Evans  died  i\iay  10, 
1828,  and  his  widow  died  Feb.  15,  1835,  aged 
.seventy-six  years.  I'heir  children  of  Glocester  town 
record  were;  Anan,  born  Oct.  15,  1776;  Ira 
P.,  born  Oct.  21,  1786;  Daniel,  born  Dec.  12,  1791 ; 
and  Duty,  born  May  12,  1797. 

■ (VI)  Duty  Evans,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rhoda 
(Phetteplace),. born  ]May  12,  1797,  in  Glocester,  R. 
I.,  married  P'eb.  18,  1820,  Ruth  Owen,  born  June 
30,  1800,  daughter  of  Thdmas  and  Abigail  (Brown) 
Owen,  of  Glocester,  R.  1.,  and  eight  children 
blessed  the  unio4i,  namely:  Abby,  born  April  21, 
1821,  married  Dr.  George  jM.  Angell ; Caroline, 
born  April  6,  1823,  married  Stephen  P'oster,  and 
died  in  Derby  Line,  Vt.,  June  24,  1905 ; Gilbert 
P'ayette,  born  Jan.  12,  1825,  married  Caroline  R. 
Dexter,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,.and  died  Jan.  22,  1902, 
at  Derby  Line,  Vt. ; Sabin  Owen  was  born  Oct.  22, 
1828 ; Wulliam  Edward,  born  Aug.  4,  1832,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Hart,  and  lives  in  Kansas  City ; iMary 
Greene,  born  Feb.  23,  1835,  married  George  Augus- 
tus Seagrave,  a prominent  merchant  and  manu- 
facturer of  Providence,  who  is  now  deceased  ; Anna, 
born  May  4,  1839,  married  Daniel  A.  Hunt,  who 
was  at  one  time  the  agent  of  the  Providence  Tool 
Company;  and  Ruth  Frances,  born  Feb.  ii,  1844, 
married  Henry  B.  Newhall,  of  New  York,  and  died 
Dec.  27,  1878. 

iMr.  Evans,  as  was  then  generally  customary 
with  the  sons  of  the  general  farmer,  alternated  his 
boyhood  days  between  assistance  on  the  farm  in 
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season  and  attendance  at  the  neighborhood  school 
through  the  winters.  When  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  country  store  of  a brother 
at  Chepachet,  R.  I.,  and  in  that  capacity  served 
seven  years.  Opening  a general  store  himself  at 
the  expiration  of  this  time,  1820,  at  Chepachet,  he 
conducted  the  same  with  success  until  1842,  and 
from  1824  he  also  was  engaged  in  the  iron  and 
hardware  business.  Disposing  of  his  establishment 
in  1842,  for  the  next  two  years  he  was  occupied  in 
farming  in  his  native  town.  Removing  to  Provi- 
dence in  1844  he  was  thereafter  a resident  of  that 
city  and  there  through  his  active  years  engaged  in 
the  iron  and  hardware  business. 

INIr.  Evans  was  a successful  business  man  and 
prospered  in  his  affairs.  He  became  prominent  in 
business  circles  and  was  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  various  public  capacities.  For  a number 
of  years  he  was  a director  of  the  old  State  Bank, 
and  its  president  in  1853.  He  was  chosen  a director 
and  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  and  sustained 
such  relations  to  that  institution  the.  rest  of  his 
lifetime.  As  early  as  1815  he  was  a lieutenant  in 
the  Morgan  Rifle  Company  of  Glocester  and  Bur- 
rillville. 

In  the  anti-slavery  period  Mr.  Evans  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Abolition  Society  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Free-Soil  party.  This  party  he  repre- 
sented as  a delegate  in  the  National  convention  held 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1848. 

The  religious  connections  of  Mr.  Evans  were 
with  the  First  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church 
at  Providence.  His  death  occurred  Sept.  18,  1883, 
at  Providence,  and  one  year  later  his  widow  passed 
away.  They  were  at  the  time  aged  eighty-six  and 
eighty-four  years,  respectively. 

Rx\ZEE  (Cumberland  family).  The  Razee  fam- 
ily is  one  of  long  and  honorable  standing  in  that 
part  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  on  either 
side  of  the  line  separating  the  two  States ; and  since 
the  middle,  or  before,  of  the  eighteenth  century  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  now  a Rhode  Island  subdivi- 
sion, has  been  their  home.  Especial  reference  is 
made  to  the  family  of  the  late  Hon.  Stafford  Whip- 
ple Razee,  who  himself  for  so  many  years  was  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  his  community,  representing 
it  repeatedly  in  both  branches  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  various  ways  serv- 
ing it  in  other  official  and  useful  capacities. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  from  the 
earliest  record  at  our  command  of  this  special 
branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Razees,  the  genealogy 
of  the  family  and  something  of  the  lives  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  first  of  the  name  in  this  section  was 
Joseph  Razee,  who  bought  tracts  of  land  along  Dia- 
mond Hill  Plains.  His  Son,  Joseph  (2),  was  also 
a resident  of  Cumberland,  where  he  was  a farmer 
and  large  land  owner. 

Benjamin  Razee,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  had  children  of  Cumberland  record 
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as  follows;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  ii,  1746,  died  Dec. 

8,  1816 ; Isaac,  born  Aug.  14,  1748,  died  Dec.  8,  1825  ; 
Elizabeth,  born  April  3,  1750,  died  Aug.  28,  1829; 
Benjamin,  born  Jan.  25,  1752;  and  Anthony,  born 
July  31,  1754.  _ _ , 

Anthony  Razee,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth, 
born  July  31,  1754,  married  April  12,  1790,  Sarah  - 
Pickering,  born  about  1759,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Pickering,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.  They  were  resi- 
dents of  Cumberland,  R.  I.  Their  children  of  Cum- 
berland town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  were; 
Whipple,  born  Nov.  9,  1790,  died  May  i,  1850; 
Olney,  born  June  5,  1792,  died  May  2,  1822;  Wil- 
liam, born  July  14,  1795;  Sally,  born  in  1797,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Jacobs,  (who  died  March  ii,  1869)  and  { 
died  and  is  buried  at  Diamond  Hill  Plain ; and  Ben- 
jamin, born  Aug.  4,  1801.  Anthony  Razee  died 
Sept.  29,  1829,  and  his  wife  died  April  13,  1853. 

Whipple  Razee,  son  of  Anthony  and  Sarah 
(Pickering),  born  Nov.  9,  1790,  married  (first) 
Sept.  II,  1817,  Nancy,  daughter  of  Seth  Harding. 
She  died  July  18,  1820,  and  he  married  (second) 
jMay  12,  1822,  Julia  Billings.  She  died  March  ii, 
1823,  and  he  married  (third)  May  15,  1825,  Julia 
Bowditch.  His  children  were;  Nancy,  born  Feb. 

12,  1819;  Whipple,  born  July  3,  1820;  Julia,  born 
March  i,  1823;  Sally  Ann,  born  March,  1826; 
Stafford  Whipple,  born  March  8,  1827 ; Olney  Bill- 
ings, born  Nov.  23,  1828;  Arlon  Preston,  born  Oct. 

14,  1831;  Horace  Edmund,  born  March  7,  1833; 
and  Joseph  Warren,  horn  March  2,  1834.  The  fath- 
er of  these  died  May  i,  1850,  in  the  sixtieth  year 
of  his  age.  Plis  widow  lived  to  be  eighty-six 
years  of  age,  dying  March  21,  1880. 

Stafford  Whipple  Razee,  son  of  Whipple  and 
Julia  (Bowditch),  born  March  8,  1827,  married 
*May  12,  1853,  Ei-^nice  Peck  Metcalf,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Eunice  (Peck)  Metcalf,  of  Cumberland, 

R.  I.  She  died  Dec.  5,  1900,  and  was  buried  at 
Swan  Point  cemetery.  Their  children  were ; Ar- 
lon Metcalf,  born  Jan.  12,  1854,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business ; Alice  Amelia,  born  June  4,  1856; 
Abbie  Harris,  born  Oct.  28,  i860,  who  married 
Walter  H.  Stearns  of  Providence ; and  Stafford 
Whipple,  born  Sept.  21,  1864,  who  died  Nov.  4, 
1868. 

Mr.  Razee  in  1849  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Diamond  Hill  in  his  native  State,  and 
three  years  later  was  also  doing  business  in  another 
large  establishment  at  Attleboro  Falls  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Desiring  a larger  field  for  business  he 
concluded  to  dispose  of  these  stores  to  embark  in 
business  at  Providence,  and  in  another  line.  He 
therefore  sold  out  both  stores  in  1854.  His  next  ex- 
perience was  in  the  grain  business  in  Providence,  in 
which  he  embarked  in  that  same  year,  his  location 
being  in  South  Water  street.  Here  he  continued 
successfully  for  the  next  decade,  in  the  meantime 
leasing  a portion  of  the  Perry  Wharf  on  West 
Water  street,  where  he  erected  the  first  grain  ele- 
vator operated  by  steam  in  the  city  of  Providence. 
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Mr.  Razee  in  1864  became  associated  in  a busi- 
ness connection  with  the  late  Hon.  Edward  Harris 
of  Woonsocket,  this  state,  becoming  at  that  time 
agent  of  the  Harris  Woolen  Company.  This  rela- 
tion he  sustained  in  his  usual  businesslike  manner 
until  1869,  when  he  withdrew  to  engage  again  in 
•the  grain  business,  this  time  conducting  solely 
wholesale  business  selling  in  carload  lots  only  at 
Providence.  Mr.  Razee  was  also  an  extensive  op- 
erator, in  the  hazardous  trade  of  Chicago  grain 
“options.”  He  was,  too,  a large  shipper  of  grain 
from  the  West  to  New  York  and  Boston. 

Aside  from  his  active  business  life,  Mr.  Razee 
took  the  time  to  look  after  the  public  interests  of 
his  town,  which  his  enterprise  and  business  quali- 
fications made  him  so  competent  to  do.  While  a 
citizen  of  Smithfield  his  fellow  citizens  honored  him 
in  1863,  and  again  in  1864,  with  a seat  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  and  after  he  became 
a resident  of  the  town  of  Cumberland  that  com- 
munity frequently  sent  him  to  the  State  Senate, 
notably  in  1879,  1880,  1881  and  1882.  It  was, 
perhaps,  through  his  untiring  efforts  that  the  Rhode 
Island  and  Massachusetts  Railroad  was  built,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  a director  and  vice-pres- 
ident. This  road  later  formed  the  connecting  link 
in  the  New  York  and  New  England  system  between 
Providence  and  Boston. 

Mr.  Razee  in  his  younger  life  gave  some  atten- 
tion to  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  military 
affairs  of  the  State.  He  was  at  one  time  first  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Union  Guards  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I. ; 
this  was  during  the  Civil  War,  in  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1863,  October  of  which  year  he  was 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  after  the  war, 
in  April,  1867,  was  chosen  colonel  of  the  Woon- 
socket Guards,  and  re-elected  in  the  year  follow- 
ing. 

Colonel  Razee  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  was  elected  eminent  commander  of 
the  Woonsocket  Commandery  in  1869  and  1870. 
He  also  held  offices  in  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Col.  Razee  died  at  his  home  at  Arnold’s  Mills 
in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  May  19,  1906. 
His  funeral,  which  took  place  from  his  late  home, 
was  largely  attended,  a large  delegation  of  Woon- 
socket Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  which 
the  deceased  was  a member,  being  present.  “Staf- 
ford Razee  was  in  every  respect  a self  made  man 
and  his  success  was  due  very  largely  to  his  own 
industry,  intelligence,  and  well  directed  personal  ef- 
fort. He  possessed  a keen  business  instinct  which 
had  for  its  foundation  the  granite  rocks  of  honesty, 
integrity  and  industry.  As  the  foregoing  relates 
he  was  not  only  a successful  business  man,  but  in 
every  undertaking  of  business  or  private  life  he 
rarely  failed  in  its  accomplishment,  and  this  chiefly 
because  of  his  rigid  distinction  of  right  from  wrong, 
and  he  willingly  and  knowingly  espoused  no  cause 
but  that  of  right  and  honor.  Convinced  of  the 
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worthiness  of  an  object  he  did  not  undertake  it 
haltingly  or  falteringly,  but  on  the  contrary  he  en- 
tered into  it  with  his  whole  energy.  He  possessed 
a keen  and  nimble  wit  and  his  companionship  was 
much  enjoyed.  His  charities  were  liberal  though 
unostentatious,  his  giving  being  from  the  hand  and 
heart  and  not  of  the  mouth.  Though  he  did  not 
achieve  what  the  world  calls  greatness,  due  to  a 
lack  of  opportunity,  he  has  left  a most  priceless 
heritage,  an  honored  name.  His  example  may  well 
be  emulated  by  the  youth  of  our  day.” 

The  old  Razee  homestead  is  still  occupied  by 
Miss  Alice  A,  Razee,  a woman  of  unusual  culture, 
who  during  the  lifetime  of  her  parents  devoted  her- 
self to  their  comfort.  She  is  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  in  Cumberland,  where  she  is  widely  known 
for  her  unfailing  kindness  of  heart  and  her  wise 
charity.  She  has  given  much  time  to  the  study 
of  her  family  records,  and  takes  much  pride  in  her 
descent  from  both  the  Razees  and  the  Metcalfs. 
The  genealogy  of  the  Metcalfs,  her  maternal  line, 
follows : * 

The  Metcalf  family  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  New  England,  was  founded 
in  America  by  Michael  Metcalf,  born  in  1586  at 
Latterford,  County  Norfolk,  where  he  was  a weaver, 
and  where  he  was  made  freeman  in  1618.  He  mar- 
ried, Oct.  13,  1616,  in  Waynham,  Sarah  Elwyn, 
born  June  17,  1593,  daughter  of  Thomas  Elwyn, 
and  they  came  to  New  England  in  1637,  on  account, 
as  he  states,  of  religious  persecutions.  He  located 
at  Dedham,  Mass.,  where  he  was  admitted  freeman 
July  14,  1637,  and  joined  the  church  in  1639,  be- 
ing selectman  in  1641.  His  wife  Sarah  died  Feb. 
14,  1645,  he  married  (second)  Aug.  13,  1645, 
May  Pidge,  a widow  of  Roxbury,  Mass.  He  died 
Dec.  27,  1664,  the  father  of  eleven  children,  all  born 
in  Norwich,  England. 

Michael  Metcalf,  son  of  Michael,  was  born  Aug. 
29,  1620,  and  married  April  2,  1644,  Mary,  daughter 
of  John  Fairbanks,  Sr.  Mr.  Metcalf  died  at  Ded- 
ham, Dec.  24,  1654,  the  father  of  five  children. 

Jonathan  Metcalf,  son  of  Michael  (2),  was 
born  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  Sept.  21,  1650,  and  mar- 
ried April  10,  1674,  Hannah  Kenric,  daughter  of 
John,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren. The  father  died  May  27,  1727,  and  the  mo- 
ther Dec.  23,  1731. 

Nathaniel  Metcalf,  son  of  Jonathan,  of  Ded- 
ham, was  born  April  17,  1691,  married  Feb.  17, 
1713,  Mary  Gay,  born  May  30,  1693,  died  May  18, 
1748,  daughter  of  John  Gay  and  Mary  Fisher,  and 
died  March  15,  1752.  His  children  were:  Mary, 
Nathaniel,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Mercy,  Eb- 
enezer  and  Lydia. 

Nathaniel  Metcalf  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
born  Aug.  29,  1718,  and  married  Ruth  Whiting, 
born  July  5,  1721,  at  Attleboro,  Mass.  He  died 
May  3,  1789,  his  children  being:  Nathaniel,  Eben- 
ezer,  Michael,  Joel,  Jesse,  Samuel,  Lucy,  Cath- 
erine, Ruth,  Lucy  (2),  Sarah  and  Molly. 
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Ebenezer  Aletcalf,  born  1748,  son  of  Nathaniel 
(2),  settled  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where  he 
owned  a large  tract  of  land  and  made  farming  his 
life  occupation.  He  located  near  Arnold’s  Mills, 
where  he  died  Oct.  • 23^  1820.  He  was  married 
three  times,  his  first  wife  being  Asenath  Davis, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Smith)  Davis,  the  latter  of  whom  be- 
came the  wife  of  Joseph  Razee.  To  Mr.  Metcalf 
and  his  first  wife  were  born  these  children : Lib- 
erty, Aug.  18,  1776;  Davis,  Feb.  16,  1778;  Ammon, 
Dec.  28,  1779;  Ebenezer,  Dec.  17,  1781;  and  Jo- 
seph, Oct.  27,  1783-  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  Nov.  22,  1783,  and  i\Ir.  IMetcalf  married  (sec-, 
ond)  July  3,  1787,  a Whipple,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Whipple,  born  May  29,  1788,  who  died  Sept. 
20,  1793,  the  mother  passing  away  Oct.  ii,  1795. 
i\lr.  Metcalf’s  third  wife  was  Abigail  Dexter,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  Dexter,  who  married  Polly 
Bishop. 

Joseph  Metcalf,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born  in 
Cumberland,  Oct.  27,  1783,*  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  town,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a machinist.  In  1825  he  and  a brother,  Ebenezer, 
opened  a machine  shop  at  Arnold’s  JMiljs  in  part- 
nership. They  manufactured  cotton  machinery  and 
spinning  frames  and  turned  out  such  good  work 
that  they  were  famous  for  them  at  that  day.  Jo- 
seph Metcalf  owned  the  farm  which  was  formerly  the 
property  of  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Davis,  and  made 
ins  home  on  it,  passing  away  there  Dec.  27,  1867. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
was  buried  in  their  cemetery  at  Cumberland.  INIr. 
jNIetcalf  was  one  of  the  pioneer  manufacturers  of 
Cumberland,  and  his  enterprise  proved  very  lu- 
crative, making  him  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  place. 

On  June  5,  1823,  Mr.  Metcalf  was  married  to 
Eunice  Peck,  who  was  born  Sept.  27,  1795,  and  died 
March  3,  1879,  being  interred  beside  her  husband. 
She  was  a woman  of  beautiful  Christian  character 
and  an  ideal  wife  and  mother.  There  were  but  two 
children  in  the  family,  both  daughters : Abby  Peck, 
born  Jan.  24,  1824,  married  Hon.  Edward  Harris, 
the  well  known  manufacturer  of  Woonsocket.  Mrs. 
Flarris  died  in  June,  1906.  Eunice  Peck  was  born 
Dec.  18,  1828,  and  May  12,  1853,  became  the  wife 
of  Stafford  W.  Razee,  of  Cumberland.  The  mother 
of  these  daughters  was  a Friend  in  her  religious 
faith,  like  her  husband. 

AUGUSTUS  O.  BOURN.  That  branch  of  the 
family  bearing  the  name  of  Bourn  at  Providence 
and  Bristol,  the  head  of  which  is  ex-Gov.  Augustus 
Osborn  Bourn,  the  thirty-second  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  State,  1883-1885,  and  whose  family 
name,  through  the  Governor  and  his  father,  the 
late  George  Osborn  Bourn,  of  Providence,  has  had 
a special  and  distinct  prominence  in  connection  with 
the  manufacture  of  india  rubber  goods  in  Provi- 
dence and  Bristol  for  sixty  and  more  years,  has 


been  identified  with  New  England  history  for  275 
years,  which  reaches  back  only  a decade  less  than 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  themselves. 

From  the  immigrant  settler  of  this  branch  of 
the  Bourn  family,  Jared  Bourn,  of  Boston,  1630, 
Governor  Bourn’s  lineage  is  through  Jared  (2), 
Francis,  Stephen,  Stephen  (2)  and  George  Osborn 
Bourn. 

In  other  ancestral  lines  Governor  Bourn  is  de- 
scended on  the  paternal  side  from  the  Bowens, 
Braytons,  Wheatons,  Carpenters,  Chases,  Sher- 
mans, Tripps,  Paines,  Sterns,  Gibsons,  Beckets, 
Blys,  Gotts  and  other  prominent  Colonial  families, 
and  on  the  maternal  side  from  the  Eddys,  Ides, 
Blandings,  Coopers,  Walkers,  Peckhams,  Greenes, 
Clarkes,  Weedens  and  others.  Among  his  ances- 
tors were  Francis  Brayton,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  1. ; Robert  Wheaton,  Richard 
Bowen,  Nicholas  Ide,  Thomas  Cooper,  Philip 
Walker,  and  William  Blanding,  who  were  among 
the  original  settlers  of  Rehoboth,  Mass. ; Samuel 
Eddy,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Plymouth,  son 
of  Rev.  William  Eddy,  vicar  of  St.  Dunstan’s, 
Cranbrook,  Kent,  Efngland ; William  Chase,  the  an- 
cestor in  this  'country  of  the  well-known  Chase 
family ; Philip  Sherman,  Anthony  Paine,  John 
Peckham,  James  Weeden,  John  Greene,  Jeremiah 
Clarke  and  John  Tripp,  among  the  founders  of 
Portsmouth  and  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  well-known 
as  very  prominent  citizens  of  their  time ; and 
Charles  Sterns,  John  Gibson,  John  Becket,  John 
Bly  and  Charles  Gott,  ■among  the  earliest  settlers 
on  ^Massachusetts  bay,  Charles  Gott  being  the 
first  deacon  of  the  church  in  Salem.  William  Eddy, 
of  Rehoboth,  Governor  Bourn’s  maternal  great- 
grandfather, served  in  the  Revolution  under  Capt. 
James  Hill  and  Col.  \\’alker,  and  for  his  services 
became  a pensioner  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

The  paternal  lineage  of  Gov.  Bourn,  in  detail 
and  in  the  order  giving  in  the  foregoing,  follows: 

(I)  Jared  Bourn,  it  is  thought,  probably  came 
from  England  in  the  fleet  with  Governor  Winthrop, 
in  1630.  He  was  admitted  to  the  church  in  Boston 
April  22,  1634,  and  made  a freeman  May  6,  1635. 
He  had  some  grants  of  land  made  to  him,  and  also 
bought  land  there.  The  lot  set  off  to  him  was  on 
the  corner  of  what  is  now  Washington  and  Essex 
streets,  and  is  the  lot  on  which  the  famous  “liberty 
tree”  was  located.  From  the  age  of  this  tree  when 
it  was  cut  down  it  is  probable  that  it  was  there 
while  Bourn  held  the  lot.  He  was  later  at  Rox- 
bury,  and  still  later  removed  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
where  he  was  a representative  (1654-55)  ii"*  6ie 
Colonial  Legislature.  His  wife,  whose  Christian 
name  was  Mary,  died  the  30th  of  3d  month,  1644, 
and  he  had  a second  wife,  Frances.  He  finally  re- 
moved to  Swansea,  Mass.,  where  he  occupied  the 
blockhouse  'at  iMattapoiset,  now  Gardiner’s  Neck, 
which  was  the  refuge  of  the  inhabitants  at  the 
beginning  of  King  Philip’s  war,  and  from  which 
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they  were  rescued  by  troops  principally  from 
Bridgewater.  Tradition  says  this  was  a stone 
blockhouse  and  the  only  one  in  that  section,  and  it 
was  said  to  have  been  located  on  what  was  known 
a number  of  years  ago  as  the  Sandy  Sherman  place. 

(II)  Jared  Bourn  (2),  baptized  IMarch  7, 
1651,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Mary  Brayton,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  to  them 
came  the  following  children : Mary  Chase,  Eliza- 
beth, Francis,  Patience,  Martha  and  William. 

(III)  Francis  Bourn  married  Feb.  23,  1715-16, 

Charity,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Thurber) 
Wheaton,  of  Rehoboth,  IMass.  IMr.  Bourn  died  in 
1758.  The  diildren  of  this  couple,  all  born  in 
bwansea,  Mass.,  were:  Jared,  born  April  3,  1718; 
Sarah,  June  26,  1721;  Stephen,  Oct.  25,  1724; 

Rachel,  Nov.  20,  1725;  Francis,  in  1730;  Nathaniel; 
and  Content. 

(IV)  Stephen  Bourn,  born  Oct.  25,  1724,  in 
Swansea,  IMass.,  married  Sept.  16,  1756,  in  Swan- 
sea, Charity  Chase,  born  Aug.  18,  1734,  daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth  (\\  heaton)  Chase,  and 
their  child  was  Stephen,  born  June  24,  1757.  The 
father  died  in  1760. 

(V)  Stephen  Bourn  (2),  born  June  24.  1757, 
married  in  Swansea,  Aug.  20,  1777,  Deborah  Chase, 

i born  j\Iay  i,  1759.  She  died  May  13,  1786,  and 
on  June  28,  1798,  he  married  (second)  his  cousin, 

. Deborah  Bourn,  born  Feb.  26,  1763,  daughter  of 
j Francis  and  Elizabath  Bourn.  Mr.  Bourn  died  Nov. 

: 22,  1822,  and  the  second  Mrs.  Bourn  died  Oct. 

25,  1822.  To  the  first  marriage  came  the  follow- 
' ing  children:  Charity,  born  Feb.  5,  1779,  accord- 
ing to  town  records,  and  Jan.  3,  1779,  according  to 
the  family  records;  Phebq,  Oct.  ii,  1781;  Sarah, 
Jan.  I,  1783;  and  Stephen,  Jan.  29,  1786.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  were : Deborah, 
born  Alarch  23,  1800,  died  Oct.  18,  1822;  John, 
born  Sept.  14,  1801,  died  May  26,  1870;  George, 
born  Sept.  31,  1803,  ‘lied  in  July,  1805;  Elizabeth, 
born  May  4,  1805,  died  Oct.  25,  1822;  Rachel, 
born  June  2,  1807,  died  in  Providence,  R.  1.,  Jan. 
18,  1837;  George  Osborn,  born  July  4,  1809,  died 
Aug.  17,  1859.  , , ' 

(\T)  George  Osborn  Bourn  was  born  July 
4,  1809,  in  Somerset,  Mass.,  on  the  Stephen  Bourn 
place,  on  the  west  side  of  the  old  road  leading  to 
Somerset  village,  and  directly  opposite  the  Bourn 
burying-ground.  He  attended  school  in  the  small 
one-story  building  on  the  west  side  of  the  old  road 
and  just  south  of  “LJncle  Gid's  Corner,’’  perhaps 
three-eighths  of  a mile  south  of  his  home.  The 
Stephen  Bourn  house  was  near  the  road  and  toward 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  farm.  His  father  and 
mother  and  two  sisters  died  within  a month  of 
each  other  in  the  fall  of  1822,  and  this  of  course 
broke  up  the  household.  It  is  not  known  where  he 
spent  the  next  three  or  four  years,  but  part  of  the 
time  ^-as  spent  with  the  Braytons,  in  Rehoboth,  his 
half  aunt  and  uncle.  Of  necessity  in  early  life 
he  became  self-reliant.  When  about  seventeen  or 


eighteen  he  went  to  Providence  to  learn  a trade, 
walking  the  • entire  distance  and  carrying  all  his 
effects  in  a bundle.  To  save  distance  he  went 
part  of  the  way  across  lots,  and  had  the  misfortune 
to  sprain  his  ankle  in  jumping  over  a stone  wall. 
This  seemingly  trivial  accident  controlled  not  only 
his  entire  career,  but  the  career  of  his  children  and 
of  many  others.  On  his  arrival  in  Providence  he 
undertook  to  learn  the  trade  of  mason,  but  the 
w'eakness  of  his  ankle  compelled  him  to  give  it  up, 
so  he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker.  During  the  period  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  worked  a great  deal  overtime,  at 
an  agreed  price,  so  that  when  his  time  was  up 
his  employer  owed  him  what  was  to  him  a very 
large  sum,  but  he  was  never  able  to  collect  any 
of  it,  losing  the  whole  amount.  It  was  not  long 
after  this  that  he  set  up  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, so  that  as  far  back  as  his  son  can  recollect, 
perhaps  1839  or  1840,  he  had  a well  established  and 
thriving  business.  He  continued  the  leather,  boot 
and  shoe  business  first  in  a building  where  Howard’s 
block  now  is,  on  Westminster  street,  and  next  in 
another  building  where  the  block  next  east  of  the 
Howard  block  now  is,  until  about  1847  1848, 

when  he  sold  out  to  John  M.  Buffinton  and  Al- 
bert C.  Eddy,  who  carried  on  the  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Buffinton  & Eddy.  As  early  as  1840 
^Ir.  Bourn  became  interested  in  the  making  over 
of  the  india-rubber  shoes  as  they  were  then  imported 
from  Brazil,  making  them  nearer  the  shape  of  the 
foot.  They  were  first  soaked  in  hot  water  and  then 
stretched  on  a last,  where  they  were  left  until  they 
had  retained  nearly  the  shape  of  the  last.  A strip 
of  fur  sewed  to  the  top  and  a coat  of  sponge  var- 
nish was  the  first  attempt  of  manufacture.  Mr. 
Bourn's  first  manufactory  was  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  chair  factory  of  Thomas  W.  Parker,  in  the 
rear  of  Green  street.  About  1840  he  associated 
with  himself  David  C.  Winslow,  for  the  purj)ose 
of  manufketuring  articles  of  rubber,  under  the  name 
of  Bourn  & Winslow.  This  partnership  contimjed 
only  about  two  years,  after_^ which  jMr.  Bourn  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  until  about  1847,  when 
he  associated  with  himself  Col.  William  W.  Brown, 
of  Providence.  Their  factory  was  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Dorrance  and  Clifford  streets,  in  the 
wooden  building  that  is  still  standing  there.  The 
building  was  at  the  time  an  old  one  and  had  long 
been  used  as  an  oil  factory.  It  was  two  stories 
high,  without  a basement.  Bourn  & Brown  raised 
the  building  high  enough  for  the  basement,  and  re- 
placed the  sloping  roof  with  a flat  one,  this  adding 
still  another  story,  so  that  it  was  practically  a four- 
story  building,  as  it  now  appears.  On  the  east 
there  was  a one-story  boiler  house.  This  was  re- 
modeled so  that  it  was  made  two  stories  high. 
Then  a two-story  brick  building  was  added,  with 
an  “L”  extending  to  Dyer  street.  Later  on  this 
was  extended  on  as  a four-story  building  on  Dyer 
street  to  the  east  line  of  the  lot,  and  the  two-storv 
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brick  building  changed  to  a four-story  one.  In 
1851  Edwin  M.  Chaffee  was  admitted,  and  the  firm 
named  changed  to  Bourn,  Brown  & Chaffee,  the 
firm  continuing  the  same  until  Mr.  Bourn's  death, 
in  1859,  when  his  son,  Augustus  O.  Bourn,  took 
his  place  in  the  business.  Ivir.  Chaffee  was  the 
inventor  of  the  machinery  almost  universally  used 
in  the  making  of  rubber  goods.  Mr.  Bourn  was 
one  of  the  first  in  the  State  to  manufacture  india- 
rubber  goods,  and  the  concern  with  which  he  was 
connected  became  in  time  one  of  the  most  important 
in  the  country. 

Mr.  Bourn  married,  Dec.  i,  1833,  in  Providence, 
Huldah  Battey  Eddy,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Sally 
(Peckham)  Eddy.  They  commenced  housekeeping 
in  the  two-story  brick  house  that  is  now  painted 
drab,  and  that  stands  on  the  north  side  of  Weybosset 
street.  Providence,  at  or  just  before  the  junction 
with  Broad  street.  Soon  after  they  moved  to  the 
two-story  house  on  the  south  side  of  what  was 
then  Pawtuxet  street  (now  Broad  street),  just 
above  Chestnut  street  (perhaps  150  feet),  and  Au- 
gustus O.  Bourn  was  born  there.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  bought  the  lot  on  the  corner  of  Trinity 
and  Carpenter  streets  (Providence),  where  he  built 
the  modern  two-story  brick  house  that  directly 
faces  Sabin  street.  The  large  elm  trees  in  front 
of  this  lot  were  planted  by  Mr.  Bourn,  who  brought 
them  from  the  woods  at  Skyhigh  Hill  on  his  back. 
On  the  Carpenter  street  side  there  was  quite  a gar- 
den, with  fruit  trees,  strawberry  beds,  etc.  At  the 
rear  of  the  lot  there  was  a jog  or  extension,  reach- 
ing toward  Eountain  street,  down  to  the  little  lane 
that  still  runs  from  Trinity  street  to  Lime  street. 
On  this  was  built  a barn  where  they  kept  a horse 
and  cow.  Governor  Bourn’s  first  recollection  of  this 
part  of  the  place  is  that  there  w'as  quite  a valley 
where  that  lane  now  is,  and  that  a stream  of  water 
ran  through  it.  On  the  slope  running  down  to  the 
brook  there  was  a boiling  spring,  near  which  a 
pump  was  put  when  the  land  was  filled  in  and 
which  served  the  family  with  drinking  water.  The 
water  was  brought  in  log  pipes  from  Nichols’ 
fountain,  at  the  corner  of  Carpenter  street  and 
Broadway.  Before  the  lot  was  filled  to  its  present 
level,  a stone  drain  was  built  to  carry  off  the 
water  from  the  brook.  The  Governor  has  many 
boyish  recollections  of  this  place,  prominent  among 
which  is  the  freshet  of  the  early  forties.  There  was 
considerable  snow  on  the  ground  when  there  came 
a heavy  fall  of  rain.  Just  west  of  Dean  street,  at 
the  head  of  Eountain  street,  which  then  ran  only 
to  Dean,  there  was  a deep  hollow  which  received 
the  surface  drainage  of  quite  a district  to  the  west- 
ward. This  hollow  was  called  Baker’s  Hollow.  The 
slope  to  it  from  the  High  street  side  was  quite 
steep,  and  was  the  favorite  resort  for  coasting  of 
the  boys  of  the  neighborhood.  This  heavy  rain 
added  to  the  snow  filled  the  hollow  to  overflow- 
ing. The  water  soon  made  for  itself  a channel 
down  Eountain  street  and  soon  became  a raging 


torrent.  It  ran  do^vn  Fountain  ‘street  to  about 
Lime  street,  where  it  turned  to  the  left  and  fol- 
lowed the  course  of  the  brook  before  referred  to. 
It  came  into  Fountain  street  again  under  the  corner 
of  the  house  on  the  corner  of  Trinity  and  Fountain 
streets,  carrying  away  a part  of  the  underpinning, 
and  in  its  course  it  came  near  carrying  away  Mr. 
Bourn’s  stable.  On  Fountain  street,  opposite  the 
rear  end  of  the  Trinity  street  lot,  there  was  a rub- 
ber factory  about  1842-1845,  and  he  well  remem- 
bers when  the  boiler  of  this  factory  exploded.  It 
went  over  the  Holmes’  brewery,  and  landed  on 
Rope  Walk  Hill  in  the  rear,  and  then  rolled  down 
into  what  is  now  Jackson  street,  but  which  was  then 
not  entirely  cut  through.  The  rubber  factory 
building  was  either  rebuilt  or  repaired  and  made 
over  into  a dwelling-house.  Holmes’  brewery  was 
on  the  corner  of  Jackson  and  Fountain  streets,  and 
was  quite  an'  institution,  though  compared  with 
the  breweries  of  to-day  it  must  have  been  a very 
small  affair.  The  brew'ery  was  owned  by  Oliver 
and  Otis  Holmes.  Oliver  Holmes  lived  on  the 
north  side  of  Fountain  street,  a little  below  Greene 
street.  Otis  lived  in  a cottage  just  west  of  the 
brewery.  On  the  opposite  corner  of  Jackson  street 
the  Holmeses  had  two  one-story  buildings ; that  on 
Fountain  street  was  used  as  a grocery  store,  and  the 
other,  which  was  close  to  it,  as  a storehouse.  Later 
on  the  two  were  altered  over  into  a two-story 
dwelling.  The  Holmeses  were  strong  Dorrites  in 
1842.  Mr.  Bourn  belonged  to  the  ‘‘Landowners’ 
Party,”  called  by  the  Dorrites  “Algerines.”  The 
Holmeses  were  suspected  of  having  arms  concealed 
in  their  storehouse  for  the  purpose  of  arming 
Dorrites  to  overthrow  by  force  the  existing  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Bourn,  who  was  first  lieutenant  in 
the  company  of  National  Cadets,  was  ordered  to 
take  a party  and  search  for  the  arms.  The  key  was 
refused  them,  so  they  broke  the  doors  open.  For  a 
number  of  years  the  Plolmeses  kept  a board  nailed 
across  one  of  the  broken  panels,  on  which  they  had 
painted  words  to  this  effect : “Broken  by  Algerines 
under  the  command  of  George  O.  Bourn.”  In  1842 
Mr.  Bourn  started  with  the  other  State  troops  for 
Acots’  Hill,  in  Chepachet,  to  capture  Dorr,  and  the 
soldiers  he  had  assembled  there.  The  State  troops 
attacked  Dorr’s  headquarters  on  Atwells  avenue,  at 
the  top  of  the  hill,  where  he  had  two  cannon  and 
quite  a number  of  men.  The  troops  very  foolishly 
marched  in  column  through  Aborn  street  and  up  the 
avenue,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  guns,  but  some 
one  in  command  seemed  to  have  recovered  a little 
common  sense,  and  just  before  reaching  the  top 
of  the  avenue  turned  the  troops  to  the  left  through 
an  alley  way  that  is  about  opposite  Trinity  street. 
There  was  a high  hill  that  then  extended  down  to 
this  lane.  Through  the  north  side  of  this  hill 
Atwells  avenue  had  been  cut,  so  that  the  troops, 
when  they  left  the  avenue,  were  not  only  protected 
by  the  hill  but  were  executing  a flank  movement. 
The  troops  halted  under  the  hill  for  a while,  dur- 
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ing  which  a compromise  of  some  kind  was  made 
and  the  Dorrites  evacuated  the  hill.  Mr.  Bourn 
took  part  in  this  movement  and  was  also  in  the 
Providence  arsenal  in  command  of  the  Cadets  when 
it  was  attacked  by  Dorr.  A few  years  after  the 
“war”  Mr.  Bourn  joined  the  Providence  Horse 
. Guards  and  continued  a member  for  a number  of 
years. 

In  the  Trinity  street  house  the  daughters,  Emma 
E.  and  Rachel,  were  born.  P'rom  there  the  family 
moved  about  1847  to  the  stone  house  on  the  east 
side  of  PMuntain  street,  just  above  P'ranklin  street, 
and  in  1853  to  the  house  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  Union  and  Happy  streets.  In  18^9  Mr.  Bourn 
bought  of  C.  C.  Potter  the  place  on  Greenwich 
street  between  Peace  and  Plenty  streets,  which 
formed  a part  of  the  old  Dr.  Dyer  estate.  In  this 
house  Mr.  Bourn  died  in  1859.  PMr  several  years 
he  had  been  troubled  with  chronic  bronchitis,  which 
compelled  him  to  seek  a warmer  climate  during 
the  winter  and  spring.  Pie  and  his  wife  went  for 
four  years  during  the  winter  to  Cuba,  stopping  a 
few  weeks  on  their  return  in  South  Carolina. 

About  1850  Mr.  Bourn  went  to  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  in  connection  with  a Mr.  Alfred  P'ar- 
ley  established  the  Montreal  Rubber  Company,  for 
the  manufacture  of  rubber  shoes.  This  was  the  first 
attempt  to  manufacture  such  goods  in  Canada.  The 
factory  was  on  the  Lachine  canal  and  was  quite 
extensive.  Bourn,  Brown  & Chaffee  were,  however, 
dissatisfied  with  the  managament  of  Mr.  Farley, 
and  therefore  withdrew  from  the  company  soon 
after  the  business  was  started.  In  the  course  of  a 
year  or  so  they  associated  wdth  themselves  Mr. 
Ashley  Hibbard,  of  Montreal,  and  under  the  name 
of  Browm,  Hibbard,  Bourn  & Co.  built  a large  fac- 
: tory  at  the  lower  end  of  the  city  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  all  kinds  of  vulcanized  rubber  goods.  Mr. 
Bourn  devoted  a large  part  of  his  time  to  the 
building  of  the  factory,  and  to  the  management  of 
the  business  until  it  was  well  under  way.  The 
business  rapidly  increased  in  volume  and  im- 
portance, and  soon  became  the  leading  . rubber 
manufactory  in  Canada.  Bourn,  Brown  & Chaffee, 
however,  found  it  to  their  interest  to  retire  en- 
tirely from  Canada,  and  after  a few'  years  sold  their 
share  of  the  business  to  James  Bishop,  of  New 
York.  The  concern  was  soon  afterw^ard  incor- 
porated, the  factory  being  enlarged  from  time  to 
time  as  the  business  increased,  and  it  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  in  North  America. 

Mr.  Bourn ‘joined  the  National  Cadet  Company 
quite  early.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Dorr  war 
he  was  the  first  lieutenant.  As  the  captain  was 
detailed  to  command  a battalion  or  regiment  Mr. 
Bourn  had  charge  of  the  company  during  the  wmr. 

[ A few  years  later  he  joined  the  Providence  Horse 
Guards,  seeming  to  prefer  cavalry  to  infantry. 
Colonel  Brown,  his  partner,  was  long  connected 
with  the  1st  Light  Infantry  Company,  and  after- 
ward with  the  Regiment  of  the  same  name.  He  was 


passionately  fond  of  his  organization  and  gave  it 
all  the  time  that  could  be  spared  from  his  busi- 
ness. During  his  command  the  company  and  the 
regiment  w'ere  very  flourishing,  being  the  crack  or- 
ganization of  the  State.  Mr.  Bourn  was  of  the 
full  average  height,  with  jet  black  hair  and  beard. 
He  was  very  erect,  had  a slightly  Roman  nose,  and 
his  eyes  in  his  later  years  were  well  sunk  in  their 
sockets  and  shaded  by  heavy  eyebrows.  He  was 
exceedingly  active  and  a very  hard  worker.  Nothing 
was  too  difficult  for  him  to  undertake.  In  the  rubber 
business  he  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  the  general 
management  of  the  factory  and  the  sale  of  the  goods. 
Colonel  Brown  attending  to  financial  matters  and 
Air.  Chaffee  to  the  practical  part  of  the  business. 
Air.  Chaffee  was  the  friend  and  companion  of 
Charles  Goodyear,  the  patentee  of  vulcanized  rub- 
ber, an  excellent  mechanic,  well  educated  and 
w'ell  acquainted  scientifically  with  the  manu- 
facture of  vulcanized  rubber.  Pie  assisted 
Goodyear  in  all  his  early  experiments  and 
many  people  who  knew  the  circumstances 
believed  that  Chaffee  was  the  real  inventor 
of  vulcanization.  Whether  this  was  so  or  not  there 
can  be  but  little-  doubt  that  it  was  through  his  ex- 
periments that  vulcanization  became  a practical  in- 
stead of  an  experimental  process.  Air.  Chaffee 
patented,  in  1836,  the  machinery  that  is  still  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  rubber.  No  improvement  in 
principle  has  ever  been  made  on  his  machines,  only 
in  the  direction  of  greater  strength  and  speed. 

Air.  Bourn  received  the  name  of  George  Os- 
born from  an  uncle  by  marriage  of  his  mother, 
Deborah  Bourn,  daughter  of  P'rancis  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sterns)  Bourn.  Deborah  Bourn  was  evidently 
named  after  her  mother’s  sister,  Deborah  Sterns, 
of  Salem,  Alass.  She  married  George  Osborn, 
who  was  either  a sea  captain  or  engaged  in  some 
way  with  shipping,  and  must  have  been  quite  a 
prominent  man,  as  the  house  he  lived  in  was  ap- 
praised at  $10,000.  He  died  July  18,  1808.  George 
O.  Bourn  was  born  July  4,  1809,  but  it  was  not 
until  1897  that  it  was  known  after  whom  he  was 
named.  In  the  fall  of  1897  Governor  Bourn  ex- 
amined the  Salem  records,  and  found  the  above 
mentioned  fact.  As  Deborah  Bourn  was  named 
after  her  aunt,  Deborah  (Sterns)  Osborn,  she 
named  George  O.  Bourn  after  her  aunt’s  husband, 
who  had  died  the  year  before.  It  has  been  said  in 
the  early  part  of  this  sketch  that  in  the  fall  of 
1822  his  father’s  family  was  entirely  broken  up. 
His  mother  and  two  sisters  died  within  a few  days 
of  each  other,  of  an  epidemic  that  raged  in  Somer- 
set. This  affliction  was  more  than  his  father 
(Stephen  Bourn)  could  bear,  and  within  eleven 
days  he  died  of  a broken  heart.  The  funeral  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Elder  Hazelton  from  the 
text  “Have  pity  upon  me.  Have  pity  upon  me,  O 
ye  my  friends ; for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched 
me.”  Job  XIX. 

(VII)  Augustus  Osborn  Bourn,  son  of  George 
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Osborn  Bourn,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  L,  Oct. 
I,  1834,  in  the  first  two-story  wooden  house  on  the 
south  side  of  Pawtuxet  street  (now  Broad  street), 
just  above  Chpstnut  street.  Two  or  three  years 
later  his  father  built  the  house  on  Trinity  street 
directly  opposite  Sabin  street,  and  his  first  recol- 
lection of  this  house  must  have  been  when  he 
was  only  about  four  years  old.  Mrs.  Mary  Arnold 
(a  widow)  lived  in  the  upper  tenement.  She  had 
two  daughters,  IMargaret  and  Sarah,  who  were  well- 
known  for  many  years  in  Providence  as  teachers, 
and  one  of  whom  gave  him  his  first  lessons  in  the 
alphabet  and  reading.  Next  he  was  sent  to  school 
on  the  west  side  of  Matthewson  street,  in  a build- 
ing long  used  by  Dr.  Whlcox  and  others  as  an 
office,  and  afterward  to  a school  in  the  east  end 
of  the  second  story  of  the  arcade,  and  to  a school 
kept  by  Luther  Ainsworth,  on  Orange  street,  be- 
tween Westminster  and  Weybosset  streets.  The 
schoolroom  was  in  the  second  story  of  the  build- 
ing, the  first  story  being  either  a tinman’s  shop  or 
used  as  a storeroom  for  sheet  iron,  etc.  The  pupils 
had  to  pass  through  this  store.  INlr.  Bourn  seemed 
to  have  a natural  propensity  to  play  truant  from 
all  these  .schools,  so  strong  that ' his  father  often 
sent  one  of  his  apprentices  to  school  with  the  lad, 
but  he  often  ran  away  at  the  first  opportunity. 
Next  he  was  sent  to  the  public  primary  school  on 
the  south  side  of  Federal  street,  where  a jMiss 
Lincoln  was  his  teacher.  The  building  was  one 
story  high,  with  a door  opening  in  the  nfiddle.  It 
was  heated  by  a wood  stove  and  the  pupils  had  to 
bring  the  wood  in  from  the  pile.  The  floors  were 
sanded  every  day  to  keep  them  clean,  and  a line 
drawn  down  the  middle  for  the  children  to  stand 
to  when  they  recited.  Whether  Miss  Lincoln  her- 
self or  her  teaching  was  more  to  his  liking  or  not 
Mr.  Bourn  does  not  remember,  but  he  does  know 
that  he  did  not  play  truant  any  more.  When  he  was 
six  years  old  he  entered  the  Fountain  street  gram- 
mar school,  Joshua  D.  Giddings,  principal,  and  Miss 
Stephens  and  Miss  Bowen,  assistants,  both  of  whom 
were  very  well  liked  by  all  the  scholars,  especially 
Miss  Bowen.  Remaining  at  this  school  until  he 
was  twelve  years  old,  in  September,  1847,  he  en- 
tered the  Providence  high  school,  on  Benefit  street. 
Mr.  Jillson,  teacher  of  the  third  or  lower  room, 
was  afterward  instructor  in  modern  languages  in 
Brown  University,  and  later  librarian  of  the  Con- 
gressional Library  at  Washington.  The  next  year 
young  Bourn  passed  to  the  second  room,  taught 
by  Isaac  Cady  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  who  afterward 
taught  many  years  in  Warren  and  Barrington,  R. 
1.  In  1849  he  entered  the  first  room,  and  remained 
there  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Albert  Hark- 
ness,  untill  he  entered  Brown  University  in  1851. 
Mr.  Harkness  was  afterward  a Professor  of  Greek 
in. the  Brown  University,  and  is  now  (1906)  the 
oldest  living  professor.  Mr.  Bourn  was  entered  at 
Brown  for  the  degree  of  M.  A.  This  was  the  first 
year  of  the  new  system  inaugurated  by  Dr.  Way- 


land.  The  class  was  by  far  the  largest  that  had  ever 
entered  the  * college,  greatly  to  the  encouragement 
of  the  Doctor,  but  for  some  reason  the  public  did 
not  give  the  s}'stem  the  support  it  deserved,  so 
that  with  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Wayland,  in  1855, 
the  college  returned  to  the  old  system.  The  subse- 
quent experience,  however,  of  this  and  other  coF 
leges,  shows  that  Dr.  Wayland  was  simply  thirty 
or  forty  years  ahead  of  his  time.  In  college  Mr. 
Bourn  had  the  instruction  of  such  teachers  as  Prof. 
Lincoln!  Latin),  Profs.  Boise  and  Wheeler  and  l\Ir. 
IMurray  (Greek),  Prof.  Caswell  (mathematics), 
Prof.  Chase  and  Mr.  Webster  (chemistry).  Prof. 
Chase  (natural  history).  Prof.  Dunn  (rhetoric  and 
literature),  Prof.  Gammell  (history).  Dr.  Wayland 
(philosophy),  Profs.  Day  and  Greene  (engineer- 
ing)- 

After  graduating  in  1855  IMr.  Bourn  at  once 
went  into'  the  rubber  business  with  his  father,  who 
was  then  a member  of  the  firm  of  Bourn,  Brown 
& Chaffee.  The  factory  was  on  Dorrance  street, 
corner  of  Clifford.  The  elder  IMr.  Bourn  had  for 
some  time  suffered  from  a bronchial  affection,  so 
that  he  was  compelled  during  the  winter  of  1855-56 
to  spend  several  months  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  to 
escape  the  rigors  of  our  winter.  During  several 
succeeding  years  he  was  obliged  to  spend  the  winter 
months  in  Cuba,  and  while  he  was  away  his  son 
Augustus  was  obliged  to  take  his  place  in  the 
business  as  far  as  possible.  His  time,  however, 
was  chiefly  spent  in  the  factory,  learning  the  de- 
tails of  the  business.  After  the  death  of  the  father, 
in  1859,  Augustus  O.  Bourn  took  his  place  in  the 
firm  until  it  was  incorporated  as  the  Providence 
Rubber  Company,  in  1861.  The  special  reason  for 
its  incorporation  was  that  Colonel  Brown  had  gone 
to  the  front  with  the  ist  Rhode  Island  Regiment, 
as  captain  of  the  ist  Light  Infantry  Company  of 
Providence.  It  was  therefore  thought  best  to  form 
a corporation,  so  as  to  avoid  any  complications  that 
might  arise  if  he  should  be  killed.  During  the  war 
the  company  made  large  quantities  of  vulcanized 
rubber  tent  blankets  for  the  army.  They  thereby 
became  involved  in  litigation  with  the  owners  of 
the  Goodyear  patents,  the  controversy  lasting  sev- 
eral years.  The  counsel  engaged  included  the  lead- 
ing lawyers  of  the  country.  For  the  plaintiff  there 
were  ex-Judge  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  William  M. 
Evarts  of  New  York,  Charles  Bradley  of  Provi- 
dence, George  Harding  of  Philadelphia ; for  the 
defense,  Caleb  Cushing  of  (Massachusetts,  Judge 
Black  of  Pennsylvania,  James  A.  Garfield  (after- 
ward President  of  the  United  States)  and  Abraham 
Payne,  of  Providence.  The  Providence  Rubber  Co. 
lost  the  case  and  had  to  pay  about  $325,000  dam- 
ages, most  of  which  amount  had  been  deposited  in 
court  several  years  before,  or  had  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  trustees  to  accumulate,  so  as  to  cover 
any  possible  judgment.  The  Goodyear  patent 
would  expire  in  1865.  In  anticipation  of  that  Mr. 
Bourn  induced  several  gentlemen  to  join  him  in 
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forming  the  National  Rubber  Company,  who  built 
what  was  then  considered  a very  large  factory  in 
Bristol.  In  1867  or  1868  the  Providence  Company 
consolidated  with  the  National  and  removed  their 
machinery  and  equipment  to  Bristol.  Mr.  Bourn 
was  the  treasurer  from  1865  to  1887.  The  estab- 
lishment became  the  principal  industry  of  the  town 
and  it  still  enjoys  that  distinction.  The  consoli- 
dated company  at  Bristol  employed  nearly  1,100 
men,  giving  work  to  at  least  half  the  population 
of  the  place.  Its  yearly  output  had  a value  of  more 
than  $2,500,000.  Since  1887  hlr.  Bourn  has  been 
engaged  in  the  rubber  business  at  Providence.  As 
stated,  the  Providence  concern  was  merged  into 
the  new  company  at  Bristol  in  1867.  It  was, 
however,  re-established  in  its  present  location  in 
1894,  reorganized  as  the  Bourn  Rubber  Company, 
and  incorporated  under  that  name  in  1901. 

Governor  Bourn  was  connected  for  many  years 
with  the  Providence  Horse  Guards  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  ist  Battalion  of 
Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  From  1876  to  1883,  and 
from  1886  to  1888,  he  represented  Bristol  in  the 
State  Senate.  From  1877  to  1883  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Finance  and  a member  of 
the  Judiciary  committee.  He  was  the  author  of 
the  late  “Bourn  Amendment"  to  the  constitution  of 
Rhode  Island.  In  its  original  form  the  constitution 
limited  the  voting  power  of  the  foreign-born  to 
j owners  of  real  estate.  At  the  session  of  1887-88 
' various  acts  looking  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
franchise  in  respect  to  those  citizens  were  intro- 
! duced  into  the  Legislature,  and  among  them  an 
j act  of  Governor  Bourn  granting  naturalized  citizens 
equal  franchise  rights  with  nativje-born  citizens, 

, which  was  reported  in  its  original  form  by  the 
I joint  special  committee,  passed  by  two  Legisla- 
tures, and  adopted  by  a vote  of  tbe  people.  In 
, 1883  he  was  nominated  for  governor  by  the  Re- 
publicans, and  received  13,068  votes,  his  opponent, 
William  Sprague,  candidate  for  the  Democrats  and 
independents,  receiving  10,201,  and  the  candidate 
for  the  Independent  Democrats  726.  He  wms  re- 
elected in  1884,  by  a total  of  15,936,  .and  the 
scattering  votes  numbered  13.  In  1889  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Harrison,  United  States 
consul-general  to  Italy,  and  retained  that  re- 
sponsible post  until  1893.  He  then  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  resumed  the  rubber  business  in 
Providence.  While  in  the  State  Senate  Gov. 
Bourn  delivered  before  that  body  memorial  ad- 
' dresses  on  President  Garfield,  General  Burnside, 
Hon.  John  F.  Tobey  and  Henry  B.  Anthony.  He 
also  delivered  before  the  citizens  of  Bristol  a 
memorial  address  on  the  death  of  Gen.  U.  S. 
Grant. 

Governor  Bourn  is  a member  of  numerous  so- 
cieties and  clubs,  is  a member  of  the  Brown  Chapter 
of  the  Greek  letter  society  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  of  What 
Cheer  Lodge  of  iXIasons,  and  of  Cavalry  Com- 
mander}-, Knights  Templar. 


On  Feb.  26,  1863,  Governor  Bourn  married 
Elizabeth  Roberts  Morrill,  daughter  of  David 
C.  and  Mary  Mansfield  (Wentworth)  Morrill, 
of  Epping,  N.  H.  Both  the  Wentworth  and  IMor- 
rill  families  came  early  to  New  England,  and  have 
been  among  the  most  prominent  of  that  section. 
To  Governor  Bourn  and  his  wife  have  come  the 
following  children:  (i)  Augustus  Osborn  Bourn, 
Jr.,  was  born  May  5,  1865,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  city,  attending  the  Uni- 
versity Grammar  School  and  Brown  University. 
He  studied  law  at  Harvard  Law  School  and  the 
Columbia  University,  Washington,  D.  C.,  from 
which  latter  institution  he.  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  was  for  some 
years  located  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Denver, 
Colo.,  but  is  now  a resident  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  (2)  Stephen  Wentworth  Bourn  was  born 
April  5,  1877,  and  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  graduated.  (3)  Elizabeth  R.  Bourn. 
(4)  Alice  M.  W.  Bourn. 

JOFIN  BARCLAY  EOSTER,  son  of  Ethan 
and  Anna  A.  Foster,  was  born  at  his  residence.  No. 
94  High  street.  Westerly,  R.  L,  Sept.  27,  1841,  and 
there  he  died  April  7,  1901.  His . education  was 
acquired  in  the  schools  of  the  town,  followed  by 
several  winters’  attendance  at  the  P'riends’  School  in 
Providence.  W hen  his  education  was  considered 
complete,  he  became  a clerk  in  the  Phenix  National 
Bank,  where  his  father  had  been  cashier  since  1836. 
In  1865  the  father  retired  and  the  son,  who  had 
been  the  father's  assistant,  took  his  place,  and  held 
the  position  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
Alechanics  Savings  Bank  was  organized  in  1870, 
Henry  PMster  being  treasurer  until  1882,  when  J. 
Barclay  Foster  combined  with  his  duties  as  cashier 
of  the  National  Bank  those  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Savings  Bank,  continuing  also  in  that  position  until 
his  death.  *\Ir.  Foster’s  abilities  in  these  positions 
were  recognized  by  all  who  had  dealings  with  the 
two  institutions. 

Air.  Foster  was  a public-spirited  man,  striving 
to  do  his  duty  as  a citizen  of  the  town.  State  and 
county.  He  did  not  seek  office,  but  was  always 
willing  to  shoulder  any  burden  jilaced  upon  him. 
At  one  time  he  was  trustee  of  School  District  No. 
I,  of  Westerly,  and  for  some  time,  he  was  a com- 
missioner of  highways  in  the  town.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Friends  Society.  Air.  Foster, 
though  not  well,  continued  his  bank  duties  up  to 
the  close  of  business  Friday  night,  his  death  oc- 
curring the  following  Sunday  morning  April  7, 
1901.  To  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  F.  Perry,' 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Temperance  (Foster) 
Perry,  came  the  following  children : W^illiam  Wil- 
bur, born  Oct.  3,  1869;  John  Barclay,  born  Feb. 
27,  1871,  died  xTpril  5,  1871  ; Alary  E.,  born  Aug. 
6,  1872 ; Alice  Phebe,  born  June  8,  1874,  married 
June  25.  1896,  Samuel  S.  Pennock,  of  Lansdowue. 
Pa.,  and  has  children:  Charles  F.  (born  April  9, 
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1897),  Samuel  S.,  Jr.,  (born  March  18,  1901),  and 
Helen  Cadwakler  (born  Nov.  i,  1904)  ; Helen  G., 
born  April  28,  1876;  Charles  Perry,  born  Aug.  31, 
1877,  died  ]\Iarch  27,  1882;  Anna  Ferry,  born  June 
28,  1883,  died  Feb.  4,  1885 ; and  Eva  Lucy,  born 
April  25,  1886,  married  June  23,  1906,  Horatio 
Nelson  Willits,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

HAIL  (Warren  Family).  The  Hale,  Hail  or 
Haile  family  has  been  a conspicuous  one  in  New 
England  and  the  country  since  the  first  settlement 
of  the  former  section,  descendants  of  the  various 
emigrants  of  the  name,  in  general  spelled  Hale. 
Here  in  this  section,  including  what  was  originally 
Rehoboth  and  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  what  has  be- 
come Warren  and  vicinity,  Rhode  Island,  the  family 
has  been  a continuous  one,  although  not  numerous, 
since  the  closing  years  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

'(I)  The  vital  records  of  the  town  of  Swansea 
reveal  the  children,  perhaps  only  in  part,  of  Richard 
and  Mary  (Bullock)  Haile  (the  latter  a daughter 
of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Ingraham  Bullock)  as; 
John,  born  in  1678;  Richard,  born  Dec.  22,  1681; 
Elizabeth,  July  23,  1685;  Hannah,  May  8,  1690; 
Rose,  May  30,  1692;  Patience,  July  3,  1694; 
Barnard ; and  William.  Richard  Haile,  the  father, 
died  Sept.  29,  1720,  and  was  buried  in  Kickemuet 
cemetery.  This  Richard  Haile  may  have  been  the 
Richard  Hailes  who  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
Newport,  R.  L,  in  1675,  and  who  in  that  same  year 
was  made  a freeman  of  the  Colony. 

(II)  John  Haile,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary 
(Bullock);  born  in  1678,  married  Hannah  Tilling- 
hast,  daughter  of  Rev.  Pardon  and  Lydia  (Tabor) ) 
Tillinghast,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He  died  Feb.  19, 
1718. 

(III)  Barnard  Haile,  born  Sept.  15,  1709,  son 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Tillinghast),  married  Han- 
nah Wheaton,  and  one  of  their  children  was  Amos, 
born  in  1736.  Barnard  Haile  died  April  ^4,  1738. 

(IV^)  Amos  Haile,  born  in  1736,  son  of 
Barnard  and  Hannah  (Wheaton),  married.  May 
18,  1758,  Ruth  Estabrooks  (spelled  elsewhere 

Easterbrooks).  She  was  born  Nov.  19,  I739) 
her  death  occmred  July  5,  1809.  They  were  the 
progenitors  of  the  Warren  branch  of  the  Hale 
family,  and  the  Flales  were  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Warren  through  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  Warren  Church  was 
a very  flourishing  one,  it  being  a branch  of  the  old 
Baptist  Church  at  Swansea,  and  later  the  church 
associated  with  Rhode  Island  College  (now  Brown 
University).  It  was  from  this  Warren  family  that 
was  descended  the  late  George  Hail,  of  Providence 
and  Warren,  long  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  Providence,  and  the  founder 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Warren,  which  bears 
his  name.  The  children  of  Amos  and  Ruth  (Esta- 
brooks) Haile,  according  to  Warren  town  records, 
were:  Barnard,  born  May  3,  1759;  Sarah,  April 
16,  1761;  Hannah,  Aug.  16,  1763;  Coomer,  July 


28,  1765;  Amos,  July  7,  1767;  and  Benjamin,  Jan. 
16,  1770.  Amos  Haile,  the  father,  died  Aug-.  2k 
1818. 

(V)  Barnard  Haile,  son  of  Amos  and  Ruth, 
born  May  3,  1759,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
being  a private  in  Capt.  Curtis  Cole’s  Company, 
Col.  Nathan  Miller’s  regiment,  in  1781.  He  mar^ 
ried  Mary  Bardihe,  born  April  ii,  1767,  daughter 
of  Nathan  Bardine,  the  latter  a private  in  Capt. 
Robert  Carr’s  Company,  Col.  Nathan  Miller’s  regi- 
ment in  1778.  The  children  of  this  union,  of  War- 
ren town  record,  were:  Mary,  born  April  24,  1778; 
Betsey,  Aug.  26,  1790;  and  George,  June  12,  1793. 
Those  of  Bristol  town  record  were : Gardner,  born 
Aug.  30,  1795;  and  . Mary  Ann,  Jan.  15,  1798. 
Barnard  Haile,  the  father,  died  May  8,  1847, 
eighty-eight  years,  and  his  wife  Mary  passed  away 
March  7,  1802. 

(VI)  George  Hail,  son  of  Barnard  and  Mary, 
was  born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  June  12,  1793.  In  his 
childhood  and  early  youth  he  attended  the  village 
school,  but  his  opportunities  for  study  and  mental 
improvement  were  very  limited.  At  twelve  years 
of  age  he  left  home  and  for  some  time  worked  on 
a farjn  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Bristol,  from  there 
removing  to  Providence,  where  he  secured  employ- 
ment as  a grocer’s  clerk  and  soon  won  the  confi- 
dence of  his  employers  by  his  integrity  and  habits 
of  industry.  He  subsequently  carried  on  the  grocery 
business  for  many  years  in  Providence,  and  in  the 
course  of  business  transactions  came  into  possession 
by  purchase  of  shares  of  stock  of  the  Eagle  Screw 
Company,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  see  the 
possibilities  of  the  screw  business.  When  William 
C.  Angell  was  making  his  early  and  earnest  efforts 
to  establish  the  manufacture  of  screws  by  ma- 
chinery in  Providence  in  1837-38,  Mr.  Hail  was  his 
chief  adviser  and  supporter,  and  when  the  Eagle 
Screw  Company  was  chartered  and  organized  in 
1838-39,  he  was  one  of  the  principal  member-s  and 
its  largest  stockholder — relations  which  he  main- 
tained ever  after.  The  high  position,  large  posses- 
sions and  unrivaled  business  success  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  American  Screw  Company  were  ad- 
mitted to  be  justly  attributable  to  the  energy,  in- 
tegrity, determination  and  tenacity  of  purpose  of 
Mr.  Hail,  and  it  was  his  judicious  advice  and  liberal 
financial  aid  that  carried  the  company  safely  through 
all  its  early  embarrassments  and  monetary  vicissi- 
tudes. In  1839  on  the  organization  of  the  Eagle 
Screw  Company,  Mr.  Hail  was  elected  one  of  its 
two  directors,  and  the  next  year  the  name  was 
changed  from  directors  to  finance  committee.  In 
this  capacity,  having  for  a colleague,  Asa  Pearse, 
he  served  that  company  until  it  was  merged  into 
the  American  Screw  Company  in  i860.  Mr.  Hail 
happily  lived  to  enjoy  the  wonderful  success  of  the 
great  business  he  had  so  largely  aided  in  creating 

a result  he  had  always  confidently  predicted ; and 
he  saw  the  wisdom  of  his  policy  indorsed  and  sup- 
ported by  all  his  former  opponents,  and  the  busi- 
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ness,  so  great  a factor  in  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  Providence,  was  firmly  and  permanently  estab- 
lished. His  early  associates  in  this  business,  all 
incorporators  in  the  Eagle  Screw  Company,  were ; 
John  Gorham,  James  Humphreys,  John  Proctor, 
Pardon  Miller,  William  G.  Angell,  Jabez  Gorham, 
James  M.  Warner,  Benjamin  Holbrook,  Jonah 
Steere,  Sylvanus  G.  Martin,  Philip  W.  iMartin, 
Arnold  Whipple,  Thomas  Proctor,  John  Barstow, 
Whiting  Metcalf  and  Stanton  Thurber. 

Mr.  Hail  was  for  some  time  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  religious  interests  of  the  community. 
After  his  removal  to  Providence  he  attended  the 
First  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church  of  Provi- 
dence, on  Benefit  street.  In  1832  he  united  with 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  but  in  1855,  with  others, 
he  united  in  the  formation  of  the  Brown  street  (now 
the  Union)  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Hail  was  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee  for  the  erection  of 
this  house  of  worship,  to  which  and  to  the  payment 
of  current  expenses,  he  contributed  liberally,  and 
at  his  death  he  left  $20,000  with  the  provision  that 
the  income  derived  therefrom  should  be  expended 
for  the  salary  of  the  preachers  of  that  church. 

Mr.  Hail’s  first  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Gibbs,  born 
Jan.  8,  1798,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Allen) 
Gibbs,  and  she  died  Aug.  9,  1857.  On  Aug.  20, 
1861,  Mr.  Hail  married  Mrs.  Martha  N.  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Alary  (Davis)  Perry.  Dur- 
ing his  last  years  Mr.  Hail  returned  to  his  native 
town  to  live,  and  here,  in  the  retirement  of  a quiet 
village,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends,  he 
passed  away  Dec.  8,  1873.  To  George  and  Mary 
Ann  (Gibbs)  Hail  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Alary,  born  Aug.  ii,  1819,  married  Barton 
Aliller;  Elizabeth  Gibbs,  born  Sept.  25,  1821,  died 
Dec.  26,  1896;  Caroline  Frances,  born  Dec.  25, 
1823,  married  Lucius  Lyon ; George  Gibbs,  born 
Jan.  9,  1826;  Ellen  Alaria,  born  Feb.  3,  1828,  mar- 
ried John  A.  Brown;  Charlotte  Eudora,  born  Dec. 
9,  1830,  died  Alay  20,  1833;  Sarah  Patterson,  born 
Sept.  8,  1833,  married  Richard  A.  Lewis,  and  their 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Eddy,  married  Carlton  AI. 
Moody;  Nathan  Bardine,  born  Nov.  14,  1835;  and 
Anne  Eudora,  born  Jan.  2,  1838,  died  Dec.  4,  1841. 

(VH)  George  Gibbs  Hail,  son  of  George, 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  9,  1826,  and  his 
education  was  received  principally  at  private  schools 
in  his  native  city.  When  seventeen  years  old,  April 
14,  1842,  to  satisfy  his  adventurous  spirit,  he  em- 
barked on  the  ship  “North  America,”  then  bound 
for  a voyage  from  Warren,  R.  L,  to  Australia,  on 
the  western  coast  of  which  country  the  ship  was 
wrecked  April  15,  1843.  The  lives  of  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  were  saved,  however,  and  on  April 
25,  1843,  Air.  Hail  took  passage  on  the  schooner 
“Chance”  (British),  bound  to  Albany,  King 
George’s  Sound,  Australia.  This  vessel  was 
wrecked  the  following  day,  but  Air.  Hail  survived 
and  reached  Australia  safely.  After  remaining  in 
that  country  for  several  months,  he  sailed  for  the 
24 


United  States  in  the  ship  “Black  Warrior,”  and 
landed  at  New  London,  Conn.,  Alarch  i,  1845. 
Soon  after  his  return  he  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father,  with  whom  he  remained  until  about 
Sept.  I,  1847,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of 
yuincy  & Delapierre,  hardware  merchants  of  New 
York  City.  With  this  company  he  remained  until 
the  discovery  of  gold  was  made  in  California,  w-hen 
he  fell  a victim  to  what  was  known  as  tlie  gold 
fever,  and  joining  a company  of  about  twenty  ship- 
masters and  sailors,  built  and  equipped  the  schooner 
"Charles  Herbert,”  in  which,  on  Dec.  5,  he  sailed 
for  San  Francisco.  After  a perilous  voyage,  in 
which  the  schooner  narrowly  escaped  being  wrecked 
in  the  Straits  of  Alagellan,  the  party  reached  its 
destination,  June  30,  1850.  Air.  Hail  remained  in 
California  but  a few  months,  as  the  climate  severely 
affected  his  health,  and  about  the  2d  of  October  of 
that  year,  he  sailed  on  the  bark  “Rbodes”  for  Hong 
Kong,  where  he  arrived  on  the  19th  of  November. 
He  remained  in  China  about  six  months,  and  on  the 
i8th  of  March  sailed  for  New  York,  arriving 
August  7th.  In  December,  1851,  Air.  Hail,  having 
returned  to  Providence,  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
leather  business  with  his  brother-in-law,  John  A. 
Brown,  the  firm  being  known  as  Browrt  & Hail, 
and  this  partnership  continued  for  seven  years,  when 
it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Air.  Hail  con- 
tinued in  the  leather  business  until  Jan.  i,  1871, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
lines  (cordage)  and  kindred  articles.  In  this  busi- 
ness he  continued  until  his  death,  which  event 
occurred  Dec.  ii,  1872,  in  Providence.  Air.  Hail 
was  but  forty-seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  was  caused  by  an  attack  of  typhoid 
fever,  to  which  he  succumbed  in  ten  days. 

On  Sept.  21,  1853,  Air.  Hail  married  Angeline 
A.  Angell,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Fidelia  (Bar- 
ney) Angell,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Angell,  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion, the  line  being  as  follows : Thomas,  John, 
John  (2),  Stephen,  Ezekiel,  Richard,  Anthony,  and 
Angeline  A.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  Air.  and 
Airs.  Hail,  two  sons  still  survive.  Air.  Hail  was 
frank,  and  generous  to  a fault,  and  was  of  the 
strictest  integrity.  He  was  a member  of  the  Provi- 
dence First  Light  Infantry  Company,  and  of  the 
old  volunteer  fire  department  of  Providence,  being 
assistant  foreman  of  Hydralion  No.  2.  Airs.  Hail 
died  Sept.  25,  1893.  Their  children  were:  Augusta, 
born  Alay  26,  1856,  died  Alay  27,  1856;  George 
Anthony,  born  Jan.  17,  1858,  died  Nov.  6,  1865; 
Edward  Lyon,  born  Alarch  22,  1862;  and  George, 
born  Nov.  3,  1867,  married  Alary  Kimball,  daughter 
of  Hannibal  Ingalls  and  Alary  (Cook)  Kimball,  of 
Norway,  Alaine,  and  latterly  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  Air. 
Kimball  was  director  general  of  the  first  cotton 
exposition  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1881,  and  was  also 
president  of  the  board  of  judges  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Alanufactures  at  the  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition  at  Chicago,  1893.  He  was  widely  known 
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through  his  connection  with  large  industrial  move- 
ments. His  death  occurred  April  27,  1895. 

(VII)  Nathan  B.  Hail,  son  of  George  and 
Mary  Ann  (Gibbs)  Hail,  was  born  in  Providence 
Nov.  14,  1835,  and  in  his  native  city  he  received 
his  education.  He  spent  eight  years  in  the  earth- 
enware and  chinaware  business  in  Providence,  hav- 
ing the  leading  store  in  the  city,  and  the  next 
eighteen  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  California. 
In  1864  Mr.  Hail  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Stanton, 
daughter  of  George  Stanton,  of  Washington  county, 
and  one  daughter  was  born  to  this  union,  Catherine 
Stanton,  who  died  young. 

GARDINER  or  GARDNER.  In  writing  the 
history  tdI  a family  whose  first  ancestor  is  found 
early  in  the  17th  century  it  is  often  necessary  to  dis- 
card many  traditions  cherished  for  centuries  by 
descendants,  more  especially  as,  in  the  case  of  the 
Gardiner  family,  these  traditions  cannot  be  substan- 
tiated by  documentary  proofs  or  the  slightest  docu- 
mentary evidence. 

In  an  old  family  Bible,  in  a record  made  in  1790, 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  name  of 
Gardiner  is  found  in  Colonial  records,  and  one 
hundred  years  after  George  Gardiner’s  death,  the 
statement  is  made  that  the  first  ancestor  of  the  fam- 
ily was  Joseph,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Gardiner, 
Knight,  the  birth  and  death  corresponding  fairly 
well  to  the  birth  and  death  of  George  Gardiner.  He 
was  evidently  an  educated  man  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Colony.  He  was  admitted 
an  inhabitant  of  Newport  in  1638,  and  in  1640  was 
present  at  a General  Court  of  election,  from  that 
time  until  his  death  in  1677  his  name  often  appear- 
ing in  the  public  records.  In  the  Colonial  records 
the  name  is  spelled  Gardner  or  Gardener  until  1670, 
when  we  find  it  occasionally  Gardiner.  After  1780 
the  name  is  indexed  as  Gardner  or  Gardiner. 

In  “Burke’s  Commoner,”  many  families  are 
given  as  Gardner,  and  as  many  more  as  Gardiner, 
but  as  the  family  arms  have  a curious  similarity  the 
evidence  points  to  a common  ancestor.  The  Rox- 
bur}^  records  give:  Thomas  Gardner,  born  in  Eng- 
land, died  in  Rjxbury  in  November,  1638.  His 
aged  widow  was  buried  Oct.  7,  1658.  His  son, 
Thomas,  born  in  England,  married  in  Roxbury  in 
1641.  Now  these  dates,  curiously  enough,  support 
perfectly  the  supposition  that  George  Gardiner  of 
Newport  may  have  been  an  elder  son  of  Thomas  of 
Roxbury.  Pliis  supposition  is  somewhat  strength- 
ened by  the  fact  that  Caleb  Gardiner,  grandson  of 
Thomas,  settled  in  Newport  and  died  there,  drawn 
thither  possibly  by  the  fact  that  his  relatives  were 
already  established  at  that  place. 

Some  time  not  far  from  1640  George  Gardiner 
married  Herodias  (Long)  Wickes.  She  made  the 
statement  that  she  was  married  to  John  Wickes  in 
London  without  the  knowledge  of  her  friends,  when 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  of  age.  Soon 
after  coming  to  Rhode  Island  he  deserted  her,  go- 


ing to  New  Amsterdam,  or,  as  she  expressed  it,  “to 
the  Dutch,”  taking  with  him  most  of  her  property, 
left  to  her  by  her  mother.  The  marriage  to  George 
Gardiner  was  rather  irregular  in  form,  - consisting 
in  their  going  before  some  friends  and  declaring 
themselves  husband  and  wife.  As  she  was  a 
Quaker,  and  a fanatic  at  that,  cheerfully  walking  . 
from  Newport  to  Boston  with  a young  child  in  her 
arms  to  receive  a whipping  at  the  post  for  her  re- 
ligious beliefs,  possibly  she  would  not  consent  to 
be  married  after  the  established  forms.  According 
to  her  own  account,  George  neglected  her,  ana 
would  not  provide  for  her  numerous  family.  It 
may  have  been  her  pressing  needs,  and  it  may  have 
been  the  superior  attractions  of  John  Porter,  with 
his  great  wealth  in  lands  (he  being  one  of  the 
original  Pettaquamscutt' purchasers)  and  his  prom- 
ises to  provide  for  her  children,  that  awakened  her 
religious  scruples  about  the  legality  of  her  marriage 
with  George  Gardiner;  at  any  rate  she  petitioned 
the  General  Assembly  for  a divorce,  which  was 
granted,  thus  proving  the  legality  of  her  marriage. 
John  Porter,  having  very  conveniently  obtained  a 
divorce  from  his  wife,  married  Herodias,  and  faith- 
fully kept  his  promises,  giving  large  farms  of  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  to  each  of  her  sons,  and  possibly 
daughters,  for  the  land  of  John  Watson,  who  mar- 
ried two  of  her  daughters,  joined  the  Gardiner 
lands. 

George  Gardiner  married  for  his  second  wife 
Lydia  Bolton,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Susannah 
Bolton.  The  children  by  his  first  wife  were : Ben- 
oni,  born  in  1645  (or  i647)>  died  in  1731;  Henry, 
born  in  1645  (0)  died  in  1744,  married  twice,  his 
first  wife  being  Joan,  his  second  Abigail,  widow  of 
John  Remington,  and  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Abigail  (Davis)  Richmond;  George  married  Feb. 
13,  1670,  Tabitha  Tefft,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Tefft;  William,  born  in  1651  (?),  died  in  1711 
(his  wife  was  named  Elizabeth)  ; Nicholas,  born  in 
1654,  married  Hannah;  Dorcas,  born  in  1654,  mar- 
ried in  1675  John  Watson;  and  Rebecca,  who  be- 
came the  second  wife  of  John  Watson,  was  prob- 
ably the  infant  still  at  breast  carried  by  her  mother 
to  Boston  in  1658.  The  children  born  to  the  sec- 
ond marriage  of  George  Gardiner  were : Joseph, 
who  married  Nov.  30,  1693,  Catherine  Holmes, 
daughter  of  John  and  Frances  (Holden)  Holmes, 
and  She  married  (second)  Daniel  Wightman;  Ly- 
dia, who  married  April  4,  1684,  Joseph  Smith,  son 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Whipple)  Smith;  Mary;  Pere- 
grene ; Robert,  who  died  in  Providence  in  1690,  his 
will  being  filed  April  28,  1690;  and  Jeremiah,  who 
was  married  in  1711,  his  wife’s  name  being  Grace. 

(II)  Benoni  Gardiner,  son  of  George,  was  born 
in  1647.  Li  1727  he  gave  his  age  in  testimony  as 
ninety  ana  upward,  but  this  would  make  his  birth 
in  1637,  before  his  mother  was  left  by  her  first  hus- 
band, consequently  must  be  an  error  and  accounts 
for  the  family  traditions  of  the  great  age  attained 
by  these  men.  In  1671  he  took  the  oath  of 
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allegiance,  and  was  probably  married  about  this 
time  or  earlier,  as  his  son  William  was  born  that 
year.  On  July  29,  1679,  he  and  forty-one  others  of 
Nairrangansett  signed  a petition  to  the  King  pray- 
ing that  he  would  “put  an  end  to  their  difficulties 
about  the  government,  thereof  which  hath  been  so 
fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  the  place ; animosities  still 
arising  in  public  minds  as  they  stand  affected  to 
this  or  that  government.”  On  Sept.  18,  1705,  Be- 
noni  Gardiner  deeded  to  son  Nathaniel  100  acres, 
and  on  the  same  day  deeded  to  son  Stephen  dwel- 
ling house,  orcha^rd,  etc.  In  1713  he  and  his  wife 
deeded  land  to  a son  Isaac.  On  Nov.  17,  1705,  he 
and  Henry,  George,  William  and  Nicholas  Gardi- 
ner, and  John  Watson,  all  of  Kings  Town,  and 
Mary,  Tabitha,  Joan,  Elizabeth  and  Hannah  Gardi- 
ner and  Rebecca  Watson,  their  wives,  sold  John 
Potter  410  acres,  bounded  partly  by  a branch  of 
Point  Judith  pond,  for  £150,  said  sum  to  be  paid  to 
Thomas  Wickes,  of  Flushing,  Long  Island.  Be- 
noni  Gardiner  died  about  1731,  and  his  wife  Jan. 
16,  1729,  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law.  Job  Sher- 
man, in  Portsmouth,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Their 
children  were:  William,  born  in  1671,  married 
Abigail  Remington,  and  died  Dec.  4,  1732;  Nathan- 
iel was  born  in  1673  or  1674;  Stephen,  born  in  1668, 
married  Amy  Sherman,  and  died  Feb.  9,  17431 
Isaac,  born  Jan.  6,  1687,  married  Elizabeth  Davis; 
Bridget  married  Job  Sherman ; and  Benoni,  born 
in  1696,  married  Sarah  Rogers,  and  died  in  New- 
port, June  25,  1758. 

(HI)  Nathaniel  Gardiner,  son  of  Benoni,  born 
in  1673  or  1674,  died  in  1734.  In  1705  his  father 
gave  him  by  deed  100  acres,  “being  the  west-half 
of  the  farm  where  I now  live.”  This  is  probably 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Isaac  Nichols  farm,  near 
the  foot  of  Tower  Hill.  In  1705  Benoni  Gardiner 
married,  his  wife’s  name  being  Mary.  In  his  will 
he  mentions  his  wife  Mary,  son  Benjamin,  farm  in 
East  Greenwich  of  272  acres,  son  Nathaniel,  son 
Job,  and  daughters  Mary  Kenyon  and  Dorcas  Tib- 
bitts.  His  children  were:  Benjamin,  born  Feb. 
26,  1706,  who  married  Mary  Howland;  May,  born 
Nov.  30,  1707,  who  married  John  Kenyon,  Jr.; 
Penelope,  born  Oct.  9,  1709;  Dorcas,  born  June 
10,  1712,  who  married  George  Tibbitts,  Jr.;  Na- 
thaniel, born  June  16,  1714;  and  Job,  born  July  23, 
1723,  who  married  Ann  Fry.  All  but  the  last  of 
these  children  are  recorded  in  North  Kingstown. 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Gardiner  (2)  son  of  Nathaniel, 
was  born  June  16,  1714,  and  was  admitted  a free- 
man from  South  Kingstown  in  1735.  He  married 
in  1734,  Sarah  Pierce,  and  their  children  were: 
Nathaniel,  born  May  18,  1735 ; Sarah,  born  Aug.  21, 
1736,  who  married  John  Clarke;  Paris,  born  July 
28,  1743;  James,  born  May  20,  1746,  who  married 
Abigail  Tefft;  and  Dorcas,  who  married  James 
Clarke. 

(V)  Paris  Gardiner,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2),  was 
born  July  28,  1743.  He  was  an  officer  during  'the 
Revolutionary  war,  serving  several  years  as  captain. 


His  children  were : Oliver ; Mary,  who  married 
Joshua  Curtis;  and  Susan,  born  Nov.  3,  1773,  who 
married  Peter  Holley,  and  died  June  24,  1855. 

~(VI)  Oliver  Gardiner,  son  of  Paris,  was  married 
March  i,  1796,  to  Abigail,  daughter  of  Daniel  Tefft, 
and  their  children  were:  Benjamin;  Henry;  Al- 
dridge; Robert;  Arnold;  Nelson;  Stephen,  who 
married  Eliza  Tefft;  Harriet,  and  Eliza. 

*"(VH)  Stephen  Gardner,  son  of  Oliver,  was  born 
Feb.  24,  1813,  and  died  Jan.^o,  1882.  He  married 
Eliza  Jane  Tefft,  daughter  of  Elijah  Tefft,  and  she 
died  IMarch  6,  1877,  aged  sixty-one  years,  ten 
months,  twenty-eight  days.  Their  children  were : 
Frances  K.  married  Benjamin  F.  Brown,  who  is 
now  deceased,  and  has  one  child,  Charles  F. ; Julia 
Ann  married  (first)  Daniel  Brown,  who  is  deceased, 
and  (second)  William  C.  Gardiner;  Thomas  Alfred 
was  born  April  6,  1844;  (Mary  E.  married  Samuel 
Pendleton ; Elisha  died  in  infancy ; Abby,  also  died 
young.  Stephen  Gardner,  the  father  of  this  fam- 
ily, lived  in  South  Kingstown  all  of  his  life,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  Kingstown  Hill.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Kingstown  Congregation- 
al Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat,  but 
in  later  years  became  a Republican,  and  was  court 
messenger  for  a number  of  years  at  Kingston. 

-^VHI)  Thomas  Alfred  Gardner,  son  of 
Stephen,  was  born  on  Kingstown  Hill,  April  6, 
1844,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  Rev.  J.  H.  Wells’  private  school.  He  be- 
gan his  business  career  as  clerk  in  a store  at  Kings- 
ton, later  engaging  in  business  there  for  himself. 
Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
at  the  corner  of  High  and  Bridgham  streets.  Prov- 
idence, with  the  late  William  C.  Clarke,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Clarke  & Gardner,  but  returned  to 
Kingston  and  engaged  again  in  business  there,  be- 
coming postmaster  and  clerk  of  the  court,  often  try- 
ing cases  in  the  absence  of  the  justice.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  auditor  of  the  town  treasurer’s 
reports.  From  1880  until  1884  Mr.  Gardner  was  as- 
sistant postmaster  at  Wakefield,  and  was  engagea 
in  a general  merchandise  business  in  the  building 
where  his  real  estate  office  now  is,  with  B.  W.  Pal- 
mer, under  the  firm  name  of  T.  A.  Gardner  & Co. 
About  1886  Mr.  Gardner  retired  from  the  mercan- 
tile business  to  devote  his  time  to  the  insurance 
brokerage  business,  placing  the  policies  through  the 
late  James  Monroe  Pendleton,  of  Westerly.  He 
represents  ten  fire  and  marine  companies.  Mr. 
Gardner  has  served  as  guardian,  administrator  and 
executor  of  over  forty  large  estates,  and  in  this 
connection  acted  as  agent  of  the  real  estate  in  South 
Kingstown  and  Narragansett  of  the  late  Anna  Haz- 
ard, of  Newport.  He  has  never  had  a lawsuit  or 
employed  counsel.  He  is  president  of  the  Wakefield 
Land  & Investment  Company,  controlling  Matunuck 
Park. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  married  in  1870  to  Sarah 
Annie  Brett,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Kingman  Brett, 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  one  son  has  come  to  this 
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union,  Percy  Winchester,  bom  July  17,  1871.  He 
graduated  from  high  school  as  president  of  his 
class,  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1903 
as  orator  of  the  class,  and  passed  the  examination 
of  the  New  York  Law  School,  holding  a certilicate 
testifying  to  his  completion  of  the  course.  Pie  is 
now  with  James  C.  Collins,  Jr.,  of  Providence,  assis- 
tant attorney  general  of  Rhode  Island.  He  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Y.  PI.  C.  A.  of  Brown  University.  On 
April  18,  1906,  Percy  Winchester  Gardner  married 
Plary  Prances  Pearse,  daughter  of  the  late  George 
G.  Pearse,  of  Narragansett  Pier. 

WARDWELL.  The  Wardwell  family  of  Bris- 
tol has  been  one  of  the  substantial  and  prominent 
families  of  the  town  and  State  ever  since  the  early 
Colonial  period.  There  has  been  hardly  a time 
from  1754,  when  Lieut.  John  Wardwell  served 
as  a lieutenant  in  one  of  the  four  companies  from 
the  town  and  county  in  an  expedition  against  Crown 
Point,  up  to  the  present  when  the  name  has  not 
had  an  official  relation  with  the  town,  county  or 
State ; and  especially  prominently  has  it  been  identi- 
fied with  the  military  of  the  town  in  its  earlier  his- 
tory, and  in  later  years  with  the  State’s  civil  his- 
tory. During  the  period  of  the  Revolution  it  was 
represented  from  Bristol  in  both  the  army  and 
navy,  and  since  the  coming  into  existence  of  the 
organization  known  as  the  Bristol  Train  of  Artil- 
lery, more  than  a hundred  years  ago,  when  Col. 
Samuel  Wardwell  was  made  its  commanding  officer, 
a relation  he  sustained  to  it  for  years,  the  PVard- 
well  name  is  to  be  found  officially  identified  with 
it,  the  offices  not  infrequently  descending  from  father 
to  son. 

P'his  article,  however,  is  to  treat  particularly  of 
the  family  of  the  late  Hon.  Hezekiah  Church  Ward- 
well,  who  for  upward  of  half  a century  was  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  and  citizens  of  Bristol, 
and  whose  son,  the  late  Hon.  William  Thomas 
Church  Wardwell,  president  of  the  Wardwell  Lum- 
ber Company,  and  as  well  a former  president  of 
the  P'irst  National  Bank  of  Bristol  and  former 
lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island,  most  worthily 
perpetuated  the  name.  Three  generations  of  the 
family  in  direct  line  have  rejiresented  the  town  of 
Bristol  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
namely : Col.  Samuel,  Col.  Hezekiah  C.  and  the 
brothers,  Hon.  Williani  T.  C.  PVardwell  and  Hon. 
Samuel  D.  Wardwell.  The  last  named  gentleman 
for  years  has  been  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  and 
leading-  business  men  of  Bristol  and  a business 
partner  with  both  brother  and  father,  and  as  well 
one  of  the  Wardwell  Lumber  Company.  These 
brothers  descended  in  the  sixth  generation  from 
Uzal  Wardwell  and  in  the  seventh  generation  from 

(I)  William  Wardwell,  or  Warded,  born  in 
1604,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  who  came  to  Bos- 
ton in  1633.  He  was  a descendant  of  a Nprman 
family  whose  English  surname  was  taken  from  an 
old  watch  tower  that  stood  on  the  northern  borders 


of  Westmoreland,  where  “watch  and  ward”  were 
kept,  and  whence  signals  were  given  to  Moothy 
Beacon  on  any  inroad  of  the  Scotch.  Hence  Ward- 
all,  Warded  and  Wardwell.  The  arms  of  Ward- 
wed  in  use  by  some  of  the  descendants  of  Uzal 
Wardwell,  of  Bristol,  were  found  in  a window  of 
Bosworth  church,  Leicestershire,  England,  with  - 
twenty-seven  other  allied  and  kindred  families 
quartered  upon  the  same  escutcheon.  The  Ameri- 
can Wardweds  are  unquestionably  entitled  to  their 
use  as  an  illustration  of  the  crusade  origin  of  the 
old  Anglo-Norman  family. 

Earmer  (an  authority  on  early  New  England 
settlers)  thinks  Wardwell  the  most  correct  spelling 
of  the  name. 

Wddiam  Wardwell  was  admitted  to  the  church 
in  Boston  Eeb.  9,  1634.  His  first  wife  was,  Alice, 
and  his  second,  whom  he  married  Dec.  5,  1657,  was 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Gidet  or  Jidett.  Among 
the  children  of  William  one  bore  the  name  of  Uzal 
(Uzul,  Usuel,  etc.). 

(II)  Uzal  Wardwell,  of  Bristol,  born  April  7, 

1639,  married  on  May  3,  1664,  to  Mary 

Ring,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : Abigail,  born 
Oct.  27,  1665,  married  John  Green;  Alice,  born 
Dec.  27,  1670,  was  married  Oct.  31,  1693,  to  John 
Glading;  Hannah  married  a Gompton.  His  family 
by  his  second  wife,  Grace,  as  showjr  by  the  town 
records  comprised  the  following  named  children : 
James,  born  June  30,  1684;  Joseph,  July  30,  1686; 
Benjamin,  April  9,  1688  (see  further  on)  ; William, 
May  13,  1693;  and  Rebecca,  May  13,  1693. 

(III)  James  Wardwell,  son  of  Uzal,  born 
June  30,  1684,  died  Alarch  14,  1757.  He  was  said 
to  be  the  finest  singer  in  the  Wardwell  family.  He 
nrarried  Sarah  Ingraham,  daughter  of  Timothy 
and  Sarah  Ingraham,  born  Sept.  23,  1695,  died 
April  2,  1761.  They  had  one  son  and  three 
daughters:  Rebecca,  born  March  22,  1714;  James, 
born  May  4,  1717;  Hannah,  born  April  5,  1720; 
and  Sarah. 

(IV)  James  Wardwell,  Jr.,  married  Ann 
Liscomb  on  March  3,  1742.  She  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1719,  and  died  Feb.  9,  1796.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Rebecca,  born  Jan.  21,  1743-44,  who 
was  married  Nov.  17,  1767,  to  Daniel  Munro.  Mr. 
Munro  was  born  June  16,  1745,  and  was  probably 
killed  or  taken  prisoner  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
as  he  was  never  afterward  heard  of.  He  was  a 
son  of  Charles  and  Priscilla  (Smith)  Munro.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Munro  had  one  daughter,  Rebecca,  born 
April  17,  1769,  and  died  Sept.  19,  1823.  She  was 
married  Dec.  20,  1788,  to  Judge  John  Howland, 
who  was  born  Sept.  25,  1761,  and  died  April  25, 
1831. 

(HI)  Joseph  Wardwell,  born  July  30,  1686, 
had  a son  Stephen. 

(IV)  Stephen  Wardwell,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
in  1722,  was  married  (first),  to  Mahetable  How- 
land, daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  Howland. 
She  was  born  Feb.  i,  1724.  Children:  Elizabeth,. 
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born  July  17,  1749;  Abigail,  Dec.  20,  1751  (died 
March  9,  1810)  ; Stephen,  Nov.  5,  1754  (baptized 
Dec.  22,  1754,  died  Dec.  3,  1839)  ; Isaiah,  July  20, 
1759;  James;  Hannah,  Nov.  6,  1763  (died  Nov.  22, 
1861,  aged  ninety-eight  years).  IMr.  Wardwell  was 
married  (second),  April  16,  1768,  to  Jemima 
Bourne,  a widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Oxx. 
They  had  five  children:  Benjamin,  who  died  in 
infancy  (he  was  baptized  Oct.  28,  1770)  ; Priscilla, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Jemima,  baptized  April  10, 
1774,  who  married  John  Bradford,  son  of  Deputy 
Gov.  William  Bradford ; John,  who  died  aged 
twenty-one;  and  Benjamin,  who  died  aged 
eighteen. 

(V)  Stephen  Wardwell,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Mahetable,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Nov.  5,  1754,  re- 
moved to  Providence  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  commenced  the  business  of  a baker  in  1776.  He 
carried  it  on  until  a short  time  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  3,  1839.  He  also  engaged  as  a 
merchant  on  Broad  street.  On  May  17,  1820,  he 
joined  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church,  and 
was  a member  of  the  choir  about  sixty  years,  during 
part  of  which  time  he  was  its  leader.  He  was  a 
very  energetic  and  good  man,  though  somewhat 
eccentric ; “all  business  in  business  hours,”  and  all 
devotion  in  the  church,  he  was  a leading  spirit  in 
his  sphere.  He  married  (first),  Mary  Snow,  who 
was  born  Oct.  6,  1762,  daughter  of  Deacon  James 
Snow,  of  Providence,  and  died  Sept.  6,  1825.  They 
had  children:  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  20,  1785,  died 
Oct.  12,  1817  (married  Deacon  John  Dunwell,\ 
July  30,  1812,  and  had  one  son,  John  Potter,  born 
in  1813)  ; Abigail,  born  Feb.  27,  1790,  died  April  24, 
1790;  Abigail,  born  June  i,  1791,  died  in  October, 
1791 ; Stephen  Snow,  born  Jan.  i,  1801,  died  Jan. 
10,  18 — . Mr.  Wardwell  married  (second),  Eliza- 
beth Shaw,  widow  of  Stephen  Shaw ; she  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1776,  and  died  May  30,  1850.  There  were 
no  children  by  this  union. 

(VI)  Stephen  Snow  Wardwell,  born  Jan.  i, 
1801,  was  a prominent  business  man  in  his  day,  and 
cashier  of  the  Eagle  Bank  of  Providence  in  1836. 
He  became  a member  of  Beneficent  Congregational 
Church  in  1840,  and  was  always  active  in  its  work, 
serving  as  superintendent  of  Sunday-school  nine 
years,  and  organist  eighteen  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried Dec.  9,  1823,  to  Mary  Hazen  Seabury,  of 
Westport,  who  was  born  Nov.  7,  1797,  and  died 
Oct.  25,  1865.  Children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  horn 
Nov.  II,  1824,  married  Charles  H.  Bassett,  April 
29,  1844.  Charlotte  Seabury  was  born  March  30, 
1826.  Stephen  Pearce,  born  May  2,  1828,  married 
Henrietta  Smith  Holden.  Harriet  was  born  July 
19,  1830.  Anna  Judson  was  born  May  22.  1834. 
Emily  Snow,  born  Jan.  2,  1837,  niarried  Truman 
P.  Little  April  29,  1857,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Charlotte  Elizabeth,  born  April  2,  i860.  Of  this 
family, 

(VH)  Charles  H.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Ward- 
well)  Bassett  had  children  as  follows : Charles 


Henry,  born  June  19,  1845  ! Mary  Wardwell,  Jan. 
27,  1847;  Charlotte  Amanda,’  June  12,  1850; 
Stephen  Wardwell,  Aug.  8,  1851 ; Isaac  Pearce, 
Aug.  3,  1852 ; William  Brewster,  May  27,  1855 ; 
Annie  Wardwell,  Dec.  ii,  i8s6;  Henrietta  Holden, 
Aug.  6,  1859. 

(VII)  Stephen  Pearce  Wardwell,  born  May 
2,  1828,  married  Henrietta  Smith  Holden,  May  21, 
1857.  Children:  Henrietta  Holden,  born  Eeb.  3, 
1859  (died  same  day)  ; Mary  Eliza,  March  13, 
i860;  Henrietta,  April  30,  1863;  Harriet  Seabury, 
Dec.  14,  1864  (died  aged  two  years)  Stephen  Hol- 
den, Jan.  19,  1867. 

(III)  Benjamin  Wardwell,  born  April  9,  1688, 

died  in  June,  1739.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  Mary,  dying  May  2,  1733.  He  married  for 
his  second  wife,  Jan.  17,  1734,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Holmes,  of  Norton,  IMass.,  who  died  June  6,  1737. 
There  were  eight  children  by  the  first  union,  viz. : 
(i)  Mary  married  in  1731  Nathaniel  Turner.  (2) 
Uzel,  who  died  Sept.  17,  1745,  at  Cape  Breton,  was 
married  in  November,  1739,  to  Sarah  Lindsey,  who 
died  in  1745  at  Cape  Breton.  (3)  David  died  Sept. 
J7.  1745-  (4)  Jonathan  died  in  May,  1745,  at 

Cape  Breton.  (5)  Benjamin  died  in  June,  1739,  at 
sea.  (6)  William,  horn  in  1722,  married  Mary 
Howland,  Sept.  26,  1742.  (7)  Isaac,  born  in  1730, 

married  in  September,  1756,  Sarah  Waldron,  and 
died  May  7,  1810,  at  Bristol.  (8)  Olive  married 
June  19,  1753,  John  Goddard,  of  Newport. 

(IV)  William  Wardwell,  born  in  1722,  was 
married  Sept.  26,  1742,  to  Mary  Howland. 

(V)  Col.  Samuel  Wardwell,  son  of  William, 
and  the  next  in  line  to  William  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
was  born  May  25,  1760,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Church,  who  was  born  in  Bristol  Aug.  16,  1766. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Church  by  Mrs. 
Ann  Davis,  whom  he  married  June  5,  1755-  The 
children  of  Col.  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Church) 
Wardwell  were:  IMaria,  born  in  1791;  Hezekiah 
Church,  1792;  Samuel  Church,  1794;  and  Mary 
Ann,  1796.  Only  two  of  these  lived  to  maturity, 
Hezekiah  C.  and  IMary  Ann,  the  latter  marrying 
William  Coggeshall,  of  Bristol  and  Eall  River. 

(VIJ  Col.  Hezekiah  Church  Wardwell, 
son  of  Col.  Samuel,  was  born  in  1792  in  Bristol, 
and  died  there  Nov.  6,  1867,  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year.  On  Dec.  24,  1820,  he  was  married  to  Sally 
Gifford,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1870.  Mrs.  Wardwell 
was  a daughter  of  Ephraim  Gifford  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Gapt.  David  Gifford,  of  Dartmouth, 
IMass.,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  and  as  well  a 
representative  from  Portsmouth  in  the  Colonial 
Assembly.  Six  children  came  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wardwell,  born  as  follows : Elizabeth  Church, 
Sept.  29,  1821  (married  Thomas  J.  Holmes)  ; 
Samuel  D.,  Oct.  5,  1823  ; Ruth  Hall,  .March  10, 
1826;  Almira  Gifford,  June  15,  1828;  Augusta, 
Oct.  3,  1832;  William  T.  G.,  Sept.  20,  1835. 

Col.  Hezekiah  C.  Wardwell  for  fiffy  years  or 
more  sustained  a very  prominent  part  in  the  public 
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aflairs  of  his  native  town.  In  his  earlier  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  business  of  house  carpentering, 
and  afterward  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade.  He  held  various  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility under  the  Federal  and  State  govern- 
ments and  as  well  under  the  town  of  Bristol.  Dur- 
ing the  Dorr  war  he  was  marshal  in  charge  at 
Bristol.  He  occupied  a seat  in  the  Lower  House 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  in  1849,  1850  and 
1851.  He  was  inspector  of  ferries  in  1849.  was 
active  and  prominent  in  the  old  Bristol  Train  of 
Artillery,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant in  1821,  and  was  made  its  colonel  in  May, 
1822,  serving  as  such  for  a number  of  years  there- 
after. Lender  his  immediate  supervision  was  built 
the  Bristol  custom  house  and  post  office.  While 
independent  in  politics,  he  was  usually  in  harmony 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

(VII)  William  Thomas  Church  \\"ard- 
WELL,  son  of  Col.  Hezekiah  C.,  born  Sept.  20,  1835, 
in  the  town  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  was  married  Nov.  24, 
1874,  to  Leonora  F.  Gladding,  born  Feb.  6,  1850, 
who  died  May  25,  1903 ; she  was  the  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  A.  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Greene)  Gladding. 
They  had  children  as  follows;  (i)  Hezekiah  Church, 
born  Nov.  26,  1876,  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity, class  of  1898,  and  later  took  a law  course 
at  the  University  of  Nebraska,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  He  is  now  attache  at  the  United  States 
naval  station  at  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  (2)  Eliza- 
beth Uzelle,  born  July  16,  1878,  graduated  trom 
Bristol  high  school  when  quite  young,  studied 
languages  and  music  in  New  York,  and  then  con- 
tinued her  musical  training  in  Boston,  where  she 
was  a pupil  of  the  noted  Whitney.  She  developed 
into  a most  accomplished  musician.  On  June  28, 
1905,  she  was  married  to  John  Taylor  Lewis,  of 
Clarksville,  VM.,  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Lewis 
is  ex-consul  general  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  was 
minister  from  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  to  Brazil 
and  Portugal.  (3)  Marguerite,  born  June  22,  1882, 
was  educated  in  private  schools  at  Bristol,  and  then 
entered  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  from 
which  she  graduated  with  honors  in  1905. 

William  T.  C.  Wardwell  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  there  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  his  real  education,  which  he  acquired  later 
from  reading  and  observation.  In  1858  young 
W ardwell  entered  the  employ  of  his  father  in  the 
latter’s  lumber  business  and  began  a career  which 
was  most  successful,  not  only  in  a commercial  sense 
but  in  public  affairs  and  citizenship.  As  the  years 
passed  Mr.  W'Trdwell  grew  steadily  in  force  and 
usefulness,  and  in  favor  as  well,  until  he  easily  be- 
came one  of  the  first  citizens  of  his  town  and  county, 
and  also  of  the  State.  Both  in  business  and  State 
he  was  repeatedly  chosen  to  positions  of  trust  and 
honor,  and  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  won 
the  admiration  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  reflected  credit  on  himself  and  town.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  a member  of  the  town 


council  of  Bristol.  He  represented  his  native  town  ' 
and  the  Bristol  Senatorial  District  in  the  Rhode  1 
Island  General  Assembly  notably  in  1870-71  and 
1872-73  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in  j 
1890-91  in  the  Senate,  having  been  chosen  lieutenant-  ' 
governor  in  the  latter  year.  In  1892  he  was  nomina-  1 
ted  for  governor,  and  received  the  largest  number'  [ 
of  votes  that  any  candidate  of  any  party  had  ever  ' 
received  before  that  year,  but  failed  of  an  election.  ; 
For  some  years  he  was  a member  of  the  State  board 
of  health,  and  a number  of  years  of  the  State  board 
of  agriculture,  serving  as  president  of  the  latter  for 
one  term.  1 

Governor  Wffirdwell  served  as  a trustee  of  the 
Bristol  Institution  for  Savings.  He  was  a director  j 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bristol,  and  vice-  1 
president  and  president  until  the  bank  was  merged  • 
with  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  and  until  his  ! 
death  was  a director  in  the  Bristol  branch  of  that  ^ 
institution,  and  a director  in  the  Industrial  Trust  ; 
Company  of  Providence.  The  Wardwell  Lumber  ' 
Company,  referred  to  previously,  and  of  which 
Mr.  William  T.  C.  Wardwell  was  president,  is  an 
old  family  institution,  or  rather  the  outgrowth  of 
one.  The  business  was  originally  established  about 
1830  by  Col.  Hezekiah  C.  Wardwell.  In  1858  his 
sons,  Samuel  D.  and  William  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
succeeded  to  the  business,  which  was  carried  on 
under  the  name  of  Wardwell  Brothers  until  1872. 
The  present  organization  was  effected  in  1885.  Some 
time  previous  to  1885  Mr.  S.  D.  Wardwell  with- 
drew from  the  business,  and  in  1894  it  was  incor- 
porated under  the  Rhode  Island  laws  as  the  Ward- 
well  Lumber  Company,  the  officers  being  W.  T.  C. 
Wardwell,  president ; Frederic  F.  Gladding,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  The  company  deals  in  lumber, 
doors,  sash  and  blinds,  lime,  cement,  hair,  etc.  In 
addition  to  his  lumber  interests  William  T.  C.  Ward- 
well  was  an  extensive  farmer,  owning  two  large 
farms  in  Bristol. 

Governor  Wardwell  died  at  his  home  in  Bristol 
Oct.  16,  1907,  in  his  seventy-third  year,  closing  a 
life  of  unusual  fulness.  He  was  a thirty-third  de- 
gree Mason,  and  had  filled  various  offices  in  Masonic 
circles  up  to  that  of  grand  high  priest  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  was  a vestryman,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  senior  warden,  in  St.  Michael’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  at  Bristol.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  deriving  his  eligibility  thereto  through 
his  maternal  great-grandfather,  Capt.  David  Gif- 
ford, of  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  who  was  also  a repre- 
sentative in  the  Colonial  Assembly.  Mr.  Gifford 
in  June,  1775,  was  a lieutenant  in  the  ist  Company 
of  Militia  of  Portsmouth,  and  in  February,  1776, 
was  captain  in  that  company,  and  again  in  May 
following;  in  December  of  that  year  he  proceeded 
with  a flag  of  truce  to  the  Island  (Rhode  Island) 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor.  In  May,  1777, 
1780  and  1781  he  was  appointed  deputy  from  Ports- 
mouth; in  August,  1777,  he  was  a lieutenant  in 


Y*~\ 


RHODE  ISLAND 


375 


Major  Monroe’s  Company,  and  in  July,  1780,  he 
was  appointed  from  Portsmouth  to  receive  recruits. 

The  Rhode  Island  Giffords  descend  from  Wil- 
liam Gifford,  who  appears  early  at  Sandwich,  an 
early  proprietor  of  lands  there,  and  who 
espoused  Quakerism.  He  was  also  a pro- 
prietor of  lands  in  Dartmouth  and  Fal- 
mouth, Mass.  Through  his  son  Christopher  Gif- 
ford and  wife  Deborah  Perry  came  the  Rhode 
Island  branch  of  the  family.  It  is  claimed  by  some 
that  William  Gifford  was  a son  of  Walter  and  the 
latter  a son  of  Sir  Ambrose  Gifford,  of  England, 
and  again  the  statement  has  been  made  that  Sir 
Walter  Gifford  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1630,  but 
of  this  connection  Austin,  the  Rhode  Island  genealo- 
gist, says  : “It  needs  better  proof,  however,  than  any 
of  which  the  author”  [of  One  Hundred  and  Sixty 
Allied  Families]  “has  knowledge  to  substantiate 
these  claims.” 

The  Gifford  family  of  England  is  one  repre- 
sented as  of  high  antiquity,  being  seated  at  Hon- 
fleur,  in  Normandy,  three  hundred  years  before 
the  Conquest  of  England  by  William  the  Norman. 
At  the  battle  of  Hastings,  1066,  Sir  Randolph  de 
Gifforde  was  one  of  the  Conqueror’s  standard 
bearers.  Sir  Stephen  Gifford  was  one  of  the  barons 
accompanying  Richard  Coeur  Gifford,  Duke*  of 
Buckingham,  was  one  of  the  favorites  of  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester,  afterward  Richard  III,  and  was  be- 
headed on  a charge  of  treason  by  the  tyrant  king, 
and  his  family  deprived  of  lands  and  titles. 

(IV)  William  Wardwell,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  in  1722,  married  Sept.  26,  1742,  Mary  How- 
land, daughter  of  Samuel,  son  of  Jabez,  son  of  John 
Howdand,  the  Pilgrim.  Their  children,  all  born  in 
Bristol,  were  as  follows : William,  born  Jan.  8, 
1743-44;  Abigail,  baptized  June  9,  1745  ; Mary,  born 
Oct.  25,  1747;  William,  Jan.  28,  1749-50;  Benja- 
min, baptized  Feb.  9,  1752;  Sarah,  born  March  3, 
1754;  Martha,  June  29,  1755;  Samuel,  Aug.  27, 
1758;  Samuel,  May  25,  1760. 

(V)  Benjamin  Wardwell,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Howland)  Wardwell,  was  baptized  Feb.  9, 
1752,  and  on  June  8,  1773,  married  (first),  Sarah 
Smith.  She  died  Nov.  20,  1779,  and  on  Nov.  19, 
1780,  he  wedded  Katherine  Glover,  who  died  Jan. 
14,  1803.  His  third  marriage,  on  Jan.  15,  1804,  was 
to  Mrs.  Huldah  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Patience  Goff.  His  children  were  as  follows : By 
the  first  union — William,  born  April  19,  1776,  died 
April  21,  1776;  Leucretia,  born  May  30,  1777,  was 
married  June  17,  1798,  to  John  Sabin,  and  died 
Sept.  II,  1811 ; Sarah,  born  Nov.  ii,  1779,  married 
Nathaniel  Church,  and  died  Feb.  21,  1861 ; by  the 
second — Polly,  born  Oct.  4,  '1781,  died  Dec.  12, 1781 ; 
Polly,  born  Aug.  31,  1783,  died  Sept.  23,  1783; 
Benjamin,  born  Aug.  24,  1784,  is  mentioned  below; 
Polly,  born  Aug.  13,  1785,  died  Oct.  7,  1787;  Wil- 
liam, born  Oct.  4,  1786,  died  Sept.  22,  1787;  Henry, 
born  April  7,  1789,  died  Oct.  12,  1789;  Polly  was 
born  Oct.  25,  1791 ; Katharine  Glover,  born  July  8, 


1793,  died  March  i,  1863;  Francis,  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1794,  died  July  25,  1796. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Wardwell,  born  Aug.  24, 
1784,  married  Jan.  i,  1807,  Elizabeth  Manchester  of 
Little  Compton,  baptized  July  31,  1810)  in  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Bristol.  Children:  (i) 
Henry,  born  March  17,  1808,  died  Oct.  2,  1875  > he 
married  Sarah  Lindsey,  daughter  of  Thomas,  May 
II,  1835  ; she  was  born  Oct.  16,  1811,  and  died  Nov. 
8,  1890.  (2)  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  9,  1809,  died 

May  31,  1885.  On  Feb.  2,  1836,  he  married  Eliza 
Cook,  who  was  born  Feb.  18,  1810,  and  died  April 
27,  i860.  They  had  one  daughter,  Eleanor,  born 
in  December,  1840,  who  was  married  in  1869  to 
Joseph  Burr  Bartram.  (3)  George,  born  Sept.  2, 
1810,  died  Oct.  2,  1811.  (4)  One  son  and  (5)  one 

daughter,  twins,  born  Sept.  12,  1812,  died  the  same 
day,  unnamed.  (6)  Jeremiah,  born  Dec.  7,  1813, 
died  in  December,  1881.  He  first  married  June  19, 
1844,  Mary  Jane  Sturgis,  daughter  of  Lathrop  L. 
Sturgis,  of  New  York.  She  died  Oct.  3,  i860,  and 
on  Nov.  18,  1865,  he  married  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Ingra- 
ham, 'daughter  of  William  Fellows,  of  Staten 
Island.  By  the  first  union  there  were  six  children : 
William  Henry,  born  March  29,  1846,  married  in 
December,  1881,  Miss  Virginia  Sniffin;  Theodore 
Sturgis  was  born  June  13,  1848;  Richard  Patrick, 
born  April  7,  1852,  married  Anna  Oaks  Wood- 
worth;  Mary,  born  April  16,  1855,  died  July  22, 
1855  ; Helen,  born  Sept.  6,  1857,  married  William 
Brown  Glover;  Jane  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  17,  1859, 
married  Charles  Potter,  who  died  in  November,  1904. 
(7)  Elizabeth  Manchester,  born  March  7,  1816, 
died  Jan.  18,  1826.  (8)  One  daughter,  born  Sept. 

2,  1817,  died  Sept.  4,  1817.  (9)  One  daughter 

also  born  Sept.  2,  1817,  died  Sept.  12,  1817.  (10) 

Adam  Manchester,  born  Nov.  6,  1818,  baptized 
March  29,  1819,  died  Jan.  23,  1827.  (ii)  George 
William,  born  March  14,  1821,  died  Aug.  16,  1821. 
(12)  Catharine  Glover,  born  May  28,  1822,  died 
Oct.  31,  1894.  (13)  Mari  Anne,  born  Oct.  6,  1825, 

is  still  living.  (14)  Elizabeth  Manchester,  born 
Nov.  6,  1827,  was  married  Sept.  27,  1853,  to  Ramon 
Guiteras,  of  Matanzas,  Cuba,  who  was  born  Aug. 
4,  1811,  and  died  Feb.  13,  1873.  They  had  two 
children:  Gertrude  Elizabeth,  born  March  2,  1855, 
and  Ramon,  born  Aug.  17,  1858,  the  latter  now  a 
physician  in  New  York  City. 

Benjamin  Wardwell,  the  father  of  this  large 
family,  was  a zealous  Congregationalist,  punctual  in 
his  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  a constant  attend- 
ant upon  public  worship  up  to  within  a few  weeks 
of  his  death,  and  he  used  to  say  he  would  rather 
sit  on  the  steps  of  his  church  with  the  doors  closed 
^than  go  to  any  other.  He  was  a fine  singer  and  a 
member  of  the  choir.  He  was  known  as  Major 
Wardwell,  and  his  father  was  known  as  “Major” 
and  “Colonel.”  Benjamin  Wardwell  was  a strong 
Whig,  but  he  was  never  a politician.  He  lived  to 
be  one  of  the  venerable  old  men  of  Bristol,  where 
he  passed  his  entire  life,  and  was  always  most 
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highly  esteemed  as  a man  of  upright  life  and  correct 
habits.  He  was  engaged  in  the  leather  business 
during  his  early  life,  and  subsequently  carried  on 
the  grocery  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  over 
fifty  years  in  a building  that  formerly  stood  on  the 
east  side  of  Thames  street,  south  of  State.  He 
enjoyed  remarkable  health  throughout  life.  He 
died  at  his  home  in  Hope  street,  suddenly,  Sept.  12, 
1871,  aged  eighty-seven. 

Ramon  Guiteras,  who  married  Elizabeth  Man- 
chester Wardwell,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Wardwell, 
was  born  Aug.  4,  1811,  in  Cuba,  and  when  about 
four  years  of  age  was  taken  to  Spain,  his  father  re- 
turning to  that  country  on  account  of  political 
troubles.  Returning  to  Cuba,  the  boy  was  educated 
in  Matanzas,  and  being  a great  traveler  and  a great 
student  he  spoke  several  languages.  He  spent  four 
years  in  Barcelona,  Spain.  , He  owned  a great  deal 
of  real  estate  in  Cuba,  but  after  his  marriage  he 
spent  all  his  time  in  Bristol.  He  came  of  one  of  the 
best  families  of  Spain, its  members  being  generally 
intellectual  characters,  and  all  of  his  brothers  were 
likewise  men  of  culture. 

(VII)  Henry  Wardwell,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  March  17,  1808,  died  Oct.  2,  1875.  On  ]\Iay 
II,  1835,  he  married  Sarah  Lindsey,  who  was  born 
Oct.  16,  1811,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lindsey,  and 
died  Nov.  8,  1890.  Children:  Sophia  Lindsey; 
Afmie  Elizabeth,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1866;  Sarah 
Frances,  who  married  William  H.  Bourne ; Harriet 
Parker ; Isabelle  Main ; Henry  A.,  deceased ; and 
Henry  I.,  deceased. 

Henry  Wardwell  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  Bristol,  attending  the  school  of 
Mr.  Alden,  who  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
masters  of  that  day.  He  was  one  of  the  teachers 
who  taught  his  pupils  to  spell.  When  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age  ]\Ir.  Wardwell  went  to  work 
for  Benjamin  Hall,  of  Bristol,  as  clerk  in  a store 
on  the  corner  of  Thames  and  State,  and  when 
twenty-five  years  of  age  he  bought  the  business  of 
Mr.  Hall,  who  retired  at  that  time.  He  handled 
groceries  and  the  produce  of  the  farmer,  which  he 
sent  to  the  West  Indies.  This  business  he  ran  con- 
tinuously for  twenty-eight  years,  or  until  he  was 
fifty-three  years  of  age.  He  made  his  start  by  buy- 
ing potatoes  or  onions,  which  he  consigned  to  some 
captain  of  a sloop,  who  would  take  his  produce  to 
Cuba  and  with  the  proceeds  buy  molasses,  which 
he  brought  back,  it  being  sold  at  home.  During 
this  time  he  became  more  or  less  interested  in  from 
ten  to  fourteen  vessels,  and  he  continued  in  the  West 
Indies  trade  and  in  the  whaling  business  for  many 
years.  Being  a man  of  great  energy  he  was  more 
than  usually  successful.  He  was  a self-made  man, 
in  the  best  sense,  and  thoroughly  honest  and 
straightforxyard.  He  continued  his  business  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  when  obliged  by  sickness  to  re- 
tire. He  was  at  one  time  a director  in  the  old 
Pocanock  Cotton  Mill.  He  was  a director  in  the 
Eagle,  Freeman’s  and  First  National  Banks  for 


nearly  thirty  years,  and  a trustee  in  the  Bristol  Insti- 
tution for  Savings  from  its  commencement. 

Mr.  Wardwell  was  endowed  with  an  unusually 
strong  constitution,  and  with  corresponding  strength 
of  character,  and  he  was  noted  for  his  kindness  of 
heart  and  broad  charity  toward  all.  He  was  very 
methodical  and  prompt  in  business,  to  which  he 
devoted  almost  all  his  time,  for  although  he  was 
public-spirited  where  the  welfare  of  his  native  town 
was  concerned  he  would  never  accept  official 
responsibilities,  preferring  to  use  his  influence  in 
more  quiet  ways.  He  was  frequently  offered  public 
positions,  but  invariably  declined.  In  politics  he 
was  a strong  Republican  and  always  interested  in 
the  success  of  his  party..  He  was  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  and  active  in  its 
work,  serving  some  years  as  treasurer  and  for 
nearly  thirty  years  as  leader  of  the  choir. 

(IV)  John  Wardwell,  of  Bristol,  a descendant 
of  (I)  William  through  (II)  Uzal  and  (III)  Wil- 
liam, married  Phebe,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Jabez  How- 
land, a son  of  Hon.  John  Howland  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Tilley,  all  of  the  “Mayflower.” 

(V)  Capt.  Allen  Wardwell  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph  Smith,  of  Bristol,  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier  and  a descendant  of  Col.  Benjamin 
Church  and  Hon.  William  Brenton,  Colonial  gover- 
nor of  Rhode  Island.  Colonel  Church  was  a son  of 
Capt.  Richard  Church  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Richard  Warren,  of  the  “Mayflower.” 

(VI)  William  Taylor  Wardwell  married  Mary 
Hower. 

(VII)  William  Thomas  Wardwell,  former 
treasurer  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  was  born 
at  Bristol,  R.  L,  Feb.  i,  1827. 

RODMAN.  The  early  Rodmans  were  Quak- 
ers, peace-loving,  law-abiding  people,  consequently 
the  name  is  rarely  found  in  State  or  Colonial  rec- 
ords ; in  connection  with  lawsuits  never ; rarely  in 
the  records  of  war.  As  the  old  ancestor  gave  up 
his  native  land  for  an  adherence  to  his  Quaker  prin- 
ciples, so  here  his  immediate  descendants,  though  not 
Royalists,  and  never  treacherous  to  the  interests 
of  the  Colony,  were  ready  to  leave  the  new  home 
and  the  fair  estates  they  had  built  up  rather  than 
take  part  in  shedding  the  blood  of  their  fellow  men. 
For  this  reason  the  name  is  rarely  found  amongst 
those  who  fought  for  and  won  our  independence. 
Neither  is  the  name  found  amongst  those  who 
brought  in  large  bills  for  shoeing  a horse  or  nurs- 
ing a sick  soldier.  Such  services,  if  rendered,  were 
probably  gratuitous.  This  course  would  be  in  keep- 
ing with  the  large-hearted  generosity  that  has  always 
been  a distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  family. 
In  the  sixth  generation  of  the  Narragansett  Rod- 
mans  to  the  peace-loving  was  added  ease-loving, 
and  there  remained  for  the  seventh  no  broad  acres 
to  cultivate,  but  a work  of  labor  and  love,  to  re- 
store some  of  the  old  glory  of  the  ancient  name. 
Prominent  in  the  seventh  generation  were  two  sons 
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of  Clarke  Rodman,  Robert  and  Daniel,  the  former 
a successful  manufacturer  at  Lafayette  and  the  lat- 
ter at  Mooresfield,  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Rodman,  the  progenitor  of  the  late 
Robert  Rodman,  of  Lafayette,  R.  I.,  died  in  the  Is- 
land of  Barbadoes,  between  Sept.  i6th  and  Dec. 
4th,  1686,  his  will  bearing  the  former  date,  and  be- 
ing proved  on  the  latter.  In  this  will  his  wife’s 
name  is  given  as  Elizabeth,  and  his  children, 
Thomas,  John,  Anne  and  Katharine,  who  married 
Timothy  Brandreth.  It  is  not  known  whence  he 
came.  Ruthy’s  “History  of  the  Quakers  in  Ire- 
land,” page  366,  published  in  1751,  says:  “In  the 
year  1655,  for  wearing  his  hat  on  in  the  Assizes  in 
New  Ross,  was  John  Rodman  committed  to  Gaol 
by  Judge  Louder,  kept  a prisoner  for  three  m,onths 
and  then  banished  that  country.”  It  is  probable 
that  this  is  the  John  Rodman  whom  we  find  as  a 
rich  planter  in  the  Island  of  Barbadoes. 

(II)  Thomas  Rodman,  son  of  John,  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1640.  He  came  to  Newport  from  the  Is- 
land of  Barbadoes  in  1675  with  William  Edmund- 
son,  “A  ‘Friend’  who  was  on  a religious  visit  to 
Barbadoes,”  in  a yacht  of  which  John  Bryer  was 
master.  He  was  an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon, 
chiefly  celebrated  as  an  obstetrician,  and  was  sent 
for  in  difficult  cases  to  go  great  distances.  He 
built  a house  at  the  corner  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (now 
Tonro)  streets,  and  lived  in  Newport  until  his 
death.  He  knd  his  brother  John  were  owners  of 
land  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  On  July 
5,  1710,  he  exchanged  500  acres  of  New  Jersey 
land  for  the  plantation  in  Barbadoes  which  his 
father,  John  Rodman,  had  devised  to  his  daughter, 
Katharine  Brandreth.  Mr.  Rodman  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  clerk 
of  the  monthly,  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings  of 
Rhode  Island  for  thirty  years.  He  was  also  the 
first  clerk  of  the  New  England  yearly  meeting, 
which  position  he  held  until  1718. 

He  was  married  three  times,  his  first  wife  being 
unknown.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married 
June  7,  1682,  was  Patience  Malines,  widow  of 
Robert  Malines  and  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ann 
Easton.  She  died  Nov.  21,  i6qo.  For  his  third 
wife  he  married  Nov.  26,  1691,  Hannah,  born  Oct. 
38s  1667,  daughter  of  Gov.  Walter  Clarke,  of  Rhode 
I Uland.  She  died  Oct.  22,  1732.  Mr.  Rodman  and 
[ l^s  second  and  third  wives  are  buried  in  the  Clif- 

■ »n  ground.  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

■ J (HI)  Thomas  Rodman,  eldest  son  of  Thomas 
■■■id  Patience  (Easton)  (Malines)  Rodman,  was 
j|»rn  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Nov.  it,  1683,  and  died 
■wont  1775-  He  was  a physician  and  resided  in 
I South  Kingstown.  He  married  (first)  April  20, 
•j  1^706,  Katharine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Fry.  of  New- 

'port,  and  they  had  nine  children  born  to  them.  She 
died  March  4,  1740,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
•rounds  in  South  Kingstown.  In  the  records  of 
^e  Society  of  Friends  of  South  Kingstown  is  found 
tjie  item,  “Abigail,  second  wife  of  Thomas  Rod- 


man, died  i6th  of  ist  mo.  1761,  aged  78  years 
and  5 mo.” 

(IV)  Samuel  Rodman,  fifth  child  of  Thomas 
and  Katharine  (Fry)  Rodman,  was  born  March  22, 
1716,  and  died  about  1776.  He  married  March 
10,  1744,  Penelope  Holloway,  and  she  died  July  2, 
1751.  Both  are  buried  in  the  yard  of  the  Fiiends 
Meeting  House  in  South  Kingstown.  They  had 
five  children. 

(V)  Robert  Rodman,  eldest  child  of  Samuel 
and  Penelope  (Holloway)  Rodman,  was  born  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Nov.  28,  174S,  and  died  in 
1806.  He  lived  there  on  a part  of  “thousand  acres 
of  land”  inherited  from  his  grandfather,  in  the  old 
Rodman  mansion  built  by  Dr.  Thomas  Rodman, 
his  grandfather.  On  part  of  this  farm  now.  stands 
the  village  of  Rocky  Brook.  He  married  (first)  at 
South  Kingstown,  July,  1768,  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Reserved  (Smith)  Carpenter,  and 
(second)  Abigail,  daughter  of  Simeon  Hazard., 
Fourteen  children  were  born  to  the  first  marriage. 

(VI)  Clarke  Rodman,  born  Feb.  16,  1781,  mar- 
ried in  1800,  Mary  Gardener,  born  Jan.  19,  1781. 
Their  children  were:  Christopher  Gardener,  born 
Julv  18,  1801,  married  Nancy  Taber;  Margaret 
Clarke,  born  May  13,  1803,  married  Elisha  Kenyon, 
and  died  in  1881;  Daniel,  born  Aug.  3,  1805,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Brown;  Clarke,  born  Sept.  3,  1808,  mar- 
ried (first)  Fanny  Cundall,  (second)  Sarah  A. 
Straight,  and  died  March  25,  1864;  Elizabeth, 

July  II,  1810,  married  William  Hammond  and  died 
Feb.  8,’  1867;  Mary  Ann,  born  March  16,  1813, 
died  voung  ; Robert,  born  Sept.  5, *1815,  died  young, 
Robert  (2),  born  Oct.  9,  1818;  Pliebe,  born  Feb 
13,  1822,  married  William  Edward  Pierce;  Thomas 
C ' born^April  25,  1826,  married  Caroline  Sherman, 
and  died  Oct.  8,  1869.  The  father  of  these  died 
April  12,  1859,  and  the  mother  IMarch  25,  1864. 

(VII)  Robert  Rodman,  son  of  Clarke,  a man 
of  fine  business  abilities  and  high  sense  of  honor, 
who  died  possessed  of  fairly  won  millions,  respect- 
ed by  all,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1818,  at  Tower  Hill  m 
South  Kingstown,  and  he  entered  into  rest  Dec.  29, 
1903.  He  was  descended  from  John  Rodman,  the 
progenitor  of  all  in  New  England  who  bear  this 
family  name  through  Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  Sam- 
uel, Robert  and  Clarke.  His  mother  was  ^lary 
Gardener,  also  a descendant  of  an  old  Rhode  Island 

family.  . , . 

Robert  Rodman  passed  his  early  days  at  Ins 
birth  place,  which  was  the  Robert  Brown  house 
standing  then  at  the  west  of  the  Post  road  at  its 
i unction  with  the  highway  leading  to  Westerly 
from  Tower  Hill.  That  community  then  had  few 
helps  and  some  hindrances  to  the  formation  of 
noble  characters  in  the  boys  who  were  educated 
in  it.  Horse  racing  and  other  less  unobjectionable 
sports  gave  Tower  Hill  a wide  reputation,  and  a 
tavern  with  its  open  bar  was  one  of  the  fixed  in- 
stitutions of  the  place.  Whatever  was,  or  might 
have  been  the  influence  of  this  atmosphere  upon 
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others,  it  with  other  forces  developed  a resultant  in 
the  moral  qualities  of  Robert  Rodman,  which  was 
during  all  his  life  the  leading  characteristic  of  his 
career.  By  many  who  knew  him  he  was  called  a 
shrewd  man  of  business ; and  that  may  be  safely 
said  of  anyone  who  in  this  day  and  age  of  sharp 
competition  can  acquire  a million  in  the  regular 
channels  of  business.  His  relations  to  and  his 
methods  with,  the  families  whose  homes  depended 
upon  his  pay  rolls,  were  somewhat  peculiar  to  him- 
self, and  when  his  liberal,  helpful  policy  toward  his 
employes  gave  many  of  them  homes  of  their  own, 
and  secured  him  a class  of  help  far  above  the  aver- 
age ■ in  reliability,  he  was  said  by  others  to  be  a 
man  of  great  insight  into  human  nature. 

When  he  was  found  at  the  head  of  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  all  being  directed  with  mechanical 
methods  and  mathematical  precision,  somewhat  of 
executive  ability  must  fairly  be  inferred.  Not,  how- 
ever, by  the  qualities  of  head,  so  much  as  the  qual- 
ities of  heart,  is  the  memory  of  Robert  Rodman 
cherished  today.  He  always  held  radical  views  on 
questions  of  business  ethics,  maintaining  in  theory 
and  in  practice  that  the  civil  law  imposes  often 
less  obligations  than  the  higher  moral  law,  and  that 
a man  may  not  always  gain,  and  hold  all  that  the 
civil  court  allows.  Whoever  by  the  bright  light  of 
prosperity  sees  the  obligations  of  disastrous  days 
when  they  are  passed,  and  meets  them,  not  as  ob- 
ligations of  law,  but  obligations  of  right,  lends 
thereby  a needed  impulse  to  the  better  tendency  of 
human  nature,  and  puts  the  sluggish  race  upon  its 
honor  by  the  example  set. 

Mr.  Rodman  lived  at  his  South  Kingstown  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  into 
the  manufacture  of  kersey  at  the  Lawton  mill  in 
Exeter.  In  1841  he  hired  a small  mill  in  the  hamlet 
of  Silver  Spring,  North  Kingstown,  where  he  con- 
tinued the  manufacture  of  kerseys  until  1845.  He 
then  sold  out  his  business  and  went  into  farming  and 
the  coasting  trade,  having  a number  of  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  latter,  but  followed  these  pursuits  only 
three  years,  for  in  1847  purchased  from  Mr. 
Hoxsie  and  his  partner  Albert  Sanford  a mill  in  the 
village  of  Lafayette  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods  and  later  Kentucky  jeans.  Start- 
ing with  one  set  of  machinery  and  twelve  looms, 
his  business  rapidly  increased  and  he  was  fast  pro- 
gressing toward  wealth  when  the  panic  of  1857 
caused  his  failure  and  he  settled  with  his  creditors 
for  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  and  Was  duly  relieved 
from  all  further  claims.  With  the  determination  that 
was  characteristic  of  him  he  again  entered  into 
manufacturing  and  again  began  to  prosper,  aided  by 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  secured 
a contract  from  the  Government.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  Mr.  Rodman’s  high  sense  of  commercial 
honor  was  displayed,  for  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  when  his  resources  permitted  he  dispatched 
a check  for  the  full  amount,  with  interest,  due 
each  of  the  creditors  to  whom  he  was  indebted  by 


his  failure  in  1857.  It  seemed  that  he  was'  reward- 
ed for  this  act,  for  he  rapidly  became  one  of  thej 
wealthiest  and  best  known  manufacturers  in  Rhode : 
Island,  and  indeed,  in  the  Eastern  States.  In  a few 
years  he  purchased  the  mill  at  Silver  Spring  in 
which  his  first  venture  was  made,  and  shortly  after 
a mill  at  Shady  Lea,  a couple  of  miles  away,  which 
has  with  the  past  ten  years,  been  refitted  with  all 
the  latest  machinery  for  the  turning  out  of  warp. 
In  1877  erected  what  is  known  as  the  new  mill  at 
Lafayette,  of  brick,  316x55  feet,  three  stories  high, 
with  tw'o  towers,  51  and  70  feet  high  respectively, 
and  a chimney  92  feet  in  height.  There  worsteds, 
cassimeres  and  dress  goods  are  the  output.  The 
plant  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Rod- 
man  . Manufacturing  Company  and  Mr.  Rodman 
was  its  president  until  about  1892.  Besides  mak- 
ing improvements  for  the  conduct  of  his  business 
]\Ir.  Rodman  won  the  hearts  of  500  odd  operatives 
hy  kindly  acts  for  their  well-being  that  included  the 
erection  of  comfortable  houses  for  their  use,  and  a 
hall  for  the  holding  of  entertainments,  and  he  also  I 
very  materially  aided  in  the  erection  of  Lafayette’s 
picturesque  church,  augmenting  the  subscription 
list  by  a gift  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

On  April  3,  1841,  Robert  Rodman  married  Al- 
mira, daughter  of  Col.  William  and  Mary  (Sanford) 
Taylor  (mentioned  elsewhere)  and  their  children 
were : Franklin,  born  Jan.  29,  1842,  married  Aug. 
16,  1863,  Sarah  R.  Allen  and  died  Oct.  25,  1906; 
Hortense,  born  Aug.  29,  1843,  married  in  January, 
1865,  George  O.  Allen,  and  died  Aug.  5,  1891,  in 
North  Kingstown;  Albert,  born  May  23,  1845,  mar- 
ried in  December,  1868,  Mary  Allen,  and  had  one 
son,  Albert,  Jr.,  who  died  aged  nine  months; 
Charles,  born  March  16,  1848,  married  (first)  Jan. 

I,  1868,  Mary  E.  Money,  and  (second)  in  Novem- 
ber, 1878,  Ezadora  Kingsley,  of  Providence;  Wal- 
ter, born  March  ii,  1850,  died  March  9,  1851; 
Emily,  born  Jan.  15,  1852,  married  William  H.  Rod- 
man,  who  died  July,  1904,  and  she  resides  in  Provi- 
dence ; Walter,  born  Feb.  .3,  1853,  married  Aug. 
20,  1879,  Carrie  E.  Taber;  Thomas  F.,  born  Feb. 
24,  1867,  died  Aug.  18,  1868;  and  Almira  T.,  born 
Jan.  8,  1861,  died  Jan.  30,  1864.  Mrs.  Rodman 
died  Aug.  22,  1891. 

With  the  exception  of  serving  one  term  in  the 
General  Assembly,  Mr.  Rodman  steadily  declined 
all  proffered  political  honors.  Fct  ten  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  was  not  actively  engaged  in  the 
business. 

(VIII)  Franklin  Rodman,  eldest  son  of  Rob- 
ert Rodman,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1842,  in  North 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  town,  and  the  celebrated  East  Green- 
wich Academy.  On  Aug.  16,  1863,  he  was  married, 
by  Rev.  John  Slocum,  to  Sarah  R.  Allen,  born  Aug. 
20,  1845,  daughter  of  George  Allen.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  children : Ernest  Linwood, 

born  Sept.  8,  1864,  married  May  27,  1885,  Harriet 

J.  Webster;  Irving,  born  June  8,  1867;  Robert 
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Franklin,  born  Feb.  i,  1870,  married  Nov.  26,  1901, 
Caroline  McAvoy,  was  colonel  on  Governor  Greg- 
ory’s staff,  and  is  now  state  civil  engineer ; Fannie 
May,  born  Nov.  23,  1871,  married  Robert  T. 

Downes  and  has  a daughter,  Fannie  R.,  born  Nov. 
15,  1906;  and  Albert  Louis,  born  Aug.  31,  1875, 
married  Nov.  19,  1904,  Mary  Izitte,  daughter  of 
Col.  T.  J.  Peirce,  of  Wickford,  Rhode  Island. 

Franklin  Rodman  learned  the  manufacturing 
business  from  the  beginning,  and  for  forty  years 
was  active  in  that  business  in  North  Kingstown. 
For  many  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Rod- 
man  Manufacturing  Company  at  Lafayette.  He 
was  a quiet  gentleman,  and  a careful,  conscientious 
business  man,  adding  largely  to  the  welfare  of  his 
native  town  by  the  successful  manner  in  which  he 
superintended  the  extensive  enterprise  of  the  com- 
pany which  bears  the  family'  name.  He  died  Oct. 
25,  1906.  His  widow  passed  away  Oct.  16,  1907, 
in  Lafayette. 

(VIII)  Hortense  Rodman,  eldest  daughter  of 
Robert  Rodman,  married  in  January,  1865,  George 
O.  Allen,  and  their  children  were : Almira  T.,  born 
in  1868,  married  Fred  Wilson,  has  two  children, 
Harold  and  Hortense,  and  lives  at  Wells  Beach, 
IMaine ; Mary  E.,  born  April  9,  1872,  married  John 
S.  Bryant,  and  resides  in  Florida  and  Nova  Scotia ; 
and  Viola,  born  Feb.  24,  1878.  Mrs.  Allen  died 
Aug.  5,  1891,  in  North  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

(VIII)  Albert  Rodman,  second  son  of  Robert 
Rodman,  was  born  in  North  Kingstown,  May  23, 
1845.  He  attended  the  schools  of  North  Kingstown 
and  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  received  an  active  interest  in 
his  father’s  business,  and  for  twenty-three , years 
had  charge  of  the  Silver  Spring  Mill.  In  1888 
he  became  president  of  the  Rodman  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  in  1891  removed  to  Lafayette. 

(VIII)  Charles  Rodman,  third  son  of  Robert 
Rodman,  was  born  at  Silver  Spring  in  North 
Kingstown,  March  16,  1848.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  East  Greenwich  Academy,  the  Friends’ 
School  in  Providence,  and  Eastman’s  Business  Col- 
lege at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  For  five  years  he  ran 
the  store  at  Lafayette,  and  until  1893  managed  the 
Shady  Lea  mill  in  North  Kingstown.  Since  that 
time  he  has  lived  a retired  life  in  Providence.  He 
married  (first)  Jan.  i,  1868,  Mary  E.  Money,  and 
(second)  Dec.  4,  1878,  Ezadora  Kingsley. 

(VIII)  Emily  Rodman,  daughter  of  Robert 
Rodman,  was  born  Jan.  15,  1852.  On  March  27, 
1884,  she  married  William  Harrison  Rodman,  who 
was  born  Aug.  i,  1840,  and  died  July  7,  1904.  Their 
children  were:  Emily  Almira,  born  July  19,  1886; 
and  William  Robert,  born  Sept.  9,  1889. 

The  line  of  ancestry  of  Willla.m  Harrison 
Rodman  is  as  follows:  (VII)  Clarke  Rodman, 
(VI)  Clarke,  (V)  Robert,  (IV)  Samuel,  (III) 
Thomas,  (II)  Thomas,  (I)  John. 

(VH)  Clarke  Rodman  was  born  Sept.  3,  1808, 
and  died  March  25,  1864.  He  married  (first)  Oct. 


3,  1836,  Fanny  Cundall,  born  Sept.  20,  1815,  died 
June  18,  1853.  On  Aug.  28,  1854,  he  married  his 
second  wife,  Sarah  A.  Straight,  born  Nov.  17, 
1819.  The  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  were: 
Elizabeth  Wallace,  born  Dec.  17,  1837,  married  Al- 
bert Arnold;  William  Harrison,  born  Aug.  i,  1840, 
married  March  27,  1884,  Emily  Rodman,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Almira  (Taylor)  Rodman,  and  he 
died  July  7,  1904;  Isaac  Clarke,  born  July  15,  1843, 
enlisted  for  the  Civil  war  in  .Company  E,  2d  R.  I. 
V.  I.,  and  was  captured  at  the  first  Battle  of  Bull 
Run,  carried  to  Richmond,  and  there  died  Sept. 
26,  1861 ; Constant  Taber,  born  May  24,  1847,  mar- 
ried April  7,  1880,  Octavia  Marsh,  and  resided  in 
Providence,  R.  I. ; Charles  Lewis,  born  May  23, 
1852,  married  Imogene  Sheldon. 

William  Harrison  Rodman,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather  Rodman 
at  Mooresfield,  South  Kingstown.  His  education 
was  all  received  in  the  public  schools.  After  some 
years’  experience  in  the  mercantile  business  at  La- 
fayette and  Centerville,  he  came  to  Providence  and 
was  associated  with  Edward  Mason  and  B.  H. 
Gladding  in  mercantile  business,  but  for  the  last 
twelve  years  of  his  life  he  w^as  not  actively  engaged 
in  any  business. 

(VIII)  Walter  Rodman,  son  of  Robert  Rod- 
man,  was  born  Feb.  3,  1853,  in  North  Kingstown. 
He  attended  the  schools  in  North  Kingstown,  Gen. 
Russell’s  Military  School  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  Scholfield’s  Business  College  in  Providence.  R. 
I.  Since  the  ending  of  his  school  days,  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business  es- 
tablished by  his  father.  On  July  i,  1883,  he  became 
treasurer  for  the  Rodman  Manufacturing  Company. 
He  married,  Aug.  20,  1879,  Carrie  E.  Taber,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  E.  Taber,  for  many  years  the  well 
known  station  agent  at  Kingston,  R.  I.  To  them 
were  born:  Walter,  born  April  30,  1881,  married 
Louise  S.  Pierce;  Gertrude  G.,  born  June  29,  1885  ; 
Roger  W.,  born  March  2,  1888;  Gilbert  Taylor, 
born  Sept.  4,  1894;  and  flope,  born  Oct.  28,  1896. 

(IX)  CoL.  Robert  Eranklin  Rodman,  third 
son  of  Eranklin  and  Sarah  R.  (Allen)  Rodman, 
was  born  in  NoFth  Kingstown,  R.  I..  Eeb.  i,  1870. 
His  boyhood  days  were  passed  in  the  picturesque 
village  of  Lafayette.  He  prepared  for  the  univer- 
sity at  the  Friends’  School  in  Providence,  but  be- 
cause of  ill  health  he  was  sent  by  his  physicians  to 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  and  did  not  take  up  the 
university  course.  There  he  became  interested  in 
mining  engineering  and  pursued  a course  of  study 
qualifying  him  for  that  profession.  After  regain- 
ing his  health  Mr.  Rodman  returned  to  Rhode  Island 
and  from  1893  to  1896  was  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Engineer  in  the  city  of  Providence.  He  then  pur- 
sued a course  of  study  at  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design.  Erom  1897  to  1903  he  was  Highway 
Commissioner  for  the  town  of  North  Kingstown,  and 
in  1903  became  Engineer  of  the  State  Board  of 
Public  Roads.  There  is  probably  not  a young  man 
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in  the  State  with  better  standing  politically  than 
Col.  Rodman.  He  received  the  title  of  colonel  by 
service  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Gregory,  and  he 
is  the  Republican  leader  of  the  town  of  North  King- 
stown. He  is  a member  of  Washington  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  Newport;  Pales- 
tine Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  in  Providence ; 
Beacon  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows ; and  the  Redmen 
at  Wickford,  R.  I.  On  Nov.  26,  1901,  he  married 
Caroline  McAvoy,  and  their  children  are : Robert 
F.,  Jr.,  horn  Nov.  7,  1902;  and  Oliver  Hazard 
Perry,  born  April  i,  1905. 

BURROUGHS  GORTON.  This  well  known 
and  esteemed  gentleman  of  Providence  is  descend- 
ed from  Gov.  Samuel  Gorton,  of  whom  much  men- 
tion is  made  elsewhere  and  whose  history,  during 
the  years  of  his  activity,  is  the  history  of  the  State 
itself.  Mr.  Gorton’s  grandfather  was  John  Gorton, 
born  in  Warwick,  R.  L,  in  December,  1767.  In 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  a hatter  or  hat  maker, 
and  this  calling  he  followed,  in  addition  to  farming, 
throughout  his  career.  His  knowledge  of  the  trade 
was  acquired  under  the  Revolutionary  character  of 
much  notoriety.  General  Barton.  He  removed  to 
Killingly,  Conn.,  thence  to  Pomfret,  and  finally  to 
Charlton,  Mass.,  where  he  died,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years  and  nine  months.  Sept.  15,  1838. 

He  was  a man  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
any  community  of  which  he  became  a resident,  and 
was  noted  for  his  wit  and  brilliancy  of  repartee. 
He  made  friends  rapidly  and  firmly  and  was  a most 
royal  host,  liberal  to  a fault,  no  needy  friend  or 
stranger  being  ever  turned  away.  He  was  a man 
of  tireless  energy,  temperate  in  all  things,  a credit 
to  his  race,  and  a man  and  citizen  of  the  best  type, 
a true  American  gentleman.  He  possessed  the  fam- 
ily physical  traits,  being  a man  of  good  proportions 
and  at  one  time  weighed  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  He  was  twice  married,  the  first  wife  being 
Hope  Ann  Brown,  of  an  old  and  distinguished  New 
England  family,  and  this  marriage  occurred  Feb. 
18,  1787.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  George  B.,  born  April  20,  1788,  was  the 
father  of  Dexter  Gorton,  of  whom  account  will  be 
found  elsewhere;  Daniel,  born  April  4,  1790,  was 
a paper  manufacturer  and  for  a time  was  located  in 
Virginia,  later  being  of  Millbury,  Mass.,  where  he 
left  descendants;  Hope  Ann,  born  Jan.  20,  1792, 
married  James  Dexter;  John,  born  May  20,  1794, 
was  an  ax  and  scythe  manufacturer  of  Poland,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  and  had  descendant’s,  though  all 
of  his  children  are  now  (1906)  deceased  save  the 
youngest  daughter,  a Mrs.  Jarvis,  residing  at  Po- 
land; Sanford  is  mentioned  later;  Benjamin  Bur- 
roughs, born  March  10,  1798,  became  a paper- 
maker  and  drifted  to  Ohio,  and  he  left  descendants, 
one  of  whom  is  Mrs.  Dennis  Freeman,  of  Orange 
City,  Fla.;  Edwin  was  born  May  14,  1800,  and  died 
in  infancy;  Independence  Whipple,  born  June  10, 
1801,  resided  for  seventeen  years  in  New  Orleans, 


and  died  at  the  home  of  his  nephew.  Burroughs 
Gorton,  in  Cranston,  Dec.  21,  1873  (he  was  a tailor 
by  trade,  but  never  followed  that  calling)  ; Avis  H., 
born  Jan.  20,  1803,  married  James  Riley,  of  Rox-  i 
bury.  Mass.,  and  of  her  children  but  Edwin  is  liv- 
ing. The  mother  of  these  died  after  a life  of  great 
usefulness,  Eeb.  22,  1811,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years.  Mr.  Gorton’s  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Gor- 
ton, daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Gorton,  survived  him 
some  years  and  died  Nov.  8,  1858,  at  the  home  of 
her  grandson.  Burroughs  Gorton,  in  Charlton, 
IMass.,  when  aged  eighty-five  years.  She  was  a 
lady  of  high  intellectual  attainments  and  of  pious 
temperament,  living  a thorough  Christian  life. 

Sanford  Gorton,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  April  15,  1796,  in  Charlton, 
Mass.,  and  was  there  reared  and  found  employment 
with  his  father  for  some  years.  His  career  was 
comparatively  brief,  for  he  died  July  31,  1832,  in 
his  thirty-seventh  year.  His  years  were,  however, 
filled  with  industry  and  frugality,  gaining  for  him 
a repute  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  of  Gorton 
citizenship.  Fie  first  married  Roxanna  Wheelock,  I 
who  was  born  in  Spencer,  Mass.,  in  1794,  of  Welsh 
extraction  and  she  bore  him  six  children,  viz. : 
Emily,  born  Feb.  26,  1816,  married  (first)  a Mr. 
Meriman,  of  Princeton,  Mass.,  (second)  a Mr. 
Rice,  of  Westminster,  Mass.,  and  is  now  deceased, 
as  are  all  of  the  five  others  except  our  subject.  An- 
derson, born  March  9,  1818,  at  Charlton,  Mass., 
was  reared  a farmer,  and  was  for  a number  of 
years  a resident  of  Rhode  Island,  though  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  on  his  farm  in  New 
York  State,  where  he  left  a daughter  residing  at 
Masonville.  Oliver,  born  at  Charlton,  Oct.  26,  1820, 
learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith  with  his  uncle, 
John  Gorton,  in  Poland,  N.  Y.,  and  all  of  his  ac- 
tive years  were  employed  in  this  occupation ; he  left 
a family  of  eight,  of  whom  his  daughter  Avis  and 
sons  Byron  and  Burroughs,  of  Volney,  N.  Y.,  are 
living.  Burroughs  Gorton  was  the  fourth.  Abigail, 
born  July  21,  1825,  married  Winslow  E.  Beeman, 
of  Princeton,  Mass.,  and  of  her  children  there  are 
living,  Myron,  Emerson,  Lester,  Earnest,  Elmira, 
Flora  and  Blanche.  Roxanna,  horn  Sept.  2,  1827, 
married  'a  Mr.  Halpin,  and  removed  to  New  York 
state,  where  she  died  leaving  descendants.  The 
mother  of  these  six  children  died  May  9,  1828,  and 
Mr.  Gorton  married  Martha  Bracket,  of  Dudley, 
Mass.,  who  survived  him  for  a number  of  years, 
dying  in  about  1887.  She  was  the  mother  of: 
James  Sanford  Gorton,  born  Nov.  16,  1831,  who 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
and  was  for  some  time  employed  in  the  Brown  & 
Sharpe  establishment  in  Providence ; he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  an  important  post  with  the 
Wilcox  & Gibbs  Comi)any,  of  New  York,  with 
which  establishment  he  has  been  associated  for  a 
])eriod  of  nearly  forty  years.  John  Henry  Gorton, 
i)orn  April  23,  1833,  early  in  life  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaking ; he  was  a soldier  all  through  the 
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war  of  the  rebellion  and  also  served  two  years  in 
the  United  States  Army,  after  the  close  of  the  war ; 
he  left  children,  Alartha  and  Henry. 

Burroughs  Gorton,  our  subject  proper,  was  born 
May  9,  1823.  His  youth  was  passed  in  attendance 
at  the  old  red  school.  His  parents  both  died  when 
- he  was  quite  a small  lad  and  he  received  his  rear- 
ing and  training  at  the  hands  of  his  grandparents. 
He  assisted  with  the  cultivation  of  his  grandfather’s 
small  farm  and  there  first  manifested  the  traits  of 
industry  and  self-reliance  which  have  been  domin- 
ant throughout  his  long  and  successful  life.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  it  was  decided  that  he  learn  the  trade 
of  a bootmaker,  at  which  he  worked  diligently  for 
some  years.  Frugal  and  saving,  he  managed  to 
gather  sufficient  funds  to  acquire  the  old  homestead, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather  he  and  his 
grandmother,  between  whom  there  was  a strong 
bond  of  afifection,  lived  upon  the  old  place. 

Mr.  Gorton  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Maria  Hutchins,  who  lived  but  two  years 
after  marriage.  He  next  married,  on  July  7,  1858, 
in  Providence,  Aliss  Mercy  Ann  Arnold,  a native 
of  Warwick  and  a cousin  of  his  first  wife,  and  a 
member  of  an  old  and  distinguished  New  England 
family.  After  a year  or  more  on  the  home  place 
Mr.  Gorton  located  in  New  Jersey  for  a short  time. 
Returning  to  Charlton,  he  next  turned  westward, 
and  for  a time  was  located  at  Warren,  Ohio.  Af- 
ter a year  there  he  again  returned  to  southern 
Alassachusetts  and  next  located  in  Providence, 
where  he  established  himself  in  the  milk  trade,  in 
I which  he  was  successful  for  a long  term  of  years. 
A part  of  this  time  his  son  was  asspciated  witli  him 
in  the  business  and  they  together  built  up  an  exten- 
; sive  wholesale  trade.  His  son  Clarence  Arnold,  was 
the  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gorton.  He  was 
born  Aug.  15,  1862,  and  died  in  the  bloom  of  his 
manhood,  Jan.  20,  1895,  leaving  a widow,  Emily  M. 
(Aldrich)  Gorton,  of  Providence,  a native  of  Charl- 
ton, Mass.,  and  daughter  of  Dwight  M.  and  Hannah 
D.  (Hammond)  Aldrich.  Mr.  Gorton  is  sensitively 
tender  and  warm-hearted,  generous  and  impulsive, 
ever  ready  to  impart  of  his  substance  to  a friend,  to 
perform  a charity  or  do  a kindness  to  the  lowliest 
I and  most  humble  of  his  fellow  men.  His  great 
goodness  has  been  exercised  in  behalf  of  no  class  or 
grade  of  the  community — it  has  extended  to  all,  but 
the  devoted  sphere  of  its  exercise  has  been  in  the 
home  and  family.  Here  he  has  been  priest  and  king, 
in  the  ministrations  of  perennial  kindness  and  that 
sweeter  authority  which  is  conceded  and  justified 
by  affection. 

As  wdll  be  inferred  from  what  has  been 
written.  Air.  Gorton  is,  in  the  highest  sense, 
a self-made  man.  Like  his  prototype,  the  Charl- 
' ton  hatter,  he  has  been  the  founder,  builder  and 
maker  of  his  own  fortunes.  The  university  and 
academy  were  unknown  to  him  and  showered  upon 
; him  no  honors.  What  he  has  possessed  he  gathered 
! by  “the  process  of  accretion,  which  builds  the  ant 


heap,  particle  by  particle,  thought  by  thought,  fact 
by  fact.”  Some  years  since  he  retired  from  actual 
business  life,  though  he  continues  to  manage  his 
estate.  The  allotted  “three  score  and  ten”  have 
long  since  been  rounded  out  but  he  is  more  vigor- 
ous and  active  than  many  men  much  his  junior.  Air. 
Gorton  was  originally  a Whig,  later  a Republican, 
in  politics.  He  served  as  assessor  in  Cranston  for 
a number  of  years,  declining  to  serve  longer,  and 
also  served  as  trustee  of  his  school  district. 

Mrs.  Alercy  Ann  Gorton,  wife  of  Burroughs 
Gorton,  was  born  in  Warwick,.  R.  L,  Nov.  28,  1828, 
and  died  after  nearly  forty-seven  years  of  wedded 
life,  April  28,  1905.  We  may  here  refer  to  their 
domestic  relations.  She  was  a lady  of  more  than 
ordinary  character,  a comforting  and  devoted  wo- 
man, in  whom  there  throbbed  a warm  heart  from 
which  blossomed  the  kindliest  of  social  and  domes- 
tic virtues.  Her  home  circle  was  cheerful,  tran- 
c[uil,  a charmed  spot.  She  was  deeply  attached  to 
her  husband  and  only  son,  as  were  they  to  her,  and 
her  life  was  wholly  consecrated  to  them.  Since  1873 
the  family  home  has  been  at  No.  42  New  Fenner 
avenue,  Cranston,  where  he  built  in  that  year,  the 
excellent  Gorton  residence.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  Mr.  Gorton  has  spent  his  summers  at  Prince- 
ton, Alassachusetts. 

i 

ALARTIN.  The  Alartin  family,  which  has  long 
been  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly  respected 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  was  founded  in  this  coun- 
try  by  John  Alartin,  who  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  towns  of  Rehoboth  and  Swansea, 
Alass.,  which  was  a part  of  the  old  Plymouth  Colony 
territory. 

(I)  John  Alartin,  early  of  that  part  of  Reho- 
both, Alass.,  which  became  Swansea,  it  is  thought 
was  a son  of  Richard  Alartin,  who  came  to  New 
England  to  take  possession  of  property  left  him 
by  his  brother  Robert.  The  latter,  a husbandman, 
came  to  New  England  with  Rev.  Joseph  Hull,  in 
1635,  and  settled  in  Weymouth,  Mass.  There  are 
evidences  pointing  to  the  coming  to  New  England 
of  Richard  Alartin  with  his  son  John  with  Rev. 
John  Miles,  and  the  latter’s  Baptist  associates,  about 
1663.  Richard  is  first  of  record  in  Rehoboth  in 
Plymouth  Colony,  in  1669,  in  which  year  he  was 
appointed  surveyor  of  highways.  John  Alartin  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Swan- 
sea. He  was  a farmer  and  weaver  by  trade.  He 
held  several  town  offices  in  Swansea,  was  appointed 
constable  June  6,  1671,  surveyor  of  highways,  June 
3,  1673,  and  again  June  2,  1685.  He  married  April 
26,  1671,  Johanna  Esten,  born  June  i,  1645,  is 
said  in  Hertfordshire,  England,  daughter  of  Thomas, 
who  with  his  family  came  to  New  England  with 
Rev.  John  Alyles,  the  latter  of  whom  in  1663 
founded  the  first  Baptist  Church  established  at 
Wannamoiset,  iu  Plymouth  Colony,  which  was 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Rehoboth.  The  children 
of  John  and  Johanna  Alartin  were:  Jemima,  born 
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May  29,  1672;  Melatiah,  April  30,  1673;  John, 
March  15,  1674;  Ephraim,  Feb.  7,  1676;  Ann,  Nov. 

14,  1678;  Manassah,  Feb.  2,  1681;  Johanna,  Feb. 

15,  1682-83;  Ebenezer,  Feb.  16,  1684-85;  and  Ju- 
dith, Nov.  13,  1686. 

(II)  Ebenezer  Martin,  of  Swansea,  Mass., 
born  Feb.  16,  1684,  married  Nov.  29,  1716,  and 
settled  on  the  homestead  in  Barrington,  R.  I. 
His  children  were:  Jemima,  born  May  21,  1717; 
John,  about  1718;  Ebenezer,  about  1721 ; Nathaniel, 
in  January,  1723;  and  Abigail. 

(III)  Ebenezer  Martin  (2),  born  about  1721, 
is  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent  we  are  tracing. 

(IV)  John  Martin,  son  of  Ebenezer  (2),  mar- 
ried Betsey  Bowen,  Dec.  31,  1789,  and  they  had 
three  children:  John,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  7,  1790;  Jo- 
seph, Oct.  19,  1793 ; and  Lillis,  Dec.  18,  1797  (mar- 
ried Viall  Stanley,  Aug.  19,  1821). 

(Vj  John  Martin,  Jr.,  son  of  John,  born  Oct. 
7,  1790,  was  married  April  2,  1809,  to  Mary  With- 
erell,  member  of  a Barrington  (R.  I.)  family,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows  : ( i ) Betsey,  born 

Sept.  22,  1810,  married  (first)  a Mr.  Bowen  and 
(second)  Joseph  S.  Jayne.  (2)  Joseph  Elbridge 
was  born  Dec.  29,  1811.  (3)  Jeremiah,  born  March 
13,  1813,  married  Roby  Martin,  of  Warren.  He 
was  a sea  captain  and  died  at  Charleston,  S.  C., 
of  yellow  fever.  (4)  Hannah,  born  Sept.  21,  1814, 
married  George  Champlin,  and  had  three  sons, 
George  (deceased),  John  (of  East  Providence)  and 
Frank.  (5)  Mary  Jane,  born  April  19,  1817,  mar- 
ried Charles  H.  Collamore.  (6)  John,  born  April 
24,  1818,  married  Miss  Amy  Mowry,  and  died  in 
Millbury,  Mass.  (7)  George,  born  July  20,  1819, 
married  a Surgens  (sister  of  Gen.  Nathan  Goff’s 
wife,  Marcy  Surgens),  and  had  one  son,  John.  The 
father,  John  Martin,  Jr.,  married  for  his  second  wife 
a Miss  Blake,  and  had  three  children,  James 
B.,  Annie  and  Lillis.  Of  these  James  B. 
became  the  father  of  Dr.  James  Nelson  Martin, 
formerly  professor  in  the  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  now  of  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Mr.  Martin  lived  in  Barrington.  He  ran  a sloop 
from  Warren  to  Providence  and  around  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  set- 
tled upon  the  homestead  farm,  where  he  remained 
for  some  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  moved  to  a 
farm  in  New  Meadow  Neck,  on  the  Barneyville 
road. 

(VI)  Joseph  Elbridge  Martin,  son  of  John 
Martin,  Jr.,  was  born  Dec.  29,  1811.  He  married 
Sarah  Ann  Hubbard,  daughter  of  William  and  Han- 
nah (Brayton)  Hubbard,  and  ten  children  were 
born  to  this  marriage,  as  follows : Charles  Henry, 
born  March  25,  1835,  who  died  March  ii,  i860; 
Joseph  Elbridge;  Benjamin  Baker,  born  June  25, 
1839;  Jeremiah,  born  Feb.  4,  1842;  Joseph  El- 
bridge; Sarah  Ann,  born  July  ii,  i846»  who  mar- 
ried Charles  E.  Phinney;  Eudorah,  born  March  15, 
1849;  Annie  Wilmarth,  born  Dec.  25,  1851,  who 
married  George  G.  Cole;  Mary  Jane,  married  to 


Arthur  Lewis,  of  Drownville ; and  Charles  Otis,  j 
who  died  young.  i 

Joseph  E.  Martin  lived  in  Warren,  R.  L,  and  ! 
was  a cooper  by  trade,  following  that  business  in  i 
his  younger  days,  and  making  several  voyages  in  | 
that  capacity  in  whale  fishing.  He  was  on  some  1 
of  the  vessels  of  which  Capt.  Steven  Martin  was  | 
agent.  He  finally  became  a master  of  vessels  in  I 
the  W est  Indian  trade,  and  was  engaged  as  such  for 
several  years,  his  vessels  plying  between  Warren 
and  Cuba  and  Matanzas.  He  was  also  mate  of  a 
whaling  vessel  for  several  years,  and  made  several 
voyages  around  the  world.  Giving  up  the  sea  he 
followed  his  trade  later  at  Providence,  keeping  his 
home  in  Warren.  He  was  a regular  attendant  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Joseph  E.  Martin  died  in  1882,  ' 
and  his  wife  passed  away  Oct.  3,  1895.  j 

(VII)  Col.  Benjamin  B.  Martin  was  born  in 
WUrren,  and  was  educated  there,  leaving  high 
school  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Dr.  Otis  Bullock  as  a clerk  in 
his  drug  store,  which  was  located  on  the  very  [ 
ground  where  the  post  office  was  later  located,  and 
after  remaining  -three  years  began  an  apprentice- 
ship with  the  William  Mason  Company,  (Taunton) 
Locomotive  Works,  as  a machinist.  He  had  served 
one  year  when  the  hard  times  of  1857  burst  upon 
the  country,  and  with  many  others  Mason  failed. 
Thrown  out  of  employment,  Benjamin  B.  Martin, 
in  May,  1857,  sailed  from  New  York  as  seaman  on 
the  clipper  ship  “Warhawk,”  for  San  Francisco,  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn.  He  made  a short  trip  into  the 
mines  and  was  so  unsuccessful  that  he  was  glad 
to  get  out  of  it.  Returning  to  San  Francisco,  he 
shipped  on  the  clipper  ship  “Hound,”  for  Shanghai, 
stopping  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.  From  Shanghai 
he  went  to  Hong  Kong,  stopping  along  the  coast, 
and  then  to  Manila,  returning  to  Hong  Kong  and 
back  to  San  Francisco.  Thence  he  went  to  Mazat- 
lan.  Gulf  of  California,  Mexico,  for  orders,  went 
up  the  gulf  to  Altata  and  loaded  log  wood  for 
New  York,  returning  via  Cape  Horn  and  arriving 
home  in  December,  1859.  He  then  went  back  to 
Taunton  and  finished  his  apprenticeship,  and  from 
that  place  enlisted  in  the  navy.  He  also  enlisted 
in  the  signal  corps  from  the  same  place,  and  in 
that  connection  we  think  it  appropriate  to  give  the 
following  document,  which  gives  a brief  but  com- 
plete account  of  his  enlisting  record : 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 
Adjutant  General’s  office, 
Providence,  April  12,  1892. 

General  Orders  No.  ii. 

1.  The  following  named  officer  is  hereby  placed  on 
the  “Retired  List  of  Commissioned  Officers  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Militia,”  to  date  from  April  20,  1892,  in  accordance 
with  Sections  i,  2 and  3,  , Chapter  1023,  Public  Laws 
passed  Aug.  5,  1891,  and  is  entitled  on  state  occasions  to 
wear  the  uniform  of  the  highest  rank  held  by  him. 

Benjamin  B.  Martin,  Colonel. 

Seaman  U.  S.  Navy,  May  27,  1861,  to  March  30,  1862. 
Private,  Company  I,  9th  R.  I.  Vols.,  May  26,  1862.  Cor- 
poral, July  3,  1862.  Mustered  out  of  U.  S.  service,  Sept. 
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2 1862.  Signal  Corps.  U.  S.  A.,  March  28,  1863,  and  mus- 
tered out  Aug.  4,  1865.  Adjutant,  Warren  Artillery,  April 
22  1867.  Colonel,  Warren  Artillery,  April  20,  1868.  Briga- 
dier General,  sth  Brigade,  R.  I.  M.,  March  5,  1872.  Colo- 
nel Warren  Artillery,  May  26,  1873.  Colonel,  Warren 
Artillery,  May  4,  1874.  Colonel,  2d  Batt.  Inf’y,  R.  I.  M., 
July  21,  1875.  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2d  Batt.  Inf’y,  R-  I- 
M June  16,  1879.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  2d  Batt.  Inf’y,  R. 

I.  M.,  June  16,  1883,  to  June  8,  1887.  Colonel,  Warren 
Artiliery,  April  20,  1891,  to  April  20,  1892. 

II.  Brigadier  General  Hiram  Kendall  having  this  day 
qualified  as  Brigadier  General  commanding  the  Brigade, 
R.  I.  M.,  Col.  James  Moran,  2d  Regt.  Infy.,  R.  1.  M.,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Brigade,  R.  1.  M. 

III.  1st  Lieut.  Frank  Canning,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General,  is  also  relieved  from  duty  as  such  and  will 
report  to  his  regiment. 

By  order  of  Herbert  W.  Ladd, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

Elisha  Dyer, 

Adjutant  General. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Martin  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  in  Taunton  for  a time,  coming  to 
Warren  in  1866.  Here  he  was  employed  by  the 
Inman  Company  for  a time,  until  his  appointment 
as  postmaster  of  Warren,  in  February,  1877.  He 
was  nominated  by  President  Grant  at  the  above 
date,  and  the  nomination  was  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  about  the  20th  of  March  following,  after 
the  inauguration  of  President  Hayes.  He  was 
appointed  consecutively  up  to  -the  second  adminis- 
tration of  President  Cleveland,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  William  B.  Nichols.  On  Aug.  20,  1899, 
Colonel  Martin  was  again  appointed,  by  President 
McKinley,  and  was  re-appointed  by  President 
Roosevelt,  Dec.  19,  1903,  for  four  yearS.  Since  the 
office  has  become  a Presidential  appointment  IMr. 
Martin  has  been  its  longest  incumbent.  He  has  been 
a stanch  Republican,  as  may  have  ]Deen  inferred, 
and  has  served  the  public  in  other  capacities,  hav- 
ing been  superintendent  of  the  water  works  from 
1882  to  1904,  and  being  the  present  incumbent  of 
that  office.  He  was  the  first  manager  of  the  Provi- 
dence Telephone  Company,  serving  as  such  for 
seventeen  years,  and  discharged  the  duties  until  the 
business  increased  to  such  proportions  that  he  could 
not  well  attend  to  all  of  them. 

Socially  Mr.  Martin  is  well . known,  being  a 
member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  which  he  has  been  master;  member  of  So- 
wamset  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. ; Prescott  Post,  No.  i, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Providence ; of  the  United  States  Vet- 
erans Association,  of  which  he  was  president  from 
July,  1893,  to  July  18,  1894;  and  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. He  was  vice-president  of  the  George  Hail 
Free  Library  Association  for  twenty-seven  years, 
and  president  one  year.  He  was  a director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Warren  for  six  or  seven 
years. 

Colonel  Martin  married  Anna  M.  Place,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Samuel  Place,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  and 
they  have  had  one  daughter,  Alice  Rhodes  Martin, 
who  is  at  present  a student  in  Brown  University. 


HENRY  KELBY  GARDINER,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  best  known  physicians  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  State,  was  born  April  27,  1857,  at  Pawtucket, 
R.  1.  He  is  descended  through  Nathaniel,  Joseph 
Brown  and  John  from  Richard  Gardiner,  who  enlist- 
ed at  South  Kingstown  and  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  under  Capt.  John  Gardiner  and  Colo- 
nel Dyer.  On  Aug.  22,  1832,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  he  applied  for  a pension  for  two  years’ 
service,  at  that  time  being  a resident  of  Warwick. 

John  Gardiner,  father  of  Dr.  Gardiner,  died  in 
Providence,  R.  L,  Nov.  23,  1864,  in  his  twenty- 
ninth  year.  His  wife,  Ellen  Kelby,  died  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Henry  Kelby,  John  W.  and  Walter  L. ; the  last 
named  died  in  Texas. 

At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  Henry  Kelby 
Gardiner  was  employed  in  making  ship  anchor 
chains  in  Providence,  R.  I.  For  some  years  he 
worked  for  W.  B.  Blanding,  one  of  the  leadiyg 
druggists  of  Providence,  and  from  1878  to  1880 
was  pharmacist  at  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital.  He 
attended  lectures  at  Bowdoin  College,  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  on  Nov.  15, 
1881,  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  Following  his  graduation  he  prac- 
ticed for  some  four  years  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  be- 
ing medical  externe  at  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
from  1862  to  1885,  later  practiced  in  Charlestown, 
R.  I.,  and  in  1887  located  in  Wakefield.  He  was 
town  physician  of  Charlestown  in  1886-87  su- 
perintendent of  schools  during  the  same  years. 
Dr.  Gardiner  is  a member  of  the  Washington 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  vice- 
president  in  1904,  and  president  in  1905  ; of  the 
State  Aledico-Legal  Society,  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society,  and  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation. From  1893  to  1904  he  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  South  Kingstown  high 
school.  In  fraternal  connection.  Dr.  Gardiner  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. ; of  Hope  Lodge,  No. 
25,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  master, 
and  of  Franklin  Chapter,  No.  7,  of  Hope  Valley. 
He  has  been  vestryman  and  warden  of  the  Church 
of  the  Ascension  at  Wakefield,  Rhode  Island. 

On  April  27,  1882,  Dr.  Gardiner  married  Mary 
Penn  Case,  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Ruth  Spencer 
(Knowles)  Case,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 
Robert  Franklin,  April  8,  1885 ; Harold  Lincoln, 
Aug.  II,  1887,  and  Henry  Wallace,  Oct.  31,  1888. 

Henry  Case,  grandfather  of  Airs.  Gardiner,  was 
born  July  5,  1792,  and  his  wife,  Maria,  was  born 
March  31,  1799.  They  had  two  children:  John 
P.,  born  Dec.  7,  1818,  and  Sarah,  who  married 
Robert  R.  Knowles.  Henry  Case  was  a farmer,  and 
lived  at  Curtis  Corner,  South  Kingstown. 

John  P.  Case,  father  of  Airs.  Gardiner,  died  aged 
sixty  years.  For  a few  years  he  was  a public  officer 
and  detective  in  Providence.  On  March  14,  1842, 
he  married  Ruth  Spencer  Knowles,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  and  to 
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them  came  children  as  follows:  Benjamin  H., 
was  born  Jan.  4,  1844;  John  h.,  born  Oct.  12, 
1846,  died  July  31,  1847;  R^4h  M.,  born  July  25, 
1848,  married  J.  L.  Litch,  of  W ollaston,  iViass. : a 
son,  born  Oct.  7,  1850,  died  Oct.  25,  1850;  John  E., 
born  Nov.  7,  1851,  died  in  1904;  a child  born  Oct. 
9,  1854,  died  two  days  later;  and  Mary  Penn,  born 
June  24,  1859,  married  Dr.  Henry  Kelby  Gardiner. 

Robert  R.  Knowles,  the  uncle  of  Airs.  Gardiner, 
was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  March  10,  1815, 
and  died  Feb.  12,  1889,  at  the  Doctor’s  home.  His 
early  life  was  passed  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
born,  and  while  engaged  in  the  necessary  duties  of 
farm  life,  he  developed  those  sterling  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  which  fitted  him  for  the  sphere  he 
was  to  occupy  in  after  life.  Possessed  of  an  active 
mind  and  an  ambitious  temperament,  his  farm  life 
seemed  uncongenial  to  him,  the  stirring  activities 
of  commercial  life  being  better  suited  to  his  taste. 
His  business  career  extended  over  a long  term  of 
years,  his  firm,  of  which  ex-Governor  Padelford 
was  a member,  being  at  one  time  the  leading  whole- 
sale grocery  house  of  the  State.  He  retired  from 
active  business  life  about  i875>  but  after  that  time 
was  by  no  means  idle.  Being  a shrewd,  keen,  busi- 
ness man,  he  was  eminently  fitted  for  the  positions 
of  trust  which  he  so  often  filled  with  honor  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  those  for  whose  welfare 
he  was  concerned.  The  numerous  estates  in  Bos- 
ton, Cambridge  and  Providence  which  were,  entrust- 
ed to  his  management,  and  the  safe  Coui^sel  in  the 
guidance  of  the  estate  of  W^illiam  G.  Ken}  on  of 
Wakefield,  attest  to  his  strict  integrity  and  the 
wide  range  of  his  capabilities. 

In  his  religious  life  Air.  Knowles  exhibited  the 
characteristics  of  the  highest  type  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. He  was  bound  to  no  sect,  although  perhaps 
possessing  fixed  and  definite  convictions  regarding 
“things  present  and  things  to  come.”  In  early  life 
he  united  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  He 
gave  of  his  means  and  his  labors  unstintedly  for  his 
Alaster.  Air.  Knowles  was  solicitous  for  the  wel- 
fare of  “such  as  are  of  the  household  of  faith,” 
encouraging  by  both  word  and  deed  the  dishearten- 
ed and  unfortunate.  To  know  him  was  to  love  and 
respect  him,  and  in  his  death  not  only  did  his  im- 
mediate connections  mourn  his  loss,  but  the  public 
in  general  felt  that  truly  a good  man  had  gone  from 
among  them. 

WFIEATON  (Providence  and  Warren  fami- 
lies). For  more  than  two  hundred  and  sixty  years 
the  Wheatons  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  the  neigh- 
boring towns  in  that  State  and  in  Rhode  Island 
have  been  a continuous  family  in  that  region  of 
country,  and  many  of  the  name  and  blood  have 
both  at  home  and  in  the  country  at  large  reached 
high  station  in  the  various  walks  of  life — some  be- 
coming men  of  eminence  and  distinction. 

Among  the  Wheatons  of  Providence  have  been 
a number  of  physicians  whose  reputations  have 


brought  honor  to  the  profession.  Like  the  old 
Providence  Bowen  family  the  Providence  Whea-  1 
tons  have  been  a family  of  physicians.  The  ! 
Wheaton  family  of  this  section  has  also  been  } 
well  represented  in  the  wars  of  our  country  I 
from  the  early  Colonial  period,  one  member 
reaching  the  high  rank  of  brigadier-general,  whose- 
honor  it  was  not  only  to  command  a brigade  but 
a -division,  and  to  win  the  commission  of  major- 
general  by  brevet.  Reference  is  made  to  Gen.  Frank 
Wheaton,  U.  S.  A.  Such  names  as  Dr.  Levi,  Dr. 
W’alter,  Dr.  Francis  L.  and  Dr.  James  L.  Wheaton, 
of  the  older  generations,  some  of  whose  sons  and 
grandsons  still  represent  the  family  in  the  medical 
profession,  and  the  names  of  Hon.  Henry  Whea-  i 
ton,  the  scholar,  lawyer,  diplomat  and  author,  Hon.  j 
'John  Robert  Wheaton,  Sr.,  of  Warren,  whose  son,  [ 
the  late  John  Robert  Wheaton,  was  for  over  thirty- 
seven  years  secretary  and  treasurer  of  one  of  the 
large  insurance  companies  of  the  city,  all  reflect 
credit  on  the  name  they  bear. 

This  article  is  designed  to  treat  briefly  of  the  ' 
lives  and  lineage  of  some  of  these  Wheatons  of 
Providence  and  vicinity.  In  what  follows  Roman 
characters  are  used  to  designate  generations  from 
the  emigrant  ancestor  and  settler. 

(I)  Robert  Wheaton,  born  in  1606,  was  of  Re- 
hoboth, Alass.,  1643-46,  Avho,  says  family  tradition, 
came  to  New  England  about  1636,  from  Swansea, 
Wales,  settled  first  in  Salem,  but  because  he  would 
not  take  the  oath  he  was  warned  out.  From  there 
he  went  to  Boston,  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
for  the  same  reason.  He  then  settled  in  Rehoboth, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors.  A 
descendant  of  his  is  now  living  in  a house  on  the  or- 
iginal grant.  He  married  Alice  Bowen,  daughter 
of  Richard,  and  his  children  were:  Joseph,  Samuel 
and  Jeremiah,  all  three  born  in  Salem;  Obadiah,^ 
born  Jan.  20,  1647;  John,  April  20,  1650;  Bethia, 
Alay  20,  1652;  Hannah,  Sept.  18,  1654;  Mary,  Nov. 

4,  1656;  Ephraim,  Oct.  20,  1659;  and  Benjamin, 
the  last  of, February,  1661. 

(II)  Ephraim  AVheaton,  born  Oct.  20,  1659,  in 
Rehoboth,  Alass.,  married  Jan.  7,  1684,  Alary  Ma- 
son, born  Feb.  7,  -1660,  daughter  of  Sampson  Ala- 
son,  of  Rehoboth,  and  their  children  were:  James, 
born  Oct.  7,  1685;  Abijah,  Alarch  14,  1686-87; 
Robert,  Feb.  14,  1688;  Ephraim,  Jan.  10,  1690-91, 
in  Rehoboth  (married  Abigail  Whipple,  and  had 
children — Ephraim,  born  Sept.  21,  1724,  George, 
born  Aug.  18,  1728,  and  Amos)  ; Alary,  born  Feb. 
25,  1693-94;  Hannah,  March  4,  1695-96;  Daniel, 
Aug.  24,  1698  (married  Feb.  3,  1731,  Tabitha 
Bowen,  born  in  1711,  and  their  son  Nathaniel,  born 
Dec.  30,  1732,  married  June  26,  1757,  Hannah 
Burr)  ; Else,  Nov.  26,  1700;  and  Freelove,  June  i, 
1703. 

(HI)  James  Wheaton,  born  Oct.  7,  1685,  mar- 
ried Alay  15,  1712,  Mary  Shaw,  and  their  children 
were:  Caleb,  born  Oct.  i,  1713;  William,  Oct.  18, 
1715;  James,  Dec.  ii,  1717;  Mary,  Oct.  14,  1720; 
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Hannah,  Oct.  4,  1726;  Comfort,  Dec.  4,  1727;  Con- 
stantine, Jan.  28,  1730;  and  Mason,  Sept.  30,  1733. 

(IV)  James  Wheaton  (2),  born  Dec.  ii,  1717,- 
in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Sarah,  and  their  chil- 
dren were;  Sibbell,  born  Jan.  17,  1753;  Olive, 
Nov.  22,  1754;  Sibbell  (2),  Feb.  27,  1756;  Cynthia, 
Dec.  22,  1757;  Lydia,  Feb.  28,  1759;  Charles, 
March  18,  1761  ;•  and  Jesse,  May  17,  1762. 

(V)  Charles  Wheaton,  born  March  18,  1761, 
in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  when  quite  young.  He  mar- 
ried in  Warren,  R.  L,  Sept.  26,  1784,  Abigail  Mil- 
ler, born  Dec.  26,  1766,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Rebecca  (Barton)  Miller,  of  Warren,  R.  L,  he  a 
patriot  of  the  Revolution  (See  Miller  Family,  else- 
where). To  this  marriage  came  children  as  fol- 
lows: Nathan  Miller,  born  June  28,  1785;  Seth, 
Sept.  25,  1786;  Abigail,  May  21,  1789;  Charles, 
June  28,  1791 ; John  Robert,  Nov.  i,  1793;  George, 
Nov.  24,  1795;  one  unnamed,  in  1797  (died  the 
same  year)  ; Samuel,  April  24,  1799;  Laura,  March 
15,  1801  (married  Commodore  Joel  Abbot,  U.  S. 
N.)  ; Daniel  Bowen,  Aug.  3,  1803;  and  William 
Turner,  Jan.  26,  1806. 

(VI)  Nathan  Miller  Wheaton,  son  of  Charles, 
born  June  28,  1785,  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  Mary,  bearing  him  one  child,  Abby.  By  his 
second  wife.  Content  Brayton  Maxwell,  he  had 
children  as  follows : Elbridge  Gerry,  born  Feb.  16, 
1816;  Mary,  born  April  ii,  1818,  died  July  22, 
1880;  Emma,  born  June  9,  1820;  Laura  Francis, 
born  March  26,  1823 ; Rebecca,  born  Jan.  20,  1826, 
died  April  12,  1861 Susan,  born  Alay  ii,  1827; 
Charles,  born  May  29,  1829;  and  Elizabeth  S., 
born  in  January,  1832. 

(VII)  Elbridge  Gerry  Wheaton,  son  of  Nathan 
Miller,  born  Feb.  16,  1816,  married  Nov.  4,  1838, 
Abigail  Cole,  who  was  born  in  March,  1817,  daugh- 
ter of  Luther  and  Elizabeth  (Coy)  Cole.  Children 
as  follows  were  born  to  this  union : Henry,  Nov. 
25;  1839;  James  Maxwell,  Alarch  10,  1842;  George 
Lewis  Cooke,  June  i,  1844;  Clara,  Jan.  28,  1847; 
Grace,  Aug.  24,  1849;  Susan,  April  22,  1851. 

(VIII)  James  Maxwell  Wheaton,  son  of 
Elbridge  Gerry,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Warren  and  under  the  private  tutelage  of  Na- 
than Moore,  formerly  a teacher  in  the  public  schools. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  employed  in  his  father’s 
store  until  the  war  broke  out,  when  he  enlisted  in 
November,  1861,  in  the  5th  Rhode  Island  Regiment. 
He  was  mustered  in,  however,  as  second  lieuten- 
ant, Dec.  14,  1861,  in  the  same  regiment,  was  pro- 
moted to  a first  lieutenancy  June  9,  1862,  and  was 
mustered  out  Dec.  22,  1864.  He  was  adjutant  of  his 
regiment  from  some  time  in  1862  to  1864,  was  de- 
tailed on  recruit  service  in  North  Carolina,  and  re- 
cruited a colored  regiment,  of  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed major  by  Gen.  Butler,  but  was  never  mus- 
tered in.  During  the  winter  and  spring  of  1865 
Mr.  Wheaton  attended  a commercial  school  in 


Providence,  graduating  therefrom  in  April  of  that 
year,  after  which  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was 
appointed  inspector  in  the  custom  house.  He  re- 
mained there  until  December,  1865,  when  he  be- 
came paymaster  of  the  Russell  Paper  Company, 
of  Lawrence,  Mass.  In  this  company  he  occupied 
various  positions  until  he  finally  became  its  man- 
ager, and  continued  as  such  until  the  time  the 
mills  were  sold  to  the  International  Paper  Company, 
in  1898.  He  then  became  treasurer  of  a new  com- 
pany known  as  the  Russell  Company,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  since  occupied.  Mr.  Wheaton  is  also 
assistant  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Androscog- 
gin Pulp  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Somerset  & 
Kennebeck  Company  and  the  Bellows  Falls  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Rus- 
sell Coal  Mining  Company,  and  has  other  import- 
ant business  connections.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

Air.  Wheaton  was  married,  June  19,  1866,  to 
Julia  A.  S.  Gooding,  a daughter  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  they  have  two  children  : 
Edith,  married  to  Dr.  Nelson  R.  Hall,  of  Warren, 
R.  I.;  and  Alice,  married  to  William  P.  Sergeant, 
of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

(VI)  John  Robert  Wheaton,  Sr.,  son  of  Charles, 
was  born  Nov.  i,  1793,  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  in  the 
house  which  his  father  and  grandfather  built.  He 
received  his  schooling  in  his  native  town,  and  be- 
gan his,  active  career  in  the  mercantile  business, 
with  his  brother  Nathan  Aliller  Wheaton,  on  the 
corner  of  Aliller  and  Union  streets.  The  firm 
dealt  in  ship  supplies,  conducting  what  would  now  be 
a general  department  store,  and  John  R.  Wheaton 
continued  in  the  business  for  a short  time,  when 
his  brother  William  Turner  took  it.  After  that  he 
gave  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  shipping,  and 
was  largely  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade,  then 
a great  source  of  profit.  When  the  whaling  busi- 
ness became  much  depressed  he  retired  from  ship- 
ping as  being  unprofitable,  and  then  he  personally 
solicited  subscriptions  for  the  building  of  No.  i 
Mill  of  the  Warren  Alanufacturing  Company,  he 
and  his  brothers  being  among  the  largest  stockhold- 
ers in  this  mill.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
company,  and  continued  in  that  position  until  his 
death,  after  which  his  brother  Nathan  Aliller  took 
the  office.  He  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
George  Wheaton.  This  was  the  last  business  en- 
terprise in  which  John  R.  Wheaton  took  an  active 
interest,  and  to  his  connection  therewith  was  prin- 
cipally due  the  earlier  success  of  the  concern.  To 
it  he  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  tal- 
ents, yet  he  found  opportunity  also  to  serve  his  fel- 
low men,  both  in  public  position  and  in  the  exercise 
of  a wide-reaching  benevolence.  He  also  had  many 
minor  interests  in  which  he  found  pleasure  and 
respite  from  business  cares.  Air.  Wheaton  was 
president  of  the  town  council  for  many  years,  and 
served  also  in  both  branches  of  the  General  Assem- 
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bly  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  senior  warden 
of  St.  Mark’s  for  a considerable  period,  and  the 
church  was  organized  through  his  influence.  He 
was  a man  of  unusual  ability  in  many  lines,  and  an 
accomplished  gentleman,  much  respected  and  wield- 
ing great  influence  in  his  home  town.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Philanthropic  Society  of  Warren, 
and  was  also  a member  of  the  Horticultural  Society 
of  the  State.  He  died  Sept.  24,  1855. 

John  Robert  Wheaton  was  married  Nov.  9, 

1825,  to  Rebecca  Maxwell  Eddy,  who  was  born 
March  8,  1804,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Abigail 
(Nabby)  (Maxwell)  Eddy,  he  a descendant  of 
Samuel  Eddy,  of  Plymouth,  Mass^,  1631,  through 
Zachariah  and  Alice  (Paddock),  Caleb  and  Bethia 
(Smith),  and  Caleb  and  Sarah  (Cole)  Eddy.  (See 
Eddy  Family.)  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wheaton  were : Annie  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  26, 

1826,  (died  Feb.  i,  1895);  Abby  Eddy,  July  26, 
1828  (died  April  i,  1883)  ; Catharine,  Oct.  7,  1830; 
Alice,  Feb.  6,  1833,  (these  two  ladies  occupying 
the  homestead  on  Union  Street,  Warren)  ; John 
Robert,  March  21,  1835;  Rebecca  Eddy,  Aug.  ii, 
1837,  (died  Jan.  16,  1893)  ; William  Turner,  Dec. 
10,  1839,  (died  Aug.  18,  1867)  ; and  Florence,  Dec. 
I,  1846,  (died  July  7,  1867). 

(VH)  John  Robert  Wheaton,  Jr.,  was  born 
March  21,  1835,  at  Warren,  and  was  educated  at 
St.  Mark’s  Parochial  and  Classical  School  in  War- 
ren, receiving  the  best  part  of  his  schooling  there. 
After  leaving  school  he  entered  the  store  of  his 
cousin,  Elbridge  G.  Wheaton,  and  was  with  him 
for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  going  to 
Boston  to  work  as  clerk  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods 
house  of  Ordway,  Prince  & Co.  After  continuing 
there  about  one  year  he  returned  home,  and  this 
being  just  after  his  father’s  death  he  was  not  reg- 
ularly employed  for  two  years.  He  enlisted.  May 
26,  1862,  as  a private  in  Company  I,  9th  Rhode 
Island  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  served  for  the 
full  time  of  his  enlistment,  four  months,  principally 
in  the  defense  of  Washington  and  in  northern  Vir- 
ginia. During  a part  of  this  time  he  was  on  detail 
work.  In  1863  George  Lewis  Cooke  was  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly  brigadier-general  and 
quartermaster-general  of  the  State,  and  Mr.  Whea- 
ton was  clerk  under  him.  After  Gen.  Cooke  re- 
tired Dewitt  C.  Remington  was  chosen,  and  Mr. 
Wheaton  remained  with  him.  Un  Jan.  i,  1866,  Mr. 
Wheaton  began  his  connection  with  the  insurance 
business,  having  been  chosen  secretary  of  the  Frank- 
lin Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  part  of  the  time  he  served  not  only  as 
secretary,  but  also  as  treasurer.  After  a service 
covering  the  unusually  long  period  of  thirty-seven 
years  and  five  months  he  voluntarily  retired,  per- 
emptorily refusing  re-election,  which  was  strong- 
ly urged  upon  him.  This  ended  an  active  business 
life  of  fifty-one  years  and  some  months,  a record 
as  remarkable  for  its  length  as  for  continued  suc- 


cess. Mr.  Wheaton  lived  in  the  house  built  by  his 
father,  on  the  land  given  the  latter  by  his  father, 
and  his  death  occurred  April  14,  1907,  in  the  room 
in  which  he  was  born. 

For  twenty  years  or  more  Mr.  Wheaton  had  been 
a vestryman  of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Churchman’s  Club  of  Rhode  Island,  to  - 
which  he  had  belonged  from  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation. He  was  one  of  the  few  surviving  original  | 
members  of  the  George  Haile  Free  Library,  hav- 
ing been  at  the  first  meeting,  when  they  organized. 
He  held  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  the  Warren  Club 
of  Warren,  the  Wannamoisett  Fox  Hunting  Club 
and  the  Bristol  County  Game  and  Fish  Protective 
Association  and  showed  himself  well  able  to  sus- 
tain the  family  name  and  prestige  in  every  relation 
of  life.  His  long  career  was  one  of  useful  activity, 
both  in  the  discharge  of  his  business  and  social 
obligations,  and  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the 
man  himself,  as  well  as  upon  his  training  and  an- 
cestry. Mr.  Wheaton  never  married. 

(HI)  Robert  Wheaton  (2),  son  of  Ephraim, 
born  Feb.  14,  1688,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married 
Oct.  II,  1712,  Susanna,  daughter  of  William  Salis- 
bury, and  their  children  were : Anna,  born  Oct.  9, 
1713;  Patience,  born  May  15,  1717;  Andrew,  born 
Aug.  15,  1721 ; and  Robert,  born  June  22,  1728. 

(IV)  Andrew  Wheaton,  son  of  Robert  (2), 
born  Aug.  15,  1721,  married  Dec.  29,  1745,  Lydia 
Carpenter,  daughter  of  Job  Carpenter,  of  Barring- 
ton, and  their  children  were 'born  as  follows;  An- 
drew, Nov.  16,  1746;  Lucas,  Sept.  25,  1748;  Lydia, 
Aug.  5,  1750;  Robert,  Sept.  16,  1752;  and  Susannah, 
Nov.  26,  1754. 

(V)  Lucas  Wheaton,  son  of  Andrew,  born  Sept. 
25,  1748,  married  Elizabeth  (Betsey)  Short,  and 
their  children  were:  Lydia,  born  Nov.  14,  1786; 
Job,  Jan.  22,  1789;  Lucas,  Sept.  27,  1791;  James, 
Jan.  24,  1794;  Betsey,  Feb.  ii,  1796;  Wilbur,  Sept. 

8,  1798;  and  Sarah  S.,  April  16,  1802,  married  Cyril 
Reed. 

(VI)  James  Wheaton,  son  of  Lucas,  was  born 
Jan.  24,  1794,  at  the  old  Wheaton  homestead  in  Re- 
hoboth, Mass.,  and  was  a resident  of  that  locality 
until  his  removal  to  Pawtucket  in  1810.  He  died 
about  1887.  He  married  Martha  Hopkins,  who  was 
born  April  8,  1797,  in  Pawtucket,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Rachael  (Anthony)  Hopkins,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Hopkins,  who  came  from 
England  and  is  of  record  at  Providence  in  1640,  on 
July  27th  of  which  year  he  was  one  of  the  thirty- 
nine  who  signed  an  agreement  for  a form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  was  later  a prominent  public  man, 
serving  a number  of  times  as  deputy,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  He  had  two  sons, 
William  and  Thomas  (2),  Dr.  Wheaton  being  de- 
scended from  Thomas  (2).  Stephen  Hopkins,  the 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  a 
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descendant  of  William.  Rachael  Anthony  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Anthony,  of  Warren,  and  Rachael 
Bullock,  of  Rehoboth. 

(VII)  James  Lucas  Wheaton,  M.  D.,  son  of 
James,  born  March  14,  1823,  in  the  village  of  Paw- 
tucket, then  in  the  town  of  Seekonk,  but  after  1828 
included  in  the  town  of  Pawtucket,  Mass.,  married 
May  15,  1850,  Anna  Maria,  daughter  of  Charles 
B.  and  A.  Eliza  Jenckes,  of  Grafton,  Mass.,  and 
the  marriage  was  blessed  with  four  children. 

Dr.  Wheaton  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  country 
of  his  ancestors,  the  town  of  his  birth  prior  to  1812 
being  embraced  within  the  ancient  town  of  Reho- 
both, once  a part  of  the  old  Colony.  Coming  from 
a family  of  physicians  young  Wheaton  was  inclined 
to  that  profession,  and  soon  began  preparations  for 
a collegiate  education  which  later  delicate  health 
prevented  his  acquiring.  With  time,  however,  his 
health  improved,  and  when  about  twenty  years  of 
age  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  di- 
rection of  Drs.  Manchester  and  Barrows.  Subse- 
quently he  entered  the  Berkshire  Medical  College, 
at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1847,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  While 
a student  he  took  a course  of  lectures  at  Harvard 
Medical  College,  and  also  a course  of  about  four 
months  at  Woodstock,  all  in  addition  to  his  other 
preparation ; and  he  was  present  at  the  first  opera- 
tion made  under  ether  as  an  anesthetic  by  Dr.  War- 
ren. In  June  of  1847  Dr.  Wheaton  located  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Pawtucket,  which,  in- 
cluding the  surrounding  country,  has  for  upward 
of  fifty  years  been  the  scene  of  his  busy  career, 
and  active,  successful  professional  practice.  His 
place  of  residence,  however,  since  1852,  has  been 
at  a point  in  North  Providence  directly  opposite 
Pawtucket.  For  a period  of  seven  years  he  was 
associated  in  practice  with  his  old  preceptor — Dr. 
Manchester.  In  1871  he  associated  with  him  his 
son-in-law.  Dr.  Julian  A.  Chase,  and  in  later  years 
his  son,  James  Lucas  Wheaton,  Jr. 

Dr.  Wheaton’s  political  affiliations  have  been 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  his  earlier  life  he 
was  active  in  the  councils-  of  that  party.  He  was 
twice  honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen  with  a seat 
in  the  General  Assembly,  representing  North  Prov- 
idence in  that  body  in  1857  and  1858.  He  served 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Education,  and  in 
this  position  he  strenuously  pushed  an  amendment 
to  the  laws  to  permit  colored  children  to  attend  the 
public  schools  in  common  with  the  white,  and  also 
to  permit  the  colored  scholars  to  enter  the  high 
schools;  but  the  majority  of  the  committee  reported 
back  to  the  Assembly  unfavorably,  and  Dr.  Whea- 
ton had  to  content  himself  with  presenting  and 
having  recorded  a minority  report  which  represented 
his  views.  The  agitation  resultant  from  this  pro- 
gressive measure  ultimately  compassed  the  end  for 
which  he  so  earnestly  strove. 

During  his  long  professional  career  Dr.  Whea- 
ton has  been  blessed  with  vigorous  health  and  has 


been  equal  to  the  demands  of  his  large  practice.  He 
has  borne  the  highest  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community  in  which  he  has  lived  and  been  a use- 
ful and  honored  citizen.  He  was  long  actively  and 
officially  connected  with  the  Rhode  Island  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society,  and  served  as  its  president 
for  the  years  1876,  1877  and  1878.  He  retired  from 
practice  Aug.  i,  1898,  after  a highly  successful 
career  of  fifty-two  years,  during  which  time  he  per- 
formed in  full  measure  the  duties  of  a well-rounded 
life. 

To  Dr.  Wheaton  and  his  wife  have  come  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Martha  Jenckes,  who  married 
(first)  Dr.  William  P.  White,  and  after  his  death, 
in  1870,  (second)  Dr.  J.  A.  Chase,  who  is  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Pawtucket ; 
Anna  Frances,  wife  of  S.  Frank  Dexter,  formerly 
manager  of  the  Dexter  Yarn  Company  at  Paw- 
tucket; Jessie  L.,  who  died  in  1864;  James  Lu- 
cas, born  July  9,  1868. 

(VIII)  James  Lucas  Wheaton,  AT  D.,  Jr., 
was  prepared  for  college,  entered  Brown  Univer- 
sity, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891,  was 
graduated  in  1894  from  Harvard  Aledical  School, 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  then  furthered  his 
medical  studies  for  one  year  at  the  University  of 
Berlin,  Germany,  graduating  from  that  institution. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  married  Oct.  14,  1897,  to  Miss  Florence  Ev- 
elyn Jeffords,  who  was  born  June  15,  1876,  daughter 
of  John  Gillespie  and  Alary  E.  (Darling)  Jeffords, 
and  granddaughter  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Lucius  B.  Dar- 
ling. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wheaton  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, namely : James  Lucas  III,  born  Oct.  4, 
1899,  and  Dorothy  Evelyn,  born  Alay  ii,  1903. 

CAPT.  ALBERT  CHURCH,  of  the  Life  Saving 
Station  at  Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  oldest  captain  in  years  of  faith- 
ful service  in  the  Third  District.  He  was  born  at 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  April  20,  1850,  and  belongs  to 
an  old  family  of  the  State,  the  record  of  his  an- 
cestry being  as  follows ; 

(I)  Caleb  Church,  married  Sept.  16,  1731,  Re- 
becca Brand  and  their  children  of  Westerly 
Town  record  (according  to  Arnold)  were: 
Caleb,  born  Alarch  6,  1732;  Joshua,  born  June  4, 
1734;  Charles,  born  July  26,  1736,  and  Samuel, 
born  Oct.  30,  1738. 

(II)  Charles  Church,  son  of  Caleb  and  Rebecca 
born  July  (or  Aug.)  26,  1736  (or  1737),  married 
Jan.  12,  1759,  Susanna,  born  Sept.  4,  1741,  and  their 
children  of'  Charlestown  town  record  (according 
to  Arnold)  were:  Lydia,  who  was  born  in  1759; 
Sylvester,  born  June  28,  1761,  who  died  May  3, 
1762;  Penelope,  born  Aug.  8,  1763;  Asa,  born 
July  13,  1766;  Anna,  born  Oct.  i,  1768;  Elizabeth, 
born  July  21,  1771;  Charles,  born  April  17,  1774; 
Alary,  born  April  8,  1776;  Samuel  K.,  born  Alay 
21,  1778;  Rebecca,  born  Nov.  4,  1780,  who  died 
Dec.  16,  1782;  Susanna,  born  July  13,  1782;  and 
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Rebecca  (2),  born  April  17,  1784.  The  father  of 
these  died  Dec.  21,  1785,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  Aug.  8,  1831. 

(III)  Asa  Church,  son  of  Charles  and  Susanna, 
born  July  13,  1766,  married  in  1793,  Dorcas,  born 
Sept.  24,  1769,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Dorcas 
(Sheffield)  Clarke,  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I. 
He  was  a descendant  of  John  Clarke,  through  John 
(2),  Thomas,  -Joseph,  Joshua  and  William  Clarke. 
The  children  born  to  Asa  Church  and  his  wife 
were:  Charles,  born  Aug.  25,  1794;  Dorcas,  born 
Oct.  18,  1796;  Mary,  born  July  20,  1800,  who  died 
Oct.  5,  1801;  klary  (2),  born  June  22,  1802;  Jo- 
seph Clarke,  born  April  7,  1805  ; Anna,  born  Oct. 
23,  1807;  Asa  born  April  13,  1810;  and  Albert,  born 
March  4,  1813.  The  father  of  this  family  was  an 
agriculturist  all  his  life. 

(IV)  Albert  Church,  the  father  of  the  Captain, 
was  for  many  years  town  sergeant  of  Charlestown, 
and  was  principally  engaged  in  farming  and  fish- 
ing there,  living  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  Albert  Church  married  Elizabeth  Ward, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lucinda  (Payne)  Ward, 
and  their  children  were : Martha,  who  married 
(first)  Sterry  Cook  and  (second)  Welcome  Ken- 
yon; Lucinda,  who  married  William  Card;  Melissa, 
who  married  Cortland  Burdick ; Charles ; Joseph 
Clark,  deceased,  who  was  councilman  and  senator 
of  Charlestown ; Albert ; Dorcas,  who  married  Mil- 
ton  Baggs ; Winfield  Scott,  deceased ; and  Asa,  who 
married  Kate  Perry,  and  who  was  for  twenty-two 
years  at  the  Point  Judith  Life  Saving  Station,  and 
for  many  years  captain  of  that  station. 

(V)  Capt  Albert  Church  was  educated  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  during  his  early  life  was 
engaged  mainly  in  fishing,  being  for  three  years  on 
a coasting  vessel.  Later  he  managed  a restaur- 
ant at  Charlestown  Beach  for  four  years,  and  on 
Nov.  15,  1875,  came  to  Narragansett  Pier,  enter- 
ing the  United  States  Life  Saving  Service.  On 
Sept.  10,  i880j  he  was  made  captain  of  that  station. 

The  Captain  was  married  Nov.  19,  1879,  to 
Hannah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  S.  Briggs, 
of  South  Kingstown,  and  tO'  this  union  was  born  one 
son,  Albert  Sumner. 

(VI)  Albert  Sumner  Church,  is  now  the  pro- 
prietor of  an  automobile  garage  at  Narragansett 
Pier.  He  was  married  in  New  York  City,  in  June, 
1906,  to  Miss  Edith  Fiske. 

POWEL.  Since  the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  Newport  has  been  the  summer  home 
of  the  Powel  family,  and  for  perhaps  the  last  sixty 
or  more  years  the  permanent  abiding-place  of  a 
more  recent  generation — that  of  the  family  of  Col. 
John  Hare  Powel,  who  from  young  manhood  was 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  city  both 
in  civic  and  in  military  afifairs,  having  served  as 
lieutenant-colonel  of  Rhode  Island  troops  in  the 
Civil  war  and  as  colonel  in  the  military  of  the  State, 
and  as  chief  executive  officer  of  Newport. 


Colonel  Powel  came  of  distinguished  ancestry 
and  family  connections  of  especial  historic  identity 
with  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  On 
his  paternal  side  he  numbered  among  his  forbears  1 
Robert  Hare,  Edward  Shippen  and  Charles  Wil-  | 
ling,  names  illustrious  in  the  annals  of  Philadelphia  1 
since  early  in  the  eighteenth  century ; and  on  his  | 
maternal  side  h'is  ancestors  include  such  historic  I 
names  in  and  about  New  York  as  Verplanck,  Beck- 
man, Van  Cortlandt,  Schuyler,  Provost  and  other 
Dutch  families  of  New  Netherlands. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Col.  John  Hare 
Powel  was  Robert  Hare,  an  Englishman  who 
settled  in  Philadelphia  and  there  established  an  ex- 
tensive business ; and  one  of  whose  sons,  Robert  , 
Hare,  M.  D.,  was  the  discoverer  of  the  oxyhydro-  ' 
gen  blowpipe  and  became  a distinguished  scientist,  ! 
an  associate  and  fellow-  worker  with  the  dis-  j 
tinguished  Silliman  of  Yale  College,  and  who  later  1 
occupied  the  chair  of  chemistry  and  natural  philoso- 
phy  in  Mary  and  William,  and  that  of  professor  of 
chemistry  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni-  j 
versity  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Robert  Hare’s  son,  I 
Hon.  John  I.  C.  Hare,  LL.  D.,  held  several  judge-  \ 
ships  in  Philadelphia ; and  Dr.  Robert  Hare’s 
nephew,  George  E.  Hare,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  was  a 
learned  clergyman,  professor  of  New  Testament 
literature  in  a divinity  school  in  Philadelphia. 

The  late  Col.  John  Hare  Powel,  a brother  of 
Dr.  Robert  Hare,  the  scientist,  and  the  father  of 
Col.  John  Hare  Powel,  late  of  Newport,  was  like- 
wise distinguished  in  his  field  of  effort — agriculture. 

He  was  born  April  22,  1786,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  of  original  name  John*  Powel  Hare.  He 
was  adopted  by  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Willing)  j 
Powel,  the  wife  of  Hon.  Samuel  Powel,  who  was  ' 
mayor  of  Philadelphia  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revo-  i 
lution  and  toward  its  close  and  later  speaker  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Senate ; and  sister  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Willing,  lawyer  and  merchant,  of  the  firm  of  Wil- 
ling & Alorris,  then  one  of  the  largest  in  this  coun- 
try, the  latter  being  the  Robert  Morris  known  as 
“the  financier  of  the  Revolution.”  Col.  John  Powel 
Hare  at  his  majority  assumed  the  name  of  his 
aunt  by  act  of  Legislature,  her  two  children  having 
died  in  infancy.  He  was  educated  at  the  college 
of  Philadelphia,  became  a successful  merchant,  and, 
going  abroad  for  pleasure,  became  secretary  of  the 
United  States  legation  in  London  under  William 
Pinckney.  During  his  stay  there,  it  is  said  by 
Charles  Greville  in  his  memoirs,  he  was  “the  hand- 
somest man  ever  seen.”  In  December,  1811,  Mr. 
Powel  returned  to  this  country ; served  as  brigade- 
major  of  volunteers  under  Gen.  Thomas  Cadwala- 
der,  and  from  December,  1814,  till  June,  1815,  was 
inspector-general  with  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the 
regular  army.  He  subsequently,  at  the  desire  of 
his  family,  refused  a brigadier-general’s  commis- 
sion, in  the  Columbian  service,  and  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  efforts  to  develop  agriculture 
and  improve  the  breed  of  domestic  animals  in  the 
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United  States.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Agricultu’ral  Society  in  1823,  and 
its  secretary  till  1824,  corresponded  actively  with 
English  agriculturists,  and  imported  many  valuable 
animals.  He  published  many  papers  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  “Pennsylvania  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety”; “Hints  for  American  Husbandmen”  (Phila- 
delphia, 1827)  ; pamphlets  entitled  “Reply  to  Pick- 
ering’s Attack  upon  a Pennsylvania  Farmer”  (1825) 
and  “Remarks  on  the  Proper  Termination  of  the 
Columbian  Railroad”  (1830);  and  many  essays  in 
agricultural  periodicals. 

Colonel  Powel  was  a good  speaker  and  debater, 
and  a patron  of  the  fine  arts.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Senate  in  1827-30,  and  a dele- 
gate to  the  Free-trade  Convention  of  1832.  He 
died  at  his  home  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  June  14,  1856. 

Colonel  Powel’s  wife  was  formerly  Julia 
Deveaux,  of  Verplanck  Point,  on  the  Hudson,  and 
she  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1845.  Their  children 
were  as  follows : Samuel,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Newport ; Deveaux,  who  died  in  West  Philadelphia ; 
Henry  Baring,  a lawyer,  who  died  in  Portland, 
Ore. ; Robert  Hare,  an  extensive  coal  operator,  who 
at  one  time  mined  one-sixteenth  of  the  total  Penn- 
sylvania output,  and  who  died  in  Philadelphia; 
Julia  Deveaux,  Mrs.  William  Parker  Foulke,  who 
also  died  in  Philadelphia ; Elizabeth  and  Harford, 
who  both  died  young ; John  Hare,  whose  biography 
follows;  and  Ida,  who  married  (first)  Edward 
IMorrell  and  (second),  John  G.  Johnson,  a lawyer 
of  Philadelphia. 

Referring  again  to  the  Willing  and  Shippen 
families.  Thomas  Willing  was  elected  mavor  of 
Philadelphia,  had  previously  served  as  associate 
justice  of  the  city,  and  for  some  years  just  prior 
to  the  Revolution  was  associate  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme court  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a leader 
in  the  movement  against  the  Stamp  Act,  and  one  of 
the  committee  to  enforce  the  non-importation 
agreement  of  1765.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  in  1775-76.  He  voted  against 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  considering  the 
act  premature  and  the  Colonies  not  ready  for  inde- 
pendence. When  the  British  took  possession  of 
Philadelphia,  in  1777,  he  remained  during  their 
occupation,  and  held  communication  with  Lord 
Howe.  At  that  critical  period  of  the  war  of  1780, 
when  there  was  great  danger  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  American  army  for  want  of  provisions.  Willing 
and  others  subscribed  £200,000  toward  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank,  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary supplies  and  to  promote  the  recruiting  ser- 
vices. Of  this  amount  Mr.  Willing  subscribed 
£5.000.  He  was  chosen  the  first  president  of  the 
Bank  of  North  America  in  1781.  Edward  Shippen. 
the  founder  of  a family  of  great  distinction,  was 
early  at  Boston  and  Newport,  and  on  invitation  of 
Penn,  in  1693,  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
the  first  mayor  under  charter  of  1701.  He  was 
wealthy,  early  chosen  to  the  Assembly,  was  speaker 


in  1695,  etc.  His  great-grandson,  Edward  Ship- 
pen,  LL.  D.,  was  partially  educated  abroad  in  the 
Middle  Temple,  and  on  returning  to  this  country 
became  a jurist  of  distinction.  He,  too,  opposed 
the  separation  from  England.  He  became  associate 
justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania  and 
later  chief  justice. 

Col.  John  Hare  Power,  the  younger,  son  of 
Col.  John  Hare,  was  born  July  3,  1837,  in  Paris, 
France.  Much  of  his  early  life  was  devoted  to 
travel  in  xMnerica  and  Europe.  He  was  educated 
principally  under  the  instruction  of  an  English  tutor. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction 
of  Henry  J.  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia.  When 
not  traveling  he  was  at  his  father’s  inherited  estate 
— Powelton — now  a part  of  West  Philadelphia,  and 
at  Newport,  R.  I.,  which  latter  place  had  long  been 
the  summer  home  of  the  family.  On  the  death  of 
his  father,  in  1856,  he  inherited  property  on  Bowery 
street,  Newport,  adjoining  the  residence  of  his  elder 
brother ; this  circumstance,  together  with  his  inter- 
est in  the  town  and  his  fondness  for  field  sports 
and  outdoor  exercise  of  all  kinds,  induced  him  to 
give  up  his  residence  in  Philadelphia  and  make  his 
permanent  home  in  Newport.  This  change  occurred 
after  his  marriage  in  i860.  Soon  thereafter  on 
came  the  Civil  war,  which  prompted  at  once  partici- 
pation in  the  stirring  events  of  the  day.  He  had 
been  captain  of  the  Newport  Company  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  from  its  organization,  and  in  response 
to  the  call  for  troops,  in  1862,  volunteered  with 
his  company,  which  became  Company  L in  the  9th 
Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  His  com- 
mission as  captain  w'as  received  from  Governor 
Sprague  in  May,  1862.  In  June  following  he  was 
promoted  to  major,  and  to  lieutenant-colonel  in 
July.  In  the  ensuing  fall  he  was  appointed  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  the  5th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers.  Subsequently  he  was  tendered  the 
colonelcy  of  either  of  the  nine-months  regiments 
then  being  raised  in  Rhode  Island,  as  well  as  other 
military  positions,  all  of  which  he  declined.  He 
became  a member  of  the  Newport  Artillery  Com- 
pany in  1863,  and  was  made  its  lieutenant-colonel 
in  April  following.  He  was  advanced  in  December, 
1864,  to  the  colonelcy  of  that  organization,  to  which 
position  he  was  annually  re-elected  until  his  resigna- 
tion, iri  August,  1877. 

On  his  locating  at  Newport,  in  i860,  Colonel 
Powel  at  once  took  up  the  duties  of  citizenship 
and  by  act  and  deed  soon  proved  himself  an  in- 
terested and  useful  man  and  as  popular  as  useful. 
He  was  long  considered  one  of  the  city’s  most 
valued  residents.  While  ever  greatly  interested 
in  the  municipal  welfare  and  progress  he  had 
little  taste  or  inclination  for  public  office.  His 
popularity,  qualifications  and  identity  with  various 
societies  made  him  an  available  man  in  his 
community  and  the  State  for  public  station,  yet 
he  was  otherwise  inclined  and  seldom  accepted 
the  tender  of  official  position  at  the  hands  of  his 
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many  friends  and  admirers.  He  was  for  several 
years  a member  of  the  Newport  board  of  health, 
and  in  1886  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Newport  and 
served  the  city  as  its  chief  executive  officer  for 
one  term  of  three  years,  declining  a re-election,  al- 
though his  constituents  insisted  upon  his  continu- 
ing in  the  office.  To'  this  day  his  administration 
as  mayor  of  the  city  is  commented  upon  as  an  ideal 
and  exemplary  one. 

In  June,  i860.  Colonel  Powel  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  E.,  daughter  of  Israel  P.  Hutchinson, 
a prominent  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  and  two 
children  blessed  the  union,  namely:  John  Hare 
Powel,  Jr.,  now  deceased;  and  Pemberton  Hare 
Powel,  born  Jan.  7,  1869,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Shirley  Whipple,  of  Newport,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Annie  Hare  Powel.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  April  23,  1872,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Personally  Colonel  Powel  was  the  embodiment 
of  refinement  and  culture,  a man  whose  quiet  and 
dignified,  yet  democratic,  manner  was  always  a 
strong  characteristic.  His  politeness  was  inborn, 
consequently  it  .was  omnipresent.  Eew  men  in  his 
position  are  as  approachable,  and  as  void  of  super- 
fluous dignity,  and  whether  in  his  home,  or  on  the 
street,  his  manner  was  always  the  same — courteous 
and  affable.  Tall  in  stature,  with  a well-rounded 
physique,  he  possessed  an  imposing  presence  and  a 
commanding  bearing.  His  generosity  was  well- 
known,  although  ever  dispensed  in  a modest  and 
unostentatious  manner.  He  was  a lover  and  patron 
of  the  fine  arts  as  well  as  of  standard  literature, 
his  large  and  comprehensive  library  affording  him 
ample  opportunity  for  literary  entertainment.  His 
friends  were  found  among  the  young  as  well  as  the 
old,  and  few,  if  any,  men  in  Rhode  Island  can  claim 
as  many  friends'  or  admirers,  both  with  the  rich  and 
poor,  as  Col.  John  Hare  Powel.  Until  a few  years 
ago  he  found  a great  deal  of  pleasure  in  the 
pastim'es  of  the  rod  and  gun,  and  a portion  of 
each  day  was  spent  by  him  in  the  woods  or  at  the 
stream.  As  a citizen  of  Newport  Colonel  Powel 
was  loyal  and  progressive,  and  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  the  entire  community.  He  died  at  his 
home  on  Bowery  street,  Newport,  Jan.  2,  1908. 

MARTIN.  The  Barrington  branch  of  the  Mar- 
tin family  has  long  been  one  of  the  substantial, 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  families  of  that  town, 
and  before  its  organization,  of  that  region  of  ter- 
ritory out  of  which  the  town  was  formed.  Its  pro- 
genitor, John  Martin,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  towns  of  Rehoboth  and  of  Swansea,  Mass., 
which  was  a part  of  the  old  Plymouth  Colony  ter- 
ritory. And  through  several  generations  the  Bar- 
rington Martins  have  allied  themselves  by  marriage 
with  the  distinguished  Drown  family  of  that  region 
of  country,  the  American  ancestor  of  the  Drownes 
being  Leonard  Drowne,  who  came  from  the  West  of 
England  to  this  country  soon  after  the  accession  of 
Charles  H.  Leonard  Drown  became  established 
in  the  business  of  shipbuilding  in  Kittery,  Maine, 


thence  located  in  the  same  business  in  Boston,  and 
one  of  his  sons,  Solomon  Drown,  later  became  estab- 
lished in  the  same  business  in  Bristol,  R.  L,  from 
whom  descended  the  Drowns  of  Bristol  county,  R. 
I.,  some  of  whom  located  in  Providence  and  gave 
to  the  city  and  State  a number  of  distinguished 
men,  men  of  letters  and  scientific  attainments  and 
professional  note.  Both  families,  too,  were  credit- 
ably represented  in  the  American  Revolution, 
through  which  relation  are  their  descendants  to- 
day made  eligible  to  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
and  to  the  societies  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

This  article  is  to  deal  with  the  families  and  lin- 
eage of  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin  and  the  late  Joseph 
Bowen  Martin,  brothers,  long  prominent  citizens 
of  Barrington,  some  of  whose  descendants  are  now 
active  in  business  life,  notably  a son,  William  R. 
Martin,  son  of  Joseph  Bowen  Martin.  These  Mar- 
tin brothers  were  descendants  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  John  Martin,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  through 
Ebenezer,  Capt.  John,  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Capt. 
Samuel  Reed  Martin,  all  of  Barrington,  Rhode 
Island. 

(I)  John  Martin,  early  of  that  part  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  which  became  Swansea,  it  is  thought,  was  a 
son  of  Richard  Martin,  who  came  to  New  England 
to  take  possession  of  property  left  him  by  his  bro- 
ther Robert.  The  latter,  a husbandman,  came  to 
New  England  with  Rev.  Joseph  Hull,  in  1635,  and 
settled  in  Weymouth,  Mass.  There  are  evidences 
pointing  to  the  coming  to  New  England  of  Rich- 
ard Martin  with  his  son,  John,  with  Rev.  John 
]\Iyles,  and  the  latter’s  Baptist  associates  about  1663. 
Richard  is  first  of  record  in  Rehoboth,  in  Plymouth 
Colony,  in  1669,  in  which  year  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  of  highways.  John  Martin  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Swansea. 
He  was  a farmer  and  weaver  by  trade.  He  held 
several  town  offices  in  Swansea,  was  appointed 
constable  June  6,  1671,  surveyor  of  highways  June 
3,  1673,  and  again  June  2,  1685.  He  married 
April  26,  1671,  Johanna  Esten,  born  June  i,  1645, 
it  is  said,  in  Herefordshire,  England,  daughter  of 
Thomas,  who  with  his  family  came  to  New  Eng- 
land with  Rev.  John  Myles,  the  latter  of  whom  in 
1663,  founded  the  first  Baptist  Church  established 
at  Wannamoiset,  in  Plymouth  Colony,  which  was 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Rehoboth.  The  chil- 
dren of  John  and  Johanna  Martin  were;  Jemima, 
born  May  29,  1672;  Melatiah,  April  30,  1673; 
John,  March  15,  1674;  Ephraim,  Feb.  7,  1676;  Ann, 
Nov.  14,  1678;  Manassah,  Feb.  2,  1681;  Johanna, 
Feb.  15,  1682-83;  Ebenezer,  Feb.  16,  1684-85;  and 
Judith,  Nov.  13,  1686. 

(H)  Ebenezer  Martin,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  born 
Feb.  16,  1684,  married  Nov.  29,  1716,  and  settled 
on  the  homestead  in  Barrington,  R.  I.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Jemima,  born  May  21,  1717;  John, 
about  1718;  Ebenezer,  about  1721;  Nathaniel,  in 
January,  1723,  and  Abigail. 
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(III)  Capt.  John  Martin,  born  about  1718,  mar- 
ried June  10,  1741,  Mary  Reed,  and  resided  in  Bar- 
rington. Their  children  were:  John,  born  July 
24,  and  died  Dec.  13,  1742;  Mary,  Oct.  7,  1743; 
Abigail,  Oct.  9,  1745;  Samuel,  Feb.  28,  1750;  and 
Benjamin,  March  23,  1755.  Mr.  Martin  the  father 
died  Dec.  8,  1801,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  May  13,  1774,  aged  fifty-five  years. 
Capt.  Martin  served  his  country  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  enlisted  for  fifteen  months  in  Capt. 
Thomas  Carlisle’s  Company,  Col.  Robert  Elliott’s 
Regiment.  Capt.  Martin  bought  the  interests  in  the 
homestead,  and  built  a new  home,  near  the  end  of 
Central  Bridge  which  is  still  standing.  His  sons, 
Samuel  and  Benjamin,  were  in  the  Revolution. 
Samuel  Martin  enlisted  in  Capt.  Thomas  Allen’s 
Company,  Col.  Cook’s  regiment,  and  was  also  in  a 
company  in  Col.  Robert  Elliott’s  regiment. 

(IV)  Capt.  Benjamin  Martin,  born  March  23, 
1755,  married  March  31,  1782,  Sarah  Reed,  and  their 
children  were:  Samuel  Reed,  born  Nov.  15,  1782; 
Mary,  April  16,  1786.  [Facts  concerning  his  mili- 
tary record  are  in  Barrington  History.] 

(V)  Capt.  Samuel  Reed  Martin,  born  Nov.  15, 
1782,  married  Oct.  2,  1814,  Sally  Bowen,  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  Bowen.  Mr.  Martin  was  a resident  of 
Barrington,  served  as  captain  (as  his  father  had  be- 
fore him)  in  the  State  militia,  and  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  men  of  the  town.  He  was 
a member  of  the  town  council,  and  represented 
Barrington  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. Capt.  Martin  died  Aug.  28,  1840.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  28,  1815;  Sarah 
Ann,  June  18,  1819;  and  Joseph  Bowen,  April  28, 
1823. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Martin,  born  Aug.  28,  1815, 
married  June  22,  1837,  Julia  R.  Drown,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  S.  Drown,  and  to  the  marriage  came 
children  as  follows:  (i)  Charles  Ellery,  born  Feb. 
27,  1838,  has  twin  daughters,  Gertrude,  married  to 
Mr.  Barney,  a farmer  of  North  Swansea,  and 
Grace,  wife  of  William  A.  Mathewson,  of  Barring- 
ton, R.  I. ; (2)  Samuel  Reed,  born  July  4,  1842,  has 
two  daughters,  Ida,  who  married  Thomas  Bowden, 
of  East  Providence,  and  Louise,  who  lives  with  her ; 
(3)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  April  18,  1844,  married 
James  L.  Sweetland,  and  had  two  sons,  and  one 
daughter,  Edward  R.,  a clergyman,  James  L.,  and 
Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Nathaniel  P.  Briggs ; (4) 
Jeremiah  Drown,  was  born  Nov.  22,  1846;  (5) 
Julia  Maria,  was  born  Feb.  4,  1851. 

Mr.  Martin  served  as  captain  in  the  old  State 
militia.  When  only  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he 
was  chosen  a member  of  the  Barrington  town  coun- 
cil, and  served  in  that  capacity  for  thirty  and  more 
years.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  the  assessor 
of  taxes  for  the  town,  and  was  also  a member  of  the 
school  committee.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  from  his 
town  in  1854, ‘and  was  chosen  senator  in  1855  and 
1862.  Capt.  Martin  died  in  Barrington  Dec.  12, 


1895,  at.  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
wife  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  dying 
Dec.  26,  1885.  He  was  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  which  he  joined  in  1856,  and  was 
a deacon  from  about  i860  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

(VI)  Joseph  Bowen  Martin,  son  of  Capt.  Sam- 
uel R.,  born  April  28,  1823,  married  April  15,  1847, 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Solomon  Drown  (see  Drown 
family),  and  the  marriage  was  blessed  with  children 
as  follows:  Mary  E.,  born  in  February,  1850; 
William  R.,  April  25,  1852;  John  E.,  July  4,  1854, 
deceased;  Henry  A.,  in  October,  1856;  and  Clara 
A.,  in  September,  i860  (who  married  Alfred  B. 
Bowden,  of  Barrington,  Rhode  Island). 

Joseph  Bowen  Martin  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  inherited  a part  of  the  old  homestead, 
having  the  house  built  by  Capt.  John,  which  was 
afterward  sold,  he  and  his  brother  Benjamin  build- 
ing other  houses  on  a part  of  the  old  farm,  in  which 
they  passed  the  balance  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Martin 
was  an  active  man  in  his  community,  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  Barrington  in  i860  and  1861, 
for  several  years  was  the  assessor  of  taxes,  in  Bar- 
rington, and  also  served  the  town  in  the  capacity  of 
surveyor  of  highways.  Back  in  the  stormy  days  of 
1842,  when  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  was  engaged 
in  the  “Dorr  war,”  Mr.  Martin  was  on  the  side  of  the 
law  and  order  party,  and  with  his  company  marched 
to  the  scene  of  action.  He  was  always  an  attend- 
ant of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Martin 
died  April  i,  1903,  and  Mrs.  Martin  passed  away 
April  22,  1894,  aged  seventy  years. 

(VII)  William  R.  Martin,  son  of  Joseph 
Bowen,  born  April  25,  1852,  in  Barrington,  R.  L, 
married,  Jan.  29,  1885,  Ella  A.  Baggs,  of  Hopkin- 
ton,  R.  I. ; they  had  no  children. 

Mir.  Martin  received  his  early  education  at  Bar- 
rington and  attended  the  high  school  at  Warren 
for  about  two  years.  Leaving  school  at  about 
nineteen,  he  went  to  learn  the  mason’s  trade  with 
Charles  E.  Smith,  of  Barrington,  who  was  at  that 
time  the  principal  contractor  there.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years,  and  was  with  him  for 
seven  years  afterward,  in  that  time  taking  charge 
of  his  work.  He  worked  for  one  year  for  David  W. 
Barney,  of  Providence,  and  one  season  for  David 
S.  Anthony,  of  East  Providence.  In  1890  Mr. 
Martin  began  contracting  for  himself.  He  did  the 
masonry  on  the  new  school  house  in  Barrington  and 
the  St.  Andrew  school.  He  and  E.  K.  Walson,  of 
Nayatt,  are  the  principal  contractors  in  Bristol 
county.  Mr.  Martin  engages  on  an  average  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  men.  He  has  been  successful  in 
his  business,  and  also  influential  in  local  public  af- 
fairs, having  been  a member  of  the  town  council 
from  1888  to  1893 ; he  was  elected  again  in  1899, 
and  served  two  years.  Mr.  Martin  is  a Democrat 
in  politics.  He  was  once  a member  of  the  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  He  has  belonged  to  the 
Congregational  Church  since  1868. 
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BAKER-CROWELL  (Newport  family).  The 
Baker  family,  of  Newport,  the  head  of  which  is 
the  Hon.  Darius  Baker,  lawyer  and  jurist,  who  for 
nearly  a third  of  a century  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  that  community,  and  during 
much  of  that  long  period  connected  with  the  judici- 
ary of  the  city,  county,  district  and  State,  and  the 
Crowell  family  with  which  it  is  allied  through  mar- 
riage, came  of  the  old  Cape  Cod  families  bearing 
those  names,  the  forerunners  of  these  families  there 
having  come  to  these  shores  some  two  hundred  and 
fifty  and  more  years  ago. 

Erancis  Baker,  the  progenitor  of  the  Yarmouth 
(Mass.)  family  of  the  name  and  of  the  Newport 
(R.  I.)  county  branch  under  consideration,  born 
in  i6ii,  at  twenty-four  years  of  age,  in  1635,  came 
over  from  Great  St.  Albans,  Hertfordshire,  Eng- 
land, to  New  England  in  the  ship  “Planter.”  He 
was  married  in  1641  to  Isabel,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Anne  Twining,  the  former  of  whom  died 
in  1659,  the  latter  in  1680.  Through  this  alliance 
came  a numerous  posterity  in  the  Cape  Cod  region, 
among  whom  have  been  some  of  the  ablest  seamen 
and  best  business  men  of  that  section.  Six  sons 
and  two  daughters  came  to  bless  the  marriage  of 
Erancis  and  Isabel  (Twining)  Baker,  by  name  and 
birth,  so  far  as  known : Nathaniel,  March  27,, 
1642;  John;  Samuel,  May  i,  1648;  Daniel,  Sept. 
21,  1650;  William;  Thomas;  Elizabeth;  and  Han- 
nah. Erancis  Baker,  the  father,  died  in  1696,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  The  mother  died  in  1706. 

Yelverton  Crowell,  the  progenitor  of.  the 
Crowells  of  the  Cape  Cod  region  and  the  ancestor 
of  the  Newport  (R.  I.)  Baker  family  under  con- 
sideration, was  an  inhabitant  of  Charlestown,  Mass., 
in  1637,  and  a proprietor  at  Yarmouth.  He  died  in 
1683,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  died  in  1703.  It  has 
been  conjectured,  says  Pope,  that  Yelverton  and 
John  Crowell  (a  proprietor  at  Billerica,  1654),  were 
sons  of  John  Crowell,  who  was  an  inhabitant  at 
Charlestown  in  1635.  John’s  wife,  Elishua,  had 
come  over  the  year  before,  and  on  her  arrival 
bought  property.  She  was  admitted  to  the  church 
at  Charlestown  4-11-1634-35.  They  removed  to  Yar- 
mouth, where  Mr.  Crowell  took  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  Plymouth  Colony,  Dec.  18,  1638.  One 
of  their  children,  Moyses  (Moses),  was  baptized 
24-4-1637,  and  the  others  at  Yarmouth.  _ Their 
children  were : Moses,  who  probably  died  when 
young;  John,  who  married  Mehetabel,  daughter  of 
*Rev.  John  Miller ; Thomas,  whose  wife  was  Agnes 
(they  were  residents  of  Bass  Ponds)  ; and  Samuel 
Crowell. 

The  Newport  branch  of  the  Yarmouth  Bakers 
has  come  down  through  historic  families,  six  of 
their  ancestors  being  passengers  on  the  “May- 
flower,” 1620,  namely:  Stephen  Hopkins  and  his 
daughter  Constance ; John  Howland ; Elizabeth 
Tilley,  who  afterward  married  John  Howland ; and 
John  and  Bridget  (Van  der  Velde)  Tilley,  parents 
of  Elizabeth.  Other  eminent  ancestors  of  this  New- 


port branch  of  the  Yarmouth  Bakers  were  Thomas  1 
Prince  (or  Prence),  who  for  seventeen  years  was 
governor  of  Plymouth  Colony;  and  Capt.  John  Gor-  ! 
ham,  of  Benefield,  England,  son  of  Ralph  and 
grandson  of  James  Gorham,  and  who  married  De- 
sire, daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Tilley)  How- 
land, of  the  “Mayflower.”  Captain  Gorham,  it  is  , | 

said,  led  a company  in  the  famous  Swamp  Fight  | 

at  Narragansett  in  King  Philip’s  war.  From  him 
descended  a distinguished  posterity,  numbering 
among  them  such  men  as  John  Gorham  Palfrey, 
the  historian;  Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams;  and 
William  Everett. 

Nathaniel  Baker,  son  of  Francis,  born  in  1642, 
was  married,  probably  in  1670,  and  he  and  his  wife  1 
both  died  in  i6gi.  ' 

Silas  Baker,  probably  son  of  Nathaniel,  ! 
died  in  1752.  He  was  married  in  1723  to  Deliver-  I 

ance  O’Kelley,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Sarah  | 

O’Kelley,  who  died  in  1728  and  1727,  respectively; 
her  grandparents,  David  and  Jane  O’Kelia,  died  in  | 
1697  and  1711,  respectively.  I 

Silas  Baker  (2),  son  of  Silas,  was  born  in  1731  | 

and  died  in  1813,  in  Harwich,  Mass. ; his  will  was  ; 
probated  at  Barnstable.  In  that  document  he  speaks 
of  himself  as  of  Harwich.  In  1759  he  married 
Rachel  Marchant,  who  was  born  in  1737,  and  died 
in  1816.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  (born 
1711)  and  Bethiah  (Nickerson)  Marchant,  and 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  and  Joanna  (Gage) 
Marchant,  who  were  married  in  1708,  and  of  Josiah 
and  Rachel  (Maker)  Nickerson,  who  were  married 
in  1714.  She  was  descended  from  William  Knight, 
through  Thomas  Gage  (died  in  1695)  and  Joanna 
(Knight)  Gage,  who  were  married  in  1648;  and  j 
Benjamin  Gage  (died  in  1708)  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth, who  were  the  parents  of  Joanna  Gage,  wife  of  j 
Samuel  Marchant. 

Silas  Baker  (3),  grandfather  of  Judge  Darius  ! 
Baker,  was  born  in  1766  and  died  in  1844.  He 
was  an  owner  of  vessels,  and  followed  the  sea  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life.  He  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable means,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Yarmouth,  j 
Mass.,  where  he  died.  He  was  a consistent  and  | 
active  member  and  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church,  ; 

and  practically  built  the  first  Methodist  Church  in 
Yarmouth.  His  home  was  known  for  miles  around 
as  a hostelry  for  Methodist  ministers,  who  made 
his  hospitable  home  their  place  of  abode  when  in 
the  vicinity. 

In  1789  Mr.  Baker  married  ^arali  Crowell,  who 
was  born  in  1769,  and  preceded  him  to  the  grave, 
dying  in  1826.  To  this  union  was  born  children  j 
as  follows : Susan,  who  married  Sylvanus  Crowell ; ! 

Crowell,  who  married  Anne  Baker ; ' Sarah,  who  ; 
never  married ; Roxanna,  who  married  Matthew  . 
Baker ; Silas,  who  married  Ruth  H.  Crowell ; Han-  1 
nah,  who  married  Henry  H.  Smith,  a Methodist  1 
minister ; Mercy,  who  married  Zadoc  Crowell ; | 

Braddock,  mentioned  below ; Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
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tied  Elisha  Parker;  Eunice,  who  married  (first), 
Edward  Kendrich  and  (second),  Oliver  Smith,  and 
a daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

Lot  Crowell,  father  of  Mrs.  Sarah  (Crowell) 
Baker,  was  born  in  1730,  and  as  captain  of  the 
Eleventh  Company  of  the  First  Barnstable  County 
Regiment  was  in  the  American  service  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  In  1747  he  married  Hannah 
Hamblin,  who  was  born  in  1729,  and  they  died  in 
1809  and  1787,  respectively. 

Braddock  Baker,  the  father  of  Judge  Baker, 
was  born  July  6,  1807,  in  Yarmouth,  Mass.  In  early 
life  he  followed  the  water,  continuing  his  seafaring 
caree-r  until  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  in 
Yarmouth,  which  he  conducted  with  success  until 
his  death.  He  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  and  ever  took  an 
active  part  in  its  councils,  although  he  never  sought 
political  office  for  himself.  He  was  well  informed 
on  all  subjects  of  general  interest.  Though  in 
disposition  somewhat  reserved,  he  possessed  a genial 
manner,  which  won  to  him  many  friendships.  He 
and  his  wife  were  devout  members  and  active  work- 
ers in  the  Methodist  Church,  he  having  served  the 
church  in  almost  every  capacity. 

In  1828  Mr.  Baker  was  married  to  Caroline 
Crowell,  a most  estimable  woman,  who  was  recog- 
nized by  all  who  knew  her  as  “one  of  the  saints  of 
the  earth.”  She  was  born  in  1807,  daughter  of 
Jabez  and  Celia  (Crowell)  Crowell,  and  passed 
away  in  1894,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  Mr.  Baker  died  in  Yarmouth  Dec.  15, 
1881.  To  this  happy  union  were  born  ten  children, 
six  of  whom  outlived  infancy,  as  follows : ( i ) 

Lothrop,  who  followed  the  sea  during  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life,  was  in  California  for  several 
years,  and  was  there  engaged  in  mining.  During 
the  Rebellion  he  was  an  acting  master  in  the  United 
States  navy.  After  the  war  he  continued  at  sea  and 
he  was  master  of  vessels  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Yarmouth  in  1901.  He  married  Emily 
Sears,  of  East  Dennis,  Mass.,  who  is  still  living  in 
South  Yarmouth.  (2)  Sarah  married  Capt.  Jona- 
than Sears,  who  was  a master  of  vessels.  She  died 
at  Yarmouth  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  (3) 
Caroline  C.  married  Augustus  T.  Baker,  a harness- 
maker  by  trade,  who  preceded  her  to  the  grave. 
His  home  was  in  Bristol,  R.  L,  where  she  died  in 
May,  1907.  (4)  Alfred,  who  died  in  Medford, 

Mass.,  in  1898,  in  early  life  followed  the  sea  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  during  the  Rebellion  was  a 
mate  on  merchant  vessels.  In  later  life  he  had 
charge  of  the  telephone  exchange  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.  He  \vas  unmarried.  (5)  Darius  is  men- 
tioned below.  (6)  Addie  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  unmarried. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Crowell)  Baker  was  born  in 
1807,  daughter  of  Jabez  and  Celia  Crowell,  who 
were  born  in  1786  and  1787,  respectively,  were 
married  in  1805,  and  died  respectively  in  1825  and 


1874.  Jabez  Crowell’s  father,  Abner  Crowell,  born 
in  1736,  was  in  the  American  service  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  as  sergeant  of  the  Eleventh 
Company  of  the  First  Barnstable  County  Regi- 
ment. He  was  married  in  1766  to  Sarah  Lewis, 
born  in  1746,  who 'died  in  1812.  Abner  Crowell 
died  in  1799.  Through  him  Judge  Baker  is  de- 
scended in  two  lines  from  Yelverton  Crowell 
through  Thomas  (born  in  1649)  Deborah 

Crowell,  the  former  of  whom  died  *in  1728,  the 
latter  in  1722;  and  Thomas  Crowell  born  in  1694, 
died  in  1762,  who  was  the  father  of  Abner.  Thomas 
Crowell  in  1720  married  Experience  Crowell,  born 
in  1694,  died  in  1777,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
John  (born  in  1642)  and  Hannah  Crowell  (died 
in  1732  and  1753,  respectively),  and  granddaughter 
of  Yelverton  and  Elizabeth  Crowell. 

Judge  Darius  Baker,  the  head  of  the  Newport 
family,  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  Mass., 
born  Jan.  18,  1845,  son  of  the  late  Braddock  and 
Caroline  (Crowell)  Baker.  In  boyhood  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
was  prepared  for  college  at  the  East  Greenwich 
(R.  I.)  Seminary.  He  entered  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity, at  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  1870,  with  honors,  being  salutatorian 
of  his  class.  Following  this  event  he  was  occupied 
for  two  years  as  a teacher  at  Chamberlain  Insti- 
tute, Randolph,  N.  Y.  From  1872  to  1874  he  was 
tutor  in  Latin  at  his  alma  mater,  at  the  same  time 
pursuing  his  legal  studies  with  Calef  & Northrup, 
having  decided  to  adopt  the  law  as  a profession. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Connecricut  Bar  at  Middle’ 
town,  in  1874,  and  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  1875, 
and  in  the  same  year  established  himself  in  business 
at  Newport.  Here  he  has  since  remained  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession,  and  with  the  suc- 
cess that  his  talents  and  efforts  have  merited. 

Judge  Baker,  from  the  very  start  at  Newport, 
owing  to  his  capabilities,  his  thorough  preparation, 
his  scholarly  attainments  and  adaptation  for  public 
business,  was  placed  in  public  office,  and  up  to  the 
present  time  he  has  been  repeatedly  honored  by 
high  official  positions — the  gift  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens and  friends  through  that  section  of  the  State. 
From  1879  to  1886  Mr.  Baker  served  as  trial 
justice  of  Newport.  He  was  chosen  judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  Newport  district  in  1877,  and  con- 
tinuously held  that  position  until  1898.  He  was 
elected  in  1886  justice  of  the  District  court  for  the 
First  judicial  district  and  continued  to  preside  over 
that  district  until  1905,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
the  judgeship  of  the  Superior  court  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  In  this  connection  the  following 
quotation  from  an  article  which  appeared  in  a 
local  paper  shortly  before  his  appointment  will  be 
of  interest : 

“There  is  a great  deal  of  interest  manifested 
here  over  the  name  of  the  party  who  will  be  named 
for  one  of  the  new  judgeships  of  the  Superior  court 
of  this  State,  and  more  especially  as  Judge  Darius 


394 


RHODE  ISLAND 


Baker,  of  the  District  court,  is  being  looked  upon 
as  a strong  candidate  from  this  county,  and  the 
appointment  of  Judge  Baker  would  give  a great 
deal  of  pleasure  to  the  members  of  the  Bar  from 
Newport,  and  to  the  people  of  this  city  and  county. 

“Judge  Baker’s  career  of  Inany  years  on  the 
District  court  Bench  has  been  a matter  of  the  highest 
commendation  by  lawyers  and  laymen  alike,  who 
pay  high  tribute  to  his  capabilities.  Being  an  emi- 
nent lawyer,  he  would  add  to  the  high  established 
record  of  the  Superior  court  Bench  of  Rhode 
Island. 

“Judge  Baker  is  prominently  connected  with 
many  orders  and  associations  here,  and  above  all 
in  the  Newport  Charity  Organization  Society,  of 
which  he  is  the  president.  He  is  a college-bred 
man,  a fluent  speaker,  and  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army.  Judge  Baker  holds  a position  in  this  com- 
munity second  to  none,  and  his  promotion  to  the 
Superior  court  Bench  would  be  hailed  with  much 
pleasure  on  all  sides.  He  is  a unanimous  candidate 
of  the  members  of  the  Bar,  and  the  citizens  of  New- 
port and  the  people  of  Newport  county.” 

From  1877  to  1883  Judge  Baker  was  a member 
of  the  school  committee,  and  for  the  last  two  years 
of  that  term  was  chairman  of  the  committee.  For 
over  twenty  years  and  more  he  has  been  a trustee 
(chosen  by  the  Alumni)  of  Wesleyan  University. 
In  1906  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon 
Judge  Baker  by  his  alma  mater,  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity. 

Judge  Baker  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
charitable  works  of  the  city  of  Newport,  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Charity  Organization 
Society  and  as  a member  of  various  organizations. 
He  is  a member  of  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  served  as  a vestryman  of  the  church  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  also  served  as  a trustee  of  the 
Newport  Hospital  for  over  ten  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Newport  Business  Men’s  Associa- 
tion during  its  existence,  and  served  as  president 
of  the  association  for  two  years.  Upon  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Miantonomi  Club  he  became  a charter 
member  of  the  same,  is  also  a member  of  the  New- 
port Historical  Society,  and  the  Natural  History 
Society. 

In  1898  Judge  Baker  made  a trip  to  the  eastern 
hemisphere,  visiting  many  of  the  important  places 
of  interest  in  Europe. 

Judge  Baker’s  political  affiliations  have  been 
with  the  Republican  party.  During  the  Civil  war, 
when  but  a lad  of  seventeen  years,  he  enlisted  in 
the  5th  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and 
served  nine  months,  mostly  in  North  Carolina^ 
participating  in  engagements  at  Kinston,  White- 
hall and  Goldsboro. 

On  Oct.  30,  1878,  Judge  Baker  was  married 
(first),  to  Annie  Barker,  daughter  of  W.  J.  Bar- 
ker, Ph.  D.,  of  Leipsic,  Germany.  She  died  Oct.  7, 
t886,  leaving  two  children,  Hugh  Barkly  and 
George  Yelverton,  and  he  married  (second)  Oct. 


8,  1891,  Bertha  A.  Neales,  daughter  of  Archdeacon  i 
Thomas  Neales,  of  Woodstock,  New  Brunswick.  I 
They  had  three  children,  Dorothy  Neales,  Alfred 
Colebrook  and  Margaret  Medley.  • 

Judge  Baker,  as  a lawyer  and  judge,  has  always  ' 
been  frank,  independent,  and  unequivocal  in  the  ex-  | 
pression  of  what  he  thinks  just  and  true,  although  - ' 
never  dogmatical,  over-confident,  or  intolerant  of  the 
opinions  of  others.  He  is  honorable  and  upright  in  I 
his  professional  conduct,  and  disdains  to  appeal  to 
personal  or  party  prejudices,  and  has  refrained  from 
securing  position  by  art  or  management.  He  is 
diligent  in  the  employment  of  his  talents,  and  ever 
entertains  a just  sense  of  the  dignity  and  responsi-  , 

bility  of  his  profession.  His  culture  has  not  been  i 

confined  to  the  law,  but  he  is  familiar  with  the  best  , 
departments  of  literature,  always  delighting  in  those  ; 
works  which  belong  to  a high  range  of  thought.  As  ; 
a citizen.  Judge  Baker  is  honored  and  respected  by  ! 
the  entire  community  where  he  is  so  well  and 
favorably  known. 

NATHAN  KENYON  LEWIS.  Although  ; 
many  years  have  elapsed  since  Nathan  K.  Lewis 
passed  beyond  the  ken  of  those  who  knew  and  loved  | 
him  in  life,  his  character  and  attainments  were  such  1 
that  he  must  ever  be  regarded  as  an  integral  part  of  | 
the  edvicational,  business  and  social  life  of  Hop-  : 
kinton.  | 

Mr.  Lewis  was  a representative,  in  the  sixth  j 
generation,  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  that  | 
section  of  the  State,  of  which  John  Lewis,  of  Wes-  I 
terly,  was  the  progenitor.  The  line  of  descent  is  j 
as  follows:  John,  Daniel,  Daniel  (2),  Daniel  (3), 
Christopher  C.,  and  Nathan  K.  j 

(I)  John  Lewis  is  credited  with  having  come 
from  England,  in  company  with  his  four  brothers, 
in  the  early  settlement  of  southwestern  Rhode  1 
Island,  and  he  located  in  what  is  now  Westerly,  j 
His  brothers  are  said  to  have  located  near  Boston.  ' 
John  is  of  record  in  Westerly  in  1661,  and  in  1668  t 
was  made  a freeman  of  the  town.  He  died  in  , 
Pawcatuck,  in  1690,  and  was  buried  just  below  the  ! 
village  of  Westerly,  near  the  road  leading  to  Watch  ; 
Hill.  His  children  were:  Jonathan,  John,  Daniel,  j 
James,  David,  Israel  and  Samuel,  several  of  whom  ; 
remained  in  Westerly  with  their  father.  i 

(H)  Daniel  Lewis,  son  of  John,  became  the  ! 
first  settler  in  that  part  of  Westerly  which  became  ! 
Hopkinton,  about  1704,  purchasing  thirty  acres  of 
land  on  July  14th  of  that  year.  He  married  Mary 
Maxson,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Mosher) 
Maxson.  He  was  a fuller  by  trade  and  carried 
on  his  business  near  where  in  later  years  stood  the 
Laurel  Glen  Mill,  erecting  the  first  'dam  at  that 
point  and  for  many  years  doing  a thriving  business  J 
for  the  times.  He  was  a firm,  go-ahead  man,  honest  j 
in  every  particular,  and  when  once  set  upon  what  , 
he  considered  to  be  right  was  immutably  fixed.  He  ; 
was  a member  of  the  Eirst  Seventh  Day  Baptist  j 
Church  in  Hopkinton.  He  was  deputy,  lyil  to  1 


A 


RHODE  ISLAND 


395 


1714.  His  death  occurred  in  1718,  and  that  of  his 
widow  in  1721.  Their  children  were:  John,  Jona- 
than, Mary,  Dorcas,  Daniel  and  Hannah. 

(III)  Daniel  Lewis  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  mar- 
ried and  lived  on  a small  farm  in  the  Tomaquag 
valley,  which  was  bequeathed  him  by  his  father. 
He  built  a dam  and  erected  a mill  for  fulling  cloth. 
His  three  sons  were  Daniel,  Jonathan  and  Maxson. 

(IV)  Daniel  Lewis  (3),  son  of  Daniel  (2), 
was  by  trade  a carpenter,  and  settled  on  the  Toma- 
quag, about  twenty^  rods  from  the  old  mill  men- 
tioned above.  On  March  6,  1763,  he  married 
Annie  Clark,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Daniel  and 
Christopher  C.,  who  were  prominent  members  of 
the  First  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  in  Hopkin- 
ton,  each  for  many  years  filling  with  great  credit 
to  himself,  and  greater  benefit  to  the  church,  the 
office  of  deacon.  Daniel  Lewis  (3)  was  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Hopkinton  Rangers  in  1812,  under 
Capt.  Benjamin  Langworthy.  This  was  an  inde- 
pendent company  that  did  yeoman  service  in  the 
war  of  1812,  patroling  the  coast  of  the  south  part 
of  Rhode  Island  to  resist  the  invasion  of  foraging 
parties  from  the  British  vessels  lying  off  the  shore. 

(V)  Deacon  Christopher  C.  Lewis,  who  was 
born  Sept.  25,  1780,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  son  of 
Daniel  Lewis  (3),  married  April  6,  1812,  Wealthy 
Kenyon.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  members 
of  the  First  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hop- 
kinton, and  for  twenty-six  years  served  as  a deacon 
therein.  He  was  town  clerk  for  forty-one  years, 
and  wielded  a great  influence  throughout  the  town 
of  Hopkinton.  His  residence  was  on  what  is  known 
as  the  old  Lewis  homestead,  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  east  of  Ashaway.  The  east  room  in  the  old 
residence  there  was  used  as  the  town  clerk’s  office 
for  many  years.  He  died  Nov.  26,  1861,  and  is 
buried  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery,  at  Ashaway.  His 
tombstone  bears  the  following  inscription : “He 
served  the  ist  7th  Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hopkin- 
ton as  deacon  26  and  his  native  town  as  clerk  41 
yrs.  He  lived  receiving  the  universal  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  as  an  honest  and  efficient 
member  of  Society  and  devoted  Christian.”  His 
children  were  as  follows : Hannah  B.,  born  Dec. 
21,  1812;  Christopher  C.,  born  Feb.  22,  1815,  who 
died  in  September,  1905,  at  Ashaway,  R.  I. ; Alfred, 
born  Jan.  31,  1817;  Nathan  Kenyon,  born  Oct.  23, 
1818;  Daniel,  born  Feb.  4,  1821,  who  was  a physi- 
cian at  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  Ashaway,  R.  I.; 
Welcome,  born  July  7,  1822;  and  Edwin  Ransome, 
born  Jan.  31,  1827,  who  was  a successful  physician 
of  Westerly.  Deacon  Christopher  C.  Lewis  reared 
an  excellent  family,  and  all  became  worthy  and  use- 
ful members  of  society. 

(VI)  Nathan  Kenyon  Lewis,  son  of  Deacon 
Christopher  C.  and  Wealthy  (Kenyon)  Lewis,  was 
born  in  the  old  house  on  the  Lewis  homestead,  one 
and  one-half  miles  east  of  Asha  way,  in  Hopkin- 
ton, Oct.  23,  1818.  He  was  reared  as  a typical 
farmer’s  boy,  attending  the  district  school  and 


working  bn  the  farm.  Subsequently  he  took  a col- 
lege course  at  De  Ruyter,  N.  Y.,  preparing  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  taught  school  in  Hopkinton, 
Hope  Valley  and  that  vicinity,  being  one  of  the 
most  successful  teachers  of  that  time. 

On  Nov.  5,  1843,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  by 
Elder  Daniel  Coon,  to  Louisa  Langworthy,  born 
Oct.  30,  1823,  in  Hopkinton,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Lois  (Sisson)  Langworthy.  About  1850  Mr. 
Lewis  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  was  born, 
and  for  several  years  resided  there  with  his  father. 
In  the  fifties  he  became  cashier  of  the  Ashaway 
Bank,  which  later  became  the  Ashaway  National 
Bank.  On  March  27,  1865,  when  this  bank  was 
organized  as  a national  bank,  he  was  made  its  first 
cashier,  which  position  he  held  until  his  resigna- 
tion, July  26,  1869.  Soon  after  becoming  con- 
nected with  the  bank  at  Ashaway  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  that  village.  For  almost  a decade  he 
maintained  a very  close  relation  to  the  general  man- 
agement of  the  bank  and  was  regarded  as  a most 
competent  man  in  banking  circles  at  that  time. 
Failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  sever 
his  connection  with  that  business,  however,  and  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  his  last  days 
were  spent.  His  death  occurred  there  July  3,  1870. 
His  widow,  a most  estimable  lady,  survived  until 
Aug.  22,  1895.  Both  husband  and  wife  are  buried 
in  Oak  Grove  cemetery,  at  Ashaway. 

Nathan  Kenyon  Lewis  represented  as  high  a 
type  of  citizen  as  could  be  found  in  Hopkinton. 
While  he  took  a keen  interest  in  political  and  public 
affairs  in  the  town,  his  activity  was  not  along  those 
lines,  though  he  was  a Republican,  and  kept  posted 
on  the  questions  of  the  day.  His  greatest  interest 
and  activity  were  in  religious  matters  and  the 
spiritual  betterment  of  the  community.  He  was 
one  of  the  pillars  of  the  First  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church  of  Hopkinton,  and  served  as  deacon  for 
years.  He  was  a deeply  religious  man  and  any 
question  of  a religious  character  always  interested 
him.  An  extract  from  his  diary  in  the  year  1843 
reveals  the  true  character  of  the  man : “With  full 
sense  of  the  reality  that  I cannot  be  successful  with- 
out the  assistance  of  God.”  At  the  time  the  above 
was  entered  in  his  diary,  in  the  fall  of  1843, 
going  to 'begin  school  again  at  Locustville.  He  was 
a thorough  Christian  man,  very  conscientious,  and 
these  characteristics  were  much  reflected  in  his 
daily  life.  No  citizen  of  his  time  stood  any  higher 
in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of 
acquaintances.  His  family  consisted  of  a son  and  a 
daughter. 

The  son,  W.  Wayland  Lewis,  was  born  at  Hope 
Valley,  R.  1.,  Oct.  3,  1845.  He  is  a farmer  on  the 
old  homestead,  a portion  of  which  has  been  in  this 
Lewis  family  from  the  first  individual  ownership. 
The  old  residence  thereon,  which  has  been  occupied 
by  four  generations  of  the  family,  was  in  1906 
abandoned  for  a beautiful  modern  structure,  on  a 
location  even  mere  sightly  than  that  of  the  old 
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home,  from  which  one  of  the  finest  views  in  that 
section  of  the  State  could  be  had.  \Y.  Wayland 
Lewis  married  Miss  Emogene  Taylor,  of  Hopkin- 
ton,  and  their  three  children  comprise  as  illustrious 
a family  as  has  been  reared  in  Hopkinton  in  this 
generation.  They  are:  (i)  Nathan  Earle,  born 
Nov.  2,  1876,  graduated  from  Hopkinton  high 
school,  prepared  at  Stevens  Preparatory  School, 
and  graduated  from  Stevens  College.  He  occupies 
a responsible  position  with  the  Babcock  & Wilcox 
Boiler  Company,  of  New  York.  He  married 
Elizabeth  H.  Allis,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.  (2)  Howard 
Taylor,  born  Eeb.  22,  1880,  graduated  from  Hop- 
kinton high  school  and  Alfred  University,  at  Alfred, 
N.  Y.,  and  then  entered  Columbia  University,  New 
York,  becoming  a member  of  the  class  of  1906. 
He  is  now  taking  a course  at  the  Post  Graduate 
Hospital,  New  York.  (3)  Abbie  Louisa  graduated 
from  Hopkinton  high  school  and  Plainfield  high 
school  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  and  then  entered  Burn- 
ham School,  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  graduating  in 
1905.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Nelson  A.  Daniels,  of  Wil- 
limantic,  Connecticut. 

Eugenia  Louisa  Lewis,  the  only  daughter  of 
Nathan  K.  and  Louisa  (Langworthy)  Lewis,  was 
born  IMarch  29,  1847,  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.  She 
prepared  herself  for  teaching  at  the  Hopkinton 
Academy,  and  first  taught  school  in  the  Kenyon 
District,  near  Niantic,  R.  I.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  a very  successful  career  as  a teacher,  three 
years  of  which  she  was  engaged  in  the  district 
schools,  ten  years  in  the  Westerly  primary  schools, 
and  ten  years  in  primary  school  work  in  Plainfield, 
N.  J.  On  April  ii,  1893,  she  was  married  to 
George  H.  Babcock,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  president 
and  one  of  the  founders,  as  well  as  an  inventor  of 
the  Babcock  & Wilcox  Company,  of  New  York, 
manufacturers  of  patent  Water  Tube  Steam  Boilers. 
Mr.  Babcock  died  Dec.  16,  1893.  Mrs.  Babcock 
resides  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.  Her  summer  residence 
is  at  Watch  Hill,  R.  I.  Mrs.  Babcock  is  an  intel- 
lectual woman,  of  charming  character,  whose  faith 
is  strong  in  good  works,  and  she  has  a large  circle 
of  friends  to  whom  she  is  much  attached. 

WILLIAM  P.  DEMPSEY.  The  latter  half  of 
the  nineteenth  century  witnessed  in  New  England, 
despite  periods  of  great  depression,  the  rapid  and 
extensive  development  of  textile  manufactures.  This 
expansion  was  felt  in  all  lines  and  in  most  cases 
was  the  result  of  the  combination  of  the  industrial 
situation  and  a man  capable  of  not  only  seeing  the 
possibilities  of  the  moment  but  of  supplying  the 
elements  necessary  to  transform  them  into  realities. 
In  the  department  of  bleaching  and  dyeing  this 
moving  spirit  was  James  Dempsey,  whose  name 
became  known  all  over  New  England  and  whose 
work  has  been  carried  on  by  his  son,  William  P. 
Dempsey. 

James  Dempsey  presented  in  his  life  the  ex- 
tremes of  fortune  and  in  the  years  of  his  residence 


in  America  he  rose  from  the  position  of  a day  i 
laborer  at  $1.25  a day  to  a salary  of  $20,000  a ! 
year — all  through  his  native  ability  and  ceaseless  | 
efforts.  He  was  born  in  Rathbran,  County  Wick-  I 
low,  Ireland,  July  30,  1819,  and  was  one  of  the  1 
six  children  of  Christopher  Dempsey.  The  father,  1 
who  was  a farmer,  never  left  Ireland,  dying  there  ‘ | 
at  an  advanced  age,  but  five  of  his  family  came  to 
America,  all  of  them  being  now  deceased.  Four 
located  permanently  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts. 

James  Dempsey  worked  on  the  farm  and  at- 
tended school  till  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and 
then  was  bound  out  for  three  years  as  an  apprentice 
to  a mercantile  firm  in  Dublin,  in  the  grain  and  , 
provision  business.  At  the  end  of  his  apprentice-  1 
ship  he  accepted  an  offer  to  remain  with  the  same  j 
firm  at  a salary  very  much  advanced  from  his  j 
earlier  pittance.  He  proved  himself  so  capable 
that  he  soon  received  an  offer  to  take  charge  of  one  I 
section  in  the  largest  establishment  in  that  line  in  i 
Dublin.  Here  he  got  much  valuable  experience,  ! 
remaining  a year  and  a half  before  he  accepted  a { 
still  better  position  in  a large  wholesale  grain  and  [ 
flour  store.  This  connection  lasted  till  he  started  ' 
in  business  for  himself. 

Opening  a small  store  in  the  village  of  St. 
Doulix,  six  miles  from  Dublin,  Mr.  Dempsey  was 
successful  from  the  start,  but  owing  to  a flaw  in  his 
lease  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  place,  selling 
out  his  goods  and  returning  to  Dublin.  There  he 
hired  part  of  a brick  building  on  Mabbet  street, 
fitted  it  up  suitably,  and  opened  a general  pro- 
vision store.  Having  employed  an  able  lawyer  to 
attend  to  the  legal  formalities,  he  paid  rent  in  ad- 
vance, as  was  customary,  stocked  up  to  the  very  j 
limit  of  his  capital  or  more,  and  began  business 
with  every  prospect  of  speedy  success.  But  once 
more  disaster  followed  him.  Two  officers  suddenly 
appeared,  attached  everything  he  had  and  closed 
the  store,  on  a claim  of  which  Mr.  Dempsey  was 
entirely  ignorant.  The  premises,  which  were  part 
of  an  entailed  estate,  had  been  sublet  and  re-sublet, 
and  arrears  of  rent  had  accumulated.  According 
to  the  English  law  the  inheritor  of  such  an  estate 
had  the  right  to  seize  on  all  buildings  and  personal 
property  found  on  his  land  to  satisfy  his  claims  for 
rents  or  arrears  of  rent  due  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
Mr.  Dempsey’s  Dublin  friends  came  to  his  rescue 
and  the  matter  was  settled  by  compromise,  so  that 
he  continued  business  with  fair  prospects,  but  the 
experience  had  embittered  him  against  English  laws 
in  Ireland  and  he  determined  to  leave  the  country. 
He  perfected  a lease  at  a premium,  sold  out,  and 
sailed  for  America  with  his  wife — whom  he  had 
married  three  months  before  on  his  return  to  Dub- 
lin— and  with  his  brother  Patrick. 

Landing  in  New  York  in  June,  1841,  Mr.  Demp- 
sey proceeded  to  Fall  River  and  settled  in  the  vil- 
lage around  the  Globe  Print  Works,  where  he 
secured  work  and  was  employed  in  various  depart- 
ments. He  soon  became  convinced  that  there  was 
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a bright  future  for  anyone  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  practice  and  theory  of  the  bleaching,  dyeing 
and  printing  business,  and  giving  up  his  mercantile 
ambitions  he  set  himself  to  learn  his  new  work  in 
every  detail.  The  Globe  Works  shut  down  in  the 
fall  of  1843  and,  as  was  always  his  custom  during 
the  periods  of  idleness  in  his  chosen  field,  Mr. 
Dempsey  turned  to  whatever  work  he  could  find  for 
the  interval.  Buying  an  ax,  he  first  started  out  in 
company  with  an  old  negro  to  chop  timber  and 
was  so  engaged  at  practically  the  very  spot  where 
thirty-six  years  later  he  helped  Mr.  Borden  to  lay 
out  the  Fall  River  Bleachery,  in  which  he  himself 
was  a stockholder.  Later  he  went  to  Providence 
and  there  secured  work  in  the  engraving . shop  of 
the  Old  Cove  Print  Works,  where  he  remained  till 
the  works  burned  down  and  he  was  left  without 
employment  once  more.  He  was  next  engaged  to 
drive  teams,  keep  books,  time,  etc.,  for  the  Cranston 
Stone  Ledge  Company,  staying  there  till  the  Globe 
Works  again  opened  and  he  was  offered  a place. 
The  hard  times  were  upon  them,  however,  and  in 
1844  the  Globe  closed  down  again. 

In  the  fall  of  1844,  after  this  new  discourage- 
ment, Mr.  Dempsey  went  to  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  second  hand  to  the  late  Thomas 
Higgins  in  getting  new  bleaching  works  under 
way.  Mr.  Higgins’  reputation  was  second  to  none 
in  the  business,  and  the  fact  that  on  his  retirement 
in  1844  Mr.  Dempsey  was  appointed  to  his  place 
is  a sufficient  guarantee  of  the  latter’s  ability  at  that 
time.  He  was  under  the  general  agency  of  the  late 
George  Kilburn,  a man  ot  great  force  of  body  and 
mind,  a rigid  disciplinarian  and  most  exacting,  but 
one  always  faithful  to  his  own  duties  and  true  to  his 
word,  and  Mr.  Dempsey  attributed  much  of  his  own 
success  later  to  his  long  and  friendly  relations  with 
Mr.  Kilburn,  relations  terminated  only  by  the  lat- 
ter’s death.  After  twenty-two  years  in  Lonsdale 
Mr.  Dempsey  accepted  an  offer  to  go  to  Millville, 
N.  J.,  to  put  in  working  order  the  Manantico 
Bleachery  and  Dye  Works,  property  which  was 
owned  by  Messrs.  Wood  and  Garritt,  and  which 
had  not  been  a success.  Engaged  for  one  year,  he 
remained  two,  and  in  that  time  brought  the  business 
up  to  a most  prosperous  condition. 

As  his  family  were  not  willing  to  move  out  of 
Rhode  Island,  Mr.-  Dempsey  returned  there.  His 
son  George  A.  had  succeeded  hina  in  Lonsdale, 
while  another,  John  J.,  was  in  business  in  Paw- 
tucket. Mr.  Dempsey,  who  had  decided  to  retire 
from  active  business  life,  planned  to  settle  near 
them  on  a farm  he  owned  in  Attleboro,  four  miles 
from  Pawtucket,  devoting  the  rest  of  his  life  to 
farming.  These  expectations  were  quickly  dis- 
pelled, for  when  he  had  been  at  home  but  two  days 
he  received  an  invitation  from  Mr.  John  Kilburn 
and  his  father  to  accompany  them  to  Boston  to 
consult  with  the  owners  of  the  Danvers  Bleachery, 
Josiah  Bardwell  and  T.  W.  Walker,  both  now  de- 


ceased. The  plant  was  found  to  be  in  a worn-out 
condition,  but  Mr.  Dempsey  agreed  to  put  it  in 
order  if  allowed  an  outlay  of  $75,000.  On  this 
basis  he  began  the  work,  but  finding  it  a tremendous 
task  he  had  his  son  George  A.  resign  his  position 
at  Lonsdale  and  come  to  assist  him  at  the  Danvers 
Bleachery.  Together  they  brought  the  plant  to  a 
condition  of  most  gratifying  success  and  one  far  in 
advance  of  the  hopes  of  the  owners. 

The  course  of  Mr.  Dempsey’s  subsequent  busi- 
ness career  was  mainly  in  Lewiston,  Maine,  and 
he  himself  gave  to  a friend  the  following  outline 
of  this  part  of  it: 

“The  late  A.  D.  Lockwood  and  Air.  Whittle 
had  fixed  up  the  Lewiston  Bleachery  and  started  it, 
but  business  did  not  go  satisfactorily.  I was  asked 
to  meet  the  late  W.  B.  Wood,  who  made  what 
seemed  to  me  an  extravagant  offer  to  take  charge 
of  the  concern.  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Nichols  and  N.  Wk 
Farwell  indorsed  his  offer  and  I agreed  and  com- 
menced business  as  agent.  The  capacity  of  the 
bleachery  was  then  not  more  than  five  tons  of 
bleaching,  without  any  facility  for  dyeing  or  finish- 
ing colored  work  that  I could  use.  I have  in- 
creased it  every  year,  and  after  paying  dividends 
have  used  surplus  profits  in  building  and  increasing 
our  capacity.  To-day  the  works  are  in  first-class 
condition  and  equal  to  any  in  the  country,  with  a 
capacity  of  thirty  tons  a day  to  advantage,  and  with 
good  prospects  of  future  success.  I am  happy  to 
be  able  to  say  that  I have  been  treated  by  every 
board  of  directors  with  great  confidence,  even  to 
marked  kindness  and  consideration,  and  my  rela- 
tions with  our  board  are  entirely  pleasant. 

“Now,  as  to  my  relations  with  my  fellow-citi- 
zens in  Lewiston  and  Auburn,  I am  pleased  to  say 
they  have  always  been  most  friendly,  courteous 
and  complimentary.  Although  I have  tried  to  be 
a business  man  only,  I have  been  one  year  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  was  chosen  chairman  of  a 
joint  committee  to  build  the  Cedar  street  bridge, 
and  I have  reason  to  believe  our  fellow-citizens 
were  satisfied  with  the  work  of  their  committee. 

“At  the  inception  of  the  Lewiston  City  Water 
Works,  the  city  government  elected  me  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  water  commissioners.  I was 
re-elected  twice  to  the  same  board  and  with  my 
fellow  members  I believe  I can  fully  say  that  we 
all  tried  to  do  our  duty  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city.  I have  also  been  one  of  the  associates 
that  procured  a charter  for  the  Alanufacturers’  Na- 
tional Bank,  have  been  a director  for  fourteen  years, 
most  of  the  time  chosen  vice-president,  and  I am 
happy  to  say  the  institution  has  proved  a success. 
Owing  to  a pressure  of  business  at  the  bleachery,  I 
resigned  from  the  two  latter  positions.  Now, 
owing  to  my  advanced  years,  I feel  it  a duty  to 
myself  to  resign  my  position  as  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  the  Lewiston  Bleachery  and 
am  soon  to  remove  to  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  I have 
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come  to  this  conclusion  with  much  feeling  of  re- 
gret, but  I am  satisfied  it  is  the  proper  thing  for  me 
to  do.” 

As  is  well  known,  Mr.  Dempsey  left  Lewiston  in 
1892,  after  twenty-one  years’  service  as  agent  and 
treasurer  of  the  Lewiston  Bleachery  and  Dye 
Works.  Before  going  a complimentary  banquet 
was  tendered  him,  attended  by  numbers  of  the 
business  men  of  the  city.  * 

During  this  period  in  Lewiston  Mr.  Dempsey 
was  also  organizing  interests  of  his  own.  In  1880 
he  purchased  property  in  North  Providence  and 
established  a bleachery  and  dye  works  over  which 
he  installed  his  sons  as  managers.  These  works 
were  burned  in  1882,  but  he  at  once  projected  with 
the  aid  of  his  sons  an  extensive  plant  in  Pawtucket. 
It  was  constructed  according  to  his  own  plans 
and  was  designed  for  bleaching,  dyeing  and  finish- 
ing all  kinds  of  cotton  piece  goods.  The  works 
stand  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Blackstone  river, 
fronting  on  North  Main  street,  and  between  Smith 
and  Jackson  streets.  They  were  opened  in  March, 
1884,  and  have  been  very  successful.  In  1883  the 
concern  was  incorporated  as  the  Dempsey  Bleachery 
and  Dye  Works,  with  the  following  officers:  James 
Dempsey,  president;  John  J.  Dempsey,  treasurer; 
and  William  P.  Dempsey,  agent.  The  elder  Mr. 
Dempsey  left  most  of  the  construction  as  well  as 
the  active  control  after  opening  to  his  sons,  his 
own  time  being  spent  in  Lewiston.  The  build- 
ings are  of  brick,  substantially  built  and  equipped 
with  the  best  and  most  improved  machinery,  and 
all  departments  are  protected  by  automatic 
sprinklers.  Excellent  water,  of  which  great  quanti- 
ties are  used,  is  obtained  from  both  artesian  and 
open  reservoir  wells,  and  being  clear  and  soft  is 
well  adapted  to  the  bleaching  business.  Additions 
have  been  made  to  the  works  till  now  the  capacity 
is  fifteen  tons  per  day,  and  from  225  to  250  hands 
are  employed.  After  the  death  of  James  Dempsey, 
John  J.  became  president  and  treasurer  ajid  Wil- 
liam P.  the  agent.  On  the  death  of  John  J.  Demp- 
sey, in  October,  1898,  William  P.  Dempsey  be- 
came the  practical  head  of  the  plant,  which  is 
jointly  owned  by  himself  and  sister. 

A man  of  domestic  tastes,  Mr.  Dempsey’s  home 
life  was  an  exceptionally  happy  one.  His  wife,  to 
whom,  as  stated  above,  he  was  married  in  Ireland 
in  1841,  was  Miss  Bridget  McDermott,  a beautiful 
woman  in  every  way,  of  most  lovable  character. 
She  died  in  Lewiston,  Maine,  in  1876.  She  bore 
her  ‘husband  eight  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity,  as  follows : Michael  C.,  who  was  a grocer 
in  Pawtucket,  where  he  died  unmarried ; John  J., 
successor  to  his  father  as  president  of  the  Dempsey 
Bleachery  and  Dye  Works,  who  died  unmarried  in 
Pawtucket  in  October,  1898;  George  A.,  who  died 
in  Lewiston  in  1879,  unmarried;  Mary  J.,  residing 
at  the  Pawtucket  homestead;  James  A.,  who  died 
in  Lewiston  in  1874,  aged  nineteen;  and  William 
P.  In  1892,  when  Mr.  Dempsey  retired  from  busi- 


ness, he  and  his  sons  built  the  mansion  on  Park 
place  which  was  his  home  till  he  died  and  which  is 
still  the  family  residence. 

Although  advanced  in  years  when  he  retired  to 
Pawtucket  and  the  owner  of  a large  fortune,  Mr. 
Dempsey  was  not  satisfied  to  remain  idle,  but  con- 
tinued his  connection  with  various  institutions.  He 
was  a director  of  the  Pacific  National  Bank,  a 
member  of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Associ- 
ation, and  a director  in  the”  Lewiston  Machine  Com- 
pany and  the  Hills  Mills,  of  Lewiston.  In  political 
sentiment  a Democrat,  he  never  participated  to  any 
extent  in  public  life. 

The  death  of  Janies  Dempsey  occurred  Oct.  i, 
1894,  in  Somers  worth,  N.  H.  He  had  been  attend- 
ing a meeting  of  the  New  England  Manufacturers’ 
Association  in  the  White  Mountains  and  soon  after 
starting  for  home  was  taken  ill  on  the  train.  He 
had  relations  in  Somersworth,  and  thinking  that 
he  could  be  better  cared  for  there,  he  was  taken 
thither  from  the  train.  His  daughter  Mary,  upon 
whom  he  had  depended  entirely  since  the  death  of 
his  wife,  was  with  him,  and  everything  possible 
was  done  for  him,  but  he  expried  within  a few 
hours. 

The  personal  characteristics  of  Mr.  Dempsey 
included  many  admirable  traits.  Essentially  hon- 
est, his  success  was  achieved  without  wrong  to 
any  man  and  with  the  most  careful  observance  of 
his  own  word,  of  his  good  faith  with  others  and  of 
his  personal  responsibilities.  An  easy,  interesting 
conversationalist  and  a good  public  speaker,  he 
was  also  an  original  thinker  on  all  practical  topics, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  loyal  citizens  of  Lewiston, 
a devoted  champion  of  its  best  interests.  As  such 
he  was  highly  valued,  and  his  advice  frequently 
sought.  This  was  specially  true  in  regard  to  the 
financial  policy  relative  to  the  city  water  works, 
and  during  all  his  years  on  the  board  Mr.  Demp- 
sey, although  a Democrat,  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  maintenance  of  a non-partisan  tone  in  all 
its  dealings.  He  was  easy  of  approach,  hearty  in 
his  manner  and  thoughtful  and  kind  toward  every 
one.  While  frugal  and  careful  in  the  conduct  of 
his  large  interests,  and  a shrewd  judge  of  values, 
he  was  yet  a generous  giver  and  a most  indulgent 
and  devoted  husband  and  father.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  adhered  to  the  teachings  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

William  P.  Dempsey,  youngest  son  of  James, 
was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  May  9,  1855.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lons- 
dale, Pawtucket  and  Lewiston,  attending  till  he 
was  nineteen  years  old.  He  then  went  to  work  in 
the  Lewiston  Bleachery  and  gained  a practical  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business,  so  that 
when  the  Dempsey  works  were  established,  in  1880, 
he  was  fully  competent  to  take  the  position  of  agent 
and  general  manager.  That  position  he  continued 
to  fill  till  after  the  deaths  of  both  his  father  and 
brother,  John  J.,  since  which  time  he  has  been  sole 
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manager.  Besides  his  private  interests,  Mr.  Demp- 
sey is  connected  with  many  enterprises,  either  in 
Pawtucket  or  elsewhere,  being  a director  of  the 
Pawtucket  branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Com- 
pany, of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
the  Royal  Weaving  Company,  and  of  the  French 
Hair  Cloth  Company,  all  of  Pawtucket.  In  the 
last  company  he  is  also  treasurer.  He  is  also  trus- 
tee of  the  Pawtucket  Institution  for  Savings  and 
director  of  the  Hill  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Lewiston,  Maine,  besides  being  president  of  the 
Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Association,  elected  in 
January,  1906,  to  succeed  Lyman  B.  Goff. 

Mr.  Dempsey  is  one  of  the  city’s  most  substan- 
tial citizens,  and  is  both  highly  respected  and  pop- 
ular, for  like  his  father  he  has  an  affable  and  ap- 
proachable manner.  A Democrat  in  his  party  affil- 
iations, he  has  no  taste  for  public  life.  Mr.  Demp- 
sey is  unmarried. 

/^’''CHARLES  PERRY.  Whenever  and  wherever 
the  name  of  Perry  is  mentioned  in  financial  circles, 
the  long  association  of  that  family  with  the  old 
Washington  Bank  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  is  at  once 
brought  to  mind.  The  election  in  1906  of  Charles 
Perry  as  president  of  the  Washington  Trust  Com- 
pany calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  honor  came 
to  him  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
election  of  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Perry,  as  cash- 
ier of  the  Washington  Bank,  and  that  for  three  suc- 
cessive generations  Thomas  Perry,  Charles  Perry, 
and  Charles  Perry,  Jr.,  held  the  position  of  cashier— 
for  a period  of  ninety-eight  years ; and  that  the 
present  Charles  Perry,  having  been  clerk,  teller,  as- 
sistant cashier  and  cashier  of  .the  Washington  Bank 
and  manager  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company 
since  its  formation,  now  as  its  president  completes, 
for  the  three  Perrys  named,  more  than  a century  of 
service. 

The  Washington  Bank  received  its  charter  from 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  June,  1800,  and  began 
business  Aug.  22  of  the  same  year.  It  was  the 
third  bank  in  the  State,  one  in  Providence  and  one 
in  Newport  having  been  chartered  only  a short  time 
before.  It  has  had,  as  State  Bank,  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  only  nine  presidents:  Rowse 
Babcock,  1800  to  1801 ; Thomas  Noyes,  1801  to 
1820;  Jeremiah  Thurston,  1820  to  1830;  Nathan 
F.  Dixon,  1830  to  1842;  Nathan  F.  Dixon  (son), 
1842  to  1881;  Charles  Perry,  Sr.,  1881  to  1890; 
Nathan  F.  Dixon  (grandson),  1890  to  1898;  Al- 
bert L.  Chester,  1898  to  1906;  Charles  Perry,  1906. 
During  all  this  time  there  were  only  four  cashiers : 
Arnold  Clark,  1800  to  1806;  Thomas  Perry,  1806 
to  1826;  Charles  Perry,  Sr.,  1826  to  1881;  Charles 
Perry,  1881  to  1904- 

Charles  Perry,  president  of  the  Washington 
Trust  Company,  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  families  of  New  England. 
For  nearly  two  and  a half  centuries  this  branch 
of  the  Perrys  has  dwelt  in  New  England,  and  for 


two  hundred  years  in  Rhode  Island,  where  it  has 
been  allied  by  marriage  with  many  of  the  first  and 
most  influential  families  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
is  itself  one  of  the  marked,  forceful  and  conspicu- 
ous families  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Perry  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Edward  Perry,  the  immigrant  settler 
and  the  first  American  ancestor  of  this  branch  of 
the  family,  his  lineage  being  through  Samuel,  Sam- 
uel (2),  Simeon,  Thomas  and  Charles,  Sr.  In  the 
following  is  set  forth  in  detail  the  ancestral  record 
of  the  family,  each  generation  being  designated  by  a 
Roman  character. 

(I)  Edward  Perry,  a native  of  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land, born  about  1630,  and  one  of  the  first  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  America,  came  to  Plym- 
outh Colony  and  settled  in  Sandwich,  in  the 
province  of  Massachusetts,  at  that  time  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Friends.  He  married  about  1653, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Elizabeth  Freeman, 
Edmund  Freeman  being  lieutenant  governor  oL^ 
the  colony.  Mr.  Perry  was  a prominent  speaker 
in  the  Society  of  Friends  and  an  earnest  defender 
of  its  doctrines.  He  is  of  record  as  a grand  jury- 
man in  1653,  a surveyor  of  highways  in  1657,  1668 
and  1674,  and  in  the  latter  year  also  as  recorder  of 
deeds.  He  was  first  clerk  of  the  first  monthly  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  Friends  held  at  Sandwich, 
Mass.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  was  nine  children, 
among  them  Samuel 'and  Benjamin,  who  settled  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  were,  it  is  believed, 
the  progenitors  of  practically  all  of  the  Washington 
county  Perrys.  From  Benjamin  Perry  descended 
the  two  brothers.  Commodores  Oliver  H.  and  Mat- 
thew C.  Perry,  of  Lake  Erie  and  Japan  Treaty 
fame,  respectively,  who  have  given  distinction  to  the 
Perry  name  in  their  native  town  of  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.  Edward  Perry  published  a book  of 
addresses  as  early  as  1688,  said  to  be  the  first  book 
published  in  this  country. 

(II)  Samuel  Perry,  born  in  1664,  in  Sandwich, 
Mass.,  married  May  9,  i690,''Mary  Tucker,  born 
Aug.  16,  1668,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Martha 
Tucker,  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.  As  late  as  1695 
Mr.  Perry  signed  receipts  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  for 
money  left  him  by  his  father-in-law,  hence  he  may 
have  resided  there  as  late  as  that.  He  was  a free- 
man of  the  town  of  Kings  Towne,  R.  I.,  as  early  as 
Aug.  16,  1696,  and  was  made  a freeman  of  the  Col- 
ony from  Kings  Towne,  May  6,  1701.  His  homestead 
and  mill  were  in  that  part  of  Kings  Towne  which  is 
now  Perryville,  South  Kingstown.  He  invested 
largely  in  lands,  was  a partner  in  the  Shannock  and 
Maxon  purchases  of  tracts  of  land  located  in  what 
are  now  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Hopkinton, 
and  also  bought  extensively  at  Pasquesett,  in  Wes- 
terly, near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  present  town 
of  Charlestown.  He  died  in  July,  1716.  His  wid- 
ow was  living  in  1736.  His  children  as  named  in 
his  will  were  : '^James,  Edward,  Samuel,  Simeon  and 
Benjamin. 


400 


RHODE  ISLAND 


(III)  Samuel  Perry  (2),  born  in  1C95,  married 
Susanna,  born  April  23,  1699,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Elizabeth  Hazard,  and  their  children  were : 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Samuel,  Simeon,  Hannah,  Edward, 
John,  Alice,  Stephen,  Sarah,  Ruth,  Susanna  and 
Maribah. 

Mr.  Perry  was  left  by  the  will  of  his  father  130 
acres  of  land  in  Lewis’  neck,  fifty  acres  adjoining 
on  the  east  land  belonging  to  his  brother  Edward, 
and  120  acres  in  the  Shannock  purchase.  On  June 
29,  1720,  he  was  chosen  first  petty  juryman  in  Wes- 
terly, to  which  town  he  probably  removed  in  that 
year.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  town 
March  6,  1722-23.  His  lands  and  residence  were 
near  the  eastern  boundary  of  Westerly,  and  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  present  town  of  Charlestown. 
He  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony  from  Wes- 
terly April  30,  1723,  and  was  a justice  of  the  peace 
in  that  town  as  early  as  May  2,  1731.  He  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  Charlestown  in 
17.39,  174OJ  1742,  and  1746.  He  died  Dec. 

21,  1775.  His  wife  died  June  27,  1756. 

(I V)  Simeon  Perry,  born  March  31,  1726,  in 
Westerly,  married  (first)  in  April,  1749,  Penel- 
ope Kenyon,  (second)  Mrs.  Anna  Browning, 
daughter  of  Solomon  Hoxie,  (third)  Mrs.  Sarah 
Congdon,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hoxie  and  (fourth) 
Hannah  Hoxie,  daughter  of  Stephen  Hoxie. 
The  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were : 
Mary,  Samuel,  Susanna,  Simeon  and  Penel- 
ope ; and  those  born  to  the  second  were : Thomas, 
Hoxie,  Sarah  and  Solomon. 

Mr.  Perry  probably  settled  first  in  the  town  of 
Richmond,  and  was  town  clerk  there  1751-1754.  He 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Richmond 
in  1753,  and  justice  of  the  peace  there  in  1756. 
Shortly  afterward  he  became  a resident  of  Hopkin- 
ton,  and  was  town  clerk  of  that  town  1757-1760. 
He  practiced  surveying,  and  was  elected  to  that 
office  in  Hopkinton  in  1757.  He  was  the  proprie- 
tor of  Perry’s  Iron  Works,  on  Wood  river,  where 
he  manufactured  iron.  In  July,  1776,  he  was  elect- 
ed second  justice  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  Kings  county,  but  declined  the  office.  In  March, 
1786,  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  on 
a committee  to  revise  the  laws  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Perry  died  in  Charlestown,  Dec.  2,  1802. 

(V)  Thomas  Perry,  born  Dec.  7,  1776,  to  his 
^father’s  second  marriage,  married  Nov.  ii,  1808, 

Elizabeth  Foster,  daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  Hoxie 
of  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  to  them  came; 
Charle-f,  Ann,  Thomas,  Elizabeth  and  Simeon  F. 

Mr.  Perry,  like  his  forefathers,  was  a man  of 
importance  and  influence  in  his  community.  He  was 
especially  interested  in  educational  matters,  and 
at  his  own  expense  built  near  his  home  a school- 
house,  and  in  it  himself  taught  the  children  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  year  1800  was  an  eventful  one 
in  the  history  of  this  branch  of  the  Perry  family. 
In  that  year  was  organized  the  Washington  Bank, 
into  which  a few  years  later  Thomas  Perry  was 


called,  from  the  capacity  of  teacher  in  the  school- 
house  just  referred  to,  to  assume  the  duties  of 
cashier,  a position  that  has  since  been  held  by  three 
generations  of  the  family,  grandfather,  son  and 
grandson,  covering  a period  of  almost  one  hundred 
years.  Mr.  Thomas  Perry  died  in  office  at  Wester- 
ly, JMarch  26,  1826.  Thus  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Foster) 
Perry  was  left  a widow  when  her  eldest  son, 
Charles,  was  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  years  of 
age.  But  she  was  a woman  of  strong  character, 
and  successfully  brought  up  her  family,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  salary  of  her  son  Charles,  which 
he  turned  over  to  her  until  he  was  of  age. 

(VI)  Simeon  E.  Perry,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Foster)  Perry,  was  born  at  the  family 
home  on  Margin  street.  Westerly,  Feb.  2,  1823, 
and  there  died  Dec.  17,  1902,  the  last  of  his  genera- 
tion. He  was  always  a resident  of  Westerly,  and 
always  stood  among  those  who  believed  in  the  fu- 
ture of  the  town  and  who  were  willing  to  work  for 
that  future.  \Vfien  a mere  boy,  possibly  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  became  the  assistant  of  his  brother 
Charles  in  the  Washington  Bank,  and  there  he 
remained  until  the  Westerly  Savings  Bank  was  or- 
ganized, in  1854,  when  he  became  its  treasurer.  He 
continued  in  that  position  until  June  i,  1900,  when 
at  his  own  request  he  was  relieved  of  the  duties 
and  elected  president  of  the  Savings  Institution,  a 
position  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
To  this  bank  he  had  given  his  life,  and  the  results 
speak  a jjraise  higher  than  any  words  can  convey. 
He  took  the  institution  at  its  birth  and  to  his  faith- 
ful care  and  high  sense  of  the  trust  he  held  is  due 
largely  the  fact  that  it  has  never  missed  paying  a 
dividend,  and  that  its  deposits  amount  to  more  than 
two  million  dollars.  Mr.  Perry’s  life  was  one  that 
directly  and  immediately  brought  comfort  to  many 
a family  in  the  community.  He  was  an  uncom- 
monly modest  man,  and  followed  the  Biblical  in- 
junction to  keep  his  right  hand  from  a knowledge 
of  what  his  left  hand  was  doing  in  good  works. 
Those  whom  he  assisted  were  the  only  ones  who 
realized  the  extent  of  his  charity.  The  last  thing 
he  did  the  day  of  his  death  was  to  write  a letter  in 
the  interest  of  a needy  family,  and  the  last  time  he 
signed  his  name  was  to  give  value  to  a check  for 
the  relief  of  this  same  family.  For  many  years  he 
walked  the  streets  of  Westerly  a quiet,  unassuming, 
patient  man,  whose  highest  ideal  was  to  assist  his 
fellows,  but  who  would  have  blushed  like  a girl 
had  his  beneficence  been  known.  Now  that  he  is 
beyond  the  praise  of  men  it  is  only  right  that  we 
should  declare  in  public  what  those  who  knew  him 
best  have  known  in  secret. 

(VI)  Thomas  Perry,  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Foster)  Perry,  was  a jeweler  by  trade  from 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Westerly  Savings  Bank,  May  5,  1856, 
and  served  as  such  until  his  death,  Dec.  23,  1898. 

(VI)  Charles  Perry,  born  Sept.  27,  1809,  in 
Westerly,  R.  L,  married  in  1848,  Temperance, 
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daughter  of  Thomas  and  Phebe  (Wilbur)  Foster, 
of  Hopkinton,  and  granddaughter  of  tlie  eminent 
Quaker  preacher,  John  Wilbur.  To  them  came  five 
children,  namely:  ' Elizabeth  F.,  who  married  John 
Barclay  Foster,  of  Westerly;  Charles;  Phebe  W., 
who  married  Frederick  C.  Buft'um  of  Westerly; 
Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy ; and'  Arthur. 

Circumstances  and  conditions  placed  the  boy, 
Charles  Perry,  when  sixteen  years  of  age  in  the  po- 
sition of  cashier  of  the  Washington  Bank,  in  the 
village  of  Westerly,  made  vacant  in  March,  1826,  by 
the  death  of  his  father,  Thomas  Perry,  who  had  sus- 
tained such  relation  with  the  bank  from  1805  to  that 
time.  But  such  had  been  the  early  home  and 
school  training  of  the  boy,  and  such  his  character, 
that  he  measured  up  to  the  responsible  trust,  and 
such  remained  his  integrity  and  such  was  the  de- 
velopment of  his  mind  that  he  was  retained  in  that 
position  until  the  infirmities  of  advancing  years  in- 
duced him  to  decline  a re-election  in  1881,  when  the 
mantle  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  his  son  and  name- 
sake, who  worthily  wore  it.  For  nearly  fifty-five 
years  the  senior  Charles  Perry  had  daily  come  and 
gone  from  that  bank,  and  performed  the  duties  of 
cashier  so  satisfactorily,  and  such  was  the  confidence 
of  the  bank  in  him,  that  no  bond  was  ever  required 
of  him  after  the  first  three  months.  But  this  was 
not  all,  for  in  1836  he  was  a made  a director  of 
the  bank,  and  remained  a conspicuous  member  of 
the  board  from  that  time  on  until  his  death,  a per- 
iod of  fifty-four  years.  He  was  made  president  of 
the  bank  in  1881,  and  for  nine  years,  until  his  death, 
remained  the  institution’s  executive  head.  When 
summed  up  what  a page  in  the  history  of  the  bank 
his  record  makes ! Cashier  for  nearly  fifty-five 
years,  director  fifty-four  years,  president  nine 

years.  . . 

One  of  the  marked  characteristics  of  Mr.  Per- 
ry’s life  which  was  early  manifested,  and  which  was 
probably  inherited  from,  at  any  rate  encouraged  by, 
his  parents,  was  a taste  for  study  and  investigation, 
characteristic  traits  of  his  father  before  him.  While 
yet  a boy,  in  1825,  his  literary  taste  is  shown  in  a 
paper  he  edited,  printing  it  himself  wMi  a quill  pen, 
its  mechanical  execution  being  of  high  order  and 
a model  of  neatness.  This  paper  was  styled  the 
Bun^  Town  Patriot.  The  type  for  the  title,  togeth- 
er with  the  cuts  for  the  advertisements,  he  himself 
carved  from  wood.  The  perseverence,  industry 
and  enthusiasm  which  attended  this  work  and  made 
it  possible  for  a mere  boy  of  fifteen  years  continued 
to  be  marked  traits  of  the  man.  Mr.  Perry  caught 
the  inspiration  of  his  father  and  followed  m his 
footsteps  in  the  cause  of  educational  work  he  so 
heartily  entered  into.  The  son  ever  labored  zeal- 
ously for^a  high  system  of  education.  A lover  of 
books,  and  the  collector  of  a large  and  valuable, 
well-chosen  library,  he  developed  great  strength 
of  character  intellectually  and  morally,  and  he 
manifested  a lively  interest  and  ready  appreciation 
of  the  vital  political  and  moral  issues  which  from 
26 


time  to  time  confronted  the  people  for  settlement. 
His  voice  and  influence  were  ever  for  progressive 
measures.  He  had  no  taste  for  politics,  no  desire 
for  office,  which  fact,  perhaps,  added  to  the  respect 
and  weight  of  his  opinions.  While  of  a moderately 
conservative  nature,  he  was  liberal  and  active  in 
moral  reforms,  as  well  as  in  public  improvements. 

A pronounced  Abolitionist,  Mr.  Perry  ever  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions.  His  mature  man- 
hood covered  the  period  of  the  great  anti-slavery 
struggle.  His  fine  sensitive  nature  revolted  against 
human  slavery,  and  from  start  to  finish  he  upheld 
the  cause  of  freedom,  and  at  a time,  too,  when  it 
meant  something.  His  home  more  than  once  re- 
ceived and  sheltered  anti-slavery  speakers  from  law- 
less rbuse,  and  the  friendless  fugitive  slave  ever 
founci  in  him  one  who  hesitated  not  when  occasion 
demaided  to  put  the  higher  law  of  common  broth- 
erhood of  man  above  all  human  statutes  and  to 
brave  the  penalties  of  their  infraction.  Mr.  Perry 
dispensed  a large  hospitality,  and  those  whose  for- 
tune it  has  been  to  have  enjoyed  it  well  know  and 
appreciate  the  charm  of  his  conversation  and  the 
fascination  of  his  personality.  It  was  his  good  for- 
tune to  once  entertain  that  eminent  opponent  of 
the  slave  power,  Benjamin  Lundy,  who  was  then 
traveling  through  the  country  on  foot  en  route  from 
Baltimore  to  the  State  of  Vermont  to  see  a young 
man  by  the  name  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Garrison  was  unknown  to  fame,  and 
Mr.  Lundy’s  visit  to  him  was  that  he  desired  to 
associate  him  with  himself  as  editor  of  his  paper. 
The  Genius  of  Universal  Emancipation,  at  Balti- 
more. The  quest  was  successful,  and  the  sequel 
forms  one  of  the  important  pages  in  American 
history.  Mr.  Perry,  too,  was  a strong  temperance 
man. 

Mr.  Perry  in  religion  held  to  the  tenets  of  his 
ancestors.  He  was  always  a Quaker  and  a firm  be- 
liever in  the  original  and  orthodox  principles  of 
that  people.  When  in  his  seventy-fifth  year  he 
wrote  a brief  but  comprehensive  exposition  of  the 
important  doctrines  of  Friends,  entitled  “The  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Society  of  Friends.” 

Mr.  Perry  died  May  29,  1890,  at  his  home  in 
Westerly,  and  the  following  testimonial  was  adopt- 
ed at  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Washington  National  Bank,  June  12,  1890,  and  it 
was  voted  that  the  same  be  recorded  on  the  books 
of  the  bank,  a copy  be  presented  to  the  family,  and 
be  published  in  the  several  papers  of  the  town. 

In  deep  sorrow  we  meet  to-day  to  express  our  grief 
that  death  has  taken  from  us  Charles  Perry,  late  presi- 
dent of  this  bank.  He  had  been  qashier  of  the  Washing- 
ton Bank  and  the  Washington  National  Bank  from  1826 
to  1881.  He  had  been  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  this  bank  from  1836  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  He 
had  been  president  of  the  board  from  1881. 

We  deem  it  proper,  in  consideration  of  the  prolonged 
and  honorable  services  of  our  friend  Charles  Perry,  ex- 
tending through  the  extraordinary  period  of  sixty-four 
years,  that  - we  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  bank  a 
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tribute  to  his  memory,  expressing  our  esteem  for  him  and 
our  high  appreciation  of  his  exemplary  character  and  his 
virtues.  Elected  cashier  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years 
of  age,  he  held  that  responsible  office  for  more  than  half 
a century,  and  through  all  the  years  of  his  continuous 
service  his  integrity  was  never  questioned  and  his  up- 
rightness was  never  doubted.  So  completely  did  he  always 
hold  the  confidence  of  the  stockholders  and  directors  that 
no  bond  was  ever  required  of  him  after  the  first  three 
months  of  service.  His  wide  experience  and  master  judg- 
ment gave  to  his  expressed  opinions  great  weight  in  the 
deliberations  of  this  board,  and  a natural  conservatism, 
combined  with  extreme  care  in  all  matters  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  bank,  made  Mr.  Perry  a prudent  counselor 
and  a wise  director.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  our  safe  ad- 
viser and  our  trusted  friend.  To  his  family,  his  children, 
his  brothers  and  sister  we  extend  our  sincerest  sympathy, 
and  in  evidence  of  our  sorrow  we  order  this  imperfect 
testimonial  spread  upon  our  record. 

/ 

At  this  same  time  Hon.  Nathan  F.  Dixon,  of 
Westerly,  who  succeeded  the  deceased  in  the  presi- 
dency of  the  bank,  and  whose  father  and  grandfather 
had  each  held  the  position  for  thirty-nine  and  twelve 
years,  respectively,  made  some  most  complimentary 
and  touching  remarks  dwelling  upon  the  length  of 
Mr.  Perry’s  service  with  the  bank,  of  his  fidelity 
to  the  trusts,  his  fitness  therefor,  his  exalted  integ- 
rity, of  the  bank’s  appreciation  of  those  services, 
etc.  Mr.  Dixon  referred  to  Mr.  Perry  as  the  “most 
prominent  member  of  the  board  and  the  most  con- 
spicuous director.”  He  doubted  whether  there  was 
a like  instance  of  a mere  boy  assuming  and  discharg- 
ing financial  duties  of  such  importance.  “No  higher 
compliment  could  have  been  paid  to  the  worth  and 
character  of  any  one,  and  never  did  Charles  Perry 
do  anything  to  mar  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 
All  through  his  life  he  seemed  to  possess  that 
‘central  wisdom  which  was  old  in  infancy,  is  young 
in  four-score  years,  and  dropping  off  obstructions 
leaves  in  happy  subjects  the  mind  purified  and 
wise.’  ” In  referring  to  his  nearly  fifty-five  years  of 
service  as  cashier,  Mr.  Dixon  said : “Through 
these  years  no  bond  was  ever  required  of  him  after 
the  first  three  months  of  his  services,  and  through 
all  that  time  his  integrity  was  never  questioned, 
and  the  sincerity  of  his  motives  was  never  suspected. 
He  was  always  faithful  to  the  interests  of  the 
bank”  etc. 

The  Westerly  Sun  of  June  3, 1890,  in  an  editorial 
occasioned  by  Mr.  Perry’s  death,  credited  him  with 
an  ever  prominent  identity  with  leading  reformatory 
measures,  both  local  and  national,  and  said  that  it 
was  largely  to  his  energies  that  the  present  efficient 
public  school  system  was  due. 

(VH) ' Elizabeth  Foster  Perry,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Temperance  (Foster)  Perry,  was  mar- 
ried Sept.  16,  1868,  to  John  Barclay  Foster,  who  was 
born  at  his  late  residence.  No.  94  High  street.  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  Sept.  27,  1841,  son  of  Ethan  and  Anna 
A.  Eoster.  A sketch  of  John  Barclay  Foster  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  ‘John  Barclay 
and  Elizabeth  F.  (Perry)  Foster  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  William  Wilbur,  born  Oct.  3, 
1869:  John  Barclay,  born  Feb.  27,  1871,  who  died 


April  5,  1871,^  Mary  E.,  born  Aug.  6,  1872  Cilice  ! 
Phebe,  born  June  8,  1874,  who  was  married  June  | 

25,  1896,  to  Samuel  S.  Pennock,  of  Lansdowne, 
Pa.,  and  has  three  children:  "Charles  F.,  born  April 
9,  1897;  Samuel  S.,  Jr.,  born  March  18,  1901,  and 
Helen  Cadwalder,  born  Nov.  i,  1904; 'Helen  G., 
born  April  28,  1876,  who  was  married  June  23,  . 
1906,  to  Horatio  Nelson  Willis,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ; Charles  Perry,  born  Aug.  31,  1877,  who  died 
March  27,  1882;  Anna  Perry,  born  June  28,  1883, 
who  died  Feb.  4,  1885 /Eva  Lucy,  born  April  2^, 
1886. 

(VH)"  Charles  Perry,  son  of  Charles  and 
Temperance  (Foster)  Perry,  was  but  sixteen  years 
of  age  when  he  entered  the  Washington  National  ; 
Bank  as  a clerk.  His  ability  won  him  promotion  ! 
and  he  became,  successively,  teller,  assistant  cash-  | 
ier  and  in  1881  cashier,  serving  as  such  until  1904.  1 

From  1904  to  1906  he  was  vice-president,  and  in  j 
1906  became  president  of  the  Washington  Trust  1 
Company.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Smith  Gran-  j 
ite  Company,  and  is  interested  in  the  public  library,  ' 
having  been  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  since  I 
the  library  was  organized  in  1893. 

On  Jan.  19,  1875,  Mr.  Perry  married  Clara  V. 
Foster,  daughter  of  George  Foster,  and  seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them : Arthur  L.,  born  Feb.  10, 
1877,  sketch  of  whom  follows : Charles  H.  and 
George  H.  (twins)  born  Oct.  9,  1878,  of  whom  the 
former  died  Aug.  26,  1879,  the  latter  Aug.  27, 
1879;  Thomas,  born  Feb.  i,  1880,  who  graduated 

A.  B.  from  Harvard  in  1903,  and  is  now  assistant 

treasurer  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company; 
Harvey  Chace,  born  April  9,  1881,  who  is  teller  of 
the  Washington  Trust  Company;  Clara  Elizabeth,  | 
born  Jan.  19,  1886;  and  Phebe  F.,  born  Nov.  22,  ; 
1888.  I 

(VH)  Phebe  Wilbur  Perry,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Temperance  (Foster)  Perry,  was  married  Oct. 

26,  1881,  tO’  Frederick  C.  Buffum,  who  was  born  in 
Kennebunk,  Maine,  July  29,  1853,  eldest  son  of  Ed- 
ward and  Lydia  (Varney)  Bufifum.  They  have 
two  children:  . Frederick  C.,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  6,  1890, 
and  Marjorie  Perry,  born  Oct.  6,  1894. 

( VH)*'Arthur  Perry,  son  of  Charles  and  Tem- 
perance (Foster)  Perry,  was  the  assistant  cashier 
in  the  Washington  National  Bank  from  1881  to 
1892,  in  which  latter  year  he  went  with  the  Thom- 
son, Houston  Electric  Company,  later  forming  a 
partnership  with  Winthrop  Coffin  and  Alston  Burr, 
to  engage  in  the  electric  securities  business.  On 
Jan.  19,  1882,  he  married  Emma  A.  Foster,  daughter 
of  George  Foster,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Arthur,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  13,  1882,  who  graduated  A. 

B.  from  Harvard  in  1906; 'Henry  H.,  born  Feb.  i, 
1884,  and  .Priscilla  F.,  born  May  4,  1895. 

(VHI)  Arthur  L.  Perry,  son  of  Charles  and  ' 
Clara  V.  (Foster)  Perry,  attended  Brown  Univer-  I 
sity,  but  in  his  junior  year  left  college  to  become  j 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Westerly  Savings  1 
Bank,  July  i,  1900;  and  on  Jan.  25,  1904,  he  was 
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elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Washington 
Trust  Company.  On  June  27,  1900,  he  married 
Kate  S.  Nichols,  daughter  of  O.  F.  Nichols,  chief 
engineer  of  bridges  in  Manhattan,  and  they  have 
two  children:  'Dorothy,  born  March  22,  1901;  and 
Foster  Nichols,  born  Jan,  ii,  1902. 

HENRY  ALLEN  WHITMARSH,  M.  D.,  has 
been  established  in  Providence  since  1888,  and 'he 
has  acquired  a large  and  exclusive  |:)atronage,  being 
the  leading  homeopathic  physician  of  the  city.  His 
standing,  either  in  the  profession  or  as  a citizen,  is 
unquestioned,  and  has  been  gained  by  long  and  de- 
voted service  in  the  calling  of  his  choice.  Pie  is 
progressive,  and  has  long  been  a leader  in  the  vari- 
ous organizations  which  encourage  and  disseminate 
professional  research  and  discoveries. 

Dr.  Whitmarsh  was  born  in  Providence,  Sept. 
29,  1854,  son  of  Edwin  B.  and  Harriet  (Barden) 
Whitmarsh.  His  father  was  born  in  Dighton, 
Mass.,  and  at  one  time  followed  the  business  of 
contracting  and  building  in  his  native  State,  but 
later  was  engaged  as  a wholesale  grocer  and  ship 
chandler  in  Apalachicola,  Pda.  Subsequently  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Whitmarsh  & Peck, 
painters  and  decorators,  whose  place  of  business  in 
Providence  was  on  the  present  site  of  the  “Narra- 
gansett  Hotel.”  Edwin  B.  Whitmarsh  was  greatly 
interested  in  horticulture,  and  was  a frequent  ex- 
hibitor at  displays  of  that  kind.  Whitmarsh  street, 
in  Providnce,  was  named  in  his  honor.  His  death 
occurred  in  1879. 

Henry  Allen  Whitmarsh  received  his  prepara- 
tion for  college  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  at- 
tending first  the  public  schools  on  P'riendship  street 
and  Elmwood  avenue,  and  later  Mowry  and  Goff’s 
English  and  Classical  School.  Entering  Brown 
University,  he  graduated  from  that  institution  with 
the  class  of  1876,  and  four  years  later,  in  June, 
1880,  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  his  alma 
mater.  Meanwhile  he  had  pursued  his  medical 
studies,  which  were  begun  at  Columbia  Medical 
College,  New  York  City,  and  concluded  at  New 
York  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1879.  The  year  of  his  gradua- 
tion Dr.  Whitmarsh  located  at  East  Providence, 
where  he  began  regular  practice.  He  was  the  first 
Homeopath  to  settle  there,  and  he  followed  general 
practice  for  about  five  years,  until  he  began  to  feel 
that  the  knowledge  gained  thereby  did  not  meet 
with  his  expectations,  particularly  as  he  was  anxious 
to  acquaint  himself  with  advanced  modern  thought. 
Accordingly,  in  1884,  he  went  abroad,  and  spent 
nearly  two  years  at  the  General  Hospital  of  Vienna. 
Returning  to  this  country,  he  resumed  his  practice 
at  East  Providence,  where  he  continued  until  he 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  spent  the  winter 
of  1887-88  in  special  study  of  surgery  and  gyneco- 
logy. He  was  also  assistant  surgeon  to  the  Out 
Patient  Department  of  the  Chambers  Street  Hospi- 
tal during  that  period.  At  the  completion  of  this 


course,  in  the  spring  of  1888,  Dr.  Whitmarsh 
changed  his  location  to  Providence,  where  he  has 
ever  since  remained.  He  established  himself  at  No. 
62  Jackson  street,  where  he  conducted  a hospital 
for  nine  years  as  a private  institution,  after  which 
he  donated  the  equipment  to  the  Homeopathic  Hos- 
pital of  Rhode  Island. 

Though  his  practice  has  become  large  and  ab- 
sorbing, Dr.  Whitmarsh  has  never  lost  his  taste  for 
research,  and  has  endeavored  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
most  modern  thought  and  methods  in  his  profes- 
sion. He  spent  a portion  of  the  years  1891,  1892 
and  1893  abroad,  studying  in  hospitals  at  Berlin, 
Hamburg,  Dresden  and  Berne.  The  value  of  his 
varied  'special  training,  augmenting  a wide  exper- 
ience, combined  with  care  and  thoroughness,  has 
been  widely  acknowledged,  and  his  reward  is  a 
practice  that  plainly  demonstrates  the  general  opin- 
ion regarding  his  skill  and  usefulness.  His  pa- 
tients include  many  of  the  most  intelligent  residents 
of  the  city,  and  his  practice  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive in  Providence.  Keeping  thoroughly  in- 
formed on  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  profession, 
and  calling  to  his  aid  its  most  approved  discoveries, 
his  career  has  been  eminently  successful. 

As  the  leading  homeopathic  physician  at  a time 
when  the  standard  of  homeopathy  was  never  higher 
in  Providence,  Dr.  Whitmarsh  takes  a foremost 
rank  among  the  members  of  his  profession  in  Rhode 
Island.  He  is  one  of  the  influential  members  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  in 
which  he  has  held  various  offices,  including  that  of 
president.  He  is  a member  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homeopathy ; of  the  Massachusetts  Surgical 
and  Gynecological  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
president ; of  the  Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society ; was  consulting  surgeon  to  the  Provi- 
dence Homeopathic  Dispensary ; and  was  surgeon 
and  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Homeopathic  Hospital. 

Dr.  Whitmarsh  has  done  considerable  writing 
on  professional  topics,  and  he  has  long  been  a val- 
ued contributor  to  the  New  England  Medical  Ga- 
zette, the  Homeopathic  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  the 
North  American  Journal  of  Homeopathy,  and  other 
medical  publications.  His  contributions  have  been 
widely  read,  and  have  given  him  a reputation  which 
extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  practice.  He 
writes  well,  his  articles  showing  him  to  be  far  in 
advance  of  the  average  practitioner  and  an  enthus- 
iastic exponent  of  progress.  The  Doctor  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  University  Club.  While  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity he  became  a member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
fraternity. 

Dr.  Whitmarsh  is  not  bound  by  party  ties  in 
political  matters,  in  local  elections  considering  the 
fitness  of  candidates  and  campaign  issues  before 
politics;  in  State  and  National  affairs  his  support 
is  always  given  the  Republicans. 

On  June  16,  1881,  Dr.  Whitmarsh  married 
Martha  M.  Gerst,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  she  died 
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May  8,  1888.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Alida  E.  Sprague,  daughter  of  the  late  S.  S. 
Sprague,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere,  and 
to  this  union  have  been  born  two  children  : Esther 
Alida,  born  June  22,  1896;  and  Martha  Sprague, 
Aug.  21,  1902. 

WILLIAM  C.  GREENE,  a successful  jewelry 
manufacturer  at  Providence,  and  one  of  the  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  that  city,  is  a representative 
of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Rhode 
Island. 

(I)  John  Greene,  the  ancestor  of  the  noted 
Greene  family  of  Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1596.  He  was  a surgeon  by  profession, 
and  came  from  Salisbury,  Wiltshire,  England,  with 
his  wife,  Joanna  Tattersall,  and  five  children  in 
the  ship  “James,”  arriving  in  Boston  June  5,  1635, 
from  there  going  to  Salem,  and  thence,  in  1636,  to 
Providence.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve  original 
purchasers  of  Shawomet,  a tract  of  land  embracing 
a greater  part  of  the  present  towns  of  Warwick  and 
Coventry.  In  1644  he  went  to  London  to  nego- 
tiate for  Narragansett,  and  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee who  first  organized  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
under  the  charter  obtained  from  Charles  I,  in  1647. 
He  was  one  of  the  twelve  original  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Providence,  and  died  in  1658, 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Joanna  (Tattersall)  Greene,  dying 
in  1643. 

'(II)  Maj.  John  Greene,  son  of  Surgeon  John, 
was  born  at  Salisbury,  England,  and  came  to  New 
England  with  his  parents,  residing  at  Providence 
and  later  at  Warwick.  He  was  one  of  the  leading 
and  most  influential  men  of  the  Colony.  He  was 
called  upon  to  hold  high  offices  both  in  civic  and 
military  affairs,  being  prominent  in  public  life  for 
nearly  fifty  years,  and  retiring  in  1700  after  a term 
of  eleven  years  as  deputy  governor.  He  died  Nov. 
27,  1708,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  About  1648,  he 
was  married  to  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Almy, 
of  Portsmouth,  and  their  children  were : Deborah, 
John,  William,  Peter,  Job,  Philip,  Richard,  Anne, 
Catherine,  Audrey  and  Samuel. 

(III)  Capt.  Peter  Greene,  son  of  Major  John, 
was  born  at  Warwick  Feb.  4,  1654,  and  was  a prom- 
inent man  in  the  community,  serving  as  a deputy 
from  Warwick  to  the  General  Court  for  many  years, 
as  captain  of  the  Train  Band,  and  also  holding 
numerous  responsible  town  offices.  He  inherited 
by  will  from  his  uncle,  Peter  Greene,  the  homestead 
of  his  grandfather,  John  Greene,  surgeon,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Old  Warwick,  near  Conimicut  Point, 
where  he  resided,  dying  about  1723.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Stephen  Arnold,  of  Paw- 
tuxet,  and  their  children  were : Peter,  Sarah,  John, 
Stephen,  William,  Elisha  and  Barlow. 

(IV)  Elisha  Greene,  son  of  Capt.  Peter,  was 
born  at  Old  Warwick,  Feb.  13,  1692,  and  died  in 
1767.  His  home  was  near  Apponaug,  and  there  he 
resided  all  of  his  life.  His  wife,  Mary  Greene,  who 


was  a distant  relative,  died  Sept.  27,  1750.  Their 
ehildren  were : Mary,  Elisha  and  Elizabeth. 

(V)  Elisha  Greene  (2),  son  of  Elisha,  was  born  ' 
July  7,  1726,  at  Warwick,  where  he  conducted  a : 
distillery  near  Apponaug,  in  addition  to  farming,  | 
and  later  located  in  East  Greenwich,  where  he  car- 
ried on  farming.  He  died  there  in  1802.  He  mar-  . } 
ried  (first)  Isabel,  daughter  of  John  Budlong,  and  ! 
his‘  second  wife  was  Sarah  Johnson,  who-  survived 
him.  His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
were : Tabitha,  Stephen,  Mary,  William  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

(VI)  Stephen  Greene,  eldest  son  of  Elisha 
(2),  was  born  in  Warwick,  Nov.  5,  1752,  and  died 
June  20,  1833;  he  was  buried  at  his  home,  Greene’s 
Corners,  in  East  Greenwich.  He  was  drafted  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution,  but  as  it  was  not 
convenient  for  him  to  serve  he  secured  a substitute. 

He  was  a man  of  importance  in  the  community, 
was  a representative,  and  at  one  time  a judge  of 
the  lower  courts.  Judge  Greene  married  Dec.  i,  j 
1771,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Wightman,  of 
North  Kingstown,  and  she  died  April  i,  1830,  in 
her  eightieth  year.  Their  children  were : Elisha, 
George,  Mary,  Isabel,  Valentine,  William,  Eliza- 
beth and  Tabitha. 

(VII)  William  Greene,  son  of  Judge  Stephen, 
was  horn  Nov.  8,  1784,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  farmer  during  a long  and  active  life,  dying 
March  3,  1854,  in  East  Greenwich.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  sentiment,  active  in  his  party,  and  was 
for  a number  of  years  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly from  that  town.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
however,  he  was  a Democrat,  and  when  Andrew 
Jackson  first  ran  for  President,  the  town  of  East 
Greenwich  gave  him  eleven  votes,  William  Greene’s 
being  one  of  the  eleven.  In  religion  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  which  he  joined  in  1820, 
and  he  was  a man  much  esteemed  for  his  upright 
life  and  Christian  character. 

Mr.  Greene  was  married  June  16,  1811,  to  Abi- 
gail, daughter  of  John  Reynolds,  of  Warwick,  and 
she  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  East  Green-  j 
wich  March  26,  1889,  lacking  two  months  of  reach-  j 
ing  the  age  of  ninety-five  years.  She  made  her 
home  with  her  son  Lauriston  H.  in  East  Green- 
wich, where  she  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  j 
Greene  were  the  parents  of  a large  family  of  chil-  1 
dren,  several  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  those  who  j 
reached  maturity  being:  John  R.,  who  married  j 
Fannie  Wightman,  was  a merchant  of  Wickford  j 
until  the  middle  forties,  when  he  removed  to  Wor-  ] 
cester.  Mass.,  and  there  engaged  as  an  accountant 
until  his  death ; Mary  R.,  who  married  Joseph 
Fry,  died  in  Providence;  Elizabeth  Isabella  married 
John  Pitcher  and  died  in  East  Greenwich ; William 
C.  is  mentioned  further  on ; Thomas  T.,  twin  of  | 
William  C.,  married  Ann  Heines,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years ; George  F.  was  a resident 
of  East  Greenwich,  where  he  died  Aug.  16,  i860, 
his  wife,  Melissa  Remington,  surviving  him  and 
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marrying"  again,  now  living  in  Westerly;  Henry 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; Lauriston  H.  is 
mentioned  further  on.  He  and  his  brother  William 
C.,  are  the  last  survivors  of  the  family. 

(VIII)  William  C.  Greene,  son  of  William, 
was  born  Aug.  19,  1826,  in  East  Greenwich,  and 
his  early  life  was  spent  after  the  manner  of  the 
farmer  boy  of  the  period,  working  hard  on  the 
farm  in  the  summer  months,  and  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  in  winter.  His  schooling  was  all 
acquired  before  his  eighteenth  year,  and  besides 
the  district  school  training  he  had  six  weeks’  at- 
tendance at  the  Wickford  Academy,  then  presided 
over  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Stone.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  in  February,  1845,  young  Greene  came  to 
Providence  to  learn  the  jeweler’s  trade,  apprentic- 
ing himself  to  Allen  Brown,  a manufacturing  jew- 
eler, for  three  years,  receiving  each  year  the  sum 
of  $145,  out  of  which  he  had  to  pay  his  board  and 
purchase  his  clothing.  After  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  worked  as  a journeyman  for  one 
year,  and  in  1849,  in  company  with  Nathan 
Mathewson,  formed  a partnership  under  the  firm 
name  of  Mathewson  & Greene,  manufacturing  jew- 
elers, in  a building  on  the  corner  of  Westminster 
and  Eddy  streets,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Boston  Store.  In  1853  the  firm  removed  to  Page 
street  and  located  in  the  Richards  & Hicks  building, 
and  soon  thereafter  John  T.  Mauran  and  ex-Gov. 
Charles  Jackson  were  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  style 
becoming  Mathewson,  Greene  & Mauran.  In  1854 
Mr.  Mathewson  withdrew  and  the  firm  became 
Greene,  Mauran  & Co.,  continuing  as  such  until 
1862,  when  Mr.  Greene  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Mauran,  becoming  the  latter’s  foreman.  In  1866 
Mr.  Greene  formed  a partnership  with  Alfred 
Bliss,  on  Pine  street,  and  under  the  name  of  Greene 
& Bliss  did  business  in  that  locality  for  nearly 
twenty-eight  years.  Mr.  Bliss  died  in  1868,  and 
Mr.  Greene,  purchasing  his  late  partner’s  interest 
from  the  latter’s  widow,  continued  as  sole  owner 
for  a short  time,  when  Charles  H.  Bliss,  a brother, 
was  admitted  as  a partner,  this  connection  continu- 
ing until  Mr.  Bliss  lost  his  life  in  the  “Metis”  dis- 
aster, Aug.  30,  1872.  In  January,  1873,  Mr. 
Greene  admitted  three  partners,  the  firm  becoming 
William  C.  Greene  & Co.,  later  a corporation  under 
the  name  of  Greene  & Knox  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, then  William  C.  Greene  & Co.,  and  finally  Wil- 
liam C.  Greene  Company,  a corporation,  of  which 
Mr.  Greene  is  treasurer.  The  firm  is  manufacturing 
a general  line  of  gold  jewelry.  Mr.  Greene  is,  save 
one,  the  oldest  active  jewelry  manufacturer  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few 
whose  length  of  business  experience  covers  a period 
of  considerably  more  than  half  a century.  He  has 
won  his  success  fairly,  and  has  earned  a competence 
without  trickery,  deceit  or  questionable  dealings. 
He  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men. 


Mr.  Greene  is  not  connected  with  any  club  or 
secret  organization.  In  1849  he  united  with  the 
Point  Street  Baptist  Mission,  and  in  1853  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
where  he  has  been  an  active  member,  and  where  for 
over  a score  of  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
deacon. 

On  Nov.  4,  1850,  William  C.  Greene  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Amanda  Wightman,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Wightman,  of  Providence,  and  she  died 
Aug.  23,  1895.  Mr.  Greene  was  married  (second) 
Feb.  13,  1899,  to  Miss  Sarah  Boone,  a native  of 
Newport,  R.  I.  In  1875  he  erected  his  residence 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Broad  and  Stewart 
streets.  Providence,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

(VIII)  Lauriston  Hall  Greene  was  born 
July  19,  1833,  on  the  old  homestead,  which  is  now 
his  own  property.  He  applied  himself  early  to 
study  and  acquired  a good  education,  being  a pro- 
ficient student.  In  early  manhood  he  went  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  manufacturing 
jewelry  with  his  brother  William  C.,  and  remained 
there  for  ten  years,  but  on  the  death  of  his  brother 
George  F.  he  returned  home  to  settle  the  estate. 
Mr.  Greene  bought  the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the 
heirs  in  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  resided 
continuously  since  the  spring  of  1861,  devoting  his 
attention  to  its  cultivation.  The  self-sacrificing 
spirit  shown  by  Mr.  Greene,  when  he  gave  up  a 
business  life  to  take  charge  of  the  old  homestead 
and  maintain  a congenial  home  for  his  widowed 
mother,  evidenced  a degree  of  gratitude  and  consid- 
eration for  his  parent  that  revealed  the  sympathetic 
nature  so  often  reflected  in  various  ways  throughout 
his  life.  He  has  made  the  most  of  modern  improve- 
ments since  settling  on  the  farm,  being  a man  of 
progressive  ideas  in  agriculture,  and  has  made  many 
changes  on  the  place,  the  well  kept  condition  of 
which  demonstrates  his  thoroughness  and  syste- 
matic management.  Mr.  Greene  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council,  and  his  townsmen  have 
often  tried  to  persuade  him  to  accept  other  political 
honors,  which  he  has  invariably  declined.  In  religi- 
ous opinion  he  is  a Baptist,  being  a member  of  the 
Quidneset  Church,  where  he  is  an  active  worker, 
and  he  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  religious  and 
temperance  causes.  A man  of  regular  habits,  and 
with  a naturally  robust  constitution,  his  activity  of 
mind  and  body,  for  one  of  his  years,  is  remarkable. 

On  Dec.  12,  1855,  Mr.  Greene  Vas  married  to 
Miss  Abby  Ripley,  of  Providence,  and  their  wedded 
life  continued  for  nearly  half  a century,  Mrs.  Greene 
passing  away  March  2,  1904.  They  had  no  chil- 
dren. On  Jan.  16,  1907,  he  married  (second) 
Lydia  Parker  Brown.  Mr.  Greene  is  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  his  branch  of  an  old  and  honorable  family 
in  East  Greenwich,  where  he  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected.  His  life  history  will  show  a suc- 
cessful business  career,  and,  moreover,  a most  hon- 
orable^  one. 
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CONGDON.  The  old  Kingstown  Congdon 
family — of  which  the  Congdons  of  Newport  with 
which  this  article  deals  is  a branch — is  one  of  long 
and  honorable  standing  in  Rhode  Island.  Benja- 
min Congdon,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  appears 
first  at  Portsmouth,  and  years  later  removed  to 
Kingstown,  having  bought  land  in  Narragansett  in 
1671.  In  1683  he  called  himself  planter,  late  of 
Kingstown.  He  married  Elizabeth  Albro,  who 
died  Nov.  15,  1720,  and  he  died  June  19,  1718; 
both  were  buried  in  the  Congdon  burial-ground  at 
Congdon  Hill,  near  Wickford.  It  is  a family  tradi- 
tion that  Mr.  Congdon  came  to  this  country  with 
his  brother  John,  and  that  their  father  was  John, 
who  married  a daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke. 
In  support  of  this  it  is  claimed  that  Benjamin  Cong- 
don was  born  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales,  near  St. 
David’s.  The  coat  of  arms  claimed  by  the  family 
bears  this  inscription : “The  ancient  family  of  Cong- 
don of  Willerby,  in  Yorkshire,  descended  out  of 
Wales,  now  of  Rhode  Island,  Anno,  1811.“ 

The  children  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Al- 
bro) Congdon  were:  William,  Benjamin,  John, 
James,  Elizabeth  and  Susannah.  William  was  of 
South  Kingstown,  Benjamin  and  John  of  North 
Kingstown,  and  James  of  Kingstown,  Providence 
and  Charlestown,  respectively.  From  these  have 
come  a worthy  race  of  people,  many  of  whom  have 
remained  from  generation  to  generation  in  the  dif- 
ferent towns  of  the  State,  and  those  yet  here  are 
representative  Rhode  Islanders. 

The  particular  Newport  family  of  which  we 
write,  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  late  Capt. 
Carey  Congdon,  though  now  somewhat  scattered, 
still  is  representative  here  of  the  ancient  stock.  It 
was  here  there  died,  in  comparatively  recent  years, 
the  late  James  Carr  Congdon,  son  of  Capt.  Carey, 
and  the  father  of  the  present  Thomas  B.  Cong- 
don, who  for  approximately  twenty-five  years  has 
been  identified  with  the  Ac(uidneck  National  Bank, 
one  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  the  city, 
being  now  its  efficient  cashier,  and  who  otherwise 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  public  in- 
terests of  the  city. 

The  late  Capt.  Carey  Congdon  was,  perhai)S,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  L,  as  his  birth  is  of 
town  record  there  as  occurring  Oct.  21,  1780.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Abigail  (Carr)  Congdon, 
whose  other  children  of  record  in  Exeter  were : 
Abigail,  born  Dec.  2,  1778:  Gideon,  born  Feb.  9, 
1783;  and  Peleg,  born  Oct.  9,  1784.  Capt.  Carey 
Congdon’s  descent  from  Beniamin  Carr,  the  settler, 
was  through  James  and  John  Congdon. 

James  Congdon,  son  of  Benjamin,  was,  as 
stated,  of  Kingstown,  Providence  and  Charlestown. 
He  was  three  times  married,  and  the  father  of  fif- 
teen children.  His  first  wife  was  Margaret  Eldred, 
his  second  Dorcas  Westcott,  and  his  third  IMary 
Hoxsie.  Mr.  Congdon  was  a very  active  and  lead- 
ing citizen  of  the  several  communities  in  which  he 


resided.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1720,  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council  in  1731,  1732,  1733 
and  1734,  and  deputy  or  member  of  the  Colonial 
Assembly  in  1732.  He  was  at  Charlestown  in  1739; 
was  moderator  of  town  meetings  in  1745  and  1755; 
was  deputy  from  the  town  to  the  Assembly  in  1745, 
1747,  1748,  1749  and  1750,  and  a member  of  the  ' 
town  council  in  1747  and  1748.  The  sons  of  James 
Congdon  were:  James,  Benjamin,  Samuel,  Will- 
iam, John,  Ephraim,  Joseph  and  Robert.  To  James 
the  father  gave  by  will  100  acres  of  land  in  South 
Kingstown,  and  also  twenty  acres  with  dwelling- 
house  of  the  father  in  Charlestown;  to  Benjamin  I 
he  gave  lands  in  Cranston ; to  William  land  in  South  I 
Kingstown ; to  Joseph,  who  was  then  a resident  of  , 
South  Kingstown,  land  there ; to  Robert  land  in  i 
Charlestown,  and  also  land  there  to  William  and 
Joseph.  Of  these,  Benjamin  Congdon,  of  Crans-  | 
ton,  who  was  born  in  1711,  married  Barbara  Will-  | 
iams,  daughter  of  Joseph,  granddaughter  of  Joseph,  ' 
and  great-granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams.  j 

John  Congdon,  son  of  James,  born  May  5,  1734,  ^ 

married  (first),  March  25,  1753,  Mary,  daughter  j 
of  John  Reynolds,  (second)  Oct.  22,  1770,  Mrs.  I 
Naomi  Tew,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  and  (third) 
IMarch  8,  1778,  Abigail  Carr,  of  Jamestown.  His 
children  were:  James,  born  Nov.  23,  1753; -Han- 
nah, March  4,  1755;  John,  March  23,  1757;  Hewy, 
July  24,  1759;  Jonathan,  July  9,  1761;  Benjamin, 
May  9,  1763;  Joseph,  April  18,  1765;  Mary,  July 
31,  1766;  Elizabeth,  Aug.  17,  1768  (all  born  to  the  | 
first  marriage)  ; Azariah  and  J.  Naomi,  June  18,  j 
1771  ; William,  Jan.  i,  1773;  Oliver,  April  15,  1775,  ^ 

IMary,  [March  15,  1777  (all  to  the  second  mar-  ^ 
riage)  ; Abigail,  Dec.  2,  1778;  Carey,  Oct.  21,  1780;  | 

Gideon,  Feb.  9,  1783;  and  Peleg,  Oct.  9,  1784.  > 

Of  the  sons  of  John  and  Abigail  (Carr)  Cong- 
don, of  Exeter,  Peleg  in  his  earlier  life  was  an  East 
Indian  sea  captain ; later,  from  1819  to  1832,  he  was 
an  old-time  tavern-keeper  at  Apponaug,  and  still 
later  he  was  a resident  of  East  Greenwich  and  in  I 
the  employ  of  the  United  States  government  in  di-  , 
recting  the  building  of  vessels  of  various  kinds.  | 

Capt.  Carey  Congdon,  another  son  of  John  and  j 
Abigail,  located  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  married  | 
Sarah  Prior,  to  this  union  being  born  children  as  j 
follows:  John  C.,  William  P.,  Abby  C.,  Elizabeth,  | 
Martha,  Joseph,  and  Robert  R.  and  James  C., 
twins. 

James  Carr  Congdon,  son  of  Capt.  Carey,  was 
born  Jan.  18,  1815,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  in  early 
life  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  several  years.  While  yet  a young  man  he  en- 
gaged in  the  tailoring  business  on  his  own  account 
in  Nantucket,  Mass.,  conducting  the  same  success- 
fully until  1854,  when  he  closed  out  his  business,  j 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  there  engaged,  j 
in  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  the  late  David  , 
Thain,  in  the  manufacture  of  toilet  soaps,  the  firm  i 
name  being  David  Thain  & Co.  This  firm  con-  j 
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tinued  with  marked  success  in  the  manufacture  of 
fine  toilet  soaps  and  candles  until  1879,  when  Mr. 
Congdon  retired  and  returned  to  Newport,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  Jan.  27,  1890, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Mr. 
Congdon’s  business  career  had  been  a very  active 
one,  and  as  a result  he  was  very  successful.  In 
politics  he  was  a stalwart  Republican,  but  his  busi- 
ness so  engrossed  his  time  and  attention  that  he  was 
unable  to  be  actively  interested  in  public  matters. 

Mr.  Congdon  was  married,  Jan.  18,  1844,  to 
Eliza  Russell  Thain,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Russell)  Thain,  of  Nantucket,  Mass.,  and  she 
passed  away  Dec.  28,  1885,  in  Philadelphia.  To 
them  were  born  children  as  follows:  David  T.  and 
Arthur  B.  were  twins,  the  former  of  whom  lives  in 
Philadelphia  and  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  the 
latter,  who  died  in  Philadelphia,  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  gas  fixtures,  and  married  Rachel 
K.  Schoch,  of  Philadelphia;  Louisa  W.,  who  mar- 
ried Jeremiah  K.  Martin,  of  Philadelphia,  died  in 
Newport;  Mary  Russell  is  unmarried  and  resides 
in  Philadelphia;  Elizabeth  S.  C.,  who  married 
Charles  D.  Austin,  is  a widow  aud  resides  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Everett  died  in  infancy;  James  C.,  Jr., 
died  in  infancy;  Robert  W.  also  died  in  infancy; 
Robert  W.  (2)  is  a printer  by  trade  and  resides  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ; and  Thomas  Boss. 

Thomas  Boss  Congdon,  son  of  the  late  James 
C.  and  Eliza  R.  (Thain)  Congdon,  was  born  March 
8,  1864,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  received  his  early 
educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  which  he  attended  until  his  sixteenth 
year.  After  leaving  school  ]\Ir.  Congdon  came  to 
Newport,  and  entered  the  Aquidneck  National  Bank 
as  a clerk,  and  with  this  financial  institution  he  has 
continued  to  the  present  time.  He  early  displayed 
qualities  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  officials 
to  him,  and  he  was  rapidly  promoted  from  position 
to  position,  proving  himself  a capable  and  valuable 
man.  On  Oct.  17,  1904,  upon  the  resignation  of 
Charles  T.  Hopkins,  cashier,  Mr.  Congdon  was  at 
once  elected  to  that  responsible  position,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  efficiently  served  to  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Congdon’s  political  views  make  him  a stal- 
wart Republican,  and  since  becoming  a resident  of 
Newport  he  has  been  actively  and  closely  identified 
with  the  public  affairs  of  the  city.  He  has  served 
as  secretary  of  the  Republican  city  committee  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  has  been  before  the  public 
as  an  official  for  almost  twenty-five  years,  having 
been  clerk  of  the  common  council  for  about  sixteen 
years,  as  well  as  clerk  of  various  committees,  among 
them  that  on  Finance.  In  1906,  at  the  first  election 
held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city  of  New- 
port, he  was  elected  a member  of  the  representative 
council  from  the  Second  ward  for  the  three-year 
term.  He  has  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  City  Asylum  for  a number  of  years. 


In  1907  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Newport 
Hospital.  He  is  a member  of  the  Bank  Clerks’ 
Association  of  Providence  and  a member  of  the 
membership  committee  of  that  organization.  He  is 
a consistent  member  of  Charming  ^Memorial  Church 
of  Newport,  and  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  thereof  since  1902.  Personally 
Mr.  Congdon  is  very  popular.  He  is  quiet  and  un- 
ostentatious in  manner,  and  of  a genial,  kindly  dis- 
position. He  is  a great  lover  of  standard  literature, 
and  his  library  is  an  extensive  one.  Mr.  Congdon’s 
refined  tastes  are  evidenced  in  his  pleasant  home, 
to  which  he  is  greatly  devoted. 

On  Nov.  19,  1885,  Mr. -Congdon  was  married 
to  IMiss  Amelia  P.  Greene,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  O.  and  i\Iary  P.  (Manuel)  Greene,  of 
Newport,  and  a direct  descendant  of  one  of  New 
England’s  oldest  and  most  prominent  families.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  three  daughters,  named 
as  follows : Mary  Greene,  Elizabeth  Boss  and 
Anna  IManuel. 

IMrs.  Congdon's  lineage  from  John  Greene,  the 
progenitor  of  the  Warwick  Greenes,  is  through 
James,  James  (2),  Samuel,  John,  Samuel  L,  Judge 
James  A.  and  William  Oman  Greene.  These  gen- 
erations follow  in  chronological  order : 

(I)  John  Greene,  surgeon,  son  of  Richard  and 
Mary  (Hooker)  Greene,  was  born  at  Bowridg.e 
Hill,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  England,  in  1590. 
His  mother  was  a daughter  of  John  Hooker,  and 
granddaughter  of  Robert  Hooker,  who  was  mayor 
of  Exeter,  England,  in  1520.  John  Greene  re- 
moved to  Salisbury,  the  county  town  of  Wiltshire, 
England,  and  married,  in  1619,  Joanne  Tattershall. 

(II)  James  Greene,  son  of  John,  baptized 
June  21,  1626,  married  (first)  Deliverance  Potter, 
and  (second)  Elizabeth  Anthony,  and  was  a resi- 
dent of  Old  Warwick. 

(III)  James  Greene  (2),  son  of  James  by  his 
first  marriage,  born  June  i,  1658-59,  married  Mary 
Fones,  and  was  a resident  of  Warwick,  Rhode 
Island. 

(IV)  Samuel  Greene,  son  of  James  (2),  was 

born  June  8,  1711,  married  (first)  Mary  Whitford 
and  (second)  Elizabeth  Stanbrough,  and  resided  in 
Warwick  and  Newport,  R.  1.  ]\Ir.  Greene  was  a 

carpenter  and  builder  and  assisted  in  the  building 
of  the  Redwood  Library  there. 

(V)  John  Greene,  son  of  Samuel,  born  to  the 
first  marriage,  Aug.  8,  1734,  married  Mary  Allen, 
and  was  a resident  of  Newport. 

(VI)  Samuel  I.  Greene,  son  of  John,  was 
born  April  3,  1765,  and  married  (first)  Abigail 
HayvVard  and  (second)  IMrs.  Elizabeth  Jenkins. 
He  was  a merchant  of  Newport,  and  died  Jan.  15, 
1817. 

(VII)  Judge  James  Allen  Greene,  son  of  Sam- 
uel, born  to  the  first  marriage,  July  21,  1798,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Oman,  and  was  a resident  of  New- 
port, R.  I.  He  died  IMarch  10,  1882. 
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(VIII)  William  Oman  Greene,  son  of  Judge 
James  Allen,  was  born  Feb.  8,  1832,  and  married 
Mary  P.  Manuel. 

WOODS  (Providence  family).  For  two  hun- 
dred and  more  years  the  family  bearing  this  name 
has  been  a prominent  one  in  New  England,  and 
for  approximately  seventy-five  years  here  in  the 
City  of  Providence.  Reference  is  made  to  the 
posterity  of  the  old  Chelmsford-Princeton  (Mass.) 
branch  of  the  family,  the  head  of  which  was  Samuel 
W'oods,  who  came  from  England  to  the  American 
Colonies  about  1700,  settling  in  Chelmsford,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Through  Samuel’s  son,  Samuel  Woods,  Jr., 
came  of  a race  of  men  of  liberal  education,  graduates 
of  the  best  universities  of  their  day,  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  learned  professions  and 
occupied  chairs  in  the  first  colleges  of  the  country, 
among  them  Rev.  Abel  Woods,  an  eminent  clergy- 
man of  the  Baptist  denomination,  for  many  years 
pastor  of  churches  of  that  faith  in  Ver- 
mont; the  distinguished  Rev.  Leonard  Woods, 
D.  D.,  of  the  Andover  Theological’  Semi- 
nary; Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  Jr.,  the 
accomplished  scholar,  president  of  Bowdoin  College, 
Maine;  Rev.  Alva  Woods,  D.  D.,  of  Harvard,  of 
the  class  of  1817,  who  occupied  chairs  in  Columbian 
College  and  Brown  University,  acted  as  president 
ad  interim  of  the  latter  institution,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Transylvania  College,  Kentucky,  and 
of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Alabama ; Marshall 
Woods,  M.  D.,  of  Brown  University,  class  of  1845, 
who  for  fifty  and  more  years  was  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  and  useful  citizen  of  Providence,  and  the 
Hon.  John  Carter  Brown  Woods,  of  Providence, 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar,  who  has  represented  his  city  in  its  city  council 
and  in  both  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
Senate  of  Rhode  Island. 

It  is  with  this  Providence  branch  of  the  old 
Massachusetts  Woods  family,  alluded  to,  this  article 
is  to  deal.  The  following  genealogy  and  family 
history  is  arranged  chronologically,  the  Roman 
characters  indicaiing  generations  from  the  American 
ancestor. 

(I)  Samuel  Woods,  born  in  England  in  1686, 
came  to  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  about  1700,  and  died 
in  that  town  in  1763.  He  married  in  1717  Mary 
Parker,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Parker. 

(II)  Samuel  Woods,  son  of  the  above,  was 
born  in  Chelmsford  June  19,  1722,  and  died  in 
Princeton  Nov.  8,  1808.  He  married  (first)  Sept. 
14,  1751,  Tabitha  Eveleth,  who  died  Oct.  22,  1770, 
and  married  (second)  in  1772  Abigail  Whitney 
Underwood,  widow  of  Israel  Underwood.  She 
died  July  31,  1826.  In  1761  Mr.  Woods  moved 
from  Rutland  to  Princeton,  Mass.,  and  there  taught 
the  first  public  school  established  in  that  town.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  all  the  interests  of  the  time 
and  in  the  years  preceding  the  American  Revolution 


and  during  its  continuance  was  a member  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  and  with  others 
signed  and  published  a renunciation  of  allegiance 
to  the  British  Crown. 

(Ill)  Abel  Woods,  son  of  Samuel  and  Tabi- 
tha (Eveleth),  of  Princeton,  Mass.,  was  born  in 
that  town  Aug.  15,  1765.  His  mother  dying  during 
his  early  childhood,  his  father  instructed  him  care- 
fully in  the  great  principles  of  religion,  and,  be- 
sides giving  him  the  advantages  of  a common- 
school  education,  spent  many  evenings  assisting 
him  in  his  studies.  In  1783,  when  he  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  became  deeply  concerned 
about  his  immortal  interests.  Convinced  that  he  was 
called  to  the  ministry,  he  began  to  direct  his  efforts 
to  this  end.  In  1786,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Baptist  Church  in  Leicester, 
Mass.  He  helped  to  care  for  his  father’s  farm, 
while  he  devoted  all  his  leisure  hours  to  study, 
preparing  for  the  life  of  a clergyman.  In  1790  he 
began  to  preach  in  the  towns  of  Princeton  and 
Holden.  He  was  subsequently  invited  to  settle  as 
pastor  in  Dublin  and  Alstead,  N.  H.,  and  Caven- 
dish, Vt.,  preaching  about  one  year  in  the  latter 
place.  At  length  he  visited  Shoreham,  Vt.,  where 
his  labors  were  eminently  useful.  Here  a church 
was  formed  and  he  was  ordained,  and  appointed  its 
pastor,  in  Eebruary,  1795. 

Mr.  Woods  remained  in  charge  of  the  church 
at  Shoreham  fifteen  years.  His  labors  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  his  own  congregation,  but  he 
often  went  abroad,  as  a public  man,  and  bore  an 
important  part  in  various  benevolent  associations, 
and  in  organizing  a system  of  effort  for  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel.  Owing  to  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  much  to  the  regret  of  his  people,  he  resigned 
his  charge  in  1810,  and  immediately  after  spent 
about  a year  in  missionary  work,  chiefly  under  the 
direction  of  the  Vermont  Missionary  Society.  From 
1811  to  1826  he  was  settled  at  Panton,  Vt.,  and 
labored  in  Addison,  Granville,  and  Hubbardton. 
In  October,  1826,  he  removed  to  Essex,  N.  Y.,  on 
Lake  Champlain,  where  he  remained  most  of  the 
time  as  pastor  until  1837.  At  that  time  the  in- 
firmities of  age  were  coming  upon  him  and  he 
withdrew  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry. 
Accordingly  he  left  Essex  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence with  his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  Alanson  L. 
Covell,  then  minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Albany.  Mr.  Co  veil’s  death  in  a year  and  a 
half  made  another  move  necessary,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1838  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Hamilton,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  Aug.  ii,  1850. 

On  Oct.  II,  1792,  Mr-.  Woods  was  married  to 
Mary  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Weston,  Mass.,  Jan. 
27,  1775,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Mary  Smith,  and 
who  a few  months  before  had  joined  the  Baptist 
Church.  She  was  a lady  of  great  excellence,  and 
happily  adapted  to  fill  the  station  of  a minister’s 
wife.  She  died  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14,  1847, 
nearly  three  years  before  her  husband.  Three  of 
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their  six  children  died  before  their  parents ; the 
other  three  who  survived  them  were : The  Rev. 
Dr.  Alva  Woods;  Sarah  Woods,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  L.  Coveil;  and  Ella  Woods,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  R.  E.  Pattison,  then  Professor  of  Theology 
at  Newton,  Massachusetts. 

(IV)  Alva  Woods,  son  of  Rev.  Abel  and 
Mary  Smith  Woods,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1794,  at 
Shoreham,  Vt.,  the  eldest  of  six  children.  He  was 
fitted  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  in  Andover, 
and  entered  Harvard  College,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1817  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  in  course.  Among  his  classmates 
were  George  Bancroft,  LL.  D.,  Caleb  Cushing,  LL. 
D.,  S.  H.  Tyng,  D.  D.,  John  Doane  Wells,  George 
B.  Emerson,  LL.  D.,  and  Joseph  H.  Jones,  D.  D. 
Mr.  Woods  pursued  his  theological  studies  at  An- 
dover, where  he  graduated  in  1821.  Leaving  An- 
dover he  became  Professor  of  Natural  History  and 
Mathematics  in  Columbian  College,  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  occupied  this  chair  for  three  years, 
spending  a part  of  the  time  in  Europe  collecting 
funds  for  the  college  and  in  pursuing  his  studies  by 
attending  lectures  in  London,  also  spending  some 
time  at  the  Universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge, 
Edinburgh,  and  Glasgow,  and  visiting  the  principal 
institutions  of  literature,  science  and  art  in  Paris, 
Lyons,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Florence,  Rome,  Naples, 
Bologna,  Padua,  Venice,  Verona,  Milan  and  Ge- 
neva. For  four  years  beginning  in  1824  Dr.  Woods 
was  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Mathe- 
matics in  Brown  University,  acting  for  a time  dur- 
ing the  years  1826-27  as  president  pro  tempore. 
From  1828  to  1831  he  was  President  of  Transyl- 
vania University,  Lexington,  Ky.  In  1831  he  re- 
moved to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and  became  President  of 
the  University  of  Alabama,  located  there.  He 
closed  his  labors  there  in  1837. 

Leaving  the  South  in  1839  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence at  Providence.  Brown  University  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1828.  He  was 
elected  in  1843  ^ trustee  of  the  University,  and  one 
of  the  board  of  fellows  in  1859.  He  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  as  is  shown 
in  many  ways,  among  them  the  establishment  of 
five  scholarships  in  Brown  University,  a lecture- 
ship in  elocution  in  Newton  Theological  Institution, 
of  which  for  many  years  he  was  a trustee,  a scholar- 
ship in  the  Worcester  Academy,  and  generous  con- 
tributions to  the  endowment  of  the  Academy  at 
Saxtons  River,  Vermont. 

On  Dec.  10,  1823,  Dr.  Woods  married  Almira 
Marshall,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Priscilla  Mar- 
shall, of  Boston,  Mass. ; granddaughter  of  Lieut. 
Isaac  Marshall,  who  served  actively  in  the  French 
and  Indian  and  Revolutionary  wars ; a direct  de- 
scendant of  John  Marshall,  a prominent  resident  of 
Billerica,  Mass.,  in  1632  ; and  a lineal  descendant  of 
five  male  passengers  of  the  “Mayflower,”  namely: 
William  Bradford,  William  Brewster,  Francis 
Cooke,  Isaac  Allerton  and  Richard  Warren.  Mrs. 


Woods  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  3,  1804. 
She  was  a beautiful  and  accomplished  woman,  of 
the  greatest  culture  and  refinement.  She  died  April 
5,  1863.  Dr.  Woods  died  Sept.  6,  1887.  They  had 
two  children,  Marshall  Woods  and  a daughter, 
Priscilla  Marshall  Woods,  who  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  October,  1826,  and  died  in  Providence  in 
March,  1827. 

(V)  Marshall  Woods,  son  of  Rev.  Alva 
and  Almira  (Marshall)  Woods,  was  born  Nov.  28, 
1824,  in  Boston,  Mass.  He  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1845,  having  prepared  for  college 
■ mainly  under  his  father’s  tuition.  After  graduating 
and  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  he 
studied  medicine  at  the  University  of  New  York 
and  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from 
that  institution  in  1848.  In  the  same  year  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  course  from 
Brown  University.  In  his  boyhood  Mr.  Woods 
had  lived  with  his  father  in  Kentucky  and  Alabama. 
From  1839  Providence  was  his  home.  He  never 
practiced  medicine  to  any  great  extent,  but  gave 
his  time  chiefly  to  business  afifairs  and  to  the  study 
of  literature  and  art.  He  traveled  extensively, 
making  many  visits  to  various  parts  of  Europe  and 
the  East,  almost  always  accompanied  by  members 
of  his  family.  In  1855  he  was  commissioner,  under 
the  United  States  government,  to  the  Paris  Exposi- 
tion, having  charge  of  the  American  Department 

Fine  Arts,  and  serving  at  the  same  time  on  the 
International  Jury  on  Painting,  Sculpture  and 
Architecture.  At  the  close  of  the  Exposition  he 
was  decorated  with  the  Cross  of  the  French  Legion 
of  Honor,  in  recognition  of  distinguished  services. 

Mr.  Woods  always  took  a deep  interest  in  Brown 
University.  From  1856  until  his  death  he  was  a 
trustee ; from  1866  to  1882  he  was  treasurer,  and 
during  that  time  prepared  and  issued  the  first 
printed  treasurer’s  reports,  covering  the  years  1867 
to  1882,  also  publishing  a “List  of  Subscriptions 
made  to  Brown  University  during  the  twenty-five 
years  terminating  June  29,  1871.”  He  served  on 
the  most  important  committees  of  the  College  Cor- 
poration, freely  giving  his  time,  valuable  counsel 
and  most  conscientious  care.  He  generously  laid 
the  foundation  for  a Lectureship  on  the  Fine  Arts 
as  applied  to  the  Mechanic  Arts.  Few  institutions 
have  had  guardians  so  scrupulous  and  able  as  he 
was.  ]\Tr.  Woods’s  own  private  business  was  large 
and  it  throve  under  his  vigilant  and  sagacious  man- 
agement. He  held  many  positions  of  trust.  He 
was  a fellow  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
a director  of  the  Providence  National  Bank,  a 
member  of  the  Charitable  Baptist  Society,  a member 
of  the  Hope  Club  and  of  the  Art  Club,  Providence. 

On  July  12,  1848,  Mr.  Woods  was  married  to 
Anne  Brown  Francis,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John 
Brown  Francis  (Brown  University,  1808),  of  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  1832-1838, 
and  United  States  Senator,  1844-1845.  Governor 
Francis  was  the  great-grandson  of  Tench  Francis, 
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attorney  general  of  Pennsylvania  1741- 1755,  and  the 
great-great-grandson  of  John  Francis,  Dean  of  Lis- 
more,  Ireland.  The  Dean  of  Lismore  was  the  uncle 
of  Sir  Philip  Francis,  the  reputed  author  of  “The 
Junius  Letters.”  Mrs.  Woods  was  the  great-great- 
great-great-great-granddaughter  of  Chad  Brown, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  ship  “Martin”  in 
July,  1638,  and  with  others  prepared  the  first 
written  form  of  government  for  the  Colony  of 
Providence,  which  was  adopted  and  continued  in 
force  until  1644,  when  Roger  Williams  returned 
from  England  with  the  first  charter.  She  was  the 
great-granddaughter  of  John  Brown,  who  was 
closely  identified  with  the  Revolutionary  period, 
and  with  the  events  that  preceded  and  followed  it. 
Among  the  first  to  take  measures  against  the  impo- 
sition of  unjust  taxes  upon  the  Colonies  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  protest  against  the  tyrannical  and  un- 
lawful acts  of  armed  British  vessels  in  Narragan- 
sett  bay,  he  was  the  organizer  and  leader  of  the 
expedition  against  the  British  armed  schooner 
“Gaspee,”  in  Narragansett  bay,  on  the  night  of 
June  9,  1772,  that  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
vessel  and  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Duddings- 
ton,  her  commander.  He  furnished  supplies  and 
munitions  of  war  to  the  Continental  Army,  helped 
to  raise  recruits  for  it,  was  one  of  a committee  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  to  build  vessels  for  the  Conti- 
nental navy,  and  generally  rendered  material  service 
in  the  cause  of  American  independence.  He  was  m 
the  General  Assembly  for  several  years  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Assembly  that  voted  to  renounce  allegiance  to  the 
British  Crown.  He  served  two  successive  terms 
as  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  was 
prominent  in  securing  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  by  Rhode  Island.  Mrs. 
Woods  was  also  the  great-granddaughter  of  Nicho- 
las Brown.  Like  his  brother,  John  Brown,  he  was 
prominently  connected  with  almost  every  measure 
directed  against  British  tyranny  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  freedom  of  the  Colonies.  Her  grand- 
father, Nicholas  Brown,  son  of  this  Nicholas,  was 
the  chief  benefactor  of  Brown  University,  which 
bears  his  name.  Besides  his  other  gifts  to  the  in- 
stitution he  built  Hope  College  and  Manning  Hall 
at  his  own  expense  and  presented  them  to  the  Cor- 
poration. He  was  a Federalist,  and  was  in  the 
General  Assembly  for  several  years  during  the 
struggle  for  liberty,  and  was  also  a Presidential 
elector. 

Marshall  and  Anne  Brown  (Francis)  Woods 
had  two  children,  namely:  Abby  Francis  Woods, 
who  was  born  May  27,  1849,  was  married  to 

Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  15, 
1873,  and  died  March  10,  1895  ; and  the  Hon.  John 
Carter  Brown  Woods  (Brown  University,  1872), 
of  Providence.  Mrs.  Woods  was  a gifted  musician, 
a noted  leader  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  social, 
religious  and  charitable  life  of  her  native  State. 
She  died  beloved  and  lamented  by  all  on  Aug.  26, 


1896,  nearly  three  years  prior  to  the. death  of  her 
husband  in  London,  England,  July  13,  1899. 

Mrs.  Abbott  left  four  children,  Helen  Francis 
Abbott  Washburn,  wife  of  Maurice  King  Wash- 
burn, of  Providence ; Madeleine  Livermore  Ab- 
bott Ames,  wife  of  John  Ormsbee  Ames,  of  Provi- 
dence; Anne  Francis  Abbott  Kilvert,  wife  of 
Charles  Alexander  Kilvert,  of  Providence,  and 
Caroline  Livermore  Abbott,  of  Providence. 

(VI)  John  Carter  Brown  Woods,  son  of 
Marshall  and  Anne  Brown  (Francis)  Woods,  was 
born  in  Providence  June  12,  1851.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Woods  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public 
affairs,  of  his  native  city  and  State.  Descending 
from  distinguished  ancestry,  from  men  of  letters 
whose  lives  graced  the  learned  professions,  and 
himself  college-bred  and  ever  abreast  of  the  times, 
he  is  well  fitted  and  suited  for  public  station  and 
that  useful  citizenship  which  has  characterized  his 
life  in  the  community  of  his  birth  and  career.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  private  school 
of  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  of  Providence. 
He  entered  Brown  University,  and  graduated  in 
1872  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  delivering  the  classi- 
cal oration  on  his  Commencement  Day.  In  1875 
he  received  from  Brown  University  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  While  in  college  he  was  a member  of  the 
Epsilon  Chapter  of  the  Zeta  Psi.  Mr.  Woods 
graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1874, 
receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  1874  and  to  the  Bar  of 
the  United  States  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in 
1876.  Mr.  Woods  was  elected  a trustee  of  Brown 
University  in  1884  and  still  holds  that  office.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Advisory  and  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Corporation  since  1885,  and 
Secretary  of  that  Committee  since  1889.  He  be- 
came a member  of  tbe  Alpha  (Brown  University) 
Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  in  1871,  serving  on  the 
Committee  of  Appointments  and  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  and  was  Vice-president  from 
1891  to  1893  and  President  from  1893  to  1895.  He 
was  elected  Moderator  of  the  Charitable  Baptist 
Society  in  1891,  remaining  in  tbe  position  until 
quite  recently,  when  he  declined  a re-election.  Be- 
fore becoming  Moderator  he  had  been  clerk  of  the 
Society  for  fourteen  years.  Appointed  in  1892,  he 
was  for  six  years  a member  of  the  Board  of  State 
Charities  and  Corrections,  and  for  four  years  was 
President.  During  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  not  long  ago  resigned  because  of  the 
pressure  of  business  affairs.  Eor  many  years  he 
was  President  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Animals.  He  has  been  a 
director  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  on 
the  part  of  Brown  University,  and  since  1886  has 
been  a director  in  the  Providence  NationaJ  Bank. 
Always  active  in  the  formation  of  various  societies 
and  other  organizations,  he  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
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American  Revolution  and  has  served  as  President 
and  Vice-president  of  that  society  and  as  delegate 
to  the  national  congresses.  One  of  the  founders 
of  the  Hope  Club,  Providence,  he  has  been  almost 
continuously  identified  with  its  management  as  a 
governor.  President  and  Vice-president.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Country  Club  at 
Choppequonsett  and  is  a member,  in  addition  to 
the  clubs  already  named,  of  the  Agawam  Hunt, 
Rumford  Polo  Club,  University  Clubs  of  Provi- 
dence, New  York  and  Boston,  the  Newport  Reading 
Room,  Squantum  Club,  and  the  Providence  Board 
of  Trade. 

Mr.  Woods  was  elected  to  the  common  council 
of  Providence  in  January,  1877,  and  served  without 
interruption  until  January,  1885,  declining  a re- 
election  at  that  time.  He  was  President  of  that 
body  in  the  years  1881-82-83-84.  While  a member 
of  the  council  he  served  on  the  joint  standing  com- 
mittees on  City  Property,  Finance,  Police,  City 
Engineer’s  Department  and  Ordinance's,  being  chair- 
man of  the  last  named  committee  in  1879  and  1880. 
He  was  also  a member  of  many  special  committees, 
among  them  the  committee,  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man, appointed  to  report  upon  the  future  manage- 
ment of  the  Providence  Reform  School.  The  in- 
vestigation made  by  this  committee  resulted  in  the 
abolishment  of  that  school  and  the  establishment 
of  the  Sockanosset  School  for  Boys  and  Oaklawn 
School  for  Girls  at  the  State  Institutions  in  Crans- 
ton. He  was  a member  of  the  committee  on  the 
City  Engineer’s  Department  during  the  inquiries 
made  by  that  committee  as  to  the  safety  of  certain 
public  buildings,  the  pollution  of  the  iMoshassuck 
and  Woonasquetucket  rivers  and  Providence  har- 
bor, and  the  best  methods  of  disposing  of  the  city 
sewage.  As  President  of  the  common  council  he 
was  ex-officio  member  of  the  school  committee  of 
Providence  in  1881-82-83-84.  Mr.  Woods  was  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  May,  1881,  to  May,  1887,  a member  of 
the  Senate  from  December,  1891,  to  the  May  ses- 
sion of  1892,  was  again  elected  senator  in  April, 
1894,  and  re-elected  in  1895  and  1896.  While  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  he  was  a member  of 
the  joint  committee  on  Rules  and  Order,  and  the 
committee  on  Judiciary,  being  chairman  of  the  lat- 
ter in  1884-85,  1885-86,  1886-87;  also  chairman  of 
a committee  appointed  in  March,  1886,  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  administration  of  criminal 
law  in  the  State,  and  chairman  of  a joint  special 
committee  appointed  in  April,  1886,  to  consider 
changes  in  law's  relating  to  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  inferior  courts,  and  to  the  suppression 
of  intemperance.  While  in  the  Senate  in  1892  Mr. 
Woods  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  public  highways 
of  the  State,  with  a view  to  improvement  in  their 
construction  and  maintenance,  and  to  revise  and 
consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  the  same.  In  con- 
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sequence  of  the  labors  of  this  committee,  legislation 
looking  to  improved  highways  was  passed  in  1895. 
In  June,  1894,  he  was  appointed  one  of  a joint 
committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  exemption  from 
taxation,  and  taxation  generally.  The  report  on 
the  subject  was  made  in  April,  1896.  In  June,  1894, 
he  was  made  a member  of  a joint  special  committee 
to  confer  with  the  city  of  Providence,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  obtaining  a site  for  a State  Armory,  and  in 
May,  1895,  he  w'as  appointed  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  State  Armory  Commission.  In  May,  1895, 
he  was  made  chairman  of  the  commission  to  cause 
a geological  survey  to  be  made  of  portions  of  the 
State  containing  materials  suitable  for  road  build- 
ing, and  in  May,  1896,  he  was  appointed  on  the 
commission  to  revise  the  Militia  Laws  of  the  State. 
He  has  also  served  as  a member  of  many  other 
special  committees.  In  political  sentiment  Mr. 
Woods  is  a Republican.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Republican  City  Committee  of  Providence  from 
1879  to  1896,  declining  a re-election,  and  was  chair- 
man from  1886  to  1893,  refusing  to  serve  at  the 
head  of  the  committee  any  longer.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Republican  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  from  1890  to  1893,  and  has  been 
prominently  connected  with  many  other  Republican 
organizations,  conventions,  etc.  Mr.  Woods  has 
spent  many  years  of  his  life  in  travel  and  study 
abroad  and  for  the  last  few  years  has  devoted  his 
time  to  research  and  the  management  of  important 
affairs. 

POTHIER  (Woonsocket  family).  Of  the 
many  citizens  of  Woo'nsocket,  from  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  who  have  risen  to  positions  of  honor  and 
trust  in  this  their  adopted  city  and  State,  becoming 
leaders  in  business,  in  public  affairs  and  in  society, 
perhaps  none  are  held  in  higher  esteem  and  respect 
in  their  community,  and  more  deservedly  so,  than 
the  Hon.  Aram  J.  Pothier,  of  the-  Woonsocket  In- 
stitution for  Savings,  former  lieutenant  governor 
of  this  Commonwealth,  mayor  of  Woonsocket,  etc. 
Born  in  1854,  near  Three  Rivers,  in  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  Mr.  Pothier  is  a son  of  Jules 
Pothier,  late  also  of  Woonsocket,  a representative 
of  an  ancient  French  family,  who  years  ago  cast 
his  lot  with  those  of  his  nationality  who  have,  as 
it  were,  become  the  very  bone  and  sinew  of  their 
adopted  city. 

Jules  Pothier  was  born  near  Three  Rivers, 
Quebec,  Sept.  25,  1829,  son  of  Octave  I’othier.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place,  and  received 
his  education  in  such  schools  as  the  district  af- 
forded, the  language  taught  being  principally 
French.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking, 
which  he  followed  during  his  active  years.  In  1869 
he  brought  his  family  to  Rhode  Island,  locating  in 
Woonsocket,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
his  death  Dec.  7,  1904.  His  remains  rest  in  Prec- 
ious Blood  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  a firm  be- 
liever in  Republican  principles.  He  was  a faithful 
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member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  In  Can- 
ada he  wedded  Domitilde  Dallaire  and  their  chil- 
dren were  : Aram  J. ; Louise  ; Octave,  a clerk  in  the 
Woonsocket  Institution  for  Savings;  Anna,  who 
married  Wilfred  Jarret,  in  the  insurance  business 
in  Woonsocket;  Joseph  C.,  a medical  practitioner 
in  New  Bedford;  and  Josephine,  wife  of  Dr.  C.  A. 
E.  Laferriere,  of  Woonsocket. 

Aram  J.  Pothier  received  his  education  in  the 
Christian  Brothers  School  and  in  Nicolet  College, 
Quebec.  He  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Woonsocket,  and  he 
found  employment  as  clerk  in  a store  where  he  re- 
mained until  1875,  when  he  accepted  a position  in 
the  Woonsocket  Institution  for  Savings,  with  which 
institution  he  has  continued  throughout  the  inter- 
vening thirty-two  years.  He  is  also  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Guerin  Spinning  Com- 
pany, secretary  and.  treasurer  of  the  Montrose 
\\  oolen  Company,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Alsace  W orsted  Company,  and  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Rosemont  Dyeing  Company,  all  of  these 
of  W oonsocket,  and  he  is  also  acting  treasurer  of 
the  French  Worsted  Company.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Woon- 
socket Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  also 
treasurer  of  the  W^oonsocket  hospital. 

In  his  zeal  for  and  fealty  to  the  city  of  his  adop- 
tion, Mr.  Pothier  has,  whether  in  public  or  in  private 
life,  eagerly  striven  for  her  advancement.  In  the 
securing  to  Woonsocket  within  the  last  few  vears 
of  a number  of  large  industrial  institutions,  in 
which  he  took  a most  active  part,  he  became  her 
benefactor,  and  secured  to  her  and  her  people  a 
heritage  of  greater  industrial  activity  and  financial 
stability.  It  is  this  part  of  his  life  in  which  he 
perhaps  takes  greatest  pride. 

In  evidence  of  the  above  statements  the  follow- 
ing is  quoted  from  a local  paper ; ‘And  in  this  re- 
gard the  citizens  of  WMonsocket  must  give  full 
credit  to  the  efforts  of  Hon.  Aram  J.  Pothier.  The 
Guerin  Spinning  Company,  the  Lafayette  Worsted 
Company,  the  Loridan  WMrsted  Company,  the 
Montrose  W'orsted  Company,  the  Alsace  Worsted 
Company,  the  American  Paper  Tube  Company,  the 
Fall  Yarn  Company,  the  French  WMrsted  Com- 
pany, the  Desurmont  & Sons,  and  other  concerns  in 
this  city  owe  their  existence  in  W^oonsocket  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  earnestness  and  public  spirit 
of  Mr.  Pothier,  in  working  for  the  community  over 
which  he  has  presided  as  its  honored  Mayor,  and 
the  business  men  of  WMonsocket  owe  a distinct  debt 
of  gratitude  to  him.” 

Through  the  force  of  his  makeup,  his  strong 
personality,  Aram  J.  Pothier,  aided  no  doubt  by  the 
inspiration  gathered  from  the  historic  scenes  of  this 
time  honored  section  of  New  England,  has  gradu- 
ally won  his  way  from  obscurity  to  a position  of 
influence  and  to  the  first  place  within  the  gift  of  his 
city  and  the  second  in  the  State.  He  is  still  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  board  of  education;  served  four 


years  as  a member  of  the  school  committee,  Woon- 
socket ; five  years  as  city  auditor ; was  elected  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1886,  and 
served  two  terms;  and  in  1894  and  1895  was  the 
city’s  chief  executive  officer.  In  1897  he  was  hon- 
ored by  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  by  election 
to  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. He  was  sent  abroad  in  1889,  and  again 
in  1890,  as  commissioner  for  Rhode  Island  to  the 
Paris  Exposition,  and  on  the  occasion  of  his  last 
return  to  his  home  his  fellow  citizens  extended  to 
him  a most  hearty  welcome.  On  this  occasion  Har- 
ris hall  in  that  city  was  the  scene  of  a great  demon- 
stration when  citizens  assembled  to  show  their  re- 
spect and  admiration  for  their  honored  fellow- 
citizen. 

Born  of  an  excellent  ancestry,  possessing  those 
qualities  of  honesty,  industry  and  sincerity  which 
make  men  believe  in  him,  respecting  and  living  up 
to  the  best  traditions  of  representative  democracy 
and  the  best  American  citizenship,  Mr.  Pothier  pre- 
sents an  excellent  example  of  the  influences  of  re- 
publican environment,  combined  with  a high  pur- 
pose and  firm  resolve  to  do  and  to  do  rightly. 

CHARLES  BARBER  COON,  one  of  the  well 
known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Westerly, 
is  a man  whose  career  entitles  him  to  be  called 
thoroughly  self-made  in  all  that  the  term  implies, 
as  a man’s  success  should  not  be  judged  alone  by 
the  height  to  which  he  has  climbed,  but  also  by 
the  distance  he  has  had  to  climb.  Mr.  Coon’s  en- 
vironments as  a boy  were  surely  not  those  to  assure 
or  even  suggest  his  subsequent  position  of  affluence 
and  standing  in  his  community.  Deprived  of  the 
tender  care  and  affection  of  a mother  when  but  a 
child,  and  losing  his  father  when  only  thirteen,  his 
later  achievements  go  to  show  that  it  was  the  re- 
sult of  giving  the  boy  a chance  to  demonstrate  his 
worth. 

The  Coon  family  from  which  Charles  Barber 
Coon  descends  is  an  old  one  in  this  section  of  Rhode 
-Island.  The  spelling  of  the  name  has  been  changed 
from  time  to  time,  the  first  of  the  name  (in  its 
various  forms  of  spelling)  in  this  section  of  the 
State  being  John  Macoone,  whose  name  was  in  a 
list  of  inhabitants  of  Westerly  in  1669.  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  come  from  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland. 
He  had  five  children,  Isabel,  John,  Daniel,  Samuel 
and  William.  The  two  last  named  settled  at  what 
is  now  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  other  sons,  John  and  Daniel,  were 
the  ancestors  of  the  numerous  family — whether  the 
name  is  spelled  Macoone,  McCoon,  or  Coon — that 
have  resided  in  this  section  of  Rhode  Island.  Rev. 
Abram  Coon,  of  Hopkinton,  the  noted  Sabbatarian 
minister  and  evangelist,  likewise  his  son.  Rev.  Dan- 
iel Coon,  who  was  prominent  in  the  missionary 
and  revival  work  of  that  same  denomination,  and 
Elias  Coon,  the  great-grandfather  of  Charles  B. 
Coon,  were  undoubtedly  descendants  of  either  John 
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or  Daniel,  sons  of  the  original  John  IMacoone. 

Elias  Coon,  great-grandfather  of  Charles  B. 
Coon,  married  May  i,  1768,  Phebe  Ney,  and  their 
children  were:  Caleb,  born  July  25,  1769  (grand- 
father of  Charles  B.  Coon)  ; Elias,  Oct.  13,  1771 
(died  in  infancy)  ; Mary,  June  10,  i773;'Elias  (2), 
Nov.  23,  1775;  Thankful,  July  21,  1778;  Phebe, 
July  8,  1782;  Ruth,  May  6,  1784;  George,  May  19, 
1788.  The  father  of  this  family  lived  in  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  where  his  children  were  all  born. 

Caleb  Coon,  the  grandfather  of  Charles  B.  Coon, 
was  born  July  25,  1769,  was  a farmer,  and  resided 
in  the  section  of  Hopkinton  known  as  Coon’s  Hill. 
He  married  Dec.  14,  1800,  Dorcas  Barber,  the 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Nye)  Barber,  and 
their  children  were  as  follow's : Moses  B.,  father  of 
Charles  B.  Coon;  Elias,  who  followed  the  sea,  but 
returned  in  later  years  to  Hopkinton,  where  he  dfed, 
the  last  survivor  of  his  father’s  children ; Mary,  who 
married  a Mr.  Coon,  and  lived  and  died  in  Hopkin- 
ton ; Martha,  Mrs.  Saunders ; Phebe,  who  married 
Thompson  Larkin,  and  died  in  Hopkinton ; and  Wil- 
liam, who  married  a Miss  Foster  in  Hopkinton,  and 
later  removed  to  Illinois,  after  which  trace  of  him 
was  lost. 

Moses  B.  Coon,  the  father  of  Charles  B.  Coon, 
was  born  Feb.  9,  1801,  in  Hopkinton.  When  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith 
with  Thomas  Hoxie,  at  Carolina,  R.  I.,  which  trade 
he  followed  during  his  life.  He  was  married  Jan. 
12,  1823,  by  Rev.  Matthew  Stillman  to  Martha 
Boss,  of  Exeter,  R.  L,  born  May  8,  1803,  in  Rich- 
mond, the  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Susan  (Johnson) 
Boss.  Joshua  Boss  was  born  Aug.  15,  1771,  being 
one  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Peter  and  Hannah 
Boss.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  Moses  B.  Coon 
removed  to  the  village  of  Glasgo,  Conn.,  and  was 
employed  in  an  axe  factory,  conducted  by  a colored 
man  named  Glasgo,  in  that  village.  All  the  chil- 
dren of  Moses  Coon  except  the  eldest  daughter  were 
born  while  they  were  residing  there.  It  was  here 
the  mother  died  Sept.  25,  1829,  also  the  son  James 
Monroe.  Subsequently  Moses  Coon  returned  to 
Rhode  Island,  locating  near  Woodville,  and  carried 
on  his  trade  of  blacksmith.  His  death  occurred  in 
the  town  of  Richmond,  Jan.  20,  1840.  The  children 
of  Moses  B.  and  Martha  (Boss)  Coon  were  as  fol- 
lows : Ann  D.,  born  Sept.  7,  1823,  married  Horace 
Brightman,  and  resides  at  Brightman’s  Pond,  in 
the  town  of  Westerly ; she  has  one  daughter,  Jennie, 
now  Mrs.  Moses  Weeden.  James  Monroe,  born 
May  21,  1825,  died  when  a child  in  Glasgo,  Conn., 
and  was  buried  there  by  the  side  of  the  mother. 
Charles  Barber  was  born  April  16,  1827.  Elias, 
born  July  16,  1829,  died  April  27,  1853,  on  the 
passage  from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu,  and  was 
buried  at  sea. 

Charles  B.  Coon  was  born  in  the  little  village 
of  Glasgo,  Conn.,  April  16,  1827.  He  was  but  a 
child  when  his  father  removed  to  the  town  of  Hop- 
kinton, R.  I.,  and  it  was  in  that  town,  near  Wood- 


ville, that  his  early  boyhood  days  were  spent.  There, 
also  his  first  schooling  was  received,  in  what  was 
called  the  “Quaker  School.”  His  father  dying 
when  Charles  was  but  thirteen  years  old,  he  was 
practically  left  to  shift  for  himself.  At  that  time 
Abial  S.  and  Elijah  Keu^on,  brothers,  and  well- 
known  men,  were  woolen  manufacturers  at  what  is 
now  Kenyon,  R.  I.,  and  with  them  the  young  man 
went  to  learn  the  manufacturing  business.  He  was 
to  remain  with  them  until  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  was  to  receive  three  months’  schooling  each 
winter.  During  the  latter  period  of  this  arrange- 
ment he  was  allowed  to  substitute  a course  at  the 
Smithville  Academy,  now  Lapham  Institute,  for  a 
portion  of  his  other  school  opportunities,  which  he 
did,  and  with  beneficial  results.  He  had  applied 
himself  closely  to  his  work  in  the  mill,  and  before 
long  had  won  the  favor  of  his  employers.  What- 
ever duty  was  assigned  him,  he  performed  it  faith- 
fully, and  in  the  best  manner  he  could.  Being 
energetic  and  ambitious,  he  endeavored  to  make 
himself  valuable  in  his  work,  and  at  the  same  time 
learn  all  he  could.  In  1857  Mr.  Abial  S.  Kenyon 
retired  from  the  firm,  and  the  mills  became  the 
property  of  Elijah  Kenyon.  The  fidelity  and  ability 
shown  by  Mr.  Coon  were  appreciated,  and  re- 
warded by  promotion,  additional  responsibilities 
being  placed  before  him.  He  passed  through  vari- 
ous stages  of  advancement  until  made  superintend- 
ent, then  manager.  In  1863  he  was  taken  into  the 
business  as  a partner,  the  firm  then  becoming  Ken- 
yon & Coon.  This  partnership  was  continued  until 
1881,  and  was  marked  by  such  harmony  and  con- 
geniality as  seldom  characterizes  a business  partner- 
ship. In  the  latter  year,  and  after  about  forty  years 
of  identification  with  the  mills  (where  he  had  ad- 
vanced from  “a  boy”  to  an  owner),  Mr.  Coon  re- 
tired from  active  business.  Since  that  time  his  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  his  personal  affairs  and 
various  private  interests.  At  the  time  of  his  re- 
tirement from  active  business,  in  October,  1881, 
the  former  employees  of  Mr.  Coon  presented  him 
with  a handsome  gold  watch,  appropriately  in- 
scribed, as  a testimonial  of  their  great  regard  for 
him,  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 
This  timepiece  he  has  carried  ever  since. 

Since  1879  Mr.  Coon  has  been  a resident  of 
Westerly,  and  during  that  time  has  resided  at  No. 
4 Elm  street,  his  pleasant  home  occupying  one  of 
the  most  delightful  residence  locations  in  that  city. 
During  his  active  business  life  Mr.  Coon,  even 
though  giving  his  business  the  closest  attention, 
found  time  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  public 
affairs  of  his  town  of  Richmond,  which  he  repre- 
sented in  the  Upper  House  of  the  Rhode  Island 
General  Assembly  in  1877  and  1878.  He  served 
on  the  committee  on  Accounts  and  Education.  His 
impaired  hearing  caused  him  to  decline  re-election. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  Mr. 
Coon  has  been  one  of  the  stanch  supporters  in  State 
and  national  matters,  but  in  local  affairs,  he  looks 
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more  to  the  fitness  of  a candidate  than  to  his  politi- 
cal party.  He  was  a Whig  previous  to  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party.  When  a young  man 
he  was  prominent  in  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity. 
He  has  been  for  a number  of  years  a director  in 
the  Niantic  National  Bank  at  Westerly. 

As  a citizen  Charles  B.  Coon  is  of  the  type  that 
any  community  is  proud  to  claim,  and  likewise  one 
that  will  be  missed.  For  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  one  of  the  familiar  figures  on 
the  streets  of  Westerly,  where  almost  everybody 
knows  him.  His  extremely  pleasant  manner,  and 
his  noble,  upright  character,  have  won  for  him  the 
most  profound  respect  and  esteem.  Charles  B. 
Coon  is  as  nearly  a representative  of  the  conscienti- 
ous, straightforward  man  as  can  be  found  any- 
where. Regular  in  his  habits,  and  uniform  in  his 
practices  through  a long  life,  though  past  the 
eightieth  milestone  he  is  vigorous  in  mind  and  body. 
From  the  age  of  fourteen,  as  a result  of  scarlet 
fever,  he  has  suffered  from  impaired  hearing,  which 
defect  alone  is  responsible  for  his  comparative  in- 
activity in  public  affairs,  as  a man  of  his  character, 
judgment  and  reliability  could  expect  almost  any 
public  honor  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Content  to  retire  with  a comfortable  competence, 
when  many  years  of  business  life  were  before  him, 
he  has  been  able  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  industry 
and  thrift  in  former  years.  As  has  been  his  cus- 
tom for  a number  of  years,  he  spends  the  winter 
with  his  family  in  Florida. 

Air.  Coon  was  married  Aug.  20,  1857,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Newell  Gardiner,  of  South  Kingstown,  R. 
I.,  born  in  that  town  Dec.  19,  1839,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Alahala  (Briggs)  Gardiner.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Coon  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
reared  from  girlhood  Minnie  A.  Taylor,  a niece, 
born  Jan.  12,  1862,  at  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  the  daughter 
of  Job  T.  and  Abbie  (Gardiner)  Taylor.  Min- 
nie A.  Taylor  was  married  Nov.  6,  1902, 

to  George  A.  Champlin,  of  Westerly,  and 
resides  with  her  foster  parents  in  that  city. 
Fortunate  in  his  selection  of  a wife,  Mr.  Coon  has 
had  a helpmate  who  has  done  her  share  toward  the 
success  of  her  husband. 

Airs.  Coon  is  a member  of  Phebe  Greene  Ward 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  at  Westerly,  tracing  her  Revo- 
lutionary descent  as  follows ; She  is  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mahala  (Briggs)  Gardiner.  Henry 
Gardiner  was  a son  of  Oliver  and  Abbie  (Tefft) 
Gardiner.  Oliver  Gardiner  was  a son  of  Paris  and 
Elizabeth  (Smith)  Gardiner.  Paris  Gardiner 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  private,  adjutant 
and  captain.  In  1777  he  was  adjutant  of  Capt. 
Sand’s  Regiment;  from  1779  to  1784  he  was  cap- 
tain of  the  2d  Company  of  the  South  Kingstown 
Alilitia.  From  1780  to  1785  he  was  deputy  sheriff 
of  Washington  county,  R.  I.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  his  second  wife  drew  a captain’s  pension.  Paris 
Gardiner  was  born  July  28,  1743,  in  South  Kings- 
town, and  was  a son  of  Nathaniel  Gardiner,  son  of 


Benoni,  son  of  Joseph,  who  came  from  England 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Narragansett. 
This  Joseph  was  the  youngest  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gardiner,  Knight,  and  was  born  in  England  in  1601, 
and  died  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  in  1679. 

Henry  Gardiner,  father  of  Airs.  Charles  B. 
Coon,  was  a farmer,  and  taught  school  in  his 
younger  days.  He  lived  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  Alahala 
Briggs,  the  mother  of  all  of  his  children,  died  Nov, 
9,  1856.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  wedded  Oct. 
9,  1861,  was  Emily  T.  Tefft.  He  died  Alarch  17, 
1875.  His  children  were  as  follows  : (i)  Benjamin 
C.  was  station  agent  at  Pontiac,  R.  I.,  for  years ; he 
is  deceased.  (2)  Alary  A.  married  James  S. 
Champlin,  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  at  West 
Kingstown,  R.  I.  (3)  John  C.  was  an  engineer  on 
the  Stonington  division  of  the  old  Providence  & 
Stonington  Railroad,  and  is  now  deceased.  (4) 
William  Henry  was  a railroad  man  in  early  life, 
later  a farmer  in  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He  died  in 
Jamestown,  R.  L,  where  his  widow  resides.  (5) 
Abbie  T.  married  Job  I.  Taylor,  and  died  in  Asha* 
way,  R.  I.  She  was  the  mother  of  Alinnie  A.,  who 
became  the  foster  daughter  of  Charles  B.  Coon, 
and  is  now  Airs.  George  A.  Champlin,  of  Westerly. 
(6)  Jeremiah  B.  was  superintendent  of  the  Provi- 
dence & New  London  division  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad.  He  died  in  Provi- 
dence. (7)  Orrin  S.  is  in  the  employ  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railway  Co.,  at 
Providence  as  assistant  station  agent.  (8)  Eliza  A., 
married  George  A.  Taylor,  now  deceased,  and  she 
resides  in  Ashaway.  (9)  Alaria  C.  is  Airs.  A.  F. 
Kenyon,  of  Providence.  (10)  Harriet  N.  is  Mrs. 
Charles  B.  Coon,  (ii)  Alahala  B.  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  E.  Taber,  of  South  Kingstown.  Air.  Taber 
was  station  agent  for  forty  years  at  Kingston  on 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad. 

SPRAGUE  (Cranston  family).  The  Cranston 
branch  of  the  ancient  Alassachusetts-Rliode  Island 
family  of  Spragues  through  a long  period  of  years, 
was  foremost  in  the  promotion  and  development  of 
the  cotton  goods  industry  of  the  State.  In  the  .early 
Colonial  period,  as  in  the  latter  Commonwealth,  a 
number  were  foremost,  too,  in  public  affairs.  Hon. 
Jonathan  Sprague  was  for  many  years  a member 
of  the  Colonial  Assembly  from  Providence,  and  at 
one  time  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies ; and 
for  years  just  prior  to,  through  and  after  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth  century  the  branch  of  the  family 
under  consideration  was  conspicuous  in  the  State’s 
history.  Reference  is  made  especially  to  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Sprague,  manufacturer  and  statesman,  who 
was  Speaker  of  the  Rhode  Island  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,, member  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Congress,  governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  a United  States  senator;  and  to  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Sprague,  the  younger,  a nephew  of  the  elder 
Senator  Sprague,  who  likewise  was  a manufacturer. 
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governor,  United  States  senator,  and  as  well,  citi- 
zen-soldier, whose  gallantry  and  great  services  to 
his  country  in  the  early  stage  of  the  Civil  war  won 
him  a brigadier-general’s  commission.  This  latter, 
the  “war  governor”  of  Rhode  Island,  an  historic 
character,  is  yet  living,  surely  one  of  the  very  few, 
it  not  only  one,  of  the  historic  “war  governors” 
of  1861-1865. 

Three  generations  of  the  Cranston  Sprague 
family — William  Sprague,  his  sons.  Gov.  William 
and  Amasa,  and  the  latter’s  sons,  Amasa  and  Gov. 
William,  and  Byron,  son  of  the  first  Gov.  William, 
together  and  in  turn  founded  and  developed  one 
of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  of  the  cotton 
cloth  manufacturing  industries  of  its  day  in  the 
world.  Of  these  men  and  their  ancestry  this  article 
is  to  deal  briefly.  The  arrangement  of  the  genea- 
logy and  family  history  is  in  regular  order,  begin- 
ning with  the  first  American  ancestor. 

(I)  William  Sprague,  son  of  Edward  of  Up- 
way,  Devonshire,  England,  came  to  this  country  in 
1628,  settling  first  at  Salem. 

(II)  William  Sprague  (2)  married  in  1635, 
Millicent  Eames,  and  they  were  of  Hingham,  Mass. 
He  died  Oct.  26,  1675,  and  she  passed  away  Feb. 
8,  1696. 

(III)  William  Sprague  (3),  born  May  7,  1650, 
married  (second),  in  1709,  Mary  Tower,  born  Nov. 
3,  1672,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth.  Mr. 
Sprague  was  a resident  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  and 
Providence,  R.  I.  He  was  for  several  years  select- 
man before  coming  to  Providence.  He  was  made 
a freeman  of  Providence  in  1712.  He  died  Sept. 
26,  1723.  His  widow  died  after  1731. 

(IV)  Peter  Sprague,  born  Oct.  i,  1714,  mar- 
ried Hannah  and  they  resided  in  Cranston,  R.  I. 
He  died  May  4,  1790,  and  she  died  after  1790. 

(V)  William  Sprague  (4)  lived  in  Cranston, 
R.  L,  and  died  April  i,  1795.  His  wife  formerly 
was  Isabella  Waterman,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
(Clarke)  Waterman  and  a descendant  of  Richard 
Waterman,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  Providence,  R.  L, 
through  Nathaniel,  Nathaniel  (2),  and  John  Water- 
man. 

(VI)  William  Sprague  (5),  born  June  5,  1773, 
in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  married  Annie  Potter,  a direct 
descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  the  “apostle  of 
liberty,”  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  children  as 
follows : Amasa,  William,  Benoni,  Susan  and  Al- 
mira. Mrs.  Sprague  died  Feb.  12,  1828. 

Mr.  Sprague  early  in  life  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  cloths,  spinning  the  yarns  and 
giving  the  weaving  to  the  neighborhood  families. 
As  time  passed  he  became  engaged  in  calico  print- 
ing, having  introduced  the  art  into  this  country, 
and  he  himself  becoming  the  first  printer  of  calico 
in  Rhode  Island.  His  plant  was  located  in  the  town 
of  Cranston,  some  three  miles  from  the  city  of 
Providence.  As  time  sped  on,  having  trained  his 
sons  Amasa  and  William  in  the  business,  he  took 
them  into  the  concern  as  partners.  All  were  men 


of  fine  physique  and  large  stature.  The  father 
died  March  28,  1836.  In  an  obituary  published  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  William  Sprague  (5)  the 
following  appeared ; 

• 

We  have  today,  the  melancholy  task  of  recording 
the  death  of  William  Sprague  of  Cranston.  Few  men  in 
our  State,  if  any,  have  passed  off  the  stage  of  life,  who 
were  more  deservedly  esteemed,  or  whose  exit  was  more 
generally  regretted.  Mr.  Sprague  was  a man,  who,  though 
plain  and  simple  in  his  manners,  was  courteous,  affable  and 
conciliating ; and  for  honest  integrity  and  uprightness  in 
his  dealings,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  was  univers- 
ally known  and  respected.  From  an  humble  sphere,  he 
had  raised  himself  to  a state  of  affluence  by  his  own  in- 
dustry and  enterprise;  and,  while  he  accumulated  wealth 
for  himself,  his  course  was  marked  by  a degree  of  liber- 
ality, which  rendered  him  a public  and  private  benefactor. 
He  was  a man  of  strong  and  powerful  mind,  and  his  prin- 
ciples, based  on  his  conviction  of  right,  were  maintained, 
and  carried  out  in  practice,  with  exactitude  and  unwaver- 
ing constancy.  Mr.  Sprague  was  a Republican  of  the  old 
school : and  though  for  a time,  acting  with  the  National 
Republican  party,  soon  discovered  the  fallacy  of  their 
pretensions  and  reunited  himself  to  those  with  whom  his 
early  political  associations  had  been  formed.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  first  and  original  anti-Masons  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and  to  his  untiring  exertions  they  owe  much  of  what  they 
have  gained  in  numbers  and  influence.  Mr.  Sprague  was 
a candidate  both  of  the  Democratic  and  Anti-Masonic 
parties  for  First  Senator  in  our  General  Assembly  at  the 
approaching  election ; and,  had  he  lived  would  probably 
have  received  a large  majority  of  votes  from  the  freemen 
of  the  State.  But  he  has  gone,  and  left  a void  not  easily 
filled,  in  the  sphere  he  occupied ; and,  while  we  sincerely 
condole  with  his  bereaved  family  for  the  heavy  and  irre- 
parable loss  they  have  sustained,  we  deplore  the  event 
as  a severe  loss  to  the  Democracy  and  people  of  the 
State. 

(VH)  Amasa  and  William  Sprague,  sons  of 
William  and  Annie  (Potter)  Sprague,  born  re- 
spectively, April  10,  1798,  and  Nov.  3,  1799,.  in 
the  town  of  Cranston,  after  receiving  a good  educa- 
tion passed  from  the  school  room  to  their  father’s 
mills,  where  they  acquired  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  business  of  manufacturing  cotton  cloth  and 
printing  calicoes.  Both  in  time  were  admitted  as 
partners,  and  in  1836,  on  their  father’s  death, 
assumed  the  style  of  A.  & W.  Sprague.  Their 
properties  in  Warwick  and  Coventry,  as  well  as  in 
Cranston,  became  very  extensive,  and  they  came  to 
be  the  most  extensive  manufacturers  of  cotton 
goods  in  the  world. 

Amasa  Sprague  studied  the  nature  of  chemicals 
and  dyes,  and  the  mixing  of  colors  and  inaugurated 
the  great  advance  on  the  “Indigo  blue,”  the  early 
product  of  the  old  mills.  He  was  also  a successful 
merchant,  and  gave,  too,  considerable  time  to  his 
lands,  while  William  gave  attention  to  the  depart- 
ment of  machinery.  They  built  new  mills  and 
greatly  extended  the  business,  using  all  the  water 
power  at  Natick,  Arctic  and  Quidnick.  The  mills 
were  of  brick  or  stone,  many  stories  high  and  the 
dwelling  houses  around  them  formed  notable  vil- 
lages. 

As  early  as  1832  William  Sprague  entered  public 
life  as  a representative  of  Cranston  in  the  General 
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Assembly,  and  from  1832  to  1835  he  was  Speaker 
of  the  House.  In  1835  he  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Democrats, 
and  served  from  Dec.  7th  until  March  3,  1837, 
when  he  declined  a renomination.  He  wa?  then 
elected  Governor  of  the  State.  In  1842  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  to  succeed  Hon. 
Nathan  F.  Dixon,  and  served  from  Feb.  18,  1842, 
until  Jan.  17,  1844,  when  he  resigned,  the  death  of 
his  brother  throwing  the  whole  weight  of  their  vast 
business  upon  his  shoulders.  He  was  chosen  Presi- 
dential elector  in  1848  on  the  Taylor  and  Fillmore 
ticket.  He  was  president  of  two  banks,  and  of  the 
Hartford,  Providence  & Fishkill  Railroad. 

Governor  Sprague  was  married  Dec.  23,  1821, 
to  Mary  Waterman,  of  Warwick.  R.  I.,  born  Nov. 
12,  1801,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1885.  They  had  a 
daughter,  Susan,  born  Sept.  26,  1822 ; and  a son, 
Byron,  born  Sept.  5,  1824,  who  with  his  cousins 
Amasa  and  William,  continued  the  firm  of  A.  & W. 
Sprague.  Governor  Sprague  died  in  Providence 
Oct.  19,  1856. 

Amasa  Sprague,  brother  of  Governor  William, 
married  Fannie  Morgan,  of  Groton,  Gonn.,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Amasa  (2),  born  Dec.  19,  1828;  William,  the  War 
Governor,  later  United  States  Senator,  member  of 
the  firm  of  A.  & W.  Sprague,  but  now  living  retired 
at  Narragansett  Pier ; Almira,  who  married  Hon. 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  for  many  years  mayor  of  Provi- 
dence; and  Mary  Anna,  who  married  (first)  John 
E.  Nichols,  and  (second)  Frank  W.  Latham,  and 
died  in  Groton,  Conn.  Amasa  Sprague  resided  in 
Johnston,  and  it  was  believed  that  his  opposition 
to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  vicinity 
of  one  of  the  factories  of  the  firm  provoked  the 
madness  of  a liquor  dealer  who  planned  his  death. 
He  was  murdered  on  Dec.  31,  1843,  then  being 
in  the  forty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

(VIII)  Susan  Sprague,  born  Sept.  26,  1822, 
daughter  of  Gov.  William  Sprague,  was  married 
Nov.  29,  1843,  to  Edwin  Hoyt,  a commission  broker 
in  cotton  goods,  and  resided  in  New  York,  where 
she  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years;  she  left 
four  children,  as  follows : Sarah,  born  Oct.  24, 
1844,  married  Bowers  Lee,  and  died  in  New  York, 
leaving  two  daughters,  Alice  and  Marion ; Susan 
S.,  born  Oct.  19,  1845,  married  Charles  G.  Franck- 
lyn,  a native  of  England,  and  nephew  of  Sir  Edward 
Cunard,  and  they  reside  in  New  York,  the  parents 
of  four  children : Charles  Gilbert,  Doris,  and  two 
that  died  in  infancy ; William  S.,  born  Jan.  2,  1847, 
married  Janette  Chase,  and  died  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, Janet,  Beatrice,  Francklyn,  and  Edwin;  and 
Edwin,  born  July  16,  1849,  is  unmarried  and  resides 
at  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts. 

(VIII)  Byron  Sprague,  born  Sept.  5,  1824, 
only  son  of  Governor  William,  as  stated,  with  his 
cousins,  Amasa  and  William,  continued  the  busi- 
ness of  A.  & W.  Sprague.  He  inherited  large  prop- 
erty, and  besides  taking  up  his  father’s  place  in  the 


firm,  the  chief  management  of  business  being  left 
to  his  cousins,  he  became  a large  dealer  in  real  es- 
tate, and  made  extensive  improvements  in  the  noted 
property  at  Rocky  Point,  in  the  town  of  Warwick, 
in  the  calico  works  his  attention  was  chiefly  given 
to  machinery.  Mr.  Sprague  retired  in  the  fall  of 
1862,  from  the  firm  of  A.  & W.*  Sprague,  and  as 
might  be  inferred,  with  an  ample  fortune.  He  there- 
after engaged  in  no  special  pursuit  beyond  the 
prosecution  of  the  varied  interests  in  which  his 
capital  was  invested,  and  this  contributed  more  to 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  community,  perhaps,  than 
if  his  energies  had  been  directed  toward  a single 
purpose.  Few  men  of  Providence  of  his  time  were 
more  widely  known.  He  was  president  of  a num- 
ber of  manufacturing  establishments,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors  in  many  others,  and 
was  pecuniarily  interested  in  numerous  industrial 
and  commercial  enterprises  in  which  his  name  did 
not  appear  in  the  management. 

Mr.  Sprague  possessed  the  Sprague  family  en- 
ergy and  grasp  of  purpose.  He  was  not  content 
with  the  slow  progress  which  satisfies  most  men, 
but  was  restless  to  bring  the  weight  of  capital  and 
resources  to  the  instant  development  of  every  enter- 
prise to  which  he  lent  his  hand.  He  had  a warm 
heart  and  generous  impulses — a heart  which  was 
prompt  to  sympathize  with  others  and  a nature 
which  was  readily  susceptible  of  the  influences  of 
social  friendship.  His  death  occurred  at  Rocky 
Point,  his  summer  residence,  July  31,  1866. 

On  Oct.  I,  1849,  Sprague  was  married  to 
Harriet,  born  Dec.  18,  1828,  daughter  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam and  Harriet  (Pearson)  Comstock,  and  their 
children  were:  (i)  Mary  Waterman,  born  July 
24,  1850,  died  Oct.  21,  i860.  (2)  Annie  Potter, 

born  Aug.  3,  1852,  married  Feb.  20,  1873,  Col. 
Arthur  H.  Watson,  and  died  in  Providence,  Feb. 
22,  1904,  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows : 
Harriet  Sprague,  born  Jan.  25,  1874,  married,  Jan. 
3,  1899,  John  B.  Lewis,  and  they  have  two  children, 
John  B.,  Jr.  (born  Jan.  29,  1900)  and  Arthur  H. 
(born  May  18,  1904)  ; Byron  Sprague,  born  May 
26,  1876,  married  Oct.  31,  1899,  Isabel  Loomis, 
and  they  have  Isabel  (born  Dec.  9,  1903)  and  Annie 
Potter  Sprague  (Nov.  30,  1905)  ; Mary  Dockray, 
born  Nov.  20,  1880,  married  April  26,  1905,  M. 
Freeman  Cocroft;  and  Annie  Hamilton,  born  Dec. 
16,  1887.  (3)  Harriet  Byron,  born  Sept.  20,  1855, 

was  married,  Nov.  12,  1873,  O Amasa  Sprague  (2), 
son  of  Amasa  and  Fannie  (Morgan)  Sprague,  and 
a member  of  the  firm  of  A.  & W.  Sprague : he  re- 
sided at  Cowesett,  town  of  Warwick,  and  there 
died  in  August,  1902,  leaving  his  widow  and  one 
son,  Amasa,  born  April  24,  1875,  and  married,  on 
Oct.  18,  1900,  to  Ethel  Tyler.  (4)  William  Com- 
stock, born  Oct.  26,  1857,  died  July  28,  i860.  (5) 

Florence,  born  Jan.  6,  i860,  was  married  Jan.  16, 
1890,  to  Lionel  L.  Norman,  a native  of  England, 
and  they  reside  at  Brookline,  Mass.  They  have  one 
son,  Lionel  Aubrey,  born  Oct.  8,  1891.  (6)  Wil- 
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Ham  Frederick,  born  May  25,  1862,  is  a large 
ranch  owner,  and  resides  at  Hidalgo,  Texas.  He 
was  married  Feb.  26,  1900,  to  Florence  Kennedy,  of 
Brownsville,  Texas,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Harriet  Anna,  born  Nov.  24,  1905. 

Mrs.  Harriet  (Comstock)  Sprague,  widow  of 
Byron  Sprague  resides  at  No.  234  Bowen  street. 
Providence,  a lady  very  active  and  well  preserved 
for  her  years. 

(VHI)  Amasa  Sprague  (2),  son  of  Amasa 
and  Fannie  (Morgan)  Sprague,  born  Dec.  19, 
1828,  in  the  old  Sprague  homestead  in  the  village 
of  Cranston,  R.  L,  married  (first)  Mary  Warbur- 
ton,  and  (second)  on  Nov.  12,  1873,  Miss  Har- 
riet Byron  Sprague,  born  Sept.  30,  1855,  grand- 
daughter of  the  first  Senator  and  Governor  Wil- 
liam Sprague,  and  daughter  of  Byron  and  Harriet 
(Comstock)  Sprague. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Sprague  was  re- 
ceived in  the  schools  of  Cranston  and  in  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy.  This  was  supplemented  by 
a course  of  study  in  a private  school  at  Tarrytown, 
N.  Y.  He  entered  upon  his  business  career  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions,  with  all  that  wealth 
and  family  prestige  implied.  He  became  identified 
with  the  great  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
Spragues  as  outlined  in  the  foregoing  and  the  sketch 
of  his  brother,  the  second  Senator  and  Governor 
William  Sprague,  and  so  well  did  he  sustain  the 
family  reputation  both  as  a business  man  and  public 
servant  that  at  the  time  of  his  death,  said  one  of 
tne  local  papers:  “With  the  death  of  Amasa 
Sprague  there  passes  from  our  midst  one  of  the 
greatest  cotton  manufacturers  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
the  Pawtuxet  Valley  owes  to  him  and  his  family 
almost  everything  for  its  existence,  and  many  of  its 
residents  will  recall  the  time  he  was  its  most  influ- 
ential citizen.” 

After  the  death  of  the  father  of  Amasa,  in  1843, 
and  his  uncle,  in  1856,  the  responsibilities  of  the 
great  business  of  the  Spragues  fell  in  earnest  upon 
the  younger  generation.  The  new  firm  of  A.  & W. 
Sprague  was  formed  in  1856.  The  firm  completed 
the  mill  at  Baltic,  begun  by  William  Sprague, 
and  equipped  it  with  the  finest  machinery  of  the 
day.  During  the  Civil  war  the  business  of  the 
firm  was  enormously  increased  and  no  firm  in  the 
country  excelled  that  of  the  Spragues.  It  is  said 
that  the  output  of  the  Sprague  mills  for  one  year  in 
the  early  seventies  was  greater  in  their  line  than  that 
of  all  the  other  factories  of  the  United  States  com- 
bined, and  that  the  profits  were  approximately  $20- 
000,000.  At  that  time  the  firm  was  running  nine 
mammoth  mills,  capable  of  weaving  800,000  yards 
of  cloth  and  producing  1,400,000  yards  of  calico  a 
week.  This  firm  enjoyed  uninterrupted  prosperity 
until  1873,  when  their  interests  being  seriously 
affected  by  the  general  monetary  reaction  of  that 
year  the  immense  estate  and  firm  passed  into  the 
hands  of  a trustee. 

During  the  Civil  war  Col.  Sprague  was  a mem- 
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her  of  his  brother’s  staff  with  the  title  of  colonel. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Cranston  in  the  State 
Assembly  in  1864-65  and  in  1884-85  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  from  the  town  of  Warwick.  He 
built  at  Cowesett  in  the  latter  town  in  the  early 
seventies  what  was  known  as  his  new  residence, 
which  was  then  considered  a model  of  architectural 
beauty;  and  in  1888  he  built  the  residence  at  Co- 
wesett in  which  he  died.  The  latter  crowns  a hill 
commanding  a magnificent  view  overlooking  the 
waters  of  Narragansett  Bay.  After  his  removal 
to  Cowesett  Col.  Sprague  became  highway  com- 
missioner, a position  he  held  for  many  years.  In 
1889  he  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Kent  county,  a 
relation  he  sustained  to  the  public  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Col.  Sprague  was  the  founder  of  the  street 
railway  of  Providence  and  the  first  president  of  the 
Union  Company.  He  was  a lover  of  fast  horses, 
and  the  Sprague  stables  contained  the  finest  equine 
stock  to  be  found  anywhere.  Col.  Sprague  was  the 
founder  of  the  Narragansett  Trotting  Park. 

To  the  marriage  of  Col.  Sprague  and  Mary 
Warburton  was  born  a daughter  who  married  Mr. 
Frank  E.  Carpenter,  a wholesale  lumber  dealer  of 
Providence ; and  to  the  Colonel’s  marriage  to  Miss 
Harriet  Byron  Sprague,  came  one  child,  a son,  the 
present  Amasa  Sprague,  of  Cowesett,  this  State, 
who  was  born  April  24,  1875,  and  married  Oct.  18, 
1900,  to  Ethel  Tyler. 

Col.  Sprague  died  Aug.  4,  1902,  at  his  home  at 
Cowesett,  Warwick,  Rhode  Island. 

ORMSBEE  OR  ORMSBY  (Providence  fam- 
ily). Eor  approximately  two  hundred  and  sixty 
years  the  name  Ormsbee  (ancient  spelling  Ormsby) 
has  been  a New  England  one,  and  for  only  a little 
less  than  that  period  a continuous  one  in  the  old 
town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  in  the  region  of 
country  thereabouts,  including  the  town  of  Warren, 
R.  I.,  and  as  well  the  city  of  Providence,  where  it  is 
of  not  so  long  standing.  Through  the  latter  half 
of  the  century  but  recently  closed,  of  the  Providence 
branch  of  the  Massachusetts  Ormsbees  one  who  is 
worthy  of  special  notice  was  the  late  John  H.  Orms- 
bee, one  of  the  well  known  business  men  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Providence,  and  whose  family 
is  yet  represented  there. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Massachusetts  family  al- 
luded to  in  the  foregoing,  was  Richard  Ormsby, 
two  of  whose  sons,  John  and  Thomas,  were  among 
the  early  proprietors  and  residents  of  Rehoboth. 
The  details  of  the  lives  of  these  men  and  their  fam- 
ilies so  far  as  known,  with  some  later  family  history 
and  genealogy  are  set  forth  in  the  following. 

(I)  Richard  Ormsby  (or  Ormsbee)  was  of 
Saco,  1641,  of  Salisbury,  1645-48,  1652,  1656,  1658- 
60,  designated  as  “planter” ; was  of  Haverhill  1649, 
1653  and  1662 ; and  of  Rehoboth  in  1663,  when  he 
sold  land  to  Robert  Pike.  He  died  in  Rehoboth, 
Mass. ; inventory  of  estate  July  3,  1664.  His  chil- 
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dren  were;  John,  born  about  1641,  probably  in 
Saco;  Thomas,  born  Nov.  ii,  1645  ; and  Jacob,  born 
March  6,  1647-48. 

(II)  John  Ormsby.  son  of  Richard,  born  about 
1641,  married,  Jan.  5>  1664,  Grace  Martin,  daughter 
of  Richard  Martin,  of  Rehoboth.  Mr.  Ormsby 
was  a proprietor  in  Rehoboth  in  1668.  He  was  one 
of  Capt.  Gallup’s  Company,  1690,  in  Phips’s  expedi- 
tion against  Quebec.  Will,  Bristol  county,  Oct.  3i> 
1717.  His  children  were:  Sarah,  born  Sept.  I4> 
1665;  John,  April  12,  1667;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  3,  1668; 
Grace,  Nov.  27,  1669;  Mary,  Oct.  22,  1671 ; Joshua, 
Dec.  9,  1672;  Elizabeth  (2),  Nov.  27,  1674;  Mary 
(2),  April  4,  1677;  Jonathan,  Aug.  20,  1678; 

Martha,  May  7,  1680;  Jacob,  March  16,  1682;  and 
Joseph,  July  8,  1684. 

(II)  Thomas  Ormsby,  son  of  Richard,  born  m 
1645,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Fitch,  and 
they  were  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a pro- 
prietor in  1668.  Will,  Bristol  county,  March  23, 
Dec.  10,  1716.  Their  children  were:  Thomas; 
Mary;  Jeremiah,  born  Nov.  25,  1672;  Hannah,  born 
Sept.  23,  1678;  Jacob,  born  Sept.  13,  1680;  Bethia, 
born  April  15,  1682;  Esther,  born  May  2,  1684; 
Ezra,  born  Aug.  15,  1686;  and  Daniel,  born  March 
2,  1690.  Of  these  the  births  of  all  excepting  the 
first  three  are  of  Rehoboth  town  record. 

(HI)  Capt.  Daniel  Ormsbee,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Fitch),  born  March  2,  1690,  married 
Ruth,  and  their  children  of  Rehoboth  town  record 
were:  Sebell,  born  July  i,  1718;  Christopher,  Oct. 
5,  1720;  Daniel,  Sept.  12,  1723;  Abraham,  Jan.  26, 
1725;  Ruth,  Oct.  8,  1727!  William,  May  4,  1729  > 
and  Mary,  Feb.  22,  1731.  . 

(IV)  Daniel  Ormsbee  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Daniel 

and  Ruth,  born  Sept.  12,  1723,  married,  Oct.  25, 
1744,  Keziah  Cummings,  and  their  children  of 
Rehoboth  town  record  were : Shubael,  born  July 
26,  1745;  Daniel,  March  6,  1746-47;  Christopher, 
Feb.  7,  1748-49;  Keziah,  Jan.  26,  1750-51;  Caleb, 
Oct.  15,  1752;  John,  Jan.  25,  1755;  Josiah,  July  28, 
1757;  and  Joseph,  July  5,  1759.  ^ ^ . , 

(V)  Joseph  Ormsbee,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  and 
Keziah  (Cummings),  born  July  5,  I759>  married 
Aug.  4,  1780,  Elizabeth  Barbour,  and  their  children 
were:  Joseph,  Rachel,  Daniel,  Sarah,  Edward, 
Elizabeth  Barbour,  Mary,  and  Josiah  H. 

(VI)  Josiah  H.  Ormsbee,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Barbour),  born  June  29,  1804,  married 
Oct.  II,  1826,  Julia  A.  B.  Warner,  born^  Sept.  3> 
1801.  Mr.  Ormsbee  died  Jan.  20,  1883,  in  Provi- 
dence, aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  Mrs.  Ormsbee 
passed  away  in  that  same  city  July  14,  1885,  aged 
eighty-three  years.  Their  children  were:  John 
Henry,  born  Feb.  24,  1828;  Edward  Draper,  Aug. 
26  (or  20),  1829,  (died  March  16,  1833);  Allen 
Brown,  Nov.  19,  1831  (died  April  24,  1833)  ; Julia, 
Oct.  19,  1833  (died  April  3,  1835)  ; Elizabeth  Bar- 
bour, July  3,  1836  (died  July  20,  1847). 

(VH)  John  H.  Ormsbee,  late  of  Provi- 
dence, alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  son  of  Josiah 


H.  and  Julia  A.  B.  (Warner)  Ormsbee,  was  born  in  ; 
Providence,  Feb.  24,  1828.  As  a boy  he  attended  j 
the  public  school  in  his  native  city  and  the  Univer-  ! 
sity  Grammar  School,  which  at  that  time  was  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  College  and  Prospect  streets,, 
and  was  conducted  by  Lyon  & Frieze.  Soon  after  i 
leaving  school  he  began  his  business  career  as  a i 
clerk  in  a dry  goods  house,  remaining  so  occupied 
until  1852.  In  this  year  he  began  business  for  him- 
self, engaging  in  the  retail  coal  business,  his  location 
being  on  South  Main  street.  A man  of  good  judg-  I 
ment  and  business  ability,  possessed  of  industrious 
habits,  as  the  years  passed  his  business  grew,  and, 
as  he  advanced  in  knowledge  and  experience,  he  * 
extended  his  business,  becoming  a wholesale  dealer  1 
and  changed  his  location  to  No.  7 Market  Square,  i 
At  the  new  location  he  dealt  chiefly  by  buying  and  j 
selling  coal  in  large  quantities  by  the  barge.  Not  ! 
far  from  1880  he  began  officing  in  the  Providence  ' 
Board  of  Trade  Building.  ; 

The  career  of  Mr.  Ormsbee  as  a coal  merchant  1 
covered  a period  in  round  numbers  of  fifty  years,  i 
during  which  time  he  became  well  known  in  busi-  . 
ness  circles  and  made  for  himself  a reputation  for 
honesty  and  honorable  dealing  of  which  any  man 
might  be  proud.  He  was  not  only  well  known  in 
his  home  city,  but  in  Boston,  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia through  his  extensive  business  transactions. 
He  was  successful  in  his  undertakings,  accumulat- 
ing a competence. 

Mr.  Ormsbee  was  a man  of  simple  tastes  and  of 
quiet  manner,  in  no  sense  a public  man,  nor  one  of  | 
club  or  fraternity  tastes.  For  many  years  prior  to  , 
his  death  he  had  been  a useful  member  of  St.  Ste-  ; 
phen’s  Episcopal  Church,  had  served  as  vestryman  1 
and  treasurer  from  1881  until  his  death.  He  was  ! 
a member  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade.  Mr. 
Ormsbee  died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  Nov.  19, 
1902,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

On  Aug.  2,  i860,  Mr.  Ormsbee  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Rhoda  Steere  Allen,  daughter  of 
William  Peck  and  Almira  (Peck)  Allen,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Deacon  Isaac  Peck,  all  of  Providence. 
To  this  marriage  was  born  one  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Barbour,  who  married  Norman  Morrison  Isham,  1 
son  of  Henry  and  Frances  E.  (Smythe)  Isham,  1 
architect.  | 

L-HON.  JOHN  H.  CROSBY,  deceased.  The  ' 
Crosby  family  has  a continuous  record  in  Newport 
from  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  first 
recorded  ancestors  there  of  the  branch  represented 
by  the  late  Hon.  John  H.  Crosby  being  his  grand-  j 
parents,  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Crosby.  There  is  1 
also  a record  there  of  a certain  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Basill)  Crosby,  the  date  of  which  is  blank,  but 
which  is  evidently  earlier,  circumstances  indicating 
that  it  was  about  1760.  The  family  tradition  of  the 
Newport  Crosbys  is  that  they  descend  from  the 
Cape  Cod  branch  of  the  New  England  family,  the 
immigrant  ancestor  being  Simon. 
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(I)  Simon  Crosby,  born  in  England;  came  to 
America  in  1634  in  the  ship  “Susan  and  Ellen,”  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  Ann  and  son  Thomas, 
the  latter  an  infant  of  only  eight  weeks.  Simon 
Crosby  was  then  twenty-six  years  of  age,  his  wife 
a year  younger.  The  family  resided  for  a time  in 
Cambridge,  at  the  corner  of  Brattle  street  and  Brat- 
tle Square. 

(II)  Rev.  Thomas  Crosby  was  born  in  England 
in  1634.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  1653,  and  two  years  later  became  minister  at 
Eastham,  Mass.,  on  Cape  Cod,  continuing  to  serve 
that  church  till  1670.  He  died  in  Boston,  June  13, 
1702,  leaving  a widow,  Sarah,  and  the  following 
children:  Thomas,  born  April  7,  1663,  who  died 
in  Eastham,  1731 ; Simon,  July  5,  1665,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Nickerson,  and  died  in  1718;  Sarah, 
March  24,  1667,  who  married  Silas  Sears,  Jr.;  Jo- 
seph, Jan.  27,  1669,  who  married  Mehitable  Miller; 
John,  1671,  who  settled  in  Harwich  and  had  six  chil- 
dren by  his  wife  Hannah ; a child,  twin  to  John,  who 
died;  William,  March,  1673,  who  married  Mrs. 
Mercy  Hinckley;  Ebenezer,  March,  1675;  Anne, 
Mercy  and  Increase,  April  15,  1678,  and  Eleazer, 
March  30,  1680,  who  married  Oct.  24,  1706,  Pa- 
tience Freeman. 

(II)  Simon  Crosby,  another  son  of  the  immi- 
grant settler,  removed  to  Billerica  and  was  the  first 
innkeeper  of  that  place.  He  was  a representative 
to  the  General  Court  from  1691  to  1698.  One  of 
his  sons,  Joseph,  settled  in  Braintree,  Mass.  An- 
other, Samuel,  married  Dorothy  Brown,  and  lo- 
cated in  Shrewsbury,  Mass.  He  became  the  father 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Crosby,  and  the  progenitor  of  a 
branch  in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  Still 
another  son,  Elisha,  married  Tabitha  Harrington, 
of  Worcester,  removed  to  Petersham  and  finally  to 
Lyme,  Connecticut. 

(II)  Through  Josiah  Crosby,  son  of  the  first 
Simon,  came  a very  distinguished  branch  of  the 
Crosbys,  through  his  son  Josiah  (2),  who  is  said 
by  tradition  to  have  been  killed  by  the  Indians. 
His  son,  Josiah  (3),  was  in  military  service  on  the 
Connecticut  river  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his 
life  from  an  ambuscade  in  which  French,  Frost  and 
Richardson,  from  Billerica,  were  killed,  and  Osgood 
taken  prisoner.  This  Josiah  married  and  settled 
in  Monson,  Mass.,  in  the  part  that  is  now  Milford, 
N.  H.  He  was  a millwright  by  trade  and  was  in- 
fluential in  his  town.  During  the  Revolution  he 
was  a captain  in  Colonel  Reed’s  regiment,  was  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  had  four  sons  in  the 
war.  He  was  survived  by  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
married.  There  were  eighty-five  grandchildren, 
and  the  descendants  of  these  have  included  many 
men  of  prominence,  several  being  eminent  physi- 
cians, while  one,  Alpheus,  was  professor  of  Greek 
in  Dartmouth  College  and  author  of  Crosby’s  Greek 
grammar. 

Thomas  Crosby,  of  Newport,  referred  to  above 
as  grandfather  of  Hon.  John  H.  Crosby,  was  sur- 


vived by  his  wife,  Rebecca,  and  the  notice  of  her 
death  was  given  in  a newspaper  dated  Aug.  28, 
1819,  she  being  then  forty-five  years  of  age. 

John  Hookey  Crosby  was  born  Aug.  ii,  1800,  in 
Newport,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life  and  died 
Sept.  23,  1891.  A stone  cutter  and  mason  by  trade, 
he  followed  that  calling  till  almost  the  very  end, 
for  he  was  a large,  strong  man,  over  six  feet  in 
height,  and  possessed  a rugged  constitution  which 
insured  him  remarkably  good  health  all  through 
his  long  life.  An  old-school  Democrat,  he  had  no 
desire  for  public  life,  but  gave  his  loyal  support  to 
his  party  at  the  polls.  He  married  June  22,  1825, 
Virtue  C.  Hubbard,  of  Providence,  daughter  of 
John  Hubbard,  and  they  had  a family  of  eight 
children,  viz.:  Julia  Ann,  born  Sept,  ii,  1827,  now 
residing  in  Newport,  the  widow  of  Gideon  Anthony, 
a farmer  in  Middletown,  R.  I. ; Thomas,  March  9, 
1829;  Amelia,  Dec.  31,  1831,  who  died  young; 
Laura  Amelia,  Sept.  15,  1833,  who  married  Mirlo.cl 
Eddy,  in  the  express  business  in  Nevpoit;  John 
Hookey,  Jr.;  Amanda  M.,  Dec.  15,  1837,  deceased 
wife  of  Flarwood  E.  Reed,  of  Newport;  Albert  G., 
Aug.  10,  1842,  formerly  the  manager  of  a restau- 
rant at  Easton’s  Beach  now  a wood-turner  in  New- 
port ; and  Mary  C.,  Sept.  16,  1845,  who  died  April 
15,  1901,  unmarried. 

Hon.  John  H.  Crosby,  so  long  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  business,  pplitical  and  society  inter- 
ests of  Newport,  gave  many  years  of  most  efficient 
service  to  the  city  of  Newport,  and  possessed  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  an  unusual  de- 
gree. As  a boy  he  had  no  special  advantages,  as 
he  attended  only  the  public  schools  of  Newport 
and  then  began  to  learn  a trade.  Having  chosen 
cabinet-making,  he  followed  that  for  some  years, 
but  was  still  young  when  he  gave  that  up  and  opened 
a grocery  and  provision  store  at  the  corner  of 
Bellevue  avenue  and  Levin  street,  where  he  re- 
mained continuously  for  forty  years.  In  1901  he 
retired,  but  so  diverse  were  his  other  interests  that 
he  was  by  no  means  a man  of  leisure.  For  many 
years  a director  of  the  Union  National  Bank,  in 
December,  1902,  he  succeeded  the  late  Robert  S. 
Barker,  as  president  of  that  institution,  holding  that 
position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  succeeded 
Mr.  Barker  as  chairman  of  the  trustees  of  Long 
Wharf.  A member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Associa- 
tion, he  was  a vice-president  at  the  time  of  its  dis- 
solution. 

Mr.  Crosby  always  took  a lively  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  had  been  elected  by  the  people  of 
Newport  to  many  offices  of  trust.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  common  council  in  1887,  and  a member 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  from  1879  to  1883,  and 
again  in  1892 ; was  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  1877-78,  in  1893-94,  and  from  May, 
1899,  to  January,  1903,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate.  He  was  elected  for  a second  term, 
and  four  months  previous  to  his  death  was  chosen 
for  his  third  consecutive  year  in  that  body.  Illness, 
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however,  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  qualify,  and 
his  seat  was  unoccupied  till  his  successor  was  cho- 
sen, after  Senator  Crosby’s  demise.  While  in  the 
Senate  he  was  a member  of  the  committees  on  Spe- 
cial Legislation  and  on  Pardons,  and  in  the  latter 
he  did  much  to  secure  the  welfare  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  State  institutions.  In  other  capacities  also 
Mr.  Crosby  had  served  Newport  well,  having  been 
for  several  years  a member  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners for  the  Newport  Asylum  when  it  was 
located  on  Coaster’s  Harbor  Island,  while  from 
1884  to  1892  he  was  on  the  board  of  overseers  of 
the  poor  and  the  board  of  overseers  for  the  City 
Asylum,  on  each  acting  as  chairman  for  several 
years. 

In  Rhode  Island  fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Crosby 
was  equally  prominent.  A member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he' was 
treasurer  several  years,  he  also  belonged  to  other 
Masonic  bodies,  including  Newport  Chapter,  R.  A. 
]M.,  Washington  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  Palestine 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  likewise  influential 
in  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  1.  O.  O.  h.,  having 
been  its  noble  grand  and  for  seventeen  years  treas- 
urer of  the  lodge.  He  was  one  of  the  committee 
which  erected  the  present  home  of  the  lodge  on 
Washington  Square  and  a member  of  Aquidneck 
Encampment  and  Esther  Rebekah  Lodge.  His 
name  was  also  on  the  rolls  of  Coronet  Council,  No. 
63,  Royal  Arcanum,  in  which  he  was  a member 
from  its  early  days  till  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  domestic  life  of  Senator  Crosby  was  a hap- 
py-one.  United  Jan.  i,  1866,  to  Miss  Emily  Gifford, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Sarah  C.  (Sisson)  Gif- 
ford, of  Newport,  they  reared  a family  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  survive  their  father.  Benja- 
min Tilley,  the  eldest,  was  a clerk  in  his  father’s 
store,  but  lived  only  till  the  age  of  twenty-three. 
Anna  G.,  is  at  home.  Herbert  was  for  several 
years  engaged  in  oil  prospecting  in  New  Mexico, 
but  returned  home  after  his  father’s  death. 

Senator  Crosby  passed  from  this  world  Feb. 
19,  1905,  after  an  illness  of  several  months.  In  De- 
cember, 1904,  while  in  Portsmouth,  he  was  seized 
with  a severe  hemorrhage,  and  it  was  several  days 
before  he  could  be  taken  home.  Although  at  times 
there  were  indications  of  improvement  he  never 
■really  gained  ground,  and  finally  a series  of  hem- 
orrhages brought  the  sudden  end.  A sincere  and 
devout  Christian,  his  character  was  such  as  to  win 
and  retain  the  confidence  of  the  entire  community, 
and  he  was  a power  for  good  in  Newport.  A mem- 
ber of  Channing  Memorial  Church,  he  was  on  the 
board  of  trustees  and  for  several  years  president  of 
the  corporation  of  the  church.  Charitable  to  a 
fault,  his  life  was  filled  with  good  deeds  which  nev- 
er became  known.  His  kindly  disposition  and 
winning  manner  made  him  a host  of  friends 
throughout  the  city  and  State,  while  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  he  had  more  friends 
perhaps  than  any  other  member  of  that  body,  so 


that  his  death  capie  as  a personal  loss  to  a very 
large  circle,  / r , 

ABIAL  SHERMAN  KENYON,  a worthy  rep- 
resentative of  an  old  and  honorable  family,  and  one  ‘ 
who  in  his  day  represented  the  highest  type  of 
citizenship,  was  born  in  North  Stonington,  Conn., 
April  I,  1813,  the  eldest  son  of  Lewis  and  Ann 
(Sherman)  Kenyon,  and  a descendant  in  the  sev- 
enth generation  from  John  Kenyon,  of  Kings  Town, 
the  progenitor  of  this  numerous  Rhode  Island  fam- 
ily, his  line  of  descent  being  as  follows:  (I)  John 
Kenyon,  of  Kings  Towp;  (II)  John  (2);  (HI)  [ 
Jonathan;  (IV)  Samuel;  (V)  Elijah;  (VI)  Lewis;  j 
and  (VII)  Abial  Sherman.  Ancestral  history  of  j 
this  Kenyon  family  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  the 
sketch  of  Elijah  Kenyon,  a brother  and  business 
associate  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Abial  Sherman  Kenyon  was  but  a child  when  j 
his  parents  removed  from  North  Stonington,  Conn., 
to  Rockville,  R.  L,  and  shortly  afterward  to  North 
Kingstown,  and  in  1820,  to  what  is  now  Kenyon, 

R.  1.  His  educational  advantages  were  those  of 
the  district  schools,  and  when  but  a young  man  he 
went  to  work  for  his  father  in  the  business  of  cloth 
finishing.  In  this  way  he  practically  grew  up  in 
the  business.  Subsequently  he  worked  for  William 
Davis  in  this  same  line  of  work,  at  what  is  now 
Belleville,  R.  1.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1839,  he  inherited  with  his  brother  Elijah  the  mill 
business.  This  mill  so  long  used  for  cloth  finish- 
ing was  devoted  to  carding  and  spinning.  The 
brothers  first  introduced  six  looms,  and  began  the 
weaving  of  cloth  in  this  mill,  meeting  with  much 
success.  They  erected  in  1844  a new  mill,  near  the 
site  of  the  old  structure,  larger,  more  complete  in 
its  appointments,  and  with  increased  facilities  for 
manufacturing.  This  partnership  continued  until 
1856,  when  Abial  Sv^ Kenyon  sold  out  his  interests 
to  his  brother  and  practically  retired  from  business 
cares,  except  such  as  were  involved  in  the  handling 
of  his  investments.  He  resided  at  Carolina,  R.  L, 
for  a time,  then  removed  to  East  Greenwich,  to  edu- 
cate his  son,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  resided  until  his  death.  Sept.  15, 
1875.  He  is  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Ken- 
yon. His  residence  in  Providence  was  at  No.  114 
Eord  street.  He  built  and  owned  a number  of  resi- 
dences in  Providence,  the  care  and  management  of 
which  occupied  the  latter  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Kenyon  was  a man  of  high  ideals  and  lived 
up  to  them.  He  detested  deceit  and  sham.  Devoted 
to  his  family,  the  death  of  his  son  was  a sad  blow. 
Greater  devotion,  or  greater  interest,  is  seldom 
shown  by  a parent  than  Abial  Kenyon  showed  for 
his  son.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Kenyon  exerted  an  influ- 
ence for  all  that  was  good  and  noble.  He  was  a bit- 
ter enemy  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and  a strong  temper- 
ance man  in  both  practice  and  theory.  He  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a most 
liberal  contributor  towards  its  support.  In  business- 
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matters  he  was  straightforward  and  honorable,  and 
his  integrity  was  never  questioned.  In  politics  Mr. 
Kenyon  simply  took  the  interest  of  a good  citizen, 
voting  first  with  the  Whigs  and  later  with  the 
Republicans,  and  never  sought  office,  though  in 
1854  he  was  elected  to  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly, 
and  served  one  year.  He  participated  in  the  Dorr 
war,  on  the  side  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Kenyon  was  married,  Jan.  4,  1842,  in  Prov- 
idence to  Margaret  Maranda  Taylor,  who  bore 
him  children  as  follows : Louis  Randolph,  born 
Feb.  9,  1847,  Richmond,  R.  L,  died  July  6,  1850; 
Louis  Perry,  born  Oct.  26,  1851,  died  Feb.  25,  1871, 
in  Providence.  Mrs.  Kenyon  survived  until  1900, 
when  she  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band. 

JAMES  A.  BUDLONG,  who  died  Jan.  26, 
1895,  was  known  all  over  the  United  States  as  an 
extensive  commission  merchant  and  raiser  of  high- 
class  garden  produce.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  in  active  business  life  in  spite  of  his  eighty 
odd  years,  and  he  held  a foremost  position  among 
those  engaged  in  the  same  line  throughout  the 
country.  Throughout  the  half  century  of  his  inde- 
pendent business  career  he  was  trusted  and  es- 
teemed by  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

Mr.  Endlong  came  from  one  of  the  old  Hugue- 
not families  of  Rhode  Island,  being  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  Roger  Williams,  and  of  Francis  Bud- 
long,  the  first  settler  of  the  name  in  the  colony 
of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a descendant  of  the 
latter  in  the  seventh  generation,  his  line  being 
through  John,  Moses,  Samuel,  Samuel  (2)  and  Jo- 
seph S.  Endlong. 

(I)  Francis  Bucllong,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried in  March,  1669,  Rebecca,  widow  of  Joseph 
Howard,  and  probably  daughter  of  John  Lippitt. 
Francis  Budlong,  with  his  wife  and  all  his  family 
except  his  son  John,  was  massacred  by  the  Indians 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  tribes  on  the  west  side  of 
Narragansett  Bay,  these  tribes  joining  in  the  efifort 
of  King  Philip  to  exterminate  the  white  settlers, 
in  November,  1675.  then  three  or  four  years 

of  age,  was  carried  away  by  the  Indians,  but  was 
subsequently  rescued  by  a person  by  the  name  of 
Lippitt,  of  his  mother’s  family.  The  home  of  this 
family  was  in  Old  M’arwick,  R.  I.,  at  what  is  known 
as  Horse  Neck. 

(H)  John  Budlong,  born  in  1672,  in  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  was  placed  in  the  care  of  his  uncle,  Moses 
Lii)pitt,  after  his  rescue  from  the  Indians.  In  1692 
he  became  the  owner  of  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
on  Cowesett  bay,  and  later  added,  by  purchase  and 
exchange,  until  he  owned  several  hundred  acres, 
including  Brush  Neck.  On  a part  of  this  land  he 
built  a home  which  he  occupied,  and  which  has 
remained  in  the  family  until  the  present  time.  He 
married  Isabel  Potter,  born  Oct.  17,  1664,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Ruth  (Fisher)  Potter.  She  died 


in  1731,  and  Mr.  Budlong  passed  away  Oct.  4, 
1744.  They  had  a family  of  six  children. 

(HI)  Moses  Budlong,  born  in  1708,  married 
(first),  July  4,  1734.  Hannah  Staples,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  Staples.  He  died  in  1789,  the 
father  of  four  children. 

(IV’)  Samuel  Budlong,  born  in  Warwick,  R. 
I.,  in  1736,  married  Sept.  28,  1758,  Katharine 
Rhodes,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Rhodes,  Jr. 
Samuel  Budlong,  of  Warwick,  was  a private  in 
Capt.  Rice’s  company.  Col.  John  W’aterman’s  regi- 
ment, from  December,  1776,  to  January,  1777.  In 
1781  the  town  of  Warwick  voted  to  pay  one  shilling 
a day  in  cash  to  those  of  that  town  producing  a 
certificate  of  service  from  their  commanding  officer ; 
such  payments  were  made  to  Samuel  Budlong  and 
Samuel  Budlong,  Jr.  Samuel  Budlong,  Jr.,  of 
Warwick,  was  a private  in  Capt.  Allen  Johnston’s 
company,  Thomas  Tillinghast's  regiment,  Rhode 
Island  militia. 

(V)  Samuel  Budlong  (2),  born  Nov.  2,  1763, 

married  April  3,  1791,  W’aity  Salisbury,  who  was 
born  Dec.  19,  1771,  daughter  of  Nathan  Salisbury, 
of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  and  their  family  consisted  of 
the  following  children;  (i)  Nabby  Ann,  born 
April  19,  1799,  married  John  xA.sa  King.  (2)  Jo- 
seph Stone  was  born  March  i,  1804.  (3)  Susan, 

born  Dec.  10,  1805,  married  Alvin  Arnold.  (4) 
Samuel,  born  Nov.  19,  1808,  died  May  i,  1836. 

(VI)  Joseph  Stone  Budlong,  born  March  i, 

1804,  married  Alary  Ann  Arnold,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children;  (i)  James  A.  was 
born  March  i,  1823.  (2)  Albert  died  in  childhood. 

(3)  William  PL,  born  June  20,  1827,  lives  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  (4)  Lyman  A.,  born  Dec.  22,  1829,  is 
a market  gardener  in  Chicago,  111.  (5)  Mary  Eliz- 

abeth, born  Alay  9,  1832,  married  William  W. 
Johnston,  of  \'ermont,  and  has  two  sons,  Edwin 
Styles  and  Joseph  B.,  M.  D.  (6)  Kate,  born  Sept. 
14,  1834,  married  Daniel  F.  Burlingame.  (7)  Waity 
was  born  Aug.  24.  1838.  (8)  Abbie  Stone,  born 

Aug.  24,  1838,  married  a Air.  Bates.  (9)  Joseph  A., 
born  Aiarch  17,  1841,  who  was  an  e.xtensive  florist 
in  Chicago  was  killed  in  the  fall  of  1906  in  that  city. 
(10)  Simeon,  born  Dec.  28,  1843,  is  deceased. 

(VH)  James  A.  Budlong  was  born  Aiarch  i, 
1823,  in  Cranston,  and  grew  up  on  his  father’s 
farm,  where  he  obtained  his  first  knowledge  of  the 
calling  which  brought  him  such  success.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
also  Smithville  Seminary,  North  Scituate,  Provi- 
dence Co.,  R.  I.,  the  winter  season  being  devoted 
to  educational  work,  while  the  rest  of  the  year  was 
occupied  in  farming.  However,  by  the  time  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  had  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge  of  books  to  enable  him  to  begin  teach- 
ing, which  profession  he  followed  for  five  winters, 
being  engaged  in  the  public  schools  of  Cranston 
and  Johnston.  Throughout  the  period  of  his  mi- 
nority he  gave  nearly  all  his  earnings  to  his  father. 
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1)v  whom  lie  was  subsequently  employed  at  a stated 
salarv  until  he  was  twenty-seven.  At  that  time 
he  commenced  farmino-  on  his  own  account,  rent- 
ing the  homestead  farm  from  year  to  year  until 
1856,  when  he  bought  a tract  of  sixty  acres  on  the 
I’ontiac  road  and  turned  his  entire  attention  to 
gardening,  in  which  line  he  continued  for  the  bal- 
ance of  his  life.  He  increased  his  holdings  by 
various  jmrehases  until  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  480  acres,  half  of  wdiich  is  now  under 
the  highest  state  of  cultivation  and  so  skillfully 
managed  as  to  yield  a large  return  for  the  capital 
and  labor  expended  upon  it. 

The  Budlong  place  is  a model  of  its  kind.  It 
is  amply  provided  with  hotbeds,  greenhouses,  steam 
jnimps,  hydrants,  and  all  other  conveniences  for 
market  gardening  on  the  highest  scale.  The  land 
is  well  protected  by  groves  where  necessary. 
Nothing  has  been  neglected  which  would  add  to 
the  value  of  the  property  as  a truck  farm,  and  it 
has  been  further  improved  with  substantial  and 
tasteful  buildings  of  all  kinds.  Besides  the  fine 
residence  Hr.  Budlong  himself  occupied  there  are 
dwellings  for  employes,  numerous  well-arranged 
and  well-equij)ped  buildings  for  stock,  farming  im- 
plements, etc.,  and  everything  else  which  taste  and 
necessity  suggest  and  ample  means  can  ])rovide. 
I'Tom  1873  Hr.  Budlong  had  his  son  associated  in 
business  with  him,  the  firm  name  being  James  A. 
Budlong  & Son.  In  addition  to  the  place  just  men- 
tioned tliey  cultivated  what  is  known  as  the  Sjjrague 
farm,  in  Cranston,  and  this  farm  they  bought  in 
1885.  They  conducted  business  establishments  on 
Canal  street,  in  Brovidence,  and  in  Boston,  IHass., 
established  in  about  1885,  where  most  of  their  own 
products  could  be  disposed  of.  and  where  in  the 
former  place  until  1880  they  also  engaged,  in  sea- 
son, in  handling  immense  quantities  of  western 
api)les  for  the  Providence  markets.  The  annual 
jjroceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  produce  of  their  own 
farm  amount  to  $100,000  and  upward.  The  firm 
also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  i)ickles.  be- 
ing the  largest  manufacturers  in  this  line  in  New 
England. 

.-\s  may  be  inferred  from  this  brief  account  of 
his  business  o])erations.  Hr.  Budlong  was  a man  of 
enterprise  and  energy,  and  his  success  was  attained 
by  constant  industry  and  good  managentent, 
economy  and  upright  dealing.  With  a keen  ap- 
])reciation  for  advancement  along  every  line,  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry,  in 
whose  councils  his  practical  suggestions  were  al- 
ways well  received,  his  own  success  giving  his 
words  influence  and  value  and  emphasizing  the 
reliabilitv  of  his  judgment.  He  avoided  politics 
and  public  office  generally  outside  of  town  affairs, 
in  winch  he  was  very  much  interested.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council  for  many  years  and 
was  president  of  that  body  for  about  eighteen  years ; 
he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  other  local 


])ositions  of  trust.  Eor  one  year  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Stewart  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Providence, 
and  was  well  known  in  church  and  social  circles, 
having  a cheerful  and  benevolent  disposition  which 
endeared  him  to  all. 

Hr.  Budlong  was  married,  Aug.  23,  1850.  to 
If  unice  Burlingame,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Bar- 
bara (Randall)  Burlingame,  and  two  children 
blessed  this  union,  Erank  L.  and  Julia  H.,  the  latter 
dying  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

I’K.VNK  L.  Budlong  was  born  Aug.  23,  1851, 
and  received  the  principal  part  of  his  literary  train- 
ing at  Howry  & Gofif’s  English  and  Classical 
School,  in  Providence.  He  became  interested  in 
his  father's  business  in  1873,  and  many  of  its  most 
successful  features  have  originated  with  him.  This 
is  especially  true  of  the  liotbed  and  greenhouse 
part  of  the  business,  of  which  for  many  years  he 
had  almost  entire  charge,  managing  it  with  such 
ability  that  the  proceeds  amounted  to  between  fiftv 
and  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  year.  Since  1901 
the  large  greenhouses  have  been  converted  to  af- 
ford .special  facilities  for  the  growing  of  roses  and 
carnations,  ])articularly  the  former,  six  or  seven 
acres  under  glass  being  devoted  to  roses  alone. 
Hr.  Bndlong's  greenhouses  are  among  the  largest 
for  this  purpose  in  New  England.  He  and  his  son 
James  commenced  the  growing  of  roses  and  car- 
nations to  siqjplant  the  large  lettuce  business  for- 
merly carried  on  in  these  houses,  and  their  success 
has  amply  justified  the  charge.  In  the  extensive 
(jperations  involved  in  the  conduct  of  their  immense 
truck  farm  and  greenhouses  the  company,  still 
known  as  James  A.  Budlong  & Son,  gives  employ- 
ment to  about  two  hundred  people  all  the  year 
around,  the  working  force  being  increased  to  six 
hundred  in  the  summer  season.  James  A.  Bud- 
long (2),  the  i)re.sent  manager,  is  proving  himself 
an  efficient  man  in  every  respect,  fully  capable  of 
keeping  up  the  many  demands  of  a steadily  growing 
business  in  these  progressive  days.  He  has  for 
several  years  Ix^en  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  In- 
dustry, and  he  is  active  in  everything  that  pertains 
to  his  branch  of  work  and  interested  in  progress 
generally. 

In  political  matters  Hr.  Erank  L.  Budlong  has 
been  found  most  worthily  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father.  In  1893,  soon  after  his  father’s 
retirement  from  the  town  council,  he  was  elected 
to  succeed  him  in  that  official  duty,  and  has  been 
re-elected  annually  ever  since.  Though  urged  to 
take  the  ])residency  of  the  Ix^ard  Hr.  Budlong  has 
declined.  As  an  active  member  thereof  he  has 
taken  ]:)articular  interest  in  the  question  of  good 
roads  and  has  been  especially  instrumental  in  pro- 
ducing a system  of  highways  in  Cranston  une.xcelled 
by  any  other  town  in  the  State.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  board  of  commissioners  for 
the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 
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Mr,  Budlong  is  a member  of  the  Pomham  and 
Rhode  Island  Yacht  Clubs.  He  is  a follower  of 
Nimrod  and  Izaak  Walton,  spending  his  leisure 
in  Maine  in  hunting  for  deer  and  moose,  and  in 
Florida  and  North  Carolina  fishing  and  duck  hunt- 
ing. 

On  Jan.  3,  1869,  Mr.  Budlong  was  married  to 
Melissa  P.  Sherman,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  and 
Lucy  A.  (Sweet)  Sherman,  of  Natick,  in  Warwick, 
and  they  have  had  three  children : James  A.  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Black,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Melissa  and  Frank;  Florence  M.  married  Dr.  Wil- 
liam B.  Cutts ; Harry  A.,  who  is  manager  of  the 
Boston  branch  of  the  business,  married  Bessie 
Jackson,  daughter  of  Richard  H.  Jackson,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Margaret. 

CHARLES  EDMUND  LONGLEY  (deceased), 
who  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  was  a 
well-known  clothing  merchant  of  New  England 
and  one  of  the  best  known  in  Rhode  Island,-  was 
in  every  sense  of  the  word  a self-made  man,  rising 
through  the  force  of  his  own  ability  from  the  po- 
sition of  salesboy  to  that  of  employer  of  hundreds 
of  salesmen  in  various  New  England  cities.  He 
was  born  in  Sidney,  Maine,  in  1850,  and  is  a de* 
scendant  in  paternal  line  of  the  Longley  family  of 
Massachusetts,  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  New 
England. 

Richard  Longley,  the  supposed  original  ances- 
tor of  all  of  that  name  in  the  New  World,  or 
at  least  in  New  England,  was  settled  at  Lynn  as 
early  as  1635.  He  had  children,  among  whom  were 
William  and  Jonathan,  and,  perhaps,  others.  His 
future  history  is  rather  blind,  but  he  is  presumed 
to  have  lived  and  died  at  Lynn. 

William  Longley,  supposed  to  have  been  a son 
of  Richard,  removed  with  his  family  from  Lynn 
to  Groton,  and  was  a resident  proprietor  of  the 
extensive  territory  that  bore  that  name.  When  the 
land  was  equitably  divided  among  the  sharehold- 
ers, he  became  the  owner  of  a large  amount  of  na- 
tive forest,  which  was  eventually  divided  into  farms, 
and  occupied  by  his  descendants.  According  to  a 
manuscript  record  left  by  the  late  Rev.  James 
D.  Farnsworth,  William  Longley  settled  in  Groton 
as  early  as  1659.  His  name  is  found  on  the  records 
of  the  town  in  1663,  and  in  1665  he  was  chosen 
selectman.  He  died  at  Groton  Nov.  29,  1680.  How 
many  children  he  had  does  not  fully  appear,  but  he 
had  one  son,  William  (2). 

William  Longley  (2),  probably  born  at  Lynn, 
married  in  Groton  and  had  five  children.  He  held 
a reputable  position  among  his  fellow  townsmen, 
and  was  appointed  town  clerk  in  1666,  and  was 
continued  in  that  office  until  his  death  in  1694. 
At  this  period  he  and  his  family  became  the  victims 
of  Indian  depredation,  and  all  were  slain  but  three 
of  the  children  who  were  carried  into  captivity. 
The  house  was  rifled  and  burned,  and  near  where 
it  stood  the  mutilated  remains  of  the  murdered 


family  were  buried  and  a small  stone,  even  with 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  was  the  only  monument 
to  mark  the  place  of  their  interment  for  almost 
two  centuries.  Recently,  however,  a more  im- 
posing structure  has  been  erected  to  hallow  the 
spot  of  such  sad  historical  interest.  [For  the  de- 
tailed account  of  this  see  Butler’s  History  of  Gro- 
ton, pp.  93  and  94.]  The  Longley s have  not  only 
filled  a large  place  numerically,  in  the  town  of 
Shirley,  which  territory  in  part  came  out  of  Gro- 
ton, but  they  have  also  as  a general  fact,  main- 
tained a useful  and  honored  citizenship. 

In  the  maternal  line  Charles  Edmund  Longley 
is  a descendant  of  the  Swift  family,  another  of  the 
very  old  New  England  families  which  have  been 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  town,  county 
and  State. 

Charles  Edmund  Longley  was  young  when  he 
lost  his  parents  by  death,  and  he  was  thus  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  while  yet  in  his  early 
’teens.  He  was  proud  and  ambitious,  and  he  de- 
termined to  make  a mark  for  himself  in  the  busi- 
ness world.  He  received  a fair  education  attend- 
ing the  Kent  Hill  school.  He  early  found  employ- 
ment in  a clothing  store  in  Boston  as  a clerk,  and 
by  strict  attention  he  soon  had  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  values  as  well  as  of  business  principles. 
His  ability  won  the  attention  of  his  employer,  and 
he  had  not  yet  attained  his  majority  before  he  was 
in  full  charge  of  the  boys’  clothing  department. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and  established 
himself  at  Providence  in  the  retail  clothing  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  the  Boston  & Provi- 
dence Clothing  Company.  From  the  very  start 
he  made  a success  of  his  business,  soon  establish- 
ing similar  stores  in  other  parts  of  New  England, 
principally  at  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  Conn., 
Fall  River  and  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  Pawtucket 
and  Woonsocket,  R.  1.  The  store  at  Pawtucket 
was  located  in  the  Music  Hall  building,  and  the 
one  in  Woonsocket  in  the  Longley  building — one 
of  the  finest  buildings  in  that  city.  In  February, 
1893,  in  connection  with  the  Standard  Clothing 
Company  of  Boston,  of  which  firm  he  was  a mem- 
ber, Mr.  Longley  bought  out  the  J.  B.  Barnaby 
Clothing  Company  of  Providence,  and  the  busi- 
ness has  ever  since  been  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  The  J.  B.  Barnaby  Company.  Mr.  Long- 
ley was  elected  president  of  the  company,  which 
office  he  filled  with  ability  up  to  his  death,  and 
under  his  judicious  management  the  business 
flourished. 

Mr.  Longley  was  an  esteemed  and  honored 
citizen  not  only  of  Pawtucket,  but  of  the  State.  He 
was  a most  energetic,  shrewd  and  honorable  busi- 
ness man,  constantly  on  the  alert  to  enlarge  and  in- 
crease the  business  and  interests  of  the  concerns 
with  which  he  was  identified,  and  in  the  manage- 
ment of  which  he  played  a conspicuous  part.  He 
had  at  heart  both  the  welfare  of  the  public  and 
of  his  employes,  and  commanded  their  utmost 
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fconfidence  and  respect.  His  manner  was  most 
genial  and  he  was  easy  of  approach  by  the  humblest 
of  his  employes. 

Mr.  Longley  was  a member  of  the  Squantum 
and  Pomham  Clubs^  the  To-Kalon  Club  of  Paw- 
tucket, the  Congregational  Club  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Association,  Massa- 
chusetts Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  St.  Paul’s 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Boston.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Providence  Athletic 
Association,  but  tendered  his  resignation,  perhaps 
a year  before  his  death.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church. 

For  some  six  years  before  his  death  Mr.  Long- 
ley  had  been  in  failing  health,  during  which  period, 
in  addition  to  the  family  physicians,  he  was  under 
treatment  of  several  Boston  specialists.  ^A  change 
of  climate  was  recommended,  but  it  did  not  afford 
relief.  He  died  at  his  residence,  No.  87  Walcott 
street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Nov.  29,  1899.  The 
funeral  took  place  at  his  late  home  Dec.  2d  of  the 
year  named,  and  was  largely  attended.  Services 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Frank  J.  Goodwin,  pastor 
of  the  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church,  and  Rev. 
Joseph  Woolley,  pastor  of  the  Park  Place  Church. 
Interment  was  at  Swan  Point  cemetery.  The 
active  pall  bearers  were  employes  of  the  clothing 
concern  with  which  the  deceased  had  been  con- 
nected, and  were  as  follows:  Walter  A.  Scott,  of 
Providence ; George  Post,  of  New  Haven ; David 
Snyder,  of  Woonsocket ; and  Lawrence  Goodspeed, 
of  Providence.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Longley 
his  widow  has  remained  in  control  of  the  business, 
with  the  same  managers  as  before. 

In  1879,  in  Providence.  IMr.  Longley  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Henrietta  Swinney,  who  was  born  in 
Savannah,  Ga..  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  John  L. 
Swinney,  a well  known  cotton  merchant  of  that  city 
who  won  his  title  as  captain  of  cavalry  under  Gen- 
eral Winfield  Scott  during  the  Seminole  war.  Capt. 
Swinney  died  in  the  early  fifties.  His  father,  Rich- 
ard Swinney,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revol- 
ution, and  he  became  a large  slave  owner.  The 
Swinney  family  has  been  prominent  in  the  South 
for  generations,  and  all  of  them  have  heen  of  stern 
fighting  stock  in  time  of  war,  but  of  kind  and  hos- 
pitable disposition  in  time  of  peace.  Mrs.  Long- 
ley’s  mother  was  IMiss  Eliza  Robinson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, a descendant  of  Rev.  John  Robinson,  the 
noted  preacher,  and  her  grandfather  was  Elijah 
Robinson,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs. 
Longley  is  a keen  business  woman  and  a close  ob- 
server of  people  and  events.  With  it  all  she  is  a 
refined  and  cultured  mistress  of  her  home,  a wide 
reader  and  an  extensive  traveler  both  in  her  own 
country  and  abroad.  Mrs.  Longley’s  residence,  on 
Walcott  street,  Pawtucket,  was  formerly  the  Dexter 
homestead,  which  Mr.  Longley  purchased  in  1882. 
Many  improvements  have  been  added,  and  it  is 
noted  for  its  architectural  beauty.  Mrs.  Longley 
is  a member  of  Pawtucket  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  and 


has  filled  the  offices  of  regent  and  vice-regent,  and  | 
for  eight  years  has  been  State  director  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  American  Revolution,  in  which  she 
takes  a deep  interest.  Her  summer  home,  once  the 
Phillips  homestead,  is  located  at  Phillips  Beach, 
Swampscott,  near  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long- 
ley, namely:  Charles  Edmund,  Jr.;  Vawter  Clif- 
ford ; Rosalinde ; Ronald  Swift ; and  Harold  Robin- 
son, who  died  young. 

STEDMAN  (Newport  family).  Among  the 
early  settlers  of  New  England  there  were  a num- 
ber bearing  the  name  of  Stedman,  Isaac  of  Scitu-  } 
ate.  Mass.,  from  London,  England,  coming  in  1635. 
Then  there  were:  John  Stedman  of  Wethers- 
field, Robert  of  Cambridge,  Thomas  of  Brookline, 
and  Thomas  Stedman  of  New  London,  Conn. 
Thomas  Stedman,  Jr.,  and  wife  Anna  (Seaver)  j 
with  four  children,  removed  from  Brookline,  Mass.,  j 
to  the  town  of  Hampton,  Conn.,  in  1721,  the  head  : 
of  the  family  having  purchased  land  there.  He  was  j 
the  progenitor  of  some  of  the  Eastern  Connecticut  | 
Stedmans.  About  this  time,  as  is  indicated  by 
Arnold’s  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island,  there  ap- 
peared in  South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  the  Stedmans 
of  that  town,  the  earliest  of  record  here  being  the 
family  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Stedman,  com- 
prised of  the  following  children : John,  born  Sept.  | 
21,  1725;  Samuel,  Dec.  4,  1726;  Daniel,  Oct.  10,  | 

1728;  Thomas,  Oct.  10,  1730;  Enoch,  Nov.  5,  1734;  i 
Hannah,  Eeb.  6,  1736;  James,  March  3,  1738;  j 
Sarah,  Aug.  30,  1742;  and  William,  May  4,  1745-  j 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  before  her  mar-  i 
riage  Hannah  Macoon  or  McKown,  daughter  of  ' 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Place)  Macoon,  the  latter  a | 
daughter  of  Enoch  and  Sarah  Place. 

It  is  a family  tradition  that  Thomas  Stedman 
of  South  Kingstown  (spelled  in  record  cited  above 
Steadman),  was  of  Scotch  origin.  (The  Stead- 
mans were  in  Scotland  in  the  sixteenth  century.  j 
They  had  decidedly  different  arms  from  the  Eng-  I 

lish  Stedmans,  the  latter  family  being  found  in  j 

counties  Gloucester,  Brecknock  and  Salop.) 
Thomas  Stedman  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  May,  1732.  He  lived 
and  died  in  South  Kingstown,  and  his  posterity 
have  been  continuous  there  to  the  present  time  and 
among  the  substantial  and  useful  men  and  women 
of  the  communities  in  which  they  have  lived. 
Numbered  among  these  are  the  descendants  of  the 
late  Stephen  Stedman,  of  South  Kingstown  and 
Newport,  his  mother  also  being  a Stedman,  her 
Christian  name  Martha,  and  her  father  James 
Stedman.  Stephen  Stedman  was  her  only  child. 

Stephen  Stedman  was  born  in  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  where  his  boyhood  and  a portion  of  ; 
his  manhood  were  spent.  He  later  removed  to 
Newport,  where  he  died  June  23,  1863,  aged  eighty 
years,  one  month  and  twenty-one  days.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
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but  for  a number  of  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  City  Asylum  of  Newport.  He  was  a staunch 
Whig  and  later  a Republican,  but  being  of  a retir- 
ing nature  never  sought  public  recognition.  He 
fnarried  Elizabeth  May,  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Mary  (Wilson)  May,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Jo- 
seph Smith,  a rope-maker  of  Newport,  where  both 
died;  Stephen,  who  married  Ann  Hazard,  of  New- 
port, and  was  a cabinet-maker  of  that  city,  where 
both  died;  Mary  Gardiner,  who  married  Edward 
Sisson  (deceased),  a prosperous  farmer  of  Ports- 
mouth, where  she  now  resides ; Sarah  Ann,  who 
married  Arnold  Hazard,  of  Newport,  a farmer  in 
early  life  and  later  a cabinet  maker;  John  R.,  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade,  who  married  Hannah 
Brownell,  of  Providence,  where  he  died ; George, 
who  died  in  young  manhood ; William,  who  died 
young;  William  T.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Rebecca 
T.,  who  married  Henry  W.  Ward,  a tailor  by  trade 
and  for  several  years  Judge  of  the  Police  Court  of 
Newport;  William  Augustus,  a mechanical  expert 
on  gas  engines,  and  for  many  years  president  of 
the  Gas  Engineers’  Association,  who  died  in  1903, 
in  Eramingham,  Mass.,  leaving  a widow,  Susan  T. 
(Barker)  Stedman;  and  James  Monroe. 

James  Monroe  Stedman  was  born  June  21,  1820, 
in  Newport,  R.  L,  and  died  in  Eredonia,  N.  Y., 
March  23,  1867.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  making  all 
of  the  brick  used  on  the  buildings  of  Eredonia, 
where  he  was  an  honored  citizen  and  successful 
business  man.  In  early  life  he  was  active  in 
military  affairs,  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  was  instrumental  in  raising  and  sending 
to  the  front  several  companies,  he  himself  en- 
listing, and  being  made  captain  of  his  company. 
For  bravery  in  action  he  was  repeatedly  promoted 
and  returned  home  with  rank  of  colonel,  having 
served  through  many  of  the  severest  battles  of  the 
war,  also  being  present  at  Lee’s  surrender  in  1865. 
In  political  faith  Mr.  Stedman  was  a Democrat 
of  the  old  school.  He  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  taking  an  active  part  in  re- 
ligious matters. 

On  Jan.  10,  1849,  Colonel  Stedman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Nancy  Hyde  Salisbury,  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  born  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
Smith  and  Nancy  (Hyde)  Salisbury  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  Mrs.  Stedman  survives  her  husband,  and 
is  living  in  Greenwich,  Conn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stedman  were  born  these  children : Pascal  H. ; 
Helen  S.,  wife  of  James  A.  Burr,  of  Greenwich, 
Conn.;  Stephen,  a resident  of  ^Middletown,  N.  Y., 
who  was  formerly  a newspaper  editor,  and  who 
married  Frances  Johnson,  of  Eredonia;  Elizabeth 
May,  wife  of  William  F.  Harpel,  of  Chicago,  Ills. ; 
and  James,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Pascal  Hyde  Stedman  was  born  Oct.  21, 
1849,  ill  Eredonia,  N.  Y.,  and  in  his  native  town 


attended  the  common  schools  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  His  father  being  in  poor  health, 
young  Stedman  conducted  the  farm  for  about  two 
years,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1867, 
he  went  to  Alalden,  111.,  where,  in  partnership  with 
Harvey  P.  Barber,  he  engaged  in  raising  broom 
corn  for  one  season,  they  having  under  cultivation 
about  thirty  acres.  After  this  season,  Mr.  Sted- 
man sold  out  his  interest,  and  going  to  Erie,  Pa., 
entered  a Commercial  College,  of  which  he  was  a 
student  for  one  term.  After  leaving  this  school 
Mr.  Stedman  located  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  was 
there  employed  in  a sash  and  door  factory  until 
the  following  November  (1870),  when  he  came 
to  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  was  there  employed  by  the 
Newport  Gas  Light  Company,  as  a gas  fitter.  He 
continued  in  that  capacity  for  about  twelve  years, 
and  in  August,  1882,  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  establishing  a brass  foundry  for  the 
manufacture  of  ornamental  brass  work  of  every 
description.  He  has  since  added  electric  and  silver 
plating,  etc.,  and  is  meeting  with  deserved  success. 

Mr.  Stedman  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  during  the  existence 
of  the  Business  Men’s  Association  of  Newport, 
was  a member  thereof.  In  political  views  he  is 
a Democrat,  but  although  deeply  interested  in  pub- 
lic matters  has  never  sought  office.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stedman  attend  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport,  to  the  support  of  which  they  give  liber- 
ally of  their  time  and  means,  as  well  as  to  all 
charitable  and  benevolent  objects. 

On  Jan.  30,  1879,  Mr.  Stedman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Howland,  daughter 
of  the  late  Augustus  Peckham  and  Sarah  (Waite) 
Sherman,  of  Newport,  where  for  many  years  Mr. 
Sherman  was  a substantial  citizen  and  successful 
business  man.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stedman  have 
been  born  a son  and  a daughter : ( i ) Howland 

Sherman,  born  Jan.  31,  1881,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  graduating  from  Rogers  High 
School  of  his  native  city  with  the  class  of  1901, 
then  entered  Brown  University  of  Providence, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1905, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  he  is  now  in  the 
purchasing  department  of  the  American  Locomo- 
tive Works  at  Providence.  (2)  Anna  Hyde  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Stedman  is  a careful,  capable  and  conser- 
vative business  man,  and  as  a citizen  has  the  re- 
spect of  the  entire  community.  He  is  of  a domestic 
nature,  and  the  surroundings  of  his  pleasant  home, 
which  he  erected  in  1896,  and  to  which  he  is  greatly 
devoted,  are  most  congenial. 

SHERMAN  (Newport  family).  As  is  noted 
elsewhere  in  this  volume  the  Sherman  family  is 
not  only  an  ancient  one  in  New  England  but  one 
of  prominence  here  and  in  the  country  at  large. 
The  Newport  family  of  which  we  write  has  for 
generations  in  that  and  neighboring  towns  been 
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one  of  honorable  standing  there  and  one  of  sub- 
stantialness. Reference  is  made  to  some  of  the 
descendants  of  the  late  Perry  Sherman  of  Middle- 
town  and  Newport,  of  which  latter  city  he  was 
long  a successful  business  man  and  substantial 
citizen,  and  whose  son  the  late  Col.  Augustus 
Peckham  Sherman  of  that  city,  also  a produce 
dealer  and  for  years  associated  with  his  father  in 
bvisiness,  rose  to  high  public  station  and  large  use- 
fulness. There  follows  in  chronological  order  be- 
ginning with  the  emigrant  Sherman  settler  the 
lineage  and  family  history  of  the  late  Col.  Sherman 
just  alluded  to. 

(I)  Phillip  Sherman,  son  of  Samuel,  grand- 
son of  Henry  (2)  and  great-grandson  of  Henry 
Sherman,  born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Dedham,  England, 
married  Sarah  Odding,  daughter  of  Mrs.  John 
Porter.  In  1634  he  came  to  New  England,  and 
settled  at  Roxbury,  Mass.  In  the  Anne  Hutchin- 
son trouble  in  Boston,  he  took  the  popular  side, 
but  as  Governor  Winthrop  finally  prevailed,  he 
with  others  found  it  convenient  to  remove  to  Rhode 
Island.  In  Providence  he  met  Roger  Williams, 
who  advised  them  to  purchase  the  island  of  Aquet- 
net  (Aquidneck),  now  Rhode  Island,  of  the  Indi- 
ans. The  purchase  was  completed  March  24,  1638. 
On  July  I,  1639,  they  established  a regular  gov- 
ernment, with  William  Coddington,  governor,  and 
Phillip  Sherman,  secretary.  After  this  he  often 
held  office  in  the  Colony,  and  in  critical  periods. 
After  he  removed  to  Rhode  Island  he  left  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  united  with  the  So- 
ciety of  Eriends.  Phillip  Sherman  died  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1687.  His  children  were : Eber, 
Sarah,  Peleg,  Mary,  Edmund,  Samson,  William, 
John,  Mary,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Benjamin  and 
Phillip. 

(H)  Peleg  Sherman,  born  in  1638,  married 
July  25,  1657,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Law- 
ton.  Mr.  Sherman  was  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Dart- 
mouth and  Swansea,  Mass,  and  Kingstown,  R.  I. 
He  died  in  1719.  His  children  were:  Thomas, 
born  Aug.  8,  1658;  William,  Oct.  3,  1659;  Daniel, 
June  15,  1662;  Mary,  Dec.  ii,  1664;  Peleg,  Oct. 
8,  1666;  Ann,  April  30,  1668;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  25, 
1670;  Samuel,  July  15,  1672;  Eber,  Oct.  20,  1674; 
John,  Oct.  28,  1676;  Benjamin,  July  15,  1677; 
Sarah,  Jan.  25,  1680;  Isabel,  June  3,  1683;  and 
George,  Dec.  18,  1687. 

(HI)  Peleg  Sherman  (2),  born  Oct.  8,  1666, 
married  March  16,  1697,  Alice  Eish,  and  their 
children  of  Portsmouth  town  record  according  to 
Arnold  were : Thomas,  born  in  April,  1699 ; 
Richard,  in  April,  1701 ; Elizabeth,  in  September, 
1703;  Peleg,  in  January,  1704;  Grizzle,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1706;  Caleb,  in  July,  1708;  George,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1710;  Salisbury,  in  November,  1717;  and 
Preserved,  in  March,  1714. 

(IV)  Thomas  Sherman,  born  in  April,  1699, 
married  (first)  June  19,  1729,  Sarah  Sisson,  (sec- 
ond) Oct.  19,  1737,  Mary  Sanford,  of  Ports- 


mouth, and  (third)  April  28,  1740,  Ann  Sisson. 
His  children  of  Portsmouth  town  record  according 
to  Arnold  were:  Christopher,  born  Aug.  i,  1730; 
Thomas,  Jan.  14,  1733;  Isaac,  Jan.  28,  1736  (all 
to  Sarah);  Alice,  1738;  Mary,  Jan.  3,  1739 

(both  to  Mary)  ; Sarah,  May  4,  1743;  Peleg,  Feb. 
4,  1744;  Job.  Sept.  3,  1746;  Jane,  Sept.  7,  1748; 
Ann,  Oct.  28,  1750;  Levi,  Oct.  2,  1752;  Richara, 
July  2,  1754;  Elizabeth,  June  22,  1756;  and  Job 
(2),  Sept.  25,  1758.  Sarah,  the  first  wife  of  Mr. 
Sherman,  died  Feb.  ii,  1736,  and  Mary,  his  second 
wife,  died  Feb.  6,  1739. 

(V)  Isaac  Sherman,  born  March  (or  Jan.)  28, 
1736,  married  Dec.  i,  1768,  Margaret,  born  Feb.  17, 
1747,  daughter  of  William  Taber,  of  Little  Comp- 
ton, R.  L,  and  their  children  of  Portsmouth  town 
record  according  to  Arnold  were : Robert,  bom 
20th  of  nth  month,  1769;  Perry,  28th  of  ist 
month,  1772;  Rhoda,  8th  month,  1774  (died  in  9th 
month,  1777)  ; Mary,  i6th  of  7th  month,  1777 
(died  in  9th  month,  1777)  ; Isaac,  2d  of  ist  month, 
1779;  Susanna,  born  8th  of  5th  month,  1781;  and 
Sarah,  3d  of  12th  month,  1783.  The  father  of  these 
died  Oct.  3,  1817. 

(VI)  Perry  Sherman,  born  28th  of  ist  month, 
1771-72,  in  Middletown,  R.  L,  married  Mary  Clarke, 
who  was  born  April  21,  1770,  daughter  of  James 
and  Hannah  Clarke,  and  died  Feb.  3,  1862,  in  New- 
port, aged  ninety-one  years,  nine  months,  ten  days. 
Among  the  children  born  to  Perry  and  Mary 
(Clarke)  Sherman  was  Perry  (2). 

(VH)  Perry  Sherman  (2),  born  in  1802,  in 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  son  of  Perry  and  Mary,  mar- 
ried Harriet  F.,  daughter  of  Nicholson  Ward  of 
Middletown.  Mr.  Sherman  became  a resident  of 
Newport,  where  he  associated  with  his  brother 
Charles  Sherman.  He  was  engaged  in  the  butcher- 
ing business,  his  location  being  on  Ferry  Wharf. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  an 
honorable,  upright  man  and  good  citizen.  His 
death  occurred  in  1884.  His  children  were:  Au- 
gustus Peckham ; Anna  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Thomas  B.  Carr,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; and 
Silas  Perry,  who  died  when  young. 

(VHI)  CoL.  Augustus  Peckham  Sherman, 
son  of  Perry  and  Harriet  E.  (Ward)  Sherman, 
was  born  Eeb.  16,  1826,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  After  his  school  days 
were  over  he  became  associated  in  business  with 
his  father  and  uncle,  Charles  Sherman,  as  dealers 
in  meats,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1865,  in 
the  meantime  serving  for  a brief  period  in  the 
Civil  war.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Mr.  Sher- 
man, having  had  military  training  in  a local  or- 
ganization, espouse(^  his  country’s  cause  and  as- 
sisted in  forming  Company  F,  of  which  he  became 
a member,  and  the  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers,  a part  of  which  that  company  became, 
and  went  out  with  it  as  first  sergeant.  The  First 
went  out  under  command  of  Col.  Burnside.  It 
was  composed  of  the  flower  of  the  State  and  won 
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renown  for  its  gallantry  and  behavior  in  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run  or  Manassas.  The  military 
career  of  Colonel  Sherman,  for  he  later  rose  to 
that  rank,  was  a long  and  honorable  one.  He  be- 
came a member  of  the  Newport  Artillery  in  1845, 
in  which  company  two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
fourth  corporal.  He  rose  successively  to  fourth, 
second  and  first  sergeant,  holding  the  last  named 
position  when,  in  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  major 
of  the  command,  and  two  years  later  he  became 
lieutenant-colonel.  In  1887  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  company.  The  following  year  he  was 
re-elected  colonel  of  the  command  and  declined  a 
re-election  in  1889.  The  Colonel’s  service  both  at 
home  and  at  the  front  was  valuable  as  it  was 
creditable  to  his  country,  his  State,  his  city,  and  to 
himself. 

In  1865  Mr.  Sherman  began  a business  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  John  H.  Crosby,  Jr.,  at  Newport 
which  continued  until  his  retirement  from  active 
business  in  1877.  He  won  the  reputation  of  being 
a capable,  competent  and  successful  business  man. 

The  official  career  of  Colonel  Sherman  as 
well  as  his  citizenship  were  no  less  marked  than  his 
military  and  business  life.  He  filled  many  offices 
of  trust  and  honor  in  which  he  won  the  confidence 
and  applause  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  1869  he  was 
elected  commissioner  of  the  Newport  Asylum  for 
a term  of  three  years.  To  this  position  he  was 
re-elected  in  1872  and  was  chairman  of  the  Board 
until  1875-  1874  he  was  elected  to  represent 

his  town  in  the  General  Assembly  and  was  re- 
elected to  that  body  for  four  successive  years.  In 
1876  he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Newport  from  the  Fourth  ward.  He 
was  re-elected  to  this  body  for  four  consecutive 
terms  and  during  his  continued  service  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Committees  on  Finance,  Fire  Depart- 
ment and  Ordinances,  serving  four  years  on  the 
committee  on  Finance  and  for  one  year  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Fire  Department  committee.  He 
was  for  one  year  a member  of  the  School  commit- 
tee. In  1878  he  was  elected  a director  and  in  1884 
vice-president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  1879  he  was  elected  a director  and  in 
1884  president  of  the  Willimantic  (Conn.)  Gas 
Light  Company.  He  was  elected  in  1882  a director 
of  the  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  Gas  Light  Company. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren 
Post,  of  Newport,  G.  A.  R. 

^ Early  in  life  Colonel  Sherman  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Waite,  to  whom  four  children  were 
born,  namely ; Martha  Howland,  who  married  Mr. 
Pascal  H.  Stedman ; Silas  Perry,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy: Harriet  Ward,  who  married  Mr.  Bernard 
John  Benson ; and  Sarah  Augusta,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  Mrs.  Sherman  died  in  1861, 
and  Colonel  Sherman  died  at  the  family  residence 
on  Bellevue  Avenue,  Newport,  R.  I.,  March  25, 
1893. 


NICHOLAS  UNDERWOOD.  Among  the 
representative  citizens  of  Newport  none  hold  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  entire  community  to  a 
higher  degree  than  does  Nicholas  Underwood, 
who  for  so  many  years  has  been  the  efficient  and 
popular  cashier  of  the  New  England  Commercial 
Bank,  in  the  employ  of  which  financial  institution 
he  has  given  continued  and  faithful  service  since 
his  boyhood.  Mr.  Underwood  is  the  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  Newport’s  earliest  settled  fam- 
ilies, a record  of  his  ancestry,  in  chronological  or- 
der, being  here  given. 

The  American  Underwoods  who  trace  their  an- 
cestry to  ante-Revolutionary  times  descend  from 
Joseph  Underwood,  who  settled  in  Hingham,  Mass., 
in  1637,  and  removed  to  Watertown,  Mass.,  in 
1645  ; William  Underwood,  of  Concord  and  Chelms- 
ford, Mass.,  in  1652;  William  Thomas  Underwood, 
who  settled  in  Virginia . about  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century ; Alexander  Underwood,  and 
Henry  Underwood,  who  settled  in  or  near  New- 
port, R.  I.,  about  1655.  This  article  is  to  treat  of 
Henry  Underwood,  the  progenitor  of  the  Newport 
family  bearing  that  name,  and  of  his  descendants. 

(I)  ■'  Henry  Underwood  (of  Newport  or  vi- 
cinity in  about  1655)  and  his  wife  Jane  had  chil- 
dren: Henry,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  31,  1667,  who  died  in 
1733,  unmarried;  Jane,  born  March  17,  1669;  Will- 
iam, born  May  24,  1671 ; and 'John,  born  Aug.  3, 
1673.  These  children,  except  the  youngest,  were 
born  in  Newport. 

(II)  John  Underwood,  son  of  Henry,  was  born 
Aug.  3,  1673,  in  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  and  married 
Sarah  Peckham,  daughter  of  Thomas  Peckham. 
Mr.  Underwood  resided  in  Jamestown,  where  he 
was  constable  in  1698,  a freeman  in  1703,  viewer  of 
highways  in  1714,  and  deputy  to  the  general  court 
in  1715,  1717,  1720  and  1726.  His  children  were: 
John,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  28,  1699;  Joseph,  born  Sept. 
8,  1701;  Daniel,  born  Feb.  27,  1703;  Philip; 
George ; Mary,  and  Tamson. 

(III)  Daniel  Underwood,  son  of  John,  born 
Feb.  27,  1703,  married  Mary,  and  they  resided  in 
Jamestown,  R.  I.,  where  Mr.  Underwood  died,  a 
notice  of  his  death  appearing  in  the  Gazette,  May 
17,  1777. 

(IV)  Nicholas  Underwood,  son  of  Daniel, 
was  born  July  24,  1734,  and  married  Sept.  2,  1756, 
Annie  Coggeshall. 

(V)  Nicholas  Underwood,  son  of  (IV)  Nich- 
olas, married  Phebe,  and  among  their  children  was 
Nicholas,  born  Jan.  i,  1787. 

(VI)  Nicholas  Underwood,  son  of  (V)  Nich- 
olas, was  born  Jan.  i,  1787,  in  Westport,  Mass., 
and  died  March  18,  1857,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  aged 
seventy  years,  three  months,  eighteen  days.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  painter’s  trade,  which  oc- 
cupation he  followed  for  the  most  part.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  the  junior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Stevens  & Underwood,  which 
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was  one  of  the  leading  painting  contracting  firms 
in  Newport.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  this  firm 
Mr.  Underwood  became  engaged  successfully  in 
the  same  line  of  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Ward,  and  to  this  union  wer^ 
born  children  as  follows : Charles  W.,  mentioned 
below ; Henry  B.,  who  was  a painter  by  trade,  and 
Benjamin  W.,  who  was  also  engaged  in  the  paint- 
ing business. 

(VII)  Charles  Wrightson  Underwood,  son  of 
(VI)  Nicholas,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Jan.  i,  1813,  and  after  ac- 
quiring his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive city,  learned  the  painting  trade  under  his 
father’s  instruction.  In  after  years  he  became  a 
member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  N.  Underwood 
& Son,  painters  and  decorators,  and  in  this  business 
he  continued  for  a number  of  years,  meeting  with 
well-deserved  success.  He  was  a careful,  indus- 
trious and  conservative  business  man,  and  one  who 
was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him. 
In  manner  he  was  genial  and  courteous,  and  pos- 
sessed those  pleasing  personalities  which  won  to  him 
hosts  of  warm  friends.  For  a number  of  years 
Mr.  Underwood  served  as  a director  of  the  New 
England  Commercial  Bank,  of  which  his  son  has  so 
long  been  cashier.  In  political  faith  he  was  a stal- 
wart Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  a man  who  kept 
himself  well  versed  on  the  general  topics  of  the  day. 
He  served  in  the  Dorr  war,  which  at  the  time  threat- 
ened to  make  rather  a desperate  state  of  affairs  in 
Rhode  Island.  For  several  years  he  also  served 
his  native  city  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  and 
in  everything  which  had  for  its  object  the  better- 
ment of  the  city  Mr.  Underwood  always  took  an 
active  and  earnest  interest. 

In  1839  Mr.  Underwood  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Phebe  A.  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Capt.  Isaac  and 
Mary  Hopkins,  of  Newport.  She  was  the  de- 
scendant of  the  distinguished  family  of  which  Ste- 
phen Hopkins,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, was  also  a member.  Her  grandfather, 
Thomas  Hopkins,  married  March  22,  1771,  Phebe 
Woodman,  theii  marriage  being  of  Middletown,  R. 
I.,  town  record.  Their  children  were : Elizabeth, 
born  Sept.  23,  1772,  who  married  Benjamin  Lake; 
William,  born  Feb.  25,  1774;  Arnold,  born  July  27, 
1778;  Isaac,  born  Feb.  26,  1781 ; and  Thomas,  born 
Dec.  25,  1785.  Mr.  Underwood  passed  away  April 
18,  1875,  aged  sixty-two  years,  three  months,  eigh- 
teen days,  and  his  wife  died  Jan.  20,  1875,  aged 
fifty-nine  years.  To  this  union  there  was  born  one 
son,  Nicholas  Underwood. 

(VIII)  Nicholas  Underwood,  the  only  son  of 
the  late  Charles  W.  and  Phebe  A.  (Hopkins)  Un- 
derwood, was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Jan.  31,  1841, 
and  received  his  early  training  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  city,  which  he  attended  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age.  After  leaving  school  he  at 
once  accepted  a position  as  clerk  in  the  New  Eng- 
land Commercial  Bank,  with  which  old-established 


financial  institution  he  has  since  been  identified. 
Through  industry  and  ability,  and  close  application 
to  the  detail  of  his  work,  Mr.  Underwood  has 
worked  his  way  up  to  the  position  of  cashier  of  this 
institution,  a position  he  has  faithfully  filled  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  in  which  he  is  at  present  ef-- 
ficiently  serving.  Mr.  Underwood  was  also  elected 
a director  of  the  New  England  Commercial  Bank, 
and  has  since  served  continuously  as  a member  of 
its  board  of  directors.  His  long  and  continued 
service  to  the  banking  interests  of  the  city  has  made 
him  one  of  the  recognized  authorities  on  financial 
matters  in  Newport,  and  his  counsel  and  advice  are 
often  sought  on  these  subjects.  Like  his  honored  | 
father,  Mr.  Underwood  is  a stalwart  advocate  of  | 
the  principles  of  Jeffersonian  Democracy.  He  has  ' 
never  cared  for  nor  sought  public  office.  | 

On  Jan.  13,  1887,  Mr.  Underwood  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Easton  Bailey, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  | 
Bailey,  of  Middletown,  Rhode  Island. 

Personally  Mr.  Underwood  is  a man  of  quiet, 
unostentatious  manner,  possessed  of  a genial,  af- 
fable nature  and  a courteous  disposition.  These 
traits  of  character  are  inborn  and  consequently 
omnipresent.  Few  men  in  his  position  are  so  ap- 
proachable, and  as  void  of  superfluous  dignity,  and 
whether  in  his  office  or  on  the  street  his  manner  is 
always  the  same.  He  is  charitable  and  benevolent, 
and  always  ready  to  assist  his  less  fortunate  fellow- 
men,  although  always  with  a modest  and  unpreten- 
tious hand.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underwood  are  at- 
tendants of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Mrs.  Under- 
wood being  a member  of  the  church,  to  which  they 
are  liberal  in  their  support.  Mr.  Underwood  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  honored  citizens  of  Newport, 
and  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

LANGWORTHY.  The  Narragansett  country 
was  peopled  in  its  early  settlement  by  a high  type 
of  manhood  and  womanhood,  its  men  and  women 
coming  from  the  best  blood  of  New  England  and 
Old  England.  The  Hopkinses,  of  the  “Mayflower” 
race,  the  Potters  and  Perrys,  the  Stantons  and  the 
Thurstons,  and  the  Clarkes,  Babcocks,  Hazards, 
Hubbards,  Burdicks,  Crandalls  and  Langworthys, 
among  many  others,  produced  a high  type  of  citi- 
zenship, and  from  them  have  descended  some  of 
the  most  learned,  useful  and  renowned  men  of  the 
age.  Here  in  Southern  Rhode  Island  have  continued 
to  live,  largely  in  Westerly  and  the  neighboring 
towns  which  have  come  out  of  that  ancient  town, 
this  old  substantial  Langworthy  family,  of  which 
^his  article  is  to  briefly  treat. 

In  the  genealogy  and  family  history  which  fol- 
lows, the  order  is  chronological,  Roman  numerals 
indicating  generations  from  the  earliest  American 
ancestor  known. 

(I)  Andrew  Langworthy,  of* Newport,  R.  I., 
was  baptized  in  1652,  at  “the  mill.”  He  wa.s  a 
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freeman,  1656.  He  married  Nov.  3,  1658,  Rachel, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Tacy  (Cooper)  Hubbard. 
Mrs.  Langworthy  entered  into  church  relations  in 
1671,  and  in  1674  was  baptized  by  a minister  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Church.  Mr.  Langworthy  united  with 
that  church,  1676.  He  died  in  1680.  He  had  chil- 
dren, .Samuel  and  Andrew. 

(IJ)  Samuel  Langworthy,  of  Newport  and 
Kings  Town,  married  Rachel,  and  both  died  in  1716. 
Mr.  Langworthy  in  1711,  with  others,  purchased 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Narragansett.  His  children 
were:  Ann,  John,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Robert 
and  Mary.  (In  American  Ancestry  it  is  stated  that 
four  of  these  children,  Thomas,  Robert,  Joseph  and 
Mary,  were  the  children  of  Robert  Langworthy, 
who,  it  is  said,  was  born  in  16 — , and  died  in  1690; 
that  he  married  Mary  Brownell  and  was  of  Secon- 
net,  and  died  there).  It  is  assumed  that  these  chil- 
dren were  those  of  Samuel  and  Rachel.  By  a depo- 
sition made  in  1716’ Samuel  Langworthy  is  made  the 
eldest  son  of  Andrew  Langworthy,  formerly  of 
Newport,  and  to  have  died  at  Pettaquamscutt ; and 
according  t0‘  another  deposition  Samuel  Langworthy 
and  his  wife  Rachel  lived  in  Newport  and  died  at 
Pettaquamscutt. 

(II)  Andrew  Langworthy  (2)  was  of  New- 
port, where  he  died  in  1739.  His  children  were: 

, born  Sept.  20,  1707;  Mary,  born  Feb.  27, 

1709;  Joseph,  born  May  10,  1710;  James,  born  April 
II,  1711;  Andrew,  born  in  1713;  and ’Lawrence. 
Of  these  Andrew  and  Lawrence,  it  is  assumed,  were 
the  children  of  Andrew  Langworthy. 

(III)  Thomas  Langworthy,  of  Seconnet  and 
North  Stonington,  son  of  Samuel  or  Robert,  born 
in  1704,  married  Oct.  ii,  1726,  Content,  born  about 
1709,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Howland)  San- 
ford, and  their  six  children  were : Thomas,  Mary, 
Amos,  Anna,  Sanford  and  John.  The  parents 
died,  Mr.  Langworthy  Aug.  25,  1777,  and  Mrs. 
Langworthy  Feb.  16,  1814,  in  the  io6th  year  of  her 
age.  Thomas  Langworthy  purchased  a tract  of 
land  which  lay  partly  in  what  is  now  North  Stoning- 
ton, Conn.,  and  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  to 
which  with  his  family  he  removed  about  1730.  Here 
some  years  later  he  built  a house  which  is  still 
occupied  by  his  descendants. 

(IV)  Amos  Langworthy,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Nov.  12,  1733,  married  Feb.  15,  1758,  Sarah 
(Segar)  Babcock,  daughter  of  John,  of  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.  Mr.  Langworthy  was  a farmer 
of  Hopkinton,  R.  1.  His  children  were : Mary, 
born,  Nov.  28,  1758;  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  29, 
1760;  Anna,  born  Sept.  8,  1761;  Sarah,  born  July 

1763;  Amos,  born  March  2,  1765;  Content, 
born  Jan.  21,  1767;  Thomas,  born  Dec.  17,  1768; 
Mary,  born  Aug.  26,  1770;  Alice,  born  June  26, 
1772;  Elizabeth,  born  March  9,  1774;  John,  born 
Feb.  3,  1776;  John  Babcock,  born  May  5,  1778; 
Amy,  born  June  25,  1780;  and  Sanford,  born  Dec. 
18,  1782. 

(.VI)  Joseph  Langworthy,  son  of  Amos  (2), 


born  March  2,  1765,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  married 
Jan.  21,  1802,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Tacy  (Reynolds)  Witter.  Mr.  Langworthy  was 
a resident  of  Hopkinton,  and  by  trade  and  occupa- 
tion a mason  and  also  a farmer.  His  children  w^ere : 
Amos,  born  Jan.  6,  1803  ; Josiah  W.,  born  June  24, 
1804;  Joseph, 'born  Feb.  19,  1806;  Lois  Ann,  born 
Dec.  16,  1807;  and  Susan,  born  Dec.  8,  1810. 

(VI)  Capt.  Amos  Langworthy,  son  of  Amos 
(2),  born  Jan.  6,  1803,  married  Nov.  i,  1832, 
Eunice,  daughter  of  Elias, Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Browm- 
ing)  Lewis,  of  Hopkinton.  Capt.  Langworthy,  like 
his  father  before  him,  was  a mason  and  also  a 
farmer,  residing  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I. 
He  was  for  some  years  a captain  in  the  State  militia. 
Among  his  children  were  Charles  H.,  born  June 
17,  1836,  and  Deacon  Alfred  Amos,  born  April  23, 
1841,  both  residents  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I. 

(VT)  Joseph  Langworthy,  son  of  Amos  (2), 
born  Feb.  19,  1806,  married  in  1841,  Matilda,  born 
May  27,  1801,  daughter  of  William  and  Betsey 
Tanner,  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  Mr.  Langworthy  had 
only  such  educational  advantages  as  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  general  rural  resident  of  that  day  and  locality, 
which  w'_ere  limited.  He  was  of  a mechanical  turn 
of  mind,  his  tastes  being  rather  decided  in  that 
direction.  His  boyhood  w'as  passed  on  his  father’s 
farm.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  was  bound 
out  as  an  apprentice  to  the  machinist’s  trade  to 
Messrs.  Nichols  & Thayer,  manufacturers  of  cotton 
machinery  at  Hope  Valley.  He  was  apt  to  learn, 
and  rose  rapidly,  soon  being  made  foreman  of  the 
shop.  In  1835,  associated  with  his  brother.  Air. 
Langworthy  purchased  the  Thayer  interest  in  the 
business  of  his  employers,  and  the  firm  from  that 
time  became  Nichols  & Langworthy,  and  as  such 
covered  a period  of  fifty  years.  Through  his  ability, , 
care  and  close  application  to  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  concern  it  steadily  grew,  its  owner 
prospering  as  the  product  of  the  works  gained  a 
deserved  reputation.  Mr.  Langworthy  was  a man 
of  sterling  integrity  and  character,  and  commanded 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community.  He  was 
of  a quiet  disposition  and  passed  along  life’s  journey 
doing  much  good.  His  untiring  industry  and  fru- 
gality were  proverbial.  He  was  genial  and  kind- 
hearted.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  and 
honored  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church  of  Hopkinton.  One  child  only  ;was  born 
to  them,  namely : Susan  E.,  who  died  Sept.  25, 
1849,  l^he  sixth  year  of  her  age.  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy died  Dec.  27,  1884. 

(VT)  Josiah  W.  Langw'orthy,  son  of  Amos  (2) 
and  brother  of  Joseph,  born  June  24,  1804,  in  Hop- 
kinton, on  the  old  Langworthy'  estate,  which  had 
been  in  the  family  since  the  days  of  Thomas  Lang- 
worthy, his  great-great-grandfather,  here  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  here  he  obtained 
limited  school  privileges,  but  made  good  use 
of  wdiat  advantages  fell  to  his  lot,  and  by  self 
reading  and  study  became  well  equipped  for  useful 
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and  Hitelligent  citizenship.  In  1835  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy, associated  with  his  younger  brother, 
Joseph,  formed  a partnership  with  their  brother- 
in-law,  the  late  Gardner  Nichols  of  the  firm  of 
Nichols  & Thayer,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  machinery  as  outlined  in  the  sketch  of 
Joseph  Langworthy.  This  was  his  occupation 
through  the  remainder  of  his  life,  the  brothers 
through  their  straightforward  course  in  business 
and  citizenship  establishing  a good  reputation  for 
themselves  and  business  and  prospering.  They 
built  up  one  of  the  leading  industries  in  their  county. 
Both  were  most  excellent  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zens. Josiah  was  often  called  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men to  trusts  of  responsibility  and  honor,  the  duties 
of  which  were  always  discharged  with  characteristic 
promptness  and  fidelity.  In  1843  represented 
his  people  in  the  State  Senate.  When  a young  man 
he  identified  himself  with  the  church  of  his  fore- 
fathers— the  Seventh  Day  Baptist — and  remained 
faithful  and  useful  in  it  to  the  end,  ever  taking  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  its  affairs.  He  believed 
in  so  living  and  working  that  society  might  be  ele- 
vated. He  was  a strong  temperance  man  and  also 
an  opponent  to  human  slavery. 

On  Nov.  4,  1848,  Mr.  Langworthy  was  married 
to  Nancy  Witter,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Dorcas 
(Lawton)  Witter.  Five  children  were  born  to  the 
marriage.  Josiah  Langworthy  died  suddenly  of 
apoplexy  at  his  home  in  Hope  Valley,  March  3, 
1855.  His  widow  passed  away  Dec.  30,  1884. 

(V)  Sanford  Langworthy,  son  of  Amos,  born 
Dec.  18,  1782,  married  Dec.  ii,  1817,  Margaret, 
daughter  of  John  Burtus  and  JMary  (Rierson)  Mor- 
rell, of  New  York,  and  their  children  were;  Cather- 
ine Elizabeth,  born  July  31,  1823;  Mary  Catherine, 
born  Oct.  31  1826;  John  Sanford,  born  April  2, 
1833 ; Thomas  Sanford,  born  Aug.  19,  1837 ; 
Edmund  Rawson,  born,  July  28,  1840;  Margaret 
Alice,  born  Nov.  28,  1844;  and  John  Morrell,  born 
Feb.  20,  1848.  Sanford  Langworthy  was  first  a 
farmer  of  his  native  town,  Hopkinton.  He  was 
later  a merchant  in  New  York  City.  He  died  in 
Hopkinton,  March  20,  1869.  His  widow  passed 
away  Sept.  15,  1871,  aged  seventy  years. 

(VI)  Edmund  Rawson  Langworthy,  son  of 
Sanford,  born  July  28,  1840,  married  (first)  April 
23,  1869,  Annie  A.,  daughter  of  James  R.  and  Tacy 
Emeline  (Kenyon)  Edwards.  After  her  death  he 
married  (second)  June  4,  1888,  Celia  F.,  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Ruth  (Bates)  Austin.  One  child, 
Edmund  L.,  was  born  to  the  first  marriage. 

(V)  Capt.  Benjamin  Langworthy,  son  of 
Amos,  born  Feb.  39,  1760,  married  (first)  March 
18,  1779,  Eleanor  Kenyon,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Kenyon,  and  their  children  were:  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  16,  1780;  John  Davis,  born  July  10,  1782; 
Eleanor,  born  Oct.  18,  1786;  and  Amos,  born  Feb. 
12,  1789.  Captain  Langworthy  was  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  day  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  He  was  a good  practical  farmer,  was 


active  in  local  public  affairs,  and  was  an  all  round 
good  citizen.  He  was  active  in  military  affairs. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Langworthy,  son  of  Capt. 
Benjamin,  born  Aug.  16,  1780,  married  Elizabeth 
Bentley,  of  Westerly,  born  May  29,  1780,  and  the  ■ 
union  was  blessed  with  children,  as  follows:  Benja- 
min B.,  born  July  i,  1804 ; Elizabeth ; Lewis ; George 
W. ; Albert  B. ; Olivet ; Nelson  ; and  Clark. 

(VII)  Benjamin  B.  Langworthy,  son  of 
Benjamin,  born  July  i,  1804,  married  March  28, 
1830,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Waity  (Peck- 
ham)  Langworthy,  and  one  child  only  was  born  to 
them,  Benjamin  Peckham,  born  June  23,  1832. 
Benjamin  B.  Langworthy  resided  in  Hopkinton, 
and  in  about  1834  removed  to  Westerly,  and  after 
his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  24,  1835,  the  widow 
and  son  removed  to  the  maternal  homestead. 

(VIII)  Benjamin  Peckham  Langworthy,  son 
of  Benjamin  B.,  born  June  23,  1832,  in  Hopkinton, 
married  April  10,  i860,  Sarah  F.,  daughter  of 
Alfred  Clark,  of  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  two  | 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely : Mary  Altana,  i 
born  Feb.  i,  1868,  married  Feb.  13,  1889,  John  A. 
Slocum;  and  Thomas  Alfred,  born  March  5,  1872, 
died  March  13,  1872.  Mr.  Langworthy  was  reared 
to  habits  of  industry  and  frugality.  He  had  good 
educational  privileges,  attending  first,  through  the 
winters,  the  neighborhood  district  schools,  and  assist- 
ing with  the  farm  work  in  season.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  Nathan  Lewis  School  at  Hope  Valley. 

Still  later  he  attended  school  at  DeRuyter,  N.  Y. 
After  this  he  returned  to  the  farm.  Subsequently 
he  again  went  to  the  school  at  DeRuyter  and  pre-  . 
pared  himself  for  teaching.  He  was  musically  in- 
clined, and  became  proficient  in  vocal  music.  He 
engaged  in  school  teaching  and  for  seventeen  con- 
secutive sessions  followed  the  profession  with  suc- 
cess. He  finally  settled  down  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  has  made  a most  practical  and  successful 
farmer.  j 

Mr.  Langworthy’s  political  affiliations  have  been  | 
with  the  Republican  party  though  he  has  not  been  j 

ambitious  for  public  preferment,  having  been  con-  | 

tent  to  serve  his  community  as  a good  citizen, 
accepting  at  times  such  trusts  as  came  to  him.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  town  board  of  assessors 
of  Hopkinton,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  one  of  the 
school  committee.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  a most 
efficient  superintendent  of  the  public  schools.  He  j 

has  also  served  as  a member  of  the  town  council.  ! 

For  a dozen  or  more  years  he  was  one  of  the  direc-  j 

tors  of  the  Ashaway  National  Bank,  and  for  much  | 

of  that  period  its  vice-president.  Mr.  Langworthy’s  | 

religious  connections  are  with  the  Seventh  Day  • j 
Baptist  Church,  of  Hopkinton,  with  which  he  has  | 

been  connected  since  early  manhood.  For  perhaps 
forty  and  more  years  he  has  been  clerk  of  that  ' 

church,  and  for  many  years  a deacon,  ordained  Feb.  | 

27,  1859,  and  financial  agent  and  one  of  the  board  , 

of  church  managers  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  | 

Missionary  Society,  and  as  well  one  of  the  finance  j 

committee.  1 
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(VII)  Deacon  Oliver  Langworthy,  son  of 
Benjamin,  born  Jan.  23,  1817,  in  Westerly,  mar- 
ried Sept.  22,  1844,  Phebe,  daughter  of  John 
Davis  Langworthy,  of  Hopkinton,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  George  N.  and  John  D.  Langworthy. 

When  eight  years  of  age  young  Langworthy 
removed  with  his  father’s  family  to  Hopkinton, 
which  was  ever  afterward*  his  home.  Until  in  his 
twenty-third  year  Mr.  Langworthy  remained  on 
the  home  farm,  alternating  in  its  work  and  at  school. 
At  twenty-two  he  began  employment  in  a woolen 
mill  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  passed  several 
years  at  the  loom.  Desirous  to  enter  the  manufactur- 
ing business  on  his  own  account  he  in  company  with 
others  engaged  in  business  under  the  name  of 
Brown  & Co.,  operating  a mill  at  Ashaway.  This 
arrangement  continued  for  some  seven  years,  after 
which  for  five  years  Mr.  Langworthy  conducted  a 
mill  at  Burdickville,  for  a time  associated  with  a 
partner  and  subsequently  alone.  In  the  meantime 
Mr.  Langworthy  had  established  a store  at  Ashaway 
in  Hopkinton,  which  was  managed  during  his  own 
career  as  a manufacturer  by  his  agent.  Subse- 
quently he  himself  gave  the  mercantile  business  his 
personal  attention.  He  was  possessed  of  good 
judgment  and  business  ability  which  with  the  care 
he  gave  to  his  interests  brought  him  success  and 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Langworthy  was  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive and  took  great  interest  in  all  public  matters 
affecting  his  town  and  community.  He  was  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  firmly  believing 
in  its  principles.  He  very  intelligently  and  with 
the  fidelity  characteristic  of  the  Langworthy  name 
represented  his  town  for  two  terms  in  the  State 
Senate.  His  religious  connections  were  with  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hopkinton,  and  he 
served  that  church  for  several  years  as  its  treasurer. 
He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Ashaway  National  Bank. 

(HI)  Samuel  Langworthy  (2),  of  Hopkinton, 
perhaps  son  of  Samuel,  born  not  far  from  1708, 
married  Mary,  and  their  children  of  Hopkinton, 
record  were:  Mary,  born  May  ii,  1739;  Elizabeth, 
May  31,  1741 ; Rachel,  June  8,  1743;  Samuel,  Nov. 
27,  1745;  Tacy,  Nov.  20,  1747;  Joseph,  Feb.  6, 
1749;  and  Hannah,  June  21,  1752. 

(IV)  Samuel  Langworthy  (3),  son  of  Samuel 
(2),  born  Nov.  27,  1745,  married  Jan.  24,  1771, 
Mary  Saunders,  born  Sept.  20,  1752,  daughter  of 
Tobias  Saunders,  of  Charlestown,  R.  L,  and  their 
children  of  Hopkinton  record  were : Samuel,  born 
Sept.  II,  1771;  Tacy,  July  i,  1773;  Peleg,  Oct.  7, 
1775;  Nathan,  Nov.  29,  1777;  Saundice,  Dec.  16, 
1779;  Hannah,  Feb.  19,  1782;  and  Robert,  March 

14,  1784. 

(V)  Robert  Langworthy,  son  of  Samuel  (3), 
born  March  14,  1784,  married  Lois  Sisson,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Sisson.  Their  children  were : Robert 
Henry,  and  William  A.,  both  mentioned  farther  on ; 


Louisa,  who  married  Nathan  K.  Lewis,  and  died  in 
Hopkinton,  leaving  two  children,  Wayland  Wel- 
come (of  Hopkinton)  and  Eugenia  (now  Mrs. 
George  H.  Babcock,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.)  ; Rhoda 
Ann,  .who  married  Joseph  H.  Potter,  and  died  in 
Westerly,  the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom 
only  one,  Amelia,  survives ; Harriett  Amanda,  un- 
married, and  who  resides  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  I.;  and 
Abbie  Sisson,  who  died  unmarried. 

^ (VI)  Robert  Henry  Langworthy,  son  of 
Robert,  born  Oct.  12,  1819,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L, 
married  in  1848,  Jeannette  Potter,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Susan  (Prosser)  Potter.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Ada  Langworthy,  born  March  10,  1850, 
who  married  Sept.  12,  1876,  George  Noyes  Bur- 
dick, of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  has  a son,  Henry 
Langworthy,  born  Dec.  29,  1879,  who  prepared  for 
college  at  Hopkinton  and  Westerly,  attended  Brown 
University  a while,  later  graduated  in  June,  1903, 
at  Amherst,  and  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1906, 
Harvard  Law  School ; he  is  a member  of  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity. 

Robert  Henry  Langworthy,  early  in  life  dis- 
played a desire  for  an  education,  and  availed  him- 
self of  the  best  opportunities  afforded  at  that  time. 
In  1843  with  his  brother  William  A.,  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  Peleg  Clarke  at  Westerly  as 
architects  and  builders.  This  partnership  proving 
unprofitable  was  discontinued  after  a short  time. 
Later  he  and  his  brother  founded  the  firm  of  W. 
& H.  Langworthy  in  about  1845,  and  from  which 
date  until  his  death,  Feb.  12,  1880,  the  firm  con- 
tinued with  increasing  prosperity  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years.  This  firm  was  the  representative 
one  in  its  line  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  many 
of  the  prominent  buildings  of  Westerly,  stand  as 
monuments  to  their  skill  and  success  as  builders. 
These  brothers  had  various  and  extensive  business 
interests,  including  manufacturing  and  other  enter- 
prises. 

Robert  Henry  Langworthy  was  a man  of  sound 
judgment,  and  was  upright,  honorable,  and  courte- 
ous in  his  every  business  transaction.  He  was 
modest  and  unassuming  and  he  enjoyed  the  most 
profound  respect  and  high  esteem  of  all.  He  found 
great  pleasure  in  his  home  and  in  the  company  of 
his  family,  upon  whom  he  lavished  a most  zealous 
affection.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Langworthy  the 
business  was  successfully  continued  by  his  son-in- 
law,  George^ N.  Burdick,  until  about  1892  or  ’93, 
who  in  the  meantime  had  been  a partner  of  R.  A.’ 
Sherman  in  the  firm  of  Sherman  & Burdick,  of 
Westerly.  Mr.  Burdick  is  now  retired  from  busi- 
ness. Mrs.  Burdick  is  member  of  Phebe  Greene 
Ward  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

(VI)  William  A.  Langworthy,  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  brother  of  Robert  Henry,  born  Nov.  7, 
1821,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  married  May  23,  1847, 
Julia,  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Prosser) 
Potter,  of  Potter  Hill,  and  descendant  of  that  anci- 
ent and  distinguished  Potter  family  of  Rhode 
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promptly  served.  He  always  kept  a supply  of  dry 
stockings  and  boots  for  those  whose  work  was  the 
most  onerous.  Mr.  Greene  was  a typical  old  New- 
port resident,  fond  of  his  native  city,  fully  ac- 
quainted with  its  history,  traditions  and  folk-lore, 
and  was  always  ready  to  give  others  the  benefit  of 
his  valuable  personal  reminiscences.  In  the  fifties 
Mr.  Greene  was  an  ardent  and  popular  fireman,  and 
in  1856-57  was  foreman  of  Hand  Engine  Company 
No.  I.  He  represented  the  Fourth  ward  in  the  com- 
mon council  from  1868  to  1873  again  in  1875, 
having  been  elected  on  the  ticket  of  the  Republican 
party,  to  whose  principles  he  was  a strict  adherent. 
Fraternally  he  was  connected  with  Rhode  Island 
Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  attended  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  to  which  he  gave  his  support. 

Mr.  Greene  was  married  Dec.  15,  1850,  to  Abby 
M.  Clarke,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Susan  B. 
(Clarke)  Clarke,  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  children:  (i)  James  Allen,  born  Sept. 
13,  1853,  succeeded  his  father  as  superintendent  of 
the  Arctic  Ice  Company.  He  married  (first)  Emily 
O.  Stoddard,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  daugh- 
ter, Katherine  Osborne,  who  married  John  H.  Oxx, 
of  Middletown.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Fran- 
ces Hazard.  (2)  John  Herman,  Jr.,  born  June  2, 
1855,  is  foreman  for  the  Arctic  Ice  Company.  He 
married  Hannah  F.  Powers,  of  Newport.  (3) 
Susan  Clarke,  (4)  Augusta  Swink,  and  (5)  Sarah 
Clarke,  are  unmarried,  and  reside  at  home  with 
their  widowed  mother. 

John  H.  Greene  passed  away  at  his  home  in 
Newport,  Jan.  25,  1906,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  his  death  the  city  lost  one  of  its 
substantial  and  successful  business  men,  and  a man 
who  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  his  long  life  had  been  spent. 

HUMPHREYS.  Through  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  century,  the  nineteenth,  there  figured  promi- 
nently at  Providence  in  the  business  of  catering  and 
kindred  lines  Thomas  G.  and  Lewis  Howard  Hum- 
phreys, father  and  son,  the  latter  of  whom  as  a 
genial,  popular  landlord,  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited,  will  be  remembered  in  connection  with  the 
commodious  and  elegant  “Narragansett,”  at  the 
time  of  its  erection  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
hotels  in  this  country,  and  an  enterprise  in  which 
he  was  largely  interested  in  bringing  about ; and  as 
well  will  his  name  be  long  linked  with  the  popular 
summer  resort  of  Rocky  Point,  to  the  developing 
of  which  in  its  early  stages  he  did  so  much. 

Barrington  has  been  the  continuous  home  of 
this  branch  of  the  Humphrey  (Humphreys)  family 
since  1699,  and  Rehoboth  and  that  region  of  country 
since  approximately  a generation  later.  Samuel 
Humphrey,  the  Barrington  settler,  sprang  from 
Jonas  Humphrey,  the  emigrant  settler  at  Dorches- 
ter, 1637,  from  whom  has  come  an  honored  and 
useful  people.  The  name  appears  frequently  of 
record  in  high  public  office,  and  useful  citizenship. 


Samuel  Humphrey  was  town  clerk,  and  treas- 
urer of  Barrington  for  many  years;  and  Josiah 
Humphrey  filled  the  office  of  town  clerk 
much  of  the  time  from  1726  to  1746;  Maj.  Josiah 
Humphrey,  for  many  years  just  prior  to,  during 
and  after  the  Revolution,  occupied  a seat  in  the 
General  Assembly,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Hon.  Josiah,  who  likewise  for  many  years  repre- 
sented his  town  in  that  body ; Josiah  Humphrey  was 
moderator  of  town  meetings  for  a number  of  years ; 
and  in  later  generations,  Hon.  Emerson  and  Hon. 
John  B.  Humphrey,  father  and  son,  were  honored 
with  seats  in  the  State  Senate,  and  as  well  often 
served  their  town  in  other  official  relations,  Emer- 
son Humphrey  being  a member  of  the  Convention 
in  1841  to  frame  a State  Constitution.  The  name 
in  Barrington,  and  as  well  in  Rehoboth  and  Swan- 
sea, was  frequent  on  the  list  of  patriots  during  the 
Revolution ; Major  William  Humphrey  of  Rehoboth, 
afterward  a member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, was  a prominent  character  in  the  war;  Maj. 
Josiah  Humphrey  took  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  the  legislation  of  that  period.  While  the 
latter’s  son  and  Amos,  Elkanah,  James,  Capt.  John, 
Samuel  and  Nathaniel  Humphrey  served  in  the  war. 
Some  of  the  posterity  of  these  men  and  the  same 
race  are  yet  active  in  the  social  and  business  life  of 
Providence  and  vicinity. 

(I)  Jonas  Humphrey,  a tanner  of  Wendon, 
Buckinghamshire,  England,  where  he  had  been  a 
constable,  came  to  this  country  and  was  at  Dorches- 
ter, Mass.,  as  early  as  1637.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Church  there  in  1639,  as  was  also  his  wife  Fran- 
ces. He  was  a freeman  May  13,  1640,  and  a proprie- 
tor. His  daughter,  Sarah,  was  buried  in  September, 
1638.  His  wife  died,  and  he  married  (second) 
Jane  (Clap),  widow  of  George  Weeks.  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey died  March  19,  1661-62,  and  in  his  will 
which  was  probated  April  17th,  the  same  year,  are 
mentioned  his  children,  James,  Jonas  and  Susanna, 
who  was  then  the  wife  of  Nicholas  White.  His 
widow,  Jane,  died  “2,  6,  1668.”  It  is  said  that 
some  six  generations  of  the  family  occupied  the  old 
tan  yard. 

(H)  Jonas  Humphrey  (2),  son  of  Jonas,  born 
in  1620,  in  England,  says  Savage,  was  of  Wey- 
mouth, and  by  his  wife,  Martha,  had  Jonas,  born  in 
January  or  February,  1656;  John,  Aug.  31,  1658; 
Sarah,  May  16,  1661 ; and  James,  Sept.  16,  1665, 
besides  several  born  before  records  of  birth  in  the 
town  began,  among  them  Samuel  and  Nathaniel. 

(HI)  Samuel  Humphrey,  son  of  Jonas  (2), 
born  in  1649,  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  married  Tor- 
rey,  born  Feb.  14,  1657,  daughter  of  James  and 
Ann  (Elatch)  Torrey,  of  Scituate.  Mr.  Humphrey 
with  his  family,  removed  in  1699  to  Barrington, 
R.  I.  Fie  was  town  treasurer  and  clerk  of  Bar- 
rington in  1718,  1719,  1720,  1721  and  1722.  His 
children,  all  born  in  Weymouth,  were:  Sarah,  born 
April  27,  1679;  Samuel,  Dec.  23,  1681;  John,  Feb. 
19,  1683;  Josiah,  Dec.  9,  1686;  James,  Oct.  21, 
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1689;  Martha,  Feb.  i,  1692;  Mary,  Jan.  30,  1693; 
and  Jonas. 

(IV)  Josiah  Humphrey,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Dec.  9,  1686,  in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  married  Hannah, 
and  lived  in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  in 

1751.  His  children,  all  born  in  Barrington,  R.  I., 
were:  Josiah,  born  Oct.  12,  1717;  Samuel,  Dec.  24, 
1719;  Hannah,  June  2,  1721;  Nathaniel,  Nov.  24, 
1724,  Mary,  July  7,  1729;  Sarah,  July  ii,  1731; 
Nathaniel  (2),  Nov.  26,  173 — ; and  Ruth,  March  i, 
1737* 

(V)  Josiah  Humphrey  (2),  son  of  Josiah,  born 
Oct.  12,  1717,  in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  married  Jan.  12, 
1737,  Abijah  Brown,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza- 
beth (Flunt)  Brown,  and  their  children  were : 
Elkanah,  born  Feb.  18,  1738;  Rachel,  born  April 
16,  1742;  Lillis,  born  May  7,  1745;  and  Josiah,  in 

1752.  Major  Josiah  Humphrey  held  such  title  in 
the  military  prior  to  the  Revolution.  On  March 
21,  1774,  he  was  chosen  by  the  town  one  of  a com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  “to  attend  to  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  liberties  of  America.”  He  represented 
Barrington  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1771-78, 
1785-6,  and  1790. 

(VI)  Josiah  Humphrey  (3),  son  of  Josiah 
(2),  married  April  30,  1775,  Rachel  Brown,  of 
Barrington,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were:  Polly 
(Mary),  born  July  12,  1776,  wife  of  Thomas  How- 
ard; Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  20,  1777,  wife  of  John 
Martin,  of  Rehoboth ; William,  born  Sept.  5,  1779, 
died  Feb.  28,  1815;  Olive,'' born  April  5,  1781,  wife 
of  Jeremiah  Short;  Rebecca,  Sept.  17,  1783,  died 
Feb.  14,  1807;  and  Amasa,  Nov.  13,  1791.  In  his 
will  Josiah  Humphrey  mentions  his  son  Amasa, 
and  daughters,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Olive,  and 
grandchildren,  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (children  of 
William  deceased),  and  Samuel.  It  was  probably 
this  “Josiah  Humphrey,  Jr.,”  who  served  at  various 
times  in  the  Revolution,  as  corporal  and  sergeant; 
and  who  represented  Barrington  in  the  General 
Assembly,  in  1791,  1792,  1793,  1794  and  1799,  and 
again  in  1800,  1801,  1802,  1803,  1804,  1806,  1822 
and  1823,  and  who  died  March  20,  1829,  aged 
seventy-seven  years. 

(VII)  William  Humphreys,  born  Sept.  5,  1779, 
son  of  Josiah  (3),  died  Feb.  28,  1815,  and  his  will, 
dated  in  1815,  and  witnessed  by  William  Holdredge, 
Elisha  Smith  and  Bela  Jacobs,  was  admitted  to  pro- 
bate April  I,  1815,  in  Cranston,  Providence  county 
(Book  No.  2,  Record  Court  of  Probate,  pp.  241- 
242).  This  will  bequeaths  all  his  property,  real 
and  personal,  to  his  wife  Abigal,  during  her  natural 
life,  and  she  is  made  sole  executrix.  At  her  death 
such  property  as  remains  is  to  be  divided  between 
his  children,  Thomas  G.  and  Rebecca.  William 
Humphreys  lived  next  to  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
Pawtuxet,  and  was  a member  of  that  church.  He 
was  buried  there. 

(VIII)  Thomas  G.  Humphreys,  son  of  Wil- 
liam, it  has  been  said,  was  the  first  person  to  engage 
in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  city 


of  Providence.  He  established  a business  in  this 
and  the  catering  line  and  gained  note  as  a caterer. 
On  Sept.  30,  1822,  he  married  Abby  Eddy,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  four 
sons  and  five  daughters : William,  Charles,  Lewis 
Howard,  James  E.,  Rebecca,  Abby,  Lizzie,  Eunice 
and  Eleanor.  Mr.  Humphreys  held  the  confidence, 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  community.  His  death 
occurred  at  Providence  Feb.  23,  1852,  when  aged 
fifty  years.  Mrs.  Humphreys  died  Jan.  2,  1880, 
aged  seventy-nine  years. 

(IX)  Lewis  Howard  Humphreys  was  born 
Oct.  29,  1833,  in  Providence,  where  he  passed  his 
boyhood  attending  the  public  and  high  schools. 
Subsequently  for  a period  he  was  employed  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  With  a view  of  following  the 
line  of  business  of  his  father,  and  desiring  a thor- 
ough preparation  for  it  he  went  to  New  York  in 
1850,  and  for  two  years  was  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  Thompson  & Son  of  that  city.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  in  February,  1852,  he  returned 
to  Providence  to  take  charge  of  the  business  estab- 
lished by  him.  Two  years  later,  in  1854,  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys associated  with  him  Mr.  H.  C.  Burgess, 
establishing  the  firm  of  L.  H.  Humphreys  & Co., 
caterers.  These  gentlemen  carried  on  business  to- 
gether until  1862,  at  the  corner  now  occupied  by 
the  “Dorrance  Hotel,”  and  in  addition  to  their 
catering  business  kept  a restaurant  and  ice  cream 
saloon  for  ladies.  In  the  meantime  for  four  months 
in  1861,  Mr.  Humphreys,  during  his  partnership 
with  Mr.  Burgess,  was  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  as 
a partner  with  William  S.  Hayward  in  the  Rhode 
island  Bakery,  engaged  extensively  in  supplying 
sutlers  for  the  army.  Following  a successful  period 
of  business  relations  with  Mr.  Burgess,  during 
which  the  firm  of  L.  H.  Humphreys  & Co.  pros- 
pered and  became  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Humphreys  equipped 
and  opened  an  elegant  restaurant  and  saloon  for 
ladies  on  Westminster  street,  corner  of  Clemence ; 
this  he  sold  two  years  later,  but  continued  in  the 
same  line  of  business  until  1877. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Humphreys  supplied 
rations  for  all  the  Rhode  Island  troops  in  the  Na- 
tional and  State  service  while  they  were  in  the 
State.  During  the  seasons  of  1865,  1866  and  1867, 
and  from  1870  to  1877,  he  was  the  proprietor  of 
Rocky  Point,  which  through  his  energy  and  enter- 
prise he  made  a most  popular  summer  resort, 
establishing  there  daily  the  clam  bakes  for  which 
Rhode  Island  was  famous.  He  was  proprietor  there 
of  an  extensive  and  elegant  hotel,  and  made  the 
place  so  popular  that  it  was  visited  by  large  ex- 
cursion parties  from  all  over  New  England,  num- 
bering at  times  20,000  people.  Mr.  Humphreys 
seemed  not  content  unless  fully  occupied,  for  while 
he  was  so  busily  engaged  as  above  indicated,  he 
was  proprietor  from  Sept,  i,  1869,  to  Sept,  i,  1877, 
of  the  “City  Hotel”  at  Providence,  during  which 
period  it  was  regarded  as  the  best  hostelry  in  the 
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city,  and  was  widely  known.  From  April  15,  1878, 
to  March  i,  1881,  Mr.  Humphreys  was  proprietor 
and  landlord  of  the  "Narragansett  Hotel,”  at  Provi- 
dence. This  building,  at  the  time  of  its  erection, 
was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  magnificent  hotels 
in  the  United  States^  and  under  IMr.  Humphreys’ 
management  was  one  of  the  most  popular.  The 
“Narragansett”  was  built  at  a cost  of  a million 
dollars.  Mr.  Humphreys  was  a member  of  the 
building  committee.  Work  on  the  building  was 
begun  m 1873,  and  the  hotel  opened  by  Mr.  Flum- 
phreys  April  15,  1878.  On  May  i,  1881,  he  leased 
the  “Hotel  Dorrance”  for  three  years,  and  himself 
ran  it  for  a year  and  a half,  when  he  returned  to 
the  “Narragansett,”  operating  the  "Dorrance”  for 
the  remaining  period  of  the  lease,  and  he  controlled 
both  hotels.  He  remained  in  charge  of  the  "Narra- 
gansett Hotel’’  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Humphreys  was  a very  prominent  and 
popular  member  of  the  Hotel  Alen's  Mutual  Benefit 
Association,  being  vice-president  for  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  order,  and  the 
year  of  his  death  he  was  urged  by  his  friends  in  the 
association  to  take  its  presidency.  At  the  time  of 
the  convention  of  this  association  in  Boston  some 
years  prior  to  his  death,  Mr.  Humphreys  entertained 
the  delegates  in  Providence  for  a clay,  Alay  14, 
1890,  as  his  guests.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows,  and  was  a member 
of  the  Pomham  and  Sciuantum  Clubs,  and  the  Provi- 
dence Athletic  Association.  In  the  early  days  of 
the  volunteer  fire  department,  he  ran  with  the  ma- 
chine as  a member  of  Union  3 on  Page  street,  and 
was  a member  of  the  \ eteran  Firemen’s  Association* 
In  his  younger  days  he  was  in  the  First  Light  In- 
fantry Regiment,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Provi- 
dence Light  Infantry  Veteran  Association  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  While  cjuiet  and  unassuming- 
in  his  manners,  by  his  many  good  qualities  Mr. 
Humphreys  gained  a multitucle  of  friends  to  whom 
his  death  was  a severe  loss.  He  was  a man  of  kind 
heart  and  broad  charity,*  and  his  high  character 
and  well-known  integrity  caused  him  to  be  trusted 
in  every  relation  of  life ; in  his  home  he  was  wise 
and  tender,  and  in  civil  life  a most  exemplary  citi- 
zen. He  died  at  the  "Narragansett  Hotel,”  in 
Providence,  May  25,  1897. 

On  Jan.  ii,  1855,  Air.  Humphreys  was  married 
to  Harriet  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  D.  and 
Harriet  T.  (Booth)  Davis,  of  Providence,  R.  1. 
To  this  marriage  came  one  child,  Felicie,  who,  on 
April  15,  1884,  became  the  wife  of  Air.  Edwin  F. 
Bart,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

JOHN  MURRAY  BUFFINTON.  The  name 
Buffinton  was  not  a common  one  nor  the  family  a 
numerous  one  in  early  New  England,  yet  a record 
of  it  here  reaches  back  some  two  hundred  and  more 
years,  and  to  the  old  historic  town  of  Salem,  Mass., 
where  lived  Thomas  Buffinton  (or  Buffington), 
who,  however,  spelled  his  name  Bovanton.  He 


married  there  Dec.  30,  1671,  Sarah  Southwick,  and 
had  Thomas,  born  Alarch  i,  1673;  Benjamin,  born 
July  24,  1675;  and  Abigail,  born  July  25,  1699.  Of 
these  Thomas  married  Feb.  28,  1699^  Hannah  Ross, 
and  had  several  children,  whose  names  were  not 
found  by  Savage  in  his  research.  Benjamin  also 
married  and  had  Benjamin,  born  May  4,  1699;  and 
two  others. 

Along  in  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury there  is  found  the  Buffinton  name  and  family 
in  the  town  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  of  the  same 
Christian  names  as  at  Salem,  indicating  a possible 
connection  between  the  families  of  the  two  points. 
The  Swansea  Buffintons  (here  so  spelled)  were 
Friends,  and  the  vital  records  of  that  Society  pro- 
claim that  Benjamin  Buffinton,  born  9th  of  2d 
month,  1701,  died  9th  of  4th  month,  1760,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Friends  yard  at  Swansea,  and  that 
his  wife  Isabel,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Chace,  born  6th  of  5th  month,  1705,  at  Swansea, 
died  6th  of  4th  month,  1791,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Friends  yard  at  Swansea.  There  follows  the  record 
of  their  children,  who  were;  Benjamin,  born  7th 
of  9th  month,  1737;  Moses,  born  8th  of  3d  month, 
1741;  Stephen,  born  25th  of  nth  month,  1743; 
Elizabeth,  born  21st  of  6th  month,  1746;  and  Han- 
nah, born  30th  of  5th  month,  1749. 

The  head  of  another  early  Buffinton  family 
and  one  contemporaneous  with  that  just  named 
was  Jonathan  Buffinton,  who  was  a son  of  Benja- 
min and  Hannah,  and  was  married  12th  of  2d 
month,  1735,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  James  and  Alar- 
tha  Luther,  all  being  then  of  Swansea.  And  from 
this  source  spring  many  now  of  the  name  through 
this  region  of  country  both  in  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  posterity  of  the  families  just 
named  being  largely  in  Swansea  and  neighboring 
Alassachusetts  towns. 

Swansea  was  the  birthplace  and  early  home  of 
the  forefathers  of  John  Alurray  Buffinton,  whose 
name  introduces  this  article.  Benjamin  Buffinton, 
his  grandfather,  was  a farmer  of  that  town.  He 
was  married  likely  in  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  as  his  mar- 
riage is  of  record  there  as  having  occurred  Aug.  i, 
1799,  to  Alary  Alaker  (likely  Alason),  she  being  at 
the  time  of  Attleboro,  Alass.  Their  children  were : 
Benjamin,  Wilson,  Nancy,  John  Allen,  Luther,  Da- 
vid, Alary  Ann  and  Hiram. 

John  Allen  Buffinton,  son  of  Benjamin,  and 
the  father  of  John  Murray  Buffinton,  was  born  in 
1810,  in  the  town  of  Swansea,  Alass.,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  learned  the  mason’s  trade 
and  followed  it  as  an  occupation,  working  in  Prov- 
idence, Newport  and  Fall  River.  Later  in  life  he 
became  for  some  years  a resident  of  the  town  of 
Alilford,  Alass.,  where  he  resided  until  1857,  when 
he  removed  to  South  Rehoboth,  Alass.  In  the  latter 
place  he  carried  on  farming  on  the  Bosworth  home- 
stead. He  had  married  Ann  Eliza  Winsor  Cousin 
Bosworth,  horn  Aug.  27,  1815,  in  Smithfield,  R.  L, 
daughter  of  Peleg  Bosworth  (2)  and  his  wife  Su- 
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sanna  (Rounds)  and  to  them  came  children  as  fol- 
lows: John  Alurray,  who  died  in  infancy;  John 
Murray  (2),  born  April  i,  1839;  Frank,  born  Feb. 
9,  1841;  Dunbar  Harris;  Walter  Smith;  and  Allen 
Mason.  The  parents  of  these  died,  Air.  Buffinton, 
Aug.  22,  1893,  and  Airs.  Buffinton  on  Dec.  19^^ 
1902. 

Airs.  Buffinton  was  a direct  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Edward  Bosworth,  who, 
with  his  wife  Alary,  embarked  for  New  England 
in  the  ship,  “Elizabeth  and  Dorcas,”  in  1634,  he, 
however,  not  living  to  reach  his  destination,  dying 
as  the  vessel  was  nearing  the  port,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Boston.  His  widow  and  children 
were  next  heard  of  in  Highham,  Alass.,  where  Airs. 
Bosworth  died  in  1648.  From  this  couple  the  line- 
age of  Airs.  Buffinton  is  through  Jonathan  Bos- 
worth, Jonathan  (2)  and  his  wife  Hannah  Howland 
(daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  ( Tilley)  Howland, 
both  of  whom  were  passengers  of  the  "Alayflower”) , 
Jonathan  Bosworth  (3)  and  his  wife  Sarah 
( Rounds),' Ichabod  Bosworth  and  his  wife  Bethia 
(Wood),  Peleg  Bosworth  and  his  wife  Alary 
(Smith)  and  Peleg  Bosworth  (2)  and  his  wife 
Susanna  (Rounds). 

John  Alurray  Buffinton,  son  of  John  Allen  and 
Ann  Eliza  Winsor  Cousin  (Bosworth)  Buffinton, 
was  born  April  i,  1839,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  Un- 
til about  the  age  of  ten  years  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Rehoboth,  then  for  some  three  years 
the  Seekonk  (Alass.)  Academy,  and  for  a time  pur- 
sued his  studies  and  closed  his  school  life  at  the 
Alilford  High  School,  Alilford,  Alass.  His  school 
days  over  he  began  his  business  career  as  an  assis- 
tant in  the  boot  factory  of  John  Daniels  of  Alilford, 
Alass.,  with  whom  he  remained  some  two  years. 
He  resigned  his  position  with  Air.  Daniels  to  go 
to  Providence,  where  he  became  employed  by 
Alessrs.  Sacket,  Davis  & Co.,  manufacturing  jew- 
elers, and  thus  entered  upon  the  business  in  which 
he  has  continued  and  in  which  he  has  made  so 
great  a success. 

With  these  gentlemen  Air.  Buffinton  served  a 
three  years’  apprenticeship  in  the  jeweler’s  busi- 
ness. After  the  completion  of  his  term  of  appren- 
ticeship, he  worked  at  his  trade  as  journeyman  un- 
til the  year  1869,  excepting  two  years  when  he 
was  employed  in  a gun  sho])  in  Assonet,  Alass. 
In  the  spring  of  1869,  he  became  fore- 
man in  the  jewelry  manufacturing  establish- 
ment of  Alessrs.  Potter  & Symonds,  and  on 
Air.  Symonds’  retirement  in  the  year  following  he 
succeeded  him  in  the  business,  a connection  with 
Colonel  Potter  which  continued  for  thirty-four 
years,  or  until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  December, 
1902.  The  individual  members  of  the  firm  of  Pot- 
ter & Symonds  were  Col.  Isaac  AI.  Potter  and  Fred 
W.  Symonds.  Since  Air.  Buffinton  entered  the 
firm  it  has  been  that  of  Potter  & Buffinton  and 
the  Potter  & Buffinton  Company  of  which  Air. 
Buffinton  is  now  president  and  treasurer.  This 


is  one  of  the  oldest  manufacturing  jewelers’  es- 
tablishments in  the  city.  It  now  employs  some 
eighty  persons  and  its  product  is  lO-carat  gold  arti- 
cles. Individually  and  together  the  men  comprising 
this  corporation  have  been  exceedingly  successful. 

Air.  Buffinton  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
views,  and  while  not  a politician  is  as  a citizen  ac- 
tive and  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  repre- 
sented Providence  in  the  lower  house  of  the  State 
Assembly  in  1888-89.  For  a number  of  years,  un- 
til its  absorption  by  the  Union  Trust  Company,  he 
was  a director  of  the  Roger  Williams  National 
Bank.  He  enjoys  club  life  and  as  well  has  been 
identified  with  fraternal  societies.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Pomham  Club  and  of  the  Providence  Central 
Club.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge, 
No.  33,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  in  which  he  served  in  1880 
as  Alaster;  and  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.  His  religious  conviction  is  with 
the  First  Universalist  Church  of  Providence,  and 
several  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Society, 
and  for  over  a quarter-century  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 

On  June  4,  1874,  Air.  Buffinton  was  married 
to  Helen  Augusta,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Ann 
(Kilvert)  Carrique,  and  granddaughter  of  Lieut. 
Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Alartin)  Carrique.  To 
them  have  been  born  children  as  follows ; Anna 
Carrique,  horn  Alay  ii,  1875;  John  Allen,  born 
Alarch  26,  1877;  Henry  Kilvert,  born  Sept.  23, 
1878,  and  died  same  day ; Henry  Carrique,  born 
Aug.  22,  1880,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1880;  and  Bertha 
Augusta,  born  July  8,  1882. 

PECK  (Providence  families).  Strictly  speak- 
ing the  Pecks  of  Providence  are  not  an  old  family 
of  this  town — not  an  ancient  one.  They  are,  how- 
ever, one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  nearby  towns 
of  Barrington,  Warren  and  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  old 
Swansea  and  old  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  which  territory 
at  one  time  included  much  of  the  territory  of  all  of 
those  Rhode  Island  towns.  Here  they  have  been  a 
continuous  family  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  and 
more  years,  and  been  among  the  large  land  owners 
and  wealthy  men  of  their  several  localities.  The 
Pecks,  too,  have  been  both  the  progressive  and 
aggressive  men  of  their  communities,  and  alike 
prominent  and  leading  spirits  in  public  affairs. 
Joseph  Peck,  the  emigrant  settler  and  American 
ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  the  Alassa- 
chusetts  Pecks,  of  Hingham,  1638,  was  one  of  the 
prominent  public  men  of  the  early  Colonial  period 
in  his  sevefal  localities,  often  a representative  in  the 
Colonial  Assembly,  a magistrate,  selectman  of  the 
town,  etc.,  and,  as  will  he  observed  in  this  article 
and  others  in  this  volume,  many  of  the  name  from 
that  day  to  this  have  been  honored  with  seats  in 
that  body  and  have  worthily  sustained  the  family 
reputation. 

From  the  source  just  indicated  in  Alaine  came 
the  Pecks  who  have  figured  in  the  history  of  Prov- 
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idence  in  the  last  hundred  and  more  years  and  their 
descendants — the  Pecks  of  Providence  of  today — 
among  whom  aie  some  of  the  city’s  most  substan- 
tial men  and  leading  and  useful  citizens.  Many  of 
the  Pecks  now  of  Providence  have  descendea 
through  Joseph  Peck  (2),  a son  of  the  emigrant 
settler,  while  some  have  come  through  John,  Capt. 
Nicholas  and  Nathaniel,  other  sons  of  this  settler. 
Some  among  the  earlier  prominent  Pecks  of  Prov- 
idence were  the  late  Rufus  Arnold  Peck,  of  manu- 
facturing prominence ; the  late  Hon.  William  Ed- 
ward Peck,  lawyer  and  citizen  soldier,  brothers, 
and  sons  of  Capt.  William  Peck,  who  was  among 
the  most  prominent  men  of  his  community  in  Mas- 
sachusetts ; the  late  Hon.  George  Bacheler  Peck, 
a graduate  of  Brown  University,  a number  of  times 
a representative  in  the  General  Assembly  from  the 
city  and  otherwise  prominent  in  the  community, 
one  of  whose  brothers,  also  a graduate  of  Brown, 
was  prominently  identified  with  Amherst  College, 
and  three  of  whose  sons  were  also  graduates  of 
Brown,  and  all  substantial  men  of  the  city  today ; 
the  late  Allen  Ormsbee  Peck,  a graduate  of  Brown 
and  for  thirty  and  more  years  secretary  and  presi- 
dent successively  of  the  American  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Providence;  the  late  William  H.  and 
Benjamin  T.  Peck;  the  late  Benjamin  W. 
Peck,  of  the  firm  of  Benjamin  W.  Peck 
& Son;  the  late  Horace  M.  Peck,  for  sixty  years 
identified  with  the  mechanical  department  of  one 
concern  in  Providence;  the  late  Asa  Peck,  of  the 
firm  of  Asa  Peck  & Co.,  dealers  in  wool  and  waste, 
two  of  whose  sons,  the  late  Walter  Asa  Peck  and 
the  present  Leander  R.  Peck,  were  business  as- 
sociates with  the  father  and  among  the  city’s’ 
leading  business  spirits  and  wealthy  men.  Some  of 
the  sons  of  these  men  and  others  of  the  Peck  name 
are  now  active  and  prominent  in  the  business  life 
of  this  city,  among  them,  Dr.  George  B.  Peck,  John 

B.  Peck,  William  T.  Peck,  Arthur  L.  Peck,  of  the 
firm  of  Benjamin  W.  Peck  & Son,  Leander  Peck, 
Hon.  Samuel  Luther  Peck,  Frank  T.  Peck,  James 

C.  Peck,  Henry  M Peck,  John  U.  Peck,  Cyril  C. 
Peck,  and  Charles  H.  Peck.  Then  there  was  the 
late  Ira  Ballou  Peck,  of  Woonsocket,  long  one  of 
the  notable  figures  of  the  Peck  name  in  the  State. 
Some  few  of  these  Providence  Pecks  have  a city 
identity  but  an  outside  residence  and  historic  iden- 
tity, and  in  the  Peck  articles  of  those  towns  appear 
their  family  ’history. 

The  following  family  history  and  genealogy  is 
arranged  chronologically  with  reference  to  the 
lines  of  the  descendants  of  the  sons  of  Joseph 
Peck,  the  Roman  characters  used  indicating  gene- 
rations removed  from  the  emigrant  settler  and 
American  ancestor. 

(I)  Joseph  Peck,  baptized  in  Beccles,  Suffolk 
county,  England,  April  30,  1587,  son  of  Robert  and 
a descendant  in  the  twenty-first  generation-  from 
John  Peck,  of  Belton,  Yorkshire,  settled  at  Hing- 
ham,  Norfolk  county,  England.  In  1638  he  and 


other  Puritans  with  his  brother,  Robert  Peck,  their 
pastor,  fled  from  the  persecution  of  the  Church  to 
this  country,  coming  over  in  the  ship  “Diligence," 
of  Ipswich.  Joseph  Peck  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  three  sons  and  a daughter,  and  two  men  ser- 
vants and  three  maid  servants.  He  settled  in 
Hingham.  He  married  (first)  Rebecca  Clark.  His 
children  were;  Anna,  baptized  July  27,  1616; 
Rebecca,  May  25,  1620;  Joseph,  Aug.  23,  1623; 
John,  about  1626;  Nicholas,  April  9,  1630  (all  bap- 
tized in  Hingham,  England)  ; Samuel,  baptized  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  Feb.  3,  1638-39;  Nathaniel,  Oct. 
31,  1641 ; and  Israel,  March  4,  1644.  The  first 
Mrs.  Peck  died  in  (October,  1637,  and  Mr.  Peck 
remarried,  but  the  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown  to 
us.  Ater  a residence  of  some  seven  years  at  Hing- 
ham, Mr.  Peck  removed  to  Seekonk.  At  Hingham 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  town. 
He  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1639-40- 
41-42.  In  1641  he  became  one  of  the  principal  pur- 
chasers from  the  Indians  of  Seekonk,  afterward  in- 
corporated in  a town  since  known  as  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  comprising  the  now  Rehoboth,  Seekonk  and 
Pawtucket.  He  removed  thither  in  1645.  De 
seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  principal  men  here, 
as  he  has  been  at  Hingham,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
wealthiest.  Here  on  Seekonk  Plain  Mr.  Peck 
built  a home,  and  there  continued  to  live  and  here 
he  died  Dec.  23,  1663. 

(H)  Joseph  Peck  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  baptized 
Aug.  23,  1623,  in  England,  came  with  h.is  fathei 
to  New  England  in  1638.  In  1645  he  removed  with 
his  family  from  Hingham,  Mass.,  to  Seekonk  Plain, 
where  he  located  near  his  father.  His  name  fre- 
quently appears  in  the  town  records,  it  being  in  the 
list  of  those  who  advanced  money  for  the  prosecution 
of  King  Philip’s  war.  He  became  a large  land  own- 
er, and  about  1660  settled  upon  Palmer’s  river,  Re- 
hoboth, Mass.,  where  he  passed  his  last  years.  His 
children  w^ere : Rebecca,  born  Nov.  6,  1650;  Han- 
nah, March  25,  1653;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  26,  1657; 
Jathniel,  July  24,  1660;  May,  Nov.  17,  1662;  Ich- 
abod.  Sept.  13,  1666;  Patience,  Oct.  ii,  1669;  and 
Samuel,  Oct.  ii,  1672. 

(HI)  Jathniel  Peck,  born  July  24,  1660,  mar- 
ried Feb.  28,  1688-89,  Sarah  Smith,  and  settled  near 
his  father.  He  became  a man  of  wealth  and  influ- 
ence. He  was  a representative  to  the  General  Court 
in  1721-22-23-26-27-28-29-30-31.  He  also  took  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  was  one 
of  those  instrumental  in  organizing  and  building 
up  the  church  at  Palmer’s  river.  He  and  Capt.  Sam- 
uel Peck  gave  each  one  acre  of  land  for  the  site  of 
the  house  which  stood  upon  the  hill  northerly  and 
not  far  from  what  in  long  after  years  was  known  as 
the  Orleans  factory.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Church.  Jathniel  and  his  wife  were  buried 
here.  He  died  April  5,  1742,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  June  4,  1717.  Their  children  were:  Daniel, 
born  Jan.  30,  1689-90;  Ichabod,  March  9,  1690-91  ; 
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Solomon,  Sept.  20,  1692;  Esther,  April  30,  1694; 
Jathniel,  Sept.  10,  1695;  Ebenezer,  Sept.  20,  1697; 
Sarah,  March  i,  1698-99;  Rebecca,  Oct.  10,  1700; 
Joseph,  April  18,  1702;  Ann,  April  7,  1704;  Benja- 
min, Jan.  18,  1705-06;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  31,  1707; 
Henry,  Dec.  7,  1709;  Nathaniel,  Sept.  14,  1712. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Peck,  son  of  Jathniel,  born 
Sept.  20,  1697,  married  Aug.  12,  1724,  Margaret 
Whitaker,  and  settled  near  Great  Aleadow  Hill  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.  Here  he  established  a forge,  at 
which  he  and  his  sons  did  an  extensive  business 
for  many  years.  Connected  with  it  was  also  a saw- 
mill and  gristmill.  Mr.  Peck  was  a man  of  much 
distinction.  His  descendants  were  numerous.  They 
owned  a large  tract  of  land,  at  least,  it  is  said,  one 
mile  square.  The  place  was  long  known  as  the  Peck 
neighborhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck’s  children  were ; 
Jathniel,  born  Nov.  22,  1725;  Margaret,  Jan.  26, 
1726-27;  Shubael,  May  31,  1730;  Ebenezer  and 
James  (twins).  Sept.  17,  1732;  Hannah,  March  26, 
1735;  Sarah,  Jan.  26,  1737-38;  Elizabeth,  May  i, 
1741 ; Mary,  Sept.  27,  1744;  Philip,  April  25,  1747; 
and  Susan,  March  24,  1750. 

(V)  Philip  Peck,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  April 
25,  1747,  married  July  5,  1768,  Ruth  Williams,  and 
resided  in  the  Peck  neighborhood  near  his  brother. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  occupation.  He 
was  very  much  respected  and  held  various  public 
trusts.  He  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  for 
many  years,  both  political  parties  supporting  him, 
in  return  for  his  honesty  and  fidelity.  He  died  April 
6,  1805,  and  his  widow  died  Jan.  12,  1830.  Their 
children  were:  William,  born  July  3,  1770;  Lem- 
uel, April  2,  1772;  Clarissa,  Oct.  16,  1774;  Philip 
W.,  Aug.  2,  1776;  James,  June  17,  1778;  Polly, 
Aug.  2,  1780;  Sally,  June  3,  1782;  Ebenezer,  March 
8,  1784;  Ruth,  Dec.  14,  1786;  and  Cyril  C.,  Jan. 
31,  1789. 

(VI)  Cyril  C.  Peck,  son  of  Philip,  born  Jan. 
31,  1789,  married  Nov.  29,  1810,  Cynthia  Hicks, 
and  settled  upon  the  homestead.  He  owned  a val- 
uable farm,  and  in  connection  with  fanning  carried 
on  the  blacksmithing  business.  His  children  were : 
Cyril  C.,  born  Feb.  8,  1812;  Joseph  S.,  Nov.  22, 
1813;  Abiah  W.,  Jan.  19,  1816;  Cynthia  H.,  Oct. 
23,  1817;  Philip  W.,  Sept.  21,  1819;  Mason  S., 
Feb.  26,  1822;  Rhoda  M.,  March  4,  1824;  Cassan- 
dra W.,  June  29,  1826;  George  G.,  Sept.  22,  1830; 
Alfred  R.,  July  30,  1833 ; Ruth  A.,  Feb.  26,  1836 ; 
and  Sereplina  A.,  March  30,  1828. 

(VH)  Philip  W.  Peck,  son  of  Cyril  C.,  born 
Sept.  21,  1819,  married  Fanny  J.  Barney,  of  Swan- 
sea, Mass.,  and  resided  in  South  Rehoboth,  IMass., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  trade,  being  a grocer  and 
dry  goods  dealer  all  his  life.  Their  children  were : 
Thomas  D.,  born  Aug.  20,  1844  ^ Cassandra  F.,  Sept. 
19,  1846;  Cyril  C.,  April  17,  1849;  Josephine  M., 
March  3,  1851 ; Mary  E.,  July  7,  1853  (deceased)  ; 
Cynthia  H.,  July  2,  1858;  and  Fanny,  in  1866. 

(VHI)  Cyril  C.  Peck,  a prominent  merchant 
of  Providence,  the  third  of  the  name  in  successive 


generations,  is  the  son  of  Philip  W.  and  Fanny 
(Barney)  Peck,  and  an  old,  successful  and  highly 
honored  merchant  of  Providence.  He  was  born  in 
South  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  April  17,  1849,  his  father 
being  engaged  in  business  there  during  all  his  ma- 
ture life.  Cyril  attended  school  in  South  Rehoboth 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a 
mason’s  apprentice  with  wages  of  88  cents  per 
day.  Fortunately  for  him,  after  he  had  been  work- 
ing but  a few  months  there  was  a strike  among 
the  journeymen  masons,  and  his  services  were 
brought  into  such  demand  that  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age  they  commanded  from  $4.50  to 
$9  per  day.  During  that  period,  and  when  only 
seventeen,  he  acted  as  foreman  mason,  and  other 
responsibilities  ca'fet  upon  him  by  force  of  circum- 
stances undoubtedly  assisted  in  his  rapid  develop- 
ment into  a skilled  and  thorough  workman.  As  he 
had  a natural  talent  for  trade,  however,  in 
1869  he  opened  a small  store  in  Rehoboth, 
and  taking  the  routes  which  his  father  had 
used  in  a small  mercantile  business  of  his 
own,  he  still  further  developed  them.  After 
a year’s  experience,  convinced  that  he  might 
safely  venture  intO'  a larger  field,  he  removed  to 
Providence  and  purchased  the  business  of  T.  H. 
Read,  then  located  at  the  corner  of  Wickenden 
and  Hope  streets.  As  he  was  not  yet  of  age  he  con- 
ducted the  enterprise  under  the  name  of  P.  W. 
Peck  & Son,  and  in  1872  sold  the  business  to  Cyrus 
E.  Goff.  During  the  succeeding  nine  years  he  op- 
erated stores  at  the  corner  of  Crawford  and  South 
Water  streets,  in  1881  removing  to  his  present  loca- 
tion in  Infantry  Hall.  A prime  explanation  of  Mr. 
Peck’s  success  in  business  is  his  tenacity  of  purpose 
founded  .upon  an  untiring  industry.  As  an  illus- 
tration of  this  characteristic- — for  fifteen  years  he 
opened  and  closed  his  own  store,  being  the  first  to 
arrive  and  the  last  to  depart,  and  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  forty-two  he  never  allowed  him- 
self more  than  a day’s  vacation  at  one  time.  His 
tenacious  disposition  was  ever  shown  in  a marked 
degree  when  he  felt  called  upon  to  see  that  justice 
was  done  to  others.  For  instance,  Abiah  Wheaton, 
one  of  his  uncles  in  California,  had  been  defrauded 
of  an  estate  in  his  old  age,  and  for  five  years  Mr. 
Peck  fought  the  matter  in  the  courts,  at  persona! 
expense  and  without  pecuniary  interest  in  the  out- 
come, his  determination,  which  he  saw  realized,  be- 
ing that  his  uncles  and  aunts  should  receive  Rom 
the  estate  what  was  justly  due  them.  Thus  it  is 
that  he  has  not  only  succeeded  in  his  own  enter- 
prise, but  has  brought  good  to  others,  and  earned 
for  himself  wide  respect  and  warm  esteem.  And 
at  this  point  much  credit  for  his  prosperity  and 
standing  must  be  given  to  his  honored  wife,  a good, 
practical,  helpful  and  strong  woman,  in  every  re- 
spect a helpmate  and  a constant  inspiration. 

Although  not  an  active  participant  in  political 
matters,  Mr.  Peck  classifies  himself  as  a Clevelana 
Democrat.  He  was  for  some  time  president  of  the 
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Riverside  Cemetery  Association,  and  is  a Mason 
in  'high  standing,  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Providence  Council,  Royal  Arch, 
the  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  associated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life  Mr.  Peck  has  been  a kind 
husband  and  father,  upright  business  man,  true  and 
loyal  friend  and  exemplary  citizen. 

Cyril  C.  Peck  married  (first)  July  ii,  1870, 
Ella  E.  Merchant,  daughter  of  Edmond  E.  INler- 
chant,  of  Providence,  and  the  adopted  child  of 
George  T.  Wheeler.  To  them  have  been  horn  five 
children:  Cyril  Erancis,  April  2,  1871,  now  a dia- 
mond broker  in  New  York  City;  Nellie  Maud, 
April  19,  1873,  wife  of  Herbert  H.  Euller;  Charles 
C.,  Aug.  16,  1878;  Louis  P.,  Aug.  20,  1880,  and 
Daisy  L.,  Oct.  13,  1883.  Mrs.  Peck  died  Sept.  15, 
1893,  and  Mr.  Peck  married  (second),  Oct  30, 
1900,  Alice  M.  Powers,  of  Providence. 

(IV)  Penjamin  Peck,  son  of  Jathniel,  horn 
Jan.  18,  1705-06,  married  (first)  Eeb.  13,  1728-29, 
Elizabeth  Whitaker.  She  died  April  5,  1731.  His 
second  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  Sept.  14,  1756.  Mr. 
Peck  settled  in  that  part  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  which 
later  became  Cumberland,  R.  I.  Here  some  two 
miles  northeast  from  Lonsdale  Village,  he  lived 
and  died,  his  death  occurring,  Aug.  10,  1749.  His 
children  were:  Solomon,  born  May  ii,  1730;  Eliz- 
abeth, born  June  22,  1734,  died  Jan.  21,  1747-48; 
Ichahod,  born  March  12,  1736-37,  died  Oct.  6,  1741 ; 
Pebee,  born  March  27,  1740,  died  April  10,  1743; 
Lydia,  born  Oct.  13  and  died  Nov.  7.  1742;  Pebee 
(2),  born  Nov.  6,  1743;  and  Anne,  born  Eeb.  8, 

1745-46. 

(V)  Solomon  Peck,  son  of  Penjamin,  born 
May  II,  1730,  married  Dec.  7,  1758,  Esther  Wis- 
wold,  born  July  i,  1740,  daughter  of  Ichahod  Wis- 
wold,  of  /\ttleboro.  Mass.,  and  settled  upon  the 
homestead  where  he  remained  until  1784,  when  he 
moved  to  Sutton,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  April  5,  1794.  His  widow  died  Dec.  31, 
1816.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Sept. 
^9)  ^759>  ‘lied  Mav  10,  1831,  unmarried;  Esther, 
horn  Sept.  8,  1761,  died  Jan.  14,  1795,  unmarried; 
Lydia,  horn  Dec.  7,  1764,  died  May  9,  1788  ; Penja- 
min, born  Aug.  i,  1767;  David,  born  Oct.  10,  1769, 
died  Sept.  10,  1840;  Solomon,  horn  Eeb.  19,  1773, 
died  Aug.  27,  1809;  Pebee,  horn  May  25,  1775, 
died  May  ii,  1831;  Anna,  born  IMay  29,  1778, 
died  Oct.  10,  1798,  unmarried;  Mary,  born  Nov. 

5,  1780,  died  Aug.  12,  1798,  unmarried;  and  Icha- 
hod, horn  Eeb.  2,  1784,  died  March  23,  1802,  un- 
married. 

(\T)  Penjamin  Peck  (2),  son  of  Solomon,  born 
Aug.  I,  1767,  married  July  4,  1797.  Sarah  Pacheler, 
horn  March  21,  1776,  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Pacheler.  They  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  about 
1799.  He  'died  Oct.  18,  1832,  and  she  May  10, 
1864.  Their  children  were:  William,  born  April 

6,  1798:  Solomon,  Jan.  25,  1800;  Harriet,  Oct.  5, 
1801  (died  in  1887)  ; Eanny,  June  9,  1804  (died, 


unmarried,  in  1857)  ; George  P.,  Aug.  6,  1807 ; and 
Galen,  Sept.  9,  1812  (died  March  25,  1830). 

(VII)  George  Pacheler  Peck,  son  of  Penjamin 
(2),  born  Aug.  6,  1807,  married  in  1842,  Ann 
Power  Smith,  born  April  12,  1820,  daughter  of 
John  Knowles  and  Mercey  (Wilbur)  Smith.  Mr. 
Peck  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  University 
Grammar  School  in  Providence.  He  was  graduated 
from  Drown  University  in  the  class  of  1826.  After 
this  event  for  the  first  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching,  and  also  in  literary  studies  under  the 
direction  of  his  brother.  Prof.  Solomon  Peck  (P. 
U.  1816)  of  Amherst  College.  In  1828  he  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Joseph  L. 
Tillinghast,  of  Providence,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1830,  continuing  to  practice  his  profession 
until  1836.  He  then  embarked  in  business  in  Prov- 
idence, but  at  the  end  of  two  years  went  to  Poston, 
and  was  employed  in  a financial  capacity  at  the 
Paptist  Missionary  rooms  in  that  city  till  1844.  Re- 
turning to  Providence  he  formed  a partnership  to 
conduct  a wood  and  coal  business  under  the  name 
of  Peck  & Salsbury.  In  this  business  he  continued 
for  thirty-six  years,  till  1880,  when  he  retired  on 
account  of  advanced  age. 

Mr.  Peck’s  character  was  such  as  to  inspire 
great  confidence  in  the  community  in  which  he  spent 
nearly  all  his  life.  He  served  on  the  school  com- 
mittee of  the  city  for  fifteen  years,  was  a member 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Providence  from  the 
Eirst  ward,  1844-1846,  and  was  a member  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  Providence  in  1859  and 
1865.  He  served  as  trustee  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Pible  Society,  and  was  actively  associated  with  a 
large  number  of  charitable  organizations,  special- 
ly those  of  the  Paptist  denomination  in  Rhode 
Island. 

The  children  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  P. 
Peck  were:  George  P.,  born  Aug.  12,  1843;  John 
P.,  born  June  30,  1845;  Emily  S.,  born  and  died  in 
1847;  William  T.,  born  July  25,  1848;  and  Annie 

S. ,  born  Oct.  17,  1850.  All  three  sons  are  gradu- 
ates from  Prown  University,  George  P.,  1864; 
John  P.,  in  1866;  and  William  T.,  in  1870.  George 
P.  served  as  an  officer  during  the  Civil  war ; John 
R.  in  1866  was  appointed  acting  third  assistant  en- 
gineer in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  was  promo- 
ted to  full  third  assistant,  in  1868,  and  assigned  to 
active  duty  on  the  United  States  ship  “Mohongo” 
of  the  North  Pacific  Squadron.  He  resigned  June 
7,  1869. 

Mr.  George  P.  Peck,  Sr.,  died  at  Providence.  R. 

T,  Eeb.  17,  1882,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his 
age.  and  IMrs.  Peck  died  April  16,  1896. 

(VTII)  George  E.\ciieler  Peck  (2),  son  of 
George  Pacheler,  horn  Aug.  12,  1843,  in  Providence, 
R.  T..  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Providence.  He  was  graduated  from 
Prown  University,  of  which  institution  his  father 
was  a graduate  of  1826,  two  of  his  uncles,  1816 
and  1820,  respectively,  two  of  his  brothers,  1866 
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and  1870;  and  a nephew  (William  Burgess  Peck, 
son  of  William  Thane  Peck),  1897.  He  himself 
graduated  from  the  university  in  1864,  with  a civil 
engineer’s  diploma  dated  six  months  earlier.  His 
alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  in  1867,  the  degree 
of  A.  M. 

During  the  Civil  war,  after  his  graduation,  Mr. 
Peck  raised  a company  of  volunteers  for  the  depleted 
ranks  of  the  Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant of  the  company.  Company  G,  and  joined  the 
regiment  at  the  front.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Sailor’s  Creek,  Va.,  where  he  was  wounded 
April  6,  1865,  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  July  5,  1865. 
During  the  earlier  years  of  the  war,  and  while  yet 
in  school,  young  Peck  had  some  military  experience, 
being  a member  from  1863  to  1871  of  the  Providence 
IMarine  Corps  of  Artillery,  serving  in  the  success- 
ive grades  from  corporal  to  major  inclusive.  He 
was  surgeon  of  the  battalion  of  light  artillery  from 
1876  to  its  disbandment  in  1879. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  Lieutenant  Peck 
became  a clerk  in  the  office  of  his  father,  a coal  and 
wood  dealer,  of  Providence.  Deciding  upon  a pro- 
fessional career  he  prepared  himself  for  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  after  attending  two  courses  of 
lectures  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Phil- 
adelphia, entered  Yale  Medical  School  and  received 
his  diploma  in  1871.  Following  this  he  furthered 
his  preparation  for  his  profession  by  a year’s  study, 
of  practical  chemistry,  determinative  mineralogy 
and  assaying  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School.  From 
August,  1872,  to  June,  1874,  Dr.  Peck  was  assistant 
chemist  at  the  United  States  Naval  torpedo  station, 
Newport,  R.  I.,  when  Admiral  Dewey  was  execu- 
tive officer  and  commander,  and  during  the  fall  of 
1874  was  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  chemical 
department  of  the  University  of  Vermont. 

Since  June  i,  1875,  excepting  his  absence  in 
the  discharge  of  duties  referred  to  above,  Dr.  Peck 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  profession  of  the 
Homeopathic  School  and  in  work  akin  to  his  pro- 
fession. In  1879  became  a member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homeopathy,  and  has  since  been 
five  times  chairman  of  the  bureau  of  Obstetrics, 
and  three  times  its  secretary.  His  reports  to  the 
bureau,  as  well  as  to  the  bureau  of  Pedology,  were 
published  in  the  leading  homeopathic  journals.  For 
many  years  Dr.  Peck  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Society,  and 
twice  its  vice-president.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Homeopathic  Society  for  seven  years, 
and  has  served  two  years  as  vice-president  and  two 
years  as  president  of  that  society.  He  is  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  New  York  and  ^Missouri  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Societies.  Dr.  Peck  obtained  the 
charter  for  the  Rhode  Island  Homeopathic  Hospi- 
tal, and  was  its  admitting  physician  and  a director 


during  its  existence.  Dr.  Peck  was  for  four  years 
medical  director  of  the  Rhode  Island  Department, 
G.  A.  R.  He  is  a companion  of  the  military  order 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  a prominent  Mason  of  the  32a 
degree,  being  a member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge  No. 
21,  Providence,  Newport  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  De 
Blois  Council  No.  4,  of  Newport,  Washington 
Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  and  the  Rhode  Island 
Sovereign  Consistory.  For  fifteen  consecutive 
years  he  was  one  of  the  Providence  School  Com- 
mittee. Dr.  Peck  was  also  president  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Historical  Society, 
from  January,  1892,  until  1896.  He  has  contribut- 
ed to  the  military  history  of  the  Rhode  Island  vol- 
unteers, to  the  history  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  to  the  daily  and  religious  press 
on  various  subjects  of  current  interest.  Dr.  Peck 
is  a prominent  layman  in  the  Baptist  denomination. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  moderator  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  Baptist  Association,  the  only  layman  en- 
joying such  distinction  in  Rhode  Island,  and  has 
been  clerk  twenty-five  years,  and  treasurer  thirty 
years.  He  is  a life  director  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Baptist  Education  Society,  and  since  1876  has  been 
a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Baptist  State  Convention.  During  1902-03- 
04-05-06-07  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Interna- 
tional Bureau  of  Homeopathy  and  censor  of  the 
National  Homeopathic  Society  for  ten  years.  He 
has  been  adjutant  of  the  Marine  Artillery  Wterans 
Association  since  1875,  and  delivered  the  address 
upon  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  Providence 
Marine  Corps  of  Artillery. 

(VHI)  William  T.  Peck,  son  of  George  B. 
and  Ann  S.  Peck,  was  born  at  the  homestead  in 
Providence  July  25,  1848.  He  attended  the  Graham 
Street  Primary  and  Intermediate  schools  and  the 
Benefit  Street  Grammar  school.  In  the  classical 
department  of  the  Providence  high  school,  under 
the  instruction  of  Samuel  Thurber  and  Edw'ard  H. 
Cutler,  he  was  prepared  for  college.  The  events 
of  the  Civil  war  that  occurred  during  his  school 
days  made  a deep  impression  upon  his  mind,  and  as 
a boy  he  was  marker  for  the  First  Ward  Light 
Guard,  a home  guard  company.  During  his  col- 
lege days  he  took  prizes  at  entrance  in  Latin  and 
Greek,  and  later  in  mathematics.  He  was  an  active 
and  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Gamma  Nu  society 
and  aided  largely  in  having  it  become  a chapter  of 
the  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity  in  1868.  He  became 
a member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  society  in  his 
junior  year.  In  1870  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  For  two  years  after  leaving 
college  he  was  principal  of  the  Warren  high  school. 
In  1872  he  w'ent  to  Europe  for  study  and  spent  two 
terms  at  the  University  of  Leipsic  under  Professors 
George  Curtins,  Brockhaus  and  other  prominent 
teachers.  The  next  year  he  attended  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Berlin  under  Professors  Alommsen. 
Haupt  and  Ernest  Curtins.  He  spent  nine  months 
of  his  two  years  abroad  in  travel,  giving  especial 
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attention  to  Athens,  Naples  and  Rome,  that  he  might 
prepare  himself  to  become  a teacher  of  Latin  and 
Greek.  Upon  his  return  in  the  fall  of  1874  he  as- 
sisted Mr.  Cutler  in  the  Providence  high  school, 
and  Jan.  i,  1875,  took  the  place  of  T.  B.  Stockwell 
as  teacher  of  the  Junior  department,  when  the  latter 
became  Commissioner  of  Education.  From  March, 
1881,  he  was  principal  of  the  Classical  department 
until  1897,  when  the  department  was  transferred 
to  the  new  building  and  his  title  was  changed  to 
that  of  principal  of  the  Classical  High  School.  The 
school  has  grown  with  the  growth  of  the  city  until 
it  is  one  of  the  largest  college  preparatory  schools. 
Pupils  have  passed  from  it  to  ten  different  colleges. 
Mr.  Peck  has  undoubtedly  sent  more,  students  to 
Brown  University  than  any  other  instructor.  They 
have  been  as  well  prepared  as  any  other  students 
entering  the  university.  Mr.  Peck  has  taken  active 
part  in  the  educational  associations  of  the  State.  He 
has  been  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of 
Instruction,  the  Barnard  Club  of  Rhode  Island 
Schoolmasters,  and  the  Brown  University  Teachers’ 
Association.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Instruction,  the  Massachusetts 
Classical  and  High  School  Teachers’  Association, 
and  the  New  England  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Preparatory  schools.  He  served  on  the  conference 
of  modern  languages  under  the  “Committee  of  Ten.” 
He  has  been  treasurer  and  president  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Alpha  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  has  edited 
Ovid’s  Metamorphoses,  Books  I & II,  in  an  edition 
of  school  classics  and  Washington’s  Farewell  Ad- 
dress and  Webster’s  Bunker  Hill  Orations  in  an 
edition  of  English  Pocket  Classics. 

In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Fourth  Baptist 
Church  of  Providence,  and  has  since  been  a member 
of  the  Stewart  Street  and  the  Central  Baptist 
churches.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  Sunday- 
school  work.  He  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Fourth  Baptist,  the  Warren  Baptist  and  the  Stewart 
Street  Baptist  Sunday-schools,  and  at  all  other 
times  in  manhood  a Bible  class  teacher.  He  has  been 
secretary  and  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist 
Sunday-school  convention  and  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Baptist  Social  union.  He  is  a life  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  a life 
director  of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist  Education 
Society. 

In  1875  Mr.  Peck  was  married  to  Georgie  E. 
Smith  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  a descendant  through  her 
mother  of  the  Burgess  family  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
has  one  son,  William  B.,  a graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, class  of  1897,  who  is  engaged  in  the  jew- 
elry business  in  Providence ; and  one  daughter, 
Georgie  S.,  a graduate  of  the  class  of  1906.  Brown 
University. 

(Ill)  Samuel  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
Oct.  II,  1672,  married  Rachel,  and  settled  upon 
his  father’s  farm.  He  became  a large  land  holder. 
He  was  entrusted  with  various  offices  in  the  town, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Church  at  Palmer’s  river. 


He  died  June  9,  1736.  His  widow  died  Nov.  12, 
1756,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  her  age.  Their 
children  were:  Hannah,  born  July  21,  1697;  Eliza- 
beth, June  5,  1700;  Benjamin,  May  26,  1702;  Rach- 
el, Sept.  12,  1704;  Samuel,  Dec.  2,  1706;  and  Abi- 
ezer,  April  21,  1714. 

(IV)  Rev.  Samuel  Peck  (2),  son  of  Samuel, 
born  Dec.  2,  1706,  married  Hannah  Allen.  Mr. 
Peck  resided  upon  a part  of  the  homestead.  He  was 
a Baptist  minister,  denominated  at  that  time  one 
of  the  new  lights.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a 
zealous  preacher,  much  attached  to  his  religious 
tenets.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  church  for  forty 
years,  the  church  building  in  which  he  preached 
being  located  in  what  became  Seekonk.  He  died 
Nov.  26,  1788.  His  wife  died  Aug.  13,  1778,  aged 
seventy-one  years.  Their  children  were ; Samuel, 
born  Feb.  27,  1734-35;  Allen,  Feb.  i,  1735-36;  Jo- 
siah.  May  18,  1740;  Benjamin,  Nov.  18,  1741; 
Lewis,  Feb.  3,  1745. 

(V)  Allen  Peck,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel,  born  Feb. 
I,  1735-36,  married  Widow  Elizabeth  Dexter,  of 
Providence.  He  resided  for  some  years  in  Provi- 
dence, then  returned  to  Rehoboth,  and  lived  and  died 
upon  the  homestead.  His  children  were : Hannah, 
born  Feb.  5,  1777;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  20,  1779; 
Benjamin,  Dec.  25,  1781 ; John  R.,  March  18,  1784. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Peck,  son  of  Allen,  born  Dec. 
25,  1781,  married  Roby  A.  Ormsbee.  Mr.  Peck  lo- 
cated in  Providence,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  His  wife  died  in  1806.  He  passed 
away  in  1843.  His  children  were : Allen  Ormsbee, 
born  Nov.  17,  1804.  and  Mary  S.,  born  May  19, 
1806,  the  latter  marrying  Esek  Aldrich  and  settling 
in  Providence. 

(VII)  Allen  Ormsbee  Peck,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  Nov.  17,  1804,  married  in  July,  1855,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Josiah  Whitaker  and  Pa- 
melia  (Andrews)  Whitaker,  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Peck  was  Jiberally  educated,  attending  the 
best  schools  of  his  day  in  Providence.  He  was  pre- 
pared for  college  in  the  University  Grammar  School, 
and  entered  Brown  University,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1824.  After  this  event  he  studied  law  un- 
der the  direction  of  Judge  Thomas  Burgess  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  He,  however,  did  not  long 
follow  his  profession,  for,  on  the  organization  of 
the  American  Insurance  Company  in  1831,  he  was 
chosen  its  secretary.  Subsequently  he  became  the 
company’s  third  president,  succeeding  to  that  posi- 
tion William  Rhodes  on  the  latter’s  death.  Under 
the  administration  of  President  Peck  the  Company’s 
business  was  largely  extended,  and  Mr.  Peck  won 
for  himself  quite  a reputation  for  the  skill  and  suc- 
cess with  which  he  managed  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration. After  a most  satisfactory,  efficient  and 
successful  service  of  thirty-six  years  as  secretary 
and  president  of  the  company,  Mr.  Peck  owing  to 
impaired  health  resigned  his  position.  Subsequent- 
ly, however,  he  was  induced  to  become  the  execu- 
tive head  of  the  Narragansett  Insurance  Company, 
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an  ofifice  he  held  the  rest  of  his  life.  Mr.  Peck  was 
made  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Narrangansett  In- 
surance Company  on  its  incorporation  in  1857.  He 
was  for  many  years  a director  in  the  American 
Bank,  was  connected  with  other  commercial  enter- 
prises and  held  various  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  clerk  of  the  common  council 
from  June,  1832,  to  June,  1834.  Mr.  Peck  was 
active  and  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  instal- 
lation of  the  first  public  lighting  plant  in  the  city 
of  Providence,  and  raised  about  $30,000  for  it  from 
the  business  men  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peck  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church  and  took  a great  interest  in  all  mat- 
ters affecting  its  prosperity  in  New  England.  He 
was  a man  of  most  generous  and  kind  impulses,  his 
heart  always  full  of  kindness  for  all.  Few  men 
were  better  known  for  their  general  interest  and 
kindness  to  others.  In  his  official  life  he  was  re- 
markable for  his  clearness  and  sagacity  and  for 
his  honest  and  straightforward  dealing.  He  died 
in  Providence,  Sept.  15,  1871. 

To  Mr.  Peck  and  his  wife  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, all  daughters,  namely : Ellen  Ormsbee,  Mary 
Talbot,  Maria  Storrs,  Elizabeth  Andrews,  and  Jes- 
sie Comstock  (who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years). 

(H)  John  Peck,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in  England, 
baptized  about  1626,  came  to  New  England  with  his 
father,  in  1638,  being  then  about  eleven  years  of  age. 
He  moved  with  the  family  from  Hingham,  Mass.,  to 
Seekonk,  in  1645.  He  settled  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Luther’s  Corners.  In  1658  he  was  accepted  a 
freeman  of  the  town,  and  drew  his  proportion  in  the 
meadows  on  the  north  side  of  the  town.  In  1680  he 
was  chosen  one  of  the  townsmen,  and  in  1700  rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
He  died  in  1713.  It  appears  from  the  records  of 
Rehoboth,  and  from  his  will,  that  he  was  three 
times  married,  the  name  of  his  first  and  second  wife 
being  Elizabeth  and  the  third  Rebecca.  His  children 
were:  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  27,  1657;  Esther,  Jan. 
7,  1659;  Anne,  Oct.  6,  1661;  John,  Oct.  7,  1664; 
Elizabeth,  Nov.  13,  1669;  Dorothy,  June  28,  1671; 
Rebecca,  April  8,  1674;  Anne,  July  17,  1677;  Na- 
than, July  6,.  1680;  and  Abigail,  March  16,  1682. 

(HI)  Nathan  Peck,  son  of  John,  born  July  6, 
1680,  married  Jan.  ii,  1719,  Patience  Carpenter, 
and,  it  is  supposed,  settled  upon  the  lands  given  him 
by  his  father,  where  he  lived  and  died,  his  death  oc- 
curring April  12,  1734.  Mrs.  Peck  survived  and 
was  administratrix  upon  his  estate.  Their  children 
were:  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  5,  1721;  Nathan,  Dec. 
31,  1732;  Charles,  Jan.  5,  1724-25;  Elizabeth,  Aug. 
6,  1726;  Patience,  Jan.  5,  1727-28;  and  Ann,  July 

30,  1732. 

(IV)  Charles  Peck,  son  of  Nathan,  born  Jan. 
5,  1724-25,  married  (first)  Dec.  7,  1749,  Rachel 
Sweeting.  She  died  Feb.  20,  1774,  and  he  married 
(second)  Lydia,  daughter  of  Stephen  Fry.  Mr. 
Peck  resided  near  his  brother,  upon  what  has  since 
been  known  in  that  vicinity  as  the  Sweeting  farm. 


where  he  died,  April  15,  1799.  The  second  Mrs. 
Peck  died  July  20,  1797.  His  children  were:  Abi- 
gail, born  April  29,  1751 ; Susannah,  Nov.  5,  1752; 
Charles,  Feb.  17,  1755  ; Rachel,  Aug.  15,  1757 ; John 
Feb.  19,  1760;  Thomas,  July  ii,  1762;  Sarah,  Nov. 
7,  1764;  James,  March  5,  1767;  Peter,  June  15, 
1769;  Lucy,  Nov.  8,  1771;  Lydia,  May  8,  1775; 
Stephen,  Sept.  18,  1776;  Asa,  Feb.  13,  1780;  and 
Mary,  June  18,  1782. 

(V)  Thomas  S.  Peck,  son  of  Charles,  born 
July  II,  1762,  married.  May  7,  1789,  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Chafee,  of  Seekonk,  and 
settled  in  that  town  upon  what  afterward  became 
the  Levi  Fuller  farm.  Their  children  were: 
Huldah,  born  July  5,  1791;  James,  Nov.  9,  1792; 
Thomas,  Sept.  2,  1794;  Rebecca,  Jan.  15,  1796; 
Susannah,  Sept.  20,  1797;  Asa,  Feb.  6,  1799; 
Ruth,  Dec.  25,  1800;  Nancy  A.,  May  i,  1802; 
Daniel,  Nov.  ii,  1803;  Mary  Ann,  Nov.  28,  1804; 
Hannah  C.,  Dec.  20,  1806;  Charlotte,  July  31, 
1810;  and  Darius,  June  19,  1812. 

(VI)  Thomas  Peck  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Sept.  2,  1794,  married,  March  24,  1825,  Elmira 
Cole,  daughter  of  Aaron  Cole,  of  Swansea,  Mass. 
Mr.  Peck  became  a wealthy  farmer  of  Swansea, 
Mass.  His  children  were : William  H.,  born  Dec. 
29,  1825;  Elizabeth  B.,  Dec.  29,  1827  (married  Wil- 
liam Sherman)  ; James  C.,  Dec.  29,  1829;  and  Ben- 
jamin T.,  June  22,  1832. 

(VH)  William  H.  Peck,  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
born  Dec.  29,  1825,  married  Sarah  A.  Marble,  of 
Somerset,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I. 
Their  children  were:  Josephine  E.,  who  was  born 
Jan.  15,  1856,  and  died  June  14,  1863;  Sarah  J., 
born  Sept.  7,  i860;  Josephine,  born  Aug.  5,  1864; 
and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Peck  died  suddenly  at  his 
home  in  Providence,  October  9,  1890. 

(VH)  James  Constant  Peck,  son  of  Thomas 
(2)  and  Elmira  (Cole)  Peck,  was  born  Dec.  29, 
1829,  in  his  father’s  house,  at  what  is  now  No.  180 
Friendship  street.  Providence.  The  father  after- 
ward became  a prosperous  farmer  of  Swansea, 
Mass.,  and  the  boy  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
District  No.  8,  about  midway  between  the  two 
meeting  houses,  at  what  is  now  Bushees  Corner. 
In  the  summer,  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years 
of  age,  James  worked  upon  his  father's  farm.  He 
then  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  served  for 
three  years  as  a mason’s  apprentice  to  William  An- 
drew. For  services  rendered  during  that  period 
he  received  $140  and  his  board,  and  among  the  im- 
portant works  on  which  he  was  engaged  was  the 
erection  of  the  first  mill  in  Warren  street,  built  by 
John  O.  Waterman.  At  the  completion  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship, he  went  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  being  first 
employed  on  the  Catholic  Church  at  daily  wages  of 
from  nine  to  ten  shillings.  He  was  then  engaged 
in  the  building  of  the  Delaine  Mill,  at  Olneyville, 
his  employer  being  Morton  Snow.  During  that 
season  he  also  worked  on  one  of  Mr.  Snow’s 
houses  on  Washington  street,  and  was  afterward 
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employed  at  his  trade  both  at  Newport  and  Provi- 
dence. From  about  1855  to  1859  he  was  busily 
engaged  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  both  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  trade  and  the  manufacture  of  cement 
drain  pipes.  During  this  period  he  also  passed  one 
winter  in  Augusta,  Georgia. 

In  1859  Mr.  Peck  located  in  Providence,  first 
engaging  in  an  outside  venture  and  then  following 
his  trade  as  an  employe  of  Joshua  Bro\yn,  David 
Barney  and  Joseph  French.  Some  ten  years  after 
becoming  a resident  of  the  city  he  entered  the  field 
as  a contractor,  Mr.  French  being  his  associate  in 
the  first  work.  He  purchased  a liorse,  and,  after 
a time,  a team,  his  initial  contracts  being  on  private 
houses.  Soon  he  was  obliged  to  have  an  appren- 
tice and  for  about  thirty-five  years  his  business  de- 
veloped continually  and  most  satisfactorily ; but  he 
continued  largely  in  the  specialty  of  constructing 
private  residences.  Mr.  Peck  is  still  in  the  field  as 
a contractor,  having  a wide  reputation  established 
through  his  own  persistency,  industry  and  ability. 
He  is  a leading  member  of  the  mechanics’  associa- 
tion, and  an  earnest  Republican,  although  not  a 
politician. 

In  May,  1857,  James  C.  Peck  was  married  to 
Mary  A.  Kingsley,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  daughter 
of  Elisha  Kingsley.  Mrs.  Peck’s  grandparents 
were  Hezekiah  and  Minna  (Phinney)  Kingsley, 
while  her  great-grandparents  on  the  maternal  side 
were  Rebecca  and  Elisha  (or  Daniel)  Phinney. 
The  children  of  l\Ir.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Peck  were: 
Hattie  B.,  born  Eeb.  26,  i860,  who  died  Dec.  ii, 
1864;  Allen  K.,  born  June  14,  1863;  Charles 

Howard,  Dec.  18,  1865;  Arthur  B.,  Aug.  27,  1868; 
and  Henry  M.,  Feb.  i,  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are 
both  great  readers  and  remarkably  well-informed. 
The  latter  is  especially  an  ardent  admirer  of  such 
American  writers  as  Whittier,  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe,  Mary  Wilkins,  and  such  English  authors  as 
Dickens  and  Sir  Edwin  Arnold. 

(\TI)  Benjamin  T.  Peck,  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
born  June  22,  1832,  married  Louisa  J.  Davis,  and 
resided  in  Assonet,  Mass.,  and  later  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  where  he  died  October  23,  1891.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Louisa  Adelaide,  born  April  12,  i860: 
Benjamin  T.,  Dec.  19,  1872;  James  W.,  Dec.  19, 
1872. 

HON.  JAMES  B.  PAINE,  president  of  the 
Citizens’  Savings  Bank,  of  Providence,  and  one 
of  the  substantial  business  men  of  that  city,  is  a 
descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  Stephen 
Paine,  the  pioneer  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America,  his  line  of  descent — the  generations 
marked  by  Roman  characters — being  as  follows : 

(I)  Stephen  Paine,  from  Great  Ellington. 
County  Norfolk,  England,  came  to  New  England  in 
1638,  with  a large  company  of  emigrants  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Hingham,  bringing  his  wife,  three 
children  and  four  servants  in  the  ship  “Diligence,” 
of  Ipswich.  Mr.  Paine  settled  first  in  Hingham, 


Mass.,  but  about  1643  removed  to  Rehoboth,  of 
which  town  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first 
proprietors.  He  possessed  large  estates  in  that  and 
adjoining  towns,  and  was  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Church  and  Colony.  He  was  a representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court  for  many  successive 
years  and  until  his  death  in  August,  1679.  His  wife 
Neele  died  at  Rehoboth,  Jan.  20,  1660,  after  which 
he  married  Alice,  widow  of  William  Parker,  of 
Taunton.  She  died  Dec.  5,  1682. 

(II)  Stephen  Paine  (2),  born  about  1629,  in 
England,  came  to  New  England  with  his  father, 
and  married  in  1652,  Anna,  daughter  of  Erancis 
Chickering,  of  Dedham.  He  owned  much  land  in 
Rehoboth,  Swansea,  Attleboro,  etc.  He  was  an 
active  participant  in  King  Philip’s  Indian  wa)r, 
and  contributed  liberally  to  its  cost.  He  died  at 
Rehoboth  in  1679.  He  had  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  living  at  his  death. 

(III)  John  Paine,  born  April  3,  1658,  in  that 
part  of  Rehoboth,  now  East  Providence,  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Belcher,  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Urania  Belcher,  of  Boston,  and  (second)  Martha. 
He  had  fifteen  children,  all  but  four  born  to  the 
first  marriage.  John’s  father  and  grandfather  had 
purchased  lands  in  Swansea,  an  adjoining  town, 
and  on  his  marriage  he  removed  with  his  wife  to 
that  town.  He  became  prominently  connected  with 
its  public  affairs,  and  was  one  of  its  representative 
men.  After  his  removal  to  Rhode  Island  he  held 
no  public  office.  He  purchased  his  land  April  ii, 
1711.  He  lived  only  a few  years  in  Providence, 
dying  Sept.  28,  1718.  His  farm  was  located  in  the 
suburb  of  Providence  called  Elmwood.  His  chil- 
dren, born  at  Rehoboth  and  Swansea,  were : Eliza- 
beth, born  July  12,  1682;  John,  Eebruary,  1683; 
Stephen,  June  5,  1686;  Josiah,  March  17,  1687; 
Joseph,  May  3,  1693;  Rebecca,  May  i,  1694;  Sol- 
omon, June  21,  1696;  Benjamin,  in  1699;  Nathan, 
in  1701  : Gideon,  in  1703;  and  RanUr  (Urania)  in 
1706.  The  children  born  to  the  second  marriage, 
the  eldest  at  Swansea  and  the  others  at  Providence, 
were:  William,  born  Nov.  ii,  1711 ; Abigail,  Oct. 

1713 ; Ezekiel,  Aug.  26,  1715  ; and  Samuel,  Nov. 
22,  1717. 

(IV)  John  Paine  (2),  born  in  February,  1683, 

in  Rehoboth,  married  (first)  Mary  Davis,  and  (sec- 
ond) Hannah  . He  removed  to  Providence 

about  1712,  and  died  in  1723,  leaving  the  estate  in 
Cranston  inherited  from  his  father,  to  his  son 
John.  His  will  also  provides  for  four  daughters, 
one  of  whom  was  Mary,  tradition  assigning  to  the 
other  three  husbands  named  Sayles  or  Searles,  Noah 
Whitman  and  Appleby,  respectively.  In  Providence 
records  is  recorded  under  date  of  June  21,  1726, 
the  marriage  of  Hannah  Paine  to  John  Appleby  of 
W arwick. 

(V)  John  Paine  (3),  only  son  of  John  (2), 
born  in  1719,  was,  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
brought  up  in  the  family  of  an  uncle  until  he  came 
of  age,  when  he  came  into  possession  of  his  estate 
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in  Cranston  inherited  from  his  father.  He  married 
Hannah  Poole,  of  Weymouth,  a girl  of  sixteen. 
He  was  commissioned  lieutenant  of  a military 
company  in  1753,  and  captain  in  1754.  He  died  in 
Cranston  in  1794.  His  children  were:  (i)  John, 
born  July  18,  1740,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution, 
and  died  unmarried.  (2)  Isaac,  born  Aug.  21, 
1742,  settled  in  Foster,  R.  I.  (3)  Sarah,  born  June 
13,  1744,  married  Asa  Franklin,  and  was  the  moth- 
er of  the  late  Asa  P.  Franklin,  of  Providence.  (4) 
Hannah,  born  Feb.  ii,  1748,  married  a Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Providence.  (5)  Oliver,  born  Dec.  12, 
1754,  married  Abigail  Thornton,  -daughter  of  John 
and  Anne  Thornton  (born  in  Johnston,  R.  1.,  Sept. 
2,  1771,  and  died  there  in  1853),  and  died  Dec.  29, 
1819.  (6)  Rebecca,  born  May  4,  1757,  married 

Abner  Field,  of  Cranston,  and  settled  in  Chester,  N. 
Y.  (7)  William,  born  Nov.  5,  1759,  in  Cranston, 
lived  with  his  father  on  the  homestead  both  before 
and  after  his  marriage,  in  1789,  to  Amy  Clark,  of 
Cumberland,  R.  I.  In  company  with  his  brother 
Oliver  he  carried  on  the  farm  until  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  in  the  winter  of  the  year 
1800,  he  removed  to  Fairfield,  Herkimer  County, 
New  York. 

(VI)  Isaac  Paine,  born  Aug.  21,  1742,  lived  in 
Foster,  R.  I.  He  married  Hannah  Williams,  and 
had  three  children:  Elijah,  Uriah  and  Andrew. 

(VII)  Elijah  Paine,  son  of  Isaac,  married  and 
among  his  children  was  a son,  Elisha. 

(VIII)  Elisha  Paine  was  born  in  Foster,  R.  I., 
and  was  educated  there.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  he  came  to  Providence,  and  for  many  years 
was  engaged  in  the  teaming  business  for  the  city. 
He  died  Aug.  8,  1854.  His  wife  was  Mercy  Easton, 
daughter  of  Henry  Easton.  She  died  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  Dec.  i,  1888.  To 
them  were  born  six  children : James  B. ; George 
W.  and  Mnason  both  died  unmarried ; Susan  died 
young;  Angeline  A.,  born  April  6,  1838,  died  June 
25,  1877,  married  Robert  A.  Pierce,  and  had  two 
children,  Helen  F.,  and  Ella  M.,  the  last  named  de- 
ceased (Mr.  Pierce  was  for  many  years  a journ- 
alist connected  with  the  Boston  Globe,  and  was 
past  master  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Providence,  and  he  died  July  15,  1900)  ; and 
Henry  E.,  who  married  Catharine  Loveland,  of 
Dixon,  111.,  was  a physician  for  more  than  thirty 
years  at  that  place  and  a prominent  citizen  in  that 
section;  he  died  July  24,  1904,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Avis  Loveland,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Fenton  B.  Turck  of 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

(IX)  James  B.  Paine,  son  of  Elisha,  was  born 
in  Foster,  R.  L,  Nov.  ii,  1828,  and  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Providence  in  his  infancy.  From 
the  age  of  ten  to  fourteen  years  he  lived  with  his 
grandfather  Easton,  in  Eoster,  and  for  the  next 
three  years  worked  for  his  father  on  the  farm  on 
Broadway  in  Providence.  He  next  learned  the 
molder’s  trade  which  he  followed  for  four  years. 
For  a few  years  he  was  in  a market  in  Broad  street. 


and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  continued  the 
teaming  business  for  a few  years.  He  built  the 
store  at  Nos.  233-235-237  Cranston  street,  and  es- 
tablished a hardware  store  which  he  sold  in  1888. 

In  politics  Mr.  Paine  is  an  uncompromising  Re- 
publican, and  was  at  one  time  warden  of  Provi- 
dence. He  is  active  in  the  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  its  Finance  committee.  He  is  the  eldest 
director  of  the  High  Street  Bank  and  president  of 
the  Citizens’  Savings  Bank  of  Providence.  His 
first  connection  with  the  latter  institution  was  at 
a time  when  its  deposits  were  about  $900,000,  and 
it  now  has  over  $9,000,000  deposits.  He  is  a 
careful,  conservative  business  man,  whose  judgment 
in  financial  matters  is  considered  sound  and  safe. 

Mr.  Paine  was  married,  Oct.  19,  1882,  in  Prov- 
idence, to  Mary  A.  Simmons,  who  was  born  in 
Providence,  June  19,  1843,  daughter  of  George  and 
Ruth  (Angell)  Simmons,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Chace)  Angell.  Mrs.  Paine  de- 
scends from  some  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  state, 
her  ancestors  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Rhode  Island. 
She  is  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Daniel  Williams, 
(second  son  of  Roger  Williams),  whose  daughter 
Alary  married  a Mr.  Olney,  and  had  a daughter, 
Martha.  Mrs.  Paine  is  a member  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church. 

For  forty  years  Mr.  Paine  has  been  a member 
of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; of 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter ; and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Veteran  Association.  His  social  con- 
nections are  with  the  West  Side  Club,  Providence. 
In  1892  Mr.  Paine  erected  his  present  comfortable 
home  at  No.  no  Bridgham  street. 

DLNNELL  (Providence  family).  For  ap- 
proximately an  hundred  years  there  have  figured 
prominently  here  in  Providence  and  Pawtucket  as 
merchants  and  manufacturers  several  generations 
of  the  Dunnell  family,  descendants  of  Jacob  Dun- 
ned, a merchant  of  the  Island  of  Aladeira  and  Provi- 
dence, two  of  whose  sons,  the  late  Jacob  and 
Thomas  Lyman  Dunnell,  were  for,  perhaps,  a half 
century  and  more  identified  with  founding,  foster- 
ing and  developing  the  great  Pawtucket  industry 
which  still  bears  the  family  name,  and  as  well  in  later 
years  a son  of  the  former,  Mr.  William  Wanton 
Dunnell,  of  Warwick,  and  active  and  prominent  in  its 
business  and  social  life.  This  Dunnell  family  from 
the  beginning  has  allied  itself  with  many  of  the  first 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  both  in  position  and  his- 
tory, which  with  its  achievements  and  means  has 
made  it  one  of  influence  and  power. 

This  article  is  designed  to  touch  upon  the  ante- 
cedents and  lives  of  these  Providence  Dunnells. 

Michael  Dunnell,  Sr.,  married  Mary  Read  in 
1668,  and  died  in  1713  or  1717.  His  children  were; 
Mary,  Alichaill,  Thomas,  John,  Elizabeth,  Magda- 
len, Joseph,  Susannah  and  Johanna. 
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Thomas  Dunnell,  son  of  Michael,  Sr.,  was  born 
Nov.  20,  1672.  His  will  was  proved  Oct.  26,  1747. 
On  May  23,  1701,  he  married  Dinah  Brinsdell,  of 
Lynn,  To  this  marriage  were  born:  Jonathan, 
Mary,  Ruth,  David,  Thomas,  Susannah,  Abigail, 
Jacob  and  Amos. 

David  Dunnell,  son  of  Thomas,  born  in  1709, 
married  Nov.  9,  1732,  Kesiah  Ramsdill,  and  lived 
at  Lynn.  Their  children  were : Ruth,  Mary,  Solo- 
mon, Reuben,  Sarah,  Jacob,  David  and  Jonathan. 

Jacob  Dunnell,  son  of  David,  was  born  in  Lynn, 
Dec.  5,  1743.  He  was  twice  married:  On  Dec.  12, 
1771,  he  married  Rebecca  Florence;  and  on  Oct.  5, 
1781,  in  Boston,  he  wedded  Margaret  Pillsbury. 

Jacob  Dunnell  (2)  was  born  in  Boston  in  1784. 
In  1786  he  was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
Benjamin  Sumner.  His  first  work  was  in  New 
York  in  the  house  of  Halsey.  In  1801  he  went  to 
Madeira  in  the  employ  of  H.  Crawford  & Co.,  re- 
turning to  America  in  1807.  On  July  17,  1808,  he 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Judge  Daniel  and  Polly 
(Wanton)  Lyman,  a descendant  of  Richard  Lyman, 
who  came  to  New  England  in  1631  from  High  On- 
gar,  County  Essex,  England,  and  settled  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  Mr.  Dunnell  died  in  Providence,  May 
10,  1837,  aged  fifty-three  years.  His  widow  Mary 
died  March  4,  1876,  aged  eighty-seven.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Mary  Lyman;  Jacob;  Margaret,  who 
married  Samuel  Wardwell  Peckham,  of  Provi- 
dence; Thomas  Lyman;  Elizabeth  Lyman  and  John 
Wanton. 

Jacob  Dunnell  (3),  son  of  Jacob  (2)  and 
Mary,  was  born  in  North  Providence  (now  a part 
of  Providence),  Dec.  29,  1811.  On  Dec.  29,  1834, 
he  married  Amey  Dexter  Brown,  born  Feb.  22, 
1814,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lydia  (Williams) 
Brown ; he  a descendant  of  Chad  Brown,  who 
came  from  England  in  the  ship  “Martin,”  which  ar- 
rived in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  July,  1638,  and  who  soon 
removed  to  Providence,  R.  I.  From  this  settler 
Mrs.  Dunnell’s  descent  is  through  John,  James, 
Deputy-Governor  Elisha,  Capt.  Isaac  and  Isaac 
Brown  (2)  ; and  she  a descendant  of  Richard  Will- 
iams, of  Taunton,  Mass.,  1637,  her  lineage  being 
through  Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  Nathaniel  and  Na- 
thaniel Williams  (2),  the  latter  of  whom  married 
Lydia  Cobb. 

To  Jacob  (3)  and  Amey  D.  (Brown)  Dunnell 
were  born  children  as  follows : Mary  Lyman,  born 
Oct.  29,  1835,  died  Feb.  3,  1841 ; Sophia  Brown, 
born  June  14,  1837,  married  April  5,  1865,  John  T. 
Denny,  of  New  York  City;  Jacob,  born  Feb.  6, 
1839,  married  Sept.  25,  1861,  Jeannie  Tucker, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Chace  and  Jane  (Bull)  Blod- 
gett, and  the  following  five  children  blessed  the 
union:  Jacob,  Jacob  Wanton,  Amey  Dexter,  Henry 
and  Jane  Power;  Edward  Wanton,  born  Alay  8, 
1841,  died  in  that  same  year;  Amey,  born  June  17, 

1844,  died  in  that  same  year;  Adelia,  born  July  5, 

1845,  died  Nov.  28,  1853 ; Alice  Maude  Alary,  born 
Sept.  15,  1846,  married  Sept.  15,  1873,  Amasa  Ma- 


son Eaton,  of  Providence,  R.  I. ; Alargaret,  born 
Alay  3,  1848,  died  Aug.  28,  1849;  ^^d  William 
Wanton,  born  Sept.  13,  1850.  On  Sept,  ii,  1873, 
Air.  Dunnell  married  (second)  Alary  Attmore  Rob- 
inson. To  this  union  no  children  were  born. 

Air’.  Dunnell  was  educated  as  a bookkeeper  in  his 
native  city.  He  went  to  Pawtucket  in  about  1836, 
as  bookkeeper  and  assistant  at  what  has  since  then 
for  many  years  been  known  as  “Dunnell’s  Print 
Works,”  then  a small  establishment,  owned  by 
Royal  Sibley  and  Crawford  Allen,  and  run  by  Air. 
Sibley.  Calico  printing  was  then  in  its  infancy,  the 
machinery  printing  only  one  color.  Air.  Dunnell 
was  entirely  unacquainted  with  this  business  at  that 
time-,  but  soon  made  himself  thoroughly  familiar 
with  it,  and  when  a few  years  later  the  then  own- 
ers went  out  of  the  business,  he  was  capable  of 
taking  it  and  managing  it  successfully.  At  first  the 
business  was  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of 
Jacob  Dunnell  & Co.,  but  subsequently  the  Dunnell 
Alanufacturing  Company  was  formed,  and  such  it 
remained  till  1899.  For  a long  time  Air.  Dunnell 
was  president  of  the  Company,  as  well  as  manager, 
but  for  a time  toward  the  last  his  brother,  Air. 
Thomas  L.  Dunnell,  was  president,  while  Jacob  re- 
tained his  position  as  general  manager.  From  the 
small  beginning  noted,  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  Dunnell,  the  Dunnell  Print  Works  grew  to  the 
large  proportion  they  had  assumed  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Air.  Dunnell  grew  up  in  the  business 
until  he  stood  at  the  very  head,  and  there  was  no 
man  in  the  country  his  superior  as  a calico  printer 
in  all  its  parts.  He  gave  the  works  and  the  work- 
men his  personal  supervision,  kept  pace  with  all  the 
improvements  in  machinery,  knew  the  business 
thoroughly,  and  was  possessed  of  wonderful  busi- 
ness capacity. 

Mr.  Dunnell  was  a man  of  large  perceptions, 
and  of  high  ideals  of  honor  and  integrity.  At  one 
time  misfortune  overtook  him  in  his  business, 
through  misconduct  on  the  part  of  a former  treas- 
urer, when  these  last-mentioned  traits  shone  out 
with  remarkable  force,  and  no  creditor  lost  a dollar 
through  him,  although  he  had  by  them  been  re- 
leased from  all  legal  obligations  to  pay  them  in  full. 
He  never  held  any  public  office,  resolutely  declining 
all  tender  of  such  honors  (at  one  time  he  was  talked 
of  for  governor),  but  always  took  great  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  town  in  which  he  lived  and  in 
public  matters,  ever  wishing  the  best  men  for  pub- 
lic places,  and  ever  ready  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
assist  those  he  considered  the  best  men  into  such 
places.  He  had  no  college  education,  but  was  a 
man  of  much  general  intelligence,  being  a great  and 
thorough  reader  and  a good  thinker.  He  was 
formerly  a man  wonderfully  attractive  in  person 
and  manners,  and  a prince  in  entertaining  at  his 
own  house,  or  wherever  he  happened  to  be.  For  a 
number  of  years  prior  to  his  decease  owing  to  suf- 
fering with  disease  he  spent  his  time  at  home  in 
quiet.  He  had  a quick  temper,  and  at  times  was 
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bluff  and  blunt  to  a degree  that  caused  those  only 
partially  acquainted  with  him  to  dislike  him,  and  to 
consider  him  arbitrary,  and  even  tyrannical.  Per- 
haps the  best  commentary  on  this  phase  of  his  char- 
acter is  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  his  employes 
at  the  print  works  were  there  for  years,  for  twenty, 
thirty  and  more  years.  And  this  applies  as  well  to 
servants  at  his  home,  one  being  there  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  This  does  not  look  as  though  he  was 
a hard  master.  He  was  kind  and  benevolent  to  a 
degree  little  suspected  by  those  who  knew  him  only 
from  the  outside.  In  this  he  worked  for  the  grati- 
fication of  his  own  feelings  and  for  the  good  he 
could  do,  rather  than  for  the  public  knowledge. 
Many  a poor  family  has  enjoyed  a good  old-fash- 
ioned Thanksgiving  dinner  furnished  by  him  when 
even  themselves  were  unaware  from  whose  hands  it 
came ; many  a one  could  tell  of  kindness  on  his  part 
of  which  the  world  never  dreamed.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war  some  of  his  men,  among 
whom  was  Capt.  Levi  Tower,  wished  to  respond  to 
the  call  of  the  Government.  He  told  them  to  go, 
and  when  they  came  back  their  places  should  be 
ready  for  them.  More  than  this,  their  wages  should 
be  paid  to  their  families  while  they  were  gone  (the 
enlistment  for  that  time  was  for  three  months), 
and  anything  their  families  needed  during  their  ab- 
sence should  be  supplied,  even  to  the  paying  of  their 
store  bills.  And  these  promises  were  faithfully 
kept.  At  another  time  he  made  inquiries  as  to 
what  deserving  man  was  about  to  go  to  the  front, 
and  his  attention  being  called  to  a married  man  who 
had  just  enlisted,  he  sent  him  a sum  of  money  and 
kept  up  his  kindnesses  during  the  absence  of  the 
husband ; and  such  instances  as  these  might  be 
multiplied. 

Take  him  all  in  all.  Major  Dunnell,  for  that  was 
the  title  by  which  he  was  best  known,  was  a man 
whose  place  it  was  said  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
“will  be  hard  to  fill,  and  one  who  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  those  who  have  been  brought  in  contact 
with  him.” 

Jacob  Dunnell  died  May  21,  1886,  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  and  on  the  occasion  the  Providence  Daily 
Journal  said  editorially : “In  the  death  of  Jacob 
Dunnell,  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  has  lost  one  of 
its  active,  enterprising  and  well-known  manufac- 
turers. The  Dunnell  Print  Works  have  been, 
through  their  product,  familiar  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, both  because  of  the  quantity  and  excellence  of 
the  goods.  The  printing  of  calicoes  has  been  of  late 
years  even  more  precarious  as  a business  than  the 
ordinary  run  of  manufactures.  Mr.  Dunnell  has 
kept  his  large  establishment  in  operation,  doubtless 
with  profit,  certainly  with  entire  regard  for  his  es- 
tablished reputation.  It  is  such  men  that  make  the 
growth  of  a community.  Energetic,  capable,  per- 
sistent, they  start  and  maintain  new  enterprises  and 
give  employment  to  those  who  have  only  their 
manual  labor  as  an  inheritance  or  power.  Mr.  Dun- 
nell was  an  important  factor  in  the  prosperity  of 


Pawtucket ; he  was  a valuable  citizen  in  and  for  the 
State ; he  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  system  which 
has  given  employment,  education,  the  amenities  of 
a highly  civilized  life  to  those  who  would  never  have 
enjoyed  them,  as  here,  save  by  coming  here.  A 
great  manufacturer  who  is  in  accord  with  the  spirit 
of  our  people,  is,  of  course,  a great  public  bene- 
factor.” 

William  Wanton  Dunnell,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Amey  Dexter  (Brown)  Dunnell,  was  born  in  Paw- 
tucket, Sept.  13,  1850.  On  June  20,  1882,  he  mar- 
ried Susan  Williams,  daughter  of  Joseph  G.  and 
Lydia  Williams  (Presbury)  Grinnell,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  .Samuel  and  Myra  (Williams) 
Presbury,  Myra  (Williams)  being  a descendant  in 
the  sixth  generation  from  Richard  Williams,  of 
Taunton,  Mass.,  1637,  her  lineage  being  through 
Samuel,  Seth,  Benjamin  and  Benjamin  (2).  Mr. 
Dunnell  married  (second)  Caroline  Thurston  Butts, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Esther  (Thurston)  Butts,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  He  has  two  sons,  William  Wanton, 
Jr.,  and  Jacob. 

William  Wanton  Dunnell  received  his  primary 
schooling  in  the  Lyons  University  Grammar  School 
of  Providence,  and  at  the  Milton  Academy,  where 
he  was  a student  for  two  years.  He  fitted  himself 
for  college  at  Mowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classi- 
cal School  at  Providence.  In  1868  he  entered 
Brown  University,  but  attended  only  a few  months 
of  that  year,  going  abroad  with  his  family.  Return- 
ing in  1869  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1873, 
taking  the  degree  of  A.  B.  After  his  graduation  he 
again  spent  about  six  months  in  travel,  this  time  in 
the  United  States,  Central  America  and  Mexico. 
His  brother,  Jacob  Dunnell,  died  in  April,  1874. 
Prior  to  his  death  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  cot- 
ton goods  commission  business  in  Providence  under 
his  own  name,  having  as  his  clerk  Mr.  Edward  F. 
Child.  Upon  his  brother’s  death  Mr.  William  W. 
Dunnell  took  charge  of  the  business,  associating 
with  him  Mr.  Child,  the  firm  becoming  Dunnell  & 
Child.  Mr.  Dunnell  continued  in  this  business  un- 
til in  1881,  when  after  a six-months  trip  abroad  for 
rest  and  recreation  he  went  into  the  printery  of  his 
father  as  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  works,  his 
father  continuing  active  with  the  conduct  of  the 
works  for  about  two  years  after  this  time,  when  on 
account  of  failing  health  he  gave  over  the  entire 
management  to  his  son.  From  that  time  on  Mr. 
William  W.  Dunnell  continued  as  treasurer  and 
manager  of  the  Dunnell  Print  Works,  until  they 
were  finally  sold  to  the  United  States  Finishing 
Company,  in  1899,  and  for  a year  after,  or  until 
1900.  In  the  fall  of  1901  Mr.  Dunnell  purchased 
the  Oriental  Print  Works  of  Apponaug,  R.  I.,  and 
rebuilt  the  property,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  their  operation.  He  has  developed  this 
printery  to  about  the  size  of  the  Pawtucket  plant 
and  is  himself  sole  owner.  In  this  plant  Mr.  Dun- 
nell gives  employment  to  500  people  and  turns  out 
1,000,000  yards  of  printed  cloth  per  week.  This 
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line  of  manufacturing  has  been  his  business  life. 
He  has  been  at  various  times  a director  of  the  fol- 
lowing banks : The  Pacific  National  Bank  of  Paw- 
tucket ; the  Union  and  the  National  Bank  of  North 
America  of  Providence  ; he  is  also  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  Swan  Point  Cemetery,  and  has  taken  an 
especial  interest  in  the  new  additions,  and  the  im- 
provements, as  well  as  the  landscape  work  being 
done  on  the  new  portion.  He  is  a director  of  the 
Blackstone  iMutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and 
the  ^Merchants  IMutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
W hile  in  Providence  in  College  he  was  a member 
of  the  Psi  Upsilon  Greek  letter  society.  Mr.  Dun- 
nell  has  taken  no  active  part  in.  public  affairs,  his 
whole  time  being  devoted  to  business  interests.  He 
is  a careful  and  capable  business  man,  and  his- suc- 
cess has  been  not  alone  the  result  of  his  inheritance 
but  is  the  outcome  of  natural  ability  wisely  applied. 

EASTON.  The  Eastons  were  among  the  most 
prominent  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  Newport. 
Nicholas  Easton,  one  of  the  founders  of  Newport, 
and  his  two  sons,  Peter  and  John,  from  Lymington, 
County  Hants,  England,  embarked  at  Southamp- 
ton, in  iMarch,  1634,  for  New  England,  and  after 
their  arrival  here  tarried  first  at  Ipswich,  thence  in 
turn  stopping  at  Newbury,  Hampton  and  Rhode 
Island.  They  arrived  at  Portsmouth  in  1638,  and 
at  Newport  in  1639. 

(I)  Nicholas  Easton  was  a tanner.  As  stated, 
he  became,  one  of  the  most  prominent  public  men  of 
the  town  and  colony,  was  many  times  assistant  be- 
tween 1640  and  1653;  was  president  in  1650,  1651 
and  1654;  was  commissioner  in  1660,  1665  and 
1666;  was  deputy  governor  from  1666  to  1671,  and 
governor  in  1672,  1673  and  1674.  His  two  sons 
were  also  highly  honored,  filling  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  IMr.  Easton  was  horn  in  1593, 
and  was  three  times  married,  the  name  of  his  first 
wife,  who  was  the  mother  of  his  children,  being  un- 
known. Peter  Easton,  of  Newport,  son  of  Nicho- 
las, born  in  1622,  was  sergeant  in  1644,  commission- 
er in  1660  and  1661,  deputy  much  of  the  time  from 
1666  to  1681,  assistant  in  1667,  general  treasurer 
from  1672  to  1677  and  attorney  general  in  1674, 
1675  and  1676.  He  married  in  1643,  Cogge- 
shall,  and  they  died,  he  in  1694  and  she  in  1687. 

(II)  John  Easton,  the  other  son  of  Nicholas, 
born  in  1624,  was  attorney-general  for  Portsmouth 
and  Newport,  in  1653  and  1654,  attorney-general 
for  the  Colony  much  of  the  time  from  1656  to  1674; 
was  deputy  in  1665,  1666,  1671  and  1672;  assistant 
much  of  the  time  from  1666  to  1690;  deputy  gov- 
ernor in  1674  and  1675  and  1676,  and  governor 
from  1690  to  1695.  He  was  twice  married,  marry- 
ing (first)  Mehetabel  Gaunt,  the  mother  of  his 
children.  He  died  in  1705,  and  she  passed  away  in 
1673,  both  being  buried  in  the  Coddington  Burial 
Ground.  Newport  has  continued  the  home  of  some 
of  the  posterity  of  this  distinguished  trio. 

(III)  James  Easton,  son  of  John,  was  born  Feb. 


23,  1662.  He  married  Miriam  Allen,  born  in  June, 
1661,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Sarah  Kirby  Al- 
len, and  they  were  residents  of  Newport,  R.  I.  He 
died  March  23,  1697,  and  she  passed  away  about 
1732.  Their  children  were:  Stephen,  born  April 

5,  1682;  Nicholas,  Dec.  (or  Nov.)  27,  1683; 

Mary,  Nov.  10,  i()85 ; iMehetabel,  Nov.  19,  1687; 
Sarah,  Sept.  29,  1C89;  Peter,  Nov.  4,  1691;  Alice, 
Nov.  4,  1695;  and  Ruth,  Oct.  31,  1697. 

(IV)  Nicholas  Easton,  son  of  James,  born 
Dec.  (or  Nov.)  27,  1683,  died  Nov.  10,  1743.  He 
married  Hannah,  born  April  ii,  1685,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Susannah  (Nichols)  Hazard,  grand- 
daughter of  Robert,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Hazard,  first  of  record  in  this  country  at 
Boston  in  1635,  and  later  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. 
Their  children  were:  Nicholas,  born  Jan.  i,  1717; 
Jonathan,  Nov.  24,  1719;  and  Mary,  Nov.  24,  1721. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  Nov.  10,  1743,  and 
the  mother  Dec.  27,  1765. 

(V)  Jonathan  Easton,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  born 
Nov.  24,  1719,  and  married,  in  1742,  Ruth  Cogge- 
shall,  born  Jan.  25,  1724,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Easton)  Goggeshall,  granddaughter  of  John 
and  great-granddaughter  of  John  Goggeshall.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Easton  were  residents  of  Portsmouth,  R. 
I.  He  died  Dec.  9,  1795,  and  she  passed  away  Oct. 
20,  1759.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  born  May 
20,  1743;  Nicholas,  June  29,  1744;  Jonathan,  Aug. 

6,  1747;  Sarah,  Aug.  16,  1749;  Hannah,  Feb.  4, 
1751;  Benjamin,  Aug.  28,  1752  r Ruth,  Alarch  21, 
1754;  Patience,  July  21,  1756;  John,  Jan.  26,  1758; 
and  Stephen  and  Rebecca,  Aug.  18,  1759,  the  latter 
two  being  twins,  who  died  the  day  after  birth,  the 
mother  dying  the  next  day. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Easton,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  xVug.  28,  1752,  and  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
and  married  Esther  Barker,  of  Middletown,  who 
died  about  1814.  Their  children  were:  Betsey, 
who  married  Moses  Thurston  ; Ruth  C.,  who  mar- 
ried William  Thurston;  John,  who  married  Ruth 
Brown;  James;  Phebe,  and  Benjamin,  Jr. 

(VII)  Benjamin  Easton  (2),  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  Nov.  17,  1809.  On  Dec.  20,  1835,  he 
married  Charlotte  Tew  Tilley,  born  March  27,  1811, 
daughter  of  Abraham  D.  and  Ruth  N.  (Tew)  Til- 
ley, the  latter  daughter  of  Captain  William  Tew. 

Mrs.  Easton  descended  from  William  Tilley,  a 
native  of  Exeter,  England,  horn  about  1685,  who 
came  to  Boston  and  there  in  1736,  was  married. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Dorcas.  From 
this  immigrant  settler,  her  descent  is  through  Dea- 
con William  Tilley  and  Abraham  D.  Tilley. 

(I)  William  and  Dorcas  Tilley  were  of  Eng- 
land, Boston  and  Newport. 

(II)  Deacon  William  Tilley,  son  of  William, 
born  Oct.  19,  1738,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  died  April 
14,  1825.  He  married  (first)  in  1759  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Patience  Rogers,  who 
died  Aug.  28,  1800,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  in  January,  1802,  Catherine  Sabin, 
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who  died  Oct.  15,  1817,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
He  married  (third)  Elizabeth  Boone,  who  died 
Jan.  3,  1836,  aged  eighty-six  years.  His  children 
were  all  born  to  the  first  marriage. 

(III)  Abraham  D.  Tilley,  son  of  Deacon  Wil- 
liam, born  May  27,  1775,  died  June  5,  1845.  He 
married  Sept.  3,  1798,  Ruth  N.,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain William  Tew. 

(IV)  Charlotte  Tew  Tilley,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham D.,  married  Benjamin  Easton. 

Benjamin  Easton  {2),  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  Aliddletown,  on  what  was  known  as 
the  Easton  farm.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  in  Providence,  and  followed 
that  trade  as  an  occupation  during  his  active  life, 
which  terminated  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years, 
when  he  retired  from  business  with  a fair  com- 
petence. He  was  recognized  as  a first-class  me- 
chanic and  a very  industrious  man.  Eor  many  years 
he  was  engaged  in  work  as  foreman  for  others,  but 
later  in  life  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account 
as  a carpenter  and  jobber,  and  he  met  with  success 
in  his  chosen  line.  In  political  faith  Mr.  Easton 
was  in  early  life  an  old-line  Whig,  and  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  became  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  its  principles,  although,  being 
of  a quiet,  unostentatious  nature,  he  never  cared 
for  nor  sought  office.  He  was  a devout  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  gave  his  liberal 
support.  In  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Newport 
Sept,  3,  1892,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  that  city  lost 
one  of  its  most  highly  respected  and  esteemed  citi- 
zens, and  his  family  an  affectionate  and  considerate 
father.  His  wife  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  dying 
April  4,  1854,  in  Newport,  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 

On  Dec.  20,  1835,  Mr.  Easton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Charlotte  Tew  Tilley,  and  to  this 
union  the  following  children  were  born : ( i ) 

Henry  Tew,  born  S.ept.  22,  1836,  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  died  Jan.  17,  1896.  He  married,  Nov.  13, 
i860,  Martha  Adlam,  of  Newport,  and  they  had 
three  children,  Annie  Stanhope  (born  July  29, 
1861),  Wallace  Holbrook  (Aug.  12,  1868)  and 
Everett  Lindsey  Adlam  (Aug.  27,  1875).  (2) 

Benjamin,  Jr.  (3)  Thomas  Tilley,  died  unmarried 
in  1862,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  (4)  Mary 
Seabury  is  the  wife  of  Galen  Davis,  of  Newport. 
(5)  Catherine  Marsh,  married  James  Wallace,  of 
Providence,  and  in  that  city  she  died.  (6)  Char- 
lotte Amelia,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

(VTII)  Benjamin  Easton  (3),  son  of  Benja- 
min (2),  was  born  in  Newport,  Oct.  17,  1838,  and 
was  a pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
After  leaving  school  he  became  apprenticed  to  the 
carpenter’s  trade  under  his  father,  in  whose  employ 
he  remained  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he 
formed  a partnership  with  George  P.  Lawton,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Easton  & Lawton,  engaging  in  the 
grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Oak  street  and 
Broadway.  This  partnership,  however,  lasted  but 
about  six  months,  when  Mr.  Easton  sold  out  his 
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interest  to  his  partner,  and  again  took  up  the  car- 
penter’s trade  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  remain- 
ing at  this  vocation  for  about  two  years.  He  then 
enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a 
private  of  Company  E,  ist  R.  I.  Vol.  InJ.,  with 
which  he  served  faithfully  his  three  months’  service. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  he  returned 
to  New'port,  and  for  about  four  months  engaged  in 
the  meat  business  in  the  employ  of  the  late  Charles 
Spooner.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  the 
same  business  on  his  own  account,  and  so  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1882.  At  this  time  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  high  sheriff  of  Newport 
county,  and  he  received  the  election  to  this  office 
for  five  consecutive  years,  being  defeated  for*  the 
office  the  next  year,  but  at  the  following  election 
was  again  chosen,  continuing  for  two  years 
more,  in  all  a»  service  of  seven  years  in  that  office. 
In  1907  he  w^as  elected  a member  of  the  representa- 
tive council  under  the  new  charter  of  the  city  from 
the  Second  ward  for  a term  of  three  years. 
Since  retiring  from  the  shrievalty,  Mr.  Easton  has 
been  engaged  in  the  livery  business  on  West  Broad- 
way, where  he  has  been  very  successful.  Mr.  Easton 
is  a stalwart  Republican  in  politics,  although  in 
town  affairs  he  gives  his  support  to  the  candidate 
whom  he  deems  best  fitted  for  the  duties  of  the 
office.  In  fraternal  matters  he  is  a Mason,  holding 
membership  in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  E.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Newport.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
he  gives  his  liberal  support. 

Mr.  Easton  was  married  Nov.  12,  1863,  to  Mary 
Ann  Pitman  Tuell,  daughter  of  John  D.  Tuell,  of 
Warren,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
children  as  follows ; Elizabeth  Chaffee,  who  mar- 
ried Frederick  Greene,  connected  with  R.  H.  White 
& Co.,  of  Boston,  and  has  four  children,  Abby, 
Allen  Westcott,  Elizabeth  and  Gladys  Greene; 
Abby,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; 
Charlotte,  who  married  Albert  C.  Landers,  Jr.,  of 
Newport,  and  has  two  children,  Albert  C.  and 
Stewart;  and  Miss  Jane  Smith,  at  home. 

CRANSTON.  Probably  no  name  has  been 
more  closely  identified  with  Rhode  Island  history 
or  entitled  to  more  honorable  notice  than  that  of 
Cranston.  It  represents,  too,  an  ancient  and  dis- 
tinguished family  for  many  generations  and  in  many 
lines  prominent  in  Scottish  history.  It  is  the  pur- 
pose here,  however,  to  treat  only  and  briefly  of  the 
family  and  lineage  of  the  late  Barzillai  Cranston 
of  Providence,  several  of  whose  sons  have  been 
prominent  citizens  of  the  city,  and  some  of  whose 
descendants  are  still  residents  thereof.  Reference 
is  made  especially  to  James  Edward,  George  King, 
Henry  Clay  and  Francis  Augustus  Cranston,  all  of 
whom,  as  well  as  their  father,  have  been  largely 
identified  with  the  banking  interests  of  Providence. 

Barzillai  Cranston  was  born  March  12,  1793, 
at  Foster,  R.  I.,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Zilpha  (King) 
Cranston,  and  was  a direct  descendant  through  the 
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two  Governors  Cranston  of  Rhode  Island,  Hon. 
John  and  Hon,  Samuel,  who  were  in  direct  line  in 
the  fifth  and  sixth  generations,  respectively,  from 
Lord  William  Cranston,  and  through  the  family  of 
the  latter  descended  from  the  ancient  Earle  of 
Crawford,  Bothwell  and  Traquair.  Lord  William 
Cranston,  so  created  Nov.  19,  1609,  by  King  James 
VI.  of  Scotland,  married  Helen,  daughter  of  James 
Lindsley,  predecessor  of  the  Earle  of  Crawford. 

Erom  Lord  William  Cranston  Governor  Samuel 
Cranston’s  lineage  is  through  James,  John,  James 

(2),  and  Governor  John  Cranston. 

(II)  James  Cranston,  son  of  Lord  William, 
married  Elizabeth  Stuart,  daughter  of  Francis, 
Earl  of  Bothwell,  who  was  a grandson  of  James 
V.  and  nephew  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots. 

(III)  John  Cranston,  son  of  James,  married 
Christian,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Stuart,  prede- 
cessor of  the  Earl  of  Traquair,  also  of  the  Royal 
Stuarts. 

(IV)  James  Cranston  (2),  son  of  John,  was 
chaplain  to  King  Charles  I of  England  and  Scot' 
land, 

(V)  Governor  John  Cranston,  son  of  James 
(2),  born  in  1625,  came  to  New  England,  his 
name  first  appearing  in  the  Colonial  records  of 
Rhode  Island  in  1644,  which  time  he  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Portsmouth.  It  is  concluded  that 
about  1655  he  changed  his  residence  to  Newport, 
R.  I.  He  was  a leading  man  in  the  Colony.  He 
was  elected  Attornev  General  in  1654  and  le- 
elected  in  1655.  He  was  commissioner  from  New- 
port in  1655-56-57-60-63-64-65-66  and  assistant  in 
1669-70-71.  In  1672  he  was  elected  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor, and  also  in  1673,  and  again  in  ’676-77-78. 
In  November,  1678,  he  was  elected  Governor  and 
filled  that  office  until  the  March  following  when 
he  died  (March  12,  1680).  Gov.  Cranston  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon,  and  bore  the  title  of  M.  D. 
He  was  the  first  person  who  had  the  title  of  Major- 
General,  which  was  conferred  upon  him  in  King 
Philip’s  war.  He  married  Mary  Clarke,  who  was 
born  in  1641,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Frances 
(Latham)  Clarke;  she  died  April  7,  1711.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1659,  mar- 
ried (first)  Mary  Hart,  and  (second)  Judith, 
widow  of  his  brother,  Caleb ; Caleb,  who  married 
Judith  Parrett;  Mary,  who  died  young,  in  1666; 
James,  who  died  young  in  1662;  Benjamin,  who 
married  Sarah  Godfrey ; John,  who  married  Anne 
Newbury;  William,  who  married  Miriam  Nortin; 
Jeremiah,  who  died  in  167 — , aged  eighteen;  Peleg; 
and  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Brown. 

(VI)  Governor  Samuel  Cranston,  son  of  Gov- 
ernor John,  born  in  1659,  in  Newport,  married 
(first)  Mary  Hart,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Free- 
born (Williams)  Hart,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Roger  Williams;  she  died  in  1710,  aged  forty- 
seven  years,  and  he  married  (second)  Judith  Par- 
rett, widow  of  his  brother  Caleb  Cranston ; she  died 
in  1737,  aged  sixty-seven.  His  children,  all  by  the 


first  marriage,  were  : Mary  died  unmarried ; John, 
born  in  1686,  died  Oct.  15'  1745;  James;  Samuel; 
Thomas  settled  in  Swansea  and  died  at  sea ; Fran- 
cis married  Bahliel  Brenton;  and  Hart  married 
Nathan  Hatch. 

Samuel  Cranston  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
the  Colony  May  6,  1684.  In  1696  he  was  an  as- 
sistant, and  perhaps  had  been  assistant  or  deputy 
for  several  years  previously,  as  no  record  exists 
from  1692  to  1696.  He  was  elected  Governor  in 
1698,  succeeding  in  office  his  uncle  Governor  Wal- 
ter Clarke,  and  continued  to  be  re-elected  to  that 
office  until  1727,  having  died  incumbent  in  April 
of  the  latter  year,  making  his  term  of  that  office 
twenty-nine  consecutive  years.  “At  no  period  in 
our  colonial  history  was  there  more  need  of  the 
sterling  qualities  that  distinguished  Samuel  Crans- 
ton than  that  in  which  was  assigned  him  the  onerous 
task  of  administering  the  Rhode  Island  Govern- 
ment, and  he  proved  himself  the  worthy  successor 
of  his  venerable  uncle.  Governor  Walter  Clarke.” 

(VH)  Thomas  Cranston  was  a son  of  Gov- 
ernor Samuel. 

(VHI)  Peleg  Cranston,  son  of  Thomas,  livel 
at  Foster,  Rhode  Island. 

(IX)  Samuel  Cranston,  son  of  Peleg,  was  a 
resident  of  Foster,  Rhode  Island. 

(X)  Barzillai  Cranston,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
for  many  years  a prominent  citizen  and,  business 
man  of  Providence,  engaged  in  the  publishing 
business  as  a bookseller,  and  later,  about  1859,  he 
became  the  first  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  City 
Savings  Bank.  On  Jan.  24,  1822,  he  was  married 
to  Irene  Guild,  born  Feb.  ii,  1798,  and  to  them 
came  children  as  follows : 

(1)  James  Edward,  born  Nov.  22,  1822,  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Walker,  of  Providence.  They  had 
no  children.  Mr.  Cranston  was  for  several  years 
a bookseller  of  Providence,  and  was  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  of  that  city, 
and  succeeded  his  father  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
in  1868;  in  1878  he  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  George  K.  Cranston.  He  died  April  5, 
1901. 

(2)  Charles  Guild,  born  Jan.  17,  1826,  was 
engaged  in  business  in  the  West.  He  was  a con- 
tractor in  the  building  of  some  of  the  Western 
railroads,  the  New  York  Central  being  one.  His 
death  occurred  Oct.  6,  1901. 

(3)  Albert  B.,  born  May  15,  1828,  was  a 
merchant  in  California. 

(4)  George  King,  born  Sept.  8,  1830,  was 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Old  National  Bank,  Provi- 
dence, and  later  in  1878,  became  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  City  Savings  Bank,  succeeding  in 
that  position  his  brother,  James  E.  Cranston.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1899. 

(5)  Henry  Clay,  born  Aug.  27,  1832,  died 
May  27,  1896. 

(6)  Irene  M.,  born  Sept,  i,  1834,  married  W. 
H.  Dubosq,  of  Philadelphia. 
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(7)  Francis  A.  was  born  Feb.  4,  1837. 

(XI)  Henry  Clay  Cranston,  son  of  Barzillai, 
became  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in 
the  city  of  Providence.  “He  carved  out  his  own  way 
from  early  youth  and  rose  to  be  among  the  fore- 
most men  of  the  city.”  Mr.  Cranston  was  born 
in  Providence  Aug.  27,  1832.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  city  regularly,  and  during 
his  course  attained  several  honors.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  a fact  at  the  time  and  still  noticeable.  Be- 
fore he  had  became  of  age  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Charles  P.  Tillinghast  and  Charles  S. 
Bradley,  with  whom  he  studied  law  for  a number 
of  years.  Being  versatile  in  his  ambition  he  left 
the  law  office  and  commenced  a study  of  telegraphy, 
which  he  studiously  mastered  and  in  which  he  be- 
came very  clever. 

In  the  year  1848  the  Rhode  Island  Magnetic 
Telegraph  Company  completed  the  construction  of 
a line  from  Providence  to  Worcester  to  connect  with 
a line  which  had  been  previously  built  between 
New  York  and  Boston.  John  W.  Lane  was  the 
constructor,  and  the  first  operator,  and  after  the 
office  had  been  established  in  the  Worcester  pas- 
senger station,  Mr.  Cranston  became  the  first  pupil 
of  Mr.  Lane,  and  upon  the  extension  of  the* line  to 
Pawtucket,  Taunton,  Fall  River  and  New  Bed- 
ford he  was  sent  to  Fall  River  to  assume  charge 
of  the  local  office,  when  the  receipts  of  the  office 
were  hardly  sufficient  to  pay  the  young  man’s 
board. 

After  this  experience  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Providence  Journal  for  a year,  and  in  1851, 
under  John  R.  Bartlett,  who  had  been  appointed 
commissioner  on  the  Mexican  boundary,  Mr. 
Cranston  was  attached  to  this  commission,  as  as- 
sistant in  the  engineering  and  surveying  depart- 
ment, and  clerk  to  the  commissioner.  On  his  re- 
turn he  entered  the  office  of  the  Atlantic  Fire 
and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  and  in  1853  he 
entered  the  bank,  now  the  Old  National  Bank,  be- 
ing elected  assistant  cashier.  May  12,  1854,  and 
on  July  3,  1854,  he  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  cashier.  At  that  time  Mr.  Cranston  was  the 
youngest  cashier  in  the  State.  He  remained  in 
this  position  until  Oct.  i,  1864,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  private  banking  and  brokerage  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Butts  & Cranston.  George 
E.  Butts,  the  senior  partner,  afterward  went  into 
the  quicksilver  mining  business,  and  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Greene  & Cranston.  In  1875  the 
firm  failed.  The  firm  had  loaned  $417,000  to  the 
Providence  Tool  Company,  which  at  that  time  had 
taken  contracts  to  furnish  the  Turkish  government 
with  arms.  The  Turkish  government  was  slow  to 
pay,  and  consequently  affected  the  Tool  Company, 
which  embarrassed  the  firm.  The  endorsers  of  the 
Tool  Company  were  Rufus  Waterman,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  Richard  and  Jefferson  Borden,  cotton 
manufacturers  of  Fall  River.  Rufus  Waterman 


had  gone  to  the  wall,  and  the  cotton  business  be- 
ing in  a desperate  condition  it  made  matters  all 
the  more  distressing  for  the  firm.  It  was  not  long, 
however,  that  the  doors  of  the  bank  remained 
closed,  for  eventually  every  dollar  was  made  good 
thus  re-instating  the  position  of  the  firm.  While 
serving  as  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of  Provi- 
dence, Mr.  Cranston  was  instrumental  in  raising 
the  capital  of  the  bank  from  $160,000  to  $500,000 
and  also  in  establishing  the  Equitable  Fire  and 
Marine  Insurance  Company. 

In  addition  to  his  banxing  and  brokerage  busi- 
ness Mr.  Cranston  was  connected  with  and  inter- 
ested in  many  institutions  and  corporations.  He 
was  president  of  the  American  Ship  Windlass 
Company,  president  of  the  Providence  Telephone 
Company,  vice-president  of  the  City  Savings  Bank, 
treasurer  of  the  Providence  Arcade  Company,  clerk 
to  the  Rawson  Fountain  Company,  and  a director 
in  the  Equitable  Insurance  Company,  Rhode  Island 
Safe  Deposit  Company,  Quinebaug  Company,  the 
Armington  & Sims  Engine  Company,  Old  National 
Bank,  and  New  Market  Association.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Squantum  Club,  Providence  Athletic 
Association,  Board  of  Trade  and  a number  of  other 
organizations.  He  became  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  in  1874. 

“Mr.  Cranston  was  a man  of  seemingly  untiring 
energy  and  his  constant  devotion  to  his  business 
had  caused  many  protests  from  his  friends.  It  was 
due  to  this  continuous  and  faithful  application  of 
Mr.  Cranston  that  he  was  so  fortunate  in  his  busi- 
ness undertakings.  His  reputation  as  a business 
man  was  of  the  highest,  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
known  as  a man  of  integrity  and  industry.  His  de- 
votion to  business  did  not,  however,  make  him 
inattentive  to  his  social  duties,  and  several  benevo- 
lent objects  with  which  he  also  kept  constantly  in 
touch.  Many  were  his  friends  in  social  life  and  in 
business,  including  a host  of  acquaintances  among 
the  rich  and  poor.”  He  died  suddenly  at  his  home 
395  Benefit  street.  Providence,  May  27,  1896, 
from  a stroke  of  apoplexy. 

On  Dec.  15,  1858,  Mr.  Cranston  was  married 
to  Eliza  Seamons  Merriman,  daughter  of  William 
Punderson  and  Eliza  (Young)  Merriman,  and  to 
them  were  born  children  as  follows : Henry  Al- 
bert, born  Jan.  30,  i860,  died  March  18,  1889; 
Clara  Lippett,  born  Aug.  14,  1861 ; Eliza  Young, 
born  July  27,  1863,  died  Aug.  30,  1903;  and  Irene 
Guild,  born  Oct.  21,  1867.  Mrs.  Cranston  died 
Jan.  21,  1883. 

(XI)  Francis  A.  Cranston,  youngest  of  the 
children  of  Barzillai  and  Irene  (Guild)  Cranston, 
was  born  Feb.  4,  1837,  in  the  family  home  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Clemence  streets. 
Providence.  His  first  literary  training  was  in- 
struction in  the  alphabet,  received  at  a private 
school  kept  by  the  Misses  McNeal  near  his  home. 
When  old  enough  he  entered  the  Fountain  Street 
public  school,  and  he  continued  a pupil  in  the 
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public  schools  until  he  had  completed  the  course 
of  study,  being  then  seventeen  years  of  age.  In 
this  work  he  had  spent  three  years  in  the  high 
school,  and  during  the  last  two  years  of  the  time 
was  also  a student  in  Brown  University,  taking  a 
course  in  Chemistry  under  Prof.  Chase.  In  May, 
1854,  he  entered  the  National  Bank  as  clerk,  re- 
maining in  that  position  three  years,  when  he  was 
made  bookkeeper,  and  so  continued  until  1864, 
when  he  w'as  made  cashier.  In  1865,  the  National 
Bank,  then  operating  under  the  State  law,  was 
changed  to  what  is  now  the  Old  National  Bank, 
operating  under  federal  law.  Mr.  Cranston  was 
elected  cashier  of'  this  bank,  and  he  continued  as 
such  until  his  resignation  Jan.  14,  1902.  Mr. 

Cranston  prepared  the  paper  for  the  transforming 
of  the  Bank  from  a State  to  a National  Bank.  His 
time  of  service  in  this  institution  w'as  forty-seven 
years  and  eight  months.  Since  his  retirement  from 
the  bank  Mr.  Cranston  has  given  his  time  entirely 
to  the  conduct  of  his  own  private  affairs. 

In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Cranston  has  ever 
been  a strong  Republican,  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  taken 
no  active  personal  part  in  politics.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Unitarian  Club,  and  at  various  times  has 
been  a member  of  the  Athletic  Club  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Cranston  married  Sarah  Hill,  daughter  of 
Hiram  Hill,  of  Providence,  and  they  have  four 
children,  namely;  Frank  Hill,  Sarah,  Louise  and 
Helen.  He  is  a regular  attendant  and  supporter 
of  the  Unitarian  (First  Congregational)  Church  at 
Providence. 

Guild.  On  their  mother’s  side  the  chil- 
dren of  the  late  Barzillai  Cranston  are  de- 
scendants in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
Guild,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  branch  of 
the  Guild  family,  their  lineage  being  through 
Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Moses,  Moses  (2)  and  Irene 
(Guild)  Cranston,  these  generations  in  detail  in  the 
order  given  follow : 

(I)  John  Guild  came  from  Scotland  to 
America  about  1636,  and  is  first  of  record  here  at 
Dedham,  Mass.  He  was  admitted  to  the  church 
in  1640,  and  made  a freeman  in  1643.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  grantees  of  the  town  in  1643. 
He  married  April  24,  1645,  Elizabeth  Crooke,  of 
Roxbury.  Both  w'ere  members  of  the  Church. 
She  transferred  her  relation  from  the  church  in 
Roxbury  to  the  church  in  Dedham  in  1649.  She 
died  Aug.  31,  1669,  and  he  died  Oct.  4,  1682.  Mr. 
Guild  was  modest  in  his  deportment,  and  retiring 
in  his  habits,  was  industrious,  frugal  and 
thoroughly  honest. 

(H)  Samuel  Guild,  born  Sept.  7,  1646,  died 
Jan.  I,  1730.  He  married  Sept.  29,  1676,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ann  Woodcock,  and  lived 
on  the  estate  left  him  by  his  father. 

(HI)  Nathaniel  Guild,  born  Nov.  12,  1678, 
died  Jan.  28,  1774.  His  wdfe,  Mehetabel,  died  Feb. 


10,  1771.  They  were  residents  of  Dedham,  Alassa- 
chusetts. 

(IV)  Aloses  Guild,  born  Alay  14,  1725,  mar- 
ried heb.  I,  1753,  Rhoda  Mason,  of  Wrentham, 
who  died,  a widow,  in  1803. 

(V)  Moses  Guild  (2),  born  July  20,  1755, 
married  Aug.  ii,  1787,  Abigail  Everett,  of  Ded- 
ham, who  was  born  Aug.  8,  1760,  and  was  a 
cousin  of  Gov.  Edward  Everett.  For  more  than 
thirty  years  Mr.  Guild  was  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  transporting  merchandise  between  Boston 
and  Providence,  en  route,  to  New  York,  which 
business  was  continued  by  his  sons  until  the  open- 
ing of  railroads.  From  about  1822  until  his  death, 
he  was  one  of  the  largest  land  holders  in  South 
Dedham,  Alass.  He  had  a fine  farm  which  was  al- 
ways well  stocked  and  kept  in  good  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

(VI)  Irene  Guild,  born  Feb.  ii,  1798,  married 
Jan.  24,  1822,  Barzillai  Cranston,  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

JOHN  THOMAS  KENYON,  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  business  and  public  life  in  Olney- 
ville,  R.  L,  was  born  Nov.  24,  1839,  Wyoming, 
R.  L,  son  of  Isaac  Kenyon. 

Capt.  John  Kenyon,  grandfather  of  John  T., 
married  Kate  Vars,  of  the  old  Vars  family  of  Nian- 
tic,  R.  I.,  and  they  had  children  as  follows : Nancy ; 
Sally,  who  married  Jared  Barber;  Eanny,  who  mar- 
ried George  Barber;  Sophia,  who  married  Alichael 
Irving ; Drusilla,  who  married  Henry  Lowe ; Jesse ;. 
Burdick;  Isaac;  Charles;  Edward;  Godfrey;  and 
George. 

Isaac  Kenyon,  son  of  Capt.  John  and  father  of 
John  T.,  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  and  spent 
his  school  days  there  and  in  Richmond.  He  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mill  at  Brand’s  Iron  Works  (now  Wy- 
oming), and  lost  his  left  hand  in  a planer  at  Lo- 
custville  (now  Hope  V'alley)  during  the  war.  At 
one  time  he  ran  a grist  mill  at  Wyoming.  He  died 
aged  sixty-nine  years,  while  his  widow,  Julia  A.,, 
born  June  28,  1812,  in  Voluntown,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Sheldon  and  Rhoda  Edwards,  is  still 
living.  To  them  were  born:  John  T.,  born  Nov. 
24,  1839;  Selina  M.,  who  married  John  M.  Bur- 
dick, and  had  three  children,  J.  Howard,  Katie 
(who  married  George  Wood),  and  Julia  (who  died 
aged  sixteen)  ; Lauretta,  who  married  David  Segar, 
and  had  three  children,  Lola  (married  Walter 
Dyer)  Susie  (married  Harry  Rodman),  and 
Marcus  W.  (died  single  in  1902).  In  politics  Mr. 
Kenyon  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  Mechanics  Lodge,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  at  Hope  Valley. 

John  Thomas  Kenyon  spent  his  schooldays  at 
Wyoming,  R.  I.,  and  for  nine  years,  or  until  twen- 
ty-one years  old,  he  worked  at  the  mill  in  Wyom- 
ing for  A.  & W.  Fenner.  On  Oct.  4,  1861,  he  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  vol- 
unteers, and  enlisted  in  Company  'B,  ist  Rhode 
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Island  Cavalry,  being  corporal  of  the  company.  He 
vi^as  under  fire  at  Cedar  Mountain,  Second  Battle 
of  Bull  Run,  Grafton,  Fredericksburg,  Winchester, 
and  on  Oct.  4,  1864,  was  discharged  from  service 
at  Harrisburg,  Va.  He  returned  to  Wyoming  and 
was  employed  the  following  winter  in  a shoe-peg 
factory. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1865  Mr. 
Kenyon  worked  in  the  Nichols  & Langworthy  ma- 
chine shop  at  Hope  Valley,  later  clerking  in  the 
grocery  store  of  Horatio  N.  Burdick  at  Hope  Val- 
ley, and  in  the  fall  of  1865,  with  David  Segar,  took 
charge  of  a store  at  Valley  Falls  for  a year  and  a 
half.  For  three  years  he  drove  over  most  of  Rhode 
Island  and  eastern  Connecticut  for  John  Thurston 
& Co.,  confectioners,  located  in  the  City  Hall  build- 
ing, Providence,  and  was  for  three  years  with  M. 
B.  Arnold  & Co.,  confectioners  at  Central  Falls. 
In  1873  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  and  he 
has  since  been  engaged  as  a jobber  in  confectionery 
among  the  trade  in  Providence  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Kenyon  is  a member  of  Slocum  Post  No. 
10,  G.  A.  R. ; of  the  Masonic  Order;  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  American  Me- 
chanics. He  was  elected  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature  from  the  town  of  Johnston  in  1891, 
1892,  1894,  1895,  1896  and  1897,  was  elected  to  the 
city  council  of  Providence  in  1900,  and  in  1902 
again  served  as  representative  in  the  Legislature. 

On  March  26,  1865,  Mr.  Kenyon  was  married, 
in  Wyoming  to  Susan  Elizabeth  Segar,  daughter 
of  Francis  Brayton  Segar,  a well  known  merchant 
of  that  place.  She  died  June  28,  1906.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  marriage,  as  follows ; ( i ) 

Frank  Isaac,  born  Feb.  10,  1866,  in  Hopkinton,  R. 
L,  was  for  thirteen  years  a resident  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  and  for  two  years  city  treasurer ; he  married 
Nettie  Hosmer  of  that  city,  and  died  there  May  6, 
1898.  (2)  Charles  Segar,  born  Oct.  30,  1867,  in 

Valley  Falls,  is  general  manager  and  treasurer  of 
the  Georgia  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company, 
with  residence  at  Savannah,  Ga. ; he  married  (first) 
Nellie  Campbell,  now  deceased,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  Susan  H.  and  Frank  C.,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Pearl  Carkuf,  by  whom  he  has  one 
son — John  T.,  2nd.  (3)  Harry  Peckham,  born 
Dec.  8,  1871,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  is  in  business  with 
his  father;  he  married  Nancy  L.  Ball,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  has  three  children,  Alice  May,  Helen 
Ball  and  Julia  Sheldon. 

In  1907  Mr.  Kenyon  made  a trip  abroad,  visit- 
ing Europe,  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land ; and  he  has 
also  traveled  extensively  in  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing visited  every  state  in  the  union  but  two.  Mr. 
Kenyon’s  residence  at  No.  10  Rye  street,  was  built 
by  him  in  1883,  and  has  ever  since  been  his  home. 

HOWARD  FAMILY  (Lineage  and  family  of 
Gov.  Henry  Howard). 

(I)  The  record  of  this  branch  of  the  family  is 
traced  to  Thomas  Howard,  born  about  1643,  who 


died  in  1700.  He  was  of  record  at  Lynn  and  En- 
field, Mass.,  the  latter  now  being  Enfield,  Conn.  On 
Nov.  15,  1667,  he  married  Ruth  Jones,  of  Glouces- 
ter, Mass.,  born  Feb.  22,  1645  1 she  died  after  Nov. 
14,  1718. 

(H)  Benjamin  Howard,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
May  4,  1686,  at  Enfield,  Mass.,  removed  to  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  Feb.  3,  I738"39- 
On  Sept.  10,  1710,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Peter  Lee,  born  in  1690,  died  Feb.  22,  1774- 

(HI)  Solomon  Howard,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
Sept.  27,  1716,  died  before  June,  1801.  He  resided 
in  Warwick  and  is  of  record  as  buying  land  there  in 
1747.  He  married  prior  to  1743,  Hannah  (sup- 
posed to  be  Weels).  He  enlisted  in  the  2nd  Regi- 
ment Artiller)',  July  10,  1780,  and  w'as  discharged 
Dec.  25,  1780. 

(IV)  Peter  Howard,  born  June  30,  1745,  died 
May  15,  1803.  He  married  May  ii,  1776,  Abigail 
Giles,  born  April  20,  1756,  died  Jan.  23,  1831. 

(V)  Judge  Jesse  Howard,  son  of  Peter,  was 

born  April  14,  1793,  and  died  April  6,  1881.  He 
was  married  April  4,  1825,  to  Mary  King,  born  May 
25,  1800,  died  Dec.  6,  1884,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Alice  Crawford  (Mathewson)  King.  Alice  C. 
iMathewson  was  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Mathew- 
son, a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Crawford)  Cook. 
Sarah  Cook  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Susan- 
nah Crawford,  and  the  latter  was  daughter  of  Gab- 
riel Bernon,  the  noted  Huguenot  refugee  who  set- 
tled in  Rhode  Island.  Of  the  three  children  of 
Judge  Jesse  Howard,  (i)  Henry  was  born  April  2, 
1826.  (2)  Albert  Crawford,  born  Feb.  29,  1828, 

during  his  residence  in  Rhode  Island  was  well 
known  in  commercial  and  political  circles.  From 
1877  to  1880  he  was  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  He 
married  (first)  April  14,  1853,  Ellen  Murray,  born 
Nov.  2,  1834,  who  died  Jan.  25,  1.875,  leaving  five 
children — Mary  Alice  (born  June  21,  1854,  married 
Arthur  W.  Claflin,  of  Providence),  Ellen  Murray 
(born  Jan.  16,  1856,  married  Henry  Edmunds,  and 
resides  in  London,  England),  Albert  Harris  (born 
July  II,  1862,  resides  in  London),  Henry  Augustus 
(born  March  10,  1864,  resides  in  Boston),  and 
Jesse  Wayland  (born  Oct.  22,  1867,  died  March  i, 
1893).  Mr.  Howard  married  for  his  second  wife 
Jennie  Randall,  and  they  have  one  son,  Winthrop 
Randall.  (3)  Abby  Alice,  born  May  27,  1831,  mar- 
ried Augustus  H.  Preston,  and  died  in  Providence, 
Oct.  16,  1894,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Howard  W., 
who  resides  in  Providence. 

On  the  death  of  Judge  Howard  the  Providence 
Journal  said  editorially,  April  7,  1881 : 

“The  demise  of  Judge  Howard,  announced  in 
another  column,  again  reduces  the  sadly  diminished 
number  of  those  who  constituted  the  impelling  and 
directing  forces  of  the  State  during  the  exciting 
period  which  culminated  in  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Unwillingly  called  to  important  political 
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positions  in  early  life  Judge  Howard  became  identi- 
fied with  the  party  of  Jackson  and  Van  Buren,  and 
continued  to  act  with  the  Democrats  until  the  free 
suffrage  element  obtained  prominence  in  this  State. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  agitation  of  this  question, 
he  doubted  the  necessity  of  its  origin  and  distrusted 
the  reforms  contemplated  and  promised.  When  it 
became  evident  that  Mr.  Dorr’s  influence  was  in  the 
ascendant,  that  conservative  counsels  were  of  no 
avail  inside  of  the  party,  and  that  events  were  tend- 
ing to  the  extreme  arbitrament  of  arms,  in  company 
with  James  Fenner,  John  Brown  Francis,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Elisha  Mathewson,  Josiah  Westcott,  Daniel 
Howard  and  others  of  like  influence,  comprising  a 
minority  in  point  of  numbers,  but  a preponderating 
force  in  respect  of  strength  of  character  and  respect- 
ability, he  retired  from  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  joined  the  Whig  element  in  the  formation 
of  the  Law  and  Order  party.  Transferring  to  the 
new  organization  his  intensest  loyalty  and  the  rec- 
ognized wisdom  of  his  counsels,  he  occupied  therein, 
during  its  existence,  a position  as  conspicuous  as  the 
one  he  had  held  for  so  many  years  in  the  party  of 
his  early  affiliation.  With  the  dissolution  of  the 
Law  and  Order  party,  in  common  with  most  of 
those  who  were  termed  Law  and  Order  Democrats, 
he  retired  from  active  participation  in  public  af- 
fairs, though  continuing  to  act  with  his  new  asso- 
ciates in  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties. 

“Naturally  inclined  to  studies  of  a legal  charac- 
ter, Judge  Howard,  while  yet  young,  was  success- 
ively called  to  leading  positions  in  the  probate  and 
town  affairs  of  his  adopted  town  of  Cranston,  and 
was  returned  almost  as  soon  as  he  became  of  age 
to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  believed  that  he  sur- 
vived all  those  who  were  his  associates  in  the  Leg- 
islature at  that  time.  Prior-to  the  organization  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  its  present  form, 
he  was  called  to  the  Bench  of  that  Court  for  a num- 
ber of  years  in  succession,  and  although  never  a 
practitioner  at  the  Bar,  or  even  a member  of  the 
legal  profession,  he  was  distinguished  by  his  acumen 
when  the  principles  of  law  or  equity  were  involved. 
It  was  said  of  him  by  the  late  Judge  Richard  W. 
Greene  that  he  was  preeminent  among  all  his  ac- 
quaintances for  his  legal  intuition.  It  was  his  fortune 
through  all  his  mature  life  to  be  called  to  positions 
of  trust.  For  some  twenty  years  he  was  town  clerk 
of  Cranston,  and  for  about  the  same  period  cashier 
of  the  Cranston  Bank,  during  all  this  time  continu- 
ously serving  as  executor,  administrator,  or  guard- 
ian of  the  estates  of  others.  When  the  Peoples 
Savings  Bank  was  organized  in  1851,  he  was  the 
first  and  only  person  thought  of  as  treasurer.  With 
his  natural  self-depreciation,  he  declined  the  posi- 
tion in  distrust  of  his  fitness  for  its  responsibilities, 
and  only  yielded  out  of  deference  to  the  persistent 
demands  of  his  friends,  the  late  William  Sprague, 
Orray  Taft  and  others  who  had  been  prominent  in 
calling  the  institution  into  existence.  The  office 
which  in  diffidence  he  hesitated  to  accept,  he  filled. 


as  is  well  known,  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of 
all,  until  compelled  to  retire  under  the  pressure  of 
increasing  infirmities,  after  a devoted  and  faithful 
service  of  a quarter  of  a century. 

“Of  those  who  were  his  associates  in  political 
life,  scarcely  any  remain,  though  several  of  his 
coevals  who  were  in  intimate  association  with  him 
in  the  institution  for  savings,  survive  with  a lon- 
gevity quite  uncommon. 

“The  striking  points  in  the  character  of  our 
friend  were  his  unswerving  probity,  his  rare  ju- 
dicial analysis  and  method,  his  constant  abnegation 
and  subordination  of  self,  and  the  unusual  modesty 
of  his  aims  and  requirements.  Although  it  is  some 
years  since  his  stately  form  was  a familiar  presence 
in  our  streets,  there  are  not  a few  who  will  recall 
him  and  readily  realize  that  a perfectly  rounded 
life  has  passed  to  deserved  rest  and  peace.” 

(VI)  Henry  Howard,  son  of  Judge  Jesse, 
was  born  April  2,  1826,  in  the  town  of  Cranston, 
R.  1.  He  acquired  his  education  in  main  in  the 
academies  of  Fruit  Hill,  Seekonk  and’  Smithville, 
finishing  his  preparation  for  college  at  the  Uni- 
versity Grammar  school,  not  entering  college,  how- 
ever, owing  to  impaired  health.  He  soon  began 
the  duties  of  a mercantile  life,  and  later,  on  recov- 
ering a better  state  of  health,  he  studied  law  in  the 
office  and  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Warner  Hoppin,  a former  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  on  admission  to  the  Bar  in  1851,  became 
an  associate  in  the  practice  of  the  law  with  Mr. 
Hoppin.  Still  later  he  was  identified  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  with  the  late  Hon.  Thomas 
A.  Jenckes  and  Hon.  James  B.  Kimball,  until  his 
return  to  mercantile  life  in  1858.  On  giving  up 
the  practice  of  the  law  it  waS'  to  open  up  an  agency 
in  New  York  for  the  Harris  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  his  father-in-law  was  the  head. 
From  that  time  on  he  continued  to  be  identified  with 
the  cotton  manufacturing  in  the  Pawtuxet  Valley. 

On  the  death  of  Gov.  Elisha  Harris,  in  1861, 
the  New  York  office  of  the  Harris  Manufacturing 
Company  was  removed  to  Providence,  and  Mr. 
Howard  became  president  of  the  company,  a po- 
sition which  he  retained  until  it  was  finally  merged 
into  the  Interlaken  Mills  Corporation.  Mr.  How- 
ard was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Providence  Telephone  Com- 
pany and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  president 
of  the  Pintsch  Gas  Company,  and  the  Armington 
& Sons  Engine  Company,  and  a director  in  a num- 
ber of  other  corporations. 

Mr.  Howard  began  his  political  career  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Whig  State  committee  and  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Republican  party  of  this 
state.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion which  nominated  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856, 
and  the  same  year  was  elected  to  represent  the 
town  of  Coventry  in  the  General  Assembly.  In 
1872  he  was  one  of  the  presidential  electors  who  cast 
the  vote  of  Rhode  Island  for  President  Grant,  and 
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the  following  year  was  elected  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republicans,  being  re-elected  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  which  nominated  Hayes  and  Wheeler 
in  1876,  and  was  appointed  by  President  Hayes  a 
commissioner  to  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1878.  In 
1873  he  was  given  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 
by  Brown  University.  He  was  captain  of  the  Prov- 
idence Marine  Artillery  for  a time,  and  also  served 
as  a member  of  Governor  Hoppin’s  staff. 

Governor  Howard  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
the  late  Senator  Henry  B.  Anthony,  and  one  of  the 
famous  coterie  of  public  men  who  were  accustomed 
to  meet  at  times  in  the  Journal  editorial  room  for  the 
discussion  of  political  and  kindred  topics,  and  prior 
to  his  demise  was  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the 
famous  “Journal  Sunday  School.”  He  was  a fre- 
quent contributor  to  the  Journal  over  the  signature 
“H.  H.”  and  until  advancing  age  and  its  attendant 
infirmities  began  to  weigh  heavily  upon  him  re- 
tained his  interest  in  public  affairs,  although  but  a 
looker-on  where  he  was  wont  to  be  an  active  partic- 
ipant. 

Governor  Howard  displayed  considerable  in- 
genuity in  the  application  of  physics  to  manufac- 
tures. He  was  not  only  an  eminent  manufacturer 
but  a man  of  fine  intellectual  attainments,  possess- 
ing superior  talent  as  a writer  and  lecturer.  He 
published  numerous  letters  of  travel.  He  died  Sept. 
22,  1905,  at  his  beautiful  country  home  at  Harris, 
R.  I.,  and  on  this  event  the  Providence  Journal 
said  editorially : 

“Former  Governor  Henry  Howard,  dead  at  an 
advanced  age  and  after  nearly  twenty  years  of  re- 
tirement from  active  life,  was  a thoroughly  typical 
Rhode  Islander  in  birth,  training,  activities  and 
sympathies ; and  the  responsibilities  which  his 
birthright  entailed  he  was  always  ready  to  meet 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ities. His  services  in  the  promotion  of  the  chief 
industrial  interests  of  the  State  were  many  and 
valuable,  and  his  time  and  thought  were  freely  at 
the  command  of  those  who  found  in  him  a trust- 
worthy custodian  of  local  political  interests.  His 
alert  and  inquiring  mind  led  him  to  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  in  many  directions,  and  his  facile  pen, 
as  the  older  readers  of  the  Journal  will  gratefully 
recall,  enabled  him  to  share  with  others  in  a most 
entertaining  and  instructing  manner  the  ripened 
fruits  of  his  investigation  and  thinking.  He  was 
almost  the  last  not  only  of  his  generation  of  Rhode 
Islanders  but  of  a class  of  Rhode  Islanders  that 
the  changed  conditions  of  the  State  can  never 
reproduce.  The  Journal,  whose  loyal  and  helpful 
friend  he  was  for  many  long  years,  would  rejoice 
if  any  words  of  respect  and  praise  that  it  could 
offer  could  add  to  the  general  appreciation  of  his 
well-rounded  life.” 

On  Sept.  30,  1851,  Governor  Howard  was  mar- 
ried to  Catherine  Greene  Harris,  born  May  13, 
1830,  daughter  of  Gov.  Elisha  Harris,  and  she  sur- 


vives him,  the  mother  of  three  children:  Jessie  H., 
married  Feb.  4,  1874,  Edward  C.  Bucklin,  of  Prov- 
idence, and  they  have  had  six  children — Henry 
Howard  (deceased),  Edward  Carrington,  Jr., 
(deceased),  Harris  Howard,  Thomas  Peck,  Janet 
and  Dorothy;  Elisha  Harris,  born  July  22,  1856; 
and  Charles  T.,  born  April  4,  1859. 

(VH)  Elisha  Harris  Howard  was  born  July 
22,  1856,  in  Coventry,  and  completed  his  education 
in  the  Mowry  & Goff  English  and  Classical  school 
in  Providence.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Har- 
ris Manufacturing  Company,  and  later  became 
agent,  and  when  the  business  became  the  Harris 
Textile  Company,  he  was  made  treasurer  of  that 
concern,  a position  he  held  for  several  years  until 
the  corporation  was  merged  with  the  Interlaken 
Mills  Company.  He  then  engaged  as  a broker  in 
cotton  yarns  and  cloths  in  Providence,  for  a time 
being  associated  with  Charles  F.  Pray.  In  August, 
1906,  he  became  agent  for  the  Slater  Cotton  Com- 
pany, of  Pawtucket,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
He  is  a Republican  on  national  issues,  but  in  local 
matters  votes  independently.  While  a resident  of 
Coventry  he  served  as  president  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, and  from  1896  to  1898  was  a member  of  the 
Providence  City  Council  from  the  First  ward.  He 
is  a director  of  the  Narragansett  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  is  socially  connected  with 
the  Hope  Club. 

On  May  3,  1882,  Mr.  Howard  was  married,  in 
Providence,  to  Edith  Lockwood  Danielson,  born 
March  ii,  1861,  in  Lewiston,  Maine,  daughter,  of 
John  W.  and  Sarah  (Lockwood)  Danielson,  and 
to  them  were  born  these  children : Catherine,  born 
June  I,  1883,  died  Aug.  31,  1884;  John  Danielson, 
born  July  18,  1886,  is  a student  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity; Elisha  Harris,  Jr.,  born  March  9,  1890;  and 
Alice  Lockwood,  born  Oct.  19,  1894. 

(VH)  Charles  T.  Howard,  youngest  son  of 
Gov.  Henry  Howard  and  grandson  of  Judge  Jesse, 
was  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  April  4,  1859,  ^^"*4 
tended  the  district  schools,  Mowry  & Goff’s  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  school — from  which  he  graduated 
in  1875 — and  Brown  University,  graduating  in 
1878,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 
For  about  one  year  he  was  connected  with  the 
Harris  Manufacturing  Company,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1879  became  identified  with  the  Providence  Tel- 
ephone Company,  as  assistant  secretary,  in  1881 
becoming  secretary  and  treasurer,  positions  he  has 
held  to  the  present  time.  In  political  matters  he 
is  a Republican.  While  at  Brown  University  he 
was  a member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon,  and  he  is  now 
connected  with  the  University  Club  at  Providence. 

Mr.  Howard  was  married  (first)  May  6,  1884, 
to  Mary  Greene  Henry,  born  Nov.  19,  1864,  in  Cov- 
entry, daughter  of  Harris  and  Phebe  (Greene) 
Henry,  and  she  died  Oct.  26,  1893,  the  mother  of 
two  children:  Frederick  Nightingale,  born  May  9, 
1885,  is  at  Brown  University,  a member  of  the  class 
of  1908,  and  the  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity;  and  Charles 
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Berncn,  born  May  17,  1889,  died  July  5,  1890.  Air. 
Howard  was  married  (second)  Jan.  5,  1897,  in 
Coventry,  to  Gertrude  Harris  Payson,  born  Aug. 
21,  1879,  daughter  of  Willis  and  Phebe  (Green) 
Payson,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children : 
Henry  Howard  (2),  Sept.  27,  1902;  and  Alary 
Page,  Sept.  17,  1906. 

BATES  (Pawtucket  family).  Since  the  early 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  Pawtucket 
branch  of  the  ancient  Massachusetts  family  of  the 
name  through  several  brothers  and  their  sons  has 
numbered  among  its  members  the  most  substantial 
and  leading  men  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket.  Refer- 
ence is  notably  made  to  the  late  Whitman  Bates, 
Esq.,  long  a merchant  and  most  useful  and  influ- 
ential citizen;  to  his  brother,  the  late  Hon.  Nahum 
Bates,  merchant  and  banker,  legislator,  etc.,  whose 
business  life,  one  of  great  rectitude,  of  useful  citi- 
zenship, in  marked  degree,  covered  a period  of 
sixty  years ; and  to  the  former’s  son,  the  present 
Frederic  Bates,  Esq.,  of  similar  type,  who  has  long 
worthily  worn  the  family  name,  filling  useful  and 
honored  stations  in  business  and  social  life. 

It  is  with  these  men,  their  family  history  and 
genealogy,  this  article  is  to  deal  briefly.  In  pa- 
ternal line  the  Bates  family  is  not  only  ancient  in 
this  country,  but  also  across  the  sea  in  the  mother 
country.  Clement  Bates  the  emigrant,  and  pro- 
genitor of  this  branch  of  the  family  in  Massachu- 
setts, has  a pedigree  traceable  five  generations 
back  in  “Merrie  old  England.”  And  in  New  Eng- 
land, the  especial  branch  of  the  Bates  family  here 
considered  have  through  marriage  become  allied 
with  a number  of  the  first  families  of  New  England, 
as  will  be  noted  in  what  follows.  Below  is  set  for- 
word  in  chronological  order  the  Bates  lineage  of 
the  Pawtucket  family  from  the  emigrant  settler. 

Clement  Bates,  aged  forty  years,  with  Anna, 
his  wife  and  five  children,  embarked  at  London  for 
New  England,  April  6,  1635,  in  the  ship  “Eliza- 
beth.” Air.  Bates  settled  at  Hingham,  Alass.,  re- 
ceiving there  in  September,  1635,  a grant  of  land 
which  is  still  in  the  family.  The  name  of  Bates  was 
a common  one  in  England  for  nearly  two  centuries 
before  the  Puritans  took  their  departure  for  New 
England,  and  the  ancestors  of  Clement  are  trace- 
able for  five  generations  prior  to  that  period, 
thus ; 

(I)  Thomas  Bate  of  Lydd,  Parish  of  All  Hal- 
lows, died  in  1485. 

(II)  John  Bate  died  in  1552. 

(III)  Andrew  Bate  died  at  Lydd  in  1553. 

(IV)  John  Bate  of  Lydd  died  there  in  1580. 

(V)  James  Bate  died  at  Lydd  in  1614. 

(VI)  Clement  Bates,  of  Hingham,  Alass.,  died 
Sept.  17,  1671,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife, 
Anna,  died  Oct.  i,  1669,  aged  seventy-four  years. 
Their  children  were:  James,  born  in  1621;  Clem- 
ent, in  1623;  Rachel,  in  1627;  Joseph,  in  1630; 
Benjamin,  in  1633;  and  Samuel,  in  1639. 


(VII)  Joseph  Bates,  born  in  1630,  in  England, 
married  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  in  1657-58,  Esther, 
daughter  of  William  Hillard.  Mr.  Bates  was  a 
bricklayer;  was  constable  from  1675  to  1678;  se- 
lectman, 1671,  1677,  1684  and  1692.  He  resided 
on  the  paternal  homestead  in  South  street.  He  died 
April  30,  1706,  and  his  wife  passed  away  June  3, 
1709.  Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  in  1660; 
Esther,  in  1663;  Caleb,  in  1666;  Hannah,  in  1668; 
Joshua,  in  1671;  Bathsheba,  in  1673-74;  Clement, 
in  1676;  Eleanor,  in  1679;  and  Abigail,  in  1680. 

(VIII)  Joshua  Bates,  born  Aug.  14,  1671,  in 
Hingham,  Alass.,  married  in  1695-96,  Rachel 
Tower,  born  Alarch  16,  1674-75,  in  Hingham, 
Alass.,  daughter  of  Ibrook  and  Margaret  (Hardin) 
Tower.  Their  children  were:  Rachel,  born  in 
1696;  Joshua,  in  1698;  Bathsheba,  in  1699-1700; 
Elizabeth,  in  1703;  Solomon,  in  1706;  Isaac,  in 
1707-08;  and  Jacob,  in  1710. 

(IX)  Isaac  Bates,  born  March  3,  1707-08,  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  married  Dec.  28,  1732,  Martha 
Clark,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Lincoln) 
Clark.  They  were  residents  of  the  second  precinct 
of  Hingham.  He  was  constable  in  1740.  Their 
children,  all  born  in  Hingham,  were : Joseph,  born 
Aug.  29,  1733  (killed  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill)  ; 
Alicah,  Jan.  i,  1735-36;  Ezekiel,  May  8,  1738;  Re- 
becca, Nov.  9,  1740;  Olive,  in  October,  1743;  Lu- 
cretia,  Aug.  27,  1746;  Laban,  Oct.  30,  1749;  and 
Nicol,  April  6,  1753. 

(X)  Laban  Bates,  born  Oct.  30,  1749,  in  Hing- 
ham, Mass.,  married  Olive  Wheelock,  born  in  Men- 
don,  Alass.,  and  they  were  residents  of  Bellingham, 
Alass.  Air.  Bates  was  engaged  in  farming  and  was 
also  a merchant.  He  represented  his  town  in 
the  General  Court  of  Alassachusetts.  He  died  in 
Bellingham  in  May,  1832. 

(XI)  Nahum  Bates,  son  of  Laban  and  Olive 
(Wheelock)  Bates,  born  in  April  7,  1773,  in  Bel- 
lingham, Alass.,  married  June  4,  I797)  Pearley 
Ballou,  born  July  ii,  1778,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Major  William  and  Sally  (Burnett) 
Ballou,  and  a descendant  of  Maturin  Ballou,  one  of 
the  co-proprietors  of  the  Providence  Plantations  in 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  from  whom  her 
lineage  is  through  James,  Obadiah,  Rev.  Abner  and 
ATajor  William  Ballou.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
Air.  and  Airs.  Bates  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  town  of  Alendon,  Mass.  Here  they  became 
established  on  an  ample  homestead,  and  reared  an 
enterprising  family.  They  were  temperate,  industri- 
ous, economical  farmers  of  the  old  type  and  accumu- 
lated a handsome  property.  They  were  among  the 
most  substantial  members  of  the  community  and 
deservedly  enjoyed  the  respect  of  their  contempo- 
raries. Air.  Bates  died  on  his  homestead  Jan.  22, 
1847,  and  Airs.  Bates  passed  away  July*  2,  1865. 
Their  children,  all  born  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  were: 
Varnum  J.,  born  Feb.  28,  1798,  died  Sept.  4,  1868; 
Whitman,  born  Jan.  21,  1800,  died  Dec.  21,  1802; 
Laban,  born  July  5,  1&02,  died  Oct.  24,  1S78;  Whit- 
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man  (2),  born  March  9,  1805,  is  mentioned  below; 
Julia,  born  Oct.  9,  1807,  4ied  Jan.  26,  1877;  Na- 
hum and  Pearley  (twins),  born  March  6,  1811, 
died,  Nahum  on  Nov.  8,  1892,  and  Pearley  on  Dec. 
8,  1890;  William  B.,  born  Nov.  15,  1813,  died  in 
Pawtucket,  ]May  28,  1886;  and  Sylvia  W.,  born 
Dec.  16,  1818,  died  in  Providence,  July  30,  1901. 

(XII)  Whitman  Bates,  son  of  Nahum  and  Pear- 
ley (Ballou)  Bates,  born  March  9,  1805,  in  the  town 
of  INIendon,  Mass.,  married  Dec.  13,  1827,  Lucy 
Ann  Clark.  Like  the  majority  of  the  boys  of  his 
time  and  surroundings  young  Bates  worked  in  sea- 
son on  his  father’s  farm,  and  through  the  winters 
attended  the  neighborhood  district  school.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  with  a silver  dollar  in  his  pocket,  the  gift 
of  his  father,  and  which  is  still  possessed  by  his  son, 
Frederic,  he  left  the  paternal  roof,  and  went  out 
into  the  world  to  do  for  himself.  He  began  his 
business  career  as  a clerk  in  the  old  Green  mer- 
chandise store,  in  the  town  of  South  Milford,  Mass. 
He  was  frugal  and  economical,  saved  his  earnings, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  employer  purchased  the 
business.  This  he  disposed  of  in  1835.  His  next 
venture  was  as  landlord  of  a tavern  in  South  Men- 
don.  Mass.  One  year’s  experience  seemed  enough 
of  this,  and  in  1836  he  located  in  Pawtucket,  then 
a Massachusetts  town.  In  1837.  in  connection  with 
his  brother,  the  Hon.  Nahum  Bates,  he  purchased 
the  grocery  and  dry  goods  store  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Alanson  Thayer.  The  Bates  Brothers  con- 
tinued in  the  dry  goods  business  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Whitman  Bates,  Dec.  12,  1849,  meeting  with 
large  success.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  passing 
away  March  26,  1889. 

Whitman  Bates  was  one  of  the  leading  and  in- 
fluential men  of  Pawtucket.  A man  of  high  morals 
and  religious  life,  he  left  his  impress  upon  society. 
For  many  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Pawtucket, 
and  was  a member  of  the  building  committee  when 
the  present  church  edifice  was  erected,  in  1842. 
Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates, 
Caroline  L.  and  Frederic.  The  daughter,  born  Oct. 
10,  1828,  married  Dexter  T.  Chilson,  of  Mendon, 
IMass.,  who  died  Sept.  12,  1862,  in  Pawtucket.  She 
passed  away  in  Pawtucket  May  7,  1877.  They  had 
one  daughter,  Lucetta  Thayer,  who  died  in  Phila- 
delphia, Feb.  13,  1885.  Mr.  Chilson  was  engaged  in 
business  with  Mr.  Bates. 

(XIII)  Frederic  Bates,  son  of  Whitman  and 
Lucy  Ann  (Clark)  Bates,  was  born  Aug.  22,  1831, 
in  the  town  of  South  Milford,  Mass.  His  school 
days  were  begun  in  his  native  town  and  closed  in 
Providence.  His  father  having  located  in  Paw- 
tucket in  1836,  when  Frederic  was  a mere  lad,  the 
boy  there  attended  the  Grove  street  grammar 
school  and  the  old  academy  on  IMain  street.  He 
was  prepared  for  college  at  what  was  then  the 
school  conducted  by  Lyon  and  Frieze,  as  proprie- 
tors, but  later  the  Lniversity  Grammar  school,  at 


Providence.  He  entered  Brown  University  in- 
tending to  complete  the  college  course,  but  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1849  interfered  with  this, 
and  he  dropped  out  of  college  to  devote  himself 
to  business,  his  uncle,  Mr.  Nahum  Bates,  continu- 
ing to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  old  firm.  Here 
as  clerk,  young  Frederic  received  what  might  have 
been  considered  a handsome  remuneration,  $125  per 
year  for  his  services,  which  amount  about  paid  his 
board  only.  It  was  not  long,  however,  until  his 
services  were  in  demand,  and  he  elsewhere  found 
employment  more  remunerative.  This  was  with 
the  business  house  at  Providence  of  L.  D.  Anthony 
& Co.,  wholesalers  and  retailers  of  fancy  goods, 
which  concern  gave  him  $250  per  year.  The  year 
1853  found  him  in  business  for  himself.  Associated 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Dexter  T.  Chilson,  he 
in  that  year  purchased  the  business  of  N.  Bates  & 
Co.,  established  by  his  father  and  long  conducted 
in  the  Bates  name  by  the  two  brothers.  This  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Chilson  & Bates  they 
conducted  alone  successfully  until  1858,  at  which 
time  they  admitted  to  the  firm  one  of  their  clerks, 
Mr.  James  A.  Leckie,  the  firm  name  then  changing 
to  Chilson,  Bates  & Co.  Mr.  Bates  in  1862  pur- 
chased the  interest  in  the  business  held  by  Mr. 
Chilson,  the  firm  continuing  as  Bates  & Leckie  until 
1866,  when  it  was  closed.  In  1867  IVIr.  Bates,  to- 
gether with  his  old  partner,  purchased  a stock  of 
goods  in  Providence,  opening  same  for  business  ' 
there,  but  owing  to  declined  health,  he  withdrew 
from  business  in  less  than  a year.  Again  in  1880, 
he  went  into  active  business,  but  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  years  was  again  compelled  to  give  up 
active  work.  During  these  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Linton  Brothers,  manufacturers  of 
card  board,  in  which  business  he  was  engaged  for 
two  years,  when  he  sold  his  interests.  Since  then 
he  has  lived  retired,  occupying  his  time  in  caring 
for  his  private  and  real  estate  interests.  Through 
his  keen  business  foresight,  and  careful  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs,  he  has  accumulated  considerable 
means,  and  is  resting  at  the  old  family  home  at 
No.  84  Walcott  street  in  its  enjoyment.  Mr.  Bates 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Franklin  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  served  as  a director  of  same  for 
several  years.  He  is  a director  of  the  xA-tnerican 
Textile  Company,  of  Pawtucket. 

Like  his  forefathers  and  others  of  the  Bates 
name  and  family  for  years  at  Pawtucket,  Mr.  Bates 
has  by  his  moral  and  religious  life  been  a guide 
and  inspiration  to  many  who  have  come  under  the 
influence  of  his  life  and  teaching.  Fie  united  with 
the  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church  in  1856,  and 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  it  ever  since.  From 
1882  to  1885  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 

day-school of  the  church.  He  was  elected  trustee 
of  the  church  April  28,  1862,  and  has  since  sus- 
tained such  relations  with  it,  being  now  the  senior 
trustee.  He  was  a member  of  the  building  com- 
mittee at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  present 
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church  edifice  in  1868.  Mr.  Bates  is  a member  of 
Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Pawtucket 
Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Council, 
No.  2,  R.  & S.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  thrice  il- 
lustrious master  ; and  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery, 
No.  8,  Knights  Templar,  of  which  he  served  as 
treasurer  for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Bates’  political  affiliations  have  been 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  at  one  time  a 
member  of  the  Pawtucket  town  council,  and  at 
the  time  its  only  Republican  member. 

On  June  ii,  1856,  Mr.  Bates  was  married  to 
Harriet  Newell,  daughter  of  Amos  M.  Read,  and 
one  child  blessed  this  union,  a daughter,  Adelaide 
Underwood  Bates,  who  was  born  Feb.  6,  1867; 
she  was  married  May  31,  1893,  to  Edward  Gerry 
Tuttle,  of  New  York  City,  where  he  is  a practising 
surgeon  of  renown.  To  this  union  have  come  two 
children:  Kathleen  Harriet  Tuttle,  born  Aug.  26, 
1894;  and  Edward  Gerry  Tuttle,  Jr.,  born  June 
4,  1898.  Mrs.  Frederic  Bates  passed  away  in  Paw- 
tucket Dec.  25,  1895,  a woman  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

A.  G.  CRUMB.  One  of  the  best  known  men  in 
the  South  County  section  of  Rhode  Island,  is  the 
pioneer  quarry  owner  in  the  granite  section  of  the 
State,  Alexander  Greene  Crumb,  and  he  descends 
from  an  old  colonial  family. 

For  two  hundred  and  thirty  years  the  family  of 
this  name  in  Southern  Rhode  Island,  has  been  a 
continuous  one  and  identified  with  the  history  of 
this  Commonwealth.  At  this  time  it  is  actively 
and  most  worthily  represented  in  the  manufactur- 
ing firm  of  A.  G.  Crumb  & Sons  of  Westerly,  an 
establishment  of  nearly  sixty  years  standing,  and 
the  senior  member  of  which  has  long  been  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  and  prominent  public  men  of 
his  section  of  the  State,  having  for  years  honorably 
and  creditably  served  his  town  in  official  capacities, 
and  for  a decade  represented  it  in  both  branches 
of  the  General  Assembly.  This  article  is  to  refer, 
and  but  briefly,  to  some  of  the  southern  Rhode  Is- 
land Crumbs  and  the  family  history.  In  the  geneal- 
ogy that  follows  the  Roman  numerals  indicate  gen- 
erations from  the  first  known  connected  ancestor. 

Daniel  Crumb  or  Crombe  was  of  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  in  1668.  There  is  a tradition  in  one  branch  of 
the  family  that  he  came  from  Scotland  and  settled 
on  Crumb’s  Neck  in  Westerly.  Another  tradition 
in  another  branch  of  the  family  is  that  his  family 
can  be  traced  back  to  Cromwell’s  time.  Another 
tradition  holds  that  the  Crumbs  and  Crumps  were 
originally  one  race.  At  all  events  there  was  a 
Crump  in  Cromwell’s  army  from  whom  the  Crumps 
are  said  to  have  descended,  but  as  a family  they  set- 
tled in  Virginia.  The  name  has  been  and  still  is 
variously  spelled.  Crumble,  Crumbbe,  Crume, 
Crumb  and  in  New  York  State  where  Dutch  spell- 
ing prevailed,  Krom,  Krum,  Krumme,  etc.  At  the 
present  time  the  Wickford  branch  spell  the  name 


Crombe,  southern  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 
branches  Crumb  and  the  western  branches  Crum 
and  Krom. 

The  earliest  record  of  Daniel  Crumb  yet  found 
is  in  the  Rhode  Island  Colonial  Records  Oct.  28, 
1668.  “The  names  of  such  as  inhabit  at  Misquami- 
cut,  who  have  formerly  presented  their  names  to 
be  made  free  of  this  colony  do  now  also  again 
[present  them]  to  this  present  assembly,  and  are 
admitted.”  Then  follows  a list  of  names  in  which 
Daniel  Crumb’s  is  the  sixth.  From  Elder  Clarke’s 
“Old  Book,”  is  taken  the  record,  “A  true  list  of 
the  shares  of  land  of  Misquamacuck  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  concerned  therein  entered  per  me, 
Joseph  Clarke,  town  clerk.”  In  the  book  the  records 
show  that  William  Dyer,  Samuel  Dyer,  John  Cook 
and  Daniel  Crumb  bought  John  Pepopody’s  land. 
At  the  drawing  of  the  house  lots  at  Misquamicut 
Sept.  15, 1661,  John  Peperdy  (Peabody)  drew  Lot  i. 
These  lots  were  twelve  rods  wide  and  twenty  broad. 
The  town  was  to  begin  on  the  north  side  of  the  brook 
by  the  great  neck  and  so  extend  up  along  the  east 
side  of  the  highway,  the  neck  being  left  for  common. 
When  the  plans  for  the  settlement  of  Misquami- 
cut were  begun  at  Newport  seven  men  promised  to 
go  there  and  settle,  and  these  seven  were  to  receive 
larger  tracts  of  land  than  the  other  prospectors. 
Of  the  seven  only  three  settled  in  Westerly,  To- 
bias Saunders,  Robert  Burdick  and  Joseph  Clark, 
Jr.  The  lands  were  given  to  other  persons,  and  John 
Peabody  seems  to  have  drawn  Lot  i which  he 
afterward  divided  and  sold.  This  must  have  beei> 
at  some  time  previous  to  October,  1668,  as  the  name 
of  Daniel  Crumb  was  presented  for  the  second  time 
on  that  date,  and  he  must  have  been  a land  holder 
before  he  could  apply  for  freedom. of  the  Colony. 
In  the  year  1669,  when  lots  were  again  drawn  in 
Westerly,  Daniel  Crumb  drew  Lot  23  at  the  town 
meeting.  On  May  17,  1671,  Daniel  Crumb,  with 
twenty-four  other  inhabitants  of  Westerly,  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  the  colony  of 
Rhode  Island.  In  the  next  few  years  Daniel  Crumb 
must  have  been  very  busy,  clearing  his  land,  build- 
ing a house  and  getting  a home  ready,  for  on  April 
6,  1675,  Thomas  Miner  records  in  his  “Diary”  “that 
he  married  on  that  day  Daniel  Crumb  and  Sarah 
Harris.”  His  happiness  was  short  lived,  however, 
his  bride  living  only  a few  months,  for  on  Nov.  7> 
1676,  Thomas  Miner  again  records  that  he  married 
on  that  date  Daniel  Crumb  and  Rachel  Roberts. 
During  King  Philip’s  war  Westerly  was  practically 
abandoned,  many  of  the  inhabitants  returning  to 
Newport  to  their  families.  Daniel  Crumb,  perhaps, 
put  himself  under  the  care  of  Connecticut,  as  he 
became  one  of  the  Connecticut  volunteers  in  the 
war  against  the  Indians.  His  name  is  the  one 
hundred  and  third  on  the  list  in  the_  order  of  enlist- 
ment. As  a reward  for  his  service,  in  the  year  1700 
he  received  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  about 
thirty-five  acres  in  the  present  town  of  Voluntown. 
In  the  drawing  of  lots,  he  received  No.  iii.  Ra- 
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chel  Crumb,  Daniel’s  second  wife,  must  have  died 
in  1682,  leaving-  three  children:  William,  who  was 
admitted  a freeman  of  the  colony  in  1699,  in  March, 
when  he  became  of  age,  a right  that  belonged  to 
the  oldest  son  of  a freeman,  a daughter  who  married 
Edward  Austin,  and  who  was  probably  dead  in 
1713  when  her  father  died,  and  a son,  Daniel,  who 
was  living  at  Westerly,  Dec.  21,  1694.  On  that 
date  Daniel  Crumb  registers  the  ear  mark  of  his 
cattle  and  calls  himself  Daniel  Crumb,  Sr.  Whether 
this  son  emigrated  to  New  York  State  or  died  is 
unknown.  About  1683  Daniel  Crumb  married  a 
third  time.  His  wife  was  Widow  Alice  Haughton, 
whose  husband,  Richard  Haughton,  died  at  New 
London  in  1682.  They  evidently  had  no  children. 
On  Dec.  2,  1699,  Governor  Cranston  issued  a war- 
rant for  the  arrest  of  fourteen  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Westerly,  among  them  Daniel  Crumb,  “for  re- 
monstrating under  their  hands  (in  the  town  meet- 
ing) against  the  choosing  of  rate  makers  according 
to  an  assembly  act  at  Warwick  Oct.  25,  1699.” 
This  was  said  to  be  high  contempt  against  his 
majesty’s  authority  in  the  Colony.  Whether  the 
men  were  ever  arrested  or  not  does  not  appear. 
From  this  time  on  several  land  transactions  of  Dan- 
iel and  Alice  Crumb  are  recorded.  On  April  13, 
1713,  the  town  council  of  Westerly  met  at  Isaac 
Thompson’s.  It  was  reported  to  them  that  Daniel 
Crumb  had  died  intestate,  and  the  council,  accord- 
ing to  Colonial  law,  proceeded  to  make  a will  for 
him.  By  the  right  of  primogeniture  his  son  Wil- 
liam evidently  inherited  his  land.  The  council  says 
nothing  about  this,  but  orders  the  funeral  expenses 
and  debts  to  be  paid.  The  personal  property  was 
divided  into  thirds,  of  which  the  widow  Alice  was 
to  have  one-third.  Then  William  Crumb,  the 
executor,  was  to  pay  to  himself  and  every  one  of 
Daniel’s  orphans,  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  their 
equal  part  or  proportion  of  the  remainder  of  the 
movable  estate.  The  estate  inventoried  £35  9s.  6d. 
In  addition  the  widow  Alice  was  to  have  the  full 
use  and  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  house  and  land 
due  her  by  law  during  her  natural  life.  On  May 
I,  1713,  and  Sept.  17,  1713,  Alice  Crumb  gives  Wil- 
liam Crumb  receipts  for  her  share,  and  Nov.  2d 
Edward  Austin  gave  a receipt  for  his  share  in  the 
estate  of  “my  father-in-law,  Daniel  Crumb,”  and 
quitclaimed  all  further  right  in  the  estate. 

(I)  William  Crumb,  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  born 
between  August,  1677,  and  March,  1678,  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  March  4,  1699.  In  1710  and  1711 
he  was  a buyer  in  both  the  Lewis  and  Maxson  pur- 
chase in  Hopkinton.  His  first  wife  was  Mercy, 
who  was  living  in  1724,  as  in  that  year  the  records 
show  that  she  signed  a deed.  She  was  an  original 
member  of  the  First  Seventh-Day  Church  at  Hop- 
kinton, and  was  recorded  there  in  1712  and  1718, 
but  died  before  the  record  of  1740.  According  to 
the  will  of  William  Crumb,  made  in  1741,  he  had 
six  children  by  his  first  wife:  Joseph,  Rachel,  Wil- 
liam, Mercy,  Jemima  and  Elizabeth.  Rachel 


Crumb  first  married  Joseph  Hassell  or  Hadsall,  the 
marriage  taking  place  Nov.  10,  1715.  As  she 
would  hardly  have  been  married  earlier  than  fifteen 
or  sixteen,  and  as  her  brother  Joseph  was  evidently 
older  than  she  was,  we  may  place  the  marriage  of 
William  and  Mercy  Crumb  about  1698.  William 
Crumb  married  April  25,  1736,  for  his  second  wife 
Hannah  Lewis,  evidently  the  youngest  daughter  of 
the  first  Daniel  Lewis,  and  born  about  1703. 
She  was  a member  of  the  First  Hopkinton  Sabba- 
tarian Church  in  1740.  She  had  two  sons:  Daniel, 
born  Aug.  19,  1737,  and  Samuel,  born  Nov.  9, 
1740. 

William  Crumb  made  his  will  July  6,  I74i» 
after  the  birth  of  their  second  son.  The  child’s 
birth  was  recorded  in  the  Westerly  records  in 
August,  1741,  as  second  son  of  William  and  Han- 
nah Crumb,  soon  after  his  father  had  made  his  will. 
William  Crumb  gave  in  his  will  to  his  dearly  be- 
loved wife,  Hannah  Crumb,  the  profit  of  his  house 
and  lands  during  her  natural  life  or  until  the  two 
sons  he  has  had  by  her  are  of  age,  to  receive  their 
parts,  after  which  she  is  to  receive  one-third  dur- 
ing her  natural  life.  She  is  also  to  have  the  profits 
of  his  movable  estate  that  is  left  after  his  debts  and 
legacies  are  paid,  for  bringing  up  the  children  he 
has  had  or  shall  have  by  her,  and  in  case  she  wishes 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  of  the  movable  estate  to 
help  bring  up  the  children  she  is  to  do  so,  and  all 
that  is  left  after  his  decease  is  to  be  divided  among 
his  children  equally.  He  bequeathed  to  her  chil- 
dren his  house  and  lands  to  be  divided  between 
them  after  she  has  done  with  them.  He  gives  to 
his  son  Joseph  Crumb,  his  daughter  Rachel  Pendle- 
ton, his  son  William  Crumb,  his  daughters  Mercy 
Lanphear,  Jemima  Butler,  and  Elizabeth  Saunders, 
one  shilling  in  addition  to  what  he  had  given  them 
already.  He  appoints  his  wife  Hannah  Crumb 
sole  executrix  of  the  estate.  The  will  was  pro- 
bated June  30,  1746.  The  inventory  having  been 
made  May  26,  1746,  showed  £52,  3s  6d.  Hannah 
Lewis  Crumb  married  March  27,  1748,  Stephen 
Hall,  for  her  second  husband. 

(II)  Joseph  Crumb,  of  Westerly,  eldest  son 
of  William  and  Mercy,  was  born  about  1699.  In 
June,  1734,  he  married  Amey,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  granddaughter  of  Nathaniel  Cottrell,  of  Wes- 
terly. Their  children,  of  Westerly  record  were; 
Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  27,  1735,  married  Feb.  23, 
1758,  Nathan  Saunders.  Joseph,  born  Sept.  22, 
1737,  died  young;  Joseph  (2),  born  Sept.  20,  1738; 
Samuel,  born  Aug.  22,  1740;  Waite,  born  July  6, 
1742;  Amey,  born  July  6,  1745;  William,  born 
Aug.  31,  1747;  David,  born  July  18,  1749;  and 
Sylvester,  born  Feb.  23,  1751. 

(II)  Daniel  Crumb,  son  of  William  and  Han- 
nah, born  Aug.  19,  1737,  married  Elizabeth  Kenyon, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Abigail  Kenyon,  and  had 
(all  of  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  record)  : Sarah,  born  Jan. 
20,  1765;  Abigail,  born  Oct.  22,  1766,  married  a 
Thompson,  and  lived  in  North  Stonington ; Hannah, 
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born  Dec.  25,  1768;  Daniel,  born  Oct.  22,  1770, 
died  in  infancy;  Samuel,  born  Aug.  2,  1772;  Daniel 
(2),  born  March  16,  1776,  married  Lucy  Tefft,  of 
Stonington,  Aug.  19,  1797;  Hunneman,  born  Feb. 
2,  1779;  and  William,  born  May  2,  1781.  On  Nov. 

1799)  Daniel,  Sr.,  deeded  to  Daniel,  Jr.,  fifty  acres 
of  land  in  Hopkinton,  and  in  1816,  be  deeded  to  his 
daughter,  Abigail  Thompson,  one  hundred  acres  in 
Hopkinton.  Samuel  Crumb’s  death  is  recorded 
July  18,  1798,  and  Daniel  Sr.,  and  Daniel,  Jr.,  in- 
ventoried his  estate. 

(Ill)  Joseph  Crumb  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Sept.  20,  1738,  married  April  13,  1764,  Hannah 
lirand,  and  their  children  of  Westerly  record  were : 
Amey,  born  March  30,  1765 ; Joseph,  born  Feb.  10, 
1768;  and  Samuel,  born  March  14,  1769.  There 
must  have  been  at  least  two  other  sons,  as,  in  the 
census  of  1774,  he  is  recorded  as  “living  at  Westerly 
with  one  male  and  one  female  over  sixteen,  four 
males  and  one  female  under  sixteen.” 

(Ill)  David  Crumb,  son  of  Joseph,  born  July 
18,  1749,  married  Dec.  12,  1771,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Denison,  of  Stonington,  Conn.  Their 
children  were:  Denison,  born  March  31,  1772; 
David,  born  Oct.  19,  1773 ; and  Hannah,  born  Nov. 
21,  1775;  Rebecca,  born  Aug.  27,  1777. 

(Ill)  Sylvester  Crumb,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Feb.  23,  1751,  married  Jan.  23,  1779,  Grace  Culver, 
and  their  children  of  Westerly  record  were : Syl- 
vester, born  Oct.  18,  1779;  William,  born  April  21, 
1782;  Elizabeth,  born  July  23,  1784;  Joel,  born  Oct. 
7,  1786;  Culver,  born  Dec.  8,  1788;  Hannah,  born 
April  14,  1791  ; Sands  N.,  born  July  18,  1793 ; John, 
born  May  i,  1795;  Wait,  born  Oct.  29,  1797.  Syl- 
vester Crumb  is  said  to  have  owned  a part  of 
Crumb’s  Neck  in  1800,  and  his  house  was  known 
as  the  “red  house,”  from  its  having  at  one  time 
received  a coat  of  red  paint. 

Simeon  Crumb  (recorded  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  as  son  of  William)  married  Jan.  23, 
1783,  Harriet  Pendleton,  daughter  of  Samuel,  and 
their  children  were:  Nancy,  born  Sept.  15,  1783; 
Fanny,  born  Dec.  25,  1784;  Elsie  or  Alice,  born 
Aug.  24,  1786,  married  Joshua  Sisson,  son  of  Peleg, 
May  II,  1811;  Simeon,  born  March  22,  1788; 
Rhoda,  born  April  ii,  1790,  married  a Thompson; 
Prudence,  born  Feb.  25,  1792;  Betsey,  born  April 
12,  1795;  Phineas,  born  Feb.  15,  1797,  married 
(first)  a Van  Houston,  and  (second)  in  about 
1834,  in  Preston,  Conn.,  Nancy  Chapman  ; Charles, 
born  Nov.  12.  1798;  Rowland,  born  Oct.  i,  1800; 
and  George  Washington,  who  was  liorn  June  ii, 
1803. 

(II)  Samuel  Crumb,  youngest  son  of  William 
and  Hannah,  was  born  in  1740.  He  seems  to  have 
settled  in  Charlestown,  and  his  children  were  born 
there.  It  is  supposed  he  married  Tacey  Cran- 
dall, who  was  born  Nov.  30,  1769,  and  died  at 
Charlestown  Nov.  18,  1852.  aged  eighty-three.  The 
children,  as  reported,  were : Samuel,  who  married 
Mary  West;  Jesse,  who  married  IMary  Hall;  Elias, 


who  married  Nancy  Eldredge ; Gardner,  who  mar- 
ried Hannah  Hazard  ; Tanner  ; Christopher  ; Joseph, 

who  married  Abby  Jane  ; and  Betsey, 

who  married  Joseph  Wilcox. 

(II)  Rachel,  daughter  of  William  Crumb,  Sr.,  . 
married  (first)  Joseph  Hadsall,  or  Hassell,  and  had 
children:  Thankful,  Mercy,  Sarah,  Joseph,  Wil- 
liam, James  and  Jemima.  On  June  4,  1736,  she 
married  (second)  Obadiah  Pendleton. 

(II)  Dlercy,  daughter  of  William  Crumb,  Sr., 
became  the  second  wife  of  Daniel  Lanphear. 

(II)  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Crumb, 
Sr.,  married  Samuel  Saunders. 

(II)  Jemima,  daughter  of  William  Crumb,  Sr., 
married  a Butler. 

Alexander  Greene  Crumb,  son  of  Gardner  and 
Hannah  (Hazard)  Crumb,  was  born  Nov.  2,  1830, 
in  Charlestown,  R.  I.  In  boyhood  he  had  such 
school  privileges  as  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  general 
rural  boy  of  that  period,  in  season  working  on 
the  farm  and  later  as  a farm  hand  for  others.  He 
next  turned  his  attention  to  the  granite  business, 
learning  the  trade  of  a granite-cutter,  and  after 
gaining  a knowledge  of  it  and  the  business,  in  1857, 
he  engaged  in  that  line  for  himself  in  the  town  of 
Westerly,  and  in  Hopkinton.  This  has  been  his 
occupation  through  life,  and  during  upward  of 
fifty  years’  service  in  it  he  has  gradually  established 
a prosperous  and  successful  business,  and  a reputa- 
tion as  a business  man  and  citizen  of  high  order, 
and  his  two  sons  have  grown  up  in  the  business, 
and  for  years  have  been  associated  with  the  father. 
Their  plant  is  located  near  Niantic,  in  the  town  of 
Westerly,  and  is  modernly  equipped  for  first  class 
work  and  quick  service. 

As  the  years  passed  the  people  of  his  community 
saw  from  the  successful  management  of  his  own 
affairs  in  Mr.  Crumb  a good  man  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  community  and  town  and  called 
him  to  official  capacities  of  responsibility  and  trust. 
He  was  for  eight  years  a merriber  of  the  town  board 
of  Assessors.  In  1888  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  town  council,  and  he  continued  so  to  serve  un- 
til 1894,  and  as  president  of  that  body  in  1893-94. 
He  was  elected  a member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  from  the  town  of  Westerly  in  the 
spring  of  1895,  and  again  in  1896.  In  1899  was 
chosen  a member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  has  served 
three  years  and  seven  months.  Such  a life  needs 
no  eulogy.  One  has  only  to  read  between-  the  lines 
to  judge  of  the  man. 

Under  the  head  of  “Three  Good  Men,”  the 
Westerly  Sun  of  Oct.  30.  1901.  said  of  A.  G.  Crumb 
as  one  of  the  three:  “The  Republican  candidates 
for  membership  in  the  General  Assembly  from 
Westerly  are  all  deserving  of  a full  vote.  Senator 
Crumb  has  proven  his  efficiency  by  years  of  public 
service,  and  he  occupies  in  the  present  Senate  one 
of  the  most  important  committee  places,  that  of 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Einance.  This  not 
only  gives  him  numerous  duties  when  the  General 
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Assembly  is  in  session,  but  it  makes  him  one  of  the 
State’s  financial  managers  the  year  through.” 

On  Jan.  15,  1857,  Mr.  Crumb  was  married  to 
Sarah  Frances  Himes,  and  to  their  marriage  have 
come  the  following  children : Erskine  A.,  of  Nian- 
tic,  who  married  Hannah  Clark;  Edward  S.;  Susan 
E.,  who  married  Cass  Wilcox,  of  Shelter  Island,  and 
has  three  children ; Frank,  Clarence  and  William ; 
Eugenia  A.,  who  married  James  McCall,  and  has 
three  children,  Eugenia,  Alexander  and  Edith;  and 
William  A.  Of  these  William  A.  was  accidentally 
killed  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  by  falling  from  a 
bicycle,  in  the  rapid  descent  of  a steep  hill ; he  was 
a member  of  the  firm  with  his  father  and  brother. 
Mr.  Crumb  is  a member  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church  at  Niantic,  and  he  and  his  family  take 
an  important  and  active  part  in  its  work  and  main- 
tenance. 

LAPHAM  (Providence  family,  line  of  Hon. 
Duty).  The  Laphams  of  that  region  of  country 
on  either  side  of  the  line  separating  the  States  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  have  been  a con- 
tinuous family  here  for  upwards  of  two  and  one- 
third  centuries,  and  many  qf  them  have  been 
substantial  men  and  women  of  useful  citizenship, 
prominently  identified  in  the  social  and  public  life 
of  their  communities.  Here  in  Rhode  Island  the 
home  towns  of  the  family  have  been  in  main  those 
coming  out  of  ancient  Providence ; and  here  in  the 
now  city  of  Providence  for  a half  a century  and 
' more  have  figured  conspicuously  several  of  the  name 
in  public  affairs  and  in  the  legal  profession.  Refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin  Newell 
Lapham,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  State, 
and  long  and  prominent  in  public  life ; and  to 
the  present  Hon.  Oscar  Lapham,  also  a lawyer  of 
prominence,  a veteran  and  officer  of  the  Civil  war, 
a State  senator  from  Providence,  and  a member  of 
Congress  for  the  First  Rhode  Island  district;  and 
whose  father  before  him,  the  late  Hon.  Duty  Lap- 
ham, of  the  town  of  Burrillville,  was  a leader  in 
public  affairs  of  his  town,  presiding  over  the  town 
council,  representing  the  town  in  the  State  Assem- 
bly, etc. 

This  article,  however,  is  to  treat  only  of  the  Duty 
Lapham  branch  of  the  family,  leaving  other  branches 
to  other  papers.  The  following  family  history  and 
genealogy  is  arranged  chronologically,  beginning 
with  the  earliest  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Lapham,  born  in  1635,  appears  as  a 
freeman  at  Providence,  in  1673.  .He  was  deputy 
that  year  and  constable  in  1675.  He  married  April 
6,  1673,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Frances 
(Hopkins)  Mann.  Their  first  child  was  born  in 
Providence,  the  next  two  at  Newport,  and  the  rest 
at  Dartmouth,  Mass.  . At  a meeting  held  at  Mr. 
LaphanFs  house  in  Dartmouth  in  1699,  Jacob  Mott 
and  three  others  undertook  to  build  a meeting- 
house for  the  Society  of  Friends,  toward  which 
Mr.  Lapham’s  contribution  was  five  pounds.  The 


meeting-house  was  built  in  that  same  year,  and  was 
the  first  erected  for  worship  in  that  town.  Mr. 
Lapham  died  in  1710.  His  children  were:  Mary, 
born  March  i,  1674;  John,  Dec.  13,  1677;  William, 
Nov.  29,  1679;  Thomas,  Sept.  30,  1682;  Mary,  Oct. 

5,  1686;  and  Nicholas,  April  i,  1689. 

(II)  Nicholas  Lapham,  son  of  John,  born  April 
I,  1689,  married  Dec.  i,  1726,  Alercy,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Mowry)  Arnold.  In  1745  Mr. 
Lapham  owned  land  in  Providence,  Smithfield  and 
Glocester,  R.  1.  He  died  in  1758.  His  children 
were : Solomon,  Nicholas  and  Abigail. 

fill)  Solomon  Lapham,  son  of  Nicholas,  mar- 
ried Sylvia . By  the  will  of  his  father  Mr.  Lap- 

ham received  in  connection  with  his  brother  Nich- 
alas  the  homestead  farm  in  Dartmouth,  salt  marsh, 
etc.,  the  ^arm  to  be  so  divided  that  Solomon 
should  have  the  southerly  part  with  buildings  there- 
on, and  Nicholas  the  northerly  part,  etc.  Solomon 
removed  to  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  died  there,  in  1800, 
and  there  his  will  is  recorded.  Solomon  Lapham 
was  a large  farmer  in  Glocester  (now  Burrillville, 
R.  I.),  having  a large  estate.  The  products  of  his 
farm  were  famous  throughout  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  a man  of  substance  and  standing. 

(IV)  William  Lapham,  son  of  Solomon,  born 
Nov.  24,  1766,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  married  Jan.  5, 
1786,  Susanna,  born  July  13,  1767,  in  what  is  now 
Burrillville,  R.  1.,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Hannah 
(Cowen)  Ballou,  he  a descendant  of  Maturin  Bal- 
lou, one  of  the  founders  of  the  Providence  Planta- 
tions, his  lineage  back  being  traced  through  Ne- 
hemiah,  James  and  JMaturin  Ballou.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lapham  were : Arad,  born 
July  31,  1787;  Matilda,  born  Aug.  13,  1788;  Aretus, 
born  Oct.  8,  1789,  went  to  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and  left 
descendants;  Alfred,  born  June  ii,  1791;  Duty, 
born  Oct.  28,  1792;  Almon,  born  June  8,  1794;  Ma- 
rietta, born  Dec.  3,  1796;  Arnon,  born  July  i,  1798; 
Miranda,  born  Sept.  5,  1800;  Patience,  born  Jan. 
30,  1803 ; Julia,  born  Oct.  6,  1805 ; Alarvin,  born 
Jan.  II,  1807;  James,  born  May  6,  1808;  and 
Louis,  born  ]\iay'24,  1810.  Mr.  Lapham  died  Sept. 
15,  1841,  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  his  age,  and  his  widow  passed  away.  Sept. 

6,  1851,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

(V)  Duty  Lapham,  son  of  William,  born  Oct. 
28,  1792,  in  what  is  now  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  married 
Nov.  4,  1821,  Lucinda  Brown  (nee  Wheelock), 
daughter  of  Seth,  born  May  19,  1799,  in  Glocester, 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Lapham  was  a resident  of  Burrillville,  R.  I. 
He  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  occupation  for  a 
time,  then  a farmer.  He  was  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  intelligent  men  of  his  community  and  town, 
a leader  in  public  affairs ; was  frequently  a member 
and  president  of  the  town  council  and  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a man  of 
unusual  good  common  sense  and  judgment,  well-in- 
formed and  kept  abreast  of  the  times.  He  was  an 
authority  on  probate  law.  He  died  Dec.  24,  1879, 
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in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  esteemed  and 
respected  for  his  many  excellent  qualities.  Mrs. 
Lapham  died  Sept.  4,  1886. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lapham 
were:  Thomas,  born  March  16,  1823,  died  in  1846 
in  the  Mexican  war;  Charles  H.,  born  May  28, 
1825,  married  Jessie  M.  Eaton;  Pardon  Dana,  born 
April  3,  1829,  died  April  15,  1854;  Francis  G., 
born  Sept,  ii,  1832,  died  April  28,  1841;  and 
Oscar,  born  June  29,  1837. 

(VT)  Oscar  Lapham,  son  of  Hon.  Duty  and 
Lucinda  (Wheelock)  Lapham,  was  born  June  29, 
1837,  in  Burrillville,  R.  L,  and  in  the  schools  of  the 
town  and  in  different  boarding  schools  received  his 
elementary  education.  He  also  studied  at  home 
under  the  direction  of  his  father,  and  he  himself 
taught  school  for  a time.  He  was  prepared  for 
college  at  the  University  Grammar  school  in  Prov- 
idence, and  in  1864  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University.  In  the  meantime,  however,  through 
the  stirring  times  of  1862-63,  during  the  Civil  war, 
he  espoused  his  country’s  call  and  went  to  her  de- 
fence. On  Oct.  10,  1862,  he  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant  Company  B,  12th  R.  I.  V.  L,  and 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the 
13th  of  that  month  and  year.  The  Twelfth,  under 
command  of  Col.  George  H.  Browne,  left  Provi- 
dence for  Washington  in.  October,  1862,  and  was 
soon  brigaded  in  General  Casey’s  division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Defenses  of  Washington.  Later,  as 
a part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  the  regiment  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  1862, 
in  which  it  sustained  in  killed  and  wounded  a loss 
of  109.  The  regiment  accompanied  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps  in  January,  1863,  to  Newport  News 
and  later,  in  the  spring  following,  it  went  into 
Kentucky  as  a part  of  the  army  under  General 
Burnside,  who  had  been  assigned  to  the  Department 
of  the  Ohio.  Through  the  State  named  and 
about  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the  regiment  was  active 
until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service  in  July, 
1863.  With  the  Twelfth  young  Lapham  shared  the 
fortunes  of  war.  He  was  appointed  adjutant  Dec. 
27,  1862,  and  on  March  24,  1863,  commissioned 
captain,  being  mustered  in  and  assigned  to  Com- 
pany K.  On  June  29,  1863,  he  was  detached  for 
duty  as  Judge  Advocate  on  Court  Martial  at  James- 
town, and  on  July  29th,  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
He  was  also  captain  of  the  University  Cadets  of 
Brown  University. 

Returning  home  with  an  honorable  war  record, 
Capt.  Lapham,  after  completing  his  education,  in 
time  prepared  himself  for  the  legal  profession,  in 
the  office  of  B.  N.  & S.  S.  Lapham,  was  admitted 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  May,  1867,  and  located 
in  practice  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  this  has  since 
been  his  field  of  labor.  Here  he  has  established 
a lucrative  and  extensive  practice,  and  as  a lawyer 
stands  high  among  his  professfonal  brethren,  and 


as  well  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  j 
citizens. 

As  a Democrat  Colonel  Lapham  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  and  been  honored  by  his 
party  with  many  important  nominations  in  munic- 
ipal and  State  campaigns.  In  1887-88  he  represent- 
ed the  city  of  Providence  in  the  State  senate,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  committee  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Special  committee  to  investigate  State 
institutions.  He  was  elected  a representative  in 
the  United  States  Congress  from  the  First  District 
of  Rhode  Island,  in  1891,  and  re-elected  at  a spe- 
cial election  April  5,  1893,  for  the  succeeding  term, 
having  been  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in 
1882,  1886  and  1888.  He  is  a trustee  of  Brown 
University  and  a member  of  the  Advisory  and  Exe- 
cutive committee  of  the  University,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  Real  Estate  committee.  For  many 
years  he  was  colonel  of  the  United  Train  of  Ar- 
tillery, of  Providence.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Squantum  and  the  Press  clubs ; the  Loyal  Legion, 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society ; the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
Society  of  Brown  University,  the  University  and 
Democratic  clubs,  and  the  Army  and  Navy  Club, 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  is  also  one  of  the  corpor- 
ators of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Butler  hospitals. 

On  June  20,  1876,  Colonel  Lapham  was  married 
to  Miss  Clara  Louise  Paine,  of  Providence,  and 
their  one  daughter,  Annie,  born  Dec.  i,  1877,  died 
Dec.  15,  1877. 

ALLEN  OR  ALLIN  (Bristol  county  family). 
Since  about  1670  the  members  of  one  branch  of  the 
Allen  family  of  the  Barrington-Warren  Allens  have 
occupied  lands  in  that  region  of  country — the  de- 
scendants of  William  Allen,  whom  tradition  says 
came  to  this  country  in  1660.  Some  time  later  on 
beginning  with  the  birth  of  their  first  child  in  Bar- 
rington, in  1717,  is  a record  of  the  children  of  Jos- 
eph and  Johanna  Allen,  namely:  Hannah,  born 
March  27,  1717;  Joseph,  June  30,  1719;  Samuel, 
Dec.  22,  1721;  Jerusha,  March  22,  1724;  and 
Rachel,  March  4,  1727. 

There  were  numerous  Allens  early  in  Rehoboth 
and  Swansea,  Mass.,  from  whom  at  least  some  of 
the  later  Allens  of  Barrington  and  Warren  sprang, 
among  them  John  B.  Allen,  a son  of  John  and  a 
descendant  of  the  first  John  Allen  of  Swansea. 
Then  there  was  the  late  Hon.  Wheaton  Allen,  of 
Warren,  a native  of  the  near-by  Massachusetts  town 
of  Seekonk,  of  whose  antecedents  beyond  his  fa- 
ther Samuel  and  grandfather  Dr.  Samuel  Allen, 
both  of  Seekonk,  we  have  no  knowledge. 

From  the  early  Allens  of  this  region  have  come 
a number  of  men  who  took  an  active  and  leading 
part  in  the  development  of  the  country  and  have 
been  leading  and  prominent  men  in  their  commun- 
ities, some  of  whom  became  distinguished  in  mili- 
tary and  civil  life  and  in  the  professions.  During 
the  struggle  of  the  Colonies  for  independence  the 
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Allen  families  of  Barrington  and  Warren  were 
largely  represented  in  the  ranks,  and  among  them 
were  a number  of  officers,  the  most  conspicuous  of 
whom  was  Capt.  (afterward  Gen.)  Thomas  Allin, 
who  served  with  distinction  throughout  the  war; 
while  in  civil  life  there  was  rendered  during  that 
period  by  Hon.  Samuel  Allen  constant  responsible 
service  on  the  committee  of  ■ correspondence,  as 
later  in  the  legislative  halls  of  his  State  and  on  the 
Bench.  And  in  more  recent  years  prominent  in 
their  community  were  the  late  Capt.  Samuel  Allin 
and  his  brother,  Capt.  John  Jay  Allin,  men  who 
achieved  note  as  steamboat  commanders. 

From  William  Allen,  the  Barrington  settler,  as 
early  as  1670,  came  the  New  York  family  of  Allins 
— that  of  John  Jay  Allen,  whose  summer  home  is 
at  Annawomscott,  on  a portion  of  the  land  owned 
by  his  first  American  ancestor,  from  whom  his  line- 
age is  through  Thomas,  Matthew,  Gen.  Thomas, 
Ira,  and  Capt.  John  Jay  Allin;  and  from  the 
first  settler  through  Gen.  Thomas,  of  Revolutionary 
note,  have  descended  some  of  the  leading  families 
of  Bristol  county  and  the  State,  among  them  the 
Bicknells.  Here  follow  in  regular  order  the  de- 
tails of  the  various  generations  of  these  families 
from  the  settler,  each  generation  being  designated 
by  Roman  characters. 

(I)  William  Allen,  who,  it  has  been  stated  by 
some  of  the  family,  was  a native  of  Wales,  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1660,  is  of  record  at  Portsmouth 
(Prudence  Island),  R.  I.,  in  1683.  He  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land,  which  included  the  village  of 
Drownville  (now  West  Barrington),  built  a house 
and  was  a resident  of  the  place  prior  to  1670.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth,  and  both  died  in  the  year 
1685.  Their  children  were : Mary ; William,  of 
Portsmouth,  who  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court 
in  1705 ; Thomas,  of  Swansea,  Mass. ; Jonn,  of 
North  Kingstown,  R.  I. ; Matthew,  of  Portsmouth, 
Warwick  and  North  Kingstown;  Mercy;  Sarah, 
and  Benjamin,  born  in  1652,  who  married  Hope- 
still  Leonard,  and  was  the  father  of  Joseph,  spoken 
of  in  the  beginning  of  this  article. 

(II)  Thomas  Allen,  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Prudence  Barnes.  They  settled  in 
Swansea,  Mass. ; he  died  Aug.  12,  1719,  and  she  in 
that  same  year.  Their  children  w.ere : Elizabeth, 
Matthew,  Thomas,  Anne,  Rebecca,  Alathsie  and 
Abigail. 

(III)  Matthew  Allen,  son  of  Thomas,  born  in 

June,  1679,  married  Ruth  Stockbridge,  and  their 
children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  31,  1726; 

Mercy,  Sept.  24,  1728;  Anne,  March  4,  1731-1732; 
Ruth,  Apiil  14,  1733;  Rebecca,  March  17,  1735; 
Rachel,  July  16,  1737;  Abigail,  Nov.  19,  1739:  Mat- 
thew and  Thomas,  April  15,  1742,  and  possibly 
others.  The  deaths  of  five  of  the  daughters  are  of 
Barrington  town  record  as  occurring : Mercy, 
Aug.  21 ; Abigail,  Sept.  4;  Anne,  Sept.  9;  Rebecca, 
Sept.  10,  and  Rachel,  Sept.  15,  all  in  1740. 

(IV)  Gen.  Thomas  Allin  (who  changed  the 


spelling  of  the  name  from  Allen  to  Allin),  born 
April  15,  1742,  married  May  29,  1767,  Amey 
Bicknell,  daughter  of  Peter,  and  there  came  to  them 
children  as  follows:  William,  born  Aug.  17,  1768; 
Rebecca,  Feb.  ii,  1770;  Rachel,  Feb.  20,  1772; 
Amey,  Nov.  7,  1773;  Thomas,  Aug.  12,  1775; 

Ethan,  Oct.  7,  1777;  Ira,  Oct.  18,  1780;  Anna,  July 
10,  1783 ; Shear  Jashub  B.,  June  30,  1785 ; Eliza- 
beth, June  9,  1787;  George  W.,  June  25,  1789;  and 
John  Jay,  Dec.  13,  1791. 

Early  in  life  Thomas  Allin  entered  a public  ca- 
reer, being  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1767, 
when  but  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  sev- 
eral- times  re-elected  to  that  body,  namely:  1772- 
76-81-91-98.  Prior  to  the  Revolution  he  was  a 
member  of  the  town  militia.  He  was  a member  of 
the  committee  of  correspondence  in  1774.  He  en- 
tered the  service  of  his  country  in  1775,  and  was 
captain  of  the  Barrington  Company,  Aug.  5th  of 
that  year.  He  served  as  captain  in  the  regiments 
of  Col.  Archibald  Crary,  Col.  Christopher  Smith 
and  Col.  Cooke.  At  different  periods  he  served  as 
recruiting  officer  for  the  United  States  army.  His 
services  to  his  country  in  council  or  in  the  field 
covered  the  entire  period  of  the  war,  and  he  at- 
tained the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  Gen.  Allin 
was  a leader  in  civil  as  well  as  military  affairs.  He 
was  a member  of  the  convention  to  adopt  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  His  wife,  too,  was  a patriot. 
During  her  husband’s  absence  from  home  in  the 
war  she  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  homestead  and 
farm,  with  a large  family  of  boys  and  girls  to  care 
for,  with  prudence,  judgment  and  success.  Gen. 
Allin’s  residence,  which  he  built  and  occupied  be- 
fore 1800,  stood  where  the  residence  of  Howard 
Smith  now  stands.  The  General  died  May  30, 
1800,  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  Allin  burial  lot 
on  the  ancestral  farm  at  Drownville. 

(V)  Ira  Allin,  born  Oct.  18,  1780,  married  May 
5,  1805,  Abigail  Shores,  and  to  them  came  children 
as  follows:  Ira  Richard,  born  Feb.  24,  1806; 
Thomas  Irvine,  April  29,  1808;  John  Jay,  Dec.  26, 
1814;  Capt.  Samuel,  April  26,  1821;  Shear  Jashub, 
who  died  in  Panama ; and  Mary. 

(VI)  John  Jay  Allin,  born  Dec.  26,  1814, 
married  March  9,  1842,  Mary  Tyler  Bowen,  born 
July  7,  1823,  daughter  of  Haile  and  Betsey  Bowen, 
of  Warren,  and  their  children  were : John  Jay,  born 
Dec.  18,  1842,  now  of  New  York  City;  Florence 
Haile;  and  Charles  Irving,  born  June  12,  1855, 
who  married  Ella  Nichols,  of  New  York,  in  which 
city  they  now  live.  Capt.  John  Jay  Allin  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  July  16,  1861,  Mary  Leete 
Varley,  daughter  of  Henry  Varley,  of  Salem,  Mass., 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Florence  Shores, 
born  Dec.  25,  1862;  Howard  Everett,  July  2,  1864; 
Mary  Milton,  Nov.  8,  1866  (married  David  Carter 
Black)  ; Annie  Gertrude,  Dec.  9,  1868  (died  Feb. 
4,  1872)  ; Ida  Louise,  Jan.  23,  1872  (married  John 
B.  Batchelor).  The  father  of  this  family  passed 
away  Feb.  20,  1890,  and  we  quote  the  following 
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from  an  article  published  at  that  time,  as  showing 
the  important  position  he  occupied  among  men  of 
his  calling: 

The  death  of  Capt.  Allin  still  further  reduces  the  for- 
lorn remnant  of  those  who  once  represented  the  maritime 
interest  of  Warren.  For  many  years  he  was  by  far  the 
most  prominent  figure  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the  town, 
and  there  was  hardly  a small  craft  belonging  here  with 
which  at  one  time  or  another  he  ^ad  not  some  connection. 
He  was  born  in  Warren  in  1814,  being  a son  of  Ira  Allin 
and  grandson  of  Gen.  Allin,  a man  of  much  loical  conse- 
quence in  his  generation.  Young  John  commenced  his 
coasting  life  in  1825,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  his  first 
voyage  being  to  Albany  in  the  Sloop  “Rebecca,*’  of  Provi- 
dence, commanded  by  his  brother,  Ira  Allin,  Jr.,  who  al- 
though a number  of  years  older  than  himself  was  still 
very  young  for  the  position  he  occupied.  A voyage  to 
Albany  was  at  that  day  a much  more  important  matter 
than  now,  and  we  may  imagine  the  interest  which  the 
boy  of  eleven  must  have  felt.  Then  for  the  first  time  he 
looked  upon  those  scenes  which  were  afterward  to  become 
so  familiar— the  Race,  Hellgate.  Blackwell’s  Island,  New 
York  Bav  and  the  picturesque  Hudson.  The  sloop  re- 
turned with  a load  of  staves,  they  generally  forming  the 
homeward  cargoes  of  the  coasting  vessels  of  that  period. 
His  next  venture  was  a more  extended  one.  It  was  made  in 
the  schooner  “Reporter,”  also  of  Providence  and  of  which 
his  brother,  leaving  the  ‘‘Rebecca.”  had  heen  appointed 
master.  The  schooner  went  first  to  New  York,  where 
John  obtained  a protection  paper,  describing  him  minutely 
from  head  to  foot,  for,  as  he  was  about  to  visit  foreign 
waters,  such  a writing  might  prove  of  service  to  him  in 
case  of  accident.  Then  taking  in  a cargo  of  staves  the  “Re- 
porter ” cleared  at  the  Custom  House  for  the  British  Island 
of  Antigua,  in  the  West  Indies.  The  voyage  of  course  took 
her  far  to  the  eastward  of  Cuba,  Hayti  and  Porto  Rico, 
thence  to  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  arrived  at  her  des- 
tination in  the  harbor  of  St.  John,  the  capital  of  Antigua. 
Here  her  cargo  of  staves  sold  readily,  and  reloading  with 
an  invoice  of  rum,  molasses  and  fruit  he  sailed  for  Wash- 
ington, N.  C.,  thence  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  returning 
to  Washington  took  on  a cargo  of  shingles  for  Warren, 
reaching  the  Narragansett  safe  and  sound  after  a very 
profitable  voyage.  During  the  next  year  the  young  ad- 
venturer went  again  to  Antigua,  this  time  in  another 
Providence  schooner,  called  the  “Rambler,”  on  w'hich  oc- 
casion the  return  cargo  consisting  of  rum  was  brought 
directly  to  New  York.  Ira  Allin,  Jr.,  died  somewhere  in 
the  south  in  1828,  but  the  brothers  were  not  at  that  time 
sailing  together,  the  younger  being  employed  on  vessels 
nearer  home.  Although  as  yet  only  fourteen.  John  had 
gained  much  experience,  and  from  this  date  he  continued 
going  in  various  coasters  for  a number  of  years  as  a corn- 
nion  hand,  serving  under  Capt.  Nathan  Child,  Capt.  Wil- 
lard and  others.  He  was  for  some  time  attached  to  the 
schooner  “Ariel,”  a very  fine  Providence  and  Albany 
packet.  Those*  Providence  sloops  were  large,  commodious 
vessels,  fitted  up  expressly  for  passengers  and  fairly  glit- 
tering in  the  beauty  of  their  appointments  and  were  sup- 
posed to  be  fast  sailing  craft.  In  such  a school  a young 
man  of  John  J.  Allin’s  marine  instincts  could  hardly  fail 
to  acquire  a complete  mastery  of  the  coasting  business, 
and  that  his  opportunities  were  turned  to  good  account 
his  subsequent  career  amply  testifies.  It  was  in  1836  that 
he  first  became  owner  of  a vessel.  This  was  the  sloop 
“Portsmouth,”  which  he  purchased  in  Warren.  The  bill 
of  sale  is  dated  Dec.  24th  of  the  same  year,  when  he 
lacked  two  days  of  being  twenty-two  years  old.  The  price 
was  $963.  but  the  young  purchaser,  w'ho  probabR  at  that 
time  had  little  ready  money,  was  obliged  to  execute  a 
mortgage  on  the  vessel  in  favor  of  the  previous  owners. 
Being  now  owner  and  master  of  a vessel  Capt.  Allin  lost 
no  time  in  turning  her  to  profitable  account  by  making 
trips  to  New  York  and  Albany  in  all  sorts  of  winds  and 


weather.  Then  he  was  soon  able  to  pay  off  the  mortgage 
upon  his  sloop.  At  the  same  time,  for  greater  conven- 
ience in  his  business,  he  purchased  from  Capt.  James  Max- 
well a house  on  South  Water  street,  enlarging  it  by  an 
addition  of  60  feet  to  its  length,  and  converting  a portion 
Oi  it  into  a store.  This  was  supplied  with  flour  and  other 
goods  brought  by  himself  from  New  York.  One  of  his 
crew  in  the  “Portsmouth”  was  his  younger  brother  Sam- 
uel, since  so  well  known  as  a successful  commander  of 
coaster  steamboats,  but  then  a mere  boy.  Among 
the  coasters  the  name  of  John  J.  Allin  had  now  become 
the  synonym  of  successful  energy.  Capt.  Allin’s  operations 
w'ere  not  long  confined  to  a single  craft.  He  began  to 
invest  in  others.  His  brother  Samuel  was  made  Captain 
of  the  Sloop  “Providence,”  his  brother  Shear  Jashub  of 
the  “Bridgewater,”  and  soon,  young  as  they  were,  they 
were  able  to  pay  for  the  vessels  which  they  sailed.  Then 
craft  after  craft  came  into  John  J.  Allin’s  hands — some 
wholly,  some  in  part.  His  interest  in  them  was  in  all 
manner  of  proportions,  as  shown  by  the  bills  of  sales, 
from  a twenty-fifth  share  to  the  entire  ownership,  and 
these  vessels,  if  altogether,  would  make  a somewhat  im- 
posing fleet.  Copt.  Allin  was  as  well  acquainted  with  the 
various  inlets  and  headlands  of  the  coast  as  the  wild  duck. 
He  was  an  excellent  pilot,  and  never  met  with  any  mis- 
hap in  that  line,  though  he  brought  scores  of  vessels  into 
dock.  He  was  a natural  product  of  his  period,  and  com- 
pletely fitted  to  his  occupation.  His  mind  was  full  of  jibs 
and  mainsails  and  bowsprits  and  anchors,  and  he  knew 
just  what  to  do  with  them.  There  is  a time  for  everything. 
The  day  of  the  coasting  sloop  is  passed.  A vessel,  like 
the  “Portsmouth”  or  the  “Providence”  would  now  make 
a poor  figure  in  the  Albany  trade  and  there  can  be  no 
future  John  J.  Allin. 

(VII)  John  Jay  Allen,  son  of  Capt.  John  J., 
was  born  Dec.  18,  1842,  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  and  was 
educated  in  the  Warren  public  schools.  He  in- 
herited from  his  father  his  fondness  for  the  sea, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  sailed  a yacht 
on  the  Narragansett  waters.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen we  find  him  signed  at  the  port  of  Bristol  as 
captain  of  the  schooner  “Sea  Gull,”  taking  a load 
of  whale  boats  from  Warren  to  New  Bedford,  and 
returning  with  a load  of  lumber.  He  also  made 
many  voyages  to  foreign  ports  with  his  uncle,  John 
Haile  Bowen.  On  May  i8th,  1863,  he  enlisted  from 
New  York  City  as  master’s  mate  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  serving  until  September,  1864,  when 
on  account  of  malaria  he  retired  from  the  service. 
He  was  on  the  “Southfield”  when  she  was  sunk 
by  the  “Albemarle.” 

In  1864  and  1865,  he  went  to  New  Orleans  and 
ran  as  purser  and  mate  on  Government  transports. 
On  July  10,  1866,  Mr.  Allen  was  married,  at  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.,  to  Eunice  Josephine  Starkey.  The  succeed- 
ing ten  years  were  passed  in  Galveston,  Texas, 
part  of  the  time  as  assistant  assessor  of  Internal 
Revenue,  and  several  years  as  Inspector  of  Cotton 
for  the  Cotton  exchange.,  In  1876  Mr.  Allen  went 
to  New  York  City  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness. For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  been 
proprietor  of  the  “Barrington”  and  for  a few  years 
was  the  proprietor  of  the  “Narragansett.”  Mr.  Al- 
len passes  the  summer  season  at  his  cottage  at 
Annawomscott  on  the  shore  of  the  beautiful  Nar- 
ragansett Bay. 

(V)  Elizabeth  W.  Allin,  daughter  of  Gen. 
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Thomas,  born  June  9,  1787,  married  (as  his  second 
wife)  Hon.  Allin  Bicknell,  a prominent  and  highly 
honored  citizen  of  Barrington,  son  of  Judge  Joshua 
Bicknell,  of  that  town.  Col.  Bicknell’s  children 
were : Joshua,  George  Augustus,  Daniel  Kinni- 
cutt  and  Thomas  William. 

From  William  Allin,  the  Barrington  settler,  the 
lineage  of  the  late  Capt.  Samuel  Allin,  of  the  town 
of  Warren,  referred  to  in  the  introduction  of  this 
article,  is  through  Thomas,  Matthew,  Gen.  Thomas 
and  Ira  Allin. 

(VI)  Capt.  Samuel  Allin,  son  of  Ira,  was 
born  April  26,  1821.  He  had  a taste  for  a sea- 
faring life  and  early  followed  his  inclination,  put- 
ting into  his  vocation  much  energy,  and  soon 
through  the  force  of  his  character  rose  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  a vessel,  and  in  his  early  life  was  in  com- 
mand of  many  sailing  craft  in  the  coasting  trade. 
Subsequently  he  was  master  of  many  steamboats, 
and  as  a steamboat  captain  he  excelled,  having  es- 
pecial qualifications  for  that  line.  He  was  captain 
of  a number  of  boats  which  ran  between  Warren 
and  Providence  and  between  Providence  and 
Newport.  He  was  for  a time  in  command 
of  the  “Bay  State,”  of  the  Fall  River  line, 
between  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  New  York 
City.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  in  command 
of  the  “State  of  Maine,”  which  was  for  a time 
employed  in  the  government  service  to  and  from 
points  on  the  James  river,  Virginia,  in  transporting 
prisoners  of  war.  Capt.  .Mlin  won  high  reputation 
as  a commander  of  steamboats,  and  in  the  handling 
of  them  in  an  emergency  had  no  superior. 

Capt.  Allin  served  as  captain  of  all  of  the  boats 
of  the  American  Steamboat  Company  at  various 
times.  He  was  for  a number  of  years  one  of  the 
licensed  pilots  of  the  bay,  and  was  one  of  the 
best  known  captains  in  the  whole  county.  He  was 
a thorough  master  of  navigation.  As  a boy  he  was 
taken  by  his  brother  on  the  water  and  lived  upon 
it.  He  went  with  his  brother  John  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  made  a captain 
of  a vessel,  being  one  of  the  youngest  captains  at 
that  time. 

On  Jan.  15,  1843,  Capt.  Allin  was  married  to 
Jane  Ann  Luther,  who  was  born  Sept.  25,  1819, 
daughter  of  Job  and  Polly  Luther,  of  Warren,  and 
to  them  were  born  children  as  follow'S : Samuel 
James,  born  July  28,  1843,  died  Jan.  3,  1847; 
Annie  Frances,  born  June  7,  1845,  died  Nov.  20, 
1845.  ^Ls.  Jane  Ann  (Luther)  Allin  died  prior 
to  1847,  ^^d  on  July;  4,  1848,  Capt.  Allin  married 
Catherine  Fales.  They  had  one  son,  William  J., 
born  April  5,  1849,  who  died  in  1858,  and  one 
daughter,  Mary  A.,  born  June  3,  18 — , who  died 
Aug.  21,  1858.  Mrs.  Catherine  Allin  died  in  March 
1881,  and  the  Captain  married,  for  his  third  wife, 
April  II,  1882,  Ella  F.  Luther,  daughter  of  Horace 
and  Elizabeth  (Cary)  Luther.  He  passed  away  at 
his  home  in  Warren,  R.  L,  June  24,  1896,  in  the 
seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age. 
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Captain  Allin  was  a Mason,  belonging  to  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  3,  and  he  was  also  a member  of 
Amity  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Warren,  R.  I.  His  re- 
ligious connection  was  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a trustee. 

Luther.  Samuel  Luther,  great-grandfather  of 
iMrs.  Samuel  Allin,  was  born  April  ii,  1768,  and 
be  died  Nov.  20,  1843.  He  married  Abigail  Beers, 
who  died  iMay  9,  1859.  They  had  seven  children, 
viz.;  (I)  Reoecca,  born  in  Swansea,  Jan.  18,  1791, 
was  married  Nov.  22,  1812,  to  James  Bowen.  (2) 
Polly,  born  in  Swansea,  April  17,  1794,  married 
April  30,  1814,  Willard  Barney.  (3)  Abigail,  born 
in  Swansea,  i\Iay  26,  1796,  married  Dec.  21,  1823, 
James  Richards.  (4)  Daniel  Beers  is  mentioned 
below.  (5)  Priscilla,  born  Oct.  10,  1800,  married 
John  Bushee.  (6)  Samuel,  born  Nov.  15,  1806, 
married  Sept,  ii,  1836,  Abby  Aliller  Bosworth,  and 
C (second)  Nov.  8,  1857,  Harriet  Bateman.  (7) 
NMncy,  born  ]\Iay  24,  1812,  married  John  Baker,, 
of  Bristol. 

Daniel  Beers  Luther,  born  in  Swansea,  April. 
20,  1798,  died  Sept.  9,  1873.  He  was  mar- 

ried Oct.  6,  1823,  to  Polly  Horton;  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  Horace,  born  March  21,  1825; 
Daniel  Beers,  April  21,  1827  (deceased)  ; Mary 
Ann,  March  3,  1831  (married  Henry  Collins,  and 
died  iMarch  26,  1905)  ; Abby  Elizabeth,  March  4, 
1837  (married  James  Blake)  ; Harriet,  June  i8„ 
1842  (married  John  Haile  and  died  in  1868-69). 

Horace  Luther  was  born  March  21,  1825, 

and  died  Jan.  25,  1893.  On  May  25,  1848,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cary,  and  their  children  were : ( i ) 
Ella  Francis  was  born  March  9,  1849:  (2)  Annie 

Edna,  born  May  28,  1852,  married  William  Waite, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  Feb.  9,  1875,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Gertrude  Stevens,  born  Nov.  8,  1875, 
who  married  in  1901,  Frank  Maxwell;  and  Grace 
Frances,  born  Dec.  13,  1881,  who  married  in  No- 
vember, 1902,  George  W.  Plumber.  Mrs.  Waite 
died  April  2,  1904.  (3)  Ellen  W.,  born  July  9, 

1853,  married  Frank  E.  Dana,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  and 
they  have  two  children — Ora  W.  (who  married 
Arthur  Ayres,  June  16,  1903)  and  Roland  Baker. 

Horace  Luther  was  a mason  by  trade  and  car- 
ried on  that  occupation  all  his  life,  except  for  a 
few  years  when  he  went  to  sea  with  his  father,  who 
was  a sea  captain.  He  was  one  of  the  “forty- 
niners,”  going  around  the  Horn.  He  remained 
West  for  two  years.  He  belonged  to  Washington 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In  his  religious  belief  he 
was  a Alethodist,  and  was  a trustee  of  the  Church  at 
Warren. 

CHADSEY.  The  descendants  of  Jeremiah 
Greene  Chadsey,  of  Wickford,  R.  I.,  belong  to  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of  Rhode 
Island. 

(I)  Vdlliam  Chadsey,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  born  in  Wales,  in  1692.  In 
1716  he  is  of  record  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  soon  after 
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which  he  crossed  the  Bay,  and  purchased  a farm 
of  about  100  acres,  three  miles  north  of  Wickford, 
and  there  settled.  In  1719  he  married  Susannah 
Greene,  daughter  of  Jabez  Greene,  and  with  her 
lived  sixty-eight  years,  both  dying  within  three 
months  of  each  other  in  1787,  on  the  farm  where 
they  first  settled.  To  them  were  born:  Jabez, 
Alary,  Richard,  Jane,  William,  Naomi,  Thebe,  John 
and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  married  and  lived  to 
old  age. 

(II)  Jabez  Chadsey,  son  of  William,  born  in 
April,  1720,  married  about  1750,  Honor  Huling, 
daughter  of  Alexander,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren. She  died  in  1772.  He  married  (secona; 
Alary  Carey,  widow  of  John,  whose  first  husband 
was  Jeremiah  Greene,  father  of  J.  G.  Chadsey’s 
mother.  She  died  in  1789,  and  he  married  (third) 
Alartha  Grieves,  widow  of  Archibald  Grieves,  and 
she  passed  away  at  the  end  of  eleven  years.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  100  years,  lacking  about  three  months, 
and  was  buried  Jan.  5,  1820,  at  the  family  bury- 
ing  ground.  His  children  were:  John,  born  Dec. 
16,  1751,  married  Alice  Pearse,  and  died  in  June, 
1838;  Jabez;  Tabitha,  born  June  20,  1756,  mar- 
ried George  Tennant,  and  died  in  January,  1793; 
Joseph,  born  Aug.  8,  1758,  went  to  New  York 
State,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1795;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan. 
16,  1761,  married  John  Slocum,  and  died  Feb.  21, 
i860;  Honor,  born  in  September,  1763,  married 
Benjamin  Jenkins,  and  died  in  January,  1781  ; 
Rowland,  born  in  February,  1766,  married  (first) 
Alary  Pearce,  (second)  Alary  Tourgee,  and  died 
in  September,  1838 ; and  Sisket,  born  in  August, 
1768,  married  Rachel  Aylesworth,  and  died  in 
Alarch,  1818. 

(III)  Jabez  Chadsey  (2),  son  of  Jabez,  born 
Jan.  29,  1754,  married  in  September,  1774,  Hannah 
Greene,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Greene.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  served  in 
Sullivan’s  expedition  at  Newport,  and  spent  much 
time  in  guarding  the  shores  and  watching  the  enemy 
during  the  war.  As  compensation  for  his  services 
the  United  States  granted  his  widow  a pension  of 
$50  per  year,  which  she  drew  eight  years  until  her 
death.  She  was  born  in  1760,  and  embraced  the 
Christian  religion  in  her  youth,  and  firmly  adhered 
to  it  until  death,  which  took  place  in  Wales,  near 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1839.  Her  children 
were:  Jeremiah  Greene,  born  Dec.  2,  1780,  died 
Alay  26,  1873;  George,  born  Oct.  16,  1782,  married 
Betsy  Spencer,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1822 ; Honor, 
born  Oct.  16,  1786,  died  in  September,  1831 ; Alary 
Greene,  born  Dec.  2,  1788,  died  Sept.  12,  1854; 
Elizabeth  married  Benjamin  Gardiner;  Elisha 
Greene,  born  July  6,  1791,  was  drowned  Aug.  16, 
1818;  Joseph  Fones,  born  in  October,  1793,  mar- 
ried Rosetta  Beekham,  and  died  in  October,  1834; 
Tamsin  Brown,  born  Sept.  6,  1798,  died  Sept.  6, 
1817;  and  Sarah,  born  July  17,  1801,  married 
George  Tripp. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Greene  Chadsey  was  born  in 


North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Dec.  2,  1780.  He  was  char- 
acterized not  only  by  bodily  strength  but  by  mental 
vigor ; his  intellect  was  constitutionally  clear  and 
exact.  He  was  educated . at  Plainfield  Academy, 
Conn. ; was  a teacher  in  the  East  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy in  1805-6,  and  principal  for  the  Warwick 
Academy  from  1807  to  1811,  when  he  relinquished 
teaching  and  entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton yarn,  which  in  turn  was  made  into  cloth  by 
the  slow  process  of  hand  loom  weavers,  of  whom 
he  employed  about  600  in  families  in  the  towns  of 
North  Kingstown,  South  Kingstown,  Exeter,  Rich- 
mond, and  East  and  West  Greenwich,  at  the  same 
time  keeping  a large  variety  store  in  Wickford, 
from  which  the  webs  were  dispensed,  the  cloth  re- 
turned and  the  weavers  paid  in  goods.  This  was 
continued  in  Wickford  from  1812  to  1842,  his  son, 
Henry  T.,  being  in  partnership  with  him  from  1826 
to  1837,  and  Alfred  B.,  from  the  latter  year  until 
1842,  when  the  business  was  discontinued.  Air. 
Chadsey  then  purchased  several  tracts  of  land  in 
and  adjoining  the  village  of  Wickford,  in  the  culti- 
vation of  which  he  was  successfully  engaged  for 
many  years,  and  largely  benefited  his  fellow  towns- 
men by  giving  new  impulses  to  agriculture.  He  was 
very  fond  of  mathematics.  • Astronomy  was  his  fa- 
vorite study,  and  in  1807  he  constructed  for  his 
own  gratification  an  entire  almanac,  calculating 
the  eclipses.  He  served  two  years  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Senate.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  from  1816  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1873, 
and  his  piety  partook  something  of  the  type  of 
his  mind.  He  seldom  rose  to  a high  degree  of 
spiritual  fervor,  and  almost  never  fell  into  depres- 
sion. 

On  Aug.  16,  1804,  Jeremiah  G.  Chadsey  mar- 
ried Avis  Wightman,  born  in  North  ’Kingstown, 
Oct.  7,  1780,  daughter  of  George  and  Waity  Wight- 
man, and  granddaughter  of  Colonel  George  Wight- 
man, the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Elder  Wil- 
liam Northrup.  They  lived  together  sixty-eight 
years  and  nine  months.  Airs.  Chadsey  died  Sept. 
20,  1874.  Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  namely : Euclid, 
born  April  19,  1805,  died  Oct.  19,  1864;  Henry 
Turner,  born  Oct.  24,  1806,  died  June  2,  1889; 
Emily  Greene,  born  April  2,  1809,  died  Alarch  28, 
1868;  William,  born  Alarch  2,  1811,  died  Alarch 
23,  1811  ; George  Wightman,  born  Alarch  23,  1814, 
died  June  4,  1814;  Alfred  Blair,  born  Sept.  13, 
1815,  died  Feb.  27,  1902;  Frances  Loring,  born 
June  17,  1817,  married  Sheffield  C.  Reynolds,  and 
died  at  Alt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1902;  Ala- 
ria  Wightman,  born  Alay  23,  1819,  died  Aug.  27, 
1853;  and  Waity  Wightman,  born  June  3.  1822, 
died  the  same  day. 

(V)  Henry  Turner  Chadsey,  son  of  Jeremiah 
G.,  was  born  Oct.  24,  1806,  in  North  Kingstown, 
and  there  attended  school.  From  1826  until  1837 
he  was  in  business  with  his  father,  and  later  became 
one  of  the  best  known  auctioneers  in  that  section 
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of  the  State,  and  was  also  an  extensive  dealer  in 
farm  produce.  He  was  notary  public,  assistant 
town  clerk  and  constable,  being  a stanch  Republi- 
can in  politics.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Wickford,  of  which  he  was  the  second 
secretary,  and  was  a man  of  social  disposition, 
greatly  enjoying  company.  Hr.  Chadsey  was  cor- 
respondent to  the  Providence  Journal,  the  Provi- 
dence Bulletin,  the  Morning  Star  and  the  East 
Grcenzoich  Pendulum.  He  was  at  one  time  collector 
of  customs  for  the  port  of  Wickford. 

On  June  13,  1830,  Mr.  Chadsey  married  Almira 
Wightman,  daughter  of  Captain  John  Wightman, 
and  to  them  were  born : John  Wightman,  April  2, 
1831,  died  Jan.  5,  189C;  Henry  Theodore,  June  21, 
1833,  died  May  8,  i860;  George  Holmes  W.,  born 
June  18,  1836,  died  Feb.  15,  1903;  Hester  Ann, 
July  29,  1839;  Mary  Catherine  W.,  April  9,  1840, 
died  March  30,  1842;  Mary  Catherine  W.,  (2), 
March  12,  1842;  Almira  Artemesia,  April  15,  1844; 
Jeremiah  Greene,  March  12,  1846;  Nathan  Bushnell, 
March  5,  1848,  died  Jan.  23,  1905;  and  Frances 
Wayland,  Sept.  20,  1850,  died  in  New  York  City. 

We  quote  herewith  from  an  obituary  published 
June  15,  1890,  at  the  time  of  Airs.  Chadsey’s  death: 
‘‘Mrs.  Almira  W.  Chadsey,  widow  of  Henry  T. 
Chadsey,  who  died  on  the  15th  inst.  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  John  Wightman,  and  was  born  in 
this  town  April  4,  1811.  She  was  married  to  Mr. 
Chadsey  in  June,  1830,  and  the  house  in  which 
they  began  housekeeping  they  occupied  the  rest  of 
their  lives,  and  there  all  of  their  children  were 
born.  Airs.  Chadsey  was  a person  of  great  excel- 
lence of  life  and  character,  and  a devoted  wife  and 
mother.  The  interests  of  her  family  were  upper- 
most in  her  mind,  and  while  to  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  her  she  was  a kind  and  faithful  friend, 
it  was  in  her  own  home  that  she  was  best  known 
and  loved.  Alany  years  ago  she  made  aqmblic  pro- 
fession of  religion ; the  faith  and  hope  she  then  pro- 
fessed she  kept  to  the  end.  Ten  years  ago  she  was 
laid  aside  from  active  life  by  a shock  of  paralysis, 
but  always  maintained  her  interest  in  all  matters, 
and  bore  her  affliction  with  patience.  The  sudden 
death  of  her  husband  nearly  a year  ago  was  a shock 
to  her,  and  doubtless  hastened  her  own  departure : 
Alore  and  more,  however,  as  her  strength  failed 
she  found  comfort  in  the  reading  of  her  Bible,  and 
religious  books.  Her  last  illness  was  brief,  but, 
though  unable  to  speak,  she  could  recognize  her 
children,  and  gave  ample  assurance  that  her  mind 
was  at  peace,  and  her  trust  was  in  God.  ‘Her 
children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.’  ” 

(VI)  John  Wightman  Chadsey  was  born  in 
Wickford,  April  2,  1831,  and  there  he  attended 
school,  afterward  learning  the  trade  of  jeweler. 
For  a time  he  worked  as  a clerk  in  Worcester,  and 
then  came  to  Warren,  in  1857  entering  the  employ 
of  Knowles  & Sibley,  woolen  manufacturers,  as 
bookkeeper.  When  the  manufacture  of  the  Knowles 
Steam  Pumps  was  begun,  he  became  their  business 


manager,  and  held  the  position  of  resident  agent 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  selectmen  in  1867,  and  often  served  the 
town  on  important  committees,  such  as  concerned 
the  building  of  the  high  school,  library,  etc.,  taking 
great  interest  in  such  additions  to  the  town’s  at- 
tractiveness. He  assisted  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Warren  Savings  Bank,  and,  for  fourteen  years 
as  its  president,  worked  faithfully  in  its  interests. 
Probably  the  library  more  than  any  other  institu- 
tion in  the  town  was  prominent  in  Air.  Chadsey’s 
thought,  and  in  many  ways,  especially  in  his  many 
generous  gifts,  he  did  much  to  increase  its  useful- 
ness. Besides  large  contributions  for  the  library 
building  he  furnished  Library  Hall  with  its  attrac- 
tive appointments— the  clock  in  the  reading-room 
was  his  gift,  beside  much  in  the  way  of  racks, 
desks,  tables,  etc.,  and  recently  the  introduction  of 
the  electric  lights.  He  provided  the  janitor.  He 
was  president  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  also 
served  as  treasurer. 

Air.  Chadsey  was  president  of  the  Warren  Build- 
ing & Improvement  Company,  and  was  a member 
of  the  Rural  Improvement  Society,  and  much  in- 
terested in  • its  work.  He  was  also  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  took  great 
interest  in  the  Congregational  Church,  was  chair- 
man of  the  Parish  committee,  and  for  eighteen 
years  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  pro- 
vided the  primary  room  and  all  its  furnishings  at 
his  own  expense.  He  remodeled  the  church  kitch- 
en, the  piano  at  the  Chapel  was  his  gift,  as  had.  also 
been  the  parlor  organ  previously  used.  Air.  Chad- 
sey was  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  committee 
for  many  years,  and  was  always  a delegate  to  the 
State  conventions.  He  was  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Worcester  Continentals.  If  he  thought  any- 
thing should  be  done  he  fully  supported  the  cause.' 
His  remarkably  happy  spirit  and  genial  disposition, 
and  his  generosity  and  public  spirit,  endeared  him 
to  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

Air.  Chadsey  married  Ann  Frances  Henry,  who 
died  April  22,  1905,  leaving  two  children : Edith 
W.  and  Emma,  deceased,  who  married  Charles 
Aloore,  and  had  two  children,  Aladeline  and  Stanley. 

(VI)  Henry  Theodore  Chadsey  was  born  June 
21,  1833,  and  died  Alay  8,  i860.  He  was  a member 
of  the  firm  of  C.  Foster  & Co.,  hardware  merchants 
at  Worcester,  Alass.  He  married  Alary  Emeline 
Nichols,  who  was  born  Feb.  17,  1833,  and  who  died 
Sept.  30,  1859.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons: 
William  Nichols,  Oct.  12,  1854;  and  Henry  Rap- 
lee,  Sept.  II,  1858  (died  Dec.  25,  1897).  After 
the  death  of  their  parents  the  two  young  boys  lived 
at  Wickford,  R.  I.,  until  about  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  then  came  to  Providence  to  live  with  their 
uncle,  George  Holmes  W.  Chadsey,  and  there  at- 
tended school. 

(VH)  WiLLi.VM  Nichols  Chadsey  was  born 
Oct.  12,  1854,  and  after  his  school  days  were  over, 
learned  the  printer’s  trade  with  Hammond,  Angell 
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& Co.,  Providence,  and  for  four  years  engaged  in 
business  at  Penton  Harbor,  Mich.,  under  the  tinn 
name  of  the  Pictorial  Publishing  Company.  in 
1897  he  sold  his  business,  returned  to  Providence 
and  engaged  with  his  brother  in  the  sewer  contract- 
ing business,  and  u])on  the  death  of  the  brother 
bought  out  the  business.  He  is  a member  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Lodge  Xo.  39,  Hasonic  Order ; Provi- 
dence Chapter  Xo.  1,  and  Providence  Council,  and 
of  Providence  Eyrie  Xo.  99,  of  the  Eagles.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  Hr.  C'hadsey  printed  the  hrst 
issue  of  the  Providence  Telegram. 

On  May  22,  1877,  Mr.  C'hadsey  married  Nellie 
Stone,  born  Dec.  29,  1855.  Two  children  blessed 
this  union:  Nellie  S.,  born  IMarch  i,  1880,  died 
Jan.  8,  1889;  and  Charles  Hutchinson,  born  May 
30,  1894. 

(\’H)  Hexrv  Rai’lee  Cii-vdsev  was  born 
Sept.  II,  1858,  and  died  Dec.  25,  1897.  He  was  a 
bookkeeper  for  many  years  and  later  engaged  in 
the  business  of  sewer  contracting  in  ihovidence. 
After  his  brother’s  return  from  the  west,  Mr. 
Chadsey  engaged  in  the  coal  business  with  George 
H.  Johnson,  of  Riverside.  On  June  ii,  1882,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Jane  Willis, 
and  their  children  were:  William  N.  (2),  born 
June  I,  1884;  and  Henry  R.,  Aug.  5,  1886.  He 
married  (second)  Elizabeth  Hidden,  and  had  one 
son — George  Theodore.  Mr.  Chadsey  was  a mem- 
ber of  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  No.  39,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; 
Providence  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M. ; and  St. 
John’s  Commandery,  K.  T.  He  was  a member  of 
the  town  council  in  East  Providence. 

(VTH)  William  N.  Ch.vdsey,  2d,  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  L,  June  i,  1884,  and  was  educa- 
ted in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  and  East  Prov- 
idence, and  in  the  Eriends  school.  Providence.  Since 
October,  1901,  he  has  been  employed  in  the  Me- 
chanics’ National  Bank  in  Providence. 

On  July  18,  1906,  Mr.  Chadsey  married  Mildred 
T.  Straight,  daughter  of  Stephen  R.  Straight. 

(VHl)  Henry  R.  Cii.msEY  was  born  Aug.  5, 
1886,  and  was  ec'ucated  at  the  Wickford  and  East 
Greenwich  Academies.  He  is  now  a clerk  in  the 
I\lechanics’  National'  Bank  in  Providence. 

(VI)  George  Holmes  W.  Chadsey,  born  June 
18,  1836,  died  Eeb.  15,  1903.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Wickford,  and  in  1857  went  to  Providence 
with  Brown  Bros.  & Barker,  then  Barker  & Whit- 
taker, and  later  Barker,  Chadsey  & Co.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  Dr.  Wood- 
bury’s Church  in  Providence.  His  wife,  Addie 
Maybury  Cook,  of  Boston,  died  in  1878.  Their 
children  were : b'annie  Evans,  born  Jan.  18,  1867, 
married  Oct.  15,  1890,  Cyrus  P.  Brown,  and  had 
these  children— Cyrus  P..  Jr.  (born  July  4,  1892), 
Adelaide  Maybury  (Eeb.  24,  1896)  and  Edward 
Cleveland  (May  31,  1897)  ; Addie  Maria  was  born 
Eeb.  29,  1868  ; and  INlary  Edna,  born  Vlay  27, 
1872,  died  in  April,  1873.  Mr.  (Thadsey  was  a mem- 


ber of  the  Eirst  Light  X'eteran  Association,  and  was 
vice  president  of  the  Unitarian  Club. 

'^HARRINGTON  EAMILY.  The  family  of 
Harrington  in  Rhode  Island — the  name  formerly 
spelled  Harendeen,  Hearndeen,  Hearnden,  Hern- 
ton,  etc. — is  of  English  origin,  and  tradition  says 
the  name  hnds  its  origin  from  the  word  Heathring- 
ton,  meaning  "home  loving,”  a marked  character- 
istic of  the  family.  The  English  progenitors  com- 
prise an  old  English  family,  the  seat  of  which  is 
in  Harrington,  Northampton,  where  may  be  seen 
the  coat  of  arms.  The  Rhode  Island  family  trace 
their  ancestry  to 

(I)  Benjamin  Hearnden,  as  the  name  is  re- 
corded, came,  it  is  claimed  by  some,  from  England, 
and  was  of  record  in  Providence  as  early  as  Oct. 
16,  1O62,  when  he  purchased  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth White,  of  Boston,  property  consisting  of  a 
house  and  lot  of  twenty-five  acres.  The  homestead 
was  on  North  Main  street  and  Harrington  Lane,  re- 
named North  street,  and  since  changed  to  Rocham- 
beau  avenue,  named  for  the  owner  of  the  property 
there.  The  original  homestead  farm  comprised 
a part  of  the  North  Burying  Ground,  and  it  was 
there,  for  two  generations,  that  the  Hearndens  and 
Harringtons  of  Poster  came  to  bury  their  dead. 
The  wife  of  Benjamin  Hearnden  was  formerly 
Elizabeth  White,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth White,  who  remarried  after  her  husband's 
death  in  1687.  Their  children  were:  Sarah,  Alice, 
Mary,  Benjamin,  Joseph,  William,  John,  Thomas 
and  Isaac. 

(II)  John  Hearnden,  or  Harrington,  son  of 
Benjamin,  resided  for  a time  in  Providence,  but 
later  settled  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  now  Poster, 
in  the  Moosup  Valley,  and  his  was  said  to  have 
been  the  first  house  in  the  present  town  of  Poster. 
When  he  came  to  Poster  there  were  but  two  or 
three  other  houses  standing  from  the  Providence 
river  to  the  Gonnecticut  line.  He  held  a grant  of 
960  acres  of  land,  and  built  his  house  on  the  north 
end  of  his  claim  on  a rocky  knoll,  overlooking  the 
entire  grant  to  the  southward.  He  died  in  1736. 
John  Hearnden  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  IMay, 
1682,  and  his  name  appears  frequently  as  deeding 
land  to  his  sons,  John,  Josiah,  Amos,  Jonathan  and 
.Stephen. 

(HI)  Josiah  Harrington,  son  of  John,  received 
l)y  deed  froifi  his  father,  June  8,  1729,  140  acres 
of  land.  His  will,  made  May  7,  1785,  was  proved 
Eeb.  12,  1787.  His  children  of  Scituate  town 
record  are:  Josiah,  born  Oct.  10,  1727;  Elizabeth,. 
Oct.  8,  1730;  Nathan,  April  27,  1733;  Martha, 
April  24,  1736;  Mary,  July  i,  1738;  Silas,  June  4, 
1740,  and  Simeon. 

(I\’)  Captain  Simeon  Harrington,  son  of  Jo- 
siah, born  April  22,  1743,  was  a captain  of  the 
Second  Comany  of  Militia  of  Scituate,  May,  1776- 
78-79-80,  and  served  in  the  Revolution.  He  mar- 
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ried  Zilpha  Bennett,  daughter  of  Elder  Bennett, 
and  their  children  were : Susannah,  who  married 
Jonathan  Wood;  Josiah,  who  married  Susannah 
Bennett;  Simeon;  Zilpha,  who  died  unmarried; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Nathan  Bennett ; Martha, 
who  died  unmarried ; Peter,  who  wedded  Mercy 
Sweet,  and  Joshua,  who  married  Susan  John- 
son. 

(V)  Simeon.  Harrington,  son  of  Captain 

Simeon,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Foster,  May  19, 
1778,  and  died  Oct.  16,  1847.  He  spent  his  early 
life  in  his  native  town,  engaged  in  farming.  Later 
he  resided  at  Phenix,  subsequently  removing  to 
North  Scituate,  where  he  was  a teacher  and  dealer 
in  live  stock,  and  Hhere  his  death  occurred.  He 
married  Waitey  Angell,  born  June  4,  1786,  daugh- 
ter of  Nehemiah  and  Anna  (Hill)  Angell.  She 
survived  her  husband,  and  died  Aug.  27,  1853. 
Both  were  buried  at  North  Scituate.  Their  chil- 
dren were : ( i j Wheaton  Allen  was  born  Oct. 

10,  1809.  (2)  Josiah  Bennett,  June  17,  1811,  was 

engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Providence, 
and  there  died  Oct.  3,  1899.  He  married  Huldah 
Aldrich,  a twin  of  the  wife  of  Wheaton  A.,  and 
their  children  were : Henry  A.,  who  married  Alary 
L.  Drowne,  and  resides  in  Providence  ; Charles  C., 
who  died  in  infancy ; Samuel  L.  and  Walter  S. 
(twins),  the  former  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  latter  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; and  Ade- 
laide A.,  who  married  Thomas  R.  Drowne,  and 
resides  in  Providence.  (3)  Ann  Eliza,  born  July 
3,  1813,  married  John  H.  Barden,  a merchant  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Scituate.  She  died  Jan.  23, 
1892,  leaving  four  children  : Juliette,  John  H.,  Ruth 
A.,  and  Allen  A.,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  (4) 
Mary  Emily,  born  Sept.  5,  1815,  died  March  8,  1891. 
She  married  Daniel  A.  Clarke  (sketch  elsewhere), 
a merchant  of  North  Scituate,  who  died  June  19, 
1900,  and  they  had  four  children : Harrison,  who 
died  in  his  twenty-sixth  year ; Zilpha  Ann,  who 
died  when  five  years  old ; Daniel  Alfred,  who  mar- 
ried Gertrude  Randall,  and  resides  at  North  Scitu- 
ate ; and  Charles  K.,  who  married  Lizzie  Alanter, 
and  is  a physician  at  Fiskeville.  (5)  Emery  E., 
born  May  i,  1818,  died  unmarried  Dec.  6,  1880. 
(6)  Lurancy,  born  Ocf.  20,  1821,  died  Aimil  27, 
1891.  She  married  Knight  H.  Barden,  and  they 
had  two  children : Isadore  E.,  wife  of  John  H. 
Eddy,  of  Providence  ; and  Eliza  Ann,  who  resides 
in  Scituate.  (7)  Alfred  Angell,  born  Dec.  23,  1825, 
died  Sept.  22,  1899.  He  married  Susan  N.  Irons, 
and  they  had  the  following  children ; Clifford 
Angell,  who  married  Althea  E.  Thompson,  and 
resided  in  Providence,  died  in  1901  ; Shirley  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and  Julia  Anna  resides  in 
Providence.  (8)  Darius  Olney,  born  April  9,  1827, 
died  Sept.  22,  1828.  (9)  Olney  Brayton,  born  Nov. 

8,  1830,  died  Jan.  22,  1831. 

(VI)  Wheaton  Allen  Harrington  was  born 
Oct.  10,  1809,  Foster,  R.  I.,  and  his  early  life 
was  spent  there.  He  came  to  Providence  as  a boy. 


and  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  a store  of  his 
uncle,  Joshua  Harrington,  subsequently  engaging  in 
the  grocery  business  for  himself  on  High  street, 
opposite  Battey  and  was  there  engaged  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  with  his  brother  Josiah,  and  in  his 
business  ventures  was  very  prosperous.  He  in- 
vested his  surplus  capital  in  real  estate,  and  the  lat- 
ter years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  management 
thereof.  Air.  Harrington  died  Dec.  23,  1881,  and 
was  buried  at  Scituate.  He  was  a quiet,  home-lov- 
ing man,  and  was  never  a member  of  any  society 
or  organization.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Roger  Wdlliams  Free  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a regular  attendant. 

Wheaton  Allen  Harrington  married,  April  i, 
1839,  Elizabeth  Smith  Aldrich,  who  died  Nov.  3, 
1895,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Philip  and  Sarah  (Waterman)  Aldrich,  and 
granddaughter  of  Noah  and  Huldah  (Whitaker) 
Aldrich.  Their  children  were;  (i)  Alice,  born 
Jan.  6,  1840,  died  Oct.  14,  1840.  (2)  Byron  Whea- 

ton, born  June  6,  1845,  niarried  Emma  E.  Hooper, 
of  Fall  River,  Alass.,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Harrington,  in  early  life,  resided  in  Providence,  but 
since  1882  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  State  of 
California,  now  residing  at  Los  Gatos.  He  was 
the  father  of  two  children  : Alice,  who  died  young ; 
and  Elizabeth  Aldrich,  who  now  resides  in  Boston, 
Alass.  (3)  Charles  Carroll  was  born  Nov.  9, 
1847. 

(\'H)  Charles  Carroll  Harrington  was 
born  in  Providence,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  the  private  school  of 
Jenckes  Alowry  on  Alount  Pleasant.  After  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  became  a book- 
keeper at  the  Alechanics  National  Bank,  and  remain- 
ed connected  with  that  institution  until  1879,  when 
he  resigned  his  ])Osition  to  devote  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  management  of  one-half  of  the  large 
estate  of  his  father-in-law,  George  A.  Howard,  at 
which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  Air.  Harrington 
is  a prominent  factor  in  financial  circles  in  Provi- 
dence, being  president  of  the  Alechanics  Savings 
Bank,  to  which  jiosition  he  was  elected  in  1900,  and 
is  also  a director  in  the  Alechanics  National  Bank, 
and  a director  in  the  Industrial  Trust  Company.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has 
never  sought,  nor  would  he  accept,  a political  po- 
sition. Like  his  father  and  ancestors.  Air.  Harring- 
ton is  a man  of  domestic  tastes  and  habits,  very 
fond  of  his  home  and  family.  He  is,  however,  a 
member  of  several  clubs,  Hope,  Squantum,  Aga- 
wam Hunt,  Commercial,  and  the  Aiken  Club,  of 
Aiken,  S.  C.,  the  latter  being  a club  composed  en- 
tirely of  regular  visitors  to  that  famous  resort.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Roger  Williams  Free  Baptist 
Church,  with  which  he  united  when  a young  man. 

On  Nov,  9,  1870,  Air.  Harrington  was  married 
to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  George  A.  Howard,  of 
Providence.  Two  children  were  born  to  them  as 
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follows:  Charles  Howard,  Jan.  7,  1872,  died  July 
I,  1880;  and  George  Wheaton,  born  Aug.  20,  1874, 
married  Sept.  21,  1898,  Marion  Andrews,  of  Boston, 
and  they  have  two  children : George  Jeffrey,  born 
Feb.  13,  1901 ; and  Carroll,  born  July  15,  1902. 

Waitey  (Angell)  Harrington,  wife  of  Simeon, 
and  grandmother  of  Charles  C.  Harrington,  was 
born  in  Scituate,  June  4,  1786,  daughter  of  Nehe- 
miah  and  Anna  (Hill)  Angell,  and  a descendant  in 
the  sixth  generation  from  Thomas  Angell,  the  line- 
age being  traced  back  through  Nehemiah,  Nehe- 
miah,  Thomas,  John  and  Thomas. 

(1)  Thomas  Angell,  the  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England, 
in  1618,  and  came  to  this  country  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams in  the  ship  ‘‘Lion’’  in  1631,  being  at  that  time 
thirteen  years  of  age,  and  an  apprentice  to  Wil- 
liams. A more  complete  record  of  Thomas  Angell’s 
life  will  he  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

(H)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Providence,  and  there  died,  July  27,  1720.  He 
married  Ruth  Field,  and  their  children  were: 
Thomas,  John,  Daniel,  Hope  and  James. 

(HI)  Thomas  Angell,  born  in  Providence, 
March  25,  1672,  resided  there  until  1710,  when  he 
built  a tavern  house  in  Scituate,  which  was  occu- 
pied as  a public  house  for  several  successive  genera- 
tions of  the  family.  He  died  in  Scituate  in  the 
year  1714.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Brown,  and  their 
children  were  : IMartha,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Jonathan, 
Sarah,  Nehemiah  and  Thomas.  Jeremiah  Angell, 
of  the  above  children,  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  James  B.  Angell,  president  of  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

(I\’)  Nehemiah  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  was 
a farmer,  and  resided  in  Scituate  about  half  a mile 
north  of  the  Angell  tavern  and  there  died.  He  mar- 
ried iMary,  sister  to  Elder  Reuben  Hopkins,  and 
their  children  were : Pardon,  Nehemiah,  Abraham, 
Zilpha,  Martha,  Mercy  and  Mercy  (2). 

(V)  Nehemiah  Angell,  born  Sept.  3,  1752,  died 
Aug.  3,  1828.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  resided  in  Foster,  about  one-half  mile 
south  of  Hemlock  Village.  In  early  life  he  en- 
joyed but  poor  advantages  for  an  education,  but 
from  his  fondness  for  books,  especially  of  history, 
he  acquired  considerable  knowledge,  and  encour- 
aged his  children  to  make  the  most  of  their  op- 
portunities for  learning.  The  sociable  and  hos- 
pitable  character  of  this  family  rendered  them  con- 
spicuous in  the  town  in  which  they  resided.  Mr. 
Angell  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call 
for  tfoops  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  on  the  ground  at  Bunker  Hill,  help- 
ing to  throw  the  breastwork  that  protected  our 
soldiers  in  that  fierce  battle.  He  did  not,  however, 
]:»articipate  in  that  battle,  having  been  dispatched 
as  a recruiting  officer,  or  to  carry  messages  to  his 
own  State  to  wake  up  new  interest  in  the  cause 
of  Liberty.  He  afterwards  joined  the  regular  army, 
and  served  as  an  ensign,  having  an  honorable 


record  as  a soldier.  He  lived  to  ’’advanced  years,  i 
and  died  in  1828. 

Nehemiali  Angell  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Anna  Hill,  daughter  of  John  Hill,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  the  following  children : Mary  ■ 
married  Ur.  H.  Colwell ; Lucinda  married  Stephen 
Howard;  Allen  married  Margaret  Young;  Alice; 
Waitey  married  Simeon  Harrington ; Lydia  mar- 
ried Samuel  Stone;  Peleg;  Zilpha  married  Stephen 
Walker  ; Ethan  married  Anna  Eddy  ; Abraham  mar- 
ried Susan  Wood;  and  Anna  married  William 
Whitman.  The  Angell  family  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  in  the  State.  ' | 

WILLIAM  MANUEL  LEREZ  BOWEN, 
former  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  a well- 
known  attorney  of  Providence,  where  he  has  an 
extensive  corporation  practice,  a man  of  marked 
literary  ability,  comes  of  a distinguished  ancestry. 

On  his  father’s  side  he  is  a direct  descendant  from 
Richard  Bowen,  who  emigrated  from  Wales  to 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  in  1640,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers.  The  family  in  the  mother  country  traced 
its  ancestry  through  the  Welsh  kings  and  princes, 
and  in  America  intermarried  with  the  “Mayflower” 
families  and  other  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts. 
His  ancestors  served  nobly  in  the  colonial  and  Revo- 
lutionary wars,  and  in  1812,  and  his  father  through- 
out the  Civil  war.  In  maternal  lines  he  is  de- 
scended from  the  Cuban  and  Spanish  families  of 
Perez  and  Capote. 

(I)  Richard  Bowen,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  1643, 
was  a large  landed  pro])rietor  along  the  river,  “run- 
ning under  the  bridge,”  called  Bowen’s  bridge  now, 
the  fresh  water  tributary  of  Barrington  river,  south 
from  Seekonk.  Mr.  Bowen  was  a town  officer, 
June  4,  1665.  He  was  adniitted  a freeman  June  5, 
1651.  He  married  March  4,  1646,  Esther  Sutton, 
and  was  buried  Feb.  4,  1675.  will,  probated 

June  4,  1675,  he  bequeathed  to  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
and  children,  Obadiah,  Richard,  William,  Alice 
Wheaton,  Sarah  Fuller  and  Ruth  Leverich.  He 
had  also  a son  Thomas. 

(H)  Robert  Wheaton,  horn  in  1606,  died  in 
1696,  and  married  in  Salem,  in  1636,  Alice  Bowen, 
daughter  of  Richard.  Ephraim  Wheaton,  their  son, 
born  in  Rehoboth,  Oct.  20,  1659,  died  April  26, 
1734,  having  married  Jan.  7,  1684,  Mary  Mason, 
daughter  of  Sampson,  a dragoon  of  Cromwell’s 
army.  James  Wheaton,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  born 
Oct.  7,  1685,  and  married  May  15,  1712,  Mary 
Shaw,  and  they  had  children,  among  whom  was 
James,  born  Dec.  ii,  1717,  and  died  July  8,  1778. 
His  wife  Sarah  died  June  29,  1778.  Joseph 

Wheaton,  son  of  James  (2)  and  Sarah,  was  born 
Nov.  30,  1745,  and  married  March  25,  1769,  Sarah 
Sylvester  Sweet,  by  whom  he  had  these  children : 
Betsey,  born  February,  1770;  Sally,  born  Sept.  8, 
1771 ; Sylvesterj  born  in  April,  1773;  Lucinda,  born 
in  April,  1774;  Mary,  born  in  February,  1775 1 
Anna  F.,  born  March  30,  1777;  Levinier,  born 
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March  15,  1779;  Olive,  born  Oct.  20,  1783,  married 
Amos  Miller;  Matilda,  born  Aug.  23,  1785;  Rev. 
Josephus,  born  March  16,  1787;  Fanny;  Horatio, 
born  in  June,  1791 ; Cynthia,  born  in  January,  1795 ; 
and  Sophia,  born  Aug.  3,  1796. 

(II)  Thomas  Bowen,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  1648, 
and  of  New  London,  Conn.,  1657-60,  removed  to 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1663.  His  will 
of  April  nth  of  that  year,  made  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
who  in  1669  was  the  widow  of  Samuel  Fuller,  ot 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  executrix,  and  the  will  names 
his  child,  Richard,  and  his  brother,  Obadiah.^ 

(III)  Dr.  Richard  Bmven  (2),  son  of  Thomas, 
born  in  1658,  married  Jan.  9,  1683,  Mercye  Titus, 
and  he  died  in  1736,  having *hacl  these  children: 
Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  ii,  1684,  married  Enoch  Hu^jit, 
and  died  Dec.  11,  1706;  Abij^ith,  born  April  10, 
1687,  married  June  2,  1708,  Peter  limit;  Thomas, 
born  April  20,  1689,  married  Aug.  8,  1710,  Sarah 
Hunt;  Damaris,  born  April  26,  1692,  married  June 
]8,  1718,  Stephen  Hunt,  and  (second)  Stephen 
Reed ; Joseph,  born  in  1694,  married  Prudence 
Peck;  Jabez,  born  Oct.  19,  1696,  married  June  30, 
1717,  Hulda  Hunt;  Ebenezer,  born  Aug.  23,  1699, 
married  June  17,  1723,  Anne  Newman;  and  Urania, 
born  Sept.  28,  1707,  married  March  14,  1735,  John 
Bush.  Richard  Bowen,  as  early  as  1680,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Seekonk,  ]\Iass., 
within  two  miles  of  Providence,  whose  sick  he  at- 
tended more  than  twenty  years  before  it  had  any 
settled  physician  within  its  own  limits.  He  edu- 
cated two  sons  to  be  physicians.  Dr.  Thomas  and 
Dr.  Jabez. 

(IV)  Dr.  Jal^ez  Bovven,  son  of  Dr.  Richard, 
married  Dec.  27,  1727,  Joanna  Salisbury,  and  their 
children  were:  Dr.  Benjamin,  Nathan,  Obediah ; 
Levi ; Miriam,  who  married  Samuel  Coft’ ; Jemima, 
who  married  Stephen  Bowen ; and  Johanna,  who 
married  Nathan  Bliss. 

(V)  Nathan  Bowen,  son  of  Dr.  Jabez  and 
Joanna  (Salisbury)  Bowen,  was  born  Sei)t.  12, 
1729.  On  April  22,  1753,  he  married  Lettice  Mil- 
lard (Miller),  born  in  1735  (or  1736),  and  their 
children  were : Nathan,  who  married  Patience 
Lindley ; Jonathan;  Jabez;  Aaron,  who  married 
Sarah  Lindley ; Samuel ; Ariel ; Nathan,  who  died 
April  5,  1853,  aged  ninety  years,  three  months  (his 
wife  Patience  died  Dec.  24,  1856,  aged  ninety-four 
years)  ; Aaron,  who  died  May  16,  1811  ; and  Sarah 
L.,  who  died  April  10,  1845,  aged  eighty  years. 

•^VI)  Nathan  Bowen  (2),  son  of  Nathan  and 
Lettice  Bowen,  married  Feb.  i,  1784,  Patience  Lind- 
ley, and  had  these  children:  j\"athan,  born  Sept,  i, 
1784;  Isai^i,  who  died  May  13,  1865,  aged  seventy- 
three  years;  Darius,  who  died  Oct.  7,  1862:  Morrel, 
who  died  IMarcti  18,  1857,  aged  fifty-eight  years; 
]Ienjamin,  who  lost  his  life  in  privateering  in  1813, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years ; David,  who  died 
Sept.  5,  1834,  in  his  fortieth  year;  Betsy,  who  died 
March  ii,  1817,  in  her  twenty-ninth  year;  Patience, 
who  died  April  4,  1834,  aged  forty  years;  Lydia, 


who  died  June  26,  1871,  when  seventy-three  years 

of  age;  Avis,  who  died  6,  (or  12),  1884; 

_\Villiam  Bradford,  born  June  20,  1808,  who  died 
Oct.  7,  1880;  Lyndal,  born  Aug.  9,  1804,  who  died 
Sept.  II,  1890;  and  Lindley.  Nathan  Bowen  (2) 
died  March  21,  1848,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

(\TI)  William  Bradford  Bowen  married  Feb.  26,. 
1833,  Hannah  Boyd  Miller,  daughter  of  Amos,  and 
they  had  these  children : William  Erastus,  born 
iMarch  2,  1834,  at  Rehoboth,  died 'Aug.  20,  1886,  in 
Providence;  Anws  iMiller,  born  Jan.  22,  1838,  at 
Providence,  married  (first)  Nov.  4,  1863,  CaroHne 
iMary  Perez,  of  Attleboro,  iMass.,  and  married  (sec- 
011(1)  April  14,  1869,  Eliza  Rhodes  Henry,  of  Provi- 
dence, born  Jan.  i,  1844;  an  infant  smi,  born  June 
27,  1843,  died  the  next  day;  Bradfcyd  Leprelette, 
born  Oct.  13,  1848,  died  Jan.  2,  1856;  Thom'as  Le- 
Baron,  born  Feb.  13,  1850,  died  June  18,  1897;  and. 
Olive  Wheaton,  born  Aug.  5,  1851,  died  Nov  24,. 
1852. 

y/  (VHI)  Amos  M.  Bowen,  son  of  William  Brad- 
ford and  Hannah  Boyd  (iMiller)  Bowen,  married 
( first)  Caroline  iMary  Perez,  born  April  13,  1842, 
daughter  of  Manuel  and  iMary  F.  (Wetherell) 
Perez,  of  Attleboro.  She  died  Nov.  12,  1867. 
Children : William  Manuel  Perez ; and  Mary 
Caroline  Wheaton,  born  May  28,  1866,  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  Amos  M.  Bowen  married  (second) 
April  14,  1869,  Eliza  Rhodes  Henry,  and  had  these 
children,  born  in  Providence : Annie  Olive,  born 
April  23,  1870;  Richard,  born  April  8,  1872,  married 
Sept.  18,  1905,  Annie  Holden  Andrews;  Amos  Mil- 
ler, Jr.,  born  Oct.  18,  1873,  married  Feb.  3,  1898, 
Mary  Turner  Aspinwall,  of  Sharon,  Mass.,  and  she 
is  now  deceased;  Alice  Lindley,  born  Feb.  15,  1876, 
married  Dec.  25,  1900,  Charles  W.  Lowe,  of  Brock- 
ton, ]\Iass. ; Florence  Rhodes,  born  March  12,  1878, 
married  Will  A.  Clader,  June  9,  1905;  Lillian 
Shearman,  born  May  12,  1880;  Harold  Gardiner, 
born  Nov.  6,  1883,  is  now  an  ensign  in  the  United 
States  Navy ; and  Marion  Henry,  born  Dec.  30, 
1886. 

Amos  M.  Bowen  served  his  State  for  many  years 
in  different  capacities.  For  six  years  he  was  in  the 
Rhode  Island  House  of  Representatives  from  Provi- 
dence, and  nineteen  years  as  a member  of  the  Provi- 
dence School  Committee,  two  years  of  that  as  sec- 
retary. His  military  service  was  as  follows ; En- 
rolle(I  as  a private  in  Company  A,  ist  Regiment, 
Rhode  Island  Detached  Militia  on  April  18,  1861, 
mustered  in  May  2,  1861  ; taken  prisoner  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run  July  21,  1861 ; paroled  May  22,  1862, 
Salisbury,  N.  C. ; discharged  July  22,  1862.  Fie 
was  commissioned  as  first  lieutenant,  Company  C, 
2d  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  Feb.  16,  1863 ! Acting 
A.  D.  C.  to  General  Eustiss,  commanding  IBrigade, 
September,  1863,  ’•’‘Til  May,  1864;  mustered  out 
June  17,  1864.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Providence, 
June  3,  1907,  and  is  buried  at  Lakeside  Cemetery, 
Rumford,  Rhode  Island. 

(IN)  William  Manuel  Perez  Bowen  was  born 
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in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  Sept.  8,  1864,  son  of  Amos 
Miller  and  Caroline  Mary  (Perez)  Bowen.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  public  schools  of  Providence, 
and  was  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1884, 
receiving  also  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1887.  In 
1884  he  was  appointed  assistant  clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Ideas  and  of  the  Common  Pleas  Division 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Providence  county,  Rhode 
Island,  and  served  until  1901,  when  he  resigned  to 
engage  in  the  general  practice  of  law  in  the  state 
and  federal  courts.  While  pursuing  his  profession, 
he  also  served  temporarily  as  clerk  of  the  Common 
Pleas  Division,  upon  the  death  of  the  clerk.  The 
lines  of  his  legal  work  have  run  mostly  in  the  di- 
rection of  corporation,  insurance,  banking  and  rail- 
road practice.  He  is  also  a director  of  the  Pascoag 
Water  Company, 

Mr.  Bowen  has  written  for  various  papers  and 
publications,  and  while  the  Providence  Athletic  As- 
sociation existed  was  its  secretary,  and  edited  its 
club  paper,  “The  Triangle.”  He  has  also  served 
faithfully  in  various  social  organizations,  including 
the  Narragansett  Boat  Club  and  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen,  and  his  efforts  for  road  im- 
provement have  borne  fruit  in  the  present  state  of 
highway  system  for  the  main  thoroughfares  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  served  on  the  Providence  school 
committee  is  1899,  and  as  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  House  of  Representatives  in  1902,  1905,  and 
1906,  securing  the  passage  of  many  court  acts  and 
laws  of  general  interest,  including  an  act  regulating 
Common  Law  Assignments,  the  Highway  Act,  the 
]\Ieat  Inspection  Act,  and  an  act  regulating  judicial 
proceeding  with  unincorporated  associations.  He 
is  a member  of  the  University  Club,  the  Delta  Up- 
silon  fraternity,  and  other  societies,  including  Corin- 
thian Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Providence  Chapter, 
Providence  Council  and  Calvary  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  He  served  two  years  as  Di- 
vision Commander  of  the  Rhode  Island  Division, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  and  is  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Massachusetts  Commandery  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  United  Train  of  Artillery,  and 
he  is  staff  officer  of  the  First  Light  Infantry  Regi- 
ment. 

ARMIXGTOX.  Since  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century  the  Armingtons  of  the  region  of  country 
about  either  side  of  the  line  separating  Iilassachu- 
setts  and  Rhode  Island  have  been  a continuous 
family.  They  became  allied  by  marriage  with  seme 
of  the  first  Colonial  families  of  that  section,  and 
•the  posterity  of  the  founders  of  the  family  have 
been  among  the  substantial  men  and  women  and 
prominent  citizens  of  their  respective  communities. 
The  wife  of  the  emigrant  settler,  a woman  of  edu- 
cation and  culture,  after  her  husband’s  death  soon 
after  taking  up  his  residence  in  New  England,  es- 
tablished a school  in  Roxbury  in  which  she  taught 
French.  The  name  is  connected  with  IxDth  the  army 


and  navy  in  the  Revolution.  In  later  generations 
in  Seekonk,  ]\Iass.,  and  in  what  is  now  East  Prov- 
idence, there  figured  conspicuously  the  late  Hon. 
Francis  Armington,  long  in  public  life  in  those 
communities,  as  have  others  of  the  name  since. 
In  the  city  of  Providence  such  men  as  the  late  Asa 
Watson  Armington,  long  identified  with  the  bank- 
ing house  of  Brown  & Ives,  and  his  brother,  the 
late  Dr.  Hervey  Armington,  an  eminent  physician, 
were  of  a type  of  men  to  live  long  in  the  annals 
of  that  city ; and  among  some  of  a still  later  gener- 
ation, and  yet  in  active  life,  are  the  Hon.  James 
Hervey  Armington,  long  prominent  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  Providence  and  East  Providence, 
a colonel  in  the  State  Militia,  for  years  a represen- 
tative in  the  State  Assembly,  and  at  one  time 
Speaker  of  the  Lower  House,  and  Arthur  Herbert 
Armington,  now  one  of  the  city  officials.  In  the 
genealogy  and  family  history  which  follows,  the 
order  in  general  is  chronological,  the  Roman  num- 
erals designating  generations  from  the  first  Amer- 
ican ancestor. 

(I)  Joseph  Armington,  born  on  the  island  of 
Guernsey,  Great  Britain,  came  from  England  to 
Boston  in  1714,  returned  to  England  on  business, 
and  died  there  about  1715. 

(II)  Joseph  Armington  (2),  son  of  Joseph, 
born  about  1707,  on  the  island  of  Guernsey,  came 
to  this  country  with  his  father  and  settled  in  Re- 
hoboth.  Mass.,  presumably  when  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  married  there  May  27,  1729, 
Hannah,  born  Oct.  3,  1707,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Hannah  (Carpenter)  Chaffee.  Mr.  Armington 
was  by  trade  a brickmaker.  He  died  at  Rehoboth, 
Aug.  15,  1746.  “Hannah,  widow  of  Joseph”  died 
at  Rehoboth,  Feb.  22,  1799.  Their  children  were: 
Nicholas,  born  Jan.  12,  1730;  Joseph,  borfi  June  4, 
1731;  Josiah,  born  July  28,  1733;  John,  born  June 
12,  1735  ; Deliverance,  born  Oct.  24,  1737;  Susan- 
nah, born  Jan.  9,  1739;  Hannah,  born  April  20, 
1742;  Josiah  (2),  born  April  4,  1744;  and  William, 
born  Nov.  22,  1746. 

(III)  John  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
June  12,  1735,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Jan.  ii, 
1757,  Ruth,  born  iMarch  3,  1736-37,  daughter  of 
Hezekiah  and  Ruth  (Cooper)  Kent,  of  Rehoboth, 
and  finally  settled  in  Waterford,  Vt.,  where  he  died. 
His  children  of  Rehoboth  record  were:  Sylvester, 
born  Nov.  20,  1757;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  12,  1759; 
Molly,  born  Oct.  13,  1760;  Hannah,  born  Jan.  20, 
1764:  Bety,  born  Sept.  23,  1765;  Russell,  born 
April  16,  1769;  Ruth,  born  June  29,  1771;  Olive, 
born  Aug.  16,  1773;  John,  born  May  10,  1776;  and 
Pruda,  born  in  August,  1778.  Mr.  Armington  mar- 
ried (second)  Jan.  13,  1788,  Chloe  Newman,  of 
Rehoboth,  and  one  child,  Abigail,  was  born  to  them 
Alarch  18,  1789. 

(IV)  Joseph  Armington,  son  of  John,  born 
Feb.  12,  1759,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Aug. 
23,  1781,  Debby,  born  April  ii,  1762,  daughter  of 
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Ezra  and  Ruth  (Cushing)  Kent,  of  Rehoboth.  Mr. 
Armington  served  in  both  the  army  and  navy  in  the 
Revolution.  He  was  a farmer  and  died  in  Water- 
ford, Vt.,  Oot.  1 6,  1832.  His  children  of  Rehoboth 
record  were:  Samuel,  born  Jan.  8,  1783;  Hepze- 
beth,  born  June  22,  1788;  and  James  G.,  born  Sept. 
9,  1789. 

(V)  Samuel  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Debby,  born  Jan.  8,  1783,  in  Rehoboth,  married 
Mary  Paine. 

(Cl)  Nathaniel  K.  Armington,  son  o^  Samuel, 
born  April  9,  1810,  in  Waterford,  Vt.,  married  Feb. 
I,  1832,  Betsy  Carr,  and  was  a farmer  living  in 
Holden,  Rutland  and  Hubbardston,  iMass.  He  died 
at  the  latter  place  Sept.  20,  1887. 

(VII)  Joseph  Washington  Armington,  sen  of 
Nathaniel  K.,  born  July  17,  1834,  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
Vt.,  was  a farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  later 
principal  of  the  Hunt  Grammar  School  at  Wey- 
mouth, Massachusetts. 

(III)  Joseph  Armington  (3),  son  of  Joseph 
(2),  born  June  4,  1731,  married  April  19,  176)0, 
Esther  Walker,  of  Rehoboth,  daughter  of  Daniel 
^nd  Hannah  (Barstow)  Walker.  Their  children  of 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  Barrington,  K.  1.,  record 
were:  Nathan,  born  Nov.  7,  1760;  Susayna,  born 
Sept.  29,  1762;  Nancy,  born  May  14,  1765;  .;^sa, 
born  April  19,  1767;  Walker,  born  March  6,  1769; 
Benjamin,  born  Aug.  27*,  1771  ; Joseph,  born  March 
31,  1774;  Esther,  born  March  17,  1777;  George, 
born  June  17,  17793  Sylvester  Ambrose,  born  Aug. 
19,  1782;  Gardner,  born  July  6,  1785;  Hannah  B., 
born  Aug.  21,  1787;  James  Gardiner,  horn  Se])t.  9, 
1789;  and  Daniel,  born  Oct.  12,  1791. 

(IV)  Asa  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  and  Esther, 
born  April  19,  1767,  marfied  Bethia  Remington, 
and  their  children  were : Asa  Watson,  born  -Vug. 
18,  1791;  Dr.  Hervey,  born  July  26,  1793;  Ira, 
born  April  28,  1795;  Polly  W.,  born  A])ril  i.  1798; 
Mary  A.,  born  Dec.  31,  1800;  Ira  (2),  born  May  i, 
1803;  Horace  W.,  born  Sept.  22,  1805,  w'ho  died 
and  was  buried  in  the  bay  of  Honduras ; and  Emma 
B.,  born  Jan.  31,  1808. 

(V)  Dr.  Hervey  Armington,  son  of  Asa,  was 
born  July  26,  1793.  The  Providence  Daily  Journal, 
under  date  Aug.  8,  1868,  said:  ‘Hr.  Hervey  Ar- 
mington, whose  death  we  have  already  announced, 
was  one  of  our  oldest  physicians,  and  his  dei)arture 
from  us  deserves  something  more  than  a simple 
record  of  the  fact.  Dr.  .Vrmington  was  descemled 
from  Joseph  Armington,  who  with  his  family  came 
to  Boston  from  England  in  the  year  1714.  He  was 
the  second) son  of  Asa  and  Bethia  (Remington) 
Armington,  and  was  born  in  Barrington,  R.  L,  July 
26,  1793.  His  elementary  education  was  obtained 
in  a common  country  school.  He  subsequently  com- 
pleted his  course  of  instruction  at  an  academy  at 
Leicester,  Mass.  During  his  minority  he  spent 
several  years  in  a seafaring  life,  for  which  he  had 
a fondness,  and  as  second  mate,  and  afterward  as 
chief  mate,  sailed  to  \^irginia,  thence  to  Brazil, 


touching  at  some  ports  in  Portugal.  The  war  of 
1812  broke  up  our  commercial  marine,  dissipated 
the  golden  dreams  of  this  peaceful  vocation,  and  led 
to  opening  a business  in  a country  store.  This 
proving  unsuccessful  was  abandoned,  and  the  steps 
of  enterprise  were  turned  toward  the  West.  Pre- 
vious to  1812  young  Armington  proceeded  to  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  taking  passage  to  Philadelphia  in  a 
schooner  just  started  as  a pioneer  in  the  regular 
ifreighting  business,  thence  traveling  on  foot  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  from  that  place  descending  the 
Ohio  in  a skiff  built  by  himself  and  his  traveling 
companion.  In  Cincinnati  he  engaged  in  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Drs.  Hough  and  Whit- 
man, and  after  completing  his  preparatory  course 
became  a student  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  late  Daniel  Drake,  AI. 
D.  While  pursuing  his  medical  studies,  to  support 
himself  and  defray  his  college  e.xpenses  he  set  iq) 
soda  water  fountains  (the  ffrst  probably  in  the 
West)  in  Maysville,  Chillicothe,  Cincinnati,  Louis- 
ville and  St.  Louis,  thus  contributing  to  the  cause 
of  temperance  by  substituting  a^  wholesome  and  de- 
lightful beverage  for  intoxicating  liquors.  In  1822 
he  graduated  with  the  honors  of  the  institution,  and 
after  receiving  his  degree,  established  himself  in  a 
settlement  (if  we  mistake  not,  called  “Yankee- 
town”)  about  thirty-seven  miles  from  Cincinnati. 
Here  he  continued  but  a single  season.  Dr.  Arm- 
ington remained  in  the  West  nearly  five  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Providence  and  engaged  in  the  drug 
business,  practicing  his  profession  occasionally.  He 
likewise  engaged  in  trade  in  connection  with  navi- 
gation, but  failing  of  anticipated  success  he  returned 
to, the  practice  of  medicine,  which  became  extensive, 
and  in  which  he  ever  afterward  continued.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  iMedical  Society,  and 
for  nine  years  its  treasurer.  He  was  also  at  one 
time  president  of  the  Providence  Association  of 
Physicians,  and  enjoyed  the  fullest  confidence  and 
respect  of  his  associates.  His  medical  practice  cov- 
ered a period  of  about  forty  years.  He  was  married 
in  1825,  and  had  nine  children.  Dr.  Armington  was 
very  domestic  in  his  habits  and  found  his  chief  en- 
joyment in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  in  the  so- 
ciety of  friends  who  always  met  a cordial  welcome 
at  his  home.  Though  taking  no  active  part  in  polit- 
ical affairs  he  chetished  firmly  his  early  and  de- 
liberately formed  opinions,  which  his  ballot  at  the 
polls  undisguisedly  expressed.  For  many  years 
Dr.  Armington  was  a member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee, and  during  his  entire  official  connection  with 
that  body  discharged  with  scrupulous  fidelity  the 
duties  assigned  to  him.  No  one  felt  a deeper  in- 
terest in  the  education  of  the  young,  or  appreciated 
more  accurately  the  importance  of  our  public 
school  system.  Changes  bearing  an  evidence  of  im- 
provement, either  in  the  construction  of  school 
liouses,  or  in  methods  of  teaching,  received  from 
him  a hearty  approval.  He  was  especially  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  the  high  school,  and 
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viewed  with  unmingled  satisfaction  the  blessing  it 
annually  conferred  upon  its  pupils  and  through 
them  upon  the  city.  To  his  profess'ion  as  a physi- 
cian Dr.  Armington  was  faithfully  devoted  and  the 
numerous  families  in  which  he  practiced  welcomed 
him  in  the  sick  room  as  a safe  adviser  and  friend. 
He  was  prompt  to  meet  all  calls  for  professional 
services,  and  the  cases  of  his  poorest  patients,  from 
many  of  whom  no  pecuniary  compensation  was  ex- 
pected or  rendered,  always  received  conscientious 
attention.  Even  after  declining  health  warned  him  to 
be  sparing  of  his  strength,  his  ready  sympathy  for 
the  suffering  prompted  him  often  to  transcend  pru- 
dence in  ministering  at  the  bedside  of  disease  and 
pain.  * * He  died  with  calm  and  cheerful  sub- 
mission to  Divine  Will.  His  life  was  formed  under 
the  abiding  influence  of  fundamental  Christian  prin- 
ciples, to  which  he  gave  unqualified  acceptance. 
To  his  family  and  to  a wide  circle  of  friends  his 
death  came  as  a deej^  grief.  From  the  medical 
profession  a respected  and  valued  member  was  re- 
moved, while  from  a still  wider  circle  of  those  by 
whom  he  was  honored  as  a dispenser  of  healing 
had  been  taken  one  whose  memory  was  ever  fra- 
grant of  a kind  and  willing  service.  He  was  the 
last  but  one  of  a family  of  eight  brothers  and 
sisters.  He  passed  away  Aug.  3,  1868,  leaving 
behind  a record  full  of  usefulness  and  high  worth.” 
On  Dec.  25,  1825,  Dr.  Armington  was  married 
to  Ardelia  Allin,  born  April  21,  1803.  daughter  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Perce  Allin  and  Martha  (Pearce) 
Allin,  and  the  nine  children  of  this  marriasre  were : 
Samuel  x-\llin,  Hannah  Bethia,  Horace  Ward,  Re- 
becca Baker,  Emily  Louise,  Juliana  Trowbridge, 
Jerauld  Tibbitts,  Emma  I'oster  and  Hervey  Blanch- 
ard. ' 

(IV’)  Walker  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Esther,  born  March  6,  1769,  married  Aug.  31,  1794, 
Vlarcy  Remington.  One  child,  Joseph,  was  born 
to  them,  July  9,  1795.  The  mother  died  Oct.  16, 
1795,  and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  19,  1800,  iSJarcy 
Jenckes,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Priscilla  (Ba- 
con) Jenckes.  To  the  second  marriage  were  born 
seven  children:  Charles  Henry,  born  June  16,  1802, 
died  Vlarch  19,  1806;  Elizabeth  Jenckes,  born  Nov. 
12,  1806,  lived  to  her  ninety-fourth  year,  dying 
March  12,  1900;  Vlarcy  Remington,  born  Sept.  20, 
1808,  died  April  13,  1811;  Vlarcy  Remington  (2), 
born  Vlay  5,  1811,  married  Daniel  Smith,  and  died 
,Jan.  16,  1886;  James  Henry,  born  April  10,  1813, 
died  Oct.  27,  1891  ; Esther  Priscilla,  born  April  22, 
1816,  died  Nov.  18,  1905;  and  VIoses  Walker,  born 
July  17,  1818.  Walker  x'Vrmington  followed  the  sea 
nearly  all  his  life,  and  was  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Brown  & Ives,  as  master  and  part  owner,  as  was 
the  custom  in  those  days,  of  several  of  the  vessels 
which  he  sailed  for  that  firm. 

(\^)  Jx\MEs  Henry  Armington,  son  of  Walker 
and  Vlarcy  (Jenckes)  Armington,  born  April  10, 
1813,  married  Jan.  27,  1836,  Harriet  Talbot,  born 
Nov.  15,  1814,  daughter  of  Wilbur  and  Fanny 


(Leach)  Talbot.  They  had  eight  children,  namely: 
VIoses,  born  Nov.  4,  1836,  died  Sept.  26,  1840; 
Alpha,  born  x\ug.  19,  1841,  married  Nov.  27,  1862, 
Daniel  E.  Chandler ; Walker,  born  Vlay  2,  1843  i 
Vlarcy,  born  Aug.  23,  1846,  died  Jan.  21,  1890; 
Clarissa  D.,  born  June  4,  1849,  died  Oct.  3,  1850; 
Harriet  xV..,  born  Feb.  23,  1851;  Esther  E.,  born 
Vlarch  i,  1853;  and  Sarah  Jenckes,  born  July  27, 
1856.  James  Henry  Armington,  the  father,  was 
born  at  Kettle  Point,  and  his  boyhood  and  early 
youth  were  passed  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  where  his 
schooling  was  limited  to  a brief  attendance  in  the 
public  schools.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but 
ten  years  of  age,  and  he  was  early  obliged  to  earn 
his  own  way.  He  did,  however,  attend  school  in 
the  winters;  alternating  with  the  farm  work  in  the 
summers,  until  he  was  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Being  a student  of  conditions  and  opportun- 
ities he  early  saw  that  there  was  more  of  a future 
in  manufacturing  pursuits  than  in  farming,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  left  home  to  find  employment  in  his 
chosen  line.  Nobody  wanted  a green  hand,  and 
after  many  discouragements  he  was  about  to  give 
up,  but  summoning  a new  resolution  he  went  to 
Ceorgiaville,  where  a dam  was  in  process  of  con- 
struction. Being  skillful  in  the  handling  of  a boat, 
he  was  given  work.  I^'rom  that  he  secured  work  in 
a mill.  His  first  work  was  that  of  carrying  bobbins, 
which  he  followed  for  one  day  only.  He  was  then 
advanced  from  one  position  to  another  until  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  was  in  full  charge  of  the  mill. 
He  remained  there  and  when  the  Dorr  war  broke 
out  he  enlisted  on  the  side  of  law  and  order.  While 
marching  to  the  seat  of  the  disturbance  he  met  Vlr. 
Zachariah  xVllen,  who  was  interested  in  the  mill, 
and  who  insisted  iqion  his  return  to  the  mill  to  look 
after  it.  Vlr.  xVrmington  insisted  that  he  could  not 
do  so  while  under  enlistment,  but  upon  the  assur- 
ance of  Vlr.  xVllen  that  he  would  see  that  no  harm 
came  to  him  from  it  he  returned  and  remained  in 
charge  of  the  mill  for  fifteen  years  after  that.  He 
then  went  to  Lewiston,  Vlaine,  and  from  there  to 
Greenville,  R.  I.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Polk 
and  Steere  Vlill  for  six  years.  From  Greenville  he 
went  to  Indian  Orchard,  a suburb  of  Springfield,  in 
1862,  and  remained  until  1868.  Removing  to  Cran- 
ston, R.  I.,  in  that  part  known  now  as  Edgewood, 
then  almost  wholly  unsettled,  he  bought  land  and 
built  the  residence  in  which  his  daughters  now  re- 
side, and  this  was  his  home  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  mills  of  Wanton 
Vaughn  for  a number  of  years,  and  continued  in 
business  until  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
He  reared  a large  family  and  spent  a life  useful 
and  exemplary.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  a 
great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay ; later  he  became  a 
Repttblican.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  death  occurred  Oct.  27,  1891.  His 
wife  died  Vlay'  i,  1893,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Rumford  Cemetery. 

(VI)  Walker  Armington,  son  of  James  Henry 
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and  Harriet  (Talbot),  born  May  2,  1843,  married 
Aug.  15,  1866,  Rebecca  F.  Wood,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  and  their  children  were : Alicd  H.,  born  Oct. 

10,  1867;  Walker,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  6,  1873;  and  Edith 
Wood,  born  Aug.  26,  1877,  who  married  Oct.  16, 
1901,  Albert  H.  Green. 

(VII)  Walker  Armington,  Jr.,  son  of  Walker, 
born  Oct.  6,  1873,  married  June  8,  1898,  Lucy  M. 
Day,  and  they  have  one  son,  W'alker  Armington 
III,  born  July  9,  1899. 

(V)  Joseph  Armington,  son  of  Walker  and 
Marcy  (Remington),  born  July  9,  1795,  married 
at  Swansea,  Alass.,  Nov.  28,  1816,  Huldah  Peck, 
born  Oct.  3,  1796,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Hul- 
dah (Kent)  Peck,  of  Seekonk,  Alass.,  he  a descend- 
ant of  Joseph  Peck,  who  came  from  England  to 
America  in  1638,  settling  first  at  Hingham,  Alass., 
thence  to  Seekonk,  his  lineage  being  through  Na- 
thaniel, Nathaniel  (2),  Solomon  and  Solomon 
Peck  (2).  The  children  of  Joseph  and  Huldah 
(Peck)  Armington  were:  William  Henry,  born 
Sept.  14,  1817;  George  Aldredge,  born  Nov.  3,, 
1819;  Alpheus  Walker,  born  March  12,  1821;  and 
Alfred  Plervey,  born  Nov.  3,  1823.  The  mother  of 
these  died  Jan.  i,  1850,  and  the  father  passed  away 
March  31,  1872. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Esther,  born  Aug.  27,  1771,  married  Sept.  17,  1797, 
Sally,  born  July  21,  1776,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Martha  (Davis)  Paine,  of  Rehoboth,.  and  their  chil- 
dren of  Seekonk  record,  were : Emeline,  born  May 

11,  1798;  John  Paine,  born  April  15,  1800;  Alverin, 
born  March  15,  1802;  Elmira,  born  July  25,  ‘1804; 
Martha  Davis,  born  July  6,  1806;  Sarah  Paine,  born 
Dec.  26,  1808;  Benjamin  Nelson,  born  April  ii, 
1811;  Esther  Walker,  born  Sept.  13,  1813;  and 
Abby  Ann,  born  Feb.  19,  1816. 

(IV)  Joseph  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Esther,  was  born  March  31,  1774. 

(IV)  George  Armington,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Esther,  was  born  June  17,  1779. 

(IV)  Sylvester  Ambrose  Armington,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Esther,  born  Aug.  19,  1782,  married 
May  13,  1804,  Sally  (Sarah)  Jenckes,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Priscilla  (Bacon),  of  Rehoboth,  and 
their  children  of  Rehoboth  and  Seekonk  record 
were : 'Gharles  J.,  born  Sept.  25,  1805 ! Maria, 
March  19,  1807;  Henry,  July  5,  1809;  Albert,  Dec. 
4,  1811  ; Lucy,  Jan.  3,  1814:  William,  Jan.  ii,  1816; 
Joseph,  May  31,  1818;  Francis,  Oct.  ii,  1820; 
Sally  Jenckes,  May  22,  1823  ; and  Amanda,  Sept. 
7,  1825.  The  father  of  these  died  Sept.  6,  1845, 
aged  sixty-three  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
Nov.  8,  1841,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 

(\’)  Fr.\xcis  Armington,  son  of  Sylvester  Am- 
brose, born  Oct.  ii,  1820,  in  Seekonk,  Mass,  (now 
East  Providence,  R.  I.),  married  Nov.  25,  1847, 
Caroline  A.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (\nall) 
Medbery,  of  Seekonk,  Mass.,  descendants  of  old 
and  prominent  families  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Armington  received  a common  school  edu- 


cation in  his  native  town,  and  was  first  for  a time 
a farmer  and  merchant,  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Providence.  He,  however,  early  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  pile  driving  and  wharf 
building,  and  followed  it  successfully  for  about 
twenty  years.  During  this  period  he  built  a large 
number  of  wharves  now  in  use  in  the  city  of  Prov- 
idence, among  them  the  Hill’s  Wharf,  the  Lonsdale 
Company’s  Wharf  and  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad  Company’s  Wharf  at  India  Point. 

While  a resident  of  Seekonk,  before  the  forma- 
tion of  the  town  of  East  Providence,  i\Ir.  Armington 
was  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen  and  asses- 
sors, overseer  of  the  poor,  and  also  a representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court  of  iMassachusetts  (1856). 
In  the  early  history  of  East  Projidence  his  activity 
in  public  affairs  was  continued.  He  was  president 
of  the  first  town  council  in  1862,  served  twelve 
years  as  town  treasurer,  represented  the  town  in 
the  State  Senate,  1864-66  and  1874,  and  also  held 
the  offices  of  probate  judge,  assessor,  overseer  of 
the  i)Oor  and  auctioneer.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  or  in  its  early  period,  he  enlisted  the 
town's  cpiota  of  volunteers  for  Rhode  Island  regi- 
ments. When  East  Providence  was  set  off  from 
Seekonk,  the  new  town  had  no  suitable  school  houses 
and  iSIr.  Armington  took  an  especial  interest  in  see- 
ing that  it  soon  had  good  school  facilities.  While 
])resident  of  the  town  council,  probably  acting  as 
the  representative  of  the  town,  he  superintended  the 
construction  of  six  new  schools  and  the  rebuilding 
of  the  seventh,  and  at  that  time  East  Providence 
had  the  best  equipped  school  houses  in  the  State. 
In  his  work  in  this  line  Mr.  Armington  took  just 
l)ride.  In  his  ))ublic  life  he  held  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  his  fellow  citizens,  and  was  often 
chosen  without  opposition  from  his  political  oppon- 
ents. h'rom  his  youth  he  had  been  a stanch  Demo- 
crat of  the  old  school.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Commit- 
tee. He  was  of  genial,  sympathetic  and  generous 
nature,  and  many  who  were  in  adversity  had  reason 
to  remember  with  gratitude  his  kindly  words  and 
ready  munificence.  He  was  often  called  upon  to 
administer  upon  estates.  He  served  as  commis- 
sioner in  defining  the  boundary  line  between  Bar- ' 
rington  and  East  Providence,  and  was  also  the  com- 
missioner in  building  the  bridge  over  Warren  river. 
He  was  a member  of  and  deacon  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  East  Providence.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Armington  occurred  Jan.  28,  1895,  and  that  of  his 
wife.  Sept.  24,  1904.  A son,  Arthur  Herbert,  and 
daughters,  Carolyn  F.  and  Edith  A.,  survive  them. 

(VI)  Arthl'r  Herbert  Armington,  son  of 
Francis,  born  Aug.  9,  1853,  married  Oct.  16,  1876, 
Alice  E.,  daughter  of  Jason  P.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Wickes)  Stone,  he  a descendant  of  Hugh  Stone, 
who  in  young  manhood,  unmarried,  came  to  Amer- 
ica, sometime  between  1655  and  1665,  and  settled 
in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  his  lineage  being  through  John, 
Jeremiah,  Charles  and  Nathan  K.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Armington  have  had  four  children : Herbert  Ham- 
lin, born  Jan.  20,  1878;  Francis,  born  Jan.  26,  1881, 
who  died  Aug.  8,  1881  ; Earl  Stone,  born  Sept,  ii, 
1883,  and  Edith  Caroline,  born  Aug.  i,  1887. 

Arthur  Herbert  Armington  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  East  Providence,  and  at  i\lowry 
& Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School  in  Providence, 
graduating  from  the  latter  in  1869,  as  the  valedic- 
torian of  his  class.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
matriculated  at  Brown  Lhiiversity,  graduating  in 
the  class  of  1871,  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  While 
a student  in  the  university  i\lr.  Armington  took  up 
civil  engineering  and  studied  it  thoroughly,  expect- 
ing to  make  it  his  profession.  In  October,  1871, 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  City  Engineer  of  the 
city  of  Providence,  and  w'as  in  the  employ  of  that 
office  until  1876.  *In  the  latter  part  of  this  period, 
from  Eebruary,  1873,  he  was  assigned  by  the  city 
engineer  to  the  assessor’s  office  as  the  engineer  to 
the  city  assessors.  In  1876  the  board  of  assessors 
received  the  authority  to  appoint  their  own  engi- 
neer, and  Hr.  Armington  was  appointed  in  Novem- 
ber. of  that  year.  He  held  that  jiosition  until  June, 
1886,  wdien  he  was  elected  by  the  city  council  as 
one  of  the  assessors  for  the  city.  This  was  for  a 
short  term  of  only  a few  months,  and  on  its  ex- 
])iration  he  was  re-elected,  and  has  been  re-elected 
every  three  years  since  that  time,  without  opposition, 
making  a record  of  thirty-five  years  of  faithful  and 
efficient  service  for  the  city.  Mr.  Armington  has 
been  a Republican  all  his  life,  receiving  from  his 
father,  at  his  majority,  his  approval  of  his  choice 
of  politics,  although  the  latter  was  a life-long  Dem- 
ocrat. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  What  Cheer 
Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  one  of  its 
past  masters ; Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  in 
which  he  is  past  high  priest ; and  of  Providence 
Council,  Royal  and  Select  ^Masters,  of  which  he  is 
past  master ; he  has  been  senior  warden  in  Calvary 
Commandery,  No.  13,  K.  T. : and  is  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Consistory.  He  is  past  grand  high 
priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  Past  Giand  iMaster  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Rhode  Island,  and  is  also  Deputy  Grand  ]\Ias- 
ter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  w'as  chair- 
man of  the  Centennial  Committee  of  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  had  charge  of  all  the  work 
for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  in  1893.  Th’S 
chapter  having  1300  members,  and  being  the  largest 
in  the  world,  Mr.  Armington  felt  it  ought  to  have 
a celebration  in  keeping  with  its  position,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  w’ork  on  this  occasion  he  edited 
the  Centennial  \*olume  of  the  Chapter.  In  recog- 
nition of  the  high  character  of  tlie  w’ork,  the  chap- 
ter caitsed  him  to  be  made  a life  member  of 
Ouatuor  Coronati  Lodge  (a  literary  lodge  of  Free- 
masons) of  London,  England.  ]\Ir.  Armington  is 
also  secretary  of  the  Eree  iMasons  Hall  Company, 
and  one  of  its  board  of  managers.  He  has  deliv- 
ered numerous  lectures  on  INIasonry.  In  his  religious 
faith  he  is  a Baptist,  and  since  1902  he  has  been  a 


deacon  in  the  Central  Baptist  Church  of  Providence. 

(\A  Asa  Watson  Armington,  son  of  Asa,  born 
Aug.  18,  1791,  married  Nov.  24,  1816,  Lucy  Ful- 
ler. Their  children  w'ere : Mathew^  Watson,  born 
Jan.  9,  1819 ; Lucy  Fuller,  who  married  Henry  Rich- 
ardson ; Caroline  Bethia ; James  Hervey,  born  Aug. 
10,  1827;  Ardelia,  born  in  1828;  Mary  Watson, 
born  in  1829;  Flarriett  Hervey,  born  Sept.  30,  1833; 
and  Ardelia  E.  (2),  wdio  married  Dr.  W.  H.  Fraver. 
i\Ir.  Armington  died  Nov.  16,  1867,  and  there  ap- 
])eared  in  the  year  following  in  the  New  England 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Register  the  following 
l)ersonal  mention  of  him : 

“Mr.  Armington  inherited  the  virtues  of  his  ancestors, 
men  who  were  distinguished  for  integrity  and  honor,  and 
whose  names  stand  foremost  in  the  list  of  their  native 
township.  He  possessed  a mind  of  uncommon  strength, 
united  with  a comprehensive  judgment,  which  he  exer- 
cised on  all  questions  of  political  or  religious  interest. 
After  a careful  and  conscientious  research  of  Biblical 
lore,  he  embraced  Unitarianism  at  an  early  age.  and  ever 
continued  a faithful  adherent  to  its  principles.  His 
rich  stores  of  antiquarian  knowledge,  and  his  carefully 
preserved  records  of  local  history  and  biography,  were 
ever  ready  as  illustrative  examples  of  his  diligent  inquir- 
ies. He  was  employed  as  accountant  for  a period  of 
nearly  forty  years  in  the  banking  house  of  Brown  & 
Ives,  where,  by  'his  energy,  dignity  of  character  and  ex- 
actitude of  business  relations,  he  won  a name  which  has 
become  a proverb  for  truth  and  purity.  He  was  a devoted 
husband  and  affectionate  father.” 

(\T)  Col.  James  Hervey  i\RMiNGTON  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  Aug.  10,  1827,  son  of  Asa 
Watson  and  Lucy  (Puller)  Armington,  both  de- 
scendants of  the  oldest  Colonial  families  of 
Massachusetts.  Attending  the  public  schools  of 
Providence  he  rose  from  grade  to  grade  until  he 
graduated  from  the  Providence  High  School  in* 
1844,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  was  al- 
ways an  apt  scholar,  and  after  leaving  the  high 
school  studied  mathematics,  mechanical  drawing  and 
engineering  under  a private  tutor,  and  thus  fitted 
himself  to  be  an  engineer,  which  vocation  he  plied 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  being  called  in 
consultation  by  many  great  engineers  in  undertak- 
ing of  a big  nature. 

In  1845  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Providence 
Steam  Engine  Company,  and  in  1858  accepted  the 
position  of  engineer  and  general  superintendent  of 
the  Providence  Gas  Company,  a position  which  he 
held  until  1873,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a sim- 
ilar position  with  the  Brooklyn  Gas  Company.  He 
remained  there  until  1890,  for  the  last  ten  years  of 
service  in  Brooklyn  being  President  of  the  com- 
pany. His  health  then  being  impaired,  he  decided 
to  retire  and  returned  to  Rhode  Island-;  purchasing 
an  estate  in  East  Providence,  where  he  resided  with 
his  family.  Even  then  was  he  called  in  consultation 
by  the  engineers. 

Col.  Armington  was  once  a member  of  the  city 
council  of  Providence,  representing  the  old  Third 
ward  in  that  body.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  Repub- 
lican, and  always  ready  to  join  in  good-natured 
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debate  with  a member  of  an  opposite  party.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  from  East  Providence,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  1898,  continued  in  that  office 
to  the  year  1903,  being  Speaker  of  the  House  during 
his  last  year.  He  retired  of  his  own  volition,  his 
health  demanding  his  retirement  from  public  life. 
Previous  to  his  election  as  representative  he  was 
a member  of  the  town  council  of  East  Providence. 

It  was  while  he  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  from  East  Providence  that  he  figured  in 
one  of  the  most  memorable  episodes  in  the  history 
of  the  House,  breaking  a tie  vote  after  five  hours 
or  more  of  deadlock,  and  making  himself  famous 
all  over  the  State.  There  was  a question  before 
that  body  whether  the  control  of  the  Police  Board 
should  rest  with  the  Governor  or  be  transferred  to 
the  Mayor.  The  debate  on  the  question  was  hot, 
and  a vote  being  finally  taken  it  was  found  that 
there  was  a deadlock,  with  not  much  prospect  of 
it  ever  being  broken,  it  being  known  for  a certain- 
ty that  all.  the  absent  Democrats  were  too  far  away 
to  be  reached.  The  only  way  that  it  could  be  decid- 
ed was  to  send  a message  to  Col.  Armington,  who 
was  absent  on  that  day  attending  the  funeral  of  a 
brother  of  the  square  and  compass.  The  telephone 
to  the  Colonel’s  residence  was  kept  hot,  but  it  was 
not  until  the  late  afternoon,  almost  twilight,  that  the 
Colonel  returned  home  and  answered  the  ’phone. 
He  hustled  out  of  his  house  and  boarded  a River- 
side car,  and  at  6 145  o’clock,  when  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  had  not  paired  off  and  de- 
parted, were  preparing  to  retire  in  the  chambei 
rather  than  give  up  the  fight,  the  Colonel,  muffled 
in  the  expanse  of  a long  ulster,  marched  into  the 
chamber,  the  applause  from  the  Republican  section 
lasting  for  nearly  fifteen  minutes.  It  was  a day 
long  to  be  remembered,  and  the  Colonel  was  decid- 
edly the  hero  of  the  occasion. 

Col.  Armington  joined  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Militia  in  1847,  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  in 
’61  he  enlisted  in  the  loth  R.  I.  Vols.,  serving  as 
lieutenant  and  quartermaster  of  that  regiment. 
Upon  his  return  from  the  war  he  joined  the  6th 
Regiment,  R.  I.  AT,  serving  as  lieutenant,  captain 
and  finally  colonel  of  that  regiment.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army,  holding  membership 
in  Bucklin  Post,  of  East  Providence.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  attaining  the 
32d  degree,  and  belonging  to  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  AT,  and  the  other  bodies  of  that  organi- 
zation. At  one  time  he  was  deputy  grand  master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alasons,  and  was  the  foun- 
der of  the  Alasonic  Veteran  Association,  being 
president  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  also  associated  with  the  Society  of  Civil  En- 
gineers. 

He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
famous  Squantum  Club,  one  of  the  most  /exclusive 
organizations  in  the  State,  and  his  death  leaves 


but  two  of  the  twelve  original  members  liviiig,  Ben- 
jamin C.  Gladding  and  Benjamin  \V.  Parsons:  As 
with  most  of  the  organizations  with  which  he  was 
connected  he  took  a great  interest  in  the  Squantum 
Club,  and  he  never  failed  to  refer  to  its  successful 
career  with  the  greatest  of  feeling,  taking  great 
pride  in  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  its  first  mem- 
bers. He  was  also  a past  president  of  the  East 
Providence  Business  Alen’s  Association  as  well  as 
vice-president  of  the  Pioneer  Republican  Club. 

(Jn  Nov.  25,  1873,  Col.  Armington  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Aliss  Alary  Augusta,  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Alehitable  (Wentworth)  Butts,  of 
Providence,  who,  with  her  .daughter,  now  Airs. 
Edward  S.  Aloulton,  survives  him. 

In  the  death  of  Col.  Armington,  which  oc- 
curred Uct.  14,  iqofj,  the  State  as  well  as  the  town 
lost  one  of  its  most  noted  and  public-minded  citi- 
zens, and  its  announcement  came  as  a distinct 
shock  to  his  townsmen  and  his  many  admirers 
throughout  the  State,  who  were  not  aware  of  the 
serious  nature  of  his  illness. 

Col.  Armington  was  a man  of  striking  appear- 
ance, and  his  whole-souled  and  affable  manner 
won  for  him  many  warm  friendships  in  every  com- 
munity in  which  he  was  known.  His  loss  will  be 
sincerely  felt  by  the  people  of  his  town  who  in  times 
past  had  chosen  to  heap  many  honors  upon  him,  of 
all  of  which  he  was  most  deserving.  , Descended 
from  an  excellent  ancestry,  inheriting  the  qualities 
of  honesty,  industry  and  absolute  probity ; fulfilling 
to  the  utmost  all  the  duties  of  a highly  purposeful 
life ; and  honored  by  his  fellow  neighbors  and 
townsmen  by  repeated  elections  to' pi^it/lic  trusts. 
Col.  Armington  was,  to  an  unusual  degree,  a most 
e.xcellent  type  of  New  England  citizen. 

JAAIES  AlONROE  LEWIS,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  Rhode  Island  families,  was  born 
at  Southold,  L.  I.,  Jan.  18,  1844. 

Whitman  Thompson  Lewis,  his  father,  was  born 
on  Tower  street,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  ten  years  spent  at  Southold,  L.  I.,  Air. 
Lewis  engaged  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Westerly, 
and  was  a successful  man  and  excellent  citizen.  He 
married  Alary  Ann,  daughter  of  Theodaty  Hall, 
and  their  children  were ; Eliza,  wife  of  Joshua 
AI.  Clarke,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere; 
James  Alonroe : Lydia,  deceased;  and  Alary,  who 
married  Isaac  Thompson. 

James  Alonroe  Lewis  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  manhood  in  Westerly,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmithing  in  the  employ  of  Orlando 
Smith.  In  1882  Air.  Lewis  began  the  manufacture 
of  granite  tools  on  I.edward  avenue,  and  later  on  on 
Spruce  street,  and  for  two  years  he  was  in  partner- 
ship with  William  Oppy.  In  1900  the  firm  of 
Whlcox  & Lewis  was  formed,  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  granite  tools,  and  so  superior  was 
their  product  that  these  tools  are  used  in  many  of 
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the  lai'ge  quarries.  In  1905  Mr.  Lewis  retired 
from  active  business. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Lewis  occurred  in 
1862,  when  he  was  united  with  Josephine,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  W.  Gavitt.  She  died  Jan.  7,  1878, 
leaving  these  children ; James  Henry,  a teacher  in 
the  Reform  School  at  Howard,  R.  I.,  died  June  18, 
1907,  of  scarlet  fever  contracted  while  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  his  work  in  the  school ; he  married 
Jennie  Sherman,  and  they  had  one  child,  Sylvia. 
Carrie  Jane  married  E.  C.  Collins,  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Amos  R.  and 
Louise  Tallman. 

On  Dec.  30,  1882,  Mr.  Lewis  married  Sylvia 
R.  Still,  of  Lewis,  Essex  Co.,  X.  Y.  IMr.  Lewis 
is  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
of  Westerly,  and  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  is 
very  highly  esteemed  by  a wide  circle  of  friends. 

CLARKE.  The  posterity  of  Joseph  Clarke  of 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  descend  from  the  Clarkes  of  the 
parish  of  Westhorpe,  County  of  Suffolk,  England. 
Westhorpe  is  a manor  in  the  Hundred  (township) 
of  Hartismore,  and  is  in  the  center  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  County  of  Suffolk.  Here  the  name  of 
Clarke  is  of  great  antiquity.  Since  the  coming  to 
the  town  of  Newport  of  Joseph  Clarke,  260 
and  more  years  ago,  the  name  has  been  a con- 
tinuous  one  in  that  and  in  other  towns  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. Joseph  Clarke,  of  Newport  and  Wes- 
terly, a most  conspicuous  man  in  the  public  affairs 
of  that  early  Colonial  period,  became  the  progen- 
itor of  a race  which  has  admirably,  here  in  Rhode 
Island  and  as  well  in  the  country  at  large,  sus- 
tained the  reputation  made  by  the  emigrant  ances- 
tor and  earlier  generations.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this 
article  to  treat  only  and  briefiy  of  some  of  the 
Clarkes  of  Westerly  and  of  their  lineage. 

There  lived  Hon.  Thomas  Marsh  Clarke,  long 
a substantial  man  and  citizen  of  the  locality,  sev- 
eral times  a member  of  the  State  Assembly ; there 
is  still  active  his  son — Hon.  William  Lewis  Clarke — 
of  Ashaway,  who  has  served  his  town  in  both  the 
lower  house  and  in  the  State  Senate ; there  lived  the 
late  Feleg  Congdon  Clarke,  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive farmers  of  the  region  of  country,  whose  son 
— Feleg  (sketch  elsewhere) — was  long  one  of  the 
extensive  contractors  and  builders  and  prominent 
men  of  his  community,  and  there,  too,  among  others, 
have  lived  Luke  and  John  Tefft  Clarke,  substantial 
men  and  useful  citizens,  of  their  communities,  and 
there  is  still  active  a son  of  the  latter,  Benjamin 
F.  Clarke. 

(I)  John  Clarke,  the  first  of  the  family  in  di- 
rect line,  of  whom  there  is  authentic  record,  was  of 
County  Suffolk,  England,  and  was  there  buried 
March  3,  1559.  His  children  were  John,  Jr.,  and 
Thomas. 

(II)  John  Clarke,  Jr.,  was  born  in  February, 
1541,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Catharine  Cook,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Cook,  and  they  both  died  in  1598.  Their 


children  were:  John;  Thomas,  born  in  August, 
1570;  Pasor,  1574;  John  (2),  1577;  Alargaret, 
1579;  and  Mary,  1581. 

(Ill)  Thomas  Clarke,  born  in  August,  1570, 
married  Rose  Kerige,  and  of  their  children  we  have 
mention  of:  Margaret,  born  1600;  Carew,  1602; 
William,  1611;  and  Joseph,  1618.  Both  Thomas 
Clarke  and  his  wife,  Rose,  died  in  1627.  Of  their 
children,  Thomas,  John  and  Joseph  came  from  Eng- 
land to  Boston  in  1637,  and  the  next  year  located  in 
Rhode  Island,  making  their  homes  thereafter  in 
Newport.  There  Thomas  died  Oct.  2,  1674,  and 
John,  Feb.  20,  167O,  neither  leaving  male  de- 
scendants. 

(I\")  Joseph  Clarke,  born  Dec.  9,  1618,  and 
baptized  at  Westhorpe  on  Dec.  i6th,  following, 
came  as  above  stated,  to  the  New  World  in  1637, 
and  he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of 
Aquidneck,  at  Newport,  in  1638.  He  became  a 
freeman  in  1641,  and  in  1644  was  made  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport,  and  in  1648  became  a member  of  the 
General  Court  of  Trials.  He  was  made  a freeman 
of  the  Colony  in  1655.  He  acted  as  commissioner 
in  1655-57-58  and  1659;  was  assistant  in  1658-63- 
64-65-78-80  and  1690.  He  was  made  a freeman 
at  Westerly  in  1668,  and  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Assembly  in  1668-69-70-71-72  and  1690.  His  name 
appears  in  May,  1669,  6ie  list  of  Westerly  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  1677  he  was  a member  of  the  Court  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  to  attend  to  matters  of  the  in- 
jurious and  illegal  acts  of  the  Connecticut  Colony. 
He  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  appear  of  Newport  in 
1680.  jMr.  Clarke  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  dying  at  Newport  in  1694.  He  died  on  June 
1st  of  that  year.  The  name  of  his  second  wife  is 
not  known.  His  children  were:  Joseph,  William, 
Mary,  Sarah,  John,  Susanna,  Joshua,  Thomas, 
Carew  and  Elizabeth. 

(V')  Joseph  Clarke  (2),  of  Newport  and  West- 
erly, son  of  Joseph,  born  Feb.  ii,  1642,  married 
(first)  Nov.  16,  1664,  Bethiah  Hubbard,  born  Dec. 
19,  1646,  daughtef  of  Samuel  and  Tacy  (Cooper) 
Hubbard;  she  died  April  17,  1707.  He  married 
(second)  Hannah  Peckham,  widow  of  Thomas  and 
daughter  of  William  Weeden.  Mr.  Clarke  must 
have  removed  from  Newport  to  Westerly  in  early 
life,  for  in  1669  he  became  town  clerk  of  Westerly, 
and  was  such  until  1700.  In  July,  1675,  he  and  his 
family  went  to  Newport  for  safety  during  the  In- 
dian war,  returning  to  Westerly  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  Mr.  Clarke  died  Jan.  ii,  1726-27,  in  Wes- 
terly, and  his  second  wife  passed  away  March  3, 
1723.  His  children  were:  Judith,  born  Oct  12, 
1667,  at  Newport;  Joseph,  born  April  14,  1670,  at 
Westerly;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  29,  1672,  at  Westerly; 
John,  Aug.  25,  1675,  at  Newport;  Bethiah,  April 
II,  1678,  at  Westerly;  Mary,  Dec.  27,  1680,  at  Wes- 
terly; Susanna,  Aug.  31,  1683,  at  Westerly;  Thom- 
as, March  17,  1686,  at  Westerly;  and  William,  April 
21,  1688,  at  Westerly. 
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(VI)  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Westerly  and  Hop- 
kinton,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born  March  17,  1686, 
married  in  1710,  Elizabeth  Babcock,  born  Feb.  18, 
1691,  in  Westerly,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Saunders)  Babcock.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
baptized  in  1707,  and  his  name  was  in  the  list  of 
tlie  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Westerly  in 
1718  and  1740.  He  was  ordained  deacon  of  the 
church  Aug.  26,  1735,  and  was  chosen  assistant  el- 
der Oct.  20,  1750..  His  death  occurred  in  Hopkin- 
ton  Nov.  26,  1767.  His  children  were:  Sarah, 
born  May  ii,  1712;  Thomas,  March  4,  1715,  at 
Westerly;  Joshua,  April  26,  1717,  at  Westerly; 
James,  March  3,  1720,  at  Westerly;  Joseph,  Sept. 

14,  1728. 

(VTI)  Rev.  Joshua  Clarke  of  Westerly,  son  of 
Thomas,  born  April  26,  1717,  married  in  April, 
1738,  Hannah  Cottrell,  born  in  1719.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  chosen  deacon  in  the  Sabbatarian  Church  in 
1756,  but  declined  the  office.  He  appears  in  the 
census  of  1774  as  of  Hopkinton.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a trustee  of 
Brown  University.  Rev.  Clarke  took  part  in 
the  early  Colonial  wars  and  also  served  in  the  Revo- 
lution. His  death  occurred  at  Westerly  March  8, 
1793.  His  widow,  Hannah,  passed  away  Nov.  4, 
1808,  when  ninety  years  of  age.  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke’s 
children  were:  Bhineas,  born  Feb.  23,  1740;  Josh- 
ua, Aug.  17,  1741;  Elizabeth,  1743;  Ethan,  March 
7,  1745;  Hannah,  May  4,  1747;  Thomas,  June  10, 
1749;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  14,  1751  ; Arnold,  iMarch  17, 
1754;  Henry,  Dec.  2,  1756;  Willet,  Uct.  20,  1759; 
Nathan,  Feb.  7,  1762;  and  Job  Bennett,  Alay  13, 
1765,  sketch  of  whom  appears  later. 

(VTII)  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Westerly,  son  of  Rev. 
Joshua,  born  June  10,  1749,  married  June  11,  1770, 
Olive  Marsh,  of  Hartford,  Vt.,  born  June  12,  1756. 
Mr.  Clarke  lived  in  Westerly  and  later  in  North 
Stonington,  Conn.  His  death  occurred  May  28, 
1832.  His  wife  passed  away  iMay  4,  1828.  Their 
children  were:  Charlotte,  born  April  23,  1771; 
Hannah,  June  23,  1773;  Abigail,  July  26,  1775; 
Thomas,  May  10,  1778;  Abel  Marsh,  April  22, 
1780;  Olive  Marsh,  April  30,  1783;  Russell,  April 
13,  1787;  Samuel,  June  23,  1790;  Clarissa,  Jan.  i, 
1793;  Peleg  Congdon,  July  31,  1796;  and  George 
W.,  Nov.  9,  1799. 

(IX)  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Hopkinton,  son  of 
(VHI)  Thomas,  born  May  10,  1778,  married  Nov. 
26,  1797,  Wealthy  Wright,  born  May  14,  1780,  in 
the  State  of  Vermont.  Of  their  children,  the  first 
was  born  Feb.  9,  1799,  but  died  the  same  day. 
The  others  were:  David  W.,  born  June  4,  1800, 
at  Newport;  Elizabeth  B.,  Nov.  5,  1801,  in  Hop- 
kinton; Tryphena  A.,  June  12,  1804,  in  Hopkinton; 
Clarissa  A.,  IMay  18,  1807,  in  Hopkinton;  Abel 
Marsh,  Sept.  20,  1809,  at  Newport;  Thomas  Marsh, 
Dec.  23,  1810,  at  Newport;  Dan,  Oct.  21,  1813; 
Jerusha  M.,  June  5,  1816;  W’ealthy  J.,  Dec.  7,  1818, 
at  Newport;  Sarah  W.,  Jan.  23,  1820,  at  Newport; 


Benjamin  F.,  April  25,  1822;  and  Susan  Jane,  July 
15,  1827. 

(X)  Thomas  iMarsh  Clarke,  son  of  Thomas, 
born  Dec.  23,  1810,  in  Newport,  married,  Nov.  9, 

1834,  Ann  Lewis,  daughter  of  Deacon  Daniel  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Northrop)  Lewis,  of  Hopkinton,  horn 
April  15,  1808.  Mr.  Clarke  came  with  his  parents 
from  Newport  to  Hopkinton  in  1821.  He  attended 
private  schools  in  Westerly  and  Milltown  (now 
North  Stonington),  and  then  for  several  years  en- 
gaged in  teaching  schools  in  the  towns  of  Hopkin- 
ton and  W’esterly.  He  was  baptized  Sept.  3,  1831, 
and  united  with  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  in 
Hopkinton  Oct.  25,  1834,  and  continued  in  the 
faith  and  membership  of  the  church  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  began  housekeeping  in 

1835,  on  the  Oliver  Davis  farm,  in  Westerly.  From 
this  farm,  in  1836  he  removed  to  the  Ward  place, 
remaining  until  1838,  when  he  removed  to  the  Den- 
ison Palmer  farm  in  Stonington,  Conn.  Thence  in 
1839  he  went  to  the  Whitehall  place  in  the  same 
town.  In  1841  he  removed  to  the  Giles  Wheeler 
farm  in  North  Stonington,  thence  in  1846  to  Hop- 
kinton and  in  1849  Jamestown,  R.  1.  In  1850 
he  located  in  Groton,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  dur- 
ing the  seven  years  following.  In  1857  purchased 
a farm  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  moved  upon 
it  and  there  remained  until  1876.  He  removed 
in  that  year  to  the  Gardiner  farm  at  Millstone  Point, 
Conn.,  remaining  until  1882,  when  the  failing  health 
of  his  wife  induced  him  to  drop  active  cares,  and 
together  they  found  a home  with  their  eldest  son, 
whose  filial  devotion  made  their  remaining  years 
bright  and  pleasant.  While  a resident  of  Hopkin- 
ton Mr.  Clarke  was  for  a number  of  years  a direc- 
tor of  the  Ashaway  National  Bank.  For  years  he 
served  as  treasurer  and  trustee  in  various  school 
districts,  and  he  was  one  of  the  number  instrumen- 
tal in  founding  the  Hopkinton  Academy.  Mr. 
Clarke  was  one  of  the  highly  respected  and  greatly 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  various  communities  in 
which  he  lived,  and  was  a man  of  high  sense 
of  honor. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Clarke  took  a deep 
and  abiding  interest,  and  always  had  decided  views, 
which  he  was  fearless  in  defending  or  upholding. 
He  always  allied  himself  to  the  party  that  appeared 
most  aggressive  in  its  work  for  the  equal  rights  of 
all  men,  and  in  early  life  was  a stanch  old-line 
W’hig;  then  with  William  Lloyd  Garrison  and  others 
he  became  an  Abolitionist,  and  in  1856,  a Republi- 
can. While  his  faith  in  the  latter  party  sometimes 
faltered,  because  of  its  delay  in  carrying  out  cer- 
tain measures,  yet  it  rose  to  his  expectations  with 
the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  and  he  thereafter 
gave  it  his  most  loyal  support  until  the  agitation 
against  the  liqour  traffic  caused  him  to  enlist  under 
the  Prohibition  banner.  He  represented  Hopkinton 
in  the  General  Assembly  in  1859,  i860  and  1864. 

IMr.  Clarke  died  in  Westerly  IMay  21,  1900.  His 
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wife  died  Dec.  20,  1891.  Their  children  were; 
William  Lewis,  born  Sept.  16,  1835 ; Dan  W.,  Feb. 
17,  1839,  inarried  (first)  Irena  A.  Handell,  had  four 
children,  Lucy  iMay  (of  Ashaway),  Nina  A.  (de- 
ceased), Grace  N.  (deceased)  and  Arthur  Lewis 
(deceased),  and  (second)  Airs.  Jeannette  Avery, 
by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Clarence  Lewis,  of  Wes- 
terly ; Sarah  Ann,  born  Dec.  23,  1843,  ^i^cl 

June  26,  1858;  and  Emeline  Northrop,  born  May 
23,  1848,  married  Marshall  R.  Allen  (who  died 
Aug.  22,  1897),  resides  in  Pawtucket,  K.  1.,  and 
has  one  son,  Thomas  Alarshall,  born  Sept.  4,  1883. 

(Nl)  William  Lewis  Cl.vrke,  of  Ashaway, 
son  of  Thomas  Alarsh,  born  Sept.  16,  1835,  married 
Sept.  28,  1859,  Alary  Bassett,  born  Nov.  18,  1831, 
at  Independence,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Alartha  (St.  John)  Bassett.  The  other  children  of 
Air.  and  Airs.  Bassett  were:  Alartha  St.  John; 
and  Alaria,  who  married  Joseph  Sheffield,  the  foun- 
der and  donor  of  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
Yale  University.  The  marriage  of  Air.  and  Airs. 
Clarke  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows ; 
•Ada  Augusta,  born  Sept.  29,  1861,  graduated  from 
Alfred  University  and  was  preparing  to  enter  W'el- 
lesley  College,  when  she  died,  Jan.  4,  1885;  John 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  8,  1863,  died  Sept.  10,  1863;  and 
Charles  Welling,  born  April  i,  1865,  married,  Dec. 
31,  1885,  Elizabeth  Briggs,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Jessie  Ada,  born  Alay  24,  1887,  who  attends  the 
Boston  Conservatory  of  Alusic. 

Air.  Clarke  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading 
men  and  substantial  citizens  of  his  town,  enterpris- 
ing, public-spirited  and  interested  in  all  measures 
tending  to  the  advancement  of  the  town  and  for 
the  best  interests  of  its  people.  He  has  been  a 
number  of  times  honored  by  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  and  each  time  measured  up  to  the 
satisfactory  discharge  of  the  duties,  and,  too,  in  a 
manner  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  and 
with  credit  to  himself.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  committee,  and  for  nineteen  years  was 
treasurer  of  the  joint  district.  He  was  a representa- 
tive from  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Rhode  Island  in  1865  and  1866,  and  a 
State  Senator  in  1874-1875.  He  is  at  present  a mem- 
/ber  of  tbe  town  council  of  Westerly.  He  is  active  in 
religious  affairs  and  is  clerk  of  the  First  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hopkinton.  For  nearly 
forty  } ears  he  has  been  a member  of  the  missionary, 
board  of  that  denomination,  was  for  a number  of 
years  its  recording  secretary,  and  since  1891  has 
lieen  its  president. 

(VIII)  Job  Bennett  Clarke,  son  of  Rev.  Joshua 
Clarke,  was  born  May  13,  1765,  and  he  died  in 
i860.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  his  day  and  was 
judge  of  the  County  court.  On  Jan.  i,  1788,  he 
married  Airs.  Alary  Wells.  In  their  family  of  twelve 
children  all  lived  until  the  youngest  was  more  than 
fifty  years  old. 

( IX)  Rev.  Henry  Clarke,  son  of  Job  Bennett 
Clarke,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  Alay  i. 


1809,  he  died  in  Westerly,  Alay  9,  1891.  He 
was  educated  in  his  native  town,  and,  was  there  or- 
dained a Baptist  minister  Aug.  15,  1841,  and  was. 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Hopkinton  City,  Greene  Hill 
and  at  Niantic  R.  I.  On  Dec.  i,  1833,  he  married 
Jerusha  AT,  born  June  5,  1816,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Clarke,  of  Hopkinton.  Their  children  were 
as  follows : ( i ) Thomas  Henry,  born 

June  15,  1836,  died  at  Holyoke,  Alass.  (2)  Joshua 
Alaxson,  born  Feb.  15,  1838,  is  mentioned  below. 
(3)  William  Palmer,  born  Nov.  5,  1840,  was  a 
member  of  Company  C,  8th  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
died  in  the  army.  (4)  Leander  Scott  was  born 
June  22,  1843.  (5)  Mary  Jerusha,  born  June  23, 

1845,  married  Warren  James  Alodre,  and  resides  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (6)  Milo  Marsh,  born  Alarch  23, 
1848,  married  Sept.  21,  1874,  Clara  B.  Brand,, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Clarke) 
Brand,  and  has  three  children:  William  Brand,, 
born  July  5,  1875;  Milo  Robinson,  born  Oct.  13,. 
1880;  and  Henry.  (7)  Agnes  Zilla,  born  Aug.  9,. 
1850,  married  Feb.  24,  1874,  Stephen  H.  Farnham,. 
and  has  an  adopted  son,  Robert  H.,  born  March  21,. 
1883.  (8)  David  Wright,  born  Nov.  20,  1856,  re- 

sides at  New  London,  Connecticut. 

(X)  Joshua  Maxson  Clarke,  son  of  Rev. 
Henry,  was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  on  the  Gov. 
Ward  farm,  Feb.  15,  1838,  and  there  and  in  Hop- 
kinton his  early  school  days  were  passed.  In  1859 
he  came  to  the  village  of  Westerly  to  work 
for  the  Cottrell  & Babcock  Company,  manu- 
facturers of  printing  presses,  and  with  the  ex- 
cejition  of  a brief  period  during  the  Civil  war 
he  has  been  almost  continuously  with  that 
company  and  its  successors,  C.  B.  Cottrell  & 
.Sons,  and  the  C.  B.  Cottrell  & Sons  Company,  be- 
ing in  the  forging  room.  He  responded  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  and  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
1st  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  serving  for  three  months.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  at 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.  For  nine  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  school  committee  of  Pawcatuck,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  relief  in  Stonington.  On 
Alarch  i,  1862,  he  was  married  in  Hopkinton,  R. 
I.,  to  Eliza  A.,  daughter  of  Whitman  and  Mary 
(Hall)  Lew'is,  of  Hopkinton,  and  they  have  had 
two  children : Alary  Eliza,  who  married  (first) 
Edward  E.  Randolph,  deceased,  and  (second)  Capt. 
E.  E.  Whipple ; and  William  Henry,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Air.  Clarke  is  a Prohibitionist,  but  has  no- 
aspirations leading  him  to  seek  office.  He  belongs 
to  Hancock  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Pawcatuck,  Conn., 
in  wdiich  city  he  resided  until  about  1905.  He  now 
lives  at  the  corner  of  Crescent  and  Beach  streets, 
W esterly. 

BENJAAHN  FRANKLIN  ARNOLD,  one  of 
the  best-known  men  in  the  business  life  of  Provi- 
dence, is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  the  .State  of  Rhode  Island,  being  in  the  sixth 
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generation  from  Benedict  Arnold,  governor  of 
Rhode  Island,  his  line  coming  through  Caleb,  Sam- 
uel, Joseph,  Peleg  and  George. 

Caleb  Arnold,  son  of  Gov.  Benedict  Arnold, 
born  Dec.  19,  1644,  died  Feb.  9,  1719.  He  was 
married  June  10,  1666,  to  Abigail  Wilbur. 

Samuel  Arnold,  son  of  Caleb,  was  born  in  1679. 

Joseph  Arnold,  son  of  Samuel,  died  in  1776. 
He  married  (first)  Abigail  Gifford,  on  Nov.  23, 
1732,  and  (second)  Hannah  Gifford,  in  August, 
1737- 

Peleg  Arnold,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Feb.  15, 
1749,  died  in  North  Kingstown,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  He  married  Margaret  Slocum,  April  26, 
1778,  and  they  lived  southwest  of  Allentown,  in 
North  Kingstown.  He  was  a farmer. 

George  Arnold,  son  of  Peleg,  born  Jvlay  23,  1785, 
died  Aug.  28,  1853.  He  married  (first)  Jeannette 
Gardiner,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Abby  Gardiner, 
and  she  died  March  28,  1822.  They  had  a family 
of  seven  children,  namely : George  Collins,  Jane, 
Elverton,  William,  Abby,  Welcome  and  Susan. 
The  last  named  married  George  W.  Haszard,  and 
resides  at  Smith  Hill,  Providence.  George  Arnold 
married  for  his  second  wife,  Feb.  18,  1823,  Charlotte 
Gardiner  (a  sister  of  his  first  wife),  who  died  Dec. 
13,  1859.  They  had  eleven  children,  namely : Mar- 
garet Slocum,  who  died  unmarried ; Peleg  Amos, 
deceased,  who.  married  Hannah  Browning,  and 
had  three  daughters;  Josiah  Gardiner,  who  died  un- 
married; James  Alford,  deceased,  who  married 
(first)  Adelaide  Dawley,  and  (second)  a Mrs. 
Leonard ; Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  V.  B.  Watson ; 
John  Francis,  deceased,  who  married  Ellen  F.  Dan- 
forth;  Benjamin  Franklin;  Alexander,  who  died 
aged  twenty-two;  Warren  Gardiner,  of  North 
Kingstown ; Charlotte,  who  died  aged  eighteen 
years;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  Thomas  G.  Otis,  of 
Chicago,  where  she  died. 

George  Arnold,  father  of  these  children,  moved 
to  Charlestown,  where  he  lived  until  his  first  wire 
died,  when  he  returned  to  North  Kingstown.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Benjamin  F.  Arnold,  son  of  George,  was  born 
April  8,  1834,  on  the.  old  Burke  farm  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  there  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood.  He  attended  the  Moorsfield  school  until 
he  was  seventeen  years  old,  and  then  moved  to  Al-  ■ 
lenton.  North  Kingstown.  Two  years  later,  or 
to  be  exact.  Sept.  26,  1853,  he  came  to  Providence 
as  clerk  for  his  brother-in-law,  George  W.  Haszard, 
on  Smith  Hill,  remaining  with  him  two  years.  The 
next  five  years  he  passed  in  North  Kingstown,  and 
in  i860,  in  company  with  his  brother,  John,  opened 
a grocery  store  on  Carpenter  street.  Providence, 
continuing  in  business  there  eight  years,  his  brother 
retiring  after  iour  years.  From  1868  to  1870  he 
ran  the  store  at  Allenton,  and  from  1870  to  1874 
ran  a store  at  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Dorrance 
streets,  in  Providence.  Associated  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Herbert  E.  Maine,  he  bought  the  store  at 
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Nos.  99-101  Weybosset  street,  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Arnold  & Maine,  later 
changing  the  name  to  the  New  England  Grocery 
Store.  This  business  they  sold  Jan.  15,  1906.  In 
August,  1903,  Mr.  Arnold  bought  the  branch  store 
which  had  been  established  in  Pawtucket  in  1891, 
and  the  Worcester  branch  established  in  1894.  He 
is  also  interested  in  the  John  H.  Althans  Company. 
For  forty-six  years  Mr.  Arnold  has  been  in  busi- 
ness, and  during  all  that  time  he  has  never  had  a 
lawsuit.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Bos- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce.  Benjamin  F.  Arnold's 
career  in  the  mercantile  circles  of  Providence  is  un- 
surpassed in  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  busi- 
ness honor  and  reputation.  No  business  concern  in 
his  day  enjoyed  any  higher  commercial  integrity 
than  the  one  he  founded  and  in  whose  success  he 
took  such  a prominent  part. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  church 
work  as  a member  of  the  Cranston  Street  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a deacon  for  ten 
years,  president  of  the  Church  Society  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  and  chairman  of  the  executive  board. 
He  has  for  many  years  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Providence,  of  which 
organization  he  served  as  president  two  years,  and 
it  was  under  his  regime  that  the  present  structure  at 
the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Jackson  streets  was 
begun  in  1889.  For  many  years  Mr.  Arnold  has 
been  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist  State 
Convention,  in  the  work  of  which  body  he  has 
taken  a prominent  part,  serving  for  many  years  as 
a member  of  the  Finance  committee. 

On  Jan.  i,  1868,  Mr.  Arnold  was  married  in 
North  Stonington,  Conn.,  to  Elmina  Catharine 
Maine,  daughter  of  Ephraim  W.  and  Catharine 
(Thompson)  Maine,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  Kate,  Alargaret  and  Franklin  Herbert. 
Alargaret  married  J.  D.  E.  Jones,  of  Providence, 
and  has  three  children:  J.  D.  E.,  Jr.,  born  Alarch 
22,  1902,  Arnold  Wheeler,  born  Alarch  2,  1904, 
and  Aleredeth  Wharton,  born  Aug.  4,  1906.  Air. 
Jones  is  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Puritan  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

Airs.  B.  F.  Arnold  is  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  New  England,  and  her  par- 
ticular branch  has  been  one  of  prominence  in  the 
sister  state  of  Connecticut. 

(I)  Ezekiel  Alain  was  the  first  person  of  the 
name  who  came  to  Stonington,  Conn.,  to  reside 
permanently.  He  came  thither  in  1670.  He  re- 
ceived grants  of  land  extending  from  the  old  gold 
shop  of  David  Alain  to  the  home  of  Nathaniel  AI. 
Crary,  in  North  Stonington.  His  wife  was  a par- 
taker at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  James  Noyes  as  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Church  in  Stonington  in  1674.  Eze- 
kiel Alain  was  admitted  to  the  church  Sept.  3,  1676, 
and  died  June  19,  1714.  His  children  were:  Ezek- 
iel, Mary,  Jeremiah,  Thomas,  Phebe  and  Hannah. 

(II)  Jeremiah  Alaine  married  Oct.  ir,  1699, 
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Widow  Ruth  Brown,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
church  in  Stonington  and  baptized  July  16,  1699. 
Mr.  Maine  was  admitted  May  18,  1712,  and  died 
Nov.  II,  1727.  On  Feb.  22,  1727,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maine  were  dismissed  by  request  in  order  to  be- 
come members  of  the  new  church  formed  in  North 
Stonington.  They  had  eleven  children : Thomas, 
Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Sarah,  Jeremiah,  Hepzi- 
bah,  Nathaniel,  Anna,  John  and  Peter. 

(III)  Jeremiah  Maine  (2)  was  born  April  10, 
1708.  Ide  married  (first)  Jan.  25,  1727,  Abigail 
Worden,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Butler) 
Worden.  She  died  Nov.  13,  1741.  He  married 
(second)  April  24,  1742,  Thankful,  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Randall)  Brown.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  first  marriage  were : Thankful,  Ruth, 
Jeremiah,  Amos  and  Abigail.  Those  of  the  second 
marriage  were : James,  Lydia,  Thankful,  Bridget, 
David,  Nathan  and  Daniel. 

(IV)  Amos  Maine,  born  Sept.  2,  1736,  married 
May  19,  1756,  Abigail  Brown.  She  was  converted 
under  Davenport’s  preaching.  Children : Naboe, 
Esther,  Keturah,  Thankful,  Tryphenia,  Anne,  De- 
sire, Betsey  and  Amos. 

(V)  Amos  Maine  (2),  born  July  3,  1779,  was  a 
farmer  and  a country  squire.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Second  Church  and  later  of  the  church  at 
Milltown.  He  married  March  29,  1804,  Susanna 
Wheeler,  who  was  horn  May  14,  1783,  daughter  of 
Hosea  and  Bridget  (Grant)  \Vheeler,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children;  (i)  Susan,  born  May 
24,  1806,  married  Capt.  David  Coates.  (2)  Brid- 
get, born  July  25,  1807,  married  Leland  D.  IMiner. 
(3)  Ephraim  W.,  born  Oct.  31,  1812,  married  Cath- 
erine Thompson.  (4)  Nancy  married  Nathan 
York,  Jr.  (5)  Ralph,  born  April  12,  1816,  married 
Elizabeth  Irving.  (6)  Cyrus,  married  Julia  Edge- 
comb.  (7)  Amos  died  young. 

(VI)  Ephraim  W.  Maine,  born  Oct.  31,  1812, 

married  Catharine  Thompson,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Aaron  and  Elmina  (York)  Thompson,  and  seven 
children  were  born  to  them;  (i)  Elmina  Catharine 
married  B.  E.  Arncld.  (2)  Herbert  Ephraim,  born 
March  9,  1849,  North  Stonington,  was  for  many 
years  a member  of  the  firm  of  Arnold  & Maine, 
and  a successful  merchant  of  Providence.  (3) 
Nancy  Wheeler  married  Rev.  B.  A.  Greene,  of 
Evanston,  111.  (4)  Susan  married  Edgar  O.  Sil- 

ver, of  South  Orange,  N.  J.,  president  of  the  Sil- 
ver Burdette  Company,  publishers.  (5)  Dora 
Thompson  lives  at  Brantwood  Hall,  Lawrence  Park, 
Bronxville,  N.  Y.  ()5)  Bessie  Chapman  married 
Rev.  F.  T.  Whitman,  of  Valley  Falls,  R.  L,  now  a 
resident  of  Pawtucket.  (7)  Talulah  resides  at 
Brantwood  Hall,  Lawrence  Park,  Bronxville,  New 
York. 

'PERRY  (Bristol  family).  The  Perrys  of  Rhode 
Island  are  of  historic  interest  and  have  not  only 
brought  fame  to  this  Commonwealth,  but  to  the 
country  at  large,  and  the  old  “Kings  Towne” 


branch  of  the  family,  to  which  the  Bristol  Perrys 
belong,  as  a family  is  of  naval  distinction  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolution.  Capt.  Christopher 
Raymond  Perry,  U.  S.  N.,  of  the  Revolution,  reared 
a famdy  of  naval  officers — the  eldest  son  was  the 
famous  Hero  of  Lake  Erie,”  and  has  many  well 
known  descendants.  Perry,  Vintons,  etc.;  the  third 
son.  Com.  Mathew  Calbraith  Perry,  U.  S.  N.,  was 
of  Japan  Ireaty  fame,  and  his  descendants  are 
among  those  famous  in  military,  social,  literary  and 
art  circles  Com.  Rodgers,  the  Belmonts,  LeFarges, 
Hones  and  Peppers.  Lieut.  James  Alexander  Per- 
ry,  C.  S.  N.,  who  held  that  rank  at  twenty-one,  is 
familiar^  in  the  great  painting  of  the  Battle  of  Lake 
Erie  I he  Midship  IMite.”  The  youngest  son, 
Nathaniel,  was  purser,  U.  S.  N.,  and  his  son  is 
Gen.  Alexander  James  Perry,  U.  S.  A.,  while  two 
of  the  sons  of  the  latter — John  Adams  and  Alex- 
ander Wallace  Perry,  are  captains,  U.  S.  A. 

It  is  the  purpose  here  to  treat  only  of  the  fam- 
ily and  lineage  of  the  late  Capt.  Raymond  Henry 
Jones  Perry,  U.  S.  N.,  of  Bristol,  and  of  his  de- 
scendants. In  the  following  the  Roman  characters 
indicate  each  generation  from  Edward  Perry,  of 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  the  earliest  known  American  an- 
cestor of  this  branch  of  the  Perry  family. 

(I)  Ezra,  Edmund,  Margaret  and  Hannah 
Perry,  all  of  record  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  some  five 
years  after  the  town  was  settled,  it  is  believed,  were 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  tradition  points  to  their 
former  home  as  Devonshire,  England.  Of  these 
Edmund  Perry,  who  left  Devonshire  about  1650,  to 
escape  persecution,  was  a grand  juryman  in 
1653,  surveyor  of  highways  in  1657,  1668  and  1674, 
and  also  recorder  of  deeds  in  the  last  named  year. 
He  was  a prominent  member  and  speaker  in  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  an  earnest  defender  of 
its  doctrines.  He  married  Mary,  born  in  1590, 
daughter  of  Gov.  Edmund  Freeman.  His  children 
were ; Dorcas,  Mary,  Samuel,  Deborah,  Sarah, 
Peace, • Edward,  Rest,  (became  Mrs.  Jacob  Mott, 
whose  daughter,  -Mary,  married  Nathaniel  Greene, 
and  was  the  mother  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene  of 
Revolutionary  fame)  and  Benjamin.  Mrs.  Perry 
died  in  1682. 

(Hj^'-Benjamin  Perry,  born  in  1677,  married 
(first)  a daughter  of  an  English  surgeon,  and  (sec- 
ond) Oct.  II,  1727,  Susannah,  born  Oct.  23,  1797, 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Susannah  (Wait)  Barber. 
Mr.  Perry  removed  to  Rhode  Island,  purchasing 
land  as  early  as  1702  in  Kingstown.  He  was  made  a 
freeman  of  the  colony  in  1716.  He  died  in  1742. 
His  children  by  the  second  marriage  were^  Benja- 
min, born  Nov.  8,  1728-29,  died  in  infancy ; Edmund, 
born  March  28,  1731 ; Freeman,  born  Jan.  23, 
1733;  and  Mary  and  Susannah  (twins),  born  Nov. 

I735>  married  twins — Thomas  and  Daniel 
Steadmap. 

(HI)  Hon.  Freeman  Perry,  born  Jan.  23,  1733, 
married  in  1755,  Mercy  Hazard,  born  Jan.  21,  1740. 
a descendant  of  Thomas  Hazard  of  Boston,  1635, 
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through  Robert,  George  and  Oliver  Hazard.  Air. 
Perry  was  a physician  and  surgeon,  also  a man  ac- 
tive in  the  public  business  of  the  town  and  Colony, 
holding  from  time  to  time  several  important  posi- 
tions. In  1780  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of 
Washington,  which  position  he  held  until  1791.  Mr. 
Perry’s  home  was  what  is  now  commonly  but  erron- 
eously called  “Commodore  Perry’s  birthplace,”  in 
Matunuck.  In  1792  he  gave  a part  of  this,  his 
homestead  farm,  to  his  son'^Dr.  Joshua  Perry,  and 
the  next  year  he  gave  ten  acres  of  the  same  farm 
to  his  son  Christopher  Raymond  Perry.  By  will 
written  in  1810,  and  proved  in  1815,  he  gave  the 
remaining  part  of  the  farm,  “with  my  mansion 
house  where  I now  live,”  to  Christopher  Raymond 
Perry.  Air.  Perry  died  Oct.  15,  1813.  Airs.  Perry 
died  in  1810.  Their  children  were:  Joshua,  born 
in  1756;  Oliver  Hazard,  lost  at  sea  about  1783; 
'Christopher  Raymond,  born  Dec.  4,  1761 ; Eliza- 
beth, born  Aug.  20,  1762 ; "Alary,  who  died  at 
twenty  years  ;‘"Susan,  and  -George  Hazard. 

(IV)  Adapt.  Christopher  Raymond  Perry,  born 
Dec.  4,  1761,  married  "Sarah  Wallace  Alexander,  a 
direct  descendant  of  Sir  William  W'allace  to  whose 
castle  at  Dundonald,  his  nephew  Sir  William  Wal- 
lace retreated  after  burning  the  “Barns  of  Ayr”; 
though  of  the  Church  of  England,  her  family  fought 
on  the  Irish  side  at  the  Battle  of  Boyne.  At  sixteen 
years  of  age  young  Perry  enlisted  in  the  “Kingston 
Reds”  (1776),  but  preferring  the  sea  served  in  a 
privateer — Capt.  Reed — was  appointed  midshipman 
in  the  “Alififlin,”  was  four  months  a prisoner  in  the 
“Jersey,”  was  again  prisoner  for  eighteen  months 
on  the  north  coast  of  Ireland,  and  escaped  in  dis- 
guise at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  June,  1798,  he 
was  appointed  a captain  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
to  command  the  frigate  “General  Greene,”  and  was 
commissioned  a captain  Alarch  i,  1799,  to  rank  from 
the  first  date.  Pie  was  discharged  under  the  Peace 
Establishment  Act  of  April  3,  1801,  and  was  subse- 
quently collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  Newport, 
Bristol,  etc.,  in  Rhode  Island. 

Soon  after  Capt.  Perry’s  marriage  he  lived  in  the 
house  of  William  Rodman,  then  but  recently  built — 
a large  commodious  house,  still  standing  in  the 
village  of  Rocky  Brook.  Christopher  Perry’s  first 
child,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  was  born  in  this  house. 

I The  children  of  Capt.  Perry  and  his  wife  were : 

"I  Oliver  Hazard,  born  Aug.  23,  (or  21),  1785;  Ray- 
mond H.  J.,  born  Feb,  ii,  i789;'^Sarah  Wallace, 
born  April  28,  1791  ; Alathew  Calbraith,  born  in 
Newport,  April  10,  1794;' Anna  Maria,  born  Nov. 
10,  1797,  married  in  July,  1815,  Commodore  George 
W.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  and  was  the  mother  of  Admi- 
ral C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  and  Capt.  John  Rodgers,  both 
of  the  United  States  Navy ; Jane  Tweedy,  born  Dec. 
15,  1799,  niarried  Dec.  15,  1819,  Dr.  William  But- 
ler, U.  S.  N.,  whose  sons  served  with  distinction 
in  the  Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  one  of  whom,  N.  C.  Butler,  was  United  States 


Senator  from  South  Carolina;  James  Alexander, 
born  June  26,  1801,  a lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  was  the  “midship  mite”  who  was  on  his 
brother  Oliver's  ship  during  the  battle  on  Lake 
Erie,  and  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  battle,  and  finally  in  1822  was  drowned  while 
attempting  to  save  the  life  of  a friend  in  the  har- 
bor of  Valparaiso;  and  Nathaniel  Hazard,  born 
,Nov.  27,  1802,  a purser  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
died  AIaw8,  1832. 

(V)kCapt.  Raymond  PI.  J.  Perry,  U.  S.  N., 
born  P’eb.  ii,  1789,  second  son  of  Christopher  Ray- 
mond, was  married  Alay  18,  1814,  by  the  Rev.  Hen- 
ry W right,  to  Alarianne  DeWMlf,  born  April  14, 
1795,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Hon.  James 
DeW'olf,  a wealthy  merchant,  shipowner.  United 
States  Senator,  etc.,  and  a descendant  of  Charles 
De  W'olf,  of  Guadaloupe,  one  of  the  French  W'est 
Indies,  through  Alark  Anthony  DeWolf,  the  an- 
cestor of  the  Bristol  DeWolfs  (see  DeWolf  else- 
where). She  died  July  14,  1834.  The  children 
born  to  Capt.  Ferry  and  his  wife,  Alarianne  De- 
Wolf, were : 

(i)  James  DeWolf  Perry,  born  Sept.  2,  1815, 
married  in  Alarch,  1836,  Julia  Sophia  Jones,  born 
Alarch  22,  1816,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Julia  Jones, 
and  granddaughter  of  Hon.  Benjamin  Bourn,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.  To  this  marriage  calrie'  children  as 
follows : Raymond  Henry  Jones  (born  Oct.  2, 
1836),  James  DeW'olf  (Dec.  22,  1838),' Calbraith 
Bourn  (Sept.  23,  1846),  Julia  Bourn  (July  6,  1850, 
died  June  19,  1857),..  Charles  Varnum  (July  18, 
1853)*  Oliver  Hazard  (Oct.  22,  1859,  died  Dec.  2, 
1867)  W'illiam  Wallace  (born  Nov.  7,  1862). 
In  early  life,  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather, 
James  DeWolf  Perry  was  for  some  years  engaged 
in  the  business  of  cotton  manufacturing,  as  agent 
for  the  Dighton  Alanufacturing  Company  at  Digh- 
ton,  Alass.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  Later  on  he  gave 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  farmed 
quite  extensively,  and  both  scientifically  and  intelli- 
gently, obtaining  the  best  results,  and  as  he  was  ac- 
tive and  energetic  he  did  much  towards  keeping  his 
place  in  good  order,  and  as  well  in  the  practical 
operations  of  the  estate.  Air.  Perry  was  a man  of 
ready  and  judicial  mind  and  possessed  with  that 
culture  which  the  reading  of  good  literature  gives 
one.  He  was  a gentleman  and  a true  friend.  At 
his  old  historic  home,  “Silver  Creek,”  there  was 
dispensed  a generous  hospitality — one  in  which  he 
endeavored  to  make  his  guests  forget  that  they  were 
not  in  their  own  homes.  In  business  matters  he 
looked  closel}'  after  his  own  dues  and  accorded 
others  the  perfect  justice  tliat  he  claimed.  He  held 
positive  convictions,  and  in  them  he  was  honest, 
straightforward  and  outspoken.  One  always  knew 
where  he  stood  on  questions.  He  was  a most  use- 
ful citizen  in  his  community,  and  one  of  influence. 
He  held  a number  of  offices  of  trust.  He  was  cho- 
sen a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Is- 
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land,  from  Bristol  in  1863,  ^.nd  was  re-elected  to 
that  body  five  or  six  consecutive  times ; was  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  estimate  the  land  damages  at 
the  construction  of  the  Providence^  Warren  and 
Fall  River  Railroad;  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  estimate  the  value  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
Providence  County  Court  House  was  erected.  He 
was  a zealous  member  of  St.  Michael’s  Episcopal 
Church  in  Bristol ; was  several  times  a delegate  to 
the  general  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  for  some  twenty-five  or  more  years 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  of  St.  Alicliael’s 
Church.  He  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  the  Juniper  Hill  Cemetery,  and  did  much  to 
adorn  and  make  it  the  beautiful  cemetery  that  it  is. 
Mr.  Perry  died  suddenly  Sept.  9,  1876,  and  his  loss 
was  greatly  lamented  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lived. 

(2)  ICvYMOND  H.  J.  Perry,  born  June  25,  1817, 
died  July  2,  1817, 

(3)  Nancy  Bradford  Perry,  born  Jan.  13, 
1819,  married  in  1847,  Robert  Lay,  and  died  July 
12,  1883. 

(4)  Alexander  Perry,  born  May  4,  1822,  mar- 

ried May  6,  1847,^  Lavinia  Cady  Howe,  born  Jan.  2, 
1831,  daughter  of  George  and  Abby  (Turner) 
Howe.  Mr.  Perry  died  Nov.  9,  1888,  and  Airs. 
Perry  passed  away  Jan.  21,  1902.  Their  children 
were:  rWilliam  Sumner,  born  March  26,  1848, 

married  in  November,  1881,  Ida  Lefferts  AIcKes- 
son,  born  Feb.  23,  1853,  and  they  had  children — • 
Alexander  (born  Aug,  31,  1882,  at  Alonmouth 
Beach,  N.  J.),  Georgina  AIcKesson  (born 
Alay  16,  1885),  Ida  Lefferts  (born  Dec.  6, 
1890),  and  George  Clinton  (born  Nov.  27, 
1893);  Alarianne  DeWolf,  born  Aug.  2,  1850; 

Josephine  DeWolf,  born  June  14,  18^2,  married 
July  29,  1884,  John  Wilson  Gardner,  born  July  4, 
1853,  and  their  children  were— ^Josephine  Perry 
(born  April  29,  1885)  and/ Lillie  (July  6,  1889); 
Elizabeth  Marshall,  born  Aug.  30,  1855,  niarried, 
Nov.  14,  1883,  Wm.  Hodgkinson,  and  died  Dec.  29, 
1886,  leaving  one  daughter,  Lavinia,  born  Aug.  21, 
1884.  Alexander  Perry,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  and  was  schooled  in  Boston,  where  he  lived 
with  his  mother,  who  had  married  (second)  Gen. 
William  Heislip  Sumner,  of  that  city.  He  was  mar- 
ried when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  came  to 
Bristol  to  live,  residing  in  the  large  house  south  of 
John  B.  Herresholf’s.  He  built  what  is  known  as 
the  Pardee  house  in  1853,  and  in  about  1864  removed 
to  the  house  at  the  corner  of  Union  and  High 
streets  (a  house  built  by  James  DeWolf,  for  his 
son,  James  DeWolf),  and  this  continued  to  be  his 
home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  for 
some  years  agent  at  Dighton,  Mass.,  for  the  Digh- 
ton  Alanufacturing  Company,  succeeding  his  broth- 
er James,  the  two  brothers  owning  it  together.  He 
was  a member  of  St.  Michael’s  Church,  and  was  one 
of  the  wardens,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  A most  charitable  man  he  was  much  inter- 
ested in  the  Children’s  Home  in  Bristol.  In  poli- 


tics he  was  a strong  Republican,  and  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  Gen.  Burnside,  with  whom  he  and 
his  daughter  were  driving  when  he  received  the  in- 
jury which  caused  his  death.  Mr.  Perry  was 
six  feet  and  one  inch  tall,  and  had  a fine  physique. 
His  manners  were  courtly  and  he  was  a most  in- 
teresting raconteur.  He  was  host  to  some  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  his  time,  and  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  Daniel  Webster,  when  he  used  to 
visit  at  his  grandfather’s,  James  DeWolf.  He  also 
knew  William  AI.  Evarts,  partner  of  Prescott  Hall, 
the  uncle  of  Alexander  Perry,  and  he  entertained 
at  his  home  as  a visitor  President  Grant.  He  also 
entertained  Bishops  Potter,  Howe  and  Smith.  Cul- 
tured, refined,  fond  of  books,  he  was  a represen- 
tative of  the  highest  type  of  American  gentleman 
and  patriotic  citizen.  Mrs.  Lavinia  (Howe)  Perry 
is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Hum- 
phrey Turner,  the  line  being  through  John  Turner 
and  Alary  Brewster;  John  Turner  (2)  ; John  Turn- 
er (3)  and  Patience  Gardner;  Alosgs  Turner  and 
Abigail  Child. 

The  records  of  the  marriages  of  four  of  the  chil- 
dren of  James  DeWolf  Perry  and  his  wife  Julia 
Sophia  (Jones)  follow: 

Alajor"  Raymond  H.  J.  Perry  married  (first) 
Sept.  7,  1868,  Mrs.  Frances  Lavinia  (Blake)  But- 
ler, born  Aug.  23,  1843,  died  Feb.  26,  1890,  the 
mother  of  one  child, ‘Frances  Raymond,  born  Aug. 
25,  1869 ; he  married  (second)'  Mrs.  Ellen  (Dao- 
ney)  DeWolf. 

Rev.  James  DeWolf  Perry,  D.  D.,  married  Nov. 
2,  1865,  Elizabeth  Russell  Tyson,  born  April  5, 
1841,  daughter  of  George  and  Meribah  (Russell) 
Tyson,  and  their  children  were:  'Robert  Swaine 
(born  Aug.  19,  i867),'Julia  Bourn  (March  5,  1869), 
tjames  DeWolf  (C3ct.  3,  1871),  Elizabeth  Russell 
(Jan.  9,  1875)  and'Emily  Tyson  (April  23,  1881). 

Rev.  Galbraith  Bourn  Perry,  D.  D.,  married 
Jan.  3,  1895,' Antoinette  Jones,  and  to  the  marriage 
came  children:  Julia  Jones  (born  July  i,  1899) 
and  Galbraith  Bourn  (June  17,  1898). 

. Charles  Varnum  Perry  married  Mary  Isabelle 
Trotter,  born  March  29,  1854,  and  there  came  to 
them:  /Andrew  Ramsey  (born  July  28,  1879), 
-'James  DeWolf  (Dec.  17,  1880), -Charles  Varnum 
(Alarch  21,  1883),-  Alary  Isabelle  (Dec.  10,  1884), 
/Calbraith  Bourn  (Alarch  16,  1886),  Eleanor  Ram- 
sey (April  20,  1890),  Oliver  Hazard  (June  19, 
1891)  f and  Basil  Harrison  (Aug.  5,  1893). 

ROBINSON  (line  of  Hon.  Sylvester).  The 
Robinson  family  for  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
and  more  years  have  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  this  Commonwealth.  A family  of  means 
and  large  land  possessions  in  the  Colonial  period, 
it  was  one  of  position  and  influence  in  social  and 
public  life,  and  gave  to  the  State  a Deputy  Gov- 
ernor. Alore  recent  generations  have  sustained  the 
family  prestige,  and  through  the  past  century  and 
at  this  time  in  turn  members  in  different  gen- 
erations in  the  line  of  the  late  Hon.  Sylvester  Rob- 
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inson,  long  a prominent  merchant,  banker,  legis- 
lator and  useful  citizen  of  South  Kingstown,  of 
whom  and  his  lineage  and  posterity  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  this  article  to  deal,  have  zealously  guarded 
the  name  and  sustained  the  family  reputation.  Ret- 
erence  is  made  especially  to  Hon.  Sylvester,  Ben- 
jamin F.,  Hon.  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  Rowland  Rod- 
man,  and  Samuel  Rodman  Robinson,  father,  son 
and  grandsons,  merchants,  bankers  and  public  men 
together  or  in  turn  at  the  village  of  Wakefield,  in 
the  town  of  South  Kingstown,  for  only  a little  less 
than  a century. 

(I)  Rowland  Robinson,  the  emigrant  ancestor 
of  this  branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  family,  was, 
according  to  tradition,  born  in  1654  at  or  near  Long 
Bluff,  Cumberland,  England.  He  ran  away  from 
home,  it  is  said,  and  came  to  the  American  Colonies, 
and  here  bound  himself  to  a carpenter.  He  was 
rapidly  advanced  and  as  time  passed  became  pos- 
sessed of  large  tracts  of  land,  and  built  thereon 
partly  with  his  own  hands  a dwelling-house.  He 
was  married  in  1676  to  Mary  Allen,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Bull)  Allen,  from  Barnstable, 
England,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Gov.  Bull.  Mr. 
Robinson  died  in  1716,  at  his  residence  near  the 
cove  of  the  Pettaquamscutt  river,  and  the  remains 
of  himself  and  wife  were  buried  in  the  Narragan- 
sett  Friends  burying-ground.  South  Kingstown, 
some  two  miles  distant  south  of  Tower  Hill  village. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  his  lands  were  purchased 
of  the  Narragansett  Indians.  He  also  purchased 
largely  of  the  Pettaquamscutt  and  Point  Judith 
lands.  He  improved  these  lands,  building  a number 
of  houses  thereon,  and  sold  farms  of  from  150  to 
300  acres  each.  The  children  of  the  couple  were : 
John,  born  in  1679,  married,  in  1703,  Mary  Hazard; 
Joseph  was  born  in  1679;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1680, 
married,  in  1698,  William  Brown ; Margaret,  born 
in  1683,  married,  in  1703,  Thomas  Mumford; 
Sarah,  born  in  1685,  married,  in  1712,  James  Bar- 
ton; Rowland  was  born  in  1688;  Mercy,  born  in 
1690,  married,  in  1714,  Col.  John  Potter;  William 
was  born  in  1693;  Mary,  born  in  1705,  married,  in 
1727,  Stephen  Hazard;  Rowland  (2)  was  born  in 
1706;  Sarah,  born  in  1707,  married,  in  1723,  Icha- 
bod  Potter,  Jr.;  and  Ruth,  born  in  1709,  married, 
in  1728,  Joseph  Underwood. 

From  this  emigrant  settler,  Rowland  Robin- 
son, the  lineage  of  the  late  Sylvester  Robinson  is 
through  Gov.  William,  John  and  Benjamin  Robin- 
son. These  generations  in  detail  and  in  order  named 
follow. 

(II)  Hon.  William  Robinson,  born  in  1693, 
married  (first)  in  1717,  Martha  Allen,  widow  of 
James,  and  one  daughter  of  John  Potter.  She  died 
in  1725,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  and  he  married 
(second)  in  1727,  Mrs.  Abigail  G.  Hazard,  widow 
of  Caleb  Hazard,  and  daughter  of  William  and 
Abigail  (Remington)  Gardiner.  To  the  first  mar- 
riage were  born;  Rowland,  in  1719;  John,  in  1721  ; 
Margaret,  in  1723;  Elizabeth,  in  1724;  and  Martha, 


in  1725.  To  the  second:  Christopher,  in  1728,  who 
married,  in  1752,  Ruhama  Champlin;  William,  in 
1729,  who  married,  in  1752,  Hannah  Bourn; 
Thomas,  in  1730,  who  married,  in  1752,  Sarah 
Richardson;  Abigail,  in  1732,  who  married,  in  1751, 
John  Wanton;  Sylvester,  in  1735,  who  married,  in 
1756,  Alice  Perry;  Mary,  in  1736,  who  married,  in 
1756,  John  Dockray;  James,  in  1738,  who  married 
Nancy  Rodman;  and  John,  in  1742.  Mr.  Robinson 
was  one  of  the  prominent  public  men  of  his  time. 
He  served  as  deputy  from  1724  to  1728,  from  1734 
to  1736,  and  in  1741  and  1742;  and  was  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Deputies  in  1735-36-41-42.  He  was 
Deputy-Governor  from  1745  to  1748.  He  died 
Sept.  19,  1751,  and  his  wife  Abigail  May  22,  1772. 
They  were  residents  of  South  Kingstown. 

(HI)  John  Robinson,  born  in  1742,  married,  in 
1761,  Sarah  Peckham.  He  died  in  1801,  and  she 
passed  away  in  1775.  Their  children  were:  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  1763;  Sarah,  born  in  1764,  who 
married,  in  1789,  Jphn  Tabor;  William,  born  in 
1766;  John,  born  in  1767,  who  married,  in  1794, 
Abigail  Robinson;  Sylvester,  born  in  1769;  ^nd 
Thomas,  born  in  1771. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Robinson,  born  in  1763,  mar- 
ried in  1791  Elizabeth  Brown,  daughter  of  Gov- 
ernor George  Brown.  “She  was  a young  lady  of 
singular  merit  and  highly  adorned  with  social  and 
domestic  virtue.”  Mrs.  Robinson  was  a woman  of 
fine  intellect  and  integrity  of  character,  which  was 
softened  and  blended  with  large  charity.  The  ex- 
ample set  by  her  in  the  training  of  her  children  was 
potent  and  long  abiding,  and  her  sons  exhibited 
throughout  their  lives  fine  moral  characters.  The 
children  were;  George,  born  in  1792,  died  in  1795; 
John,  born  in  1794,  married,  in  1821,  Ruhama  Rob- 
inson; George  B.,  born  in  1796,  married  in  1832, 
Mary  R.  Wells;  Sylvester,  born  in  1798,  is  men- 
tioned below;  and  William  B.,  born  in  1800,  mar- 
ried, in  1827,  (first)  Harriet  Robinson,  and 
(second)  Eliza  A.  Robinson. 

It  may  be  of  interest  here  to  state  that  the  old 
Robinson  homestead  stood  about  one  mile  west  of 
Narragansett  Bay,  and  probably  a -half  mile  north 
of  the  old  Colonial  highway  that  leads  to  and  from 
South  Ferry.  This  was  quite  an  historic  old  house 
and  has  connected  with  it  a romance.  Suffice  is  to 
say  that  it  was  one  fashioned  after  the  architecture 
of  that  period — gambrel-roofed  and  commodious. 
It  sheltered  the  great  LaFayette,  and  the  “LaFay- 
ette  Chamber”  was  long  remembered,  the  sharing 
of  its  generous  hospitality  in  the  days  of  the  Revo- 
lution by  the  Marquis  giving  the  old  place  consid- 
erable fame. 

(V)  H(fN.  Sylvester  Robinson,  son  of  Benja- 
min, was  born  in  1798,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
in  the  schools  of  which  town  he  received  a common 
school  education.  From  boyhood  he  was  ambitious 
and  took  advantage  of  such  opportunities  as  were 
open  to  him  for  reading,  study  and  observation,  and 
as  the  years  passed  he  became  well-fitted  for  the 
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duties  and  obligations  of  life  and  made  himself  a 
useful  citizen  and  successful  business  man,  the 
trusted  friend  and  adviser  of  many  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  young  Robinson 
entered  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Rowse  Babcock,  a 
merchant  of  Westerly,  R.  1.,  under  whose  direction 
he  received  good  business  training  and  advice.  He 
returned  to  his  native  town,  and  in  1821  purchased 
of  Christopher  Congdon,  in  the  village  of  ^^'ake- 
field,  a small  business  property  and  in  it  opened  a 
store — the  second  in  the  village.  Through  his  wise 
conduct  of  business,  his  discretion,  industry,  etc.,  he 
prospered  from  the  start,  and  as  the  years  came 
and  went  the  store  and  business,  as  well  as  himself, 
grew  with  their  advance.  Finally  his  son  Benjamin 
F.,  who  had  been  well  trained  under  the  father,  be- 
came associated  in  the  store  with  him  as  an  inter- 
ested party  and  later  succeeded  him  in  it.  Still  later 
the  latter’s  son,  Benjamin  F.  Robinson,  Jr.,  who,  too, 
was  brought  up  in  the  old  store,  became  associated 
in  the  business  with  his  father,  relations  which  until 
the  latter’s  recent  death  continued.  It  may  be  re- 
marked here  that  the  family  homestead  at  Wakefield 
was  built  by  Sylvester  Robinson  in  1831. 

Sylvester  Robinson  filled  a large  place  in  the 
community  in  which  he  resided,  and  through  his 
many  years  of  life  was  greatly  interested  in  the 
community  and  was  generous  of  his  purse,  his  effort 
and  influence  in  its  material  growth,  as  well  as  in 
its  spiritual  and  moral  welfare.  He  worked  with 
zeal,  and  energy  and  efficiency,  in  the  temperance 
movement  that  occurred  in  the  village  in  1841-1842. 
In  1841  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Wakefield 
Bank,  a jiosition  he  held  with  growing  popularity 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1867.  At  that  time 
one  of  a series  of  resolutions  jiassed  by  the  hank  was 
as  follows : 

“Resolved,  That  the  association  has  sustained 
a very  great  loss  in  the  death  of  our  much  esteemed 
and  lamented  president  and  friend,  Hon.  Sylvester 
Robinson,  who  for  nearly  twenty-four  years  has 
filled  that  office  with  faithfulness  and  ability, 
and  although  his  wisdom  and  fidelity  in  the  admin- 
istration of  its  affairs  have  been  ever  appreciated 
by  this  board,  were  never  so  fully  realized  as  now 
when  we  are  forever  bereft  of  his  presence  and 
counsel.” 

IMr.  Robinson  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Wakefield  from  December,  1838,  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  and  in  this  connection  another 
quotation  on  his  life  is  in  place  ; 

“No  one  loved  the  old  church  better  than  he  who 
was  always  trying  to  do  something  for  its  prosper- 
ity. Some  of  its  best  social  meetings  ^vere  held  in 
his  own  home,  he  nearly  always  attending  the  noon- 
day prayer  meetings,  that  were  held  in  the  room 
over  what  is  now  the  counting  room  of  Mr.  Robert 
Rodman,  and  also  the  west  room  of  the  bank.  He 
paid  at  one  time  nearly  $4,000  to  free  the  church 
from  an  old  and  oppressive  debt.” 


Mr.  Robinson  was  a man,  too,  of  fine  sensibili- 
ties, one  of  ready  sympathy  and  charitable  to  the 
poor.  His  friendships  were  firm  and  lasting.  His 
nature,  tastes  and  manners  were  of  refinement,  all 
the  outgrowth  of  his  pure  and  holy  life.  He  was 
a man,  too,  of  positive  convictions.  Whatever  he 
undertook  was  with  his  whole  heart.  His  political 
affiliations  were  with  the  Republican  party,  which 
he  entered  on  its  formation  wih  great  enthusiasm, 
raising  a flag  for  John  C.  Fremont.  During  the 
dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  no  man  was  more  in- 
terested and  hopeful  of  its  outcome  than  was  he. 
He  was  a patriot,  true  and  loyal.  He  was  several 
times  a State  senator  from  South  Kingstown  and 
was  often  urged  to  accept  nominations  when  they 
were  equal  to  an  election,  hut  as  often  declined  the 
honors. 

On  Oct.  9,  1822,  Mr.  Robinson  was  married  to 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Joseph  Noyes,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Col.  Joseph  Noyes,  of  Westerly,  R.  I., 
who  served  in  the  Revolution  as  colonel  of  the  First 
“King's  County”  Regiment  of  militia.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely:  Benja- 
min F.,  Jan.  9,  1824;  Eliza  Anne,  in  1826;  and 
Hannah  B.,  in  1833. 

(\T)  Benjamin  F.  Robinson,  son  of  Sylvester, 
was  horn  Jan.  9,  1824,  in  Wakefield,  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  and  after  receiving  a cpmmon-school 
education  entered  the  store  of  his  father  with  whom 
he  became  interested  in  business  as  a partner  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  As  stated  in  the  forego- 
ing, at  the  father’s  death  he  succeeded  him  and  con- 
tinued at  the  old  stand,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  associated  with  his  son  and  namesake,  until 
his  death,  Nov.  10,  1904.  His  connection  with  the 
business  thus  covered  a period  of  sixty  years.  Mr. 
Robinson’s  life  was  passed  in  that  community  much 
after  the  character  of  that  of  his  father — one  of 
useful  citizenship.  No  one  was  more  intimately 
identified  with  the  financial  affairs  of  the  town  dur- 
ing the  past  half  century.  On  Jan.  19,  1869, 
was  elected  a director  of  the  Wakefield  National 
Bank,  and  on  April  19,  1870,  was  elected  president 
of  that  institution,  succeeding  John  Babcock,  who 
had  held  the  position  since  the  death  of  Sylvester 
Robinson.  From  March  21,  1867,  he  was  a di- 
rector of  the  Wakefield  Institution  for  Savings,  and 
he  remained  connected  with  both  institutions  as 
director  until  his  death,  two  years  previous  to  which 
time  he  had  relinquished  the  presidency  of  the 
Wakefield  National  Bank,  his  son,  Benjamin  F. 
Robinson,  Jr.,  being  elected  to  the  incumbency. 
Mr.  Robinson’s  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  vil- 
lage and  community  manifested  itself  in  various 
ways.  He  was  a director  of  the  Narragansett  Pier 
Railroad  from  its  start  until  his  death  and  also  in 
the  Riverside  Cemetery  Association.  Mr.  Robin- 
son was  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  railroad,  an  early  advocate  of  the  town 
system  of  good  roads,  and  first  in  securing  the 
Riverside  cemetery.  His  judgment  in  financial 
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matters  and  in  real  estate  values  of  the  town  was 
unerring,  and  although  practically  retiring  from  all 
active  business  two  years  before  his  death  his  loss 
was  keenly  felt  by  his  business  associates.  He  was 
always  modest  in  his  mien,  never  seeking  honors 
for  himself,  but  always  looking  for  the  advancement 
of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  not  in  good  health  for  the 
two  years  preceding  his  death,  though  able  to  be 
about  in  the  house  and  to  drive  out  occasionally.  He 
passed  away  Nov.  10,  1904,  in  the  house  which  had 
been  his  home  for  seventy  years,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Riverside  cemetery. 

On  Nov.  20,  1854,  i\lr.  Robinson  was  married 
to  Caroline  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Rodman,  and  to  the  union  came  three  children,  who 
have  an  especially  distinguished  ancestry.  They 
are  connected  with  the  old  and  honored  South 
county  families  of  Browns,  Beckhams,  Gardiners, 
Hazards,  Carpenters,  Rodmans  and  others.  Among 
their  ancestors,  too,  were  five  Colonial  Governors — 
William  Coddington,  Nicholas  Easton,  Benedict 
Arnold,  Peleg  Sanford  and  John  Coggeshall — and 
three  Deputy  Governors:  John  Greene,  George 
Hazard  and  William  Robinson.  They  are  also  di- 
rect descendants  of  Richard  Warren,  of  the  “May- 
flower.” The  three  children  of  Benjamin  F.  and 
Caroline  E.  (Rodman)  Robinson  are:  Benjamin 
F.,  Samuel  Rodman  and  Rowland  Rodman. 

(VH)  Benjamin  F.  Robinson  was  born  Feb. 
22,  1858,  in  the  village  of  Wakefield,  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  from 
boyhood,  and  where,  too,  since  boyhood  he  has  been 
engaged  in  mercantile  business,  in  the  well  and  fav- 
orably known  Robinson  establishment  founded  more 
than  four  score  years  ago  by  his  grandfather,  Hon. 
Sylvester  Robinson,  and  which  has  in  turn  passed 
on  to  the  third  generation  of  the  family,  and  an 
account  of  which  is  presented  in  the  foregoing.  Mr. 
Robinson  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  dis- 
tinguished forefathers,  and  is  sustaining  the  repu- 
tation of  the  Robinson  name  as  well  as  that  of  other 
illustrious  ancestors.  He  has  repeatedly  been  elected 
to  the’  State  Senate,  and  has  maintained  himself  in 
that  body  with  that  dignity  and  ability  character- 
istic of  his  ancestors.  In  1905  he  served  his  last 
term.  In  1900  he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  Re- 
publican National  convention  held  in  Philadelphia, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  delegation. 
He  is  greatly  esteemed  by  his  fellowmen  for  his 
integrity  of  character  and  uniform  courtesy  to  all, 
poor  and  rich,  old  and  young.  Senator  Robinson 
is  a member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  In  1902  he  succeeded  his 
father  as  president  of  the  Wakefield  National  Bank, 
now  the  Wakefield  Trust  Company. 

(VH)  Samuel  Rodman  Robinson  was  born 
April  17,  1859,  in  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  and  there  passed 
his  boyhood  days.  He  was  educated  at  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  the  Friends  School  in  Provi- 
dence. General  Russell’s  Military  School  in  New 


Haven,  and  for  a time  attended  Yale  University. 
He  always  enjoyed  an  outdoor  life,  and  in  1885 
followed  Horace  Greeley’s  advice  and  went  West 
to  become  a pioneer  in  Southwestern  Colorado.  At 
the  time  he  located  in  the  Disappointment  country 
of  Dolores  county,  there  was  not  a ranch  there,  and 
lumber  had  to  be  drawn  for  forty  miles  to  build  his 
ranch  house.  The  location  of  his  ranch  home  is 
known  as  Lavender,  Colo.,  but  all  his  banking  and 
legal  business  is  done  at  Telluride,  and  his  post- 
office  address  is  Placerville,  San  Aliguel  Co.,  Colo. 
For  twenty-one  years  he  has  followed  the  cattle 
business,  and  those  who  have  read  Theodore  Roos- 
evelt’s volumes  dealing  with  Western  life,  or  Owen 
Wister’s  “ Virginian”  can  to  some  extent  realize  the 
broad,  free  life  it  is.  It  would  have  been  strange  if 
a man  of  his  ability  had  not  soon  become  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  his  county.  He  was  endorsed  by 
both  the  Republicans  and  Democrats  for  the  office 
of  county  commissioner  of  Dolores  County,  and  he 
faithfully  filled  that  position  for  seven  years,  and 
for  many  years  was  a member  of  the  school  board. 
Though  retaining  a loyal  love  for  his  native  State, 
Mr.  Robinson  never  tires  of  extolling  Colorado, 
the  home  of  his  adoption. 

On  Sept.  7,  1899,  Mr.  Rohinson  was  married 
at  Estelline,  S.  Dak.,  to  Miss  Nellie  Carnahan,  a 
native  of  Wisconsin,  and  a descendant  of  the  Car- 
nahans of  Pennsylvania.  To  them  have  come  two 
children:  Agnes,  born  April  30,  1902;  and  Samuel 
Rodman,  Jr.,  Aug.  10,  1903. 

(VH)  Rowl.vnd  Rodman  Robinson  was  born 
Aug.  23,  1862,  in  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  and  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  village  until  fifteen  years  of 
age.  Following  this  for  three  years  he  was  a stu- 
dent at  the  school  of  Capt.  Bucklyn,  at  Mystic, 
Conn.,  then  at  the  famous  military  school  of  Gen- 
eral Russell  at  New  piaven  for  one  year.  From 
1881  to  1885  he  was  a special  student  at  Harvard 
University,  and  from  1885  to  1888  attended  the 
Harvard  iMedical  School.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  iMedical  school  in  1888  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
For  two  years,  1888-1890,  he  was  ^ student  at  the 
General  Hos])ital  in  Vienna,  Austria,  studying 
medicine  in  all  its  branches  and  clinics;  and  for 
three  months  at  the  Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin-,  Ire- 
land, where  he  gave  attention  to  the  subject  of  mid- 
wifery. Returning  to  this  country  he  established 
himself  in  1890  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  his 
native  town.  Dr.  Robinson  was  town  physician  for 
a number  of  years.  During  the  Spanish-American 
war  he  was  assistant  surgeon  in  the  First  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Abbott. 
Since  Nov.  19,  1891,  he  has  been  a trustee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Institute  for  the  Deaf.  On  May  3, 
1895,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  Company  h. 
1st  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Rhode  Island  iMilitia. 
He  is  a member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  Rhode  Island  State  Medical  Society,  of 
the  Washington  County  Medical  Society  and  of  the 
Harvard  Medical  School  Graduate  Society,  and  of 
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the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served 
for  several  years  on  the  school  committee. 

Mr.  Robinson  married  Mary  Peace  Hazard. 
They  have  one  son,  John  Newbold,  born -Nov.  9, 
1903. 

COL.  STANLEY  G.  SAIITH,  of  the  Woon- 
socket Institution  for  Savings,  and  President  of 
the  Guerin  Spinning  Company,  is  one  of  the  well 
known  young  men  and  prominent  citizens  of  Woon- 
socket, where  he  was  born  in  1867,  son  of  William 
Pi.  S.  and  Mary  Frances  (Ballou)  Smith,  and 
grandson  of  the  late  Hon.  Latimer  Whipple  Bal- 
lou, of  Woonsocket.  This  branch  of  the  Smith  fam- 
ily is  descended  from  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Massachusetts. 

Gardner  Smith,  father  of  William  H.  S.,  was 
a native  of  West  Boylston,  Mass.,  who  made 
his  home  in  later  years  in  Grafton,  that  State.  He 
married  Lucinda  Ball,  daughter  of  Elijah  Ball,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  where  he  served  as  first 
lieutenant  in  the  5th  Company,  under  Luke  Wilder, 
in  the  2d  Regiment  in  Worcester,  Mass.  His  com- 
mission was  signed  June  17,  1779,  and  on  that  date 
he  received  a lieutenant’s  commission  on  parchment 
from  Gen.  George  Washington;  he  died  Nov.  10, 
1834.  Elijah  Ball  married  Oct.  18,  1774,  Rebecca 
Moore,  who  died  Oct.  13,  1827,  aged  ninety-five 
years,  and  of  their  thirteen  children,  Lucinda  was 
the  second  youngest. 

William  H.  S.  Smith,  son  of  Gardner  and  Lu- 
cinda, was  born  in  Grafton,  Mass.,  Jan.  23,  1835. 
His  literary  training  was  received  principally  in 
West  Boylston,  Mass.,  and  at  an  early  age  he  set- 
tled at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  where  he  became  identi- 
fied with  the  manufacturing  interests,  and  for  some 
years  was  agent  for  the  American  Worsted  Com- 
pany. He  was  the  originator  of  the  manufacture  of 
worsted  braid  in  Woonsocket.  He  contracted  con- 
sumption, and  died  Nov.  26,  1869,  the  untimely 
age  of  thirty-four  years,  when  in  the  very  prime 
of  his  usefulness.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak 
Hill  Cemetery.  A man  of  progress  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings, of  strictest  integrity  and  marked  ability, 
his  death  was  deeply  deplored.  He  was  known  and 
respected  by  all,  and  his  life  though  short  left  a 
marked  impress  upon  the  community  in  which  he  / 
lived  and  worked.  He  married  Mary  Frances  Bal-'^ 
lou,  who  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Latimer  Whipple  Ballou  (mentioned  in 
full  elsewhere).  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs.  Smith  returned  to  her  father’s  home,  and  since 
the  latter’s  death  she  and  her  sister,  Sarah  J.  Bal- 
lou, have  continued  to  reside  in  the  old  home. 
Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith: 
Chester  Ballou  and  Stanley  Gardner. 

Col.  Stanley  G.  Smith  was  still  in  his  infancy 
when  his  father  died,  but  he  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  fostering  care  of  a devoted  mother  and 
grandfather.  He  attended  the  schools  of  Woon- 


socket, the  high  school,  and  later  Dean  Academy  at 
Franklin,  Mass.,  where  he  graduated  in  1886.  Af- 
ter leaving  school  he  entered  the  Woonsocket  In- 
stitution for  Savings,  of  which  his  grandfather,  Mr. 
Ballou,  was  president,  and  by  close  application  to 
business  he  rose  to  the  position  of  teller,  which  po- 
sition of  trust  and  responsibility  he  has  held  to  the 
present  time.  He  also  acts  as  assistant  treasurer 
and  is  a member  of  the  board  of  directors.  His  in- 
terests are  not  confined  to  this  institution,  as  he 
is  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Woon- 
socket branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company, 
president  of  the  Guerin  Spinning  Company  of 
Woonsocket,  secretary  of  the  American  Wringer 
Company,  Woonsocket;  secretary  of  the  Woonsock- 
et Machine  & Press  Company,  and  for  a long  time 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Woonsocket  Hospital; 
treasurer  of  the  Woonsocket  Universalist  Society  of 
Young  Men,  and  treasurer  of  the  Universalist 
Church  and  Sunday  School,  which  latter  position 
he  still  holds.  He  is  a young  man  of  much  enter- 
prise and  is  very  popular  among  his  associates 
whether  in  business  or  in  society.  He  has  long 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Woonsocket  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  has  been  very  much  interested  in 
the  success  of  his  party.  He  was  a member  of 
Governor  Dyer’s  staff,  holding  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

Col.  Smith  has  been  twice  married.  He  married 
(first)  Bertha  Chilson,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Le 
Roy  L.  Chilson,  who  died  July  4,  1902,  leaving  one 
son,  LeRoy  Ballou.  She  was  buried  in  Oak  Hill 
cemetery  at  Woonsocket.  His  second  wife  was 
Edith  Cory,  of  Michigan.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a lady  of 
much  culture  and  holds  a prominent  place  in  the 
social  life  of  the  city.  To  the  second  marriage  has 
come  one  child,  Meredith  Gardner,  born  Dec.  30, 
1904.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Woonsocket,  while  Mr.  Smith  belongs 
to  the  Universalist,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  society, 
succeeding  his  grandfather,  Mr.  Ballou.  Col. 
Smith  belongs  to  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. ; the  Chapter ; Council ; and  Com- 
mandery, 

Chester  Ballou  Smith,  brother  of  Col.  Stan- 
ley G.  Smith,  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  March  4, 
1863,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  town  and  in  Dean  Acad- 
emy at  Franklin,  Mass.,  graduating  from  the  last 
named  in  1882.  He  at  once  entered  the  mill  of  the 
American  Worsted  Company,  Woonsocket,  where 
he  learned  every  detail  connected  with  the  woolen 
manufacturing  business,  later  becoming  agent  for 
the  same  company,  a position  he  held  for  a number 
of  years.  He  was  an  expert  in  the  woolen  business, 
his  word  never  being  questioned.  Failing  health 
compelled  him  to  give  up  his  work,  and  his  resig- 
nation was  looked  upon  as  a great  loss  to  the 
company.  In  March,  1899,  he  took  a trip  to  Boston, 
and  was  taken  ill  while  there,  and  confined  to  his 
hotel  several  weeks.  He  then  attempted  a southern 
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trip  for  his  health  and  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  was 
again  taken  ill  and  there  at  Johns  Hopkins  hospital 
underwent  an  operation,  afterward  going  to  Sara- 
nac Lake,  N.  Y.,  but  as  he  did  not  seem  to  regain 
his  strength  he  returned  to  Woonsocket,  and  here 
died  May  i,  1900,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak 
Grove  Cemetery.  He  was  identified  with  many  of 
the  important  industrial  enterprises  of  the  city,  and 
was  president  of  the  Woonsocket  Machine  & Press 
Company;  treasurer  of  the  Jencksville  Mill  Com- 
pany; director  of  the  Woonsocket  National  Bank, 
and  of  the  Woonsocket  Institution  for  Savings ; and 
interested  in  the  Dunn  Worsted  Mill  and  the  Mor- 
rill Knitting  Company.  He  took  a great  interest 
in  everything  that  tended  to  the  material  and  moral 
advancement  of  his  town  and  was  very  highly  es- 
teemed. 

On  Oct.  16,  1888,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mabel 
Rath  bun,  born  in  Woonsocket,  daughter  of  the  late 
Lieut.  Governor  Rathbun,  and  granddaughter  of 
the  late  Edward  Harris.  They  had  one  child.  Rath- 
bun  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

LAPHAM  (Providence  family).  The  Lapham 
family  here  in  Rhode  Island,  and  that  part  of  Mas- 
sachusetts close  to  the  line  separating  the  two  States, 
has  been  a continuous  one  for  two  hundred  and 
thirty  and  more  years,  and  it  has  been  one  of  intelli- 
gence and  substantial  citizenship,  both  in  rural  and 
city  life,  especially  prominent  in  public  life  and  also, 
at  Providence,  for  two  generations  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession. In  this  latter  class  reference  is  especially 
made  to  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin  Newell  Lapham, 
long  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  his  time  in 
Rhode  Island,  one  of  fifty-four  years  of  continu- 
ous practice  at  this  bar,  often  a member  of  both 
branches  of  the  city  government  and  of  the  State 
Assembly ; to  his  brother  and  business  associates, 
the  late  Simon  Sayles  Lapham,  Esq.,  also  a promi- 
nent lawyer  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar ; and  to  the 
latter’s  sons — Simon  Sayles,  Jr.,  who  succeeded  to 
his  father’s  practice,  and  Myron  D.,  a business  man 
at  Pascoag. 

There  follows  something  of  the  family  history 
and  lineage  of  this  branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Lap- 
ham family,  the  order  being  chronological  from 
the  earliest  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Lapham,  born  in  1635,  appears  a free- 
man at  Providence,  in  1673.  He  was  deputy  that 
year,  and  constable  in  1675.  He  married  April  6, 
1673,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Frances 
(Hopkins)  Mann.  Their  first  child  was  born  at 
Providence,  the  next  two  at  Newport,  and  the 
rest  at  Dartmouth,  Mass.  At  a meeting  held  at  Mr. 
Lapham’s  house  in  Dartmouth,  in  1699,  Jacob  Mott 
and  three  others  undertook  to  build  a meeting-house 
for  the  Society  of  Friends,  toward  which  Mr.  Lap- 
ham’s  contribution  was  five  pounds.  The  meeting- 
house was  built  in  that  same  year,  and  was  the 
first  erected  for  worship  in  that  town.  Mr.  Lap- 


ham  died  in  1710.  His  children  were:  Mary, 
born  March  i,  1674;  John,  Dec.  13,  1677;  William, 
Nov.  29,  1679;  Thomas,  Sept.  30,  1682;  Mary, 
Oct.  5,  1686;  and  Nicholas,  April  i,  1689. 

(H)  Nicholas  Lapham,  son  of  John,  born  April 
I,  1689,  rnarried  Dec.  i,  1726,  Mercy,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Mowry)  Arnold.  In  1745  Mr. 
Lapham  owned  land  in  Providence,  Smithfield  and 
Glocester,  R.  I.  He  died  in  1758.  His  children 
were : Solomon,  Nicholas  and  Abigail. 

(III)  Solomon  Lapham,  son  of  Nicholas,  re- 
ceived by  the  will  of  his  father,  in  connection  with 
his  brother  Nicholas,  the  homestead  farm  in  Dart- 
mouth, salt  marsh,  etc.,  the  farm  to  be  so  divided 
that  Solomon  should  have  the  southerly  part  with 
buildings  thereon,  and  Nicholas  the  northerly  part, 
etc.  Solomon  removed  to  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  died 
there,  in  1800,  and  there  his  will  is  recorded.  He 
was  a large  farmer  in  Glocester  (now  Burrillville, 
R.  I.),  having  a large  estate,  and  his  products 
were  famous  through  the  State.  He  was  a man 
of  substance  and  standing.  His  wife’s  name  was 
Sylvia. 

(IV)  William  Lapham,  son  of  Solomon,  born 
Nov.  24,  1766,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  married  Jan.  5, 
1786,  Susanna,  born  July  13,  1767,  in  what  is  now 
Burrillville,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Hannah 
(Cowen)  Ballou,  he  a descendant  of  Maturin  Ballou, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Providence  Plantations, 
through  James  and  Nehemiah  Ballou.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lapham  were : Arad, 
born  July  31,  1787;  Matilda,  born  Aug.  13,  1788; 
Aretus,  born  Oct.  8,  1789  (went  to  Palmyra,  N. 
Y.,  and  left  descendants);  Alfred,  born  June  ii, 
1791 ; Duty,  born  Oct.  28,  1792;  Almon,  born  June 
8,  1794;  Marietta,  born  Dec.  3,  1796;  Arnon,  born 
July  I,  1798;  Miranda,  born  Sept.  5,  1800;  Patience, 
born  Jan.  30,  1803 ; Julia,  born  Oct.  6,  1805 ; Mar- 
vin, born  Jan.  ii,  1807;  James,  born  May  6,  1808; 
and  Louis,  born  May  24,  1810.  Mr.  Lapham  died 
Sept.  15,  1841,  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  in  the  seventy- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  wido.w  passed  away. 
Sept.  6,  1851,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

(V)  Alfred  Lapham,  son  of  William,  born 
June  II,  1791,  in  what  is  now  Burrillville,  R.  L, 
married  Rachel  Newell,  born  April  24,  1797,  in 
Smithfield,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Leah 
(Sayles)  Newell.  Mr.  Lapham  was  occupied  as  a 
farmer  and  carpenter  in  Burrillville,  where  his  death 
occurred  Aug.  25,  1867,  when  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  his  age.  His  wife  survived  him.  Their 
children  were:  Benjamin  Newell,  born  April  28, 
1821;  Henry,  Sept.  21,  1823;  Edward,  March  31, 
,1826;  Alfred  Almond,  June  3,  1828;  and  Simon 
Sayles,  Oct.  30,  1832. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Newell  Lapham,  son  of  Al- 
fred and  Rachel  (Newell),  born  April  28,  1821,  in 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  married  June  24,  1847,  Sophia 
Martin,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Prudence  Page,  of 
Seekonk,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Lapham  received  his  early  training  in  the 
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schools  of  Burrillville,  then  poor,  which  he  attended 
as  was  the  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  that  time  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old.  About  that  time  he  heard 
Samuel  Y.  Atwell,  an  eloquent  lawyer,  argue  a 
case,  and  was  so  much  impressed  that  he  determin- 
ed to  become  a lawyer.  He  studied  at  home  as  best 
he  could  and  recited  his  lessons  to  the  late  Hon. 
George  H.  Brown,  of  Chepachet,  going  back  and 
forth  on  horseback.  He  was  also  helped  in  his 
lessons  by  Alfred  Bosworth,  afterward  a member 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  then  a young- 
lawyer  in  the  office  of  IMt.  Atwell.  After  hard  home 
study  he  entered  Brown  University,  in  1838,  but 
after  three  years’  study  his  health  gave  way  and 
he  went  back  to  the  farm  of  his  father  in  Burrillville, 
for  a year.  Having  regained  his  health,  he  returned 
to  college  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1843.  After 
his  graduation,  Mr.  Lapham  studied  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  Samuel  Y.  Atwell  in  Chepachet,  K.  1.,  for 
one  year,  until  the  death  of  iMr.  Atwell,  and  then  for 
a year  in  the  office  of  Richard  W.  Creene,  of  Prov- 
idence, who  was  then  United  States  District  Attor- 
ney, and  afterward  Chief  Justice  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Supreme  Court.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Bar  in  1845,  and  began  practice  in 
Providence  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  following. 
Mr.  Lapham  was  a diligent  student  and  a most  as- 
siduous worker.  His  close  attention  to  his  pro- 
fession built  up  a large  practice,  and  he  became 
known  in  time  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the 
State.  He  engaged  in  a number  of  important  cases, 
and  was  at  one  time  counsel  for  the  New  York, 
Providence  & Boston  Railroad,  at  the  time  he  was 
a director  in  that  corporation,  before  its  lease  by 
the  Old  Colony  and  later  by  the  Consolidated 
Railroad. 

Mr.  Lapham’s  ])olitical  affiliations  were  with  the 
Democratic  party  until  the  nomination  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  by  the  Republicans,  when  he  became  a 
Republican,  and  remained  in  that  party  for  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  was  elected  city  solicitor  of 
Providence,  1 8^3-65,  and  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mon council,  1869-71,  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
1876-82.  He  was  also  for  many  years  a member 
of  the  school  committee.  In  state  politics  he  rep- 
resented Providence  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 1863-64,  and  again  in  1880-81.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1876-77-82-83. 

Mr.  Lapham  died  at  his  home  on  Power  street. 
Providence,  R.  L,  May  13,  1899.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  bar  for  fifty-five  years  and  in  prac- 
tice for  fifty-four  years  of  that  time.  He  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  in  the  State. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  second  oldest 
member  of  the  bar  in  Rhode  Island.  Many  promi- 
nent lawyers  have  received  their  legal  training  in 
his  office,  his  standing  and  reputation  making  this 
a privilege  much  sought  after.  A partial  list  in- 
cludes Simon  S.  Lapham,  Oscar  Lapham,  Ziba 
( ).  Slocum  (formerly  attorney  general).  Col.  Dan- 
iel R.  Ballou,  Dexter  B.  Potter,  Henry  Allen,  Louis 


L.  Angell,  John  Knowles,  John  T.  Blodgett,  Police 
Justice  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Charles  E.  Salisbury, 
Howard  T.  Metcalf. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Air.  Lapham  was  en- 
gaged in  a large  railroad  case  for  the  Consolidated 
road,  which  had  been  postponed  for  some  time  in  the 
courts,  awaiting  his  recovery.  For  twenty  years 
before  his  death  Mr.  Lapham  had  taken  his  daily 
exercise  by  riding  horseback,  and  was  a well- 
known'  figure  around  Providence.  He  retained  an 
active  interest  in  the  progress  and  development  of 
the  city  to  the  last,  and  directed  his  daily  rides  to 
the  scene  of  city  improvements.  Air.  Lapham  was 
a man  of  great  sincerity  and  integrity,  loyal  to  his 
clients  and  to  his  friends.  He  was  thoroughly 
versed  in  the  law,  and  he  read  carefully  for  years 
some  of  the  best  writers,  enjoying  especially  the 
writings  of  Bacon  and  Benjamin  Franklin.  In  re- 
ligion he  was  an  Unitarian. 

Airs.  Lapham  survived  her  husband  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Sophia  Page  Lewds, 
wife  of  Air.  John  D.  Lewis,  of  Providence.  Three 
daughters,  Julia  Bullock,  Elizabeth  and  Louise, 
died  after  arriving  at  the  age  of  womanhood.  Air. 
and  Airs.  John  D.  Lewis  have  had  two  children, 
John  B.  and  Alary  Louise.  The  son,  John  B.,  born 
Alarch  19,  1874,  married  Harriet  Sprague  Watson, 
daughter  of  Arthur  H.  Watson,  and  has  tw'o  sons, 
J.  Bosworth  Lewis,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  29,  1900,  and  Ar- 
thur Plamilton  W.  Lewis,  born  Alay  18,  1904. 

(\’l)  SiMox  S.  L.\pii.\m  was  born  in  Burrill- 
ville, on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Oct.  30,  1832.  He 
attended  the  neighboring  schools,  also  working  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  he  had  passed  all  the  courses 
that  could  be  taken  in  these  schools,  and  completed 
his  education  at  the  Smithville  Seminary,  at  North 
Scituate,  and  at  Pierce  Academy,  Aliddleboro,  Alass., 
remaining  at  the  latter  place  three  terms.  His 
schooling  over,  he  taught  school  at  the  Old  Scitu- 
ate Academy,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  board- 
ing with  the  neighboring  farmers  during  his  stay 
there.  After  leaving  the  Old  Scituate  Academy  he 
commenced  studying  law  with  his  brother  Benja- 
min, on  Alay  9,  1854.  Some  time  during  the  year 
1855  he  left  the  office  of  Benjamin,  and  attended 
the  Law  School  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  staying  there  for 
one  term.  On  Dec.  18,  1855,  he  returned  to  B.  N. 
Lapham’s  office  and  remained  until  March,  1856. 
He  then  returned  to  the  home  farm  and,  boarding 
at  home,  continued  the  study  of  law  in  H.  A. 
Reach’s  office  at  Harrisville.  On  June  i,  1857,  Mr. 
Lapham  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar, 
and  began  the  practice  of  law.  He  returned  to  the 
office  of  B.  N.  Lapham  in  Providence  and  was 
employed  there  at  a salary  of  $350  a year.  Work- 
ing under  these  conditions  apparently  was  not  pleas- 
ing to  him,  and  on  Alarch  20,  1858,  he  opened  an 
office  in  the  village  of  Harrisville,  boarding  at  home, 
and  practiced  law  in  the  village  about  one  year,  in 
April,  1859,  returning  to  Providence  and  opening 
an  office  there.  On  Jan.  i,  i860,  he  again  returned 
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to  the  office  of  B.  N.  Lapham,  and  a co-partnership 
was  formed  under  the  firm  name  of  B.  N.  & S.  S. 
Lapham.  During  the  continuance  of  the  co-part- 
nership the  firm  handled  the  largest  and  best  busi- 
ness in  the  State  and  established  a reputation  known 
throughout  New  England. 

The  co-partnership  with  B.  N.  Lapham  con- 
tinued for  just  twenty  years,  and  when,  on  Jan.  i, 
1880,  S.  S.  Lapham  .decided  that  he  would  retire 
from  the  firm  and  open  an  office  for  himself,  had 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  largest  law  firms 
of  the  State.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  he 
practiced  law  continuously  in  the  city  of  Providence 
until  November,  1898.  In  that  month  he  left  his 
office  upon  advice  of  his  physicians  for  a rest,  which 
was  much  needed  after  continuous  work  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  after  separating  from  his  brother 
Benjamin.  At  the  time  of  leaving  his  office  his 
physicians  recommended  entire  rest,  not  considering 
his  condition  as  serious,  but  from  the  time  of  leav- 
ing his  office  he  did  not  improve  in  health  and  for 
two  years  suffered  from  an  attack  of  nervous  pros- 
tration, from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  at  his 
summer  home  in  Burrillville,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  boyhood  days,  on  Nov.  i,  1900. 

On  Feb.  i,  1863,  Lapham  married  Alary  J. 
Mowry,  daughter  of  Daniel  Alowry,  the  postmaster 
at  Harrisville,  and  commenced  housekeeping  in 
Providence.  He  was  survived  by  his  widow  and 
four  children,  two  of  the  six  born  to  them  having 
died  in  infancy.  They  were  born  as  follows : Cora 
R.,  Sept.  28,  1865  (deceased)  ; Ella  H.,  June  30, 
1867  (married  Henry  Y.  Stites,  of  Providence)  ; Si- 
mon AT,  July  28,  18(19  (deceased)  ; Emma  Al., 
Alarch  10,  1872  (married  ITof.  F.  P.  Gorham,  of 
Brown  University)  ; Siiiipn  S.,  Jr.,  Alarch  29, 
1875;  Alyron  D.,  July  18,  1877. 

In  business  life  Simon  S.  Lapham  was  probably 
best  known  through  his  ability  as  a jury  lawyer.  He 
had  risen  from  a farmer’s  boy  to  a lawyer  under 
the  most  trying  circumstances.  Although  from  the 
best  of  New  England  stock,  coming  from  a large 
family  he  started  in  life  poor.  It  was  through  per- 
sistent effort  that  he  obtained  his  education,  and  it 
was  only  after  a long  struggle  that  his  practice 
yielded  even  a moderate  income.  All  this  time  he 
had  been  thrown  in  with  all  kinds  and  conditions  of 
people,  and  gained  for  himself  that  knowledge  of 
human  nature  which  so  w'ell  fitted  him  for  his  work 
as  a jury  lawyer,  in  which  he  excelled.  He  was  fond 
of  out-door  life,  and  in  his  later  years  spent  con- 
siderable time  on  the  home  farm  in  Burrillville, 
which  he  had  purchased  from  his  mother's  heirs 
and  fitted  for  a summer  place. 

(VH)  Simon  S.  L.\pham,  Jr.,  son  of  Simon 
and  Alary  J.  (Alowry)  Lapham,  was  born  in  Prov- 
idence, and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Provi- 
dence, graduating  from  the  classical  department  of 
the  Providence  high  school  in  1894.  Then  he  en- 
tered Brown  University  from  wdiich  institution  he 
graduated  in  1898,  taking  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  He 


studied  law  in  his  father’s  office  from  June  to  No- 
vember, 1898,  and  then  finished  his  law  studies 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  Oscar  Lapham.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  July,  1900,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  practice  since  that  time.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  School  Committee  of  Providence  and  is  a 
member  of  the  West  Side  Club. 

Air.  Lapham  married  Leah  Alice  Inman,  daugh- 
ter of  Alonroe  S.  Inman,  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Phyllis,  born  Nov.  5,  1904. 

(VH)  AIyron  Daniel  Lapham,  son  of  Simon 
S.  and  Mary  J.  (Alowry)  Lapham,  was  born  July 
18,  1877,  in  Providence.  He  received  excellent  edu- 
cational facilities.  Graduating  from  the  Provi- 
dence high  school  in  1896,  he  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  1900.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Oscar  Lapham,  and  later  attend- 
ed Boston  University  for  one  year.  In  1904  he  re- 
moved to  the  homestead  farm  in  Burrillville,  which 
he  now  owns,  and  which  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  family  for  several  generations.  In  Alarch, 
1905,  Air.  Lapham,  having  purchased  the  planing 
mill  and  box  factory  at  Pascoag,  owned  by  the  heirs 
of  the  late  William  A.  Sheldon,  installed  new  ma- 
chinery there  and  has  since  greatly  increased  the 
capacity  and  size  of  the  establishment,  in  addition 
carrying  a large  stock  of  lumber.  While  he  takes 
but  little  interest  in  politics,  his  ballot  is  uniformly 
cast  in  support  of  the  Republican  party.  During 
his  days  at  the  University  he  was  a member  of  the 
Chi  Phi  fraternity. 

On  Nov.  23,  1904,  Air.  Lapham  was  married  to 
Cora  Louise  Gory,  ©f  Pascoag,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Cora,  born  Nov.  25,  1905. 

FREDERIC  TALBOT,  whose  name,  in  years 
gone  by,  was  so  prominently  identified  with  the 
liusiness  interests  of  the  city  of  the  Golden  Gate 
and  later  with  those  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New 
England,  one  which  for  four  successive  generations 
has  been  prominent  in  the  lumber  tradl^  of  this 
country.  In  the  following  record  of  the  family 
the  generations  are  designated  by  Roman  numerals. 

(I)  Peter  Talbot,  the  pioneer  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  a native  of  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land. He  immigrated  to  America  and  made  his 
home  at  Dorchester,  Alass.,  where  he  married  Alary 
Wadell,  and  later  removed  to  Chelmsford,  Alassa- 
chusetts. 

(II)  George  Talbot,  son  of  Peter,  married 
Alary  Turell,  and  lived  at  Stoughton,  Alassachu- 
setts. 

(HI)  Capt.  Peter  Talbot,  son  of  George,  com- 
manded a company  of  minute-men  from  Stoughton 
at  the  time  of  the  Lexington  alarm,  and  marched 
with  them  to  the  front. 

(IV)  Peter  Talbot,  son  of  Capt.  Peter,  a na- 
tive  of  Stoughton,  Alass.,  removed  wdth  his  bride, 
Lucy  Hammond  of  Brookline,  Alass.,  in  1771,  to 
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East  Machias,  Washington  Co.,  Maine.  He  be- 
came a well-known  lumberman  and  built  the  first 
mills  there,  was  a man  of  large  stature,  good  pres- 
ence and  strong  mentality,  of  inflexible  honesty  and 
integrity,  and  was  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
In  the  early  years  of  the  Nineteenth  century  he 
represented  his  section  of  the  country  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature,  going  to  Boston  on  horse- 
back, though  this  distance  was  over  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  and  through  a new  country.  The 
children  born  to  Peter  and  Lucy  (Hammond)  Tal- 
bot were:  Apphia,  Lucy,  Stephen,  Peter,  John  C., 
Micah  J.  and  Sally. 

(V)  Peter  Talbot,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  at 
East  Machias,  Maine.  He  began  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  an  independent  way,  contracting  for  lumber 
made  by  other  mills  and  other  firms,  and  became 
better  known  to  the  trade  and  more  extensively 
engaged  in  business  than  was  his  father  before  him. 
He  was  a benevolent  man,  of  cheerful,  genial  dis- 
position. His  death  occurred  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
in  1875,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
Mr.  Talbot  married  Eliza  Chaloner,  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  Chaloner,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  to  them 
came  these  children:  William  C.,  born  in  1816, 
who  died  at  Astoria,  Oregon,  in  August,  1881,  and 
who  was  a pioneer  in  California  and  Washington, 
and  a member  of  the  great  lumber  firms  of  Pope 
& Talbot  and  the  Puget  Mill  Company ; Mary  E. ; 
Erederic;  Emily  E.,  who  married  Andrew  J.  Pope, 
of  East  Machias,  Maine,  a forty-niner  in  California, 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  Pope  & Talbot;  and 
Charles  H.,  who  established  the  firm  of  Talbot 
Brothers,  in  Providence. 

(VI)  Frederic  Talbot,  son  of  Peter,  for  many 
years  known  to  the  lumber  trade  from  the  Pine 
Tree  State  to  the  Golden  Gate,  was  born  at  East 
Machias,  Maine,  Feb.  26,  1819.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  Washington  Academy,  East 
Machias,  Maine,  and  left  his  studies  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  to  engage  in  the  lumber  business  with 
his  father.  In  1S49  he  went  to  California,  going 
by  the  Panama  route.  Settling  in  San  Francisco, 
in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Andrew  J. 
Pope,  they  established  a lumber  business,  forming 
the  original  firm  of  Pope  & Talbot,  since  so  widely 
known  in  the  lumber  markets  of  the  world.  Leav- 
ing California  in  1851,  Mr.  Talbot  returned  East, 
his  brother,  William  C.  Talbot,  assuming  his  po- 
sition in  the  firm.  Early  in  1852  he  joined  in  form- 
ing the  firm  of  Mayhew,  Talbot  & Co.,  of  New 
York  City,  engaging  in  a general  shipping  and 
commission  business,  which  continued  for  seven 
years,  when,  in  1859,  Mr.  Talbot  withdrew  from 
this  firm,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  Talbot  & 
Co.  continued  in  the  same  business  twenty-four 
years,  until  1883.  In  1865  Talbot  came  to 
Providence  to  reside.  For  many  years  from  1869 
he  had  local  business  interests  here  in  the  lumber 
firm  of  Talbot  Brothers,  associated  with  his  younger 
brother,  Charles  H.  Talbot. 


Mr.  Talbot,  as  may  be  seen  by  this  brief  sum- 
mary of  his  career,  could  look  back  with  pleasure  | 
to  a long  life  well  spent,  in  acquiring  many  friends  j 
and  in  the  upbuilding  of  a character  of  which  his  j 
descendants  may  well  be  proud.  He  died  in  Provi-  | 
dence,  Dec.  20,  1907,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  , 

Frederic  Talbot’s  children  now  living  are: 
Charles  F.  A.,  who  went  to  San  Francisco  in  1870, 
and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Pope  & Talbot;  j 
Martha;  Frederic  E. ; Laurie  H.,  and  Ernest  De-  | 
Witt.  Ihe  three  younger  sons  form  the  firm  of  ' 
Talbot  Brothers  Company,  lumber  dealers  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  are  among  the  city’s  pro-  1 
gressive  business  men,  well  sustaining  the  heritage  | 
received  from  their  ancestors.  ; 

1 

^ HORACE  REMINGTON,  of  Providence,  pres-  ' 
ident  of  the  Horace  Remington  & Son  Company,  ' 
refiners  and  smelters,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Cranston,  near  Fiskeville  village,  Aug.  i,  1841,  son  1 
of  Thomas  Russell  and  Almira  (Dyer)  Remington.  | 
The  Remington  coat  of  arms  shows  its  first  known 
member  of  the  family  as  “William  Remington, 
First  Mayor  from  Lincolnshire,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  A.  D.,  1615,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the 
Seventh.” 

' Of  the  American  branch  of  the  family,  John 
Remington,  who  died  in  1709,  married  Abigail. 

He  was  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Jamestown  and  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  his  children,  Daniel  and  Hannah,  hav- 
ing been  born  at  the  former  place.  He  was  at 
Jamestown  Aug.  28,  1669,  when  he  and  two  others 
were  ordered  to  assemble  the  inhabitants  of  Con- 
anicut  Island  to  consider  a defense  against  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Indians.  On  Oct.  31,  1677,  he  and 
forty-seven  others  were  granted  5,000  acres  of  land, 
to  be  called  East  Greenwich.  The  children  of  John 
and  Abigail  Remington  were : John,  who  died  in 
1688,  married  Abigail  Richmond,  born  in  1656, 
died  in  1744,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Abigail 
(Davis)  Richmond;  Joseph;  Daniel,  born  Oct.  18, 
1661;  Hannah,  born  July  3,  1664;  Stephen,  who 
died  in  1736,  married  Penelope,  born  in  1666,  died 
in  1740;  and  Thomas. 

' Thomas  Remington,  son  of  John,  died  in  1710. 
He  married  Mary  Allen,  who  also  died  in  1710, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Allen.  Thomas 
Remington  was  of  Portsmouth  and  Warwick,  and 
was  made  a freeman  of  the  latter  place  in  1704. 
His  will  was  proved  Sept.  26,  1710.  Mr.  Reming- 
ton’s children  were : William,  Thomas,  Daniel, 
John,  Joseph,  Stephen,  Mathew,  Jonathan,  Mary 
and  Prudence. 

Thomas  Remington  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  mar- 
ried Dec.  28,  1710,  Maplet  Gorton,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Benjamin,  and  had  children;  Maplet,  born 
July  II,  1712;  Mary,  born  May  17,  1715;  Stephen, 
born  June  26,  1720;  and  Thomas,  born  Aug.  19, 
1723. 

Thomas  Remington  (3),  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
born  Aug.  19,  1723,  married  Dec.  14,  1744,  Abigail 
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Eldred,  and  their  children  were : Hannah,  born 
May  II,  1746;  Thomas,  Oct.  24,  1747  (married 
June  7,  1778,  Mary  Wood)  ; Maplet,  June  16,  1749; 
Sarah,  Jan.  29,  1750-51;  Benjamin,  Sept.  2,  1752 
(married  April  18,  1779,  Phebe  Manchester)  ; Mary, 
March  26,  1754;  John,  Nov.  7,  1756  (married  Dec. 
17,  1780,  Mary  Tillinghast)  ; Jonathan,  Sept.  9, 
1758;  James  Wolfe,  May  28,  1760;  Henry,  July 
28,  1764  (married  Sept.  18,  1785,  Margaret  Le- 
Valley).  Abigail,  wife  of  Thomas,  died  April  14, 
1766. 

Joseph  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Allen)  Remington,  died  Oct.  27,  1785.  He  mar- 
ried Sept.  29,  1717,  Margaret  Burlingame,  daugh- 
, ter  of  Thomas,  and  their  children  were : Thomas, 
born  Feb.  24,  1719;  Joseph,  Jan.  21,  1720-21; 
Martha,  March  18,  1724-25;  and  Lippitt,  Dec.  17, 
1729. 

Daniel  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Allen) Remington,  born  Oct.  18,  1681,  married 
Feb.  16,  1722-23,  Ann  Gorton,  daughter  of  Samuel, 
and  they  had  children  : Samuel,  born  June  i,  1723  ; 
^ary,  Aug.  27,  1725;  and  Daniel,  Feb.  ii,  1727. 

Russell  Remington,  grandfather  of  Horace, 
married  Rachel  Colvin,  born  May  22,  1769,  daugh- 
ter of  Benedict  and  Hannah  (Benedict)  Colvin. 
Benedict  Colvin  was  a captain  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  serving  seven  years. 

Thomas  Russell  Remington,  son  of  Russell  and 
Rachel,  married  Almira  Dyer,  daughter  of  John 
and  Patience  (Sprague)  Dyer,  he  a descendant  of 
William  Dyer,  a milliner  of  London,  England,  who 
came  to  America,  and  was  of  record  at  Boston  in 
December,  1635,  his  lineage  being  through  Charles, 
Charles  (2),  Charles  (3),  and  John  Dyer.  Mrs. 
Almira  (Dyer)  Remington  died  in  Auburn,  R.  I., 
the  mother  of  the  following  named  children : Ma- 
ria, who  died  young ; CeorgeThomas,  whose  daugh- 
ter Ella  married  John  Wilson  ; Henry  Clay,  who  had 
sons,  George  and  Byron ; Abby ; Albert ; Horace, 
the  only  child  of  his  parents  now  living ; Andrew  J. ; 
and  John  Herbert.  Thomas  Russell  Remington  died 
in  1853,  aged  forty-two  years. 

Horace  Remington  was  born  Aug.  i,  1841,  in 
the  town  of  Cranston,  near  Fiskeville  village.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of 
Warwick,  but,  however,  was  exceedingly  limited. 
When  but  seven  years  of  age  he  was  put  to  work  in 
the  mill  at  Lippitt,  where  he  worked  as  a sweeper 
boy  in  the  card  room.  He  did  not  go  to  school  any 
after  this  time  except  for  a few  months  soon  after 
his  father’s  death.  Upon  his  removal  to  Providence, 
many  years  later,  feeling  the  need  of  a more  exten- 
sive business  education,  he  attended  the  evening 
sessions  of  Scholfield’s  Business  College  for  three 
months,  studying  principally  the  mathematical 
branches.  This  was  just  before  going  into  business 
! for  himself.  Mr.  Remington,  however,  has  studied 
1 more  or  less  all  of  his  life,  and  being  a close  stu- 
I dent  of  men  and  things  has  come  to  be  one  of 


Providence’s  well  informed  men  and  leading  busi- 
ness citizens.  His  early  struggles  were  hard  and 
unrequiting;  his  early  wages  small.  He  married, 
in  i860,  a woman  who  has  been  to  him  in  every 
sense  of  the  word  a helpmate;  one  who  has  joined 
with  him  and  participated  in  all  of  his  early  strug- 
gles. Endowed  with  good  health,  rugged  constitu- 
tions and  keen  intellects  on  the  part  of  both,  they 
laid  the  foundations  for  the  large  success  which  has 
come  to  each — he  as  a successful  business  man,  and 
she  as  counsellor,  wife  and  mother. 

Mr.  Remington  came  to  Providence  in  1864, 
going  to  work  for  Mr.  John  Austin  in  his  smelting 
and  refining  works.  Here  he  worked  for  fifteen 
years,  in  the  latter  two  of  which  he  had  an  in- 
terest in  the  business.  In  1879,  associated  with  Air. 
Charles  Barber,  Mr.  Remington  engaged  in  the 
smelting  and  refining  business  for  himself,  on  Pot- 
ter (now  Carnet)  street,  at  which  place  the  business 
has  been  conducted  ever  since.  In  1882  he  bought 
out  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  continued  therein 
alone  until  1888,  when  his  son,  Albert,  was  admitted 
to  the  firm,  the  name  then  becoming  Horace  Rem- 
ington & Son.  It  continued  as  such  until  it  was 
incorporated,  Alarch  5,  1901,  under  the  corporate 
name  of  Horace  Remington  & Son  Co.,  taking  into 
the  business  at  this  time  the  other  two  sons,  Horace 
E.  and  Clarence  C.,  the  officers  of  the  firm  being: 
Horace  Remington,  president;  Albert  A.  Reming- 
ton, treasurer ; and  Horace  E.  Remington,  secre- 
tary. This  company  alone  furnishes  to  manufac- 
turers of  sterling  goods  nearly  1,000,000  ounces 
of  silver  annually,  which  shows  the  enormous 
amount  sold.  No  plant  in  the  country  is  better 
equipped  for  doing  this  class  of  work  than  that  of 
the  Horace  Remington  & Son  Company,  for  in  ad- 
dition to  the  regular  equipment  of  machinery,  they 
have  many  special  machines  of  their  own  invention 
which  enable  them  to  do  superior  work.  The  sweep- 
ings from  the  different  manufactories  of  the  city 
amount  to  thousands  of  dollars  every  month,  all 
of  which  are  brought  back  to  a commercial  value  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  by  the  refining  and  smelt- 
ing process. 

Air.  Remington,  during  his  many  years  exper- 
ience in  the  refining  and  smelting  business,  recog- 
nized the  importance  of  the  need  of  some  improve- 
ments in  the  machinery  and  methods,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly set  to  work  to  procure  them,  the  result 
being  that  today  he  has  some  special  machinery 
and  appliances  which  are  superior  to  any  others 
now  in  use.  The  common  way  of  mixing  the 
sweepings  so  as  to  produce  an  even  quality  of  metal 
was  to  shovel  them  back  and  forth  for  many  hours, 
requiring  the  service  of  two  men.  Air.  Remington 
has  invented  a system  that  mixes  from  4000  to 
6000  pounds  of  dirt,  or  sweepings,  in  two  hours’ 
time,  by  an  automatic  arrangement,  performing  the 
labor  that  would  require  two  men  to  do  in  ten 
hours,  and  doing  it  much  better  than  by  hand. 
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'ice  saves  all  of  the  dust  which  arises 
during  the  process,  thereby  making  a great  saving 
to  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Remington  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  of  the  city  council  in  1898  and  1899,  from 
the  old  Seventh  (now  the  Sixth)  ward.  He  has 
however,  neither  sought,  nor  desired,  public  pre- 
ferment, being  wholly  a business  man.  He  is  one 
of  the  largest  real  estate  owners  in  Elmwood,  if 
not  in  the  city.  Fraternally  Mr.  Remington  is  con- 
nected with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Providence  Coun- 
cil, the  Rhode  Island  Consistory  of  Scottish  Rite 
Masons,  and  Palestine  Temple,  having  reached  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany C.,  9th  Regiment,  for  three  years  during  the 
war,  and  held  the  rank  of  third  sergeant.  He  is  an 
excellent  example  of  the  self-made  man,  and  in  him 
is  found  the  best  type  of  American  citizenship. 

Horace  Remington  was  married,  in  November, 
i860,  to  IMiss  Zanna  C.  Straight,  born  July  29, 
1842,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Sarah  T.  (Gard- 
ner) Straight,  granddaughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Moon)  Straight,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Nathan  Straight,  who  married  a Hastings.  The 
following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Remington;  Albert  A.,  born  Oct.  18,  1863;  Sarah 
T.,  March  22,  1866;  Horace  E.,  Nov.  4,  1876;  and 
Clarence  G.,  June  29,  1881. 

NORMAN.  Newport  has  long  been  the  home 
of  a branch  of  the  New  England  Norman  family, 
and  here  represented  in  more  recent  generations  by 
the  family  of  the  late  George  W.  and  Hannah  Nor- 
man, and  the  families  of  their  children  and  chil- 
dren’s children.  The  city  of  Newport  had  probably 
during  his  day  no  better  representative  of  business 
man  and  citizen,  and  one  who  was  more  interested 
in  the  city’s  progress  and  the  welfare  of  its  people, 
than  the  late  Hon.  George  H.  Norman,  at  the  time 
of  whose  death  said  one  of  the  local  papers,  editor- 
ially : “The  death  of  George  H.  Norman  is  a great 
loss  to  Newport.  He  was  one  of  our  most  enter- 
prising and  progressive  citizens.  He  was  never 
afraid  to  go  ahead  and  take  the  lead  in  any  enter- 
prise that  had  the  benefit  of  the  city  in  view,  and 
was  always  ready  and  willing  to  contribute  liberally 
to  every  local  institution.  Time  will  show  that  he 
was  one  of  the  best  friends  that  Newport  ever  had.” 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  review  briefly 
the  life  and  ancestry  of  the  man  to  whom  reference 
has  just  been  made  and  also  to  refer  to  his  posterity. 
The  Norman  family  of  early  Salem,  Mass.,  and  vi- 
cinity arrived  in  this  country  only  a half  dozen 
years  after  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  themselves.  They 
were  the  leaders  in  the  Jafifry  Creek  settlement, 
which  later  became  Manchester,  MaJs.,  and  as  well 
were  active  and  prominent  at  Marblehead.  For 
two  hundred  and  more  years  what  is  designated  as 
Norman’s  Oh  or  Woe  has  been  a doleful  reminder 
to  the  seafaring  man  of  the  happenings  there  to  his 


brother  mariner  in  sailing  in  those  parts  in  the  far 
distant  past.  On  the  westerly  side  of  Gloucester 
harbor  is  this  Norman’s  Woe;  here,  lying  a few 
rods  from  the  shore,  and  connected  with  it  by  a 
reef  of  rocks,  is  a rock  which  the  sea  leaves  bare  at 
low  water.  The  tradition  is  that  one  Norman  was 
shipwrecked  and  lost  there.  Richard  Norman,  a 
grandson  of  the  immigrant  settler  who  bore  the 
same  Christian  name,  is  shown  by  the  probate  rec- 
ords of  Essex  county  to  have  sailed  on  a voyage 
from  which  he  never  returned,  some  time  before 
1682.  The  doleful  name  ap{)lied  to  this  spot  may 
commemorate  the  loss  of  this  mariner.  It  was  from 
the  sons  of  Richard  Norman,  whd  came  to  this 
country  in  1626.  probably  from  Dorchester  in  Eng- 
land, that  those  of  the  Norman  name  in  Manchester 
and  Marblehead  sprang. 

The  Norman  family  is  an  old  one  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  we  have  been  able  to  trace  back  to 
Moses  Norman,  who  settled  in  Newport,  R.  I.  He 
was  born  in  1718,  and  died  July  8,  1776.  He  mar- 
ried Priscilla,  sixth  child  of  Gershom  Bradford,  of 
Dtixbury,  Mass.,  who  was  the  second  son  of  Samuel 
Bradford,  fourth  son  of  William  Bradford,  second 
governor  of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  Priscilla  (Brad- 
ford) Norman  was  born  in  1716,  and  died  Nov.  18, 
1811.  She  and  her  husband  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: IMoses  was  born  in  1751  ; Ann,  born  in  1753, 
married  Edward  Talbee,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  died 
July  21,  1848;  Priscilla,  who  died  in  1785,  was  the 
wife  of  William  Thurston,  of  Newport,  R.  I. ; Hope, 
born  in  1762,  who  died  July  18,  1845,  niarried  Caleb 
Hargill,  of  Newport;  John  Bradford,  born  in  1765, 
died  Aug  13,  1805. 

Moses  Norman,  born  in  1751,  resided  at  New- 
port, R.  L,  where  he  died  March  25,  1806.  He 
married  Sarah  Cornell,  who  was  born  July  5,  1759, 
and  died  April  16,  1827,  and  their  children  were: 
Thomas  was  born  Nov.  13,  1782;  Elizabeth,  born 
Aug.  25,  1785,  died  Aug.  19,  1841,  unmarried; 
Moses,  born  Jan.  21,  1788,  married  Sarah  Babcock, 
and  resided  in  Westerly,  R.  I. ; Ann,  born  Sept.  9, 
1789,  died  July  26,  1852,  unmarried;  Hope,  born 
iMarch  3,  1793,  died  Jan.  31,  1851,  married  James 
Butler  and  resided  in  New  Bedford,  Mass. ; Richard 
Cornell,  born  April  8,  1795,  was  a carpenter,  and 
resided  in  Newport,  R.  L,  where  he  died  very  sud- 
denly on  June  26,  1847,  while  at  work  on  a church 
(he  married  Rachel  Peckham,  and  their  son, 
Thomas  P.  Norman,  now  resides  in  Ledyard, 
Conn.)  ; George  Washington  was  born  Feb.  22, 
1/971  Priscilla  Bradford,  born  April  9,  1800,  mar- 
ried Philip  Stevens,  and  resided  in  Newport,  Rhode 
Island. 

George  Washington  Norman,  son  of  Moses,  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1797.  He  married  Hannah  Spooner, 
and  they  resided  in  Newport. 

George  H.  Norman,  son  of  George  W.  and 
Hannah,  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  Jan. 

I,  1827,  at  Newport.  After  attending  the  common 
schools  of  the  town  until  in  his  middle  teens,  he  be- 
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gan  a clerkship  in  one  of  tiie  local  stores,  and  sev- 
eral years  afterward,  on  the  death  of  his  employer, 
succeeded  to  the  business — that  of  shoe  dealer — 
the  location  of  his  store  being  on  the  corner  of 
Thames  street  and  Market  Scpiare.  In  1846  he  was 
largely  instrumental  in  the  founding  of  the  Daily 
Neics,  and  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  1849  he 
and  William  H.  Cranston  became  the  proprietors  of 
the  paper,  the  style  of  firm  being  Cranston  & Nor- 
man. They  continued  in  charge  and  ownership 
until  1856.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Norman  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  introduction  of  ga^  into 
Newport  and  became  the  first  secretary  of  the  com- 
pany which  introduced  it  there.  His  connection 
with  this  company  and  the  success  of  its  venture 
led  him  to  apply  for  a,  contract  for  installing  the 
gas  works  at  Santiago,  Cuba.  He  was  successtul  in 
obtaining  the  contract  and  constructed  the  plant. 
His  next  move  and  venture  in  this  direction  was 
the  construction  of  a gas  plant  at  West  Point,  N. 
Y.  This  experience  led  to  the  business  of  con- 
structing waterworks,  which  seemecT  better  suited 
to  Mr.  Norman,  and  in  this  line  he  was  most  suc- 
cessful, both  pecuniarily  and  in  making  his  name 
famous  all  over  New  England  and  throughout  a 
large  part  of  the  United  States.  He  constructed 
plants  on  contracts  for  cities  and  also,  like  at  New- 
port, built  them  as  private  investments,  some  of 
them  being  afterward  transferred  to  municipal  own- 
ership by  commissions.  The  waterworks  at  New- 
port were  built  in  1878,  Mr.  Norman  having  been 
granted  some  concessions  in  Easton’s  pond  and 
elsewhere  by  the  city.  Besides  the  waterworks  of 
Newport,  Mr.  Norman  constructed  plants  at  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.,  Newburyport,  Franklin,  New  Bed- 
ford, Lowell,  Beverly,  Lynn  and  Gloucester,  Mass., 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  Bristol,  Warren  and  Jamestown, 
R.  I.,  Seneca  Falls  and  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y., 
Frankfort,  Ind.,  Waukesha,  Green  Bay  and  Fort 
Howard,  Wis.,  and  many  others.  Through  his  ef- 
forts and  labors  and  his  fine  business  qualifications 
he  amassed  a large  fortune. 

Mr.  Norman’s  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  while  ever  deeply  interested 
in  public  affairs  and  his  party’s  welfare  and  success 
he  had  no  desire  for  political  preferment,  no  taste 
for  office  seeking  or  holding.  He  never  held  office, 
yet  he  was  twice  a Presidential  elector,  namely,  in 
the  electoral  colleges  of  1868  and  1896. 

Mr.  Norman  married  Abby  Kinsley,  a daughter 
of  the  late  Rufus  B.  Kinsley,  and  the  following 
children  were  born  to  them : Hugh  K.,  George 
H.,  Bradford,  Maxwell,  Guy,  Reginald,  and  three 
daughters — ]\Irs.  Frederick  H.  Prince,  of  Boston; 
Mrs.  William  R.  Hunter,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  and 
Miss  Mabel  Norman.  Four  of  the  sons  took  part  in 
the  Spanish-American  war. 

Mr.  Norman  died  suddenly,  Feb.  4,  1900,  of 
paralysis  of  the  heart,  while  on  the  stairway  of  the 
hotel  at  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  His  remains  were 
brought  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  for  interment.  His 


funeral  was  held  at  Trinity  Church,  the  pall-bearers 
being  his  six  sons.  Besides  the  leading  residents 
of  Newport  his  funeral  was  attended  by  prominent 
citizens  from  all  over  New  England. 

Of  the  late  George  H.  Norman  wrote  Mr.  D. 
C.  Denman,  of  Newport : ‘T  have  known  him  more 
or  less  for  sixty  years,  and  during  that  time  I have 
never  heard  or  known  anything  against  his  char- 
acter. As  a youth  he  was  rather  bashful,  always 
clean  and  neat,  but  retiring  in  his  manner,  perhaps 
on  account  of  a slight  impediment  in  his  speech, 
which  he  mostly  recovered  from  in  later  life.  As 
a boy  he  showed  his  mechanical  genius  in  making 
ladders  for  flower  pots,  bow  square,  also  in  making 
bird  houses.  W’hile  quite  a youth  he  entered  the 
store  of  a ^Ir.  Corbin,  selling  boots  and  shoes.  iSlr. 
Corbin  died  within  two  or  three  years,  and  then 
Mr.  Norman  bought  out  the  stock  from  the  heirs 
and  continued  the  business.  Air.  Orin  F.  Jackson, 
who  had  been  publishing  the  Daily  News  and  had 
not  made  it  very  successful,  sold  the  plant  to  Mr. 
Norman  at  a very  low  price,  and  Mr.  Norman 
moved  it  across  the  street  and  republished  it  under 
the  name  of  Cranston  & Norman.  Mayor  William 
FI.  Cranston  was  the  editor  and  Mr.  Norman  the 
vital  organ.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  publica- 
tion the  partners  took  an  account  of  stock  and 
found  they  had  made,  above  expenses,  just  $49.  it 
was  all  in  pennies,  and  Mr.  Norman  told  Air.  Cran- 
ston he  could  take  that  for  cigar  money ; per- 
haps they  would  do  better  next  year. 

“About  this  time  Air.  Norman  visited  New  York 
City,  and  one  day,  while  walking  along  the  docks, 
he  saw  a very  pretty  vessel  to  be  sold,  at  anchor. 
There  were  very  few  bidders  and  Air.  Norman, 
tempted  by  the  appearance  of  the  vessel,  made  a 
bid,  and  the  vessel  was  struck  oft'  to  him  at  about 
$6,500.  He  had  not  the  money  with  him,  but  gave 
the  name  of  R.  B.  Kinsley,  of  Newport^  as  refer- 
ence. Air.  Kinsley  was  communicated  with  and 
said  if  Air.  Norman  was  not  good  for  the  amount 
he  (Kinsley)  was.  The  vessel  was  resold  within 
a week  for  ten  or  eleven  thousand  by  Air.  Norman 
without  even  venturing  on  board. 

“While  the  News  was  being  j^ublished,  a man 
by  the  name  of  Warrington,  I think,  came  to  New- 
port, and  wanted  to  put  gas  into  the  city  for  street 
and  house  lighting,  and,  the  News  being  the  only 
daily  paper  printed.  Air.  Norman  was  approached 
for  aid  from  his  paper.  He  was  pleased  with  the 
prospect  and  entered  cheerfully  into  the  work,  be- 
ing made  Air.  Warrington’s  secretary,  keeping  the 
books.  He  bought  considerable  of  the  stock  and 
also  acted  as  cashier,  so  that  he  knew  all  about  the 
expenses  and  j^rofit  of  gas  works.  A few  years 
after  he  tried  his  ’prentice  hand  putting  gas  works 
in  Bristol,  R.  I.  At  that  time  there  were  many  sum- 
mer visitors  at  Bristol  from  Cuba,  and  Mr.  Norman, 
becoming  acquainted  with  them,  was  approached 
on  the  subject  of  putting  up  works  in  Cuba,  be- 
tween, I think,  Santiago  and  Havana,  After  fin- 
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ishing  the  works  at  Bristol,  Mr.  Norman  went  to 
Cuba  and  there  installed  a plant,  coining  back  from 
Cuba  with  over  $50,000  in  gold. 

“When  the  thousands  of  soldiers  were  dumped 
at  Portsmouth  Grove  in  the  Civil  war,  no  one  in 
authority  could  think  of  a way  to  lay  out  a hos- 
pital with  twenty-eight  sick  wards  on  the  ground 
at  hand,  160  feet  long,  28  feet  wide,  until  Mr.  Nor- 
man said  it  could  be  done.  At  the  request  of  the 
surgeon  in  charge,  he  drew  the  plans,  which  he 
called  ‘herringbone  pattern,’  and  the  hospital  was 
laid  out  on  that  plan.  Mr.  Norman  received  the 
thanks  of  those  in  authority  at  Washington,  and 
his  plan  was  used  afterward  in  other  government 
hospitals.  1 remember  one  incident  of  his  life 
which  was  very  pleasing  to  those  who  saw  it. 
When  his  father  was  very  old  and  feeble  he  used 
to  visit  James  Hart’s  boot  shop  on  Long  Wharf. 
The  day  before,  or  Christmas  Day,  I forget  which, 
Mr.  George  H.'  called  on  Air.  Hart  and  asked  if 
his  father  had  been  down  that  morning.  After 
waiting  some  time  he  handed  Mr.  Hart  a long 
envelope  and  said,  ‘Give  this  to  him  when  he  comes.’ 
Mr.  Piart  handed  it  to  the  father  when  he  came 
in.  He  opened  it  and  showed  the  others  $5,000 
from  his  son  as  a ‘Christmas  present.’  ” 

pRADFOitD  Norman,  one  of  the  six  sons  of 
George  H.  Norman,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1866,  at 
Newport.  On  Nov.  9,  1892,  Air.  Norman  married 
Aliss  Emma  A.  Collins,  and  they  have  had  two 
children,  born  as  follows:  Bradford,  Jr.,  April  19, 
1896;  Barbara,  Alarch  25,  1899. 

EDWARD  AIAXSON  DODGE,  prominent  in 
business  and  financial  aflfairs,  and  the  oldest  mer- 
chant in  the  clothing  trade  in  the  old  town  of  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  was  born  in  that  town  Alarch  15,  1842, 
a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
State. 

Edward  Dodge,  grandfather  of  Edward  Max- 
son,  was  born  on  Block  Island,  R.  L,  and  there  he 
spent  all  his  life  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  He  married,  April  26,  1799,  Esther  Sims, 
born  Alay  14,  1779,  daughter  of  William  and  Re- 
becca (Pendleton)  Sims.  William  Sims,  Sr.,  was 
of  North  Kingstown,  and  was  married,  Alarch  24, 
1747-48,  by  William  Hern,  J.  P.,  to  Jerusha  Lan- 
phere,  of  Westerly,  and  they  became  the  parents  of : 
Samuel,  born  Nov.  i,  1748;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  20, 
1752;  William,  Aug.  13,  1756;  and  Esther,  Alay 
II,  1758.  William  Sims,  son  of  William,  Sr.,  born 
Aug.  13,  1756,  was  married  Nov.  20,  1777,  by  Jo- 
seph Crandall,  J.  P.,  to  Rebecca  (Pendleton) Chase, 
born  Sept.  2,  1755,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phebe 
Pendleton,  and  widow  of  Alaxson  Chase,  Sr.  To 
William  and  Rebecca  Sims  were  born  children  as 
follows;  Esther,  born  Alay  14,  1779;  Phebe,  April 
29,  1782;  William,  Aug.  27,  1784  (married,  by  El- 
der Jesse  Babcock,  April  9,  1807,  Sally  Seager)  ; 
Jeremiah  B.,  Dec.  23,  1787;  Samuel  P.,  May  3, 
1790  (married  by  Joseph  Pendleton,  J.  P.,  March 


17,  1814,  Sally  Sisson);  Elizabeth,  May  25,  1792;  i 
Joseph  G.,  Oct.  9,  1794;  and  James,  Sept.  10,  1797.  ' 
By  her  marriage  to  Alaxson  Chase,  Sr.,  (born  May 

9,  1752,  son  of  Joshua  Chase),  Mrs.  Rebecca  P. 
Sims  had  a son  Alaxson,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  17,  1776, 
who  was  married  by  Elder  Jesse  Babcock,  Dec.' 

10,  1803,  to  Alary  (or  Polly)  Alerritt,  and  had  chil- 
dren— Alary  Ann  (born  Nov.  16,  1804),  Maxson 
(Jan.  16,  1806),  Isaac  (Nov.  2,  1807),  Eliza  (Sept. 

6,  1809),  Rebecca  (June  22,  1811),  Nathan  Alerritt 
(Alay  6,  1813),  Susan  (Alarch  15,  1815),  Harriet 
Lavina  (Dec.  28,  1819),  Isaac,  Nathaniel,  Esther, 
Jane  and  Frederick.  Joshua  Chase,  father  of  Alax- 
son, Sr.,  was  married  May  12,  1748,  by  Elder  Jo-  j 
seph  Alaxson,  to  Alary  Alaxson,  and  their  children  i 
were:  Alary,  bom  Alarch  27,  1749;  Joshua,  June 
15,  1750;  and  Alaxson,  Alay  9,  1752. 

To  the  marriage  of  Edward  and  Esther  (Sims) 
Dodge  were  born  children  as  follows:  William,  born 
Dec.  6,  1799,  lived  at  the  old  homestead  where  his  ! 
son  James  now  resides ; Amad,  born  April  18,  , 
1802,  was  a farmer  on  Block  Island;  Elsie  married  I 
William  Clark,  and  moved  to  Westerly,  R.  1. ; and  I 
Jeremiah  Sims.  Airs.  Esther  (Sims)  Dodge,  the 
mother  of  these  children,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  Edward  Dodge  was  a house  carpenter 
or  cabinet  maker  by  trade.  He  lived  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  upon  which  the  observatory  is  now  located 
on  Block  Island. 

Jeremiah  Sims  Dodge  was  born  Aug.  24,  1815, 
on  Block  Island,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood  days. 
He  followed  the  water  the  most  of  his  life,  in  fish- 
ing and  on  coasting  vessels.  He  removed  from 
Block  Island  to  Westerly  and  engaged  in  farming  at 
Clark’s  Corners,  and  on  the  Bliven  farm,  but  for 
the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  worked  in  a 
quarry.  He  died  of  heart  disease  at  the  quarry 
Oct.  20,  1880.  Airs.  Dodge,  who  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter.  Airs.  Phebe  Al.  Card,  in  Westerly, 
Feb.  4,  1907,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  was 
Rebecca  Pendleton  Chase,  and  was  born  June  22, 
1811,  daughter  of  Alaxson,  Jr.,  and  Alary  (or  Polly) 
(Alerritt)  Chase,  and  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Dodge  j 
took  place  in  1839.  To  Jeremiah  Sims  and  Rebecca 
(Chase)  Dodge  were  born:  (i)  Mary  Esther,  born  1 
Oct.  22,  1839,  died  Oct.  20,  1892  ; she  married  (first) 
Edward  Pierce,  and  (second)  George  Babcock. 

(2)  Edward  Alaxson  was  born  March  15,  1842. 

(3)  Francis,  born  April  18,  1843,  resides  in  Daniel-  j 

son.  Conn. ; he  married  Eugenie  S.  Nash,  and  has  j 
five  children:  James  E.,  J.  Fred,  George  W.,  Mary  j 
and  Ella.  (4)  Thomas  Dorr  died  in  childhood.  I 
(5)  Alice  died  in  infancy.  (6)  Horace  Pendleton  1 
was  born  Jan.  10,  1846.  (7)  Melissa,  born  April  ^ 

19,  1848,  died  Sept.  5,  1858.  (8)  Phebe  Maria,  born  1 
Dec.  10,  1851,  married  in  Westerly,  Jeremiah  E.  | 
Card,  and  had  children ; Edith  M.,  Arthur  J.,  H.  1 
Fred,  Edward  and  George. 

Horace  Pendleton  Dodge,  of  the  above  family, 
married  Josephine  Flanders,  June  27,  1877.  He  fo  - 
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lowed  the  water  for  nine  years,  and  since  Aug.  i6, 
1878,  has  been  in  the  clothing  business  as  a clerk 
for  his  brother,  Edward  Al.  Dodge.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Franklin  Lodge  of  Alasons. 

Edward  Alaxson  Dodge  began  at  eleven  years 
of  age  to  clerk  in  E.  Al.  Dunn  s clothing  store,  in 
which  he  continued  for  a few  years,  and  afterwards 
worked  for  Joshua  Thompson  in  his  general  store. 
This  was  followed  by  thirteen  months  on  the  water, 
in  the  employ  of  a government  supply  boat.  He  then 
spent  two  years  in  a White  Rock  store  under  Jesse 
L.  Aloss,  and  later  worked  for  C.  R.  Stoddard  for 
a few  months.  For  ten  years  he  was  in  the  dry 
goods  business  in  Norwich,  with  the  firm  of  Ham- 
lin & Co.  On  Sept.  18,  1875,  he  became  engaged 
in  the  clothing  business  in  the  Dixon  House  iilock 
in  Westerly,  and  has  engaged  in  business  there  ever 
since. 

Air.  Dodge  was  married  in  Westerly,  Sept.  24, 
1873,  to  Ophelia  Josephine  Thompson,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Latham  and  Alary  (Pendleton)  Thompson, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  originator  of  an  ice 
business  in  Westerly.  The  following  children  have 
come  to  this  union  : Clara  Alary,  born  Oct.  10,  1878 ; 
Edward  AL,  Jr.,  born  July  8,  1879,  died  Oct.  4, 
1881  ; Helen  Rebecca,  born  Dec.  25,  1880,  died  Feb. 
22,  1884;  Esther  Alargaret,  born  Sept.  20,  1883; 
Frank  Foster,  born  Alarch  20,  1885  ; and  \\  illiam 
Pendleton,  born  Nov.  15,  1886.  Air.  Dodge  was  a 
director  of  the  National  Niantic  Rank  and  trustee  of 
the  Niantic  Savings  Rank.  He  is  a 32d  degree 
Alason,  belonging  to  Somerset  Lodge,  No.  34,  of 
Norwich;  Palmer  Chapter,  of  Westerly;  Provi- 
dence Council,  Narragansett  Commandery  and  Pal- 
estine Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

RLANDING.  For  several  generations  the 
Rlandings  have  been  among  the  leading  business 
men  and  substantial  citizens  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence and  vicinity,  where  has  resided  a branch  of 
the  old  and  honored  Rlanding  family  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  at  which  point  a son  of  the  immigrant  set- 
tler had  located  as  early  as  1674,  the  father  coming 
to  Roston  from  England  in  1640.  This  progenitor 
of  the  American  family,  William  Rlanding,  himself 
prominent  in  public  affairs  of  the  Colony,  represent- 
ing it  in  the  General  Court,  left  posterity  who  have 
sustained  the  family  name  and  reputation.  Col. 
Christopher,  William  and  others  of  the  name  figured 
in  the  Revolution;  Dr.  William  Rlanding  (Rrown 
University,  1801)  became  one  of  the  foremost  nat- 
uralists of  his  time ; Col.  William  Rlanding  was  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Providence,  as  was  also  his 
son,  the  late  William  Rullock  Rlanding,  founder  of 
the  present  drug  house  of  Rlanding  & Rlanding,  of 
Weybosset  street,  at  the  head  of  which  is  -William 
O.  Rlanding,  Esq.  Here  in  Providence  and  East 
Providence,  too,  have  lived  others  of  the  name  and 
same  stock,  among  them  the  late  Shubael  and  the 
late  Wheeler  Alartin  Rlanding,  and  of  a later  gener- 
ation now  active  and  prominent  in  business  life  are 
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Charles  L.  and  Edward  J.  Rlanding,  the  former  of 
the  C.  L.  Rlanding  Alanufacturing  Company,  manu- 
facturers of  woolen  and  merino  yarns,  etc. ; and 
among  the  prominent  and  well  known  men  of  the 
city  of  a generation  ago  was  the  late  Col.  Christo- 
pher Rlanding,  whose  ardent  patriotism  and  con- 
spicuity  as  an  officer  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  later  efficiency  as  secretary  and  agent  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  10  Ani- 
mals, are  yet  well  remembered. 

This  article  deals  with  the  lives  of  these  men, 
with  their  lineage  and  posterity,  the  genealogy  fol- 
lowing and  beginning  with  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America,  being  in  chronological  order. 

(I)  William  Rlanding  came  from  Upton-on- 

Severn,  AVorcestershire,  England,  in  1640,  and  set- 
tled in  Roston,  Alass.  He  was  made  a freeman 
Alay  10,  1643 ; a member  of  the  Grand  Inquest 
of  the  Colony,  1643-48,  and  was  a deputy  to  the 
Plymouth  Court,  1651.  He  died  June  15,  1662,  and 
in  his  will  are  mentioned  his  wife  Phebe,  son  Will- 
iam and  daughters,  Phebe  and  Alary.  Air.  Rland- 
ing owned  land  in  that  part  of  Roston  which  became 
Rrookline,  and  was  interested  in  the  iron  works  at 
Taunton.  * 

(II)  William  Rlanding  [2),  son  of  William, 
settled  at  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  where  in  Alay,  1680,  it 
was  agreed  by  the  authorities  of  the  town  that  he 
should  have  one-half  acre  of  land  or  the  common 
upon  which  to  build  a house.  Air.  Rlanding  con- 
tributed money  to  the  town  to  assist  the  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  1675-76.  He  married.  Sept. 
4,  1674,  Rethia  Wheaton,  and  their  children  of  Re- 
hoboth record  were:  William,  born  Alay  2,  1676; 
Samuel,  born  April  ii,  1680;  Obadiah,  born  April 
15,  1683;  Daniel,  born  (Jet.  25,  1685;  John,  born 
June  20,  1687;  Ephraim,  born  (Jet.  20,  1689;  and 
Noah,  born  Alarch  7,  1690. 

(HI)  William  Rlanding  (3),  son  of  William 

(2) ,  born  Alay  2,  1676,  married  (first)  Oct.  16, 
1708,  Elizabeth  Perry,  and  (second)  Alehetabel. 
One  child,  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  12,  1709-10,  came 
to  the  first  marriage,  and  the  following  children  to 
the  second:  William,  born  Dec.  17,  1712;  Esther, 
born  Sept.  20,  1714;  Alehetabel,  born  Dec.  ii,  1717; 
Rethia,  born  Oct.  26,  1719;  Sibell,  born  Sept.  10, 
1721  ; and  Rachel,  born  Sept.  3,  1723.  The  first 
Airs.  Rlanding  died  Jan.  26,  1709-10.  Air.  Rland- 
ing was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Rehoboth,  in  1711. 

(1\')  William  Rlanding  (4),  son  of  William 

(3) ,  born  Dec.  17,  1712,  married  Dec.  25,  1740, 
Sarah  Chaffee,  of  Rehoboth,  and  their  children 
were:  Lucy,  born  Alarch  8,  1745-46;  William,  born 
Feb.  27,  1747-48;  Shubael,  born  Sept.  19,  1750; 
Ebenezer,  born  Feb.  26,  1754;  and  Christoj)her, 
born  Oct.  i,  1756.  (The  deaths  of  two  William 
Rlandings  are  of  Rehoboth  record,  prior  to  and  in- 
cluding 1750,  namely,  William,  Nov.  26,  1724;  and 
William  of  William,  June  19,  1750). 

(V)  William  Rlanding  (5),  son  of  William 

(4) ,  born  Feb.  27,  1747-48,  married  July  5,  1772, 
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Lydia  Ornisbee.  iMr.  Blanding  was  a patriot  of 
the  Revolution.  He  enlisted  Aug.  12,  1776.  iii 

Capt.  Hodger’s  company,  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Fran- 
cis’s regiment,  and  was  discharged  October  ist  of 
that  year;  he  received  pay  under  rank  of  sergeant 
and  served  as  quartermaster  under  Col.  Thomas 
Carpenter,  of  Rehohoth  on  an  alarm  from  Bristol, , 
Dec.  8,  1778,  service  twenty  days.  The  children  of 
William  and  Lydia  were:  William,  born  Feb.  7, 
1773;  Abraham,  born  Nov.  18,  17751  Lydia,  born 
Feb.  22,  1778;  James,  born  Oct.  12,  1781;  Lucy, 
born  Oct.  31,  17831  Reuben,  born  jMarch  I7)  1786, 
Reuben  (2),  born  Feb.  6,  1789;  Susanna,  born 
March  8,  1790;  and  Lephe,  born  April  12,  1793. 
The  father  of  these  died  June  12,  1830,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  Aug.  31,  1835. 

(VI)  William  Blanding  (6),  son  of  William 
(5),  born  Feb.  7,  1773,  married  (first)  in  May, 
1805,  Susanna,  born  Nov.  30,  1780,  daughter  of 
Caleb  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth.  She  died  Sept.  8, 
1809,  and  he  married  (second)  Rachel  Willett,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Blanding  was  a graduate  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity, Class  of  1801.  He  first  settled  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  later  removed  to  Camdefi,  S.  C.,  where  he 
practiced  medicine  and  became  an  eminent  scholar 
in  natural  history.  It  is  said  that  his  cabinet  of  nat- 
ural history  was  probably  larger  than  that  of  any 
one  individual  in  the  United  States.  Dr.  Blanding 
was  one  of  the  foremost  naturalists  of  his  day.  He 
presented  his  collection  to  Brovvn  University.  Dr. 
Blanding  subsequently  lived  in  Philadelphia.  He 
died  at  Elm  College,  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  April  12, 
1857. 

(V)  Col.  Christopher  Blanding,  son  of  William 
(4),  born  Oct.  i,  1756,  married.  May  26,  1782, 
Martha  Martin,  of  Rehoboth.  Mr.  Blanding  was 
a patriot  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a private  in 
Capt.  Samuel  Bliss’s  Company,  which  marched  on 
the  Lexington  Alarm  of  April  19,  I775>  serving 
eight  days ; his  name  is  also  on  the  pay  roll  of  Aug. 
I,  1775,  of  Capt.  Bliss’s  Company,  Col.  Walker’s 
regiment;  he  enlisted  April  28,  I775>  served  one 
month  and  twenty-eight  days ; he  is  reported  en- 
listed in  the  train,  June  14,  1775  ; he  is  also  on  the 
return  dated  Oct.  6,  1775  ; he  is  also  of  Capt.  Sam- 
uel Giddings’s  Company,  Artillery  regiment,  re- 
ceipt for  advance  pay,  dated  Cambridge,  Aug.  5, 
1775;  order  for  coat  or  its  equivalent  in  money, 
dated  Fort  No.  2,  Cambridge,  Nov.  8,  1775  ; he  was 
in  Capt.  Israel  Hix’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas  Car- 
penter’s regiment ; marched  from  Rehoboth  to  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.,  on  the  alarm  of  Dec.  8,  1776,  service  six- 
teen days.  The  name  of  Christopher  Blanding  is 
shown  on  the  roll  as  a corporal  of  Joseph  Wil- 
marth’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter’s  regi- 
ment; marched  to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  July  28,  1780,  on 
alarm;  discharged  July  31,  1780,  service  five  days, 
under  General  Heath.  The  military  title  of  Mr. 
Blanding  appears  through  the  record  as  Major  and 
Colonel.  Col.  Blanding  died  April  13,  1808.  His 


widow  Alartha  died,  Jan.  28,  1856,  aged  ninety-five  | 
years.  Their  children  were : Sarah,  born  March 
14,  1783;  Sylvanus,  born  July  12,  1784;  Hannah, 
born  Feb.  12,  1786;  Martha,  born  March  30,  1787; 
Christopher,  born  Oct.  20,  1788;  Franklin,  born 
Sept.  5,  1790;  Robert,  born  June  28,  1792;  Shubael,' 
born  Alarch  28,  1794;  Wheeler  Alartin,  born  Feb. 

6,  1796;  William,  born  April  28,  1798;  Joseph,  born 
Feb.  21,  1800;  Edward  Martin,  born  Alay  18,  1803; 
and  Simeon  Martin,  born  Dec.  6,  1805. 

(VI)  Christopher  Blanding  (2),  son  of  Col. 
Christopher,  born  Oct.  20,  1788,  married  (first) 
Alary  Lawton,  and  (second)  Jan.  24,  1816,  Chloe, 
born  Sept.  28,  1792,  daughter  of  Thomas  Carpenter,  1 
of  Rehoboth,  and  a descendant  of  William  Carpen- 
ter, who  came  from  England  to  this  country  and 
was  of  Weymouth,  Alass.,  1638,  thence  to  Reho- 
both. Christopher  Blanding  was  a farmer  of  Reho- 
both, Alass.  He  died  July  24,  1873,  at  Barrington, 
R.  I.  His  wife  died  Oct.  12,  1872.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Alary  L.,  born  Sept.  23,  1816;  Juliana,  , 
born  June  7,  1818,  died  in  1891,  married  Daniel  In-  | 
graham;  Alartha  W.,  born  Nov.  26,  1820,  married  ' 
Alarcus  L.  Daggett;  Thomas  J.,  born  July  21,  1823, 
died  in  1854;  Christopher,  born  Oct.  14,  1826,  died 
in  1828 ; Amelia  D.,  born  Oct.  3,  1830,  married 
Sept.  5,  i860,  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Barrington,  Boston  and  Providence; 
Sylvanus  Alartin,  born  in  1834,  died  in  1855. 

(VI)  James  Blanding,  son  of  William  (5), 
born  Oct.  12,  1781,  married  April  4,  1811,  Eliza- 
beth, born  Oct.  3,  1784,  daughter  of  Caleb  Carpen- 
ter, of  Rehoboth,  and  a grandson  of  Col.  Thomas  j 
Carpenter,  of  the  Revolution,  who  was  a descendant  1 
of  William  Carpenter,  who  came  from  England  to  , 
Weymouth,  Alass.,  1638,  and  thence  to  Rehoboth.  j 
James  Blanding  died  in  Rehoboth,  June  28,  1870,  j 
and  his  wife  passed  away  Nov.  16,  1863.  Their 
children  were:  Susanna  C.,  born  Alarch  12,  1812; 
Elizabeth  P.,  born  April  6,  1814,  married  Elias  W.  | 
Plympton,  of  Providence;  Nancy  A.,  born  March 
31,  1816;  Julius  M.,  born  May  8,  1818;  William 
W.,  born  Nov.  i,  1820;  Abraham  O.,  born  April  j 
28,  1823 ; Leafy  H.,  born  Feb.  9,  1825 ; and  Sarah 
AT,  born  June  21,  1827. 

(VI)  Wheeler  Alartin  Blanding,  son  of  Col. 
Christopher,  born  Feb.  6,  1796,  married  at  Tiverton, 
R.  I.,  May  27,  1821,  Eliza  Norton,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  Rehoboth  record  were : Eliza  Norton,  born 
April  25,  1822;  Wheeler  Alartin,  born  July  3,  1823; 
and  Frances  Almena,  born  April  29,  1829  (married 
Pardon  Bowen,  of  Providence,  and  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia). Air.  Blanding  died  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
July  I,  1881,  aged  eighty-five  years. 

(VI)  Col.  William  Blanding,  son  of  Col. 
Christopher,  born  April  28,  1798,  married  Mary  R. 
Bullock,  a descendant  of  an  old  English  family 
bearing  a coat  of  arms.  Col.  Blanding  was  a prom- 
inent and  successful  business  man  of  Providence 
and  a highly  esteemed  and  respected  citizen.  He 
died  in  1845,  aged  forty-seven  years. 
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(VII)  William  Bullock  Blanding,  son  of  Col. 
William,  born  Aug.  2,  1826,  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
married  Nov.  13,  1851,  Alary  A.,  daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Electa  A.  (Bosworth)  Remington,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  one  child,  William  O.,  was  born  to  them, 
Nov.  24,  1852. 

Air.  Blanding  attended  both  public  and  private 
I schools,  receiving  a liberal  classical  education.  While 
yet  in  his  teens,  in  1844, -he  became  a clerk  in  the 
drug  store  of  Air.  Edward  T.  Clark,  on  North  Alain 
street.  This  led  to  an  interest  in  the  business,  and 
in  1849  to  the  proprietorship.  Young  Blanding, 
welt  educated,  with  business  tact  and  energy,  as 
the  years  passed  developed  an  extensive  business, 
so  large  that  in  1873  he  purchased  the  stock  of  Dyer 
Brothers,  on  Weybosset  street,  where  from  that 
I time  on  through  life  he  did  a wholesale  drug  busi- 

1 ness  and  manufactured  medical  preparations.  His 
I business  career  was  a successful  one,  and  he  was 
I recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
I Rhode  Island. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Air.  Blanding  were 
I with  the  Democratic  party,  but  while  interested  in 
politics  a^d  especially  active  for  his  party  just  prior 
to  and  during  the  Civil  war,  he  never  held  public 
office.  On  the  organization  of  the  State  Board  of 
Pharmacy,  in  1870,  Air.  Blanding  became  a mem- 
; ber  and  continued  as  such.  He  served  as  president 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Pharmaceutical  Association 
for  a year  or  so.  He  was  a member  of  the  United 
Train  of  Artillery  Veteran  Association,  having  be- 
come a member  of  the  Train  of  Artillery  in  1853, 
I and  for  a decade  held  in  that  military  organization 
■ a lieutenant’s  commission. 

I In  1854  Air.  Blanding  joined  Alt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
I No.  4,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  of  Providence.  Three  years 
I later,  in  1857,  he  organized  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No. 

I 21,  and  was  its  first  Alaster,  a relation  he  sustained 
I with  the  lodge  for  two  years.  He  also  held  various 
offices  in  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  He  re- 
' ceived  the  order  of  knighthood  in  1855  in  St.  John’s 
' Commandery,  Providence,  and  was  Generalissimo 
of  the  same  during  the  pilgrimage  to  Richmond, 
Va.,  in  1859.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Cal- 
’ vary  Commandery,  in  i860,  and  in  1866  its  Com- 
mander. He  served  as  Senior  Grand  Warden  and 
' Deputy  Grand  Alaster  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
i sons,  and  as  Past  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand 
! Commandery  of  Alassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

He  took  all  the  degrees  in  the  Ancient  and  Scottish 
; Rites,  including  the  thirty-third  degree.  Air. 

Blanding  died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  I., 

! Alay  27,  1892.  He  was  an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
'connection,  being  a member  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Church,  of  Providence. 

(VHI)  William  O.  Blanding,  son  of  Will- 
iam B.,  born  Nov.  24,  1852,  married  Alarch  17, 
1875,  Rosella  Cornell,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Alercy  Ann  (Potter)  Cornell. 
They  have  had  five  children : Alargaret  Reming- 
ton, born  Feb.  8,  1877,  died  April  23,  1902.  Will- 


iam Cornell,  born  April  14,  1878,  lives  in  Syracuse; 
he  married,  April  16,  1906,  Aliss  Helen  Dickey  But- 
ler, daughter  of  William  P.  Butler,  of  that  city. 
Richard  Warren,  born  Jan.  24,  1880,  is  associated 
in  business  with  his  father ; he  married,  April  16, 
1904,  Aliss  Alabel  Hamiltpn,  daughter  of  Ralph  S. 
Hamilton,  of  Providence.  Percy  Howard,  born 
Nov.  12,  1881,  is,  like  his  two  older  brothers,  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University.  Alan  Cornell,  born 
July  27,  1887,  was  educated  in  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  and  is  now  with  Blanding  & Blanding. 

William  O.  Blanding  was  educated  in  the  gram- 
mar school  and  high  school  of  his  native  city,  pass- 
ing through  the  high  school  and  graduating  in  1870. 
He  attended  Brown  University  for  one  term  in  the 
fall  of  1870,  but  on  Jan.  i,  1871,  entered  his  father’s 
store,  taking  a position  in  the  office.  At  this  time 
the  business  was  located  on  North  Alain  street. 
After  some  time  in  the  office  he  became  an  outside 
salesman,  and  afterward  came  inside,  taking  charge 
of  the  shipping.  On  July  i,  1890,  he  was  taken  into 
the  firm,  the  name  becoming  Blanding  & Blanding, 
under  which  style  the  business  has  been  continued 
to  the  present  time,  though  Air.  Blanding  is  now 
and  has  been  for  many  years  its  sole  owner.  On 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1892,  the  whole  responsi- 
bility and  conduct  of  the  business  devolved  upon 
William  O.  Blanding,  and  under  his  charge  it  has 
grown  to  large  proportions.  He  has  numerous 
other  interests,  being  a director  in  the  Alanufac- 
turers  Trust  Company,  and  a member  of  the  board 
of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  and  of  St.  Andrew’s  Indus- 
trial School  for  Boys,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  but  has  taken  no  active  part 
in  such  matters.  Fraternally  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  AI.,  though  not 
now  affiliated.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  Rhode 
Island  College  of  Pharmacy  and  zAllied  Sciences, 
having  been  its  treasurer  since  its  organization,  in 
1902.  His  church  connections  are  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  he  being  a vestryman  of  St.  John’s 
Church  of  Barrington,  where  he  formerly  resided. 
Air.  Blanding  is  the  typical  whole-souled,  frank, 
genial  gentleman  and  business  man  of  the  present 
day.  Broad  in  his  charity,  liberal  in  his  views  and  es- 
timate of  men  and  things,  he  is  a most  respected  and 
worth}'  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth  with  which 
he  has  all  his  life  been  prominently  identified. 

(VH)  Jabez  B.  Blanding,  son  of  Col.  Will- 
iam and  Alary  (Bullock)  Blanding,  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Aug.  5,  1841.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and,  previous  to 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  was  employed  as 
clerk.  On  the  commencement  of  hostilities  he  en- 
listed, becoming  a private  in  the  ist  Regiment  of 
detached  militia,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  Returning  home  with  the  regiment  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Aug.  26,  1861,  second  lieutenant  in  the  3d 
Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  which  accompanied 
the  expedition  under  Gen.  Sherman  to  Port  Royal. 
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In  February  his  company  was  ordered  to  take 
charge  of  a siege  train,  and  proceeded  by  a circuit- 
ous route  through  the  creeks  and  small  rivers  in 
datboats,  to  a point  on  the  Savannah  river  between 
Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah,  the  fort  then  being  held 
by  the  Rebels.  He  remained  here  for  nearly  three 
months,  effectually  cutting  off  the  supplies  for  the 
fort.  On  the  13th  of  February  a “mosquito  fleet” 
(so  called)  under  Commodore  fatnall  attacked  the 
battery,  but  was  repulsed  without  loss  to  the  Union 
forces.  (Jn  the  surrender  of  Fort  Pulaski,  Lieut. 
Planding  moved  with  his  company  to  that  post,  and 
formed  a part  of  its  garrison.  He  remained  there 
until  Oct.  20,  1862,  taking  part  in  many  reconnois- 
sances  up  the  river  and  elsewhere.  On  Uct.  22, 
1862,  while  serving  a battery  of  heavy  guns  from 
the  deck  of  the  steamer  “Planter,”  at  the  battle  of 
Pocotaligo,  he  was  severely  wounded  by  a rifle-ball, 
which  entered  the  left  arm  near  the  shoulder, 
causing  a compound  fracture,  and,  passing  into  the 
left  side  and  lodging  near  the  spine,  remained  there 
eighteen  months  before  it  was  extracted.  After 
lying  in  the  hospital  at  Fort  Pulaski  for  a time  he 
received  a leave  of  absence  and  returned  home,  re- 
maining there  until  March.  He  then  returned  to 
his  regiment,  still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound.  On  reporting  for  duty  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  army  gun-boat  “George  \Vashing- 
ton.”  On  April  8,  1863,  'vhile  on  a reconnoitering 
trip  through  the  Coosaw  river,  the  boat  was  blown 
up  by  a Rebel  shell  striking  her  magazine.  After 
this  disaster  Lieutenant  lilanding  received  sick 
leave,  and  returned  to  Providence.  He  was  then 
detailed  as  inspector  in  the  provost-marshal  gen- 
eral’s department,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Capt. 
Silvey,  United  States  Artillery,  then  in  Providence. 
Fie  remained  in  this  position  until  Aug.  19,  1863, 
when  he  received  an  appointment  as  first  lieutenant 
in  the  21st  regiment  of  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
In  March,  1866,  Lieut.  Blanding  joined  his  regiment 
at  Grenada,  iNIiss.,  where  he  discharged  the  duties 
of  assistant  sub-commissioner  in  the  bureau  of 
refugees,  freedmen  and  abandoned  lands — an  office 
of  great  perplexity  and  responsibility,  but  which  he 
filled  with  firmness  and  excellent  judgment.  Here, 
on  the  30th  of  April,  he  was  basely  murdered  with- 
out cause  or  provocation.  Lieut.  Blanding  had 
been  invited  for  a walk  after  supper,  and  had  pro- 
ceeded but  a short  distance  when  a pistol  was  placed 
near  his  head,  and,  without  a moment’s  warning, 
three  shots  were  fired  at  him,  each  taking  effect.  He 
died  next  morning  at  ten  o’clock.  The  deed  was 
perpetrated  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  near  the  corner 
of  the  public  square.  This  brutal  act  excited  uni- 
versal indignation  among  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
Grenada.  The  civil  authorities  immediately  took 
the  matter  in  hand,  but  so  great  was  the  power  ex- 
erted by  a band  of  outlaws  then  holding  a reign  of 
terror  that,  though  the  instigators  of  the  murder 
were  believed  to  be  well-known,  no  witness  could 
be  procured  to  appear  against  them  before  the  grand 


jury.  Thus,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  with  an  honorable  career  opening  before  him, 
Lieut.  Blanding  fell  a martyr  to  the  cause  of  human 
freedom,  leaving  a wife  and  child,  and  a wide  circle 
of  friends  to  mourn  his  untimely  end.  His  re- 
mains were  sent  to  Providence,  and  buried  with 
military  honors.  He  married  Sarah  West,  who 
married  for  her  second  husband,  D.  W.  Reeves,  of 
Reeves  American  Band.  The  child  by  her  first 
marriage,  Pamelia,  married  W.  P.  Stowe,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

ABRAM  ALiMY.  In  the  death  of  Abram  Almy, 
which  occurred  Jan.  29,  1902,  Newport  not  only 
lost  one  of  its  honored  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens, but  as  well,  one  of  its  most  successful  and  pro- 
gressive business  men,  a man  who  by  thrift,  pluck 
and  perseverance  had  won  for  himself  an  enviable 
place  in  the  business  circles  of  the  city,  in  which 
almost  his  whole  life  was  spent.  Mr.  Almy  was 
the  descendant  of  one  of  New  England’s  earliest 
settled  families,  the  progenitor  of  which  was  one  of  1 
the  early  settlers  of  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 

Within  the  first  six  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
colony  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  the  little  band  of  set- 
tlers there  was  joined  by  one  William  Almy,  who 
was  previously  of  Lynn  and  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and 
from  that  remote  time  the  town  of  Portsmouth  has 
been  the  seat  of  the  oldest  branch  of  the  Almy 
family  in  the  State.  Its  representatives  are  many, 
however,  and  are  residents  of  various  towns  and 
states.  Newport  and  Newport  county  have  been 
the  home  of  many  descendants  of  this  family  since 
the  first  settlement  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

William  Almy,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the 
family,  was  born  in  England  in  1601,  and  first  came 
to  America  in  1631.  Settling  at  Lynn,  Mass., 
in  a few  years  he  returned  to  his  native  land  for 
his  wife  and  family,  with  whom  he  embarked  for 
the  return  voyage  to  America  in  1635,  the  ship,^ 
“Abigail,”  a party  of  four,  consisting  of  William 
Almy,  his  wife  Audrey,  who  was  then  thirty-two 
years  of  age,  their  daughter,  Ann,  aged  eight,  and 
son,  Christopher,  aged  three  years.  They  reached 
their  new  home  safely,  and  two  years  later  Mr. 
Almy  was  one  of  ten  men,  residents  of  Lynn,  to  re-  j 
ceive  a grant  of  the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Sand- 
wich, Mass.,  was  built.  In  1644  he  is  found  at 
Portsmouth,  R.  L,  where  land  was  given  him  at 
Wading  Brook,  afterward  the  scene  of  the  battle 
of  Rhode  Island,  fought  under  Sullivan  and  Greene, 
in  August,  1778.  William  Almy  rose  to  distinction 
in  the  colony  of  Portsmouth,  being  made  a freeman  , 
in  1655,  and  served  as  commissioner  in  1656,  1657 
and  1663.  He  died  in  1676,  leaving  five  children, 
the  three  younger,  John,  Job  and  Catherine,  having 
been  born  in  America. 

Christopher  Almy,  son  of  William,  was  one  of  a 
com])any  which  in  1680  purchased  a tract  of  land 
comprising  the  present  towns  of  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton,  seven  of  the  thirty  shares  into  which  the 
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property  was  divided  being  assigned  to  him.  This 
land  became  very  valuable  and  much  of  the  best 
portion  is  still  owned  in  the  family.  Christopher 
Almy  was  deputy  and  assessor  in  1690,  and  was 
chosen  that  same  year  for  governor  but  declined  to 
serve  as  such.  John  Almy,  second  son  of  William, 
appears  as  commissioner  of  Portsmouth  in  1658, 
was  lieutenant  of  a troop  of  horse  in  1667, 
served  as  captain  in  King  Philip’s  war.  Job  Almy, 
the  third  son  of  William,  was  of  Portsmouth  and 
later  of  Warwick,  R.  L,  and  was  deputy  from  the 
latter  town  in  1670  and  1672,  and  assistant  in  1673, 
1674  and  1675. 

Cranston  Almy,  the  grandfather  of  Abram  Almy, 
was  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Brown.  Their  children,  according  to  the 
Portsmouth  town  records,  as  quoted  by  iVrnold, 
were:  Mar\q  born  Nov.  22,  1800;  Lydia,  born  Jan. 
15,  1802;  John,  born  Sept.  15,  1804;  Gideon,  born 
Sept.  15,  1806;  Samuel,  born  Oct.  4,  1808;  and 
Abram,  born  in  1811.  Cranston  Almy  died  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  from  injuries  inflicted  by  the  kick  of  a 
horse. 

Abram  Almy,  son  of  Cranston  Almy,  was  born 
1 Aug.  14,  1811,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The  first  oc- 
cupation which  he  tried  was  the  trade  of  wheel- 
wright, and  this  he  pursued  for  some  years.  A later 
enterprise  and  one  which  absorbed  his  attention  up 
to  the  date  of  his  untimely  death,  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a meat  market  in  Fall  River,  Hass.,  and  this 
proved  profitable  from  the  start.  His  career  in  this 
line  of  business  was  but  a brief  one,  for  he  died  in 
that  city,  Oct.  23,  1850,  when  only  thirty-nine  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Almy  married  Martha  B.,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  Simpson,  of  Newport,  and  the  following 
children  were  born  to  this  union ; Ruth  Amelia, 
born  Aug.  7,  1842,  married  Alexander  N.  Barker, 
a lumber  and  hardware  dealer  of  Newport;  Theo- 
dore, born  Sept.  28,  1845,  was  engaged  in  the  meat 
business  in  Boston,  where  he  died  Feb.  24,  1884, 
unmarried ; Abram,  mentioned  below  ; and  Samuel 
S.,  a painter  by  trade,  married  Laura  Sherman, 
and  died  in  Newport,  in  September,  1902. 

Abram  Almy,  son  of  Abram  and  grandson  of 
Cranston,  was  born  March  25,  1848,  in  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  less  than  three  years  before  his  father’s 
death.  After  his  father’s  death  his  widowed  mother 
removed  to  Newport,  and  here  he  grew  up.  Until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Newport,  but  was  then  obliged  to  leave 
school  and  go  to  work.  Beginning  as  an  appren- 
tice to  the  painter’s  trade  under  the  late  John  C. 
Stoddard,  he  was  soon  interrupted  by  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  and  until  the  close  of  that  mem- 
orable strife  he  was  engaged  in  the  Lhiited  States 
revenue  service.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Newport,  and  again  took  up  the  painter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  several  years  as  a 
journeyman.  Possessed  of  pluck  and  energy,  and 
being  of  an  ambitious  nature  Mr.  Almy  finally  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  as  a painting  contrac- 


tor. His  business  soon  assumed  large  proportions, 
demanding  the  employment  of  a large  force  of  men 
and  proving  extremely  lucrative,  but  the  business 
did  not  agree  with  him,  and  owing  to  failing  health 
he  was  compelled  to  give  up  this  line  of  work.  In 
January,  1891,  Mr.  Almy  purchased  the  coal  and 
wood  business  of  the  late  William  J.  Swinburne, 
to  which  he  gave  his  entire  attention  until  his  death, 
and  in  which  he  was  equally  successful.  Since  that 
sad  event  his  widow  has  continued  the  business, 
and  has  displayed  an  executive  ability  which  has 
largely  increased  its  scope. 

In  his  marriage  Mr.  Almy  became  allied  to  still 
another  of  Rhode  Island’s  oldest  families.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Anna  W.  Hazard,  daughter  of  the 
late  Simeon  and  Mary  Ann  (Stevens)  Hazard,  of 
Newport,  and  their  union  was  solemnized  Oct.  28, 
1884.  This  union  was  blessed  by  one  daughter, 
i\Iary  Stevens  Almy,  born  Oct.  27,  1886,  who  passed 
away  Jan.  21,  1897.  Mrs.  Almy  is  a direct  descend- 
ant in  the  eighth  generation,  through  Simeon, 
George,  Simeon,  George,  Thomas  and  Robert  of 
Thomas  Hazard,  the  progenitor  of  the  Haz- 
ard family  in  America,  who  was  born  in  1610 
in  England,  and  who  appears  first  of  record 
in  America  in  Boston  in  1635,  where  he  was 
admitted  a freeman  in  1638,  and  two  years 
later  became  a resident  of  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  first  town  officers  of 
Newport,  where  he  was  m"de  a freeman  in  1639, 
and  in  1640  was  appointed  a member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  Full  record  of  the  Hazard  family  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Almy  passed  away  in  Newport,  Jan.  29,  1902, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
power  as  a business  man  has  already  been  shown, 
and  his  success  was  due  directly  to  his-  energy,  in- 
dustr)'  and  sound  judgment  in  affairs.  As  a citi- 
zen he  commanded  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community,  in  the  welfare  of  which  he  was  ever  in- 
terested. He  was  a stanch  Republican  in  political 
faith,  and  as  a meniber  of  the  Republican  city  com- 
mittee did  good  and  efficient  service  for  his  party, 
although  he  could  never  be  persuaded  to  accept  pub- 
lic office  himself.  Of  a most  social  and  genial  dis- 
position, which  won  for  him  many  friends,  Mr.  Almy 
was  yet  quiet  and  domestic  in  his  tastes  and  deeply 
devoted  to  his  family  and  his  home.  He  was  a 
member  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcan- 
um, and  of  various  other  fraternal  and  beneficial 
organizations.  In  the  death  of  IMr.  Almy  a good 
citizen  and  a devoted  husband  and  father  passed 
to  his  reward. 

ITA-RNEY  (Providence  county  families).  The 
Barneys  of  this  locality — those  of  the  old  stock — 
in  main  come  from  the  early  Rehoboth  and  Swan- 
sea families,  in  which  region  of  country  the  name 
has  been  continuous  for  two  hundred  and  more 
vears,  during  which  period  it  has  had  a creditable 
and  honorable  standing  among  the  sturdy  yeomanry 
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of  New  England.  The  family  was  represented  in 
the  early  Colonial  wars  and  largely  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, not  a few  serving  in  official  capacities.  Here 
in  the  newer  towns  of  Seekonk,  Providence  and 
East  Providence  the  name  has  been  worthily  borne 
by  the  descendants  of  the  old  stock.  From  the 
Bristol  county  (Mass.)  family  came  the  inventor 
and  manufacturer,  Everett  Hosmer  Barney ; and 
from  the  Swansea  stock  came  the  late  Hon.  Edwin 
Luther  Barney,  himself  a native  of  that  town,  one 
of  the  ablest  members  of  the  New  Bedford  Bar. 
From  the  Barneys  of  this  region  of  country  came 
the  late  Caleb  Roundall  Barney,  of  Providence, 
long  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  citizens  of  that 
city,  and  the  latter’s  son,  Gen.  Caleb  Henry  Barney, 
the  citizen  soldier  and  adjutant-general  of  Rhode 
Island.  And  yet  active  in  business  and  professional 
life  in  the  city  and  among  its  substantial  citizens 
are  Josiah  K.,  Hon.  Walter  Hammond,  John  H., 
Jonathan  and  Frederick  \V.  Barney,  while  in  East 
Providence  the  name  is  perpetuated  and  family 
reputation  sustained  in  Norman  N.,  John  P., 
Anthony  R.  and  Walter  P.  Barney,  all  substantial 
men  and  respected  citizens  of  that  community. 

It  is  the  purpose  to  give  something  of  the  early 
and  later  history  of  the  Barneys  of  the  locality 
named  and  as  far  as  practicable  trace  the  lineage 
of  some  of  them.  In  what  follows  the  Roman 
characters  indicate  generations  removed  from  the 
earliest  of  the  recorded  Rehoboth  families. 

(I)  Jacob  Barney  emigrated  from  the  town  of 
Swansea,  South  Wales,  in  1670,  and  settled  in 
Newport,  R.  I.  He  had  two  sons,  Jacob  (who 
lived  and  died  in  Newport)  and  Joseph. 

(H)  Joseph  Barney,  son  of  Jacob,  came  to 
Rehoboth  in  1670,  and  located  on  a 640-acre  tract 
of  land,  whose  eastern  boundary  was  Palmer’s 
river,  and  southerly  Torey’s  creek.  He  married 
Constance  Saunders  and  their  children  were : 
Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  17,  1693-94;  Daniel,  Nov.  20, 
1697;  Joseph  (2),  Oct.  16,  1700;  John,  April  2, 
1703;  Ann,  April  3,  1705;  Esther,  March  20,  1706- 
07;  Sarah,  April  29,  1710;  Anna,  May  5,  1713. 

(HI)  Joseph  Barney  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Oct.  16,  1700,  married  Dec.  29,  1726,  Joanna 
Martin,  and  their  children  were : Jonathan,  born 
July  26,  1727;  Jacob,  May  20,  1729;  Joseph,  March 
15,  1731;  Martin,  April  22,  1733;  Ruth,  June  12, 
1735;  Benjamin,  Aug.  12,  1737;  Patience,  Aug.  8, 
1739;  Hezekiah,  Feb.  7,  1741-42;  and  Joanna,  Aug. 
28,  1745. 

(IV)  Martin  Barney,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
April  22,  1733,  married  Abigail  Peck,  daughter  of 
Lieut.  Nathaniel  Peck,  who  was  born  in  Seekonk, 
July  10,  1699.  They  had  two  sons:  Jonathan  (born 
April  24,  1755)  and  Nathaniel. 

(V)  Jonathan  Barney,  son  of  Martin  and 
Abigail,  born  April  24,  1755,  married,  Dec.  25, 
1777,  Ruth  Perry,  and  to  this  union  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Betty,  Nov.  15.  1778;  Martin, 
Jan.  12,  1781;  Betsey,  Feb.  7,  1783;  John,  Aug. 


20,  1786;  Perry,  Aug.  26,  1789;  Polly,  Nov.  28, 
1792;  and  AbbyAnn,  April  21,  1806.  He  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Anne  (Bullock)  Davis,  daughter  of 
Judge  Bullock,  of  Rehoboth. 

(VI)  Martin  Barney,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Ruth,  born  Jan.  12,  1781,  married  Jan.  12,  1809, 
Fanny  Jenckes,  both  being  of  Rehoboth,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(VI)  John  Barney,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth, 
born  Aug.  20,  1786,  married  Jan.  9,  1814,  Ruth 
Viall,  born  Sept.  7,  1791,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Patience  (Kent)  Viall;  she  died  Oct.  16,  1848.  He 
died  Oct.  18,  1850.  Thomas  Viall  was  born  April 
5,  1763,  son  of  Samuel  Viall,  born  July  8,  1729, 
and  grandson  of  Nathaniel  Viall,  born  Nov.  ii, 
1705.  To  John  and  Ruth  Barney  were  born: 
Betsey  Perry,  Oct.  25,  1814;  Ruth  Viall,  Dec.  25, 
1816;  John  Perry,  Feb.  25,  1819;  Daniel  Davis, 
Feb.  II,  1822;  Martha  Kent,  Feb.  16,  1825  ; Thomas 
Viall,  Dec.  22,  1828;  Josiah  Kent,  Dec.  17,  1830; 
Anna  Davis,  Sept.  8,  1834  (married  Francis 

Cari)entcr,  of  the  firm  of  Congdon  & Carpenter). 

John  Barney  was  a farmer  along  with  his 
brother  Perry.  He  also  did  stone  mason  work,  and 
rebuilt  the  old  Washington  -street  piers  after  the 
bridge  was  carried  away  in  1815.  He  also  had 
much  to  do  with  tlie  piers  of  the  city.  He  assisted  in 
building  the  stone  wall  around  the  Dexter  Asylum. 
He  built  the  Brook  street  sewer.  Although  he 
served  no  apprenticeshij)  he  had  much  natural, 
ability  as  a mason,  and  became  an  expert  in  that 
line.  He  was  a most  successful  business  man,  and 
was  looked  up  to  by  many  people.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  widow  drew  a 
land  bounty  after  his  death. 

(VH)  Josiah  Kent  Barney,  son  of  John  and 
Ruth  (Viall)  Barney,  was  born  Dec.  17,  1830,  in 
Seekonk  (now  East  Providence).  He  spent  his 
boyhood  in  that  town,  and  was  schooled  at  Luth- 
ers Corner.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to 
Taunton,  Mass.,  and  in  May,  1849,  entered  Mason’s 
machine  shop,  as  an  apprentice.  He  had  nearly 
finished  his  three-years’  apprenticeship  when  he 
left  New  York  City,  on  Feb.  20,  1852,  for 

California,  where  he  worked  at  mining  for  two 
years,  and  then  came  back  East  and  went  into  the 
grocery  business  with  ex-Gov.  John  W.  Davis,  in 
1855,  on  Canal  street.  In  i860  he  returned  to  Cali- 
fornia. On  his  arrival  in  San  Francisco  there  was 
great  excitement  about  silver  mines  in  Nevada, 
and  he  went  there,  and  had  some  dangerous  ex- 
periences in  the  Piyte  Indian  war,  which  was  then 
raging.  After  mining  for  about  two  years  he 
went  into  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1869. 
Selling  out,  he  came  back  and  went  into  business 
with  Darius  Davis,  brother  of  Governor  Davis, 
where  the  “Central  Hotel”  now  is.  While  in  Ne- 
vada he  was  county  commissioner  of  Lyon  county 
for  two  years,  being  elected  in  1866,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  in  the  winter  of  1868-69 
He  continued  in  business  with  Darius  Davis  for 
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two  years,  the  partnership  then  dissolving  on  ac- 
count of  the  expiration  of  the  lease.  In  August, 
1871,  he  bought  property  and  established  the 
grocery  and  market,  which  he  carried  on  until 
May,  1897,  when  he  retired.  For  a part  of  the  time 
he  had  a son  as  a partner.  Mr.  Barney  has  been 
a Republican  since  the  war,  and  has  taken  a some- 
what active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  and  active  in  the  Blue  Lodge 
work;  was  master  of  Amity  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  Silver 
City,  Nev. ; and  was  also  Grand  Worthy  Sword 
Bearer  and  Worthv  Grand  Junior  Deacon  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
West  Side  Club  and  the  V^eteran  Masonic  Associa- 
tion. He  attends  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Barney  married  Susan  Hunt  Ham- 
mond, daughter  of  Dr.  John  A.  Hammond,  of 
Seekonk,  and  they  have  tw'O  children : Walter 
Hammond;  and  Charles  Alfred,  born  Nov.  19, 

1858. 

(VHI)  Walter  Hammond  Barney,  eldest 
son  of  Josiah  Kent  and  Susan  H.  (Hammond) 
Barney,  born  Sept.  30,  1855,  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
married  June  20,  1882,  Sarah  Lydia,  daughter  of 
Ezra  I.  and  Margaret  (Lambert)  Walker.  They 
have  had  one  child,  Walter  Howard,  born  Oct. 
25,  1883.  Mr.  Barney  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence  and 
of  Silver  City,  Nev.  Fie  fitted  for  college  at 
Mowry  & Goff’s  English  & Classical  School,  in 
Providence,  from  which  he  graduated  as  valedic- 
torian in  1872.  He  entered  Brown  University, 
where  he  received  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honors  in  his 
Junior  year,  and  graduated  in  1876  with  the  vale- 
dictory and  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Three  years  later 
he  received  from  the  same  university  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  He  became  a member  of  the  Sigma  Phi, 
now  the  Kappa  Chapter  of  Beta  Theta  Pi,  and  is 
president  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  Association  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  He  studied  law  in  the  office 
of  Colwell  & Colt  in  Providence,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island  in  February,  1879. 
Locating  in  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  city, 
he  practiced  alone  from  1879  to  1882,  and  from 
1882  to  1892  was  associated  with  his  old  instruc- 
tor, the  late  Hon.  F'rancis  Colwell,  city  solicitor  for 
Providence.  From  1893  to  1900  he  was  associated 
with  the  Hon.  Samuel  Norris,  and  from  1900  he 
has  been  associated  with  the  Hon.  Thomas  Z. 
Lee.  In  1903  the  firm  of  Barney  & Lee  w'as 
augmented  by  admitting  Francis  I.  McCanna,  Esq., 
the  three  constituting  the  present  firm.  INIr.  Barney 
has  always  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law, 
but  he  has  made  a specialty  of  equity  and  corpora- 
tion law. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Barney  have 
been  with  the  Republican  party,  in  the  counsels 
of  which  he  has  been  active  and  prominent.  He 
represented  Providence  in  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Assembly  in  1889  and  1890,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Special  Legislation,  and,  as  such. 


had  charge  of  the  original  ballot  reform  law  for 
the  State,  in  the  introduction  of  which  he  took  a very 
prominent  part.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the 
school  committee  of  the  city  of  Providence  in  1889, 
and  continued  in  office  until  June,  1904^  when  he 
resigned.  He  served  as  president  of  that  body  for 
.a  little  more  than  thirteen  years.  He  was  a mern- 
ber  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence in  1891,  1892,  1893  and  1895,  held  many 
important  positions,  and  continued  at  the  head  of 
special  committees  in  charge  of  the  acquirement  of 
lands  for  additions  to  the  public  parks  of  the  city 
and  for  the  purification  of  the  city  water  supply  for 
a number  of  years  after  he  retired  from  the 
council. 

Mr.  Barney  for  years  has  been  active  and 
prominent  in  club  life  in  Providence  and  elsewhere, 
and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  University 
Club  and  the  Providence  Athletic  Association.  He 
is  now  a member  of  the  University  and  Pomham 
Clubs.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Whist  League  in  1891,  and  was  secretary  from 
its  beginning  until  1896,  when  he  was  chosen  vice- 
president.  In  1897  he  was  elected  president  of  that 
organization,  and  since  completing  his  year  in  that 
office  has  been  a life  member  of  its  executive  com- 
mittee. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  New 
England  Whist  Association,  and  was  its  president 
for  the  first  three  years  of  its  existence.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  a life  member  of  its  executive 
committee.  He  is  a member  and  president  of  the 
Narragansett  Whist  Club,  and  an  honorary  member 
of  whist  clubs  and  organizations  all  over  the 
country,  having  been  deeply  interested  in  this  game 
for  many  years  and  especially  active  in  the  or- 
sranization  of  clubs  and  associations  devoted  to  the 
game  of  duplicate  whist. 

jMr.  Barney  was  also  for  many  years  active 
in  Sunday-school  work,  especially  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  secretary’s  department.  He  was  chief 
secretary  of  the  Trinity  M.  E.  Sunday-school  in 
Providence  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  was  the  first 
President  of  the  Providence  Sunday  School  Secre- 
taries’ Union.  Fie  has  been  a member  of  the  offi- 
cial board  of  Trinity  Church  since  1879,  and  for 
the  past  five  years  has  been  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church  and  its  succes- 
sor, Trinity  Union  M.  E.  Church. 

(VI)  Perry  Barney,  born  Aug.  26,  1789,  son 
of  Jonathan  and  Ruth,  married  (first)  a Kent  and 
(second)  on  Jan.  5,  1842,  Rachel  Peck,  daughter 
of  John  and  Rachei  (Bliss)  Peck,  of  Seekonk.  To 
this  latter  marriage  came  children  as  follows : 
Rachel  E.,  born  Nov.  16,  1842,  died  in  February, 
1873 ; Eliza  K.,  born  IMarch  12,  1848,  married  Dr. 
George  E.  Carpenter  of  East  Providence ; John 
Perry  was  born  Sept.  17,  1851. 

Perry  Barney  was  a farmer  all  his  life.  Fie  was 
born  in  Seekonk,  and  \vas  brought  by  his  parents 
when  three  years  of  age  to  the  farm  on  which  he 
spent  the  balance  of  his  years,  and  on  which  his 
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son  John  P.  now  resides.  The  house  which  for- 
merly stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  handsome 
residence  of  Mr.  John  P.  Barney,  but  which  has 
been  moved  to  a point  on  the  farm  farther  east, 
and  is  used  as  a tenement,  was  built  in  about  1794. 
In  it  three  generations  of  Barneys  were  reared. 
Perry  Barney  and  his  brother  John  succeeded  to 
the  management  of  the  large  farm  of  their  father, 
Jonathan,  upon  the  latter’s  retirement.  For  years 
they  carried  on  a partnership  in  the  conduct  of 
the  farm  and  in  the  business  of  mason  contracting, 
in  which  John  was  engaged.  Perry  looking  after  the 
farm.  The  two  brothers  accumulated  a large  tract 
of  land  lying  partly  in  Pawtucket,  Seekonk  and 
East  Providence.  John  carried  on  mason  contract- 
ing on  a large  scale,  and  they  became  very  suc- 
cessful men.  They  lived  together  in  the  old  home 
and  reared  their  families  there.  Upon  the  division 
of  the  estate  among  the  heirs  of  John  and  Perry 
the  homestead  fell  into  the  hands  of  Perry,  and  later 
upon  his  death  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  John  P. 
Perry  Barney  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
of  East  Providence.  He  died  Dec.  24,  1872. 

(VII)  John  Perry  Barney  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Seekonk  and  East  Providence,  also 
attended  the  English  and  Classical  School  of 
Mowry  & Goff,  and  afterward  took  a commercial 
course  in  the  business  college  of  Bryant  & Stratton. 
Mr.  Barney  has  been  engaged  in  farming  on 
the  homestead,  and  in  connection  with  that 
has  been  engaged  m the  handling  of  large 
quantities  of  wood.  He  also,  in  the  season, 
manufactures  cider,  and  handles  large  quantities  of 
stone  for  foundations,  in  his  various  branches  of 
activity  employing  from  seven  to  nine  men  the 
year  ’round.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  been  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  several  town 
offices.  His  party,  however,  being  the  minority 
party,  he  has  never  been  an  office  holder.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  Trinity  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Barney  married 
Sarah  E.  Hornby,  of  Pawtucket,  daughter  of 
James  R.  and  Alice  (Pallord)  Hornby.  They  had 
children  as  follows : Perry  James,  born  March  19, 
1880,  died  Jan.  23,  1883;  Alice  Teel,  born  July  16, 
1884,  is  at  home;  Bessie  Elise,  born  IMarch  24, 
1886,  is  at  home;  Earl  Clifford,  born  April  24, 
1888,  died  in  October,  1891.  For  some  years  Mrs. 
Barney  was  a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Providence. 

BARKER.  The  Rhode  Island  Barkers  are 
among  the  most  ancient  families  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  as  well  among  the  first  of  their  com- 
munities. In  Newport  county,  where  the  family  has 
been  continuous  for  260  and  more  years,  and  are 
yet  largely  represented,  they  have  been  especially 
conspicuous  in  public  affairs  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  their  towns  and  the  State. 
The  Barker  pedigree  is  traced  for  generations  back 
in  England  prior  to  the  emigrant  ancestor  to  this 


country  and  was  there  connected  through  marriage 
to  the  first  Protestant  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  In 
the  following  genealogy  the  order  is  chronological ; 

(I)  John  Barker  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Hill  and  brother  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill, 
the  first  Protestant  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1549. 

(II)  Edward  Barker. 

(III)  Rowland  Barker,  of  Wollerton,  in  the 
County  of  Salop,  was  granted  a coat-of-arms. 

(IV)  James  Barker  left  Southampton  in  the 
spring  of  1634,  on  the  ship  “Mary  and  John,”  of 
London,  for  New  England,  but  died  on  passage.  In 
the  family  manuscript  he  is  called  of  Harwich, 
County  Essex,  England.  He  had  two  children, 
Christianna  and  James  (2). 

(V)  James  Barker  (2),  born  about  1617,  mar- 

ried about  1644,  Barbara,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Frances  Dungan.  Until  he  became  of  age,  which 
was  about  1638,  he  was  in  the  caire  of  his  sister,  who 
had  married  Thomas  Beecher,  and  later  Nicholas 
Easton.  He  came  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1638-39. 
He  was  an  officer  for  Newport  in  1644,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  General  Court  of  Elections,  Newport, 
1648;  freeman,  1655;  member  Court  of  Com- 
missioners, 1655,  61,  and  63;  was  deputy, 

1669,  76,  77;  assistant,  1678;  deputy-governor, 
1678-79,  after  death  of  Gov.  Coddington;  de- 
puty, 1681,  83,  84,  85  and  86,  and  he,  or  his 
son,  James,  in  1690  and  1696.  He  was  one  of 
the  petitioners  for  the  charter  land  from  Charles  II, 
July  8,  1663,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators. 
He  died  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1702.  Mr.  Barker 
•had  the  following  children : Elizabeth  married 
Nicholas  Easton,  son  of  Peter  and  grandson  of 
Nicholas;  Janies  (3)  was  born  in  1648;  Mary  mar- 
ried (first)  Elisha  Smith,  and  (second)  Israel 
Arnold,  of  Warwick;  Sarah;  Joseph;  Peter;  Chris- 
tianna married  William  Phillips;  and  William  was 
born  in  1662. 

(VI)  Janies  Barker  (3),  born  in  1648,  mar- 
ried in  1673,  Sarah,  born  1656,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Gould)  Jafferay,  and  was  of  Newport, 
R.  I.  He  was  admitted  a freeman,  1675  ; was  de- 
puty in  1678,  90,  96,  1701,  03,  05,  06,  07,  08,  09  and 
t6;  and  was  assistant  in  1695,  1696.  1698  and  1699. 
His  children  were  : James  (4)  ; William,  died  unmar- 
ried ; Nicholas;  Mary  married  Joshua  Winsor;  Abi- 
gail married  John  Work,  of  Long  Island ; Priscilla 
married  Robert  Lawton ; Jane  married  Thomas 
Lawton;  and  Jeremiah  was  born  Jan.  16,  1699. 

(VH)  James  Barker  (4),  son  of  James  (3). 
born  Dec.  4,  1675,  married  in  1699,  Mary  Cook,  and 
was  of  Newport  and  Middletown,  R.  1.  Mr.  Barker 
was  admitted  a freeman  in  1704,  and  in  1709,  1717, 
1725,  1726,  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly. 
He  was  for  fifty  years  a member  of  the  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Newport.  Mr.  Barker  died  March 
26,  1758,  and  his  wife  IMary  died  Feb.  24,  I75^- 
Their  children  were:  Janies,  born  Dec.  30,  1700; 
Phebe,  born  Feb.  17,  1703;  Mary,  born  1705;  Mary 
(2),  born  IMay  9,  1706,  married  (first)  William 
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Greene,  and  (second)  Job  ]\lason ; Priscilla,  born 
July  26,  1708,  married  Aug.  29,  1728,  John  Clarke; 
John,  born  Dec.  18,  1710 ; Robert,  born  June  2,  1712 ; 
Sarah,  born  Dec.  30,  1714;  Peleg,  born  July  ii, 
1716;  Phebe,  born  Nov.  14,  1717,  married  Jan.  23, 
1736,  William  Peckham ; and  Deborah,  born  Jan. 
17,  1720,  married  Sept.  14,  1738,  Hezekiah  Hoar. 

(VIII)  James  Barker  (5),  son  of  James  (4), 
born  Dec.  30,  1700,  married  (first)  Jan.  21,  1724, 
Mary  Peckham,  born  Sept.  7,  1704,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Tew)  Peckham,  and  was  of 
Newport  and  Middletown,  R.  I.  His  wife  died 
June  12,  1728,  and  he  married  (second)  Alargaret 
Weeden,  born  in  1701,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Mary  (Clarke)  Weeden,  who  died  May  8,  1785. 
Mr.  Barker  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1722.  He 
was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  iMiddletown  in 
1743-44-45-46-58-59-C5-66.  He  died  March  27, 
1772.  One  child,  James  (6),  born  Dec.  12,  1725, 
came  to  the  first  marriage,  and  to  the  second,  John, 
born  Aug.  30,  1732. 

(IX)  James  Barker  (6),  son  of  James  (5),  born 
Dec.  12,  1725,  married  Jan.  5,  1749,  Anne,  born 
Aug.  13,  1731,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Sisson) 
Peckham.  Mr.  Barker  was  a farmer  and  tailor  of 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  and  Lanesboro,  Mass.  He  re- 
ceived his  religious  instruction  largely  from  his 
grandmother,  Mary  Peckham,  daughter  of  Deputy 
Governor  Henry  Tew.  He  was  admitted  a ijiember 
of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  New])ort,  R.  I.,  Sept. 
16,  1745,  his  wife  Anne  uniting  with  that  church 
Dec.  23,  1752.  In  1753  he  became  a lieutenant  in 
the  train-band  of  Middletown,  and  served  five  years 
under  Capt.  Bliss.  He  was  a member  of  the  town 
council  in  1755-56-57-60  and  61.  He  was  deputy 
in  1758-59-61-62-63-64;  and  was  assistant  in  1768- 
69-72-73.  He  was  chosen  a deacon  in  Rev.  Gardner 
Thurston’s  Church  in  1769.  He  went  to  the  north- 
western part  of  iMassachusetts  in  1773,  where  he 
purchased  land,  and  in  1774  sold  his  farm  in  Middle- 
town  and  removed  to  his  land  in  Lanesboro,  Mass. 
There  he  continued  to  receive  important  offices  of 
trust,  was  Judge  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  first 
register  of  deeds  for  that  district,  and  the  first  town 
clerk  of  Cheshire.  He  died  Jan.  17,  1796,  and  his 
wddow  passed  away  March  17,  1797,  and  their  chil- 
dren w'ere : James,  born  Nov.  i,  1749:  Isaac,  born 
May  21,  1752;  Silas,  born  Jan.  5,  1756;  Ezra,  born 
Nov.  4,  1759;  Paul,  born  Aug.  20,  1762;  Henry, 
born  Jan.  31,  1766;  Peckham,  born  Dec.  28,  1767; 
Amy  C. 

(X)  Isaac  Barker,  son  of  James  (6),  born  iMay 
21,  1752,  married  (first)  Feb.  12,  1775,  Sarah  Peck- 
ham, born  Aug.  9,  1756,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Naomi  (Weeden)  Peckham.  She  died  Oct.  29, 
1832,  and  he  married  (second)  in  1833,  Welthian, 
born  IMarch  14,  1785,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Sarah 
Tripp.  Mr.  Barker  was  a carpenter  and  farmer 
and  resided  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  He  built  a house 
for  his  father  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  in  1773.  For 
more  than  a year  l>eginning  in  August,  1778,  he 


performed  valuable  and  dangerous  services  for  the 
Continental  army.  [See  Cow'ell’s  Spirit  of  ’76  in 
Rhode  Island.]  When  the  British  took  possession 
of  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1776,  a regiment 
of  Hessians  was  cpiartered  on  the  farm  of  Isaac 
Berker,  of  Middletown,  and  took  up  their  abode  in 
his  family.  Barker  deceived  the  Colonel,  pretend- 
ing to  be  a strong  Tory,  and  arranged  secret  signals 
with  Lieut.  Chapin,  of  Col.  Sherburne's  Regiment, 
in  Little  Compton,  to  disclose  British  plans,  and  his 
services  to  the  cause  of  Independence  were  acknowl- 
edged by  Gen.  Gates  to  have  been  of  great  import- 
ance. He  was  deputy  in  1794-95-1805-06-07-08-11- 
14-15-16.  He  died  Sept.  7,  1834,  and  is  buried  in 
tbe  cemetery  in  Middletowm,  R.  I.  His  widow  Wel- 
thian died  Feb.  7,  1867.  His  children  w^ere : Anna, 
born  Oct.  28,  1776;  Stephen,  born  Oct.  26,  1779; 
Job,  born  July  19,  1781,  died  Nov.  2,  1795;  Dorcas, 
born  Dec.  14,  1782,  married  April  ii,  1805,  John 
Barker,  born  Dec.  19,  1777,  son  of  David  and  Eu- 
nice (Sherman)  Barker,  who  died  Dec.  19,  1858, 
having  children : Job  M.,  Lucinda,  Robinson  P., 
and  Benedict;  James,  born  Dec.  28,  1784,  died  Jan. 
5,  1788;  Cyrus,  born  Aug.  25,  1786;  Ira,  born  Aug. 
I,  1788,  died  unmarried,  Oct.  8,  1840;  Sarah  A.,  born 
April  6,  1790,  died  May  9,  1791  ; James,  born  April 
20,  1792;  Hiram,  born  iMarch  7,  1794. 

(XI)  Cyrus  Barker,  son  of  Isaac,  Ixjrn  Aug. 
25,  1786,  married  March  3 (or  13),  1808,  Ann  Lock- 
wood  Arnold,  born  April  18,  1787,  daughter  of  Jos- 
eph and  Deborah  (Hacker)  Arnold,  and  resided  in 
iMiddletown  and  Providence,  R.  I.  In  1794  young 
Cyrus  went  to  Providence  to  live  with  one  William 
Peckham,  a kinsman,  who  brought  him  up,  and  with 
a son  of  whom  he  later  was  associated  in  business 
— beginning  in  1808,  under  tbe  firm  name  of  Peck- 
ham & Barker,  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 
He  was  the  first  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  silk 
worms,  and  his  son,  William  Cyrus,  as  a boy,  pulled 
the  mulberry  leaves  to  feed  them.  Mr.  Barker  was 
one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the  Providence 
Bank  for  Savings  in  1819.  He  was  early  connected 
with  the  First  Congregational  Church  (Unitarian) 
and  was  one  of  the  members  who  were  associated  in 
forming  the  Westminster  Church.  This  hardware 
business  alluded  to  is  still  continued  by  descendants 
of  iMr.  Barker.  Cyrus  Barker  died  July  27,  1870. 
His  wife  passed  away  Jan.  17,  1869.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Joseph  A.,  born  Feb.  20,  1809,  died 
unmarried,  Oct.  13,  1892;  Ann  S.,  born  April  17, 
1810,  married  March  16,  1836,  William  Peckham; 
Harriet  E.,  born  Aug.  29,  1811,  died  April  24,  1881  ; 
Frances  M.,  born  Feb.  13,  1813,  married  Dec.  20, 
1846,  Isaac  Barker,  born  July  19,  1813,  son  of  Ste- 
phen and  Martha  (Peckham)  Barker;  Emma  L., 
born  March  20,  1815,  married  Nov.  26,  1840,  Will- 
iam Whitaker,  son  of  Ede  and  Hannah ' (Bugbee) 
Whitaker;  James  Monroe,  born  June  16,  1817,  died 
at  sea  Aug.  27,  1833  ; William  F.,  born  Dec.  9. 
1821,  died  Sept.  2,  1823;  Edna  S.,  born  Nov.  20. 
1823,  married  Sept.  3,  1845,  Oliver  S.  Curtis,  born 
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Sept.  13,  1820,  son  of  Daniel  S.  and  Elizabeth 
(Sperry)  Curtis;  William  Cyrus,  born  April  29, 
1825,  married  June  i,  1852,  Hannah  Hoar  Russell, 
born  Sept.  16,  1831,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Phebe 
A.  (Child)  Russell;  Frederick  A.,  born  Sept.  8, 
1827,  married  May  29,  1851,  Lucinda  E.  Lewis, 
born  March  19,  1832,  daughter  of  Robert  Girdler 
and  Almira  A.  (Armington)  Lewis;  and  Laura  A., 
born  Jan.  2,  1831,  married  Sept.  30,  1869,  Isaac  Bar- 
ker, and  is  living  in  Middletown. 

(XII)  William  Cyrus  Barker,  son  of  Cyrus, 
born  April  29,  1825,  in  Providence,  in  the  house  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Friendship  and  Chestnut 
streets,  was  educated  in  the  little  old  red  school  house 
in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  attending  until  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age,  but  for  the  last  two  years 
had  only  three  months’  schooling  in  the  winter.  He 
remained  at  home  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was 
eighteen,  and  then,  in  1843,  came  to  Providence  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  After  serving  the 
usual  apprenticeship,  and  working  at  his  trade  as  a 
journeyman  for  two  or  three  years,  he  went,  in  1849, 
to  California  by  way  of  the  Horn,  and  made  his  re- 
turn trip  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  He  spent  two 
years  in  California  in  the  search  for  g’old,  but  as  he 
himself  put  it,  “his  life  there  was  richer  in  exper- 
ience than  in  gold.’’  Upon  his  return  in  1852  he  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  store  of  Barker,  Wdiitaker  & Co. 
(Barker,  Chadsey  & Co.),  and  continued  in  such 
position  until  i860,  when  he  became  a partner  in  the 
business.  He  continued  a member  of  this  firm 
until  1882,  when  he  retired  from  business.  In  his 
business  life  he  enjoyed  in  full  measure  the  success 
which  comes  to  good  judgment,  industry  and  hon- 
esty. i\Ir.  Barker  has  lived  retired  for  nearly  twen- 
ty-five years  enjoying  the  fruits  of  thirty  years  of 
close  attention  to  work.  He  has  a summer  home  in 
Barrington,  which  he  bought  in  1882,  and  a winter 
home  in  Providence.  In  politics  IMr.  Barker  has 
been  a Republican,  whose  Republicanism  has  rung 
true  in  every  political  act  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  city  council  from  the  Fifth  ward  for 
the  years  1879-80.  He  is  a member  of  the  First 
Universalist  Church  of  Providence,  and  a member 
of  the  association  of  California  Pioneers  of  New 
England,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

On  June  i,  1852,  William  Cyrus  Barker  married 
Hannah  Hoar  Russell,  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1831, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Phebe  A.  (Child)  Russell, 
and  they  had  three  children ; Annie  Arnold,  born 
j\Iay  29,  1854,  married  Abiel  F.  Davis,  of  Davis  & 
Davis,  brokers;  Cyrus,  born  April  19,  i860,  married 
Nora  Bowen,  daughter  of  William  H.  Bowen,  of 
Warren ; and  William  Burnside,  born  Sept.  29, 
1862.  Though  in  his  eightieth  year  Mr.  Barker  en- 
joys the  best  of  health,  and  moves  with  an  elasticity 
of  step  and  buoyancy  of  manner  that  many  half  his 
age  might  well  imitate.  Mr.  Barker  and  his  brother 
are  gentlemen,  somewhat  of  the  old  school,  and  are 
splendid  types  of  the  careful  yet  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  a quarter  century  ago. 


(XII)  Frederick  Augustus  Barker,  son  of 
Cyrus,  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  Pawtucket, 
and  formerly  for  many  years  a Providence  business 
man  of  the  firm  of  Barker,  Chadsey  & Co.,  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1827,  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Friend- 
ship and  Chestnut  streets.  Providence.  From  the 
time  he  was  eight  until  twelve  years  of  age,  he  at- 
tended school  at  the  red  school  house  near  the  old 
Barker  homestead  in  Middletown.  When  twelve 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Providence  and  became  a 
pupil  in  the  private  school  of  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn, 
which  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  old  Universalist 
Church  and  where  the  Boston  Store  now  stands. 
He  was  a student  in  the  school  from  January,  1840, 
to  April  5,  1841,  when  he  left  school  to  become  a 
clerk  in  his  brother’s  store.  In  the  spring  of  1830, 
Cyrus  Barker,  his  father,  was  succeeded  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  the  Butler  building,  next  to  the 
Arcade,  by  Joseph  Barker,  his  son,  and  Thomas 
Brown,  the  firm  being  known  as  Brown  & Barker, 
and  it  was  into  this  firm  that  young  Barker  went  as 
a clerk  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  This  business 
had  been  established  in  1776,  by  William  Peckham, 
in  a bedroom  in  his  own  house,  he  being  a carpenter 
and  builder,  and  keeping  those  articles  of  builders’ 
supplies  more  for  his  own  private  use.  Later  Will- 
iam Whitaker,  a brother-in-law,  who  was  a book- 
keeper, became  a member  of  the  firm.  It  is  perhaps 
the  oldest  firm  in  Providence,  or  in  Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  Barker  was  a clerk  in  the  firm  until  1852,  when 
he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Brown,  Barker 
& Co.,  then  consisting  of  Thomas  Brown,  Joseph 
Barker,  William  Whitaker  and  Frederick  A.  Bar- 
ker. Joseph  Barker  retired  from  the  firm  in  1856, 
and  William  Cyrus,  another  brother,  came  into  the 
firm  a couple  of  years  later.  The  constituent  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  continued  the  same  until  1879, 
when  Mr.  Whitaker  died.  In  1881,  George  H. 
Chadsey,  who  had  been  a clerk  in  the  firm,  be- 
came a partner  and  the  firm  became  Barker,  Chad- 
sey & Co.  William  Cyrus  Barker  drew  out  in 
the  eighties.  The  firm  now  consists  of  Fred- 
erick A.  Barker,  his  son  Robert,  James  Field 
and  Fred  Kelley,  who  was  a clerk  for  some  years. 
Because  of  its  uniform  success  for  more  than  a 
century  and  a quarter,  it  stands  as  one  of  the  stanch, 
substantial  institutions  of  the  State.  With  this  firm 
Mr.  Frederick  A.  Barker  has  had  an  active  interest 
for  more  than  a half  century,  and  it  would  seem  only 
fair  to  infer  that  its  successful  career  had  been  in  a 
large  manner  directed  by  his  sound,  active  and  able 
management.  Mr.  Barker’s  home  is  the  large, 
stately  and  imposing  old  Harris  residence  in  Paw- 
tucket, built  in  1827,  and  purchased  by  him  in  i860. 
He  was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  North 
Providence  before  it  became  incorporated  as  a part 
of  Pawtucket,  and  was  president  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  when  the  City  of  Pawtucket  was  organ- 
ized, continuing  as  such  for  the  first  year.  He  was 
vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  was  a corporator  and  a trustee  of  the  Savings 
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Bank  of  Pawtucket,  until  it  was  absorbed  by  the 
Slater  Trust  Company. 

On  May  29,  1851,  Air.  Frederick  A.  Barker  mar- 
ried Lucinda  E.  Lewis,  who  was  born  March  19, 
1832,  daughter  of  Robert  Girdler  and  Almira  A. 
( Armington)  Lewis,  and  their  children  were  : Robert 
Lewis,  born  in  1852;  Frederick  Eugene,  born  1854; 
Agnes  Freeze,  born  1858,  married  Frederick  W. 
Easton,  treasurer  of  the  Easton  & Burnham  Alanu- 
facturing  Company  of  Pawtucket.  Air.  Barker  is 
one  of  the  highly  respected  and  venerated  of  the 
older  citizens  of  Pawtucket.  The  record  of  his  life 
and  the  fullness  of  his  years,  speak  eloquently  of 
unselfishness  and  honor. 

' (XIII)  Frederick  Eugene  Barker,  son  of  Fred- 
erick Augustus,  born  Alarch  31,  1854,  in  Providence, 
R.  L,  married  Alay  ii,  1880,  Stella  F.  Smith,  of 
Pawtucket,  R.  1.  Air.  Barker  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Pawtucket,  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school,  then  furthered  his  education  in  Alowry  and 
Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School  at  Providence. 
After  his  school  days  were  over,  in  1871,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
hardware  establishment  of  Barker,  Chadsey  & Co., 
at  Providence,  remaining  with  this  concern  until 
1884,  in  which  year  he  went  into  business  for  him- 
I self,  establishing  a hardware  business  in  Pawtucket, 

! the  location  of  his  store  being  at  the  corner  of  Alain 
street  and  East  Avenue.  The  business  firm  was 
! styled  E.  Eugene  Barker  & Co.,  and  since  1891  the 
I location  of  the  business  has  been  at  No.  226  Alain 
street. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  Air.  Barker  occupies 
a high  position  in  social  and  business  circles,  the 
prominence  and  distinction  of  his  forefathers  here 
in  Rhode  Island  for  two  and  a half  centuries  not 
warranting  otherwise.  Thoroughly  prepared  for 
commercial  life,  enterprising  and  energetic,  he  has 
pushed  his  business  to  success,  and  the  prestige  of 
his  lineage  with  his  own  fitness  and  capabilities  for 
social  position  have  made  him  a popular  acquisition 
to  social  life.  He  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
made  eligible  through  his  great-grandfather,  Isaac 
Barker,  a patriot  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Alen’s  Association  and  of 
the  T.  K.  Club.  His  political  affiliations  are  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  officially  in 
the  home  organization  styled  the  Garfield  Club.  Air. 
Barker’s  children  are:  Louise,  born  Dec.  2,  1886; 
and  Agnes,  born  ATay  22,  1891. 

WILLI  A AT  EDGAR  COLLEY,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  E.  Colley,  was  born  in  Providence,  R. 
L,  Aug.  16,  1859.  On  his  mother’s  side  he  is 
descended  from  Gov.  John  Cranston.  In  the  pa- 
ternal line  he  is  a descendant  of  a family  whose 
most  distinguished  member  was  the  great  Duke  of 
Wellington. 

The  Irish  family  of  O’Cowley  or  Cowley,  which 
has  been  modernized  to  Colley,  is  descended  from 


Cu  Uladh  (cu-Liha)  an  t-Sioda  (meaning  "The  Ul- 
ster Silken  Warrior’’),  who  is  No.  108  on  the 
“Flinn”  (Lords  of  Tuitre  or  Northern  Clanaboy) 
pedigree,  and  who  lived  about  the  period  of  the 
English  Invasion  of  Ireland. 

In  Gloucestershire,  England,  there  was  a family 
of  “Cowley”  or  Colley,  who  took  their  name  from 
Cowley,  a manor  place  in  that  shire.  Those  Cow- 
leys were  descended  from  Harding,  the  Dane,  who 
was  also  ancestor  of  the  Berkeley  (or  Berkly) 
family.  In  English  wills  the  name  has  been  vari- 
ously written  “Cowley,”  “Colley”  and  “Coll.” 

According  to  a London  Visitation,  there  were 
Cowleys  in  London,  who  claimed  descent  from  a 
Staffordshire  family  of  that  name  but  of  whom  we 
can  learn  nothing.  Neither  can  we  learn  anything 
of  the  Cowleys  of  Rutlandshire,  from  whom  some 
members  of  the  Alornington  family  would  claim 
descent.  But  we  venture  to  say  that  it  is  mere 
conjecture  to  claim  for  the  ‘‘Cowley’’  of  Alorning- 
ton family  either  an  English  or  an  ancient  Irish 
origin. 

Several  persons  of  the  name  of  “Cowley”  were 
merchants  in  Bristol  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
centuries ; and,  as  proved  by  old  Bristol  wills, 
Bristol  at  that  period  carried  on  a brisk-  trade  with 
Drogheda  and  Limerick.  It  is  therefore  thougiit 
by  some  of  the  family  that  it  was  from  Gloucester- 
shire the  Alornington  branch  of  the  “Cowley” 
family  came  to  Ireland,  because  Walter  Cowley  or 
Colley,  who  was  an  ancestor  of  the  Alornington 
family,  lived  in  Drogheda-,  A.  D.,  1537. 

Commencing  with  said  Walter’s  father  the 
pedigree  of  the  Alornington  “Cowley”  or  “Colley” 
family  down  to  the  great  Duke  of  AVellington,  who 
died  in  1852,  follows: 

(I)  Robert  Cowley  or  Colley,  who  was  Bailiff 
of  Dublin  in  1515,  and  who  must  have  been  a very 
old  man  when  he  died  in  or  before  1547  (for  in 
1537  he  was  called  “old  Colley”),  married  and  had 
two  sons. 

(II)  Robert  Colley  (2),  son  of  Robert,  was 
clerk  of  the  Crown  in  1530,  and  Alaster  of  the 
Rolls  in  1530. 

(III)  Sir  Henry  Colley  was  appointed  to 
Dangan  in  1586,  and  had  a grant  of  the  estate  of 
Castlecarbery  in  1563. 

(IV)  Sir  Henry  Colley  (2)  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  Adam  Loftus,  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

(V)  Sir  Henry  Colley  (died  1673)  married 
Ann,  daughter  of  Christopher  Peyton,  and  had  a 
son  Dudley. 

(VI)  Dudley  Colley  (died  1674)  married  Ann 
Warren. 

(VII)  Henry  Colley  married  Alary,  daughter 
of  Archbishop  Usher. 

(VIII)  Richard  Colley,  Lord  Alornington  (died 
1758),  assumed  the  name  of  Wesley  or  Welles- 
lev. 

(IX)  Garrett  (died  1784),  Earl  of  Alorning- 
ton, married  Ann  Hill. 
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(X)  Arthur  Colley,  or  Arthur  W'ellesley,  the 
Great  Duke  of  Wellington,  was  born  i\lay  i,  1769, 
at  Dangah  Castle,  in  the  County  of  Meath,  and  died 
in  1852. 

In  Burke's  Peerage  we  read  that  the  family 
name  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  originally 
Cowley  or  Colley ; and  that  Richard  Colley,  first 
Lord  Mornington  (VIII  on  this  pedigree)  assumed 
the  surname  and  arms  of  Wesley  or  Wellesley, 
etc. 

William  Colley,  the  great-grandfather  of  Wil- 
liam Edgar  Colley,  came  over  from  England  with 
two  brothers  and  a sister  in  1774.  He  and  his 
sister  settled  in  Marblehead.  He  married  Miss 
Goss,  and  they  had  four  children,  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Bowden),  Rebecca  (j\Irs.  Eldredge),  Mary  (Mrs. 
Bartlett)  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  Colley,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
Marblehead  in  1787.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  captured  by  the  English.  He  married 
for  his  first  wife  Hannah  George,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  Richard,  Elizabeth  and  Dorothy. 
He  afterward  married  Sallie  Dodd,  who  was  born 
in  iMarblehead  in  1804,  daughter  of  William  Dodd, 
and  to  this  marriage  were  born  four  children, 
Thomas  William,  Cornelius  and  Sallie,  the  last 
named  dying  in  infancy. 

Thomas  Colley,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sallie 
(Dodd)  Colley,  was  born  in  Marblehead,  iMass., 
C3ct.  26,  1829,  and  died  in  Warren,  R.  1.,  March 
6,  1890.  His  wife,  iMary  E.  Bowden  Colley,  was 
born  in  Marblehead,  Alay  7,  1838.  Their  family 
consisted  of  five  children,  namely:  Emma  Louise, 
who  died  in  infancy;  William  E.,  born  Aug.  16, 
1859;  Henry  W.,  born  Aug.  29,  1861  ;*  Melissa 

May,  born  in  1868;  and  Alice  Louise,  who  mar- 
ried James  Wallace,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  and  had 
two  children,  Delmar  and  Marion. 

William  Edgar  Colley  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Prince’s  Hill  Academy  in  Barrington. 
He  engaged  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  attending  a Y.  ]\I.  C.  A.  training  school 
at  Harrisburg,  I’a.  He  was  general  secretary  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Worcester  and  at  Salem,  Mass., 
in  1880,  and  in  1883  made  secretary  of  the 
Y.  M.  Ci.  A.  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  While  there  he 
succeeded  in  raising  the  sum  of  $200,000  for  a 
building  for  the  society.  He  was  made  State  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Secretary  for  Connecticut  about  1893, 
and  retained  the  office  two  years.  Property  to  the 
value  of  over  $500,000  was  added  to  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  holdings  of  the  State  Association  while  he  held 
the  office,  showing  his  eminent  ability  and  fitness 
for  this  work.  He  has  spoken  in  the  interests  of 
the  young  men  in  all  the  large  cities  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Colley  relinquished  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  to 
engage  in  the  banking  business  at  Bridgeport,  and 
in  1895  came  to  Providence,  where  he  is  at  the  head 
of  a most  successful  private  banking  and  brokerage 
company,  maintaining  an  office  also  in  Boston.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Pequonnock  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  1. 


O.  O.  F. ; the  Oriental  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  Salem, 
IMass.,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A. 
E.  & A.  M.  He  is  connected  with  several  b.usiness 
associations,  and  is  an  able  agent  of  financial  cor- 
porations. 

On  Sept.  1880,  Mr.  Colley  married  Ruth  W. 
Smith,  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  Martha  Smith,  of 
Barrington,  R.  I.  They  have  had  four  children, 
Richard  Sayford,  Robert  House,  Dwight  Town- 
send, and  Elizabeth  Joy  (who  died  in  infancy). 

Henry  Wheaton  Colley,  born  Aug.  29,  1861, 
son  of  Thomas  and  brother  of  William  Edgar,  mar- 
ried, June  12,  1884,  Evelyn  L.  Litchfield,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  They  have  three  children : Ethel 
Congdon,  Raymond  Wheaton  and  Russell  Litch- 
field. 

BRIGHTMAN  (Tiverton  family).  Since 
along  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
for  now  some  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  and  more 
years,  the  Brightmans  of  southern  Rhode  Island  and 
that  part  of  Massachusetts  adjacent  thereto  have 
been  a continuous  family,  and  the  generations  that 
have  come  and  gone  through  that  long  period  have 
given  a good  account  of  themselves  in  the  social, 
business  and  religious  life  of  that  section.  Hon. 
Henry  Brightman,  the  forerunner  of  this  name  here, 
the  Portsmouth  and  Newport,  R.  I.,  settler,  and 
who  also  figured  in  Freetown,  Mass.,  was,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  records,  an  active  and  prominent  man 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  Colony.  He  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1671,  and  in  that  same  year  was  appoint- 
ed a juryman.  A few  years  later  he  disposed  of 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Taunton  river.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  purchasers  of  what  became  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  but  never  settled  there.  He  was 
dei)uty  in  1682-85-90  and  1691  ; constable  in  1687, 
and  was  on  the  grand  jury  in  the  following  year. 
In  1691  he  bought  a half  lot  in  Freetown,  and  sold 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  Portsmouth  in  1704.  He  was 
deputy  from  Newport  in  1705-06-08-09.  He  died 
in  1728,  and  his  wife,  Joan,  passed  away  before 
1716. 

The  Brightmans  have  been  largely  a Massa- 
chusetts family,  well  represented  in  the  towns  of 
Bristol  county.  Fall  River  was  the  birthplace  and 
early  home  of  the  late  Hon.  William  J.  Brightman, 
of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Brightman  & Company,  large  producers 
of  fish  oil  and  fertilizers,  Mr.  Brightman  himself 
being  known  as  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  his  son,  the  ])resent  Hon.  William  E. 
Brightman,  of  Tiverton  and  Newport,  is  very  wide- 
ly known  as  a zealous  temperance  advocate  and 
I)rominent  Prohibitionist,  and  several  times  the 
nominee  of  his  party  for  the  governorship  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Capt.  Jacob  Brightman,  a descendant  of  the  orig- 
inal settler,  and  father  of  the  late  Hon.  William  J. 
Brightman,  of  Tiverton,  was  born  May  9,  1796. 
He  married  Oct.  5,  1820,  Ruth  Church,  a descendant 


RHODE  ISLAND 


509 


of  Richard  Church,  the  progenitor  of  one  of  the 
historic  and  distinguished  families  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  a member  of  which.  Col.  lienja- 
min  Church,  was  the  conqueror  of  King  Philip. 
Jacob  Brightman  died  Sept.  2,  1855.  His  wife, 
Ruth,  was  born  Feb.  24,  1804,  being  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Church,  and  sister  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph 
Church,  of  Tiverton,  R.  1.  (a  record  of  the  Church 
family  is  found  elsewhere  in  these  volumes).  To 
Jacob  and  Ruth  (Church)  Brightman  were  born  the 
following  children:  Joanna  H.,  born  April  20, 
1822,  who  married  Caleb  Read ; a daughter,  born 
Sept.  6,  1825,  who  died  Sept.  19,  1825;  Frederick 
Augustus,  born  Dec.  18,  1826;  Jacob,  Jr.,  born  April 

28,  1828,  who  died  Sept.  19,  1829;  Ruth,  born  Dec. 

26,  1830,  who  married  Richard  Durfee,  and  died 
Feb.  18,  1883;  Jacob  (2)  born  May  2,  1832,  who 
married  (first)  Alary  Barker  and  (second)  Jane 
Reynolds;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  13,  1833, 
who  married  William  Stoddard ; Abner  Smith,  born 
May  14,  1835,  who  died  April  29,  1837;  William 
Jason,  born  July  7,  1837,  who  is  mentioned  below; 
Joseph  Church,  born  July  31,  1839,  Aug. 

29,  1840;  Joseph  Church  (2),  born  July  19,  1841, 
who  married  Fannie  Bacon,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Addie,  who  married  William  Gray,  of  IMrtsmouth, 
R.  I.;  Ruth  Simmons,  born  Nov.  9,  1843,  who  died 
Sept.  5,  1845  ; George  Whitfield,  born  Feb.  21,  1845, 
who  married  Mary  Keller ; Caroline  Frances,  born 
June  8,  1846,  wife  of  Andrew  Crapo;  and  Andrew 
Wilson,  born  Nov.  19,  1848,  who  left  home  when  a 
young  man,  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since. 

W'lLLiAM  J.  Brigiit.m.an,  SOU  of  Jacob  and 
Ruth  (Church)  Brightman,  was  born  July  7,  1837, 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  principally  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Fall  River,  Mass.  He  made  frequent  trips  to 
Southern  ports  and  Havana,  Cuba.  At  the  close  of 
the  Civil  war  he  located  in  the  town  of  Tiverton, 
R.  I.,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  was 
one  of  the  most  active,  enterprising  and  progressive 
business  men  of  that  locality.  For  some  thirty- 
five  years  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  menhaden 
fishing  and  for  a large  part  of  the  time  also  in  the 
food  fishing  business.  He  was  at  first  identified 
with  the  Church  Brothers,  in  the  days  when  they 
depended  on  sailing  vessels  to  carry  the  fish  to  their 
factory.  In  1871  he  associated  himself  with  Capt. 
Albert  Gray,  establishing  the  business  of  William 
J.  Brightman  & Company  for  the  production  of  fish 
oil  and  fertilizer.  About  1873  Mr.  Isaac  Brown  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm.  .In  1874,  menhaden 
fish  being  abundant  and  of  the  first  quality  in  the 
state  of  Alaine,  Mr.  Brightman  was  instrumental  in 
forming  a corporation  with  the  capitalization  of 
$40,000  to  operate  in  that  state.  A factory  was  pur- 
chased at  Bremen,  Maine,  and  the  steam  vessels 
“Lottie  Alorrill”  and  “Paulina  Wdlbur’’  were  built 
by  the  company  and  the  steamboat  “Emma”  pur- 
chased. Mr.  Brightman  acted  as  agent  and  treas- 
urer of  the  corporation.  The  business  was  success- 
ful until  about  1880,  when  menhaden,  for  some  rea- 


son came  in  only  small  quantities  to  these  waters. 
.The  steamers  were  sent  to  Rhode  Island  waters, 
the  main-  factory  and  site  being  eventually  sold. 
In  1879  Capt.  George  F.  Nickerson,  an  experienced 
seafaring  man  and  fisherman,  became  a member  of 
the  Tiverton  firm,  and  in  1885  Captain  Gray  retired. 
Previous  to  this  time  the  steam  vessels  “Fearless” 
and  “Seaconnet”  were  built.  In  1886  the  firm  secured 
a location  in  the  town  of  Swansea,  Alass.,  for  the 
manufacture  of  commercial  fertilizers.  After  man- 
ufacturing commercial  fertilizers  for  several  years 
this  part  of  the  business  was  sold  to  the  Bradley 
P'ertilizer  Company,  of  Boston,  Alassachusetts. 

In  1898  William  J.  Brightman  & Company  sold 
their  interest  in  the  menhaden  business  to  the 
.American  Fisheries  Company,  now  known  as  the 
Fisheries  Company.  The  fishing  gear  for  the  food 
fish  business  of  the  company,  which  was  the  catch- 
ing of  scup,  sea-bass  and  other  fish  off  Newport, 
R.  I.,  was  purchased  by  Air.  Brightman,  who  carried 
on  that  line  the  rest  of  his  life.  The  steamer  “E. 
T.  DeBlois”  was  purchased  by  him  this  same  year, 
1898. 

Air.  Brightman  for  nearly  forty  years  was  close- 
ly and  actively  identified  with  the  interests  and 
affairs  of  the  town  of  Tiverton,  doing  much  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  town.  In  political  faith 
he  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school,  but  never  cared 
for  nor  sought  public  office,  although  he  gave  lib- 
erally of  his  time  and  means  to  all  objects  which 
were  for  the  betterment  of  the  community.  Although 
not  a member  he  was  an  attendent  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  was  liberal 
in  his  support  of  the  same.  Socially  he  was  a 
member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  AL, 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  Air.  Brightman  was  a most 
estimable  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  upright  in 
all  his  dealings.  He  was  charitable  and  generous 
in  his  make-up — one  of  his  strong  characteristics ; 
he  took  pleasure  in  giving,  and  his  charities  were 
always  bestowed  with  a free  and  willing  hand,  but 
always  in  a modest  and  unpretentious  manner.  Lie 
was  always  ready  to  aid  in  all  work  which  had  for 
its  object  the  betterment  of  society  and  the  welfare 
of  his  less  fortunate  fellow-beings.  Air.  Brightman 
possessed  a genial,  affable  manner,  which  won  him 
hosts  of  stanch  friends ; he  was  a man  who  knew 
everybody  and  everybody  knew  him.  In  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  liome  in  Tiverton,  Oct.  5, 
1901,  the  community  lost  a good  and  honored  citi- 
zen, and  his  family  a kind  and  devoted  husband  and 
father. 

(i)n  .April  16,  1863,  Air.  Brightman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  Louisa  Jane  Davis,  daughter  of 
Edward  Bailey  and  Betsey  Valentine  (Cory)  Da- 
vis, of  Fall  River,  Alass.,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
with  one  son,  William  E.  Brightman.  Airs.  Bright- 
man was  an  affectionate  wife  and  mother,  and  a 
devoted  helpmate  to  her  husband.  Like  him,  she 
was  charitable.  She  was  a member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church  of  Fall  River,  Alass. 
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William  Everett  Erightman,  only  ken  of  the  which  he  is  also  a prominent  factor.  He  is  much  I 
late  William  Jason  Brightman  and  his  wife  Louisa  interested  in  town  affairs,  being  one  of  the  promo- 
jane  Davis,  was  born  June  24,  1868,  in  Tiverton,  ters  of  the  Citizen’s  Good  Government  Club  of  Tiv- 
R.  1.  His  early  educational  training  was  begun  erton,  R.  I.,  an  organization  seeking  the  betterment 
in  the  common  schools  and  a private  school  of  his  of  the  town  in  all  lines. 

native  town,  after  which  he  attended  a private  school  Socially  Mr.  Brightman  is  a member  of  Eureka 
taught  by  Miss  Lucy  C.  Hill,  at  Fall  River,  and  the  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a 
high  school  of  the  latter  city.  He  then  took  a course  past  master ; he  is  also  a member  of  Aquidneck 
in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Commercial  School  in  Prov-  Chapter,  No.  9,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L, 
idence.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  Aquidneck  Chapter,  No.  7,  O.  E.  S.,  of  New- 
years,  he  immediately  went  into  business,  his  first  port,  R.  I.  He  also  holds  membership  in  Fall  River 
venture  being  a boat  letting  establishment  and  fish  Lodge,  No.  219,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Nonquit  Grange,  of 
market  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.  Soon  after  the  firm  of  Tiverton;  the  Radical  Club  of  Providence;  and  the 
William  J.  Brightman  & Company  established  their  Life  Underwriters’  Association,  of  Boston, 
fertilizer  plant  at  Swansea,  Mass.,  he  took  on  largely  Mr.  Brightman  affiliates  with  the  Central  Bap- 
the  selling  department  of  the  fertilizer  business,  tist  Church  of  Tiverton,  and  is  liberal  in  his  sup- 
The  business  was  sold  to  the  Bradley  Fertilizer  Com-  port  of  the  same.  He  is  unmarried,  making  his 
pany  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1893.  Mr.  Brightman  home  in  Tiverton,  with  his  widowed  mother.  Like 
continued  as  general  agent  of  the  Brightman  and  his  father,  Mr.  Brightman  is  enterprising  and  pro- 
afterward the  Church  branch  of  the  fertilizer  busi-  gressive,  and  in  his  various  business  enterprises 
ness  for  the  Bradley  Fertilizer  Company  for  a period  has  met  with  deserving  success  due  to  his  thrift, 
of  about  six  years.  From  1890  until  the  present  energy  and  natural  business  acumen,  and  as  a busi- 
time  he  has  been  representing  some  of  the  largest  ness  man  and  citizen  commands  the  respect  of  all 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  wholesale  fish  mer-  who  know  him. 
chants  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  his  business  being  the 

buying  and  soliciting  of  fresh  fish  at  this  point  for  SAUNDERS.  Stephen  Saunders,  the  great- 
these  markets.  grandfather  of  Captain  Stillman  and  Martin  Luther 

In  1900  Mr.  Brightman  established  himself  in  Saunders,  of  Saunderstown,  R.  I.,  was  born  in  Wes- 
the  real  estate  business  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  locating  terly,  R.  I.  He  became  the  father  of  these  children: 
in  a building  which  stood  on  Thames  street  where  Samuel,  Stephen,  John  Aldrich,  Elias,*  Mary,  Es- 
now  stands  the  Newport  Trust  Company’s  banking  therette,  Susan,  Lydia  and  Kittie. 
house,  where  he  remained  but  about  six  months,  We  are  permitted  to  quote  from  the  Narragan- 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  location  at  the  cor-  sett  Historical  Register  in  regard  to  John  Aldrich 
ner  of  Spring  and  Franklin  streets.  He  later  added  Saunders:  “Comparatively  few  persons  are  now 
insurance  to  his  real  estate  business,  and  in  1904  he  living  who  remember  the  late  Captain  John  Aldrich 
purchased  the  Ward  Insurance  Agency  on  Thames  Saunders,  a man  of  excellent  character,  and  inge- 
street,  and  since  that  time  has  conducted  success-  nuity  as  a shipwright.  He  suggested  numerous  im- 
fully  both  offices.  In  1900  Air.  Brightman  became  provements  that  culminated  in  the  first  ‘three-mast- 
interested  in  the  oyster  business  and  is  at  present  ed  schooner’  that  was  ever  built,  at  least  that  we 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Seaconnet  River  Oyster  have  any  account  of.  The  fact  that  the  origin  of 
Company  which  has  extensive  beds  covering  three  this  class  of  vessels,  now  so  numerous,  has  been 
hundred  acres  of  land  and  is  at  the  present  time  ascribed  to  him  during  a period  of  about  fifty  years, 
doing  an  exceptionally  good  business.  Mr.  Bright-  seems  to  warrant  his  right  to  it. 
man  is  at  the  present  time  treasurer  and  one  of  the  “Such  a benefactor  to  commerce,  that  is  so  great 
directors  of  the  Independent  Ice  & Cold  Storage  a civilizer  of  mankind,  ought  not  to  be  left  out 
Company  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  who  at  the  present  time  without  a record.  A brief  mention  of  some  of  the 
have  a large  ice  business  and  are  building  an  ex-  circumstances  of  his  life  may  lead  to  a more  just 
tensive  cold  storage  plant  which  is  expected  to  be  and  comprehensive  one.  He  was  born  at  Shadwic 
ready  for  business  in  the  early  part  of  1908.  Since  Weir  (now  Niantic),  near  Pawcatuck  Bridge  (now 
his  father’s  death  Mr.  Brightman  has  extended  the  Westerly),  R.  I.,  in  1786;  and  died  at  Tower  Hill, 
trap  fishing  business  which  his  father  had  estab-  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  in  March,  1832. 
fished  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  plants  in  that  “He  appears  to  have  devoted  himself  to  boat- 
line  along  the  coast.  building  from  boyhood,  and  to  have  discovered  that 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Brightman  is  a stalwart  the  American  sycamore — buttonwood — that  is  near- 
advocate of  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition  party,  ly  valueless  for  other  purposes,  is  the  best  wood 
in  the  councils  of  which  party  he  takes  a prominent  for  keels  that  New  England  affords,  and  to  have 
part,  and  upon  three  different  occasions  has  been  used  and  tested  it  accordingly.  Living  when  large 
his  party’s  choice  for  governor  of  the  State  of  vessels  were  not  required,  he  built  craft  of  light 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Execu-  draught  and  tonnage  only,  at  locations  and  places 
tive  Committee  of  the  party,  and  is  as  well  a trus-  as  follows: 

tee  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  in  the  interests  of  ‘Tn  1809,  he  built  at  his  father’s  house  near 
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Dorrville,  and  five  miles  from  Westerly,  his’fir&t 
vessel,  a fishing  sloop,  which  he  named  the  ‘Cath- 
erine.’ She  was  25  tons  burden,  and  was  built  for 
his  own  use,  but  was  afterwards  sold  to  Peter  Tebo 
for  $500  in  specie.  His  wife  Catherine  spun  yarn, 
tow  and  linen,  and  his  sister  Lydia  wove  it  into 
cloth,  when  it  was  sent  to  New  London  to  be 
cut  and  made  into  sails.  With  his  own  hands  he 
shaped  the  tools  which  he  used  in  shaping  the  hull. 
It  was  rolled  on  huge  wheels  to  Pawcatuck  river, 
distant  some  five  miles.  With  it  he  removed  his 
family  to  Newport,  wdiere  he  had  better  facilities 
for  building.  He  located  his  shipyard  on  Audley 
Clarke’s  wharf,  near  the  present  Perry  Mill  estate. 
After  selling  the  ‘Catherine,’  he  took  the  money  to 
build  his  second  boat,  the  ‘King  Fisher,’  a fishing 
sloop  of  about  30  tons,  the  keel  of  which  was  laid 
in  this  yard.  This  vessel  was  launched  in  1811.  She 
was  a very  good  sailing  vessel,  and  he  commanded 
it  himself.  He  brought  fish  from  Nantucket  to  New 
Haven  and  Providence  markets.  During  the  year 

1812  she  was  chartered  by  Rouse  Babcock,  of  Wes- 
terly, to  take  a load  of  goods  from  Newport  to  Wes- 

, terly.  She  sailed  out  of  Newport  with  a strong 

j breeze,  but  before  she  reached  Brenton’s  Reef  the 

wind  died  out  and  she  was  becalmed.  The  English 
man-of-war  ‘Orpheus’  lay  oft'  Brenton’s  Reef,  and, 
seeing  the  helpless  sloop,  sent  a barge  and  captured 
I her.  She  was  taken  alongside  and  unloaded,  the 

j sailors  feasting  on  gingerbread  which  they  found 

: in  her  cargo.  Being  too  small  to  take  to  Halifax, 

Captain  Saunders  and  his  crew  were  set  at  liberty. 
Philip  Tappen,  observing  this  sight,  supposed  Cap- 
tain Saunders  was  trading  with  the  English,  and 
consequently  complained  of  him.  He  (Captain  Saun- 
ders) was  set  ashore  on  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  his 
vessel  sold  in  Nantucket  that  same  day.  Philip 
Tappen  was  shot.  Captain  Saunders  reached  main- 
land by  an  Indian  canoe,  and  plodded  his  way  home- 
ward on  foot  to  Westerly,  whither  he  had  removed 
his  family  a short  time  before — his  vessel  gone  and 
not  a cent  of  money  in  his  pocket,  and  all  the  clothes 
he  had  in  the  world  were  on  his  back.  Thus  dis- 
abled, he  built  small  vessels  for  a while,  and  about 

1813  he  removed  to  South  Kingstown. 

“On  the  training  lot,  at  the  foot  of  Tower  Hill, 
he  built  the  first  centre-board  vessel  that  was  ever 
built  in  this  section  of  the  country  or  in  Rhode  Island. 
She  was  called  the  ‘Dolphin,’  and  was  his  third 
vessel.  Though  but  few  vessels  are  built  these 
days  without  a centre-board,  this  vessel  was  a won- 
der on  account  of  it.  Captain  Saunders  ran  it  him- 
self a while,  general  freighting,  and  then  sold  her 
to  Adam  States,  of  Stonington,  Conn.  He  took  half 
the  price  in  stoneware,  which  he  sold  afterwards  in 
Newport  market. 

“His  fourth  vessel  was  the  ‘Eagle,’  a sloop  built 
on  the  training  lot  for  John  Jay  Watson  in  the  year 
1814.  She  was  used  in  the  general  freighting  busi- 
ness at  the  pier  that  Mr.  Watson  had  just  founded 
and  built  on  the  east  side  of  Boston  Neck,  where  he 
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'had  a valuable  farm,  and  was  about  a mile  north 
of  the  south  point  of  that  neck  of  land.  This  pier 
was  afterwards  destroyed  by  the  great  gale  of  Sept. 
23,  1815.  Mr.  Watson  sold  his  sloop  to  a party 
in  Wickford,  Rhode  Island. 

“The  ‘Eagle’  was  the  second  of  the  nine  vessels 
Captain  Saunders  built  on  the  training  lot  above 
named,  about  two  miles  west  of  ‘Watson’s  Pier,’ 
and  on  the  west  side  of  Pettesquamscutt  or  Narrow 
river,  and  a little  north  of  what  is  now  the  Central 
Bridge,  one  of  the  three  bridges  which  span  this 
river.  This  bridge  was  built  entirely  from  timber 
taken  from  the  ship  ‘Wampoa,’  and  planked  from 
her  sides.  It  was  built  by  John  Jay  Watson,  and  de- 
voted gratuitously  to  the  use  of  the  public.  The 
training  lot  extends  from  the  river  bank  back  to 
the  foot  of  Tower  Hill. 

“Captain  Edwin  Saunders,  a son  of  the  ship- 
wright, built  a house  a little  south  of  the  training 
lot  in  1838,  and  is  now  living  therein  at  this  date 
(1882).  This  training  lot  was  the  scene  of  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  famous  murderer,  Capt.  Thomas  Car- 
ter, of  Newport,  R.  I.,  who  was  hung  in  gibbets, 
April  14,  1751,  for  treacherously  assassinating  his 
benefactor  Jackson,  and  merely  for  the  sake  of  a 
small  sum  of  money — the  site  of  the  murder  being 
marked  by  a white  stone  that  is  in  the  wall  that 
marks  the  west  side  of  the  highway,  and  about 
one-third  of  a mile  from  the  present  ‘Tower  Hill 
Heights  House,’  near  Narrow  River  Cove,  anciently 
called  ‘Mumford’s  Cove.’ 

“The  fifth  vessel  was  the  ‘Commerce,’  built  by 
a stock  company  at  first,  and  was  worn  out  in  serv- 
ice at  the  pier.  She  was  a centre-board  vessel,  and 
was  built  in  1816  on  the  training  lot  for  Joseph 
Congdon,  then  lessee  of  the  ‘Original  Narragansett 
Pier,’  that  was  first  built  by  John  Robinson  about 
the  year  1750,  and  is^  what  is  now  known  as  the 
‘North  Pier,’  in  contradistinction  from  the  ‘South 
Pier,’  that  was  first  built  by  Joshua  Champlin  in  the 
years  1847-48,  and  which  now  belongs  to  Rowland 
and  John  N.  Hazard,  and  is  the  steamboat  landing 
as  well  as  the  railroad  terminus,  and  therefore  a 
place  of  considerable  commercial  importance. 

“At  the  time  of  the  building  of  this  centre-board 
vessel  ‘Commerce/  the  old  Narragansett  Pier  had 
just  been  destroyed  by  the  great  gale  of  Sept.  23, 
1815,  and  belonged  to  Rowland  Hazard  of  ‘Dale- 
carlia  House,’  that  is  near  to  and  southeast  from 
Peace  Dale,  of  which  he  was  proprietor  at  that 
time. 

“As  early  as  A.  D.  1820,  when  there  were  not  a 
dozen  dwellings  on  the  road  for  some  three  miles 
between  Sugar  Loaf  Hill  and  Watson’s  Corner,  on 
the  road  leading  West  from  Tower  Hill,  the  above 
named  Rowland  Hazard  used  frequently  to  remark 
that  persons  then  living  would  see  this  route  a con- 
tinuous village,  a conviction  that  has  been  verified 
by  the  past. 

“Previous  to  the  building  of  the  ‘Nonsuch’  by 
Captain  Saunders  in  1824,  pirogues,  vessels  with  no 
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centre-board  but  lee-boards  instead,  were  plenty. 
These  vessels  were  of  light  draught,  and  were  fur- 
nished with  the  lee-hoard  one  on  each  side  of  the 
deck,  and  used  only  when  sailing  to  the  windward, 
and  always  on  the  lee  side  so  that  it  was  necessary 
to  change  the  lee-board  every  tack — that  is,  when  the 
pirogue  makes  a tack  the  lee  side  changes,  so  that 
one  has  to  he  taken  in  on  deck  and  the  other  cast 
overboard  and  properly  adjusted  by  means  of  a 
rope,  involving  no  little  trouble  and  labor. 

“Captain  Saunders  had  constructed  the  ‘Com- 
merce’ with  a water  tight  casing  or  sheath  that  ex- 
tended from  the  decT  downward  to,  and  through  the 
keel  of  the  vessel.  In  this  sheath  a sectional  centre- 
board was  suspended  that  required  no  further  at- 
tention than  to  loose  the  rope  that  held  it  entirely 
within  the  sheath,  excepting  when  head  winds  re- 
quired its  use  as  a temporary  keel.  In  the  ‘Com- 
merce,’ this  movable  keel  was  made  in  three  different 
portions,  so  that  one,  two,  or  all  three  could  be  low- 
ered. It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  three  united 
in  one  would  work  better,  and  the  change  was  there- 
fore made.  The  celebrated  ‘Nailer  Tom’  did  the 
iron-work  about  tbe  keel,  sheath,  etc.,  when  this 
change  was  made. 

“His  sixth  vessel  was  the  ‘Dolphin,’  a fishing- 
smack,  built  on  the  training  lot  in  1816,  for  a iSir. 
Harris,  of  New  London,  Connecticut. 

“His  seventh  vessel  was  also  the  ‘Dolphin,’  a 
small  sloop,  built  on  the  training  lot  for  parties 
unknown. 

“His  eighth  cessel  was  the  sloop  ‘Sally,’  built  at 
Newport  on  Thomas  Dennis’  wharf  for  Captain 
Williams.  She  was  60  tons  burden,  and  went  to 
South  America  in  the  year  1817. 

“The  ninth  was  the  ‘Rising  Sun,’  a sloop  of  sixty 
tons,  built  at  old  Narragansett  Pier  for  himself  in 
1819;  was  for  general  freighting,  and  the  Captain 
ran  her  himself  until  he  sold  her. 

“The  tenth  was  the  ‘Narragansett,’  a sloop  of 
35  tons  burden.  Sbe  was  built  at  the  South  Ferry, 
and  owned  there  two  years,  when  she  was  sold  to 
Captain  Fish  of  Newport,  who  ran  her  to  North 
Carolina  freighting.  She  was  built  in  1820  for 
freighting  to  Newport  and  Providence.  The  Hon. 
E.  R.  Potter,  of  Little  Rest  (Kingston),  owned  the 
South  Ferry  estate  at  this  time,  and  from  him  James 
B.  H.  Potter  inherited  it.  Besides  a sloop  for 
freighting  purposes  to  and  from  Providence,  etc., 
two  passenger  ferry  boats  were  required,  and  of 
sufficient  size  to  carry  vehicles,  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
etc.  These  boats  were  open  but  very  stanch,  and 
of  about  a dozen  tons  burden,  with  a forecastle. 
As  late  as  1840  this  ferry  was  an  important  one, 
and  up  to  the  year  1800  there  was,  beside  this  South 
Ferry,  a North  Ferry  about  a mile  and  a half  fur- 
ther north. 

“His  eleventh  vessel  was  the  sloop  ‘Harriet,’  of 
120  tons,  built  in  the  year  1821  for  himself,  on  the 
shore  of  the  Pettesquamscutt  river,  north  of  the 
upper  bridge,  on  tbe  glebe  shore  directly  in  line 
with  the  house.  The  Glebe  was  the  parsonage 


house  of  the  Narragansett  Church,  a lovely  resi- 
dence, and  beautifully  situated  among  a garden  of 
shrubbery,  etc.  It  was  once  .occupied  by  the  Rev. 
James  JMcSparran,  D.  D.,  an  Episcopal  missionary 
from  Scotland.  The  ‘Harriet’  under  command  of 
Captain  Dayton,  sailed  from  Newport  in  the  autumn 
of  1821  for  a southern  port.  She  grounded  on 
Hatteras  Shoals,  where  the  captain  and  crew  took 
to  the  boats,  thus  abandoning  her  and  giving  her 
up  for  lost.  ' The  wind  shifted,  however,  and  the 
tide  rising,  the  ‘Harriet’  drifted  from  the  shoal,  and 
was  so  discovered  by  a pilot  boat  and  brought  into 
port  in  good  condition — but  lost  to  Captain  Saun- 
ders by  virtue  of  a claim  for  salvage,  etc.,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  insurance  upon  her  was  for- 
feited under  the'  plea  of  ‘unwarrantable  abandon- 
ment.’ 

“The  twelfth  vessel  was  the  ‘Albany,’  a sloop 
of  120  tons,  built  in  the  year  1822  for  Captain  Wil- 
liam New,  of  Newport,  for  an  Albany  packet.  The 
‘Albany’  was  built  about  a mile  north  of  the  Glebe, 
at  the  head  of  the  beautiful  little  salt  lake  that 
makes  the  head  of  the  Pettesquamscutt,  into  which 
Hows  a little  Silver  Spring  stream,  anciently  known 
as  Mattatuxet,  and  only  a little  west  of  the  mouth 
of  the  same  the  keel  of  the  ‘Albany’  was  laid. 

“His  thirteenth  vessel  was  the  ‘Nonsuch,’  a 
fiat-bottomed  schooner  built  like  a sharpie.  She  was 
built  for  three  masts.  Her  keel  was  laid  in  1822  on 
the  same  spot  as  the  ‘Albany,’  at  tbe  smelt  weir. 
Sbe  was  about  50  tons  burden,  and  was  built  for  the 
Captain’s  own  use ; was  built  at  the  head  of  Nar- 
row river,  near  Hammond’s  Mill  and  mouth  of  the 
Silver  Spring  river  that  flows  into  it.  She  was  the 
second  and  last  vessel  built  at  the  Snuff  Mill  by  Cap- 
tain Saunders.  Tbe  timber  for  her  was  cut  on  the 
Hammond  farm  near  by  from  the  side  hills,  and 
stood  very  near  where  her  keel  was  laid,  so  that 
it  was  all  hauled  from  the  stump  in  one  day,  ex 
cepting  a portion  that  had  been  left  over  from  build- 
ing the  first  vessel.  The  ‘Nonsuch’  was  sailed  by 
her  owner  and  builder  for  a time,  until  he  .sold  her 
to  Captain  Lyon,  of  New’port,  who  was  a contractor 
for  delivering  stone  at  Fort  Adams,  at  Newport, 
R.  I.,  and  for  the  numerous  stone  beacons  that  in- 
dicate the  channel  of  the  entrance  to  Providence 
Harbor  between  Nayatt  Point  and  that  city. 

“At  the  same  time  the  ‘Nonsuch’  was  built  there 
was  a great  deal  of  oak  and  chestnut  timber  in  North 
Kingstown,  and  much  of  it  primitive  forest. 

“The  homestead  estate  of  the  late  Nathan  Gard- 
ner Hazard,  son  of  John  (he  died  at  Westerly  about 
the  year  185 — ),  bounded  easterly  on  the  beautiful 
lake  above  mentioned.  This  estate  consisted  of  500 
acres,  300  of  which  was  a forest  of  oak  and  chest- 
nut timber,  besides  a lot  of  eighty  acres  that  fronted 
the  lake  and  abounding  in  scattered  groups  of  fine 
trees,  so  that  it  presents  the  appearance  of  a beau- 
tiful park. 

“The  ‘Nonsuch’  was  original  in  several  respects 
and  so  peculiar  that  numerous  were  the  nicknames 
bestowed  upon  her.  One  was  bestowed  by  Francis 
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Carpenter,  who  characterized  her  as  the  ‘Sea  Ser- 
pent,’ others  called  her  the  ‘Flying  Dragon,’  etc.  Her 
frame  was  laid  with  three  keels  parallel  with  each 
other  sixty-five  feet  in  length,  with  a sheath  in  the 
middle  for  the  centre-board,  or  the  movable  keel 
that  adapted  her  to  shoal  water  as  well  as  deep  with 
availability  also.  Her  beam  was  eighteen  feet,  her 
depth  amidships  only  two  feet,  but  having  a break 
of  two  feet  forward  and  three  feet  aft,  with  a trunk 
cabin  on  the  latter  of  eighteen  inches  additional 
height  thereto.  She  was  thus  enabled  to  have  a 
cabin  aft  of  five  and  one  half  feet  in  height  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  crew,  in  which  was  a fire- 
place, and  a chimney  of  brick.  This  unique  craft 
having  a broad  as  well  as  a flat  bottom,  her  hold  was 
spacious  in  proportion  to  her  tonnage,  at  the  same 
time,  her  draft  being  very  little,  this  being  only  ten 
inches  when  light  and  twenty-four  inches  when 
loaded.  Hers  was  the  first  centre-board  ever  used, 
excepting  the  sectional  one  that  Captain  Saunders 
had  put  in  the  ‘Commerce’  in  1815,  which  was  also 
an  invention  of  the  Captain’s  but  was  abandoned 
in  favor  of  this  simpler  form  of  the  same  thing. 
The  ‘Nonsuch’  was  fore-and-aft  rigged,  and  had 
three  masts,  hence  a schooner,  instead  of  a ship  or 
barque.  She  was  steered  not  by  a direct  tiller,  but 
by  means  of  a wheel — this  being  the  first  helm,  it  is 
said,  of  the  kind  that  was  used,  and  therefore  an 
invention  of  the  Captain’s.  Wheels  of  her  kind 
were  not  used,  but  wheels  of  a different  pattern 
were  used  on  the  large  ships.  As  before  observed, 
in  the  central  one  of  her  three  keels  was  a centre- 
board that  could  be  lowered  into  the  water  or  with- 
drawn therefrom  into  its  sheath,  at  pleasure  and 
instantly  by  one  man,  or  even  a boy.  The  ‘Nonsuch’ 
had  three  keels  and  no  bowsprit,  for  the  reason  that 
she  was  designed  chiefly  for  carrying  stone  and  cord 
wood,  and  that  these  are  so  often  found  in  greatest 
abundance  where  water  is  shoal,  and  therefor  apt 
to  be  unavailable.  This  vessel  was  therefore  con- 
structed with  a view  to  light  draught  and  carriage 
of  cargo  on  deck,  and  placing  it  there  at  the  least 
possible  cost  and  expense.  She  was  therefore  so 
constructed  that  her  bottom  would  be  strong,  that 
she  might  run  ashore  anywhere  at  high  water,  and 
be  loaded  directly  from  the  wagons  or  carts,  etc., 
that  brought  wood,  stone,  etc.,  directly  to  her  side, 
her  three-ribbed  keeling  holding  her  firmly  and 
horizontally  when  required,  and  her  low  deck  con- 
venient for  receiving  cargo  directly  from  carts  there- 
from, and  no  bowsprit  to  interrupt  free  passage  to  all 
sides  of  her  without  such  an  obstacle  in  their  way, 
facilities  often  equally  valuable  in  discharging  as 
well  as  loading,  receiving  or  assorting  her  cargoes 
aright,  and  carrying  her  freight  directly  to  the 
building  or  to  any  shore  where  it  is  to  be  used. 

“Her  first  cargo  was  twenty  cords  or  more  of 
wood,  which  was  taken  on  board  from  the  shore  of 
the  Nathan  G.  Hazard  farm  we  have  before  men- 
tioned in  this  paper,  a short  distance  below  where 
she  was  built.  The  said  wood  was  cut  by  Mr.  Haz- 
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ard.  It  was  placed  on  her  deck  direct  from  the 
carts  and  wagons  that  brought  it  from  the  forest, 
requiring  thus  but  one  handling,  and  saving  all 
the  expenses  of  wharfing,  etc.,  not  only,  but  of  put- 
ting cargo  in  the  hold,  to  say  nothing  of  the  greater 
expense  of  taking  it  out  again.  She  was  afterwards 
engaged  in  carrying  stone  to  build  Forts  Adams  and 
Wolcott.  She  was  driven  ashore  once  on  Dutch 
Island,  during  a storm,  but  sustained  no  further 
damage  than  to  shake  her  chimney  down.  She  was 
finally  sold  to  Jonathan  Reynolds  and  others  of 
Wickford,  who  employed  her  in  getting  sea-weed. 
Another  important  consideration  also  was  the  fact, 
that  in  places  such  as  only  craft  like  the  ‘Nonsuch’ 
could  reach,  wood  and  stone,  and  labor  are  likely 
not  only  to  be  more  abundant  than  in  a place  more 
accessible,  but  therefore  cheaper  and  at  less  cost. 
The  slight  draught  of  this  novelty  of  naval  archi- 
tecture and  ingenuity  enabled  her  to  avail  herself 
of  safe  winter  quarters  in  such  places  as  the  West- 
quage  Pond  by  the  Bonnet  on  Boston  Neck  without 
cost. 

“This  Bonnet,  as  it  is  called,  has  been  a subject 
of  no  little  speculation  as  to  its  origin  and  meaning 
and  appropriateness.  Boston  Neck  is  a strip  of 
land  some  five  miles  in  length,  bounded  by  the  sea 
on  one  side  and  Narrow  or  Pettesquamscutt  river 
on  the  otlier.  The  Bonnet  represents  a similar 
strip  of  land,  and  somewhat  isolated,  that  is  tucked 
on  at  the  north  end  of  Boston  Neck,  the  larger  neck 
being  the  jib,  as  it  were,  and  the  smaller  one  the 
Bonnet.  In  short,  this  Bonnet  bears  the  same  re- 
semblance to  Boston  Neck  that  the  bonnet  of  a jib 
bears  to  that  sail.  It  was  on  the  cliffs  of  the  Bon- 
net that  about  3,000  sheep  were  destroyed  about  150 
years  ago  (1730)  by  Robert  Hazard,  in  the  now  fa- 
mous snow-storm,  and  a depth  of  snow  as  great  as 
we  have  any  account  of  here.  These  sheep  during 
the  storm  were  driven  from  the  cliff  into  the  sea 
and  drowned. 

“The  ‘Nonsuch’  with  her  three  fore-and  aft- 
rigged  masts,  her  three  keels  and  sheathed  centre- 
board, her  peculiar  construction  of  hull,  etc.,  that 
enabled  her  not  only  to  penetrate  to  head  waters, 
but  also  to  load  and  discharge  cargo  at  minimum 
expense,  as  well  as  independence  of  wharves  and 
consequent  wharfage,  was  a valuable  contribution 
to  commerce ; yet  for  a long  time  she  seems  to  have 
been  unappreciated,  inasmuch  as  none  others  were 
constructed.  It  was  not  until  a quarter  of  a century 
had  elapsed  that  her  merits  appear  to  have  been 
appreciated.  Today  three-masted  schooners  are 
seen  in  every  sea  and  in  every  port,  many  of  them 
hundreds,  and  not  a few  of  them  more  than  a thou- 
sand, and  some  of  them  nearly  two  thousand  tons 
burden. 

“The  value  of  this  bold  experiment  was  a mys- 
tery in  his  day,  and  ‘What  in  the  world  can  Captain 
Saunders  mean  by  building  such  a craft  as  that?’ 
was  a common  question  in  Narragansett.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  subject  will  be  properly  invest!- 
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gated  and  put  before  the  public,  so  that  Captain 
Saunders  can  have  justice  done  him,  and  his  native 
town  properly  appreciated,  and  the  honor  he  con- 
ferred upon  it,  and  the  commercial  world  be  enabled 
to  render  honor  to  whom  it  is  due  for  this  valuable 
acquisition.  Captain  Saunders  took  clams  from  West- 
quage  Pond  in  a compact  heap,  where  they  had 
lived  all  winter ; and  oysters  from  Salt  Pond  were 
sold  by  Daniel  Billinglon.  They  were  found  to  be 
clean,  fat,  but  valueless. 

“The  fourteenth  vessel  was  the  ‘South  Kings- 
town,’ a sloop  of  25  tons,  and  was  said  to  be  the 
fastest  sailer  in  Narragansett  Bay.  She  was  built  in 
1824,  and  lost  on  the  shore  of  the  Seaside  farm, 
just  below  Narragansett  Pier.  Cranston,  Sylvester 
and  Silas  Gardiner  together  owned  a half,  and  E.  R. 
Potter  the  other  half. 

“The  fifteenth  was  the  ‘Sea  Bird,’  a hermaphro- 
dite brig  of  over  200  tons,  and  was  built  at  the  South 
Ferry  on  the  beach  south  of  the  factory.  Her  frame 
was  got  out  at  Bridgetown,  a mile  or  so  west  of 
here,  and  drawn  there  ready  to  put  up.  Captain 
Saunders  got  Hazard  Crandall,  a shipwright  from 
Newport,  to  oversee  the  job.  She  was  built  in  1825 
for  George  Engs,  a highly  honorable  merchant  of 
that  town,  and  afterwards  lieutenant-governor  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  a worthy  successor  of  the 
Hebrews  who  up  to  the  Revolution  were  numerous 
in  Newport,  and  not  only  distinguished  as  mer- 
chants, but  for  probity  of  character  that  has  never 
been  surpassed  in  any  Christian  city. 

“The  sixteenth  vessel  was  built  at  the  same  time 
as  above.  Was  built  on  Jeremiah  Brown’s  land 
and  land  now  owned  by  John  L.  Watson’s  heirs  at 
Bridgetown.  Her  name  was  the  ‘General  Battey,’ 
and  she  was  a sloop  of  120  tons  burden,  and  was 
built  for  Dr.  Daniel  Watson,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Island  of  Conanicut,  or  Jamestown,  but  who  settled 
in  Kingston,  R.  I.,  and  died  at  Newport  alx>ut  1871. 
He  was  an  enterprising  man  and  a distinguished 
physician. 

“The  seventeenth  vessel  was  a sloop  of  70  tons, 
built  on  the  training  lot  in  1826.  Was  named  the 
‘Union,’  and  was  built  for  Rowland  Hazard. 

“The  eighteenth  vessel  was  the  sloop  ‘William,’ 
of  140  tons,  and  built  on  the  training  lot  in  1827 
for  Elisha  Watson,  of  South  Kingstown,  and  others. 
This  sloop  was  in  the  North  river  trade  until  she 
was  sold  to  George  Knowles,  a farmer  of  Conanicut, 
or  Jamestown  (who  suddenly  became  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Newport),  and  who  put  her  in  the  Southern 
trade  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Southwick,  of 
South  Kingstown. 

“The  nineteenth  vessel  was  the  sloop  ‘Eagle,’ 
of  30  tons,  built  on  the  training  lot  in  1828  for 
John  Jay  Watson.  ]\Ir.  Watson  having  built  a pier 
on  the  east  shore  of  Boston  Neck,  had  a sloop 
‘Eagle’  (No.  4. of  this  record)  therefor,  but  this 
pier  having  been  destroyed  by  the  great  gale  of 
Sept.  23,  1815,  he  sold  her.  Having  now  completely 


reconstructed  his  pier,  that  enterprising  gentleman  ' 
had  this  second  sloop  ‘Eagle’  built  therefor. 

“The  twentieth  vessel  was  the  ‘Pocahontas,’  a i 
schooner  of  200  tons,  built  on  the  training  lot  in  j 
1828.  She  was  afterwards  rigged  into  a brig  and  ' 
went  on  a whaling  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Japan.  ' | 
She  was  built  for  George  Knowles,  of  Newport, 
who  put  her  at  first  into  the  Southern  trade  under 
command  of  Captain  William  Carpenter  (Briney 
Bill),  of  South  Kingstown.  This  was  the  largest 
craft  ever  built  by  Capt.  Saunders  in  Narragansett, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  ‘Sea  Bird.’  After  j 
she  was  rigged  into  the  brig,  Mr.  Knowles’  son  had  j 
command  of  her  during  her  whaling  voyage  to  the  I 
coast  of  Japan.  1 

“The  twenty-first  vessel  was  the  ‘Kingston,’  a 
sloop  of  100  tons,  and  was  built  on  the  training 
lot  in  1830  for  Hon.  E.  R.  Potter  and  Thomas  S. 
Taylor,  of  Kingston.  She  sailed  from  the  South  i 
ferry  with  a load  of  cheese,  potatoes,  etc.,  for  Phila- 
delphia. There  she  loaded  with  quicksilver  and  dry  > 
goods  for  Texas.  Her  cargo  was  valued  at  $30,000.  ' 

This  was  the  third  vessel  that  Capt.  Saunders  built  ! 
for  these  parties. 

“Captain  Saunders  was  an  excellent  seaman,  and 
sometimes  took  shares  in  the  vessels  he  built  for 
others,  as  well  as  the  command  thereof.  A sketch 
of  his  career  in  the  ‘Kingston’  may  indicate  some- 
thing of  the  nature  of  the  man  and  some  of  his  avail- 
able resources.  It  appears  that  he  was  made  master 
of  the  ‘Kingston’  in  1830,  and  in  the  autumn  of  that 
year  he  loaded  her  at  the  South  ferry  in  South  | 
Kingstown  with  potatoes,  one  of  the  chief  products 
of  the  Narragansett  farmers  at  that  time  and  until 
the  year  1840,  the  year  of  the  blight,  as  also  that  1 
of  the  buttonwood,  chief  of  our  ornamental  trees.  j 
He  sailed  thence  for  Riiladelphia,  where  the  | 
‘Kingston’  was  chartered  for  Matamoras,  in  Mex- 
ico ; but,  happening  to  be  frozen  in,  did  not  leave 
Philadelphia  until  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in 
March  let  him  out  of  the  Delaware. 

“He  had  proceeded  only  three  days’  sail  beyond 
the  Capes  when  the  ‘Kingston’  sprung  her  mast  at 
the  deck,  an  accident  that  obliged  Captain  Saunders 
to  put  back  to  Cape  Henlopen,  where  he  anchored  in 
the  port  of  Lewistown.  Leaving  his  son  Edwin  in 
charge  of  the  ‘Kingston,’  Captain  Saunders  shoul- 
dered an  axe  and  immediately  proceeded  in  pursuit 
of  a new  mast  sixteen  miles  inland.  Here  he  found 
a suitable  tree  therefor.  He  felled  it,  had  it  hauled 
to  a creek,  down  which  he  floated  it  to  his  sloop,  and 
with  his  new  rig  was  off  in  a few  days  to  Rio 
del.  Norte  in  Mexico.  Having  arrived  there  and 
discharged  cargo.  Captain  Saunders  soon  sailed  for 
Mobile.  When  then  three  days  out  he  carried  away 
his  bowsprit  close  to  the  knight-heads.  Arriving 
in  Mobile,  he  loaded  with  cotton  for  New  York. 

“In  these  days  business  was  far  less  exacting  than 
now,  so  that  Captain  Saunders  could  with  propriety 
combine  pleasure  therewith.  He  therefore  put  into 
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Key  West  to  spend  a few  days  with  a friend  who 
had  been  a school-mate  in  Rhode  Island — a Captain 
Clarke  Greene,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  Captain  Greene 
founded  and  built  the  first  wharf  that  ever  guard- 
ed that  important  port.  He  kept  a large  store  filled 
with  a variety  of  goods  and  wares  for  sale,  which 
his  business  as  a wrecker  probably  enabled  him  to 
obtain  upon  terms  low  enough  to  afford  high  profits, 

“His  visit  accomplished.  Captain  Saunders  put 
to  sea  again,  but  only  three  days  out  he  was  taken 
with  the  dangerous  fever  of  that  insalubrious  cli- 
mate, and  got  upon  deck  only  once  during  the  voy- 
age to  New  York.  Two  of  the  crew  besides  himself 
were  in  the  same  condition.  One  of  the  two  inval- 
ids was  John  Cooke  of  Narragansett,  a famous  fish- 
erman, who  used  to  boast  that  he  ‘commenced  the 
world  with  nothing,  and  had  held  his  own  ever 
since — and  that  was  more  than  most  people  could 
say.’  Mr.  Cooke  doubtless  appreciated  the  wisdom 
of  his  friend  (a  most  valuable  laborer,  and  engraft- 
ed with  a fine  sense  of  humor),  who  used  to  swear 
to  his  determination  ‘against  working  himself  to 
death  for  the  sake  of  getting  a living.’  The  writer 
remembers  hearing  an  old  womail  in  Ireland  say ; 
‘The  fact  is,  we  have  to  work  the  life  out  of  us 
just  for  the  sake  of  keeping  it  with  us.’ 

“On  her  way  from  Key  West  to  New  York  the 
‘Kingston’  had  no  navigator  on  deck  and  a working 
crew  of  only  two  men  and  a boy,  but  one  of  these 
was  a Saunders.  They  managed  to  arrive  at  Sandy 
Hook,  where  the  health  officers  ordered  the  ‘King- 
ston’ to  quarantine,  and  their  sick  to  the  hospital, 
from  which  Captain  Saunders  was  unable  to  depart 
until  July,  1831,  when  he  proceeded  to  Narragansett 
and  commenced  building  the  ‘Lark,’  of  which  more 
hereafter.  The  young  Saunders  that  was  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  ‘Kingston’  during  this  eventful  voyage 
was  no  doubt  a chip  of  the  old  block,  and  the  same 
that  kept  a little  fishing-boat  in  Narrow  river  when 
he  was  a boy,  and  often  went  to  sea  in  her  fishing, 
quite  alone,  and  as  far  as  the  famous  cod-fish  and 
squid-ledge  near  Block  Island  Sound,  a dozen  miles 
away  from  his  harbor.  On  one  of  these  occasions, 
indications  of  a storm  implied  danger  and  a hasty 
return  to  Narrow  river.  To  his  dismay  somewhat 
he  could  not  get  his  anchor  up.  Tugging  in  vain, 
his  anchor  was  evidently  fouled.  To  cut  the  rope 
would  be  to  lose  his  killick,  and  the  blacksmith 
would  ask  $1.50  to  fashion  him  another.  Therefore 
down  he  dove  to  the  bottom,  following  the  rope 
as  a ladder,  and  as  a guide  to  it.  Arriving  at  the 
bottom,  he  found  one  of  the  flukes  almost  inextri- 
cably involved  in  a seam  in  the  ledge,  but  striking 
it  like  a pearl  diver  he  finally  disengaged  it,  and 
got  to  the  mouth  of  Narrow  river  before  the  break- 
ers had  closed  its  mouth,  and  quite  forbade  entrance 
thereto. 

“The  twenty-second  and  last  vessel  built  by 
Capftain  Saunders  was  the  ‘Lark,’  in  1832,  at  Wat- 
son’s Pier,  for  that  public-spirited,  enterprising,  in- 
domitable John  Jay  Watson,  who,  having  then  re- 


constructed his  pier  on  Boston  Neck,  which  had  been 
demolished  by  the  great  gale  of  1815,  engaged  Cap- 
tain Saunders  to  build  this  sloop  for  him.  Captain 
Saunders  commenced  the  job,  but  did  not  finish  it. 
His  son,  John  A.,  continued  and  finished  the  job 
his  father  had  begun.  The  Captain  died  March  4, 
1832,  aged  forty-six  years,  having  been  born  in 
1786.” 

Capt.  John  Aldrich  Saunders  married  Catherine 
IMaxson,  and  they  had  eleven  children : John  Al- 
drich, born  June  21,  1808;  Matilda;  Mary  Ann; 
Martha;  Edwin;  Harriet;  Stephen;  William;  Elias; 
James  and  Sarah. 

John  Aldrich  Saunders,  son  of  John  A.  and 
Catherine  Saunders,  was  born  in  Newport,  June 
21,  1808.  On  Sept.  26,  1830,  he  married  Susan  C. 
Gould,  born  Oct.  14,  1812,  daughter  of  William  and 
Susan  Gould,  and  the  children  born  to  this  mar- 
riage were  : John  G.,  bom  June  16,  1831,  died  leav- 
ing one  son, — Albert  E. ; Joel,  deceased,  born  June 
I,  1833;  William  Edwin,  deceased,  born  July  6, 
1835  ; Daniel,  deceased,  born  Aug.  20,  1837,  mar- 
ried Alzada  E.  Gardner;  Benjamin  Stevens,  de- 
ceased, born  March  22,  1839 ; Susan  Catherine,  born 
May  20,  1840,  married  Captain  George  N.  Kenyon; 
William  Gould,  born  July  13,  1842;  Thomas  C., 
deceased,  born  Sept.  8,  1845  > Ellen  G.,  deceased, 
born  April  22,  1846,  married  William  C.  Caswell, 
of  Wakefield;  Martin  Luther,  born  July  22,  1852; 
Thomas  Willett  Stillman,  born  Nov.  4,  1855;  Caro- 
line Matilda  Ann,  born  Oct.  10,  1849,  rnarried 
Stephen  T.  Caswell ; and  Izett  Eugenia,  born  Jan. 
10,  1851,  married  Jabez  Giles. 

Capt.  "John  A.  Saunders,  the  father  of  the  fore- 
going children,  began  keeping  house  in  the  old  Tan 
House  on  Tower  Hill.  He  built  the  following  ves- 
sels : In  1835,  the  smack  “Dolphin,’’  on  the  train- 
ing lot,  and  the  “Farmer’s  Return”  at  the  Glebe ; 
in  1840,  the  schooner  “Narragansett,”  108  tons,  at 
Narragansett  Pier;  in  1841,  the  sloop  “Point  Ju- 
dith,” thirty-five  tons,  which  brought  the  first  load 
of  coal  ever  landed  at  South  Kingstown ; in  1842 
the  sloop  “Peace  Dale,”  on  the  training  lot,  and  the 
sloop  “Usquepang,”  at  South  Ferry ; in  1843, 
sloop  “Wakefield,”  at  the  training  lot ; in  1845,  the 
schooner  “Eugene,”  at  the  same  place ; in  1846,  the 
sloo])  “Pettesquamscutt”  at  Narragansett  Pier;  in 
1847,  ferry  “Temperance,”  at  the  foot  of  Tower 
Hill;  in  1850,  the  sloop  “Rocky  Brook,”  at  Tower 
Hill,  where  in  1851  he  built  the  schooner  “Susan  and 
iMary”  ; and  in  1853  and  1854,  the  sloop  and  schoon- 
er respectively,  “John  Aldrich”  and  “Isaac  P.  Haz- 
ard.” He  also  built  the  sloop  “Aid”  and  later  many 
small  boats  there. 

Saunderstown  was  settled  Sept.  10,  1855.  by 
Capt.  John  A.  Saunders,  William  Caswell,  Elias 
Saunders,  Thomas  J.  Gould,  John  G.  Saunders  and 
Daniel  Saunders,  who  bought  lots  and  built  dwell- 
ing houses  upon  them.  On  June  10,  1857,  they 
commenced,  and  in  the  summer  completed  a wharf, 
marine  .railway,  etc.,  for  James  H.  and  Powell  H. 


RHODE  ISLAND 


516 


Carpenter,  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  repairing 
vessels.  In  1859  sloop  "Argus,”  in  1861  the  sloop 
"Izett,”  and  in  1874  the  sloop  “Ida  B.,”  were  built. 
On  these  ways  vessels  of  125  tons  have  been  re- 
paired. 

Capt.  Daniel  Saunders,  son  of  Capt.  John 
Aldrich  and  Susan  (Gould)  Saunders,  was  born  at 
Tower  Hill,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  1.,  Aug.  20, 
1837,  and  he  died  at  Saunderstown  in  September, 
1869.  He  married  Alzada  Emmett  Gardner,  daugh- 
ter of  Rowland  Robinson  Gardner,  and  she  died  at 
Narragansett  Pier  about  1889.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  were:  Annie  Elvira, -born  Aug.  i,  1858, 
married,  Nov.  19,  1877,  James  Atwell  Tucker,  and 
had  children,  Maude  B.  and  Annie  Winnifred; 
Mary  Stanton  married  Edgar  A.  Willard,  and  has 
children : Daniel,  Phinneas  Alston,  Annie  Reba  and 
Lloyd  Edgar ; Edith  Stella  married  Ernest 
W.  Jenks,  and  died  Oct.  7,  1905 ; Martin 

Lincoln  married  Nettie  E.  Wood,  and  has 
three  children,  Edith  Marion,  Harold  Gard- 
ner and  Everett  Lincoln ; and  Lena  Rivers  died 
aged  one  and  one-half  years.  From  1855  until  his 
death  Daniel  Saunders  made  his  home  at  Saunders- 
town. He  lived  a seafaring  life,  and  was  command- 
er of  several  vessels,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  left  the  “John  Burley”  at  Marblehead,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Capt.  William  Gould  Saunders,  son  of  Capt. 
John  A.,  was  born  at  Tower  Hill,  South  Kingstown, 
July  13,  1842,  and  until  fourteen  years  of  age  at- 
tended school  there.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
he  began  a seafaring  life,  and  from  1866  to  1868 
was  master  of  the  schooner  “Isaac  P.  Harard.” 
On  Sept.  9,  1862,  he  enlisted  on  the  receiving  ship 
“Ohio,”  and  went  to  Colon,  crossed  the  Isthmus, 
and  joined  the  Hag-ship  “Lancaster,”  of  the  South 
Pabihc  Squadron.  He  was  on  the  schooner  “Fakir,” 
in  Newport  in  coasting  trade;  schooner  "John  Bur- 
ley” ; mate  and  pilot  of  the  steamer  “Florence”  for 
three  seasons ; master  of  the  steamer  "Herman  S. 
Caswell”  for  eighteen  years,  running  between  New- 
port and  Narraginsett  Pier;  and  of  the  steamer 
“Manassas.”  For  some  years  past  he  has  engaged 
in  building  and  repairing  boats  at  Wickford.  In 
September,  1866,  he  married  Ellen  L.,  daughter 
of  Rowland  R.  Gardiner,  of  South  Kingstown,  and 
they  had  six  children : Sadie  G.,  Edna,  Daniel  Paul, 
an  infant,  William  Shaw  and  Gertrude  Louise,  all 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  the  latter.  Captain 
Saunders  is  a charter  member  of  C.  C.  Baker  Post, 
No.  16,  G.  A.  R.,  of  the  Ship  Masters  and  Pilots 
Association,  and  of  the  Hook  & Ladder  Company 
of  Wickford. 

Martin  Luther  Saunders,  son  of  Capt.  John 
A.,  was  born  at  Tower  Hill,  South  Kingstown,  July 
22,  1852.  His  school  days  were  passed  at  Saunders- 
town. He  built  his  first  boat,  a twenty-four  foot 
cat-boat,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  when 
twenty-one,  found  himself  master  of  the  coasting 
vessel  “Josephine,”  remaining  in  the  coasting  trade 


for  four  years.  He  rebuilt  and  sailed  the  schooner 
"Evelyn,”  but  most  of  his  time  has  been  spent  in 
building  boats  from  forty  to  116  feet  long.  He  has 
acted  as  foreman  in  the  building  of  all  the  boats  at 
Saunderstown.  Mr.  Saunders  is  an  active,  public- 
spirited  man,  and  has  given  a good  deal  of  attention 
to  town  affairs,  having  served  as  a trustee  of  the 
schools  and  as  a member  of  the  town  council. 

On  May  9,  1872,  Martin  L.  Saunders  married 
Jane  M.  Taylor,  born  May  18,  1855,  daughter  of 
John  M.  Taylor.  The  children  born  to  this  union 
were:  John  A.,  born  Nov.  14,  1875,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Captain  William  Knowles,  by  whom 
he  has  had  two  children : Maynard  Ormond  (born 
July  19,  1899),  and  John  A.  (April  7,  1905)  ; and 
Harrie  F.,  born  Jan.  31,  1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saunders  are  members  of  the  Narragansett  Baptist 
Church  at  South  Ferry. 

Thomas  Willett  Stillman  Saunders,  better 
known  as  Captain  Stillman  Saunders,  of  Saunders- 
town, was  born  at  Tower  Hill,  South  Kingstown, 
Nov.  4,  1855.  Coming  to  Saunderstown  with  his 
parents  when  a baby,  he  has  known  no  other  home. 
Here  was  his  play-ground  and  here  has  been  his 
field  of  work,  and  he  loves  every  foot  of  its  sod,  as 
well  he  may,  for  Saunderstown  is  beautifully  situ- 
ated on  a side  hill  sloping  down  to  the  waters  of 
Narragansett  Bay.  In  his  boyhood  the  houses  of 
Saunderstown  could  be  counted  on  his  fingers ; now 
it  has  grown  to  be  a charming  village  with  a large 
colony  of  literary  and  artistic  denizens,  while  its  cit- 
izens are  among  the  best  to  be  found  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

Coming  of  a line  of  ship-builders,  at  an  early 
age  he  entered  the  business  with  his  father,  event- 
ually taking  his  place.  The  number  of  vessels, 
large  and  small,  which  he  built,  is  too  great  to  men- 
tion in  this  brief  sketch,  several  hundred  in  all. 
While  the  greater  part  were  small,  some  were  of 
more  than  600  tons  burden.  He  built  boat,  engine 
and  boiler,  and  was  the  inventor  of  the  Saunders 
water  tube  boiler,  which  is  used  with  success  on  both 
yachts  and  merchant  vessels. 

In  1906  he  organized  the  “Narragansett  Trans- 
portation Company,”  is  its  President  and  owns  most 
of  the  stock.  The  Company  does  a general  freight 
and  passenger  business,  and  in  the  Summer  of  1906 
began  the  half  hour  ferry  service  between  Saunders- 
town, Jamestown  and  Newport.  In  1907  Captain 
Saunders  introduced  large  electric  carriages  to  cross 
Conanicut  Island  at  Jamestown  in  order  to  make 
connection  between  his  two  boats  running  on  either 
side  of  the  Island.  The  Town  Council  of  James- 
town objected  to  this  move  and  refused  to  grant 
the  Captain  a license  to  do  business  on  the  highway, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  in  opposition  to  their 
ferry,  which  is  owned  by  the  town.  This  did  not 
stop  the  Captain,  however,  for  he  ran  his  electric 
carriages,  conveying  passengers  free  of  charge, 
thus  disobeying  no  law. 

The  four  ferry-boats  of  the  Saunders  Line  were 
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built  in  Captain  Saunders’  own  ship-yard  at  Saun- 
derstown.  They  are  the  A.  Saunders,”  200 
tons;  the  “West  Side,”  100  tons;  the  “Narragan- 
sett,”  300  tons;  and  the  “Newport,”  473  tons.  The 
“Newport”  is  the  largest  and  fastest  ferry-boat  in 
commission  on  Narragansett  Bay,  and  can  carry 
2,000  passengers  and  more  than  20  teams. 

Stillman  Saunders’  whole  life  has  been  spent  in 
his  native  town  and  the  much-loved  little  village 
which  bears  his  name.  He  has  been  the  moving 
spirit  in,  and  has  worked  hard  for,  everything  which 
might  help  to  improve  the  place  and  has  bitterly  op- 
posed all  things  tending  to  harm  it.  In  1870  he 
started  the  Union  Sunday-school  in  the  old  South 
Ferry  Baptist  Church.  The  building  had  been  un- 
used for  years,  and  having  been  struck  by  lightning 
was  in  a dilapidated  condition.  With  his  own  hands 
and  the  same  tools  which  he  used  in  building  boats, 
he  patched  up  the  old  building  and  made  it  com- 
fortable. Thus  began,  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen, 
his  first  public  work.  Captain  Saunders  is  an  Epis- 
copalian by  profession,  receiving  his  first  training  in 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  Wickford,  R.  L,  under  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Goodwin.  Although  loving  his  own  church 
and  never  missing  a service,  if  he  can  help  it,  he  has 
no  sectarianism  in  his  blood,  but  is  friendly  to  every 
Christian  body,  and  we  are  told,  was  one  of  the  most 
generous  donors  toward  the  new  Baptist  Chapel  in 
Saunderstown,  where  is  still  alive  and  prospering, 
the  Sunday-school  which  he  started  years  ago. 

The  Free  Library  in  Saunderstown,  also  owes 
its  origin  to  Stillman  Saunders.  In  November, 
1885,  there  appeared  on  an  old  barn  at  the  corner 
of  what  is  now  called  the  Waterway,  this  notice; 
“All  those  interested  in  providing  a free  library  for 
the  use  of  this  neighborhood,  are  invited  to  meet  at 
my  house  November  thirteenth,  to  consider  the  best 
way  in  which  this  can  be  done.  (Signed)  Stillman 
Saunders.” 

Forty-eight  people  met  with  Captain  Saunders 
on  the  advertised  evening,  and  the  “Circle  for  Mu- 
tual Improvement”  was  formed.  After  a season  of 
very  interesting  literary  and  musical  entertainments, 
a few  suppers,  etc.,  the  Circle  found  it  had  quite  a 
little  money  on  hand,  and  in  a formal  manner,  it 
was  unanimously  voted  to  spend  this  money  for  a 
Free  Library,  and  the  first  book  was  bought,  making 
the  beginning  of  what  is  now  a Library,  of  which 
any  country  village  might  be  proud.  On  June  4, 
1901,  Captain  Saunders  made  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
Library.  Then  the  Saunderstown  Free  Library 
Association  was  formed  and  they  took  the  enter- 
prise in  charge,  calling  it  “The  Willette  Free  Lib- 
rary,” in  honor  of  the  Willett  family,  whose  de- 
scendants owned  and  gave  to  the  Associaiton  a lot 
on  which  to  place  their  building,  and  for  a member 
of  whose  family,  Thomas  Willett,  Captain  Saunders 
was  named. 

In  1889  Stillman  Saunders  built  the  “Saunders 
House,”  which  has  won  for  itself  an  excellent  name 


as  a Summer  resort,  patronized  by  people  from  all 
over  the  United  States.  In  connection  with  this 
House  he  has  made  famous  the  fine  springs  on  the 
Casey  estate,  which  the  United  States  Government 
has  now  taken  for  a water  supply  for  one  of  its 
Forts.  There  are  ten  cottages  connected  with  the 
House,  all  built  on  the  old  homestead  plot,  originally 
belonging  to  his  father.  In  order  to  keep  the  old 
home  estate  intact.  Captain  Saunders  was  obliged 
to  pay  a high  price  for  much  of  this  land.  Besides 
the  cottages,  there  is  a neat  little  Post-Office  build- 
ing, also  owned  by  Captain  Saunders.  The  estab- 
lishment of  this  office  was  one  of  the  greatest  feats 
of  this  undaunted  man.  From  1889  to  1891  he  car- 
ried the  mail  at  his  own  expense  between  Wickford 
and  Saunderstown,  and  as  the  position  of  Postmaster 
at  that  time,  was  a most  undesirable  one  and  not 
sought  after,  he  had  himself  appointed,  and  was 
successful  in  getting  a paid  mail  route.  Only  those 
who  know  the  amount  of  labor  entailed  in  working 
up  such  an  undertaking,  step  by  step,  can  realize 
the  pride  Captain  Saunders  feels  in  the  flourishing 
little  office  the  village  now  boasts.  There  are  three 
mails  a day  the  year  round  and  a rural  delivery 
route  going  out  from  it.  The  Captain  is  a genial, 
whole-souled  man,  who  is  liked  by  old  and  young. 
He  never  forgets  a kindness  and  never  remembers 
an  injury,  but  is  just  as  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand 
to  those  who  try  to  hurt  him,  as  to  those  who  are 
his  friends.  He  is  well-known  throughout  his  own 
State,  has  served  on  important  Government  commis- 
sions, and  has  received  and  carried  out  large  con- 
tracts, involving  thousands  of  dollars,  and  in  every 
case  fulfilled  his  obligations  faithfully.  He  built 
the  breakwater  to  the  new  harbor  on  the  west  side  of 
Block  Island.  This  was  a difficult  and  discouraging 
piece  of  work,  as  a tight  board  fence,made  of  three- 
inch  tongue  and  groove  planks,  had  to  be  built  out 
through  the  surf  into  the  ocean,  for  a distance  of 
nearly  a quarter  of  a mile,  and  piled  up  on  each  side 
with  huge  granite  rock.  Four  times  during  the 
progress  of  this  work,  everything  pertaining  to  the 
machinery  used  in  construction,  was  washed  away, 
the  steel  rails  on  which  the  machinery  was  rolled  out 
to  the  end  of  the  breakwater,  were  twisted  into  in- 
conceivable shapes,  and  wreckage  of  all  sorts  strewed 
the  beach.  At  one  time  a small  fishing  schooner 
was  mixed  up  with  the  debris.  During  another 
storm,  one  of  Captain  Saunders’  own  stone-barges, 
laden  with  granite  rock,  was  wrecked  and  her  brave 
crew  of  five  men  were  all  lost.  It  was  by  the  merest 
chance  that  Captain  Saunders  was  not  with  them. 
It  was  a beautiful  morning  and  his  barge  “Magella” 
and  a schooner,  lay  in  New  London  harbor,  laden 
with  stone  for  the  Block  Island  Breakwater.  The 
schooner  went  out,  reached  Block  Island,  discharged 
her  cargo  of  stone  and  returned  safely.  The 
“Magella”  did  not  go,  as  her  engineer,  contrary  to 
orders,  went  home.  Captain  Saunders,  having 
business  in  Newport,  did  not  wait  for  the  barge,  but 
took  a morning  train.  The  engineer  returned  late 
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in  the  day  to  New  London,  and  Captain  Cook,  blas- 
ter of  the  “Magella,”  immediately  put  to  _sea.  It 
was  a fine  moonlight  night  and  they  passed  the 
schooner  returning  to  a safe  harbor,  while  they  went 
on  to  death.  In  the  morning  a fearful  storm  was  on 
them  and  in  trying  to  make  Narragansett  Bay  they 
went  on  a pile  of  rock,  a misplaced  breakwater  built 
outside  of  Point  Judith,  and  five  more  souls  were 
added  to  the  list  of  those  who  had  lost  their  lives  on 
this  death  trap.  Captain  Saunders  had  telegraphed 
to  the  Life  Saving  Station  at  Point  Judith,  to  watch 
for  them  and  had  they  been  permitted  to  reach  the 
beach  all  might  have  been  saved.  This  was  but  one 
of  the  many  discouragements  Stillman  Saunders 
has  met  with  all  along  the  way,  in  his  life  of  work. 
But  obstacles  and  hindrances  seem  only  to  increase 
his  zeal,  and  he  has  never  been  known  to  turn  back, 
having  once  “put  his  hand  to  the  plough.” 

On  Feb.  21,  1906,  Capt.  Saunders  married  Mrs. 
Louise  de  Lancey  Rodman  Fredricks,  granddaughter 
of  Jacob  Lorillard,  of  New  York,  and  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  Daniel  Rodman,  of  South  Kingstown, 
R.  I.  Since  his  marriage  Captain  Saunders  has 
made  his  winter  residence  in  Brookline,  Massachu- 
setts. 

JAMES  AT W ELL  TUCKER,  who  for  a quar- 
ter of  a century  was  manager  and  proprietor  of  the 
“Atwood  House”  at  Narragansett  Pier,  was  born  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Jan.  14,  1848,  and  he  died 
at  Providence,  Nov.  7,  1904. 

The  Tuckers  are  ah  ancient  New  England  fam- 
ily, several  of  the  name  coming  early  to  the  Amer- 
ican Colonies.  Here  in  Rhode  Island  while,  com- 
paratively speaking,  they  have  not  been  a very 
numerous  family,  they  have  been  a substantial  and 
continuous  one,  as  indicated  by  the  vital  records  since 
the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Those 
early  admitted  as  freemen  of  the  Colony  were ; John, 
of  Providence,  in  1708;  Nathaniel,  of  Smithfield,  in 
1734;  Silas,  of  Glocester,  in  1735;  Morris,  of  Wes- 
terly, in  1738;  and  Benjamin,  of  Portsmouth,  in 
1740. 

Joshua  Tucker,  great-grandfather  of  James  At- 
well, was  born  Sept.  4,  1750,  in  Charlestown,  R.  I., 
and  died  Feb.  19,  1832.  In  1778,  he  married  Han- 
nah Clarke,  who  was  born  Dec.  2,  1752,  and  who 
died  Nov.  i,  1794.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jon- 
athan Clarke  (born  Oct.  18,  1702,  in  Westerly,  died 
March  25,  1794,  in  Charlestown),  and  his  wife, 
Tabitha  Westcott,  who  were  married  Dec.  ii,  1739. 

Jabez  Tucker,  son  of  Joshua  and  Hannah,  was 
born  Aug.  14,  1779,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
and  died  Jan.  9,  1826.  On  July  19,  1803,  he  married 
Abigail  Stanton,  who  was  born  July  19,  1783,  in 
Charlestown,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Samuel  Stanton ; 
she  died  Nov.  2,  1865,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I. 
Samuel  Stanton  was  born  Dec.  2,  1745,  and  died 
Aug.  12,  1835,  while  his  wife,  Sarah  Kenyon,  who 
was  born  Aug.  2,  1750,  died  Aug.  ig,  1816,  in 
Charlestown,  Rhode  Island. 


Joshua  C.  Tucker,  son  of  Jabez  and  Abigail  and  ;( 
father  of  James  Atwell,  was  borh  in  South  Kings- 
town, near  the  Great  Pond,  Aug.  28,  1814,  and  died  I 
July  II,  1903.  At  an  early  age  he  learned  the  stone 
cutter’s  trade,  afterward  following  farming.  In  . . 
1867  he  built  the  “Atwood  House,”  at  Narragansett 
Pier,  and  managed  it  himself  for  a number  of  years. 

For  about  thirteen  years  Mr.  Tucker  occupied  the 
Congdon  farm  near  the  South  Pier,  and  had  taken 
summer  boarders  as  far  back  as  1853,  thus  ranking 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  summer  resort.  He  met  j 
with  such  success  in  catering  to  the  public  there  I 
that  he  was  induced  to  build  a larger  house,  nam- 
ing it  the  “Atwood.”  This  he  managed  success-  | 
fully  for  several  years,  meeting  with  a constantly  ! 
increasing  business,  and  being  compelled  to  enlarge  j 
his  building  during  that  period,  | 

Joshua  C.  Tucker  was  married  at  Natick,  R.  I.,  [ 

May  2,  1842,  to  Dorcas  Gardiner,  who  was  born  I 
March  6,  1819,  daughter  of  Benoni  and  Sallie  ' 

(Tefft)  Gardiner,  and  she  died  May  19,  1899.  To  | 

this  union  were  born:  John  K.,  born  May  i,  1843,  I 
died  June  26,  1846;  Sallie  G.,  born  July  29,  1844, 
married  James  F.  Cross;  Roswell  H.,  born  July  17, 
1846,  married  Angeline  Nye,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Eva,  who  married  Elmer  Crandall ; James  Atwell, 
born  Jan.  14,  1848;  Joshua  Clarke,  Jr.;  and  Abbie 
S.,  born  March  ii,  1857,  died  four  days  later.  Mr. 
Tucker  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Nar- 
ragansett Pier,  having  formerly  attended  at  Wake- 
field. 

James  Atwell  Tucker,  son  of  Joshua  C.  Tucker, 
was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  January  14, 
1848.  His  early  school  days  were  passed  in  his  na- 
tive town.  From  1875  until  1900  he  successfully 
managed  the  “Atwood  House”  which  had  been  es- 
tablished by  his  father.  In  1900  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Hampton,  Va.  On  Nov.  19,  1877,  he 
married  Annie  Elvira  Saunders,  who  was  born  in 
North  Kingstown,  R.  L,  Aug.  i,  1858,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Alzada  Emmett  (Gardner)  Saunders. 

To  them  were  born  two  children : ( i ) Maude  B., 

who  married  June  12,  1901,  J.  H,  Wright,  and  has 
two  children:  James  Attmore,  born  Oct.  22,  1903; 
and  Norman  Tucker,  Jan.  23,  1906.  (2)  Annie 

Winnifred,  died  July  21,  1901.  Mr.  Tucker  was 
a member  of  St.  John’s  Commandery,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, at  Newport.  He  died  as  above  stated  Nov. 

7,  1904. 

Joshua  Clarke  Tucker,  Jr.,  was  born  June  19, 
1854,  at  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  spent  his 
schooldays  in  his  native  town,  and  in  1875  he  en- 
gaged in  a mercantile  business  with  his  brother, 
James  Atwell,  in  a store  which  was  located  where 
the  “Casino”  now  stands.  In  1879  the  coal  and 
lumber  business  at  Narragansett  Pier  was  bought 
by  Rowland  and  John  N.  Hazard,  and  Joshua  C. 
Tucker  and  Henry  W.  Partelow  were  admitted  as 
partners,  the  firm  name  being  Tucker  & Partelow. 

In  1882  Mr.  Partelow  withdrew,  and  since  that  time 
the  business  has  been  conducted  under  the  name  of 
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J.  C.  Tucker,  Jr.  In  1875  the  “Branch”  store  was 
established  in  Wakefield.  Mr.  Tucker  was  moder- 
ator of  the  town  of  Narragansett  for  several  years, 
a member  of  the  town  council,  and  the  first  Senator 
from  that  town.  In  politics  he  is  an  “Independent 
Democrat.”  He  is  a member  of  the  Lodge,  Chapter, 
Commandery  and  Shrine  of  Masons. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  married  (first)  Nov.  12,  1879, 
to  Emma  Elizabeth  Browning,  born  Jan.  8,  1861, 
died  Jan.  28,  1897,  daughter  of  Elisha  D.  and  Ruth 
E.  (Gardiner)  Browning.  The  only  child  of  this 
marriage,  Harry  Clinton,  born  July  26,  1880,  died 
Sept.  19,  1880.  Mr.  Tucker  married  (second) 
April  30,  1901,  Harriet  Virginia  Ketchum,  born 
Dec.  22,  1862,  daughter  of  Rollin  Smith  and  Sarah 
Lester  (Park)  Ketchum.  They  have  one  child, 
Edith  Evelyn,  born  Nov.  4,  1902. 

WILLIAM  EDWIN  CRANDALL,  now  de- 
ceased, who  for  many  years  was  extensively  engaged 
in  shipbuilding  in  Newport,  was  a descendant  of  one 
of  New  England’s  time  honored  families.  The 
genealogy  of  his  family  follows,  in  chronological 
order ; 

(I.)  Rev.  John  Crandall,  the  first  American  an- 
cestor of  the  Crandalls,  came  from  Wales  to  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  in  1634-35.  He  was  a Baptist  minister, 
and  was  among  those  who  were  persecuted  in  the 
Boston  Colony,  and  so  fled  to  Rhode  Island  to  find 
the  freedom  of  thought  denied  them  in  Massachu- 
setts. He  settled  first  at  Providence,  in  1637,  and 
later  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  he  became  the  first 
elder.  On  July  21,  1651,  he  and  John  Clarke  and 
Obediah  Holmes  were  thrown  into  prison  in  Boston 
for  preaching,  and  on  July  31st  he  was  sentenced  to 
pay  a fine  of  five  pounds  or  to  be  publicly  whipped. 
He  and  his  followers  were  instrumental  in  the  set- 
tlement of  Westerly,  but  later  he  and  his  family 
moved  to  Newport  to  escape  the  Indians,  and  there 
he  died  in  1676.  He  was  one  of  the  first  preachers 
in  the  old  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church.  Twice 
married,  his  second  wife’s  name  was  Hannah  Gay- 
lord, and  his  children  were:  John,  fane,  Sarah, 
Peter,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Jeremiah  and  Eber.  From 
this  source  came  all  the  early  families  of  the  name 
in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  as  well  as  many 
of  those  who  settled  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

(II)  Rev.  Joseph  Crandall,  fifth  child  of  Rev. 
John,  was  born  at  Newport,  probably  in  1661,  and 
is  on  record  there  as  a resident  as  late  as  1737, 
when  he  died.  He  was  a minister  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church.  He  is  known  to  have  moved 
from  Westerly,  R.  I.,  to  Kingstown  in  1712,  and  to 
Newport  three  years  later.  He  married  Deborah 
Burdick,  and  of  their  children  there  is  record  of 
only  one,  a son  Joseph. 

(HI)  Joseph  Crandall  was  born  about  1684, 
in  Westerly,  R.  L,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He 
married  Ann  Langworthy,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rachel  Langworthy,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 


a number  of  children,  among  whom  were  John, 
Enoch,  James,  William  and  Joshua. 

(IV)  William  Crandall  was  born  in  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  and  died  there  in  1796.  He  married  Deborah 
Crandall. 

(V)  Joel  Crandall  was  born  in  Westerly,  Jan. 
19,  1771,  and  died  there  April  14,  1850.  His  whole 
life  was  spent  in  farming.  He  was  married.  May 
14,  1797,  to  Ruth  Peckham,  daughter  of  William 
Sweet  Peckham,  and  they  had  eight  children,  all 
born  between  1798  and  1818,  namely:  William 
Hazard,  Henry,  John,  Joseph,  Hannah,  Amos,  Silas 
Maxon  and  Thomas  Franklin. 

(VI)  William  Hazard  Crandall  was  born  in 
North  Stonington,  Conn.,  Feb.  21,  1798,  and  died 
Dec.  4,  1870,  in  Newport,  R.  I.  In  early  life  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  but  his  marked  mechanical  ability 
soon  led  him  into  a more  active  life  and  he  became 
a well-known  ship  carpenter.  His  work  was  quite 
individual  in  character  and  he  built  his  vessels  ac- 
cording to  theories  worked  out  by  himself.  Several 
of  his  neighbors  in  North  Stonington  were  ship  car- 
penters and  Mr.  Crandall  decided  to  get  out  the 
timber  and  frame  a ship  near  home  that  he  might 
find  employment  for  these  men.  During  the  winter 
of  1830-31  this  work  was  done,  and  the  timber  was 
cut,  hewed  and  shaped,  each  piece  being  marked; 
in  the  spring  it  was  taken  to  Westerly  by  teams  and 
there  loaded  on  vessels  and  carried  to  Newport, 
where  it  was  set  up  and  launched  on  the  anniversary 
of  Perry’s  Lake  Erie  victory,  the  loth  of  Septem- 
ber, and  it  was  named  the  “Erie”  in  honor  of  that 
famous  naval  battle.  Inducements  were  then  made 
to  Mr.  Crandall  to  set  up  in  business  in  Newport, 
which  he  did,  removing  his  family  to  that  city  in 
1831.  He  continued  in  the  ship-building  business 
for  a number  of  years,  but  for  some  little  time  be- 
fore his  death  he  was  surveyor  of  the  custom-house 
of  Newport.  For  several  years  before  he  retired 
from  the  ship-building  business  his  eldest  son,  Wil- 
liam E.,  was  his  partner. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Crandall  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  later,  after  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  became  a strong  supporter  of  those  prin- 
ciples. In  religious  faith  he  was  a Unitarian,  and 
helped  to  found  a church  of  that  denomination  in 
Newport  about  1837.  Although  he  had  attended 
school  only  six  weeks  in  his  life  he  was  a man  of 
most  scholarly  mind,  a constant  student,  and  one 
with  whom  books  were  a passion. 

Mr.  Crandall  was  four  times  married,  first  to 
Harriet  Lewis,  of  North  Stonington,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children:  (i)  William  E.  is  men- 
tioned below.  (2)  Horace  I.  died  in  Malden, 
Mass.  He  was  a sailmaker  by  trade,  and  later  be- 
came a civil  engineer,  doing  a great  deal  of  marine 
railway  and  dry  dock  work.  He  married  Phoebe 
Hopkins,  and  (second)  Sarah  E.  Cushman.  His 
children  were:  Alpha,  Eliza  H.,  Annie  W.,  James 
L.  and  Charles  I.  (3)  George  F.,  who  died  in 
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Boston,  Mass.,  in  1896,  was  engaged  in  ship-build- 
ing  for  many  years,  and  later  became  a marine  arch- 
itect, He  married  Abby  Stanhope  Green,  of  New- 
port, and  his  children  were:  Ada  Fenton,  Ella 
Pratt  and  Bertha  Green,  the  last  named  dying  in 
infancy.  (4)  Harriet  Frances  married  James 
Wheaton  Lyon,  of  Newport.  She  died  in  Chicago, 
111.,  leaving  four  children:  James  Wheaton,  Jr., 
George  F.,  Phebe  M.  and  Eveline  C.  (5)  Thomas 
Wells  died  in  infancy. 

William  Hazard  Crandall  married  (second) 
Mary  Howard  Moore,  of  Newport,  and  to  them 
were  born : Roswell  Park  and  Edward  M.,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased.  He  married  (third)  Martha 
Yeomans,  of  Newport,  and  (fourth)  Nancy  A. 
Green,  also  of  Newport.  There  were  no  children 
by  either  of  the  last  two  marriages. 

William  Edwin  Crandall  was  born  Feb.  2,  1822, 
in  North  Stonington,  Conn.  His  educational  train- 
ing was  begun  in  his  native  town,  and  finished  in 
Newport,  R.  L,  where  he  removed  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  nine  years  of  age.  After  leaving 
school  he  went  to  work  in  his  father’s  shipyard,  lo- 
cated on  W ashington  street.  After  working  for  his 
father  for  several  years  he  showed  such  an  aptness 
for  that  line  of  work  that  his  father  took  him  into 
partnership  with  him.  The  firm  of  William  H. 
Crandall  & Son  continued  for  several  years,  when 
the  father  withdrew  from  the  business,  and  the 
younger  son,  George  F.,  became  a partner,  under 
the  firm  name  of  W,  E.  & G.  F.  Crandall.  Under 
that  name  these  two  brothers  continued  to  conduct 
the  shipyard  with  marked  success  until  1874,  when 
the  partnership  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Crandall  was 
a recognized  authority  on  ship-building  and  marine 
architecture  during  his  active  career  in  that  line,  as 
was  attested  by  the  marked  degree  of  success  he 
attained. 

In  political  faith  Air.  Crandall  was  a Republican, 
and  served  as  a member  of  the  Newport  city  coun- 
cil and  of  the  school  board  for  several  years.  He 
also  represented  the  city  of  Newport  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  .State.  In  religious  belief  his  sym- 
pathies were  with  the  Unitarian  denomination,  as 
his  father  had  brought  him  up  in  that  faith.  For 
several  years  he  was  a director  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Union  Bank,  of  Newport,  and  held  the  position  of 
secretary  of  the  board,  while  later  he  served  for  a 
nurnber  of  years  in  the  same  capacity  with  the  Union 
National  Bank,  which  absorbed  the  business  of  the 
former  institution.  Fraternally  he  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12, 

I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was  a past  noble  grand. 

Air.  Crandall  was  married,  September  23,  1849, 
to  Ruth  C.  Williams,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Louisa  (Gilmore)  Williams,  of  Taunton,  Alass.,  and 
to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Harriet 
Louisa  lives  at  home,  unmarried.  William  Francis, 
born  Oct.  i,  1851,  lives  in  Newport,  unmarried. 
Horace  Gilmore,  born  Sept.  22,  1853,  died  Dec.  21, 
1857.  Eveline  Lewis  died  aged  two  years  and  ten 
months.  Elizabeth  Dean  died  aged  one  year.  Sarah 


Lewis  lives  at  home,  unmarried.  Henry  Edwin, 
born  Feb.  21,  i860,  died  Feb.  ii,  1863.  Carrie 
Williams  is  unmarried  and  at  home.  Anna  Hazard 
married  John  Samuel  McAdam,  of  Newport,  son 
of  Samuel  AIcAdam,  and  a practicing  lawyer  in 
New  York  City,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, Roger  Williams,  and  John  and  William 
(twins).  Albert  Perry,  born  Jan.  16,  1866,  is  an 
organ  builder  and  tuner  of  Boston,  Mass. ; he  mar- 
ried, Sept.  2,  1891,  Eleana  M.  C.  Gardner,  daughter 
of  William  H.  and  Hannah  E.  Gardner,  of  James- 
town, R.  L,  and  they  have  two  children,  Alan  Gard- 
ner and  Ruth. 

William  E.  Crandall  died  in  Newport,  Jan.  22, 
1886,  aged  nearly  sixty-four  years.  He  was  a man 
of  high  morals  and  integrity,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens.  Mrs. 
Ruth  C.  (Williams)  Crandall,  his  widow,  is  a di- 
rect descendant  of  Richard  Williams,  who  was  the 
founder  of  Taunton,  Mass.  Mrs.  Crandall’s  father 
was  an  extensive  agriculturist  and  brick  manufac- 
turer at  Taunton,  and  he  lived  on  the  same  land  upon 
which  Richard  Williams  first  settled,  and  which  has 
been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation. 

BROWN  (Pawtucket  family).  The  Brown 
family  of  Pawtucket,  with  which  this  article  is  to 
deal — some  of  the  descendants  of  the  late  Philip 
Brown,  whose  son  Sylvanus,  grandson  James  S. 
and  great-grandson  the  late  Hon.  James  Brown, 
who  have  been  successively  through  the  past  hun- 
dred years  conspicuously  identified  with  the  me- 
chanical and  industrial  interests  of  the  great  manu- 
facturing point,  Pawtucket — is  one  of  the  ancient 
families  of  the  old  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  the 
mother  of  half  a dozen  towns — some  now  in  Rhode 
Island  and  others  in  Massachusetts. 

As  goes  the  old  family  tradition  the  American 
ancestor  of  Philip  Brown  was  one  of  several  broth- 
ers who  came  to  this  country  from  Wales,  and  one 
or  more  of  whom  settled  in  what  is  now  Cumber- 
land, R.  L,  where  they  were  engaged  in  mining  coal 
and  iron  ore.  The  territory  now  embraced  in  Cum- 
berland and  Swansea  and  Attleboro,  Mass.,  was 
formerly  included  in  ancient  Rehoboth.  One  (I) 
John  Brown  of  Rehoboth  or  Swansea  married  Lydia, 
daughter  of  William  Buckland,  and  their  children 
were : Lydia,  born  Aug.  26,  1655  ; Hannah,  born 
Jan.  29,  1657;  Joseph,  born  April  9,  1658;  John, 
born  the  last  Friday  of  September,  1660;  and  Na- 
thaniel, born  June  9,  1661. 

(II)  Joseph  Brown,  son  of  John  and  Lydia,  ^ 
born  April  9,  1658,  married  Nov.  10,  1680,  Hannah 
Fitch,  and  their  children  were : Joseph  and  Hannah, 
born  Nov.  21,  1681;  Jabez,  born  Dec.  30,  1683; 
Johji,  born  J^rch  30,  1685 ; Joseph,  born  Aug.  28, 
1688;  Lydia,  born  Dec.  5,  1691;  Benjamin,  born 
April  13,  1694;  Mary,  born  June  28,  1696;  Chris- 
topher, born  June  17,  1699;  and  Jeremiah,  born 
Oct.  7,  1702. 

(III)  Capt.  John  Brown,  born  March  30,  1685, 
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married  Betsey,  born  Oct.  22,  1684,  daughter  of 
Banfield  Caprpn,  and  their  children  were;  John, 
Joseph,  Philip,  Abiel,  Betsey,  Eleanor  and  Mar- 
garet. 

(IV)  Philip  Brown,  son  of  John  and  Betsey, 
married  Priscilla,  born  May  i,  1728,  in  Attleboro, 
daughter  of  Noah  and  Ruth  Follett  Talbott  Carpen- 
ter, and  a descendant  of  William  Carpenter,  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  in  1638  in  the  ship 
“Bevis,”  settling  first  at  Weymouth  and  later  lo- 
cating at  Rehoboth.  The  children  of  Philip  and 
Priscilla  (Carpenter)  Brown  were:  Philip  B.,  Syl- 
vanus,  Benoni,  Ruth  and  Elizabeth.  Philip  Brown 
continued  in  the  line  of  coal  and  iron  operations  of 
his  father. 

(V)  Sylvanus  Brown,  son  of  Philip  and  Priscil- 
la, born  in  Cumberland,  R.  L,  married  Ruth  Sals- 
bury.  Mr.  Brown  built  and  occupied  the  little  low 
gambrel-roofed  house  that  formerly  stood  in  Quak- 
er lane,  later  Pleasant  street,  on  the  North  Provi- 
dence side  of  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  and  on  the  present 
site  of  Nos.  42  and  44  East  avenue.  It  was  in  the 
rear  of  this  house  that  Mr.  Brown  made  patterns 
for  the  first  machinery  of  Samuel  Slater,  and  in  it 
Mr.  Brown  passed  away  July  30,  1824. 

(VI)  James  Salsbury  Brown,  son  of  Sylvan- 
us, was  born  Dec.  23,  1802,  in  the  house  alluded  to 

' above,  and  until  the- age  of  fifteen  years  attended  the 
neighborhood  school,  then  in  North  Providence. 
At  fifteen  he  began  learning  the  trade  of  pattern- 
making in  the  machine  shop  of  Mr.  David  Wilkin- 
son, which  was  in  the  basement  of  the  Oziel  Wilk- 
inson stone  mill  in  the  rear  of  Mill  street.  He  had 
previously  during  his  vacations  and  odd  hours  from 
school  assisted  his  father  in  that  branch  of  his  work. 
Later  on,  in  1819,  young  Brown  went  to  work  in 
the  machine  shop  of  Pitcher  & Gay,  which  had  been 
started  in  1813,  on  Main  street,  on  or  near  the  site 
of  the  “New  Mill,”  and  afterward  removed  to  the 
“Stone  Mill”  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and 
subsequently  to  the  adjoining  “Yellow  Mill,”  now 
the  “Bridge  Mill.”  It  was  the  largest  concern  of  its 
kind  in  the  place.  On  the  retirement  from  the  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Gay,  in  1824,  Mr.  Brown  succeeded 
him  to  the  business,  the  name  of  the  fimi  then  being 
changed  to  Pitcher  & Brown.  In  1842  Mr.  Brown 
succeeded  to  the  entire  business,  which  was  conduct- 
ed on  the  same  site  until  1850. 

Mr.  Brown  invented,  in  1820,  while  in  the  employ 
of  Pitcher  & Gay,  the  slide  rest  used  on  turning 
lathes  by  which  the  height  of  the  tool  can  be  ad- 
justed while  the  lathe  is  in  motion.  Ten  years  later, 
in  1830,  he  invented  a machine  for  cutting  bevel 
gears.  In  1838  he  invented  and  patented  a machine 
for  boring  the  passage  for  roving  through  the  arm 
of  the  long  flyer  roving  machine,  and  in  1842  the 
lathe  for  longitudinally  turning  bodies  of  irregular 
form  was  patented.  After  the  introduction  pi  the 
celebrated  Sharp  & Roberts  patent  self-acting  mule 
into  this  country,  Mr.  Brown  turned  his  attention 
to  its  manufacture,  and  in  building  these  machines 


acquired  a reputation  second  to  no  machinist  in 
the  United  States.  These  mules  were  first  intro- 
duced into  this  country  by'Maj.  Bradford  Durfee, 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  in  1839-40,  Mr.  Durfee  being 
then  the  agent  of  the  Annawan  Cotton  Mill,  at  Fall 
River,  and  while  visiting  Europe  on  business  for 
this  country  purchased  of  Sharp  & Roberts,  six  of 
their  mule  head  stocks.  From  Fall  River  they  were 
sent  to  the  firm  of  Pitcher  & Brown,  of  Pawtucket, 
who  put  them  together  and  they  were  successfully 
operated  in  the  mills  in  Fall  River.  This  firm  of 
Pitcher  & Brown  built  the  first  Sharp  & Roberts 
self-operating  mules  made  in  this  country,  they  being 
made  for  S.  B.  & H.  Chace,  of  Valley  Falls.  Mr. 
Brown  applied  himself  with  great  diligence  to  per- 
fecting and  simplifying  the  work  on  this  mule  in- 
vention, making  many  new  and  ingenious  tools  for 
the  purpose. 

In  1847  Brown  purchased  several  acres- of 
ground  on  Main  street,  in  Pawtucket,  on  which  he 
erected  a foundry.  Up  to  this  time  his  castings 
were  made  at  Easton,  Mass.  Two  years  later,  in 
1849,  he  erected  a large  brick  machine  shop,  which 
was  built  of  brick  he  himself  manufactured  of  a 
special  clay  from  Buckland’s  island,  in  Pawtucket 
river.  In  1859  he  erected  a substantial  pattern 
house,  his  works  at  that  time  being  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  complete  of  its  kind  in  this  coun- 
try. The  tools  and  equipment  for  these  works,  too, 
were  nearly  all  built  by  Mr.  Brown,  and  for  many  of 
them  he  obtained  patents.  For  several  years  prior 
to  the  Civil  war  the  only  cotton  manufacturing  ma- 
chines built  by  Mr.  Brown  were  the  Sharp  & 
Roberts  mule  and  the  long  flyer  speeder.  When 
the  English  fly-frame  was  being  generally  introduced 
he  was  urged  by  many  manufacturers  to  build  that 
machine  for  them ; but  he  steadily  declined  to  do  so, 
with  a firmness  that  seemed  to  them  almost  like  ob- 
stinacy, insisting  upon  it  that  they  were  not  what 
manufacturers  of  cotton  wanted,  and  that  the  Amer- 
ican long  flyer  roving  machines  could  be  rendered 
far  superior  to  the  English  fly-frame.  He  turned 
his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  American 
speeder.  After  careful  study  and  rnany  experiments, 
he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  desired  result,  and 
took'  out  a patent  for  his  improvement  in  January, 
1857.  The  result  only  verified  the  correctness  of 
his  opinion.  Almost  from  the  time  that  he  took 
out  his  patent  for  his  improvements  the  demands 
of  the  manufacturers  compelled  him  to  abandon  the 
building  of  mules,  and  to  turn  the  whole  force  of  his 
shop  to  the  construction  of  his  patent  speeder.  His 
improved  lathe  for  longitudinally  turning  bodies  of 
irregular  forms  was  designed  for  making  cotton 
machinery  rolls,  but  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  it  was  found  to  be  well  adapted  for  the 
manufacture  of  muskets.  As  a result  during  the 
war  his  large  establishment  was  engaged  in  making 
tools  and  machines  for  turning  gun-barrels,  giving 
employment  to  about  three  hundred  men. 

Prior  to  1862  Mr.  Brown  built  the  machines  for 
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the  American  File  Works  and  put  them  in  success- 
ful operation.  He  also  invented  a machine  for 
grinding  file  blanks  aftd  a furnace  for  hardening 
files.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  manufactured 
the  so-called  Parke,  Curtis  & Madley  mule,  an  Eng- 
lish machine  which  met  with  much  favor  among 
manufacturers.  In  this  mule  he  made  important 
and  valuable  improvements,  for  which  he  secured 
patents.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  much 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  malleable  iron, 
for  which  he  constructed  a foundry  near  his  ma- 
chine shop,  at  great  expense. 

Mr.  Brown  w^as  an  energetic,  prudent,  industri- 
ous man,  perfectly  temperate.  His  tools  and  ma- 
chinery were  built  regardless  of  cost,  to  do  good 
work.  He  became  one  of  the  foremost  manufact- 
urers of  cotton  machinery  in  this  country.  He  did 
not  seek  public  office.  He  had  enlightened  view's  and 
positive  opinions  upon  all  questions  of  political, 
social  and  moral  importance.  He  w’as  kind-hearted, 
and  between  him  and  many  of  his  old  employees 
there  existed  harmonious  and  tender  relations.  His 
daily  journeys  to  and  from  his  shop  were  as  regu- 
lar as  the  coming  up  and  going  dow'n  of  the  sun. 
His  florid  countenance  and  stout  frame  made  him  a 
conspicuous  figure  on  the  street.  Through  an  ac- 
cident in  boyhood  he  partially  lost  the  sight  of  one 
eye,  and  in  his  later  life  he  became  totally  blind. 
He  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  until  near 
the  close  of  his  days. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brown  was  a stanch 
Republican,  previously  a Whig.  He  was  a true 
patriot  during  the  Civil  war,  contributing  liberally 
toward  the  arming  and  equipping  of  the  soldiers. 

On  Feb.  23,  1829,  Mr.  Brow'ii  w'as  married  to 
Sarah  P.  Gridley.  Their  children  were : Abby  G., 
who  married  Thomas  K.  King,  mentioned  below ; 
Mary  D.,  now  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Warland,  whose 
sketch  follows ; James,  wdio  died  when  three  years 
old ; and  James,  whose  sketch  follows.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  September,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
almost  ninety  years,  and  w'as  laid  to  rest  in  Oak 
Grove  cemetery.  She  was  a member  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church,  and  w^as  a noble  Christian  Wo- 
man. 

In  1835  Mr.  Brown  built  the  mansion  house  on 
Walcott  street,  the  family  home  from  that  time  on 
as  long  as  he  lived.  Here  Mr.  Brown  died  Dec. 
29,  1879,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  Since  his 
death  the  old  house  has  been  removed  to  Summit 
street,  and  on  the  old  site  Mrs.  Warland  has  erected 
one  of  the  finest  modern  homes  in  the  city.  Through 
the  co-operation  of  this  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Warland,  we  are  able  to  present  the  excellent  like- 
ness of  Mr.  Brown  shown  herewith. 

Hox.  Thom.\s  K.  King  was  a son  of  Dr.  Dan 
King,  of  Preston,  Conn.  He  became  a lawyer  of 
note,  and  made  his  home  in  Pawtucket.  On  Nov. 
12,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Abby  G.  Brown,  sister 
of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Warland.  Mr.  King  was  appointed 
American  consul  to  Portugal,  by  President  Lincoln, 


and  was  later  consul  to  Belfast  and  Queenstown, 
Ireland.  He  died  in  January,  1871.  His  widow 
died  July  20,  1894,  and  both  are  buried  in  Oak 
Grove  cemetery. 

(VH)  James  Brown,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  • 

P.  (Gridley)  Brown,  was  born  Dec.  8,  1838,  in 
Pawtucket,  then  in  Massachusetts,  and  until  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place,  then  entered  the  University  Grammar 
School  of  Lyon  & Frieze,  at  Providence.  From  this 
school  he  was  graduated  in  1858.  He  learned  the  » 
machinist’s  trade  in  his  father’s  shop,  where  he  f 
was  afterward  occupied.  On  his  father’s  death,  in  i 
1879,  he  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  latter,  j! 
and  he  followed  worthily  in  the  footsteps  of  his  ^ 
father  and  grandfather,  sustaining  the  family  repu- 
tation. 

Mr.  Brown,  like  his  father,  was  a stanch  Repub-  j; 
lican,  but  unlike  him,  was  prominent  in  active  party  , 
work,  and  held  various  public  offices  of  honor  and  I 
trust,  from  1888  to  1892  representing  his  ward — ji 
the  Fourth — in  the  common  council,  being  presi-  i' 
dent  of  that  body  from  1889  to  1891.  In  1893  he 
was  chief  executive  officer  of  Pawtucket.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s  Asso- 
ciation. He  was  an  attendant  upon  the  services  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  He  entered  into  rest 
Aug.  17,  1902. 

In  May,  1864,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Su- 
san A.  Aldrich,  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  and  this  union 
was  blessed  with  five  children  as  follows : Ella, 
who  died  in  childhood ; Philip  Arthur,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nine ; Ruth  S. ; Alice  J. ; and  James  S., 
who  resides  in  Providence,  ,and  has  one  son, 
James  S. 

CHARLES  ALFRED  WARLAND.  The 
Warland  family  of  Pawtucket,  the  head  of  which 
was  the  late  Charles  Alfred  Warland,  who  for  forty 
and  more  years  was  one  of  the  substantial  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  that  city,  esteemed  and  respected 
and  many  times  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
is  a branch  of  the  Cambridge,  Mass.-,  family  of  the 
name,  one  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  and 
more  years’  standing  there,  the  earliest  ancestor  of 
which  anything  definite  is  known  being  Owen  War- 
land,  an  account  of  whom,  together  with  the  gen- 
ealogy of  the  intervening  generations  between  him 
and  the  late  head  of  the  Pawtucket  family,  follows 
in  chronological  order. 

(I)  Owen  Warland  is  of  record  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  as  marrying  April  3,  1679,  Hannah  Gay, 
and  to  them  came  children  as  follows:  William, 
born  March  27,  1680;  and  Rebecca.  The  father 
was  a currier,  and  resided  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Holyoke  and  South  streets,  which  estate  he 
bought  of  John  Shepard  in  1681.  He  was  constable 
in  1^7.  Both  he  and  his  wife  probably  died  before 
1716. 

(H)  William  Warland,  born  March  27,  1680, 
married  (first)  Feb.  3,  1701-02,  Tabitha,  daughter 
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of  Jacob  Hill.  She  died  Jan.  6,  1717-18,  aged  thirty- 
four,  and  he  married  (second)  July  3,  1718,  Anne, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Josiah  Parker.  In  1705  the  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Warland  conveyed  to  him  the  westerly 
half  of  their  homestead.  He  died  Sept.  29,  1727. 
His  wife,  Anne,  survived,  and  in  1745,  in  connection 
with  her  son  Owen,  bought  the  estate  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  Dunster  and  Winthrop  streets,  where 
she  subsequently  resided  until  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  22,  1763.  The  children  of  Mr. 
Warland  were:  William,  born  Oct.  3,  1706;  Sarah, 
baptized  Jan.  9,  1708-09;  Tabitha,  born  March  3, 
1710-11 ; Sarah  (2),  born  in  1713;  Rebecca,  baptized 
Sept.  4,  1715;  William  (2),  baptized  Jan.  12,  1717- 
18;  Anne,  baptized  March  29,  1719;  Thomas,  bap- 
tized Aug.  13,  1721 ; Owen,  baptized  June  2,  1723; 
and  John,  baptized  Dec.  ii,  1726. 

(III)  John  Warland,  baptized  Dec.  ii,  1726, 
married  Sept.  26,  1754,  Mary  Manning.  IMr.  War- 
land  bought,  in  1758,  a home  and  small  lot  of  land 
at  the  junction  of  Brighton  and  Brattle  streets.  He 
died  Oct.  6,  1762.  His  widow,  Mary,  married,  in 
1763,  William  Darling,  and  died  in  her  second 
widowhood  May  27,  1817,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
The  children  of  Mr.  Warland  were:  John,  born 
July  16,  1755;  and  William,  baptized  May  25, 
1760. 

(IV)  John  Warland  (2),  born  July  16,  1755, 
married  (first)  March  12,  1776,  Hannah  Prentice. 
She  died  Aug.  12,  1803,  and  he  married  (second) 
Feb.  5,  1806,  Sarah  Palmer.  Mr.  Warland  was  a 
mason,  and  farmed  the  homestead,  which  he  ex- 
changed in  1784  (reserving  his  mother’s  dower 
therein)  for  an  estate  on  the  easterly  side  of  Brattle 
Square,  near  Mount  Auburn  street,  where  he  died 
Nov.  20,  1809.  His  wife  Sarah  survived.  His 
children  were:  Hannah,  born  Oct.  23,  1776;  Han- 
nah (2),  born  June  14,  1778 j John,  bOrn  Dec.  28, 
1779;  William,  born  March  8,  1782;  Polly  (Mary), 
baptized  February  29,  1784;  Ebenezer,  baptized 
Feb.  12,  1786;  Charles,  baptized  Dec. ' 16,  1787; 
Charles  (2),  born  in  1789;  and  Hannah,  born  about 
December,  1792. 

(V)  John  Warland  (3),  born  Dqc.  28,  1779, 
married  (first)  June  20,  1805,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Bates.  She  died  Aug.  23,  1824,  aged  forty- 
three,  and  he  married  (second)  Sept.  8,  1825,  Pris- 
cilla Hill.  She  died  May  16,  1830,  aged  thirty-four 
and  he  married  (third),  likely  in  1833,  as  his  inten- 
tions of  marriage  were  published  April  6th  of 
that  year,  Mary  Ann  Phelps,  of  Marlboro.  Mr.' 
Warland  was  a mason.  He  inherited  the  homestead, 
which  he  sold  in  1810.  He  bought  in  1802  an  es- 
tate on  Appian  Way,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  several  adjoining  estates,  on  one  of  which, 
fronting  on  Brattle  street,  he  resided.  He  accumulated 
a considerable  property,  consisting  chiefly  of  houses 
and  lands  on  both  sides  of  Appian  Way.  He  died 
Feb.  15,  1852.  His  wife,  Mary  Ann,  died  Dec.  20, 
1871.  His  children  were:  Sarah,  born  May  20, 
1806,  died  June  29,  1806;  John  Henry,  born  April 


20,  1807;  Mary  Madelin,  born  Jan.  21,  1809;  Theo- 
dore, born  June  i,  1812;  Alfred,  born  April  9,  1814; 
Charles  Horace,  born  Sept.  18,  1816;  Sarah  A., 
born  Nov.  9,  1818;  Ann  E.,  baptized  Aug.  4,  1822; 
Caroline  Priscilla,  baptized  Sept.  17,  1826;  Henriet- 
ta Hill;  Charles  Alfred,  born  April  ii,  1830;  Ed- 
ward Merrick ; Francis  Horace,  born  May  7,  1836; 
and  Emily  Phelps. 

(VI)  Charles  Alfred  Warland,  son  of  John  and 
Priscilla  (Hill)  Warland,  was  born  April  ii,  1830, 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.  After  attending  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place  he  entered  at  an  early 
age  the  commission  house  of  Charles  Wilkins  & Co., 
dealers  in  cotton,  coffee,  tea  and  other  commodities, 
remaining  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  After  severing  his  connection  with  that 
concern  he  entered  into  the  shipping  business  and 
traveled  extensively  through  the  western  States. 
He  came  to  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in  1856,  and,  after 
being  employed  in  the  counting-room  of  the  James 
F.  Brown  Machine  Shop  for  some  time,  he  finally 
became  a member  of  the  concern,  the  firm  name 
being  changed  to  James  S.  Brown  & Sons.  Mr. 
Warland  opened  the  first  office  in  Pawtucket  de- 
voted solely  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate, 
he  having  retired  from  the  firm  of  James  S.  Brown 
& Sons  in  1868,  and  interested  himself  in  the  real 
estate  business  at  that  time.  He  first  located  in 
the  Almy  block  (now  the  Smith  building),  on  Main 
street,  and  remained  there  until  1874,  when  he  re- 
moved to  No.  48  East  avenue,  at  which  place  he 
conducted  the  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  both  a broker  and  auctioneer,  made  pur- 
chases, and  sold  and  managed  estates.  In  the  latter 
line  he  had  charge  of  numerous  properties  of  con- 
siderable extent,  including  the  Jenks,  Goff  and 
Weedon  possessions.  His  wisdom  and  experience  in 
this  capacity  were  frequently  recognized  by  the 
courts,  and  he  had  been  commissioned  at  various 
times  to  apportion  estates  among  heirs.  The  city 
of  Pawtucket,  also  appreciating  his  ability  in  this 
line,  employed  him  to  value  property  condemned 
for  public  purposes.  In  1872  he  was  appointed 
by  the  governor  and  council  of  Massachusetts,  a 
commissioner  in  Rhode  Island  for  the  “administer- 
ing of  oaths,  taking  deposition  affidavits,  acknowl- 
edgments of  deeds  and  other  instruments”  to  be 
used  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  He  held  the 
office  until  December,  1893,  when  he  resigned  after 
a period  of  twenty-one  years.  He  was  a member  of 
the  town  council  of  the  town  of  Pawtucket,  and  with 
others  who  held  office  at  that  time  was  instrumental 
in  instituting  a correct  system  of  accounts  in  the 
police  department.  In  1874  he  was  tax  assessor. 

Mr.  Warland  was  a thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
and  was  a member  of  Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No. 
29,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
No.  4;  Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters ; Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8,  all 
of  Pawtucket.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Consistory,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
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Rite,  and  Palestine  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Providence.  He  was  a member  of  the 
building  committee  during  the  erection  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple  at  Pawtucket. 

On  Oct.  1 8,  1855,  Mr.  Warland  was  married 
to  Mary  Dana,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  S.  Brown, 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  one  child,  a daugh- 
ter, Sarah  J.  Warland,  who  married  Mr.  Horace 
W.  Davenport,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  She  is  now 
deceased. 

Mr.  Warland  died  Aug.  27,  1899,  at  his  home  on 
Walcott  street,  Pawtucket,  of  Bright’s  disease,  after 
a lingering  illness  of  two  months  or  more.  His  fu- 
neral was  held  on  the  Wednesday  afternoon  follow- 
ing his  death,  at  his  late  residence,  the  officiating 
ministers  being  Rev.  Marion  Law,  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Pawtucket,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Chapin,  of  Bar- 
rington, R.  I.  The  board  of  managers  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple  Company  attended  the  funeral  in  a 
body,  and  there  were  present  a large  number  of 
long-time  friends  and  associates  of  the  deceased. 
Sir  Knight  Charles  S.  Foster,  Eminent  Commander, 
and  officers  of  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  per- 
formed the  Templar  service  at  the  house.  The  in- 
terment was  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery.  The  bearers 
were  Bela  P.  Clapp,  James  Nisbet,  Henry  A. 
Pierce,  Joseph  A.  Foster,  J.  Milton  Payne  and  John 
F.  Adams. 

For  several  years  Mrs.  Warland  has  been  an 
invalid,  but  in  spite  of  her  physical  infirmities  her 
mind  is  perfectly  clear,  and  the  sweetness  and  pa- 
tience with  which  she  bears  her  affliction  are  but 
the  reflection  of  her  brave  Christian  spirit  in  sub- 
mitting unquestioningly  and  uncomplainingly  to 
divine  will.  She  is  a faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  St.  Paul’s  Church.  Her  winters  are  passed 
in  her  beautiful  home  on  Walcott  street,  and  her 
summers  in  her  home  at  Annawomscutt,  Barring- 
ton, Rhode  Island. 

Sarah  J.  Warland,  only  child  of  Mrs.  Charles 
A.  Warland,  was  born  Aug.  15,  1861,  in  Pawtucket, 
where  she  attended  school.  She  finished  her  literary 
education  at  the  Friends  School  in  Providence,  and 
later  studied  art  under  Miss  Coleman,  of  Provi- 
dence, making  a specialty  of  water  colors  and  china 
painting.  She  married  Horace  W.  Davenport,  and 
died  April  5,  1890,  leaving  one  son,  Horace  War- 
land,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  grandmother.  He 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  Pawtucket, 
and  at  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  School,  Concord,  N.  H., 
and  later  attended  Williston  Academy,  at  East- 
hampton,  Massachusetts. 

BARSTOW.  The  Scituate-Hanover  (Mass.) 
Barstow  family,  of  which  the  Providence  (R.  I.) 
Barstows  form  a branch,  is  one  among  the  ancient 
families  of  Massachusetts,  its  coming  thither 
reaching  back  to  1635,  when  William  Barstow,  the 
progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  came 
over  from  Yorkshire,  England,  then  the  home 
of  many  of  the  name  and  where  it  still  con- 


tinues. Through  much  of  the  past  century  the  ; 
Providence  branch  of  the  family  has  figured  more  j 
or  less  prominently  in  the  business  life  of  the  town  | 
and  city,  and  been  among  its  substantial  men  and 
women;  and  some  members  of  this  branch  have, 
been  more  than  merely  prominent — really  conspicu- 
ous. Reference  is  especially  directed  to  the  late 
Hon.  Amos  Chaffee  Barstow,  long  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  great  industries  of  the  city  which  is 
still  in  the  family,  it  having  descended  from  father 
to  son  through  several  generations,  and  as  well 
one  of  the  leading  public  men  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  both  the  city  of  Providence  and  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island. 

This  article  is  designed  to  refer  briefly  to  some 
of  the  Providence  Barstows  and  to  both  their  line- 
age and  posterity.  In  the  genealogy  that  follows 
the  order  is  chronological,  the  Roman  characters 
indicating  generations  from  the  American  ancestor. 

(I)  William  Barstow,  aged  twenty-three, 
came  in  the  “Trulove”  in  September,  1635.  He 
was  before  the  General  Court  in  June,  1636.  He 
was  a proprietor  of  Dedham  in  1636;  removed  to 
Scituate ; contracted  to  build  a bridge  and  keep 
it  in  repair  in  1664.  He  married  at  Dedham,  8th 
of  5th  month,  1638,  Ann  Hubbard,  who  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  church,  i6th  of  7th  month,  1641. 
IMr.  Barstow  was  a man  of  high  respectability  and 
a most  worthy  and  enterprising  citizen.  He  was  an 
extensive  landholder  and  a man  of  some  note.  He 
died  in  Scituate  in  1668.  His  children  were:  Jo- 
seph, born  4th  month,  6th  day,  1639;  Mary,  born 
loth  month,  28th  day.  1641 ; Patience,  born  loth 
month,  3d  day,  1643 ! Deborah,  baptized  Aug.  18, 
1650;  William,  baptized  in  September,  1652;  and 
Martha,  baptized  April  22,  1655. 

(H)  William  Barstow  (2),  son  of  William, 
baptized  in  September,  1652,  in  Scituate,  married 
a woman  whose  Christian  name  was  Sarah.  They 
occupied  Mr.  Barstow’s  father’s  house  and  he  prob- 
ably to  some  extent  followed  the  business  of  ship- 
building. He  was  possessed  of  a sawmill  and  other 
property  which  he  bequeathed  to  his  seven  children. 
His  will  bears  date  of  1711.  His  children  were: 
Rebecca,  born  March  12,  1676;  Martha,  in  1678; 
Anna,  June  26,  1681  ; William,  Nov.  23,  1684; 

Mary, 21,  1687;  Benjamin,  July  22,  1690;  and 

Susanna,  Nov.  8,  1693. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Barstow,  son  of  William  (2), 
born  July  22,  1690,  married  (first)  Dec.  20,  1709, 
Mercy  Randall.  She  died  Dec.  17,  1728,  in  Han- 
over, Mass.,  and  he  married  (second)  May  15, 
1729-30,  Sarah  Barden  (or  Burden),  of  Middle- 
boro,  who  died  about  1738.  He  married  (third) 
Nov.  22,  1738,  Widow  Ruth  Winslow.  Mr.  Bar- 
stow occupied  the  house  of  his  father,  which  had 
previously  been  that  of  his  grandfather  William 
Barstow.  He  seems,  too,  to  have  followed  their 
trade,  being  a shipwright  and  having  his  yard  near 
the  “N”  River  Bridge.  It  is  said  he  had  twenty- 
one  children,  nineteen  of  them  being  as  follows: 
Benjamin,  born  Oct.  9,  1710;  Martha,  born  Jan. 
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20,  1712;  Martha  (2),  baptized  Aug.  14,  1715; 
Benjamin  (2),  baptized  Sept,  2,  1716;  Nathaniel, 
baptized  Aug.  ii,  1717;  Caleb,  baptized  March  20, 
1719;  Mercy,  baptized  Aug.  19,  1722;  Margaret, 
baptized  June  27,  1725;  Kebecca,  baptized  June 
II,  1727;  a daughter  baptized  July  10,  1728; 
Gideon,  baptized  Feb.  14,  1728-29  (all  born  to  the 
first  marriage) ; George,  baptized  Jan.  10,  1731 ; 
Thomas,  baptized  Feb.  27,  1732;  James,  baptized 
Feb.  22,  1734;  Jacob,  baptized  Feb.  15,  1736; 
Gideon  (2),  baptized  January,  1738  (all  born  to 
the  second  marriage)  ; Caleb;  Sarah,  baptized  May 
5,  1741 ; and  Content. 

(IV)  Caleb  Barstow,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
about  1740,  married  Nov.  23,  1770,  Sy Ivina  Ma- 
goun,  of  Pembroke.  He  died  March  17,  1800,  in 
the  town  of  Windsor,  Conn.  His  widow  died  in 
"Matt.”  in  May,  1816,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 
Their  children  were : Caleb,  born  September,  1771 ; 
Benjamin;  Sylvia,  born  March,  1775;  Sarah,  born 
Aug.  22,  1776;  Elias,  born  July  3,  1779;  Achsa, 
born  March  17,  1781 ; Isaac,  born  October,  1783 ; 
William,  born  in  December,  1785 ; and  Nathaniel, 
born  April  28,  1788. 

(V)  Elias  Barstow,  son  of  Caleb,  born  July 
3,  1779,  married  Sept.  14,  1800,  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  and  Rebecca  Wood,  and  they  were  residents 
of  Providence.  He  built  a number  of  vessels  in 
that  place.  He  was  a strictly  temperate  man 
through  life,  and  a trustee  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  1821.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Ann  E.,  born  Aug.  19,  1801,  married 
Dec.  25,  1821,  Thomas  Hathaway;  Edwin,  born 
April  14,  1803;  Elias,  born  Feb.  26,  1805;  Thomas, 
born  Oct.  16,  1807 ; Rebecca  W.,  born  April  4, 
1810;  William,  born  July  10,  1812;  Sarah  B., 
born  July  6,  1814,  married  Feb.  21,  1834,  Allen 
F.  Manchester,  of  Providence ; and  Achsah,  born 
Dec.  22,  1816.  Elias  Barstow,  the  father,  died  in 
1840. 

(VI)  William  Barstow,  son  of  Elias,  born  July 
10,  1812,  married  July  18,  1839,  Julia  G.  Hodges, 
and  they  resided  in  Providence,  R.  I.  He  died  Oct. 
22,  1878,  and  his  widow  survived  until  April  12, 

-1904.  The  only  child  of  this  union,  Martha  P., 
born  Oct.  i,  1841,  is,  like  her  parents,  fond  of  good 
literature,  and  has  found  pleasing  companionship  in 
the  best  English  and  American  authors.  Miss 
Barstow  became  secretary  of  an  auxiliary  society 
(started  in  1874)  to  the  Board  of  the  Old  Men’s 
Home,  and  became  secretary  of  the  Corporation 
of  the  latter  society  in  1895,  an  office  she  still  most 
capably  fills. 

William  Barstow  was  educated  in  Providence, 
and  when  a young  man  went  South,  where  for 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  business.  He  later 
established  himself  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
carpet  business  in  Providence,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  a number  of  years,  and  from  which  he 
won  a large  fortune.  This  fortune  he  later  lost  in 
unfortunate  business  indorsements.  In  the  conduct 
of  his  business  he  was  progressive,  energetic  and 


enterprising,  and  at  one  time  had  a New  York 
office  for  the  carrying  on  of  his  business  through  a 
larger  territory.  From  1840  to  1847  as 

his  partner  his  cousin,  Ephraim  Randall  Barstow. 
Mr.  Barstow  was  most  generous  and  obliging.  In 
his  personal  appearance  he  was  the  typical  courtly, 
intelligent  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  kindly  and 
dignified.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican  but 
never  took  any  active  part  in  political  affairs.  He 
was  a member  of  the  first  Light  Infantry.  He 
found  his  recreation  in  the  reading  of  good  books, 
especially  works  of  travel. 

FENNER.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  Provi- 
dence were  William,  John  and  Capt.  Arthur  Fen- 
ner, sons  of  Thomas  Fenner  of  Branford,  Conn., 
where  he  died  May  15,  1647.  William,  after  a resi- 
dence of  several  years  in  Providence,  removed  in 
1659  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  thence  to  Saybrook,  Conn., 
where  he  died  leaving  no  issue.  Capt.  John  Fen- 
ner resided  in  Providence  a few  years,  but  finally 
exchanged  his  property  in  Providence  with  his 
brother  Capt.  Arthur,  for  land  in  Saybrook.  He 
died  in  1709,  leaving  a widow,  one  son  John,  who 
died  unmarried,  and  several  daughters. 

(I)  Capt.  Arthur  Fenner,  with  whom  the  geneal- 
ogy of  the  Rhode  Island  Fenners  begins,  was  born 
in  1622,  and,  according  to  tradition,  became  an 
officer  in  Cromwell’s  army.  He  is  of  record  in 
Providence  as  early  as  1650,  the  year  in  which 
he  purchased  land  there.  Capt.  Arthur  Fenner 
was  not  only  distinguished  for  his  commanding 
ability  in  civil  affairs,  but  for  his  soldierly  quali- 
ties, serving  as  chief  commander  of  the  King’s 
garrison  at  Providence.  Capt.  Fenner  (first) 
Mehetable  Waterman,  and  (second)  Howlong  Har- 
ris, marrying  the  latter  in  December,  1684.  He 
died  in  1703.  and  his  widow  passed  away  in  1708. 
His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were ; 
Thomas,  Arthur,  Sarah,  Freelove,  Bethiah  and 
Phebe. 

(H)  Major  Thomas  Fenner,  son  of  Capt. 
Arthur,  was  born  in  September,  1652.  He  was 
long  prominent  in  public  life  as  is  evidenced  in 
his  public  career  outlined  in  the  foregoing.  He 
bore  the  title  of  “Major”  being  Major  for  the 
Main  in  1712-13.  He  was  twice  married,  marrying 
(first)  Alice  Ralph,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
Ralph,  and  (second)  in  1682,  Dinah  Borden,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Harris)  Borden.  Major 
Fenner  lived  in  Providence,  where  he  died  in  1718. 
His  widow  Dinah  passed  away  in  1716.  His  chil- 
dren, all  born  to  the  second  marriage  were : Wil- 
liam, Freelove,  Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Richard,  Jo- 
seph, Mary,  Sarah,  Arthur,  Eleazer  and  John. 

(H)  Hon.  Arthur  Fenner,  son  of  Capt. 
Arthur,  married  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Whipple)  Smith,  and  was  of  Provi- 
dence. He  was  deputy  in  1707,  1710,  and  1720.  He 
was  a member  of  the  town  council  in  1717,  1722 
and  1723;  and  served  as  assistant  in  1718  and  1721. 
He  died  in  1725,  and  his  widow  Mary  passed  away 
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in  1737.  Their  children  were:  Arthur,  John,  Ed- 
ward, Mary  and  Mercy. 

( III)  Thomas  Fenner  (2),  son  of  Thomas 
and  Dinah,  married  in  1710,  Miss  Abbot,  daughter 
of  Daniel,  high  sheriff,  and  sister  of  Gov.  Daniel 
Abbot,  and  their  children  were:  Thomas  married 
(first) /Phebe  Hawkins,  and  (second)  Sarah  War- 
ner, and  (third)  Freelove  Turner ; William  mar- 
ried Christina  Arnold;  Daniel,  born  in  i7io>  mar- 
ried (first)  Jane  Roberts,  born  in  1712,  and  (sec- 
ond) in  1762,  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Harris. 

(III)  Hon.  Richard  F'enner,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Dinah,  born  in  1695,  married  (first)  Jan.  ii, 
1716,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Abigail 
(Tillinghast)  Sheldon,  and  (second)  Abigail 
Thornton,  daughter  of  Richard  Clemence,  and  lived 
in  what  became  Johnston,  R.  I.  Mr.  Fenner  was 
a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  town  of  Providence, 
chosen  in  1732,  and  held  various  offices  of  honor. 
His  death  occurred  in  1773,  when  he  was  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  His  children  were : Abigail, 
born  in  1718;  Richard,  born  about  1719;  Lydia, 
born  about  1720,  married  Job  Angell ; Arthur,  born 
Jan.  6,  1725,  married  Phebe  Harris,  and  died  in 
1793;  John  married  Ruth  Potter;  Jeremiah,  born 
in  1730,  married  Anne  Warner. 

(IV)  Richard  Fenner,  born  about  1719,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Arnold,  born  June  9,  1721. 

(V)  Richard  Fenner,  son  of  Richard  and 
Elizabeth,  was  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  died  Feb. 
17,  1799.  In  1775  he  was  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  a=<heutenant  in  the 
First  Company  of  Johnston  militia,  and  was  made 
captain  of  the  company  in  1776.  In  1778  he  was 
appointed  major  of  the  First  regiment  of  Militia 
in  the  county  of  Providence,  and  of  the  same  in 
1779,  and  in  the  last  named  year  he  was  made 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  same  organization. 

(VI)  James  Fenner,  son  of  Lieut.  Col.  Rich- 
ard, married  Tabitha  Thomas. 

(VII)  Thomas  Fenner,  son  of  James  and 
Tabitha,  married  Mary  Leach,  and  had  children: 
Cyril;  Sarah,  who  married  Esek  Ramsdell ; John 
L. ; and  Nicholas  Arnold. 

(VTII)  NiciiOL.A.s  Arnold  Fenner,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Leach)  Fenner,  was  born  May 
29,  1807,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  where  he 
was  reared  on  a farm,  his  father  and  grandfather 
before  him  being  farmers.  While  growing  up  his 
boyhood  was  passed  in  a manner  not  unlike  that 
of  farmers’  sons  in  general,  alternating  between 
work  on  the  farm  in  season  and  attendance  at  the 
district  school  through  the  winters.  By  the  time 
he  had  reached  his  seventeenth  year  he  had  spent 
three  years  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  also  had 
given  some  considerable  time  to  the  study  of  me- 
chanical drawing.  Following  the  period  of  his 
apprenticeship  he  worked  for  a year  as  a journey- 
man carpenter  for  the  man  with  whom  he  had 
served  his  time,  then  engaged  in  business  as  a 
contractor  and  l)uilder  for  himself,  doing  his  own 


designing  and  drawing,  and  as  well  making  plans 
for  other  builders.  FMr  some  years  thereafter  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  machinist’s  trade  and 
business,  engaging  for  a time,  associated  with  his 
brother,  John  L.  Fenner,  in  the  business  of  build-, 
ing  machinery  for  cotton  mills,  and  with  his 
brother  he  worked  in  the  machine  shop  of  Jilson 
& Capron  at  Willimantic;  and  he  himself  was  also 
for  a period  employed  on  general  repairs  in  a 
machine  shop  at  Central  Falls,  this  State.  He  was 
next  in  Providence  working  in  the  steam  mill  there, 
and  for  a period  he  was  in  charge  of  the  pattern 
department  of  the  High  Street  Foundry. 

Prior  to  1842  there  were  no  butt-hinges  manu- 
factured in  this  country,  and  in  that  year  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  this  line  of  goods  was  be- 
gun by  Mr.  Fenner.  He  made  patterns  for  an 
assortment  of  hinges,  formed  a company,  associat- 
ing with  him  for  the  purpose,  Charles  Miller  and 
Silliman  Perkins,  and  they  soon  put  upon  the  mar- 
ket a line  of  loose-joint  butt-hinges,  probably  the 
first  made  in  this  country.  In  about  a year  Mr. 
Miller  sold  his  interest  in  the  concern  to  the  other 
members,  who  continued  the  business  for  perhaps 
a decade,  when  Mr.  Perkins  sold  his  interest  to 
Mr.  A.  C.  Barstow  and  Apollus  Richmond.  Dur- 
ing his  connection  with  the  business  Mr.  Fenner 
had  a general  oversight  and  management  of  it; 
he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  works  and  later 
became  the  agent  and  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

From  the  time  of  the  organization  of  this  com- 
pany and  the  starting  of  their  business,  Mr.  Fen- 
ner had  been  closely  identified  with  it,  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  making  it  the  great  suc- 
cess it  became.  He  was  largely  interested  in  it 
financially,  and  long  continued  in  office — until  his 
death  Nov.  3,  1882.  The  corporation,  which  is 
now  known  as  the  New  England  Butt  Company, 
was  incorporated  in  1853,  since  which  time  it  has 
greatly  extended  its  scope.  Besides  making  butt- 
hinges,  the  company  now  make  braiding  machines 
and  do  a large  foundry  business.  They  make  a 
complete  line  of  braiding  machinery  for  all  kinds 
of  round  and  flat  braids,  shoe  laces,  sash  and  cur- 
tain cords.  The  president  of  the  corporation  is 
now  Mr,  Herbert  N.  Fenner,  a son  of  the  founder 
of  the  business  and  former  president  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

The  senior  Mr.  Fenner  was  not  only  the 
founder  of  the  business  of  the  New  England  Butt 
Company,  but  he  originated  the  first  machinery 
placed  in  the  factory,  and  he  was  also  the  patentee 
of  a wire-joint  butt-hinge,  the  manufacture  of 
which  has  been  very  profitable  to  the  company. 

Aside  from  his  large  interests  and  manifold 
business  cares  Mr.  Fenner  gave  some  attention  to 
public  affairs  and  served  his  fellow  citizens  of 
Providence  very  satisfactorily  in  both  branches  of 
the  city  government,  being  a member  of  the  com- 
mon council  in  1875-77  of  the  board  of  alder- 
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men  in  1878-80.  In  the  last  mentioned  year  he 
occupied  a seat  from  the  city  of  Providence  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly. 
While  not  a partisan,  his  sympathies  were  with  the 
Republican  party. 

In  September,  1832,  Mr.  Fenner  was  married 
to  Deborah  Brown,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Amey  (Arnold)  Brown,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and 
the  following  children-  blessed  this  marriage, 
namely:  Maria  Brown,  who  married  (first)  Ed- 
ward Rhodes,  and  (second)  Frank  R.  Holden; 
John  M.  and  Ellen  S.,  twins,  of  whom  the  former 
married  Almira  Knight;  Ellen  S.  (2),  who  married 
Charles  H.  Beedle ; Mary  Elizabeth ; and  Herbert 
Nicholas.  The  first  four  children  were  born  in 
Scituate,  and  the  others  in  Providence. 

LANDERS.  For  the  last  third  of  a century 
and' more  the  business  interests  of  Newport  and 
the  public  affairs  of  that  city  and  of  the  State  of 
Rliode  Island  have  had  an  able  exponent  in  the 
person  of  Hon.  Albert  Crocker  Landers,  former 
State  auditor  and  insurance  commissioner,  and  the 
present  postmaster  of  Newport.  Colonel  Landers 
is  a son  of  Edward  Landers,  who  was  a native  of 
Falmouth,  Mass.,  and  early  in  life  removed  to  New- 
port, R.  I.  There  Edward  Landers  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  carriages  on  Sherman  street,  con- 
tinuing in  that  line  of  business  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  industrious,  quiet,  unostenta- 
tious and  devout,  being  actively  engaged  in  re- 
ligious work  in  connection  with  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Newport.  For  more  than  thirty- 
four  years  he  was  chorister  of  the  church,  and  so 
constant  was  his  attendance  that  his  familiar  voice 
and  figure  seemed  inseparable  from  the  service. 

Edward  Landers  married  Mary  Foster  Bodfish, 
of  Falmouth,  Mass.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  Newport,  generally  esteemed  and  greatly  be- 
loved. The  following  six  children  were  born  to 
their  union:  (i)  John  B.,  a member  of  Company 
F,  ist  R.  I.  V.  I.,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
wounded  at  Bull  Run,  later  promoted  to  be  captain 
in  the  5th  R.  I.  V".  I.,  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  which  position  he  held  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  Jamestown  in  1907. 
(2)  William  R.,  a resident  of  Newport,  died  there 
in  1907,  aged  seventy-two  years.  He  was  also  cap- 
tain in  the  5th  R.  I.  V.  I.,  and  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  carriage-making  business.  (3)  Ed- 
ward D.  engaged  for  a number  of  years  with  Wil- 
liam C.  Cozzens  & Co.,  in  the  carpet  and  general 
housefurnishing  business,  and  later  in  the  same 
business  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  died.  (4) 
James  H.,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  with  the  4th 
R.  I.  V.  I.,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
^’^rg.  (5)  Thatcher  T.,  of  Charlestown,  Mass., 

is  employed  in  the  railroad  repair  shops.  (6)  Al- 
bert C.  is  mentioned  below. 

Albert  C.  Landers  was  born  in  Newport,  June 
19,  1845,  educated  in  the  public  schools 

of  the  city.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  evinced 


his  self-reliance  and  independence  by  establishing 
a fruit  and  confectionery  business  at  No.  67  Broad 
street,  now  Broadway.  After  an  experience  of 
three  years  in  that  line  he  purchased  of  William 

E.  Dennis  a business  which  embraced  china,  glass- 
ware and  fancy  goods,  and  has  since  continued  this 
with  marked  success,  his  prosperous  and  well- 
stocked  store  being  located  on  Thames  street,  New- 
port’s business  thoroughfare.  The  establishment 
is  now  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  C. 
Landers  & Son,  the  senior  partner  being  associated 
with  his  son,  William  Gould  Landers. 

Straightforward  and  enterprising  in  his  busi- 
ness life,  frank  and  honorable  in  his  intercourse 
with  men,  Mr.  Landers  early  won  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  has  most  efficiently  and 
capably  served  them  in  various  public  capacities. 
In  early  manhood  he  espoused  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  soon  given  a place  on 
the  State  central  committee,  on  which  for  twenty 
and  more  years  he  continued  in  intelligent  ana  ef- 
fective work.  For  more  than  twenty-five  years  he 
was  also  chairman  of  the  Republican  city  commit- 
tees, but  in  1899,  upon  being  appointed  postmaster 
by  President  AicKinley,  he  resigned  his  member- 
ship in  those  bodies,  which  had  so  long  depended 
upon  his  wise  counsel  and  faithful  work.  From 
1883  to  1885  he  served  as  aide-de-camp  on  the 
personal  staff  of  Governor  Bourne,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel ; and  was  State  auditor  and  insurance 
commissioner  from  the  spring  of  1891  until  1899, 
when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  postmastership  of 
Newport. 

Colonel  Landers  is  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O. 

F. ,  tne  Elks,  Knights  of  Honor  and  Good  Fellows, 
and  holds  active  membership  in  the  Lawrence  Club 
of  Newport,  of  which  he  is  vice-president,  and  in 
the  Athletic  Club  of  Providence.  In  religion  he  is 
a member  and  active  supporter  of  the  United  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Newport.  Besides  having 
been  active  in  the  business,  social  and  political 
world.  Colonel  Landers  has  also  been  officially  iden- 
tified with  various  financial  and  corporate  interests. 
He  has  served  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Island 
Savings  Bank,  and  as  a director  and  secretary  of  the 
Old  Colony  Street  Railway  Company. 

In  June,  1866,  Colonel  Landers  married  Sarah 
Perry  Clarke,  daughter  of  Jonathan  C.  Clarke,  and 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Joshua  Perry,  of 
Newport.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
them : Edward  Perry,  who  is  living  at  home,  un- 
married; William  Gould,  unmarried  and  associated 
with  his  father  in  business  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  A.  C.  Landers  & Son ; Albert  C.,  Jr.,  member  of 
the  firm  of  Landers  & Peckham,  of  Newport,  dealers 
in  butter,  eggs,  etc.,  and  married  to  Lottie  Easton, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Easton,  of  Newport  (they 
have  two  children,  Cole  Easton  and  Stewart)  ; Marj- 
F.,  widow'  of  Obia  L.  Sypher,  residing  with  her 
father,  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Mary  F. 
Sypher;  Charles  S.,  an  employe  of  George  E.  Ver- 
non & Company,  of  Newport ; Sarah  Perry,  wife  of 
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Col.  Harold  A.  Peckhani,  of  the  above  mentioned 
firm  of  Landers  & Peckham,  Newport,  and  the 
mother  of  Harold  S. ; Martha  Smith,  living  at  home, 
unmarried ; Earle  E.,  a clerk  with  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company,  of  Providence;  and  Harry  R.,  who 
is  in  the  employ  of  Herbert  L.  Dyer,  in  the  real  es- 
tate and  insurance  business. 

Colonel  Landers  is  a man  of  versatility,  and  yet 
of  most  substantial  qualities.  In  his  business  he  has 
displayed  thrift,  fidelity  and  integrity,  and  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  public  duties  promptness,  thorough- 
ness and  marked  executive  ability.  He  possesses 
a genial  manner,  which  is  but  the  index  of  a gener- 
ous and  charitable  nature,  and  is  not  only  ready  but 
anxious  to  assist  the  deserving.  He  is  therefore 
not  only  among  the  most  popular  men  in  the  com- 
munity, but  there  are  none  who  command  a greater 
share  of  its  respect  and  esteem. 

CHARLES  PERRY  BRING.  The  name  Bring 
is  an  old  and  honored  one  in  New  England,  one 
now  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  standing 
in  and  about  the  towns  of  both  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts,  close  to  the  line  separating  the 
two  States.  Little  Compton  was  the  early 
home  of  the  Bring  family  treated  in  this 
article,  and  Newport  the  home  of  later  gen- 
erations of  this  branch,  which  by  way  of  designa- 
tion we  have  termed  the  Newport-Eall  River  fam- 
ily, a prominent  member  of  which  was  the  late 
Charles  Perry  Bring,  who  for  a period  of  over 
sixty  years  was  one  of  the  well-known  and  promi- 
nent business  men  of  his  adopted  city.  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  one  who  had  worked  his  way  from  a poor 
boy  to  position  and  influence  in  that  community, 
and  was  himself  a witness  to  and  participant  in 
the  great  changes  wrought  in  those  years.  This 
Little  Compton-Newport  and  Fall  River  branch  of 
the  Bring  family,  too,  has  allied  itself  by  marriage 
and  become  connected  with  a number  of  the  histor- 
ic families  of  this  section,  with  such  families  as  those 
of  Perry  and  Brownell,  the  former  of  which  gave 
to  the  country  the  distinguished  brothers  and  naval 
officers.  Commodores  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  of  Lake 
Erie  fame,  and  Matthew  Calbraith  Perry,  U.  S.  N., 
who  negotiated  our  peace  relations  with  Japan,  and 
the  latter  of  which  gave  the  distinguished  churchman 
— the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  Church  Brownell,  B.  B., 
LL.  B.,  Bishop  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
More  could  be  said  of  other  families  allied  with  this 
Bring  family,  suffice  it,  however,  to  add  that  some 
of  its  connections  are  traced  to  the  historic  “May- 
flower,” among  them  being  the  Alden  and  Mullins 
families,  Charles  P.  Bring  having  been  a direct 
descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  through  John 
Bring  and  Esther  Perry  (VII)  ; Philip  Bring  and 
Ruth  Stoddard  (VI)  ; Thomas  Bring  and  Sarah 
Searle  (V)  ; Nathaniel  Searle  and  Sarah  Rogers 
(IV)  ; John  Rogers  and  Elizabeth  Pabodie  (III)  ; 
William  Pabodie  and  Elizabeth  Alden  (II),  of 
John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullins  (I),  of  the  “May- 


flower,” whose  courtship  has  been  made  famous 
by  Longfellow’s  poem.  The  Bring  family  also 
furnished  its  brave  and  distinguished  men  during 
the  Revolution,  among  them  Nathaniel  Bring,  who 
served  in  that  memorable  war ; Thomas  Bring,  who 
served  as  gunner  on  the  sloop  “Success,” ' 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  in 
1787,  and  his  son,  Philip  Bring,  who  was 
born  in  i750j  was  a lieutenant  of  troop 
of  horse,  Capt.  Gideon  Almy’s  Company,  m 
the  same  war;  and  the  courageous  Thomas  Bring, 
who  was  engaged  in  a seafaring  life  during  those 
times,  being  twice  captured  by  the  British,  his  suf-  1 
ferings  and  privations  while  a prisoner  being  viv-  1 
idly  portrayed  in  his  “Recollections  of  the  Jersey  j 
Prison-Ship”  (gleanings  from  which  will  be  found  1 
elsewhere  in  this  work),  which  was  prepared  by 
him  in  1824,  and  afterward  arranged  for  publica-  j 
tion  of  Mr.  Albert  G.  Greene.  And  among  otners  of  j 
the  family  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  ! 
various  ways  may  be  mentioned  Benjamin  Bring,  | 
who  served  as  a seaman  on  the  ship  “Caesar,”  of 
130  tons,  which  vessel  took  part  in  the  Louisbourg 
expedition,  he  being  a member  of  her  crew  when 
she  was  sent  to  Cape  Ann  in  1745,  where  they  were 
to  take  orders  from  Governor  Shirley,  and  then 
proceed  to  Cape  Breton  to  aid  in  overthrowing  the 
enemy;  and  as  well,  Benjamin  Bring,  who  left  his 
home  in  Newport  to  join  Commodore  Perry  on  Lake 
Erie,  after  which  famous  battle  he  was  never  heard 
of,  although  he  took  a prominent  part  therein,  be-  | 
ing  one  of  the  men  who  rowed  the  small  open  boat  | 
containing  Commodore  Perry,  in  which  the  latter  I 
was  conveyed  from  his  sinking  ship,  the  "Law-  ! 
rence,”  across  the  open  water  to  the  ship  “Niagara,” 
from  the  mast  of  which  he  floated  his  flag. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  from  the 
early  Little  Compton  Bring  settler,  the  ancestry  of 
this  family  in  America.  The  Bring  family  is  of 
English  origin.  Members  of  the  family  were  prom- 
inent in  the  annals  of  the  mother  country,  being  | 
frequently  and  honorably  mentioned  among  the  1 
English  Peerage. 

The  first  authentic  record  of  the  Bring  family 
in  America  opens  in  Little  Compton,  then  a part  of 
Massachusetts,  but  later  of  Rhode  Island,  where 
(I)  Thomas  Bring,  who  was  born  in  1666,  is  of 
record  there  as  marrying  May  21,  1696,  Mary  Butler, 
who  was  born  in  1670,  and  their  children  of  Little 
Compton  town  record  were:  John,  born  April  12, 
1697 ; Mary,  born  April  23,  1699,  who  died  in  May, 
1786;  Mercy,  born  July  23,  1701;  Thomas,  born 
April  23,  1704;  Elizabeth,  born  May  16,  1706;  Na- 
thaniel, born  April  17,  1707;  Priscilla,  born  March 
8,  1709,  who  died  June  8,  1709;  Azariah,  born  March 
27,  1710;  Ruth,  born  Feb.  3,  1712;  Bathsheba,  born  i 
Aug.  16,  1715,  who  died  in  March,  1790;  and  Free- 
love,  born  March  i,  1720. 

(II)  Thomas  Bring,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Butler)  Bring,  was  born  April  23,  1704,  and  mar- 
ried June  28,  1725,  Sarah  Searle,  daughter  of  Na- 
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thaniel  Searle.  She  was  borii  April  2,  1700,  and 
died  Feb.  16,  1783.  Their  children  were:  Tabitha, 
born  Oct.  22,  1726;  Benjamin,  Nov.  27,  1727;  Phil- 
ip, Sept.  7,  1730;  Hannah,  Sept.  14,  1732;  Nathan- 
iel, Sept.  4,  1734;  Abigail,  April  30,  1736;  and 
Mary,  in  1737  (died  Oct.  18,  1822).  The  father 
of  these  children  died  April  16,  1787. 

(III)  Philip  Bring,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Searle)  Bring,  born  Sept.  7,  1730,  married  Bee. 
19,  1751,  Ruth  Stoddard,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  (Bring)  Stoddard.  She  was  born  Oct.  i, 
I733>  and  died  July  24,  1816.  Their  children  were: 
Belany,  born  June  30,  1752,  maried  Robert  Wood- 
worth;  John,  born  Bee.  15,  1754,  died  Nov.  5,  1775; 
Hannah,  born  Feb.  3,  1757,  married  Peter  Holt; 
Philip,  born  April  23,  1759,  died  April  10,  1766; 
Nathaniel,  born  March  29,  1761,  married  Susanna 
Brownell;  Ruth,  born  June  26,  1763,  died  in  1766; 
Benjamin,  born  in  1765,  died  in  1766;  Ruth  (2), 
born  April  18,  1767,  married  Ebenezer  Clarke; 
Philip  was  born  Aug.  29,  1769;  Sarah  Searle,  born 
June  I,  1772,  died  April  13,  1859;  John  was  born 
Nov.  4,  1775;  Beborah,  was  born  March  22,  1777. 

(IV)  John  Bring,  son  of  Philip  and  Ruth  (Stod- 
dard) Bring,  was  born  Nov.  4,  1775,  in  Little  Comp- 
ton, R.  I.,  and  died  in  Newport,  July  17,  1855.  In 
early  life  he  followed  the  sea,  and  later  became  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  teaming.  He  married  Esther 
Perry,  who  was  born  in  1782,  in  South  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  Edward  Perry,  and  died  in  New- 
port, Aug.  20,  1820.  Their  home  was  in  Newport, 
where  their  children  were  born,  as  follows : Philip, 
born  May  24,  1802,  died  Feb.  22,  1891 ; Abby  Gard- 
ner, born  Bee.  10,  1805,  died  unmarried,  Oct.  28, 
1898,  in  her  ninety-third  year:  Charles  Perry,  born 
June  12,  1808,  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  review ; 
Mary,  born  Oct.  7,  1810,  died  unmarried,  March 
23,  1882;  Ruth,  born  July  7,  1813,  died  unmarried 
Jan.  16,  1855;  Frances,  born  Oct.  i,  1815,  died  un- 
married, April  15,  1839;  Sarah,  born  Oct.  4,  1817, 
died  April  15,  1818;  Harriet,  born  May  9,  1819, 
died  Oct.  15,  1820. 

(V)  Charles  Perry  Bring,  son  of  John  and  Es- 
ther (Perry)  Bring,  was  born  in  the  Bring  home- 
stead on  Levin  street,  in  Newport,  R.  1.,  June  12, 
1808,  and  acquired  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
in  the  neighborhood  school — what  was  known  as 
the  “little  red  school-house.”  His  childhood  being 
passed  near  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  with  its  wat- 
ers and  ships  perpetually  in  sight,  it  was  but  natur- 
al that  the  bend  of  his  mind  and  tastes  should  be 
seaward.  In  time  he  went  to  Stonington,  Conn., 
where  he  shipped  for  a sealing  voyage,  around 
Cape  Horn,  thence  to  the  Antarctic  regions,  the  ex- 
pedition occupying  about  one  and  one-half  years. 
The  crew  brought  home  27,000  seal  skins.  He  made 
a second  voyage,  this  one  being  to  the  Mediterranean 
in  a ship  from  Bristol,  R.  I.,  which  took  aboard 
sugar  from  Cuba  to  Triest.  Subsequently  he  made 
a voyage  from  his  native  town  to  Cuba,  thence  to 
New  Orleans,  and  from  there  to  New  York.  These 
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four  years  passed,  as  it  were,  upon  the  bosom  of 
the  deep,  satisfied  his  nautical  desires,  for  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  in  1827,  he  is  found  beginning 
the  calling  in  life  which  proved  to  be  one  for  which 
he  was  admirably  adapted,  one  in  which  he  excelled 
and  made  for  himself  a reputation,  gaining  both 
position  and  wealth.  This  beginning,  and  we  may 
say  ending,  was  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  for  his  long, 
busy  and  honorable  career  was  passed  at  that  point. 
He  became  employed  in  1827,  at  the  Fall  River 
Foundry,  then  operated  by  Messrs.  Newell  & Wood- 
ward, but  which  three  years  later  fell  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  Fall  River  Iron  Works  Company,  Mr. 
Bring  being  transferred  to  the  latter,  with  which  he 
remained  a most  trusted  employee  and  official  until 
about  1866,  his  services  with  practically  the  one 
concern  covering  the  long  period  of  thirty-nine 
years.  Along  in  the  middle  of  the  forties  John  Kil- 
burn,  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  had  commenced 
the  manufacture  at  Fall  River  of  cotton  looms,  and 
as  well  what  was  known  as  the  “Fourneyron  tur- 
bine,” the  latter  a French  invention,  which  was 
being  introduced  into  the  New  England  mills.  Mr. 
Kilburn  died  in  1846,  and  his  brother,  Elijah  C. 
Kilburn,  came  to  Fall  River,  and  in  conjunction 
with  his  brother’s  widow  continued  the  business. 
Not  being  a practical  mechanic  himself,  he  associat- 
ed with  them  in  the  business,  in  1847,  Jonathan  Lin- 
coln, forming  the  firm  of  E.  C.  Kilburn  & Co.  In 
1856  Henry  Clay  Lincoln,  a son  of  Jonathan,  was 
taken  into  the  concern,  and  the  business  was  con- 
tinued under  the  firm  name  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  & 
Son,  who  subsequently  built  a new  and  commodious 
plant  for  their  increasing  business.  At  this  time, 
in  1866  or  1867,  Charles  P.  Bring  was  admitted  to 
the  partnership,  bringing  with  him  the  ripe  exper- 
ience earned  in  his  nearly  forty  years  of  service  with 
the  Fall  River  Iron  Works  Company,  and  whose 
reputation  as  a most  honorable  man  and  practical 
mechanic  played  no  little  part  in  the  success  this 
enterprise  afterward  attained.  Andrew  Liscumb,  a 
son-in-law  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  was  also  at  this  time  ad- 
mitted a partner  in  the  concern,  the  firm  name  at 
this  time  assuming  the  style  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  & 
Co.,  which  had  a paid-up  capital  of  $80,000.  The 
new  plant  of  this  concern,  built  in  1867,  and  which 
was  complete  and  modern  in  all  of  its  departments, 
covered  some  three  hundred  rods  of  land  conven- 
iently located  at  the  corner  of  Annawan  and  Canal 
streets,  near  the  railroad  and  tide  water.  As  to  the 
further  history  of  this  enterprise — with  which,  by 
the  way,  Mr.  Bring  continued,  and  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity as  a director,  through  the  remainder  of  his 
lifetime,  and  in  which  his  son,  the  late  Charles  H. 
Bring,  was  schooled  and  became  identified  with  it. 
remaining  for  many  years — it  is  enough  to  say  that 
it  became  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
modernly  equipped  plants  of  its  kind  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  life  of  the  late  Charles  Perry  Bring  spanned 
almost  the  whole  of  the  industrial  life  of  the  now 
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great  manufacturing  center  of  Fall  River,  with  its 
thousands  of  busy  spindles.  Coming  to  the  place, 
as  he  did,  when  it  was  a mere  village,  he  witnessed 
its  rapid  and  wonderful  growth  to  a city  of  thous- 
ands, and  was  an  active  participant  in  the  scenes 
which  wrought  these  great  changes.  His  long,  ac- 
tive, busy  career  is  so  interwoven  with  the  city’s 
history  as  to  be  a part  of  it.  His  career  is  one  that 
will  be  the  more  interesting  and  shine  with  greater 
lustre  to  the  readers  of  it  in  coming  years.  Of  a 
good,  illustrious  ancestry  and  early  training,  Mr. 
Dring  became  a man  of  character ; uniting  with  the 
church,  he  threw  his  influence  on  the  side  of  right 
and  his  example  and  life  were  an  inspiration  to 
many.  Beginning  life,  as  he  did,  in  a most  hum- 
ble way  and  rising  through  the  sheer  force  of  his 
make-up  to  position  and  wealth,  he  knew  how  to 
sympathize  with  those  who  were  struggling  at  the 
threshold  as  did  he,  and  they  in  turn  seeing  his  suc- 
cess saw  hope  and  gathered  inspiration. 

Mr.  Dring  was  a man  of  a tender  heart  and 
sympathies,  and  aided  in  more  ways  than  one  the 
poor  of  his  community.  He  was  a gentleman  of 
the  old  school,  of  whom  so  few  are  left.  He  was 
modest,  kind,  courteous  and  withal  a dignified  gen- 
tleman. He  treated  all  alike — the  high  and  the  low, 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  were  but  one  to  him,  all  alike, 
worthy  of  respect  and  courteous  treatment,  and  thus 
with  all  he  was  popular  and  was  admired  for  his  true 
worth.  As  a business  man  he  was  able,  one  of  fore- 
sight, standing  high  in  business  circles.  He  was  hon- 
orable and  high-minded,  a man  of  strict  integrity, 
and  as  a citizen  his  character  was  above  reproach. 
In  his  home,  whose  fireside  with  his  family  about 
him  he  dearly  loved,  he  was  an  affectionate  hus- 
band and  loving  father,  whose  children  might  well 
often  rise  to  the  occasion  of  calling  his  memory 
blessed.  But  one  of  these  is  now  left  to  represent 
the  name  in  the  community  where  his  life  work  was 
so  nobly  and  successfully  wrought.  Miss  Caroline 
A.  Dring,  who  still  resides  in  Fall  River. 

Mr.  Dring  was  one  of  the  original  promoters 
of  the  Union  Mills  enterprise,  which  was  started 
in  Fall  River  in  1859,  was  one  of  the  directors  at 
the  time  of  its  failure,  and  lost  a large  portion  of 
his  hard-earned  property  by  indorsing  for  this  con- 
cern. He  was  also  a director  for  many  years  of 
the  Union  National  Bank  and  of  the  Citizen’s  Sav- 
ings Bank,  until  obliged  by  increasing  infirmities  to 
resign  from  these  boards.  In  1837  Mr.  Dring  be- 
came a member  of  the  Franklin  Street  Christian 
Church  at  Fall  River,  of  which  he  continued  to  be  an 
esteemed  and  worthy  member  and  liberal  supporter 
until  his  death. 

On  Jan.  3,  1833,  Mr.  Dring  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Maria  Brownell,  a native  of  Little 
Compton,  R.  I.,  born  March  9,  1812,  daughter  of 
Humphrey  and  Sarah  ( ilead)  Brownell,  and  a direct 
descendant  of  Thomas  Brownell,  who  is  of  record 
at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  1647,  who 
was  for  a number  of  years  commissioner  from  that 


town,  and  in  1664  represented  it  in  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly. From  this  Thomas  Brownell  descended 
Sylvester  Brownell,  through  the  former’s  son  Thom- 
as Brownell  (2),  who  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  Sylvester  Brown- 
ell is  recalled  as  one  of  th.e  thousand  minute-men, 
whom  the  gallant  Prescott  led  to  the  heights  of 
Bunker  Hill  on  the  memorable  night  of  June  16, 
1775,  and  was  in  the  battle  the  following  day.  He 
was  one  of  the  survivors  present  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  June 
17,  1825.  Mrs.  Maria  (Brownell)  Dring  died  at 
the  family  home  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  on  Dec.  27, 
1866.  She  was  a true  woman,  one  of  fine  qualities, 
whose  moral  worth  was  an  influence  for  good  in 
the  community  in  which  she  lived  and  moved.  Mr. 
Dring  survived  his  devoted  wife  almost  twenty-five 
years,  dying  at  his  home  in  Fall  River,  May  7,  1891, 
in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dring  were:  Charles  H., 
born  Aug.  6,  1841,  in  Tiverton,  R.  L,  and  Caroline 
Augusta,  born  June  17,  1846,  in  Tiverton,  R.  I. ; 
the'  latter  resides  in  Fall  River,  unmarried,  having 
devoted  her  life  to  the  care  of  her  parents. 

(VI)  Cn.XRLES  Humphrey  Dring,  only  son  of 
the  late  Charles  Perry  and  Maria  (Brownell)  Dring, 
was  born  Aug.  6,  1841,  in  the  town  of  Tiverton, 
R.  I.  He  acquired  a common  school  education, 
after  which  he  furthered  his  studies  by  attendance  at 
the  Andover  (N.  H.)  Seminary.  He  was  reared 
in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  the  home  of  the  family,  and 
in  time  learned  the  business  in  which  his  father 
was  engaged,  entering  in  1866  or  1867  the  concern 
with  which  his  father  was  connected,  that  of  Kil- 
burn,  Lincoln  & Co.,  machinists  and  founders,  at 
Fall  River,  the  history  and  description  of  whose 
business  is  set  forth  in  the  foregoing.  Mr.  Dring, 
as  had  his  father  before  him,  started  in  the  business 
at  the  bottom,  learning  the  trade  of  molder,  and 
gradually  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  became 
a member  of  the  firm.  He  worked  for  some  years 
simply  as  a mechanic,  then  became  fore- 
man, and,  as  stated,  finally  was  admitted  as 
an  interested  party  in  the  business,  succeed- 
ing his  father.  His  efforts  in  the  various  ca- 
pacities in  which  he  served  were  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  possessed 
of  considerable  property.  Owing  to  the  condition 
of  his  health  he  retired  from  the  corporation  some 
years  prior  to  his  death.  Mr.  Dring  was  interested 
in  and  identified  with  a number  of  fraternal  organi- 
zations. He  was  a member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Fall  River,  in  which  he 
had  held  various  offices,  being  a past  exalted  ruler ; 
he  was  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  at  one  time  was  prominent  in  the  circles 
of  that  order,  and  he  was  also  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  as  well  as  various  other  social  and 
fraternal  societies. 

Mr.  Dring  never  married.  For  some  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  made  his  home  on  Wheeler  avenue,. 
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at  Edgewood,  Providence,  R.  I.,  wdiere  he  lived 
quietly,  in  the  companionship  of  a few  intimate 
friends.  Here  he  passed  away  March  15,  1907, 
when  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

WILLIAM  FRANCIS  KENNEY,  M.  D.,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  this 
State,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1854,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
son  of  Francis  William  and  Margaret  M.  (Daley) 
Kenney. 

Francis  William  Kenney  came  to  this  country 
from  Ireland  when  fourteen  years  old,  landing  in 
New  York  after  a passage  of  three  months  on  a 
sailing  vessel.  He  was  born  in  Dublin,  and  was  one 
of  the  seven  children — five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters— of  William  and  Martha  (Knowd)  Kenney. 
After  he  reached  this  country  he  learned  the 
coppersmith’s  trade,  and  then  secured  employment 
in  the  Brooklyn  i\avy  Yard.  After  staying  there 
for  five  years,  he  removed  to  Worcester,  where  he 
was  in  business  for  about  three  years,  working 
in  the  tin,  copper  and  sheet-iron  business  in  that 
city,  as  he  did  in  Springfield,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years.  He  went  to  Hartford  when  he 
was  twenty-six  years  old,  and  from  there  came  to 
Providence  in  1884,  opening  a store  at  Page  and 
Clifford  streets.  Mr.  Kenney  died  May  23,  1906, 
the  last  six  years  having  been  spent  practically  in 
retirement,  he  working  on  several  inventions,  some 
of  which  were  not  completed  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  most  notable  of  his  inventions  which 
he  patented,  was  the  base  burner  radiator  shake 
and  dump  grate,  ash  pan  and  sifter,  upon  which 
he  worked  for  a number  of  years,  and  which  was  the 
first  of  its  kind.  He  invented  a pair  of  plumber’s 
shears  for  use  in  taking  the  middle  section  out  of 
tin  or  copper,  and  then  made  a jointing  tO'  take  the 
place  of  wipe  joints  in  lead  pipe.  Not  satisfied 
with  these,  he  invented  a marine  anchor,  which  is 
much  in  use  now,  and  up  to  six  months  before  his 
death  was  working  on  another  anchor  to  be  used 
by  deep  sea-going  craft. 

Mr.  Kenney  was  married,  in  1847,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Daley,  of  New  York,  and  to  them  were 
born  these  children : Miss  Mary  A.,  principal  of 
the  Mount  Pleasant  avenue  primary  school ; Mrs. 
Priscilla  V.  Hibler ; and  Dr.  Wdlliam  F.  Mr.  Ken- 
ney was  a member  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  but  did 
not  have  membership  in  any  societies  or  clubs. 

Dr.  William  Francis  Kenney  obtained  his  early 
education  in  public  schools  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
after  which  he  attended  Georgetown  University, 
Georgetown,  D.  C.,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
B.  A.  in  1874.  In  1877  he  graduated  with  honors 
from  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  being  first 
toastmaster  of  his  class.  In  1876-77  he  acted  as 
substitute  house  surgeon  in  the  Bellevue  and 
Charity  hospitals,  and  after  graduation  located, 
April  I,  1877,  in  Providence.  In  1879  he  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Battalion  of  Infantry, 
R.  I.  M.,  and  .served  in  that  capacity  for  three 


years.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the  common 
council  for  the  Third  ward  in  1885-86,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  has  been  surgeon  of  Court 
Canonicus,  A.  O.  F.,  1889-93  i medical  examiner  of 
Court  Roger  Williams,  A.  O.  O.  F.  of  America, 
1893-95 ; Supreme  Surgeon  General  of  Supreme 
Conclave,  Knights  of  Sherwood,  Forest  of  the 
World,  1893-95 ; medical  examiner  of  St.  George’s 
Lodge,  No.  14,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  Endow- 
ment Rank,  Section  81,  Knights  of  Pythias;  Past 
Commander,  Knights  of  the  Mystic  Chain,  and  a 
member  of  the  Select  Castle  of  the  last  named  or- 
der; a member  of  Westminster  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
and  of  the  Wolf  Tone  Literary  Association.  He  is 
a fellow  of  the  Georgetown  Alumni  Association,  a 
fellow  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
and  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society. 

On  July  17,  1876,  Dr.  Kenney  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  M.  A.  Murray,  daughter  of  Stephen 
A.  Murray,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as 
follows : Maud  A.  E. ; Blanche  M. ; William  F., 
who  died  aged  eleven  years;  Stephen  C. ; Frank  J. ; 
Margaret  M. ; David  A.,  who  died  aged  one  year, 
Elizabeth,  and  W.  Warwick.  Of  these,  the  two 
eldest,  Maud  A.  E.  and  Blanche  M.,  graduated 
from  Tufts  College  in  1901,  and  are  now  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Providence.  Stephen 
C.  is  a civil  engineer  and  Frank  J.  is  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Providence. 

WILLIAM  G.  PECKHAM.  No  family  in 
Rhode  Island  can  trace  its  lineage  back  to  a more 
remote  period  than  that  in  which  the  name  of  Peck- 
ham  first  appears,  and  through  all  the  succeeding 
generations  the  Peckhams  have  been  honored  and 
worthy  sons  of  the  Commonwealth. 

(I)  John  Peckham,  an  Englishman,  was  the 
original  emigrant  to  the  American  shores.  He  be- 
came an  inhabitant  of  Newport  in  1638,  and  from 
him  William  G.  Peckham  claims  descent  through 
(H)  John  Peckham,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Sarah,  (HI) 
Isaac  Peckham  and  his  wife  Barbara  (Phillips), 
(IV)  Benjamin  Peckham  and  his  wife  Virtue  Shep- 
ard, (V)  Richard  Peckham  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Clarke,  (VI)  Clement  Peckham  and  his  wife  Mary 
Pinneger  and  (VH)  William  P.  Peckham  and  his 
wife  Lucy  M.  Chase.  The  Peckham  lineage  in  de- 
tail ap]3ears  elsewhere  in  these  volumes. 

William  Gardner  Peckham,  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Newport,  Nov.  2,  1838,  eldest  son  of  Wil- 
liam Pinneger  Peckham  by  his  first  wife,  Lucy  VI. 
(Chase)  Peckham.  Until  he  was  thirteen  years  old 
he  went  to  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  hut  at  that 
early  age  he  began  to  work  at  the  carpenter's  tiade 
under  the  direction  of  his  father,  who  was  one  of  the 
foremost  builders  of  Newport  for  many  years.  The 
boy  continued  to  be  engaged  thus  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  and  during  those  years  became  a 
good  and  experienced  workman.  He  then  left  his 
father,  and  going  West  to  Indiana,  for  five  years 
he  followed  his  trade  in  Orangeville  and  other  towns 
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in  that  State,  much  of  that  time  being  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  hat-boats  for  the  river  trade  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  In  i86i  he  re- 
turned to  Newport  and  for  one  year  again  worked 
for  his  father,  but  was  then  appointed  a member 
of  the  Newport  police  force,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  hve  years.  Mr.  Peckham  was  one  of  the 
first  men  in  the  department  to  put  on  a uniform. 
While  on  the  police  force  he  was  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  of  Newport  county,  under  the  late  William 
D.  Lake,  then  sheriff. 

In  1867  Mr.  Peckham  gave  up  his  position  in 
the  city’s  employ  and  started  in  business  for  himself 
in  the  express  and  transfer  line,  in  which  he  has 
been  successfully  engaged  ever  since,  a period  of 
forty  years.  His  business  increased  to  large  pro- 
portions and  for  a number  of  years  he  held  the  con- 
tract for  transferring  all  the  theatrical  baggage  of 
the  Newport  Opera  House.  This  he  gave  up  in  the 
fall  of  1905,  but  still  retains  the  transferring  in 
connection  with  the  Block  Island  fishing  trade,  a 
most  extensive  industry. 

Mr.  Peckham  was  united  in  marriage  Nov.  24, 
1863,  to  Miss  Eunice  Sherman  Lawton,  daughter 
of  William  S.  and  Sallie  (Freeborn)  Lawton,  of 
Newport,  and  three  children  have  blessed  this  un- 
ion: (i)  John  Pinneger,  born  Oct.  15,  1864,  in 
Newport,  is  now  manager  of  the  branch  of  the 
Newport  Trust  Company  located  at  No.  164  Belle- 
vue avenue.  He  married  Pamela  Fry,  of  the  same 
city,  and  they  have  two  sons,  William  Gardner  and 
Rowland  Thomas.  (2)  Ellery  Greene,  born  June 
27,  1867,  is  physical  instructor  in  the  public  schools 
of  Stamford,  Conn.  He  is  also  proprietor  of  the 
Peckham  Institute  of  Therapy,  in  that  city.  He 
married  Miss  Amy  Miller,  of  Stamford,  and  has 
two  daughters,  Ruth  Salome  and  Alice  Leila.  (3) 
Eliza  Caswell,  born  Sept.  29,  1869,  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  E.  Manchester,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  L, 
who  was  in  business  in  Newport  as  a builder  and 
contractor  which  occupation  he  is  now  following  in 
Stamford,  Conn.  They  have  two  children,  Bar- 
bara and  Frank  E.,  Jr. 

In  political  matters  William  G.  Peckham  is  a 
strong  Republican,  but  public  life  has  never  appealed 
to  him  and  he  has  not  desired  official  position. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  Mr.  Peckham  attends  regularly  and 
gives  liberally  toward  its  support.  He  is  a man 
who  has  evinced  much  business  ability  and  has  many 
admirable  characteristics,  so  that  he  has  gained  the 
respect  and  goodwill  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

ISAAC  BARKER,  who  passed  away  at  his 
home  in  Middletown,  Newport  county,  Nov.  14, 
1903,  was  a lifelong  resident  and  prominent  citizen 
of  that  town.  He  was  a man  who  prospered  in 
business,  took  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  community,  contributed  liberally  to  projects  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellowmen,  and  in  fact  made  him- 


self generally  useful  throughout  a long  life.  He 
came  from  a family  which  has  long  been  established 
in  this  State.  The  Rhode  Island  Barkers  are  among 
the  most  ancient  families  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
as  well  among  the  first  citizens  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  have  settled.  In  Newport  county, 
where  the  family  has  been  continuous  for  260  and 
more  years  and  is  yet  largely  represented,  its  mem- 
bers have  been  especially  conspicuous  in  public  af- 
fairs and  prominently  identified  with  the  interests 
of  their  towns  and  the  State.  The  Barker  pedi- 
gree is  traced  for  generations  back  in  England 
prior  to  the  immigrant  ancestor  to  this  country, 
and  was  there  connected  through  marriage  to  the 
first  Protestant  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  In  the 
following  genealogy  the  order  is  chronological. 

(I)  John  Barker  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Hill,  brother  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  the 
first  Protestant  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1549. 

(H)  Edward  Barker. 

(III)  Rowland  Barker,  of  Wollerton  in  the 
county  of  Salop,  to  whom  a coat-of-arms  was 

granted. 

(IV)  James  Barker,  who  left  Southampton  in 
the  spring  of  1634,  on  the  ship  “Mary  and  John,” 
of  London,  for  New  England,  died  on  the  passage. 
In  the  family  manuscript  he  is  called  of  Harwich, 
County  of  Essex,  England.  He  had  two  children, 
Christianna  and  James. 

(V)  James  Barker  (2),  born  about  1617,  mar- 
ried about  1644  Barbara,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Frances  Dungan.  Until  he  became  of  age,  which  was 
about  1638,  he  was  in  the  care  of  his  sister,  who 
had  married  Thomas  Beecher,  and  later  was  the 
wife  of  Nicholas  Easton.  He  came  to  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  in  1638-39.  He  was  an  officer  for  Newport  in 
1644;  was  a member  of  the  General  Court  of  Elec- 
tions, Newport,  1648 ; freeman,  1655  ; member  Court 
of  Commissioners,  1655-61-63;  deputy,  1669-76-77; 
assistant,  1678 ; deputy-governor,  1678-79,  after  the 
death  of  Gov.  Coddington;  deputy,  1681-83-84-85- 
86,  and  he  or  his  son  James  in  1690  and  1696.  He 
was  one  of  the  petitioners  for  the  charter  land  from 
Charles  H,  July  8,  1663,  and  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators. He  died  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1702.  Mr. 
Barker  had  the  following  children : Elizabeth, 
married  Nicholas  Easton,  son  of  Peter  and  grand- 
son of  Nicholas;  James*  was  born  in  1648;  Mary 
married  (first)  Elisha  Smith  and  (second)  Israel 
Arnold,  of  Warwick;  Sarah;  Joseph;  Peter;  Chris- 
tianna married  William  Phillips;  William  was  born 
in  1662. 

(VI)  James  Barker  (3),  born  in  1648,  married 
in  1673  Sarah,  born  in  1656,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Gould)  Jafferay,  and  was  of  Newport, 
R.  I.  He  was  admitted  a freeman,  1675 ; was  dep- 
uty in  1678-90-96-01-03-05-06-07-08-09-16;  and  was 
assistant  in  1695-96-98-99.  His  children  were: 
James;  William,  who  died  unmarried;  Nicholas; 
Mary,  who  married  Joshua  Winsor ; Abigail,  who_ 
married  John  Work,  of  Long  Island;  Priscilla,  who 
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married  Robert  Lawton ; Jane,  who  married  Thom- 
as Lawton;  and  Jeremiah,  born  Jan.  i6,  1699. 

(VII)  James  Barker  (4)  son  of  James  (3), 
born  Dec.  4,  1675,  married  in  1699  Mary  Cook, 
and  was  of  Newport  and  Middletown,  R.  I.  Mr. 
Barker  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1704,  and  1709- 
17-25-26  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly. 
He  was  for  fifty  years  a member  of  the  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Newport.  Mr.  Barker  died  March 
26,  1758,  and  his  wife  Mary  died  Feb.  24,  1758. 
Their  children  were:  James,  born  Dec.  30,  1700; 
Phebe,  born  Feb.  17,  1703;  Mary,  born  in  1705; 
Mary  (2),  born  May  9,  1706,  married  (first)  Wil- 
liam Greene  and  (second)  Job  Alason;  Priscilla, 
born  July  26,  1708,  married  Aug.  29,  1728,  John 
Clarke;  John,  born  Dec.  18,  1710;  Robert,  born 
June  2,  1712;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  30,  1714;  Peleg, 
born  July  ii,  1716;  Phebe,  born  Nov.  14,  1717,  mar- 
ried Jan.  23,  1736,  William  Peckham,  and  Deborah, 
born  Jan.  17,  1720,  married  Sept.  14,  1738,  Heze- 
kiah  Hoar. 

(VHI)  James  Barker  (5),  son  of  James  (4), 
born  Dec.  30,  1700,  married  (first)  Jan.  21,  1724, 
Mary  Peckham,  born  Sept.  7,  1704,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  (Tew)  Peckham,  and  was  of  New- 
port and  Middletown,  R.  I.  His  wife  died  June  12, 
1728,  and  he  married  (second)  Margaret  Weeden, 
born  in  1701,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary 
(Clarke)  Weeden,  who  died  May  8,  1785.  Mr. 
Barker  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1722.  He  was 
a member  of  the  town  council  of  Middletown  in 
1743-44-45-46-58-59-65-66.  He  died  March  27, 
1772.  One  child,  James,  born  Dec.  12,  1725,  came 
to  the  first  marriage,  and  to  the  second  John,  born 
Aug.  30,  1732. 

(IX)  James  Barker  (6),  son  of  James  (5),  born 
Dec.  12,  1725,  married  Jan.  5,  1749,  Anne,  born 
Aug.  13,  1731,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Sisson) 
Peckham.  Mr.  Barker  was  a farmer  and  tailor  of 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  and  Lanesboro,  Mass.  He  re- 
ceived his  religious  instruction  largely  from  his 
grandmother,  Mary  Peckham,  daughter  of  Deputy 
Governor  Henry  Tew.  He  was  admitted  a member 
of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  Newport,  R.  I., 
Sept.  16,  1745,  his  wife  Anne  uniting  with 

that  church  Dec.  23,  1752.  In  1753,  he  be- 
came a lieutenant  in  the  train  band  of 
Middletown,  and  served  five  years  under  Captain 
Bliss.  He  was  a member  of  the  town  council  in 
i755'56-57-6o-6i.  He  was  deputy  in  1758-59- 
61-62-63-64;  and  was  assistant  in  1768-69-72-73. 
He  was  chosen  a deacon  in  Rev.  Gardner  Thurston’s 
Church  in’ 1769.  He  went  to  the  northwestern  part 
of  Massachusetts  in  1773,  and  there  purchased  land, 
in  1774  sold  his  farm  in  Middletown  and  removed 
to  his  land  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.  There  he  continued 
to  receive  important  offices  of  trust,  was  judge 
of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  first  registrar  of 
deeds  for  that  district,  and  the  first  town  clerk  of 
Cheshire.  He  died  Jan.  17,  1796,  and  his  widow 
passed  away  March  17,  1797.  Their  children  were: 


James,  born  Nov.  i,  1749;  Isaac,  born  May  21, 
1752;  Silas,  born  Jan.  5,  1756;  Ezra,  born  Nov. 
4>  1759  J Paul,  born  Aug.  20,  1762;  Henry,  born 
Jan.  31,  1766;  Peckham,  born  Dec.  28,  1767;  and 
Amy  C. 

(X)  Isaac  Barker,  son  of  James  (6),  born  May 
21,  1752,  married  (first)  Feb.  12,  1775,  Sarah  Peck- 
ham, born  Aug.  9,  1756,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Naomi  (Weeden)  Peckham.  She  died  Oct.  29, 
1832,  and  he  married  (second)  in  1833  Welthian, 
born  March  14,  1785,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Sarah 
Tripp.  Mr.  Barker  was  a carpenter  and  farmer 
and  resided  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  He  built  a house 
for  his  father  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  in  1773.  For 
more  than  a year,  beginning  in  August,  1778,  he  per- 
formed valuable  and  dangerous  services  for  the  Con- 
tinental army  [See  Cowell’s  Spirit  of  ’76  in  Rhode 
Island].  When  the  British  took  possession  of  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1776,  a regiment  of  Hes- 
sians was  quartered  on  the  farm  of  Isaac  Barker  of 
Middletown,  and  took  up  their  abode  in  his  family. 
Barker  deceived  the  colonel,  pretending  to  be  a 
strong  Tory,  and  arranged  secret  signals  with  Lieut. 
Chapin,  of  Col.  Sherbourne’s  regiment  in  Little 
Compton,  to  disclose  British  plans,  and  his  services 
to  the  cause  of  Independence  were  acknowledged  by 
Gen.  Gates  to  have  been  of  great  importance.  He  was 
deputy  in  1794-95-1805-06-07-08-11- 14- 15-16.  Mr. 
Barker  was  the  first  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  silk- 
worms. He  died  Sept.  7,  1834,  and  is  buried  in  the 
cemetery  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  His  widow  Welthian 
died  Feb.  7,  1867.  His  children  were:  Anna, 
born  Oct.  28,  1776;  Stephen,  born  Oct.  26,  1799, 
Job,  born  July  19,  1781  (died  Nov.  2,  1795)  ; Dor- 
cas, born  Dec.  14,  1782,  married  John  Barker; 
James,  born  Dec.  28,  1784  (died  Jan.  5,  1788)  ; 
Cyrus,  born  Aug.  25,  1786;  Ira,  born  Aug.  i,  1788 
(died  unmarried  Oct.  8,  1840)  ; Sarah  A.,  born 
April  6,  1790  (died  May  9,  1791)  ; James,  born 
April  20,  1792;  Hiram,  born  March  7,  1794. 

(XI)  Stephen  Barker,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Oct. 
26,  1779,  married  Dec.  24,  1807,  Martha,  born 
Jan.  9,  1788,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Rebecca 
(Hoswell)  Peckham.  He  died  July  7,  1842,  and 
she  passed  away  April  18,  1869.  Their  children 
were : Almira,  born  Aug.  29,  1808 ; Sarah  A., 
born  July  25,  1811 ; Isaac,  born  July  19,  1813  ; Steph- 
en P.,  born  July  18,  1815;  Martha  A.,  born  Sept. 
13,  1817;  Maria  N.,  born  May  13,  1820;  and 
Francis  S.,  born  June  5,  1824. 

(XII)  Isaac  Barker,  our  subject,  son  of  Stephen, 
was  born  July  19,  1813,  in  Middletown,  and  passed 
all  his  life  in  that  town.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  was  trained  from 
childhood  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  always 
followed.  He  was  noted  for  his  thrifty  methods  and 
well-directed  economy,  which  combined  with  good 
management  and  untiring  industry,  brought  him  a 
fortune.  He  owned  a fine  tract  of  farm  land  along 
the  Paradise  road,  and  there  built  a fine  home, 
one  of  the  best  farmhouses  in  all  that  locality.  Mr. 


534 


RHODE  ISLAND 


Barker  was  a man  of  remarkable  intelligence,  well 
read  on  general  topics,  and  retained  his  mental  fac- 
ulties to  the  last.  But  he  had  lost  the  use  of  his 
lower  limbs  and  for  seven  years  prior  to  his  death 
was  confined  to  his  chair.  The  last  few  weeks  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  the  hospital,  wdiither  he  had 
been  taken  for  treatment  for  blood  poisoning,  which 
caused  his  death,  Nov.  14,  1903,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  Throughout  his  long  per- 
iod of  invalidism  he  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  his 
wife,  whose  devotion  never  relaxed.  He  w^as  buried 
in  the  Middletown  cemetery,  w'here  a handsome 
monument  marks  his  last  resting-place. 

Mr.  Barker  was  a man  of  exemplary  habits  and 
irreproachable  character,  strong  but  kindly,  and  by 
his  upright  life  wielded  an  influence  among  his  as- 
sociates which  was  all  the  more  potent  from  being 
involuntary  on  his  part.  He  w^as  particularly  inter- 
ested in  church  and  charitable  work,  and  gave  very 
liberally  of  his  large  means  to  such  enterprises,  es- 
pecially in  Boston.  He  took  quite  an  active  part  in 
local  public  aflfairs,  and  served  for  a number  of 
years  as  member  of  the  town  council.  In  politics 
he  was  originally  a Whig  in  sentiment,  later  a Re- 
publican, but  he  was  independent  in  the  exercise  of' 
his  influence  and  in  his  support  of  candidates. 

Mr.  Barker  first  married  Frances  M.  Barker, 
his  cousin,  daughter  of  the  late  Cyrus  Barker,  and 
after  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1868,  he  married 
her  youngest  sister,  Laura  A.  Barker.  No  children 
came  to  either  union.  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Barker 
rests  in  the  Middletowm  cemetery.  Mrs.  Laura  A. 
Barker  still  resides  in  the  old  homestead  on  Paradise 
road.  She  is  a w'^oman  of  intelligence  and  fine  char- 
acter, and  was  a sympathetic  helpmate  to  Mr.  Bar- 
ker in  all  his  interests. 

KNOWLES  (Westerly-Providence  family). 
The  Know'les  family  of  Rhode  Island  is  one  ancient 
and  honorable  in  the  old  Colony  and  later  Com- 
monwealth history. 

(I)  Henry  Knowles,  early  of  Portsmouth  and 
Warwdck,  is  of  record  in  the  former  town  as  early 
as  1644,  and  w’as  on  the  freeman’s  list  of  Warwick 
of  1655.  He  was  born  in  1609  and  died  in  1670, 
and  in  his  will,  approved  in  January  of  that  year, 
he  bequeathed  to  his  wife,  not  giving  her  Christian 
name,  and  children.  The  latter  were:  John,  Wil- 
liam, Mary,  Martha  and  Henry.  Of  these  sons, 
the  first  and  last  named  died  unmarried,  leaving  the 
name  to  be  perpetuated  through  William  Knowles, 
of  the  town  of  Warwick  and  South  Kingstown,  re- 
spectively. 

(II)  William  Knowles,  son  of  the  settler,  Henry 
Knowles,  was  born  in  1645,  ^^4  with  the  consent  of 
his  father  was  apprenticed  in  1661  for  five  years  to 
Thomas  Smith,  Pawtuxet.  Ten  years  later  he  was 
of  Kingstown,  appointed  on  a committee  to  make  a 
rate  of  tax  for  the  town,  and  was  more  or  less  ac- 
tively connected  with  public  afifairs  of  the  town ; he 
served  as  deputy  in  1706  and  1707.  His  wife  was 


formerly  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  | 
Fish.  Mr.  Knowles  died  in  1727,  and  his  widow  n 
passed  away  in  1734.  Their  ten  children  were:  | 
Henry,  William,  Daniel,  Robert,  John,  Alice,  Rose,  ^ 
Martha,  Mary  and  Margaret.  These  sons  ail  mar-  ‘ J 
ried  and  lived  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  except-  j 
ing  the  youngest  son,  John,  who  lived  in  the  town  | 
of  Richmond.  | 

From  the  foregoing  source  came  the  Wester- 
ly-Providence family  under  consideration,  among 
whom  here  at  Providence  have  figured  through  the 
past  three  score  and  more  years,  and  some  quite 
prominently  in  professional  and  business  lite — 
while  others  of  a later  generation  are  at  this  time 
active  in  business  and  of  substantial  citizenship — 
such  well-known  men  as  the  late  Joseph  Knowles 
who  for  nearly  forty  years  was  identified  with  the 
publication  of  the  Providence  Journal,  its  senior 
publisher;  the  latter’s  son,  the  late  John  Cortland  ! 
Knowles ; the  late  Edwin  Knowles,  who  for  nearly 
fifty  years  of  an  unbroken  connection  was,  especial- 
ly latterly,  prominently  officially  identified  with  the 
great  cotton  industry  of  the  Knights ; and  the  late 
Hon.  William  Knowles,  brother  of  Joseph,  just  al-  1 
hided  to,  and  of  the  late  John  Tillinghast  Knowles,  I 

of  the  old  mills  at  Shannock,  this  State,  a gradu-  i 

ate  of  Brown  University,  lawyer,  who  occupied  a | 
number  of  positions  of  trust  and  honor  m his 
adopted  city. 

(III)  John  Knowles  lived  in  Warwick  in  1724 
and  in  1729  in  that  part  of  Westerly  now  known 
as  Richmond.  In  1718  he  married  Elizabeth  War- 
ner, and  their  children  were : John,  Samuel  and 
Robert. 

(IV)  Samuel  Knowles  married  (first)  in  1768, 
Abigail  Wilcox,  who  died  in  1770,  leaving  one  son, 
Samuel  Warner.  In  1772  he  married  (second) 
Sarah  Mumford,  and  they  had  one  child,  Joseph 
Mumford,  born  May  10,  1774. 

(V)  Joseph  Mumford  Knowles,  born  May  10, 
1774,  removed  to  Westerly,  R.  I.,  not  far  from 
1804.  He  was  there  married,  Jan.  7,  1802,  to  Dor- 
cas Tillinghast,  of  Exeter,  and  at  that  time  Mr. 
Knowles  was  referred  to  as  of  South  Kingstown. 

He  was  a farmer,  and  had  a mill  for  making  cloth 
at  Niantic,  R.  I.  Seven  children  were  born  to  him 
and  his  wife,  as  follows:  Samuel,  Nov.  12,  1802 
(died  Oct.  5,  1805)  ; John  Tillinghast,  March  10, 
1804;  Joseph,  July  3,  1810;  Celia,  May  29,  1812; 
Jireh  M.,  Dec.  17,  1814;  William,  Aug.  28,  1816; 
Mumford  Gardiner,  Sept.  9,  1821. 

(VI)  John  Tillinghast  Knowles,  born  March 
10,  1804,  was  educated  in  Westerly,  R.  .L,  and  in 
time  bought  part  of  his  father’s  property  at  Niantic, 
engaging  in  the  business  of  woolen  manufacturing. 

At  one  time  he  had  as  a partner  in  that  business 
Rouse  Babcock,  of  Westerly.  About  1838  he  trad- 
ed for  the  property  at  Shannock  Mills  and  there 
made  linseys  and  prints.  In  1851  he  sold  these  mills 
to  Faxon  & Weeden,  and  removing  to  East  Green- 
wich lived  a retired  life  until  he  passed  away  March 
10,  1866.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  schools 
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of  East  Greenwich,  and  represented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature.  At  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  he 
was  married  Oct.  23,  1833,  by  Elder  Thomas  Til- 
linghast,  to  Elizabeth  Reynolds  Stanton,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Stanton,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.  To  them 
were  born  three  children : Samuel  Mumford,  born 
March  28,  1835;  Edwin,  born  May  15,  1837;  and 
Elizabeth  Stanton,  who  married  Samuel  S.  Brown, 
of  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  is  deceased. 

(VII)  Samuel  Mumford  Knowles  was  born 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  March  28,  1835.  He  attended 
district  school  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  later  was  a 
pupil  at  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  In  October, 
1856,  he  accepted  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
newly  formed  State  Bank  at  East  Greenwich,  which 
in  1865  became  a national  bank,  and  in  1900  be- 
came a branch  of  the  Manufacturers  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Providence.  Mr.  Knowles,  after  a service 
of  over  half  a century,  is  still  the  cashier,  and  until 
1900  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Savings  Bank, 
his  service  in  that  incumbency  beginning  in  1864. 
Associated  with  Mr.  Knowles  in  the  bank  were  only 
two  presidents,  Henry  Sweet  and  James  M.  Davis. 
Mr.  Knowles  has  also  been  active  in  local  public 
affairs,  having  served  thirty  years  as  treasurer  of 
the  town  of  East  Greenwich,  and  he  is  president 
of  the  town  council.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment.* 

In  June,  1859,  Mr.  Knowles  married  Sarah  Ar- 
nold Peirce,  daughter  of  James  B.  Peirce,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely ; Mary  Peirce, 
who  married  Albert  K.  Tillinghast ; and  Louise 
Stanton,  who  married  Jacob  S.  Martin  and  has  had 
two  children,  Samuel  Knowles  and  Margaret 
Louise. 

(VII)  Edw'in  Knowles,  son  of  John  Tilling- 
hast and  Elizabeth  R.  (Stanton)  Knowles,  born 
May  15,  1837,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  married  Nov.  30, 
1863,  Dorcas  Elizabeth  Clarke,  of  Richmond,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Dorcas  Clarke  of  the  old 
Clarke  family  of  Richmond.  Two  children  came 
to  this  union:  Edwin,  born  Sept.  26.  1871,  men-, 
tioned  below ; and  Elizabeth  S.,  born  Oct.  18,  1874, 
who  married  Prof.  Frederick  IMarvel,  of  Brown 
University. 

Mr.  Knowles  in  boyhood  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  home  town,  and  furthered  his  studies 
in  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  In  time  he  went 
to  the  then  newly  formed  firm  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight, 
and  with  that  firm  remained  the  rest  of  his  life — 
through  a period  of  unbroken  service  of  nearly  half 
a century.  At  the  time  of  his  entering  their  em- 
ploy they  had  but  two  years  previously  obtained 
the  Pontiac  mill  and  bleachery.  After  that  Mr. 
Knowles  had  seen  the  business  increase  until,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  the  mills  controlled  by  Mr. 
Robert  Knight,  one  of  the  original  firm,  became  one 
of  the  largest  individual  cotton  industries  in  the 
world.  As  the  purchasing  agent  for  this  firm  Mr. 
Knowles’s  reputation  and  acquaintance  extended 
very  widely  in  the  trade.  He  was  a recognized  au- 


thority and  an  expert  in  his  line.  On  general  mill 
matters  he  was  exceptionally  well  informed,  and  in 
close  touch  with  the  movements  in  the  trade.  Mr. 
Knowles  died  at  his  home  on  Stewart  street.  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  March  22,  1900. 

(VIII)  Edwin  Knowles,  born  in  Providence, 
September  26,  1871,  attended  the  public  schools  in 
that  city,  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1894, 
and  has  since  been  in  business  in  Providence  as  a 
wholesale  dealer  in  chemicals  and  oils. 

(VI)  Joseph  Knowles,  son  of  Joseph  Mumford 
and  Dorcas  (Tillinghast)  Knowles,  born  July  3, 
1810,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  married  July  3,  1834,  Mary 
Caroline,  only  daughter  of  Josiah  Jones,  and  seven 
children  blessed  the  union. 

“Mr.  Knowles  was  in  many  respects  a type  of  the 
New  England  character.  In  his  youth  he  learned  an 
honest  trade,  and  learned  it  thoroughly  in  all  its 
branches  and  applications.  As  apprentice,  as  jour- 
neyman, as  master  printer,  he  performed  the  duties 
of  each  position,  first,  faithful  to  those  whom  he 
served;  then  kind  and  considerate  to  those  who 
served  him;  always  just  to  all,  and  to  himself; 
patient  under  difficulties,  cheerful  in  adversity, 
moderate  in  prosperity.” 

Joseph  Knowles  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the 
academy  at  Kingston,  an  institution  of  much  re- 
pute at  that  time.  He  was  apprenticed  to  William 
Stover,  the  publisher  of  a newspaper  at  Stonington, 
Conn.,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  but  the 
paper  not  being  successful  the  indentures  of  appren- 
ticeship were  cancelled.  Removing  to  Providence 
in  1832,  he  there  entered  the  employ  of  Josiah 
Jones,  who  was  at  the  time  publishing  the  Providence 
Patriot  and  Columbian  Phenix. 

Mr.  Knowles  in  early  life  was,  alone  or  with 
others,  connected  with  a number  of  newspaper  en- 
terprises, among  them  “The  Mjcrocosm,”  the 
“Commercial  Advertiser”  and  the  “Liberty  Jour- 
nal.” In  1838,  associated  with  William  L.  Bur- 
roughs, he  purchased  The  Providence  Journal; 
the  latter  soon  after  retiring,  he  was  succeeded  by 
Messrs.  Vose  and  Anthony,  the  co-partnership  then 
formed  being  styled  Knowles,  Vose  & Anthony, 
which  subsequently  became  Knowles,  Anthony  & 
Danielson,  men  now  long  since  dead,  but  the  old 
paper  they  did  so  much  in  developing  is  alive  and 
flourishing.  With  it  Air.  Knowles’s  identity  ex- 
tended for  upward  of  thirty-six  years. 

Joseph  Knowles  died  at  his  home  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Dec.  21,  1874,  and  on  the  occasion  there 
appeared  in  the  Journal  an  obituary  notice  from 
which  in  part  this  sketch  was  taken.  The  Journal 
of  Dec.  22d,  the  day  following  Mr.  Knowles’s 
death,  remarked  editorially : 

“It  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  announce  the 
•death  of  Joseph  Knowles,  who  since  1838  has  been 
the  senior  publisher  of  the  Journal.  Mr.  Knowles 
died  about  8 o’clock  yesterday  morning,  after  a 
protracted  illness,  which  had  practically  removed 
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him  from  active  participation  in  business  affairs 
for  several  years.  It  will  be  reserved  for  the  pen 
of  him  who  for  the  long  period  of  thirty-four  years 
has  enjoyed  the  most  intimate  and  cordial  relations 
of  business  and  friendship  with  our  deceased  as- 
sociate to  pay  a fitting  tribute  to  his  worth.  But 
the  writer  cannot  refrain  from  testifying,  in  this 
brief  announcement,  to  his  own  high  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Knowles’s  sterling  character  and  his  deep 
sense  of  personal  loss  in  this  sad  bereavement.” 

(VI)  William  Knowles,  son  of  Joseph  Mum- 
ford  and  Dorcas  (Tillinghast)  Knowles,  born  Aug. 
28,  1816,  in  Westerly,  R.  L,  married  (first)  Abby 
Ellis  Richards,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  (second) 
Ruth  Ann  Walker,  of  North  Troy,  Vt.  Six  sons 
were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  'of  whom  William 
S.  (deceased)  and  Edgar  T.  lived  to  adult  age. 

Mr.  Knowles  had  the  usual  hard  country  train- 
ing of  the  boys  of  that  day,  working  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  attending  the  common  schools  in  the  win- 
ter. Often  after  he  was  twelve  years  old  he  drove 
an  ox-team  from  Westerly  to  Wickford.  When 
nineteen  years  old  he  went  to  Providence  and  en- 
tered the  printing  office  of  the  Providence  Journal, 
there  learning  the  printer's  trade.  But  all  the  time 
he  had  higher  hopes  and  aspirations,  and  attended 
evening  school,  doing  his  best  to  prepare  for  col- 
lege. He  finished  his  college  preparation  at  the 
University  Grammar  School,  Providence,  under 
Messrs.  Merrick  Lyon  (B.  U.  1841)  and  Henry  S. 
Frieze  (B.  U.  1841),  entered  the  University,  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1843.  After  this  event 
he  studied  law  with  the  late  Hon.  John  Whipple, 
and  after  admission  to  the  Bar  commenced  prac- 
tice in  Providence.  In  the  early  part  of  his  practice 
he  was  j ustice  of  the  court  of  magistrates ; for  many 
years  he  was  coroner.  In  1871  he  represented  the 
city  of  Providence  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  1869  he  was  chief  of  police. 
For  some  ten  years  prior  to  his  death  he  served 
with  efficiency  as  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

During  the  years  from  1855  to  1869  Mr. 
Knoy^les  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  rivets 
at  Providence  with  Hon.  Amasa  Westcott  and 
Walter  Updike.  He  then  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  was  a man  highly  esteemed  and 
respected,  and  for  half  a century  was  well  known 
to  the  people  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a true 
Rhode  Island  man,  thoroughly  imbued  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  spirit  of  his  native 
State.  In  1842  he  joined  the  Marine  Artillery  and 
marched  with  that  gallant  corps  in  the  defense  of 
what  he  believed  to  be  a just  cause. 

Mr.  Knowles  came  of  good  blood,  his  father’s 
family  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  Narragansett 
country,  and  he  was  very  proud  of  his  pedigree. 
He  knew  all  about  it,  and  though  never  intrusive 
could  talk  most  interestingly  to  his  intimate  friends, 
about  his  ancestry.  He  never  made  any  pretense 
concerning  his  knowledge  or  attainments,  yet  there 
are  few  college  graduates  of  the  present  day  who  re- 


tain so  much  of  the  classics  as  he  did.  Virgil  was  'j 
his  favorite  author,  and  he  often  quoted  him,  know-  5 
ing  him  from  the  first  line  of  the  “Bucolics”  to  i| 
the  last  of  the  “Aeneid.” 

As  a man  Mr.  Knowles  was  shrewd,  sagacious  ' \ 
and  one  upon  whom  the  people  could  depend.  He 
was  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  so  <. 
kind  and  good-hearted  that  no  one  could  meet  him  1 
without  having  a higher  and  better  opinion  of  our 
common  nature  from  the  contact.  He  never  wore  1 
his  heart  upon  his  sleeve,  but  under  his  smiling  face 
and  jocular  manner  there  was  a very  deep  current  ; 
of  genuine  feeling.  He  was  a professor  of  no  form  [ ' 
of  faith,  but  a deeply  religious  man,  and  for  death  i. 
semper  paratus.  In  social  intercourse  he  was  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  and  agreeable  of  men,  full  of 
fun  and  innocent  frolic,  and  in  the  days  from  1843 
to  1853  he  numbered  among  his  dearest  friends 
such  men  as  George  Rivers,  Walter  Updike,  William 
Sanford,  Judge  Westcott,  Willard  and  Lycurgus 
Sayles  and  Lawyer  “Ned”  Hazard.  Mr.  Knowles 
died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Feb.  6,  1885, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  five  months  and  nine  days. 

(VII)  Edgar  Tillinghast  Knowles,  son  of 
William  and  Abby  Ellis  (Richards)  Knowles,  was 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  25,  1851.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Scholfield’s 
Business  College  in  Providence,  after  which  for 
many  years  he  was  a bookkeeper  for  Edward  Pearce 
and  since  1902  has  been  with  the  Providence  Gas  1 
Company.  On  July  7,  1892,  he  married  Carrie  A. 
Jencks,  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Mary  (Har- 
graves) Jencks,  of  Providence,  and  they  have  had  | 
one  daughter,  Alice,  born  May  9,  1895.  Mr. 
Knowles  resides  at  No.  248  Morris  avenue. 

JOHN  A.  ALLEN.  The  progenitor  of  the  Al- 
len family  of  Southern  Rhode  Island  was  William 
Allen,  born  in  Wales  in  1640,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  on  Prudence  Island  about  1660. 

He  left  four  sons : William,  whose  descendants  still 
live  on  Prudence  Island;  John,  born  Oct.  26,  1670;  | 

Thomas,  who  settled  in  Barrington,  and  had  sons, 
Thomas  and  Mathew,  and  Mathew,  who  once  lived 
in  Warwick  and  had  daughters  but  no  sons. 

(II)  John  Allen,  second  son  of  William,  born 
Oct.  26,  1670,  moved  from  Prudence  Island  into 
Aquidnesett,  and  purchased  188  acres  of  land,  pay- 
ing for  it  $933  1-3,  the  deed  being  dated  February, 
1702.  This  was  later  the  residence  of  Deacon 
George  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Allen.  He  built  his  house 
in  what  has  since  been  called  the  tobacco  yard,  a 
few  rods  below  the  south  end  of  the  Great  Rocks. 

He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  New- 
port under  Elder  Wightman.  John  Allen  married 
Margaret  Havens,  and  they  had  children  as  follows : 
Thomas,  born  1708;  Williani,  born  May  15,  1710; 
John,  born  May  15,  1710;  Mary,  married  to  a Gar- 
dinier ; Phebe,  married  to  a Slocum ; Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried to  a Fairbanks;  Jonathan,  born  Aug.  6,  1717; 
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Bathsheba,  born  April  lo,  1719,  married  to  a Johns- 
ton; and  Mercy,  born  Sept.  14,  1724,  married  to 
a Card. 

(III)  Thomas  Allen,  son  of  John  Allen,  was  born 
in  1708.  He  married  Anna  Carey,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  in  1727; 
Samuel,  who  was  lost  at  sea,  when  he  was 
aged  twenty- four  years;  Christopher;  Elizabeth 
married  Col.  Carpenter  of  East  Greenwich;  Anna 
married  Samuel  Warner ; Martha  married  Silvester 
Pearce;  Margaret,  Mary  and  Martha  lived  single. 
Thomas  Allen,  the  father  was  a prudent,  indus- 
trious man,  and  obtained  much  real  estate.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Elder  John  Gor- 
ton. His  death  in  1780,  was  from  a cancer  on  his 
finger  caused  by  a wound  from  a fish  hook. 

(IV)  Christopher  Allen,  born  in  1731,  married 
his  first  cousin,  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Allen, 
Jr.,  and  they  had  issue:  Thomas,  born  Aug.  15, 
1755  > Silas,  born  Aug.  15,  1765;  Benjamin,  born 
Oct.  8,  1772;  Anna,  born  April  19,  1757,  married 
(first)  John  Corey,  who  joined  the  English  and 
she  was  released  by  divorce  and  married  (second) 
Caleb  Allen,  Aug.  i,  1784;  Mary,  born  May  26, 
1759,  married  William  Corey;  Martha,  born  April 
18,  1761,  married  John  Allen;  Freelove,  born  May 
26,  1763,  married  Philip  Arnold;  and  Elizabeth, 
born  Oct.  8,  1772,  died  Nov.  23,  1820.  Like  his 
father,  Christopher  Allen  was  a prudent  and  in- 
dustrious man  and  he  built  several  vessels,  the  last 
one  in  1807,  when  seventy-five  years  old.  He  died 
at  the  homestead  of  Deacon  George,  Nov.  2,  1819. 

(V)  Silas  Allen,  second  son  of  Christopher,  was 
born  Aug.  15,  1765.  He  married  Lucretia,  daughter 
of  Judge  John  Allen,  and  she  died  March  17,  1810. 
They  had  issue:  George,  born  Jan.  13,  1790;  James 
born  Nov.  17,  1792;  and  Anna,  born  Sept.  13,  1803, 
who  (first)  married  Alfred  Smith  and  (second) 
Charles  T.  Hunt,  and  died  March  26,  1888.  Silas 
Allen  married  (second)  Sarah  Card,  who  died  Dec. 
30,  1865.  To  this  union  came  children  as  follows: 
Isaac,  born  Aug.  4,  1815;  Stephen,  June  7,  1817; 
Lucy,  Dec.  19,  1819  (married  James  Austin)  ; 
Susan,  July  16,  1821  (married  Christopher  Haw- 
kins) ; and  Mary,  Jan.  13,  1823  (married  Stukely 
Underwood). 

(VI)  James  Allen,  son  of  Silas,  was  born  Jan. 
12,  1790,  in  North  Kingstown,  and  he  died  Feb. 
15,  1863.  On  Nov.  7,  1819,  he  married  Freelove 
Pearce,  born  May  6,  1804,  and  they  had  issue  as 
follows:  John,  born  June  28,  1827;  Ray,  born  April 
30,  1833,  married  Ruth  Cornell;  Edwin,  born  Jan. 
17,  1835,  died  May  14,  1873  ; Theodore,  born  June 
7,  1837,  married  Jane  Hawkins ; Mary  Ann,  born 
Dec.  17,  1820,  married  J.  M.  Davis,  and  died  May 
24,  1889;  Emily,  born  July  21,  1824,  died  April  18, 
1850;  Maria  Ann,  born  July  6,  1822,  married  Wil- 
liam Henry  Gardiner ; and  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
II,  1830,  died  Sept.  6,  1864.  James  Allen  lived 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  North  Kingstown.  In 

went  to  Bristol  and  kept  the  town  asylum 
for  several  years  and  then  returned  to  North  Kings- 


town. He  was  a farmer  and  after  his  return  from 
Bristol  he  kept  a mill  boarding  house  at  Davisville. 
He  owned  much  land,  including  five  miles  of  shore 
land  on  the  north  side  of  Wickford.  He  was  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

(VII)  John  Allen,  first  son  of  James  Allen  was 
born  June  28,  1827,  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and 
on  Sept.  II,  1848,  married  Esther  Ann  Alexander, 
born  March  13,  1832,  daughter  of  Albert  Alex- 
ander, of  Richmond.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
John  Albert,  born  Sept.  5,  1851,  at  Bristol,  R.  I. ; 
Ella  Frances,  born  at  Bristol,  Jan.  31,  1855,  died 
Sept.  4,  1856;  William  Smith,  born  at  Bristol,  Sept. 
22,  1857 ; Henry  Theodore,  born  at  North  Kings- 
town, July  13,  1869;  Ray  James,  born  Feb.  ii, 
1872,  lives  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  Richard  Fry, 
born  March  12,  1875,  at  North  Kingstown. 

Captain  Allen,  as  the  late  John  Allen  was  al- 
ways called,  followed  the  tinsmithing  business, 
which  he  had  learned  in  New  York,  for  eighteen 
years  at  Wyoming,  East  Greenwich  and  Bristol. 
He  also  followed  the  sea,  and  was  in  command  of 
a vessel  in  the  coasting  trade.  In  1862  he  settled 
at  Allen’s  Cedars,  north  of  Wickford,  where  he  lived 
in  1902,  celebrating  his  golden  wedding  anniver- 
sary there  in  1898.  The  infirmities  of  age,  however, 
grew  upon  him,  and  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  town  where  two  of  his  sons  lived.  He  died  at 
his  residence  on  Meadow  avenue,  Wakefield,  March 
12,  1905.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  and  by  his  five 
sons.  Capt.  Allen  was  for  several  years  a member 
of  the  town  council  in  North  Kingstown,  and  was 
also  assessor  and  town  auditor.  He  was  a man 
who  commanded  the  respect  and  enjoyed  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  while  not  known 
to  all  the  citizens  he  has  left  many  friends.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a firm  Republican.  In  religion  he  was 
a consistent  Baptist. 

(VIII)  William  Smith  Allen,  born  Sept.  22, 
1857,  resides  at  Melrose,  Mass.,  where  he  is  a con- 
tractor and  builder.  He  married,  Nov.  10,  1885, 
Abby  Ella  Holbrook,  of  Wellfleet,  Massachusetts. 

(VIII)  Henry  Theodore  Allen,  residing  at 
Wakefield,  married,  Dec.  18,  1895,  Elizabeth  Pullen. 

(VIII)  Richard  Fry  Allen  resides  in  North 
Kingstown  on  the  line  of  the  East  Greenwich  rural 
free  delivery.  He  married  Dec.  21,  1898,  Mary  E. 
Austin,  and  their  son,  Richard  Warren,  was  born 
Jan.  12,  1900. 

(VIII)  John  Albert  Allen,  eldest  son  of  the 
late  John  Allen,  was  born  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Sept. 
5,  1851,  and  was  married  Oct.  17,  1876,  to  Ella 
Merton  Barber,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Barber,  of 
Rocky  Brook,  R.  I.  They  have  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: John  Albert,  Jr.,  born  July  31,  1878,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  New  England  Conservatory  of 
Music;  Ella  Merton,  born  March  16,  1885,  died 
July  31,  1886;  Eliza  Margaret  was  born  Nov.  7, 
1888;  Esther  Mildred,  was  born  May  23,  1892,  and 
Amy  Barber,  was  born  Nov.  28,  1893. 

Mr.  Allen  spent  his  boyhood  at  Bristol  until 
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ten  years  of  age,  and  then  attended  school  in  North 
Kingstown,  receiving  twenty  months  of  schooling 
scattered  over  a period  of  five  years.  He  also 
worked  at  farming  and  fishing,  going  out  with  his 
father  in  the  coasting  vessel,  and  by  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  had  begun  to  be  an  earnest  worker 
and  dependable  youth.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five, 
he  came,  in  1876,  to  Rocky  Brook  and  Feb.  i,  1877, 
he  bought  the  store  of  his  father-in-law  and  con- 
tinued to  operate  it  until  IMay  i,  1882.  He  then 
bought  the  store  which  stood  where  the  present 
one  does  in  Peace  Dale,  building  the  one  now  here 
in  1895. 

Air.  Allen  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  North  Kingstown,  but  he  attends  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Peace  Dale  as  it  is  more 
convenient.  Since  1898  he  has  been  postmaster  here 
and  is  one  of  the  very  satisfactory  officials.  He  has 
filled  other  offices,  having  been  assessor  and  tax 
collector  from  1883  to  1887,  and  town  treasurer  from 
1884  to  1905.  Since  Dec.  23,  1891,  he  has  been  sec- 
retary of  the  Washington  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. For  many  years  he  has  been  a director  of 
the  Wakefield  Trust  Company,  and  of  the  Wake- 
field Institution  for  Savings.  Formerly  he  was  an 
Odd  Fellow,  and  belonged  also  to  the  United  Order 
of  the  Golden  Cross.  Like  his  ancestors  for  gen- 
erations he  is  a man  whom  his  neighbors  look  up 
to  and  regard  with  respect  and  consideration. 

JOSEPH  SYLVANUS  BARBER,  for  many 
years  a prominent  merchant  and  postmaster  at 
Rocky  Brook,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  was 
born  March  8,  1831,  at  Warwick  Neck,  R.  I.,  son 
of  Joseph  Barber,  a native  of  West  Greenwich,  who 
followed  farming  there  during  a long  and  well- 
spent  life.  He  married  Alary  E.  Casewell,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Caswell,  and  to  them  were  born:  Ed- 
win (who  died  in  infancy)  and  Joseph  S.  After 
the  death  of  Joseph  Barber  his  widow  married 
again,  her  second  husband  being  George  W.  Grin- 
nell,  by  whom  she  had  one  daughter.  Alary,  who 
married  John  L.  Brown,  of  Saunderstown,  Rhode 
Island. 

Joseph  Sylvanus  Barber  spent  his  early  boy- 
hood days  in  Natick,  R.  I.,  coming  to  South  Kings- 
town at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Four  years  later 
he  began  clerking  in  the  store  of  J.  H.  Congdon,  at 
Rocky  Brook,  and  after  two  years  entered  the  fac- 
tory store  of  Samuel  Rodman  & Sons,  remaining 
there  for  nine  years.  From  that  time  until  1897 
Air.  Barber  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Rocky 
Brook,  with  great  success,  winning  the  confidence 
of  the  community  by  his  straightforward  manner  of 
doing  business.  He  was  a Republican  from  the 
formation  of  the  party  and  served  his  town  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  On  Dec.  i,  1874,  Air. 
Barber  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Rocky  Brook  by 
Postmaster-General  Jewell,  and  the  efficient  services 
rendered  by  him  may  be  seen  in  the  following  letter 


from  Postmaster-General  John  Wanamaker,  which 
is  self-explanatory : 

“I  desire  officially  to  recognize  the  important 
service  you  have  rendered  as  postmaster  under  the 
administration  of  President  Harrison.  Whatever 
has  been  accomplished  in  the  advancement  of  the 
service  has  only  been  possible  through  the  fidelity 
and  zeal  of  those  associated  with  the  postmaster- 
general.  In  making  this  acknowledgment  of  your 
valuable  assistance  I beg  that  in  the  future  whether 
in  or  out  of  office  you  will  continue  your  interest  in 
the  postal  service  and  study  to  promote  in  every 
possible  way  its  extension  and  improvement.  Your 
friend,  Jno.  Wanamaker,  Postmaster-General. 
Washington,  Feh.  15,  1893.” 

Air.  Barber  was  a member  of  the  Second  Advent 
Church  of  South  Kingstown  from  early  manhood, 
joining  Jan.  18,  1852.  He  died  at  his  home  in 
Rocky  Brook,  Nov.  18,  1905. 

On  Jan.  22,  1856,  Air.  Barber  was  married  (first) 
by  Rev.  Augustus  Durfee  to  Julia  Eliza  Oatley, 
born  Feb.  21,  1836,  who  died  Aug.  30,  1863,  only 
daughter  of  James  T.  and  Catherine  S.  Oatley.  lo 
them  came  one  daughter : Ella  Alerton,  born  Oct. 
17,  1856,  who  married  John  A.  Allen,  of  Peace  Dale, 
R.  I.  Air.  Barber  married  (second),  June  i,  1876, 
in  Providence,  Alarietta  Wilbur,  and  one  daughter, 
Alinnie,  was  born  to  this  union  April  24,  1877. 

WILLIAAI  H.  HAAIAIETT.  For  something 
like  two  hundred  years  the  name  of  Hammett  has 
been  identified  with  the  affairs  of  Newport,  and  for 
much  of  the  time  through  the  life  of  the  financial  in- 
stitutions of  that  city  it  has  been  more  or  less  prom- 
inently connected  with  the  city’s  financial  affairs. 
For  forty  years  following  the  late  twenties  of  the 
last  century  Nathan  Hammett’s  name  was  in  the 
directory  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank  of  New- 
port, and  for  years  that  gentleman  was  the  bank’s 
executive  officer.  Succeeding  his  identity  with  that 
institution  was  that  of  his  son,  Joseph  M.  Hammett, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  name  of  Charles  E.  Ham- 
mett, Jr.,  appeared  as  president  of  the  Savings 
Bank  of  Newport,  and  the  name  of  James  H.  Ham- 
mett was  also  in  the  directory  of  the  same  bank ; 
and  the  present  William  H.  Hammett  is  president 
of  the  Union  National  Bank  and  secretary  and  trus- 
tee of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Newport.  This  article 
is  to  treat  particularly  of  the  branch  of  this  family 
of  which  William  H.  Hammett  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative. 

The  name  does  not  appear  to  have  been  by  any 
means  a common  one  or  the  family  numerous  in 
early  New  England  history.  Savage  gives  some 
little  information  of  one  Thomas  Hammett,  Hamot 
or  Hammatt,  of  Scarbrough,  who  owned  allegiance 
to  Alassachusetts  in  1658,  and  was  made  a free- 
man in  that  year,  but  renewed  his  subjection  to  the 
King  in  1663.  He  married  the  widow  of  John 
Burrage.  In  the  town  records  of  Newport  is 
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recorded  the  marriage  of  John  Hammett  and  Sarah 
Carr,  daughter  of  Gov.  Caleb  Carr,  as  having  taken 
place  Jan.  lo,  1705,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Gov.  Samuel  Cranston.  The  children  of  this 
couple,  as  of  record  in  the  town  records  of  Newport, 
are:  John,  born  Oct.  10,  1705  ; Mary;  and  Thomas, 
born  April  ii,  1712.  There  may  have  been  other 
children,  as  the  town  records  are  often  incomplete. 
John  Hammett  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  at  the  IMay  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  1708.  He  was  chosen  clerk 
of  the  Assembly  June  28,  1711  (likely  of  the  House, 
as  he  is  later  referred  to  in  that  connection),  to 
serve  until  the  next  election  of  general  officers.  He 
was  succeeded  in  this  position  by  Nicholas  Carr,  in 
May,  1714.  On  June  10,  1712,  he  was  chosen  at- 
torney-general. 

Family  tradition  has  it  that  the  ancestor  of  the 
Hammett  family  came  from  Liverpool,  England, 
and  settled  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Mass.,  whence 
two  brothers  came  to  Newport,  R.  L,  the  younger 
returning  to  Martha’s  \’ineyard  and  the  older  set- 
tling in  Newport.  From  the  latter  have  descended 
the  Hammetts  of  Newport  and  vicinity. 

Edward  Hammett  was  born  April  15,  1704,  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  and  died  there  May  9,  1775.  He 
married  Sarah  Walrond,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  Susannah,  Rebecca,  Edward,  Lydia,  Na- 
than and  Benjamin. 

Nathan  Hammett,  born  Jan.  31,  1748,  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Newport,  where  he  died  July  18, 
1816.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Yates,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  survived  him  till  Feb.  17,  1837.  Their 
children  were:  Exlward,  1778-79;  Edward  (2), 
1780-1861;  Sarah  \V.,  1781-82;  Sarah  \V.  (2), 
1783,  who  married  Isaac  Gould;  Mary,  1784-1857, 
wife  of  Henry  Y.  Cranston ; Nathan,  and  Catherine, 
1789. 

Nathan  Hammett  was  born  May  7,  1786,  and 
died  in  Newport,  March  14,  1867.  He  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  when  little  more  than  a boy 
and  made  it  his  permanent  occupation,  amassing  a 
comfortable  fortune,  for  he  was  frugal,  industrious 
and  enterprising.  For  over  forty  years  he  was  a 
director  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank,  and  presi- 
dent of  same  for  a long  time,  was  interested  in 
many  Newport  enterprises  and  was  one  of  that 
city’s  substantial  and  influential  njen.  A regular 
attendant  at  church,  he  was  generous  in  its  support 
as  well  as  toward  all  worthy  objects.  In  1817  Mr. 
Hammett  married  Elizabeth  Mumford,  who  died  in 
Newport,  Dec.  29,  1854.  They  had  a family  of  sev- 
en children:  (i)  Joseph  ]M.,  born  Oct.  3,  1817,  was 
reared  in  Newport  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  there.  After  four  years  of  clerking  in  a 
store,  he  decided  to  learn  a trade,  and  spent  four 
years  in  Providence,  acquiring  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  tailoring.  He  established  himself  in  New- 
port and  was  successfully  engaged  in  his  business 
there  till  he  retired,  in  1867.  He  died  in  his  na- 
tive city,  unmarried.  (2)  Frank,  born  in  1819, 


was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  and  died  in 
Newport  in  1876,  unmarried.  (3)  Maria  AL,  1821- 
1879,  married  Daniel  B.  Fitts.  (4)  Susan  E.,  be- 
came the  second  wife  of  Daniel  B.  Eitts.  (5)  Eliz- 
abeth M.  died  in  Newport,  unmarried.  (6)  Stephen 
is  mentioned  below.  (7)  Thomas,  who  died  aged 
thirty-seven  years,  was  the  youngest  son. 

Stephen  Hammett  was  born  in  Newport,  April 
5,  1825,  and  died  in  that  city,  Jan.  10,  1885.  He 
took  up  the  tailoring  trade  early  in  life  and  after 
a while  established  himself  independently  in  the 
merchant  tailoring  business  on  Thames  street.  He 
prospered  from  the  first  and  in  1869  was  able  to 
retire  from  active  business,  thereafter  devoting 
his  time  to  looking  after  his  private  interests.  In 
public  life  he  never  took  part,  for  he  was  of  a quiet, 
unassuming  disposition  and  entirely  non-partisan  in 
his  political  views.  Mr.  Hammett  married  Miss 
Abby  A.  Marsh,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia 
Wood  (Davenport)  Marsh,  of  Newport.  Mrs. 
Hammett  died  three  years  before  her  husband,  Feb. 
16,  1882.  They  left  two  children  : Elizabeth  Mum- 
ford,  who  lives  in  Newport,  unmarried ; and  Wil- 
liam Henry. 

William  Henry  Hammett  was  born  in  Newport, 
May  13,  1857.  Sent  at  first  to  the  public  schools  of 
the  city,  he  afterward  attended  the  boarding-school 
conducted  there  by  Henry  H.  Eay,  who  was  later 
lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1881.  Af- 
ter his  graduation,  in  1874,  Mr.  Hammett  opened 
a grocery  store  on  Spring  street  and  for  six  years 
carried  on  the  business  with  ample  success.  He  then 
sold  out  and  established  himself  instead  in  a crock- 
ery and  glassware  business  on  Thames  street,  which 
he  conducted  with  equally  good  results  till  1886. 
Since  then,  having  closed  out  his  store,  he  has  been 
free  from  any  financial  cares  save  those  connected 
with  his  position  on  various  boards. 

The  marked  business  ability  displayed  by  Mr. 
Hammett  in  his  own  affairs  has  been  recognized 
by  his  fellow  citizens  and  utilized  in  various  re- 
sponsible positions.  After  having  been  for  many 
years  a director  of  the  Lmion  National  Bank  of 
Newport  he  was  chosen  vice  president,  and  in  a few 
years,  upon  the  death  of  the  president,  Hon.  John 
H.  Crosby,  in  1905,  was  elected  his  successor.  For 
nearly  a quarter  of  a century  he  has  been  a trustee 
of  the  Newport  Savings  Bank  and  for  several  years 
has  been  secretary  of  the  board.  From  1897  to  1907 
he  held  a similar  position  on  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Newport  hospital,  resigning  the  office  in  the 
latter  year.  A member  of  the  Newport  Business 
Men’s  Association  until  its  abandonment,  in  1905, 
he  served  twelve  years  as  its  treasurer.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Long  Wharf, 
Newport.  IMr.  Hammett,  who  is  a good  Republi- 
can, has  taken  an  active  part  in  his  party’s  councils, 
but  his  only  official  service  has  been  as  probate 
clerk,  for  five  years.  The  only  social  organiza- 
tion which  he  has  cared  to  join  is  the  Newport 
Fish  and  Game  Club,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and 
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treasurer.  His  principal  recreation  is  fishing  and 
he  is  skilled  with  rod  and  line,  having  won  several 
prizes  at  the  Fly  Casting  Tournaments  in  New 
York  and  Boston. 

Mr.  Hammett’s  services  have  been  generously 
given  to  church  work  and  for  several  years  he  has 
been  treasurer  of  the  United  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a regular  attendant  and  lib- 
eral supporter.  Newport  owes  Air.  Hammett  a 
debt  of  gratitude  for  his  ceaseless  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the  city’s  progress,  and  his  place  would  be 
hard  to  fill.  He  is  unmarried. 

To  every  official  position  which  Air.  Hammett 
has  filled  he  has  given  that  care  and  attention  which 
he  gives  his  own  private  interests.  His  long  and 
continued  service  in  the  financial  world  of  Newport 
has  caused  him  to  become  a recognized  authority 
on  financial  matters.  As  a citizen  he  is  progressive 
and  commands  the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

HON.  WTLLIAAI  L.  SISSON,  who  has  rep- 
resented his  fellow-citizens  in  both  houses  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  is  one  of  Portsmouth’s  leading 
men,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  Sissons  have  been  continuous 
residents  of  Newport  county  and  the  adjacent  parts 
of  Alassachusetts  for  over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  and  have  played  a prominent  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  that  section. 

Richard  Sisson,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America 
and  the  common  ancestor  of  the  Sissons  centering 
about  the  State  lines  of  Alassachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  was  an  early  settler  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  being 
made  a freeman  of  the  former  in  1653  and  of  the 
latter  in  1655.  He  tcx)k  part  in  the  public  affairs 
of  both  places. 

Hon.  George  Sisson,  son  of  the  settler,  was  a 
man  of  considerable  usefulness  and  prominence  in 
Portsmouth.  He  accompanied  his  father  to  Dart- 
mouth about  1667,  but  after  remaining  there  a few 
years  returned  to  the  former  town.  He  was  its 
representative  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1690, 
1702,  1705  and  1707,  and  was  a justice  of  the  peace. 
In  1667  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lawton,  and  they  had  eleven  children. 

James  Sisson,  second  son  of  Richard,  married 
Lydia  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Sarah 
(Cook)  Hathaway,  and  settled  in  Dartmouth,  where 
he  was  an  influential  man,  serving  successively  as 
surveyor  of  highways,  constable  and  selectman.  He 
had  twelve  children. 

John  Sisson,  third  son  of  Richard  the  emigrant, 
resided  for  some  years  at  least  in  Newport,  and  was 
quite  active  in  public  affairs.  So  far  as  is  known 
he  had  but  two  children. 

From  these  three  sources  come  the  Sissons  of  a 
later  day  who  have  so  ably  sustained  the  family 
reputaion  in  their  various  walks  of  life,  some  of 
them  efficiently  representing  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  State  Assembly.  The  family  records,  however. 


have  not  been  carefully  preserved,  and  it  is  not 
practicable  to  attempt  to  give  in  detail  the  genealogy  | 
of  the  Hon.  Willliam  L.  Sisson.  | 

Aloses  Sisson,  the  grandfather  of  William  L.,  | 
was  a prosperous  farmer  and  market  gardener  of ' 
Portsmouth,  and  many  of  his  posterity  are  now  re- ' 
siding  in  Portsmouth  and  Middletown.  He  mar-  i 
ried  (first)  Phoebe  Lawton  and  they  had  four  chil- 1 
dren:  William  B.,  Ruth,  Hannah  and  Mary  Ann.  i 
By  his  second  wife,  Susan  Dennis,  there  were  five  ! 
children  : Alfred,  Albert,  Amy,  Jane  and  Adeline.  . ' 

Hon.  William  B.  Sisson,  the  father  of  William  ' 
L.,  located  in  Aliddletown,  where  his  enterprise  and 
thrift,  together  with  unusual  mental  ability,  won  him 
high  financial  standing  among  his  fellows.  Largely 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  he  also  was  an  ex- 
tensive dealer  in  meats.  His  successful  manage-  ! 
ment  of  his  own  affairs  brought  him  many  respon- 
sibilities from  his  townsmen,  and  they  elected  him 
to  various  local  offices,  while  later  he  was  honored 
by  being  sent  to  the  lower  house  of  the  State  Legis-  1 
lature.  Mr.  Sisson  married,  Feb.  27,  1834,  Mary 
T.,  daughter  of  James  Durfee,  of  Portsmouth,  and  , 
they  had  a large  family:  (i)  Alary  J.  is  the  widow  I 
of  Nathaniel  C.  Vars,  a hotel  man  in  Newport.  (2)  | 
William  L.  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Anna  E.  mar-  1 
ried  Simeon  C.  Coggeshall,  of  Portsmouth,  who  , 
later  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  in  New  j 
York.  Since  his  death  she  has  resided  in  Newport,  j 
(4)  James  M.  married  Mary  Elliott,  of  Ports-  ; 
mouth,  who  has  been  living  there  since  her  hus-  ^ 
band’s  death.  (5)  Josephine  D.  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward A.  Alason,  of  Brooklyn,  a merchant  marine 
pilot.  (6)  Ruth  D.,  residing  at  Fall  River,  is  the 
widow  of  John  Barker,  who  was  a steward  on  boats 
running  between  Fall  River  and  New  York.  (7)  , 
Hattie  C.  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Sherman,  of 
Newport.  The  father  of  this  family,  William  B. 
Sisson,  died  Dec.  30,  1886,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Hon.  William  L.  Sisson  was  born  May  24,  1837, 
in  Portsmouth,  and  there  received  his  education. 
His  was  the  usual  life  of  a farmer  boy — working 
at  home  during  the  summer  and  attending  school  in 
winter.  He  was  from  the  first  reared  to  habits  of 
thrift  and  industry,  the  foundations  of  his  later  suc- 
cess in  life.  As  the  years  passed  he  continued  to 
engage  in  agricultural  work,  remaining  with  his 
father  until  i860.  In  that  year  he  rented  the  home- 
stead and  conducted  it  for  himself,  and  eventually 
it  became  his  own  property.  Mr.  Sisson  has  always 
been  well  abreast  of  the  times,  managing  his  farm 
according  to  the  most  improved  methods,  with  the 
most  satisfactory  results  financially. 

In  political  matters  Senator  Sisson,  as  he  is 
generally  called,  is  in  the  front  rank  of  Rhode 
Island’s  influential  men.  A strong  Republican,  he 
was  first  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1882,  and  was  re-elected  in  1884.  But  in 
that  same  year  he  was  chosen  senator  and  for  eight 
years  was  in  continuous  active  service  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  has  also  served  for  a number  of  years 
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as  a member  of  the  Republican  State  central  com- 
mittee, and  is  one  of  the  commissioners  on  the 
“stone  bridge”  between  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton, 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  purely  a self-made  man,  for 
his  present  position  and  influence  are  due  to  his 
strong  will  and  general  force  of  character.  His 
financial  standing  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
served  for  a number  of  years  on  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Newport  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  bank  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Newport  Trust  Company. 

On  Dec.  5,  i860,  Mr.  Sisson  married  Sarah  A. 
Brown,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Sarah  E.  (Wil- 
cox) Brown,  of  Portsmouth.  They  have  had  one  son, 
Louie  Sherman  Sisson,  born  July  25,  1873,  who  is 
now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the 
large  farm.  The  younger  Mr.  Sisson  was  married 
March  30,  1902,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard 
Duckworth,  of  Portsmouth,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  daughters,  Anna  Marian,  Sarah  Duck- 
worth and  Clarissa  Kay  Sisson. 

Senator  Sisson  and  his  wife  are  both  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  them.  Mrs.  Sis- 
son is  a woman  of  wide  charities  and  beautiful  char- 
acter. Her  husband  is  a born  leader  of  men,  and 
his  genial,  social  nature,  combined  with  a generous, 
sympathetic  disposition,  has  won  him  endless 
friends.  Although  not  a member  of  any  church  he 
attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  is  a liberal 
contributor  to  its  support.  Mrs.  Sisson  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Portsmouth. 

COZZENS.  This  name,  variously  spelled,  oc- 
curs in  New  England  as  early  as  1635,  when  there 
arrived  at  Boston,  in  the  ship  “James,”  George 
Coussens.  There  were  also  a number  of  immi- 
grants bearing  the  name  from  that  time  on  through 
the  century.  A William  Cozzens  was  in  Boston  in 
1649,  Matthew  in  1656.  Richard  Cozzens,  of 
Saybrook,  married,  March  7,  1678,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Alexander  Chalker,  and  their  children,  or  among 
them,  were:  Hannah,  born  March  17,  1679;  Sarah, 
May  10,  1683,  and  Bethia,  Nov.  4,  1685.  Of  these, 
Sarah  was  born  on  Block  Island.  There  is  a rec- 
ord of  the  birth  of  John,  April  23,  1683,  son  of 
Richard  Cozzens,  of  New  Shoreham  (Block  Is- 
land). Without  a knowledge  of  any  connection 
between  these  early  New  England  settlers  and  the 
later  Cozzens  family  of  Newport,  Newport  county, 
and  the  city  of  Providence,  where  located  some  of 
the  southern  Rhode  Island  family,  the  same  Chris- 
tian names  of  Richard,  Matthew,  William,  etc., 
follow  as  in  the  early  Rhode  Island  family.  One  of 
the  earliest  births  of  the  Cozzens  name  in  south- 
ern Rhode  Island,  as  found  in  the  vital  statistics, 
is  that  of  Robert  Cozzens,  who  was  born  March  12, 
1736,  in  Little  Compton,  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  were  married  May  22,  1735,  she  being 
formerly  a Lynd  or  Lloyd  of  Little  Compton,  born 
Jan.  2,  1715,  and  he  being,  at  the  time  of  marriage, 
of  Newport.  Other  families  of  the  name  at  New- 


port were  those  of  Leonard  and  Margaret  Coz- 
zens, of  Gregory  and  Mary  (Fry)  Cozzens,  and  of 
Matthew  Cozzens. 

v^(I)  Leonard  Cozzens,  the  founder  of  the  Ameri- 
can branch  of  the  family  with  which  this  article 
chiefly  deals,  was  a native  of  England,  born  in  1690, 
and  after  reaching  his  majority  emigrated  to  the 
New  World,  soon  afterward,  in  1711,  locating  in 
Newport,  R.  1.  In  July,  1712,  he  married  Miss 
Margaret  Taylor,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children 
of  whom  Joseph  and  Benjamin  were  twins. 

(II)  Joseph  Cozzens,  son  of  Leonard,  was  born 
in  Newport,  Oct.  30,  1721,  and  on  Aug.  29,  1751, 
married,  Mary  Casey,  by  whom  he  had  several 
children. 

(III)  Joseph  Cozzens,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
Newport,  Aug.  20,  1754,  married  Mary  Johnson 
on  March  25,  1775,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children.  The  father  died  Dec.  13,  1835,  and 
the  mother  Dec.  18,  1831. 

(IV)  Matthew  Cozzens,  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  in  Newport,  March  2,  1784,  and  died  in  that 
place  Dec.  16,  1870.  In  early  life  he  was  a hatter, 
but  in  later  years  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 
In  1807  he  married  Ann  Cole,  daughter  of  Charles 
Cole,  of  Newport,  and  by  her  he  had  the  following 
children:  Eliza  Tew,  who  married  John  Goffe : 
William  Cole,  deceased,  whose  biography  follows: 
George,  who  married  (first)  Mary  Wanton  Gould, 
(second)  Susan  A.  Hammett  Gould  and  (third) 
Sarah  Taber ; and  Henry  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 

This  ancient  Newport  Cozzens  family  was  ad- 
mirably represented  in  that  town’s  history  in  the 
person  of  the  late  Hon.  William  Cole  Cozzens,  long 
one  of  the  city’s  leading  merchants  and  public  men, 
who  efficiently  served  Rhode  Island  as  acting  gov- 
ernor in  1863  in  the  midst  of  the  Civil  war. 

Worthy  a place  in  the  annals  of  Newport  and 
in  that  of  the  Cozzens  family  is  the  record  of  the 
services  to  his  adopted  country  of  the  old  family 
slave  and  servant,  Richard  Cozzens,  a native  of 
Africa,  brought  to  America  when  quite  young,  and 
who  lived  many  years  in  the  family  of  Capt.  Mat- 
thew Cozzens,  of  Newport,  the  latter  a seafaring 
man,  as  were  many  of  the  name  in  earlier  New- 
port. Richard  Cozzens  served  five  years  during  the 
Revolution  in  the  Colonial  army,  as  a musician,  a 
fifer.  He  was  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Col. 
Christopher  Greene,  and  subsequently  by  Col. 
Jeremiah  Olney.  After  his  discharge  from  the 
service,  in  June,  1783,  he  removed  to  Providence, 
where  he  died  Dec.  24,  1829,  aged  about  eighty 
years.  He  was  a United  States  pensioner.  There 
are  yet  residing  in  Newport  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  State  representatives  of  this  ancient  southern 
Rhode  Island  family. 

, (V)  William  Cole  Cozzens,  son  of  Matthew, 

born  Aug.  26,  1811,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  passed  his 
boyhood  and  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  receiv- 
ing his  education  chiefly  in  the  famous  Levi  Tower 
school.  He  became  a clerk  in  the  mercantile  house 
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of  the  late  Lieut. -Gov.  Edward  W.  Lawton,  with 
whom  he  was  subsequently  associated  as  a business 
partner  in  the  dry-goods  line.  This  business  was  in 
main  his  occupation  through  life,  and  in  it,  by  his 
tact,  integrity,  energy  and  industrious  habits  he 
met  with  success,  establishing  an  extensive  patron- 
age and  a reputation  and  name  for  himself  in  the 
commercial  world.  For  over  fifty  years  he  contin- 
ued in  the  dry-goods  business  at  the  same  location, 
advancing  during  the  half  century  from  clerk  to 
proprietor. 

Mr.  Cozzens  having  managed  his  own  business 
affairs  so  successfully,  and  being  possessed  of  those 
qualities  which  commend  themselves  to  a com- 
munity, his  fellow-citizens  were  not  long  in  recog- 
nizing his  fitness  for  public  service,  and  consequent- 
ly called  him  to  fill  important  posts  of  responsibil- 
ity, honor  and  trust.  In  early  life  he  was  a Whig, 
and  later  became  a Democrat.  In  1854  he  was  elect- 
ed mayor  of  Newport,  the  second  to  fill  that  office, 
and,  said  the  writer  of  his  obituary,  “Newport. nev- 
er had  a more  faithful,  active  or  energetic  mayor 
or  one  who  more  respected  the  people.”  It  was  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Mayor  Cozzens  that  New- 
port was  visited  with  the  cholera,  during  which 
scourge  he  with  great  activity  and  fidelity, 
met  the  situation,  resolutely  and  with  great 
carefulness  guarding  the  city  tTirough  rigid 
and  sanitary  measures.  It  was  largely  through 
his  influence,  too,  that  the  beautiful  Totiro 
Park  was  obtained  for  Newport.  He  was 
several  times  elected  from  Newport  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  representing  the  city  in 
both  branches  of  that  body.  In  1863,  while  senator, 
he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Senate,  and  on  the 
resignation  of  Governor  Sprague,  who  was  then  the 
State’s  chief  executive  officer,  Alarch  3d  of  that 
year,  to  take  the  office  of  United  States  senator, 
and  the  lieutenant-governor,  Hon.  S.  G.  Arnold, 
having  been  previously  elected  a senator  to  the 
United  States  Congress,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  James  F.  Simmons,  Mr. 
Cozzens,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  president  of  the 
Senate,  became  governor,  a relation  he  sustained 
until  May,  1863,  at  which  time  by  a popular  vote 
James  Y.  Smith  was  chosen  to  the  office.  It  was 
during  the  period  of  his  gubernatorial  term  as 
governor  of  Rhode  Island  that  the  Hon.  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  of  Ohio,  and  then  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Treasury,  and  Major-Gen.  Wool,  U.  S.  A., 
honored  the  State  with  a visit,  and  it  was  the  great 
pleasure  and  privilege  of  Governor  Cozzens  to  ex- 
tend to  these  distinguished  visitors  the  hospital- 
ities of  Newport  and  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
Governor  Cozzens  met  and  discharged  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  the  State’s  chief  executive  office  dur- 
ing the  trying  time  of  the  great  Civil  war  with  that 
tact  and  ability  that  ever  characterized  his  acts. 

Governor  Cozzens  sustained  other  important 
and  influential  relations  with  the  affairs  of  New- 
port. He  was  for  a number  of  years  one  of  the 


directors  of  the  Redwood  Library,  and  several  times 
served  most  efficiently  as  its  president.  He  was 
president  for  twenty-five  years  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Union  Bank,  continuing  in  that  position  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  active  and  influential- 
Jn  bringing  to  Newport  the  Old  Colony  railroad, 
an  enterprise  which  placed  the  city  within  easy  ac- 
cess of  Boston  and  other  cities  and  made  Newport 
the  more  popular  as  a water  resort.  Governor  Coz- 
zens was  one  of  the  builders  of  the  Long  Wharf 
property,  and  he  was  also  active  in  building  the 
Willow  street  school  edifice,  one  of  the  finest  in 
Newport.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  Zion 
Episcopal  Church,  and  for  over  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury was  a constant  attendant.  He  died  of  typhoid 
fever  at  his  home  in  Newport,  on  Dec.  17,  1876.  | 

At  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  local  papers  1 
of  Newport  said  editorially,  referring  to  the  Gov-  , 
ernor : “Thus  has  passed  away  one  of  Newport’s  i 
well-known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens,  a man 
singularly  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fel-  | 
lowmen,  of  great  usefulness  in  the  city  and  State, 
a warm  friend  and  generous  neighbor.”  1 

The  funeral  of  Governor  Cozzens  took  place 
from  his  late  residence  on  Thames  street,  Newport, 
and  was  attended  by  a large  concourse  of  people.  | 
The  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  E,  H.  Kettell,  1 
rector  of  Zion  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  Gov-  ! 
ernor  was  a member,  assisted  by  Rev.  W.  S.  Child.  } 
The  bearers  were:  Benjamin  Finch,  Benjamin  H.  ; 
Rhodes,  James  Atkinson,  Seth  W.  Macy,  Robert  | 
Sherman  and  Henry  Bull.  As  a tribute  to  his  mem-  I 
ory  the  Newport  Artillery  Company  was  ordered 
out  by  Governor  Lippett  to  attend  the  funeral.  The 
old  Phoenix  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  of  which  ! 
Governor  Cozzens  was  the  first  foreman,  were  pres- 
ent, as  were  also  the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  president  I 
of  the  common  council  and  members  of  the  city  | 
council.  ' I 

U On  Aug.  26,  1835,  Governor  Cozzens  was  mar- 
ried to  Martha  Stanton  Gould,  daughter  of  Isaac  ! 
Gould,  of  Newport,  his  wife  dying  in  that  city, 
Oct.  22,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  To 
them  were  born  children  as  follows : ( i ) James 

Gould  located  in  Chicago,  where  he  is  a real  estate 
dealer.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Pome- 
roy, of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (2)  Henry  W.  Cozzens  is 
mentionel  below.  (3)  Susan  Gould  married  Ed- 
ward D.  Landers  of  Newport,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred in  St.  Louis  in  1880.  (4)  Hannah  Gould,  un- 
married, resides  in  Newport.  (5)  William  Cole, 

Jr.,  who  died  in  Newport  in  October,  1901,  was  for 
a number  of  years  in  business  with  his  father.  He 
married  Sophia  E.  Freeman,  of  Newport. 

Henry  W.  Cozzens,  son  of  William  C.,  was 
born  at  Newport,  R.  L,  Jan.  14,  1838.  He  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  completing  his  literary  training  when  he 
was  only  fifteen  years  old.  In  1853  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  William  C.  Coz- 
zens & Co.,  and  in  i860  was  advanced  to  a partner- 
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ship  in  the  business,  remaining  there  until  the  death 
of  his  father,  in  1876.  He  then  closed  out  the 
business,  shortly  afterward  establishing  himself  as 
one  of  the  best-known  electricians  in  the  East. 

In  1872  Mr.  Cozzens  became  chief  of  the  volun- 
teer fire  department,  of  Newport,  which  he  reor- 
ganized in  1874;  in  1875  he  installed  the  fire  alarm 
system,  which  was  the  nucleus  of  his  electrical  busi- 
ness. He  was  a pioneer  in  the  introduction  of  the 
telephone  to  the  public.  When  the  invention  was 
little  known  he  made  a connection  by  telephone 
between  his  summer  home  and  the  fire  alarm  sys- 
tem. In  1877,  with  Henry  Bull,  Jr.,  he  was  ap- 
pointed a representative  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pany, he  and  his  associate  being  the  third  appointees 
named.  They  were  also  the  second  to  establish  a 
central  telephone  office  in  the  world,  and  were  the 
first  to  employ  women  in  the  "Central.”  Newport 
county,  R.  I.,  was  their  first  territory,  which  later 
was  so  expanded  as  to  embrace  Bristol  county. 
Mass.,  and  Tolland,  Windham,  New  London  and 
Middlesex  counties,  Conn.  In  1881  Mr.  Cozzens 
was  instrumental  in  the  introduction  of  electric 
lights  into  Newport,  being  the  representative  of  the 
New  England  Western  Electric  Light  Company,  of 
Boston.  He  also  installed  the  first  electric  bell 
in  Newport.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  New- 
port Electric  Light  Company,  in  1883,  he  became  a 
stockholder,  and  was  elected  a director  and  its  gen- 
eral manager.  He  thus  continued  until  the  plant 
was  sold,  in  1889,  to  the  Edison  Illuminating  Com- 
pany, which  was  finally  merged  into  the  Newport 
and  Fall  River  Traction  Company.  Mr.  Bull  re- 
mained in  partnership  with  Mr.  Cozzens  from  1876 
to  1886,  when  they  disposed  of  their  interests  to 
the  Providence  Telephone  Company,  since  which 
year  he  has  continued  in  the  electrical  business 
alone. 

Mr.  Cozzens  is  independent  in  his  political 
views.  In  1893-94  he  was  elected  State  Senator 
from  Newport,  being  at  that  time  a candidate  of 
the  Democracy.  While  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture he  served  on  the  committee  on  Education. 
Locally  he  held  the  position  of  chief  of  the  fire  de- 
partment for  a period  of  fifteen  years,  and  for  three 
terms — from  January,  1904,  to  January,  1907 — 
served  as  tax  collector  by  appointment  from  the 
city  council.  In  January,  1907,  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  representative  council,  which  was  elected 
under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city  of  Newport, 
Mr.  Cozzens  was  again  appointed  tax  collector  for 
the  ensuing  year.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
the  Business  Men’s  Association,  and  continued  to 
activel5^  participate  in  its  affairs  until  the  organiza- 
tion was  abandoned,  in  1905.  He  attends  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a member. 

On  Sept.  10,  1861,  ]\Ir.  Cozzens  was  married  to 
Clara  Reed  Stevens,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph 
Gardner  Stevens,  of  Newport.  To  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
Cozzens  have  been  born  the  following  children : 


(1)  Martha  Stanton,  who  married  Alexander 
O’Driscoll  Taylor,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  is  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Isabelle  Stanton  and  Eric  Alexander. 

(2)  Henry  W.,  Jr.,  was  for  three  years  the  agent 
of  the  Campbell  Printing  Press  Company,  in  Chi- 
cago, and  is  now  in  charge  of  the  salesmen  of  the 
wholesale  department  in  New  York.  He  married 
Bertha  Wood,  of  Newport,  and  is  the  father  of  one 
son,  James  Gould  Cozzens  H.  (3)  Clara  Ethel, 
lives  at  home. 

CRINS  (Providence  family).  For  quite  a cen- 
tury the  family  bearing  this  name  has  resided  in 
turn  at  Newport  and  Providence,  representing  the 
best  type  of  manhood  and  citizenship.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Lindu- 
mon  H.  and  Susan  (Phillips-Gibbs)  Crins,  whose 
son,  the  late  William  H.  Crins,  of  Providence,  was 
long  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  the 
city,  filling  with  signal  ability  for  some  fifteen  years 
the  position  of  president  of  that  great  and  wonder- 
fully successful  industry — the  Gorham  Manufac- 
turing Company. 

Lindumon  Crins,  the  American  ancestor  of  this 
Newport-Providence  family,  was  a native  of  Nieu- 
port,  Flanders,  and  not  without  interesting  and  his- 
toric identity  with  the  mother  country.  In  the 
course  of  time  he  became  a soldier  in  the  French 
army.  Later  years  saw  him  an  officer  under  the 
great  military  genius,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  so 
well  did  the  young  officer  acquit  himself,  in  the 
tasks  set  before  him,  that  at  the  close  of  the  battle 
of  Austerlitz  he  was  presented  by  the  Emperor, 
as  a reward  for  special  bravery,  with  an  exquisitely- 
painted  ivory  miniature  of  Napoleon.  This  valuable 
keepsake  was  brought  to  America  and  with  the 
passing  of  time  has  become  a highly  prized  heir- 
loom, now  being  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  family,  Harold  C.  Field, 
of  Providence. 

It  is  the  purpose,  however,  of  this  article  to  re- 
fer more  especially,  though  briefly,  to  the  son  of 
this  gallant  French  officer,  the  late  William  H. 
Crins,  whose  standing  as  a citizen  and  business  man 
was  second  to  none  of  his  day  in  the  Rhode  Island 
capitol. 

William  H.  Crins,  was  born  in  Newport,  R. 
I.,  Oct.  7,  1819.  • His  boyhood  was  uneventful,  for 
of  necessity  he  left  school  as  a lad  to  begin  the 
battle  of  life.  Self-dependent  and  self-reliant,  he 
soon,  alone  and  -unaided,  through  the  very  force 
of  his  nature  arose  to  the  occasion  and  the  year  1840 
found  him  established  in  a business  of  his  own  at 
Providence.  His  location  was  on  North  Main 
street,  on  the  site,  in  subsequent  years,  of  the  Way- 
land  building,  and  his  business  that  of  painting. 
Schooled  and  trained  from  boyhood  in  the  rougher 
experiences  of  life,  early  learning  the  value  of  a dol- 
lar, yet  keeping  ever  to  the  front  a conscience  which 
stood  for  more  than  justness  as  a guide,  the  young 


544 


RHODE  ISLAND 


man  built  on  that  sure  foundation  of  honesty  and 
integrity,  with  which  was  coupled  abundant  energy 
and  ambition.  These  led  to  a successful  business 
life — successful  financially  and  in  citizenship,  cul- 
minating in  a distinguished  official  position  for 
many  years,  so,  when  the  end  came,  his  fellow-citi- 
zens could  but  proclaim  his  a most  upright  career. 

Such  was  the  careful  management  of  his  own 
business  affairs,  such  his  conservatism,  his  aversion 
to  incurring  debt,  such  his  grave  demeanor,  his  re- 
served temperament,  his  every  act  so  honorable  and 
just  and  such  his  executive  ability,  that  the 
great  corporation  of  the  Gorham  Manufactur- 
ing Company  in  1879  called  him  to  the  chief 
executive  office  of  their  extensive  business, 
and  so  well  did  he  direct  and  guard  its  affairs  that 
in  1894,  after  fifteen  years  of  faithful  and  continu- 
ous service,  its  board  of  directors,  in  accepting  his 
resignation  as  president  of  this  concern,  passed  a 
resolution  testifying  to  the  high  regard  held  for 
him  during  the  many  years  they  were  associated 
with  him,  expressing  the  wish  that  he  would  con- 
sent to  continue  his  association  as  a member  of 
the  board.  They  also  expressed  their  appreciation 
of  the  value  of  his  services  to  the  company  during 
a period  of  its  rapid  and  successful  development. 

Mr.  Crins  was  twice  married,  first  Dec.  19,  1842, 
to  Rebecca  Slade  Horton,  daughter  of  Otis  H.  Hor- 
ton, who  died  Jan.  23,  i860,  and  second  Dec.  19, 
1861,  to  Marion  Ballou  Whipple,  t 

The  death  of  Mr.  Crins  occurred  at  his  home  on 
Linden  street.  Providence,  May  20,  1904.  At  his 
funeral,  which  took  place  at  his  late  residence  in 
the  afternoon  of  May  23,  1904,  there  was  a very 
large  attendance  of  relatives  and  friends  and  the 
floral  tributes  were  exceptionally  numerous  and 
beautiful.  Mr.  Crins  had  been  a man  of  quiet  and 
unostentatious  habits  and  the  same  simplicity  which 
had  characterized  his  life  was  in  evidence  at  the 
funeral. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Crins  and  his  first 
wife:  (i)  William  Henry,  born  in  Providence, 

Feb.  22,  1844,  n.arried  Clara  Hathaway,  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter, 
Clara,  a teacher  in  Seattle,  Wash.  He  was  engaged 
in  ranching  in  Texas,  but  died  in  Cuba,  Aug.  23, 
1874,  of  yellow  fever,  while  on  a business  trip. 

(2)  Susan  Phillips,  born  in  Providence  Feb.  14, 
1846,  married  James  F.  Field,  of  Providence,  and 
has  one  son,  Harold  Crins,  born  July  19,  1872. 

(3)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  March  5,  1848,  married 

Charles  H.  Perkins,  and  died  in  Providence,  leaving 
one  son,  Alton  Crins,  who  is  in  New  York.  (4) 
Josephine  A.,  born  Jan.  22,  1850,  is  now  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam P.  Chapin,  of  Providence,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Grace  Porter,  William  Porter  and  Robert 
Crins.  (5)  Frank,  born  April  12,  1853,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  Providence,  and 
there  died  unmarried  Jan.  21,  1890.  (6)  Ella  L., 

born  April  14,  1856,  married  Oct.  30,  1888,  Arthur 
O.  Ostby,  of  Providence. 


HON.  JOSEPH  E.  SMITH,  Senator  from 
the  town  of  North  Kingstown,  in  the  General  As-  j 
sembly  of  Rhode  Island,  is  a native  of  that  town,  ■ 
born  Jan.  ii,  1837.  I 

Benjamin  Smith,  his  grandfather,  was  a tailor  - I 
by  trade  and  also  engaged  in  farming  in  North  ^ 
Kingstown,  whence  he  enlisted  under  age  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  His  wife’s  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Austin. 

Harris  Smith,  father  pf  Hon.  Joseph  E.,  was  a 
farmer  in  North  Kingstown,  and  an  expert  surveyor  i 
following  the  latter  occupation  to  a great  extent.  1 
He  was  an  old-line  Whig  in  politics,  and  was  very  | 
active  in  town  affairs,  serving  on  the  town  council  | 
and  representing  North  Kingstown  in  the  State 
Legislature.  His  wife,  Hannah  Spink,  was  a daugh-  j 
ter  of  John  Spink,  and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  ! 
oldest  families  of  North  Kingstown,  data  pertain-  | 
ing  to  whom  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  j 
work.  The  children  of  Harris  and  Hannah  (Spink) 
Smith  were:  Juan  F.,  deceased;  John  Spink;  Ben-  \ 
jamin  F.,  deceased;  Harriet  S. ; Joseph  E. ; William  1 
M.,  deceased;  Mary  C.,  deceased;  Amy  S.,  who 
married  John  Coulters,  of  Arlington,  R.  I. ; Avis 
A.,  who  married  George  Weeden,  of  Cranston,  R. 

I. ; George  H.,  and  Hannah  A.,  deceased.  ! 

Senator  Joseph  E.  Smith  spent  his  early  school-  | 
days  in  the  Stony  Line  school  in  North  Kingstown,  j 
and  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  remained  on  | 
the  home  farm,  at  this  time  beginning  to  work  for 
neighboring  farmers.  On  May  14,  1862,  he  was  ' 
married  in  Newport  to  Mary  Sullivan,  a native  of  | 
Castletown,  Ireland,  and  began  keeping  house  on  j 
the  Babbitt  farm  in  North  Kingstown.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  North  i 
Kingstown.  Senator  Smith  has  always  been  a I 
stanch  Republican,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  For  many  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  North  Kingstown,  and  since 
1903  has  represented  that  town  in  the  State  Senate, 
serving  on  the  committee  on  Fisheries,  and  Agri- 
culture, and  on  Real  Estate.  He  is  a member  of  | 
Washington  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  i 

The  children  born  to  Senator  Joseph  E.  and  | 
Mary  (Sullivan)  Smith  were:  William  A.,  who  ' 
died  Nov.  22,  1900,  was  married  to  Grace  H.  Spink ; | 

Hannah  A.  married  Henry  I.  Reynolds ; Joseph  E.,  | 

Jr.,  married  Eva  Rathbun,  and  had  one  child,  Lasca  I 
E. ; Benjamin  F.,  captain  of  Fleishmann’s  yacht, 
“Hiawatha,”  married  Frances  E.  Morey,  and  has 
one  son,  Charles  John;  Mary  E.,  who  married 
Stephen  H.  Emery  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  has  five 
children,  Ernest  H.,  Stanley  Smith,  Waldo  E., 
William  A.  and  Bessie  E. ; John  H.,  captain  of  John 
D.  Archbold’s  yacht,  “Vixen,”  married  Ellen  Mont-  1 
ague ; Wesson  G.,  who  married  Marian  V.  Cran-  ; 

dall,  daughter  of  David  Crandall,  of  Peace  Dale,  I 

R.  I.,  and  had  one  daughter,  Mary  G.,  was  a ma- 
rine engineer  on  John  D.  Archbold’s  yacht  “Vixen,” 
and  on  Monday  night,  Oct.  15,  1906,  was  killed 
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near  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  by  being  struck  by  a rail- 
road train  while  going  from  Tarrytown  to  the 
yacht  which  was  lying  in  the  Hudson  river  near 
there;  Thomas  L.,  died  in  infancy;  Walter  J., 
married  Annie  L.  Kilroy,  and  has  one  son,  Arthur 
W. ; and  Bessie  E.,  died  aged  eight  years. 

ISRAEL  FISH  LAKE,  who  died  in  Newport 
Nov.  25,  1870,  had  long' been  connected  with  va- 
rious business  enterprises  in  that  city,  where  he 
was  born  in  1792.  He  received  his  education  in 
his  native  place,  and  after  leaving  school  engaged 
in  farming,  also  taking  up  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  for  several  years.  After  the 
death  of  his  father-in-law,  Y'illiam  H.  Douglas, 
he  took  the  management  of  the  grocery  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Broadway  and  Equality,  Park  Square,  and 
he  also  conducted  a shoe  shop  over  the  store,  but 
this  he  gave  up  after  several  years.  Two  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  withdrew  from  the  grocery  business. 

Mr.  Lake  was  self-made  and  very  successful. 
His  tireless  energy  and  determination  to  succeed 
were  well  defined  characteristics  of  the  man.  Very 
domestic  in  his  habits,  he  was  of  a quiet  disposition 
and  very  kind  and  gentle.  He  attended  the  Cen- 
tral Baptist  Church,  and  was  faithful  in  attendance 
and  liberal  in  his  support  thereof.  A Republican 
in  politics,  he  was  never  active,  nor  sought  for 
public  preferment.  Mr.  Lake  was  a director  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank»at  its  organization,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  a numher  of  years. 

Israel  Fish  Lake  married  Sarah  Douglas,  daugh- 
ter of  William  H.  and  Sarah  (Sweet)  Douglas,  and 
a descendant  of  one  of  New  England’s  early  settled 
families.  She  died  March  i,  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lake  had  these  children : William  died  in  infancy. 
William  Douglas  was  deputy  sheriff  and  later 
sheriff',  and  engaged  in  journalism  with  the  Nezvport 
Daily  Nezifsj  he  died  unmarried.  Mary  Atkinson 
married  David  Holloway,  of  Newport,  cashier  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank,  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Newport, 
married  Alfred  Staigg,  of  Newport,  a seafaring 
man,  and  later  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
navy.  Abby  Douglas  married  James  H.  Chappelle, 
a harnessmaker  of  Newport,  where  she  died.  Israel 
Fish,  Jr.,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
as  a member  of  the  ist  and  4th  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ments, later  was  with  his  father  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness; he  died  unmarried.  Eliza  Sherman  (de- 
ceased), married  Thomas  Scott,  of  Newport,  a 
carpenter.  Julia  Cecelia,  who  resides  in  Newport, 
is  unmarried. 

TILLINGHAST.  For  some  two  hundred  and 
sixty  and  more  years  Rhode  Island  has  been  the 
continuous  home  of  the  Tillinghast  family,  and  from 
generation  to  generation  through  this  long  period 
the  records  give  evidence  of  its  honorable  standing 
here  and  of  its  useful  citizenship.  In  the  beginning, 
the  forerunner  here,  the  immigrant.  Pardon  Tilling- 
35 


hast,  an  Englishman,  was  one  of  the  most  conspic- 
uous and  useful  citizens  of  the  town  of  Providence, 
often  deputy,  many  years  pastor  of  the  church, 
the  merchant  of  the  town,  etc.  Two  of  his  sons 
followed  in  his  footsteps,  Hon.  Philip  Tillinghast, 
a merchant  of  Providence,  representing  the  town 
many  times  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  serving 
also  through  a long  period  of  years  as  a member  of 
the  town  council,  justice  of  the  peace,  assistant, 
etc.,  while  Pardon  Tillinghast,  Jr.,  was  scarcely 
less  conspicuous  in  East  Greenwich. 

Of  the  early  generations  of  this  Providence  fam- 
ily a branch  figured  prominently  in  a neighboring 
town — Taunton,  Mass.  Hon.  Nicholas  Tillinghast 
was  town  clerk  of  Providence  several  years  before 
going  to  Taunton,  and  served  that  town  as  post- 
master, while  one  of  his  sons  and  a grandson  be- 
came lawyers  of  distinction,  notably  Hon.  Nicholas 
Taunton  and  Hon.  Joseph  Leonard,  of  Providence, 
both  college-bred  men,  representing  their  communi- 
ties in  the  General  Assembly,  both  candidates  of 
their  party  for  Congress,  one,  Joseph  L.,  successful, 
of  whom  it  was  said,  ‘‘one  of  the  best,  kindest,  most 
talented  men  of  his  age.” 

At  East  Greenwich  there  figured  prominently 
Hon.  Thomas,  a son  of  Philip,  above,  a patriot  of 
the  Revolution,  occupying  a seat  in  the  Assembly 
in  1776,  a member  of  the  United  States  Congress 
and  a judge  of  the  Supreme  court  of  the  Colony. 
At  W’ickford,  or  vicinity,  lived  Hon.  Philip  Tilling- 
hast, associate  justice  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas.  A little  later  there  figured  most  usefully 
through  several  of  the  towns  of  Kent  county  a num- 
ber of  the  Tillinghasts  in  religious  lines,  several 
being  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  The  names  of  Dea- 
con Pardon  and  Deacon  Allen  Tillinghast  will  long 
be  remembered  in  that  section,  as  will  be  also  those 
of  Rev.  John,  Rev.  Gardner  and  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Til- 
linghast. Rev.  John,  being  for  some  forty  years  pas- 
tor of  one  church,  so  reared  a son  as  to  reflect  hon- 
or and  distinction  on  the  family  name.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  late  Hon.  Pardon  Elisha  Tillinghast, 
of  Pawtucket,  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of 
Rhode  Island.  Here  in  Providence  today  the  name 
continues  a conspicuous  one  in  the  city’s  profession- 
al, commercial  and  industrial  life.  Here  is  contin- 
ued the  law  firm  of  Tillinghast  & Tillinghast,  one 
headed  by  James  Tillinghast,  of  some  fifty  years’ 
practice  in  our  courts,  full  of  years  and  honors, 
eminent  in  the  law.  Through  the  pages  of  this 
volume  will  be  found  something  of  the  lives,  fam- 
ily history  and  genealogy  of  the  local  Tillinghasts. 

(I)  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast,  a native  of  Seven 
Cliffs,  County  of  Sussex,  England,  born  in  1622, 
and  according  to  tradition  a soldier  in  Cromwell’s 
army,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Providence, 
R.  I.  The  first  record  of  him  here  is  Nov.  19, 
1645,  on  which  date  he  was  recorded  as  a quarter 
share’s  man  and  granted  twenty-five  acres  of  land. 
He  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1658,  was  deputy  in 
1672,  1680,  1690,  1694,  1697,  and  1700.  He  was 
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overseer  of  the  poor  in  1687,  and  a member  of  the 
town  council  in  1688  and  1691,  and  from  1693  to 
1707.  He  was  the  most  prominent  merchant  of  the 
town  of  his  time.  He  was  pastor  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  for  many  years,  declining  all  remuner- 
ation for  his  services.  About  1700  he  erected  at 
his  own  expense  a house  of  worship  located  near 
the  northwest  corner  of  North  Main  and  Smith 
streets,  nearly  opposite  the  foot  of  Star  Street, 
which  in  17  ii  he  deeded  to  the  church  with  the  lot 
upon  which  it  stood.  He  was  twice  married  and 
had  twelve  children.  The  surname  of  his  first  wife  was 
Butterworth,  and  he  married  second,  April  16,  1664, 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Lydia  (Masters) 
Taber.  He  died  Jan.  29,  1717,  aged  ninety-six. 
His  children  were:  Sarah,  john^  Mary  (all  born 
to  the  first  marriage),  Lydia,  Pardon,  Philip,  Ben- 
jamin, Abigail,  Joseph,  Mercy,  Hannah  and  Eliza- 
beth (to  the  second  marriage). 

(II)  Joseph  Tillinghast,  son  of  Rev.  Pardon, 
was  born  Dec.  16,  1669,  and  married  (first)  Free- 
love  Stafford,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mercy 
(Westcott)  Stafford,  and  (second)  Mrs.  Mary 
Hendron,  born  in  1697,  and  died  in  1765-  Mr.  Til- 
linghast was  a merchant  and  a resident  of  Provi- 
dence and  Newport,  R.  1.  He  died  Dec.  i,  1763- 
His  children  were:  Joseph,  Freelove,  Anna,  Sam- 
uel (all  to  the  first  marriage),  Samuel,  Nicholas, 
Mary,  Daniel,  Daniel  (2),  Henry,  Henry  (2)  (all 
to  the  second  marriage). 

(III)  Daniel  Tillinghast,  son  of  Joseph,  born 

June  2,  1732,  married  Dec.  14,  1752,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Robert  Gibbs,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  She 
died  May  27,  1762,  and  he  married  (second)  June 
5,  1763,  Lydia  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Hon.  Stephen 
Hopkins,  governor,  chief  justice  Supreme  court  of 
Rhode  Island,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  etc. 
The  children  born  to  Daniel  and  Hannah  were  : iMary, 
born  Dec.  7,  1753;  Amey,  Oct.  5,  1755;  Henry 
Hendron,  June  6,  1757;  Daniel,  Dec.  29,  175^5 
Robert  Gibbs,  Sept.  10,  1760;  and  Hannah,  May  26, 
1762.  Those  born  to  Daniel  and  Lydia  were: 
George,  born  Nov.  10,  1764;  John,  Jan.  2,  1766; 
Stephen  Hopkins.,  Sept.  17,  Sarah  Scott, 

April  2,  1771,  and  Sylvanus  July  17,  1772. 

(IV)  Stephen  Hopkins  Tillinghast,  son  of  Dan- 
iel, was  born  Sept.  17,  1768,  and  married  May  23, 
1794,  Theodosia  Foster,  daughter  of  Hon.  Theo- 
dore and  Lydia  (Fenner)  Foster,  he  a United 
States  senator,  and  she  the  daughter  of  Arthur  and 
sister  of  Gov.  James  Fenner,  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
granddaughter  of  Hon.  Jedediah  and  Dorothy 
(Dwight)  Foster,  of  Massachusetts.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tillinghast  were:  George 
Hopkins,  born  March  19,  1795 ; Ophelia  Dwight. 
March  19,  1796;  Charles  Foster,  June  18,  1797; 
and  Frances  Theodosia,  Oct.  15,  I79^ — except 
the  youngest  born  in  New  York,  and  she  in  Provi- 
dence. 

(V)  Charles  Foster  Tillinghast,  son  of  Stephen 
Hopkins,  was  born  June  18,  1797,  in  the  city  of  New 


York,  and  married  May  15,  1822,  Lusanna  Rich- 
mond, born  May  27,  1800,  daughter  of  William  and 
Clarissa  (Andrews)  Richmond,  of  Providence,  he 
a merchant  and  president  of  the  Merchants’  Bank, 
a descendant  of  John  Richmond  through  Edward,  - 
Sylvester,  William  and  Sylvester  Richmond  (2). 

Mr.  Tillinghast  was  prepared  for  college  in  the 
schools  of  Providence,  entered  Brown  University, 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1814. 
He  was  prepared  for  the  legal  profession  under  the 
direction  of  Hon.  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  of  Provi- 
dence, studying  in  the  latter's  office  for  a period  of 
two  years,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Is- 
land in  1816.  He  first  located  in  the  practice  of  the 
law  in  the  village  of  Chepachet,  but  returned  to 
Providence  in  1817  and  became  associated  with  Mr. 
Bridgham,  with  whom  he  remained  several  years. 
He  then  practiced  alone  until  1842,  when  Charles  S. 
Bradley,  afterward  chief  justice,  became  associated 
with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  Tillinghast  & 
Bradley,  and  so  continued  until  1858.  As  a lawyer 
Mr.  Tillinghast  ranked  high,  having  in  certain 
branches  of  the  profession  few  peers,  and  not  many 
superiors.  He  had  no  taste  for  political  life,  never 
sought  office,  and  shunned  publicity.  He  served  one 
term  as  representative  from  Providence  in  the  State 
Assembly  in  1843. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  died  Aug.  3,  1864,  at  his  home  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Mrs.  Tillinghast  died  Sept. 
29,  1862.  Their  children  were:  William  Rich- 
mond, torn  March  2,  1823,  married  Frances  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Abner  Peckham,  and  died  Dec.  i, 
1847;  Stephen  Hopkins,  born  June  15,  1826,  died 
Aug.  13,  1827;  James,  born  July  22,  1828,  is  men- 
tioned below ; and  Sophia  Poster,  torn  May  9,  1833, 
died  unmarried  Nov.  3,  1892. 

(VI)  James  Tillinghast,  son  of  Charles  Fos- 
ter Tillinghast,  was  born  July  22,  1828,  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  married  May  25,  1857,  Sarah  Ben- 
son Anthony,  born  Sept.  27,  1832,  daughter  of  Hen- 
ry and  Charlotte  (Benson)  Anthony,  of  Providence. 
Mrs.  Tillinghast  died  Aug.  i,  1895,  at  Southampton, 
England,  while  on  an  Europeon  tour. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Providence,  then 
entering  Brown  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1849.  Having  prepared 
for  the  law  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Su- 
preme court  at  Providence,  Sept.  22,  1851,  and  at 
once  became  associated  in  the  practice  of  the  law 
with  his  father  and  Charles  S.  Bradley,  in  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Tillinghast  & Bradley,  and  after  the 
latter  withdrew  from  the  firm,  in  1858,  Mr.  Til- 
linghast continued  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s 
death,  in  1864. 

For  approximately  fifty  years  Mr.  Tillinghast 
has  held  a distinguished  place  among  the  most  hon- 
ored leaders  of  the  Providence  Bar,  and  he  is  the 
oldest  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  active 
service.  He  is  widely  known  as  a lawyer  of  high 
attainments  and  sterling  character,  and  a citizen  of 
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unimpeachable  integrity  and  broad  liberal  views. 
Among  the  earlier  important  cases  which  Mr.  Til- 
linghast  especially  originated  was  that  of  Taylor  & 
Co.  versus  Place,  in  1856,  by  which  he  took  to  the 
Supreme  court  the  question  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  grant  new  trials 
— a case  at  the  time  causing  much  discussion 
throughout  the  state,  and  its  decision  established  the 
independence  of  the  courts,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
legislative  exercise  of  judicial  powers  which  had 
always  prevailed  under  the  charter,  and  had  to  that 
time  been  continued  under  the  State  constitution  of 
1842.  Mr.  Tillinghast's  practice  has  been  extensive 
in  all  branches,  in  both  the  State  and  Federal  courts, 
with  special  attention  to  equity  cases  and  questions 
of  corporation  and  real  estate  law.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  most  important  incidents  of  his  professional  ca- 
reer was  his  connection — as  one  of  the  four  associate 
counsel  of  the  A.  & W.  Sprague  Manufacturing 
Company  and  of  its  trustee — with  the  litigation 
which  grew  out  of  the  company’s  failure  in  1873, 
and  which  continued  during  the  subsequent  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years. 

Although  Mr.  Tillinghast  is  public-spirited  and 
deeply  interested  in  all  matters  which  concern  the 
public  welfare,  he  never  has  had  the  inclination  to 
seek  nor  could  find  the  time  to  hold  office,  devoting 
all  of  his  working  energies  to  the  practice  and  per- 
petual study  of  his  profession.  He  has  now  associa- 
ted with  him  in  the  practice  of  the  law  his  sons,  W il- 
liam  Richmond  and  Theodore  hoster  iillinghast, 
under  the  firm  style  of  Iillinghast  & Tillinghast, 
and  this  firm  takes  rank  among  the  foremost  legal 
firms  in  the  State. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  iillinghast 
were:  (i)  William  Richmond,  born  April  15,  1858, 
graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1879,  read  law 
with  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892. 
He  married,  Oct.  22,  1884,  Annie  Barton,  daughter 
of  John  W.  Aborn,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union:  Esther  Chapin,  May  18,  1886; 
James  Alexander,  Jan.  27,  1889;  and  Sophia  L.,  Jan. 
II,  1891.  (2)  Henry  Anthony,  born  Sept.  15,  1859, 

graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1882,  and  was 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  March  18,  1907,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Textile  Finishing  IMachinery 
Company,  of  Providence.  On  Nov.  16,  1892,  he 
married  Sophia  Tillinghast  Aborn,  sister  of  iSIrs. 
William  R.  Tillinghast,  and  they  had  two  children: 
Julia  L.,  born  July  14,  1894,  and  Sarah  Benson,  born 
June  3,  1896.  (3)  Theodore  Foster,  born  Sept.  25, 

1861,  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1884,  at- 
tended Boston  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1887.  (4)  Stephen  Hopkins,  born  April  i, 

1863,  died  March  7,  1865.  (5)  Charles  Foster, 

born  Sept.  18,  1871,  is  unmarried.  (6)  Charlotte 
Lusanne  was  born  Nov.  16,  1872. 

COL.  JOHN  RONALD  LESLIE,  a distin- 
guished veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a prominent 


educator,  especially  well  known  in  Rhode  Island  and 
New  York,  is  at  present  submaster  of  the  Rogers 
high  school  in  Newport,  where  his  influence  is 
strongly  felt. 

Colonel  Leslie  comes  of  Scotch  ancestors,  who  in 
their  native  land  were  farmers.  His  father,  James 
Leslie,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1799,  the  son  of 
James,  who  was  a farmer  and  a lifelong  resident  of 
that  country.  James  Leslie,  the  younger,  followed 
the  same  occupation  while  he  remained  in  the  old 
world,  and  after  he  brought  his  family  to  America, 
in  1835,  continued  it  for  a long  time  at  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.,  but  eventually  he  became  interested 
in  an  iron  foundry  in  that  city,  and  gave  his  whole  at- 
tention to  the  latter  industry  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  no 
office  seeker,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  a Presby- 
terian. He  married  Elizabeth  Ronald,  who  was 
also  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  and  who  died 
in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  in  1858,  aged  fifty-three 
years.  He  passed  away  in  the  same  city  in  1856, 
aged  fifty-three  years. 

John  Ronald  Leslie,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest 
of  the  five  children  in  the  family,  and  was  born  in 
Aberdeenshire,  June  3,  1833,  so  that  he  was  but  two 
years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Pough- 
keepsie, and  also  a private  school  there,  after  which 
he  entered  the  University  of  Rochester,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1856  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  Later  he  received  from  the  same  institution  the 
master’s  degree.  His  professional  career  began  at 
once,  his  first  work  in  the  educational  line  being  as 
private  tutor  to  John  A.  Roosevelt,  a member  of  the 
same  family  to  which  the  President  belongs.  After 
three  years  in  this  capacity  iMr.  Leslie  established, 
in  1859,  ^ private  school  in  Poughkeepsie,  and  was 
conducting  it  with  marked  success  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  The  call  for  volunteers  was  a new 
phase  in  the  life  of  this  quiet  teacher. 

Professor  Leslie  was  filled  with  the  patriotic 
fervor  of  the  times,  and  as  he  was  young  and  without 
close  family  ties  he  offered  his  services  to  the  coun- 
try. On  Sept.  I,  1861,  he  was  mustered  in  as  first 
lieutenant.  Company  B,  20th  N.  Y.  State  Militia 
(8oth  X.  Y.  \’.  1.).  His  regiment  was  in  many  bat- 
tles, and  at  Gettysburg  Captain  Leslie  received  two 
wounds,  one  a flesh  wound  in  the  right  side  of  the 
face  and  the  other  in  the  right  hip.  The  latter  bullet 
still  remains  embedded  in  his  side.  In  September, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  his  company, 
in  November,  1864,  was  made  major,  and  later  was 
brevetted  lieutenant-colonel.  In  1863  he  was  ordered 
to  act  as  provost  marshal  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  M.  R. 
Patrick,  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  next 
year  was  transferred  to  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant’s  head- 
quarters at  City  Point.  He  served  there  until  he 
was  promoted  to  be  major,  and  then  returned  to  his 
regiment.  After  the  capture  of  Richmond  he  was 
sent  thither  as  provost  marshal  of  half  the  city,  and 
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remained  in  that  capacity  until  the  city  was  turned 
over  to  the  civil  authorities,  on  Dec.  lo,  1865.  Al- 
together Colonel  Leslie  saw  four  and  one-half  years 
of  service,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  Feb.  5,  1866. 

After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army. 
Colonel  Leslie  resumed  his  teaching,  and  for  nearly 
three  years  was  tutor  to  the  two  sons  of  Prof.  S.  F. 
B.  i\lorse,  the  inventor  of  the  telegraph.  During 
this  entire  time,  the  three  were  traveling  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe.  Returning  to  America,  Professor 
Leslie  became  vice-principal  of  the  Riverview  Mili- 
tary Academy,  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  remained  there 
two  years.  He  then,  in  1871,  formed  a partnership 
with  his  college  classmate,  ex-Lieut. -Gov.  Henry  H. 
Fay,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  four  years  they  con- 
ducted what  was  then  known  as  Choules  Institute, 
at  Newport.  After  they  gave  up  this  sclicx)!  Colonel 
Leslie  was  offered  the  position  of  Latin  master  of 
the  Rogers  high  school,  and  filled  that  position  from 
1875  until  1881,  when  he  returned  to  Poughkeepsie, 
bought  back  the  school  which  he  had  been  conduct- 
ing when  the  war  broke  out,  and  resumed  his  old 
work  there  for  seven  years.  The  following  two 
years,  1888-1890,  he  spent  in  Frederick,  Md.,  as 
principal  of  Frederick  College,  and  from  there  he 
went  back  to  Newport  to  accept  the  position  of  sub- 
master and  head  of  the  Latin  Department  of  the 
Rogers  high  school,  which  he  has  ever  since  filled. 

Throughout  his  professional  career  Colonel 
Leslie  has  at  times  taken  private  pupils,  and 
has  tutored  members  of  some  of  the  leading  families 
in  the  country,  having  been  at  one  period,  for  several 
months,  private  tutor  to  the  children  of  the  late 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt. 

Colonel  Leslie  met  the  lady  who  became  his  wife 
during  his  years  abroad,  and  they  were  married 
April  4,  1869.  Her  maiden  name  was  Margarethe 
M.  L.  von  Schierbrand,  and  she  was  of  Dresden, 
Germany.  The  union  was  broken  only  by  Mrs. 
Leslie’s  death,  in  Newport,  Oct.  2,  1904.  They  had 
but  one  son,  Alexander  von  \\’.,  who  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  in  1895,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B., 
and  who  is  now  pigprietor  of  the  Blake  School,  in 
New  York  City,  and  of  the  Summer  Tutoring  School 
of  Long  Island,  the  headquarters  of  which  are  at 
Southampton,  L.  I.  He  married  Miss  Josephine  C. 
Mason,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Louise  Josephine  and  John  Ronald  H. 

Colonel  Leslie  is  a gentleman  of  true  culture  and 
high  scholarship,  with  a genial,  kindly  nature  which 
has  won  him  hosts  of  stanch  friends.  In  political 
sentiment  an  independent  Republican,  he  has  been 
active  in  various  campaigns,  but  never  with  the 
slightest  desire  for  personal  preferment.  His  re- 
ligious belief  has  led  him  to  connect  him.self  with  the 
United  Congregational  Church,  of  Newport,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  several  years. 
Colonel  Leslie  is  a loyal  and  valued  member  of  Gen. 
G.  K.  Warren  Post,  No.  21,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Newport. 


JERE.MIAH  BRIGGS  GARDINER  (de- 
ceased), who  for  a long  period  of  years  was  prom- 
inently identified  as  an  official  with  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company,  and  as 
well  was  a substantial  and  influential  citizen  of 
Providence,  came  from  the  South  Kingstown  fam- 
ily of  Gardiners,  descendants  of  George,  of  New- 
port. as  early  as  1638. 

Born  July  15,  1831,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
iMr.  Gardiner  was  a son  of  the  late  Henry  and  Ma- 
hala  (Briggs)  Gardiner,  and  until  a lad  of  some 
fourteen  years  remained  at  home  and  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  Coming  to 
Providence  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  through  the 
advice  of  his  friend,  the  senior  Governor  Sprague, 
he  went  on  board  the  ship  “William  Sprague,”  to 
learn  navigation  and  fit  himself  for  a shipmaster. 
This  was  in  1849,  ^^4  so  apt  a student  was  young 
Gardiner  that  in  the  fall  of  1850,  while  the  “William 
Sprague”  was  at  Manila,  he  was  ai)pointed  master 
for  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  and  brought  her 
home,  arriving  safely  in  the  harbor  of  New  York 
in  February,  1851.  But  after  this  cruise  of  two 
years  around  the  world  the  young  man  of  twenty 
concluded  that  his  tastes  and  inclinations  were  in 
another  direction,  and,  having  received  a position 
with  the  Providence  & Boston  Railroad  Company, 
soon  discovered  that  land  transportation  was  more 
to  his  liking  than  that  by  water.  In  this  new  call- 
ing the  intelligence  and  fidelity  with  which  he  served 
the  company  were  soon  rewarded  by  promotion,  and 
he  was  rapidly  advanced  from  one  position  to  an- 
other through  different  grades  until  in  1869,  ^e  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  Neptune  Line  of  Steam- 
ers, plying  between  Providence  and  New  York. 
Some  four  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  service  for 
the  company  in  tin's  department  also  brought  its 
reward  m his  Ijeing  appointed  in  1873  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  New  York,  Providence  & 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  and  five  years  later 
he  was  advanced  to  the  superintendency  of  the  road. 
The  Providence- Worcester  railroad  having  been 
leased  to  the  Providence  & Boston  Company,  this 
road,  thereafter  known  as  the  Worcester  division, 
was  in  1889  also  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Gardiner, 
and  so  remained  until  1892,  when  the  entire  prop- 
erty was  leased  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Company.  The  New  York,  Providence 
& Boston  railroad  became  known  as  the  Stonington 
division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford, 
and  Mr.  Gardiner  remained  superintendent  of  that 
division. 

For  a number  of  years,  beginning  in  1873,  ]\Ir. 
Gardiner  was  also  the  agent  of  the  Stonington 
Steamship  Line.  In  1888  he  was  made  superintend- 
ent of  the  Newport  & Wickford  Railroad  and 
Steamboat  Company,  and  sustained  such  relations 
until  1894. 

In  the  change  of  base  from  water  to  land  made 
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by  !Mr.  Gardiner  in  his  youth  it  is  now  manifest 
that  he  made  no  mistake,  for  his  long  railroad  serv- 
ice was  characterized  with  great  success  and  with 
that  reward,  too,  that  his  ability,  efficiency  and  fi- 
delity merited.  He  was  a man  of  a genial  and  kindly 
nature  and  of  strong  character,  having  risen  unaided 
to  ijositions  of  responsibility,  trust  and  honor 
through  the  force  of  his  make-up.  He  possessed 
the  happy  faculty  of  knowing  how  to  handle  men 
judiciously,  that  is,  in  a manner  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  great  road  he  represented,  and  as  well 
to  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  the  great  travel- 
ing public.  He  proved  himself  a master  of  the  many 
details  connected  with  his  position,  displaying 
rare  executive  ability.  His  death  on  Oct.  8,  1899, 
left  vacant  a place  hard  to  fill,  for  he  was  invaluable 
in  the  incumbency  to  which  he  had  so  long  devoted 
himself.  Mr.  Gardiner  w'as  a Knight  Templar 
Mason,  belonging  to  St.  John’s  Commandery,  Xo. 
T,  Providence.  In  questions  of  national  interest  or 
importance  he  was  a Republican  in  his  political  sym- 
pathies, but  in  local  issues  he  was  non-partisan.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Union  Baptist  Church,  and 
previous  to  its  organization  (by  consolidation  of 
the  Third  Baptist  Church  and  the  Brown  Street 
Baptist  Church)  he  was  twenty  years  suj^erintendent 
of  the  Sabbath  school  of  the  Third  Baptist  Church. 

On  April  ii,  1852,  ]\Ir.  Gardiner  was  married 
to  Eliza  Antoinette,  born  in  Providence,  May  5, 
1831,  daughter  of  Tolen  and  Rhoda  Ann  Benson, 
of  Providence,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  five 
children,  t^vo  of  wdiom,  Antoinette  Augusta  and 
Granville  S.  A.,  survive.  The  record  of  the  children 
is  as  follows:  (i)  Eliza  Antoinette,  born  June  13. 
1853,  died  June  27,  1853.  (2)  .Mitoinette  Augusta 

was  born  Jan.  14,  1855.  (3)  Granville  Shar])e  Ab- 

bott. born  Aug.  22,  1859,  is  connected  with  the  Wil- 
bur IMercantiie  Agency.  Boston.  (4)  Jeremiah 
Clinton,  born  Jan.  27,  1861,  died  July  7,  1863.  (5) 

Lillian  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  t,  1863,  died  April  18, 
1866.  The  mother  of  these  died  April  26,  1895,  and 
Mr.  Gardiner  married  (second)  Cecelia  Augusta 
Potter,  who  survives  and  resides  in  East  Providence. 

KING  (Providence  family).  Among  the  var- 
ious families  bearing  the  name  of  King  in  Rhode 
Island  are  the  descendants  of  the  late  Elijah  King, 
Sr.,  one  of  whose  grandsons,  the  late  William  Jones 
King,  of  Providence,  was  through  a long  life  one 
of  the  city’s  most  useful  citizens,  zealous  and  active 
in  lines  looking  to  the  uplifting  and  bettering  of 
mankind,  a man  of  force  and  influence  in  his  com- 
munity and  one  of  its  most  successful  business  men. 
It  is  with  the  life  of  this  man.  his  ancestors,  and 
some  of  his  descendants,  that  this  article  is  to  deal. 

William  Jones  King’s  grandfather,  Elijah  King, 
Sr.,  of  Dighton,  iMass.,  was  the  first  of  this  King 
family  to  come  to  Rhode  Island  to  remain.  He  w'as 
born  in  Dighton,  IMass.,  Dec.  14,  1737,  and  died  in 
Warren,  R.  I..  in  1794.  His  father.  Daniel  Kinge, 
Jr.,  of  Scituate  ancl  Dighton.  married  in  Dighton, 
Jan.  II,  1727,  Mary  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Ejih- 


raim  and  Elizabeth  (Talbot)  Hathaway,  of  Dighton. 

Elijah  King  was  a Planter,  and  owned  large 
farms  in  Taunton  and  Dighton,  Mass.,  and  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  was  prominent  in  town  and 
church  affairs,  and  held  many  offices  in  Dighton. 
He  was  a commissioner  in  1775,  with  Rufus  Whit- 
marsh  and  Sylvester  Richmond  3d,  to  oversee  the 
“Condition  of  arms  and  Ammunition'’  among  the 
people  of  Dighton,  and  served  in  the  Revolution  in 
his  cousin’s,  Capt.  Ephraim  Hathaway's,  company. 
After  the  Revolution,  through  depreciated  currency 
and  inability  to  collect  his  loans,  he  was  forced  to 
sell  his  farms,  and  on  Sept.  20,  1787,  sold  his 
“Homestead  Estate'’  in  Dighton  and  bought  a 
place  on  the  Swansey- Warren  line,  at  a point  now 
called  “King's  Rock.’’  This  King  family  have  been 
large  land  owners  in  ^Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Is- 
land since  1635. 

Elijah  King,  Sr.,  married  in  Dighton,  Oct.  23, 
1763,  Maria  Cooke,  born  in  Kingston,  Mass.,  in 
1744,  daughter  of  James  and  Abigail  (Hodges) 
Cooke,  of  Kingston  and  Dighton,  Mass.,  and  Mad- 
uncook,  IMaine.  iMaria  (Cooke)  King  was  the 
great-great-granddaughter  of  h'rancis  and  Hester 
(Mahieu)  Cooke,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  of  William 
and  Mary  (Andrews)  Hodges,  of  Taunton,  and  of 
Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Eisher)  Hopkins,  of  Plv- 
mouth.  Mass.  The  children  of  Elijah  and  Maria 
(Cooke)  King,  who  came  to  Rhode  Island,  were 
Elijah,  Jr.,  and  John  King. 

John  King  was  born  in  Dighton,  Oct.  29,  1774, 
and  died  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  24,  1847.  He 
married  in  Milford,  Mass.,  Sept.  21,  1800,  Lucinda 
Jones,  born  in  Milford,  Aug.  26,  1778,  who  died  in 
Charle.ston,  S.  C.,  Jan.  12,  1852,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph, Jr.,  and  Ruth  (Nelson)  Jones,  of  Milford, 
iMass.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  removed  to 
Charleston,  and  there  formed  the  firm  of  King  & 
Jones,  merchants.  Later  this  firm  became  the  bank- 
ing house  of  King  & Jones. 

Elijah  King,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  in 
1773,  and  was  lost  at  sea  in  September,  1815.  He 
settled  in  Providence,  R.  L,  in  1794.  Capt.  Elijah 
King  was  a merchant  and  master-mariner.  Among 
his  ships  were  the  “Jolly  Robin,’’  “Commerce,’’ 
“Adeona”  and  “Grand  Turk,’’  sailing  between 
Providence,  R.  L,  and  the  West  Indies.  “In  the 
fall  of  1815  he  invested  all  his  available  property  in 
the  cargo  of  seven  of  his  different  vessels,  and  with 
them  set  sail  on  the  ‘Grand  Turk,’  Sept.  15,  1815, 
for  Martinique,  \\'.  I.,  shortly  before  ‘The  Great 
September  Gale’  of  that  date,  and  he  with  all  the 
other  ships,  were  lost  at  sea.’’  Elijah  King  married 
in  Milford,  Mass.,  May  23,  i8o2,'Nancy  Jones,  born 
in  Milford,  March  9,  1783,  died  in  Providence,  R. 
L,  July  25,  1845,  daughter  of  Joseph,  Jr.,  and 
Ruth  (Nelson)  Jones,  of  iMilford,  }tlass.,  and 
Charleston,  S.  C.  i\Irs.  King  was  a great-great- 
great-granddaughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne  Jones, 
of  Hull,  Mass.,  of  the  ancient  Welsh  family  of  that 
name,  and  of  Thomas  and  Joanne  (Dummer)  Nel- 
son, of  Rowley,  Mass.  Mrs.  King  and  her  mother. 
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Ruth  (Nelson)  Jones,  are  buried  in  Swan  Point 
cemetery,  Providence,  R.  I.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Elijah  and  Nancy  (Jones)  King: 
William  Jones,  born  June  14,  1803,  died  Aug.  8, 
1885 ; George  Richmond,  born  in  May,  1805,  died 
July  4,  1807;  Elijah  Augustus,  born  in  December, 
1807,  died  Sept,  il,  1809;  Elijah  Augustus,  born  in 
1810,  died  in  1851  ; Alexander  Jones,  born  in  April, 
1812,  died  Sept.  2,  1818;  Louisa,  born  Eeb.  28, 
1814;  and  Alary  Jones,  born  Alarch  3,  1816,  died 
Aiarch  26,  1900. 

William  Joxes  King  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  June  14,  1803,  there  Aug.  8,  1885. 

He  was  the  son  of  Elijah  King,  Jr.,  of  Dighton, 
Alass.,  and  Providence,  R.  I.,  son  of  Elijah  King, 
Sr.,  of  Dighton,  Alass.,  son  of  Daniel  Kinge,  Jr., 
of  Scituate  and  Dighton,  Alass.,  son  of  Daniel 
Kinge,  Sr.,  of  Scituate,  Dighton  and  Rehoboth, 
Alass.,  son  of  Thomas  Kinge,  Jr.,  of  Scituate,  Mass., 
son  of  Thomas  Kinge,  Sr.,  of  Cold  Norton,  Essex, 
England,  and  Scituate,  Alass.  His  (Air.  King’s) 
first  American  ancestor  was  Thomas  Kinge,  of 
Scituate,  born  in  Cold  Norton,  Essex,  England,  and 
baptized  there  Eeb.  24,  1613,  died  in  Scituate, 
Sept.  24,  1691.  He  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
“Blessing”  in  1634,  with  his  sister  Anne  and  her 
husband,  William  Vassall.  He  was  for  many  years 
ruling  elder  of  the  church  in  Scituate,  selectman, 
grand  juror  and  magistrate.  He  was  a member  of 
the  “Eirst  Troop  of  Colonial  Cavalry,”  and  repre- 
sentative to  “The  General  Court  of  Plymouth  Col- 
ony.” His  father  was  George  Kinge,  a large  land 
owner  in  Purleigh,  Stow  St.  Alary’s,  East  and  West 
Cannon,  Cold  Norton,  and  Woodham  Alortymer, 
Essex,  England. 

William  Jones  King,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  loss  of  most  of  their  property,  became 
the  sole  support  of  his  mother  and  her  three  younger 
children,  and  proved  himself  equal  to  the  task.  He 
resolutely  and  cheerfully  began  his  work,  and  as 
time  passed  filled  one  position  after  another,  with 
credit  and  honor  to  himself,  and  with  satisfaction 
to  those  under  whom  he  was  placed,  until  he  be- 
came cashier  of  the  “Old  Union  Bank.”  In  1836 
Air.  King  took  offices  at  No.  8 Westminster  street, 
which  he  held  until  his  retirement,  in  1884.  He 
became  a cotton  merchant  at  that  time,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother-in-law,  Alexander  Jones,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  Later  die  formed  the  firm  of 
William  J.  King  & Co.,  with  his  father-in-law,  Sol- 
omon Gilbert.  Air.  Gilbert  retired,  and  Ebenezer 
Knight  Glezen  was  taken  as  silent  partner.  Air. 
Glezen  retired,  and  in  1865  the  firm  of  William  J. 
King  & Sons  was  formed,  having  large  wharves  at 
India  and  Eox  Points,  from  which  the  New  Eng- 
land mills  were  supplied.  Through  a long,  honor- 
able and  successful  mercantile  career  Mr.  King 
passed  unhurt  the  several  trying  periods  in  the 
business  of  his  day,  and  his  name  and  firm  were 
known  and  respected  throughout  the  country.  His 
was  a strong  and  forceful  character,  possessing 
qualities  which,  had  he  been  inclined  to  accept  pub- 


lic and  political  offices,  would  have  given  him  high 
position  and  honors.  In  1861-62  he  closed  his  of- 
fices, became  a member  of  the  “Christian  Com- 
mission,” went  to  Washington,  and  there  lived 
amongst  the  Union  soldiers,  preaching  and  helping 
them  in  many  ways.  His  great  influence,  however, 
was  shown  in  many  other  directions.  He  gave  his 
time,  his  efforts  and  his  best  thought  to  the  up- 
building of  his  church,  and  of  such  institutions  as 
the  reform  school  for  boys,  of  which  for  twenty-five 
years  and  more  he  was  a trustee,  and  many  of  the 
boys  of  that  institution,  in  after  years,  came  to  and 
personally  thanked  him  for  his  wholesome  advice 
and  help.  Eor  forty  years  Air.  King  was  a trustee 
of  the  Seminary  at  Norton,  Alass.,  an  institution 
in  which  he  was  greatly  interested. 

Early  in  life  Air.  King  became  an  enthusiastic 
worker  in  Sunday-schools,  and  for  some  eighteen 
years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  of 
the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church,  from  which 
church  his  great-grandmother,  Mary  (Hathaway) 
King,  was  buried ; and  for  twenty-five  years  he 
held  the  same  relationship  with  the  Central  Congre- 
gational Church.  [In  part  from  Providence  Jour- 
nal, of  Aug.  9,  1885.] 

Air.  King  married  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Oct.  20, 
1832,  Lydia  Coit  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  Cov- 
entry, Conn.,  April  4,  1807,  and  died  in  Providence, 
R.  1.,  Eeb.  9,  1884.  She  was  a daughter  of  Solo- 
mon and  Lydia  (Alorgan)  Gilbert,  of  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  and  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  a great-great- 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Jonathan  and  Alary 
(Welles)  Gilbert,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  of  James  and 
Marjory  (Hill)  Alorgan,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and 
of  Edward  Euller,  of  Plymouth,  Alass.  Air.  King 
died  in  Providence,  Augi  8,  1885,  and  both  he  and 
Airs.  King  are  buried  at  Swan  Point  cemetery. 
Providence.  They  had  children  as  follows : Eliz- 
abeth Gilbert,  born  Eeb.  13,  1835 ; William  Jones, 
born  Oct.  14,  1837,  who  died  April  15,  1904; 
Charles  Goodrich,  born  Jan.  3,  1840,  who  died  Aug. 
27,  1881 ; Edward  Gilbert,  born  Nov.  20,  1841,  who 
died  Sept.  18,  1872;  Frederick  Augustus,  born  Jan. 
17,  1844,  who  died  Alarch  22,  1888;  Lydia  Gilbert, 
born  June  15,  1846,  who  died  June  12,  1885;  and 
Theodore  Gilbert,  born  Alay  28,  1850. 

William  Jones  King,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  private 
schools,  and  went  early  into  business  with  his  fa- 
ther. He  soon  relinquished  his  partnership,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  Cuba  and  Europe.  Later 
he  became  interested  in  the  iron  manufactories  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  formed  the  King  Iron  Works,  be- 
came its  president,  and  retired  from  active  business. 
He  married  in  Buffalo,  June  27,  i860,  Jeannie 
Fletcher  Pratt,  born  in  Buffalo,  Feb  18,  1841,  died 
in  Buffalo,  Sept.  24,  1872,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Fletcher  and  Alary  Jane  (Strong)  Pratt,  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  Children:  Samuel  Pratt,  born  Feb.  12, 
1863;  William  Jones,  3d,  born  Oct.  13,  1864;  and 
Daisy  Fletcher,  born  Alarch  12,  1872. 

(Shades  Goodrich  King  was  a student  at  Brown 
University  1856-58,  and  at  Amherst  College,  1858- 
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1861.  He  was  gTaduated  from  Amherst,  with  the 
degree  of  L>.  A.,  in  1861,  and  received  from  the  same 
college,  in  1862,  the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  was  a 
student  of  medicine  at  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1861-62;  “United  States  Mili- 
tary Service,’’  “loth  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  In- 
fantry,” “ist  Sergeant,  Hospital  Corps.” 

Air.  King,  in  1865,  with  his  father  and  brother, 
Edw'ard  G.  King,  formed  the  partnership  of  Wil- 
liam J.  King  & Sons,  and  when  his  father’s  advanc- 
ing age  necessitated  the  active  management  falling 
upon  younger  shoulders  Charles  G.  King  became 
the  acting  head  of  the  firm,  and  so  continued  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  27,  1881.  He  mar- 
ried in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  26,  1866,  Frances 
Ellen  Jones,  born  there  Dec.  18,  1845,  daughter  of 
George  Farcpihar  and  Lorania  Carrington  ( Hop- 
pin)  Jones,  of  Providence,  R.  1.,  and  Philadelphia. 

From  Providence  Journal-.  "Air.  King  was  one 
of  our  leading  business  men,  and  one  who,  had  his 
life  been  spared,  would  unquestionably  have  been 
most  prominently  identified,  in  the  future,  with  our 
leading  and  central  mercantile  interests.  \t  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  (of  which  his  father  was  president), 
a prominent  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  being 
one  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  also  upon  the  Fi- 
nance and  Floor  committees.  He  had  always  taken 
a deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Board,  and  in 
furthering  its  prosperity.  This  is  affectingly  mani- 
fested in  a letter  which  we  have  seen,  written  to  a 
personal  friend  in  this  city,  only  Friday,  which  does 
not  at  all  indicate  that  his  strength  was  declining. 
For  a long  time,  during  the  rapid  fiuctuations  in 
the  cotton  market,  he  sustained  a leading  part  in  the 
conduct  of  the  extensive  enterprises  in  which  his 
house  was  engaged,  and  his  was  a well-known  face 
on  the  Cotton  Exchange,  in  New  York,  in  its  storm- 
iest days.  The  Rt.  Rev.  AI.  A.  De  W’olfe  Howe, 
who  united  Air.  King  and  his  wife  in  marriage,  offi- 
ciated at  his  funeral,  which  was  largely  attended, 
the  cotton  dealers  closing  their  places  of  business 
as  a token  of  respect.  His  sad  and  sudden  demise 
has  cast  a marked  gloom  over  our  community.” 

The  children  of  Charles  Goodrich  King  were  : 
Charles  Goodrich,  born  Alay  15,  1867,  who  died 
Nov.  21,  1894;  George  Farquhar  Jones,  born  Alay 
15,  1867;  Alary  Farquhar  Jones,  born  Jan.  15.  1870. 

Edward  Gilbert  King  entered  Williams  College 
in  the  class  of  1864,  remaining  until  his  sophomore 
year,  when  he  left  college  to  become  a member  of 
his  father’s  firm.  In  1862  he  served  in  Company 
D,  loth  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Infantry.  He 
married  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Alay  31,  1866,  Alary 
Alontgomery  xMwater,  born  in  New  Haven,  Jan. 
17,  1848,  died  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  22,  1873, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Alary  (Alontgomery)  At- 
water, of  New  Haven,  Conn.  Children  : Edward 
Gilbert,  born  Feb.  19,  1867;  Frederika  Augusta, 
born  April  5,  1868;  Gilbert  Alontgomery,  born  Sept. 
15,  1871,  and  William  Jones,  bom  Jan.  i,  1873. 

Frederick  xA-Ugustus  King,  student  at  Amherst 


College,  1859-61,  Brown  University,  1861-64,  left 
college  to  become  a member  of  his  father’s  firm, 
William  J.  King  & Sons.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tool  Com- 
pany, having  held  that  office  since  its  organization. 
He  was  also  a director  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  other  companies.  He  married  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  April  7,  1870,  Lorania  Carrington  Jones,  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Jan.  10,  1841,  died  in  Providence, 
Aug.  4,  1884,  daughter  of  George  Farquhar  and 
Lorania  Carrington  (Hoppin)  Jones,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Children : Lorania 
Carrington,  born  Alarch  27,  1871,  and  Frederick 
Augustus,  born  xAug.  2,  1872. 

Lydia  Gilbert  King  married  in  Providence,  Oct. 
25,  1871,  Edmund  Furse,  born  in  Rome,  Italy, 
Alarch  30,  1841,  son  of  XA'illiam  Henry  and  Emelie 
(Ronald)  Furse,  of  Topsham,  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land, and  Rome,  Italy.  Children ; Lydia  Gilbert, 
born  Sept.  28,  1872;  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  Jan.  31, 
1874;  Emelie  Ronald,  Nov.  17,  1875;  Edmond  W'il- 
liam,  Aug.  17,  1877;  George  xArmand,  Feb.  21, 
1880;  Charles  Francis,  Alarch  16,  1882;  William 
King,  June  26,  1883;  Ronald,  born  April  24.  1885. 

Theodore  Gilbert  King  married  in  New  York 
City,  Oct.  24,  1877,  Anna  Rebecca  Barry,  born  in 
New  York,  Dec.  22,  1855,  daughter  of  William 
F'rederick  and  Harriet  Wildman  (Starr)  Barry,  of 
New  York  City.  Air.  King  has  lived  in  Pan, 
France,  for  many  years.  They  have  no  children. 

J.  STxACY  BROW  N.  The  immediate  ])aternal 
forefathers  of  J.  Stacy  Brown,  of  Newport,  says 
the  family,  were  of  South  Kingstown  and  Newport, 
the  family  descending  from  Chad  Brown,  ancestor 
of  the  distinguished  Brown  family  of  Providence. 

Chad  Brown,  accompanied  by  his  wife  Elizabeth 
and  son  John,  then  eight  years  of  age,  and  per- 
haps his  younger  sons,  came  from  England  in  the 
ship  “Alartin”  in  1638.  He  soon  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  at  once  became  a leader  in  the 
Colony  and  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens.  He 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Providence  in  1642.  Of  his  five  children  the  name 
has  been  perpetuated  through  his  sons,  John.  James, 
Jeremiah  and  Daniel,  the  first  and  last  named  liv- 
ing in  Pro-vidence,  and  the  ether  two  in  Newport. 
Alany  of  the  descendants  of  these  have  been  traced, 
but  of  the  son  Jeremiah’s  so  little  is  known  as 
to  admit  of  no  connected  account.  This  son  Jere- 
miah Brown  was  twice  married  and  was.  an  inhabit- 
ant of  both  Newport  and  Kingstown.  His  will  was 
proved  in  1690.  Of  the  early  Kingstown  Browns. 
xAustin,  the  Rhode  Island  genealogist,  says  that 
probably  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Wdlliam  Brown  were 
his  .sons,  but  there  is  no  direct  evidence  to  show  it. 

Daniel  Brown,  grandfather  of  J.  Stacy  Brown, 
of  Newport,  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.. 
and  died  in  Newport.  He  was  inspector  at  the 
custom-house  at  the  latter  place  for  a number  of 
■years.  An  old-line  Democrat,  he  took  an  active  part 
in  political  matters  and  was  a member  of  the  fa- 
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mous  “Dorr”  Legislature,  then  known  as  the  Rebel 
Legislature.  Air.  Brown  married  Sophia  Fowler, 
of  Newport,  and  their  children  were  as  follows: 
(i)  Ellen  married  Capt.  Charles  Freeman,  of  New- 
port. (2)  Jeremiah,  who  served  in  the  Union  army, 
later  had  charge  of  construction  work  for  the  gov- 
ernment, and  was  still  later  engaged  in  contracting 
in  Fhiladelphia.  He  married  Rebecca  Barker,  of 
Newport,  in  which  city  he  died.  (3)  John  went  to 
California  in  1849  “Alexandria,”  and 

died  in  that  State.  (4)  James  AlcKinsey  was  a 
painter  by  trade  and  later  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cider  in  Fhiladelphia.  He  married  Lydia 
Tillinghast.  (5)  Benjamin,  who  was  a sailor,  fol- 
lowed the  sea  for  a number  of  years,  and  finally 
settled  in  California,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
mining.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Rebellion  and  later  returned  to  Santa  Barbara,  Cal., 
where  he  married  and  died.  (6)  Daniel,  Jr.,  was 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Newport,  and  later  be- 
came a letter  carrier ; he  married  Alartha  Howard. 
(7)  Lewis  was  the  father  of  J.  Stacy.  (8)  Zachary 
Taylor  was  bookkeeper  for  T.  Alumford  Seabury 
for  several  years,  and  was  appointed  later,  through 
the  influence  of  the  Hon.  William  F.  Sheffield,  pay- 
master in  the  United  States  Navy,  being  stationed 
at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  where  he  died  of  yellow  fever. 

Lewis  Brown,  the  father  of  J.  Stacy  Brown,  was 
born  Alay  7,  1842,  in  Newport,  R.  I.  In  1863  he 
entered  Company  D,  12th  R.  1.  \'.  1.,  from  Newport, 
and  served  nine  months  as  a ])rivate.  His  regiment 
saw  considerable  active  service,  including  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  Air.  Brown  was  honorably 
discharged  in  July,  1864.  He  has  been  prominent 
in  city  affairs,  and  has  served  as  postmaster  of 
Newport. 

On  Jan.  14,  1869,  Lewis  Brown  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Julia  Ellery  Barker,  daughter  of  Darius 
Ellery  and  Julia  James  (Powell)  Barker,  of  New- 
})ort,  and  to  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: John  Stacy,  mentioned  below;  Sophia 

Eowler,  who  died  aged  seventeen  years;  Lewis,  Jr., 
who  was  born  Feb.  ii,  1876,  graduated  from  West 
Point  Academy  in  1901,  and  is  now  first  lieutenant 
of  the  7th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  stationed  in  the  Philip- 
pines (he  married  Feb.  15,  1905,  Annie  Fitzhugh 
I.ee,  daughter  of  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee  of  Virginia)  ; 
and  Julia  Powell,  who  is  a student  at  the  School  of 
Design,  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

John  Stacy  Brown  was  born  Nov.  19,  1869,  in 
New])ort,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city 
acquired  his  early  educational  training.  In  (October, 
1889,  he  entered  Harvard  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1892,  receiving 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  then  sjient  one  year  in 
the  Harvard  Law  School.  In  college  Air.  Brown 
was  active  in  athletics,  during  his  Freshman  year 
being  a member  of  the  A’arsity  base-ball  team,  as 
well  as  captain  of  the  Freshman  team.  He  was  one 
of  the  debating  team  which  participated  in  the  first 
inter-Collegiate  debate  with  Yale,  at  New  Haven. 

After  leaving  college,  IVIr.  Brown  was  for  about 
one  year  in  the  office  of  Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield, 


pursuing  his  law  studies,  and  in  August,  1894,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island.  He  at 
once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New- 
port, and  after  a year's  practice,  in  October,  1895, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  spent  one  year  with  his 
family  in  Southern  California.  Having  regained  his 
health,  in  October,  1896,  he  returned  to  Newport 
and  resumed  his  law  practice. 

In  political  faith  Air.  Brown  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  been  iirominent  in  the  ranks  of  that 
party  in  Rhode  Island.  In  1898  he  was  elected  city 
solicitor  of  New]iort,  served  in  that  capacity  until 
T900,  and  was  again  elected  in  January,  1903,  serv- 
ing until  1907.  In  1901  Air.  Brown  was  elected 
representative  to  the  General  .\ssembly  from  New- 
l)ort,  serving  in  the  sessions  of  1902,  1903  and  1904, 
and  during  this  time  he  was  a member  of  the  commit- 
tees on  Special  Legislation  and  Education.  During 
his  services  in  the  Legislature  Air.  Brown  was  one 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  minority.  He  has 
served  as  Lhiited  States  Commissioner  of  his  dis- 
trict. Air.  Brown  is  a member  of  the  Harvard  Club 
of  New  York,  of  the  Aliantonomi  Club,  and  the- 
Golf  and  County  Clubs,  of  Newjwrt.  He  is  fra- 
ternally associated  with  Newport  Lodge,  No.  104, 
B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  treasurer  and  a director  of  the 
Arctic  Ice  Company,  of  Newport. 

On  Jan.  2,  1894,  Air.  Brown  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Phebe  Bradford,  daughter  of  the 
late  Joseph  Bradford,  for  many  years  a prominent 
business  man  of  Newport,  and  a direct  descendant 
of  Gov.  William  Bradford,  of  Plymouth  Colony. 
To  Air.  and  Airs.  Brown  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: John  Stacy,  Jr.,  and  Katharine. 

COL.  THOAIAS  JAY  PEIRCE,  town  clerk 
of  North  Kingstown,  is  descended  from  Giles 
Peirce,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  through  John. 
Giles,  John  and  John  B. 

John  Peirce,  the  grandfather  of  Col.  Peirce,  was 
born  in  1766,  on  Block  Island,  and  died  July  8, 
1848,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  In  1785  his  father  and 
family  moved  to  North  Kingstown  and  settled  on  a 
farm  later  owned  by  Thomas  Congdon  Peirce.  The 
old  gambrel-roofed  house  stood  near  the  present 
home  which  was  built  in  1872.  John  Peirce  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  a Miss  Davis,  died 
without  issue.  By  his  second,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Stutely  Brown,  there  were  two  sons:  John  Brown, 
born  July  19,  1827;  Thomas  C.,  born  Sept.  17,  1829. 

Hon.  John  Brown  Peirce  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  in  what  is  familiarly  known  as  Boston 
Neck,  July  19,  1827.  After  leaving  the  district  schools 
he  took  a course  of  study  at  the  Lapham  Institute  in 
Smithfield,  and  was  engaged  for  a short  time  in 
teaching,  after  leaving  school.  He.  however,  se- 
cured a position  as  bookkeeper  and  ]:»aymaster  at 
Larsche's  print  works,  in  Smithfield,  where  he  re- 
mained several  years.  After  this,  he,  with  his  bro- 
ther, Thomas  C..  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
on  Canal  street,  in  Providence.  At  the  time  of  the 
gold  excitement  in  1849  both  brothers  started  for 
California,  previously  selling  out  their  business. 
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They  remained  but  a year  or  two,  however.  Upon 
their  return,  Mr.  Peirce  with  several  others  formed 
a company  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  calico  printing,  and  established  themselves 
at  what  is  now  known  as  the  Greenwich  Print 
Works.  The  company  afterward  removed  to  Smith- 
field,  and  continued  the  business  until  the  hard  times 
of  1857  came  on,  when  they  were  obliged  to  fail. 
He  next  became  the  agent  for  the  Providence  Iron 
Foundry,  remaining  with  the  firm  until  he  entered 
the  United  States  service  in  1863.  Beginning  as 
lieutenant  and  commissary  of  the  Third  Rhode  Is- 
land Cavalry,  Mr.  Peirce  was  remustered  to  date 
Sept.  22,  1863 ) four  days  later  he  was  detached  as 
regimental  quartermaster,  and  designated  as  such 
while  the  regiment  was  being  recruited.  On  Oct. 
27,  1863,  he  received  from  Edwin  M.  Stanton  his 
commission  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  A,  14th 
R.  I.  Heavy  Artillery.  He  accompanied  the  Third 
Battalion,  serving  as  its  quartermaster,  but  was  de- 
tached as  acting  assistant  quartermaster  in  the  chief 
quartermaster’s  department.  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
serv^ed  as  such  until  June,  1865.  He  volunteered 
for  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermaster  at  Shreve- 
port, La.,  and  also  at  one  time  had  charge  of  the 
transportation  department.  He  was  mustered  out 
Oct.  2,  1865,  but  was  later  given  a captain’s  com- 
mission, and  he  remained  in  the  regular  army  until 
1866.  Upon  receiving  his  discharge  he  came  to 
Wickford  where  his  family  had  been  during  his 
military  service.  There  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  gradually  running  into  the  grain  business, 
until  during  the  past  few  years  he  made  that  a spe- 
cialty, establishing  a steam  mill  and  receiving  his 
brain  by  the  cargo. 

Mr.  Peirce  had  always  taken«an>  active  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  community,  in  which  he 
lived,  and  had  received  many  offices  of  trust. 
While  a citizen  of  Providence  he  was  elected  aider- 
man  for  three  consecutive  years  from  the  Seventh 
ward,  and  only  resigned  his  position  there  to  enter 
upon  his  duties  in  the  Civil  war.  In  1867,  the  year 
following  his  return  from  the  war,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  town  council,  of  North  Kingstown, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  five  consecutive 
years.  In  1868  and  1869  he  represented  the  town 
in  the  State  Senate.  In  1873  he  was  elected  town 
clerk,  and  this  position  he  held  until  his  death,  nev- 
er having  had  an  opposing  candidate.  Mr.  Peirce 
had  always  been  a stanch  Democrat,  and  had  been 
honored  by  the  Democratic  party  several  times  by 
receiving  the  nominations  for  secretary  of  state  and 
lieutenant  governor.  In  1876  he  was  a delegate  from 
Rhode  Island  to  the  St.  Louis  Convention  which 
nominated  Tilden  and  Hendricks.  In  his  public 
offices  he  had  always  been  most  faithful  to  his 
trusts,  giving  more  time  to  the  interests  of  the  town 
affairs  than  any  other  man.  No  one  was  so  well 
posted  in  the  probate  business,  and-no  one  can  ever 
take  his  place  in  the  general  information  concerning 
the  records  of  the  town.  Everv  leisure  moment  was 


spent  in  poring  over  the  charred  records  which  were 
saved  from  the  fire,  several  years  ago,  and  in  that 
way  he  had  acquired  a fund  of  information  that  no 
one  else  will  ever  have  the  time  and  patience  to  gain. 

Mr.  John  B.  Peirce  was  an  active  member  in  the 
fraternity  of  Free  Masons.  At  the  time  of  his 
coming  to  Wickford  in  1866,  Washington  Lodge 
No.  5,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  had  not  had  any  communi- 
cations for  many  years,  having  been  obliged  to  yield 
to  the  anti-]\Iasonic  movement  years  before. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Peirce  a dispensation 
was  granted  by  the  Grand  Master,  Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
that  same  year,  and  with  fourteen  members  Wash- 
ington Lodge  No.  5,  was  reinstated.  Mr.  Peirce 
was  the  first  master,  which  position  he  held  for  sev- 
eral years.  But  one  of  the  original  fourteen  mem- 
bers remains  at  present  a member  of  the  Lodge,  Dr. 
Samuel  B.  Church.  Previous  to  this  date  Mr. 
Peirce  was  a member  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge, 
Providence.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Chapter,  Providence  Council,  and 
St.  John’s  Commandery,  all  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Peirce  had  been  married  three  times.  His 
first  wife  was  Izitte  C.  B.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Gardiner  or  North  Kingstown.  She  died  at  Provi- 
dence in  1848.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Mary  G.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Brown,  of  South 
Kingstown.  In  1858  he  was  again  left  alone,  this 
time  with  two  children.  His  third  wife.  Abby  A.  C. 
B.,  who  survived  him,  was  a sister  of  his  first  wife 
wife  and  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Gardiner.  She 
died  Dec.  28,  1904.  To  the  first  marriage  was 
born  John  G.,  who  died  in  infancy.  To  the  second 
were  born  Izitte  G.,  deceased,  and  Col.  Thomas  Jay. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Peirce  was  at  work 
on  a genealog}^  of  the  Peirce  family.  Upon  this  he 
had  labored  assiduously,  making  it  a most  perfect 
work  so  far  as  completed.  His  great  liking  for  such 
work  caused  him  to  overtax  himself,  the  early  morn- 
ing finding  him  often  still  at  work  poring  over  old 
records  and  papers,  and  this  doubtless  hastened  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  26,  1885. 

Col.  Thomas  Jay  Peirce  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  June  20,  1857.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Providence,  was  at  East  Greenwich 
Academy  for  three  years,  and  attended  tlie  Mowry 
& Goff  English  and  Classical  Institute,  and  the  Bry- 
ant & Stratton  Business  College.  He  engaged  in 
the  grain  business  with  his  father  in  Wickford,  and 
for  four  years  was  agent  at  Wickford  of  the  New- 
port and  Wickford  Company. 

Col.  Peirce  has  always  been  a public-spirited  cit- 
izen, and  has  taken  active  part  in  local  affairs,  work- 
ing with  the  Democratic  party,  as  had  his  father. 
A number  of  responsible  positions  have  been  ten- 
dered him,  and  he  has  served  the  public  in  various 
capacities.  In  June,  1896,  he  was  elected  town  clerk 
of  North  Kingstown,  and  has  filled  that  position  ef- 
ficiently ever  since.  For  twelve  years  he  was  clerk 
of  the  school  committee  and  in  1887  and  1891  he 
was  on  Governor  Davis’  staff".  In  1888  he  was  a 
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delegate  to  the  St.  Louis  convention  which  nomin- 
ated Grover  Cleveland  the  second  time.  He  has 
been  coroner  for  many  years  and  is  clerk  of  the 
Second  District  Court.  He  has  been  equally  prom- 
inent in  fraternal  work,  being  a past  master  of 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  5,  x\.  F.  & A.  M. ; a member 
of  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; Past  Com- 
mander of  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  K. 
T. ; and  a member  of  Rhode  Island  Consistory,  32d 
degree,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  and  Palestine  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
N.  M.  S.  He  is  also  a member  of  Beacon  Lodge, 
No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red- 
men,  being  first  past  sachem  of  Ninigret  Tribe,  No. 
18 ; the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution, 

Col.  Peirce  was  married  Oct.  12,  1880,  to  Sarah 
M.,  daughter  of  Peleg  W.  Wightman,  of  Wickford. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them  namely: 
Vary  Izitte,  born  Sept.  14,  1881,  who  married,  Nov. 
19,  1904,  Albert  L.  Rodman ; John  Perry  Babcock, 
born  Feb.  5,  1883;  and  Raymond  W.,  Aug.  i,  1893. 
Col.  Peirce  is  a genial,  whole-souled  man,  and  num- 
bers his  friends  by  the  thousands  throughout  the 
State. 

HON.  EDWIN  DANIEL  McGLTNNESS. 
The  death  of  few  men  could  have  brought  deeper 
sorrow  to  so  many  citizens  than  did  that  of  the  Hon. 
Edwin  D.  McGuinness,  a former  mayor  of  Provi- 
dence and  a devoted  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
Mayor  McGuinness  had  from  early  boyhood  that 
valuable  quality  of  binding  to  him  By  the  strongest 
ties  warm  and  worthy  friends.  In  a very  conserva- 
tive community  he  managed  to  reach,  at  a compara- 
tively early  age,  the  most  imjiortant  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  people,  and,  best  of  all,  to  make  in  that 
position  a record  that  political  friends  and  opponents 
agree  was  a most  honorable  one.  He  was  born  in 
the  Eirst  ward,  in  the  city  of  Providence,  May  17, 
1859,  son  of  Bernard  and  Mary  ( Gorniley  Higgins) 
McGuinness, 

Bernard  INIcGuinness,  son  of  Felix  and  Bridget 
McGuinness,  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
and  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  ])ar- 
ents  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Providence, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  When  a 
boy  he  was  first  employed  at  the  Cranston  Print 
Works,  and  worked  there  a number  of  years.  Later 
he  obtained  a situation  with  the  old  Providence, 
Hartford  & Fishkill  Railroad  Company,  in  the  offices 
near  Gaspee  street,  and  rose  from  a hum1)le  position 
to  that  of  head  clerk.  After  a lengthy  service  in 
this  capacity  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, opening  an  office  in  the  iSIerchant’s  Bank 
building,  where  he  engaged  in  the  handling  of  real 
estate  and  allied  transactions.  For  thirty  years  he 
remained  in  this  building  and  continued  in  the  real 
estate  business  with  marked  success,  attending  per- 
sonally to  its  details  up  to  the  time  of  his  last  illness, 
which  preceded  his  death  by  several  weeks.  He 
died  March  12,  1902,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 


On  May  30,  1855,  Mr.  McGuinness  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Mary  (Gormley)  Higgins,  a native  of  Ire- 
land, daughter  of  Michael  Gormley,  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  two  sons,  Father  William  F.  and 
James.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  McGuinness  she 
had  three  children  ; Edwin  Daniel ; John,  of  Provi- 
dence ; and  Mary  Josephine,  wife  of  Thomas  F.  Gil- 
bane,  of  Providence.  Mrs.  McGuinness  died  July 
21,  1895,  aged  seventy  years. 

Edwin  D.  McGuinness  became  a pupil  in  the 
public  schools  of  Providence  and  passed  from  one 
grade  to  another  until  1873,  when  he  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  He  then  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1877 
with  honors,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Charles  P.  Robinson,  Esq.,  in  the  fall  of  1877  entered 
the  Boston  Law  School,  and  in  June,  1879,  he  re- 
ceived his  diploma  as  Bachelor  of  Laws ; he  reached 
the  highest  percentage  given  in  the  examination. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  bar  July  i, 
1879,  from  that  time  was  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  law  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  McGuin- 
ness & Doran.  Mr.  McGuinness  was  not  long  in  at- 
tracting a large  and  profitable  clientage  and  this,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  he  took  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  his  section  of  the  city,  gave  him  a political 
jirominence  which  worked  to  his  advantage  later  in 
life. 

Mr.  McGuinness  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and 
early  in  life  he  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs.  His  first  actual  identification  with 
party  work  was  as  a member  for  three  years  of  the 
Democratic  State  Central  Committee,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years  he  was  the  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  City*Convention  of  1885,  which  nomi- 
nated Thomas  A.  Doyle  for  mayor.  In  1887  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  State,  when  John  W.  Davis  was 
elected  as  the  Democratic  governor  of  the  State,  and 
was  again  elected  secretary  of  State  in  1891,  when 
John  W.  Davis  again  headed  the  ticket.  Mr.  Mc- 
Guinness was  the  first  Catholic  to  hold  the  office  of 
secretary  of  State,  and  was  one  of  the  ablest  State 
officers.  He  was  alderman  from  W'ard  3 from  Sep- 
teml>er,  1889,  to  January,  1893.  On  his  retiring 
from  the  latter  office  he  was  presented  an  elegant 
silver  water  j)itcher  which  bore  the  following  in- 
scription : "Presented  to  Aid.  Edwin  D.  McGuin- 
ness by  His  Honor  Mayor  Potter  and  Aldermen 
Burrows,  Harris,  West,  Olney,  Little,  Rounds, 
Fuller,  Winship  and  Ballou,  City  Clerk  Clarke  and 
City  Sergeant  Rhodes.” 

In  1893  Mr.  McGuinness  was  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  City  Convention  for  mayor  and  was  de- 
feated. “He  was  nominated  again  the  succeeding 
year  and  made  a very  strong  showing,  coming  within 
a few  votes  of  election.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
broadening  and  was  becoming  well  known  among 
the  substantial  inen  of  the  city.  It  has  been  said  of 
him  that  few  men  in  the  public  life  of  the  city  have 
developed  in  strength  of  character  and  mind  during 
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their  political  existence  as  did  Edwin  D.  ]Mc- 
Guinness. 

“In  1894  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city.  A 
powerful  partisan  fight  was  made  against  him,  but 
the  strong  independent  element  came  out  in  his  sup- 
port, and  he  went  into  the  office  of  chief  executive. 
From  the  moment  he  took  the  oath  of  office  he 
ceased  to  possess  partisan  ideas  concerning  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  city’s  business,  and  the  record 
which  he  made  as  mayor  will  be  the  monument  which 
will  endure  after  all  other  things  concerning  him 
have  been  forgotten.  When  he  went  into  office 
there  were  grave  shaking  of  heads  and  whispered 
fears  among  the  old-line  party  politicians.  After 
one  year  in  office  he  was  renominated  again  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  openly  announced  his  belief 
in  a non-partisan  administration  of  public  affairs, 
and  the  men  of  the  city  rose  to  his  support  in  a 
manner  entirely  unprecedented.  It  was  the  day  of 
the  national  election.  A number  of  the  politicians 
in  an  endeavor  to  affect  the  popularity  of  the  mayor 
had  secured  the  passage  by  the  Legislature  of  an 
act  changing  the  date  of  the  city  election  and  bring- 
ing it  on  the  same  date  as  the  national  contest.  A 
purely  partisan  opposition  had  been  waged  against 
Mr.  McGuinness,  and  the  result  was  awaited  with 
great  interest  on  that  November  night  of  1896. 
When  it  came  it  manifested  the  strength  of  the  ap- 
proval which  the  citizens  had  given  the  administra- 
tion of  city  affairs. 

“Mr.  McKinley,  national  Republican,  carried  the 
city  by  y,ooo.  ]Mr.  McGuinness,  nominated  as  a 
Democrat,  was  re-elected  by  more  than  10,000. 

“Every  election  district  in  the  city,  regardless  of 
past  partisan  strength,  gave  him  a majority,  and,  in 
his  own  words,  it  was  the  most  splendid  tribute 
which  he  had  ever  received. 

“This  second  term  was  a continuation  of  his  first 
in  the  character  and  manner  of  his  administration  of 
his  office.  It  is  a fact  worthy  of  special  note  that 
the  council  or  board  of  aldermen  never  passed  a bill 
over  the  veto  of  Mayor  McGuinness.  It  was  said  of 
him  that  he  was  to  be  the  second  Mayor  Doyle  ; that 
he  was  to  be  re-elected  time  after  time  as  long  as  he 
desired.  He  was  not  strong  physically,  however, 
and  he  was  extremely  conscientious  in  performing 
the  labors  of  the  situation.  He  worried  over  the 
affairs  of  the  city,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  work  he 
was  stricken.” 

Mr.  McGuinness  was  a fine-looking  man,  of 
magnificent  physique,  being  over  six  feet  tall,  and  in 
health  weighed  over  200  pounds,  but  in  spite  of 
these  apparently  favorable  conditions  he  never  fdlly 
recovered  his  health,  although  in  1898  he  spent  some 
time  in  the  South,  .returning  home  somewhat  im- 
proved, and  he  again  entered  on  his  professional 
work,  and  was  building  up  a large  practice.  Early  in 
1901  his  condition  grew  worse  and  he  again  spent 
several  weeks  in  the  South,  hoping  that  the  balmy 
breezes  would  cause  him  to  recuperate.  He  returned 
home  about  two  weeks  before  his  death,  and  there 


passed  away,  April  21,  1901.  In  early  manhood  Mr. 
McGuinness  became  interested  in  military  affairs 
and  from  1879  to  1881  he  was  adjutant  of  the  5th 
Battalion,  Rhode  Island  Militia.  He  was  promoted 
to  major,  and  served  in  that  capacity  from  1881  to 
1887.  He  held  the  office  of  supreme  trustee  of  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  America  many  years,  and  was 
president  of  the  Brownson  Lyceum  for  two  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  American  Bar  Association, 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  the  West  Side 
Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Wannamoisett  Golf 
Club,  the  Press  Club  and  the  Reform  Club  of  New 
York,  the  Clover  Club  of  Boston,  and  a number  of 
other  organizations.  In  all  of  them  he  was  a wel- 
come and  appreciated  figure. 

On  Nov.  22,  1881,  Mr.  McGuinness  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  T.  Noonan,  of  Provi- 
dence, daughter  of  Timothy  and  Ellen  (Couch) 
Noonan.  One  daughter,  Mary  Frances,  was  born 
to  them,  Oct.  5,  1882.  }ilrs.  McGuinness  and  her 
daughter  reside  at  No.  13 1 Hope  street,  which  was 
the  family  home  during  the  later  years  of  Mayor 
McGuinness’s  life. 

One  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  McGuinness 
says:  “Edwin  McGuinness  possessed  the  character- 
istics which  made  public  men  popular,  and  it  was  in 
view  of  this  fact  partially  that  it  was  easy  for  those 
who  six  years  ago  believed  conditions  at  City  Hall 
should  be  somewhat  changed  to  make  him  the  rally- 
ing  figure  in  their  movement.  They  made  him 
mayor,  and  as  mayor  he  made  the  men  who  were 
responsible  for  him  proud  of  their  choice. 

“In  his  entire  career  as  the  official  head  of  the  city 
there  was  not  one  act  which  evoked  harsh  criticism, 
or  which  did  other  than  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the 
municipality.  He  was  a faithful  servant,  and  he  was 
beloved  by  the  people  as  has  been  no  public  officer 
since  the  time  of  the  mayor  with  whose  name  his  own 
was  so  often  linked 

“In  all  the  places  which  knew  him  he  will  be 
missed,  for  he  had  a genial  presence  and  a cheery 
way.  Among  those  who  were  his  intimates  and 
whom  be  trusted  and  loved  there  were  heavy  hearts, 
and  men  schooled  in  the  control  of  the  emotions 
looked  with  eyes  which  were  moist  upon  the  munici- 
pal flag  as  it  waved  mournfully  in  its  place  of  sor- 
row, the  official  notice  of  the  regret  of  the  city  at 
the  passing  into  dreamless  sleep  of  him  who  had 
faithfully  discharged  his  trust  and  added  tO'  the  sum 
of  public  honor.” 

Many  eulogistic  editorials  and  newspaper  no- 
tices were  published  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  we 
herewith  quote  that  from  the  Providence  Journal : 

■ In  the  death  of  Edwin  D.  ^vIcGuinness  the  city 
of  Providence  has  lost  a useful  citizen  and  an  hon- 
orable man.  To  no  small  extent,  indeed,  he  was  a 
victim  to  his  sense  of  duty,  for  the  burden  placed  on 
him  as  mayor  had  much  to  with  impairing  his  health. 
His  election  to  that  office  was  the  first  great  triumjjh 
here  for  independence  in  politics.  All  the  influence 
of  the  machine  was  arrayed  against  him.  He  was  a 
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Democrat  in  a community  normally  Republican  by  a 
large  majority.  Perhaps  some  of  his  supporters 
hardly  hoped  that  old  prejudices  could  be  success- 
fully overcome  against  such  odds.  But  the  result 
showed  that  there  is  a larger  measure  of  individual 
thinking  among  voters  than  the  politicians  are  will- 
ing to  admit. 

“Mr.  McGuinness  won  by  reason  of  the  belief  in 
his  ability  and  character  and  the  confidence  in  the 
sincerity  of  his  purpose  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
the  city  on  a business-like  basis.  How  well  he  ful- 
filled expectation  everyone  knows.  It  was  to  him 
first  of  all  that  the  success  of  the  fight  against  the 
New  Haven  road  in  the  matter  of  train-sheds  was 
due ; and  his  administration  of  his  office  was 
throughout  particularly  commendable.  The  death 
of  such  a man  involves  a loss  that  cannot  be  esti- 
mated in  words ; and  common  expressions  of  regret 
must  fall  short  of  the  real  recpurements  of  the  oc- 
casion.” 

The  Providence  News  said  in  part ; “There  was 
much  crowded  into  his  career  of  forty-five  years 
that  will  long  be  affectionately  remembered.  In  his 
chosen  ])rofession  Mr.  McGuinness  was  a leader  and 
his  character  and  ability  would  undoubtedly  have 
won  for  him  promotion  to  high  place  had  his  life 
been  prolonged. 

“As  a friend  and  a man  Edwin  D.  I^IcGuinness’s 
career  will  long  be  a sweet  memory  in  tbe  keeping 
of  hundreds  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  always 
kind,  unaffected  and  earnest  in  his  devotion  to  those 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  friendship.  Nothing 
that  he  achieved  affected  the  frankness  and  sim- 
plicity of  his  character  that  first  won  him  friends, 
and  none  will  regret  him  more  or  longer  than  those 
that  knew  him  as  a man.” 

The  funeral  services  over  the  remains  of  ex- 
Mayor  McGuinness  were  held  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Church  and  were  very  largely  attended.  A bishop 
of  the  church  with  nearly  fifty  clergymen  sat  in  the 
sanctuary.  The  governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  most  representative  members  of  every 
walk  of  life  were  there,  from  the  Bar,  of  which  Mr. 
McGuinness  had  been  such  a shining  ornament,  to 
the  medical  profession,  among  whom  he  counted 
many  stanch  friends,  and  the  University  in  which 
he  had  taken  his  degree,  as  well  as  the  marts  of 
trade  which  had  so  often  benefited  by  his  counsel. 
Nor  was  this  all.  There  in  the  lateral  galleries,  in 
the  aisles  below,  in  the  vestibule  and  into  the  street 
there  was  a dense  throng  of  the  humbler  class,  and 
even  of  the  poor,  the  grief  on  whose  faces  was  the 
tribute  every  good  man  would  most  care  to  see  paid 
to  the  worth  of  a dead  friend.  He  was  buried  in 
St.  Francis  cemetery  at  Providence. 

SPICER  (Hopkinton  and  Providence  families). 
For  an  hundred  years  and  more  the  family  bearing 
this  name  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton  has  been  one  of 


the  substantial  and  influential  families  of  that  sec- 
tion, and  for  a half  century  in  Providence,  where 
located  from  Hopkinton  the  late  Hon.  George  Thur- 
ston Spicer,  long  one  of  the  city’s  prominent  business 
men  and  useful  citizens,  loved,  respected  and  hon- 
ored by  his  many  acquaintances  and  friends.  Later 
generations  of  this  Hopkinton  family  are  yet  active 
in  the  business  life  of  both  the  home  town  and 
vicinity,,  and  in  Providence,  sustaining  the 
reputation  of  their  forefathers, 

(I)  Peter  Spicer  was  a resident  of  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  as  early  as  1666,  a land  holder  living 
east  of  the  river.  He  resided  in  what  became  Led- 
yard.  His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  Busi- 
cot,  to  whom  he  was  married  Dec.  15,  1670.  He 
died  probably  in  1695.  Blis  children  were  Edward, 

Samuel,  Peter,  William,  Joseph,  Abigail,  Ruth, 
Hannah  and  Jane. 

Capt.  Abel  Spicer  who  led  one  of  the  several 
companies  from  that  section  of  Connecticut  to  the 
Lexington  Alarm,  in  April,  1775,  going  from  the 
town  of  Groton,  was  of  this  family. 

(II)  Edward  Spicer,  son  of  Peter,  married  Kath- 
erine   , and  in  their  family  of  children  was  a son, 

John. 

(HI)  John  Spicer,  son  of  Edward,  born  in  1698, 
married  Mary  Geer,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Allyn)  Geer.  They  lived  in  Connecticut.  Their 
children  were:  Edward,  born  April  4,  1721 ; John, 
born  Feb.  17,  1724;  Oliver,  born  May  28,  1726; 
Abigail,  born  Dec.  16,  1729,  married  May  31,  1750, 
Daniel  Geer;  Priscilla,  born  in  February,  1732,  mar- 
ried a Lee,  and  died  Nov.  25,  1812;  Abel,  born 
iMarch  9,  1736;  Sarah  married  a Simonds,  and 
Phebe  married  a Spencer. 

(IV)  Edward  Spicer,  son  of  John,  lived  in 
Groton,  Conn.  He  married  (first)  Hannah  Bill, 
who  bore  him  seven  children : Silas,  Molly, 
Katy,  Hannah,  Priscilla,  Edward  (who  set- 
tled in  New  York  and  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war),  and  Abigail.  He  married 
(second)  Abigail  Allyn,  and  had  five  children: 

Benjamin  ; Joseph  ; Lydia,  who  married  Roswell  But- 
ton ; John,  who  settled  in  Groton,  and  Miner,  who 
settled  in  Ohio. 

(V)  Capt.  Joseph  Spicer  of  Hopkinton,  son  of 
Edward,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1765,  and  he  died  Dec. 
22,  1842.  He  was  married  (first)  Nov.  10,  1793, 
to  Fannie,  born  Oct.  4,  1774,  daughter  of  Gen. 
George  and  Dolly  (Cottrell)  Thurston,  of  Hopkin- 
ton, R.  L,  he  a merchant  and  prominent  public  man 
of  that  section,  and  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  par- 
ticipating in  the  Sullivan  expedition.  Mrs.  Spicer 
died  Aug.  18,  1795,  without  issue,  and  Capt.  Spicer 
married  (second)  March  6,  1796,  ^Irs.  IMary  (Saun- 
ders) Cottrell,  who  was  born  Oct.  12,  1774,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  and  Tacy  Saunders,  of  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island.  She  died  Oct.  5,  1843.  Capt. 
Spicer  was  a farmer,  and  improved  a large  tract  of 
land,  and  he  also  was  the  proprietor  and  landlord 
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of  the  village  hotel,  and  at  one  time  made  saddles 
and  harness.  At  Hopkinton,  which  was  the  oldest 
village  in  the  town,  in  1815,  a turnpike  was  laid  out 
connecting  New  London  and  Providence,  and  ran 
directly  through  "Hopkinton  City,”  as  the  village 
was  styled.  This  became  the  thoroughfare  of  stage 
travel  between  New  York  and  Boston.  Capt. 
Spicer  had  erected  in  1812  a hotel  building,  and  it 
was  the  stopping  place  where  passengers  partook 
of  refreshments,  and  where  relays  of  horses  were 
provided.  To  accommodate  the  large  travel  a num- 
ber of  stages  were  necessary,  hence  Hopkinton  City 
and  “Spicer’s  Tavern”  became  widely  known.  The 
hotel  and  its  host  are  thus  pleasantly  described  in  a 
diary  seventy  years  ago:  "In  the  village  of  ‘Hop- 
kinton City,’  so  called,  where  I stopped  several 
months,  was  an  inn,  kept  by  a church  member,  and 
now  aged  landlord,  Capt.  Joseph  Spicer,  a man  of 
the  most  unbending  honesty,  whose  full  fare  for  man 
and  beast,  and  his  ready  and  urbane  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  weary  traveler,  gave  him  as  far  as  he 
was  known  the  reputation  of  ‘a  good  host.’  But 
what  struck  my  attention  with  no  little  interest  was 
the  sign  in  front  of  the  house,  suspended  from  the 
limb  of  a noble  sycamore.  At  the  top  was  a beau- 
tiful eagle,  the  emblem  of  our  independence,  over 
which  was  a cluster  of  stars.  Directly  underneath 
was  seen  the  anchor,  emblem  of  hope.  At  the  base 
of  the  picture,  in  rich  gold  letters,  were  the  words, 
‘In  God  we  hope,’  the  only  sure  guarantee  of  indi- 
vidual or  national  safety.  W’ith  such  a hope  was 
America  once  made  free,  and  with  it  shall  always 
remain  so.”  In  a later  day  beginning  April  i,  1856, 
the  hotel  w'as  run  by  John  Wilcox  Spicer.  The 
building  was  burned  April  21,  1888.  Six  cbildren 
were  born  to  Capt.  Spicer  by  his  second  marriage, 
of  whom  the  following  named  are  of  Hopkinton 
public  record:  Joseph,  born  March  9,  1797;  Fan- 
nie, born  April  26,  1799,  married  Peleg  Congdon 
Clarke;  George  Thurston,  born  Aug.  4,  1802;  John 
W.,  born  Aug.  26,  1804,  and  Abby,  July  8,  1808. 

(VI)  Joseph  Spicer  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Joseph, 
born  March  9,  1797,  spent  his  life  in  Hopkinton. 
He  made  the  first  harness  made  in  Washington 
county,  following  saddlery  and  farming,  and  trading 
in  wool,  skins,  etc.  As  an  old-line  Democrat,  he 
was  active  in  politics,  and  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  as  member  of  the  town  council  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  postmaster  at  Hopkin- 
ton, and  was  a leading  citizen  there,  and  was  col- 
onel in  the  military  organization.  He  belonged  to 
the  old  Hopkinton  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 
On  Nov.  12,  1818,  he  married  Content  Potter,  of 
Westerly,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Stillman) 
Potter,  who  died  in  December,  1887.  Their  children 
were:  Maria,  born  April  22,  1820,  died  Aug.  ii, 
1820;  Charles,  born  Aug.  6,  1821,  died  in  Westerly; 
George  Henry,  born  Feb.  29,  1824,  married,  Nov. 
9,  1845,  Harriet  Davis ; Mary,  born  Feb.  4,  1826, 
married,  Nov.  15,  1845.  Henry  Whipple;  Edward 


Deshon,  born  March  13,  1828,  married.  Sept.  4, 
1851,  Eliza  Wells,  and  resides  in  Adams,  N.  Y. ; 
Noyes,  born  April  7,  1830,  and  now  residing  in 
New  York  City,  married,  June  5,  1855,  Lucy  Elean- 
or Clarke,  born  Oct.  3,  1833,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Orville  Clarke,  and  their  one  son,  James  Clarke, 
born  May  2,  1861,  is  deceased;  Oliver,  born  July 
4,  1832,  died  Nov.  6,  1837;  Joseph  Denison,  born 
May  28,  1834,  resides  at  Plainfield,  N.  J. ; William, 
born  July  4,  1836,  died  at  West  Hallock,  111.;  John 
Green,  born  Jan.  14,  1839,  died  in  Illinois  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1903 ; and  Albert  Hamilton,  born  Feb.  20, 
1844,  is  mentioned  in  a subsequent  sketch. 

(VII)  George  Henry  Spicer,  son  of  Joseph 
(2),  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  Hopkinton  City,  and 
attended  the  public  schools.'  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  was  hired  out  on  a farm.  For  fifteen  years  he 
worked  at  house  carpentering  for  C.  Maxson  & Co., 
and  for  seven  years  at  carriage  building  for  A.  L. 
Wells,  at  Hopkinton.  In  1867  he  went  into  busi- 
ness, and  since  then  has  built  hundreds  of  carriages. 
If  all  of  them  were  arranged  in  a line  they  would 
probably  reach  from  Westerly  to  Hopkinton.  On 
Oct.  I,  1901,  he  retired  from  business.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  voted  the  Abolition  ticket. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  road  surveyor.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Hopkinton  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church.  On  his  nineteenth  birthday,  Feb.  29, 

1904,  he  had  a large  party  at  his  home. 

On  Nov.  9,  1845,  Mr.  Spicer  married  Harriet 
Davis,  who  died  Feb.  6,  1903.  Their  children  were : 
Charles  Henry,  born  Feb.  21,  1847,  Sept.  17, 
1847;  Harriet  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  21,  1852,  mar- 
ried William  Champlin,  and  their  son,  Walter  E., 
of  Hopkinton,  married  Cora  Acker,  and  has  a son, 
Douglass  D. ; Adelaide  Content,  born  Sept.  13,  1866, 
married  Frederick  Crowell,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and 
has  a son,  Frederick  Spicer. 

DR.  ALBERT  HAMILTON  SPICER,  son  of 
Joseph  (2),  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1844,  in  Hopkinton  City, 

R.  I.,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  passed,  and 
where  his  early  education  was  received.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  became  a clerk  in  the  Potter  & 
Champlin  drug  store  in  Westerly.  Later  he  attend- 
ed the  Ashaway  Academy,  his  studies  there  -conclud- 
ing his  literary  training.  In  1864  he  became  a stu- 
dent in  the  dental  office  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Lewis,  in  Wes- 
terly, and  in  1866-67,  he  took  a course  at  the  New 
York  College  of  Dentistry,  in  order  to  perfect  him- 
self in  the  profession  which  he  had  chosen  for  his 
life  work.  He  was  for  thirty  years  associated  with 
Dr.  Lewis,  then  for  a period  practiced  alone,  and  in 

1905,  associated  with  him  his  only  son,  Albert  Ham- 
ilton Spicer,  Jr. 

After  his  more  than  forty  years  of  constant  prac- 
tice Dr.  Spicer  occupies  a foremost  position  among 
the  venerable  practitioners  in  the  State  and  he  has 
long  been  regarded  as  the  leading  dentist  in  his 
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section.  His  success  has  not  been  confined  to  his 
profession  as  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
his  town.  Dr.  Spicer  has  always  taken  a keen  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  not  as  a politician,  but  as  an 
actively  interested  citizen.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Westerly  town  council  for  ten  years  and  for  three 
years  the  president  of  that  body.  Since  1898  he  has 
been  on  the  school  committee,  and  for  most  of  that 
time,  the  clerk  of  the  committee.  In  his  political 
faith  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 

Dr,  Spicer  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church ; he  has  been  clerk  of  its  society  for  twenty- 
six  years,  and  of  the  society  committee  for  eight 
years.  In  fraternal  connection  he  is  a prominent 
and  well  known  Mason.  He  was  raised  in  1866  in 
Charity  Lodge  A,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley,  R. 
L,  and  is  now  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  West- 
erly, of  which  he  has  been  worshipful  master  and 
for  more  tlian  twenty-six  years  treasurer ; is  a mem- 
ber of  Palmer  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has 
been  high  priest,  and  of  Xarragansett  Commander)', 
of  which  he  has  been  eminent  Commander.  In  1882 
and  1883  he  was  District  Deputy  Grand  jMaster  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  since  1884  has  been  Grand  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona.  Since 
1898  he  has  been  president  of  the  Westerly  Savings 
Fund  and  Loan  Association.  Naturally  vigorous  and 
robust,  his  unusually  well-preserved  physical  condi- 
tion has  been  stimulated  by  a life  of  regular  habits. 

Un  July  28,  1868,  the  Doctor  was  married,  in 
Boston,  to  Miss  Helen  Adelaide  Torrey,  of  Port- 
land, Alaine,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Mor- 
rell) Torrey.  Of  their  family  of  five  children  we 
have  record  as  follows:  (i)  Helen  Esther,  born 
April  25,  1869,  married  Rev.  William  Gilbert  La- 
throp,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Shel- 
ton, Conn.,  and  their  three  children  are : Henry 
Monroe,  born  Oct.  i,  1892;  Albert  Spicer,  born 
April  15,  1894;  and  Frederic  William,  born  June 
15,  1899.  (2)  Louise  Amoret,  born  Aug.  6,  1871, 

married.  May  12,  1897,  :tIorton  Hiscox,  now  ad- 
vertising manager  of  "The  Retail  Coalman”  of  Chi- 
cago. (3)  Jennie  Morrell,  born  Oct.  22,  1874, 
married  May  12,  1902,  Seth  Thomas,  of  Thomas- 
ton.  Conn — a great  grandson  of  Seth  Thomas,  the 
noted  clock  manufacturer.  They  have  one  son, 
Seth  Richard.  t4)  Hannah  Sheffield,  born  Feb. 
2,  1877,  died  Aug.  2,  1883.  (5)  Albert  Hamilton, 

Jr.,  born  July  9,  1884,  prepared  for  college  at  West- 
erly High  School,  class  of  1902,  and  then  entered 
the  Dental  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, graduating  in  1905,  one  of  the  youngest 
members  of  the  class.  He  passed  the  examination 
of  the  State  Board  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1904,  a 
year  before  his  graduation.  In  1905  he  passed  the 
State  Board  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  be- 
ginning in  1905  the  regular  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion with  his  father  in  Westerly. 

In  1875  Dr.  Spicer  completed  his  residence  at 
No.  51  Elm  street,  which  has  ever  since  been  the 
family  home.’ 


BAILEY  (Newport  family).  For  two  and  one-  i 
half  centuries  and  more,  since  the  early  settling  of 
Newport,  there  have  been  Baileys  in  that  town,  and  | 
region  of  country,  and  from  generation  to  genera-  ' 
tion  they  have  been  among  the  leading  and  sub-  1 
stantial  families  of  their  communities;  they,  too,  ' | 
have  allied  themselves  with  the  first  families  of  their 
section.  Middletown,  one  of  the  towns  created  out 
of  old  Newport,  has  long  been  the  home  of  one 
branch  of  the  Bailey  family — that  through  which 
has  descended  the  present  venerable  William  Bailey, 
of  Middletown,  long  one  of  the  leading  agricul- 
turists of  Newport  county,  one  of  his  community's 
most  substantial  men  and  worthy  citizens,  bearing  i 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  ac-  i 
quaintances. 

William  Bailey,  tlie  progenitor  of  the  Baileys 
alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  an  Englishman  probably, 
became  an  inhabitant  of  Newport  soon  after  the  set- 
tling of  the  town.  The  partial  destruction  of  the  j 

records  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  leaves  1 

but  meager  gleanings  concerning  the  lives  of  the  ' 
early  settlers  of  Newport.  It  is  a matter  of  record, 
however,  that  William  Bailey  was  at  Newport  as 
early  as  June  14,  1655,  when  he  bought  property 
there ; and  one  year  later  he  is  styled  in  the  records 
as  William  Bailey,  Sr.  Family  tradition  has  it  that 
he  was  a resident  of  London,  England,  and  a weaver 
of  silk  ribbons  by  occupation.  Mr.  Bailey  died  some 
time  before  1676.  He  had  married  Grace  Parsons, 
of  lYrtsmouth,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Eliza-  1 
beth  Parsons.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  | 
married  (second)  Thomas  Lawton.  The  children  I 
born  to  William  and  Grace  were:  (i)  John,  who  ^ 
died  Jan.  13,  1736,  married  a Sutton,  and  resided  at  j 
Portsmouth  and  Newport.  His  children  were: 
Sarah,  William,  John,  Thomas,  Abigail,  Samuel, 
]^Iary  and  Ruth.  (2)  Joseph  married  and  was  a 
resident  of  Newport.  (3)  Edward  and  his  wife, 
Frances,  were  resident  of  Newport  and /Tiverton ; 
their  children  were:  Edward,  Elizabeth,  John  and 
Sarah.  (4)  Hugh  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  Anna,  dying  in  1721,  and  he  married  in  1724 
Abigail  Williams,  of  Voluntown,  Conn.  Mr.  Bailey 
was  a resident  of  Newport  and  of  East  Greenwich, 

R.  I.  He  was  made  a freeman  of  the  latter  town  in 
1702.  He  died  in  1724,  and  his  wife  Abigail  passed 
away  about  that  year.  His  children,  all  excepting 
the  first  child,  and  it  in  Newport,  were  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  viz. : William,  born  April  29, 
1696;  Samuel,  born  July  ii,  1703;  Joseph,  born 
March  2,  1705;  Hannah,  born  Jan.  9,  1708;  Sarah, 
born  Jan.  27,  1710;  John,  born  Jan.  6,  1712;  Jere- 
miah, born  Sept.  21,  1714;  and  Anna,  born  Jan.  21, 
1717-  (5)  Stephen,  born  in  1665,  and  his  wife, 

Susanna,  were  of  Newport,  and  had  children, 
Thomas  and  Rebecca. 

Mr.  Austin,  the  Rhode  Island  genealogist,  re- 
ferring to  the  children  of  William  Bailey,  the  New- 
port settler,  says,  the  evidence  is  conclusive  as  to  his 
having  sons  John  and  Hugh^  and  there  is  ground  for 
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belief  that  Joseph,  Edward  and  Stephen  were  also 
his  sons. 

From  this  source  sprang  the  Middletown  Baileys, 
in  which  town,  there  is  a record  of  the  children  of 
Samuel  and  Alice  Bailey,  as  follows:  Sarah,  born 
Feb.  14,  1727,  who  died  Nov.  4,  1730 ; William,  born 
Jan.  24,  1730;  John,  born  June  7,  1733;  Samuel, 
born  Feb.  20,  1734;  and  Ruth,  born  May  24,  1739. 

William  Bailey,  son  of  Samuel  and  Alice,  born 
Jan.  24,  1730,  married  July  12,  1757,  Hannah 
Easton,  and  their  children  of  Middletown  record 
were:  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  7,  1759;  Easton,  Sept. 
29,  1764;  Sarah,  Feb.  7,  1766;  and  William,  Aug. 
26,  1768. 

Easton  Bailey,  son  of  William  and  Hannah,  born 
Sept.  29,  1764,  married  March  16,  1788,  Mary  Irish, 
and  their  children  of  Middletown  record  were  : John, 
born  July  12,  1789;  Patience,  July  21,  1791;  Will- 
iam, Sept.  I,  1792;  Patience  (2),  May  10,  1794; 
George  Irish,  April  7,  1797;  and  Isaac,  June  22, 
1798. 

George  Irish  Bailey,  son  of  Easton  and  Mary, 
born  April  7,  1797,  married  March  25, 1818,  Mar>'  S. 
Chase,  daughter  of  James  and  Ruth  (Davis)  Chase, 
he  a descendant  of  William  Chase  (who  came 
from  England  to  America  in  1630,  in  the  fleet  which 
brought  Governor  Winthrop  and  his  colony,  iMr. 
Chase  settling  first  at  Roxbury,  thence  removing  to 
Yarmouth,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1659)  the  descent 
of  James  Chase  being  through  William  (2),  Will- 
iam (3),  Isaac,  James  and  Zacheus  Chase.  Mr. 
Bailey’s  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Middletown.  The  children  of  George  Irish  and 
Mary  S.  (Chase)  Bailey  were  as  follows:  (i) 
James  Easton,  born  Sept.  25,  1821,  removed  to  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  where  he  died  Nov.  9,  1904.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  married  (first)  Harriet 
Newell  Perry,  daughter  of  Joseph  T.  Perry,  and 
(second)  an  Ohio  woman.  {2)  Wdlliapi  is  men- 
tioned below.  (3)  Sarah  Chase,  born  DeC.\i,  1825, 
married  David  Coggeshall,  of  Middletown,  R.  I. 
(4)  Mary  Julia,  born  Aug.  28,  1833,  married  Aug. 
28,  1856,  Sedgwick  Mills  Bailey,  son  of  Isaac 
Center  and  Hannah  J.  (McMoyle)  Bailey,  of  Char- 
leston, S.  C.  Mr.  Bailey  died  in  that  city  April  25, 
1862.  Both  he  and  his  father  were  members  of  the 
firm  of  Mills,  Beach  & Co.,  wholesale  and  retail 
grain  dealers  of  Charleston.  Since  the  death  of  S. 
M.  Bailey  his  widow  has  resided  in  Newport,  R.  I. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union,  viz. : Jennie 
M.,  who  in  1878  married  John  T.  Tripp,  of  Fair 
Haven,  Mass.,  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Lottie 
Bailey  Tripp.  Isaac  Center,  born  Nov.  6,  1859, 
married  March  28,  1895,  Sarah  Cohen,  of  New 
York,  where  he  was  for  several  years  an  operator 
and  ticket  agent  with  the  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany ; he  now  resides  at  Echo,  L.  I.  They  have  one 
son,  Joseph  C.  Bailey.  John  W'alker,  born  March 
I,  1861,  died  April  28,  1873. 

WTlliam  Bailey,  son  of  George  Irish  and  Mary 


S.  (Chase)  Bailey,  was  born  Aug.  21,  1823,  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  and  married,  March  26,  1850,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Sprong  of  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.,  of  Dutch  extraction.  She  died  Jan.  16,  1896, 
in  Middletown,  Rhode  Island. 

iMr.  Bailey,  although  born  in  Newport,  at  an 
early  age  was  taken  by  the  family  to  Middletown, 
where  his  long  and  busy  life  has  been  passed.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  in  the  manner  generally  the  cus- 
tom among  farmers  of  that  day,  assisting  with  the 
chores  and  fann  work  in  season  and  attending  the 
public  school  of  his  neighborhood,  and  later  a private 
school  at  Scituate,  R.  I.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
Settled  down  to  the  vocation  of  his  forefathers,  and 
through  life  has  been  an  agriculturist  in  main  and 
engaged  in  lines  kindred  to  that  work.  As  the 
years  passed,  through  his  industrious  habits,  the 
careful  managing  of  his  business  affairs,  and  his 
thrift  and  enterprise,  he  grew  in  strength  financially, 
so  that  by  1850  he  felt  quite  independent,  having 
about  that  time  in  all  some  200  acres  of  land.  To 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this  he  has  since 
given  his  time  and  attention.  Plis  place  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  the  many  country  seats  in  Newport  county, 
the  dwelling  being  one  of  the  beautiful  old  Colonial 
residences  which  bespeak  the  generous  hospitality  of 
ye  olden  times.  This  old  mansion,  which  for  genera- 
tions sheltered  his  forefathers,  is  now  in  a good  state 
of  preservation.  His  home,  which  is  the  old  Irish 
homestead,  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
for  considerably  over  200  years.  The  house  was 
built  by  an  Englishman  named  Bannister. 

iMr.  Bailey,  although  a stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  belief  and  ever  interested  in  his  party’s  wel- 
fare, is  not  a politician.  He  has  cared  nothing  for 
public  office,  and  has  invariably  declined  candidacy 
for  political  preferment,  although  he  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  Middletown  town  council.  He  has 
ever  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity and  performed  well  his  part  in  citizenship. 
P'or  a number  of  years  he  has  been  a director  of  the 
Newport  National  Bank.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at  Newjxirt. 
To  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children : Mary  Sisson,  unmarried,  who  has 
been  the  life  companion  of  her  parents,  to  whom 
she  has  given  her  devotion  and  care ; William  E., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; Elizabeth  Easton, 
wife  of  Nicholas  Underwood,  one  of  the  leading 
bankers  of  Newport ; and  Ellen  Ida,  wife  of  Dr. 
Henry  Goodwin  MacKaye,  of  Newport,  whose  chil- 
dren are  Elizabeth  Ellery,  Mary  Goodwin  and 
Dorothy  Bailey  MacKaye. 

William  Bailey,  although  nearly  four  and  one- 
half  score  years  of  age,  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
all  of  his  faculties  to  a marked  degree.  His  life 
has  been  a busy  and  industrious  one,  and  now  in 
the  evening  of  his  well-spent  days  he  is  enjoying 
deserved  rest  and  comfort,  surrounded  by  his  de- 
voted children  and  grandchildren. 
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GILBERT  ANTHONY  PHILLIPS.  The  lin- 
anciers  of  a community,  the  men  who  have  charge 
of  the  banking  institutions,  are  in  many  respects 
the  men  of  most  responsibility,  for,  upon  their  good 
management  and  upon  the  conhdence  reposed  by 
the  public  in  their  honesty  and  personal  worth,  de- 
pend oftentimes  the  safety  of  the  institutions  them- 
selves and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  community. 
One  of  the  ablest  and  most  trusted  of  this  class  of 
men  in  Rhode  Island  is  Gilbert  Anthony  Phillips, 
of  Providence,  who  has  been  identilied  with  the 
banking  interests  of  that  city  for  the  past  forty 
years,  and  is  at  present  president  of  the  I’rovidence 
Institution  for  Savings,  one  of  the  strongest  sav- 
ings banks  of  New  England.  i\Ir.  Phillips  was 
born  June  30,  1843,  Foster,  R.  I.,  son  of  An- 
thony and  Huldah  Marietta  (Hopkins)  Phillips, 
and  a descendant  of  a family  that  has  been  repre- 
sented in  Rhode  Island  for  many  generations. 

John  Phillips,  the  great-grandfather  of  Gilbert 
A.,  was  a resident  of  Foster,  as  was  his  son,  Ephra- 
im, who  was  a farmer  and  a large  land  holder. 
Ephraim  Phillips  was  active  in  town  affairs,  as 
well  as  in  religious  matters,  his  home  being  the 
headquarters  for  traveling  ministers  of  the  Baptist 
denomination.  He  was  thrice  married,  and  the  fa- 
ther of  seven  children.  His  second  wife  was  Abby 
Smith,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  Anthony  Phil- 
lips, who  became  the  father  of  Gilbert  Anthony. 

Anthony  Phillips  was  born  May  1,  1818,  in  Fos- 
ter, and  resided  there  until  1861,  when  he  removed 
to  Providence,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  died  Oct.  2O,  1891.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Anthony  Hopkins,  of  Foster,  was  born 
May  7,  1825,  and  died  in  Providence,  Feb.  2,  1893. 
Their  only  son  was  Gilbert  Anthony. 

The  education  of  Gilbert  A.  Phillips  was  re- 
ceived in  the  district  schools  and  the  East  Green- 
wich Academy.  After  leaving  the  latter  institution 
he  came  to  Providence  and  became  a clerk  in  the 
Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  leaving  that  institution  in  1868  to  become 
cashier  of  the  Westminster  Bank.  In  April,  1872, 
he  entered  the  iManufacturers  National  Bank  as 
general  clerk,  and  his  active  connection  with  this 
institution  covered  a period  of  twenty-eight  years, 
Mr.  Phillips  rising  rapidly  from  position  to  posi- 
tion. He  became  cashier  Jan.  5,  1874,  served  for  a 
short  time  as  vice-president,  and  was  made  presi- 
dent Jan.  8,  1895,  succeeding  Newton  D.  Arnold, 
and  he  served  until  Jan.  i,  1900.  The  iManufacturers 
had  alw^ays  been  a strong  and  conservative  bank, 
but  under  the  management  of  President  Phillips  it 
became  one  of  the  strongest  in  New  England,  its 
growth  being  rapid  and  continuous.  In  1899  it  did 
the  largest  business  of  any  national  bank  in  Rhode 
Island,  with  a capital  of  $500,000,  and  a surplus  of 
$350,000,  the  deposits  having  increased  from  $100,- 
000  to  $3,000,000.  During  the  autumn  of  1899 
another  great  opportunity  came  to  Mr.  Phillips,  and 
another  tribute  was  paid  to  his  judgment  and  abil- 


ity. In  this  year  President  William  Goddard  of 
the  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  the  largest 
and  oldest  bank  in  Rhode  Island,  with  deposits  of 
$15,000,000,  and  resources  amounting  to  $18,000,- 
000,  resigned  his  position  which  he  had  held  for 
twenty-five  years.  The  growing  demands  of  the  • 
bank  called  for  a man  who  could  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  its  interests,  and  after  several  months 
of  deliberation,  the  finance  committee  of  the  Prov- 
idence Institution  for  Savings,  at  Mr.  Goddard’s 
suggestion,  approached  President  Phillips,  and  un- 
animously  offered  him  the  position,  which  he  ac- 
cepted. Before  leaving  the  Manufacturers  Bank, 
Mr.  Phillips  completed  its  change  from  a bank  to 
a trust  company — a change  effected  for  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  its  field  of  business.  Mr.  Phillips  re- 
mained on  the  executive  board  of  the  Manufacturers 
Trust  Gompany  for  several  years. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Phillips  withdrawing 
from  the  presidency  of  the  Manufacturers  National 
Bank,  the  following  resolutions  were  drawn  and 
unanimously  passed,  at  a stated  meeting  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  institution,  Jan.  15,  1900: 

Wheke.\s,  The  long  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Gil- 
bert A.  Phillips  with  the  Manufacturers  National 
Bank,  covering  as  it  did  a period  of  nearly  twenty- 
eight  years,  during  which  time  he  occupied  success- 
ively the  offices  of  cashier,  vice-president  and  presi- 
dent, calls  for  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  which  shall  in  some  measure  ex- 
press in  an  enduring  way  our  grateful  recognition 
of  his  zeal,  devotion  and  value  to  the  bank ; and  it 
is  therefore 

“Resolved,  By  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Manufacturers  National  Bank  that  we  greatly  re- 
gret that  the  official  relations  which  have  so  long 
existed  between  i\lr.  Phillips  and  ourselves  are  to 
l)e  severed,  and  be  it  further 

“Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be, 
and  are  hereby,  tendered  to  Mr.  Phillips  for  his  un- 
tiring devotion  and  faithful  attention,  and  for  the. 
earnest  and  sincere  efforts  which  he  has  ever  made 
to  further  and  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  bank, 
and  that  in  the  prosperity  of  the  bank  we  realize 
the  result  of  his  attention  and  efforts  in  its  behalf ; 
and  be  it  further 

“Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Phillips  has 
resigned  the  position  as  president  of  this  bank  for 
the  purpose  of  accepting  the  position  of  president 
of  the  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  we  ex- 
press to  him  our  hearty  wish  that  his  connection, 
with  that  institution  may  ever  be  pleasant  and  prof- 
itable, and  that  success  may  continue  to  reward  his 
efforts,  and  be  it  further 

“Resolved,  That  a copy  of  this  preamble  and 
these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Phillips  and 
spread  upon  the  records  of  the  IManufacturers  Na- 
tional Bank.  [Signed  by  all  the  directors] — George 

Congdon,  Elisha  S.  Aldrich,  Newton  D.  Arnold, 
Charles  Matteson,  George  L.  Shepley,  J.  Edward 
Studley,  Walter  Callender  and  G.  H.  Robinson.” 
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The  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  as  has 
been  before  stated,  is  one  of  the  strongest  as  well 
as  one  of  the  largest  savings  banks  in  New  England. 
It  is  the  oldest  and  largest  in  Rhode  Island,  being 
incorporated  in  1819,  and  having  assets  of  $22,000,- 
000.  Mr.  Phillips  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  many 
important  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  A stanch 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  served  as  a 
representative  in  the  common  council  from  the  Sev- 
enth ward  from  1893  to  1897,  and  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Finance.  He  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  and  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Swan  Point  corporation,  and  his  advice  is  much 
sought  for  in  business  and  financial  matters.  He 
served  as  executor  and  trustee  under  the  will  of 
the  late  Eli  Aylesworth,  and  also  under  the  will 
of  the  late  Caleb  G.  Burrows,  and  is  a member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
1 rust  Company.  Mr.  Phillips  is  a member  of  Or- 
pheus Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  a member  of 
several  of  the  influential  clubs  of  Providence — the 
Hope,  Squantum,  Central,  Elmwood,  Art,  Congre- 
gational and  Commercial.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Mr. 
Phillips  is  a member  of  the  Union  Congregational 
Church. 

On  April  13,  1870,  Mr.  Phillips  was  married  to 
Emma  Burgess  Dunbar,  born  in  Providence,  daugh- 
ter of  John  B.  and  Cornelia  Dunbar,  and  she  died 
July  21,  1897,  aged  fifty-one  years.  Mr.  Phillips 
was  married  (second)  June  20,  1906,  to  Ella  R., 
daughter  of  George  W.  R.  Matteson,  of  Providence. 

JAMES.  The  James  family  has  not  been  a par- 
ticularly numerous  one  in  Rhode  Island,  but  it  has 
been  a most  prominent  one  in  many  respects,  its 
members  including  statesmen,  soldiers,  members  of 
the  professions,  inventors  and  men  identified  with 
the  manufacturing  progress  of  the  State.  All  have 
been  men  and  women  of  intelligence,  worth  and 
stability.  The  family  has  allied  itself  by  marriage 
with  other  old  and  distinguished  Rhode  Island  fam- 
ilies, as  will  be  remarked  by  the  following  lineage ; 

One  Thomas  James  had  a grant  of  land  at 
Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1638,  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  a strong  friend  of 
Roger  Williams,  but  no  issue  has  been  given  to  him 
by  the  Rhode  Island  genealogist,  Austin.  At 
Portsmouth  or  Newport  a William  James  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  in  1655,  but  no  certain  issue  has 
been  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Austin,  yet  a second  Will- 
iam James,  a freeman  of  Newport  in  1675)  says 
Austin,  perhaps  was  a son  of  the  earlier  William 
James.  This  second  William  married,  Dec.  10, 
1677,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Joseph  Martin,  and  both 
were  buried  in  the  Coddington  burial-ground.  Their 
children  were:  Joseph,  born  in  1680;  William,  born 
in  1682 ; Sarah,  born  in  1685  ; and  John. 

Joseph  James,  son  of  William  James,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Reynolds,  of  East 
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Greenwich,  R.  I.,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Thomas  Spencer.  iMr.  James  had  previously  settled 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  made  a freeman  in 
1727.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  that  part  of  the 
town  which  became  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  still 
later  Richmond. 

John  James,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth,  was 
born  in  1731,  and  died  in  1789.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Eldredge,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  one 
daughter  and  four  sons:  Marion,  born  Jan.  13, 
1750;  Joseph  born  May  13  (or  Jan.  31),  1753;  Paul, 
born  Sept.  20,  1755;  Silas,  born  March  20,  1758; 
and  John,  born  July  18,  1760.  All  were  prominent 
in  their  day  and  generation,  and  all  were  patriots  in 
the  Revolution,  and  participants,  it  is  said,  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Silas  James,  born  March  20,  1758,  married 
Phebe  Tillinghast.  He  became  prominent  in  Green- 
wich and  was  a judge  of  the  local  courts.  In  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  it  is  related  that  he  was  pres- 
ent at  Boston  under  General  Washington,  then  per- 
sonally commanding  blockading  forces.  General 
W'ashington  desired  to  cross  a space  which,  due  to 
high  tide,  was  covered  with  water,  and  Silas  James, 
who  was  of  powerful  build,  volunteered  to  and  did 
carry  the  General  across  the  intervening  water  on 
his  back.  Silas  James  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  in  1836.  He  was  a United  States  pen- 
sioner. His  children  were : Abigail,  born  Oct.  27, 
1786;  Silas,  Aug.  24,  1789;  Mercy,  Nov.  9,  1793; 
John,  i\lay  7,  1802;  Charles  Tillinghast,  Sept.  15, 
1805;  and  Giles,  July  17,  1811.  Several  of  these 
sons  became  men  of ' distinction,  h'ather  and  sons 
were  strongly  attached  to  the  Democratic  party,  en- 
thusiastic supporters  of  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson. 

Dr.  Silas  James,  son  of  Silas  and  Phebe  (Tilling- 
hast), was  born  Aug.  24,  1789,  and  became  a stu- 
dent in  the  famous  Plainfield  (Conn.)  Academy. 
He  later  studied  medicine  in  the  medical  department 
of  Yale  University,  and  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  his  native  town,  West  Greenwich,  R. 
I.,  where  he  became  poptllar  as  a citizen,  physician, 
neighbor,  politician,  etc.  He  had  a commanding 
presence,  a fine  personal  appearance,  was  brilliant 
in  mind  and  courteous  in  manner.  He  represented 
West  Greenwich  in  the  State  Assembly,  and  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  9th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  militia, 
for  a number  of  years.  Not  long  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  which  occurred  about  1836,  he  removed 
to  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  but  after  a few  years  of  practice 
there  he  returned  to  his  native  State  and  settled  in 
Providence.  Here  his  death  occurred  Sept.  2,  1851, 
when  he  was  aged  sixty-two  years. 

John  James,  son  of  Silas  and  Phebe  (Tilling- 
hast), was  born  May  7,  1802,  in  West  Greenwich,  R. 
I.,  and  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  town,  filling  at  one  time  or 
another  about  all  of  the  offices.  He  rose  to  the  rank 
of  major  in  the  militia,  and  might  easily  have  be- 
come a brigadier-general  had  he  so  desired  and  not 
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resigned  from  the  service.  He  served  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  town  clerk,  as  a member  and  president  of 
the  town  council,  etc.  He  died  in  the  middle 
seventies. 

Charles  Tillinghast  James,  son  of  Silas  and  Phebe 
(Tillinghast),  was  born  in  1804  (town  records  say 
Sept.  15,  1805).  He  received  a limited  education, 
learned  the  trade  of  a carpenter,  and  in  1823  began 
the  study  of  mechanics,  at  the  same  time  learning, 
as  a workman  in  the  machine  shop,  the  construction 
of  cotton  machiner}'.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Providence,  became  superintendent  of  the  Slater 
steam  cotton-mills,  and  was  chosen  major-general  of 
Rhode  Island  militia.  After  a few  years’  residence 
in  Providence  he  removed  to  Newburyport,  Mass., 
where  he  erected  the  Bartlett  & James  mills,  subse- 
quently built  cotton-mills  in  Salem,  Mass.,  and  in 
the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana  and 
Tennessee,  and  returning  in  1849  Rhode  Island, 
erected  the  Atlantic  Delaine  Mill  at  Olneyville. 

General  James  was  United  States  senator  from 
Rhode  Island  from  1851  to  1857.  After  his  retire- 
ment from  the  senate  he  devoted  himself  to  the  per- 
fection of  several  inventions,  among  which  was  a 
rifled  cannon  and  a new  projectile.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent marksman,  and  thoroughly  versed  in  the  use 
and  construction  of  firearms.  In  1838  Browm  Uni- 
versity conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
M.  A.  He  wrote  a series  of  papers  on  the  culture 
and  manufacture  of  cotton  in  the  South.  He  died 
Oct.  17,  1862,  at  Sag  Plarbor,  N.  Y.,  of  wounds  that 
he  had  received  from  the  explosion  of  a shell  of  his 
own  manufacture,  with  which  he  was  experimenting. 

Giles  James,  son  of  Silas  and  Phebe  (Tilling- 
hast), was  born  July  17,  1811.  He  was  a man  of 
honor  and  high  repute,  but  did  not  take  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs.  He  married  Lydia  Caswell, 
and  died  in  1870. 

Joseph  James,  son  of  John,  was  born  Jan.  31  (or 
May  13),  1753,  and  dropped  dead  at  his  home  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  Feb.  3,  1795.  He  married,  in  West 
Ureenwich,  Jan.  16,  1774  (the  ceremony  performed 
by  Rev.  Judiah  A}lesworth),  Elizabeth  Greene,  who 
was  born  Dec.  ii,  1753,  and  died  June  10,  1835. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Greene,  Esq.,  of 
West  Greenwich.  Joseph  James  was  in  Colonel 
Lippett’s  Regiment,  Capt.  Thomas  Gorton,  and  be- 
came a sergeant.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  at  Trenton,  at  Princeton  and  on  the  ex- 
pedition against  Rhode  Island.  In  1778  he  was 
lieutenant  in  the  3d  East  Greenwich  Company,  and 
in  1792  was  major  of  the  7th  Regiment,  Kent  (bounty 
Militia.  His  children  were:  (i)  Sarah,  born  in 
1775,  died  unmarried  in  1838.  (2)  Waterman, 

born  in  1777,  died  unmarried  in  1855.  (3)  Lois, 
born  in  1779,  married  Thomas  Waite,  and  died  in 
1850.  (4)  Silas,  born  in  1781,  died  in  1854,  un- 

married. (5)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1784,  married 
Newman  Perkins  and  died  in  1841.  (6)  Mary, 

born  in  1786,  married  Peleg  Matteson,  and  died  in 


1868.  (7)  Perry  Greene,  born  in  1788,  is  men- 

tioned below.  (8)  Marcy,  born  in  1790,  married 
Peleg  Andrews,  son  of  Timothy  and  Russelle  An- 
drews, and  died  in  1855.  (9)  Joseph,  Jr.,  born  in 

1793,  married  Marvel  Perkins,  and  died  in  1872. 

Perry  Greene  James,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in 
West  Greenwich,  R.  L,  May  ii,  1788,  and  died  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  17,  1881.  In  1809,  he 
married  Jane  Andrews,  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
Russelle  (Matteson)  Andrews.  She  was  born  in 
Coventry,  R.  L,  April  10,  1792,  and  died  Jan,  23, 
1881.  Their  children  were:  Phebe  Ann,  born  in 
Coventry  in  1810,  married  Abel  M.  Sweet,  and  died- 
in  Willimantic,  Conn.,  in  i860.  (2)  Joseph,  born 

in  1812,  married  Almira  Kimball,  and  died  in 
Phenix  in  1872.  (3)  Albert  Greene,  born  July  21, 

1819,  is  mentioned  in  full  further  on.  (4)  Maria, 
born  in  1822,  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Matteson, 
and  resides  at  Spring  Lake,  in  the  town  of  Coventry. 

Albert  Greene  James,  son  of  Perry  Greene,  and 
for  many  years  a well-known  and  respected  resi- 
dent of  Pawtucket,  was  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I., 
July  21,  1819.  On  Aug.  12,  1840,  he  married  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  and  Phebe  (Potter) 
Bowen.  She  was  born  in  Coventry  June  19,  1815, 
and  died  May  10,  1865,  at  Arkwright,  R.  I.  Their 
children  were  : ( i ) Thomas  Bowen,  born  Sept.  29, 
1841,  married  in  Providence,  Aug,  23,  1863,  Lydia 
Fiske  Waterman,  born  Oct.  i,  1842,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Frederick  Harrison  Lee,  born  December 
21,  1870.  Mr.  James  and  family  are  residents  of 
Pawtucket.  (2)  Phebe,  born  May  15,  1843,  died 
Aug.  8th  of  the  same  year.  (3)  Mary  Eliza,  born 
May  23,  1844,  died  July  17th  of  the  same  year.  (4) 
Harriet  Frances,  born  Nov.  4,  1846,  resides  in 
Pawtucket.  (5)  Charles  Henry,  born  July  9,  1848, 
and  now  a resident  of  Providence,  married  Nov.  24, 
1870,  in  Providence,  Lydia  Frances  Peirce,  born 
Jan.  28,  1850.  They  have  had  four  children  : Edwin 
P.,  born  in  1872;  Albert  B.,  1873  (died  1874); 
Florence  M.,  1876  (now  a teacher  in  the  Providence 
public  schools) ; and  Luella  M.,  1880,  (now  the 
wife  of  Glenville  Johnson,  and  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren). (6)  Joseph,  born  June  5,  1849,  died  Aug.  4, 
1849.  (7)  Frederick  Burrill,  lx)rn  Dec.  5,  1850, 

and  now  residing  in  Pawtucket,  married  July  3, 
1873,  Emeline  Melissa  Allen.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren: Mary  E.,  born  April  4,  1874,  married  Benja- 
min J.  Bennett,  of  Boston,  and  has  children,  Ben- 
jamin B.,  Mabel,  Ivaloe  and  Douglas;  Maud 
Phebe,  born  in  1876,  married  Robert  F.  Bennett 
(brother  of  Benjamin),  and  has  children,  Gladys 
May,  Emeline  M.,  Eula  Louise  and  Robert  Osmond ; 
and  Lillian  Pearl,  born  in  March,  1878,  married  in 
June,  1898,  James  H.  Wilbur,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Henry  F.,  Irvin  W.  and  Doris  Lillian.  (8) 
William  Greene,  born  Aug.  26,  1852,  is  mentioned 
below.  (9)  John  Walter,  born  Oct.  29,  1854,  died 
Aug.  16,  1855. 

Albert  (jreene  James,  father  of  the  foregoing 
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children,  was  but  a child  when  he  found  employment 
in  the  mills  of  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  He  early 
displayed  much  mechanical  skill  and  eventually  be- 
came a man  of  great  ability  in  the  line  of  mill  ma- 
chinery. In  his  youth  he  had  but  little  opportunity 
for  education,  but  he  became  possessed  of  a fair 
knowledge  of  the  common  branches  and  was  an  ex- 
cellent penman.  His  particular  forte  was  mathe- 
matics and  he.  gained  no  little  renown  in  this  par- 
ticular, being  able  to  solve  most  intricate  problems 
by  mental  process,  arriving  at  a proper  solution 
without  application  of  the  standard  rules  of  mathe- 
matics. He  frequently  was  unable  to  tell  exactly 
how  he  obtained  his  result,  yet  he  was  invariably 
correct.  When  a young  man,  in  company  with  Ben- 
jamin Moon,  he  established  a shoddy  mill  at  Wash- 
ington village.  This  interest  he  later  disposed  of 
and  became  connected  with  mills  in  various  parts  of 
Connecticut,  finally  going  to  Hebronville,  Mass., 
where  l?e  was  employed  for  about  one  year  by  the 
late  Stephen  A.  Knight,  as  boss  carder.  For  nearly 
fourteen  years  Mr.  James  was  employed  in  the  Ark- 
wright mill,  first  as  boss  carder  and  later  as  superin- 
tendent, remaining  there  until  he  engaged  with 
Messrs.  Adams  & Butterworth  to  take  charge  of 
their  mill  at  East  Greenwich.  After  a short  time 
the  mill  changed  ownership  and  he  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Conant  Thread  Company,  now  the  J. 
& P.  Coats  Co.,  Limited,  of  Pa.wtucket,  where  he  set 
up  the  machinery  and  then  accepted  the  position  of 
manager  of  carding  for  all  the  Coats  mills  in  Paw- 
tucket. Here  he  remained  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
when  ill  health  necessitated  his  retirement.  During 
his  long  term  of  service  he  secured  and  held  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow-workmen,  and  was 
so  much  appreciated  by  his  last  employers  that  he 
was  paid  in  full  for  his  last  and  twentieth  year  of 
service,  though  it  lacked  several  weeks  of  com- 
pletion. He  passed  his  last  years  in  retirement  at 
his  home  in  Pawtucket,  where  he  died  July  i,  1900, 
and  he  is  buried  in  Knotty  Oak  cemetery.  He  first 
became  a member  of  the  Maple  Root  Six  Principle 
Baptist  Church,  and  later  became  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Knotty  Oak  Baptist  Church,  finally 
becoming  a member  of  the  Washington  Union 
Church,  at  Washington  village.  During  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  he  attended  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  was  of  a studious  disposition,  well  read  and  in- 
formed upon  topics  of  general  interest ; a stanch 
Republican,  but  did  not  participate  in  political  mat- 
ters. His  honesty  and  integrity  were  never  ques- 
tioned and  he  left  to  posterity  a name  honored 
through  a long  life  of  honest  toil.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  and  mother  of  his  children  his  home  was 
maintained  and  his  comfort  and  well-being  looked 
after  by  his  daughter,  Harriet  Frances,  who  con- 
tinues to  reside  at  the  homestead.  Miss  James  is  a 
refined  woman,  and  though  more  or  less  of  an  in-, 
valid  for  some  years  she  has  maintained  a keen  in- 
terest in  the  genealogy  of  her  own  and  kindred  fam- 
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ilies,  and  much  of  this  article  must  be  credited  to 
her  efforts. 

William  Greene  James  is  a name  well  known 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  scene  of  his  greatest  ac- 
tivity, and  is  one  always  associated  with  progress 
and  achievement.  The  expression  “self-made”  is 
not  infrequently  much  abused,  but  there  are  few 
men  more  deserving  of  the  appellation  than  the  gen- 
tleman mentioned.  He  is  the  son  of  Albert  Greene 
James,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  Aug. 
26,  1852.  His  parents  were  not  unmindful  of  the 
advantages  of  an  education,  but  were  by  force  of 
circumstances  unable  to  afford  the  son  such  oppor- 
tunity, in  consequence  of  which  his  actual  attendance 
at  school  was  confined  to  about  six  years.  Self- 
maintenance early  became  necessary  • for  him.  At 
about  the  age  of  thirteen  he  became  employed  at  the 
Arkwright  mills,  where  his  father  was  also  em- 
ployed at  that  time.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
enabled  to  attend  for  a little  less  than  a year  a select 
school  at  Riverpoint,  presided  over  by  a Mr.  Aid- 
rich,  after  which  he  became  apprenticed  to  Asa  Col- 
vin, at  Phenix,  learning  the  trade  of  carriage-mak- 
ing. He  appeared  to  inherit  the  mechanical  ten- 
dency of  his  father,  being  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  use  of  tools  even  in  his  earlier  boyhood.  He  ap- 
plied himself  and  soon  mastered  his  trade,  in  due 
time  establishing  himself  in  carriage-making  at  Lip- 
pitt,  though  he  had  previously  been  employed  in 
making  repairs  about  the  mills  at  Arkwright.  In 
the  spring  of  1873  he  engaged  with  the  Conant 
Thread  Company,  at  Pawtucket,  attending  to  me- 
chanical repairs.  In  July,  1880,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  late  Thomas  J.  Hill  as  superintendent  of 
the  Elizabeth  mill  at  Hills  Grove.  The  mill  build- 
ing was  just  completed  and  Air.  James  installed  all 
the  machinery  and  started  the  mill,  having  complete 
charge  of  all  departments.  In  1886  he  was  made 
agent  for  the  mill.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Hill,  in 
1894,  he  was  made  treasurer  of  the  company,  in 
which  he  had  acquired  an  interest,  and  also  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Hill  estate,  and  he  has  since  con- 
tinued in  that  trust.  He  has  also  been  in  charge  of 
the  East  Greenwich  mill,  the  property  of  Mr.  Hill, 
since  1886,  when  he  removed  the  old  machinery  and 
installed  new  for  the  manufacture  of  thread — the 
product  of  the  Hill  industry.  He  continues  in  the 
management  of  both  of  these  mills,  and  has  brought 
them  to  a foremost  position  among  thread  manu- 
facturing industries. 

Mr.  James’s  success  has  not  been  confined  en- 
tirely to  his  business  interests.  He  has  identified 
himself  with  the  social  and  political  affairs  of  the 
community  of  Hills  Grove,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
most  valued  resident  since  1880.  He  has  stead- 
fastly declined  all  political  honors,  save  school 
trustee  and  school  committeeman.  For  fully  twenty 
years  he  served  in  the  former  capacity  and  in  the 
latter  for  five  years,  until  the  establishment  of  the 
present  town  system.  Like  most  successful  men 
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who  have  risen  in  spite  of  a lack  of  educational  ad- 
vantages, Mr.  James  has  always  manifested  a deep 
interest  in  school  matters,  and  to  him  more  than  to 
any  other  individual  are  due  the  excellent  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  schools  of  his  home  town.  He 
has  also  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Hills  Grove,  and  has  been  its  treasurer 
since  its  establishment,  and  was  in  charge  of  the 
funds  with  which  it  was  built.  Both  he  and  Mrs. 
James  have  been  regular  in  attendance  and  liberal  in 
support  of  the  church.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  residence  at  Hills 
Grove  he  gave  a beautiful  pipe  organ  to  the  church. 

On  Jan.  24,  1875,  Mr.  James  married  Miss  Abby 
Anna,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Phebe  (Stillwell) 
Whitman.  She  was  born  April  23,  1853,  and  died 
March  4,  1885.  One  son,  George  Silas,  born  Dec. 
24,  1878,  came  to  this  union.  He  grew  to  manhood 
and  was  a most  e.xemplary  young  man,  possessing 
unusual  mental  powers,  and  he  died  Nov.  12,  1897, 
while  a student  at  Brown  University.  Mr.  James 
married  (second),  Nov.  26,  1886,  Miss  Celia  Ralph, 
daughter  of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Spink)  Brayton. 
She  was  born  April  20,  i860,  and  comes  from  a long 
line  of  distinguished  ancestry,  mention  of  whom  will 
be  found  elsewhere.  One  child  was  Ixirn  of  this 
union,  Leila  May,  born  June  18,  1891,  and  died  Nov, 
loth  following.  Air.  James  is  a member  of  the  1.  O. 
O.  F.,  with  which  order  he  has  been  affiliated  since 
he  was  twenty-one,  when  he  joined  Washington 
Lodge.  Since  then  he  has  transferred  his  member- 
ship to  Harmony  Lodge,  of  East  Greenwich.  He 
is  also  a member  of  Nested  Lodge,  No.  37,  A.  F.  & 
A.  AL,  at  Providence. 

ROBERT  A.  SHERAIAN,  founder  of  the  R. 
A.  Sherman’s  Sons  Company,  contractors  and  build- 
ers, of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  in  his  day  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  of  that  city,  descended 
from  one  of  the  oldest  and  first  settled  families  in 
Rhode  Island,  he  being  a descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  the  first  sec- 
retary of  the  Rhoae  Island  Colony. 

Records  in  Dedham,  England,  the  birthplace  of 
Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  show  him  to  have  been  a 
son  of  Samuel,  grandson  of  Henry,  and  great-grand- 
son of  Henry.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to 
treat  upon  the  ancestral  line  of  Robert  A.  Sherman 
from  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  who  was  the  Ameri- 
can progenitor  of  the  family,  the  generations  being 
designated  by  Roman  numerals. 

(I)  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  was  born  in  Dedham, 
England,  Feb.  5,  1610.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Odd- 
ing.  In  1634  Air.  Sherman  came  to  New  England, 
and  settled  at  Roxbury,  Alass.  During  the  Anne 
Hutchinson  trouble  in  Boston  he  took  the  popular 
side,  but  as  Governor  Winthrop  prevailed  he  with 
others  found  it  convenient  to  remove  to  Rhode 
Island.  In  Providence  they  met  Roger  Williams, 
who  advised  them  to  purchase  the  Island  of  Aquid- 


neck  (Aquetuet),  now  Rhode  Island,  of  the  Indians. 

The  purchase  was  completed  Alarch  24,  1638.  On  j 
July  I,  1639,  established  a regular  government,  j 
with  William  Coddington,  governor,  and  Phillip  j 
Sherman,  secretary.  After  removing  to  Rhode  Is-  • 1 
land  Phillip  Sherman  left  the  Congregational  I 
Church  and  united  with  the  Society  of  Friends.  ! 
Phillip  Sherman  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1687.  i 
His  children  were : Eber,  Sarah,  Peleg,  Alary,  Ed-  1 
mund,  Samson,  William,  John,  Alary  (2),  Hannah,  j 
Samuel,  Benjamin  and  Phillip.  ' 

(II)  Benjamin  Sherman,  son  of  Hon.  Phillip,  ' 

was  born  about  1650  in  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He  mar- 
ried Dec.  3,  1674,  Hannah  Alowry.  Air.  Sherman  | 
was  a farmer  in  Portsmouth,  and  a landowner  in 
Kingstown,  R.  I,  His  children  were;  Benjamin,  j 
born  Dec.  26,  1675;  Jonathan,  Alay  (or  March)  7,  • ' 
1676;  Joseph,  Feb.  11,  1678  (died  in  1755)  ; Han-  ' 

nab,  Alarch  20,  1680;  Amie,  Oct.  25,  1681  (mar-  ' 

ried  Stephen  Gardiner)  ; Sarah,  1684  (married  a 
Air.  Brayton)  ; Isaac,  April  22,  1686;  Mehetabel,  | 
Alarch  4,  1688  (married  Job  Carr)  ; Deborah,  Sept. 

3,  1691  (married  Elijah  Johnson)  ; Abigail,  March 
13,  1694;  Freelove,  Sept.  14,  1696;  and  Bethia, 

(III)  Jonathan  Sherman,  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  Alarch  (or  Alay)  7,  1676,  in  Portsmouth, 

R.  1.  His  wife’s  name  was  Alary.  His  father  gave 
him  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  j 
where  he  settled  and  where  his  family  resided  | 

for  years.  He  died  in  January,  1752,  and  his  will  ’ 

was  proved  Jan.  17th  of  that  year.  His  children  , 
were:  Jonathan,  born  Alay  18,  1705,  who  died  | 
April  18,  1778;  Hannah;  Mary;  Anne;  Benjamin; 
and  Ezekiel,  born  June  23,  1721  (the  only  birth  of  ' 
the  children  recorded  in  Exeter). 

(IV)  Jonathan  Sherman  (2),  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  Alay  18,  1705,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  was  twice 
married,  (first)  to  Abigail,  and  his  children  werei 
Benajah,  born  in  1723,  who  died  in  1785;  Joseph; 
Jonathan,  born  Oct.  14,  1731,  who  died  July  4,  1810; 
Robert,  born  Feb.  7,  1734;  Abigail,  born  Oct.  7, 
1737;  Gideon,  born  Oct.  25,  1741 ; and  Robert,  born 
Sept.  3,  1752.  The  first  two  were  born  to  the  first 
marriage. 

(V)  Robert  Sherman,  son  of  Jonathan  (2),  born 
Sept.  3,  1752,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  married  Honor 
Brown.  Air.  Sherman  died  in  Exeter,  Oct.  4,  1829. 

His  children  were:  Jonathan,  born  July  20,  1779, 
died  Alarch  18,  1863;  Gideon,  born  Nov.  22,  1781, 
died  Jan.  30,  1851  ; Ebenezer  B.,  born  April  20,  1783, 
settled  as  a merchant  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
April  23,  1845;  Arnold,  born  Feb.  15,  1785,  died 
Feb.  I,  1838;  Daniel  C.,  born  March  14,  1787, 
died  April  13,  1863;  Robert,  born  Sept.  10,  1790, 
died  Sept.  6,  1838;  Willet  H.,  born  Jan.  31,  1792, 
settled  in  Vernon,  N.  Y.  (he  was  the  father  of  Gen. 
Richard  W.  Sherman,  editor  of  a daily  paper. 
Speaker  of  the  House,  etc.)  ; William  Pitt,  born 
Alarch  2,  1794,  died  Sept.  10,  1824;  Stutely  B.,  born 
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Feb.  12,  1796,  died  Nov.  14,  1820;  and  Honor  B., 
was  born  March  i,  1800. 

(VI)  Arnold  Sherman,  son  of  Robert,  born 
Feb.  15,  1785,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  died 
Feb.  I,  1838.  He  married  Catherine  Arnold,  and 
they  had  six  sons  and  six  daughters : Joseph,  Eb- 
enezer,  Stutely,  Jonathan,  Josiah,  Gideon,  Ange- 
line  and  Eliza,  all  deceased ; Catherine,  of  South 
Kingstown;  Mary;  Jane,  of  South  Kingstown,  wid- 
ow of  J.  T.  Knowles ; and  Harriet. 

(VII)  Josiah  Sherman,  son  of  Arnold,  spent 
all  his  life  in  Exeter.  His  occupation  was  carpen- 
tering. He  married  Honor  Hopkins  Lawton, 
daughter  of  Caleb  Lawton,  and  their  ten  children 
were  : Ellis,  deceased  ; Eliza,  deceased ; Sally,  of 
East  Providence,  who  married  Frank  Reed;  Abby, 
deceased ; Robert  A. ; one  that  died  in  infancy ; 
Stutely,  of  Kingstown  Hill;  Ebenezer,  ot  iMorth 
Kingstown;  Lucy,  deceased,  and  Ella,  of  Kings- 
town, Rhode  Island. 

(VIII)  Robert  A.  Sherman  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Exeter,  R.  I.,  Jan.  31,  1843.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  those  afforded  by  the  coun- 
try district  schools,  of  his  native  town,  and  at 
Kingstown  Hill.  He  was  reared  as  country  boys 
of  his  time,  but  the  business  of  farming  did  not 
appeal  t6  him.  His  father  being  by  trade  a car- 
penter, young  Sherman  had  access  more  or  less  to 
carpenter’s  tools,  so  when  it  came  to  taking  up  a 
regular  trade  he  naturally  took  to  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter.  He  was  but  a young  man  when  he  left 
his  home  in  Exeter  and  went  to  Westerly.  At  this 
time  in  life  his  capital  was  his  energy  and  ambition 
as  from  lack  of  funds  he  walked  the  entire  dis- 
tance to  Westerly,  and  easily  carried  his  earthly 
possessions  with  him.  In  that  city  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a carpenter,  with  the  firm  of  Hall  & 
Dickinson.  Mr.  Sherman  worked  for  this  firm 
some  time,  and  was  subsequently  employed  at  his 
trade  in  Mystic,  and  still  later  in  Lafayette.  He 
had  worked  for  different  firms  and  learned  different 
methods,  at  the  same  time  more  fully  equipping 
himself  to  become  a boss  carpenter.  About  1870 
he  started  in  business  for  himself,  and  in  a small 
way,  his  first  location  being  on  the  second  floor  of 
a small  building  on  Main  street.  His  venture  was 
a success  from  the  start,  close  application  to  busi- 
ness, untiring  energy,  and  honest  work,  soon  win- 
ning for  him  a foremost  position  in  his  line  of 
work.  The  business  grew  rapidly,  necessitating 
increased  facilities,  which  were  added  from  time  to 
time  until  his  equipment  for  supplying  general 
builders’  finish  of  all  kinds  became  by  far  the  most 
extensive  in  this  section  of  the  state.  His  contract- 
ing and  building  department  assumed  such  propor- 
tions that  his  operations  were  by  no  means  confined 
to  his  immediate  locality.  The  business  included 
one  of  the  largest  planing  mills  in  the  State,  with 
strictly  up-to-date  machinery  for  the  various  re- 
quirements, including  the  manufacture  of  dye  tubs, 
tanks,  etc.,  for  mill  purposes. 


Among  the  many  buildings  that  Mr.  Sherman 
built  in  Westerly  are  the  William  Clark  Company’s 
thread  mills ; the  machine  shop  of  C.  B.  Cottrell  & 
Sons;  the  Memorial  Library;  and  the  Niantic  Na- 
tional Bank  building.  Much  of  the  success  of  Mr. 
Sherman  was  due  to  his  thorough  knowledge,  at  all 
times,  of  even  the  smallest  details  of  his  business, 
and  his  excellent  general  management. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Sherman  was  public-spirited 
and  progressive,  ever  ready  to  encourage  any  move- 
ment that  would  result  in  benefit  to  his  city.  Not 
a man  seeking  public  honors,  but  strictly  a business 
man,  and  one  whose  integrity  was  never  questioned, 
his  interest  in  political  matters  was  that  of  a good 
citizen  who  looked  upon  the  fitness  of  a candidate 
rather  than  to  his  political  party.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  He  was  a member  of 
Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Broad  Street  Christian  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a trustee.  Mr.  Sherman  was  a self-made 
man  in  all  that  the  term  implies,  and  not  only  was 
he  successful  as  regards  the  accumulation  of  world- 
ly goods,  but  in  leaving  an  honorable  and  upright 
name  and  reputation. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  married  in  1869  to  Aliss  Alar- 
tha  Gavitt,  who  died  two  years  later.  On  Nov. 
10,  1873,  he  married  Aliss  Alartha  A.  Maine,  daugh- 
ter of  Sands  B.  Maine.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this 
union:  Charles  E.,  bom  April  23,  1877,  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Alassachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
(class  of  1900),  married  Esther  Evans,  daughter 
of  Rev.  John  Evans,  and  has  one  son,  Robert  A., 
born  Sept.  30,  1903 ; Frank  A.,  born  Aug.  20,  1879, 
graduated  from  the  Alassachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  class  of  1903,  and  on  Sept.  20,  1905, 
married  Miss  Ruth  E.  Aliller,  of  Providence. 

During  the  latter  years  of  Air.  Sherman’s  life 
his  two  sons  were  taken  in  the  business  as  part- 
ners, and  since  his  death,  the  business  has  been 
ably  continued  by  them.  In  December,  1904,  it 
was  incorporated  as  R.  A.  Sherman’s  Sons  Com- 
pany, with  Charles  E.  as  president,  and  Frank  A. 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  Air.  Sherman  died  Oct. 
30,  1904.  Mrs.  Sherman  survives. 

CHURCH.  This  name  has  been  identified  with 
Rhode  Island  since  the  very  dawn  of  its  history.  In 
its  various  branches  the  family  has  given  to  the 
State  some  of  its  most  prominent  and  useful  men. 
In  the  persons  of  Peter  Church  and  his  sons  Henry 
Augustus  and  George  AT,  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
generations,  respectively,  from  Richard  Church,  the 
ancestor,  it  has  given  to  the  city  of  Providence  some 
of  its  most  substantial  and  respected  citizens,  and 
to  its  industrial  and  manufacturing  life  for  nearly 
three-fourths  of  a century  men  who  were  pioneers 
and  leaders  in  the  jewelry  manufacturing  of  this 
prosperous  city. 

(I)  Richard  Church,  torn  in  1608,  came  to 
New  England  in  1630,  in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop. 
He  removed  from  Weymouth  to  Plymouth,  Alass., 
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in  which  latter  place  he  was  made  a freeman  in 
1632.  He  married  in  1636  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Richard  Warren,  and  lived  at  El  River,  in  Plym- 
outh, He  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  with 
John  Thompson  was  engaged  to  build  the  first 
meetinghouse  and  the  first  gun  carriage  in  Plymouth 
in  1637.  He  served  as  sergeant  in  the  Pequot  war. 
He  was  at  Easthaven  in  1649  i Charlestown  in 
1653 ; and  at  Hingham  in  1657.  His  widow,  Eliza- 
beth, died  at  Hingham  in  1670.  Their  children 
were:  Elizabeth,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel, 

Caleb,  Charles,  Richard,  Abigail,  Hannah,  Sarah, 
Lydia,  Priscilla  and  Deborah. 

(H)  Joseph  Church,  son  of  Richard,  born  in 
1638,  died  at  Little  Compton,  R.  L,  March  5,  1711. 
He  married  Mary  Tucker,  daughter  of  John,  born 
in  1641,  died  March  21,  1719.  He  was  on  the 
grand  jury  at  Little  Compton,  took  the  oath  of 
fidelity,  June  i,  1680,  was  one  of  the  petitioners  for 
and  organizers  of  the  town  of  Little  Compton,  June 
6,  1682,  was  made  a freeman,  June  6,  1683,  was  a 
selectman  from  1683  to  1686,  an  ensign,  June  4, 
1686,  to  Dec.  25,  1689,  and  he  and  two  others  were 
appointed  for  the  town  of  Bristol  to  settle  the 
charges  of  the  late  war.  In  1690-91  he  was  a 
deputy  and  in  1690  a court  associate.  His  children 
were:  Joseph,  born  in  1663,  who  died  Dec,  19, 
1715;  John,  born  in  1666;  ^lar}',  born  in  1668,  who 
married  John  Wood ; Elizabeth,  born  in  1670 ; Deb- 
orah, born  in  1672;  Sarah,  born  in  1673;  William, 
born  in  1675  ; Benjamin ; and  Abigail,  born  in  1680, 
who  married  William  Simmons. 

(HI)  Joseph  Church  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
in  1663,  died  Dec.  19,  1715,  at  Little  Compton.  He 
married  in  1686  Grace  Shaw,  who  died  March  i, 
1737,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Alice  (Stanard) 
Shaw,  and  they  had  issue  as  follows : Joseph,  born 
June  17,  1687,  died  1712,  married  in  1709 
Lydia  Randall;  Sarah,  born  IMarch  31,  1691, 
died  in  1750;  Nathaniel,  born  Feb.  8,  1693, 

married  1717  Innocent  Head;  Alice,  born  Feb. 
8,  1695,  married  Benjamin  Southworth ; Deb- 
orah, born  in  January,  1697,  married  William 
Briggs  (first)  and  John  Palmer  (second)  ; Eliza- 
beth was  born  in  February,  1699 ; Caleb  was  bom 
Oct.  II,  1701;  Richard,  born  Nov.  21,  1703,  mar- 
ried Mary  Records  in  1731 ; Israel  was  born  April 
22,  1707. 

(IV)  Caleb  Church,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
Oct.  II,  1701,  died  in  1769.  In  1721  he  married 
Deborah  Woodworth,  bora  in  1703,  died  in  1733, 
and  he  married  (second)  Margery  Torrey,  who  died 
in  1792.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were: 
Thomas,  born  in  1722  ; William,  born  in  1724;  Eben- 
ezer,  born  in  1725;  Mary,  born  in  1728,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  Simmons:  Priscilla,  born  in  1730;  and 
Nathaniel,  born  in  1732,  who  died  in  1825.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  were : Deborah, 
born  in  1736,  who  died  in  1826;  Abigail,  born  in 
1737;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1739;  Sarah,  born  in  1742, 
who  died  in  1830;  and  Comfort,  born  in  1745. 


(V)  Ebenezer  Church,  son  of  Caleb,  born  in 
1725,  died  in  1825,  aged  one  hundred  years  and 
four  days.  He  married  Hannah  Wood,  born  in 
1734,  who  died  in  1815.  Their  children  were: 
Mary,  born  in  1754,  married  Deacon  Gamaliel 
Tompkins,  and  died  in  1844;  Joseph,  born  in  1757, 
died  in  1761 ; Elizabeth,  born  in  1761,  married  John 
Gray,  and  died  in  1848;  Joseph  (2),  born  in  1764, 
died  in  1840;  Hannah,  born  in  1766,  married  Benja- 
min Cook;  Nathaniel  was  born  in  1769;  Abigail, 
born  in  1771,  married  Benjamin  Cook,  and  died 
in  1845 ; Sarah,  born  in  1774,  died  in  1833 ; William 
was  born  in  1776. 

(VI)  Joseph  Church,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  in 
1764,  died  in  1840.  In  1793  he  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  Taylor,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married 
Lydia  Dring.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage 
were:  John,  born  in  1794,  married  Prudence  Sim- 
mons ; Lydia,  born  in  1795,  married  James  Brownell ; 
Susanna  Taylor,  born  in  1796,  married  Augustus 
Peckham ; Peter,  born  in  1799,  married  Sarah  Hunt; 
Nathaniel,  born  in  1801,  in  1825  married  Sarah  C. 
Wood  (first)  and  in  1856  (second)  her  sister,  Mary 
Ann  Wood;  Benjamin,  born  in  1804,  married  Sarah 
Peck.  The  one  child  of  the  second  marriage, 
Elizabeth  Taylor,  was  born  in  1833  and  married 
Aaron  S.  Coggeshall,  of  Newport;  in  1905"  she  was 
made  a Daughter  of  the  Revolution. 

(VH)  Peter  Church,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
1799,  married  Sarah  Hunt,  a daughter  of  Peter 
Hunt,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  a soldier  and  officer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Church  taught  the 
first  lace  school  for  the  making  of  lace  in  Provi- 
dence, it  being  located  at  the  foot  of  what  is  now 
Short  alley  and  Constitution  Hill.  Mr.  Church 
died  at  the  home  of  his  brother-in-law,  in  Middle- 
town,  Aug.  25,  1866,  and  his  wife  died  Jan.  28, 
1892.  Their  children  were:  Henry  Augustus,  born 
Aug.  I,  1831 ; William  Marshall,  born  June  17, 
1833,  who  died  Jan.  9,  1834 ; Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
Dec.  20,  1834,  who  married  Cyrus  Butler;  Sarah, 
born  March  20,  1846,  who  married  William  H. 
Howell;  and  George  M.,  born  Nov.  29,  1837. 

In  the  early  part  of  the. last  century  there  stood 
on  the  corner  of  Charles  and  Mill  streets  an  old 
two-story  wooden  building,  used  as  a tannery  by 
Joel  Metcalf  & Sons.  Its  site  is  now  occupied  by 
the  handsome  block  of  the  Fletcher  ^Manufacturing 
Company,  for  offices  and  storage.  On  an  upper 
floor  of  the  ancient  building  Whiting  Metcalf,  the 
youngest  son  of  Joel,  about  the  year  1820  opened 
a small  shop  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry.  After 
a short  experience  in  business  alone,  he  was  joined 
by  Peter  Church,  and  together  they  formed  what 
in  later  years  became  the  very  successful  and  promi- 
nent firm  of  Church  & Metcalf. 

Peter  Church  came  from  Little  Compton,  R. 
L,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  was  bound  out 
as  an  apprentice  to  Christopher  Burr,  but,  owing  to 
a depression  in  business,  he  went  back  home  after 
a short  period.  Subsequently  he  returned  to 
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Providence  and  completed  his  apprenticeship  with 
Jabez  Gorham,  father  of  John  Gorham,  one  of  the 
family  which  conducted  the  widely  known  Gorham 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
After  a brief  career  alone  as  a manufacturer  Air. 
Church  formed  the  co-partnership  with  Whiting 
Metcalf,  in  1825,  above  mentioned.  This  firm  made 
watch  seals,  ear  and  finger  rings,  breast  pins,  minia- 
ture settings,  all  of  fine  gold,  with  occasionally 
some  special  articles  to  order.  The  force  of  em- 
ployees numbered  about  a dozen,  and  as  was  the 
custom  in  other  shops  consisted  of  men  and  young 
apprentices.  Mr.  Metcalf  was  the  trading  repre- 
sentative of  the  house  and  his  periodic  visits  to 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Boston  were  financially 
successful  to  the  new  and  enterprising  firm.  They 
remained  in  the  original  location  until  about  1837. 
At  this  time  an  opportunity  offered  to  increase  their 
trade  and  their  line  of  goods  by  purchasing  the 
jewelry  business  established  by  Jabez  Gorham.  The 
acquisition  of  this  new  business  made  it  advisable 
to  remove  to  better  and  more  commodious  quarters, 
and  they  therefore  changed  to  the  shop  vacated 
by  Gorham  on  the  south  side  of  Steeple  street. 
Providence.  Here  the  firm  enlarged  its  business 
and  was  for  a short  time  in  partnership  with  Brin- 
ton  Grinnell. 

In  1848  the  large  brick  factory  on  Canal  street, 
south  of  the  corner  of  Steeple  street,  was  completed 
by  J.  Gorham  & Son.  The  accommodations  herein 
offered  great  inducements  to  jewelers,  and  to  this 
new  location  they  again  moved,  being  the  first  after 
the  Gorhams  to  establish  there.  W'^ith  this  change 
a complete  revolution  in  the  business  was  effected. 
Steam-power,  which  was  just  beginning  to  be  used, 
was  proving  a valuable  adjunct  to  manufacturing 
of  all  kinds,  and  the  firm  was  glad  of  the  opportunity 
to  adopt  it  for  soldering.  Thus  they  were  able  to 
abolish  the  smoky  oil  lamps  so  unhealthful  for  em- 
ployees and  injurious  to  work.  The  gas  which  this 
firm  used  was  made  from  fish  oil  at  the  works 
owned  by  Tillinghast  Almy,  onvDorrance  street. 
All  the  previous  lines  of  goods  were  discarded  and 
the  manufacture  of  a fine  quality  of  curb  gold  chains 
begun.  In  this  new  field  the  firm  was  eminently 
successful,  employing  fully  sixty  girls  in  chain  mak- 
ing, outside  of  the  shop,  and  a force  of  twenty-five 
or  thirty  men  within  the  factory. 

After  the  so-called  ‘‘California  fever”  of  1849 
had  raged  for  a year  there  was  a great  demand  for 
jewelry  of  every  form  and  the  firm  was  pressed 
with  orders,  the  force  being  compelled  to  work  not 
only  days  but  evenings  through  the  greater  part 
of  the  year.  Large  orders  from  the  new  gold  regions 
were  being  constantly  received  and  the  profits  on 
their  sales  were  something  enormous.  The  jewel- 
ers in  return  bought  California  gold  and  thus  fos- 
tered their  trade  in  manufactured  goods. 

From  the  Canal  street  shop  Church  & Metcalf, 
with  others,  were  compelled  to  vacate  by  the  growth 
of  the  silverware  manufacturing  business  of  the 


Gorham  Company,  which  made  the  acquisition  of 
this  space  for  their  own  work  absolutely  imperative. 
A removal  was  consequently  made,  in  January, 
1856,  to  the  corner  of  Weybosset  and  Dorrance 
streets,  opposite  the  present  “Narragansett  Hotel.” 
An  entire  floor  of  that  building,  then  known  as  the 
Alathewson  & Allen  building,  was  taken,  and,  with 
all  the  facilities  previously  enjoyed,  together  with 
many  new  advantages,  the  firm  started  again  with 
renewed  vigor  and  with  prospects  of  greater  success. 
At  this  time  Henry  A.  Qiurch,  a son  of  the  first 
member  of  the  firm,  having  learned  his  trade  and 
worked  faithfully  to  promote  the  interests  of  th'e 
business,  was  admitted  as  a partner.  The  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Church,  Adetcalf  & Co.,  and  con- 
tinued as  such  until  the  death  of  the  senior. Mr. 
Church,  in  August,  1866.  Air.  Aletcalf  died  of  a 
contagious  disease  some  ten  years  prior. 

Both  the  original  members  of  the  firm  being  now 
removed,  the  surviving  partner  united  with  his 
brother,  George  Al.  Church,  and  formed  the  firm 
of  H.  A.  & G.  Al.  Church,  whose  goods  and  suc- 
cess in  their  chosen  specialty  were  familiar  to  all 
in  the  trade  while  they  were  in  business.  The 
elder  member  of  the  firm  was  inventively  inclined 
and  he  patented  a non-soldered  gold  vest  chain,  and 
subsequently  devised  a gold  neck  chain  of  the  same 
construction  for  ladies’  wear.  The  loops  were  made 
by  machinery  and  then  put  together  by  girls.  The 
novelty  as  well  as  the  serviceable  character  of  this 
chain  soon  gave  it  popularity  in  the  market,  and 
from  1881  to  1886  the  firm  employed  ninety  girls, 
and  fully  half  that  number  of  men  and  boys.  With 
this  force  the  shop  had  to  run  evenings  much  of 
the  time  to  keep  abreast  with  the  orders  received. 

In  1885  the  company  opened  an  office  in  New 
York  for  the  sale  of  their  goods  to  dealers  in  that 
vicinity  and  the  buyers  who  frequented  that  city, 
instead  of  Providence.  This  office  was  among  the 
first  of  the  kind  of  manufacturers’  agents  established 
there,  and  it  was  under  the  management  of  an  ex- 
perienced salesman,  named  Burney  Hyde,  assisted 
by  George  AL  Church.  Upon  the  death  of  Air. 
Aletcalf,  H.  A.  Church  became  traveling  salesman. 
After  the  organization  of  the  new  firm  G.  AL  Church 
occupied  that  position  until  1888,  when  the  firm 
discontinued  business.  The  record  of  the  career 
of  the  two  firms  is  certainly  remarkable  as  it  is 
creditable.  Subjected  to  all  the  usual  vicissitudes 
of  business  life  and  to  all  the  additional  dangers  of 
several  financial  crises,  which  engulfed  many  other 
and  larger  establishments,  they  continued  in  the 
field  without  interruption,  and  accumulated  wealth 
in  spite  of  many  losses  and  business  depressions. 
The  members  of  this  firm  were  all  highly  respected 
for  their  integrity  and  successful  business  manage- 
ment. The  senior  Church  and  his  partner.  Air. 
Metcalf,  were  both  comfortably  well  off  in  real 
estate  and  bank  stock,  which  fell  to  worthy  descend- 
ants upon  their  decease.  Peter  Church  was  es- 
sentiallv  a self-made  man.  It  is  related  that  he  built 
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his  fortune  from  a capital  of  seventy  cents,  which 
he  secured  by  raising  ducks  from  one  which  his 
father  had  given  him.  He  was  a man  of  judg- 
ment, was  interested  in  the  affairs  of  his  locality 
and  those  farther  afield,  and  from  being  a strong 
W hig  became  a Republican.  His  home  was  on  Con- 
stitution Hill.  He  was  an  Algerine  during  the 
Dorr  war.  He  was  interested  in  military  matters 
and  was  a sergeant  in  the  Rhode  Island  militia. 

(VIII)  Henry  Augustus  Church,  of  the 
above  firm,  was  reared  in  a home  of  industry  and 
was  early  taught  the  value  of  economy  and  pru- 
dence. He  attended  a private  school  conducted  by 
Lyon  and  Frieze,  on  the  corner  of  Prospect  and 
College  streets,  and  later  was  a student  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  In  1851  he  graduated  at  the  first  named 
establishment  and  for  two  years  was  permitted  then 
to  follow  his  own  bent,  during  which  time  he  en- 
joyed hunting  and  other  sports,  but  by  1853  he  was 
tired  of  no  settled  occupation  and  at  his  own  request 
he  went  into  the  factory.  There  he  spent  seven 
years  learning  the  trade,  as  apprentice  and  journey- 
man, and  then  became  clerk  in  the  office.  Some- 
time before  the  death  of  Mr.  Metcalf  he  became 
traveling  salesman,  as  noted  above,  and  continued 
until  he  was  succeeded  in  the  position  by  his  brother 
George,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  take  the  man- 
agement. Mr.  Church  was  faithful  to  the  interests 
of  the  business^  as  we  have  indicated,  but  he  has 
been  also  connected  with  other  enterprises.  In  1892 
he,  with  his  brother,  George  M.  Church,  established 
the  Church  Land  Company.  For  many  years  he 
was  the  treasurer  of  the  Halkyard  Manufacturing 
Company,  a very  successful  corporation.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  has  always  been  a Republican, 
but  has  never  taken  a very  active  part. 

Mr.  Church  was  married  Jan.  7,  1886,  to  Henri- 
etta Winch,  daughter  of  Addison  and  Jane 
(Shepard)  Winch,  of  Holden,  Mass.  They  have  no 
children.  For  seventy-three  years  Mr.  Church  has 
spent  every  summer  at  his  beautiful  summer  home 
at  Little  Compton,  where,  as  in  Providence,  he  is 
most  highly  respected  and  universally  esteemed.' 

HON.  ALFRED  MASON  WILLIAMS,  late 
of  Providence,  who  achieved  distinction  as  a jour- 
nalist and  author,  was  a native  of  Taunton,  ]vlass., 
born  Oct.  23,  1840,  son  of  Lloyd  Hall  and  Prudence 
King  (Padelford)  Williams.  He  was  a direct  de- 
scendant of  Richard  Williams,  who  came  from 
Taunton,  in  Somersetshire,  England,  and  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  in 
1637,  being  one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  the  terri- 
tory from  the  Indians.  He  was  the  chief  male  in- 
habitant of  the  town  for  many  years.  On  the  ma- 
ternal side  Mr.  Williams  descended  from  Jonathan 
Padelford,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
Sudbury,  Mass.,  and  one  of  whose  grandsons  and 
namesake  settled  in  Taunton.  Mr.  Williams’  re- 
mote ancestors  on  both  sides  were  Welsh.  His 
great-grandfather,  James  Williams,  of  Taunton, 


Mass.,  served  as  a captain  of  Massachusetts  infan- 
try in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  for  a long 
series  of  years  afterward  was  the  town  clerk.  His 
great-uncle,  John  Mason  Williams,  was  the  dis- 
tinguished Chief  Justice  of  the  Massachusetts  court 
of  Common  Pleas. 

The  early  life  of  Alfred  Alason  Williams  was 
passed  in  his  native  town.  He  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools,  was  fitted  for  col- 
lege at  the  Bristol  Academy,  and  entered  Brown 
University  in  the  class  of  i860.  While  in  the  midst 
of  his  studies  there,  on  came  the  Civil  war,  and  the 
young  man,  fired  with  a sense  of  duty  to  his  coun- 
try, abandoned  his  college  course  and  enlisted,  be- 
coming a private  soldier  in  Company  K,  4th  Regi- 
ment, Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving 
in  the  Louisiana  campaign  under  General  Banks. 
He  never  returned  to  the  university,  although  in 
1883  he  was  given  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Williams  did  his  first 
newspaper  work,  writing  letters  from  the  front  to 
various  papers.  His  regiment  was  stationed  at 
New  Orleans  and  vicinity,  and  he  received  promo- 
tion. Soon  after  his  return  home  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  1865,  he  was  sent  to  England  and  Ire- 
land by  the  Boston  Post  and  New  York  Tribune,  as 
a correspondent,  those  countries  then  being  very 
much  stirred  up  over  the  Fenian  troubles,  real, 
imaginary  and  suspected.  On  arriving  in  England, 
the  custom  officers  searched  his  baggage  very  thor- 
oughly, as  was  then  the  custom.  Way  down  in 
one  corner  of  his  trunk  they  found  his  army  re- 
volver, which  he  had  put  in  there  and  forgotten  all 
about.  This  was  thought  by  the  English  officials 
to  look  suspicious — suspicion  being  very  easily  ex- 
cited in  those  days — and  he  was  arrested  as  a Fen- 
ian suspect.  He  was  unable  to  prove  his  innocence, 
and  was  incarcerated  in  jail  in  Cork.  There  was 
no  telegraph  cable  in  those  days,  and  he  was  ob- 
liged to  remain  in  jail  until  the  steamers  could  come 
to  New  York  and  return  with  papers  which  proved 
his  identity  and  secured  his  release.  After  his  re- 
lease he  reported  the  trials  of  the  Fenian  leaders, 
with  other  interesting  matter  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  altogether  spent  about  a year  in  Ire- 
land and  cities  of  Great  Britain.  From  this  visit 
dated  his  great  interest  in  Irish  affairs  and  the  Irish 
people,  an  interest  which  found  expression  in  the 
study  of  Irish  literature  and  the  publication  in  1880 
of  his  finest  piece  of  literary  work,  “The  Poets  and 
Poetry  of  Ireland.” 

On  his  return  to  this  country  Mr.  Williams  be- 
came editorial  writer  and  managing  editor  of  the 
Taunton  Gazette,  in  his  native  town,  and  in  1869 
and  1870  he  represented  that  city  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature,  being  elected  the  second  time 
unanimously. 

In  1872  Mr.  Williams  went  West  and  settled  in 
Neosho,  Mo.,  one  of  the  border  towns  near  the 
Indian  Territory,  occupying  a government  position, 
and  there  started  a paper  of  his  own,  which  became 
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widely  known  throughout  that  section  for  its  stand 
on  the  Indian  question.  His  paper  was  the  first  in 
the  West  to  advance  the  theory  that  any  other  In- 
dians were  entitled  to  consideration  save  dead  ones. 
Mr.  Williams  became  greatly  interested  in  the  In- 
dian question,  studied  it  from  all  sides,  and  cham- 
pioned the  cause  of  the  Redman  in  the  columns  of 
his  paper  at  some  peril  to  himself.  He  was  warmly 
received  on  his  occasional' visits  to  the  tribes  of  the 
Indian  Territory  and  acted  as  secretary  to  the  Great 
Council  of  the  five  civilized  tribes  of  the  Territory 
held  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  Indian  republic 
— a project  that  promised  well,  but  was  never  car- 
ried out.  Here,  also,  he  had  repeated  attacks  of 
malarial  fever,  which  necessitated  his  seeking  an- 
other climate  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  ill- 
health  from  which  he  suffered  to  the  day  of  his 
death. 

Leaving  the  Indian  Territory  in  1875,  and  Mis- 
souri, where,  as  he  afterward  remarked,  papers 
were  edited  with  a revolver  on  occasions,  he  re- 
turned to  the  East,  to  Providence,  this  State,  and 
commenced  his  sixteen  years’  service  on  the  Jour- 
nal. He  became  a general  reporter,  although  suf- 
fering from  the  effects  of  his  recent  malarial  troub- 
les in  the  Indian  Territory.  Indeed,  for  years  he 
suffered  from  the  effects  of  his  stay  in  the  West, 
sometimes  so  severely  as  to  necessitate  his  retiring 
a while  from  his  work.  But  he  had  indomitable 
pluck,  and  w'orked  many  a day  and  week  under  suf- 
fering and  pain  which  would  have  incapacitated 
many  a stronger  man. 

As  a reporter  Mr.  Williams  at  once  took  high 
rank.  His  army  training  had  taught  him  the  value 
of  promptness  in  response  to  orders,  and  whenever 
a sudden  call  was  made  upon  him  he  was  ready, 
while  his  culture  and  extensive  reading  gave  him 
the  power  of  putting  life  and  interest  into  whatever 
he  wrote,  were  it  nothing  more  than  an  ordinary 
police  item.  Mr.  Williams  was  police  reporter  for 
some  months,  and  he  added  dignity  even  to  that 
branch  of  the  newspaper  service.  In  short,  every^- 
thing  that  he  did  while  a reporter  was  well  and 
thoroughly  done,  and  many  special  cases  might  be 
mentioned  if  time  and  memory^  permitted,  and  there 
were  leisure  to  call  them  up.  He  w'as  usually  at 
home  with  the  ordinary  every-day  item  of  news, 
with  sporting  matters,  with  the  classical  concerts, 
the  drama,  the  opera,  and  the  weightier  matters 
which  came  under  his  pencil. 

Mr.  Williams  had  been  on  the  Journal  but  about 
a year  when  Thomas  Steere,  then  an  editorial 
writer  on  the  Journal,  took  a short  vacation  to  go 
to  the  Philadelphia  Centennial  Exhibition,  in  1876, 
and  Mr.  Williams  was  detailed  to  write  editorials 
in  his  absence.  He  succeeded  so  well  that  he  never 
again  took  up  the  reporter’s  pencil  except  on  occa- 
sions of  emergency'.  He  remained  in  the  office  as 
editorial  writer  until  March,  1884,  shortly  before 
Mr.  Danielson's  death,  when  he  was  put  on  as  man- 


ager during  the  night-time — the  largest  part  of  the 
newspaper  day — to  allow  iSlr.  Danielson  to  get  more 
rest.  When  Mr.*  Danielson  died,  a few  days  later, 
he  took  the  editorial  chair,  which  he  held  until  the 
summer  of  1891.  His  health  had  then  become  so 
impaired  that  he  w'as  obliged  to  seek  rest  and  re- 
invigoration  in  an  European  trip.  The  quest  was  a 
failure,  however,  and  finding  that  he  would  never 
again  be  able,  probably,  to  perform  the  exacting- 
labors  of  a regular  and  responsible  newspaper  po- 
sition, he  resigned  the  editorship  of  the  paper. 

During  Mr.  Williams’s  connection  with  the 
Journal  the  force  and  directness,  as  well  as  literary 
merits,  of  his  editorials  not  infrequently  called  at- 
tention to  the  paper  in  a marked  manner.  Always 
powerful,  clear,  lucid  statements  of  the  matter  un- 
der discussion,  they  contained  on  occasion  refined 
sarcasm  which  cut  like  a lash. 

After  severing  his  regular  connection  with  the 
Journal  Mr.  Williams  continued  his  literary  stud- 
ies and  was  a frequent  contributor  to  its  columns. 
He  published  in  1893  “Sam  Houston  and  the  War 
of  Independence  in  Texas,”  and  in  the  following 
year  “Studies  in  Eolk  Song  and  Popular  Poetry.” 
He  W'as  a frequent  contributor  to  periodical  litera- 
ture. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  Journal  Mr.  Williams 
visited  England,  the  object  of  the  journey  being 
primarily  to  obtain  treatment  for  his  eyes  in  Lon- 
don, his  eyesight  having  commenced  to  fail.  He 
did  not  secure  permanent  relief,  and  for  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  distinguished  objects  at  short  dis- 
tance with  difficulty. 

In  December,  1895,  Mr.  Williams  went  to  the 
West  Indies  for  his  health,  and  made  his  head- 
quarters at  Basse  Terre,  St.  Kitts,  from  where 
he  wrote  charming  letters  to  the  Journal.  The  last 
one  published  was  the  thrilling  account  of  the  riots 
at  St.  Kitts  and  the  burning  of  the  cane  fields.  And 
only  a short  time  before  his  death  another  letter 
had  been  received  by  the  Journal  describing  his 
"Visit  to  Montserrat,”  which  appeared  in  the  Jour- 
nal after  his  death.  In  a note  accompanying  this 
letter,  w'hich  bears  date  March  4,  1896,  he  says: 
“I  believe  that  this  will  end  my  journeyings  unless 
something  unexpected  happens,  and  in  about  four 
weeks  I shall  be  starting  for  home.”  Eive  days  later, 
^larch  9,  1896,  he  died. 

Mr.  Williams  was  one  of  the  best  read  men  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  he  remembered  w hat  he  had  read 
and  where  he  had  read  it.  An  instance  in  point : 
One  day  a word  came  up  in  the  office  for  some 
reason.  He  knew  the  w'ord,  but  w'as  unable  to  find 
it  in  the  dictionary,  and  could  not  readily  place  it 
or  its  exact  significance.  He  thought  a few  mo- 
ments and  then  left  the  office.  In  a short  time  he 
came  back  with  the  whole  history  of  the  word.  He 
had  remembered  seeing  it  years  before,  wdien  a 
student  of  Brown  University,  and  had  gone  to  the 
University  Library,  found  the  book,  and  found  the 
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word,  and  that  without  a great  deal  of  difficulty. 
Many  like  instances  of  wide  reading  and  wonderful 
memory  might  be  cited. 

Mr.  Williams  is  remembered  and  gratefully  by 
those  who  worked  under  him  for  his  intense  loyalty 
to  those  who  endeavored  to  do  their  best.  Loyal 
to  his  fellow  workers,  he  supported  them,  encour- 
aged them  and  advanced  them  to  the  utmost  of  his 
ability,  when  they  showed  that  such  support  was 
deserved.  His  austere  bearing  hid  a kindly  heart, 
and  his  death  at  the  prime  of  life  was  mourned  as 
a distinct  loss  to  the  newspaper  profession  and  to 
literature. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a sincere  friend  of  Ireland 
and  was  a recognized  authority  on  Irish  literature. 
His  "Poets  and  Poetry  of  Ireland”  is  regarded  as 
classical,  while  his  work  on  Sir  Samuel  Ferguson 
received  most  favorable  criticisms  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic. 

A mutual  friend  of  Mr.  Williams  and  the  late 
John  Boyle  O’Reilly  residing  in  Providence  relates 
an  incident  which  indicates  the  esteem  in  which  the 
former  was  held  as  an  authority  on  Irish  literature. 
Mr.  O’Reilly  told  the  gentleman  that  just  before  he 
called  a lady  residing  in  Providence  had  called  upon 
him  and  stated  that  she  was  desirous  of  studying 
Irish  literature,  and  on  this  account  called  on  him  to 
request  him  to  furnish  a list  of  books  pertaining  to 
the  subject.  "I  told  her,”  said  iNIr.  O’Reilly,  "that 
I was  very  sorry  that  she  had  come  all  the  way  to 
Boston,  as  in  her  own  city  there  was  a man,  Mr. 
Williams  of  the  Journal^  who  knew  more  about 
Irish  literature  than  any  other  man  living,  and  more 
than  I hoped  to  know.” 

Mr.  O’Reilly  then  said  that  Air.  Williams,  in 
furnishing  an  opportunity  for  Irish  writers  to  pub- 
lish their  articles  in  the  Sunday  Journal,  was  doing 
an  incalculable  amount  of  good  work  in  dissemin- 
ating Irish  thought  among  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land. Air.  Williams  was  held  in  deep  esteem  by  the 
Irish  residents  of  Providence.  He  delivered  ad- 
dresses on  Irish  literature  and  folklore  before  the 
St.  Patrick’s  Society  at  its  annual  banquets  of  1894 
and  1895. 

Air.  Williams  was  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
being  connected  with  a post  in  his  native  town.  He 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Providence  Public 
Library,  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  the  National  Indian  Rights  Association, 
and  the  Providence  Press  Club,  of  which  he  was 
the  founder  and  first  president.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Rhode  Island  Chapter  of  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  1871  Air.  Williams  was  married,  at  Taunton, 
Alass.,  to  Cora  Leonard,  daughter  of  William  and 
Amira  T.  (Hood)  Leonard,  of  an  old  Taunton 
(Mass.)  family.  She  died  some  six  years  previous 
to  his  own  death. 

BUFFUAI  (Newport  family).  The  Buft'ums 


have  been  a continuous  family  in  New  England  for 
260  and  more  years.  From  Salem,  Alass.,  stock 
came  the  Rhode  Island  family,  early  in  the  town  of 
Smithfield,  a branch  of  which  settled  in  Newport 
and  vicinity.  With  the  latter  branch  this  article  is 
to  deal.  From  the  Smithfield  family  have  gone  out 
into  the  activities  of  life  some  strong,  forceful 
characters,  men  of  achievement.  They  have  been 
Friends  or  Quakers  from  the  beginning,  and  quiet, 
unostentatious  members  of  society,  several  of  them 
ministers  in  the  denomination  at  Newport,  among 
them  David,  who  was  a noted  preacher,  and  the 
latter’s  grandson,  the  late  Thomas  B.  Buffum,  of 
Newport,  long  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  also 
minister  of  his  section.  Arnold  Bufifum,  the  phil- 
anthropist, the  plain  Quaker  hatter,  of  Providence 
or  vicinity,  was  of  Smithfield  birth.  It  was  his 
privilege  to  have  been  a member  of  the  Providence 
Society  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and 
to  be  one  of  the  original  twelve  who  met  at  a call 
from  Garrison  in  Boston,  Jan.  6,  1832,  and  signed 
the  constitution  of  the  first  anti-slavery  society,  of 
which  Air.  Buffum  was  made  president  and  com- 
missioned lecturing  agent.  In  this  cause  he  twice 
visited  England.  He  was  a pleasing  and  forceful 
speaker.  A son  of  Arnold,  Edward  Gould  Buffum, 
was  a journalist  of  distinction,  for  many  years  the 
Xezo  York  Herald  correspondent  at  Paris,  France, 
an  officer  in  the  Alexican  war,  a member  of  the 
Galifornia  Legislature  from  San  Francisco.  Then 
another  of  the  Smithfield  family  to  gain  distinction 
was  the  Hon.  Joseph  Buffum,  a graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  prominent  in  the  legal  profession  in 
New  Hampshire,  and  a member  of  the  United  States 
Congress. 

(I)  Robert  Buffum  is  of  record  at  Salem, 
Alass.,  as  early  as  1638.  Some  have  him  coming 
from  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1634.  He  married 
Tamasine  Thompson,  a widow.  She  is  also  referred 
to  as  Tamosin  (variously  spelled)  Bacon,  who  was 
born  in  1606  and  died  in  1688.  Air.  Buffum  was 
a farmer  and  to  some  extent  a trader.  He  and  his 
wife  early  joined  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  death 
occurred  in  1669.  Their  children  were:  Joshua, 
born  Feb.  22,  1635  ; Deborah ; Lydia,  born  Feb.  19, 
1644;  Margaret;  Sarah;  Alary,  born  in  1648;  and 
Caleb,  born  July  29,  1650. 

(II)  Joshua  Bufifum,  son  of  Robert,  born  Feb. 
22,  1635,  married  Damaris  (born  after  1643), 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Gertrude  Pope,  and  their 
children  were:  Dama,yis ; Alary;  Joshua,  born  May 
10,  1681 ; and  Samuel,  born  Aug.  21,  1683.  The 
father  of  these  died  Oct.  19,  1705- 

(II)  Caleb  Bufifum,  son  of  Robert,  born  July 
29,  1650,  married  Alarch  26,  1672,  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Gertrude  Pope  and  their  children 
were:  Caleb,  born  Alay  14,  1673;  Robert,  born 
Dec.  I,  i67'5  ; Jonathan;  Benjamin;  Hannah  and 
Tamosin;  The  father  of  these  died  in  1731. 

(III)  Benjamin  Bufifum,  son  of  Caleb,  married 
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a Buxton,  and  they  were  residents  of  Smithfield, 
R.  1.  Their  children  were:  Benjamin,  Joseph,  and 
five  daughters. 

(IV)  Joseph  Bufifum,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
, in  1717,  married  Margaret  Osborne,  born  in  1719. 

He  died  in  1796.  Their  children  of  Smithfield,  R. 
L,  town  record  were:  Jedediah,  born  Aug.  17, 
1737;  Jonathan,  Dec.  i,  1739;  William,  Dec.  20, 
1741;  David,  Aug.  17,  1743;  Comfort,  Dec.  10, 
1745;  Elizabeth,  April  24,  1748;  Hannah,  Feb.  15, 
1749;  Anne,  Nov.  27,  1751 ; Joseph,  Feb.  25,  1753; 
Margaret,  Nov.  28,  1755;  Janies,  Oct.  29,  1757; 
Abigail,  March  22,  1760;  and  Benjamin,  May  10, 
1762.  All  of  these  children  reached  maturity,  mar- 
ried and  had  families.  Joseph  Bufifum  settled  in 
Rhode  Island  in  about  1736,  he  and  his  immediate 
descendants  being  Quakers  and  large  owners  of  land 
where  Slatersville  now  stands.  They  were  chiefly 
farmers,  although  to  agriculture  they  added  other 
industries  from  time  to  time.  Joseph  Bufifum  him- 
self was  a personage  of  considerable  importance  in 
the  community,  operating  as  he  did  a gristmill,  saw- 
mill, forge  and  store.  His  farm  servants  and  em- 
ployees formed  a part  of  his  household,  and  besides 
the  skilled  laborers  he  usually  had  from  eight  to 
ten  girls  and  boys,  who  were  bound  to  him  as 
apprentices  and  were  expected  to  work  in  and  out 
of  the  house.  The  clothing  for  this  large  house- 
hold was,  as  a rule,  spun,  woven  and  made  upon 
the  place,  and  the  family  supplies,  except  a few 
groceries,  were  all  produced  on  the  farm.  In  such 
an  establishment  the  management  of  the  household 
played  a very  important  part,  and  to  his  wife’s 
administrative  and  executive  ability  Joseph  Bufifum 
attributed  much  of  his  success  in  life.  Tradition 
says  that  this  woman,  who  weighed  over  three 
hundred  pounds,  whipped  every  one  of  her  sons 
after  they  were  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

(V)  David  Bufifum,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Aug. 
17,  1743,  married  (first),  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  Sept. 
27,  1767,  Waite  Wilkinson  daughter  of  Israel  and 
Mary.  She  died  Nov.  3,  1777.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Mary  Greene  (widow),  and  (third),  at  Mid- 
dletown, R.  I.,  Oct.  28,  1784,  Mrs.  Hepzibah  Chase, 
a widow.  The  children  of  David  and  Waite,  born 
in  Smithfield,  were:  Lavina,  born  July  30,  1768; 
Huldah,  Feb.  28,  1771;  and  George,  Dec.  i,  1773; 
those  of  David  and  Hepzibah  were : Waite,  born 
Oct.  13,  1785  ; and  David,  Dec.  25,  1787.  The  father 
of  these  died  May  20,  1829,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  for  many  years  a minister  in  that 
society  in  Newport.  He  was  the  first  of  the  name  to 
come  to  Newport,  in  1791. 

(VI)  David  Bufifum  (2),  son  of  David,  born 
Dec.  25,  1787,- married  Oct.  5,  1812,  Susan  Ann 
Barker,  daughter  of  Benjamin,  of  Pembroke,  and 
Ann  Barker,  and  they  were  residents  of  Newport, 
R.  I.  In  early  life  he  served  as  a Presidential  elec- 
tor for  Rhode  Island.  Like  his  father  before  him, 
INIr.  Bufifum  was  for  many  years  a prominent  mem- 


ber and  elder  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  chil- 
dren, six  in  number,  were  as  follows : Thomas 
Barker,  born  July  15,  1813,  is  mentioned  below; 
Ann  Barker,  born  Dec.  22,  1815,  married  Edward 
Earle,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  they  both  died ; 
Benjamin,  born  Oct.  ii,  1818,  died  young;  Eleanor, 
born  July  7,  1820,  married  Joseph  Cattell,  of  Da- 
mascus, Ohio,  where  they  both  died;  Benjamin 
(2),  born  Oct.  22,  1822,  a steamboat  man  of  Provi- 
dence, married  Ellen  King  (still  living),  and  died 
in  that  city ; Susan,  born  May  3,  1826,  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

(VII)  Thomas  B.  Buffum,  son  of  David  and 
Susan  Ann,  born  July  15,  1813,  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
married  Nov.  24,  1853,  Lydia  R.,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam T.  Potter,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

iMr.  Bufifum  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received 
his  education  in  the  main  at  the  Friends’  Boarding 
School  in  Providence.  His  occupation  through  life 
was  that  of  a farmer,  and  so  well  and  intelligently 
did  he  pursue  that  vocation  that  he  met  with  re- 
markable success.  His  well  improved  and  admir- 
ably kept  farm  was  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
city  of  Newport.  He  gave  considerable  attention 
to  stock  raising  and  he  was  quite  noted  for  the 
high  grade  and  excellence  of  his  stock.  At  the 
New  England  Agricultural  Fairs  in  1865,  1867  and 
1871,  he  took  the  valuable  prizes  for  his  cattle  and 
Southdown  sheep  in  competition  with  the  Lhiited 
States  and  Canada. 

A man  of  the  highest  integrity,  a good  manager 
of  his  own  business  afifairs  and  of  fine  capabilities, 
Mr.  Bufifum  was  often  solicited  to  fill  public  sta- 
tion in  his  town,  but  these  profifers  at  the  hands 
of  his  fellow-townsmen  he  repeatedly  declined,  hav- 
ing no  taste  for  such  preferment.  In  political  faith 
he  was  a Republican.  His  life  was  a quiet  yet 
useful  one.  He  did  much  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  town  and  for  the  welfare  of  its  people.  Reared 
in  the  Friends’  faith,  he  was  useful  in  the  councils 
of  that  Society  and  for  years  was  a minister  in  the 
meeting  at  Newport.  He  was  held  in  high  respect 
and  esteem  by  his  brethren  and  the  community  in 
general.  Shortly  before  his  death  he  disposed  of 
his  farm,  and  thereafter  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter,  dying  May  9,  1895.  His  wife  died  in 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  Oct.  28,  1871.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bufifum  were  born  five  children,  as  below: 
Mary,  who  died  unmarried,  April  8,  1907,  at  New- 
port; David,  born  Feb.  9,  1857,  a farmer  of  Pru- 
dence Island,  R.  I.,  who  married  iMarianna  Nichol- 
son, of  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  became  the  father  of 
four  children,  Laura,  Marianna  Nicholson,  David 
and  Thomas  B. ; William  P.,  whose  sketch  is  given 
below;  Thomas  B.  and  Edward,  twins,  born  Aug. 
19,  1861,  Thomas  B.  dying  young;  Edward  is  now 
connected  with  an  automobile  establishment  in  New 
York  City;  he  married  Elizabeth  Griffith,  of  New- 
port. 

(VIII)  William  Potter  Buffum,  son  of 
Thomas  B.  and  Lydia  R.  (Potter)  Bufifum,  born 
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Aug.  29,  1858,  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  private  schools  of  Newport, 
and  furthered  his  studies  at  the  Friends'  School 
at  Providence,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1875.  He  took  his  college  course  at  Brown 
University,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1879. 
Returning  to  Newport  county  after  his  graduation, 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Middletown 
until  1886.  In  that  year,  having  decided  to  take  up 
the  profession  of  civil  engineering,  he  entered  the 
office  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Cotton,  at  Newport,  for  that 
purpose,  and  with  him  remained  some  six  and  a half 
years.  Since  August,  1892,  he  has  carried  on  the 
business  of  civil  engineering  independently. 

A man  of  liberal  education,  iMr.  JJuffum  is  well 
fitted  and  adapted  for  public  station  and  useful- 
ness in  society.  He  has  four  times  been  elected 
from  Newport  to  the  House  of  Representatives  ot 
the  State  and  served  his  city  with  that  dignity  and 
ability  that  one  would  expect  from  a college-bred 
man  and  practical  business  man.  His  services  in 
the  State  Legislature  covered  the  period  from  1894 
to  1898,  during  which  he  was  a member  of  the 
committees  on  Education  and  Rules  and  Order.  He 
also  served  on  the  special  committee  to  consider  the 
revision  of  the  taxation  of  property.  In  political 
faith  Mr.  Bultum  is  a stanch  Republican.  For 
years,  beginning  with  1887,  Mr.  Buffum  was 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Reference  of  the  Charity 
Organization  of  Newport.  In  1906  he  served  as 
one  of  the  committee  to  draft  a new  charter  for 
the  city  of  Newjx)rt,  and  in  the  same  year,  at  the 
first  election  held  under  this  charter  after  its  adop- 
tion by  the  city,  was  elected  a member  of  the  repre- 
sentative council  from  the  Third  Ward  for  the 
three-year  term.  While  in  college  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Greek  letter  fraternity  Alpha  Delta 
Phi.  Mr.  Buffum  has  served  for  several  years  as 
a director  of  the  Acpiidneck  National  Bank,  of  New- 
port ; is  a trustee  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Newport  ; 
a director  of  Redwood  Library ; and  has  served  as 
trustee  of  Newport  Hospital  since  1896,  and  as  its 
president  since  1903.  He  is  a member  of  the  New- 
port Historical  Society,  and  during  its  existence 
was  identified  with  the  Business  Men’s  Association ; 
he  was  a charter  member  of  the  Miantonomi  Club. 
Mr.  Buffum  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Newport,  and  he  has  been 
for  several  years  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  for  several  years  on  the  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  church. 

On  April  5,  1883,  i\lr.  Buffum  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Joanna  Sophia  Kimber,  daughter 
of  Anthony  i\l.  and  iMargaret  C.  (Cope)  Kimber, 
of  Germantown,  Pa.  They  are  the  parents  of 
JNlargaret,  William  P.,  Jr.,  and  Marmaduke  Cope. 

WILLIAAI  SEGAR.  One  of  the  substantial 
business  men  and  citizens  of  Westerly,  R.  I., 
descends  from  an  old  and  honorable  family  in  that 
section  of  New  England.  The  Rhode  Island  Se- 


gars  are  of  long  and  honorable  standing  in  this  ' 
section,  their  coming  to  New  England  reaching 
back  over  a period  of  more  than  200  years,  through  j 
which  many  of  the  name  have  been  identified  with 
the  leading  business  interests  and  public  affairs  of  i 
their  several  localities.  Through  moi'e  than  sixty  ‘ j 
years  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  of  j 
Westerly,  and  sons,  in  turn,  have  been  prominent 
characters  in  that  town,  where  still  reside  two  of  the 
sons,  William  and  Henry  R.  Segar,  both  now  ac- 
tively engaged  in  business,  the  former  president  of  [ 
the  National  Niantic  Bank.  The  eldest  son,  j 
Thomas  Browning,  is  a retired  merchant  of  Hope 
Valley,  R.  I.  Of  this  family  and  the  paternal  line-  1 
age  this  article  is  to  treat.  j 

The  early  history  of  the  Segar  family  is  well 
authenticated  by  the  noted  writers  Messrs.  Savage 
and  Austin,  together  with  the  will  of  John  Segar, 
probated  Nov.  19,  1753,  in  Book  5,  town  records 
of  South  Kingstown,  wherein  he  speaks  of  his 
father,  John  Segar,  in  leaving  him  certain  lands. 
The  first  mention  of  the  Segar  family  in  New  Eng- 
land appears  in  the  writing  of  Mr.  Savage  wherein 
he  speaks  of  (1)  William  and  Thomas  Segar,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  as  brothers  and  as  freemen  of  the 
town;  also  of  (11)  Richard  Segar,  as  the  son  of 
William  and  the  father  of  John,  who  purchased  land 
in  Kingstown,  R.  1.,  in  1696,  but  the  deed  was  not 
entered  for  record  until  Dec.  22,  1707.  The  said 
purchase  contained  200  acres  more  or  less.  The 
farm  in  question  was  first  bought  by  Joseph  Clark 
of  Westerly,  from  Benedict  Arnold,  who  was  one 
of  the  seven  purchasers  of  what  was  known  as  the 
Pettaquamscutt  purchase,  and  who  were  the  first 
owners  of  the  soil,  from  the  Indian  chiefs.  Joseph 
Clark  transferred  to  John  Segar  on  the  same  day 
that  said  Clark  bought  of  Benedict  Arnold,  deeds 
being  found  from  Arnold  to  Clark  in  Book  11,  page 
1 13,  and  from  Clark  to  Segar  in  Book  H,  page  115, 
and  consideration  being  sixty-five  pounds.  Prob- 
ably in  the  year  1708,  John  Segar  built  upon  his 
purchase,  and  located  nearly  in  the  center  close  to 
the  Sewell  line,  now  on  the  farm  of  William  B. 
Weeden.  The  old  cellar  is  still  in  evidence,  also 
the  well  is  there,  and  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  people,  there  were  two  button-wood  trees 
standing  upon  the  Sewell  line  a few  rods  south  of 
the  present  school  house.  The. road  leading  from 
the  beach  to  the  Post  road  passes  between  the  cellar 
and  the  Sewell  line.  The  home  has  been  gone  about 
too  years.  The  house  known  as  the  Segar  home- 
stead in  this  age,  was  built  by  John  Segar  for  his 
son,  John  Segar,  Jr.,  who  married  Alice  Hull, 
iMarch  i,  1708,  and  was  located  about  one-half  mile 
southeast  of  the  first  mentioned  house,  and  upon  the 
banks  of  the  pond,  now  called  Segar’s  Cove.  The 
second  house  was  burned  in  February,  1903,  after 
it  had  stood  about  195  years. 

. (HI)  John  Segar,  Seger,  Seegcr,  etc.,  son  of 
Richard,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  1650,  was  of  Newport 
and  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  taxed  in  1680.  He 
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was  made  a freeman  in  1701.  He  purchased  a 
large  body  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Matunuck,  in 
South  Kingstown,  upon  which  his  descendants  lived 
for  four  generations.  He  died  in  1737,  and  was 
buried  upon  the  north  side  of  his  farm,  now  the 
prc^erty  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Browning. 

''(IV)  John  Segar  (2),  born  May  3,  1684,  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  was  of  Newport  and  South  Kings- 
town, R.  1.  He  died  in  October,  1753.  On  March 
I,  1708,  he  married  Alice  Hull,  daughter  of  John 
and  Alice  Teddeman  Hull,  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Teddeman,  Admiral  of  the  British 
Navy.  Alice  (Hull)  Segar  was  born  in  1692,  and 
married  when  but  sixteen,  coming  at  that  young  age 
to  live  in  what  was  called  the  wilderness  of  Kings 
Town.  She  became  the  mother  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren; Elizabeth,  born  in  1709;  Sarah,  1710;  John, 
1712;  Mary,  1715;  Alice,  1717;  Judith,  1719;  Su- 
sannah, 1720;  Experience,  1722;  Joseph,  1723;  Ab- 
igail, 1726;  Samuel,  1728;  Hannah,  1725;  Eliza- 
beth (2),  1729;  and  Bersheba,  1732.  The  will  of 
John  Segar  was  probated  Nov.  19,  1753.  Several 
farms  were  willed  to  his  sons  and  daughters.  His 
personal  inventory  consisted  of  large  stocks  of 
horses  and  cattle  upon  his  farms,  which  were  di- 
vided among  his  children,  also  Colonial  script  and 
notes  amounting  to  six  thousand  pounds.  To  Jo- 
seph, his  executor,  he  gives  a mulatto  girl,  called 
Peg;  to  Samuel,  his  negro  boy  called  Prince;  to 
Maij,  his  negro  woman  called  Gene. 
y^{y)  Joseph  Segar,  born  Sept.  26,  1723,  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  died  March  3,  1788.  On 
Feb.  24,  1750,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Alary  Taylor,  of  South  Kingstown,  and 
there  were  born  to  them  six  sons  and  five  daughters; 
Alice,  born  in  1752;  Joseph,  1754;  John,  1757; 
Thomas,  1759;  Mary,  1761;  William,  1763;  Nancy, 
1766,  married  Lieut.  Gov.  Samuel  J.  Potter;  Sam- 
uel, 1768;  Benjamin,  1770;  Elizabeth,  1773;  and 
Sarah,  1777.  Joseph  Segar  received  from  his  father 
the  William  Champlin  farm,  now  the  estate  of  Dea- 
con' Job  Clark  and  others.  The  graves  of  Joseph 
and  his  family  are  still  on  this  farm  a few  rods 
north  of  the  house. 

/ (VI)  Thomas  Segar,  born  July  6,  1759,  son  of 
Joseph,  married  Feb.  17,  1785,  Rebecca  Browning, 
born  Alarch  13,  1762,  daughter  of  William  .and- 
Elizabeth  (Tripp)  Browning.  Their  children  were  ; 
Thomas  (2),  born  Sept.  17,  1786;  Amy  Ward, 
May  26,  1788;  Waity  Babcock,  Alarch  10,  1792; 
William  B.,  Aug.  20,  1794;  Joseph,  Oct.  10,  1799; 
Mary  Clark,  May '5,  1802;  and  Benjamin  T.,  Oct. 
19,  1806.  Thomas  Segar  appears  to  have  been  a 
remarkably  thrifty  man,  as  he  bought  out  most  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  homestead,  and  also 
seven-eighths  of  the  Job  Card  farm,  which  was  to 
the  south  of  his  farm.  He  died  Jan.  6,  1823,  and 
was  buried  upon  his  farm. 

, (VH)  Thomas  Segar  (2),  born  Sept.  17,  1786, 
married  Rebecca  Ward,  who  was  born  July  28, 
1793,  daughter  of  Richard  \Vard,  of  South  Kings- 


town, great-granddaughter  of  Gov.  Richard  Ward, 
of  Rhode  Island.  She  died  Jan.  22,  1863.  Richard 
Ward  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Ward,  and  grandson 
of  Governor  Richard  Ward,  who  was  elected  at- 
torney general  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in 
1712.  In  1714  he  was  appointed  recorder  or  secre- 
tary of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  which  office  he 
held  until  1733.  In  1740  he  was  elected  deputy 
governor,  and  on  the  death  of  Gov.  John  Wanton, 
he  was  appointed  governor  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  and  also  held  that  office  for  the  years 
1741  and  1742.  The  children  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  and 
Rebecca  (Ward)  Segar  were;  Thomas  Wanton, 
born  April  20,  1812;  Sarah  Ann,  May  19,  1813, 
married  Albert  Lyman;  George  W.,  Dec.  3,  1814; 
William  B.,  April  14,  1816;  Lucinda,  Jan.  25,  1818; 
Elizabeth,  June  8,  1822,  married  Nelson  Bailey; 
Warren  D.,  May  6,  1825  ; Antoinette,  Jan.  25,  1833, 
married  Calvin  Bailey.  Thomas  Segar  (2)  moved 
from  South  Kingstown  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  in  his 
early  manhood,  where  he  proved  to  be  a successful 
farmer,  and  lived  there  to  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  died  Sept.  19,  1856,  and  his  wife  Jan.  22,  1863. 
They  are  both  buried  in  Lebanon. 

\/ (VHI)  Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  born  April  20, 
1812,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  married  (first) 
Feb.  5,  1844,  Elizabeth  (or  Betsy)  Tripp,  daughter 
of  Hon.  William  Tripp  and-AIartha  (Card)  Brown- 
ing, of  South  Kingstown.  She  died  Aug.  2,  1849. 
Their  children  were;  Thomas  B.,  born  Aug.  i, 
1845,  sketch  elsewhere;  William,  June  25,  1847; 
and  James,  born  in  1849,  who  died  in  infancy.  On 
Feb.  12,  1852,  Air.  Segar  married  (second)  Jane 
C.  Bradford,  born  Oct.  12,  1829,  daughter  of 
Charles  Bradford,  of  Westerly,  and  to  this  union 
came  children  as  follows : Elizabeth  T.,  born  Alay 
9,  1853,  who  married  George  R.  Coy;  Katherine 
B.,  born  Sept.  22,  1855,  who  married  Andrew  C. 
Fuller ; Charles  B.,  born  Sept.  6,  1857 ; Henry  R., 
born  Nov.  30,  1859,  who  worked  for  his  father  from 
boyhood,  being  with  him  in  a salaried  position  until 
1886,  when  he  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  and 
who  is  also  a director  of  the  Niantic  Bank  (he 
married  Lulu  C.  Babcock,  daughter  of  George  Bab- 
cock) ; Fanny  L.,  born  Alarch  3,  1861  ; Albertus  V., 
born  Feb.  6,  1865;  and  Ernest  G.,  born  Alarch  3, 

✓^The  parents  and  grandparents  of  Thomas  W. 
Segar  were  farming  people,  the  former  removing 
to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  in  1813.  Thomas  W.  was 
reared  amid  agricultural  pursuits,  received  a com- 
mon-school education,  and  for  several  winters  was 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  his  native  town. 
From  1836  to  1843  he  was  occupied  in  selling  dry 
goods  from  house  to  house  on  the  road,  meeting 
with  success,  and  in  the  last  named  year  he  engaged 
in  a general  merchandise  business  in  Westerly,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1865.  From  that  time 
through  his  active  business  life  his  occupation  was 
given  chiefly  to  a coal  and  grain  trade.  From  1846 
to  1867  Air.  Segar  had  associated  himself  with  Air. 
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Samuel  B.  Segar.  a relative,  as  partner,  and  from 
1877  to  1880,  his  business  associate  was  his  son, 
William  Segar,  the  latter  withdrawing  in  1880  to 
go  into  business  by  himself.  At  one  time  the  busi- 
ness of  Thomas  \V.  Segar  was  the  most  extensive 
in  the  town  of  Westerly,  his  sales  having  amounted 
in  one  year  to  as  high  as  $60,000.  Besides  the  lines 
of  business  mentioned,  Mr.  Segar  was  interested  in 
various  enterprises.  He  was  a member  of  the  Steam 
Mill  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Westerly,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  plaids  and  linseys,  and  for 

1/ many  years  he  was  interested  in  coasting  vessels. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Segar  were  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  was 
long  active  and  prominent.  He  possessed  qualities 
of  leadership,  which  in  youth  placed  him  captain  of 
a militia  company  in  the  town  of  Lebanon,  Conn., 
in  which  position  he  served  for  five  years.  Wliile 
not  an  office  seeker,  and  a candidate  for  office 
only  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  party, 
he  was  several  times  the  standard  bearer  of  his 
party  for  positions  of  high  honor  and  trust.  He 
was  his  party’s  nominee  for  State  treasurer  in  1868, 
and  for  governor  in  1879.  In  1881  he  was  a can- 
didate for  lieutenant  governor,  but  to  none  of  these 
offices  was  he  elected,  the  State  at  that  time  being 
strongly  Republican.  In  1880  Mr.  Segar  was  a del- 
egate to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at 
Cincinnati.  He  w^as  connected  with  the  National 
Niantic  Bank  as  a director  from  its  organization  in 
1854,  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  also  pres- 
ident; he  was  also  a director  in  the  Niantic  Savings 
Bank,  both  being  financial  institutions  of  Westerly. 
While  not  a member  IMr.  Segar  was  a regular  at- 
tendant at  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in  Westerly, 
of  which  he  was  a liberal  supporter.  He  also  gave 
generously  to  all  benevolent  objects.  Mr.  Segar 
died  July  29,  1893,  and  was  buried  at  River  Bend 
/Cemetery. 

/ (IX)  William  Segar,  second  son  of  Thomas 
M'anton  and  Betsy  (Browning)  Segar,  w'as  born 
June  25,  1847,  in  Westerly,  where  his  education  was 
received  in  public  and  private  schools.  Mr.  Segar 
has  had  long  experiences  in  mercantile  lines.  In 
1873  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  father, 
and  remained  thus  until  1880,  when  he  withdrew 
from  that  connection,  and,  going  into  business  for 
himself  in  mercantile  lines,  has  so  continued  ever 
since.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  merchants  in 
Westerly,  a man  prominent  in  business  and  financial 
circles,  and  an  extensive  owner  of  real  estate.  He 
is  president  and  a director  of  the  National  Niantic 
Bank;  a director  of  the  Washington  Trust  Com- 
pany ; and  the  owner  of  the  Dixon  House  Block. 

Mr.  Segar  married  Nov.  17,  1875,  Mary  P. 
Lewis,  born  March  13,  1853,  daughter  of  Joseph 
H.  Lewis,  of  Westerly.  Their  children  were : 
Bessie,  born  Sept.  20,  1876,  married  Sept,  ii,  1902, 
Harry  R.  Milner,  and  resides  in  Newton,  Mass. ; 
and  Helen,  born  Oct.  12,  1883,  is  a graduate  of 


Wellesley  College,  class  of  1906.  Mr.  Segar  is  a 
member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Westerly ; and  of  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  28.  For 
five  years,  1889-1893,  inclusive,  he  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Westerly  Town  Council.  In  politics  he 
is  ^a^epublican. 

FREDERICK  B.  COGGESHALL.  In  the  per- 
son of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
article  the  people  of  Newport  county  recognize 
one  of  that  county’s  enterprising  and  successful 
business  men,  as  well  as  one  of  Newport’s  honored 
citizens.  Mr.  Coggeshall  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  one  of  Rhode  Island’s  earliest  settled  fami- 
lies, a record  of  which  is  here  given  in  chronological 
order. 

The  early  Coggeshall  family  of  Rhode  Island 
was  one  of  the  more  wealthy  and  prominent  of  the 
families  of  the  Providence  Plantations.  John 
Coggeshall,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  was  born 
in  1599,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  England.  The 
family  there  was  of  Norman  origin  and  possessed 
of  large  estates  in  Essex  and  Suffolk,  including  the 
Manor  of  Little  Coggeshall  and  Codham  Hall, 
Wethersfield,  in  the  vicinity  of  Coggeshall-on-the 
Blackwater.  The  oldest  families  followed  the 
usages  of  the  Normans,  writing  their  names  with 
the  preposition,  as  Thomas  de  Coggeshall,  who  was 
the  owner  of  these  vast  estates  in  the  reign  of  King 
Stephen  of  Bloss,  grandson  of  the  Conqueror,  1135- 
1154.  Five  of  the  family,  several  of  whom  were 
Knights,  were  sheriffs  of  Essex,  which  until  1556 
included  Herefordshire.  Coggeshall  Abbey,  the 
most  famous  of  the  Cistercian  order,  was  built  by 
King  Stephen,  1142,  and  endowed  by  his  Queen, 
Matilda  of  Boulogne,  and  his  son  Eustace  with  their 
lands  in  France. 

(I)  John  Coggeshall,  who  was  a merchant,  im- 
migrated to  New  England  in  1632,  arriving  in  Bos- 
ton on  the  ship  “Lion”  and  bringing  with  him  his 
wife  Mar}^  and  their  three  children,  John,  Joshua 
and  Ann.  He  and  his  wife  soon  joined  the  church 
at  Roxbury,  formed  that  year.  He  removed  to 
Boston  in  1634  and  in  April  became  a member  of 
that  church,  with  which  his  wife  also  became  con- 
nected, and  he  was  soon  chosen  a deacon.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen  of  Boston,  1634, 
was  also  a deputy  that  year,  and  served  in  the  same 
capacity  seven  times.  He  was  one  of  the  seventy- 
five  supporters  of  Anne  Hutchinson  who  were  dis- 
armed. He  was  one  of  sixteen  persons  who  in  1638 
w’ent  to  Providence  and  bought  from  the  Narragan- 
setts  the  island  of  Aquidneck,  subsequently  called 
Rhode  Island.  They  soon  became  incorporated  in  a 
body  politic  and  began  the  settlement  of  Pocasset 
(Portsmouth).  Mr.  Coggeshall  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  Portsmouth  who  settled  in  Newport  in 
1639.  In  1.640  Portsmouth  and  New'port  were 
united  and  Mr.  Coggeshall  was  chosen  one  of  the 
assistants.  He  had  been  one  of  the  elders  in  Ports- 
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mouth  chosen  in  1639.  In  1644  the  several  estab- 
lishments were  united,  becoming  Providence  Plan- 
tations, but  the  organization  was  not  effected  till 
1647.  Mr.  Coggeshall  became  president  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations  and  died  in  office,  Nov.  23,  1647. 
His  widow  died  Dec.  17,  1684. 

(II)  Joshua  Coggeshall,  born  in  1623,  married 
(first),  Dec.  22,  1652,  Joan  West,  born  in  1631. 
She  died  in  1676  and  he  married  (second),  June 
21,  1677,  Rebecca  Russell.  Mr.  Coggeshall  was  of 
Newport  and  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  deputy  much  of  the 
time  from  1^4  to  1672  and  was  assistant  much  of 
the  time  from  1669  to  1676.  He  died  May  i,  1688. 
His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : 
Mary,  born  in  1655;  Joshua,  1656;  John,  1659;  Jo- 
siah,  1662;  Daniel,  1665;  Humility,  1671;  Caleb, 
1672 ; and  Isaac. 

(III)  Joshua  Coggeshall  (2),  born  in  May, 
1656,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  May  13, 
1681,  Sarah.  She  died  March  20,  1697,  and  he 
married  (second)  Aug.  26,  1697,  Sarah.  Mr. 
Coggeshall  was  a resident  of  that  part  of  Newport 
which  became  liliddletown,  and  was  near  Ports- 
mouth. His  children  were : Joshua;  John,  born  Dec. 

14,  1683 ; Thomas,  March  29,  1685 ; Elizabeth, 
March  29,  1686;  Thomas,  June  24,  1688;  Josiah, 
Dec.  12,  1^0;  Richard,  Feb.  ii,  1692;  Mary,  March 

15,  1695;  Caleb,  July  25,  1698;  Sarah,  March  22, 
1700;  James  March  17,  1701;  a daughter,  Jan.  15, 
1703 ; Benjamin,  Jan.  31,  1705  ; Ann,  Nov.  18,  1707 ; 
Waite,  Jan.  ii,  1709;  Comfort,  April  22,  1711 ; and 
Benjamin  (2),  Nov.  15,  1714. 

(IV)  Thomas  Coggeshall,  born  June  24,  1688, 
in  Newport,  R.  I.,  married  March  ii,  1708,  Mercy, 
born  in  1691,  daughter  of  Gideon  Freeborn,  and 
they  resided  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  he  being  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  Jan.  26,  1771,  and  she  passed 
away  May  26,  1776;  both  are  buried  in  the  Cogge- 
shall burying-ground  in  Middletown.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  30,  1710;  Com- 
fort, Sept.  17,  1712;  Mercy,  June  30,  1714;  Sarah, 
Aug.  20,  1715;  Wait,  Jan.  4,  1717;  Mary,  March 
27,  1720;  Joshua,  March  ii,  1722;  Mercy,  Feb. 
23,  1724;  Gideon,  x\pril  20,  1726;  Thomas,  Aug.  26, 
1728;  and  Hannah,  May  20,  1731. 

(V)  Thomas  Coggeshall  (2)  was  born  Aug. 
26,  1728,  and  died  Jan.  17,  1803.  He  married  July 
4,  1750,  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  and  Han- 
nah (Thurston)  Cornell,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L, 
who  was  born  Nov.  22,  1730.  Their  children  ac- 
cording to  the  Middletown  records  were : John, 
born  May  7,  1751 ; Josiah,  Aug.  13,  1752;  and  Wil- 
liam, Jan.  7,  1757.  Two  other  sons  are  named  in 
family  records. 

(VI)  Josiah  Coggeshall  married  Oct.  10,  1776, 
Mary  Horswell,  and  they  had  a son  Freeborn. 

(VII)  Freeborn  Coggeshall  was  born  in  Mid- 
dletown, in  1780,  and  died  there  Oct.  10,  1827, 
when  only  forty-seven  years  old.  He  established 
himself  in  Newport  as  a general  merchant  at  No. 


162  Thames  street,  and  was  very  successful  in  his 
business,  being  at  the  height  of  prosperity  when  his 
untimely  death  occurred.  He  was  married  Oct. 
12,  1811,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Dennis, 
and  granddaughter  of  the  Capt.  William  Dennis 
who  commanded  twenty-six  vessels  during  the  Revo- 
lution. Six  children  were  born  to  them:  (i)  Ann 
Dennis,  May  21,  1813,  married  William  Alger,  of 
Newport.  (2)  Mary  H.,  July  17,  1815,  married 
Alexander  B.  Burdick,  of  Newport.  (3)^reeborn, 
June  12,  1817,  married  (first)  Eliza  L.  Sherman  and 
(second)  Abhy  Sabin.  He  died  in  Providence, 
where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  business  for  many 
years.  (4)  Robert  D.,  Nov.  15,  1818,  followed4he 
trade  of  a blacksmith  all  his  life,  but  was  aldo  a 
great  student  of  geology  and  attained  some  reputa- 
tion in  that  line.  He  died  in  Newport,  April  12, 
1901.  He  had  been  three  times  married,  first  to 
Sarah  Ann  Hunt,  (second)  to  Margaret  Peckham 
and  (third)  to  Nancy  Peckham.  (5)  Emmy  Eliza, 
born  Nov.  12,  1820,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
months.  (6)  Aaron  Sheffield  was  the  father  of 
Frederick  B.  Coggeshall. 

(VIII)  Aaron  Sheffield  Coggeshall  was  born 
in  Middletown  March  17,  1822.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  town  and  then  went 
into  the  butchering  business,  his  lifelong  occupa- 
tion. Prior  to  the  great  development  of  the  West- 
ern packing  houses  he  built  up  a large  establish- 
ment in  Middletown,  giving  the  farmers  all  through 
that  section  a market  for  their  cattle,  sheep  and 
hogs,  while  Air.  Coggeshall  was  the  chief  source 
of  supply  for  the  wholesale  markets  of  the  county. 
He  bore  a splendid  reputation,  not  alone  for  marked 
business  ability  but  for  unimpeachable  integrity  and 
absolute  adherence  to  his  word.  He  was  married 
Aug.  16,  1843,  to  Ann  Maria,  daughter  of  Abner 
Ward,  of  Aliddletown,  a woman  of  many  noble  traits 
of  character,  whose  too  brief  life  was  cut  short  July 
8,  1854.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children : 
(i)  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  15,  1845,  married 
Henry  L.  Chace,  of  Aliddletown,  who  removed  to 
Hoopeston,  111.,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
grain  business.  (2)  Abner  Ward,  born  Aug.  27, 
1847,  married  Miss  Lydia  Peabody,  of  Middletown. 
He  was  employed  several  years  by  Swift  & Com- 
pany in  St.  Louis  and  there  died,  Jan.  30,  1904. 
(3)  Harriet  Emma  was  born  Nov.  5,  1850,  and  died 
July  30,  1871,  unmarried.  (4)  Frederick  Butler 
was  the  youngest  son. 

Aaron  S.  Coggeshall  married  again,  April  8, 
1855,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Church, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Palmer)  Church, 
of  Little  Compton.  Airs.  Coggeshall  belongs  to 
William  Ellery  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of  Newport, 
and  is  literally  a daug^iter  of  the  Revolution,  since 
her  own  father  fought  in  that  struggle.  One  son 
was  born  to  her,  Joseph  Church,  on  Alay  6,  1856.’ 
He  deals  in  poultry  and  eggs,  as  a wholesale  com- 
mission merchant  in  New  York,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Brooklyn.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah  (King) 
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Coggeshall,  he  had  two  daughters,  Alary  Elizabeth 
and  Anna  King.  His  second  wife  was  Anna 
Nichols. 

The  death  of  Aaron  S.  Coggeshall,  June  22, 
1884,  in  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors,  was  a loss 
to  the  whole  community,  for  he  was  recognized  as 
a man  of  public  spirit  and  lofty  purpose.  A con- 
sistent member  of  the  Alethodist  Church,  he  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  support.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  was  first  a Whig  and  then  a Republican. 
While  not  eager  for  public  office,  he  was  always 
ready  to  serve  his  community  when  it  seemed  his 
duty  and  he  filled  some  minor  offices,  besides  act- 
ing as  a school  director  several  years.  In  person 
he  was  of  medium  height,  and  of  a very  rugged 
constitution.  He  was  naturally  genial  and  very  gen- 
erous and  many  were  the  needy  and  unfortunare 
whom  he  assisted. 

(IX)  Frederick  JButler  Coggeshall  was  born 
Aug.  II,  1853,  in  Aliddletovvn,  and  attended  school 
there  till  he  was  seventeen.  Familiar  with  the 
cattle  business  from  his  boyhood,  he  began  buying 
and  selling  cattle  on  his  own  account,  and  with  the 
advantage  of  his  training  under  his  father  he  was 
successful  from  the  lieginning  and  continued  e.Kclu- 
sively  in  that  business  in  Aliddletown  and  the  vicinity 
till  1886.  He  also  dealt  in  sheep  and  lambs,  ship- 
ping extensively  from  the  West.  In  time,  however, 
his  business  felt  the  effects  of  the  inroad  in  the 
Fast  of  the  Western  products,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1886  Air.  Coggeshall  removed  to  Newport  and  with 
his  brother,  Joseph  C.,  opened  a retail  meat  and  pro- 
vision store,  in  connection  with  his  wdiolesale  busi* 
ness.  The  firm  of  Coggeshall  Brothers,  which 
lasted  for  two  years,  had  their  market  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  Square  and  Thames  street.  Air. 
F rederick  B.  Coggeshall  then  bought  out  his  brother 
and  has  ever  since  carried  on  the  place  alone.  In 
1890  he  purchased  the  property  he  occupied,  jmt  up 
a four-story  business  block  70  x 60  feet,  and  has 
there  one  of  the  best  equipped  markets  in  Newport, 
supplied  with  the  choicest  meats  and  freshest  vege- 
tables. His  former  success  has  been  repeated  here 
and  he  is  one  of  the  city’s  substantial  men. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Coggeshall  has  lieen  a 
director  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank,  of  New- 
port, of  the  Arctic  Ice  Company,  of  Fall  River,  and 
of  the  Newport  & Providence  Railway  Co.,  of  which 
last  enterprise  he  was  a promoter  and  an  original 
incorporators.  During  its  existence  he  belonged  to 
the  Newport  Business  Alen’s  Association  and  later 
became  a charter  member  and  trustee  of  the  Ali- 
antonomi  Club.  Fraternally  he  is  interested  in  the 
Alasonic  order,  belonging  to  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No. 
14,  'A.  F.  & A.  AT,  and  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2, 
R.  A.  AI.  He  was  also  a charter  member  of  Ex- 
celsior Lodge,  No.  49,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Newport. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a strong  Republican, 
and  while  not  anxious  for  that  office  was  in  1905 
appointed  by  Governor  Utter  to  a three-year  term 
on  the  board  of  police  commissioners  for  Newport, 


a responsibility  he  has  discharged  most  efficiently.  ' 
Air.  Coggeshall  married  Dec.  14,  1875,  Aliss  i 
Susan  Sherman  Barker,  the  daughter  of  Job  AI.  | 
and  Julia  Alaria  (Sherman)  Barker.  She  is  a di-  I 

rect  descendant  in  the  tenth  generation  of  James 
Barker,  who  left  Southampton,  England,  in  the  ' | 
spring  of  1634,  on  the  ship  “Alary  and  John,”  but  1 
who  did  not  live  to  reach  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ■ 
Loggeshall  have  one  daughter,  Josephine  Barker, 
who  married  July  10,  1906,  Dr.  Hamilton  Theodore 
King,  of  Joliet,  111.  Air.  Coggeshall  attends  the 
Alethodist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  and  daughter 
are  members,  and  he  is  a liberal  contributor  to  its 
funds.  While  a quiet,  rather  retiring  man,  he  has  i 
a social,  hospitable  nature  which  has  won  him  hosts  j 
of  friends  and  he  enjoys-  the  esteem  of  the  entire 
community.  j 

ALONZO  WILLI AAIS,  of  the  class  of  1870 
of  Brown  University,  died  at  Providence,  R.  L, 
Alarch  16,  1901,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  six  months, 
two  days.  He  was  born  at  Foster,  R.  I.,  Sept.  14, 
1842,  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  Warren  and 
Lydia  Crowell  (Hathaway)  Williams,  and  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  the  great 
founder  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

When  Alonzo  Williams  was  eighteen  years  of  j 

age,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  work-  j 

ing,  as  he  had  worked  from  boyhood,  in  Gov.  Philip  ! 

Allen’s  cotton  mill  at  North  Scituate.  When  he  j 

was  two  years  old  his  father  had  died,  the  family  ! 

removed  to  North  Scituate,  and  he  found  employ-  i 

ment  in  the  mill.  \\’hile  w'orking  in  the  cotton- 
mill  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education,  toiling 
over  his  books  at  night,  declaiming  at  times  from  ; 
the  top  of  “Devil’s  Rock,”  on  the  Aldrich  farm,  at-  ! 

tending  school  three  months  of  the  year  until  he  | 

was  thirteen  years  old.  In  1861  he  enlisted,  becom-  | 

ing  a private  soldier  in  Company  A,  3d  Regiment,  j 

Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  through-  ! 

out  the  war,  being  mustered  out  as  a second  lieu-  j 

tenant  in  the  light  artillery,  Aug.  4,  1865.  Ll^  ; 

passed  through  the  grades  of  corporal,  sergeant, 
quartermaster  sergeant  and  first  sergeant,  served  in  ; 
the  infantry,  heavy  artillery,  navy  and  light  battery,  j 
participated  in  the  important  sieges  of  Fort  Pul- 
aski, Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  passed  through 
the  hardships  and  stirring  experiences  of  Sherman’s  ; 

march  to  the  sea.  While  at  the  front  he  spent  1 

much  of  his  time  when  ofif  duty  in  study,  and  he  I 

went  into  more  than  one  battle  wdth  his  books  ! 

strapped  on  his  back.  | 

Before  he  enlisted  Air.  Williams  had  saved  what 
money  he  could,  with  the  intention  of  entering  the 
Providence  Conference  Seminary  at  East  Green- 
wich, and  only  a week  had  passed  after  his  dis- 
charge from  the  amiy  when  he  entered  that  school. 
There  he  studied  indefatigably,  and  in  September, 

1867,  entered  Brown  University,  as  a member  of 
the  Sophomore  class.  In  college  he  continued  his 
studies  with  the  same  ardor  which  had  marked  his 
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j preparatory  course.  He  gave  occasional  lectures 
r in  near-by  places,  and  taught  in  the  Providence 
evening  schools.  In  1870  he  was  graduated  with 
< the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  with  the  second  honor  of 
! his  class — the  salutatory  oration  in  Latin. 

'*  It  was  his  early  ambition  to  become  a lawyer, 

iand,  still  cherishing  this  purpose  on  graduation,  he 
entered  the  offices  of  iMessrs.  Miner  & Spink,  of 
Providence,  but  in  September,  1870,  he  was  ap- 
► pointed  tutor  in  Greek  and  Latin  at  Brown  Uni- 
f versity.  This  position  he  held  for  a year,  giving 

.■  himself  to  his  teaching  and  to  the  study  incident 

I thereto,  and  engaging  in  the  work  of  private  in- 
1^  struction  to  a certain  extent,  relinquishing  grad- 

tually  the  study  of  law.  From  1871  to  1876  he  was 
teacher  of  Latin,  Greek  and  German  at  the  Friends 
' School,  Providence.  He  received  the  degree  of 

A.  M.,  in  course  in  1873.  In  1876  he  was  elected 

Professor  of  Modern  Languages  and  Literature  at 
Brown  University,  and  he  spent  the  academic  year 
I 1876-77  in  study  in  Berlin,  Leipzig  and  Paris.  Re- 
I turning  to  Providence  in  1877,  he  entered  upon  the 
t active  duties  of  his  professorship,  and  these  duties 
I he  continued  to  perform,  with  occasional  absence 
from  the  college  for  the  purpose  of  study,  until  his 
' death.  From  1892,  however,  his  professorship  was 
that  of  the  Germanic  Languages  and  Literature. 
He  was  in  Europe  for  study  and  travel  in  1883, 

, 1889,  1891-92,  1894,  1899-1900.  In  1889  he  was 

I sent  to  Stockholm,  Sweden,  as  a delegate  to  the 
International  College  of  Orientalists  over  which 
King  Oscar  presided.  From  June,  1891,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1892,  he  studied  at  the  University  of  Leipzig. 
He  spent  also  the  academic  year  1899-1900  in  study 
chiefly  in  Germany,  Paris,  Vienna  and  Rome.  For 
a short  time  in  1881,  on  the  death  of  Professor  Di- 
man, he  conducted  the  courses  of  the  Senior  class 
at  Brown  University  in  European  and  American 
Constitutional  History.  In  his  early  days  of  teach- 
ing he  was  strongly  attracted  to  classical  philology, 
and  he  made  considerable  progress  in  Sanskrit,  to 
some  extent  under  the  instruction  and  direction  of 
the  late  Prof.  W.  D.  Whitney,  of  Yale  University. 

He  was  a member  of  many  organizations.  Some 
of  these  were : The  American  Oriental  Society ; 
the  American  Philological  Association ; Rhode  Is- 
land Alpha  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi ; Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  of  which  he  was  registrar,  1893-94; 
Societa  Didascalica  Italiana  of  Rome.  He  held 
many  official  positions.  He  was  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Alpha  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  in 
1892-93 ; he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  the 
State  Soldiers’  Home  of  Rhode  Island  from  1889 
to  1893 ; trustee  of  the  East  Greenwich  Academy  in 
1886-87  i president  of  the  Providence  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation of  that  Academy ; and  president  of  the  Third 
Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery  Association.  He  had 
been  elected  a member  of  the  school  committee  of 
Providence  a few  months  before  his  death.  He  had 
commissions  in  the  Rhode  Island  militia  as  follows : 
]\Iajor,  1865 ; lieutenant-colonel,  1866,  and  colonel, 
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1868.  He  joined  the  G.  A.  R.,  Prescott  Post,  No. 
I,  in  1867,  and  Slocum  Post,  No.  10,  in  1884.  He 
was  elected  junior  vice  department  commander  in 
1887,  senior  vice  department  commander  in  1888, 
and  department  commander  in  1889. 

During  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary, 
in  1886,  of  the  founding  of  Providence  and  of 
Rhode  Island,  he  had  charge  of  the  literary  exer- 
cises held  in  Sayles  Memorial  Hall,  where  he  had 
arranged  a reunion  of  the  descendants  of  Roger 
Williams. 

Professor  Williams  was  supervisor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Census  for  Rhode  Island  under  Presi- 
dent Harrison  in  1890.  On  Rhode  Island  Day,  in 
October,  1893,  he  was  the  orator  at  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition,  Chicago.  A few  years  ago 
he  delivered  the  Memorial  Day  address  to  Lafay- 
ette Post  of  New  York ; he  was  the  orator  at  the 
Grant  Celebration  of  the  Middlesex  Club  at  Bos- 
ton, the  orator  of  the  evening  at  the  banquet  ten- 
dered to  General  Otis  on  his  return  from  the  Phil- 
ippines, and  the  orator  at  the  unveiling  of  the 
Columbus  Statue,  at  Providence.  He  was  promi- 
nently mentioned  as  a candidate  for  an  important 
mission  under  President  AIcKinley’s  first  adminis- 
tration, and  was  prevented  from  accepting  a mis- 
sion in  Asia  by  illness  in  his  family.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  speaking  frequently  in  behalf 
of  the  Republican  party,  in  Rhode  Island,  in  other 
New  England  States,  in  the  Middle  States  and  in 
the  West.  He  was  especially  active  in  this  way  in 
the  IMiddle  West  in  the  first  canvass  made  for 
President  McKinley. 

Brown  University  is  indebted  to  Alonzo  Wil- 
liams for  the  great  services  which  he  rendered  in 
organizing,  developing  and  conducting  his  own  de- 
partments of  instruction,  in  elaborating  the  plans 
of  work  for  the  important  committee  on  Graduate 
Students,  of  which  he  was  chairman  from  its  estab- 
lishment, in  collecting  the  sum  of  $10,000  from  his 
former  comrades,  for  the  foundation  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Fellowship,  in  securing  the  moneys  with  which 
he  also  purchased  the  books  for  the  Conant  Ger- 
man Seminary  Library.  He  was  heartily  devoted 
to  his  alma  mater,  and  with  all  his  other  good  works 
he  served  her  faithfully. 

Professor  Williams  published  these  works : 
“French  Versification;”  “the  Subjunctive  Mood  in 
French,”  1885 ; “German  Conversation  and  Com- 
position,” 1885  ; “The  Investment  of  Fort  Pulaski ;” 
“Brief  History  of  Third  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery,” in  revised  report  of  the  Adjutant  General, 
1893 ; “Rhode  Island  Day  at  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition,  Chicago,”  1893,  edited ; “Oration,”  in 
the  book  last  named ; “Analysis  of  Lectures  in  Ger- 
man Literature,”  1894;  and  “Syllabus  of  Lectures 
on  Faust,”  1895. 

He  was  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Providence.  Some  years  ago  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Union  Baptist 
Church  of  Providence. 
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Professor  Williams  was  a vigorous,  versatile 
man.  His  ambitions  were  strong,  and  his  physical 
and  mental  powers  enabled  him  to  undertake  many 
tasks  and  to  complete  them  with , success.  His  in- 
fluence was  marked.  He  inspired  his  pupils  by 
his  words  and  his  example,  and  he  had  a prominent 
place  among  his  comrades,  the  veterans  of  the  Civil 
war,  who  looked  to  him  with  respect  and  cherished 
him  with  affection. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1872,  was  Sarah  Elizabeth  Phelps, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Phelps,  of  Vernon, 
Conn.,  and  sister  of  Hon.  Charles  Phelps,  the  first 
attorney  general,  and  ex-secretary  of  State,  of  Con- 
necticut. She  died  Nov.  15,  1891,  in  Leipzig,  Ger- 
many. Their  two  children  survived  them ; x\lonzo 
Roger  Williams  (B.  U.,  1899),  ^ graduate  of  the 
Law  School  of  Harvard  University,  Captain  of 
Company  A,  ist  Light  Infantry,  and  Company  A, 
1st  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Rhode  Island  Militia, 
who  served  in  the  Spanish- American  war  in  the 
I St  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  as  first  Lieutenant, 
adjutant  and  judge  advocate;  and  Sarah  Helen. 
Professor  Williams  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Dec.  12,  1893,  Mrs.  Marie  J.  (Strong)  iMorgan, 
daughter  of  Nathan  M.  Strong,  of  Vernon  Centre, 
Conn.,  and  widow  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  iSIorgan. 
She  survives,  with  her  son,  Thomas  Hollister  Wil- 
liams, born  Oct.  16,  1895.  Professor  Williams’ 
mother,  who  after  the  death  of  his  father  married 
Abile  Taylor,  survived  until  May  24,  1904,  when 
her  death  occurred  in  Providence  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years  and  nineteen  days. 

Mrs.  Williams  is  a descendant  on  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides  of  the  family,  from  two  of  the 
oldest  settled  families  in  New  England,  the  Strongs 
and  the  Hollisters. 

(I)  Elder  John  Strong,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  New  England,  was  born  in  Taunton, 
England,  in  1605,  and  sailed  for  New  England 
in  the  company  under  Rev.  John  Wareham,  in  the 
ship  “Mary  and  John,”  in  1630.  In  1635,  after 
assisting  in  the  development  of  Dorchester,  he  be- 
came one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Taunton, 
then  removed  to  Windsor,  and  in  1639  was  at 
Northampton,  Mass.,  where  he  was  noted  as  one 
of  the  foremost  citizens.  His  first  wife  died  on  the 
voyage  to  New  England. 

(II)  John  Strong,  son  of  Elder  John,  born 
in  England  in  1620,  married  (second)  in  1664. 
Elizabeth  Warrener. 

(III)  John  Strong,  son  of  John,  born  in  1665, 
married  in  1686  Hannah,  daughter  of  Deacon  John 
Trumbull,  of  Suffield,  Connecticut. 

(IV)  Deacon  David  Strong,  son  of  John,  born 
in  1704,  married  in  1732  Thankful  Loomis,  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  Loomis,  of  Windsor.  He  was  a 
farmer  in  Bolton. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Strong,  born  in  1754,  married 
in  1779  Lucy  (Kilbourne)  Lawrence,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Kilbourne.  Her  former  husband,  David 


Lawrence,  was  killed  in  the  Wyoming  Massacre, 
in  Pennsylvania. 

(VI)  Daniel  Strong,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
Nov.  18,  1784,  married  in  1825  Sabra  Morgan, 
who  was  born  in  1797,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Sarah  (Capron)  Morgan,  and  they  had  issue: 
Nancy  married  Elisha  Minor,  of  Groton,  Conn.; 
Daniel  died  in  1899  in  New  London;  Nathan  Mor- 
gan is  mentioned  below ; Emmeline  married  George 
Burdick,  of  Nyack,  N.  Y. ; Lucy  (deceased)  mar- 
ried (first)  William  Salters  and  (second)  Wil- 
liam Nye ; and  Amanda  married  George  Burch, 
of  W aterbury.  Daniel  Strong  was  a farmer  in 
Bolton.  In  1824  he  erected  a distillery  on  the 
Black  Ledge  River,  in  the  south  part  of  Bolton,  be- 
low the  Strong  homestead.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
character  and  generous  disposition,  but  his  closing 
years  were  shadowed  by  heavy  losses  incurred 
through  his  generosity  and  trusting  disposition.  He 
died  in  Bolton  in  1870,  and  his  wife  in  1871. 

(VII)  Nathan  Morgan  Strong,  son  of  Daniel, 

born  March  24,  1829,  married  in  Glastonbury,  ' 
March  12,  1856,  Abby  Louise  Hollister,  who  was 
born  May  30,  1830,  daughter  of  Horatio  and  Polly 
(Tullar)  Hollister,  and  a direct  descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  Lieut.  John  Hollister, 
who  came  to  America  about  1642,  becoming  a 
noted  man  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Strong  had  children  as  follows:  (i)  Norman  Hol- 
lister, born  April  26,  1857,  married  Nov.  27,  1878, 
Ella  M.  Dart,  and  they  live  at  Vernon  Centre: 
their  children  are  Nathan  Morgan,  born  Sept.  7, 
1889,  and  Edna  L.,  born  Feb.  20,  1896.  (2)  Marie 

Jane,  born  July  14,  1859,  married  in  1879  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Morgan,  who  died  in  1881,  and  she  mar- 
ried for  her  second  husband  Prof.  Alonzo  Williams, 
by  whom  she  had  a son,  Thomas  Hollister. 

Nathan  M.  Strong  lived  with  a cousin  in  Glas- 
tonbury from  the  age  of  six  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy  at  East  Glastonbury.  He 
inherited  a strong  constitution  and  unbounded 
energy.  His  first  occupation  was  farming.  Then 
he  spent  a winter  in  the  Cheney  Mills,  at  South 
Manchester,  and  a second  winter  in  the  silk  mill. 
For  six  years  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
for  David  Hibbard,  and  in  1859  bought  a farm  in 
Vernon  Centre.  Later  he  sold  this,  but  bought 
another,  and  subsequently  made  a business  of  buy- 
ing and  selling  farms.  In  1878  he  built  his  present 
home,  near  Vernon  Centre.  Beginning  life  with 
energy  and  enterprise  as  his  most  valuable  assets, 
he  has  won  success  by  such  methods  as  retained 
for  him  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low men,  and  has  made  a name  to  leave  his  pos- 
terity of  which  they  will  have  just  cause  to  feel 
proud. 

Alonzo  Roger  Williams  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  Oct.  20,  1877.  He*  was  educated  at 
the  high  school  in  Providence,  the  gymnasium  at 
Leipzig,  and  in  1899  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
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versity  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  In  1901  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  Harvard  Law  School,  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Providence,  and  since 
July,  1904,  has  been  connected  with  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  Rhode  Island  Company. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Spain  Mr. 
Williams  was  lieutenant  of  Company  A,  ist  Regi- 
ment, R.  I.  M.,  and  went  with  his  command  to 
the  front.  He  is  still  captain  of  Company  A.  His 
fraternal  connections  include  membership  in  What 
Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  St.  John’s  Commandery,  and  Pales- 
tine Temple,  Mystic  Shrine ; Providence  Lodge,  B. 
P.  O.  E. ; the  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  which  he  is  di- 
vision quartermaster ; the  Spanish-American  War 
Veterans;  the  Veteran  Fireman’s  Association,  and 
the  American  Society  of  Foreign  Wars. 

On  April  12,  1902,  Mr.  Williams  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  William  Butler,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Alonzo  Butler,  born  Aug.  i,  1904. 

DEAN.  In  looking  over  the  records  of  the 
well-known  Dean  family  we  find  the  ancestr>'  of 
John  AI.  and  Robert  W.  Dean,  of  Cranston,  to  be 
as  follows : 

(I)  Benjamin  Dean,  of  England,  married  and 
had  the  following  children:  John,  Peter,  Benjamin, 
William,  Fanny  and  Alargaret. 

(II)  Peter  Dean,  son  of  Benjamin,  born  at 
Burnley,  England,  in  1771,  married  at  Parkham, 
England,  in  1792,  Alargaret  Sagar,  who  was  born 
at  Simnionstone,  England,  in  1773,  and  died  at 
Clitheroe,  in  1853 ; she  was  buried  in  Whalley 
churchyard,  England.  She  was  a daughter  of  Ed- 
mund and  Sarah  (Cuncliffe)  Sagar.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Dean  had  twelve  children : Sarah,  who  died  aged 
one  and  one-half  years ; Alary,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Benjamin,  born  Oct.  6,  1794,  registered  at 
Padham  Church;  Edmund;  Sagar;  Peter;  John; 
Betsey;  James;  Thomas;  Robert;  and  Sarah,  who 
married  Robert  Heath,  of  Clitheroe,  and  died  Sept. 
8,  1877,  aged  sixty  years. 

(III)  Sagar  Dean  had  children:  Alargaret  C., 
born  Sept.  21,  1840;  Harriet  Jane,  born  /Vug.  13 
or  15,  1853;  Annie  Frances,  born  Oct.  4,  1850;  Ed- 
die, born  Nov.  7,  18 — . 

(HI)  Benjamin  Dean,  son  of  Peter,  was  born 
in  Simmonstone,  England,  Oct.  6,  I794,  came  to 
the  United  States,  Sept.  8,  1829.  After  seeing  the 
possibilities  of  the  country  he  returned  to  his  native 
land  and  brought  his  family  to  these  shores,  settling 
in  Providence,  where  he  died  Nov.  18,  1866.  He 
w'as  an  engraver  by  trade,  one  of  the  earliest  here, 
and  for  many  years  carried  on  a business  of  his 
own.  Air.  Dean  married  Alice  Lofthouse  at  Gors- 
nargh  Church,  England,  Oct.  29,  1815,  and  they 
had  these  children : Alargaret,  born  at  Clitheroe, 
England,  Nov.  5,  1816;  James,  born  at  that  place, 
Nov.  27,  1818;  Jane,  also  born  there.  Sept.  14, 
1820,  a teacher  in  the  Providence  schools  for  many 
years;  John,  born  in  Clitheroe,  Aug.  30,  1822;  Ben- 


jamin, also  born  at  Clitheroe,  Aug.  22,  1824,  who 
was  a successful  lawyer  of  Boston,  Alass. ; Alice, 
born  at  Gorsnargh,  Oct.  ii,  1826;  Peter,  born  at 
Clitheroe,  Dec.  25,  1828,  who  went  to  California  in 
1848;  Sarah,  born  at  Lowell,  Alass.,  Feb.  9,  1831, 
a teacher  in  the  Providence  schools  for  many  years ; 
Ellen,  born  at  Lowell,  Alarch  20,  1833  i Thom- 
as, born  at  Lowell,  Alarch  22,  1825,  who^  was  a 
lawyer  of  Boston,  Alassachusetts. 

(IV)  John  Dean,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  this  country  when  a mere  boy,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Prov- 
idence. His  opportunities  were  limited,  but  as  a 
boy  he  made  the  most  of  them,  and  when  of  mature 
years  was  known  as  a man  of  broad  and  useful  in- 
formation. He  learned  the  trade  of  engraver  with 
his  father,  and  for  his  first  year’s  work  his  compen- 
sation was  fifty  dollars  and  board.  In  1849,  when 
twenty-seven  years  old,  he  was  one  of  a company  of 
one  hundred  men  who  purchased  a schooner  and 
went  around  Cape  Horn  to  California.  There  he 
remained  about  two  years,  and  upon  his  return  he 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father  for  some  time, 
and  then  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  daguerre- 
otypes and  later  into  the  manufacture  of  tintypes. 
These  articles  he  supplied  to  photographers  all  over 
the  United  States,  and  when  a competitor  w^ould 
spring  up  it  was  Air.  Dean’s  policy  to  hire  the  deal- 
er, if  he  was  the  possessor  of  a small  business,  or 
if  engaged  in  a larger  venture  to  buy  him  out.  He 
thus  enjoyed  a practical  monopoly  of  this  line  of 
business  for  many  years. 

Air.  Dean  lived  in  Worcester,  Alass,  where  his 
business  was  conducted,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  also  engaged  in  the  japanning  business 
there.  His  residence  was  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of 
Worcester,  where  he  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and 
most  infiuential  citizens.  In  political  sentiment 
a Republican,  he  served  as  a member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Alassachusetts  General 
Assembly.  He  was  a thirty-third  degree  Alason 
and  a past  grand  commander  of  Alassachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island.  Air.  Dean’s  brothers,  Peter  and 
Benjamin,  were  also  thirty-third  degree  Alasons. 
Starting  in  life  with  the  handicap  of  no  means  and 
limited  schooling.  Air.  Dean  made  of  himself  one 
of  the  most  useful  and  prominent  citizens  of  Wor- 
cester county,  Alass.,  and  his  life,  full  as  it  was  of 
purposeful  effort,  furnished  the  best  example  of  the 
self-made  man  of  his  or  any  other  time. 

Air.  Dean’s  brother,  Peter  Dean,  who  went  to 
California  in  1848,  spent  the  balance  of  his  life 
there,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
prominent  men  of  his  section.  He  was  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  California, 
of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Lumber  Company,  and  of  one 
of  the  principal  banking  institutions  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

John  Dean  married  Hannah  Allen  Morgan, 
daughter  of  Shepley  Alorgan,  and  nine  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  six  of  whom  grew  to  adult 
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age  as  follows : Alice  P.,  who  married  Mr.  Chris- 
topher A.  Cady,  died  in  November,  1905 ; Isabella 
Stewart,  married  (first)  George  C.  Holden,  of  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  and  (second)  George  W.  Middle- 
brook  of  New  York;  John  M.,  born  May  ii,  1856, 
is  mentioned  below;  Annie  L.,  married  Frederick 
L.  Coes,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ; Amy  Florence,  mar- 
ried H.  Austin  Aikins,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  profes- 
sor of  psychology  at  the  Western  Reserve  College ; 
Robert  W.,  of  the  Household  Furniture  Company, 
and  of  the  finn  of  Brown  & Dean,  gold  refiners, 
both  of  Providence,  is  mentioned  below. 

(V)  John  Morgan  Dean,  son  of  John  Dean, 
was  born  on  Dean  street.  Providence,  R.  I.,  May  ii, 
1856.  When  he  was  two  years  old  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated when  nineteen  years  of  age.  When  in  his  twen- 
tieth year  he  came  to  Providence  and  engaged  in 
business  with  his  brother-in-law,  Christopher  A. 
Cady,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cady  & Dean,  the 
finn  handling  wall  paper  and  stoves  and  kitchen  fur- 
nishings. In  the  year  1881,  the  firm  added  gen- 
eral house  furnishings  to  its  stock,  and  the  partner- 
ship continued  until  May,  1884,  when  Mr.  Cady  re- 
tired from  the  firm,  disposing  of  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Dean.  Air.  Eugene  AI.  Sawin  soon  after  became 
actively  interested  in  the  business,  the  firm  style 
becoming  John  AI.  Dean  & Co.  This  firm  relation 
continued  until  June  3,  1892,  when  a stock  company 
was  organized  and  incorporated  under  the  corpor- 
ate name  of  The  John  AI.  Dean  Company,  the  of- 
ficers of  the  company  being:  John  AI.  Dean,  pres- 
ident; Eugene  AI.  Sawin,  vice-president;  Frederick 
George,  secretary. 

In  his  mercantile  and  business  interests  Air.  Dean 
is  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  New  England,  the 
firm  doing  a business  of  over  $500,000  annually. 
He  is  also  the  owner  of  a large  farm  in  the  town  of 
Cranston,  in  the  operation  of  which  he  takes  a 
great  interest  and  upon  which  he  maintains  his 
home.  On  this  farm  he  gives  employment  to  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  men,  and  he  does  a business  of 
about  $20,000  annually  in  products.  On  a portion 
of  this  farm  is  the  village  of  Aleshanticut,  which  Air. 
Dean  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  building  up. 
He  has  a winter  home  on  the  Caloosa-hatchee  river 
and  a lOO-acre  orange  grove  at  Fort  Alyers,  Fla., 
spending  his  winters  at  the  former  place.  Air. 
Dean  is  a director  of  the  Atlantic  National  Bank. 
He  is  a thirty-second  degree  Alason. 

Mr.  Dean  married  (first)  Alabel  F.  Gardner 
and  (second)  Louise  Barrigar,  of  Kansas  City,  AIo. 
By  the  first  marriage  one  daughter  was  born,  Ber- 
tha Alabel. 

Air.  Dean  has  demonstrated  the  Dean  instinct 
for  the  successful  conduct  of  large  business  enter- 
prises, The  John  AI.  Dean  Company  being  the  prod- 
uct of  his  own  executive  effort  and  administrative 
ability.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is 
a member  of  the  town  council  of  Cranston,  having 


been  first  elected  in  1892  and  re-elected  annually 
since  that  time.  In  point  of  service  he  is  the  oldest 
member  of  that  body.  He  has  always  been  an  advo- 
cate of  good  roads  and  good  schools,  two  improve » 
ments  of  which  Cranston  can  proudly  boast.  De- 
scended from  most  excellent  English  ancestry  on 
both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides,  and  inheriting 
from  them  strong  traits  of  character,  Mr.  Dean  is- 
today  one  of  the  best  types  of  the  New  England 
business  man. 

(V)  Robert  Warren  Dean,  son  of  John  and 
Hannah  Allen  (Alorgan)  Dean,  was  born  in  Wor- 
cester, Alass.,  Oct.  24,  1867.  He  received  his  pri- 
mary schooling  and  academic  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  Worcester,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  1887.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  entered  Wil- 
liams College  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  was  a 
student  there  until  the  senior  year.  In  the  fall  of 
1890,  and  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1891,  in  com- 
pany with  his  sister.  Airs.  Aikins,  he  made  a trip 
around  the  world,  taking  this  year  of  travel  in  lieu 
of  the  Senior  year  of  study  in  college.  Upon  his 
return  he  came  to  Providence  and  went  into  the 
gold  and  silver  refining  business  with  Samuel  L. 
Brown,  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown  & Dean,  at 
No.  102  Richmond  street.  He  has  continued  his 
interest  in  this  firm  up  to  the  present  time  and  gave 
it  his  personal  attention  until  1901,  when  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  Household  Furniture  Com- 
pany, on  Weybosset  street,  which  he  has  conducted 
since  most  successfully.  He  is  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Crocker  Alantel  and  Tile  Company;  and  a 
director  of  the  Rhode  Island  Motor  Car  Company, 
for  the  sale  of  automobiles,  located  at  No.  69  Broad 
street.  Mr.  Dean,  like  his  brother,  has  a winter 
home  on  the  Caloosa-hatchee  river,  and  a fifty- 
acre  orange  grove  at  Fort  Alyers,  Fla.  He  has 
never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics.  His  home 
is  at  River  View,  Warwick,  R.  I.,  where  his  leisure 
time  is  happily  passed. 

Air.  Dean  was  married  to  Mrs.  Eva  F.  Read, 
nee  Foster,  daughter  of  William  Foster.  Mr.  Dean 
has  inherited  the  business  ability  characteristic  of 
the  family,  and  is  a model  representative  of  the 
college-bred,  successful  man  of  business. 

RUFUS  ELAIER  DARRAH,  M.  D.,  who  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  m^ost  skilled  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Newport,  as  well  as  one  of  that  city’s 
honored  and  respected  citizens,  is  a descendant  of 
sturdy  Scotch-Irish  ancestors  who  immigrated  to 
America  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago  and  settled 
in  New  Hampshire,  in  the  town  of  Bedford.  With 
few  exceptions,  the  early  inhabitants  of  Bedford, 
N.  H.,  were  either  directly  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
land or  from  the  small  settlements  of  Londonderry 
and  Litchfield,  N.  H.,  which  latter  settlements  were 
early  made  by  immigrants  from  Ireland.  Num- 
bers of  Scotch  went  about  the  middle  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  from  Ayrshire,  in  the  west  of  Scot- 
land, to  Counties  Londonderry  and  Antrim,  in 
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the  North  of  Ireland.  These  were  Presbyterians 
in  religious  faith,  and  were  induced  to  settle  there 
during  the  reign  of  James  I to  re-people  the  terri- 
tory left  vacant  by  the  former  Irish  occupants, 
who  could  no  longer  endure  the  oppression  of 
their  rulers.  These  Scotch  settlers  tenaciously 
professed  a religion  at  variance  with  both  the 
popular  faith  of  Ireland. and  the  belief  of  the  Eng- 
lish rulers,  and,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  various 
institutions,  notably  tithes  and  rent,  in  1718  or 
1719  they  began  to  emigrate  from  Ireland  to 
America,  and  many  followed.  Although  the  emi- 
grants were  known  as  Scotch-Irish,  from  their 
residence  in  both  countries,  the  two  nationalities 
probably  never  inter-married,  as  the  siege  of  Lon- 
donderry, in  1689,  shows  that  their  differences  were 
so  great  as  to  lead  even  to  open  war,  and  those  who 
settled  in  America  were  undoubtedly  of  pure 
Scotch  lineage. 

(I)  Robert  Darrah  was  born  in  Londonderry, 
Province  of  Ulster,  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  in  1738,  as  did  also  his  brothers, 
William  and  Arthur.  Robert  settled  in  Litchfield, 
N.  H.,  and  there  died.  The  date  of  his  death  is 
not  known,  but  he  is  recorded  as  having  served  as 
selectman  and  assessor  of  the  town  as  late  as  1782. 
He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Jane, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Agnes  McKean,  he  had 
eight  children,  Elizabeth,  Robert,  John,  James,  Polly, 
Peggy,  Jane  and  Naomi.  His  second  wife,  who 
was  a Miss  Blood,  bore  him  two  sons,  David  and 
Samuel.  Robert  Darrah  and  his  brothers  all  served 
during  the  Revolution.  When  the  news  came  of 
Lexington  and  Concord  they  joined  the  London- 
derry militia  and  hurried  to  Boston,  where  they 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  the  siege 
of  Boston.  William  remained  in  the  service  dur- 
ing numerous  campaigns,  went  to  Quebec  undei 
General  Montgomery,  and  is  recorded  afterward  as 
promoted  in  Colonel  Nichol’s  regiment  of  militia, 
while  in  1777  he  was  attached  to  General  Wash- 
ington’s life-guard.  Robert  Darrah’s  name  ap- 
pears in  a Committee  of  Safety  appointed  for  1775 
and  1776. 

(II)  James  Darrah  was  born  Nov.  29,  1754, 
in  Litchfield,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1829,  in  Bedford, 
N.  H.,  where  he  had  settled  in  1790.  In  1774  he 
married  Sarah  Kidder,  and  they  had  ten  children, 
as  follows : Sarah,  born  Dec.  2,  1775,  who  died 
Aug.  23,  1778;  Jane,  Nov.  27,  1777,  who  married 
Job  Bailey,  of  Merrimack,  and  died  Nov.  15,  1822; 
James,  Jr.,  April  3,  1780,  deceased  May  10,  1849, 
who  married  Submit  Walker,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Atwood,  of  Bedford,  formerly  of  Plymouth,  Mass. ; 
John,  April  12,  1782,  who  died  May  3,  1821,  in 
Hollis,  Maine;  Robert  Kidder,  July  28,  1784,  who 
married  Jan.  24,  1809,  Polly,  daughter  of  James 
Walker,  of  Bedford;  Isaac,  Dec.  17,  1786,  who 
married  Rachel  Watts,  of  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  and 
died  Nov.  13,  1867;  William  Anderson,  March  5, 
1788,  who  lived  only  a short  time;  Sarah,  March 


30,  1791,  who  married  Dec.  7,  1815,  Adam  Smith, 
of  Merrimack;  Polly,  July  ii,  1793,  who  married 
Daniel  Watts,  of  Londonderry,  brother  of  Mrs. 
Isaac  Darrah;  and  Thomas  M.,  May  31,  179^>  who 
died  May  14,  1803. 

(III)  Isaac  Darrah  was  born  in  Bedford,  Dec. 
17,  1786,  and  died  there  Nov.  13,  1867.  He  was 
married  Feb.  18,  1816,  to  Rachel  Watts,  daughter 
of  Hugh  Watts,  who  came  from  Londonderry,  Ire- 
land, to  America  in  infancy.  Children  were  born 
to  this  union  as  follows:  Isaac  Watts,  Sept.  30, 
1817,  who  married  Sept.  24,  1850,  Sarah  Maria 
Hadley,  of  Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  and  died  in  Man- 
chester, N.  H.,  April  30,  1897;  Martha  Woodbury, 
Sept.  3,  1819,  who  married  (first)  Nov.  9,  1842, 
Edson  Warrenir,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  (second) 
March  15,  i860,  Luther  Coggin,  of  Amherst,  N. 
H.,  and  who  died  in  Amherst,  Nov.  27,  1887 ; Rufus 
Trask;  Mary  Ann;  Sarah  Susan;  John  Sullivan; 
Wingate  Milton;  Calista  Jane,  and  Juliet.  Isaac 
Darrah  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land,  kept  in  the  highest  state  of 
cultivation.  He  was  a man  of  industrious  habits, 
possessed  a fine  face  and  physique,  and  lived  to 
the  ripe  age  of  eighty. 

(IV)  Rufus  Trask  Darrah  was  born  in  Bed- 
ford, N.  H.,  Feb.  II,  1829,  and  died  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  March  10,  1894.  He  became  a locomotive 
engineer  and  followed  that  calling  nearly  all  his 
life.  He  was  first  employed  on  the  Concord  rail- 
road and  continued  so  for  several  years,  but  in 
1865  removed  to  Newport  and  worked  on  the 
Old  Colony  railroad,  running  from  Boston  to  New- 
port. In  political  matters  he  was  a Republican, 
while  in  religious  faith  he  was  a Baptist,  belonging 
to  the  Second  Church  of  Newport.  Before  moving 
to  Newport  Mr.  Darrah  had  belonged  to  the  ist 
Company  of  Infantry  in  the  9th  Regiment  of  New 
Hampshire  militia,  and  May  22,  1849,  was  ap- 
pointed ensign.  He  became  lieutenant  of  the  same 
company  Aug.  24,  1849,  and  held  the  rank  till 
March  24,  1851,  when  he  resigned. 

Rufirs  T.  Darrah  was  united  in  marriage,  Oct. 
4,  i860,  to  Eliza  Frances  Carey,  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  the  daughter  of  Hazel  and  Eliza  Durfee 
(Sisson)  Carey.  Three  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  viz.:  Rufus  Elmer,  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view; William  Francis,  born  in  Fall  River,  Aug. 
12,  1862,  an  assistant  engineer  in  the  United  States 
navy,  who  died  unmarried  at  Mare  Island,  Cali- 
fornia, Feb.  25,  1889 ; and  Lillian  May,  born  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  Sept.  27,  1876,  who  is  unmarried, 
and  resides  with  her  mother  at  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire. 

(V)  Rufus  Elmer  Darrah  was  born  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  July  24,  1861,  and  was  but  four  years 
old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Newix)rt,  R.  I. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Rogers  high  school  of  the  latter 
city,  after  which  he  spent  several  months  as  a clerk 
in  the  People’s  Free  Library.  The  next  seven  years 
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of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  employ  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  Company,  which  he  served  in  vari- 
ous capacities.  During  all  this  time  he  devoted 
his  leisure  moments  to  study,  acquiring  a knowledge 
of  Greek,  Latin  and  French,  and  in  1885  he  en- 
tered Harvard  Medical  College,  having  saved 
enough  money  from  his  earnings  to  carry  him 
through  his  course.  He  would  have  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1888,  but  shortly  before  graduation 
time  he  received  a position  as  house  officer  at  the 
Children's  Hospital  in  Boston,  and  it  was  not  un- 
til 1890  that  he  actually  received  the  degree  of 
IM.  D.  from  Harvard.  The  year  1888  he  spent  in 
the  Children’s  Hospital  and  on  Jan.  i,  1889,  he  be- 
came house  officer,  physician  and  surgeon  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  Dr.  Darrah  was  then  appointed  physician 
at  quarantine  by  the  board  of  health  and  discharged 
those  duties  for  a little  over  a year,  during  the 
same  time  being  assistant  resident  physician  of 
public  institutions  on  Deer  Island,  Boston  Harbor. 

In  1892  Dr.  Darrah  resigned  his  official  po- 
sitions and  opened  an  office  in  Boston,  where  he 
engaged  in  a private  practice  until  1896,  at  the  same 
time  acting  by  appointment  as  'physician  and  sur- 
geon to  the  Boston  Dispensary.  Upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  of  Bos- 
ton by  the  board  of  health,  one  of  the  first  appoint- 
ments made  was  that  of  Dr.  Darrah  as  member 
of  this  board,  and  he  served  as  one  of  the  medical 
inspectors  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city  until 
his  removal  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  This  re- 
moval occurred  in  February,  1896,  as  the  Doctor 
believed  that  an  even  better  opening  lay  before  him 
in  Newport.  He  already  stands  in  the  front  rank 
of  Newport’s  practitioners,  and  his  practice  is 
growing  steadily.  He  is  connected  with  a number 
of  professional  organizations,  such  as  the  Newport 
Medical  Society,  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
the  ^Massachusetts  IMedical  Society,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association.  He  also  retains  member- 
ship in  Boston  in  the  Society  for  Medical  Improve- 
ment, in  the  City  Hospital  Alumni  Association, 
the  Children’s  Hospital  Alumni  xNssociation,  the 
Harvard  Medical  Alumni  Association,  and  the 
Boylston  IMedical  Association  of  Boston.  Since 
settling  in  Newport  Dr.  Darrah  has  been  a member 
of  the  city  board  of  health,  serving  for  several  years 
as  president  of  the  board,  and  he  is  also  the  New- 
port county  member  of  the  State  board  of  health, 
on  which  board  he  has  served  for  several  years. 
As  a member  of  the  board  of  Health  Dr.  Darrah 
has  rendered  the  city  very  valuable  service  in  vari- 
ous ways,  but  perhaps  more  particularly  in  the  ma- 
terial improvement  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  city.  In  this  cause  he  gave  much  study  to  the 
cause  of  typhoid  fever  germs,  and  as  a result  has 
wonderfully  lessened  the  chances  of  an  epidemic  of 
that  disease  in  the  city. 

^ Dr.  Darrah  is  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  famili- 
arize himself  with  every  new  discovery  in  the  medi 


cal  science  as  well  as  in  surgery,  and  is  endowed  in 
an  unusual  degree  with  the  qualities  which  con- 
stitute a good  physician  and  surgeon.  In  his 
numerous  operations  he  has  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful, and  has  won  for  himself  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  a skilled  and  proficient  surgeon.  He  holds 
the  appointment  of  medical  examiner  for  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. 

In  political  sentiment  Dr.  Darrah  is  a strong 
Republican.  He  has  been  a member  of  Newport’s 
school  board  for  a number  of  years.  During  his 
first  years  in  the  city  he  also  did  a citizen’s  part 
as  a member  of  the  Phoenix  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  of  the  volunteer  fire'  department.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  very  active,  belonging  to  a number  of 
organizations,  viz. : St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A. 
F.  & A.  IM.,  of  Newport,  which  he  joined  in  1882; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; DeBlois  Coun- 
cil, No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  Knights  Templar,  of  Newport,  and  Pales- 
tine Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Provi- 
dence. He  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  includ- 
ing the  Rhode  Island  Sovereign  Consistory  at 
Providence.  He  is  also  a member  of  Weenat 
Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  Improved  Order  of  Red 
IMen ; Newport  Lodge,  No.  104,  B.  P.  O.  of  Elks; 
the  Newport  County  Club,  and  the  Newport  Auto- 
mobile Club.  He  is  also  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Newport  Artillery  Company,  which  is  the  old- 
est active  military  organization  in  the  United 
States. 

On  Dec.  5,  1895,  Dr.  Darrah  was  married  to 
\dctoria  A.  Ragsdale,  of  Georgia,  daughter  of  John 
and  Alartha  Ann  (Worthen)  Ragsdale. 

Dr.  Darrah  is  a man  who  possesses  a most  ac- 
tive mind  and  quick  perceptions,  and  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  is  never  satisfied  with  present 
achievements.  He  is  constantly  studying,  keeping 
himself  always  in  touch  with  the  latest  professional 
discoveries  and  theories  of  the  day,  and  as  a result 
is  frequently  sought  in  consultation  by  his  brother 
physicians,  who  recognize  his  skill  and  knowledge, 
which  has  been  acquired  by  wide  experience.  Dr. 
Darrah  has  a large  and  lucrative  practice  in  his 
chosen  profession,  and  as  a practitioner  has  • been 
exceptionally  successful,  enjoying  to  a marked  de- 
gree the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  patients. 

DAVID  STEVENS,  who  passed  away  Oct. 
loth,  1907,  at  his  home  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  which 
city  he  was  serving  as  clerk  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  his  community 
and  was  descended  from  a family  prominent  in  the 
city  and  State,  being  a son  of  the  late  Pardon  W. 
Stevens,  who  was  at  one  time  lieutenant-governor  of 
Rhode  Island. 

The  first  authentic  records  known  of  this  branch 
of  the  Stevens  family  are  concerning  Thomas  Ste- 
vens, who  was  born  about  1722,  and  died  March  4, 
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1801,  the  day  of  the  first  inauguration  of  President 
Thomas  Jefferson.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  the 
s6n  of  Thomas  StevenSj  of  Newport,  shipwright, 
who  married  Frances,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Katharine  (Holmes)  Gardner.  This  first  Thomas 
Stevens  was  made  a freeman  of  Newport  in  1723, 
having  bought  property  on  Washington  street  about 
that  time.  The  second  Thomas  Stevens  was  a 
famous  cutler,  and  is  said  to  have  manufactured 
knives  for  the  fishermen  of  the  Vineyard,  Cape  Cod, 
and  all  the  fishing  ports  on  the  Massachusetts  coast, 
no  other  knives  being  thought  equal  to  Stevens’ 
Knives.  He  also  manufactured  skates  that  were 
very  well  known.  Rachel,  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Stevens  (2),  died  i\lay  7,  1841,  aged  ninety-one 
years. 

Samuel  Stevens,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Rachel 
Stevens,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Newport  Light  Infantry  Com- 
pany which  was  established  in  1774.  In  1776  he 
was  appointed  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Caleb  Carr’s 
Company,  Col.  William  Richmond's  Regiment.  This 
regiment  was  taken  into  the  Continental  Line  in 
September,  1776,  and  was  sent  to  New  Jersey, 
being  present  at  the  battle  of  Red  Bank.  Tra- 
dition says  that  Samuel  Stevens  died  in  battle  in 
1777.  He  married  Ruth  Fry. 

David  Stevens,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth 
(Fry)  Stevens,  was  born  in  Newport  and  died  there. 
He  married  July  21,  1795,  Elizabeth,  the  daughter 
of  Noah  White,  and  a direct  descendant  of  William 
White,  one  of  the  passengers  of  the  “Mayflower” 
in  1620. 

Pardon  W.  Stevens,  the  son  of  David  and  Eliza- 
beth (White)  Stevens,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1815,  in 
Newport,  in  which  city  he  passed  away  on  April 
19,  1875.  He  had  but  little  opportunity  for  obtain- 
ing an  education,  but  was  industrious  and  persever- 
ing. Early  in  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  mason, 
which  he  pursued  for  several  years,  after  which  he 
was  for  a number  of  years  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale fish  business,  in  which  business  he  was  a pio- 
neer in  Newport.  His  great  good  sense  and  entire 
probity  of  character  commended  him  to  the  appro- 
bation of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  an  old-time 
Whig  in  his  politics,  and  upon  the  approach  of  the 
Civil  war  he  became  a Republican.  He  was  elected 
to  the  common  council  in  1854,  and  re-elected  in 
1857,  when  he  became  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  of  the  city.  In  the  attempt  to  disturb  the 
sanctity  of  the  judgments  of  the  Supreme  court 
made  from  1857  to  i860  he  took  sides  with  the 
court,  and  consented  to  become  a candidate  for  the 
General  Assembly,  and  was  elected  to  the  Lower 
House  in  1859  upon  that  issue.  He  continued  to 
be  re-elected  to  that  office  up  to  1863,  when  he  was 
returned  to  the  State  Senate,  where  he  served  un- 
til he  was  elected  lieutenant-governor,  coming  into 
office  with  General  Burnside  in  1868.  He  was  lieu- 
tenant-governor for  four  years,  the  last  year 
failing  of  an  election  by  the  people,  but 


was  elected  by  the  General  Assembly.  Early  in 
1872  Governor  Stevens  was  appointed  an  in- 
spector of  customs  for  the  port  of  Newport, 
which  office  he  held  until  his  health  failed,  and  he 
was  from  that  cause  compelled  to  resign.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  was  exceedingly  active  in  attend- 
ing to  the  wants  and  mitigating  the  hardships  of  the 
soldiers.  In  public  life  he  was  always  attentive  and 
faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
never  betrayed  a friend,  nor  soiled  his  hand  with 
the  touch  of  a penny  which  was  not  honestly  his. 
No  more  honest-hearted,  incorruptible  and  patriotic 
man  ever  held  public  position  in  this  State,  and  yet, 
so  modest  and  unassuming  was  he  on  all  occasions, 
only  those  who  knew  him  intimately  could  fully 
appreciate  his  sterling  worth. 

Governor  Stevens  married  in  December,  1837, 
Abby  C.  Thurston,  the  daughter  of  William  C.  and 
Patience  (Young)  Thurston,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children : David,  who  is  mentioned 
below  ; William  T.,  who  resides  in  Fall  River,  Mass. ; 
Frances,  who  married  Henry  Augustus  Kaull,  and 
is  now  deceased ; and  Thomas,  who  is  now  deceased. 

David  Stevens,  son  of  the  late  Lieut. -Gov.  Par- 
don W.  and  Abby  C.  (Thurston)  Stevens,  was 
born  July  9,  1841,  in  Newport,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  received  his  early  edu- 
cational training.  His  business  career  was  begun 
in  the  carpet  establishment  of  the  late  William  C. 
Cozzens,  where  he  remained  three  years,  and  then 
spent  six  years  in  the  establishment  of  the  late  Ed- 
ward W.  Lawton. 

In  politics  ]Mr.  Stevens  was  a Republican,  but 
he  always  reserved  the  right  to  advocate  whatever 
seemed  to  him  best  for  the  party  and  the  community. 
His  first  political  experience  was  gained  in  his  two 
years’  service  on  the  state  tax  commission.  He  was 
librarian  of  the  People's  Library  from  July  15, 
1876,  until  June  28,  1892,  being  identified  with  much 
of  the  growth  of  that  institution.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  common  council,  representing  the 
Second  ward  in  1898-1900,  being  on  the  committees 
on  street  lights,  water  supply,  health  and  sanitation, 
revision  of  the  city  ordinances  and  finance,  and  dur- 
ing his  last  year  in  the  city  council  being  chainnan 
of  the  committee  on  Finance.  Elected  city  clerk  July 
12,  1902,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
William  G.  Stevens,  he  had  been  re-elected  to  the 
position  by  the  city  council  in  each  succeeding  Janu- 
ary and  by  the  representative  council  in  January, 
1907.  He  was  for  two  years  a member  of  the  State 
board  of  valuation,  during  which  time  he  visited 
every  city,  town  and  hamlet  in  the  State  and  made 
a careful  calculation  of  the  tax  value  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  made  a master  Mason  in  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  in  1867,  and 
was  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the  city.  In  1875 
he  was  one  of  the  members  active  in  forming  St. 
Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  and  was  made  master  of  that 
organization  in  1883.  He  was  a jiast  high  ])riest  of 
Newport  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  hacl  also  held 
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high  offices  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State.  He 
was  eminent  commander  of  Washington  Comman- 
dery  in  1874,  and  had  been  for  many  years  its 
efficient  recorder.  He  was  also  a member  of  De- 
Blois  Council,  No.  5,  Royal  and  Select  Masters. 
In  all  these  bodies  he  took  an  active  part  and  no 
man  will  be  more  missed  in  Masonic  circles  than  he. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  the  first  regent  of  Coronet  Council, 
No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum;  a past  Avarden  of  Malbone 
Lodge,  No.  93,  New  England  Order  of  Protection ; 
secretary  of  the  St.  John’s  Mutual  Beneficial  Asso- 
ciation ; a former  financier  of  Ocean  Lodge,  No.  7, 
A.  O.  U.  \X. ; a member  of  the  New  England 
Workmen;  financier  of  Miantonomi  Commandery, 
Lhiited  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross ; a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution; 
and  a member  of  the  Miantonomi,  Lawrence  and 
County  Clubs. 

Mr.  Stevens  ever  gave  a large  share  of  his  time 
and  labors  to  any  institution  or  organization  with 
which  he  was  connected.  As  a member  of  the  city 
council  he  gave  much  thought  and  time  to  the  con- 
sideration of  financial  problems  and  many  of  his 
suggestions  were  incorporated  in  the  city’s  financial 
IK)licy.  As  city  clerk  his  experience  as  State  tax 
commissioner  and  city  council  member  made  him  an 
especially  valued  official,  and  his  counsel  to  various 
finance  committees,  in  the  preparation  of  the  tax 
budgets  and  the  adoption  of  financial  plans,  with 
his  general  knowledge  of  public  affairs,  was  of  great 
assistance  in  many  ways  in  directing  the  business 
of  the  city.  In  fraternal  associations  he  was  al- 
ways active  and  took  upon  himself  labors  for  their 
interests  wffiich  others  shunned,  and  as  frequently 
as  any  other  was  appointed  on  special  committees. 

Altogether,  he  was  one  of  the  best  known  citi- 
zens of  Newport.  He  had  long  been  an  earnest 
worker  for  the  best  interests  in  municipal  affairs 
and  his  long  and  active  public  life  had  made  him 
particularly  w^ell  fitted  for  his  duties  as  city  clerk. 
His  knowledge  of  books,  gained  by  his  many  years 
in  the  People’s  Library,  was  extensive,  but  his 
knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  in  the  city  of  New- 
port, gained  by  his  long  association  with  men  and 
affairs,  was  even  more  extensive.  In  many  re- 
spects a typical  Newporter,  descended  from  a family 
prominent  in  the  city  and  State,  his  interests  w^ere 
all  centered  here  and  his  labors  were 
all  directed  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  city.  A 
deep  thinker,  a stalwart  fighter,  and  a keen  student 
of  human  nature,  Mr.  Stevens’  advice  and  opinion 
were  freely  given  in  matters  of  moment.  His  na- 
ture was  peculiarly  helpful  to  others  and  many  a 
young  man  received  from  him  the  first  direction 
for  concentration  of  his  efforts  along  the  right  line. 
He  had  long  been  a strong  personality  in  the  com- 
munity and  one  that  will  be  much  missed. 

David  Stevens  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Helen  Armington,  of  Newport,  who  died 
April  13,  1866,  aged  twenty-six  years.  On  Oct. 
2,  1876,  he  was  married  (second)  to  Sarah  Barstow 


Munro,  daughter  of  the  late  George  Clinton  and 
Elizabeth  Thurston  Melville  Munro,  of  Newport, 
and  to  this  last  union  w'ere  born  two  daughters, 
^Katharine  AI.  Stevens,  who  with  her  mother  sur- 
vives, and  Mary  Pratt,  who  died  in  infancy. 

KIMBALL.  Eor  generations  the  Rhode  Island 
branch  of  the  ancient  Alassachusetts  Kimballs  have 
lived  and  died  in  and  about  Providence,  the  home 
of  the  earlier  generations  here  being  largely  in  the 
old  town  of  Providence,  out  of  which  came  a num- 
ber of  the  present  towns  in  Providence  county. 
But  in  Alassachusetts  the  family  is  an  ancient  one 
of  some  270  and  more  years’  standing,  and  Ips- 
wich was  the  home  of  Richard  Kimball,  the  immi- 
grant English  settler,  an  active  and  prominent  man 
there.  Here  in  and  about  Providence  of  more  re- 
cent generations  have  figured  such  men  as  Dean 
Kimball,  of  Johnston  birth,  who  allied  himself  by 
marriage  with  a direct  descendant  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams of  the  Williams  name;  Jarvis  Kimball,  of 
Scituate  and  Glocester;  Dean  Kimball,  the  third  of 
the  name  in  direct  line,  of  Scituate,  Warwick  and 
Providence ; Emery  Sheldon  Kimball,  long  an  active 
and  successful  business  man  of  the  city,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  present  business  house  of  Kim- 
ball & Colwell  and  now  living  retired ; and  his  son, 
Hon.  Charles  Dean  Kimball,  who  was  his  father’s 
successor  and  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
extensive  pork  packing  and  wholesale  provision 
house  of  the  Kimball  & Colwell  Co.,  and  who  has 
served  his  State  both  as  lieutenant-governor  and 
governor.  He  was  the  first  governor  inaugurated 
in  the  new  capitol. 

This  article  is  to  deal  in  brief  with  the  gene- 
alogy and  lives  of  this  branch  of  the  Alassachusetts- 
Rhode  Island  Kimball  family,  the  arrangement  be- 
ing chronological. 

(I)  Richard  Kimball,  of  the  parish  of  Rattles- 
den.  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  with  his  family, 
came  to  New  England  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth”  in 
1634,  arriving  at  Boston,  and  thence  went  to  Water- 
town,  Alass.  He  soon  became  a prominent  and 
active  man  in  the  new  settlement,  was  proclaimed 
a freeman  in  1635,  and  was  a proprietor  in  1636-37. 
Soon  thereafter  he  removed  to  Ipswich,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  services  as 
a wheelwright  were  very  much  appreciated.  Mr. 
Kimball  married  Ursula,  daughter  of  Henry  Scott, 
of  Rattlesden,  and  (second)  Oct.  23,  1661,  Mrs. 
Alargaret  Dow,  of  Hampton,  N.  H.  He  died  June 
22,  1675.  His  widow  died  Alarch  i,  1676.  His 
children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  and  all  born  in 
England  except  the  youngest  child,  were;  Abigail, 
Henry,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  Alary,  Alartha,  John, 
Thomas  and  Sarah. 

(H)  John  Kimball,  born  in  1631,  married, 
about  1655,  Alary  Bradstreet,  who  was  born  in  1633, 
in  England,  and  with  her  parents  came  to  New 
England  in  the  same  ship  with  Mr.  Kimball.  The 
latter  united  with  the  church  Alarch  8,  1673.  By 
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trade  Mr.  Kimball  was  a wheelwright,  but  by  oc- 
cupation he  seems  to  have  been  also  an  extensive 
farmer.  He  died  May  6,  1698.  His  children,  all 
born  in  Ipswich,  were : John,  Mary,  Sarah,  Han- 
nah, Rebecca,  Richard,  Elizabeth,  Abigail,  John, 
Benjamin,  Moses,  Aaron  and  Joseph. 

(III)  Joseph  Kimball,  born  Jan.  24,  1675,  mar- 
ried Sarah,  and  resided  in  Ipswich.  He  died  in 
1761.  His  children,  all  born  in  Ipswich,  were: 
Sarah,  Joseph,  Philemon,  Eunice,  Mercy,  Daniel, 
Stephen,  Joshua  and  Dean. 

(IV)  Dean  Kimball,  born  Sept.  8,  1717,  mar- 
ried Abigail,  and  lived  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  and 
Glocester,  R.  I.  Mr.  Kimball  died  in  1771,  in 
Johnston,  R.  I.,  his  wdfe  surviving  him.  Their 
children  were:  Benjamin,  Amos,  Sarah,  Elizabeth, 
Rhoda,  Joshua  and  Dean. 

(V)  Dean  Kimball  (2),  born  Sept.  26,  1744, 
in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  married  Thankful  Williams, 
born  May  6,  1743,  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams. 
Mr.  Kimball  died  Jan.  10,  1814,  and  Mrs.  Kknball 
passed  away  Sept.  7,  1821.  Their  children  were: 
Jarvis  and  Abigail. 

(VI)  Jarvis  Kimball,  born  Jan.  21,  1770,  in 

Scituate,  R.  I.,  married  in  1788  Phebe  Irons,  who 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1770,  a descendant  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. She  died  in  1796.  ]\Ir.  Kimball  died  July 

18,1837.  Their  children  were  : Thankful,  Stephen, 
Sally  and  Dean. 

(VH)  Dean  Kimball  was  born  Jan.  24,  1795, 
in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother 
was  brought  up  by  his  grandfather.  Dean  Kimball. 
He  married  May  19,  1816,  Lydia  Luther,  born  in 
1792,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Wait  (Sheljon) 
Luther,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.  Benjamin  Luther  (son 
of  Consider)  and  his  brother  Stephen  fought  at 
Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  Kimball  was  a farmer.  In  1842  he 
removed  to  Warwick,  remaining  there  until  1854, 
when  he  went  to  Providence,  and  there  died  May 
I,  1875;  he  was  buried  in  the  family  burying- 
ground  on  the  Kimball  farm  in  Scituate.  His  wife 
died  Sept.  7,  1867,  in  Providence,  and  is  buried  in 
the  family  burying-ground  in  Scituate.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Phebe  Alvira,  born  Jan.  9,  1817,  mar- 
ried Isaac  Johnson  Kelton,  and  died  April  9,  1892; 
Amy  Dexter,  born  Aug.  29,  1818,  died  Feb.  26, 
1820;  Maria,  born  July  8,  1820,  married,  in  1840, 
Joseph  Clark  Potter,  of  Providence,  and  died  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  27,  1896;  Fenner,  born  Oct. 
6,  1822,  was  a member  of  the  Wisconsin  Legis- 
lature, president  of  the  Bower,  City  Bank,  and  died 
March  6,  1899,  at  Janesville,  Wis. ; Emeline,  born 
Sept.  2,  1824,  married  Job  Johnson,  of  Scituate, 
and  died  Sept.  10,  1864;  Louise,  born  May  ii, 
1826,  died  Oct.  4,  1843,  in  Warwick,  R.  I. ; Emery 
Sheldon  was  born  March  21,  1830;  Sarah  Frances, 
born  June  6,  1832,  married  May  19,  1853,  John 
Harvey -Higgins,  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  where  she 
died  April  6,  1906.  Dean  Kimball  was  a Whig 
in  politics,  later  a Republican,  and  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Dorr  Legislature. 


(VHI)  Emery  Sheldon  Kimball,  born  March 
21,  1830,  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  school  days  in  Scituate,  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  two  years  of  that 
time  working  in  the  mills,  “piecing  backside  of 
mules”  for  William  Roberts.  In  the  fall  of  1842 
he  came  to  Providence  and  lived  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  J.  C.  Potter,  and  attended  school,  after- 
ward joining  his  parents  in  Warwick.  In  1846, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  went  to  East  Greenwich, 
and  learned  the  painting  business  with  his  brother 
Fenner.  The  longing  for  the  sea  possessed  him  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  and  he  shipped  for  New  Orleans, 
remaining  there  on  towboats  until  taken  ill,  when 
he  returned  home.  From  1852  to  1854  he  engaged 
in  house  painting  in  Boston.  In  1854  he  became 
an  employee  of  D.  D.  Sweet  & Co.,  engaged  in 
the  sash,  blind  and  glazing  business  on  Canal  street, 
in  Providence,  and  with  them  remained  until  1866. 
Saving  his  first  money,  $1,700,  he  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Marshall  and 
Westminster  streets,  and  continued  there  for  three 
years,  thence  removing  to  the  corner  of  Almy  and 
Westminster  streets,  and  having  Joshua  Colwell 
as  a partner.  In  the  fall  of  1873  Kimball  & Col- 
well bought  out  Bagge  & Williams,  pork  packers 
on  Washington  street,  and  there  Mr.  Kimball  re- 
mained in  active  business  until  1891,  when  ill 
health  caused  his  retirement.  Years  ago  he  was 
a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  Canoni- 
cus  Lodge  and  Narragansett  Encampment.  On 
Nov.  22,  1854,  he  married  Mary  Charlotte  Briggs, 
born  Nov.  12,  1832,  daughter  of  Gideon  Carr  and 
IMarcy  (Greene)  Briggs.  Their  only  child,  Charles 
Dean,  was  born  Sept.  13,  1859.  Mr.  Kimball  is 
now  living  retired  in  Providence. 

(IX)  Charles  Dean  Kimball,  only  son  of 
Emery  Sheldon  Kimball,  was  born  Sept.  13,  1859, 
in  Providence,  R.  L,  on  Christian  Hill,  then  High 
(now  Westminster)  street.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and 
almost  at  once  after  leaving  school  began  his  busi- 
ness career,  working  for  Rice,  Draper  & Co.,  whole- 
sale paints  and  oils,  for  six  months,  and  next  en- 
tering the  employ  of  what  was  then  the  firm  of 
Kimball  & Colwell,  of  which  his  father  was  one 
of  the  founders  in  1873.  He  remained  in  the  em- 
ploy of  that  firm  until  1892,  when  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  father  in  the  business.  In  1888 
he  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  In  1899,  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Colwell,  the  latter’s  son,  Lewis  N., 
who  had  been  previously  admitted  to  the  firm,  be- 
came an  equal  owner,  and  the  business  was  con- 
tinued under  the  same  name  until  1900,  when  in- 
corporation papers  were  taken  out  under  the  State 
laws,  the  name  then  being  changed  to  the  Kimball 
& Colwell  Company,  with  Charles  Dean  Kimball 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  business  of  this 
firm  has  developed  to  very  extensive  proportions 
for  an  eastern  packing  house,  giving  employment 
to  over  fifty  hands,  and  having  a trade  extending 
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from  Boston,  Mass.,  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.  Mri  Marian  Dean.  Mr.  Kimball  maintains  a pew  at  Dr.  IL 
C.  D.  Kimball  has  conducted  his  part  of  the  affairs  Lord’s  Church  (Unitarian).  || 

of  the  firm  with  energ}-  and  skill.  j 

Previous  to  1894  Mr.  Kimball’s  connection  with  CHASE.  The  Chase  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  New  j 
public  affairs  had  not  been  that  of  a participant,  England  families,  having  been  planted  on  the 
but  in  that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Rhode  Island  shores  of  the  New  World  but  a decade  after  the  set- 
House  of  Representatives,  from  the  city  of  Provi-  tlement  at  Plymouth.  The  emigrant  ancestor  was 
dence,  and  was  re-elected  each  succeeding  year  until  William  Chase,  of  Yarmouth  and  Roxbury,  and 
1900,  when  he  was  elected  lieutenant-governor,  members  of  the  family  settled  in  Swansea  and 
He  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  death  of  Gov-  neighboring  towns  in  Alassachusetts  and  adjacent 
ernor  Gregory,  Dec.  16,  1901,  when  he  became  portions  of  Rhode  Island,  and  many  of  them  have  ! 
under  the  law  the  acting  governor  for  the  remain-  been  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
der  of  the  year.  As  he  had  been  re-elected  lieu-  (I)  William  Chase,  born  about  1595,  in  Eng-  11 
tenant-governor  in  November,  1901,  and  Governor  land,  with  wife  !Mary  and  son  William,  came  to  1 
Gregory  also  having  been  re-elected.  Lieutenant-  America  in  the  ship  with  Governor  Winthrop  and  i 
Governor  Elect  Kimball  was  inaugurated  governor  his  colony  in  1630,  settling  first  in  Roxbury.  He  j 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  .Island  and  Providence  Plan-  soon  became  a member  of  the  church  of  which  the  j| 

tations  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1902,  and  served  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  Apostle  to  the  Indians,  was  ■ 

one  year.  He  was  the  first  governor  inaugurated  pastor.  On  Oct.  19,  1630,  he  applied  for  freeman- 

in  the  new  capitol.  ship  and  was  admitted  a freeman  May  14,  1634.  In  j 

Among  Governor  Kimball’s  important  recom-  1637,'  or  thereabouts,  he  became  one  of  the  com- 
mendations were  that  the  tax  laws  be  revised  so  pany  who  made  a new  settlement  at  Yarmouth,  of 
that  tangible  personal  property  would  be  taxed  in  which  town  he  was  fiiade  constable  in  1639.  He 
the  town  where  it  is  located;  also  that  the  governor  resided  at  Yarmouth  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  inr 

be  given  the  veto  power,  and  that  the  State  elections  May,  1659.  His  widow  died  the  following  Octo- 

be  biennial  instead  of  annual.  While  a member  of  ber.  Their  children  were : William,  born  about 
the  House  of  Representatives  ]^lr.  Kimball  was  1622,  in  England;  Mary,  born  in  May,  1637,  in 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Special  Legislation  Roxbury;  and  Benjamin,  born  in  1639,  in  Yar- 
and  frecpiently  served  on  important  special  com-  mouth. 

mittees.  He  was  chairman  of  the  special  committee  (H)  William  Chase  (2),  son  of  William  and 
to  investigate  the  cotton  industry ; was  a member  Mary,  born  about  1622,  in  England,  came  to  Amer- 
of  the  special  committee  to  investigate  the  State  ica  with  his  parents,  inarried  and  was  a resident  of 
College  of  Agriculture  and  ^Mechanic  Arts  at  Kings-  Yarmouth.  He  died  Feb.  .27,  168^.  His  children 
ton;  was  a member  of  the  special  committee  on  were:  William,  Jacol^,  John,  Elizabeth,  Abraham, 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State;  and  was  Jose])h,  Benjamin  and  Samuel.  ' 

a member  of  the  committee  which  revised  the  (HI)  Benjamin  Chase,  son  of  William  (2), 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House  of  Repre-  married  Sept.  21,  1696,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Amey 
sentatives,  and  framed  a new  set  of  rules  Borden,  born  May  30,  1678,  daughter  of  John  and 
that  are  now  in  use.  As  lieutenant-governor  Mary  (Earle)  Borden,  and  their  children,  according 
being  a member  of  the  Senate,  he  was  elected  a to  Chase  Genealogy,  were : Patience,  born  April 
member  of  the  Senate  committee  appointed  to  in-  16,  1699;  Elizabeth,  June  16,  1701;  Amey,  July  21, 
vestigate  the  giving  of  transfers  on  street  rail-  1702;  Nathan,  Jan.  13,  1704;  Benjamin  and  Abner, 
ways.  In  addition  to  his  business  interests  already  They  lived  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island, 
mentioned  iMr.  Kimball  is  treasurer  of  the  What  (IV)  Nathan  Chase,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Cheer  Beef  Company,  of  Providence,  and  president  Amey  (Borden)  Chase,  born  Jan.  13,  I704>  rnar- 
of  the  Fall  River  Provision  Company,  of  Fall  River,  ried,  April  29,  1731,  Elizabeth  Shaw,  of  Little 
!Mass.  He  is  president  of  the  board  of  managers  Compton,  R.  I.,  and  their  children,  according  to 
of  Rhode  Island  College  of  Agriculture  and  Me-  Portsmouth  town  records,  were : Borden,  born  Feb. 
chanic  Arts  at  Kingston.  He  is  a member  of  28,  1731-2;  Holder,  Aug.  24,  17331  Arney,  Dec.  6, 
Adelphoi  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  and  Providence  1734;  Clark,  May  2,  1736;  Anna,  April  12,  173^1 
Chapter;  and  he  belongs  to  the  following  clubs:  Content,  July  5,  1741:  Benjamin,  Dec.  25,  17471 
Elmwood,  Providence  Central,  Pomham  and  Com-  and  Hannah,  March  15,  1749-50. 
mercial.  He  is  a member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  (V)  Holder  Chase,  son  of  Nathan  and  Eliza- 
W'ars,  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Chamber  of  beth,  born  Aug.  24,  I733>  married,  Feb.  21,  ^76^^ 
Commerce,  Rhode  Island  Business  Men’s  Associa-  Freeborn  Dennis,  daughter  of  Joseph  Dennis,  and 
tion.  Sons  of  American  Revolution,  Unitarian  Club  their  children  were:  Nathan,  Sarah,  Nathan  (2), 
and  First  Light  Infantry  Veterans  Association.  Anna,  Eliza,  Borden,  Amey,  Abner,  Glark  and 

On  Nov.  24,  1885,  Mr.  Kimball  was  married  to  Freeborn. 

Miss  Gertrude  Greenalgh,  of  Providence,  but  a (VI)  Clark  Chase,  son  of  Holder,  was  born  m 
native  of  Fall  River,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  La-  Portsmouth,  in  1781,  and  made  his  home  in 

vinia  (Reynolds)  Greenalgh.  Their  only  child  is  mouth  on  what  is  known  as  “Common  Fence  Point, 
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where  he  owned  120  acres  of  land,  and  where  he 
lived  during  his  active  life.  He  died  there  Oct.  i, 
1848,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  cemetery.  In  politics 
he  was  a Whig.  He  married  Ann  Borden,  who 
bore  him  nine  children,  as  follows ; Simeon,  de- 
ceased ; Amy  Ann,  who  married  Humphrey  Almy, 
and  both  died  in  Providence ; Borden,  who  was  first 
a farmer  in  Portsmouth,  which  town  he  represented 
in  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  and  in  later 
life  engaged  in  business  at  Fall  River  (he  was  the 
father  of  Simeon  B.  Chase,  treasurer  of  “King 
Philip’s”  Mills  there);  Philip  Briggs;  Sarah,  wdio 
married  Stephen  Davol,  and  died  in  Fall  River; 
Eliza,  who  married  Charles  Fowler,  and  died  in 
Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ; Charles,  who  died  in  Bristol ; 
Nathaniel  B.,  who  died  in  Providence ; and  Alfred 
Clark,  who  farms  the  old  homestead.  The  mother 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Philip  B.,  and  is  buried 
at  St.  Paul’s  cemetery. 

(VII)  Philip  Briggs  Chase,  son  of  Clark,  was 
born  on  what  is  known  as  the  old  homestead  at 
Common  Fence  Point,  where  his  father  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land.  His  opportunities  for  acquir- 
ing an  education  were  limited  to  a term  or  two  in 
the  district  schools,  but  he  studied  by  himself  and 
acquired  a vast  fund  of  general  information.  From 
an  early  age  he  worked  on  the  home  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  took  charge  of  one  of  his 
father’s  farms,  now  known  as  the  George  B.  An- 
thony farm,  and  thereon  he  was  engaged  until  1858, 
when  he  gave  up  farming  and  moved  to  East  Main 
street,  (Newtown),  in  Portsmouth,  where  he  built 
his  home.  About  that  time  he  was  elected  town 
clerk  of  Portsmouth,  and  the  duties  appertaining 
thereto  he  performed  for  a period  of  forty  years 
faithfully  and  well,  being,  at  tbe  time  of  his  death, 
the  oldest  town  clerk  with  one  exception,  in  point 
of  service  in  the  State.  Besides  his  duties  as  clerk 
he  was  a notary  public  and  settled  up  quite  a num- 
ber of  estates,  and  also  did  other  clerical  work.  In 
politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  was 
deeply  interested  in  school  matters.  From  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  had  been  a member  of  1,lie  i\Ietho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  at  different 
times  as  trustee,  teacher  of  the  Bible  class,  and  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  all  his 
habits  he  was  temperate,  and  he  abstained  from  the 
use  of  liquor  and  tobacco.  He  was  a charter  mem- 
ber and  past  master  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  in  Portsmouth.  His  wife,  Sarah  Earle 
Cook,  w'as  born  in  Portsmouth,  in  May,  1822, 
daughter  of  William  Earle  Cook,  a well  known 
blacksmith  who  attained  the  remarkable  age  of  103 
years.  Mrs.  Chase  is  still  living,  now  (1907)  be- 
ing over  eighty-five  years  of  age,  making  her  home 
in  Portsmouth  with  her  son.  Constant  C.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  iMr.  and  Airs.  Chase,  namely: 
William  Clark,  born  Sept.  10,  1840,  is  deceased; 
Eunice  Ann,  born  July  5,  1842,  married  Dr.  Benja- 


min Greene,  of  Portsmouth,  formerly  of  Exeter ; 
Philip  S.,  born  Nov.  3,  1843,  '^as  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  is  now  city  auditor  of  Providence ; 
Constant  C.,  born  Sept.  2,  1845 ! Charles  E.,  born 
Aug.  26,  1847,  is  employed  by  Weaver  & Co.,  of 
New'port;  Nancy  H.,  born  Feb.  5,  1849,  married 
George  Peckham,  and  both  are  deceased ; Sarah 
Rebecca,  born  Nov.  5,  1850,  married  Frank  L. 
Fish,  and  lives  in  Taunton,  Alass. ; Isaac  Simmons, 
born  Feb.  3,  1852,  lives  in  Providence;  and  Han- 
nah F.,  born  Feb.  5,  1854,  married  John  A.  Abbott, 
and  lives  at  Taunton,  Massachusetts. 

(VUI)  Philip  S.  Chase,  son  of  Philip  B., 
was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Nov.  3,  1843,  on  what  is 
now  the  George  B.  Anthony  farm.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Portsmouth,  and  at 
East  Greenwich  Academy  for  a period  of  six 
months,  when  fifteen  years  old,  in  1858.  This  was 
the  end  of  his  schooling.  He  later  came  to  Provi- 
dence and  took  a commercial  course  in  the  Schol- 
field  Commercial  College.  He  went  into  the  office 
of  a mechanical  engineer  and  studied  for  a short 
time,  and  then  into  the  office  of  a civil  engineer, 
where  he  remained  some  time,  but  an  attack  of 
typhoid  fever  put  an  end  to  his  work.  On  Sept. 
16.  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  F,  ist  Rhode  Island 
Light  Artillery,  under  Capt.  James  Belger,  and  was 
promoted  through  various  stages  until  Alay  14, 
1863,  he  received  his  commission  as  second  lieuten- 
ant, and  as  such  he  served  until  Nov.  2,  1864,  the 
expiration  of  his  three  years’  term  of  enlistment. 
He  was  twenty-one  years  old  the  day  following  his 
muster  out.  He  served  on  the  Burnside  Coast  Di- 
vision sent  to  North  Carolina,  remaining  there  until 
Oct.  30,  1863,  when  they  went  to  Newport  News, 
Va.,  passing  through  the  Dismal  Swamp.  Air. 
Chase  was  a participant  in  all  the  skirmishes  and 
engagements  that  took  place  in  that  section,  the 
])rincipal  ones  being  the  march  to  Goldsboro,  in 
December,  1862,  the  battles  of  Kingston,  Whitehall 
and  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  At  tbe  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign in  1864  his  battery  became  a part  of  the  Army 
of  the  James,  and  was  continually  at  the  front  at 
Richmond,  Petersburg  and  Bermuda  Hundred, 
fighting  the  last  engagement  in  September,  1864, 
at  Chapin’s  Farm,  in  front  of  Richmond.  Air. 
Chase  passed  through  the  war  without  receiving  any 
injury.  After  his  return  home  he  became  station 
agent  for  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at  North  Abing- 
ton,  Alass.,  where  he  remained  about  six  months. 
From  there  he  came  to  Providence  in  1869,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  clerking  and  bookkeeping  for 
various  parties  until  Sept.  15,  1872,  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  City  of  Providence  as  bookkeeper 
for  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners.  He  con- 
tinued in  such  position,  and  for  six  years  his  duties 
were  most  arduous,  and  after  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  was  established,  he  still  continued  in  the 
Water  Department  until  July  i,  1889,  when  he  was 
elected  Secretary  of  the  State  Bqa^  of  Soldiers 
Relief.  This  Board  was  createoTo  build  a 
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soldiers’  home.  xA.s  such  secretary  Mr.  Chase  was 
sent  to  inspect  the  homes  in  other  States,  and  the 
home  was  built  from  plans  he  suggested.  He  re- 
mained secretary  of  the  Board  until  January,  1895, 
when  he  was  elected  city  auditor,  and  he  has  been 
re-elected  annually  since  that  time  without  opposi- 
tion by  any  other  candidate.  Mr.  Chase  is  still  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Soldiers’  Relief,  and 
he  was  also  a member  of  the  State  Commission  from 
1903  to  1907,  to  re-locate  the  monuments  on  Ex- 
change Place.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  iMilitia,  commencing  as  adjutant  of 
the  1st  Light  Infantry,  and  was  the  first  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  the  Brigade,  serving  thirteen 
years  in  that  capacity.  Since  1868  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  commander  of 
Prescott  Post,  No.  i,  in  1879-80,  and  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Department  in  1883 ; was  elected  quartermas- 
ter of  Prescott  Post,  Jan.  i,  1882,  and  has  held  the 
position  continuously  since  that  time  ; has  been  assist- 
ant adjutant  general  of  the  Rhode  Island  Department 
since  Januar}-,  1894.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  In  Masonry 
he  is  a member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Portsmouth ; while  in  other  orders  he  is  a 
member  of  Hope  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Providence ; 
Royal  Arcanum ; Knights  of  Honor,  Ancient  Order 
Cnited  Workmen.  He  is  now  Grand  Treasurer  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  has  held 
offices  in  all  the  orders. 

On  Sept.  8,  1869,  Mr.  Chase  was  married  to 
Annie  Lawton  Weaver,  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and 
Abbie  D.  Weaver,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Joseph  Weaver,  born  in  Providence, 
Oct.  14,  1872,  died  there  April  19,  1889;  Abbie 
IMarsh,  born  in  Providence,  May  10,  1875,  married 
Duncan  A.  Hazard,  of  Newport;  Annie,  born  in 
Providence,  Feb.  21,  1877,  married  George  Burdick, 
and  lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, ; and  Philip  Stephen, 
Jr.,  born  in  Providence,  May  17,  1881,  is  employed 
in  the  People’s  Savings  Bank.  In  his  political  faith 
Mr.  Chase  is  an  unwavering  Republican,  and  in 
1868-69  he  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  Portsmouth. 

(VIII)  Constant  C.  Chase,  son  of  Philip  B., 
attended  the  schools  of  the  township,  and  worked 
at  home  during  his  youth.  He  was  still  but  a boy 
when  he  began  work  in  the  postoffice  of  the  Lovell 
General  Hospital,  in  Portsmouth  Grove,  where  he 
was  assistant  postmaster.  In  1864  he  accepted  the 
appointment  of  agent  for  the  Old  Colony  Railway 
Company,  as  station  agent,  and  became  the  first 
agent  of  that  road  in  that  section.  He  held  the 
position  four  years,  also  serving  as  postmaster  dur- 
ing that  time.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Abing- 
ton.  Mass.,  but  after  a short  time  resigned  in  1868, 
and  accepted  the  agency  of  the  Walter  A.  Wood 
Mowing  Machine  Company,  in  whose  interests  he 
went  to  Europe,  traveling  for  a season  through 
England,  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  also  visited 
France.  Returning  to  his  native  land  he  embarked 


in  a mercantile  business  in  1869,  taking  his  brother 
Charles  E.,  as  a partner,  the  business  being  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  C.  C.  & C.  E.  Chase. 
This  continued  with  much  success  for  thirty-one 
years,  or  until  1900.  For  a year  and  a half  Mr. 
Chase  looked  after  his  grandfather,  William  Earle 
Cook,  and  his  interests.  In  1902  he  opened  up 
business  again  at  the  old  stand,  his  son,  Archie, 
being  his  partner  in  this  venture,  and  they  are  now 
meeting  with  the  success  the  long  experience  and 
high  character  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
warrant,  while  the  junior  member  is  showing  him- 
self to  be  worthy  the  name  he  bears.  They  carry  a 
full  line  of  groceries  and  grain.  Mr.  Chase  is  a 
member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
Portsmouth,  and  of  Aquidneck  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
No.  9,  Portsmouth.  His  political  sympathies  are 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  for  three  years  he 
served  as  auditor  of  the  town.  On  Dec.  31,  1873, 
in  Portsmouth,  Mr.  Chase  married  Mary  E. 
Roberts,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Louise  (Cook) 
Roberts.  Their  children  are:  Lewis  R.,  at  home; 
Archie,  partner  in  the  firm ; Sadie  B.,  bookkeeper 
for  her  father ; and  Mary  L.  and  Annie  E.,  twins, 
at  school  in  Newport. 

. COL.  HERBERT  BLISS.  Seldom  is  one  man 
prominent  in  so  many  different  fields  of  activity  as 
Col.  Herbert  Bliss,  of  Newport,  who  is  not  only 
a successful  business  man  and  a familiar  figure  in 
social  circles,  but  who  is  also  a leader  in  civic  af- 
fairs, one  of  the  past  commanders  of  Newport’s 
famous  old  military  organizations,  the  Newport 
Artillery  Company,  dating  back  to  colonial  days, 
and  a member  of  the  highest  councils  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  He  comes  of  a family  prominently 
identified  with  the  earliest  history  of  New  England 
and  unites  in  himself  all  the  admirable  traits  of 
mind  and  heart  that  have  characterized  his  ances- 
tors, ten  generations  of  whom  have  lived  and  la- 
bored in  America. 

(I)  Thomas  Bliss,  of  Belstone  parish,  Devon- 
shire, England,  is  the  first  of  the  Bliss  family  of 
whom  any  reliable  information  can  be  gained.  He 
never  leftTiis  native  land,  where  he  was  a wealthy 
land  owner.  He  was  also  one  of  those  whose  purity 
of  life  and  simple  forms  of  worship  caused  them 
to  be  stigmatized  as  Puritans  and  become  the  object 
of  special  persecution  from  the  civil  and  religious 
authorities  under  the  direction  of  Archbishop  Laud. 
He  was  maltreated,  impoverished  and  imprisoned, 
until  finally  he  was  utterly  ruined  both  in  health 
and  estate,  by  the  hardships  and  indignities  forced 
upon  him.  The  date  of  neither  his  birth  nor  death 
is  certain,  but  it  is  supposed  he  was  born  about 
1550  or  1560,  and  that  he  died  about  the  time  his 
sons  emigrated,  in  1635,  or  a little  later.  The 
name  of  his  wife  has  never  been  ascertained,  but 
she  bore  him  five  children,  Jonathan,  Thomas, 
Elizabeth,  George  and  Mary. 

(H)  Thomas  Bliss  was  born  in  Belstone  parish 
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about  1580  or  1585,  and  was  married  in  England 
about  1612-15  to  ‘Margaret  Lawrence^  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  six  previous  to  their  j;e- 
moval  to  America,  namely ; Ann,  Mary,  Thomas^ 
Nathaniel,  Lawrence  and  Samuel,  while  Sarah, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah  and  John  were  born  in  this 
country.  Thomas  Bliss  suffered  from  persecution 
as  well  as  his  father  and  was  consequently  com- 
pelled to  flee.  In  the  fall  of  1635,  with  his  younger 
brother  George  and  their  families,  he  sailed  from 
Plymouth  to  Boston,  preferring  the  certain  hard- 
ships of  the  wilderness  to  the  persecution  at  home. 
Thomas  Bliss  settled  temporarily  at  Braintree, 
Mass.,  but  soon- removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
there  died  in  1640,  only  five  years  after  landing  in 
the  New  World. 

(III)  Thomas  Bliss  was  one  of  the  older  chil- 
dren, born  in  England,  and  was  probably  a well- 
grown  youth  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  in  1635. 
Soon  after  his  father’s  death  he  removed  from 
Hartford  to  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  acquired  con- 
siderable land  there,  but  he  sold  it  in  July,  1662, 
and  moved  to  Norwich,  whither  he  had  sent  his 
family  two  or  three  years  previously.  He  married 
Oct.  30,  1644,  a wife  whose  given  name  only  is 
known,  Elizabeth,  and  they  had  eight  children,  viz. : 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Mary,  Thomas,  Deliverance  and 
Samuel,  all  born  in  Saybrook;  Anne,  born  in  1660, 
who  was  the  second  English  child  born  in  Norwich ; 
and  Rebekah.  The  father  was  a man  of  energy, 
sound  health  and  good  judgment,  and  seems  to 
have  prospered  greatly,  for  in  his  will  he  disposed 
of  a considerable  amount  of  property. 

(IV)  Samuel  Bliss  was  born  in  Saybrook, 
Dec.  9,  1657,  but  spent  all  but  his  earliest  years  in 
Norwich.  He  married  there,  Dec.  8,  1681,  Anne 
Elderkin,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular 
young  ladies  of  the  town,  the  daughter  of  Deacon 
John  Elderkin,  who  was  among  the  early  settlers 
and  proprietors  of  Norw'ich.  Samuel  Bliss  died 
Dec.  30,  1729,  and  his  wife  survived  him  till  May 
17,  1748.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  Samuel, 
Elizabeth,  John,  Pelatiah  and  Thankful. 

(V)  Thomas  Bliss  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
Sept.  6,  1682,  and  was  married  May  27,  1708,  to 
Mary  Loomer.  He  died  from  the  bite  of  a rattle- 
snake, in  June,  1719,  leaving  four  children,  Thomas, 
Samuel,  Elijah  and  Elizabeth. 

(VI)  Elijah  Bliss  was  born  March  30,  1715, 
in  Norwich,  and  spent  his  life  in  that  town.  He 
married  there,  Nov.  7,  1737,  Martha  Markum,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  Thomas,  Martha,  Elijah, 
Jr.,  Elizabeth  and  Abigail. 

(VII)  Thomas  Bliss  was  born  May  2,  1740, 
and  in  mature  years  became  a boatman.  He  mar- 
ried and  had  three  children,  John,  Elizabeth  and 
Daniel. 

(VIII)  Capt.  John  Bliss  was  born  in  Norwich 
about  1762,  and  became  a lifelong  mariner.  He 
w-as  married  about  1783  to  Nancy  Williams,  of 


Norwich,  who  was  born  in  Preston,  Conn.,  about 
1768,  and  who  lived  for  nearly  a century,  passing 
away  in  i860  or  1861.  Captain  Bliss  died  in  New 
York  City  about  1820,  leaving  eight  children,  Wil- 
liam Henry,  Catherine,  Betsey,  John,  Simeon  Wil- 
liams, Ann,  Charles  and  Wendell. 

(IX)  Capt.  William  Henry  Bliss  was  born  in 
Norwich  about  1784.  Like  his  father,  he  followed 
the  sea,  having  his  home  first  in  Newport,  later  in 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  He  married  Dec.  6,  1813,  Eliza 
M.,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Finch,  of 
Newport.  Captain  Bliss  sailed  from  Mobile,  Ala., 
Sept.  5,  1832,  on  the  schooner  ‘‘Olive  Branch,” 
bound  for  Tampico,  Mexico,  but  he  was  never  heard 
from  again,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  was  lost  with 
his  vessel  in  a gale  that  came  up  soon  after  he 
left  port.  His  widow  returned  to  Newport,  and 
there  remained  till  her  death.  Sept.  17,  1863,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

Capt.  William  Henry  and  Eliza  M.  Bliss  had 
a family  of  seven  children:  (i)  Catherine  Hig- 
gins, born  at  Norwich,  May  21,  1815,  married 
James  Goodwin,  of  Mobile,  and  had  ten  children. 
(2)  Anna  Caroline  died  in  infancy.  (3)  William 
Henry,  Jr.,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1820.  His  first 
marriage,  Jan.  24,  1847,  was  to  Alary  E.,  daughter 
of  John  B.  and  Martha  C.  Langley,  who  was  born 
in  Newport,  May  3,  1825,  and  died  June  15,  1873. 
His  second  wife  was  Sarah  E.  Gladding,  of  New- 
port, to  whom  he  was  united  PYb.  25,  1875.  The 
children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were; 
Elizabeth  P'inch;  Martha  Langley,  who  married 
Dec.  31,  1877,  Edward  Newton,  of  Newport;  Sarah 
Emma,  who  died  aged  five  years;  Susan  Ann,  who 
lived  only  four  years;  Benjamin  Finch,  born  March 
6,  1856;  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  William 
Henry,  Jr.,  who  was  born  April  30,  1861,  and  died 
Dec.  12,  1901 ; and  John  Edward,  born  May  7, 
1863.  (4)  John  James  was  the  first  child  of  Cap- 

tain Bliss  born  at  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  (5)  Eliza  died 
in  infancy.  (6)  Mary  Elizabeth  was  born  March 
17,  1828,  and  married  Nov.  28,  1850,  Thomas  E. 
Ash,  Jr.  She  died  in  Newport,  Nov.  26,  1863. 
(7)  Robert  Baylor  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

(X)  John  James  Bliss,  father  of  Col.  Herbert, 
was  born  at  Tuscaloosa,  Aug.  13,  1825.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a tinsmith  and  followed 
that  occupation  during  his  entire  life,  being  for 
a large  part  of  that  time  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  William  Henry,  as  tinsmith  and  sheet  iron 
dealers.  His  active  connection  with  business  lasted 
to  the  very  end  of  his  life,  which  drew  to  its  close 
in  Newport,  Sept.  6,  1891.  Mr.  Bliss  was  for  many 
years  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  AI. ; DeBlois  Coun- 
cil, No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; and  Washington  Com- 
niandery.  No.  4,  Knights  Templar.  His  was  a 
genial  nature,  that  endeared  him  to  the  community, 
and  he  showed  himself  always  of  a thoroughly 
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manly  spirit,  generous  disposition  and  uncompro- 
mising  integrity,  so  that  only  words  of  praise  are 
spoken  of  him. 

John  J.  Bliss  was  twice  married.  He  was 
united  Nov.  24,  1853,  to  his  first  wife,  Lucy  A. 
Rose,  of  Newport,  daughter  of  Giles  and  Penelope 
Rose.  She  was  born  in  1830,  and  died  Jan.  4, 
1867,  the  mother  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Laura 
Goodwin,  born  Oct.  11,  1854,  who  married  in  1880 
Lincoln  Bearce  and  resides  in  Tulare,  Cal.;  Ada 
Frances,  residing  in  Newport,  unmarried;  Herbert, 
our  subject;  Anna  James,  born  April  12,  1862,  who 
married.  Sept.  10,  1894,  Oliver  Nelson  Frambes,  and 
resides  in  Santa  Ana,  Cal. ; Mary  Eliza,  born  May 
29,  1864,  who  married  June  16,  1887,  Charles  J. 
H.  Schwarz,  of  Newport,  where  she  died;  and  John 
Henry,  who  died  in  infancy.  i\lr.  Bliss's  second 
marriage,  which  occurred  Oct.  14,  1869,  was  to 
Eliza  L.,  daughter  of  Christopher  P.  and  Damaris 
H.  Boss,  of  Newport.  Airs.  Bliss  was  born  Sept. 
25,  1832,  and  died  Feb.  24,  1891.  Her  husband 
lived  but  a few  months  later,  dying  Sept.  6,  1891. 
They  had  two  sons,  viz. : Francis  Chase,  born  Aug. 
25,  1872,  who  is  a minister  in  the  Congregational 
denomination,  now  located  at  Alinot,  N.  Dak. ; and 
George  French,  born  June  29,  1874,  who  is  a metal 
worker  by  trade,  and  resides  in  yuincy,  Alassachu- 
setts. 

(XI)  Col.  Herbert  Bliss  was  born  in  Newport, 
Jan.  21,  1859,  and  passed  his  school  days  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  attending  till  he 
was  about  nineteen.  At  that  age  he  entered  the 
shoe  store  of  J.  Al.  Swan,  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper, 
but  later,  resigning  this  ])osition,  accepted  a similar 
one  with  Alvin  A.  Barker,  dealer  in  grain,  etc. 
He  remained  with  him  for  three  years,  in  1881 
entering  upon  the  business  association  with  his 
father  which  he  continued  till  the  latter’s  death. 
C'nder  his  father's  tutelage  he  learned  the  business 
thoroughly  and  since  1891  has  been  conducting  it 
alone.  He  employs  several  mechanics,  skilled  in 
tin  and  sheet  metal  work,  and  has  a most  profitable 
establishment,  so  that  he  deservedly  ranks  among 
Newport’s  substantial  business  men. 

Since  1879  Colonel  Bliss  has  been  a member  of 
the  Newport  Artillery  Company,  and  has  risen 
from  the  ranks  through  the  various  offices  to  the 
colonelcy,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1899,  serving 
till  1902.  He  is  now  a “fine”  member  of  the  or- 
ganization, which  is  the  oldest  active  military  com- 
pany in  the  United  States,  having  received  its 
charter  in  1741  from  King  George  II.  In  1898, 
when  the  Spanish-Ainerican  war  broke  out.  Colonel 
Bliss  offered  his  services  to  the  government,  and 
Alay  10,  1898,  received  his  commission  as  captain 
of  Company  F,  ist  R.  I.  V.  I.,  of  which  the  New- 
port Artillery  was  the  nucleus.  On  Oct.  20th  of 
that  year  he  was  promoted  to  be  major,  in  command 
of  the  3d  Battalion.  This  regiment  was  recruited 
at  Camp  Dyer,  Ouonset  Point,  R.  I.,  Alay  2,  1898, 
at  the  first  call  of  President  AIcKinley  for  volun- 


teers, and  on  Alay  26th  was  moved  to  Camp  Alger, 
Va.  On  Aug.  3d  the  regiment  took  up  the  march 
through  Virginia,  arriving  at  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
Va.,  Aug.  9th,  and  remained  there  until  Aug.  22d. 
During  this  period  the  regiment  lived  in  small  shel- 
ter tents  and  used  the  field  outfits.  This  was  to 
accustom  them  to  long  marches  with  regulation 
outfit.  The  regiment  was  next  moved  to  Camp 
Aleade,  Pa.,  where  it  stayed  until  Nov.  14th.  Hav- 
ing been  selected,  for  its  efficiency,  to  remain  in 
commission  during  the  winter,  a new  camp  was 
prepared  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Colonel  Bliss,  who  was  sent  two  weeks 
ahead  of  the  regiment,  with  a detail  of  eighty-four 
carpenters.  This,  Camp  Fornance,  was  the  best 
situated  and  the  best  equipped  camp  the  regiment 
occupied  during  its  tour  of  duty.  The  people  of 
Columbia  gave  the  regiment  a most  delightful  re- 
ception and  made  their  stay  one  long  to  be  re- 
membered. The  regiment  was  mustered  out  March 
30,  1899,  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  though  not  bound 
in  any  way  returned  to  Rhode  Island  in  a body 
and  made  a parade  in  Providence,  finishing  at  the 
“Dexter  Training  Grounds,”  where  it  finally  dis- 
banded. This  regiment,  under  its  capable  colonel, 
Charles  W.  Abbot,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  best  drilled 
and  most  efficient  regiments  in  the  service,  and 
would  have  made  a record  if  the  war  had  con- 
tinued. 

Colonel  Bliss  has  been  for  a number  of  years 
a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  has  taken  a 
number  of  degrees,  and  is  active  and  influential 
in  the  work.  At  the  time  of  the  war  with  Spain 
he  was  senior  warden  of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14, 
A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  but  resigned  the  office  to  take  up 
his  military  duties.  He  is  also  a member  and  past 
high  priest  of  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  AT, 
and  belongs  to  De  Blois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S. 
AI. ; to  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights 
Templar  (all  of  Newport)  ; and  to  Palestine  Temple, 
Alystic  Shrine,  of  Providence.  Another  order  with 
which  he  is  connected  is  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  his  membership  being  in  Ocean 
Lodge,  No.  7,  of  Newport.  Colonel  Bliss  also  holds 
a responsible  office  in  connection  with  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a member,  for 
he  has  been  for  many  years  the  chairman  of  its 
auditing  committee.  In  civic  life  he  has  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  his  integrity  and  sin- 
cerity of  purpose  as  a servant  of  the  public.  A 
strong  Republican,  he  is  not  only  that,  but  equally 
a protector  of  the  city’s  interests  and  during  his 
service  as  a member  of  the  common  coupcil  for 
one  year,  and  as  a member  of  tbe  board  of  aider- 
men  for  six  years,  he  did  good  work  of  a distinctly 
progressive  character,  having  filled  for  four  years 
the  responsible  position  of  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee.  The  Colonel  is  also  vice-chairman  of 
the  Republican  City  Committee. 

In  his  domestic  life  Colonel  Bliss  has  been  as 
fortunate  as  in  the  other  phases  of  life,  and  since 
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Jan.  31,  1889,  has  been  happily  married  to  Emma 
H.  DubbSj  the  daughter  of  Charles  T.  and  Mary 
E.  (Reynolds)  Dubbs,  of  Newport.  Two  children 
have  come  to  them,  but  the  older,  Herbert  Elliott, 
who  was  born  Nov.  20,  1889,  lived  only  five  years. 
The  second  is  a daughter,  Hope,  born  March  20, 
1896.  Colonel  Bliss  is  of  a most  genial,  social  na- 
ture, with  numerous  warm  friends,  and  his  hos- 
pitable home  is  a most  popular  social  center. 

" DR.  JOHN  A.  REMINGTON,  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Central  Falls 
and  Pawtucket,  bears  a name  long  known  in  New 
England. 

John  Remington,  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  James- 
town and  Warwick,  R.  1.,  died  in  1709,  his 
children,  Daniel  and  Hannah,  having  been 
born  at  the  former  place.  He  was  at  Jamestown, 
Aug.  28,  1669,  when  he  and  two  others  were  ordered 
to  assemble  the  inhabitants  of  Conanicut  Island  to 
consider  a defense  against  the  invasion  of  the  In- 
dians. On  Oct.  31,  1677,  he  and  forty-seven  others 
were  granted  5,000  acres  of  land,  to  be  called  East 
Greenwich.  To  John  Remington  and  his  wife,  Abi- 
gail, were  born  children  as  follows:  John,  who  died 
in  1688,  married  Abigail  Richmond,  born  in  1656, 
died  in  1744,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Abigail 
(Davis)  Richmond;  Joseph;  Daniel,  born  Oct.  18, 
1661;  Hannah,  born  July  3,  1664;  Stephen,  who 
died  in  1736,  married  Penelope,  born  in  1666,  died 
in  1740;  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  Remington,  son  of  John,  died  in  1710. 
He  married  Mary  Allen,  who  also  died  in  1710, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Allen.  Thomas 
Remington  was  of  Portsmouth  and  Warwick,  and 
was  made  a freeman  of  the  latter  place  in  I704- 
His  will  was  proved  Sept.  26,  1710.  Mr.  Reming- 
ton’s children  were : William,  Thomas,  John, 
Daniel,  Joseph,  Stephen,  Mathew,  Jonathan,  Mary 
and  Prudence. 

Thomas  Remington  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  mar- 
ried, Dec.  28,  1710,  Maplet  Gorton,  daughter  of 
Captain  Benjamin,  and  had  children:  Maplet,  born 
July  II,  1712;  iMary,  May  17,  1715;  Stephen,  June 
26,  1720;  and  Thomas,  Aug.  19,  1723. 

Joseph  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  IMary 
(Allen)  Remington,  died  Oct.  27,  1785.  He  mar- 
ried, Sept.  29,  1717,  iMargaret  Burlingame,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Burlingame,  and  their  children  were : 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  24,  1718;  Joseph,  Jan.  21,  1720- 
21 ; Martha,  iMarch  18,  1724-25  ; and  Lippitt,  Dec. 
17,  1729. 

Daniel  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Allen)  Remington,  born  (Jet.  18,  1661,  married, 
Feb.  16,  1722-23,  Ann  Gorton,  daughter  of  Samuel, 
and  they  had  children:  Samuel,  born  June  i,  1723; 
Mary,  Aug.  27,  1725;  and  Daniel,  Feb.  ii,  1727. 

Thomas  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  born 
Aug.  19,  1723,  married  Dec.  14,  1744,  Abigail  El- 
dred,  and  their  children  were : Hannah,  born  May 
II,  1746;  Thomas,  Oct.  24,  1747,  (married,  June  7, 


1778,  Mary  Wood)  ; Maplet,  June  16,  1749;  Sarah, 
Jan.  29,  1750-51 ; Benjamin,  Sept.  2,  1752  (married, 
April  18,  1779,  Phebe  Manchester)  ; Mary,  March 
26,  1754;  John,  Nov.  7,  1756  (married  Dec.  17, 
1780,  Mary  Tillinghast)  ; Jonathan,  Sept.  9,  1758; 
James  Wolfe,  May  28,  iy6o]  Henry,  July  28,  1764 
(married.  Sept.  18,  1785,  Margaret  Le Valley}. 
Abigail,  wife  of  Thomas,  died  April  14,  1766. 

Thomas  Remington,  born  in  1735,  married 
Lydia  Collins,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1831,  ninety-six 
years  of  age. 

Thomas  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  , 
(Collins),  married  Patience  Mathewson,  and  some 
of  their  children  were:  Mary  (Polly),  who  married 
Col.  Samuel  Gibbs ; Sally,  who  married  Ambrose 
M.  Whitford;  Eliza;  John;  Susan,  who  married  a 
Dr.  Place;  and  Cynthia,  who  married  Andrew  C. 
Burnham. 

John  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  Patience 
(iMathewson)  Remington,  born  in  about  1804,  mar- 
ried Louisa,  daughter  of  Olney  and  Artie  (Cole) 
Potter.  He  died  in  1882,  and  she  in  1849.  Their 
children  were:  Thomas  Jefferson,  born  Aug.  15, 
1835  ; Stephen  T.,  in  1838 ; Albert  D.,  in  1840  (mar- 
ried Carrie  M.  Knight,  of  Coventry)  ; William,  in 
1842;  Lydia,  in  1844  (died  in  i860)  ; and  Louisa  P., 
in  1849.  John  Remington  married  (second)  Amy 
Lewis,  and  (third),  a iMrs.  Gardner,  nee  Arnold. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Remington,  born  in  Fiske- 
ville,  R.  I.,  x\ug.  15,  1835,  son  of  John  and  Louisa 

(Potter)  Remington,  married  Leticia  , and 

died  in  September,  1901.  Their  son,  Frederick  A., 
married  a Miss  Brayton. 

Albert  D.  Remington,  born  in  1840,  son  of  John 
and  Louisa  (Potter)  Remington,  married  Carrie 
Knight,  daughter  of  Alfred  Waterman  and  Susan 
C.  (Johnson)  Knight,  granddaughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Amy  (Waterman)  Knight,  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Darius  and  iMary  (Potter)  Knight,  and 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Col.  James  and  Eliza- 
beth Knight.  Albert  D.  Remington  and  his  wife 
had  children  as  follows:  Lillian  L.,  born  in  1862; 
Jennie  M.,  in  1864;  John  Alfred,  Nov.  2,  1867; 
Edna  A.,  in  1870,  (in  Coventry)  ; Carrie,  in  1877 
(died  in  1894)  ; and  Warren  A.,  in  1882  (died  in 
1898). 

Albert  D.  Remington  followed  the  business  of  a 
liveryman  in  Anthony,  R.  I.,  for  some  years.  He 
later  removed  to  Central  Falls,  where  he  worked 
as  a shipping  clerk  of  the  J.  & P.  Coats  Thread 
Company,  and  became  active  and  quite  prominent 
in  the  work  of  fraternal  organizations.  He  was  a 
Mason  and  a master  in  his  lodge,  and  had  passed  all 
of  the  chairs  in  his  lodge  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He 
was  a member  and  past  chancellor  commander  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Lntil  1876  iMr.  Reming- 
ton was  a Republican,  but  in  that  year  the  Hayes- 
Tilden  contest  caused  him  to  enlist  his  sympathies 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  died  in  1895-6. 

Dr.  John  A.  Remington,  son  of  Albert  D.  and 
Carrie  (Knight)  Remington,  was  born  in  the  village 
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of  Quidnick,  in  Coventry,  R.  L,  Nov.  2,  1867.  His 
primary  schooling  was  obtained  in  school  district 
No.  17,  Quidnick.  Going  to  Pawtucket  in  1880, 
with  his  parents,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he 
went  to  work  in  the  factory  of  Thomas  D.  Rice, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  Feeling  the 
need  of  a more  thorough  education,  he  became  a 
student  at  a private  school  in  Providence  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  former  posi- 
tion with  Mr.  Rice,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
about  nine  months.  Dr.  Remington  then  began 
reading  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  James  E. 
Tobey,  of  Central  Falls,  and  there  remained  as  a 
student  for  two  and  one-half  years,  later  spending 
his  summers  in  this  office,  while  attending  medical 
college.  He  entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College  in  1888,  and  graduated  in  1891.  Dr. 
Tobey,  his  former  preceptor,  had  been  ill,  and  Dr. 
Remington  succeeded  to  his  practice  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  June,  1891. 

Dr.  Remington  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
physicians  of  Central  Falls  and.  Pawtucket.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Medical  Association,  the 
IMedical  Science  Club,  of  Pawtucket  and  Central 
Falls,  of  which  he  is  chairman,  and  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  State  Medical  Society.  His  fraternal 
connections  are  with  Jenks  Lodge,  No.  24,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ; Washington  Lodge,  K.  of  P. ; Prosperity 
Lodge,  New  England  Order  of  Protection ; and 
Roger  Williams  Lodge,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  has  passed  through  the  chairs  of 
the  latter  lodge,  as  well  as  being  its  medical  exami- 
ner, holding  a like  office  with  the  New  England 
Order  of  Protection.  He  is  an  associate  member 
of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  of  Central 
Falls,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  X.  Y.  Z.  Club. 

In  his  political  belief,  the  Doctor  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  served  his  town  usefully  in  public  capa- 
cities. He  has  been  a member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee for  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1902  he  was 
elected  to  the  Rhode  Island  Senate,  and  has  been 
re-elected  annually  since  that  time,  being  the  only 
Democrat  elected  from  Central  Falls  for  many 
years.  In  the  Senate  he  is  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Militia,  the  joint  committee  on  Public 
Health  and  of  the  committees  on  Elections,  and 
Finance. 

Dr.  Remington  married  Caroline  Allen,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Sarah  (Eastman)  Allen,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union : Allen  Wright, 
Aug.  29,  1898;  and  Lawrence  Potter,  April  29, 
1901. 

HON.  CHARLES  J.  GREENE,  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  is  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
familes  of  Rhode  Island  and  a citizen  of  the  highest 
type,  one  whose  frequent  and  efficient  service  in 
fiduciary  capacities  and  faithfulness  to  public  trusts 
have  long  since  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as  an 


indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  and  public  life  ' 
of  his  town. 

The  Greenes  of  this  locality  came  hither  in  its  j 
early  settlement  and  have  been  a continuous  family  j 
to  the  present.  They  descend  from  the  Quidnesset  j 
or  North  Kingstown  Greenes,  worthy  and  respec- 
table people  who  through  successive  generations 
have  been  among  the  representative  citizens  and 
substantial  men  and  women  of  their  communities. 
Amos  Greene,  Jr.,  great-uncle  of  Charles  J.  Greene, 
was  captain  of  a militia  company  in  Charlestown 
in  1777,  and  later  a captain  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Mr.  Greene's  uncle,  John  C.  Greene,  en- 
listed during  the  latter  part  of  the  war  of  1812, 
when  a young  man  less  than  twenty-one,  but  peace 
was  declared  before  his  company  could  take  the 
field. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Greene  descends 
from  a long  line  of  Friends,  who  were  much  perse- 
cuted for  their  religious  belief.  Joseph  Hull,  of 
Barnstable,  Mass.,  was  a minister  of  that  denomina- 
tion, and  his  son  Tristam  married  Elizabeth  Dyer, 
a granddaughter  of  Mary  Dyer,  the  Quaker  Martyr 
who  was  hung  on  Boston  Common  June  i,  1660, 
for  preaching  the  doctrine  of  the  Friends.  John. 

K.  Hull,  an  uncle  of  Mr.  Greene,  resigned  his 
position  as  a teacher  of  the  then  only  school  at 
Narragansett  Pier  in  August,  1862,  to  enlist  in 
Company  G,  7th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Volun- 
teers, was  orderly  sergeant  of  his  company,  and 
was  shot  while  bn  picket  duty,  in  July,  1863,  near 
Jackson,  Miss.  Mr.  Greene's  mother  was  the  eldest 
of  a large  family  of  children,  nine  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity  and  all  were  school  teachers.  Their 
father,  the  late  Benjamin  Hull,  was  one  of  the 
well-known  educators  of  his  day,  successfully 
teaching  the  advanced  branches  of  those  times. 

Charles  J.  Greene  is  a representative  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Greene  of  Kings 
Towne,  and  his  line  of  descent  is  herewith  shown, 
the  generations  being  indicated  by  Roman  nu- 
merals. 

(I)  John  Greene,  of  Kings  Towne,  who  was 
at  Wickford  about  1639,  came  early  to  Narragan- 
sett, living  in  the  family  of  Richard  Smith,  who 
built  a trading  post  near  the  present  village  of 
Wickford,  in  the  town  of  North  Kingstown.  In 
1678-79  he  was  conservator  of  the  peace.  He 
died  about  1695,  and  his  wife,  Joan,  passed  away 
after  1682.  Their  children  were:  John,  born  June 
6,  1651  ; James,  born  in  1655;  Daniel;  Edward  and 
Benjamin. 

(II)  Benjamin  Greene,  probably  son  of  John, 
married  Humility  Coggeshall,  born  in  January, 
1671,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Joan  (West)  Cogge- 
shall, and  they  were  of  Kings  Towne  and  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  Mr.  Greene  was  deputy  in  1698, 
1700,  1701  and  1703.  He  was  surveyor  of  high- 
ways in  1701,  was  in  the  town  council  in  1701,  1703 
and  1704,  and  was  ratemaker  in  1702.  He  died  in 
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1719,  and  his  widow  after  that  year.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Benjamin,  Henry,  Caleb,  Joshua, 
JMary,  Ann,  Phebe,  Catherine,  Sarah,  Diana  and 
Deborah. 

(III)  Lieut.  John  Greene,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  about  1688,  in  Kings  Towne,  married  (first) 
about  1708  Mary  Aylsworth,  daughter  of  Arthur 
and  Mary  (Brown)  Aylsworth  of  Quidnesset. 
Lieutenant  Greene  was  of  East  Greenwich  on  Jan. 
9,  1733,  at  which  time  he  purchased  land  in  West 
Greenwich.  He  married  (second)  in  August,  1741, 
Priscilla  Bowen  (or  Barney),  of  Swansea.  His 
will  was  proved  April  29,  1752,  and  in  it  he  alludes 
to  two  sons,  deceased,  in  addition  to  the  following 
children:  Philip,  Benjamin,  Thomas,  Elizabeth, 
Ruth,  William,  Josiah,  Amos,  Jonathan,  Caleb,  Jo- 
seph and  Joshua. 

(IV)  Amos  Greene,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  born 

Jan.  18,  1717,  probably  in  West  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
married  June  19,  174Q:,  Amey  Knowles,  both  being 
then  of  Charlestown,  and  their  children  of  Charles- 
town town  record  were  : Amos,  born  Alarch  25,  1741 
(previously  referred  to  as  captain  in  the  Revolu- 
tion) ; William,  born  Feb.  13,  1744;  Hannah,  born 
May  7,  1746;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  17,  1748;  Ruth, 
born  May  7,  1751;  John,  born  Aug.  13,  1754;  and 
Amey,  born  Sept.  14,  1756.  Their  other  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  April  23,  1759;  Nancy,  born 
Aug.  17,  1761;  Catherine,  born  Dec.  8,  1763; 

Jeffrey,  born  Sept.  7,  1766;  and  Henry,  born  April 
5,  1769.  The  father  was  a farmer  of  Charlestown, 
where  he  died  May  13,  1777.  Mrs.  Greene  lived 
to  be  over  one  hundred  years  old,  and  a purse  which 
she  made  when  one  hundred  years  old,  the  skilful 
work  upon  which  indicates  her  well-preserved  con- 
dition, is  now  treasured  by  her  great-grandson, 
Charles  J.  Greene,  who  came  into  possession  of  it 
through  his  father. 

(V)  Jeffrey  Greene,  son  of  Amos,  born  Sept. 
7,  1766,  in  Charlestown,  R.  L,  lived  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  there,  but  later  removed  to  South 
Kingstown,  R.  L,  where  he  died  Alarch  8,  1818. 
He  married  in  1792  Frances  Congdon,  who  was 
born  Alarch  9,  1771,  in  Charlestown,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah,  of  that  town.  Air.  Greene  was  a 
cabinetmaker.  His  children  were : Sarah,  born 
Jan.  14,  1793;  John  born  Oct.  26,  1794;  Na- 
thaniel, born  Sept.  4^,  1796;  Catherine,  born  Nov. 
19,  1798;  Alary,  born  Dec.  10,  1800;  James  C., 
born  Alarch  22,  1803  i Eliza,  born  Sept.  19,  1805 ; 
Alartha,  born  Feb.  16,  1809;  and  Frances,  born 
Sept.  26,  1818. 

(VI)  James  C.  Greene,  son  of  Jeffrey,  born 
March  22,  1803,  in  Charlestown,  R.  L,  married 
March  4,  1841,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Susan 
Hull,  born  Alay  12,  1810,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Sally  Hull.  Air.  Greene  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Charlestown  and  South  Kingstown.  A 
farmer  boy,  his  education  was  limited  to  the  public 
schools,  which  he  attended  during  the  winter 
months,  while  the  many  duties  incident  to  life  upon 
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a farm  took  up  his  time  the  balance  of  the  year. 
After  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
town  of  South  Kingstown  until  1870,  when  he 
moved  to  the  Samuel  Clark  farm,  in  the  town  of 
Richmond,  and  there  died  Alay  18,  1877.  His 
widow  passed  away  Dec.  26,  1887.  Their  children 
were  : Charles  J.,  born  Dec.  16,  1848,  is  unmarried  ; 
Sarah  Fannie,  born  Jan.  20,  1853,  married  Dec. 
20,  1875,  George  R.  Clarke,  son  of  Reynolds  H. 
Clarke.  Air.  Clarke  died  in  1901,  and  Airs.  Clarke 
now  resides  in  Wakefield,  R.  I.  To  them  \vere 
born  four  children,  Sidney  W.,  Isabella  N.,  George 
R.,  Jr.,  and  James  Greene. 

(VII)  Hon.  Charles  J.  Greene,  son  of  James 
C.  and  Susan  (Hull)  Greene,  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Dec.  16,  1848.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  gained  in  the  district  schools  near  his 
home,  and  he  completed  his  studies  at  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he 
gave  his  services  to  his  father,  with  such  variety 
in  his  work  as  he  found  by  teaching  during  the 
winter  months.  In  order  to  further  perfect  himself 
in  the  profession  of  teaching.  Air.  Greene  took  a 
course  in  what  was  then  the  National  Normal  Uni- 
versity of  Lebanon,  Ohio.  His  success  as  a school 
teacher  really  began  with  his  first  attempt  in  that 
line,  and  continued  throughout  the  twenty  terms 
he  taught  in  his  adopted  town,  Richmond,  and 
his  native  town.  South  Kingstown.  Air.  Greene 
was  endowed  with  the  rare  faculties  essential  to 
a successful  instructor,  foremost  of  which  was  his 
love  for  the  work,  a characteristic  time  has  intensi- 
fied, if  it  has  been  changed  in  any  respect.  While 
Air.  Greene  has  ever  been  much  interested  in  the 
culture  of  his  land,  the  intervening  years  since  he 
relinquished  teaching  have  been  marked  by  a con- 
stant interest  in  educational  matters,  which  to-day 
is  as  keen  as  it  has  been  continuous.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  he  has  served  faithfully  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee  of  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond, and  for  several  years  was  either  chairman 
or  clerk.  With  the  exception  of  three  years  he 
has  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
since  1881.  He  served  as  trustee  and  clerk  of  the 
village  school  district  at  Kenyon  continuously  from 
Alarch  9,  1874,  to  January  i,  1904,  when  school 
districts  were  abolished  by  law.  He  was  a member 
of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege of  Agriculture  and  Alechanic  Arts,  serving 
most  of  the  time  as  auditor  of  accounts  and  clerk 
of  the  board,  during  the  first  nine  years  of  the 
existence  of  the  college,  or  from  1888  to  1897. 

Air.  Greene  practically  gave  up  teaching  after 
his  election  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
he  taught  but  two  terms  afterward.  His  public 
service  has  been  varied  and  extensive.  In  1881  he 
was  sent  as  a Republican  to  represent  his  adopted 
town  in  the  Rhode  Island  House  of  Representatives, 
being  then  one  of  the  youngest  members  of  that 
body.  He  remained  a member  thereof  until  1884, 
when  he  became  a member  of  the  Senate  from  the 
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same  town,  and  served  until  1891.  In  1896  he  was 
again  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
after  having  served  for  two  years  was  again  elected 
to  the  Senate,  of  which  he  was  a member  for  one 
year.  Mr.  Greene  has  represented  Richmond  in 
the  Legislature  longer  than  any  . other  man,  and 
during  his  connection  with  that  body  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  Agriculture,  one  year ; 
committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  three  years ; 
committee  on  Education,  three  years  (clerk  of  the 
same  one  year)  ; committee  on  Public  Health,  three 
years  (chairman,  one  year)  ; committee  on  State 
Charities  and  Corrections,  seven  years  (chairman, 
four  years)  ; and  committee  on  Engrossed  Acts, 
nine  years  (chairman,  four  years).  As  a legisla- 
tor Mr.  Greene,  by  his  clear  comprehension  of  ques- 
tions daily  arising,  and  by  his  conservative  course, 
won  a creditable  record,  while  his  knowledge  of 
financial  and  educational  matters  especially  fitted 
him  for  such  service. 

In  town  affairs  and  public  matters  generally  he 
takes  a conspicuous  part,  and  wields  an  influence 
that  is  felt  whenever  exercised.  From  1881,  for 
about  fifteen  years,  he  was  the  town  committee, 
when  that  body  comprised  but  one  member.  When 
the  new  system  went  into  effect,  and  three  men 
were  brought  into  that  body,  he  became  chairman, 
and  has  since  continued  to  serve  as  such.  He  was 
assessor  of  taxes  in  1880,  1881  and  1883,  and  has 
served  continuously  since  1884  as  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Richmond. 

From  1884  to  1905  Mr.  Greene  served  as  a di- 
rector of  the  National  Land  Holders  Bank  at 
Kingston,  R.  L,  and  for  several  years  was  its 
vice-president.  In  1905  this  institution  became  the 
Kingston  Trust  Company,  and  Mr.  Greene  its  vice- 
president,  an  office  he  still  holds.  He  has  been  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Kingston  Savings  Bank  since 
1888.  For  more  than  ten  years  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Shannock  Free 
Library. 

Mr.  Greene  has  served  as  administrator  or  exe- 
cutor of  a great  many  estates,  and  his  service  in 
such  capacity  has  invariably  been  marked  by  a 
conscientious,  business-like  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  by  the  same  care  and  zeal  which  characterized 
the  management  of  his  private  affairs.  He  has, 
at  odd  times,  for  a number  of  years,  conducted  a 
general  insurance  business  along  with  his  other 
interests. 

Mr.  Greene  inherited  from  his  ancestors  that 
force  of  character  which  has  brought  him  to  the 
front  and  fitted  him  for  the  many  positions  of  honor 
and  trust  to  which  he  has  been  chosen,  and  all  of 
which  he  has  filled  with  satisfaction  to  his  towns- 
people and  honor  to  himself.  He  is  of  the  type 
of  man  that  any  community  would  regret  to  lose. 
There  have  been  many  evidences  of  his  kindness 
of  heart  and  generous  impulses  known  only  to  the 
recipients.  A thorough  gentleman,  his  courteous 
manner  and  obliging  ways  have  made  him  a host 


of  friends  wherever  he  has  become  known,  for 
though  he  is  successful  in  business,  and  is  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  his  section  of  the  State,  ; 
none  are  more  unassuming  or  democratic  than  he.  1 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a very  busy  man  - j 
he  is  at  all  times  approachable,  and  ever  ready  to  ^ 
aid  with  help  or  advice  the  deserving  and  needy.  ! 
Possessed  of  sound  common  sense,  his  judgment  j 
in  business  or  matters  of  moment  in  general  is  1 
considered  safe  and  worthy  of  respectful  attention.  j 
Mr.  Greene  resided  on  what  was  known  as  the  Sam-  ' 
uel  Clarke  farm,  in  Richmond,  from  1870,  in  which  > 
year  his  father  bought  that  farm,  until  1905.  It 
fell  to  Mr.  Greene  on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  \ 
1877.  Ill  1905)  however,  he  sold  the  farm,  that 
he  might  have  more  time  for  other  matters.  1 

I 

WATSON.  The  Watson  Family,  of  Jamestown, 
Newport  Co.,  R.  I.,  is  now  represented  by  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Carr  Watson  and  Hon.  John  Jay  Watson, 
brothers,  sons  of  the  late  Robert  Hazard  Watson, 
and  men  who  have  been  more  than  active  in  the 
public  life  of  Jamestown,  as  well  as  in  business. 

The  Watsons  of  the  Narragansett  country, 
which  in  the  earlier  period  of  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth  was  a great  center  of  agricultural 
industry,  were  large  landholders  and  important  men 
of  their  day,  and  some  of  the  first  possessions  of  the 
first  Watson  here  are  yet  in  the  family  name — a 
name  that  has  figured  most  prominently  in  public 
affairs  from  the  early  Colonial  period  to  the  present. 
This  article,  however,  is  to  treat  of  the  Conanicut 
branch  of  the  old  South  Kingstown  family,  the  head 
of  which  was  Hon.  Job  Watson,  who  after  his  mar- 
riage purchased  several  farms  on  Conanicut,  and 
removed  to  that  island.  He  was  an  extensive  and 
opulent  farmer,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators of  the  Colonial  Government.  He  occupied 
for  a part  of  the  year  what  in  its  day  was  one  of  the 
finest  mansions  in  Newport  county.  The  lineage 
of  Thomas  Carr  Watson  and  John  Jay  Watson  fol- 
lows in  chronological  order  from  the  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Watson,  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
a tailor,  is  of  record  there  as  early  as  1673,  Nov. 

7th  of  which  year  he  and  his  wife  Dorcas  were  wit- 
nesses to  a deed.  He  was  constable  in  1687,  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury  the  following  year,  con- 
servator of  the  peace  in  1690,  and  deputy  in  that 
same  year.  He  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Dor- 
cas Gardiner,  and  (second)  to  Rebecca,  daughter 
of  George  and  Hedodias  (Long)  Gardiner.  He 
died  in  1728.  His  children  were:  John,  born  July 
22,  1676;  Samuel,  born  in  1686;  William;  Frances; 
Ann'  and  Hedodias. 

(II)  John  Watson  (2),  son  of  John,  born  July 
22,  1676,  married  (first),  April  8,  1703,  Hannah 
Champlin,  daughter  of  Jeffrey  Champlin.  She  died 
in  1720,  and  he  married  (second),  in  1722,  Abigail 
Eldred,  widow  of  Samuel  Eldred  and  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Mary  (Thomas)  Northrup.  He  mar- 
ried (third),  in  1738,  Sarah  Money.  His  children 
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were:  John,  born  March  i,  1704;  Ann,  March  27, 
1709;  John,  March  13,  1710;  Jeffrey,  Aug.  3,  1712; 
Elisha,  Sept.  14,  1714;  Dorcas,  Oct.  25,  1716;  and 
Amey,  Oct.  18,  1719  (all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage) ; Freelove,  May  9,  1722;  Mary,  in  1725;  and 
Margaret,  in  1727. 

Mr.  Watson  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  child 
born  in  Narragansett  after  the  Indian  war.  He 
was  a freeman  of  Kingstown  in  1712,  was  deputy 
in  1718-21-22-23-24-25-26,  and  was  a resident  of 
what  became  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  died 
Nov.  8,  1772. 

(III)  John  Watson  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  born 
March  13,  1710,  married,  June  2,  1736,  Isabel  Sher- 
man, daughter  of  Job,  granddaughter  of  Samson 
and  great-granddaughter  of  Philip  Sherman,  the 
English  settler  who  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1633, 
and  soon  was  at  Roxbur>',  but  by  1638  had  settled 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Mr.  Watson  lived  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  died  in  1791.  His  wife  died 
May  22,  1753.  Their  children  of  South  Kingstown 
town  record  were:  John,  born  May  23,  1737:  Han- 
nah, Sept.  28,  1738;  Bridget,  Dec.  24,  1741;  Job, 
Aug.  7,  1744;  Mary,  Sept.  3,  1746;  Elisha,  Aug.  5, 
1748;  Isabel  and  Walter,  May  7,  1753. 

(IV)  Job  Watson,  son  of  John  (3),  born  Aug. 
7,  1744,  married  Feb.  12,  1766,  Sarah,  born  June 
27,  1734,  daughter  of  Robert  Hazard,  of  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  a descendant  of  Thomas 
Hazard,  who  is  of  record  in  Boston,  Mass.,  as 
early  as  1635,  and  three  years  later  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  from  whom  her 
lineage  is  through  Robert,  Thomas  and  Robert 
Hazard.  Mr.  Watson  lived  at  Jamestown,  R.  L, 
and  his  death  occurred  Oct.  12,  1812.  His  wife 
died  in  January,  1811.  Their  children  were:  Isabel, 
born  Sept.  22,  1766;  Job,  Oct.  25,  1767;  Robert 
Hazard,  Feb.  28,  1769;  Walter,  June  10,  1770; 
Borden,  Feb.  9,  1772;  and  John,  Nov.  i,  1774. 

(V)  Robert  Hazard  Watson,  son  of  Job,  born 
Feb.  28,  1769,  married  in  December,  1789,  Cathe- 
rine, born  Sept,  i,  1770,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Hannah  (Hull)  Weeden,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  he 
a descendant  of  James  Weeden,  who  came  to  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  in  1638,  in  the  ship  “Martin,”  and  later 
removed  to  Newport,  R.  L,  from  whom  his  lineage 
is  through  William,  John  and  Daniel  Weeden.  Mr. 
Watson  lived  in  Jamestown,  R.  I.  He  died  Oct. 
13,  1840,  and  his  wife  March  14,  1816.  Their  chil- 
dren, all  of  Jamestown  town  record,  were : Merebah, 
born  Nov.  23,  1795;  John  Jay,  Aug.  13,  1797; 
Sarah,  Sept.  8,  1799;  Daniel,  April  13,  1801;  Han- 
nah, June  19,  1803  ; Robert  Hazard,  iMarch  4,  1806; 
Joseph,  and  Isabella. 

(VI)  Robert  Hazard  Watson  (2),  son  of 
Robert  Hazard,  was  born  March  4,  1806,  in  James- 
town, R.  I.  He  became  an  extensive  and  opulent 
farmer  and  one  of  prominence  in  his  town  and  sec- 
tion. He  was  many  times  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  also  a member 


of  the  Convention  that  framed  the  Constitution  in 
1842. 

Mr.  Watson  married  Catherine  Congdon  Carr, 
born  in  April,  1811,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Cross)  Carr,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Thomas  Carr,  John  Jay  and  Mary 
Catherine,  the  latter  of  whom  married  Benjamin  S. 
Anthony,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Mr.  Robert  Hazard 
Watson  died  in  August,  1875,  in  Jamestown. 

(VII)  Thomas  Carr  Watson,  son  of  Robert 
Hazard  (2)  and  Catherine  Congdon  (Carr)  Wat- 
son, was  born  Oct.  6,  1838,  in  Jamestown,  R.  I. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  at  that  noted  institution,  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy.  After  his  school  days 
were  over  he  settled  as  a farmer,  an  occupation 
which  his  ancestors  for  generations  had  followed 
and  most  successfully,  and  like  them  he  became  one 
of  the  leading  men  and  public  servants  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Watson  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  i860,  and  has  continued  a supporter  of  Re- 
publican principles.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Lower  House  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1863, 
and  again  in  1864.  De  was  chosen  a member  of 
the  Senate  in  1877,  and  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
and  more,  with  an  interval  of  three  years,  he  was 
annually  returned  to  that  body,  and  served  on  im- 
portant committees.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council,  and  for  a time  was 
president  of  that  body.  He  was  often  chosen  a 
delegate  to  State  conventions,  and  was  a delegate  to 
the  convention  which  appointed  electors  to  the  Re- 
publican National  Convention  that  placed  in  nomi- 
nation Mr.  Lincoln.  Mr.  Watson  has  always  taken 
a great  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  is 
every  ready  with  a willing  heart  and  hand  to  do 
anything  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  public 
school  system,  and  has  served  as  trustee  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  also  being  a member  of  the  board  of 
assessors.  He  is  identified  with  a number  of  busi- 
ness enterprises,  among  them  the  Jamestown  and 
Newport  Ferry  Company,  of  which  he  was  for  a 
number  of  years  treasurer  and  a director.  He  has 
also  served  as  president  of  the  Jamestown  Philo- 
menian  Free  Library  for  a number  of  years.  He 
and  iVIrs.  Watson  are  members  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Episcopal  Church,  where  he  has  been  vestryman 
and  treasurer. 

Thomas  Carr  Watson  was  married  in  February, 
1896,  to  Laura  V.  Lutz,  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
daughter  of  John  A.  Lutz.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union:  Thomas  Carr  Watson,  Jr.,  born 
in  January,  1897,  ^^^1  John  Edgar,  who  died  aged 
twenty  months. 

(VH)  John  Jay  Watson,  son  of  Robert  Haz- 
ard (2)  and  Catherine  Congdon  (Carr)  Watson, 
and  brother  of  Hon.  Thomas  Carr  Watson,  was 
born  on  the  Watson  homestead,  March  17,  1841. 
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He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Jamestown  and  at  East  Greenwich  Academy,  after 
returning  from  which  he  worked  on  the  homestead, 
with  his  father  for  a number  of  years.  In  1872  he 
removed  to  his  present  place  on  Narragansett 
avenue,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  He  has  made 
his  home  and  property  one  of  the  most  attractive 
places  in  that  section  of  Jamestown,  and  “Thorn 
Croft,”  as  it  has  been  named,  is  always  pointed  out 
to  visitors  as  one  of  the  beautiful  spots  of  the 
locality. 

Mr.  Watson  has  always  been  quite  prominent  in 
public  life,  supporting  stanchly  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  represented  Jamestown  in 
the  State  Legislature  in  the  early  sixties,  during 
Governor  Burnside’s  administration,  and  in  1903 
he  was  elected  State  Senator,  serving  in  the  latter 
body  on  the  committee  of  Charities  and  Corrections. 
Air.  Watson  also  served  as  a member  of  the  James- 
town town  council,  of  which  he  was  president,  and 
as  clerk  and  tax  collector.  He  has  also  served  for 
a number  of  years  as  a director  of  the  Union  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  Newport.  Like  his  brother,  Mr. 
M atson  takes  a keen  interest  in  educational  matters. 

On  Dec.  23,  1870,  Mr.  John  Jay  Watson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Gertrude  T.  Stanhope,  born 
in  Newport,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  the  late  George  Stan- 
hope, and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Lizzie  S.,  born  April  15,  1872, 
married  Alfred  Cory,  resides  at  home,  and  has  two 
children,  Alfred  Richard  (born  Oct.  6,  1895),  and 
Gertrude  Alay,  (born  Jan.  31,  1898)  ; John  Jay,  Jr., 
born  Nov.  12,  1875;  Mabel  C.  S.,  born  Dec.  26, 
1883,  is  a music  teacher ; and  Alary  Helen,  born  Feb. 
14,  1886,  died  April  8,  1897.  Senator  Watson  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  St.  Alatthew’s  Episcopal 
Church  of  Jamestown,  where  he  has  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  senior  warden. 

(VIII)  John  Jay  Watson,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Jay 
and  Gertrude  (Stanhope)  Watson,  was  born  in 
Jamestown,  R.  1.,  Nov.  12,  1875,  and  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town,  later  attending  the  Rogers  High  School  at 
Newport,  and  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  Col- 
lege, Providence.  After  leaving  the  latter  institu- 
tion, in  1892,  Air.  Watson  entered  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company,  at  Providence,  where  he  spent  six 
years,  then  entering  the  employ  of  the  Joseph  Bani- 
gan  Rubber  Company,  of  I’rovidence,  of  which  he 
was  later  elected  treasurer.  When  that  company 
became  the  United  States  Rubber  Co.,  Air.  Watson 
was  made  treasurer  and  director  of  the  latter  com- 
pany, with  offices  located  in  New  York  City,  in 
which  capacity  he  is  still  serving.  In  addition  to 
this  important  position.  Air.  Watson  holds  that  of 
treasurer  of  the  Rubber  Supply  Company,  and  in 
connection  with  these  offices  has  made  several  trips 
to  Europe  in  behalf  of  his  company.  He  is  a man 
of  much  business  ability,  and  is  self-made,  having 
worked  his  way  up  from  the  bottom  by  industry  and 


enterprise.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
been  prominent  in  public  matters,  representing 
Jamestown  in  the  State  Legislature  from  1899  to 
1905,  during  which  time  he  served  on  the  com- 
mittees on  Corporations  and  Finance.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities'  and  Cor- 
rections. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Alasonic  bodies,  and  has  attained  the  Knight  Tem- 
plar degree. 

Air.  Watson  married  Aliss  Eliza  J.  Ralph,  of 
Providence.  They  attend  the  Episcopal  Church. 

PELEG  CLARKE,  one  of  the  best  known  and. 
most  prominent  citizens  of  his  day  in  Westerly, 
was  also  one  of  that  city’s  substantial  business 
men.  The  name  of  Clarke  has  been  a prominent 
one  in  southwestern  Rhode  Island  and  southeast- 
ern Connecticut  for  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years.  The  history  of  the  family  is  traced  back 
to  about  the  year  1500,  and  they  descend  from 
the  Clarkes  of  the  parish  of  Westhbrpe  in  County 
Suffolk,  England.  Westhorpe  is  a manor  in  the 
Hundred  (township)  of  Hartismore,  and  is  in  the 
center  of  the  northern  part  of  the  Ciounty  of  Suf- 
folk, where  the  name  (51arke  is  of  great  antiquity. 
The  Clarke  family  in  Westerly  and  vicinity  descend 
from  Joseph  Clarke  (IV),  who  came  to  Newport 
when  a young  man,  and  later  to  Westerly.  Going 
back  farther,  the  first  of  this  family  in  direct  line 
of  whom  there  is  authentic  record,  was 

(I)  John  Clarke,  who  was  of  County  Suf- 
folk, England,  and  died  there  Alarch  3,  1559.  His 
children  were  John  Jr.,  and  Thomas. 

(II)  John  Clarke,  Jr.,  was  born  in  February,. 
1541,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Catharine  Cook,  daugh- 
ter of  John,  and  they  both  died  in  1598.  Their 
children  were:  Thomas,  born  in  August,  1570; 
John,  in  1572;  Pasor,  in  1574;  John  (2),  in  1577; 
Alargaret,  in  1579;  and  Alary,  in  1581. 

(III)  Thomas  Clarke,  born  in  August,  1570, 
married  Rose  Kerige,  and  they  both  died  in  1627.. 
Of  the  children,  Thomas,  John  and  Joseph  came 
from  England  to  Boston  in  1637,  and  the  next 
year  located  at  Newport,  R.  L,  where  Thomas  died 
Oct.  2,  1674,  and  John,  Feb.  20,  1676,  neither  leav- 
ing male  descendants. 

(IV)  Joseph  Clarke,  born  Dec.  9,  1618,  was 
baptized  at  Westhorpe  on  Dec.  16,  1618.  He  came 
as  above  stated,  to  the  New  World  in  1637. 

was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  Aquid- 
neck,  at  Newport,  in  1638.  He  became  a freeman 
in  1641,  and  in  1644  was  made  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Newport, 
and  in  the  year  1648  became  a member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Trials.  He  was  made  a freeman  of 
the  Colony  in  1655  ; acted  as  commissioner  in  1655- 
57-58  and  1659;  was  assistant  in  1658-63-64-65- 
78-80  and  1690;  was  made  a freeman  at  Westerly 
in  1668 ; and  made  Deputy  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1668-69-70-71-72  and  1690.  His  name  appears 
in  Alay,  1669,  in  the  list  of  Westerly  inhabitants,. 
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and  in  1677  he  was  a member  of  the  Court  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  to  attend  to  matters  of  the 
injuries  and  illegal  acts  of  the  Connecticut  Colony. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Margaret. 
He  died  June  i,  1694.  His  children  were;  Joseph 
(.2),  William,  Alary,  Sarah,  John,  Susanna,  Joshua, 
Thomas,  Carew  and  Elizabeth. 

(V)  Joseph  Clarke  (2),  of  Newport  and 
Westerly,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  Feb.  ii,  1642. 
He  married  (first)  Nov.  16,  1664,  Bethiah  Hub- 
bard, born  Dec.  19,  1646,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Tacy  (Cooper)  Hubbard.  She  died  April  17,  1707. 
He  married  (second)  Hannah  Peckham,  widow  of 
Thomas,  and  daughter  of  W illiam  W eeden.  Mr. 
Clarke  removed  from  Newport  to  Westerly,  early 
in  life,  and  in  1669  he  became  town  clerk  of 
Westerly,  and  was  such  until  1700.  In  July,  1675, 
he  and  his  family  went  to  Newport  for  safety  dur- 
ing the  Indian  war,  returning  to  Westerly  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  died  Jan.  ii,  1726-27,  in 
A\  esterly ; his  second  wife  died  Alarch  3,  1723. 
His  children  were:  Judith,  born  Oct.  12,  1667,  at 
Newport;  Joseph,  born  April  14,  1670,  at  Westerly; 
Samuel,  born  Sept.  29,  1672,  at  Westerly;  John, 
born  Aug.  25,  1675,  at  Newport;  Bethiah,  born 
April  II,  1678,  at  Westerly;  Alary,  born  Dec.  27, 
1680,  at  Westerly;  Susanna,  born  Aug.  31,  1683, 
at  Westerly;  Thomas,  born  Alarch  17,  1686,  at 
A\  esterly;  William,  born  April  21,  1688,  at 

A\’esterly. 

(VT)  Thomas  Clarke,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  and 
born  Alarch  17,  1686,  married,  in  1710,  Elizabeth 
Babcock,  born  Feb.  18,  1691,  in  Westerly,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  and  Elizabeth  (Saunders)  Bab- 
cock. Air.  Clarke  was  bapti2;ed  in  1707,  and  his 
name  was  in  the  list  of  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Westerly  in  1718  and  in  1740.  He  was 
ordained  deacon  of  the  church  Aug.  26,  1735,  and 
was  chosen  assistant  elder  Oct.  20,  1750.  For  a 
number  of  years  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
he  resided  in  Hopkinton,  where  his  death  occurred 
Nov.  26,  1767.  His  children  were:  Sarah,  born 
Alay  II,  1712;  Thomas,  born  Alarch  4,  1715,  at 
Westerly;  Joshua,  born  April  26,  1717,  at  Westerly; 
James,  born  Alarch  3,  1720,  at  Westerly;  and  Jo- 
seph, born  Sept.  14,  1728. 

(VH)  Rev.  Joshua  Clarke,  of  Westerly,  son 
of  Thomas,  born  April  26,  1717,  married  in  April, 
1738,  Hannah  Cottrell,  born  in  1719.  Air.  Clarke 
Avas  chosen  deacon  in  the  Sabbatarian  Church  in 
1756,  but  declined  the  office.  He  appears  in  the 
census  of  I774>  of  Hopkinton.  He  was  a trus- 
tee of  Brown  University.  Rev.  Air.  Clarke  took  part 
in  the  early  Colonial  wars,  also  served  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  death  occurred  at  Westerly, 
Alarch  8,  1793;  his  widow  Hannah  passed  away 
Nov.  4,  1808,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  her  age. 
Their  children  were;  Phineas,  born  Feb.  23,  1740; 
Joshua,  born  Aug.  17,  1741 ; Elizabeth,  bom  in 
1743;  Ethan,  born  Alarch  7,  1745;  Hannah,  born 
Alay  4,  1747;  Thomas,  born  June  10,  1749;  Eliza- 


beth, born  Nov.  14,  1751  ; Arnold,  born  Alarch  17, 
1754;  Henry,  born  Dec.  2,  1756;  Willet,  borni 
Oct.  20,  1759;  Nathan,  born  Feb.  7,  1762;  and  Job 
Bennett,  born  Alay  13,  1765. 

(VHI)  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Westerly,  son 
of  Rev.  Joshua,  born  June  10,  1749,  married  June 

11,  1770,  Olive  Alarsh,  of  Hartford,  Vt.,  born  June 

12,  1756.  Thomas  Clarke  lived  first  in  Westerly 
and  later  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.  His  death 
occurred  Alay  28,  1832.  His  wife  passed  away 
Alay  4,  1828.  The  record  of  their  children  is  as 
follows:  Charlotte,  born  April  23,  1771;  Hannah, 
June  23,  1773;  Abigail,  July  26,  1775;  Thomas, 
Alay  10,  1778;  Abel  Alarsh,  April  22,  1780;  Olive 
Alarsh,  April  30,  1783;  Russell,  April  13,  1787; 
Daniel,  June  23,  1790;  Clarissa,  Jan.  i,  1793;  Peleg 
Congdon,  July  31,  1796;  and  George  W.,  Nov. 
9,  1799- 

(IX)  Peleg  Congdon  Clarke,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Olive  (Alarsh)  Clarke,  was  born  July  31, 
1796,  and  married  Fanny  Spicer,  born  April  26, 
1799,  at  Hopkinton  City,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jo- 
seph and  Alary  (Saunders)  (Cottrell)  Spicer.  Of 
the  latter  it  is  said  that  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution she  tore  up  her  petticoats  at  the  battle  of 
Groton  to  bind  up  the  wounds  of  the  soldiers. 
Peleg  C.  Clarke  was  educated  at  Newport  under 
the  tutorship  of  Levi  Tower.  He  went  to  Hopkin- 
ton in  the  spring  of  1816,  and  thence  to  a large  farm 
in  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  which  was  given  to 
him  by  his  father.  In  1835  he  removed  to  Stoning- 
ton, and  was  one  of  the  extensive  farmers  of  the 
town,  but  returned  to  Clarke’s  Falls'two  years  later. 
In  early  life  he  made  trips  to  the  West  Indies, 
taking  horses  and  mules,  and  returning  with  the 
products  of  those  Islands.  Air.  and  Airs.  Clarke 
joined  the  Sabbatarian  Church  in  1837.  Air. 
Clarke  built  the  road  leading  from  Clarke’s  Falls 
to  Ashaway,  and  he  was  supervisor  of  roads  for 
Hopkinton  for  many  years.  For  several  years  he 
represented  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Assembly.  His  children  were : Alfred, 
born  Sept.  24,  1817,  in  North  Stonington;  Peleg, 
born  Dec.  25,  1819,  in  Hopkinton;  Joseph,  a 
dentist  in  Newport,  R.  1. ; Fanny,  born  Alarch  18, 
1827,  in  Stonington,  married  Jan.  29,  1846,  David 
Langworthy,  of  Alystic,  Conn.,  and  their  issue 
were:  Alattie,  Peleg  and  John;  Clarissa,  born  Jan. 
II,  1828;  Alary  Elizabeth,  born  Alay  14,  1836.  mar- 
ried (first)  Oct.  27,  1856,  Nathan  J.  Crandall  (by 
whom  she  had  one  son,  Peleg  C.),  and  (second) 
Dec.  I,  1875,  Jason  R.  S.  Brown,  of  Hopkinton; 
George  Russell,  born  Alay  14,  1838. 

(X)  Peleg  Clarke,  of  Westerly,  son  of  Peleg 
Congdon,  born  Dec.  25,  1819,  in  Hopkinton,  mar- 
ried Sept.  24,  1839,  Alary  Taylor  Clarke,  born 
April  18,  1821,  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Russell  and  Elizabeth  (Langworthy)  Clarke.  She 
died  Alay  9,  1888.  Air.  Clarke  in  infancy  was 
taken  with  his  father’s  family  to  Stonington,  Conn., 
where  until  fourteen  years  of  age  his  time  was 
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taken  up  assisting  with  the  farm  work  in  season, 
and  in  attendance  at  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  naturally  intellectual,  and  notwithstanding 
the  fact  he  never  attended  school  after  he  was 
fourteen,  he  was  easily  competent  to  carry  on  the 
immense  business  he  did  in  later  years.  He  was  a 
natural  mechanic,  and  from  early  boyhood  showed 
himself  an  adept  in  the  use  of  various  kinds  of 
tools.  He  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade 
under  a Mr.  Avery  at  Milltown,  and  made  such 
rapid  progress  that  in  the  second  year  of  his  time 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a gang  of  workmen. 
When  his  apprenticeship  was  ended  he  came  to 
Westerly  and  established  himself  in  the  business 
of  a contractor  and  builder.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  most  successful  career  of  any  man  who 
ever  carried  on  that  line  of  business  in  Westerly. 
He  was  not  yet  twenty  years  old  when  he  took 
the  contract  of  building  the  village  of  White  Rock, 
and  the  brick  mill  there.  How  well  he  performed 
this  work,  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  many 
years  afterward,  and  when  he  was  gradually  giving 
up  the  business,  the  proprietors  of  this  mill  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  build  the  additions  to  the  mill. 
Among  his  first  jobs  of  building  was  the  erection 
of  the  first  church  building  in  Charlestown,  by 
white  men.  His  reputation  as  a skillful  and  reliable 
builder  was  soon  established.  His  w’ork  was  a 
standard  by  which  work  of  others  might  be  com- 
pared, and  he  had  all  the  work  he  could  do.  He 
built  almost  all  of  the  public  and  private  buildings 
of  the  town  erected  during  his  active  career.  Among 
such  structures  can  be  mentioned  the  Stone  mill 
at  Potters  Hill,  which  was  built  in  1847.  He  also 
built  the  addition  to  that  mill,  a number  of  years 
later.  He  built  many  of  the  hotels  at  Watch  Hill, 
and  Charlestown,  and  many  of  the  public  schools, 
and  finest  private  residences  in  the  town  and 
vicinity.  It  was  Peleg  Clarke  who  had  full  charge 
of  the  building  and  furnishing  of  the  “Dixon 
House”  at  Westerly.  He  bought  not  only  the  build- 
ing material,  but  the  interior  equipment  as  well. 
At  the  time  this  hotel  was  built  in  1866,  it  was 
the  finest  structure  of  its  kind  between  New  York 
and  Boston,  and  its  well  preserved  condition,  after 
more  than  forty  years,  is  in  itself  a monument  to 
any  builder.  Mr.  Clarke  also  built  the  Solway 
Mills  at  Westerly.  In  1843  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  and  he  erected  a sash  and  blind 
factor}-  and  planing  mill  as  an  adjunct  to  it. 
He  continued  so  occupied  until  in  1854,  at  which 
time  he  remove  to  Orange  County,  Va.,  as  the 
representative  of  a gold  mining  company  of  New 
York.  When  he  removed  to  Virginia  he  took  his 
family  along,  and  his  two  younger  daughters  were 
born  in  that  State. 

Mr.  Clarke’s  residence  in  Virginia  was  during 
the  period  immediately  preceding  and  during  the 
first  year  of  the  Civil  war.  Born  in  New  Eng- 
land and  reared  in  the  midst  of  Abolition  sentiment, 
he  was  not  the  kind  of  man  to  change,  his  anti- 


slavery views,  simply  because  he  lived  in  Virginia. 
A man  of  great  force  of  character  and  a citizen  that 
would  be  welcomed  in  any  community,  his  newly 
formed  acquaintances  in  Virginia  endeavored  to 
win  him  over  to  their  way  of  thinking  on  the 
slavery  question.  He  kept  slaves  himself,  but  his 
treatment  and  care  of  them  were  different  from 
what  was  generally  practiced  in  the  South.  He 
bought  their  clothing  in  the  North,  and  looked  after 
their  welfare  much  more  closely  than  southern 
slave  owners  would.  Peaceable  means  were  first 
employed  to  win  him  over  to  pro-slavery,  then  in- 
timidation and  force  of  arms,  but  Peleg  Clarke  re- 
mained firm.  He  was  offered  a commission  in  the 
Confederate  army,  but  that  New  England  blood  of 
his  was  the  same  within  him  even  if  his  surround- 
ings were  different.  Those  were  strenuous  times, 
matters  had  grown  so  serious  that  a reward  of 
$2,500  was  offered  by  the  Confederate  Government 
for  his  capture,  and  it  was  like  taking  his  life  in 
his  hands  to  be  seen.  He  was  constantly  armed, 
and  his  denunciation  of  southern  methods  only  be- 
came more  bitter.  The  gold  mining  business  prov- 
ing unprofitable,  he  established  a lucrative  lumber 
business  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  whereto  he  re- 
moved his  family.  It  was  at  his  home  there  that 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  a guest,  and  dined  with  Mr.  Clarke.  In  1862 
and  1863  he  lived  in  Philadelphia,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Westerly,  and  there  he  resumed,  in  a way, 
the  business  of  contractor  and  builder.  He  did 
considerable  special  work,  and  built  some  buildings 
for  his  former  patrons,  who  insisted  upon  his  doing 
the  work.  It  was  in  this  way  that  he  had  charge 
of  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  “Dixon 
House.”  He  was  also  engaged  in  some  spec- 
ulations, which  proved  profitable.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  Babcock  & Morse  at  Westerly.  He 
also  did  considerable  surveying.  In  1869  he 
was  made  a director  of  the  Pawcatuck  Bank,  and 
in  1870  became  its  president,  and  as  such  he  re- 
mained for  almost  thirty  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  stockholders  in  the  Westerly  Gas  Light 
Company,  in  which  he  was  a director  for  many 
years.  In  financial  circles  he  wielded  as  great  an 
influence  as  any  man  of  his  time.  His  judgment 
in  such  matters  was  considered  excellent.  He  served 
as  administrator  of  estates,  also  as  receiver,  and  as 
trustee.  In  all  his  service  of  this  character  he  gave 
such  affairs  just  as  close,  if  not  closer,  attention  as 
his  own  personal  business.  A man  of  high  honor, 
strictest  integrity,  his  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond.  His  large  business  experience  caused  his 
judgment  to  be  sought  often  in  business  matters. 
A man  of  firm  mind,  if  he  thought  he  was  right  he 
held  to  it,  unless  it  was  proved  he  was  wrong.  He 
was  a good  handler  of  men,  and  no  small  amount 
of  his  success  as  a builder  can  be  attributed  to  this 
characteristic.  He  was  a disciplinarian,  yet  kind- 
hearted.  Many  instances  of  his  kindness  were 
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known  only  to  the  recipients.  Years  afterward  his 
old  employes,  frequently  showed  marked  manifesta- 
tion of  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  held  him.  In 
1870  he  located  in  the  home  on  Beach  Street,  West- 
erly, which  was  built  by  him  and  there  his  death 
occurred  on  Oct.  16,  1899.  He  was  buried  in  the 
beautiful  River  Bend  Cemetery  at  Westerly,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators. 

Mr.  Clarke  left  a large  estate  which  had  been 
accumulated  by  his  own  efforts.  He  was  not  a man 
who  lived  to  accumulate  property,  but  one  who  en- 
joyed life  in  any  way  he  wanted  to.  He  was  never 
what  could  be  called  a public  man ; however,  his  in- 
fluence and  energies  were  always  exerted  for  the 
town’s  best  interests.  He  was  a stanch  Republican, 
and  took  a keen  interest  in  the  success  of  that  party. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  the  lodge  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows at  Westerly. 

His  children  were  as  follows : Peleg  Fillmore, 
born  Oct.  17,  1841,  died  at  Westerly,  Aug.  18,  1843; 
Mary  Estelle,  born  Dec.  23,  1844,  married  Henry 
S.  Mowry,  of  Providence,  and  died  April  23,  1878, 
leaving  a son,  Frederick  Clarke,  who  was  practically 
reared  in  the  family  of  his  grandfather,  and  by  an 
act  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  had  his 
name  changed  to  Frederick  Clarke;  Maria  Ara- 
belle,  born  May  26,  1846,  married  Perry  N.  Del- 
linger, of  Ripon,  Wis.,  and  resides  in  Bellingham, 
Wash.;  Anna  Augusta,  born  June  28,  1848,  died 
Sept.  7,  1848;  William  Henry,  born  Feb.  22,  1852, 
died  Aug.  24,  1852;  Frances  Virginia,  born  Oct.  8, 
1856,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.,  married  Nov.  30,  1880, 
William  B.  Briggs,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  has  two 
sons,  Peleg  Bowen  (born  May  10,  1885),  and  Perry 
Clarke  (born  Jan.  21,  1888),  and  they  reside  at  the 
old  homestead  of  Peleg  Clarke  on  Beach  Street, 
Westerly ; Martha  Brown,  born  Nov.  27,  1858,  in 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  married,  Aug.  15,  1888,  Wil- 
liam S.  Eaton,  of  Westerly,  and  she  died  Sept.  25, 
1891,  leaving  one  daughter,  Ervilla  Kellogg,  born 
Aug.  25,  1891. 

BERIAH  HOPKINS  LAWTON,  in  his  life 
time  prominent  in  the  business  and  political  affairs 
of  Washington  county,  R.  I.,  was  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  settled  families  of  the  State.  The 
Lawtons  of  Rhode  Island  trace  their  lineage  from 

(1)  George  Lawton,  of  England,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hazard. 

(II)  Robert  Lawton,  son  of  George,  married 
Marv  O’Dell. 

(III)  Robert  Lawton  (2),  son  of  Robert. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Lawton,  son  of  Robert  (2). 

(V)  , Benjamin  Lawton  (2),  son  of  Benjamin. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Lawton  (3),  son  of  Benjamin 

(2) ,  was  bom  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  in  1747,  and  he  died 
in  1825.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Patience  Carter  Clark,  and  she  died  Dec.  9, 1813. 
Their  children  were:  Caleb,  born  June  15,  1770, 
died  Jan.  26,  1841 ; John,  married  a member  of  the 
Hill  family;  Benjamin,  married  Susannah  Hall; 


Clark,  married  Freelove  Remington;  Mary,  mar- 
ried Benedict  Arnold ; and  Patience,  married  Josiah 
Arnold. 

(VII)  Caleb  Lawton,  son  of  Benjamin  (3), 
was  born  June  15,  1770.  He  married  Mary  Rey- 
nolds, who  died  July  14,  1793,  daughter  of  Robert 
Reynolds.  He  married  (second)  Alice,  born  July 
29,  1778,  died  Feb.  2,  1852,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Hopkins)  i\lbro,  and  their  children 
were:  Mercy  R.,  born  Oct.  15,  1801,  married  Mer- 
chant Barber;  Thomas  A.,  born  Dec.  ii,  1803; 
Sarah  H.,  born  Nov.  27,  1805,  married  Dutee  J. 
Hall;  Samuel  A.,  born  Aug.  2,  1810,  died  June  22, 
1811 ; Samuel  A.  (2),  born  Alarch  31,  1812,  married 
Martha  Burns;  Honor  H.,  born  April  21,  1814, 
married  Josiah  Sherman;  and  Beriah  Hopkins, 
born  Aug.  10,  1823. 

(VIII)  Beriah  Hopkins  Lawton  was  born 
Aug.  10,  1823,  in  Exeter,  R.  L,  and  there  spent  his 
boyhood  days.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he 
was  elected  from  Exeter  to  represent  the  town  in 
the  State  Senate,  and,  in  all,  represented  that  town 
and  North  Kingstown  in  the  General  Assembly 
twenty-nine  years.  He  served  in  the  council  of 
North  Kingstown,  and  was  also  high  sheriff  of 
Washington  county,  and  in  his  later  years  was  in- 
spector of  cattle  for  tuberculosis.  For  many  years 
he  was  vice-president  of  the  Washington  County 
Agricultural  Sodety,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders.  He  served  in  the  Dorr  war  as  a Major, 
and  in  politics  was  a stanch  Republican. 

On  Nov.  14,  1847,  Beriah  Hopkins  Lawton  mar- 
ried Sarah  B.  Wightman,  born  Jan.  19,  1828,  in 
North  Kingstown,  and  to  them  were  born:  Byron 
D.,  born  Oct.  i,  1849,  Dec.  23,  1862;  two  died 
in  infancy;  Theodore  Elgin,  born  July  25,  1857, 
married  Dec.  7,  1882,  Ann  Elizabeth  Watson,  and 
had  two  sons,  Byron  D.  (died  in  infancy)  and 
William  Hopkins  (born  June  17,  1888).  Beriah  H. 
Lawton  died  Feb.  10,  1904. 

Josiah  Wightman,  father  of  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Law- 
ton,  was  born  on  Quidnessett  Neck,  North  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  and  and  there  engaged  in  farming  all  of 
his  life.  He  married  Almira  Spink,  who,  like  him- 
self, was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  to  them  were  born : Nathaniel, 
deceased ; Sarah  B.,  Mrs.  Beriah  H.  Lawton ; Mary 
Frances,  who  married  Nathan  B.  Waldron,  and  has 
two  children,  Harry  Alton  and  Adelaide ; Ann 
Maria,  deceased,  who  married  Albert  C.  Greene, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Josephine ; Lydia  Amanda, 
whoi  married  Charles  Greene ; Byron,  deceased,  who 
married  Frances  Supplee;  and  Josephine,  who  mar- 
ried William  A.  Tucker,  and  became  the  mother  of 
one  daughter,  Myra. 

(IX)  Theodore  Elgin  Lawton,  son  of  Beriah 
H.,  was  bom  July  25,  1857,  in  the  house  where  he 
now  resides  in  Wickford,  R.  I.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  early  school  days  in  Wickford,later  attend- 
ing Mowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical  Institute 
in  Providence.  For  about  ten  years  he  was  en- 
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gaged  with  the  wholesale  grocery  firm  of  Waldron 
& \Vightman,  in  Providence,  and  for  a like  period 
was  special  officer  in  the  Interior  Department  of  the 
United  States,  looking  up  fraudulent  pension  cases, 
with  Bangor,  Maine,  as  headquarters.  In  this 
service  his  rating  was  98.2  per  cent.  After  com- 
pleting this  service  he  went  to  South  America,  and 
started  a line  of  steamers  running  from  Cartagena, 
in  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  to  the  Gulf  of 
Darien,  and  up  the  Atrato  River  to  Quibdo  at  its  head 
navigable  waters.  About  1889  he  returned  and  en- 
gaged in  the  secret  service  in  New  York  City,  es- 
tablishing the  Fidelity  and  other  branches  of  Secret 
Service,  doing  corporation  work  until  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1904,  when  he  returned  to  Wickford, 
R.  I.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  the 
wood  and  timber  business  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  Lawton  family  also  traces  descent  from 

(I)  Walter  Cromwell,  the  line  being 

(II)  Thomas,  Earl  of  Essex,  born  1485,  died 
1540. 

(III)  Sir  Richard  Williams,  rose  to  fortune 
through  his  uncle  Thomas  Cromwell  and  took  the 
Cromwell  name  at  the  desire  of  Henry  VIII.  He 
married  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Myrffin, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

(IV)  Sir  Henry  Cromwell,  Knighted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  married  Joan  Warren. 

(V)  Frances  Cromwell  married  Richard 
Whaley. 

(VI)  Robert  (Theophilus)  Whaley,  married 
Elizabeth  Mills. 

(VII)  Martha  Whaley  married  Joseph  Hop- 
kins. 

(\TII)  Samuel  Hopkins  married  Honor  Brown. 

(IX)  Sarah  Hopkins  married  Thomas  Albro. 

(X)  Alice  Albro  married  Caleb  Lawton. 

(XI)  Beriah  Hopkins  Lawton. 

(XII)  Theodore  Elgin  Lawton. 

(XIII)  William  Hopkins  Lawton. 

DUNCAN  GILLIES,  who  for  a quarter  of  a 
century,  with  a brief  interregnum,  was  the  sole  edi- 
tor and  proprietor  of  the  Narragansett  Times,  pub- 
lished at  Wakefield,  R.  L,  was  born  Aug.  6,  1830, 
in  Scotland.  Mr.  Gillies  inherited  in  all  its  fullness 
the  tenacity  and  endurance  of  his  persevering  race. 
He  had  never  experienced  the  advantages  of  schol- 
astic training,  but  his  naturally  strong  intellect 
could  not  lie  fallow,  and,  backed  by  a strong  con- 
stitution, he  filched  from  what  should  have  been 
time  for  rest,  hours  of  study,  until  he  become  a 
well-read  man.  After  working  as  a printer  in  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  he  twenty-five  years  ago 
came  to  Wakefield,  having  entered  into  an  engage- 
ment with  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Wells,  late  of  the  Kings- 
ton Bank,  and  who  was  then  conducting  the  South 
County  Journal.  Satisfied  with  this  position,  the 
deceased  sent  to  Scotland  for  Elizabeth  McCaig. 
She  came,  and  they  were  married  in  New  York  in 
1858.  Shortly  after  this  important  step,  Mr.  Gil- 


lies took  the  printing  office  and  newspaper  ofi  Mr. 
Wells’s  hands  and  conducted  both  with  skill  and 
enterprise ; but  he  was  a man  of  strong  feeling,  and 
at  the  earnest  solicitations  of  his  mother,  in  1861 
he  disposed  of  his  business,  and  returned  with  his 
then  small  family  to  Scotland.  He  remained  in  the 
land  of  his  birth  until  the  death  of  his  mother, 
shortly  after  the  occurrence  of  which,  mainly  in 
consequence  of  a communication  from  Mr.  Wells, 
he  returned  to  Wakefield.  This  was  in  1864.  He 
then  resumed  his  former  business  and  changed  the 
title  from  South  County  Journal  into  that  of  the 
Narragansett  Times.  It  was  then  a much  smaller 
sheet  than  now;  but  from  time  to  time  Mr.  Gillies’s 
enterprise  enlarged  it  until  it  assumed  its  present 
respectable  proportions. 

In  1871-72  he  opened  the  Columbia  building, 
which  he  had  erected  at  a cost  of  some  $12,000. 
The  building  contained  a large  hall,  several  stores 
and  the  printing  office  of  the  Narragansett  Tunes. 
Connected  with  it  were  a tenement  and  a large 
shed  for  the  accommodation  of  teams.  It  was  the 
clear  sighted  enterprise  and  patriotism  of  the  man 
that  impelled  him  to  carry  out  this  large  under- 
taking. At  that  time  there  were  but  few  buildings 
southeast  of  Columbia  Corner ; but  Mr.  Gillies 
foresaw  the  capabilities  of  Wakefield  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment  is  proved 
today  by  the  numerous  first-class  cottages  which 
are  now  freely  sprinkled  along  the  southern  and 
eastern  boundaries  of  the  site  of  the  late  Columbia 
building.  The  hall  itself  proved  a success.  It 
was  rented  freely,  and  it  was  within  its  walls  that 
David  G.  Erost  first  made  his  temperance  mark  in 
this  community — a mark,  which  we  are  happy  to 
add,  is  indelible  to  this  day.  The  stores,  too,  were 
occupied,  and  the  tenement  let.  All  was  now  ap- 
parent sunshine  as  regarded  the  future  material 
prosperity  of  Mr.  Gillies ; but  the  darkness  came.  In 
a night  all  was  swept  away.  The  fire  fiend  laid 
hold  of  Columbia  building,  and  in  a few  hours  re- 
duced it  to  ashes.  Printing  plant,  steam  power, 
stationery  goods,  tenements,  and  shed — all,  all  were 
swept  away.  At  the  time  of  this  calamity  Mr.  Gil- 
lies was  very  sick ; he  was  suffering  from  the  pain- 
ful and  incurable  disease  which  culminated  in  death. 
He  rallied,  however,  at  the  time.  His  strong  will 
and  indomitable  energy  were  not  to  be  crushed  out 
of  him  by  one  blow,  however  severe  that  blow  might 
be.  By  extraordinary  efforts  he  continued  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Narragansett  Times,  and  in  a mar- 
velously short  space  of  time  the  present  office  was 
built  and  furnished  with  its  present  superior  plant 
of  presses  and  type.  According  to  a statement  pub- 
lished by  him,  a year  after  the  fire,  his  absolute  loss 
was  about  $10,000.  The  results  of  nearly  a quarter 
of  a century  of  thrift  and  energy  were  swept  away. 
This  was  enough  to  break  the  spirit  of  an  Ordinary 
man,  but  he  was  not  an  ordinary  man.  He  was  a 
man  of  iron  nerve  and  resolution ; one  of  those 
whose  courage  riseth  with  the  occasion.  Scotsman 
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as  he  was,  he  followed  his  country’s  maxim,  and 
^‘set  a stoot  heart  to  a stie  brae.”  But  great  as  was 
his  strength  of  will,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  would  not 
have  succumbed  at  this  time  if  he  had  not  met  with 
many  friends.  Among  these  it  is  but  just  to  men- 
tion the  Hon.  Rowland  Hazard,  whose  prompt  and 
spontaneous  pecuniary  aid  was  of  the  greatest  ser- 
vice. But,  after  all,  according  to  the  detailed  state- 
ment to  which  we  have  alluded,  Mr.  Gillies’s  loss 
was  about  $10,000.  He  never  completely  recovered 
from  this  sad  reverse.  It  weighed  upon  his  spirits 
and  was  like  a millstone  around  the  neck  of  his 
energy.  At  the  age  of  fifty,  he  had  to  begin  again 
at  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder;  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  he  should  sometimes  be  inclined  to 
despair.  The  disease,  too,  which  had  fastened  on 
him  was  relentlessly  sapping  his  vitality  until  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  16,  1881,  the  end  came. 

But  the  Columbia  building  was  not  the  only  en- 
terprise which  the  keen  prescience  of  the  deceased 
g’ave  birth  to.  To  him  really  belongs  the  credit  of 
first  awakening  the  community  to  the  advantages 
±0  be  derived  from  the  construction  of  a railroad  to 
Narragansett  Pier.  Out  of  a few  lines  penned  by 
him,  in  his  editorial  capacity,  the  prospect  was  first 
seriously  entertained.  The  idea,  when  once  it  was 
fairly  mooted,  soon  engaged  the  earnest  attention 
of  some  of  the  most  astute  citizens,  and  the  Nar- 
ragansett Pier  Railroad  can  today  answer  for  itself 
as  to  the  benefits  it  confers  upon  the  community. 
He  was  also  among  the  first  to  suggest  the  new 
Point  Judith  shore  road. 

But  enough  of  minute  detail.  Duncan  Gillies 
is  no  longer  in  this  world,  and  his  death  has  left  a 
gap  that  it  will  be  hard  to  fill.  He  was  a good  cit- 
izen and  a worthy  neighbor.  He  was  patriotic  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  He  was  eminently 
enterprising,  and  any  projected  improvement  was 
sure  of  his  support — head,  heart  and  hand.  Any- 
thing he  put  his  hand  to  was  pursued  with  unre- 
laxing fixity  of  purpose.  There  was  no  vacillation, 
no  giving  away.  In  temper  inflexible  and  in  force 
of  will  indomitable,  he  never  swerved  from  what 
he  believed  to  be  the  path  of  duty.  As  a friend  he 
was  reliable  and  as  a citizen  respected.  As  an  editor 
he  was  uncompromising  and  vigorous.  Deeds,  not 
the  doers  of  them,  was  his  motto.  His  pen  was  a 
facile  one,  but  it  never  descended  to  toadyism. 
Right  he  was  ever  ready  to  uphold;  but  Wrong  he 
was  equally  prompt  to  denounce,  and  with  a scath- 
ing force  that  is  not  the  gift  of  many  men.  His 
integrity  was  proverbial,  and  not  his  bitterest  enemy 
(and  what  public  man  is  there  that  has  not  ene- 
mies?) could  accuse  him  of  time-serving  or  syco- 
phancy. For  a quarter  of  a century  he  conducted  the 
Times  upon  a principle  of  strict  neutrality.  How 
far  he  succeeded  his  numerous  readers  must  judge 
for  themselves.  In  short,  he  filled  with  honor  and 
credit  the  position  to  which  he  was  called,  and  if 
he  had  failings — which  all  men  have — let  them  be 
buried  with  him  in  the  silent  grave. 


Requiescat  in  pace. 

The  children  born  to  Duncan  and  Elizabeth 
(McCaig)  Gillies  were:  John;  Bessie,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  Sleeman,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Duncan  Wells;  Archibald,  who  married 
iSIrs.  Grace  Fagan;  Roderick;  and  iMargaret. 

John  Gillies,  son  of  Duncan  and  Elizabeth 
(McCaig)  Gillies,  was  born  in  A'akefield,  R.  I., 
April  24,  1859.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools,  and  under  the  tutorship  of  Air.  Car- 
penter. At  the  age  of  seven  or  eight  years  he  be- 
gan to  set  type,  and  in  his  father's  office  he  learned 
the  printer’s  trade,  becoming  proficient  in  all  its 
branches,  so  that  upon  his  father's  death  in  1881 
he  was  well  fitted  to  shoulder  the  management  of 
the  large  and  growing  business  which  all  these 
years  has  been  carried  on  under  the  name  of  D. 
Gillies’  Sons.  Air.  Gillies  was  married,  in  South 
Kingstown,  to  Annie  AI.  Strout,  who  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1901,  leaving  two  children,  Elizabeth  and 
Robert  Strout.  Air.  Gillies  is  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Press  Club  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Peace  Dale 
Congregational  Church,  and  his  political  affiliation 
in  national  politics  is  with  the  Republican  party. 

GRINNELL  (New  Bedford-Providence  family). 
Since  the  early  settlement  of  Newport  and  Ports- 
mouth, this  Commonwealth,  shortly  after  1638,  the 
Grinnells  have  been  identified  with  Rhode  Island 
and  Alassachusetts  history,  the  earlier  generations 
living  largely  in  the  towns  of  Newport  county;  and 
for  the  past  hundred  and  more  years  branches  of 
this  southern  Rhode  Island  family  have  been  repre- 
sentative of  the  best  citizenship  in  the  old  Massa- 
chusetts town  of  New  Bedford  and  at  Providence. 
At  New  Bedford  lived  Capt.  Cornelius  Grinnell,  a 
patriot  of  the  Revolution,  and  long  engaged  in  the 
merchant  service,  who  married  into  the  old  his- 
toric Howland  family,  and  one  of  whose  sons,  Jo- 
seph Grinnell,  for  almost  a decade  represented  the 
New  Bedford  district  in  the  United  States  Congress, 
and  was  long  prominent  as  a merchant  and  manu- 
facturer and  banker  of  the  town ; and  there  lived 
the  late  Lawrence  Grinnell,  the  father  of  the  late 
Frederick  Grinnell,  who  so  long  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Providence  Steam  and  Gas  Pipe  Company  and 
the  General  Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  a man  of 
genius  in  mechanical  lines,  whose  inventions  gave 
him  distinction,  and  one  of  whose  sons,  Russell 
Grinnell,  is  at  this  time  vice-president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Eire  Extinguisher  Company.  It  is  with  this 
New  Bedford-Providence  branch  of  the  Grinnell 
family  this  article  deals. 

(I)  Matthew  Grinnell,  of  Huguenot  ancestry, 
the  name  in  Erance  being  known  as  Grennelle,  came 
to  America,  and  his  name  is  in  a long  list  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Newport  admitted  after  Alay  20,  1638.  He 
died  before  1643,  which  year  his  widow  Rose 
married  Anthony  Paine.  She  married  (third) 
James  Weeden.  Alatthew  Grinnell's  children 
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were ; Matthew,  Thomas,  Daniel,  and  a daughter. 

(II)  Daniel  Grinnell,  son  of  Matthew,  born 
about  1636,  married  Mary  Wodell,  born  in  Novem- 
ber, 1640,  daughter  of  Mdlliam  and  Mary  Wodell, 
and  they  lived  in  Portsmouth  and  Little  Compton, 
R.  1.  Mr.  Grinnell  bought  land  in  1656  and  was 
made  a freeman  in  1657.  He  was  for  several  years 
juryman  and  served  as  constable.  He  was  of  Little 
Compton  as  early  as  1687.  His  children  were : 
Daniel,  Jonathan  (born  in  1670)  and  Richard  (born 
in  1675). 

(III)  Richard  Grinnell,  son  of  Daniel,  born  in 
1675,  married  May  25,  1704,  Patience,  born  in  1681, 
daughter  of  James  Emery.  They  lived  in  Little 
Compton,  R.  I.  ]\Ir.  Grinnell  bought  several  tracts 
of  land — over  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres — be- 
tween 1701  and  1721.  His  death  occurred  July  i, 
1725.  His  wife  died  March  10,  1749.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  George,  born  Jan.  25,  1705;  William, 
March  19,  1707;  Rebecca,  Dec.  16,  1710;  Eliza- 
beth, I\Iay  21,  1713;  Patience,  Aug.  24,  1715; 
Richard,  March  8,  1717;  Ruth,  April  3,  1719; 
Daniel,  April  20,  1721 ; and  Sarah,  born  Alay  6, 
1723. 

(IV)  Daniel  Grinnell,  born  April  20,  1721, 
married  May  31,  1741,  Grace  Palmer,  born  Jan.  18, 
1720,  and  their  children  of  Little  Compton  town  rec- 
ord, according  to  Arnold,  were : Ruth,  born  Feb. 
14,  1744;  Alice,  Jan.  14,  1746;  Aaron,  Oct.  22, 
1747;  Aloses,  Dec.  3,  1751;  Betsey,  March,  1754; 
Cornelius,  Feb.  ii,  1758;  Susanna,  June  24,  1761. 

(V)  Capt.  Cornelius  Grinnell,  born  Feb.  ii, 
1758,  located  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He  married 
in  1785  Sylvia  Howland,  a woman  of  lovely  char- 
acter. She  was  born  on  the  4th  of  the  8th  month, 
1765,  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Sarah  (Hicks)  How- 
land, he  a direct  descendant  of  Henry  Howland,  of 
Plymouth,  probably  as  early  as  1625,  his  lineage 
being  through  Zoeth,  Benjamin  and  Barnabas  How- 
land. Captain  Grinnell  located  at  New  Bedford 
about  1780.  In  1810  he  established  the  house  of  Fish 
& Grinnell,  New  York,  which  was  the  first  American 
firm  to  start  a regular  line  of  packets  to  Liverpool 
and  London ; and  the  house,  under  the  name  of 
Grinnell,  Minturn  & Co.,  exists  to  the  present  date. 
Captain  Grinnell  served  his  country  both  by  land 
and  sea  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a 
vessel  owner  and  commander  and  built  a number  of 
ships,  one  of  which,  the  “Euphrates,”  built  in  1803, 
was  famous  in  her  day.  She  had  a long  history 
and  was  destroyed  by  the  “Shenandoah”  in  the  Pa- 
cific in  1864.  For  the  entire  sixty  years  of  her  use 
she  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Grinnell  family.  Cap- 
tain Grinnell  had  good  business  talents,  and  his  de- 
votion to  mercantile  pursuits  was  transmitted  to 
his  sons.  He  died  April  19,  1850,  at  New  Bedford, 
aged  ninety-three  years.  His  wife  died  Aug.  i, 
1837.  Their  children  were:  Cornelius,  Jr.,  born 
Feb.  8,  1786:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  17.  i788,who  was  a 
member  of  Congress  from  1843  to  1851 ; Sylvia,  born 
Aug.  II,  1791,  who  married  William  T.  Russell; 
William  P.,  born  Sept,  i,  1797;  Henry,  born  Feb. 


18,  1799,  who  resided  in  New  York,  and  became  a 
very  distinguished  man,  in  1850  equipping  at  his  own 
cost  an  Arctic  expedition  in  search  of  Sir  John 
Franklin,  and  in  1853,  associated  with  George  Pea- 
body, sending  out  a second  expedition,  while  he 
was  a generous  contributor  to  the  Hayes  and  Po- 
laris enterprises,  and  a lasting  memorial  to  him  is 
Grinnell  land,  named  for  him ; Abraham  B.,  born 
June  14,  1801,  who  died  in  young  manhood;  Moses 
H.,  born  March  23,  1803,  who  was  a resident  of 
New  York,  identified  with  the  Grinnell,  Minturn 
& Co.  line  of  packets,  and  like  his  brothers,  Joseph 
and  Henry,  became  very  prominent,  numbering 
among  his  warmest  friends  Daniel  Webster,  Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant  and  Washington  Irving,  and  he  him- 
self being  a member  of  Congress  from  1835  to  1841, 
president  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  1843,  president  of  the  Phenix  Bank  and  of  the 
Union  Club,  and  Commodore  of  the  New  York 
Yacht  Club;  Francis  H.,  born  Aug.  ii,  1805;  and 
James  M.,  born  Oct.  30,  1807. 

(VI)  Cornelius  Grinnell,  son  of  Capt.  Cor- 
nelius, was  born  Feb.  8,  1786,  at  New  Bedford,  and 
when  a young  man  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
became  a partner  in  the  commission  business. 
Later  he  returned  to  New  Bedford  and  purchasing 
a farm  known  as  Potomska,  about  ten  miles  from 
that  place,  for  a few  years  was  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  fine  Merino  sheep.  In  about  1828  he  re- 
moved to  New  Bedford  and  erected  the  house  ad- 
joining the  residence  of  the  late  Frederick  Grinnell, 
and  there  died  in  1830.  He  married  (first)  June 
26,  1808,  Eliza  Tallman  Russell,  daughter  of  Gil- 
bert and  Lydia  (Tallman)  Russell.  Airs.  Grinnell 
died  in  1827.  Subsequently  he  married  (second) 
Alary  Russell,  sister  to  his  first  wife,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  a number  of  years,  and  died  at  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  while  there  on  a visit.  His 
children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Eliza 
R.,  born  July  3,  1809,  died  unmarried;  Lawrence 
was  born  April  17,  1811;  Alary  R.,  born  Jan.  28, 
1813,  married  Oct.  30,  1844,  Henry  Holdrege,  a 
commission  merchant  in  New  York ; Joseph  G., 
born  Oct.  3,  1815,  who  was  engaged  in  the  foundry 
business  at  New  Bedford,  where  he  died,  married 
(first)  Sept.  14,  1841,  Susan  Williams,  and  (sec- 
ond) Sept.  23,  1847,  Lydia  W.  Presbury;  Edmund, 
born  Alarch  26,  1817,  who  married,  March  3,  1842, 
Mary  Wood,  was  a plantation  owner  and  died  in 
Tennessee ; William  R.,  born  March  10,  1819,  who 
was  married  June  8,  1847,  Charlotte  Irving,  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  and  died  at  Aurora, 
N.  Y. ; Frank  died  in  infancy;  Frank  (2),  born  in 
1821,  and  now  a farmer  near  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio, 
married  Dec.  8,  1846,  Marion  Johnson;  Susan  R., 
born  Alarch  23,  1823,  is  unmarried  and  resides  at 
New  Bedford ; Cornelia,  born  Alarch  19,  1825,  mar- 
ried Oct.  I,  1846,  Nathaniel  P.  Willis,  the  poet,  and 
lived  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  she  died. 

(VTI)  Lawrence  Grinnell,  son  of  Cornelius, 
was  born  April  17,  1811,  in  New  Bedford,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  private  school  and  the 
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Friends’  Academy  under  John  H.  \V.  Page.  In  1829, 


years.  Upon  reaching  his  majority  he  returned  to 
. New  Bedford  and  went  into  business  at  the  corner 
of  First  and  Grinnell  streets,  in  the  manufacture 
of  sperm  oil  and  candles.  At  the  same  time  he 
engaged  in  the  commission  business  and  was  ship 
agent  of  several  vessels,  among  them  the  famous 
“Euphrates,”  the  barks  “Persia,”  “Joshua  Brag- 
; don”  and  “Wavelet.”  He  was  alone  in  business 
until  his  brother  Joseph  became  a member  of  the 
firm  a few  years  later.  In  1843  became  agent 
for  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New 
i York,  a position  he  held  for  nearly  fifty  years.  After 
! the  large  fire  in  1859,  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
I New  Bedford,  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Liver- 
I pool  & London  & Globe  Insurance  Company,  but 
I not  until  1870  did  he  make  the  insurance  business 
his  occupation.  In  1876  he  took  his  son,  Richard 
W.,  as  a partner  under  the  name  of  Lawrence  Grin- 
I nell  & Son.  After  the  latter’s  retirement,  in  1883, 

* he  formed  a partnership  with  (at  different  periods) 
Joshua  C.  Hitch  and  John  H.  Pedro.  In  1846  Mr. 
Grinnell  became  treasurer  of  the  New  Bedford  & 
Taunton  Railroad  Company,  and  held  that  position 
until  April  i,  1873.  He  then  successively  became 
treasurer  of  the  New  Bedford  railroad  until  1876, 
and  of  the  Boston,  Clinton  & Fitchburg  railroad 
until  1878.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a stanch 
Republican,  and  had  been  so  from  the  formation  of 
the  party,  previous  to  that  being  a Whig.  He  was 
deeply  interested  in  municipal  politics,  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  common  council  for  two  years. 
In  April,  1861,  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Lincoln  customs  collector  at  New  Bedford,  and  he 
held  that  office  from  May  i,  1861,  to  March  i,  1870. 
Mr.  Grinnell  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
New  Bedford,  and  was  a worthy  representative  of 
the  old  and  honored  family.  He  died  Dec.  14, 
1893,  after  a decline  in  health  covering  two  years. 

On  Oct.  8,  1835,  Mr.  Grinnell  married  Rebecca 
Smith,  daughter  of  Richard  Williams.  She  died 
Oct.  8,  1893,  active  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Church.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Frederick  was 
born  Aug.  14,  1836.  (2)  Laura  W.,  born  Feb.  7, 

1840,  died  Nov.  12,  1842.  (3)  Mary  Russell,  born 

Sept.  22,  1843,  <Jied  Oct.  ii,  1874.  (4)  Richard 

Williams,  born  Jan.  10,  1846,  died  Dec.  23,  1900. 
He  married  Leonora  Gardner,  born  Nov.  29,  1843, 
in  what  is  now  East  Providence,  and  she  died  Nov. 
20,  1904.  Their  children  were  ; Rebecca  Williams, 
born  Oct.  6,  1875 ; Mary  Russell,  born  Nov.  17, 
1877;  and  Harold  Duncan,  born  Jan.  24,  1880,  who 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  1903,  and  is  an  archi- 
tect. Richard  W.  Grinnell  attended  the  Friends’ 
School  and  Brown  University,  and  was  for  a time 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  insurance  business, 
later  being  a partner  with  his  brother  Frederick, 
in  Providence,  in  the  manufacturing  of  fire  ex- 
tinguishers, but  failing  health  caused  him  to  give 


up  active  business,  and  for  some  years  he  resided 
in  California,  but  in  1896  he  returned  to  New  Bed- 
ford, where  he  resided  until  his  death.  (5)  Nina, 
born  Nov.  12,  1851,  died  the  same  day. 

(VIII)  Frederick  Grinnell,  son  of  Lawrence 
and  Rebecca  Smith  (Williams)  Grinnell,  was  born 
Aug.  14,  1836,  in  New  Bedford,  i\Iass.,  and  in  the 
Friends’  Academy  of  that  place  received  his  early 
education.  Having  decided  upon  civil  engineering 
as  a profession  he  furthered  his  studies  in  this  line 
at  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1855  with  high 
honors,  his  name  being  at  the  head  of  the  list  of 
over  sixty  students  of  that  year.  In  the  fall  of 
1855  he  commenced  practical  work  as  a draughts- 
man, gaining  shop  practice  in  the  Jersey  City  Loco- 
motive Works.  From  this  time  with  little  exception 
he  was  at  these  works  until  i860.  In  the  meantime, 
in  the  summer  of  1858,  he  served  as  assistant  en- 
gineer in  the  construction  of  the  Burlington  & Mis- 
souri River  railroad,  now  a part  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  & Quincy.  For  a period  beginning  in 
i860  he  was  draughtsman  in  the  employ  of  the  Cor- 
liss Steam  Engine  Company,  Providence,  R.  I., 
where  his  exceptional  ability  was  soon  recognized, 
and  soon  after  entering  the  Corliss  Company  he 
was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  same,  and  acted  for  a 
time  as  superintendent  of  the  works.  This  experi- 
ence made  him  familiar  with  the  construction  of  the 
Corliss  engines,  owing  to  which  during  the  Civil 
war  he  was  sent  on  several  trips  on  the  steamer 
“Blackstone,”  one  of  these  trips  being  in  search  of 
the  line-of-battle  ship  “Vermont,”  which  had  been 
given  up  as  lost. 

Mr.  Grinnell,  in  January,  1865,  became  general 
manager  of  the  Jersey  City  Locomotive  Works,  then 
leased  by  the  Atlantic  & Great  Western  Railroad 
Company,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  motive  power  and 
machinery  of  the  Atlantic  & Great  Western  rail- 
road. Previous  to  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this 
position  Air.  Grinnell  spent  several  months  in  visit- 
ing and  studying  the  large  mechanical  establish- 
ments of  England  and  Scotland.  He  remained  m’ 
the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  & Great  Western  Com- 
pany for  the  following  four  years.  Subsequently, 
when  that  road  was  leased  by  the  Erie  Company, 
Mr.  Grinnell  was  offered  the  highly  responsible  posi- 
tion of  mechanical  engineer  of  the  entire  combined 
system.  In  1869  he  purchased  a controlling  interest 
in  the  Providence  Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Company,  of 
which  he  was  made  the  executive  officer  and  busi- 
ness manager  and  mechanical  engineer,  relations  he 
ever  afterward,  during  his  active  business  life,  sus- 
tained to  the  company. 

The  corporation  just  alluded  to  has  done  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  equipping  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments with  steam-heating  apparatus,  gasworks 
for  lighting  them,  and  in  providing  them  with 
automatic  fire  extinguishers.  It  is  in  this  last  de- 
partment in  which  Mr.  Grinnell  accomplished  a 
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work  of  original  genius  of  the  utmost  practical  im- 
portance and  which  has  made  his  name  known  all 
over  the  civilized  world. 

In  1874  Mr.  Grinnell  became  attracted  by  an  in- 
vention of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Parmelee,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  an  automatic  fire  extinguisher  exhibited  in 
that  year,  and  in  1878  the  Providence  Steam  & Gas 
I’ipe  Company  began  the  manufacture  of  fire  ex- 
tinguishers under  an  arrangement  with  i\lr.  Parm- 
elee. From  that  time  on  through  his  active  years 
Mr.  Grinnell  so  improved  and  ])erfected  them  as  to 
have  completely  revolutionized  the  system  of  fire 
protection  in  manufacturing  establishments  through- 
out the  world.  He  solved  the  problem  of  automatic 
fire  extinguishing  in  buildings  so  high  as  to  he  above 
water  service ; and  by  his  Dry  I’ipe  Automatic 
Sprinkler  System  perfect  protection  was  also  af- 
forded in  buildings  where  water  in  the  pipes  would 
freeze.  This  ajiparatus  has  been  very  generally  in- 
troduced not  only  in  this  country,  hut  in  Europe, 
India  and  Australia,  and  im])rovements  in  the  appar- 
atus include  some  forty  j^atents  or  devices.  The 
work  has  received  the  iiKlorsement  of  all  the  ]winci- 
pal  fire  insurance  coinj^anies,  and  has  resulted  in  the 
reduction  in  the  rates  of  insurance  for  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent. 
To  he  more  specific.  iNlr.  Grinnell  in  1881  placed  on 
the  market  his  well-known  inv^ention  which  gained 
him  great  prominence  in  the  manufacturing  world, 
and  besides  the  Grinnell  Extinguisher,  which  is 
known  as  the  vah^e  or  sensitive  sprinkler,  he  in- 
vented the  Grinnell  dry  jfipe  valve  and  fire  alarm. 
In  1893  all  the  inventions  were  combined  and  other 
controllers  of  automatic  fire  extinguishers  joined 
]\Ir.  Grinnell  in  the  formation  of  the  General  Eire 
Extinguisher  Company,  with  factory  and  main  of- 
fices in  Providence. 

Besides  his  executive  positions  with  the  Provi- 
dence Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Company  and  the  General 
Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  i\Ir.  Grinnell  was  a 
director  in  the  iMechanics  National  Bank,  of  New 
Bedford,  IMass.,  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Com- 
I)any,  the  Dunnell  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Paw- 
tucket, the  Morse  Twist  Drill  & Machine  Company, 
and  the  Wamsutta  Mills,  both  of  New  Bedford. 
He  was  a member  of  the  American  Association  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  of  the  Hope  Club,  the  New 
York  Yacht  Club,  and  also  of  the  Eastern  Yacht 
Chib.  He  was  always  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman, 
and  spent  what  little  time  he  took  for  vacation  that 
way.  His  racing  schooner  “Quickstep”  was  not 
only  never  beaten  until  her  fifth  year  of  participation 
in  all  important  races  by  any  boat  in  her  class,  but  on 
three  occasions  won  special  races  against  the  finest 
schooners  in  the  class  above  her.  From  the  time  of 
Lincoln  Mr.  Grinnell  had  been  a Republican. 

On  Oct.  15,  1865,  Mr.  Grinnell  was  married 
(first)  to  Alice  Brayton  Almy,  daughter  of  William 
Almy,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. ; she  died  Jan.  5, 
1871,  the  mother  of  two  children:  Lawrence,  who 


died  in  1872,  aged  four  years;  and  Alice  Almy,  born 
Nov.  19,  1870,  who  married  Robert  W.  Taft,  of 
Providence,  and  has  two  children,  Eleanor  (born 
July  24,  1894),  and  Mary  Frances  (born  Sept.  15, 
1904). 

Mr.  Grinnell  was  married  (second),  Feb.  17, 
1874,  to  "Mary  Brayton  Page,  born  in  New  Bedford, 
daughter  of  John  H.  W.  and  Susan  C.  (Greene) 
Page,  and  granddaughter  of  David  R.  Greene,  whose 
father,  Robert  Greene,  came  to  America  from  Liver- 
pool, England.  The  children  born  to  the  second 
marriage  were : 

(1)  Russell  Grinnell,  born  Aug.  3,  1875, 
prepared  for  college  at  the  English  and  Classical 
School,  and  was  graduated  from  Brown  in  1897. 
Soon  after  he  became  connected  with  the  General 
Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  becoming  second  vice- 
president  in  1901,  and  vice-president  in  1906.  He 
succeeded  his  father  as  director  in  the  Gorham  Man- 
ufacturing Company;  the  iMorse  Twist  Drill  & Ma- 
chine Company ; and  the  Mechanics  National  Bank. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Hope,  University  and 
Agawam  Hunt  Clubs  at  Providence.  In  1900  he 
married  Rose  L.,  daughter  of  R.  Swain  Gifford,  of 
New  Bedford. 

(2)  Lydia  Grinnell,  born  Oct.  17,  1878,  is  the 
wife  of  John  W.  Knowles,  treasurer  of  the  Page 
Manufacturing  Company,  at  New  Bedford,  and  has 
three  children : Grinnell,  born  Sept.  16,  1901 ; John 
Edson,  Oct.  17,  1902;  and  Lawrence  Grinnell,  Jan. 
2,  1904. 

(3)  Erederick  Grinnell,  born  Dec,  8,  1881,  died 
Nov.  21,  1885. 

(4)  Lawrence  Grinnell,  born  June  18,  1885,  is 
a member  of  the  class  of  1908,  Harvard  University. 

(5)  Erancis  Browne  Grinnell,  born  June  13, 
1887.  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1909,  Harvard  Lmi- 
versity. 

Frederick  Grinnell,  the  father  of  this  family, 
was  for  many  years  a resident  of  Providence,  but 
in  1894  he  removed  to  his  native  town  of  New 
Bedford,  and  there  resided  in  the  Grinnell  mansion 
on  County  street,  the  former  residence  of  Hon. 
Joseph  Grinnell,  until  his  death,  Oct.  21,  1905. 
His  remains  rest  in  the  family  yard  in  Oak  Grove 
cemetery  in  that  city.  Mr.  Grinnell  possessed  a 
genial  and  kindly  nature,  and  had  a most  attractive 
personality,  making  many  friends  and  retaining 
them.  During  his  busy  and  successful  career  he 
ever  maintained  a high  reputation  for  honor  and 
for  upright  dealings,  and  his  memory  is  cherished 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

JOHN  A.  WILCOX,  M.  D.,  late  of  Wakefield, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  medical 
profession  in  southern  Rhode  Island,  was  born 
April  23,  1847,  Griswold,  Conn.,  and  died  Aug. 
30,  1905,  in  Wakefield,  Rhode  Island. 

John  Wilcox,  of  Exeter,  R.  L.  his  grandfather, 
married  Mary  Barber,  who  died  in  her  I02d  year. 
Abram  Wilcox,  father  of  the  Doctor,  was  at  one  time 
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. superintendent  of  Treat’s  Mill,  in  Voluntown, 
Conn.,  and  later  ran  a mill  of  his  own  at  Glasgo, 
Conn.  He  died  in  Griswold,  Conn.,  in  1866.  His 
wife,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Benjamin  B.  Sheldon, 
of  South  Kingstown,  died  in  Sterling,  Conn.  Their 
children  were:  Benjamin  M.,  born  Dec.  18,  1843- 
John  A.;  Frances  L.,  who  married  Dr.  Stillman; 
; Eugene,  of  West  Kingstown ; William  B.,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.;  Mary  Esther;  Sarah  M.,  who  mar- 
I ried  E.  A.  Potter,  of  Stonington,  Conn. ; and  Joan, 
; deceased. 

John  A.  Wilcox  spent  his  early  school  days  in 
the  schools  of  Griswold,  working  on  the  farm  until 
he  was  seventeen  years  old,  after  which  for  three 
years  he  engaged  in  a mercantile  business  in  South 
' Kingstown,  being  a clerk  in  his  grandfather  Shel- 
, don’s  store  for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
I time  he  purchased  it,  and  conducted  it  until  1869. 

I His  tastes,  however,  inclining  toward  a professional 
career,  he  chose  that  of  medicine,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  H.  L.  Stillman,  as  a student.  He 
attended  lectures  and  the  medical  department  of 
Bowdom  College,  Maine,  in  1872,  and  then  began 
active  practice  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,  R.  I., 
remaining  there  for  eight  years.  Wakefield  pre- 
senting a larger  and  more  attractive  field,  he  there 
practiced  for  over  a quarter  of  a century.  By 
ability  and  a capacity  for  hard  labor  he  acquired 
a practice  scarcely  second  to  any  in  southern  Rhode 
Island.  Skill  in  diagnosis,  together  with  sound 
judgment,  devoted  attention  to  his  patients  and 
fidelity  to  truth,  characterized  his  professional  rec- 
ord, and  caused  his  presence  to  be  frequently  de- 
sired in  consultation. 

While  not  seeking  political  position,  the  Doctor 
was  at  one  time  Indian  commissioner  for  the  Nar- 
ragansett  Indians.  In  fraternal  matters  he  was 
connected  with  Hope  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Wash- 
ington Commander}',  of  Newport,  and  Palestine 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Besides  being  one 
of  the  most  skilled  practitioners  in  the  State  he 
was  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  residents  of 
Wakefield,  noted  for  his  many  good  qualities  and 
kindly  manner. 

Dr.  Wilcox’s  first  wife  was  Sarah  H.,  daugh- 
ter of  Amos  Wells,  of  South  Kingstown.  On 
June  I,  1897,  he  married,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
Miss  Ellen  Morton,  a native  of  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  to  them  came  these  children : John  Mor- 
ton, born  May  3,  1898;  James  Albert,  born  Jan. 
10,  1900,  and  Elizabeth  Helen,  born  Dec.  26, 
1904. 

REYNOLDS.  The  Reynolds  family  of  Bris- 
tol is  as  old  as  the  settlement  itself,  and  as  old  by 
less  than  a decade  and  a half  as  the  coming  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers.  Capt.  Nathaniel  Reynolds  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  and  was  present 
and  admitted  as  citizen  at  the  first  meeting  held  in 
the  town,  in  1681,  at  which  meeting  the  town  was 
given  the  name  of  Bristol.  The  name  Reynolds 


was  not  unknown  to  the  struggles  of  the  Colony 
with  King  Philip,  one  of  them  leading  a company 
under  the  gallant  Col.  Benjamin  Church,  and  it  was 
known  as  well  to  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  when 
one  of  the  family  was  made  prisoner  of  war  by  the 
British.  Prominently  has  it  figured,  too,  in  civic 
affairs,  one  of  the  name  serving  as  chief  justice  of 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Bristol  county.  An- 
other of  the  name,  through  his  genius,  gave  to  the 
world  inventions  which  revolutionized  a number  of 
branches  of  manufacturing  established  previously 
to  his  time.  This  was  the  late  Samuel  Godfrey 
Reynolds,  father  of  the  present  superintendent  of 
public  schools  of  Bristol  and  former  judge  of  Pro- 
bate, Hon.  John  Post  Reynolds. 

Of  the  family  and  lineage  of  the  late  Samuel  G. 
Reynolds  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  deal. 
Mr.  Reynolds  was  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Robert  Reynolds,  the  immigrant  an- 
cestor of  the  Bristol  branch  of  the  family,  his  line- 
age being  through  Capt.  Nathaniel,  Joseph,  Hon. 
Joseph,  Lieut.  Joseph,  and  Greenwood  Reynolds. 
These  generations  in  detail  in  the  order  given 
follow : 

(I)  Robert  Reynolds,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  is  of 
record  there  in  1634,  ‘To,  6,”  in  which  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  church,  and  on  Sept.  3d  was  made  a 
freeman.  He  died  April  29,  1659,  as  his  widow 
Mary,  whom  he  made  executrix  in  his  will  of  ‘‘20, 
2,  1658,”  deposed  July  27,  1659.  At  the  time  of  the 
making  of  the  will  Mr.  Reynolds  lived  in  Boston, 
owned  a house  there  and  land  in  Muddy  River  and 
also  in  Long  Island.  He  mentions  in  his  will  his 
son,  Nathaniel,  and  four  daughters,  namely : Ruth 
Whitney,  Tabitha  Abby,  Sarah  ]\Iason  and  Mary 
Sanger. 

(II)  Capt.  Nathaniel  Reynolds,  probably  born  in 
one  of  the  east  counties  of  England,  was  married 
by  John  Endicott,  Dec.  30,  1O57,  to  Sarah,  daughter 
of  John  Dwight,  of  Dedham,  and  had:  Sarah,  born 
July  26,  1659;  Mary,  Nov.  20,  1660;  Nathaniel, 
March  3,  1662.  By  his  wife  Priscilla,  daughter  of 
Peter  Brackett,  of  Boston,  he  had  Mary : John,  born 
Aug.  16,  1668;  Peter,  born  Jan.  26,  1670;  Philip, 
baptized  Sept.  20,  1674;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  29, 
1676;  Hannah,  born  Jan.  15,  1682;  Benjamin, 
born  iMay  10,  1686;  and  Ruth,  born  Dec.  9,  1688 
(the  last  two  births  are  of  record  in  Bristol). 

Captain  Reynolds  was  a member  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Boston.  He 
served  as  an  officer,  being  captain  of  a company  in 
the  Indian  war  and  doing  “good  service,”  under 
the  famous  Indian  fighter.  Col.  Benjamin  Church. 
Captain  Reynolds  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Bos- 
ton in  1665.  When  the  Mount  Hope  lands  were 
open  for  settlement  he  appeared  early  on  the  scene, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  settlement ; 
and  at  the  first  town  meeting,  held  .Sept,  i,  i68r, 
at  which  the  name  of  Bristol  was  given  to  the  town, 
he  was  one  of  the  seventy-six  then  admitted  to  the 
town  as  citizens.  He  figured  as  one  of  the  leading 
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men  in  the  preliminary  church  affairs,  and  on  the 
organization  of  the  first  church  society,  May  3,  1687, 
he  was  one  of  the  eight  original  members  of  what 
was  then  styled  and  for  many  years  thereafter  was 
known  as  the  ‘"Church  of  Christ  in  Bristol.”  He 
built  his  house  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Bradford 
and  Thames  streets,  which  building  stood  until 
about  1873,  when  it  was  torn  down.  Captain  Rey- 
nolds died  suddenly  July  10,  1708.  His  wife  Pris- 
cilla survived  him  many  years,  dying  Jan.  24,  1744. 

(III)  Joseph  Reynolds,  born  Dec.  29,  1676, 
married  Aug.  ii,  1718,  Phebe  Leonard,  daughter 
of  Major  George  Leonard,  of  Norton,  Mass.,  and 
their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  15,  1719; 
George,  April  30,  1721;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  15,  1722; 
Phebe,  Aug.  3,  1725;  Samuel,  July  14,  1727  (died 
July  30,  1727)  ; Samuel  (2),  Jan.  9,  1729;  and  Jon- 
athan, Sept.  28,  1732.  Joseph  Reynolds,  the  father, 
died  Jan.  16,  1759,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

(IV)  Hon.  Joseph  Reynolds,  born  Nov.  15, 
1719,  married  (intention  published)  April  15,  1744, 
Lydia  Greenwood,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  born  Feb. 
8,  1723-24,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  and  Lydia 
(Holmes)  Greenwood,  she  formerly  of  Scituate, 
Mass.  To  the  union  came  children  as  follows : 
Lydia,  born  Nov.  14,  1745;  Joseph,  Sept.  20,  1748; 
Elizabeth,  Sept.  21,  1750;  Mary,  Nov.  ii,  1752; 
Mercy,  Nov.  ii,  1752;  Phebe,  Oct.  18,  1754;  George 
Nov.  7,  1756;  Hannah,  Dec.  24,  1758;  Samuel,  Dec. 
26,  1760;  Jonathan,  Jan.  29,  1763;  and  Greenwood, 
baptized  May  25,  1766. 

Mr.  Reynolds  served  as  associate  justice  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Bristol  county  from 
1776  to  1783,  and  as  chief  justice  for  the  same  court 
from  1787  to  1789.  Justice  Reynolds  was  among 
the  prisoners  taken  by  the  British  troops  when  they 
landed  on  the  shore  of  the  farm  on  the  west  side  of 
the  town.  May  25,  1778,  under  command  of  Lieut. - 
Col.  Campbell.  “As  the  troops  approached  the 
house  of  Joseph  Reynolds”  (at  present,  1907,  the 
home  of  his  great-great-grandson,  John  Post  Rey- 
nolds) “all  the  family  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Reynolds  himself,  who  was  suffering  from  a severe 
attack  of  rheumatism,  left  the  house  and  took  ref- 
uge in  a building  which  stood  near  the  mill,  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  house.  The  officer 
in  command  of  the  detachment  who  visited  the 
building  was  very  gentlemanly  in  his  behavior,  and 
did  not  allow  his  men  to  molest  in  any  way  those 
who  had  fled  thither.  Among  these  fugitives  was 
a slave,  named  Cato,  whose  inflammable  nature 
was  so  stirred  up  by  the  excitement  which  the  oc- 
casion produced  that  it  was  only  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  he  was  prevented  from  discharging 
his  musket  at  the  soldiers  as  they  marched  away. 
Not  as  considerate  as  his  subordinate  was  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  main  body,  for  Mr.  Reynolds  was 
forced  to  leave  his  sickroom  and  accompany  the 
troops  to  Newport,  whence,  however,  he  came 
back  not  many  days  afterward,  having  been  ex- 
changed.” In  September,  1778,  LaFayette  took  the 


command  of  the  ports  about  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island.  His  principal  corps  was  stationed  at  Bris- 
tol. “During  his  stay  in  the  town  he  lived  in  the 
house  of  Joseph  Reynolds,  upon  Bristol  Neck. 
Mrs.  Reynolds,  the  great-great-grandmother  of  the 
present  owner  of  the  house,  had  been  informed  of 
the  approach  of  her  noble  guest,  and  had  made  suit- 
able preparations  for  his  reception.  More  than  an 
hour  before  the  time  which  had  been  appointed  for 
his  coming  a young  Frenchman  rode  up  to  the 
house,  and,  dismounting,  tied  his  horse  to  a tree 
which  stood  near  it.  Plainly  one  of  the  General’s 
attendants,  thought  Mrs.  Reynolds;  and  her  negro 
servant  was  at  once  sent  to  conduct  him  to  the  room 
designed  for  the  subordinate  officers.  The  young 
man  expressed  a desire  for  something  to  eat,  and 
he  was  accordingly  seated  at  the  table  which  had 
been  prepared  for  his  commander,  though  his  hos- 
tess wondered  greatly  that  he  could  not  control  his 
appetite  until  a more  appropriate  hour.  The  officer 
ate  very  heartily  of  the  dinner  that  was  placed  be- 
fore him,  but  sat  so  long  at  the  table  that  Mrs. 
Reynolds  was  forced  to  address  him,  and  to  remind 
him  that  his  general  was  momentarily  expected, 
when,  to  her  intense  amazement,  the  young  man 
announced  that  he  was  the  visitor  whose  arrival 
the  household  were  so  eagerly  awaiting.” 

Justice  Joseph  Reynolds  died  Sept,  ii,  1789,  in 
his  seventieth  year,  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  passed 
away  May  2,  1801,  aged  about  eighty  years. 

(V)  Lieut.  Joseph  Reynolds,  born  Sept.  20, 
1748,  was  a lieutenant  in  the  State  militia,  and  was 
a pensioner.  He  was  also  an  associate  justice  for 
Rhode  Island.  He  married  Dec.  ii,  1770,  Sarah 
Cox,  daughter  of  William  Cox,  and  their  children, 
as  per  the  record  of  Elder  Wright,  were : William, 
born  Feb.  29,  1772;  Greenwood,  Feb.  12,  1776; 
Sarah,  Oct.  25,  1773;  Anna,  April  15,  1778;  Phebe, 
1781;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  5,  1784;  Joseph,  February, 
1787;  and  Hannah — all  excepting  Hannah  baptized 
Dec.  7,  1788,  and  Hannah,  on  Nov.  i,  1789.  Lieu- 
tenant Reynolds  died  Oct.  10,  1818,  aged  seventy 
years,  and  his  widow  Sarah  passed  away  Sept.  6, 
1838,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  her  age. 

(VI)  Greenwood  Reynolds,  born  Feb.  12,  1776, 
married  Dec.  8,  1799,  Mary  Caldwell,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  their 
children,  according  to  the  records  of  St.  Michael’s 
Church  in  Bristol,  were : Samuel  Godfrey,  born  in 
1800,  who  died  in  March,  1801 ; Samuel  Godfrey 
(2),  born  March  9,  1801;  Robert  Caldwell,  born 
April  3,  1805;  Joseph,  Feb.  24,  1808;  John  Green- 
wood, Jan.  8,  1811 — all  baptized  Jan.  9,  1813;  and 
Mary,  born  March  22,  1815,  baptized  May  14,  1816. 
Mr.  Greenwood  Reynolds  died  Nov.  21,  1840,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  Mrs.  Reynolds  passed  away  Jan. 
14,  1866,  aged  ninety  years. 

(VII)  Samuel  Godfrey  Reynolds,  born  March 
9,  1801,  married  (first)  in  1823  Elizabeth  Anthony, 
of  Pomfret,  Conn.  She  died  July  14,  1834,  and  on 
Nov.  18,  1845,  he  married  (second)  Catherine  Ann 


RHODE  ISLAND 


607 


Hamlin  (daughter  of  Giles  Hamlin),  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  who  died  Nov.  6,  1867.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were : Mary  Ann,  born  Nov.  22, 
1824;  Eliza,  Aug.  8,  1826;  Jane  Eliza,  March  28. 
1831 ; Edward,  Oct.  27,  1833.  By  the  second  union 
there  were:  Samuel  Godfrey,  born  Feb.  16,  1849, 
who  died  the  same  year,  on  Feb.  17th;  and  John 
Post,  born  March  17,  1850. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
receiving  but  limited  educational  advantages.  His 
mind  was  of  a mechanical  turn  and  he  early  gave 
evidence  of  inventive  genius.  In  the  house  there 
was  an  old-fashioned  iron  fireplace  built  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Franklin  stove,  which  gave  his  mother 
a great  deal  of  trouble  and  annoyance  by  its 
smoking.  This  difficulty  he  set  about  to  obviate, 
and  did  it  most  completely,  by  changing  the  con- 
struction of  the  fireplace.  His  first  business  enter- 
prise was  with  Jonathan  Peck,  in  the  tannery  busi- 
ness, which  was  carried  on  on  the  old  farm.  Young 
Reynolds  made  improvements  in  a number  of  ar- 
ticles then  in  general  use,  and  as  time  passed  he 
made  a number  of  original  articles  which  proved 
useful  and  valuable.  There  stood  on  the  old  farm 
a mill  operated  by  waterpower,  from  which  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  a mill  to  be  made  of  iron  that 
would  do  the  work  more  rapidly,  and  he  made  one 
of  small  pattern,  to  be  worked  by  hand,  and  a large 
one,  by  water-power.  This  form  of  mill  was  pat- 
ented, and  the  patent  for  its  manufacture  sold  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  where  the  mills  were 
successfully  operated.  When  about  twenty  years 
of  age  he  devised  and  constructed  a violin  which 
was  a model  instrument  and  upon  which  he,  too, 
learned  to  play. 

The  mind  of  this  youth  was  so  constituted  that 
he  gained  superior  knowledge  from  works  of  art 
and  science  and  this  enriched  his  conversation  and 
gave  to  his  social  relations  a zest  and  interest  rare- 
ly excelled.  He  possessed  a sound  body  and  a 
constitution  of  rare  endurance  and  these  fitted  him 
for  the  work  he  accomplished  and  the  trials  through 
which  he  subsequently  passed. 

When  perhaps  thirty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Reynolds 
devised  and  constructed  a machine  for  the  manu- 
facture of  wrought  iron  nails.  This  machine  was 
set  up  in  a building  in  Bristol,  then  belonging  to 
L.  C.  Richmond,  and  which  is  now  a part  of  the 
Herreshoff  Manufactory,  and  for  a time  was  oper- 
ated there,  but  later  it  was  transferred  to  Provi- 
dence, and  there  operated  under  the  auspices  of 
Tallman  & Bucklin.  Mr.  Reynolds  arranged  with 
a party  to  take  the  machine  to  England  and  there 
introduce  it.  He  next  devised  a machine  for  the 
manufacture  of  wrought-iron  spikes.  This,  too,  was 
constructed,  taken  to  Providence,  and  put  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  was  later  exhibited  in  New  York, 
and  taken  to  London,  England,  Mr.  Reynolds  him- 
self going  to  London  in  its  interest.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  his  agent  who  had  gone  to  England 
to  introduce  the  nail  machine  had  taken  out  patents 


in  his  own  name  and  sold  them,  and  left  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds to  hold  the  bag.  Not  to  be  downed,  however, 
Mr.  Reynolds  set  to  retrieve  himself  and  place  the 
old  machine  at  a disadvantage  by  improvements 
upon  it,  which  he  successfully  accomplished  after 
considerable  study  and  work  through  a period  of 
three  years,  this  time  himself  taking  out  patents  in 
his  own  name.  But  new  disappointments  were 
awaiting  him.  He  enlisted  in  his  behalf  in  his  in- 
ventions Messrs.  Coats  & Co.,  American  bankers, 
then  in  England,  who  supplied  capital,  and  an  ar- 
rangement was  consummated  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  the  nail  and  spike  machines.  Some 
$75,000  was  expended  in  equipment  and  all  started 
off  favorably.  Patents  were  taken  out  by  the  co- 
partnership in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and 
on  the  Continent  in  Holland,  Belgium  and  France; 
and  provision,  too,  had  been  made  in  covering  the 
United  States,  a company  formed  for  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  in  this  country,  all  bidding  fair  for  the 
success  of  Mr.  Reynolds  commensurate  with  his  skill 
and  great  efforts  and  also  expense  in  contriving 
these  devices  and  getting  them  on  foot. 

During  his  connection  with  the  Messrs.  Coats 
& Co.,  Mr.  Reynolds  devised  the  first  successful 
machine  for  manufacturing  solid  headed  pins,  which 
prior  to  this  time  were  made  by  hand,  the  pin  and 
head  separate,  the  latter  having  to  be  twisted  onto 
the  pin  by  wire ; the  pins  were  also  stuck  into  the 
paper  by  hand.  His  machine  not  only  made  solid 
pins,  but  stuck  them  into  the  paper  as  well,  entirely 
dispensing  with  manual  labor.  One  will  get  an  idea 
of  the  completeness  of  this  pin  making  machine  from 
an  advertisement  of  one  of  the  London  manufac- 
turing companies  which  used  it.  “With  the  perfec- 
tion of  machinery  for  manufacturing  pins,  we  are 
able  to  make  them  uniform,  varying  one-eighth  of 
an  inch,  ranging  three-eighths  to  two  inches.  La- 
dies are  particularly  requested  to  notice  the  regu- 
larity and  beauty  of  this  small  but  indispensable 
article  of  toilet  with  the  solid  immovable  head  and 
delicate  point,  forming  a striking  contrast  to  pins 
made  by  hand.  These  pins  are  made  by  machinery 
with  such  rapidity  and  unerring  precision,  and  also 
by  machinery  stuck  into  papers  at  the  rate  of  100 
per  second— ^,000  per  minute,  that  we  are  enabled 
to  off’er  this  beautifully  finished  article  at  a price 
even  less  than  that  of  the  now  common  pin.” 

Mr.  Reynolds  himself  went  to  Paris  in  the  in- 
terest of  his  pin  machine  and  was  successful,  but 
shortly  after  getting  it  introduced,  owing  to  extend- 
ed engagements  in  other  business  matters,  Messrs. 
Coats  & Co.  failed  with  liabilities  amounting  to 
£400,000  and  to  try  and  protect  himself  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds was  compelled  to  return  to  England ; so  he 
abandoned  furthering  his  enterprises  in  Paris  and 
cancelled  his  engagements.  He  came  back  to  the 
United  States  and  tried  to  save  something,  having 
in  view  the  saving  of  about  $40,000  or  $50,000.  In 
this  he  failed'  his  holdings  were  swept  away,  the 
labor  and  thought  of  years  were  gone.  But  he  de- 
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spaired  not.  In  1850,  after  returning  to  the  United 
States,  he  invented  a machine  for  making  horse 
nails  which  proved  a great  success,  and  was  put  in 
operation  and  sold  in  Providence  by  William  Toll- 
man, the  latter  realizing  a handsome  sum  and  con- 
tinuing to  manufacture  same  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  i\Ir.  Reynolds  next  constructed  a steam 
plow,  intended  to  break  the  prairies  of  the  West. 
He  also  constructed  a rotary  plow,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  had  nearly  completed  a self-feeding 
cut  nail  machine,  which  was  intended  to  take  the 
place  of  those  fed  by  hand. 

Hr.  Reynolds  was  a remarkable  man,  and  his 
inventions  were  such  as  to  revolutionize  a number 
of  branches  of  manufacturing  established  previous- 
ly to  his  time.  Other  inventors  of  a specific  article 
either  in  art  or  science  have  given  to  the  world 
valuable  improvements  in  i)articular  points,  but  Hr. 
Reynolds,  by  his  comprehensive  grasp  of  scientific 
and  mechanical  subjects,  has  given  to  the  world  such 
a variety  of  useful  and  important  inventions  that 
the  result  has  been  in  several  instances  to  change 
entirely  the  order  of  production.  Unlike  some  other 
promoters  of  public  interests  who  have  received  and 
obtained  from  their  works  liberal  comjjensation. 
Hr.  Reynolds,  although  accumulating  for  others  by 
his  integrity  large  fortunes,  for  himself  at  the  last 
retained  but  little  of  those  accumulations.  He  died 
March  i,  1881,  in  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

(VHI)  Judge  John  P.  Reynolds,  son  of  Sam- 
uel Godfrey  Reynolds,  was  born  Alarch  17,  1850, 
in  Bristol,  where  in  part  he  received  his  primary 
and  ])reparatory  schooling.  Later  he  attended  Wal- 
nut Hill  School,  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  further  pre- 
pared himself  for  college.  He  entered  the  Sopho- 
more class  of  Brown  University  in  1868,  and  grad- 
uated therefrom  in  the  class  of  1870,  taking  the 
degree  of  Ph.  B.  After  leaving  school  he  spent  four 
years  in  Peoria,  111.,  working  for  his  brother-in- 
law  as  a clerk.  He  then  returned  home  and  took 
upon  himself  the  care  of  his  father,  remaining  with 
him  until  his  death,  in  1881.  In  1884  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  schools  for 
Bristol,  which  position  he  has  held  continuously 
to  the  present  time,  giving  to  the  people  of  Bristol 
a most  excellent  administration  of  their  public 
schools. 

Judge  Reynolds  has  l^een  and  is  to-day  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  did  not  follow  the  silver  wing  of  the 
party  in  1896  nor  again  in  1900.  He  is,  in  fact,  a 
gold  Democrat,  who  believes  his  party  left  him  and 
not  he  the  party.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  local  politics  and  municipal  government,  and 
was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Bristol  from 
1882  to  1885.  In  1898  he  was  elected  judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  Bristol,  to  succeed  the  late  Hezekiah 
W.  Church,  and  was  re-elected  at  each  sub- 
sequent election  until  1905,  when  he  declined. 
He  is  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  senior  warden,  having  been  a war- 
den for  thirty  years.  In  addition  to  attending 


to  the  civil  and  religious  responsibilities  already- 
mentioned,  Judge  Reynolds  has  carried  on  quite 
an  extensive  ice  business  for  nineteen  years.  He  is 
also  in  the  spring  water  business.  On  the  farm  is 
a spring  known  as  “LaFayette’s  Spring,”  named 
after  the  French  philanthropist  and  general,  the 
waters  of  which  are  finding  a market  in  Bristol  and 
vicinity. 

Judge  Reynolds  married,  on  Hay  7,  1885,  Fan- 
nie Greenwood,  who  was  born  Jan.  5,  1865,  and  five 
children  have  blessed  this  union ; Elizabeth  B.,. 
born  Alarch  8,  1886;  Catharine  A.,  Hay  30,  1887; 
Aladeline,  April  10,  1889;  Alary  B.,  Alarch  7,  1892; 
and  Alargaret  G.,  Alay  19,  1897, 

Judge  Reynolds  is  a man  of  fine  appearance  and 
address  and  has  many  friends  in  the  community 
where  his  life  has  been  passed,  and  which  he  has 
served  so  well  in  various  positions  of  responsibility. 

THOAIAS  BROWNING  SEGAR,  a retired 
merchant  of  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.,  and  a successful 
business  man  in  that  section  of  the  State,  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  old  and  honorable  families, 
of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Rhode  Island  family  of  this  name  is  one 
of  long  standing  and  prominence,  reaching  back 
over  a period  of  over  two  hundred  years,  through 
which  many  of  the  name  have  been  identified  with 
the  leading  business  interests  and  public  affairs  of 
their  respective  localities.  Through  more  than  sixty 
years,  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  of 
Westerly,  father  of  Thomas  Browning  Segar,  was 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  and  citizens  of  that 
city.  Of  this  family  and  the  paternal  lineage  this 
article  is  to  treat. 

\/l)  The  early  history  of  the  Segar  family  is 
well  authenticated  by  the  noted  writers  Alessrs. 
Savage  and  Austin,  together  with  the  will  of  John 
Segar,  probated  Xov.  19,  1753,  in  Book  5,  town 
records  of  South  Kingstown,  wherein  he  speaks  of 
his  father,  John  Segar,  in  leaving  him  certain  lands.. 
The  first  mention  of  the  Segar  family  in  New  Eng- 
land appears  in  the  writing  of  Air.  Savage,  wherein 
he  speaks  of  William  and  Thomas  Segar,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  as  brothers  and  as  freemen  of  the  town  ; 
also  of  (H)  Richard  Segar,  as  the  son  of  William,, 
and  the  father  of  John,  who  purchased  land  in  Kings- 
Town,  R.  I.,  in  1696,  but  the  deed  was  not  entered 
for  record  until  Dec.  22,  1707.  The  said  purchase 
contained  200  acres  more  or  less.  The  farm  in  ques- 
tion was  first  bought  by  Joseph  Clark,  of  Westerly,, 
from  Benedict  Arnold,  who  was  one  of  the  seven 
purchasers  of  what  was  known  as  the  Pettaquam- 
scutt  purchase,  and  who  were  the  first  owners  of  the 
soil,  from  the  Indian  chiefs.  Joseph  Clark  trans- 
ferred to  John  Segar  on  the  same  day  that  said 
Clark  bought  of  Benedict  Arnold,  deeds  being  found 
from  Arnold  to  Clark  in  Book  II,  page  113,  and 
from  Clark  to  Segar  in  Book  II,  page  115,  consider- 
ation being  sixty-five  pounds.  Probably  in  the  year 
1708,  John  Segar  built  upon  his  purchase,  and  lo- 
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cated  nearly  in  the  center  close  to  the  Sewell  line, 
now  on  the  farm  of  William  'B.  Weeden.  The  old 
cellar  is  still  in  evidence,  also  the  well  is  there,  and 
within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  people,  there  were 
two  button-wood  trees  standing  upon  the  Sewell 
line  a few  rods  south  of  the  present  school  house. 
The  road  leading  from  the  beach  to  the  Post  road 
passes  between  the  cellar  and  the  Sewell  line.  The 
home  has  been  gone  about  100  years.  The  house 
known  as  the  Segar  homestead  in  this  age  was 
built  by  John  Segar  for  his  son,  John  Segar,  Jr., 
who  married  Alice  Hull,  March  i,  1708,  and  was 
located  about  one-half  mile  southeast  of  the  first 
mentioned  house,  and  upon  the  banks  of  tbe  pond, 
now  called  Segar’s  Cove.  The  second  house  was 
burned  in  February,  1903.  It  stood  about  195 
yea/s. 

/ (III)  John  Segar,  Seger,  Seeger,  etc.,  son  of 
Richard,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  1650,  was  of  Newport 
and  South  Kingstown,  K.  I.,  taxed  in  1680.  He  was 
made  a freeman  in  1701.  He  purchased  a large 
body  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Matunuck,  in  South 
Kingstown,  upon  which  his  descendants  lived  for 
four  generations.  He  died  in  1737,  and  was  bur- 
ied upon  tbe  north  side  of  bis  farm,  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Browning. 

I MV)  John  Segar  (2),  born  May  3,  1684,  in 
N^port,  R.  I.,  was  of  Newport  and  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.  He  died  in  October,  1753.  On  March 
I,  1708,  he  married  Alice  Hull,  daughter  of  John 
and  Alice  Teddeman  Hull,  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Teddeman,  Admiral  of  the  British 
Navy.  Alice  (Hull)  Segar  was  born  in  1692,  and 
married  when  but  sixteen,  coming  at  that  young 
age  to  live  in  what  was  called  the  wilderness  of 
Kings  Town.  She  became  the  mother  of  fourteen 
children:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1709;  Sarah,  1710; 
John,  1712;  Mary,  1715;  Alice,  1717;  Judith,  1719; 
Susannah,  1720;  E.xperience,  1722;  Joseph,  1723; 
Hannah,  1725;  Abigail,  1729;  Samuel,  1728;  Eliz- 
abeth (2),  1729;  and  Bersheba,  1732.  The  will  of 
John  Segar  was  probated  Nov.  19,  I753-  Several 
farms  were  willed  to  his  sons  and  daughters.  His 
personal  inventory  consisted  of  large  stocks  of 
horses  and  cattle  upon  his  farms,  which  were  di- 
vided among  his  children,  also  Colonial  script  and 
notes  amounting  to  six  thousand  pounds,  lo  Jo- 
seph, his  executor,  he  gives  a mulatto  girl,  called 
Peg ; to  Samuel,  his  negro  boy  called  Prince ; to 
Mary,  bis  negro  woman  called  Gene. 

UAJ  Jose])b  Segar,  born  Sept.  26,  1723,  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  died  Match  3,  1788.  On  Feb. 
24,  1750,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  Taylor,  of  South  Kingstown,  and  there 
were  born  to  them  six  sons  and  five  daughters : 
Alice,  born  in  1752;  Joseph,  1754;  John,  1757 « 
Thomas,  1759:  Mary,  1761  ; William,  1763;  Nancy, 
1766,  married  Lieut.  Gov.  Samuel  J.  Potter;  Sam- 
uel, 1768;  Benjamin,  1770;  Elizabeth,  1773;  and 
Sarah,  1777.  Joseph  Segar  received  from  his 
father  the  William  Chami)lin  farm,  now  the  estate 
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of  Deacon  Job  Clark  and  others.  The  graves  of 
Joseph  and  his  family  are  still  on  this  farm  a few 
rocis  north  of  the  house. 

(VI)  Thomas  Segar,  born  July  6,  1759,  son  of 
Joseph,  married  Feb.  17,  1785,  Rebecca  Browning, 
born  March  13,  1762,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Tripp)  Browning.  Their  children  were  : 
Thomas  (2),  born  Sept.  17,  1786;  Amy  Ward,  May 
26,  1788;  Waity  Babcock,  March  10,  1792;  William 
B.,  Aug.  20,  1794;  Joseph,  Oct.  10,  1799;  Mary 
Clark,  May  5,  1802;  and  Benjamin  T.,  Oct.  19, 
1806.  Thomas  Segar  appears  to  have  been  a re- 
markably thrifty  man,  as  he  bought  out  most  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  homestead,  and  also 
seven-eighths  of  the  Job  Card  farm,  which  was  to 
the  south  of  his  farm.  He  died  Jan.  6,  1823,  and 
was  buried  upon  his  farm. 

/(VH)  Thomas  Segar  (2),  born  Sept.  17,  1786, 
married  Rebecca  Ward,  who  was  born  July  28, 
1793,  daughter  of  Richard  Ward,  of  South  Kings-^ 
town,  a great  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Richard 
Ward,  of  Rhode  Island.  She  died  Jan.  22,  1863. 
The  children  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Rebecca  (Ward) 
Segar  were : Thomas  Wanton,  born  April  20, 
1812;  Sarah  Ann,  born  May  19,  1813,  married  Al- 
bert Lyman;  George  W.,  born  Dec.  3,  1814;  Wil- 
liam B.,  born  April  14,  1816;  Lucinda,  born  Jan. 
25,  1818;  Elizabeth,  born  June  8,  1822,  married 
Nelson  Bailey ; Warren  D.,  born  May  6,  1825 ; 
Antoinette,  born  Jan.  25,  1833,  married  Calvin 
Bailey.  Thomas  Segar  (2)  moved  from  South 
Kingstown  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  in  his  early  man- 
hood, where  he  proved  to  be  a successful  farmer, 
and  lived  there  to  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  Sept.  19,  1856,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Jan. 
221,  1863.  They  are  both  buried  in  Lebanon. 

J (\TH)  Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  born  April  20, 
1812,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  1.,  married  (first) 
Feb.  5,  1844,  Elizabeth  Tripp,  daughter  of  Hon. 
William  Tripp  and  iMartha,  (Card)  .Browning,  of 
South  Kingstown,  and  their  children  were : Thomas 
B.,  born  Aug.  i,  1845;  William,  born  June  25, 
1847  (sketch  elsewhere)  ; and  James,  born  in  1849, 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  died  Aug. 
2,  1849,  and  on  Eeb.  12,  1852,  the  father  married 
(second)  Jane  C.  Bradford,  born  Oct.  12,  1829, 
daughter  of  Charles  Bradford,  of  Westerly,  and  to 
this  union  came  children  as  follows : Elizabeth  T., 
born  Alay  9,  1853,  who  married  George  E.  Coy ; 
Katherine  B.,  born  Sept.  22,  1855,  who  m'arried 
Andrew  C.  Fuller ; Charles  B.,  born  Sept.  6,  1857 ; 
Henry  R.,  born  Nov.  30,  1859;  Fanny  L.,  born 
March  3,  1861  ; Albertus  V.,  born  Feb.  6,  1865  ; and 
Ernest  G.,  born  iMarch  3,  1871. 

The  parents  and  grandparents  of  Thomas  W. 
Segar  were  farming  people,  the  former  removing 
to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  in  1813.  The  son  was  reared 
amid  agricultural  pursuits,  received  a common- 
school  education,  and  for  several  winters  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  his  native  town.  From 
1836  to  1843  he  was  occupied  in  selling  dry 
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goods  from  house  to  house  on  the  road,  in 
which  he  met  with  success,  and  in  the  last 
year  named  he  engaged  in  a general  merchan- 
dise business  in  Westerly,  in  which  he  continued 
until  1865.  From  that  time  through  his  active  bus- 
iness life  his  occupation  was  given  chiefly  to  a coal 
and  grain  trade.  From  1846  to  1867  Mr.  Segar 
had  associated  himself  with  Samuel  B.  Segar,  a 
relative,  as  partner,  and  from  1877  to  1880  his  bus- 
iness associate  was  his  son,  William  Segar,  the 
latter  withdrawing  in  1880  to  go  into  business  by 
himself.  At  one  time  the  business  of  Thomas  W. 
Segar  was  the  most  extensive  in  the  town  of  West- 
erly, his  sales  having  amounted  in  one  year  to  as 
high  as  $60,000.  Besides  the  lines  of  business 
mentioned,  Mr.  Segar  was  interested  in  various 
enterprises.  He  was  a member  of  the  Steam  Mill 
Manufacturing  Company,  at  Westerly,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  plaids  and  linseys,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  interested  in  coasting  vessels. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Segar  were  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  was 
long  active  and  prominent.  He  possessed  qualities 
of  leadership,  which  in  youth  placed  him  captain  of 
a militia  company  in  the  town  of  Lebanon,  Conn., 
in  which  position  he  served  for  five  years.  While 
not  an  office  seeker,  and  when  a candidate  for  office 
it  was  only  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  party, 
he  was  several  times  the  standard  bearer  of  his  party 
for  positions  of  high  honor  and  trust.  He  was  his 
party’s  nominee  for  State  treasurer  in  1868,  and  for 
governor  in  1879-  1881  he  was  a candidate  for 

lieutenant  governor,  but  to  none  of  these  offices  was 
he  elected,  the  State  at  that  time  being  strongly 
Republican.  In  1880,  Mr.  Segar  was  a delegate 
to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Cincin- 
nati. He  was  connected  with  the  National  Niantic 
Bank,  as  a director  from  its  organization  in 
1854,  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was 
also  its  president;  he  was  also  a director  in 
the  Niantic  Savings  Bank,  both  being  financial  in- 
stitutions of  Westerly.  While  not  a member  Mr. 
Segar  was  a regular  attendant  at  the  Calvary  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Westerly,  of  which  he  was  a liberal 
supporter.  He  also  gave  generously  to  all  benev- 
olent objects.  Mr.  Segar  died  July  29,  1893,  and 
was  buried  at  River  Bend  Cemetery. 

(IX)  Thomas  Browning  Segar,  eldest  son  of 
Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  was  born  in  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  Aug.  I,  1845.  He  attended  public  and  private 
schools  in  Westerly.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  came  to  Wyoming  to  work  for  William  F. 
Segar,  and  for  several  years  remained  in  his  gen- 
eral store.  For  four  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
firm  of  W.  F.  Segar Co.  Then  in  1876  he  en- 
gaged in  general  mercantile  business  in  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  building,  in  Hope  Valley,  and  there  continued 
until  Jan.  i,  1904,  when  he  retired,  being  succeeded 
by  J.  M.  Barber  & Co.  In  1897  he  had  taken  J. 
M.  Barber  and  G.  M.  D.  Wright  as  partners.  From 
1885  to  1889,  he  was  postmaster  of  Hope  Valley. 


He  is  a director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hop- 
kinton,  and  for  years  was  trustee  in  the  Savings 
Bank  at  Hope  Valley.  He  is  a. member  of  Charity 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Hope  Valley. 

Mr.  Segar  was  married  (first)  in  1865,  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  to  Miss  Georgianna  E.  Randall.  She 
died  leaving  two  children:  Thomas  Wanton,  who 
married  Adaline  Lillibridge,  daughter  of  Wanton 
Lillibridge,  and  has  two  children,  Gladys  and  Wil- 
fred; and  Dora  Lee.  He  married  (second)  in 
Plainfield,  N.  J.,  in  December,  1896,  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Northrop.  Mr.  Segar  has  been  a stanch  Demo- 
crat all  his  life.  He  is  one  of  the  most  substantial 
citizens  of  his  section  and  a leading  man  in  busi- 
ness and  financial  affairs. 

WARD.  The  Ward  family,  to  which  belonged 
Rebecca,  wife  of  Thomas  Segar  (2),  has  a record 
of  nearly  two  and  a half  centuries  in  Rhode 
Island. 

John  Ward  was  a captain  in  one  of  Cromwell’s 
cavalry  regiments  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  He 
came  to  Newport  on  the  death  of  his  son  Thomas, 
and  died  there  in  1693. 

Thomas  Ward,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Gloucester,  England,  in  1641.  He  settled  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  in  1660.  He  married  Amy  Smith, 
granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams,  and  became  the 
ancestor  of  two  governors  and  three  secretaries  of 
State  in  the  male  line,  as  was  Roger  Williams  in 
the  female  line.  Thomas  Ward  died  in  1689. 

Richard  Ward,  son  of  Thomas  and  Amy,  was 
born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  April  15,  1689,  and  he 
died  Aug.  21,  1763.  He  married  Mary  Tillinghast, 
who  died  in  1767.  Richard  Ward  was  elected  at- 
torney-general of  the  Colony  in  1712.  In  May, 
1714,  he  was  appointed  recorder,  or  secretary  of 
the  Colony,  which  office  he  held  until  1733,  a 
period  of  nineteen  years.  In  1740  he  was  elected 
deputy  governor,  and  on  the  death  of  Governor  John 
Wanton,  was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term.  In  1741-42  he  was  elected  governor.  Of 
the  children  of  Governor  Richard  Ward,  several 
filled  official  positions  in  the  Colony,  among  these 
being  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Henry.  Of  these, 
Samuel  was  elected  chief  justice  in  1761  ; governor 
in  1762.  succeeding  Gov.  Stephen  Hopkins;  again 
elected  governor  in  1765  and  1766;  in  July,  1774, 
with  Stephen  Hopkins,  was  appointed  to  represent 
the  Colony  in  the  First  Continental  Congress ; and 
in  1775  in  the  Second  Continental  Congress. 
Samuel  Ward  died  in  1775  in  Philadelphia,  of 
smallpox,  aged  fifty-one  years.  < Henry  Ward, 
youngest  son  of  Governor  Richard,  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  Colony  in  1760,  in  place  of  Thomas 
Ward,  his  brother,  and  was  annually  elected  to 
that  office  until  his  death  in  1797,  a period  of  thirty- 
seven  years.  The  office,  of  secretary  of  the  Colony 
was  thus  held  by  Governor  Richard  and  his  two 
sons,  Thomas  and  Henry,  for  a period  of  seventy 
years. 
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Thomas  Ward,  son  of  Governor  Richard,  was 
born  Oct.  24,  1711,  and  he  died  Dec.  21,  1760.  He 
married  Content  Cogshall.  In  May,  1746,  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  annually  re-elected  until  his  death  in  1760. 

Richard  Ward,  son  of  Thomas  and  Content, 
was  born  in  1737,  in  Newport.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Nixon,  and  died  in  1807. 

Rebecca  Ward,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Eliza- 
beth, was  born  July  28,  1793.  She  married  Thomas 
Segar  (2). 

PROF.  JAMES  RICHARD  JEWETT.  No 
book  of  “Representative  Men  of  Rhode  Island’’ 
would  be  complete  without  the  name  of  Professor 
James  Richard  Jewett,  formerly  of  Bristol  and  of 
Brown  University,  now  a resident  of  Chicago  and 
a professor  in  Chicago  University.  He  was  born 
in  Westport,  Maine,  Alarcli  14,  1862,  son  of  Capt. 
George  W.  and  Annie  M.  (Greenleaf)  Jewett,  both 
born  at  Westport. 

On  March  13,  1868,  Captain  Jewett  moved  his 
family  to  Bristol,  in  this  State,  and  purchased  for 
their  use  the  fine  estate  of  Mason  W.  Pierce,  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Mt.  Hope  and  D’Wolf  avenues, 
nearly  a mile  east  of  Bristol  Common.  Captain 
Jewett  was  a very  successful  shipmaster  and  a fine 
business  man,  one  of  the  most  intelligent,  upright 
and  courageous  of  that  sterling  class  of  citizens  of 
whom  Maine  and  New  England  are  so  justly  proud. 
His  notable  record  cannot  be  given  here.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  after  rendering  most  valuable  services 
to  Ward  Brothers,  of  New  York,  in  promoting 
their  China  and  East  India  trade,  while  in  command 
of  the  barque  “Moro  Castle’’  (of  which  he  was  part 
owner).  Captain  Jewett  planned  to  retire  at  an  early 
age  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Bristol. 
His  health,  however,  was  not  robust,  though  always 
at  its  best  when  he  was  on  the  high  seas.  Knowing 
that  he  was  subject  to  sudden  attacks  of  illness,  his 
devoted  wife  took  many  journeys  to  the  antipodes, 
and  was  quite  inured  to  life  on  a sailing  vessel  in 
southern  seas.  Captain  Jewett’s  last  voyage  was 
the  first  for  many  years  on  which  he  had  not  the 
company  of  his  wife.  He  died  of  heart  disease,  at 
the  house  of  kind  friends  at  Honolulu,  on  June  4, 


< before  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  on  a two  years 
voyage  to  China.  It  being  time,  however,  that  he 
i should  go  to  school,  on  their  next  voyage  he  was 

' left  with  his  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 

’ Greenleaf,  in  Bath,  Maine,  where  he  remained  until 

* the  spring  of  1874,  when  he  and  his  younger  sister 
were  brought  to  Bristol  to  reside  permanently. 

i[  Richard  entered  the  high  school  in  i875)_^^d  main- 

• tained  a high  rank  there  until  he  left,  in  1877,  to 

; obtain  a better  college  preparation  at  the  English 

i and  Classical  School  of  Messrs.  Mowry  & Goff,  at 

i Providence.  He  entered  Harvard  in  1880,  and 

!j  graduated  with  distinction  in  1884,  receiving  honors. 


and  the  award  of  a fellowship  which  provided  for 
three  years’  study  in  foreign  universities.  Before 
leaving  Harvard  he  had  chosen  the  department  of 
ancient  languages  for  a life  study,  so  he  started  for 
the  Orient  in  the  summer  of  1884.  As  holder  of  a 
fellowship  he  remained  in  Syria  and  Egypt  three 
years,  and  returned  to  this  country  on  the  occasion 
of  the  last  sickness  of  his  mother,  who  died  on  Dec. 
13,  1887,  at  Cambridge,  whither  she  had  removed 
when  Richard  entered  college,  and  where  her  two 
younger  children  finished  their  high  school  course. 

During  the  academic  years  of  1887-88  Professor 
Jewett  was  Instructor  in  Semitic  Languages  in 
Harvard  University.  In  1888  he  again  went  abroad, 
for  study,  spending  most  of  the  time  for  two  years 
in  Germany.  In  1890  he  passed  the  examination 
for  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  at  the  University  of  Stras- 
bourg, the  title  of  his  thesis  being  “Arabic  Proverbs 
and  Proverbial  Phrases.”  From  1890  to  1895,  in- 
clusive, he  was  connected  with  the  Faculty  of  Brown 
University,  first  as  Instructor,  finally  with  the  title 
of  Associate  Professor  of  Semitic  Languages  and 
Oriental  History.  In  1895  he  joined  the  Faculty 
of  the  University  of  Minnesota  as  Professor  of 
Semitic  Languages  and  History.  After  five  years 
there  he  spent  the  college  year  1900-01  abroad, 
chiefly  in  Syria,  collecting  material  for  a book  on 
Arabic  Proverbs,  which  will  doubtless  be  published 
before  this  article  goes  to  press.  In  1902  he  re- 
signed his  position  in  the  Minnesota  University  to 
accept  the  more  important  Professorship  of  Arabic 
Language  and  Literature  in  the  University  of 
Chicago. 

On  June  28,  1894,  Professor  Jewett  married 
Miss  Margaret  Weyerhauser,  daughter  of  Frederic 
Weyerhauser,  of  St.  Paul,  a prominent  lumber  mer- 
chant of  the  northwest.  During  her  brief  residence 
in  Providence  Mrs.  Jewett  made  lasting  friends  of 
many  connected  with  Brown  University  or  resi- 
dents on  the  hill,  who  were  attracted  by  her  charm- 
ing personality  and  sweet  womanliness.  Their 
little  son,  George  Frederic  Jewett,  was  born  at  St. 
Paul  on  Aug.  22,  1896. 

The  briefest  outline  of  the  life  of  Prof.  J.  Rich- 
ard Jewett  is  here  given,  and  only  hints  of  the 
breadth  and  the  depth  of  his  scholarly  attainments. 
But  those  who  know  him  will  agree  that  in  his 
presence  one  always  forgets  the  scholar  in  the  man. 
Possessed  of  a magnificent  physique,  he  has  always 
encouraged  athletic  sports,  and  enjoys  an  out-of 
door  life,  especially  on  the  water.  Confirmed  in  St. 
Michael’s  Church,  Bristol,  at  an  early  age,  he  has 
always  retained  his  love  for  the  old  church  and  its 
people.  In  spite  of  his  erudition,  and  his  residence 
in  great  cities,  and  his  acquaintance  with  half  the 
countries  of  the  known  world,  when  he  returns  to 
Bristol  he  picks  up  the  thread  just  where  it  was 
broken  and  is  the  simple-hearted,  genial  friend  and 
companion  of  former  years.  He  has  always  been 
especially  attentive  to  the  aged.  Parents  of  college 
boys  regret  that  Dr.  Jewett  had  not  made  choice  of 
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a specialty  in  which  more  students  take  interest,  that 
his  intluence  might  be  felt  in  crowded  class-rooms, 
lint  wherever  he  is,  the  intinence  will  surely  be  felt, 
of  an  earnest,  high-minded,  scholarly,  patriotic.  New 
England  man. 

BABCOCK  (Line  of  Caleb  of  South  Kings- 
town ) . The  South  Kingstown  Babcocks  are  a 
branch  of  the  old  family  of  that  name  in  Westerly, 
R.  L,  where  generation  after  generation  has  lived 
and  flourished  for  two  hundred  vears.  Among 
those  of  the  name  prominent  there  in  the  Colonial 
period,  and  whose  names  are  secure  to  live  in  the 
annals  of  Rhode  Island,  were  Hon.  Joshua  Bab- 
cock, a graduate  of  Yale,  a major-general  of  militia 
(1776)  and  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of 
Rhode  Island  ; Col.  Henry  Babcock,  of  old  French 
war  and  Revolutionary  fame ; and  Rev.  Stephen 
Babcock,  a noted  divine  and  New  Light  leader. 
It  is  the  purpose  here,  however,  to  deal  only  with 
the  family  and  lineage  of  the  late  Hezekiah  Bab- 
cock, some  of  whose  posterity  have  long  been  active 
and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Wakefield  and  in 
South  Kingstown,  notably  John  and  John  E.  Bab- 
cock, father  and  son.  There  has  been  no  time, 
perhaps,  in  fifty  years  when  the  name  of  Babcock 
has  not  been  in  the  directorate  or  amoTig  the  offi- 
cers of  one  of  the  financial  institutions  of  the 
town. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Westerly  Babcocks  was 
(1)  James  Babcock,  who  was  born  in  1612,  and 
died  in  1679.  Babcock  is  first  of  record  in 

I’ortsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1642,  and  was  commissioner 
from  1656  to  1659.  He  settled  his  family  in 
Westerly  soon  after  1(364.  The  Christian  name  of 
his  first  wife  was  Sarah,  and  that  of  his  second 
wife  Elizabeth.  The  children  of  the  first  union 
were  James,  John,  Job  and  i\lary,  and  those  of 
the  second  were  Nathaniel,  Josejdi  and  Eliza- 
both. 

From  this  James  Babcock,  of  Portsmouth  and 
Westerly  the  lineage  of  the  present  John  E.  Bab- 
cock, of  Wakefield,  is  through  John,  (jeorge,  Heze- 
kiah, Caleb,  Hezekiah  (2)  and  John  (2). 

(H)  John  Babcock,  born  in  1644,  married 
IMary,  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  ( Hazard) 
Lawton.  Mr.  Babcock  was  a freeman  in  1669; 
conservator  of  the  peace  in  1678;  and  deputy  in 
1682-84.  He  died  in  1685,  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
who  remarried  after  his  death,  passed  away  in 
1711.  d'heir  children  were:  James,  Ann,  Alary, 
John,  Job,  George,  Elihu,  Robert,  Joseph  and 
Oliver. 

(HI)  George  Babcock,  born  in  1673,  married 
Nov.  28,  i(k94,  Elizabeth  Hall.  He  died  May  i, 
1756.  Their  children  were-:  Alary, , born  Sept. 
20,  1(395;  George,  April  9,  1699;  David,  Dec.  22, 
1700;  Jonathan,  Alarch  22,  1702-03;  Elizabeth, 

March  16,  1704-05;  Abigail,  Feb.  6,  1706-07;  Ruth, 
Alarch  i,  1709;  Eunice,  Jan.  13,  1712-13;  Heze- 
kiah, Alarch  26,  1715;  and  Elisha,  Alay  18,  1718. 


(lY)  Plezekiah  Babcock,  born  Alarch  26,  1715^ 
died  in  1798.  He  married  Jan.  3,  1739-40,  Alary 
Beckham,  of  Newport,  R.  L,  who  died  in  1796. 

(V)  Caleb  Babcock,  born  July  10^  1741,  died 
Nov.  18,  1826;  he  married  Oct.  3,  1782,  Wait 
Beckham,  who  died  April  12,  1836. 

(VT)  Hezekiah  Babcock  (2),  born  Jan.  3, 
1784,  died  Alarch  4,  1870.  He  married  Jan.  28, 
1813,  Dorcas  Beckham,  born  Feb.  7,  1787,  who  died 
Oct.  22,  1859.  She  was  a daughter  of  William 
and  Alercy  (Berry)  Beckham.  Their  children 
were ; Dorcas  Gardner,  born  Feb.  23,  1816,  died 
July  7,  1903;  William  B.,  born  April  28,  1818,  died 
Aug.  3,  1861  ; Hezekiah,  born  Oct.  31,  1820,  died 
Oct.  10,  1864  (his  widow,  who  married  John  Allen, 
is  a resident  of  Wakefield)  ; Adam,  born  Dec.  14, 
1822,  died  Oct.  26,  1872;  John  was  born  Alay  23, 
1831.  Both  Hezekiah  Babcock  and  his  wife  were 
prominent  members  of  the  Society  oDFriends,  and 
Air.  Babcock  was  a strong  advocate  of  the  temper- 
ance cause.  When  young  he  learned  the  tanner’s 
trade  at  the  establishment  of  his  wife’s  father, 
William  Beckham,  following  that  vocation  all  his 
life  and  during  his  later  years  superintending  the 
tannery  in  which  he  served  his  apprenticeship.  He 
was  quite  a figure  in  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
community,  being  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Wakefield  Society  for  Savings  in  1850,  and  serv- 
ing for  many  years  not  only  as  a director  of  that 
institution,  but  also  of  the  old  State  Bank.  For 
some  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  town  of  South 
Kingstown. 

(VH)  John  Baucock,  son  of  Hezekiah  and 
Alercy,  was  born  at  Alatunuck,  in  South  Kingstown, 
R.  L,  Alay  23,  1831.  He  passed  his  school  days 
in  the  little  red  schoolhouse  on  the  Babcock  farm, 
and  for  a time  was  employed  with  his  father  in  the 
tanning  business.  For  many  years  he  remained 
at  home  engaged  in  farming  and  caring  for  his 
maiden  aunts,  one  of  whom,  Elizabeth  Beckham, 
was  a noted  (Juaker  preacher.  Like  his  parents 
he  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  like  his  father  has  a decided  talent  for  busi- 
ness and  public  affairs.  In  1854  he  was  made  a 
director  of  the  Wakefield  State  Bank,  and  now 
holds  a like  ])osition  with  the  Wakefield  Trust 
Company.  Since  April,  1870,  he  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Savings  Bank,  and  from  1867  to  1870 
served  as  president  of  the  National  Bank.  For 
many  years  Air.  Babcock  was  a member  of  the 
town  council  and  assessor  of  taxes,  and  upon  him 
now  for  twenty-six  years  has  devolved  the  manage- 
ment of  ‘‘The  Alassasoit,”  a large  hotel  at  Narra- 
gansett  Bier,  belonging  to  the  bank.  For  three 
terms  he  represented  South  Kingstown  in  the  legis- 
lature, and  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  Republicans  in 
the  State ; in  fact,  his  Republicanism  dates  from 
the  founding  of  the  party,  his  first  Bresidential 
vote  having  been  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont.  In 
November,  1889,  Air.  Babcock  removed  to  Wake- 
field, and  there  his  present  beautiful  home  com- 
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mands  a magnificent  view  of  the  surrounding 
country  and  the  ocean. 

On  Sept.  23,  1856,  Mr.  Babcock  married 

Mary  Perry,  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Lois 
(Davis)  Perry,  and  to  this  union  were  born  the 
three  children  named  below. 

(V’lII)  Lois  Elina  Babcock,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary,  born  Sept.  6,  1857,  married 

Thomas  A.  Tripj),  of  Fair  Haven,  Mass.,  manager 
of  the  Pairpoint  Silver-plating  Company.  Their 
children  are:  Anna  Lewis,  born  Jan.  20,  1889; 
Mary  Arnold,  born  June  30,  1892;  and  Stanley 
Russell,  born  Aug.  10,  1895. 

(\TII)  John  Edw.vrd  B.vbcock,  son  of  John 
and  Mary,  was  born  at  Matunuck,  R.  L,  Oct.  7, 
1858.  There  his  school  days  were  passed  until 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he 
became  a student  at  the  .Friends’  School  in  Provi- 
dence, graduating  with  the  class  of  1874.  Later  he 
was  a teacher  in  District  No.  10,  and  a clerk  in 
the  Narragansett  Pier  post  office,  the  Wakefield 
Bank  and  with  the  Pairpoint  Silver-plating  Com- 
pany at  Fair  Haven,  Mass.  In  1880  he  assumed 
a clerical  position  in  the  National  and  Savings 
Bank  at  Wakefield,  and  in  January,  1887,  was  ad- 
vanced on  his  merit  to  the  secretaryship  and  treas- 
urership  of  the  combined  institution.  He  is  also 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Wakefield  Trust 
Company,  which  was  incorporated  in  July,  1890; 
for  three  years  he  was  treasurer  and  a director 
of  the  Narragansett  Pier  Electric  Light  & Power 
Company ; and  for  twelve  years,  in  addition  to  his 
other  financial  res])onsibilities,  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  fire  insurance  business.  He  served  a year 
on  the  school  committee  of  South  Kingstown.  He 
is  a member  of  the  A.  ().  L.  W .,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 

Dn  Feb.  27.  1890,  Mr.  Babcock  married  Margie 
Hunter  Rodman,  daughter  of  George  Rodman,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Their  one  child,  Edith 
Rodman,  was  born  May  17,  1898. 

(VHI)  William  H.  Babcock,  son  of  John  and 
Mary,  was  the  third  child  in  the  family. 

HERRESHOFIC  The  Herreshoffs,  of  Bristol, 
of  German-American  antecedents,  have  been  one 
of  the  highly  educated  families  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  dwellers^  of  the  Commonwealth  for  a hundred 
vears,  and  they  have  been  a family  of  scientific 
and  mechanical  achievements.  In  the  last  half 
century  the  yacht  and  vessel  building  establishment 
of  the^  Herr’eshoff  Manufacturing  Company,  locat- 
ed on  the  harbor  at  Bristol,  has  given  the  town  and 
State  a world-wide  reputation,  for,  through  the 
genius  and  skill  of  the  family  whose  name  it  bears, 
the  fastest  yachts  that  have  ever  been  produced  at 
home  or  abroad  have  here  been  designed  and  built. 
Among  these  are  the  “Vigilant,”  “Defender,” 
“Columbia,”  and  “Reliance,”  which  have  so  success- 
fully defended  America’s  cup.  In  this  article  it  is 
intended  to  refer  briefly  only  to  the  family  and  line- 


age of  the  late  Charles  Frederick  Herreshoff,  two 
of  whose  sons,  John  Brown  Herreshoff  and  Nathan- 
iel Greene  Herreshoff',  now  respectively  president 
and  superintendent  of  the  Herreshoff  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  the  former  its  founder  and  the  lat- 
ter long  identified  with  it,  are  both  men  of  promi- 
nence and  distinction  in  their  line  of  work.  These 
men  in  the  paternal  line  descend  from  Carl  Friedrich 
Herreschoff,  of  Prussia,  through  Charles  Frederick 
and  Charles  Frederick  Herreshoff  (2),  of  whose 
careers,  in  the  order  named,  follow  the  facts  in  de- 
tail, so  far  as  known. 

(I)  Carl  Friedrich  Herreschoff,  of  Prussia,  was 
a very  tall  man,  of  fine  stature,  and  was  one  of  the 
guard  of  Frederick  the  Great,  and  his  wife,  Agnes 
Miller,  was  a woman  of  great  beauty  and  fine  at- 
tainments. 

(H)  Charles  Frederick  Herreschoff  (Carl  Fried- 
rich Herreschoff  being  the  original  spelling  of 
the  name),  only  son  of  the  above  couple,  was  born 
Dec.  27,  1763,  in  Minden,  Prussia.  His  mother 
dying  when  he  was  but  three  years  old,  his  father 
entrusted  him  to  the  care  of  a friend  living  near 
Berlin,  and  went  to  Italy,  where  he  soon  after  died. 
The  son  continued  during  his  youth  with  his  father's 
friend,  an  author  and  i)rofessor.  On  April  L I775> 
he  entered  the  Philanthropin,  an  educational  insti- 
tution then  recently  founded,  at  Dessau.  Here 
he  remained  eight  years,  until  1783,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  settling  in  New  York  be- 
came associated  with  a Air.  Goch  in  business,  the 
partnership  continuing  until  1806.  The  affairs  of 
the  firm  led  him,  about  1792,  to  Rhode  Island  on 
a visit  to  John  Brown,  the  merchant,  who  intro- 
duced him  to  his  family.  On  July  2,  1801,  he 
married  Sarah  Brown,  daughter  of  John,  and  went 
to  live  in  Westchester.  N.  Y.  A few  months  after 
their  marriage  they  removed  to  Rhode  Island,  their 
home  being  alternately  in  Providence  and  Bristol. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Herreschoff  lived  from 
about  1802  to  about  1812  on  the  old  farm,  more 
or  less  connected  in  business  with  his  father-in- 
law,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter  he  became 
interested  in  the  development  of  a ])art  of  the  John 
Brown  tract  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died  Dec.  19,  1819.  He  was  a man  of  polished  ad- 
dress, highly  educated,  an  accomplished  linguist 
in  seven  languages,  and  a good  musician.  His 
education  and  tastes  were  illy  adapted  to  frontier 
life,  and  were  not  conducive  to  success  in  the  pur- 
suits in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Air.  Brown  had  given  his  daughter  the  best 
education  obtainable,  and  she  was  especially  pro- 
ficient in  music  and  mathematics,  deriving  consola- 
tion and  giving  pleasure  to  others  by  her  skill  on 
the  piano,  which  she  played  in  a remarkably  cor- 
rect and  brilliant  manner.  Her  knowledge  of  as- 
tronomy also  afforded  her  pleasure  during  many 
periods  of  quiet  life  spent  in  the  country,  in  the 
years  of  her  long  widowhood.  She  was  delicate  in 
constitution,  austere  in  presence,  and  e.xact  and 
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methodical  in  all  her  daily  vocations.  She  read 
much  and  led  a life  of  ease,  indulging  her  love  of 
music  and  literary  pursuits  to  her  last  days.  She 
died  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Aug.  2,  1846.  She  was  a 
descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Chad. 
Brown,  who  came  to  Boston  in  the  ship  “Alartin” 
in  1638,  was  exiled  from  Alassachusetts,  became  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  Providence  pur- 
chase, and  in  1642  was  ordained  the  first  settled 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church.  From  Chad  Brown 
her  lineage  was  through  John,  James,  James  (2), 
and  John  Brown  (2).  John  Brown,  the  merchant, 
the  father  of  Airs.  Herreschoft',  was  one  of  the 
“Four  Brothers”  prominent  in  Providence  history, 
and  associated  together  in  business  until  1782.  Air. 
Brown  was  “a  man  of  magnificent  projects  and  ex- 
traordinary enterprise.”  Though  a wealthy  mer- 
chant and  having  larger  interests  at  stake  than 
most  men,  he  was  a patriotic  leader  in  the  struggle 
for  American  independence,  and  contributed  sub- 
stantial aid  to  the  cause.  He  was  the  leader  of 
the  party  which  destroyed  the  British  armed  schoon- 
er “Gaspee,”  in  Narragansett  Bay,  in  June,  1772. 
At  the  Hope  Furnace  in  Cranston,  built  largely  by 
the  Browns,  was  manufactured  cannon  for  use  in 
the  Continental  army.  The  Brown  brothers  were 
influential  in  removing  the  College  of  Rhode  Is- 
land from  Warren  to  Providence,  and  were  its  con- 
stant benefactors.  John  Brown  was  one  of  the 
largest  contributors  to  this  institution,  of  which  he 
was  for  twenty  years  the  treasurer.  Charles  Fred- 
erick Herreschoff  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Brown) 
had  issue,  all  born  in  Providence : Anna  Frances, 
born  April  2,  1802,  died  in  Bristol,  Sept.  4,  1887, 
unmarried;  Sarah,  born  April  27,  1803,  tlied  in 
Bristol,  June  2,  1882,  unmarried ; John  Brown, 
born  Alarch  27,  1805  (Brown  University,  1825), 
died  in  Bristol  unmarried,  June  ii,  1861;  Agnes, 
born  July  6,  1807,  died  in  Providence  Alarch  3,  1849, 
unmarried;  Charles  Frederick  was  born  July  26, 
1809;  srid  James  Brown,  born  Dec.  20,  1811,  died 
Jan.  4,  1812. 

(Ill)  Charles  Frederick  Herreshofif,  born  July 
26,  1809,  in  Providence,  married  Alay  15,  1833, 
lia  Ann  Lewis,  who  was  born  Alarch  20,  1811, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Warren  and  Ann  (Lane) 
Lewis,  of  Boston.  Air.  Herreshofif  was  educated  at 
Brown  University,  graduating  therefrom  in  1828. 
He  spent  a number  of  years  in  improving  what  is 
known  as  the  Point  Pleasant  Farm,  in  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  where  all  of  his  children  were  born ; but  while  he 
superintended  the  farming  operations,  his  own  life 
was  leisurely.  His  one  passion  in  life,  if  it  may  be 
called  such,  was  boat  designing  and  boat  sailing. 
In  the  summers  he  sailed  constantly,  and  in  the  win- 
ters he  i)assed  the  long  evenings  whittling  out  small 
models  of  sailing  craft,  and  in  rigging  them  with 
ballast  and  sails.  All  of  his  boats  bore  the  name 
of  “Julia.”  that  being  his  wife’s  name.  There  was 
a fleet  of  "Julias,”  and  it  was  sometimes  difficult 
for  even  the  members  of  the  family  to  tell  them 


apart.  He  modeled  many  boats  for  the  Herreshofif 
Company  for  the  first  five  or  six  years,  to  1870. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  best  sailors  in 
the  bay.  He  was  a quiet  man,  and  did  not  care  for 
public  life.  In  politics  he  was  a strong  Republi- 
can, as  have  been  all  his  sons.  In  1856  he  removed 
his  family  to  Bristol,  where  he  died  Sept.  8,  1888. 
Airs.  Herreshofif  survived  until  1901,  dying  Feb. 
19th,  of  that  year,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  her  age, 
possessing  to  the  last  her  faculties  to  a marked  de- 
gree. Both  she  and  her  husband  were  buried  in 
the  ‘North  Burying  Ground  at  Providence.  Their 
children  were : 

(i)  James  Brown  Herreshofif,  born  Alarch  18, 
1834,  lives  in  New  York.  On  May  14,  1875,  he 
married,  Jane  Brown,  born  Aug.  21,  1855,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Alargaret  Jane  (Morrow) 
Brown,  of  Ireland,  and  to  this  union  came  children 
as  follows:  (a)  Jane  B.,  was  born  July  13,  1876, 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (b)  James  B.,  born  Alarch  18, 
1878,  in  London,  England,  attended  the  schools  in 
Bristol  from  1883  to  1893,  then  finished  his  pre- 
paratory education  at  Coronado,  Cal.  He  entered 
the  University  of  California,  at  Berkeley,  Cal., 
graduating  therefrom  in  1900.  In  his  course  of  four 
years,  and  one  year  of  post-graduate  work,  he  per- 
fected himself  in  chemistry,  metallurgy  and  elec- 
tricity, that  he  might  enter  the  employ  of  the  Nichols 
Copper  Company,  of  New  York,  under  his  uncle. 
Since  then  he  has  shown  wonderful  capacity  in  mak- 
ing improvements  in  processes  and  apparatus.  He 
married  Jan.  ii,  1906,  Constance  S.  Alills,  of  San 
Diego,  Cal.  (c)  Charles  Frederick,  born  Alay 
28,  1880,  in  Nice,  France,  attended  the  schools  of 
Bristol  from  1883  to  1893,  and  then  attended  the 
high  school  of  Coronado,  Cal.  He  came  to  Bris- 
tol and  studied  designing  for  a time,  after  which 
he  went  to  Baltimore  with  the  Alaryland  Steel  Cotn- 
pany,  and  later  with  the  Triggs  Shipbuilding  Com- 
pany, of  Richmond,  Va.  He  then  went  to  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  entered  the  University,  taking  a spe- 
ial  course  in  naval  architecture.  In  1902  he  went  to 
live  in  New  York  City,  and  he  is  now  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  He  is  a designer  of  real  ability.  He  married 
April  9,  1902,  Elizabeth  Harrison  McCormick, 
born  Feb.  ii,  1884,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Allan  Stuart,  born  in  New  York  City,  Feb.  8,  1903, 
and  Elizabeth,  born  June  22,  1904.  (d)  William 

S.,  born  April  21,  1883,  in  Hampton  Wick,  England, 
was  educated  in  Coronado  and  at  sixteen  years  of 
age  entered  the  University  of  California,  where  he 
followed  his  special  gifts  in  electricity  and  chemis- 
try, graduated  after  a full  course  in  Alay,  1903,  and 
is  now  in  New  York,  also  with  the  Nichols  Copper 
Company,  (e)  Anna  F.,  was  born  July  5,  1886,  in 
Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

From  1852  to  1855  Air.  Herreshofif  studied  in 
Brown  University,  taking  a special  course  chiefly  in 
chemistry.  Following  this  for  some  six  years  he 
was  engaged  as  a manufacturing  chemist  with  the 
Rumford  Chemical  Company,  at  Rumford,  R.  L 
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Retiring  from  business  in  1870,  he  devoted  himself 
to  experimenting,  and  as  a result  of  his  discoveries 
produced  the  “coil  boiler,”  since  so  widely  known  in 
this  and  foreign  countries. 

(2)  Caroline  Louisa  Herreshofif,  born  Feb.  27, 
1837,  married  Aug.  16,  1866,  Lieut.  E.  Stanton 
Chesebrough,  of  New  York  City,  born  Aug.  17, 
1841,  son  of  Albert  G.  and  Phebe  Estes  (Cobb) 
Chesebrough,  who  died  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Oct.  22, 
1875,  leaving  one  child,  Albert  Stanton  Chesebrough, 
born  in  Bristol,  Jan.  ii,  1868.  Albert  S.  Chese- 
brough went  to  school  in  early  childhood  in  Bristol, 
and  in  youth  in  Providence,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  there  entering  the  private  school  of  Murray 
& Goff,  from  which  he  graduated,  and  later  en- 
tering Brown  University.  He  entered  the  manu- 
factory of  his  uncles,  and  familiarized  himself  with 
all  the  details  of  designing  and  construction  as 
practiced  in  that  establishment.  In  1892  he  went  to 
Boston  and  became  there  a designer  of  both  steam 
and  sailing  yachts.  Later  he  went  to  Wilmington, 
Del.,  where  he  was  designer  of  steam  and  sailing 
vessels  with  the  firm  of  Hollen  & Hallingsworth. 
In  1898  he  went  to  Baltimore  as  designer  for  the 
Maryland  Steel  Company,  and  was  concerned  in  the 
designing  and  construction  of  torpedo  boats,  etc. 
In  1900  he  came  to  Bristol,  and  now  designs  for 
builders  in  Boston,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore. 
He  was  married  May  6,  1897,  to  Emma  Russell 
Bullock,  born  Sept.  25,  1869,  daughter  of  Hon.  J. 
Russell  Bullock,  a United  States  judge,  and  Emma 
(Westcott)  Bullock,  of  Rhode  Island  ancestry,  but 
being  herself  from  Boston.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Edith  Russell,  born  July  8,  1903. 

(3)  Charles  Frederick  Herreshoff,  born  Feb. 

26,  1839,  married  March  19,  1863,  i\Iary,  born 
March  3,  1843,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Bateman)  Potter,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  She  died 
March  24,  1866,  in  Bristol,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Dec.  3,  1868,  Alice,  born  Aug.  15,  1838, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Cook  and  Alice  (Bateman)  Almy, 
of  Tiverton,  R.  1.  One  daughter,  Julia  Ann,  born 
Aug.  20,  1864,  in  Bristol,  was  the  issue  of  the 
first  marriage.  Mr.  Herreshofif  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Bristol  and  at  East  Greenwich  Academy, 
and  then  settled  down  to  agricultural  pursuits  on 
the  homestead. 

(4)  John  Brown  Herreshoff,  born  April  24, 
1841,  married  Oct.  6,  1870,  Sarah  Lucas,  born  Nov. 
21,  1836,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Bum- 
stead)  Kilton,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  to  them  came  a 
daughter,  Katherine  Kilton,  born  July  31,  1871, 
in  Bristol,  who  married  April  29,  1896,  Lewis  Hen- 
ry DeWolf,  born  Oct.  4,  1855  (died  Sept.  6,  1900), 
son  of  Algernon  Sidney  and  Clara  (Diman)  De- 
Wolf,  and  had  two  children,  Katherine  Herreshoff, 
born  March  19,  1897,  and  Louise  Henry,  born  Aug. 
9,  1898.  Mr.  Herreshoff  married  (second)  April 

27,  1892,  Eugenia  Thames  Tucker,  of  Providence. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Mr.  Herreshoff  became 


totally  blind.  In  1864  he  began  the  business  of 
yacht  building  in  Bristol,  and  for  some  time  was 
associated  with  Dexter  S.  Stone  under  the  firm 
name  of  Herreshoff  & Stone.  In  subsequent  years 
the  business  was  incorporated  (1879)  and  has  since 
been  carried  on  under  the  style  of  the  Herreshoff 
Alanufacturing  Company.  In  the  earlier  days  of 
the  business  the  firm  built  sailing  vessels  which 
were  famous  for  speed  and  thoroughness  of  con- 
struction. The  fastest  of  these  were  modelled  with 
Air.  John  B.  Herreshofif’s  own  hands.  The  char- 
acter of  the  business  was  changed  in  the  early  sev- 
enties to  that  of  building  steam  yachts.  Up  to 
the  year  1874  he  had  built  250  yachts  of  all  sizes, 
and  1,000  boats  of  other  descriptions.  Since  the 
concern  began  the  building  of  steamers,  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel Greene  Herreshoff,  a younger  brother  of  John  B., 
has  managed  the  outside  business  of  the  company. 
The  steamers  built  by  the  company  have  attained 
the  greatest  speed  of  any  in  the  world,  and  are  equal- 
ly noted  for  their  fineness  of  construction  and  sea- 
worthiness. For  years  the  company  did  work  for 
the  United  States,  English,  Russian,  Spanish  and 
Peruvian  governments.  They  are  now  builders  of 
steam  yachts,  torpedo  boats,  launches,  high  speed 
marine  engines  and  tubular  boilers.  The  company 
is  officered  by  John  B.  Herreshoff,  president  and 
treasurer;  Nathaniel  Greene  Herreshoff,  superin- 
tendent; and  C.  W.  Young,  secretary.  These  Her- 
reshoff brothers  have  improved  the  “coil  boiler” 
heretofore  referred  to,  and  brought  it  to  a high 
state  of  perfection. 

(5)  Lewis  Herreshoff,  born  Feb.  3,  1844,  I’c- 
ceived  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Bristol. 

(6)  Sally  Brown  Herreshoff  was  born  Dec.  i, 
1845. 

(7)  Nathaniel  Greene  Herreshoff,  born  Alarch 
18,  1848,  married  Dec.  26,  1883,  Clara  Anna,  born 
Sept.  5,  1853,  daughter  of  Algernon  Sidney  and 
Clara  Anna  (Diman)  DeWolf,  of  Bristol,  R.  I., 
and  their  six  children,  all  born  in  Bristol,  are : 
Agnes  Alueller,  born  Oct.  19,  1884;  Algernon  Sid- 
ney DeWolf,  born  Nov.  22,  1886;  Nathaniel  Greene, 
born  Feb.  5,  1888;  Alexander  Griswold,  born  April 
16,  1889;  Lewis  Francis,  born  Nov.  ii,  1890;  and 
Clarence  DeWolf,  born  Feb.  22,  1895. 

Air.  Herreshoff  at  an  early  age  displayed  talent 
for  mechanical  invention.  He  was  educated  in  the 
high  schools  of  Bristol,  and  in  1866  in  the  Alassa- 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  of  Boston.  In 
his  early  school  days  he  showed  an  aptitude  for 
mathematics.  Up  to  1866  his  inclination  had  been 
toward  sailing  boats  almost  exclusively,  but  at  that 
time,  entering  the  Institute  of  Technology  in  Bos- 
ton, he  there  did  a great  deal  of  experimental  work 
of  one  sort  or  other,  and  at  one  time  built  a small 
rotary  steam  engine.  He  left  the  institute  in  1869, 
and  entered  the  works  of  the  Corliss  Steam  Engine 
Company,  of  Providence,  as  an  assistant  to  Air.  Cor- 
liss in  designing,  model  making  and  expert  work. 
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The  great  Corliss  engine  that  turned  the  machinery 
at  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in 
1876  was  designed  in  part  by  him,  and  he  took  it 
to  Philadelphia  and  set  it  up.  He  remained  until 
1878  with  Mr.  Corliss.  While  still  at  work  in  FVovi- 
dence  he  designed  boats  for  his  brother,  John  P., 
who  had  begun  the  business  of  boatbuilding  in 
Bristol.  In  1877  he  procured  a patent  for  a jointed 
boat,  or  catamaran,  which  soon  became  popular, 
and  attained  the  greatest  speed  of  any  sailing  craft 
on  record  up  to  that  time.  The  success  of  the 
Herreshoff  ^Manufacturing  Company  has  been  large- 
ly attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  boats  and  engines 
made  by  it  are  modeled  by  him.  He  is  the  design- 
er of  the  famous  yachts  that  have  so  successfully 
defended  America's  cu])  for  many  years,  which  in- 
clude the  “\dgilant."  “Defender,”  “Columbia”  and 
“Reliance.”  These  yachts  were  all  built  in  the 
erecting  shops  of,  the  Herreshoff  Company,  on  the 
harbor  at  Bristol.  His  children  are  following  along 
in  the  same  line  and  are  getting  the  best  education 
that  the  situation  affords.  They  go  into  the  shops 
daily,  as  school  boys,  and  are  taking  a very  deep 
interest. 

Mrs.  Nathaniel  Greene  Herreshoff  died  Nov. 
25,  1905,  at  her  home  in  P>ristol.  Her  demise  was  not 
unexpected,  having  been  the  termination  of  a ling- 
ering illness.  It  means  a loss  that  will  be  the  oc- 
casion of  a sorrow  sincere  and  widespread,  to  an 
extent  thaj  could  have  been  caused  by  few  similar 
events  in  the  community  in  which  she  resided.  Clara 
Anna  DeW'olf  Herreshoff  was  the  daughter  of  the 
late  A.  Sidney  DeM'olf,  and  granddaughter  of  the 
late  Prof.  John  DeW'olf,  formerly  well  known  as  a 
chemist  and  member  of  the  faculty  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity. Her  widowed  mother,  who  survives  her, 
was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Gov.  P>yron  Diman,  of 
Bristol,  and  sister  to  the  late  Prof.  Lewis  Diman. 
Mrs.  Herreshoff 's  early  life'  was  passed  on  the  an- 
cient and  beautiful  estate  familiarly  known  to  the 
townspeople,  by  way  of  distinction,  as  “The  Farm.” 
Her  marriage,  which  took  place  in  1883.  had  been  a 
singularly  ha])])y  one,  for  she  was  a devoted  wife 
and  mother.  Iler  circle  of  friends  was  large,  and 
she  was  faithful  in  her  friendships.  But  her  highest 
delight  was  in  her  home  life,  which  was  one  re- 
markably combined  of  domestic  simplicity,  refined 
intelligence  and  mutual  affection.  The  universal 
regard  in  which  she  was  held  would  make  it  hard 
to  conceive  of  her  having  enemies  or  critics.  Blessed, 
until  shortly  before  her  death,  with  exuberant 
health,  life  had  been  a high  joy  to  her,  and  she 
had  used  it  worthily  and  well,  and  lived  it  void  ot 
all  self-seeking.  She  illustrated  beautifully  the 
scriptural  conception  of  the  "excellent  woman.” 
Her  departure  leaves  a great  void  in  the  domestic 
circle,  which  she  ennobled,  and  her  memory  will 
be  fragrant  in  the  wider  range  of  the  social  life  of 
the  quiet  town  in  which  her  entire  life  was  spent. 
Mrs.  Herreshoff  had  been  from  her  girlhood  a 
faithful  member  of  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Bristol. 


Besides  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  a family 
of  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 

(8)  John  Brown  Francis  Herreshoff,  born  Feb. 

7,  1850,  married  Feb.  9,  1876,  Grace  Eugenia,  born 
March  20,  1851,  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa 
(Chamberlin)  Dyer,  of  Providence.  She  died 
Dec.  2,  1880,  and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  25, 
1882,  Emilie  Duval,  born  March  24,  1863,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Richard  Henry  and  Sarah  (Lothrop)  Lee, 
of  Philadelphia.  Pa.  To  the  first  marriage  came  one 
child,  Louise  Chamberlin,  born  Nov.  29,  1876,  in 
Providence,  who  very  early  in  life  developed  a 
talent  for  the  fine  arts  which  was  nourished  and  de- 
veloped in  this  country  and  in  France  under  the  best 
masters,  until,  in  later  years,  the  products  of  her 
brush  have  been  exhibited  in  the  Salons  of  Paris. 
To  the  second  marriage  was  born:  (i)  Francis 
Lee,  Oct.  2,  1883,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  was 
educated  at  home  mostly,  is  intensely  mechani- 
cal in  all  lines;  he  married  March  i,  1902,  Mildred 
Master,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Norman,  born  in  New  York,  Feb.  7,  1903.  (2)  Fred- 
eric, was  born  March  7,  1888.  (3)  Sarah  Lothrop 

was  born  Oct.  17,  1889.  < 

i\Ir.  Herreshoff  entered  Brown  University  in 
1867,  and  soon  developed  marked  aptness  in  chem- 
istry, concentrating  his  attention  upon  that  science. 
In  November,  1868,  he  was  appointed  assistant 
professor  of  chemistry  at  the  University  in  the  la- 
boratory under  Prof.  Appleton,  where  he  femained 
two  years.  In  1874  he  removed  to  New  York  City, 
and  was  there  engaged  as  a chemist.  In  1876  he 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  Laurel  Hill  Chemi- 
cal W'orks,  on  Newton  Creek,  L.  I.,  an  establishment 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  country,  and,  in  the 
production  of  sulphuric  acid,  suq:)assing  any  manu- 
factory in  tile  world.  The  ])lant  was  at  first  a small 
one.  but  was  enlarged  and  improved  through  his 
energy  until,  in  1895,  the  business  was  re-organized 
and  he  became  vice-president  and  superintendent ; 
it  became  the  Nichols  Chemical  Company,  now  the 
Nichols  Copper  Company.  In  March,  1899,  the 
entire  plant  of  the  Nichols  Chemical  Company,  save 
that  relating  to  the  refinement  of  copper,  was  taken 
over  by  the  General  Chemical  Com])any,  a company 
comprising  twenty-four  of  the  best  known  chemical 
plants  in  America,  and  of  which  Mr.  Herreshoff  is 
consulting  engineer.  He  still  holds  his  position  with 
the  Nichols  Copper  Company,  which  to-day  refines 
nearly  half  of  the  entire  output  of  copper  in  the 
United  States.  He,  perhaps  more  than  any  other 
one  individual,  has  made  the  Nichols  Chemical 
Company  what  it  is  to-day. 

(9)  Julian  Lewis  Herreshoff,  born  July  29, 
1854,  married  Sept,  ii,  1879,  Ellen  Frances,  born 
Jan.  3,  1852,  daughter  of  James  Madison  and  Fran- 
ces E.  (Mowry)  Taft,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and  one 
child,  Grace,  born  March  31,  1881,  came  to  them. 
Mr.  Herreshoff  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Bristol.  He  went  to  Germany  in  1886  and  studied 
for  two  years  in  the  University  of  Berlin  and  is  now 
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at  the  head  of  the  Westminster  School  of  Lan- 
guages and  Music  of  Providence.  This  is  his  own 
school. 

These  sons  of  the  late  Charles  F.  Herreshoff  and 
Julia  Ann  (Lewis)  on  their  maternal  side  are  de- 
scendants in  the  eighth  generation  from  George 
Lewis,  their  immigrant  ancestor,  through  James, 
John,  Rev.  Isaiah,  Capt.  Winslow,  Joseph  Warren 
and  Julia  Ann  (Lewis)  Herreshoff. 

(I)  George  Lewis,  born  in  East  Greenwich, 
County  of  Kent,  England,  married  Sarah  Jenkins, 
came  to  America,  and  settled  in  Scituate,  Mass., 
between  1633  and  1636.  He  died  in  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  in  1638. 

(II)  James  Lewis,  born  in  1633,  in  East  Green- 
wich, England,  came  to  America,  married  Sarah, 
born  in  1638,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Lane, 
of  Hingham,  Mass.,  and  died  in  that  town  in  1726. 

(III)  John  Lewis,  born  Oct.  29,  1656,  settled 
in  Hingham,  where  he  was  married  Nov.  17,  1682, 
to  Hannah,  born  Sept.  10.  1659.  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Susannah  Lincoln,  of  Hingham,  and  they 
died  respectively,  Nov.  8,  1715,  and  Oct.  ^o,  1715. 

(IV)  Rev.  Isaiah  Lewis,  torn  June  10,  1703, 
in  Hingham,  married  June  25,  1730,  Abigail,  born 
June  25,  1707.  daughter  of  Kenelm  and  Abigail 
(Waterman)  Winslow.  Rev.  i\Ir.  Lewis  died  in 
Wellfleet,  Alass.,  Oct.  3,  1786,  in  the  fifty-seventh 
year  of  his  ministry  over  one  church  in  that  town. 
His  wife  passed  away  April  13,  1776.  This  Abigail 
Winslow  was  descended  from  Kenelm  Winslow 
(son  of  Edward,  of  Droitwich,  Worcestershire, 
England),  who  settled  in  Plymouth  Colony,  Mass., 
prior  to  1634,  and  from  whom  her  line  is  through 
Capt.  Nathaniel  and  Kenelm  Wdnslow  (2),  and  on 
her  mother's  side  from  Richard  Warren  of  the 
“Mayflower,"  through  her  grandmother  Abigail 
(Warren)  Snow  (wife  of  Anthony  Snow),  prob- 
ably a granddaughter  of  the  Pilgrim. 

(V)  Capt.  W'inslow  Lewis,  born  July  3,  1741, 
in  Wellfleet,  married  Se])t.  12,  1765.  Mary,  born 
Oct.  20,  1746,  daughter  of  Willard  and  Bethia  (xA.t- 
wood)  Knowles,  of  Eastham,  Mass.  Ca])tain  Lewis 
died  at  sea  in  July,  1801.  His  widow  died  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  Jan.  31,  1807. 

(VI)  Joseph  WHrren  Lewis,  born  Sept.  20, 
1784.  married  May  i.  1808.  Ann,  born  June  21, 
1786,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Gyles)  Lane, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  they  died  (the  former' in 
Boston),  Mr.  Lewis,  May  ii,  1844,  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
July  13,  1856,  in  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

(VII)  Julia  Ann  (Lewis)  Herreshoff. 

JOSEPH  BARTON  ALDRICH  (deceased). 
There  are  residing  in  and  about  W^oonsocket  a num- 
ber of  representatives  of  the  Aldrich  family  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island — a family  among 
the  most  ancient  of  New  England,  its  coming  hither 
lacking  but  a decade  of  the  arrival  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers.  Here  in  Rhode  Island  the  family  has  been 
mainly  one  of  the  ancient  town  of  Providence  and 
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those  towns  later  created  out  of  it.  Largely  through 
Joseph  and  Jacob  Aldrich,  sons  of  George  Aldrich, 
the  immigrant  settler,  from  whom  have  come  many 
men  and  women  of  noble  lives,  lives  of  high  purpose 
and  great  usefulness,  has  descended  this  branch  of 
the  family.  The  country  is  proud  of  Senator  Nel- 
son Wilmarth  Aldrich,  whose  life  is  reflecting  great 
honor  on  the  family  name  and  the  State  he  has  so 
long  and  ably  served.  Many  of  the  name  point  to 
Brown  as  their  Alma  Mater.  In  Smithfield  lived 
the  Hon.  Caleb.  Aldrich,  son  of  Moses,  the  some- 
what celebrated  minister  in  the  Society  of  Friends, 
long  a representative  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  be- 
fore and  during  the  Revolution.  It  was  through 
Moses  Aldrich,  the  Quaker  preacher,  that  there 
came  the  branch  of  the  Cumberland- Woonsocket 
family,  here  under  consideration,  among  whose  rep- 
resentatives have  been  such  men  as  the  late  Joseph 
Barton  Aldrich,  long  a substantial  man  and  useful 
citizen  of  Woonsocket. 

(I)  George  Aldrich,  of  Derbyshire,  England, 
the  progenitor  of  the  branch  of  the  Aldrich  family 
under  consideration,  came  to  America  in  the  fall  of 
1631.  He  was  a freeman  at  Dorchester  in  1636, 
was  granted  land  in  Boston  in  1640,  and  was  of 
Braintree  in  1644-63.  He  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Mendon  in  1663,  and  there  resided,  perhaps, 
with  little  exception  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Seald  in  1629,  and  died  in  1683. 
His  children  were : Abel,  born  in  1633 ; Joseph, 
1635;  Miriam,  1639  ; Experience,  1641  ; John,  1644; 
Sarah,  1646;  Peter,  1648;  Mercy,  in  1650;  and 
Jacob,  .1652. 

(H)  Jacob  Aldrich,  son  of  George,  born  Feb. 
28,  1652,  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  married,  Nov.  3, 
1675.  Huldah,  torn  June  16,  1657,  daughter  of 
Fenlinando  and  Huldah  (Hayward)  Thayer.  Mr. 
Aldrich  accompanied  his  father  to  Mendon,  Mass., 
of  which  town  he  was  assessor  in  1694,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  styled  husbandman.  Dur- 
ing King  Philip’s  war  in  1676,  he  went  back  to 
Braintree,  but  on  the  restoration  of  peace  he  re- 
turned to  Mendon.  His  children  were ; Jacob, 
born  in  1678;  Seth  1679;  Huldah,  Nov.  6.  1680; 
Rachel,  1682;  Sarah,  1683;  Dkvid,  1685:  Peter, 
1686;  John,  1688  ; Moses,  1690:  Mercy,  1692;  and 
Rachel,  1694. 

(HI)  Moses  Aldrich,  son  of  Jacob,  born 
April  I,  1690,  married  April  23,  1711,  Hannah 
White,  born  Dec.  9,  1691,  and  their  children  were: 
Abigail,  born  Sept.  18,  1712;  Mary,  Feb.  15,  1714: 
George,  Jan.  13,  1716;  Mercy,  Nov.  28,  1717; 
Robert,  Dec.  ii,  1719;  Lydia.  Oct.  28,  1721; 
Tbomas,  Feb.  24,  1724;  Caleb,  Jan.  14,  1726;  Luke, 
Feb.  9,  1728;  Alice,  May  2,  1730;  Moses,  April  19, 
1732:  and  Aaron,  Jan.  3,  1734. 

(IV)  Robert  Aldrich,  son  of  Moses,  born  Dec. 
II.  1719,  married  Sept.  7,  1746,  Patience  Mann, 
and  their  children  of  Cumberland  town  record  are : 
Jacob,  born  Dec.  15,  1747:  Anne.  Dec.  15,  1749- 
Mary,  April  23,  1752;  Zaban,  April  8.  1754:  Amos, 
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June  II,  1756;  Amey,  June  30,  1758;  Baruch, 
March  14,  1760;  Abigail,  Dec.  15,  1761;  Luke, 
March  17,  1764;  Patience,  Feb.  25,  1766;  and 
Rachel,  Feb.  ii,  1770. 

(V)  Amos  Aldrich,  sou  of  Robert,  born  June 

^/5^>  married  in  SmUhfield,  R.  I.,  July  20,  1782, 
Sally,  daughter  of  Silas  Cook,  of  Warwick,  R.  1.’, 
and  their  children  of  Cumberland  town  record  were  : 
James,  born  Nov.  29,  1783 ; Crawford,  July  6,  1785  ; 
Joseph  Cook,  April  13,  1787;  Lydia,  Sept.  3,  1789; 
Varnum,  Dec.  4,  1791;  John  Innis,  April  10,  1796; 
and  Baruck,  IMay  16,  1798. 

(^0  Joseph  Cook  Aldrich,  son  of  Amos,  born 
April  13,  I/87,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  married 
Asenath  Gaskill,  of  Blackstone,  i\Iass.,  and  their 
children  of  Cumberland  town  record  were : Henry, 
born  Oct.  15,  1817;  Peter  G.,  Aug.  15,  1819;  Han- 
nah, June  20,  1821;  Elias,  Feb.  14,  1823;  Joseph 
Barton,  Dec.  30,  1824;  Lucy  B.,  Jan.  2,  1827;  Jane, 
July  10,  1832;  John,  July  10,  1832;  Caroline,  July 
25,  1834;- Edwin,  Oct.  14,  1836;  Moses,  Dec.  ii, 
1839;  Alary,  May  15,  1842;  of  these  Jane,  John  and 
Caroline  died  when  very  young. 

Joseph  Barton  Aldrich,  born  in  Cum- 
berland, Dec.  30,  1824,  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  ever  afterward  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  birth  and  boyhood.  Here  amid  the  scenes  of 
his  ancestors  for  generations,  he  was  brought  up  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and,  like  general  farmers’ 
sons,  passed  his  boyhood  in  attendance  at  the  neigh- 
borhood school  through  the  winters,  and  at  work 
in  season  on  the  farm,  his  school  days  not  extending 
beyond  his  sixteenth  year.  He  remained  at  work 
upon  the  farm  until  1852,  and  then  passed  several 
months  in  travel  in  the  West.  In  the  fall  of  1853 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Woon- 
socket, in  which  he  prospered,  conducting  it  success- 
fully until  1863,  when  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, although  thenceforward  his  time  was  given  to 
the  management  of  his  investments,  and  in  looking 
after  the  settlement  of  estates,  which  from  time  to 
time  were  intrusted  to  his  care.  His  reputation  as 
a business  man  and  citizen,  the  careful  management 
of  his  own  business  affairs,  together  with  his  strict 
integrity,  brought  him  considerable  business  in  the 
line  indicated,  one  of  these  estates  entrusted  to  his 
care,  being  that  of  the  late  George  Law,  of  Woon- 
socket. It  was  through  the  influence  of  Air.  Aid- 
rich  that  the  sum  of  $28,000  was  donated  to  the 
\\  oonsocket  Hospital,  of  which  he  was  a trustee ; 
and  to  this  charitable  institution  Air.  Aldrich  gave 
much  of  his  time.  For  a while  Mr.  Aldrich  was  a 
director  of  the  Citizens’  Bank,  and  of  the  Globe 
Bank.  He  was  also  a trustee  of  the  People’s  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  of  the  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion. 

In  his  early  life  the  political  affiliations  of  Air. 
Aldrich  were  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  later 
on  and  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  espoused  its  principles.  Of  quiet  tastes  and 


manners,  he  cared  nothing  for  political  honors,  and 
rather  shrank  from  than  courted  public  position. 
He,  however,  as  a good  citizen,  felt  it  a duty  to 
comply  with  the  requests  of  his  fellow  townsmen 
when  it  seemed  for  the  best  interests  all  round  for 
him  to  do  so,  and  on  several  occasions  he  filled 
some  of  the  town  offices,  serving  efficiently  in  the 
town  council  and  as  assessor.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  at  one  time  one  of 
the  prudential  committee  of  the  Society. 

Air.  Aldrich  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  Alay  9,  1855,  was  Alarcia 
A.,  daughter  of  William  Law,  of  East  Killingly, 
Conn.  She  died  Aug.  29,  1867,  and  three  years 
later,  June  9,  1870,  he  married  Cyrena  J.  Cook, 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Willis  Cook,  of  Woon- 
socket. Airs.  Aldrich  is  a woman  of  superior  at- 
tainments, and  character,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Universalist  Church.  By  this  union  two  of  the  old- 
est families  in  the  State  were  connected,  for  the 
Cook  ancestry  dates  as  far  back  within  a few  years 
as  the  Aldrich  line.  Airs.  Aldrich  is  a member  of 
the  Woonsocket  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

The  death  of  Joseph  Barton  Aldrich  occurred  at 
his  home,  June  8,  1900,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Oak  Hill  cemetery.  While  devoted  to  his  home 
and  family,  he  always  found  time  for  public  service 
as  well,  did  his  part  toward  promoting  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  town,  and  left  a record  of  usefulness, 
integrity  and  ability  that  will  ever  be  his  best  mon- 
ument. 

HARWOOD  E.  READ,  of  Newport,  is  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  that  city,  and  a man  who 
has  taken  a very  active  part  in  the  political  affairs 
not  only  of  the  city  but  of  the  State  and  nation  as 
well.  In  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party  he  has 
been  an  untiring  and  conscientious  worker,  and  in 
the  councils  of  that  party  he  has  held  a conspicuous 
place  for  many  years.  He  is  of  distinguished 
Colonial  ancestry,  descended  on  the  paternal  side 
from  John  Read,  an  officer  in  Cromwell’s  Army, 
and  on  his  mother’s  side  is  of  the  Tilley  family,  of 
Exeter,  Devonshire,  England. 

(1)  John  Read,  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in 
1632,  was  in  military  service  from  the  age  of  six- 
teen, and  was  a subaltern  in  Cromwell’s  army.  On 
the  restoration  of  Charles  H he  fled  to  America 
and  settled  first  in  Providence,  where  he  married 
a Aliss  Derby.  He  moved  to  Rye,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1684,  remaining  there  three  or  four 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Norwalk,  Conn., 
on  Five-mile  river,  at  a place  called  Read’s  farm. 
His  name  is  found  in  the  records  of  Norwalk  in 
1687.  His  death  occurred  there  in  173,0,  and  he 
left  four  children,  Thomas,  William  John,  Mary  and 
Abigail.  He  is  said  to  have  been  strongly  char- 
acterized by  the  strong  will  and  high  toned  morality 
sO  generally  found  in  Cromwell’s  officers. 

(H)  William  John  Read,  born  in  1697,  in 
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Norwalk,  married  a ]\Iiss  Tuttle,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Daniel,  Eleazer,  Samuel,  Wil- 
liam, ]\Iary,  Experience  and  j\Iehitable. 

(III)  Eleazer  Read  married  and  had  two  sons, 
Moses  and  Eleazer,  who  were,  about  1760,  among- 
the  principal  grantees  of  the  towns  of  New  Haven, 
Middlebury,  Salisbury  and  Cornwall  and  includ- 
ing what  is  now  Vergennes,  Vermont. 

(IV)  Eleazer  Read  (2)  was  born  July  22, 
1728,  and  married  in  June,  1746,  Hannah  Ridert, 
of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  who  was  born  March  22, 
1724.  They  settled  in  Newport,  where  he  followed 
the  calling  of  a miller.  Mrs.  Read  died  May  13, 
1759-  They  had  the  following-  children:  Isaac, 
born  March  22,  1747;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  29,  1749; 
Eleazer,  Aug.  17,  1751;  John,  March  22,  1753; 
David,  March  15,  1755;  Hannah,  March  27,  1757; 
and  William,  April  6,  1759.  Eleazer  Read  mar- 
ried (second)  Oct.  ii,  1763,  Mary  Atwood.  His 
death  occurred  Af)ril  9,  1803. 

(V)  Eleazer  Read  (3),  born  in  Newport,  in 
1751,  passed  his  life  there  engaged  in  milling. 
By  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: David,  born  at  Barrington,  R.  I.,  in  1770; 
William,  in  1772;  Eleazer,  in  1774;  Elizabeth,  in 
1776;  Rebecca,  in  1778;  and  Samuel  M.,  in  1780. 

(VI)  Eleazer  Read  (4),  born  Aug.'  20,  1774, 
married  Sept,  i,  1795,  Elizabeth  Murphy,  and 
children  were  born  to  them  as  follows : Oliver, 
May  18,  1797;  Eliza  M.,  Aug.  28,  1798;  Penelope, 
March  10,  1800;  Oliver  (2),  July  14,  1801 ; Samuel 
M.,  July  23,  1803;  Henry,  March  15,  1805;  John 
M.,  March  8,  1807;  Catherine,  Feb.  9,  1809; 
Eleazer  J.,  IMay  30,  1810;  Mary  M.,  April  28, 
1812:  and  Phoebe  Ann,  July  28,  1815,  in  Barring- 
ton, R.  I.  The  father  lived  in  Newport,  but  carried 
on  a mercantile  business  in  South  Carolina,  and 
was  accidentally  killed  Feb.  20,  1817,  while  on  the 
passage  home. 

(VII)  Eleazer  J.  Read  was  born  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  May  30,  1810.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
trade  of  painting,  and  after  working  under  others 
for  several  years  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
as  a contracting  painter.  He  employed  a number 
of  men,  and  was  very  successful.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig,  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  in  1856,  when  he  joined  its  ranks.  Mr. 
Read  married  Mary  Ann  Tilley  Cook,  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Elizabeth  (Tilley)  Cook,  of  Newport. 
Mrs.  Read  was  a cjescendant  of  the  first  William 
Tilley  through  his  son.  Deacon  William.  Two 
children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Eleazer  J.  and 
Mary  Ann  Read,  viz. : Harwood  E..  and  a son 
who  lived  only  eight  months.  Mr.  Read  passed 
away  in  Newport,  Aug.  25,  1864,  aged  fifty-four 
years,  two  months  and  twenty-five  days,  while  his 
wife’s  demise  occurred  in  the  same  city  June  20, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  two  months. 

(VIII)  Harwood  E.  Read,  born  in  Newport, 
July  28,  1838,  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  On  reaching  an  age  to  begin 


work  he  was  engaged  for  a time  as  clerk  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  grocery  of  Milton  Hall  & Son, 
but  before  long  he  became  an  apprentice  to  his 
father  and  worked  for  him  several  years.  During 
the  war  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  and 
conducted  a meat  market  until  1864,  when  he  took 
up  fish  trapping,  and  was  so  occupied  during  that 
year  and  the  next.  His  next  venture  was  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Newport,  in  which  he  met 
with  much  success,  and  in  which  he  continued 
permanently.  He  is  one  of  Newport’s  progressive 
citizens,  and  is  a man  of  much  influence.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  a director  of  the 
New  England  Commercial  Bank  and  is  interested 
in  other  of  the  city’s  financial  institutions. 

Much  of  Mr.  Read’s  time  has  been  devoted  to 
political  work,  for  from  the  time  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  that  field, 
and  as  a loyal  Republican  has  filled  many  positions 
of  trust  and  honor.  Except  for  a period  of  three 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  Committee  since  i860,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  also  chairman  of  the  Republican 
City  Committee  of  Newport.  In  1871-72  and  again 
from  1876  to  1881  he  was  city  marshal,  wliile 
in  1871-72  he  was  likewise  overseer  of  the  poor. 
A member  of  the  common  council  from  1886  to 
1889,  he  served  in  1888-89  as  president  of  that 
body.  From  1889  to  1891  he  was  license  commis- 
sioner of  the  city,  and  in  1892  was  made  chief  of 
police,  a position  he  filled  most  efficiently  until 
1897.  The  board  of  Police  Commissioners  for 
Newport  was  established  in  1900,  and  Mr.  Read 
was  appointed  for  a term  of  two  years  by  Gov. 
Gregoiry-,  on  the  expiration  of  that  time  being  re- 
appointed by  Gov.  Kimball  for  three  years. 

With  all  these  demands  upon  him  Mr.  Read 
has  found  time  for  activity  in  fraternal  circles 
also.  He  is  a past  Noble  Grand  of  Rhode  Island 
Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  Past  Chief  Patri- 
arch of  Aquidneck  Encampment,  No.  5.  He  was  also 
for  a number  of  years  a member  of  Redwood  Lodge, 
No.  II,  K.  of  P.,  of  Newport,  in  which  he  is  a 
Past  Chancellor  Commander.  He  belongs  to  the 
Second  Baptist  Church,  and  for  many  years  served 
as  treasurer  of  that  corporation,  in  which  he  is 
one  of  the  valued  workers. 

Mr.  Read  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Amanda  M.  Crosby,  daughter  of 
the  late  John  H.  Crosby,  Sr.,  of  Newport.  This 
union  took  place  Dec.  25,  1864,  and  was  terminated 
by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Read  Nov.  4,  1888.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  children,  namely : Georgianna 
Shaw,  who  died  aged  seventeen ; Bessie  Murphy ; 
and  Harwood  E.,  Jr.  This  son,  who  holds  a po- 
sition in  the  United  States  Marshal’s  office  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  is  married  to  Elizabeth 
Gardner  Reynolds,  daughter  of  the  late  Gardner 
B.  Reynolds,  of  Newport.  They  have  one  son,  Har- 
wood E.  HI.  Mr.  Read’s  second  marriage  oc- 
curred Oct.  I,  1890,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss 
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Sarah  \\  eeden  Lee,  daughter  of  the  late  I^eter 
J.  Lee,  of  Newport. 

The  home  occupied  by  Mr.  Read  on  Clarke 
.street,  is  known  as  the  \’ernon  house,  and  since 
its  erection  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  has 
witnessed  many  scenes  of  historical  interest.  In 
that  day  it  was  owned  and  occupied  hy  Metcalf 
Howler,  a merchant  of  note  and  dignity  in  the 
Newport  Colony.  In  October.  1773,  he  sold  the 
house  and  lot  to  Wdlliam  \'ernon,  of  an  old  New- 
port family,  whose  name  has  ever  since  been  identi- 
fied with  the  mansion.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fleet  at  Newport  in  July,  1780,  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  quartering  of  the  French  troops 
were  made  in  advance  of  their  coming,  and  to  the 
hospitality  of  the  Vernon  house  was  assigned  the 
Comte  de  Rochambeau,  and  his  .son,  the  \dcomte. 
who  was  colonel  of  the  2d  Bourbonnais  regiment. 
As  they  were  the  highest  officers  in  the  French 
force  it  is  evident  that  the  place  was  considered  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  city.  The  rooms  and  halls 
were  wainscotted,  the  hearths  were  of  marble  and 
the  walls  frescoed.  During  the  month  of  August 
Rochambeau  entertained  at  dinner  there  a dei)uta- 
tion  of  Canadian  Indians,  and  on  March  6.  1781, 
Gen.  Washington  was  a guest  there  while  visiting 
Rochambeau  to  confer  with  him  over  the  summer 
movements,  plans  which  resulted  in  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis.  The  X’ernon  family  owned  the 
house  for  more  than  too  years,  hut  in  1871  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Read,  its  present  occujtant. 

DR.  CFIARLES  A.  BRACKETT,  of  Xewitcrt. 
R.  I.,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  dentists  of  the  New 
England  States,  and  professor  of  Dental  Pathology 
at  Harvard  University,  is  a recognized  authority 
in  matters  relating  to  the  successful  practice  of 
dentistry,  of  which  profession  he  has  made  a life 
study.  Dr.  Brackett  is  a descendant  of  one  of 
New  England’s  early  settled  families,  his  line  of 
ancestry  following  in  chronological  order. 

Tradition  says  that  Capt.  Richard  Brackett  was 
horn  in  Scotland,  and  from  the  coat  of  arms  it 
is  supposed  he  belonged  to  an  agricultural  family. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1629  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Company,  consisting  of  1500  persons, 
under  Governor  Winthrop,  in  seventeen  vessels, 
arrived  near  Boston,  nine  at  Salem,  four  at  Charles- 
town, etc.,  and  at  once  commenced  making  settle- 
ments. In  this  company,  it  is  supposed.  Capt. 
Brackett  belonged,  though  it  is  not  known  pre- 
cisely where  he  landed.  There  is  also  ignorance 
respecting  where  he  was  married,  or  to  whom, 
though  probably  that  event  occurred  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  New  England.  Capt.  Brackett  is  men- 
tioned in  numerous  places  in  connection  with  the 
early  settlement  of  Boston  and  vicinity.  In  1630 
he  signed  a covenant  with  John  Winthrop  and 
others  to  establish  the  first  church  in  Boston.  In 
1636  he  was  admitted  a member  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  of  Boston.  In 


1642  he  was  ordained  deacon  of  the  church  at 
Braintree.  In  1684,  at  his  own  request  he  was 
relieved  of  the  place  of  chief  military  commander 
in  Braintree. 

(I)  Capt.  Richard  Brackett  was  born  in  1610. 
His  wife,  whose  Christian  name  was  Alice,  died 
in  1689,  aged  seventy-six  years.  He  died  March 
5.  1690-91,  aged  eighty  years.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  John,  Peter,  James,  Josiah,  Hannah, 
Rachel  and  a daughter  (name  unknown). 

(II)  Janies  Brackett,  born  in  1645,  April 
8,  1718.  His  wife  Sarah,  whom  he  married  in 
1671,  died  (Jet.  6.  1727.  They  resided  in  Brain- 
tree (now  Quincy),  Mass.  Their  children  were: 
Mary,  Joseph,  Nathan,  Sarah,  Deborah,  Anne  and 
Abigail. 

(HI)  Nathan  Brackett,  born  Sept.  29,  1677, 
married,  March  22,  1707,  Hannah  Veasie.  He  died 
at  Quincy,  Mass.,  in  1743.  His  children  were: 
James,  Josiah,  Mary,  John,  Nathan,  Sarah  and 
Samuel. 

( IV)  James  Brackett,  born  Nov.  3,  1709,  mar- 
ried Abigail,  daughter  of  Deacon  Gregory  Belcher, 
of  Braintree,  Mass.  After  her  death  he  married 
(second),  Dec.  25.  1760,  Mrs.  Richard  Brackett, 
a widow  and  distant  relative.  He  died  in  1781,  and 
she  died  Sept.  20,  1810.  Their  children  were: 
James:  Samuel,  who  died  young;  Abigail;  Samuel 
(2);  Elizabeth;  William;  Ebenezer ; Rebecca; 
Mary;  Joseph  Glidden,  who  died  young;  and  Becky. 

(\’)  Samuel  Brackett,  born  Nov.  30,  1741, 
married  Dec.  17,  1765.  Rebecca  Hayward,  of  Brain- 
tree, Mass.  He  died  March  16,  1826,  and  she  died 
March  19,  1830.  Their  children  were:  Sarah, 
Samuel.  Betsey,  Dorothy,  John,  James,  Josiah, 
Isaac,  Rebecca.  William,  Ebenezer,  Joseph  anil 
Benjamin. 

(\T)  Josiah  Brackett,  born  Jan.  28,  1779, 
married  in  April,  1800,  Mary  Steward.  They  re- 
sided in  Peterboro,  N.  H.,  where  he  died  Jan. 
31,  1855.  Their  children  were:  Rebecca,  who 
married  Joel  Tufts;  Jane,  who  married  Nathan 
Bailey;  Mary,  who  married  Samuel  G.  Pierce;  Jo- 
siah, Jr.;  Thomas  S. ; Elizabeth  S.,  who  married 
Nathan  B.  Buss ; and  Joseph. 

(VH)  Joseph  Brackett  was  born  May  26, 
1815.  in  Peterboro,  N.  H..  and  died  in  Acworth, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  18,  1871,  aged  fifty-six  years.  As  a 
young  man  he  was  employed  as  watchman  in  a 
cotton  manufacturing  establishment  in  Waltham, 
Mass.,  but  later  he  engaged  in  farming  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  continued  at  it  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Brackett  was  a Republican  in  political  faith, 
but  being  of  a quiet,  unostentatious  nature,  he  was 
not  a man  who  could  be  induced  to  hold  public 
office. 

Mr.  Brackett  was  married  Oct.  i,  1846,  to 
Lydia  Lucretia  Hunt,  daughter  of  Eli  Hunt,  of 
Peterboro,  N.  H.  Mrs.  Brackett  was  born  March 
21,  1816,  and  died  June  ii,  1885.  To  them  were 
born  two  children : Charles  Albert,  and  Laura 
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Louisa,  born  April  i,  1854,  who  died  May  8,  1877, 
unmarried. 

(V'lII)  Dk.  Chakles  Albert  Brackett  was 
born  Jan.  2,  1850,  in  Lempster,  N.  H.,  and  received 
his  elementary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  Acworth,  N.  H.,  supple- 
mented by  several  terms  in  attendance  at  private 
schools.  By  the  time  he  left  school  the  young 
man  had  decided  upon  dentistry  as  his  life  work, 
and  on  Aug.  25,  1870,  he  entered  the  dental  office 
of  Dr.  L.  C.  Taylor  at  Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  at 
the  same  time  took  a special  course  in  chemistry 
in  the  Holyoke  high  school.  After  about  a year’s 
preliminary  study,  in  1871,  he  entered  Harvard 
Dental  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1873  with  the  degree  of  D.  M.  D.  Dr.  Brackett 
then  took  up  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
and  in  July,  of  1873,  located  at  Newport,  R.  1., 
where  he  has  since  continued,  having  acquired  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  meeting  with 
marked  success. 

Dr.  Brackett's  professional  connection  with  his 
Alma  Mater  has  been  continuous  almost  from  the 
time  of  receiving  his  degree,  for  he  had  been  gradu- 
ated but  one  year,  when  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment as  instructor  at  the  Harvard  Dental  School, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  risen  rapidly  through 
successive  promotions  to  his  ])resent  office,  that 
of  Professor  of  Dental  Pathology,  which  he  has 
held  since  i8yo,  having  been  instructor  in  Dental 
Therapeutics,  1874-1880;  assistant  professor  of  the 
same  subject,  1880-1883;  and  Professor  of  Dental 
Pathology  and  Therai)eutics,  1883-1890.  Besides 
all  the  work  of  this  position  Dr.  Brackett  is  actively 
connected  with  a multitude  of  organizations  whose 
aims  and  purposes  have  to  do  with  his  chosen 
profession,  and  his  eminent  iiosition  in  the  ranks 
of  his  fellow  practitioners  makes  him  a prominent 
figure  in  each  of  these  bodies. 

In  July,  1887,  Dr.  Brackett  first  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  Rhode  Island  Dental  Society,  which 
met  in  his  Newport  office  on  that  occasion,  the 
need  of  legislation  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  that  State,  and  he  was  made  a member 
of  the  committee  whose  efforts  led  to  the  institu- 
tion of  the  State  Board  of  Registration  in  Dentistry ; 
he  was  also  appointed  president  of  the  board,  ana 
his  work  for  nine  years  in  that  connection  brought 
him  into  relations  with  associations  of  State  Ex- 
amining Boards  and  many  other  organizations,  in 
which  he  holds  positions  of  trust  and  great  use- 
fulness. He  is  a member  of  the  Harvard  Dental 
Alumni  Association,  The  Harvard  Club  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  Rhode  Island  Dental  Society  and  the 
Northeastern  Dental  Association,  and  has  served 
as  president  of  each.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Dental  Protective  Association ; the  American 
Academy  of  Dental  Science,  of  which  he  .was 
made  an  active  F'ellow  in  1874  and  president  in 
1891-93,;  the  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
Dental  Societies;  the  New  York  Odontological  So- 


ciety ; the  New  York  Institute  of  Stomatology ; 
The  New  England  Association  of  State  Examining 
Boards ; and  the  National  Dental  Association.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Den- 
tal Congress  in  Chicago  in  1893 ; the  Seventh  In- 
ternational Medical  Congress  in  London,  in  1881  ; 
and  of  the  Ninth  Congress  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  in  1887. 

In  addition  to  this  extensive  professional  life 
Dr.  Brackett  also  has  a reputation  as  a man  of 
practical  affairs,  and  is  associated  with  various  lo- 
cal interests  of  a non-professional  nature.  He 
was  for  many  years  a member  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Coddington  Savings  Bank,  and  upon 
the  absorption  of  same  in  1905  by  the  Newport 
Trust  Company,  he  was  made  a director  of  the 
latter  financial  institution.  In  October,  1904,  he 
was  also  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Aquidneck  National  Bank,  while  for  several 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Newport  Street  Railway  Company.  When 
that  company  was  merged  into  the  Newport  and 
Fall  River  Street  Railway  Company,  Dr.  Brackett 
was  elected  a director  of  the  latter  company,  and 
has  remained  as  such  ever  since.  He  also  holds 
official  positions  in  various  other  corporations.  He 
is  also  a trustee  of  the  People’s  Free  Library,  of 
Newport,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  takes  an 
active  interest.  Dr.  Brackett  is  an  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  i)arty,  and  a firm  be- 
liever in  good  government,  and,  although  he  has 
never  sought  public  office  of  any  kind,  he  was, 
in  1906,  at  the  first  election  held  under  the  new 
charter  granted  the  City  of  Newport,  elected  a 
member  of  the  Rej^resentative  Council  from  the 
Third  ward  for  the  three-year  term.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  Executive  committee  of  the  Citizens’ 
Municipal  Association,  an  organization  made  in 
1905  for  the  betterment  of  civic  affairs  in  Newport, 
and  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee  which 
drafted  Newport’s  distinctively  new  city  charter  in 
1906. 

On  h'eb.  3,  1886,  Dr.  Brackett  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  Irish  Spencer,  daughter  of 
Charles  Alpheus  and  Lydia  (King)  Spencer,  of 
Newport.  He  and  his  wife  attend  Channing 
Memorial  Church,  the  Doctor  having  been  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  for  a number  of  years. 
Dr.  Brackett  has  uniformly  held  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  so 
long  lived.  He  is  a man  of  unusual  powers,  highly 
used,  a gentleman  of  cultured  manners,  refined 
tastes  and  sound  understanding.  One  of  his  promi- 
nent characteristics  is  his  fondness  for  his  home 
and  its  surroundings.  Although  possessed  of  a 
quiet,  unostentatious  manner,  he  has  an  affable, 
genial  nature,  and  is  very  democratic  in  his  ideas. 

BARKER.  The  Rhode  Island  Barkers  are  one 
of  the  most  ancient  families  of  the  Commonwealth, 
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and,  as  well,  among  the  first  of  their  communities. 
In  Newport  county,  where  the  family  has  been  con- 
tinuous for  260  and  more  years,  and  are  yet  largely 
represented,  they  have  been  especially  conspicuous 
in  public  affairs  and  prominently  identified  with  the 
interests  of  their  towns  and  State.  The  Barker 
pedigree  is  traced  for  generations  back  in  England 
prior  to  the  emigrant  ancestor  to  this  country,  and 
was  there  connected  through  marriage  to  the  first 
Protestant  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  This  article 
is  to  treat  particularly  of  the  ancestry  and  families 
of  Francis  S.  and  Stephen  P.  Barker,  two  of  New- 
port’s prominent  and  successful  business  men,  as 
well  as  two  of  that  city’s  highly  honored  and  re- 
spected citizens.  In  the  following  genealogy,  ttic 
order  is  chronological. 

(I)  John  Barker  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Hill,  brother  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  the 
first  Protestant  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  1549. 

(II)  Edward  Barker,  son  of  John. 

(III)  Rowland  Barker,  son  of  Edward,  was 
of  Wollerton  in  the  County  of  Salop,  and  to  him  a 
coat  of  arms  was  granted. 

(IV)  James  Barker,  son  of  Rowland,  left 
Southampton  in  the  spring  of  1634  on  the  ship 
“Mary  and  John,”  of  London,  for  New  England, 
but  died  on  the  passage.  In  the  family  manuscript 
he  is  called  of  Harwich,  County  Essex,  England. 
He  had  two  children,  Christianna  and  James. 

(V)  James  Barker  (2),  son  of  James,  was  born 
about  1617.  About  1644.  he  married  Barbara, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Erances  Dungan.  Until 
he  became  of  age,  which  was  about  1638,  he  was  in 
the  care  of  his  sister,  who  had  married  (first) 
Thomas  Beecher,  and  (second)  Nicholas  Easton. 
Mr.  Barker  came  to  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1638  or 
1639,  and  in  1644  was  an  officer  of  Newport.  In 
1648  he  was  a member  of  the  General  Court  of 
Elections  from  Newport,  and  in  1655  was  made  a 
freeman.  He  was  a member  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
missioners in  1655-61-63 ; deputy  in  1669-76-77 ; 
assistant  in  1678 ; deputy-governor  in  1678  and 
1679,  after  the  death  of  Governor  Coddington ; 
deputy  in  1681-83-84-85-86,  and  he,  or  his  son, 
James,  in  1690  and  1696.  He  died  at  Newport,  R. 
I.,  in  1702.  Mr.  Barker  had  the  following  children  ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Nicholas  Easton,  son  of 
Peter  and  grandson  of  Nicholas ; James,  born  in 
1648;  Mary,  who  married  (first)  Elisha  Smith,  and 
(second)  Israel  Arnold,  of  Warwick;  Sarah; 
Joseph;  Peter;  Christianna,  who  married  William 
Phillips ; and  William,  born  in  1662. 

(VI)  James  Barker  (3),  son  of  James  (2), 
was  bom  in  1648,  and  married  in  1673,  Sarah,  born 
in  1656,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Gould) 
Jafteray,  and  was  of  Newport,  R.  I.  He  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  there  in  1675  ; was  a deputy  in 
1678-90-91-96-1703-05-06-07-08-09-16;  and  was  as- 
sistant deputy  in  1695-96-98-99.  His  children  were : 
James;  William,  who  died  unmarried;  Nicholas; 
Mary,  who  married  Joshua  Winsor;  Abigail,  who 


married  John  Work,  of  Long  Island ; Priscilla,  who 
married  Robert  Lawton ; Jane,  who  married  Thomas 
Lawton;  and  Jeremiah,  born  Jan.  16,  1699. 

(VII)  James  Barker  (4),  son  of  James  (3), 
was  born  Dec.  4,  1675,  and  married  in  1699,  Mary 
Cook,  and  was  of  Newport  and  Middletown,  R.  I. 
Mr.  Barker  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1704,  and  in 
1709-17-25-26  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  was  fifty  years  a member  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  Mr.  Barker  died 
March  26,  1758,  and  his  wife,  Mary,  Feb.  24,  1758. 
•Their  children  were;  James,  born  Dec.  30,  1700; 
Phebe,  born  Feb.  17,  1703;  Mary,  born  in  1705; 
Mary  (2),  born  May  9,  1706,  married  (first)  Wil- 
liam Greene  and  (second)  Job  Mason;  Priscilla, 
born  July  26,  1708,  married  Aug.  29,  1728,  John 
Clarke;  John,  born  Dec.  18,  1710;  Robert,  born 
June  2,  1712;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  30,  1714;  Peleg, 
born  July  ii,  1716;  Phebe,  born  Nov.  14,  1717, 
married  Jan.  23,  1736,  William  Peckham ; and  Deb- 
orah, born  Jan.  17,  1720,  married  Sept.  14,  1738, 
Hezekiah  Hoar. 

(VIII)  James  Barker  (5),  son  of  James  (4), 
was  born  Dec.  30,  1700.  He  married  (first)  Jan. 
21,  1724,  Mary  Peckham,  born  Sept.  7,  1704,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  (Tew)  Peckham,  and 
was  of  Newport  and  Middletown,  R.  I.  His  wife 
died  June  12,  1728,  and  he  married  (second)  Mar- 
garet Weeden,  bom  in  1701,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Mary  (Clarke)  Weeden,  who  died  May  8, 
1785.  ]Mr.  Barker  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Mid- 
dletown in  1722.  He  was  a member  of  the  town 
council  of  Middletown  in  1743-44-45-46-58-59-65- 
66.  He  died  March  27,  1772.  One  child,  James, 
born  Dec.  12,  1725,  came  to  the  first  marriage; 
and  to  the  second,  John,  born  Aug.  30,  1732. 

(IX)  James  Barker  (6),  son  of  James  (5), 
born  Dec.  12,  1725,  married  Jan.  5,  1749,  Ann, 
born  Aug.  13,  1731,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane 
(Sisson)  Peckham.  Mr.  Barker  was  a farmer  and 
tailor  of  IMiddletown,  R.  L,  and  Lanesboro,  Mass. 
He  received  his  religious  instruction  largely  from 
his  grandmother,  Mary  Peckham,  daughter  of 
Deputy  Governor  Henry  Tew.  He  was  admitted 
a member  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  Newport, 
R.  I.,  Sept.  16,  1745,  his  wife  Ann  uniting  with 
that  church  Dec.  23,  1752.  In  1753  he  became  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Train  Band  of  Middletown,  and 
served  five  years  under  Captain  Bliss.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council  in  1755-56-57-60-61. 
He  was  deputy  in  1758-59-61-62-63-64,  and  was 
assistant  in  1768-69-72-73.  He  was  chosen  a dea- 
con in  Rev.  Gardner  Thurston’s  Church  in  1769. 
He  went  to  the  Northwestern  part  of  Massachu- 
setts in  1773,  where  he  purchased  land,  and  in  1774, 
sold  his  farm  in  Middletown  and  removed  to  his 
land  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.  There  he  continued  to 
receive  important  offices  of  trust,  was  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  first  register  of  deeds  for 
that  district  and  the  first  town  clerk  of  Cheshire. 
He  died  Jan.  17,  1796,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
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March  17,  1797.  Their  children  were:  James, 
born  Nov.  i,  1749;  Isaac,  May  21,  1752;  Silas,  Jan. 
5,  1756;  Ezra,  Nov.  4,  1759;  Paul,  Aug.  20,  1762; 
Henry,  Jan.  31,  1766;  Peckham,  Dec.  28,  1767;  and 
Amy  C. 

(X)  Isaac  Barker,  son  of  James  (6),  was 

born  May  21,  1752,  and  married  (first)  Feb. 
12,  1775,  Sarah  Peckham,  born  Aug.  9,  1756, 

daughter  of  Stephen  and  Naomi  (Weeden)  Peck- 
ham. She  died  Oct.  29,  1832,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond) in  1833,  Welthian,  born  March  14,  1785, 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Sarah  Tripp.  Mr.  Barker 
was  a carpenter  and  farmer,  and  resided  in  Middle- 
town,  R.  1.  He  built  a house  for  his  father  in 
Lanesboro,  iMass.,  in  1775.  For  more  than  a year, 
beginning  in  August,  1778,  he  performed  valuable 
and  dangerous  service  for  the  Continental  army. 
When  the  British  took  possession  of  the  Island  of 
Rhode  Island  in  1776,  a regiment  of  Hessians  was 
quartered  on  his  farm  in  Middletown,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  his  family.  Isaac  Barker  deceived 
the  colonel  of  this  regiment,  pretending  to  be  a 
strong  Tory,  and  arranged  secret  signals  with 
Lieutenant  Chapin,  of  Colonel  Sherbourne’s  regi- 
ment, of  the  Continental  army,  in  Little  Compton, 
to  disclose  British  plans,  and  his  services  to  the 
cause  of  independence  were  acknowledged  by  Gen- 
eral Gates  to  have  been  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Barker  was  deputy  in  1794-95-1805-06-09- 
14-15.  He  was  a member  of  the  town  council  in 
1803-04-05-06-07-08-1 1-14-15-16.  Mr.  Barker  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  silk  worms. 
He  died  Sept.  7,  1834,  and  is  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery in  Middletown,  R.  I.  His  widow  Welthian 
died  Feb.  7,  1867.  His  children  were:  Anna, 
born  Oct.  28,  1776;  Stephen,  Oct.  26,  1779;  Job, 
July  19,  1781  (died  Nov.  2,  1795)  ; Dorcas,  Dec. 
14,  1782  (married  April  ii,  1805,  John  Barker, 
born  Dec.  19,  1777)  ; James,  Dec.  28,  1784  (died 
Jan.  5,  1788);  Cyrus,  Aug.  25,  1786;  Ira,  Aug. 
I,  1788  (died  unmarried  Oct.  8,  1840)  ; Sarah  A., 
April  6,  1790  (died  May  9,  1791)  ; James,  April 
20,  1792;  and  Hiram,  March  7,  1794. 

(XI)  Stephen  Barker,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Oct. 
26,  1779,  married  Dec.  24,  1807,  Martha,  born 
Jan.  9,  1788,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Rebecca 
(Hoswell)  Peckham.  He  died  July  7,  1842,  and 
she  passed  away  April  18,  1869.  Their  children 
were:  Almira,  born  Aug.  29,  1808;  Sarah  A., 
July  25,  1811;  Isaac,  July  19,  1813;  Stephen  P., 
July  19,  1815;  Martha  A.,  Sept.  13,  1817;  Maria 
N.,  May  13,  1820;  and  Francis  S.,  June  5,  1824. 
Stephen  Barker  was  extensively  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  all  of  his  life,  and  lived  in  Middle- 
town  with  the  exception  of  about  nine  years  dur- 
ing which  time  he  resided  in  Dartmouth,  Mass., 
finally  returning  to  Middletown,  where  he  again 
took  up  farming.  He  was  a stanch  old-line  Whig, 
and  served  his  native  town  as  a member  of  the 
town  council  and  as  tax  collector  for  several  years. 
He  was  a very  industrious,  energetic  man,  but  pos- 


sessed a quiet,  reserved  disposition.  He  was  an 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  of  Portsmouth,  to  which  he  gave  liberally 
of  his  means. 

(XH)  Stephen  Peckham  Barker,  son  of 
Stephen,  was  born  July  19,  1815,  in  Middletown, 
R.  I.  After  attending  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town  he  became  engaged  in  farming,  an 
occupation  he  continued  to  follow  until  his  death, 
Feb.  28,  1898,  in  Middletown.  He  was  a stanch 
Republican,  but,  being  of  a quiet,  unostentatious 
disposition,  was  never  one  to  care  for  public  pre- 
ferment. He  was  a highly  respected  and  honored 
•citizen,  and  was  recognized  everywhere  as  a man 
whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  possessed 
a rugged,  healthy  constitution,  never  knew  what 
it  was  to  be  sick,  and  was  never  in  need  of  a 
physician.  He  was  an  active  and  devout  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  was  domestic  in  his  habits, 
and  ever  a devoted  husband  and  father.  He  and 
his  wife  spent  a happy  wedded  life  of  fifty-nine 
years  together,  she  passing  away  in  1896,  aged 
seventy-nine  years,  in  the  “Hessian  House,”  men- 
tioned before  in  this  sketch. 

In  1837  Hr.  Barker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Betsey  Gardner  Barker,  daughter  of  Col. 
Peter  Barker,  of  Middletown,  and  to  this  union  the 
following  children  were  born : Irving  M.,  who 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  Middletown,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  married  Alvira 
Ball,  of  Block  Island,  and  she  resides  in  Middle- 
town  ; Adelia,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
unmarried ; Lyman  H.,  born  April  5,  1842,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Middletown,  where  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  Ward,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Adelia  M.,  Louisa  B.,  and  Amy  M. ; Francis  S. ; 
Peter  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years ; Stephen  P. ; 
Alden  P.,  born  March  23,  1854,  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Middletown,  where  he  married  Emily 
Barker  Smith,  and  they  have  had  two  children, 
Stephen  Plummer  and  Stephen  Peckham,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  died  in  infancy ; and  Ashton  C., 
born  March  23,  1854,  twin  of  Alden  P.,  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Middletown,  where  he  married  Abby 
Ann  Anthony,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
five  children,  Archibald  L.,  Cora  B.,  who  died 
aged  twelve  years,  Ethel  M.,  Ruth  M.  and  El- 
sie P. 

(XIII)  Francis  Stowe  Barker,  son  of  the 
late  Stephen  P.,  born  Oct.  15,  1843,  Middletown, 
began  his  early  educational  training  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  city,  which  he  supple- 
mented by  a course  at  Dartmouth  (Mass.) 
Academy,  then  taught  by  Professor  Hurd.  When 
between  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age,  young 
Barker  made  a whaling  voyage  on  the  bark  “Cle- 
one,”  which  sailed  from  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
under  Captain  William  Allen,  being  gone  about 
eighteen  months.  During  this  voyage  he  also 
sailed  under  Capt.  William  Maxfield,  of  Dartmouth, 
and  Capt.  Francis  Flanders,  plying  the  waters 
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around  Cape  Horn,  and  visiting  the  ports  of  St. 
Helena,  the  Western  Islands  and  Africa.  Upon 
returning  home  Mr.  Barker  engaged  in  fanning  in 
Middletown,  being  employed  by  his  uncle,  Paul  IM. 
Barker,  with  whom  he  remained  about  one  year, 
when,  being  of  an  ambitions  nature,  he  saw  that 
farming  did  not  present  the  opportunities  that  did 
other  fields  of  labor,  and  he  consequently  removed  to 
Newport,  accepting  a position  as  outside  foreman 
of  the  Newport  Gas  Light  Company.  In  this 
capacity  he  continued  successfully  for  a period  of 
sixteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Stephen  P..  engaged 
in  the  gas  and  steam  fitting  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Barker  Brothers,  and  in  this  line  they 
successfully  continued  for  sixteen  years,  being  lo- 
cated on  Thames  street.  The  last  two  years  of 
this  partnership  Charles  E.  Peckham  was  admitted 
a member  of  the  firm,  and  the  last  year  John  Nel- 
son became  a partner  in  the  business,  the  firm  con- 
tinuing as  Barker  Bros.  & Co.,  the  style  it  still 
bears,  although  the  Barker  brothers  withdrew  in 
i8y6.  Since  retiring  from  active  business,  Mr. 
Barker  has  found  his  time  well  occupied  in  look- 
ing after  his  varied  interests,  which  include  the 
duties  of  designer  and  engineer  of  heating  appara- 
tus and  a[)pliances. 

Socially  Mr.  Barker  was  a member  of  the 
Business  Men's  Association  during  that  organiza- 
tion’s existence,  and  is  now  connected  with  Coronet 
Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum  of  Newport.  In 
political  faith  he  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the 
l)riucii)les  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  common  council  of  Newport 
for  some  years,  and  in  1906,  at  the  first  election 
held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  City  of 
Newport,  Mr.  Barker  was  elected  a member  of  the 
representative  council  from  the  Second  ward  for 
the  two-year  term.  For  a number  of  years,  and 
up  to  the  time  of  the  li(juidation  of  its  affairs,  Mr. 
Barker  served  as  a director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Newport,  since  which  time  he  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  hoard  of  managers  of  the 
Newport  Branch  gf  the  Industrial  Trust  Company. 
For  a long  period  of  years  he  has  also  served  as  one 
of  the  assignees  of  the  John  Clarke  funds,  which 
are  used  for  charitable  purposes.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  and  for 
several  years  served  as  a director  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Newport.  Mr. 
Barker  is  a'  consistent  and  devoted  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport — the  oldest  Bap- 
tist Church  in  America — and  he  has  served  as  a 
deacon  thereof  for  fifteen  years. 

On  Nov.  23,  1870,  Air.  Barker  married  Aliss 
Ruth  Alaria  Underwood,  daughter  of  the  late  Peter 
B.  and  Ruth  (Peckham)  Underwood,  of  Middle- 
town,  who  is  also  a descendant  of  one  of  New- 
port’s oldest  settled  families,  being  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Henry  Underwood,  who  was  of 
Newport  in  1655.  No  children  have  been  born  to 


this  union.  Mr.  Barker  is  one  of  Newport’s  sub- 
stantial and  progressive  citizens  and  is  ever  inter- 
ested in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
that  city.  Courteous  and  affable,  he  is  a man  who 
has  hosts  of  friends,  and  as  a worthy  citizen  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all. 

(XHI)  Stephen  Peckii.vm  B.vrker,  son  of 
the  late  Stephen  P.,  born  March  ii,  1848,  in  Mid- 
dletown, received  his  educational  advantages  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  leav- 
ing which,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  worked 
at  farming,  continuing  at  home  until  his  twentieth 
year,  when  he  went  to  Newport  and  there  became 
employed  as  a gas  fitter  with  the  Newport  Gas 
Light  Company.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  for 
about  eleven  years,  and  then  with  his  brother,  Fran- 
cis S.,  engaged  in  the  gas  and  steam  fitting  business, 
opening  a shop  on  Thames  street  under  the  style 
of  Barker  Brothers,  meeting  with  marked  success. 
After  sixteen  years  spent  in  this  business,  the 
Barker  Brothers  retired,  although  the  style  of  the 
firm  remains  unchanged,  and  the  active  manage- 
ment was  taken  up  by  Charles  E.  Peckham  and 
John  Nelson.  Since  his  retirement  Mr.  Barker 
has  been  engaged  extensively  in  looking  after  his 
real  estate  and  other  varied  interests. 

In  earlier  life  Mr.  Barker  was  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  (3.  F.,  but  has  since  withdrawn  membership 
from  that  body.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Newport  Artillery  Company  for  several  years.  Al- 
though not  a member  Mr.  Barker  attends  Chan- 
ning  Memorial  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he 
has  never  sought  public  office. 

Air.  Barker  was  married  Oct.  ii,  1878,  to  Aliss 
Alary  W’.  Sherman,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
B.  and  Catherine  (Greene)  Sherman,  of  New- 
port, and  one  daughter  was  born  to  this  union, 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Gilbert  T.  Dunham,  book- 
keeper of  the  United  National  Bank  of  Provi- 
dence ; they  have  two  children,  Elizabeth  B.  and 
Ste])hen  B.  Air.  Barker  is  an  honored  and  esteemed 
citizen  of  his  community.  He  possesses  a quiet,  un- 
ostentatious and  domestic  nature,  and  has  well  sus- 
tained the  good  qualities  of  a time  honored  and 
highly  respected  family. 

THOAIAS  PICKERING  PECKHAAI,  who 
for  thirty-five  and  more  years  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  financial  institutions  at  New- 
port and  a valuable  citizen  of  that  community, 
comes  from  one  of  the  early  Colonial  families  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  from  one  which  has  given  to  the 
State  and  country  some  able  men,  among  them 
Hon.  Rufus  W.  Peckham,  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  a former  representative 
from  his  district  in  the  Ui  ted  States  Congress  and 
justice  of  the  Supreme  court  of  New  York;  and 
Hon.  William  Peckham,  chief  justice  of  Washing- 
ton county,  R.  I.,  1835-41,  sheriff,  State  bank  com- 
missioner, legislator,  etc.  Thomas  Pickering  Peck- 
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ham  is  a son  of  the  late  William  Pinneger  and 
Sarah  (White)  Peckham,  of  Newport,  and  a de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Peck- 
ham,  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Commonwealth, 
from  whom  his  lineage  L through  John  (2),  Isaac, 
Benjamin,  Richard,  Clement  and  William  Pinneger. 
These  generations  in  detail  and  in  order  named 
follow. 

(I)  John  Peckham  \vas  admitted  an  inhabitant 
of  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1638,  and  made  freeman  in 
1641.  He  was  one  of  ten  members  in  full  com- 
munion of  the  Baptist  Church  in  1648.  His  wife, 
Mary  Clarke,  was  probably  a sister  of  Rev.  John 
Clarke,  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  Boston,  Aiass., 
and  Newport,  R.  I.  Mr.  Clarke  was  intimately 
associated  with  Roger  Williams.  He  was  pastor 
of  the  First  Church  in  1644,  and  subsequently  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  He  was 
imprisoned  for  his  religious  opinions  and  Baptist 
tenets  in  1651.  He  was  a deputy  1664-1671,  and 
deputy  governor  1669-1672. 

John  Peckham  resided  in  that  part  of  Newport 
which  afterward  became  Middletown.  He  died 
after  1681.  His  wife  Mary  died  before  1648.  His 
children  were:  John,  Wdlliam,  Stephen,  Thomas, 
Clement,  James,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Deborah,  Phebe, 
Elizabeth  and  Susannah. 

(H)  John  Peckham  (2),  born  about  1645, 
married  Sarah.  He  was  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  was 
made  a freeman  in  1668.  He  was  one  of  forty- 
eight,  who,  in  1677,  ^were  granted  a plantation  of 
5,000  acres  of  land  to  be  called  East  Greenwich. 
He  died  before  1712.  His  children  were:  Eliza- 
beth, born  Sept.  17,  1668;  John,  born  June  9,  1673; 
Mary,  born  Sept.  30,  1674;  Reuben,  born  Feb.  3, 
1676;  Peleg,  born  Dec.  ii,  1677;  Joseph,  born 
March  8,  1679;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  5,  1680;  Timothy, 
born  Aug.  5,  i6>8i  ; Benjamin,  born  June  9,  1684; 
Isaac,  born  April  ii,  1688;  and  Sarah,  born  June 
26,  1690. 

(HI)  Isaac  Peckham,  born  April  ii,  1688, 
married  Nov.  8,  1711,  Barbara  Phillips,  born  March 
15,  168/,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Phillips, 
and  the  children  born  of  this  marriage  were : John, 
born  May  i,  1712;  Isaac,  born  Oct.  20,  1713;  Sarah, 
born  Oct.  6,  1715;  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  19,  1717; 
Ruth,  born  July  22,  1719;  Clement,  born  May  20, 
1721;  Stephen,  born  March  6,  1722-23;  Philip  (or 
Phillips),  born  July  ll,  1725. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Peckham,  born  Oct.  19,  1717, 
married  Virtue  Shepard,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Sherman)  Shepard,  and  lived  in  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.  Their  children  were : Martha,  born 
Jan.  19,  1746;  Richard,  born  x\ug.  22,  1747;  Ruth, 
born  Oct.  14,  1749;  Mary,  born  June  10,  1751; 
Benjamin,  born  Feb.  12,  1753;  Isaac,  born  March 
29,  1755;  Daniel,  born  Feb.  20,  1758;  Virtue,  born 
Feb.  7,  1761 ; Barbara,  born  Feb.  7,  1761  ; and 
Rhoda,  born  Feb.  7,  1761,  who  died  the  same 
day. 

(V)  Richard  Peckham,  bom  Aug.  22,  1747, 
40 


married  Elizabeth  Clark,  and  their  children  were 
born  as  follows:  Isaac,  March  20,  1773;  Richard, 
Oct.  29,  1774;  Arnold,  April  27,  1776;  Daniel, 
Aug.  20,  1778;  Benjamin,  April  18,  1780;  Martha, 
May  5,  1782;  iMary  T.,  Dec.  3,  1784;  Clement, 
April  28,  1786;  Henry,  Aug.  27,  1788;  and  Richard, 
July  3,  1791. 

(\T)  Clement  Peckham,  born  in  Middletown, 
R.  I.,  April  28,  1786,  married  March  18,  1810, 
iMary  Pinneger.  They  were  of  Newport,  and  in 
his  early  life  Mr.  Peckham  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  died  in  Newport  Nov.  22, 
1864.  His  children  were"  Rebecca  Ann,  born 
iMarch  19,  1811;  David  Pinneger,  born  June  28, 
1813;  William  Pinneger,  born  Sept.  13,  1815;  and 
Benjamin  Hall,  born  Feb.  18,  1818. 

(VH)  William  Pinneger  Peckham,  born  Sept. 
13,  1815,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  Lucy 
M.  Chase,  of  Fall  River,  iMass.,  and  of  their  two 
children  Wdlliam  G.  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  The 
other,  John  P.,  who  for  several  years  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Newport  Artillery  Company,  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  Company  F,  ist  Rhode  Island  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run ; he  was  unmarried.  Mr.  Peckham’s  second 
marriage  was  to  Sarah  White,  born  Jan.  23,  1820, 
in' Newport,  daughter  of  Nicholas  White;  she  died 
Ai)ril  28,  1890,  in  Newport.  The  three  children 
of  the  second  marriage  were : Thomas  P.,  Lucy 
M.  and  Ella  L.,  the  two  last  named  being  unmar- 
ried and  residing  in  Newport.  William  P.  Peck- 
ham, the  father,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  for 
years  followed  that  occupation,  engaging  in  con- 
tracting and  building.  He  met  with  success  in 
his  business  affairs,  and  amassed  a comfortable 
competence.  Although  quiet  and  unassuming  in 
his  manners  he  was  a man  of  many  friends,  who 
found  him  a kindly,  genial  companion.  In  his 
political  faith  he  was  a Republican,  and  as  such 
served  as  a member  of  the  city  council.  He  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  iMarlborough  Street 
iMethodisi  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  gave 
liberal  support.  His  death  occurred  in  Newport, 
Dec.  II,  1898. 

(VHI)  Thomas  P.  Peckham,  son  of  William 
P.,  born  Nov.  22,  1846,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  married 
Nov.  20,  1872,  Martha  LTiderwood,  daughter  of 
Weeden  T.  Underwood,  of  Newport.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Bertha,  at  home;  Etta  M., 
at  home ; and  Audley  Clarke,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  The  latter  had  been  educated 
in  the  city  schools,  and  then  learned  banking  under 
his  father,  afterward  accepting  a position  in  the 
National  City  Bank  of  New  York,  where  he  had 
been  for  three  years  when  stricken  with  his  last 
illness. 

Thomas  P.  Peckham  was  educated  mainly  in 
private  schools  in  his  native  city.  In  boyhood  he 
entered  the  Traders’  Bank  of  Newport  as  an  as- 
sistant, and  was  soon  advanced  to  a clerkship,  soon 
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after  which  this  financial  institution  became  the 
First  National  Bank,  with  which  Mr.  Peckham 
continued  in  the  same  capacity.  He  withdrew  from 
the  institution  for  a time,  and  in  1866  was  a student 
in  the  Eastman  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  Returning  to  Newport  he  became  a clerk 
in  the  stationery  store  of  the  late  Charles  E.  Ham- 
mett, Jr.,  in  wdiose  employ  he  remained  about  one 
year.  In  1867  he  entered  the  National  Bank  of 
Rhode  Island,  as  a clerk,  and  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority was  advanced  to  the  position  of  cashier 
of  the  bank,  a position  he  most  satisfactorily  and 
efficiently  filled  until  in  April,  1900,  when  this  bank 
became  a branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company 
of  Providence,  at  which  time  Mr.  Peckham  was 
made  manager  of  the  same,  which  relation  he  has 
since  sustained.  In  February,  1902,  Mr.  Peckham 
became  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the 
Newport  Trust  Company,  and  was  made  a director 
and  treasurer,  a position  he  still  retains.  He  has 
long  been  one  of  the  substantial  and  useful  citizens 
of  Newport,  actively  identified  with  its  social  and 
business  life.  A man  in  whom  his  fellow-citizens 
have  confidence,  he  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  trustee  and  administrator  of  estates.  He 
is  a trustee  of  the  Long  Wharf  Fund,  and  has  been 
for  many  years  treasurer  of  the  Redwood  Library ; 
he  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Newport  Co-operative 
Association  for  Saving  and  Building,  an  office  he 
has  filled  for  several  years,  and  has  been  president 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Newport,  in  which  organiza- 
tion he  takes  a very  active  part.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  and  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Genealogical  Society. 

As  a Republican  Mr.  Peckham  is  active  in  local 
politics  and  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  New- 
port. In  1873  he  was  first  elected  a member  of 
the  school  board  and  has  served  as  such  at  various 
times  since.  He  was  a member  of  the  Newport 
common  council  in  1881,  1883  and  1884.  In  1886 
he  was  one  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  performing 
efficient  service  in  that  year  and  in  1887  and  1888, 
serving  in  the  latter  year  as  chairman*  of  the 
Finance  committee.  In  1906,  at  the  first  election 
held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  City  of 
Newport,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  repre- 
sentative council  from  the  Second  ward  for  the 
th  ree-year  temi. 

For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Peckham  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Newport,  in  which  he  served  as  treasurer  and 
steward.  He  later  became  a member  of  Emmanuel 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a vestryman.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  a number  of  fraternal 
organizations,  having  held  official  relations  in  sev- 
eral. He  is  an  active  and  influential  Mason,  served 
as  treasurer  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  for  several 
years,  and  from  its  organization  was  secretary  of 
St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  relinquishing  such  office 
to  become  master;  he  is  a member  of  the  Grand 
(Masonic)  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  He  has  also 


served  as  regent  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal 
Arcanum,  of  which  he  was  the  first  treasurer,  and 
for  one  year  was  grand  regent  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. 

Mr.  Peckham  is  a direct  descendant  of  William 
White,  Francis  Cooke  and  Richard  Warren,  who 
came  to  America  in  the  “Mayflower,”  and  is  also 
a direct  descendant  of  John  Coggeshall,  first  gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island.  . He  is  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  being  eligible 
for  membership  through  several  different  lines  of 
ancestry. 

HON.  JEREMIAH  W.  HORTON  is  not  only 
one  of  Newport’s  most  prominent  and  influentiql 
citizens,  in  which  city  his  name  is  a symbol  of  up- 
rightness, integrity  and  honor,  but  is  as  well  one 
of  the  best  known  and  respected  citizens  of  Rhode 
Island,  he  having  many  stanch  friends  and  admirers 
in  every  part  of  the  State  in  which  his  sterling  qual- 
ities are  known.  As  a business  man  Mr.  Horton’s 
name  stands  for  all  that  is  straightforward,  upright 
and  honorable.  He  is  the  worthy  representative  of 
a time-honored  family,  which  had  its  origin  in  Eng- 
land, the  progenitor  of  whicli  migrated  to  America 
in  1640,  and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Re- 
hobo th,  Mass.,  the  birthplace  of  our  subject. 

Published  lineage  of  members  of  the  Massachus- 
etts family  of  Horton  sets  forth  that  John  Horton, 
with  two  brothers,  came  to  America  from  England 
as  early- as  1640.  John  settled  at  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
where  he  married  Mehitable  Gamzey,  and  they  had 
eight  children.  The  descendants  of  John  Horton 
arc  and  have  been  very  numerous  in  Rehoboth  and 
surrounding  towns. 

The  lineage  of  Jeremiah  W.  and  Henry  T.  Hor- 
ton is  through  Solomon  Horton,  of  Rehoboth,  as- 
sumed to  be  a descendant  of  John  of  Rehoboth. 
By  his  wife,  Mary,  Solomon  Horton  had  children : 
Charles,  born  March  18,  1739;  Constant,  Oct.  29, 
1740;  Solomon,  Jan.  (or  June)  15,  1742;  Mary, 
Aug.  10,  1745  ; Abiel,  Oct.  14,  1747;  Daniel,  Jan.  13, 
1749;  and  Aaron,  March  21,  1752. 

Solomon  Horton,  son  of  Solomon  and  Alary,  born 
June  (or  Jan.)  15,  1742-43,  married  in  November, 
1768,  Hannah  Talbot,  of  Reholx)th.  Solomon  Hor- 
ton was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  serving  as  a ser- 
geant in  Capt.  Elijah  Walkers’  company.  Col.  Pope’s 
Bristol  county  regiment,  and  served  twelve  days  at 
Rhode  Island,  on  the  alarm  of  Dec.  8,  1776,  return- 
ing to  Taunton,  Dec.  17,  1776. 

Solomon  Horton,  Jr.,  son  of  Solomon  and  Han- 
nah, was  a resident  of  Dighton,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a cooper  and  manufacturer  of  pails.  In 
addition  to  his  coopering  business  he  followed  farm- 
ing, having  his  land  and  residence  in  the  “Brick 
Neighborhood”  in  Dighton,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. He  was  married  Alay  24,  1802,  to  Rebecca 
Wheeler,  born  Feb.  28,  1781,  who  survived  him  and 
died  in  Dighton.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Elizabeth  Troup  Wheeler,  and  a granddaughter 
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; of  Jeremiah  Wheeler,  a great-granddaughter  of 
( James  A.,  Jr.,  and  a great-great-granddaughter  of 
[ James  A.  Wheeler,  who  was  born  March  27,  1697. 

[ Jeremiah  Wheeler,  father  of  Mrs.  Solomon  Horton, 
i located  on  the  farm  now'  owned  and  occupied  by 

|.  Henry  T.  Horton  in  Rehoboth,  where  he  spent  the 

I rest  of  his  life.  The  children  of  Solomon  and  Re- 
. becca  Horton  were : Loretta,  born  Aug.  4,  1803, 
died  in  Dighton,  unmarried;  Tamerlane  W.,  born 
Sept.  17,  1805  i Rebecca,  born  Feb.  14,  1808,  was 
tw'ice  married,  first  to  Philip  Nichols,  second  to 
Valentine  Martin,  and  died  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  at 
an  advanced  age,  leaving  two  children  by  her  first 
marriage,  Dexter  Nichols  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Cum- 
mings; Leonard,  born  June  13,  1811,  married  Mary 
I Reed,  of  Taunton,  and  resided  in  Dighton,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a farmer,  and  where  he  died, 
leaving  three  children — Mary  (now  Mrs.  Franklin 
Briggs),  Mrs.  Rosalthe  F.  Bliss,  and  Josiah  L.  (the 
latter  deceased)  ; Elizabeth  Stinson,  born  Sept.  27, 
1814,  married  (first)  Sylvanus  Bliss,  and  (second) 
Richard  Bullock,  Jr.,  and  had  three  children  by  her 
first  marriage — x-\lice  (widow  of  Steven  Dexter 
I Lee,  of  East  Providence),  Sylvanus  A.,  of  Baker 
street.  Providence,  and  Lucetta  (the  latter  now  de- 
ceased). 

Tamerlane  W.  Horton  was  born  Sept.  17,  1805, 
in  Dighton,  w'here  his  boyhood  and  early  manhood 
until  his  marriage  w^ere  passed,  with  the  exception 
. of  about  eight  wdnter  seasons  spent  in  North  Car- 
olina, where  for  a part  of  the  time  he  was  foreman 
of  a gang  of  men  engaged  in  getting  out  cedar 
shingles  for  parties  who  w'ere  residents  of  Dighton 
and  Rehoboth.  He  also  assisted  his  father  in  the 
shop  in  the  coopering  works.  After  his  marriage  he 
settled  on  the  farm  (Wheeler),  in  Rehoboth,  and 
here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  engaged  quite  suc- 
cessfully in  farming. 

Tamerlane  W.  Horton  was  a very  hard-working 
man,  of  almost  unbounded  energy,  a man  of  the 
highest  integrity,  and  very  highly  esteemed.  Being 
of  very  sound  judgment,  his  advice  was  sought  in 
business  matters,  and  was  ahvays  heeded.  In  his 
early  life  iMr.  Horton  was  a Whig,  and  later  became 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  which  he  zeal- 
ously supported  until  the  close  of  ffis  life.  Although 
eminently  fitted  to  cope  with  public  affairs,  he  never 
consented  to  accept  public  office  until  in  1865  he 
was  elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Rehoboth  in 
the  State  Legislature.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Rehoboth,  of  which  he  was  a reg- 
ular attendant  and  liberal  supporter  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  6,  1889.  His  burial  was  in 
the  Rehoboth  cemetery.  Tamerlane  W.  Horton 
■ married  Amanda  Walker,  a native  of  Dighton, 
daughter  of  William  Walker.  She  died  in  October, 
1865,  aged  sixty  years.  Their  children  were;  (i) 
Dexter  Wheeler,  born  Nov.  28,  1836,  married  Re- 
becca Moulton,  and  resides  at  Taunton,  Mass., 
where  he  follows  the  occupation  of  house  carpenter. 


(2)  Amand-a  M.,  born  July  4,  1838,  is  the  widow  of 
Arnold  DeForest  Brown,  and  resides  in  Rehoboth. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a machinist  by  trade,  and  was  also 
a superintendent  of  several  cotton  mills.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  as  lieutenant  of  the  Second 
Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  The  two  children  of  this 
marriage  were  Walter  DeForest,  now  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  National  India  Rubber  Co.,  at 
Bristol,  and  Cora,  who  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Har- 
riet A.,  born  Dec.  29,  1839,  married  James  P.  Car- 
penter, a farmer  at  Rehoboth,  and  they  have  four 
children : Lewis  F.,  who  resides  in  East  Providence ; 
Flora  A.,  wife  of  Dugal  McKechnie ; Clara  A.,  head 
bookkeeper  for  Russell  & Irons,  Providence ; and 
George  W.,  a dentist  at  Providence.  (4)  William 
W.,  born  March  27,  1842,  is  a house  carpenter  in 
Providence,  and  married  Lizzie  Bennett  of  Mystic, 
Conn.  (5)  Jeremiah  Wheeler,  was  born  April  8, 

1844.  (6)  Henry  Tamerlane,  was  born  Dec.  ii, 

1845.  “The  Sower,”  a beautiful  memorial  window 
designed  by  Phipps,  of  Boston,  was  placed  in  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  in  mem- 
ory of  Tamerlane  W.  Horton  and  wife,  by  their 
children,  in  1906. 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Wheeler  Horton,  of  Newport, 
R.  L,  was  born  April  8,  1844,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
where  his  early  educational  training  was  begun  in 
the  common  schools.  This  was  supplemented  by  an 
advance  course  in  the  private  school  taught  there  by 
Thomas  W.  Bicknell.  After  leaving  school  he  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  Perryville,  Mass., 
where  he  learned  the  wood-turner’s  trade  with 
James  H.  Perry,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years. 

In  July,  1864,  when  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Horton  came  to  Newport,  where  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  J.  L.  and  G.  A.  Hazard,  the  then  well- 
known  furniture  manufacturers,  and  he  continued 
in  the  employ  of  this  firm  until  1884,  when  it  was 
dissolved,  and  Mr.  Horton  was  appointed  to  settle 
the  business,  which  occupied  one  year.  In  1885 
he  formed  a partnership  with  G.  A.  Hazard,  in  the 
same  business,  the  firm  name  being  Hazard  & Hor- 
ton, which  partnership  continued  for  eight  years, 
when  Mr.  Horton  purchased  Mr.  Hazard’s  interest, 
and  took  in  Mr.  F.  A.  Ward,  as  a partner,  the  firm 
name  then  being  changed  to  J.  W.  Horton  & Co., 
which  has  continued  until  the  present.  This  well 
known  firm  carries  a well  selected  and  choice  stock 
of  modern  furniture,  carpets,  tapestries,  etc.,  and 
is  prepared  to  do  all  kinds  of  custom  work  in  re- 
pairing and  upholstery,  employing  a number  of 
skilled  workmen.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  Mr. 
Horton’s  business  career  has  been  one  of  much  pros- 
perity. 

iMr.  Horton  is  a consistent  and  valued  member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Newport,  which  he 
served  as  treasurer  for  eighteen  years.  He  has 
also  been  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and 
its  chairman  for  a protracted  period.  Mr.  Horton 
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holds  the  unusual  record  of  continuous  service  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  the  past 
thirty-eight  years,  taking  up  the  work  in  1869,  and 
it  is  doul)tful  if  any  sinnlar  record  can  be  found  in 
the  whole  of  New  England. 

In  political  principle,  a stanch  Republican,  he  has 
been  honored  on  many  occasions  by  the  party,  and 
has  filled  numerous  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility in  such  a manner  as  to  make  him  one  of 
the  most  highly  valued  citizens  of  this  community. 
For  six  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  Newport,  and  for  several  years  was  one 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  Newport  school  fund. 
He  also  accepted  the  responsibilities  for  several  years 
of  membership  on  the  board  of  overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  was  a member  of  the  city  asylum  board. 
For  two  years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  al- 
dermen of  Newport,  during  a period  when  many 
'questions  of  i)ublic  interest  came  before  that  body. 
So  clear  was  his  record,  that  in  1893  he  was  chosen 
the  city's  chief  executive,  and  served  through  one 
term,  but  declined  a renomination.  For  three  years 
he  represented  the  city  of  Newport,  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  assembly  of  the  state,  and  in  1897,  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  served  in  that 
body  for  four  years.  In  1894  he  received  a nomin- 
ation for  the  State  Senate,  which  he  declined.  While 
a member  of  that  body  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  ^Military  Affairs,  and  was  a member 
of  several  special  committees,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  commission  which  was  appointed  by  Gov.  D. 
Russell  Brown,  which  built  the  State  armory  at 
Newport,  and  later  was  chairman  of  the  commission 
appointed  by  Gov.  Elisha  Dyer,  which  had  charge 
of  the  reconstruction  of  the  Newport  county  jail. 
He  has  also  served  continuously  as  a trustee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Institute  for  the  Deaf,  since  1898,  un- 
der appointment  of  Governor  Dyer,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Corporation  of  Prov- 
idence. In  1900  he  was  appointed  a member  and 
chairman  of  the  first  board  of  police  commissioners 
of  Newport,  for  a term  of  six  years,  by  Governor 
Gregory  and  in  February,  1906,  was  appointed  for 
a term  of  three  years  by  Governor  Utter  and  was 
re-elected  by  the  board  as  its  chairman.  He  has  thus 
served  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  a number  of 
the  chief  executives  of  the  State. 

Colonel  Horton,  by  which  title  he  is  most  fa- 
miliarly known,  now  on  ‘the  retired  list,  served  the 
State  in  its  militia  bodies  for  twenty-six  consecutive 
years,  a member  of  the  Newport  Artillery  Company, 
the  oldest  active  military  organization  in  the  United 
States,  which  was  granted  a charter  in  1741,1  by 
King  George  11.  Colonel  Horton  enlisted  as  a 
private  and  was  promoted  in  turn  to  captain,  major, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  in  1885  was  commissioned 
colonel,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  six  years, 
since  when  he  has  been,  as  noted,  on  the  retired 
list. 

Colonel  Horton  has  also  been  active  and  promi- 
nent in  several  fraternal  societies.  He  is  a mem- 


ber of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  past  master;  of  Newport  Chapter,  No. 
2,  R.  A.  i\l. ; of  DeBlois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; 
and  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights  Tem- 
plar. He  is  a member  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No. 
12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  a past  grand,  and  in 
which  he  served  for  fifteen  years  as  financial  secre- 
tary. He  is  also  a member  of  the  General  G.  »K. 
Warren  Post  Associates,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was 
for  several  years  president.  Colonel  Horton  is  also 
connected  with  a number  of  civic  and  educational 
organizations.  For  many  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Business  Men’s  Association,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  that  body  was  disbanded ; is  a member 
of  the  Newport  Historical  Society  ; of  the  Redwood 
Library  and  Athieneum,  and  has  also  served  as 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Newport,  in  which  organization  he  has  been  an 
active  worker  for  a number  of  years.  He  also  is 
identified  with  several  of  the  financial  institutions 
of  Newport,  having  served  on  the  directing  board 
of  the  Coddington  Savings  Bank  since  1896,  and 
in  1898  he  was  elected  president  of  the  same,  in 
which  position  he  remained  until  the  liquidation  of 
the  bank's  affairs  in  1905 — when  it  was  merged 
with  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  of  Providence. 
In  1901  he  was  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of 
the  Newport  Trust  Company,  and  has  since  served 
as  a director  of  this  institution.  He  is  also  a direc- 
tor of  the  Newport  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company  of  Providence. 

Col.  Horton  possesses  an  inborn  politeness  which 
is  omnipresent,  his  cordial  and  affable  manner  as- 
serting itself  at  all  times.  His  tastes  are  refined 
and  cultured,  he  being  an  admirer  and  patron  of  the 
fine  arts  and  of  standard  literature,  and  his  library 
being  well-stocked  with  works  of  the  standard 
authors.  His  donations  to  charitable  objects  are 
numerous,  and  always  given  with  a free  and  unstint- 
ing hand,  though  ever  in  a modest  and  unostenta- 
tious manner,  for  he  never  permits  his  right  hand  to 
know  what  his  left  hand  does.  His  long  military 
career  has  endowed  him  with  a commanding  ap- 
pearance and  an  imposing  bearing.  His  exenq^lary 
life  is  a worthy  example,  which  might  be  followed 
by  any  young  man  with  credit  to  himself.  As  stated 
above.  Col.  Horton  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  popular  men  in  the  State,  and  as  a citizen  of 
Newport  bears  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  entire 
community,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  has  been  a 
resident  for  over  forty  years.  Col.  Horton  is  un- 
married. 

Hexky  Tamerl.vxe  Horton  was  born  Dec.  ii, 
1845,  in  the  house  he  now  occupies  in  Rehoboth. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  under  Thomas  W.  Bicknell.  On  account  of  his 
father’s  advancing  years,  the  management  of  the 
farm  fell  upon  his  shoulders,  as  the  others  of  the 
family  had  already  formed  new  ties  and  left  home. 
He  has  always  carried  on  farming,  meeting  with 
much  success,  and  owns  a well-improved  property 
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of  140  acres.  It  is  located  about  one-half  mile 
south  of  the  village  of  Rehoboth. 

Mr.  Horton  was  married  Feb.  5,  1890,  to  Belle 
Horton  Bryant,  a native  of  Rehoboth,  daughter  of 
Wiliam  and  Hannah  (Horton)  Bryant,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  a daughter  of  Valentine  Horton.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Horton  have  one  daughter,  Fanny  Belle, 
born  Dec.  30,  1890. 

Mr.  Horton  is  a Republican.  In  1899  he  rep- 
resented the  First  Bristol  district  in  the  State  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts,  and  served  as  a member  of 
the  committee  on  towns.  He  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  board  of  selectmen  of  Rehoboth  as  far  back 
as  1877,  and  with  the  exception  of  six  years,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  he  served  in  that  office  until  1904, 
when  he  declined  re-election.  During  this  time  he 
served  also  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors 
and  overseer  of  the  town  poor,  and  is  now  serving 
as  a justice  of  the  peace,  having  been  appointed  to 
that  position  by  ex-Governor  Bates  in  1905,  shortly 
before  that  gentleman  went  out  of  office. 

Mr.  Horton  has  a number  of  fraternal  associ- 
ations. He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  and  is 
past  master  of  Annawan  Grange ; is  a member  of 
Pioneer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  of  Somerset,  Mass. ; 
is  vice  president,  treasurer  and  a trustee  of  the  Re- 
hoboth Antiquarian  Society ; and  is  eligible  to  the 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Reho- 
bcth,  is  a member  of  tbe  board  of  trustees  and  is 
now.  and  bas  been  for  a long  period  past,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath  school. 

Mr.  Horton,  like  other  members  of  this  dis- 
tinguished family  is  a popular  man,  and  he  com- 
mands the  respect,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens  to  a marked  degree. 
Everv  movement  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  has  had 
his  support,  and  he  is  notably  liberal  and  public- 
spirited. 

RHODES.  Tbe  history  of  the  Rhodes  family 
in  Rhode  Island  begins  with  (I)  Zachary  Rhodes, 
who  was  born  in  1603,  and  who  settled  in  Reho- 
both in  1643.  Ill  with  other  settlers,  he 

signed  an  agreement  forming  a town  government. 
In  1646  he  left  Rehoboth,  crossed  the  river  and 
bay  to  Rhode  Island,  and  with  others  settled  at 
Pawtu.xet,  where  he  became  a large  owner  of  land. 
His  reason  for  leaving  (Massachusetts  seems  to  have 
been  of  a religious  nature,  as  records  show  he  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  Massachusetts  law  which 
sought  to  compel  him  to  contribute  for  the  sup- 
port of  preaching.  In  religious  sentiment  he  was 
an  Indejiendent  or  Baptist.  Without  doubt  he  was 
banished  from  the  Colony  because  of  his  peculiar 
views,  but  he  became  a man  of  strength  and  in- 
fluence in  Rhode  Island.  From  1664  until  1665 
he  was  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Providence,  and 
at  the  same  time  was  a member  of  the  town  council. 
In  1658  he  was  admitted  a freeman.  He  was  a 


member  of  the  General  Court  at  Portsmouth,  in 
August,  1659,  and  in  1662  and  1663.  In  1661  he 
attended  as  commissioner  from  Providence,  the 
General  Court  at  Newport,  and  was  appointed  mem- 
ber of  a committee  to  adjust  difficulties  existing 
between  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  and  he 
also  appointed,  with  Roger  Williams  and  others, 
to  draw  up  and  sign  an  address  to  His  Majesty, 
King  Charles  II.  In  March,  1663-64,  as  deputy 
from  Providence,  he  attended  the  General  Assembly 
of  Rhode  Island  held  at  Newport,  and  again  in 
1665.  In  1653,  he,  with  five  others,  signed  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Court  assembled  in  Boston  asking  that 
Pawtuxet  might  be  dismissed  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Massachusetts  Colony.  He  made  his 
will  in  1662,  and  died  in  1665.  In  1646  Zachary 
(or  Zachariah)  Rhodes  married  Joanna  Arnold, 
born  Feb.  27,  1617,  and  died  in  1692.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Jeremiah  (born  June  24,  1647), 

Malachi,  Zachariah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Rebecca, 
John  (born  in  1658)  and  Peleg. 

(II)  John  Rhodes,  fourth  son  of  Zachary, 
was  born  in  1658.  He  was  married  (first)  Feb. 
12,  1685,  to  Waite  Waterman,  born  in  1668,  daugh- 
ter of  Resolved  and  )vlercy  (Williams)  Waterman, 
and  she  died  in  1711.  His  second  wife  Sarah,  born 
1653,  died  (March  30,  1730.  He  died  Aug.  14, 
I7i6.  His  children  were:  Zachariah,  born  Nov. 
5,  1687;  (Mercy,  Nov.  20,  1691;  John,  Nov.  20, 
1691;  Joseph,  Sept.  25,  1693;  William,  July  14, 
1695;  P'hebe,  Nov.  30,  1698;  Resolved,  Alay  22, 
1702;  and  Waite,  Dec.  16,  1703-  Rhodes, 

the  father,  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1681,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  held  at  Newport, 
at  which  time  he  was  a resident  of  W arwick.  Un 
June  12,  1688,  he  was  elected  constable  of  the  town 
of  Warwick.  In  1700  at  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  held  at  Newport,  he  was  elected  gen- 
eral attorney  for  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
1702-03-04  he  was  a deputy  from  WTrwick  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  in  1707  he  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Waterman  family  to  which  (Mrs.  Waite 
(Waterman)  Rhodes  belonged,  descended  from 
Richard  W aterman,  born  in  1590,  who  came  from 
England  in  1629,  and  was  of  Salem,  Mass.  He 
was  one  of  the  seven  persons  to  whom  Roger 
W'illiams  deeded  land  in  Providence,  and  in  1639 
was  one  of  the  original  twelve  members  of  the 
Eirst  Baptist  Church.  He  was  one  among  those 
who  signed  an  agreement  in  1640  for  a form  of 
government.  In  1655  he  was  made  a freeman  and 
served,  respectively,  as  commissioner,  juryman  and 
warden.  He  died  in  16731  wife,  Bethia, 

in  1680.  Their  children  were:  Mehitabel,  Waite, 
Nathaniel  and  Resolved. 

Resolved  Waterman,  son  of  Richard  and  Bethia, 
was  born  in  1638.  In ’1659  he  married  Mercy  Wil- 
liams, born  in  1640,  daughter  of  Roger  and  (Mary 
Wdlliams.  His  children  were:  Richard,  born  in 
June.  1660;  Mercy,  in  1662;  John,  in  1666;  Re- 
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solved,  in  1667;  and  Waite  (Mrs.  Rhodes)  iji 
1668.  He  died  in  1670,  and  his  widow  remarried 
and  died  in  1705.  Resolved  Waterman  was  deputy 
to  the  General  Court  in  1667. 

(III)  John  Rhodes  (2),  son  of  John  and  W'aite 
(Waterman)  Rhodes,  was  born  Nov.  20,  1691,  in 
W’arwick.  He  held  commission  as  major  in  the  Co- 
lonial militia.  In  1716  he  was  admitted  a freeman 
and  in  1731-35-42-43-44,  and  in  1751  and  1753, 
he  was  deputy  in  the  General  Assembly  from  War- 
wick. He  died  in  1776.  On  Jan.  29,  1714,  he 
married  Catherine  Holden,  who  died  July  25,  1731, 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Charles  and  Carberine  (Green) 
Holden.  Their  children  were : W' aite,  born  Dec. 
29,  1714;  John,  May  5,  1716;  Catherine,  Aug.  i, 
1717;  Charles,  Sept.  29,  1719;  Mercy,  Feb.  29, 
1720-21  (died  February,  1723-24)  ; Anthony,  May 
29,  1722;  Joseph,  Aug.  22,  1723;  Zachariah,  Sept. 
8,  1727;  and  Holden,  May  20,  1731. 

(IV)  Capt.  Charles  Rhodes,  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  Rhodes,  was  born  at  W^arwick,  Sept. 
29,  1719.  On  Jan.  31,  1738-39,  he  married  Deb- 
orah Greene,  who  bore  him  the  following  children : 
Waite,  born  Aug.  25,  1740;  Peter,  Feb.  24,  1741; 
Charles,  Oct.  23,  1743  (died  April  12,  1744)  1 
Charles  (2),  June  29,  1745;  and  Holden,  Sept. 
22,  1750.  Capt.  Charles  Rhodes  was  admitted  a 
freeman  at  W'arwick  in  1740.  His  title  “Captain” 
was  won  by  his  sea-faring  career,  but  he  subse- 
quently abandoned  this  calling,  and  became  an 
owner  of  land  in  the  village  of  Pawtuxet.  He 
was  interested  in  the  shipping  business  and  owned 
vessels  trading  to  various  parts  of  the  world.  He 
owned  two  slaves  to  whom  he  gave  freedom.  He 
was  one  of  the  signers  to  the  petition  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  in  February,  1764,  for  the  establish- 
ment, or  incorporation,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege, now  known  as  Brown  University  of  Provi- 
dence. Later  in  life  he  became  a preacher.  In 
1764  he  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  with  Elder  Elisha  Greene  was  placed 
in  charge  of  Cranston  Church.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Cranston  in  1777. 

(V)  Capt.  Peter  Rhodes,  born  Feb.  24,  1741, 
at  Pawtuxet,  son  of  Charles  and  Deborah  (Greene) 
Rhodes,  was  married  March  22,  1761,  to  Hester 
Arnold,  daughter  of  Simeon  Arnold,  of  Warwick. 
Their  children  were:  Peleg,  born  Oct.  22,  1761 
(died  Dec.  29,  1761);  Benjamin,  March  25,  1763; 
Lydia,  July  27,  1765;  Phebe,  Feb.  14,  1768;  An- 
thony, Nov.  II,  1770;  James  P.,  July  ii,  1773; 
Arnold,  Feb.  25,  1776;  Rosanna,  Oct.  19,  1778; 
and  Charles,  Dec.  19,  1780.  Capt.  Peter  Rhodes 
died  in  1823,  at  Pawtuxet.  In  1774  the  Pawtuxet 
Rangers  were  organized,  and  Peter,  with  his  brother 
Charles,  joined  as  charter  members,  and  served 
in  that  organization  until  1781.  In  lyyS  in  the 
United  States  service  he  was  on  board  the  Pigot- 
Galley  in  Xarragansett  Bay,  with  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant, and  at  one  time  commanded  the  Galley. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Rhodes,  son  of  Capt.  Peter  and 


Hester  (Arnold),  was  born  March  25,  1763.  He 
was  married,  Dec.  4,  1791,  to  Phebe  Burlingame, 
born  Jan.  20,  1777.  Their  children  were:  Peleg, 
born  Sept.  8,  1792;  James,  Sept.  13,  1794;  Amos, 
April  17,  1797  (died  Oct.  31,  1797) ; Mercy,  Feb. 
24,  1800  (married  a Mr.  Chapman)  ; and  Harriet, 
who  married  (first)  a Smith,  and  (second)  a 
Cranston. 

(VTI)  Peleg  Rhodes,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Phebe  (Burlingame)  Rhodes,  was  born  Sept.  8 (or 
18),  1792,  and  married  Mary  Smith  Chapman.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  William  C.,  born  Dec. 
4,  1821,  married  Hannah  Arnold;  Maria  A.,  born 
April  30,  1816,  married  Abel  Slocumb ; Lydia  B., 
born  Sept.  6,  1819,  married  Peleg  Wilbur;  Esther 
A.,  born  June  ii,  1824,  married  Oliver  A.  Lock- 
wood;  Amy  C.,  born  Oct.  14,  1826,  married 

Horace  F.  Austin;  Edward  S.,  born  May  ii,  1828, 
married  Maria  Manchester ; Sarah  S.,  born  March 
II,  1830,  married  William  M.  Straight;  Peleg,  born 
May  25,  1832,  married  (first)  Mary  Arnold,  and 
(second)  Eliza  Smith;  and  Thomas  Henry,  born 
Feb.  19,  1835,  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Campbell, 
and  (second)  Caroline  A.  Remington. 

(\T)  Capt.  James  P.  Rhodes,  son  of  Peter  and 
Hester  (Arnold)  Rhodes,  was  born  July  ii,  1773, 
and  was  married  Aug.  16,  1795,  to  Sarah  Hunt, 
born  April  13,  1775,  at  Cranston,  daughter  of  Zebe- 
dee  Hunt.  Capt.  James  P.  Rhodes  died  Dec.  26, 
1832,  and  she  died  Feb.  17,  1851.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Catherine  Potter,  torn  July  22, 
1796,  married  Abraham  Brightman;  Esther  Arnold, 
born  Feb.  3,  1798,  married  Rufus  Case;  Elisha 
Hunt,  born  July  28,  1805;  Sally  P.,  born  April 
27,  1810,  married  Capt.  John  S.  Adamson.  Capt. 
James  P.  Rhodes  joined  Harmony  Lodge,  No. 
9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Pawtuxet,  June  19,  1810. 

(VH)  Capt.  Elisha  Hunt  Rhodes,  son  of  Capt. 
James  P.  and  Sarah  (Hunt)  Rhodes,  was  born  at 
Pawtuxet,  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  July- 28,  1805. 
On  July  17,  1823,  he  married  Eliza  Ann  Chace, 
daughter  of  Dudley  and  Mary  (Durfee)  Chace, 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.  Their  children  were : Mary 
Eliza,  born  April  22,  1824,  died  March  8,  1864; 
Sarah  Louise,  born  July  28,  1833,  died  Feb.  16, 
1834;  Sarah  Louise  (2),  born  Jan.  26,  1835;  Emily 
Chace,  born  Nov.  20,  1836,  died  Jan.  6,  1839; 
Emily  Chace  (2),  born  Feb.  5,  1839,  died  Aug. 
8,  1868;  Elisha  Hunt,  born  March  21,  1842;  Eliza- 
beth Potter,  born  Dec.  12,  1843,  died  Jan.  2,  1847; 
James  Dudley,  born  Dec.  28,  1845,  died  Dec.  23, 
1893;  and  Colville  Brown,  born  Dec.  10,  1849, 
lives  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Rhodes 
died  May  5,  1885. 

Capt.  Elisha  Hunt  Rhodes  began  a sea-faring 
life  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and  he  continued 
at  this  calling  all  his  life.  He  was  only  eighteen 
years  old  when  he  took  command  of  his  first  vessel. 
He  was  a sergeant  in  the  Pawtuxet  artillery,  and 
during  his  service  on  the  side  of  law  and  order, 
during  the  Dorr  war,  held  that  rank.  He  early 
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became  converted  to  a living  faith  in  Christ,  and 
his  entire  life  was  full  of  good  deeds  done  to  his  fel- 
low men.  For  many  years  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  Pawtuxet  Baptist  Sunday-school.  During 
the  administration  of  President  Jackson  he  had 
charge  of  the  revenue  boat  stationed  at  Pawtuxet. 
In  1858  during  a fearful  storm  he  was  lost  at  sea, 
on  the  night  of  Dec.  10,  1858,  his  vessel,  the 
“Worcester”  having  struck  a reef  near  Linyards 
Key,  Abaco,  Bahama  Islands.  His  body  was  re- 
covered and  buried  there.  On  April  26,  1827,  he 
became  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Pawtuxet. 

(VIII)  Gen.  Elisha  Hunt  Rhodes,  son  of 
Capt.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  was  born  in  Pawtuxet, 
R.  I.,  March  21,  1842.  He  attended  the  village 
school  until  he  was  fourteen,  when  he  entered  the 
Eountain  street  Grammar  school,  in  Providence, 
remaining  there  a year,  and  then  entering  a com- 
mercial academy  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  a 
business  life.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  as  above 
detailed,  he  entered  a counting  room  in  Providence, 
where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion.  Abandoning  all  idea  of  business  for 
himself,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  2d  Rhode 
Island  Volunteers,  but  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  corporal  June  6,  1861,  and  participated  with 
his  regiment  in  tjie  battle  of  Bull  Run,  this  regi- 
ment having  the  lead  of  one  of  the  main  columns, 
when  the  march  began  to  the  enemy’s  position  at 
Manassas.  “The  men,”  General  Rhodes  says, 
“were  scarcely  expecting  to  meet  the  enemy  so 
soon,  when  they  were  suddenly  saluted  by  a heavy 
volley  of  musketry  from  the  woods.”  Col.  Slocum, 
who  was  in  command,  immediately  halted  the 
troops,  a line  was  formed  and  their  first  battle  be- 
gun. Col.  Slocum,  who  was  in  advance  of  the 
lines,  climbed  over  a fence  in  front,  and,  in  re- 
turning was  shot,  one  bullet  taking  effect  in  the 
back  of  his  head  and  two  others  in  his  ankle.  Mr. 
Rhodes,  seeing  him  fall,  rushed  forward  and  raised 
him  from  the  ground,  and  then,  with  the  assistance 
of  Private  Thomas  Parker,  bore  him  to  a house 
on  the  left  of  the  line  and  delivered  him  to  the 
care  of  Chaplain  Woodbury  and  Surgeon  Wheaton. 
Soon  after  the  battle,  Mr.  Rhodes  was  assigned 
to  the  color  guard  of  the  regiment,  and  remained 
in  that  position  until  November,  when  he  was  de- 
tailed to  work  at  headquarters  of  Major-General 
Buell.  He  was  later  transferred  to  Major-General 
Key’s  headquarters,  and  remained  with  him  during 
the  entire  winter.  On  March  i,  1862,  he  was 
made  sergeant-major  of  the  regiment.  He  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  July  24,  1862,  and 
first  Jieutenant  March  2,  1863.  In  all  the  marches 
and  counter-marches  of  the  regiment,  Mr.  Rhodes 
was  always  at  his  post, 'and  from  his  strict  at- 
tention to  duty,  his  acknowledged  bravery  as  well 
as  his  military  skill,  he  gained  the  confidence  of 
his  superior  officers,  so  that,  on  Nov.  7,  1863,  he 
was  promoted  to  adjutant  of  his  regiment,  and 


assigned  to  duty  on  the  regimental  staff.  On  June 
6,  1864,  Major  H.  C.  Jenckes,  with  other  officers 
and  men,  whose  three  years  service  had  expired,  re- 
turned to  Rhode  Island  and  were  mustered  out  of 
the  service.  Capt.  Henry  H.  Young,  Aajutant 
Rhodes,  and  other  officers,  with  326  enlisted  men 
alone  remained.  The  regiment  was  afterwards  re- 
cruited by  the  addition  of  five  companies  and  many 
recruits. 

Captain  Young  was  then  appointed  inspector 
general  on  the  brigade  staff,  leaving  the  regiment 
under  the  command  of  Adjutant  Rhodes.  A single 
day  only,  was  allowed  for  its  re-organization,  and 
then  it  was  ordered  to  the  trenches  of  Cold  Harbor. 
Three  companies  were  formed,  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  who  were  subsequently  commis- 
sioned by  Governor  Smith,  appointed  to  their  com- 
mand. Continued  shelling  from  rifle  and  mortar 
batteries  continued  until  the  12th  of  June,  when 
the  army  crossed  the  James  and  arrived  in  front 
of  the  Rebel  works  near  Petersburg,  on  the  17th. 
The  next  day  an  assault  was  made,  during  which 
Lieut.  T.  J.  Smith  was  severely  wounded,  and  was 
carried  from  the  field,  leaving  Adjutant  Rhodes 
the  only  commissioned  officer  present  for  duty  with 
the  regiment.  On  the  24th  of  June,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Major-Gen.  Frank  Wheaton  and 
Brigadier-Gen.  Edwards,  Adjutant  Rhodes  was 
promoted  to  a captaincy  to  date  from  May  5th. 
Capt.  Rhodes  and  his  regiment  were  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Weldon  railroad,  near  Ream’s  Station. 
On  the  first  of  the  following  July,  the  regiment 
was  transferred  to  the  3d  Brigade,  ist  Division, 
6th  Corps  and  went  to  Washington  to  repel  Gen. 
Early.  After  successfully  repulsing  Gen.  Early, 
the  corps  moved,  on  the  6th  of  August,  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  and  was  attached  to  the  IMiddle  Division, 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  the  Union  forces 
crossed  the  Opequan,  the  6th  and  19th  Corps  at- 
tacking Early.  The  2d  Rhode  Island  took  part 
in  this  attack,  and  lost  several  men,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  mentioned  for  its  gallant  conduct  in  the 
official  reports.  Captain  Rhodes  was  complimented 
on  the  field  by  his  brigade  commander  and  was 
brevetted  major  Dec.  5,  1864,  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious conduct  in  this  engagement.  On  the  first 
day  of  December  the  6th  Corps  left  this  valley 
for  Washington,  proceeding  by  transport  to 
City  Point,  taking  the  front  and  relieving  the  5th 
Corps  in  the  trenches  before  Petersburg.  Maj. 
Rhodes  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jan. 
31,  1865,  and  brevetted  Colonel  April  2,  1865,  for 
gallant  conduct  before  Petersburg.  In  the  attack 
on  Petersburg  on  the  2d  of  April,  the  6th  Corps 
took  an  active  part  and  a correspondent  of  the 
Providence  Journal  says : “The  2d  Rhode  Island 
formed  in  line  with  the  6th  Corps,  in  front  of  Fort 
Fisher  under  a severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  skir- 
mishers. Just  before  light  we  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, which  we  did,  and  captured  the  works.  Our 
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reg’iment  started  in  the  second  line  but  before  reach- 
ing the  enemy  were  in  front,  and  were  the  first 
to  plant  the  fiag  on  the  works.  Lieut.-Colonel 
Rhodes  was  the  first  to  mount  the  parapet.”  On 
the  6th  of  x\pril,  at  Sailor's  Creek,  Col.  Rhodes 
again  distinguished  himself  for  bravery,  plunging 
into  the  creek  and  calling  upon  his  men  to  follow 
him.  The  men  struggled  through  the  mud  and 
water,  waist  deep,  and  drove  the  Rebels  from  the 
bank  into  tbe  woods  beyond.  On  the  7th  of  April, 
the  march  was  resumed  and  Lee’s  army  overtaken 
at  Appomattox  Court  House,  where  it  surrendered 
on  the  9th.  The  2d  Rhode  Island  was  ordered  to 
W'ellsville,  where  it  did  guard  and  provost  duty. 

Colonel  Rhodes  , returned  to  Rhode  Island  in 
cominand  of  his  regiment,  upon  its  muster  out  of 
sendee,  July  28,  1865,  with  a commission  as 
colonel,  bearing  date  July  18,  1865,  upon  which  he 
was  unable  to  be  mustered  because  of  the  reduced 
numbers  in  his  command.  He  commanded  the 
regiment  in  the  field  from  June  5,  1864,  until  the 
close  of  his  services. 

UiX)n  the  re-organization  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Militia  in  1879,  Colonel  Rhodes  was  elected  the 
first  commander  of  the  brigade,  with  the  rank  of 
llrigadier-General,  where  his  ability  as  a military 
commander  brought  his  brigade  to  a high  state  of 
efficiency.  He  retained  command  of  the  brigade 
until  March  21,  1892,  when  at  his  own  request  he 
was  placed  upon  the  retired  list  of  commissioned 
officers  of  Rhode  Island  Militia.  He  enjoys  the  rare 
distinction  of  having  received  the  thanks  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  for  service  in 
the  militia  of  the  State.  This  resolution  conveying 
the  thanks  is  handsomely  wrought  in  bronze,  and 
is  an  endnring  testimonial  to  brilliant  and  faithful 
service. 

General  Rhodes  has  been  active  in  organiza- 
tions of  veterans  of  the'  war  of  the  Rebellion ; a 
charter  member  of  Prescott  Post,  No.  i.  Depart- 
ment of  Rhode  Island,  G.  A.  R.,  he  has  held 
numerous  offices  in  the  order  including  that  of 
commander  of  his  post  for  two  terms ; commander 
of  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island  for  two  terms, 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-chief  in  1877 ; and  the 
first  president  of  the  Soldiers’  and  Sailors'  His- 
torical Society  of  Rhode  Island,  retaining  that  office 
for  seven  years.  He  was  master  of  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  i\I.,  in  1886,  and  Grand 
Master  of  IMasons  of  Rhode  Island  from  ^vlay, 
1893,  to  May,  1895.  In  1886  he  was  Ruler  of  What 
Cheer  Assembly,  Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows. 
On  April  2,  1883,  General  Rhodes  joined  Golden 
Rule  Lodge,  No.  697,  Knights  of  Honor;  was 
dictator  of  his  lodge  in  1886,  and  was  unanimously 
elected  Grand  Dictator  in  March,  1895.  Upon  his 
retirement  from  that  office  in  iMarch,  1896,  his 
brethren  presented  him  with  a handsome  Past 
Grand  Dictator’s  jewel,  and  elected  him  Supreme 
Representative,  for  two  years,  an  honor  richly  de- 
served. 


In  1875,  General  Rhodes  was  appointed  collector 
of  Internal  Revenues,  District  of  Rhode  Island,  an 
office  he  held  for  ten  years,  winning  the  unqualified 
approval  of  his  chief,  and  securing  for  his  office 
the  highest  rank  for  efficiency.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  a memlx^r  of  the  board  of  assessors  of 
taxes  of  the  city  of  Providence,  and  at  present  is 
chairman  of  this  board. 

General  Elisha  H.  Rhodes  was  married  to 
Caroline  Pearce  Hunt,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Amy  A.  (Pearce)  Hunt,  of  Providence,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Frederick  Miller,  who  married 
Annie  Pierce  Webb,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Webb,  and  bas  children^ — Elisha  H.,  Frederick 
Miller  and  James  Webb ; and  Alice  Caroline,  who 
married  Howard  Phettiplace  Chace,  of  Providence, 
In  religious  profession  General  Rhodes  is  a Baptist, 
and  has  served  fifteen  years  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  and  is  a deacon  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church  of  Providence. 

(\'III)  Thomas  Henry  Rhodes,  son  of  Cap- 
tain Peleg  and  Mary  Smith  (Chapman)  Rhodes, 
born  at  Warwick,  Feb.  19,  1835,  was  married 
(first)  to  Elizabeth  Campbell,  who  died  Feb.  6, 
1858,  and  (second)  Jan.  i,  1862,  to  Caroline  A. 
Remington,  daughter  of  Stacy  W.  Remington,  of 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  and 
Alice  (Stevens)  Remington.  The  children  by  the 
second  marriage  were : Edward  S.,  born  Aug. 
27,  1864;  Thomas  H.,  March  19,  1870;  and  Arthur 
A.,  IMay  18,  1872. 

Thomas  Henry  Rhodes  spent  his  boyhood  in 
his  native  town  attending  the  public  schools.  For 
a time  he  was  engaged  in  a grocery  business  in 
Providence,  and  then  became  a peddler  of  prod- 
ucts of  tbe  shore,  and  from  that  time  on  he  catered 
to  private  parties  for  the  Squantum  Club,,  including 
what  was  known  as  the  Bondholder’s  Club  at 
Smith’s  Palace,  this  including  some  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  this  part  of  the  State.  In  1870 
he  purchased  the  property  now  known  as  “Rhodes- 
on-the-Pawtuxet,”  and  continued  to  cater  to  the 
same  class,  not  as  a public  place,  but  to  private 
parties.  From  the  time  he  purchased  this  pro])erty 
lie  began  to  improve  it,  and  it  soon  grew  into 
popularity.  He  was  noted  for  the  excellence  of  his 
cuisine  and  the  comforts  with  which  he  surrounded 
his  guests.  He  added  a fleet  of  some  fifty  row- 
boats, winch  was  a great  attraction  to  the  place. 
He  continued  to  operate  this  place  until  his  health 
failed  shortly  before  his  decease.  His  good  judg- 
ment and  enterprise  have  given  his  estate  a stand- 
ing and  prestige  which  was  a valuable  asset  coming 
into  the  hands  of  his  sons.  Prior  to  purchasing 
this  fine  estate  he  had  bought  a tract  of  land  and 
wharf  lot  at  Pawtuxet,  which  became  very  valuable. 
Although  never  an  active  politician  he  always  was 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  took  an  intelligent  interest 
in  all  public  affairs.  He  served  as  a member  of 
the  Cranston  town  council  for  one  term,  and  was 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Co., 
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^No.  I,  of  Pawtuxet.  Few  men  in  his  locality  were 
better  known,  and  he  was  highly  esteemed  not 
only  by  his  neighbors,  but  by  the  many  notable 
men  who  were  for  ■ years  entertained  under  his 
roof.  He  died  Hay  7,  1898. 

(IX)  Edward  S.  Rhodes,  son  of  Thomas 
Henry,  was  born  Ang.  27,  1864,  in  Pawtnxet,  in 
the  old  home  on  George  street,  in  which  his  parents 
lived  until  1870.  He  was  educated  in  the  Pawtuxet 
grammar  school,  and  spent  one  year  in  the  Provi- 
dence high  school.  On  Feb.  9,  1880,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Rice,  Starkweather  Go.,  starting 
as  an  office  boy,  then  becoming  stock  clerk,  and  con- 
tinuing in  that  position  until  1885.  when  hfe  began 
traveling  for  the  firm,  remaining  in  that  position 
•until  1898.  In  this  year  he  became  a stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Starkweather  & Williams  Com- 
pany, the  firm  having  changed  in  1895,  when  it  was 
incorporated.  Mr.  Rhodes  now  occupies  the  posi- 
tion of  sales  agent,  also  being  a director,  and  is 
one  of  the  responsible  heads  in  the  management 
of  the  business.  1 he  firm  is  a large  wholesale 
house,  with  some  retail  dealings,  and  has  a heavy 
business  all  over  New  England.  Mr.  Rhodes  is 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  this  locality,  and  owes 
his  success  entirely  to  his  own  eft'orts.  Mr.  Rhodes 
is  president  of  the  Rhodes  llrothers  Company. 

In  May,  1905,  he  was  appointed  by  the  town 
council  for  the  fifth  district,  as  town  councilman, 
to  succeed  Arthur  Austin, who  resigned  the  po- 
sition, and  in  November,  1905,  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  position.  In  jjolitics  Mr.  Rhodes  is  a 
strong  Rei)ublican,  although  his  rearing  was  in  the 
Democratic  ])arty.  He  has  never  sought  office, 
the  position  coming  to  him  at  the  hands  of  the 
council  and  people  of  Cranston  without  solicitation 
on  his  part. 

In  1886  i\Ir.  Rhodes  married  Annie  L.  Dexter, 
daughter  of  ChristO])her  Dexter,  of  Natick,  and 
they  have  two  children  : Lloyd  Dexter  and  Mar- 
gery Cameron.  The  family  belong  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Pawtuxet.  Fraternally  i\Ir.  Rhodes  is 
a member  of  Harmony  Lodge  of  Pawtuxet,  Provi- 
dence Chapter,  Providence  CouncSl,  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  Providence  Consistory  and  Palestine 
Tem])le,  iMystic  Shrine,  all  Masonic.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Edgewood  Yacht  Club,  and  a charter 
member  of  Volunteer  Fire  Com])any,  of  Pawtn.xet, 
and  a charter  member  of  the  Fire  King  Yeteran 
Firemen’s  Association,  of  Pawtuxet. 

(IX)  Tiiowa.s  HE^•R^'  Rhodes,  son  of  Thomas 
Henry  (i),  was  born  Vlarch  19.  1870,  in  the  village 
of  Pawtuxet,  and  there  attencled  the  public 
schools  and  later,  during  the  winter  of  1887,  was 
a pupil  in  the  Mowry  and  Goff  English  and  Classi- 
cal School.  He  entered  into  business  as  a clerk  in 
the  Poston  store,  and  remained  there  three  years, 
and  then  was  in  the  employ  of  the  B.  H.  Gladding 
Comjiany,  of  Providence,  for  five  years,  in  the  for- 
mer house  in  the  wholesale,  and  in  the  latter  in  the 
retail  department.  In  June,  1897.  became  as- 


sociated with  his  father,  and  on  account  of  the 
latter's  ill  health  scon  took  entire  charge  of  the 
business.  At  that  time  this  was  a very  lucrative 
business  and  consisted  of  catering  to  private 
parties,  in  the  line  of  shore  dinners.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1898,  a partnership  was 
formed,  and  Thomas  H.  became  manager  of  the 
business  in  which  he  has  continued  ever  since.  He 
is  vice  president  and  manager  of  the  Rhodes 
Brothers  Company,  which  in  the  fall  of  1898  built 
the  first  dance  hall  (now  the  bowling  alleys)  and 
operated  it  three  seasons  with  great  success.  In 
the  spring  of  1901,  the  present  large  dance  hall 
was  built,  it  being  the  first  establishment  of  this 
kind  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  Providence.  The  size 
of  the  building  is  82  x 182  feet,  and  a dancing- 
floor  is  arranged  of  60x150.  A luxurious  cafe,  an- 
nex, 45  X 80  feet,  is  conducted  in  connection  with 
the  other  attractions,  and  in  1902  one  of  the  finest 
boat  houses  in  the  State  was  erected  by  the  com- 
pany, which  provides  seventy-five  canoes,  and  these 
are  not  more  than  the  demand  of  the  public  re- 
epfires.  During  the  summer  season,  when  visitors 
come  not  only  from  Providence  but  from  distant 
points,  the  company  requires  the  services  of  fifty 
employes. 

i\lr.  Rhodes  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Yolunteer  Fire  Company,  No.  i,  of  Paw- 
tnxet, and  in  1906  was  the  prime  mover  in  the 
organization  of  Fire  King  Yeteran  Fireman's  As- 
sociation, of  which  he  was  elected  its  first  president. 
He  is  a 32d  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  9,  Pawtnxet,  Providence  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  Providence  Council,  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery. He  also  belongs  to  the  New  England 
Order  of  Protection.  Although  he  was  reared  in 
a family  which  has  been  Democratic  for  many 
years  back,  he  is  a zealous  Republican. 

VI  r.  Rhodes  married  April  5,  1894,  Lillian  Phebe 
Greene,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Maria 
Greene,  of  Edgewood,  Cranston,  R.  I.  They  have 
two  children ; Gladys  Louise  and  Lyndon  Russel. 

(IX)  Arthur  Augustus  Rhodes,  son  of 
Thomas  Henry  (i),  was  born  Vlay  18,  1872,  in 
the  Rhodes  homestead,  Pawtuxet,  which  has  been 
his  home  eVer  since.  His  literary  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Cranston  and  Pawtuxet, 
followed  by  a business  course  in  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Commercial  College.  He  then  entered  the 
law  office  of  Edmund  S.  Hopkins,  in  1890,  where 
he  studied  for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1893 
he  entered  the  Albany  Law  school,  continuing  as 
a student  there  until  1894,  when  he  was  graduated. 
Upon  his  return  to  Rhode  Island  he  took  the  neces- 
sary examinations,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 
VIr.  Rhodes  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice 
ever  since,  formerly  in  partnership  with  VIr.  Hop- 
kins, but  after  two  years  took  up  individual  prac- 
tice. In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  been 
clerk  of  the  House  committee  on  Judiciary  since 
1895,  having  been  elected  to  this  position  without 
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opposition.  He  has  served  in  numerous  other  offi- 
ces, four  years  as  assessor  of  taxes  in  the  town  of 
Cranston,  and  five  years  as  clerk  of  District  No.  5, 
town  of  Cranston,  and  at  all  times  he  has  fulfilled 
his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Like  the  other  members  of  his  family,  Mr. 
Rhodes  is  prominent  in  IMasonry.  He  is  a member 
of  Harmony  Lodge,  of  Pawtuxet,  of  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  i.  Providence  Council, 
R.  & S.  M.,  Calvary  Commandery,  No.  13,  K.  T., 
and  is  an  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Mason 
of  the  32d  degree.  Mr.  Rhodes  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Co.,  No. 
I,  of  Pawtuxet,  and  in  1906  the  Fire  King  Veteran 
Fireman’s  Association  was  formed  and  he  became 
one  of  its  charter  members.  He  belongs  also  to 
the  Rhode  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  father,  the  sons 
continued  to  run  the  business  he  had  established, 
as  a partnership,  but  in  1902,  it  was  incorporated 
as  the  Rhodes  Brothers  Company,  of  which  Ed- 
ward S.  is  president,  Thomas  H.  is  vice-president, 
and  Arthur  A.  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 

POTTER  (Providence  family).  Prior  to  1650 
there  had  come  from  Great  Britain  to  New  Eng- 
land a number  of  immigrants  bearing  the  name  of 
Potter — among  them  George,  Nathaniel  and  Robert 
to  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 

The  Potter  family  of  this  country  now  includes 
many  men  of  character  and  standing  in  every  walk 
of  life.  As  early  as  1834  eight  of  the  name  had 
graduated  at  Yale,  three  at  Harvard  and  nine  at 
other  New  England  Colleges.  Here  in  Rhode 
Island,  the  home  of  many  of  the  descendants  of  the 
three  immigrant  settlers  mentioned,  the  name  has 
been  one  of  distinction  throughout  the  history  of 
the  old  Colony  and  of  the  Commonwealth.  Col. 
Thomas  Potter  was  in  command  of  a regiment  of 
Rhode  Island  troops  in  the  Revolution,  and  his 
son,  Hon.  Elisha  R.,  and  the  latter’s  son,  who  bore 
the  same  name,  were  among  the  strong,  forceful 
men  of  their  time.  Both  of  the  latter  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Rhode  Island  assembly,  the  elder  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lower  House  for  more  than  forty  years 
and  several  times  speaker  thereof;  and  the  younger, 
a graduate  of  Harvard,  a member  of  the  State  Sen- 
ate, a member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
and  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  court.  An- 
other, Hon.  Asa  Potter,  a lawyer,  was  for  a period 
of  years  secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
Col.  Isaac  M.  Potter,  a native  of  Scituate,  among 
many  others,  worthily  represented  the  name  in  the 
Civil  war.  In  the  line  of  the  late  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Potter,  of  Scituate,  himself  a man  of  strong  char- 
acter and  one  of  large  usefulness,  whose  son,  Hon. 
Dexter  B.  Potter  of  Providence,  has  long  been 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar,  have  been  men  of  distinction  and  prominence. 
In  this  line  was  Capt.  John  Potter,  of  the  “Burnt 


Hill”  district  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  of  the  Revo- 
lution, a direct  descendant  of  the  first  Robert  Pot- 
ter, from  whom  also  descended  several  of  the 
bishops  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  this 
country,  among  them  the  late  Rt.  Rev.  Alonzo 
Potter,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  sixth  bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  New  York,  and  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  D. 
D.,  LL.  D.,.  seventh  bishop  of  that  Diocese. 

There  follows  somewhat  in  detail  the  gene- 
alogy, as  well  as  family  history,  of  this  one  branch 
of  the  Providence  Potters — that  in  line  of  the  late 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Potter  from  the  American  ancestor, 
in  chronological  order. 

(I)‘  Robert  Potter,  thought  to  be  of  Coventry, 
England,  came  in  1630  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  admitted  a freeman  Sept.  3,  1631,  but  soon 
removed  to  Rhode  Island.  He  was  an  inhabitant 
of  Portsmouth  for  a time  and  was  admitted  an 
inhabitant  of  Newport  in  July,  1638,  three  years 
later  uniting  with  Gorton  in  the  settlement  of 
Shawomet,  now  Warwick.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  General  Council  from  Warwick 
in  1648-51-52-55.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
twelve  purchasers  of  the  town  of  Warwick  from 
the  Indian  Miantonomi,  from  which  it  appears  that 
he  had  his  share  set  off  to  him  on  Warwick  Neck 
and  other  places.  He  died  in  1661.  The  name 
of  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  his  children,  is  not 
known.  She  died  in  1643,  second  wife, 

Sarah,  survived  him.  His  children  were  : Anthony, 
Ichabod,  Elizabeth,  Deliverance  and  John.  1. 

(H)  John  Potter,  son  of  Robert,  was  born 
in  1639,  and  married  (first)  June  2,  1664  or  1665, 
Sarah.  Collins,  their  issue  being:  Robert,  Fisher, 
John,  William,  Samuel,  Isabella,  Ruth,  Edward  and 
Content.  Mr.  Potter  was  for  many  years  clerk  of 
the  Rhode  Island  General  Court.  He  took  his 
family  to  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  and  stayed 
there  during  the  Indian  war,  and  soon  after  its 
close  returned  to  Warwick,  where  he  died  in 

1694. 

(HI)  Robert  Potter,  son  of  John,  was  born 
March  5,  1665  or  1666,  and  married  April  3,  1729, 
Catherine  Johnson,  of  Warwick.  It  seems  that  he 
removed  to  that  part  of  Providence  now  Scituate, 
and  there  lived  the  rest  of  his  days,  being  a farmer 
of  Burnt  Hill.  He  was  living  in  1730,  and  his 
children,  as  far  as  is  known,  were  Robert,  William 
and  John. 

(IV)  Capt.  John  Potter,  son  of  Robert,  was 
born  Nov.  17,  1734,  and  was  a farmer  of  Burnt 
Hill,  Scituate.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  under  Col.  Joseph  Knight,  guarding  the 
shore  of  Rhode  Island;  was  commissioned  lieuten- 
ant, by  Gov.  William  Greene,  July  29)  i7^o> 
captain  June  4,  1781.  Captain  Potter  married 

(first)  about  1755  Elizabeth  Fiske,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Fiske,  of  Scituate.  She  died  Aug.  24, 
1757,  and  he  married  (second)  about  1758  Elsie 
Ralph,  born  Dec.  23,  1740,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ralph,  of  Scituate.  Two  children,  Curwell  J.  and 
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Elizabeth,  were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  and  to 
the  second  marriage  children  as  follows : Thomas, 
Catherine,  Rhoda,  John,  Sylvia,  Jeremiah,  Stephen 
and  Freelove.  Captain  Potter  died  March  15,  1811, 
and  his  wife  Elsie  April  15,  1813. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Potter,  son  of  Capt.  John,  was 
born  Feb.  25,  1780,  and  married  in  1805  Henrietta 
Baker,  born  Feb.  25,  1780,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Sarah  Baker,  of  Scituate.  Mr.  Potter  was  a 
farmer.  He  built  a house  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Pawtuxet  river,  about  three-quarters  of  a mile 
northwest  of  the  Kent  or  Baton  place,  but  spent 
most  of  his  days  on  the  home  farm  of  his  father, 
which  he  owned  after  the  latter’s  death.  Mr.  Pot- 
ter died  there  Aug.  24,  1833,  and  his  widow  Nov. 
15,  1866.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  were  worthy  and  honorable  people. 
Their  children  were : George  \V.,  a farmer  who 
resided  in  Scituate;  Freelove,  who  married  Nathan 
Calvin,  a farmer,  and  died  at  Anthony,  R.  I. ; a 
daughter  that  died  in  infancy ; John,  who  was  a 
bobbin  maker  and  resided  at  Washington ; Rev. 
Jeremiah ; and  Welcome,  who  died  young. 

(VI)  Rev.  Jeremiah  Potter,  son  of  Jeremiah, 
was  born  Aug.  17,  1815,  in  Scituate,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  work,  and  in  early  life  also  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  carpentering.  Having  inherited 
his  father’s  farm,  he  resided  thereon  until  1869, 
when  he  erected  a home  near  the  “Knotty  Oak 
Meeting  House,”  at  Anthony,  and  there  resided 
the  rest  of  his  life.  Elder  Potter  was  baptized  in 
January,  1839,  by  Elder  I’ardon  Tillinghast,  and 
the  following  month  became  a member  of  the  church 
at  Kent,  which  was  a branch  of  the  Maple  Root 
Six  Principle  Baptist  Church  of  Coventry.  He 
became  an  earnest  student  of  the  Bible,  and  with  the 
assistance  and  instruction  of  some  friends  among 
the  clergy  he  became  fitted  for  the  ministry,  and  on 
Oct.  18,  1849,  called  thereto  by  ordination  in 
the  church  at  Kent,  in  Scituate.  lie  was  pastor 
there  until  1866,  during  which  time  he  also  labored 
at  the  Central  Baptist  Church,  formerly  the 
“Knotty  Oak  Meeting  House,”  at  Anthony.  Here 
he  continued  until  1882,  when  he  became  pastor 
of  the  Maple  Root  Church,  and  so  continued  until 
his  death.  During  this  time  he  also  labored  at 
Kent  and  the  Bethel  at  River  Point.  Elder  Potter 
remained  active  in  his  duties  to  the  end,  delivering 
his  last  sermon  on  June  5th,  ten  days  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  15,  1892. 

In  addition  to  his  clerical  duties  Elder  Potter 
was  active  in  public  and  business  matters,  being 
a man  of  unusual  business  qualifications.  He  was 
for  many  years  a director  of  the  Coventry  Savings 
Bank,  and  from  1882  until  its  liquidation  he  served 
as  president  thereof,  and  his  advice  was  much 
sought  in  business  matters,  and  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  settle  estates,  as  he  was  an  exception- 
ally good  judge  of  real  estate  values.  At  one  time 
during  his  residence  in  Scituate  he  served  as  cap- 


tain of  the  local  military  company.  He  served  as 
tax  assessor  in  Coventry  for  many  years.  He  was 
an  able  man,  a wise  counselor,  a good  and  stable 
citizen,  a kind  husband  and  father,  and  a man  whose 
life  corresponded  with  his  Christian  professions. 
He  was  justly  considered  a representative  man. 
The  influences  of  his  life  were  always  in  the  direc- 
tion of  temperance,  education  and  morality.  His 
services  to  the  religious  body  in  which  he  faith- 
fully labored  for  so  long  were  recognized  by  his 
appointment  to  high  and  honorable  positions,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  the  fidelity  to 
conscience  which  but  cemented  more  closely  the 
bonds  between  him  and  his  fellowmen.  As  a 
preacher  he  was  fearless  in  the  exposition  of  the 
Word  of  God,  and  the  fruitful  results  of  his  'work 
brought  him  comfort  and  encouragement. 

On  Feb.  26,  1837,  Rev.  Jeremiah  Potter  married 
Mary  A.  Salisbury,  who  was  born  jMay  24,  1819, 
daughter  of  David  and  iNlary  (Potter)  Salisbury, 
and  she  survived  her  husband,  dying  at  Anthony 
Alarch  31,  1901  ; she  was  buried  beside  him  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery  at  that  place.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  David  A.,  born  April  15,  1839,  who 
died  July  23d  of  that  year;  Dexter  B.,  born  Aug. 
23,  1840;  a son,  born  in  1843,  died  that  year; 
John  L.,  born  Oct.  26,  1845,  who  had  just  begun 
the  study  of  medicine  when  he  died,  March  10, 
1866;  and  Cynthia,  born  Feb.  20,  1848.  The  last 
named  is  unmarried  and  resides  at  Anthony,  where 
she  is  active  in  social  circles,  being  a member  of 
the  Coventry  Literary  and  Social  Club,  and  having 
been  president  of  the  Coventry  Women’s  Club. 

(VII)  Hon.  Dexter  Burton  Potter,  son  of 
Rev.  Jeremiah  and  Mary  A.  (Salisbury)  Potter, 
was  born  Aug.  23,  1840,  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and 
married  July  24,  1883,  Emily  H.  Allen,  daughter 
of  Hezekiah  and  Emeline  (Abbey)  Allen.  Mr. 
Potter  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  locality  of  his  boyhood,  which  he 
furthered  in  the  River  Point  Classical  Academy 
and  East  Greenwich  Academy,  one  of  the  somewhat  • 
noted  New  England  schools.  Prior  to  entering 
upon  his  life  work  he  himself  did  some  teaching 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  town.  After  his  gradu- 
ation he  became  a student  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Ira  O.  Seamans,  Esq.,  in  the  town  of  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  and  later  with  iSIessrs.  B.  X.  & S.  S.  Lapham, 
in  Providence.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar  Dec.  4,  1868,  and  to  the  -Bar  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  court,  Nov.  15,  1871.  Since 
his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  has  successfully  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  Providence  and  has  acted 
as  counsel  in  a large  number  of  important  cases, 
having  a constantly  increasing  office  practice.  In 
short,  Mr.  Potter  has  long  since  established  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a lawyer,  and  in  the  mean- 
time won  his  way  to  honorable  public  position. 

In  his  native  town,  Scituate,  iSIr.  Potter  served 
the  public  in  various  capacities,  as  trial  justice, 
town  moderator  and  member  of  the  school  com- 
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mittee,  and  later  was  town  moderator  of  Coventry 
for  some  half  dozen  years.  He  was  elected  a Rep- 
resentativ'e  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
from  Coventry  in  1871  and  1872,  and  a senator  in 
1873  and  1874,  declining  a re-election  in  1875.  He 
was  again  elected  a representative  in  1876,  1877 
and  1878,  and  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  House  in 
1877  1878.  He  was  again  elected  to  the  Senate 

in  1879.  While  speaker  for  two  years,  which  in- 
cluded six  sessions,  two  special,  he  never  once  left 
the  chair  to  engage  in  debates,  was  never  absent 
a day's  session,  and  never  had  a ruling  questioned 
or  appealed  from  by  any  member  of  the  House.  It 
is  hut  just  to  Mr.  Potter  to  say  that  his  career  as 
a legislator  and  senator  was  marked  by  faithful, 
able  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  those 
offices.  His  legal  attainments,  coupled  with  his 
high  sense  of  honor,  have  secured  him  a large  mea- 
sure of  professional  success.  In  political  sentiment 
he  is  a Republican. 

Mr.  Potter  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  has  officially  served  that  body,  his 
eligibility  to  the  organization  coming  through  his 
great-grandfather,  Capt.  John  Potter,  referred  to 
in  the  foregoing.  He  has  in  his  possession  two 
commissions  issued  to  Capt.  John  Potter,  the  first, 
dated  July  29,  1780,  appointing  him  lieutenant  of 
h'irst  Company  of  Train  Band  of  the  town  of 
Scituate,  the  second,  dated  June  4,  1781,  making 
him  captain.  Both  are  signed  by  W.  Greene,  Gov- 
ernor. Mr.  Potter  is  a member  of  the  ]\Iasonic 
fraternity,  has  been  worshipful  master  of  Man- 
chester Lodge,  No.  12,  marshal  in  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  district  deputy  grand  master.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Providence  Bar  Club,  serving  as  i)resident 
of  the  same  for  the  past  ten  years  and  for  many 
years  as  one  of  its  executive  committee,  and  is  also 
a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  Association. 
During  the  earlier  part  of  his  career  he  was  for 
many  years  a member  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum,  an 
ancient  literary  and  debating  society  of  Providence. 

For  a number  of  ; ears  Mr.  Potter  was  counsel 
for  the  Providence  Telephone  Company,  of  which 
he  was  also  a director,  and  in  1896  was  elected 
president  of  that  company,  succeeding  the  late 
Henry  C.  Cranston.  He  was  also  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  .\merican  Enamel  Company,  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  in  April,  1906,  was  elected  jmesident 
thereof,  succeeding  the  late  IMayor  Augustus  S. 
Miller.  He  is  a member  of  the  University,  Hope 
and  Art  Clubs,  the  Squantum  Association,  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  and  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design.  He  attends  and  is  a pew 
holder  in  the  Central  Congregational  Church. 

ANGUS  jM.\cLEOD.  One  of  the  business  insti- 
tutions of  which  the  people  of  Newport  feel  justly 
proud  in  these  days  is  “The  Boston  Store,’’  which 
carries  one  of  the  largest  stocks  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  The  careers  of  the  two  gentlemen 


who  are  its  presiding  geniuses  present  many  points 
of  similarity,  as  may  be  learned  by  reference  to  the 
extended  sketches  of  each  given  in  this  work. 

]\Ir.  MacLeod  is  one  of  the  best-known  busi- 
ness men  and  financiers  in  Newport  county.  He 
began  life  with  little  capital  save  a goodly  amount 
of  boundless  energy  and  a resolute  purpose,  and 
has  pushed  his  way  upward  against  hindering  ob- 
stacles. In  the  best  sense  of  the  word  he  is  a 
self-made  man.  Merit  commands  recognition,  and 
the  deserving  find  doors  opening  and  the  way 
growing  plainer  as  they  go  onward.  Courage, 
fidelity,  thrift  and  integrity  are  the  prices  that  must 
be  ])aid,  and  Mr.  MacLeod  has  settled,  in  the  gold 
of  character,  in  large  and  overflowing  measure 
for  all  that  favoring  fate  or  fortune  has  brought 
him.  He  is  of  Scottish  birth,  and  inherits  those 
sterling  traits  which  are  characteristic  of  his  na- 
tionality. 

The  theory  generally  accepted  as  to  the  origin 
of  the  MacLeods,  as  that  of  most  of  the  other  High- 
land clans,  is  that  they  are  of  foreign  origin — de- 
scended from  the  early  Norwegian  Kings  of  Man. 
INlr.  MacLeod’s  ancestors,  according  to  MacKen- 
zie's  “History  of  the  MacLeods,”  were  the  first 
of  the  Norse  race  to  migrate  from  the  Island  of 
Man  to  the  Island  of  Lewis,  Scotland.  Roderick 
MacLeod,  our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather, 
bore  the  given  name  which  had  been  a prevailing 
one  in  this  branch  of  the  family,  there  being  three 
distinct  branches  .of  the  MacLeod  family  in  Scot- 
land. Among  his  children  was  Angus  Bane  Mac- 
Leod, who  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Angus  AlacLeod,  grandfather  of  Angus  Mac- 
Leod of  Newport,  was  engaged  in  fishing  and  farm- 
ing. He  married  Katherine  MacKenzie,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  over  102  years,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  children  as  follows ; Roderick,  Donald, 
Margaret  and  Isabelle. 

Roderick  MacLeod,  the  father  of  Angus  Mac- 
Leod, was  born  in  Scotland,  where  his  life  was 
spent  as  a fisherman  and  crofter  (farmer).  He 
was  a well-read  man.  self-educated,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  being  familiarly 
known  as  the  “Pope  of  Lewis  Island.”  He  took 
a great  interest  in  the  adjudication  of  accession  of 
lands  in  Scotland.  Being  a fluent  and  able  speaker, 
he  was  frequently  sent  to  London  to  s])eak  on 
public  matters.  He  was  a stanch  supporter  o^ 
Gladstone,  and  on  several  occasions  the  Hon.  Jo- 
seph Chamberlain  was  a visitor  at  his  home.  He 
was  a member  of  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
F'ree  Church,  in  which  he  served  for  many  years 
as  ruling  elder  and  also  as  deacon.  He  died  in 
Scotland  in  1894,  at  an  advanced  age.  Roderick 
MacLeod  married  Anna  MacMillan,  who  died  in 
Scotland  a few  months  subsequent  to  her  husband. 
To  them  were  born  the  following  children,  all 
save  our  subject  residing,  in  Scotland:  Isabelle; 
Colin,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits ; 
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Angus;  John,  who  resides  on  a farm,  engaged  in 
the  pursuits  of  his  father,  those  of  fisherman  and 
fanner;  Annie;  and  Xorman.  who  is  also  engaged 
in  farming. 

Angus  iMacLeod  was  born  Oct.  24,  1850,  in 
Ross-Shire,  Island  of  Lewis,  Scotland,  where  had 
lived  his  ancestors  as  early  as  1292.  In  his  native 
town  he  received  his  educational  training  in  the 
common  schools,  leaving  the  same  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  Shortly  afterward  he  became  a clerk 
in  a dry  goods  store  or  shop  in  Stornoway,  where 
he  was  employed  but  a short  time,  leaving  there  to 
become  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Kenneth 
Smith,  with  whom  he  remained  eight  years.  With 
this  employer  his  cajiabilities  were  soon  recognized, 
and  he  was  soon  put  into  full  charge  of  the  store, 
although  he  was  the  youngest  of  the  four  clerks 
who  entered  the  employ  of  iSIr.  Smith  at  the  same 
time. 

In  1873  Mr.  MacLeod  went  to  Glasgow  to  seek 
employment,  and  was  there  but  two  days,  when 
he  engaged  to  come  to  America  as  a clerk  in  the 
‘‘Loston  Store,"  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  owned  by 
Callendar,  }^lacAuslan  & Troup.  Sailing  from 
Glasgow  and  arriving  at  Providence,  he  im- 
mediately entered  the  employ  of  the  above  named 
firm,  with  whom  he  remained  a little  over  four 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1877  Mr.  IMacLeod,  in  com- 
pany with  a fellow-clerk,  Peter  King,  came  to  New- 
port to  look  over  the  town  with  a view  of  estab- 
lishing a dry  goods  store  in  the  latter  city  on  their 
own  account.  With  their  savings,  which  com- 
bined amounted  to  less  than  $1,000.  they  started 
“The  Boston  Store”  of  Newport,  _ King  & Alac- 
Leod,  proprietors.  From  so  small  a beginning, 
and  with  but  a clerk  or  two,  the  business  has 
rapidly  and  steadily  grown,  until  now  " The  Boston 
Store"  has  no  superior  in  any  city  of  equal  size. 
In  1896  the  business  was  incorporated  under^  the 
laws  of  Rhode  Island  as  the  King-MacLeod  Com- 
pany, with  a capitalization  of  $100,000,  and  with  the 
following  officers  : Peter  King,  president ; Angus 
MacLeod,  treasurer ; Robert  Morley,  secretary,  and 
D.  L.  MacLarren,  superintendent. 

Mr.  MacLeod  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  institutions  of 
his  adopted  city.  He  is  a director  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Newport  Trust  Company;  a director  of 
the  Newport  branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Com- 
pany, of  Providence  ; a director  of  the  x\quidneck 
National  Bank;  a director  and  vice-president  of 
the  Aquidneck  Mutual  Insurance  Company ; a di- 
rector and  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Newport  and 
Wdckford  Railway  and  Steamboat  Company  ; a di- 
rector of  the  New'port  Water  Works;  a director 
of  the  Newport  Illuminating  Company;  a director 
of  the  Fall  River  and  Newport  Street  Railway 
Company;  was  one  of  the  incorpoiators  of  the 
Newport  Hospital,  and  of  the  Savings  Bank  of 
Newport.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Joliet  Dry 
Goods  Company,  of  Joliet,  111.,  which  was  estab- 
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lished  in  1891,  a branch  of  "The  Boston  Store"  of 
Newport. 

Mr.  MacLeod  is  a member  of  the  Historical 
Society,  the  Natural  History  Society  and  the  Horti- 
cultural Society,  and  also  a member  and  director 
of  the  Redwood  Library,  all  of  Newport.  He  is, 
of  course,  a member  of  Clan  MacLeod  and  St. 
Andrew's  Society  of  the  Scottish  Clans,  and  is  also 
a member  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal 
Arcanum.  Always  awake  to  the  needs  of  the  race, 
and  feeling  keenly  the  necessity  for  action  con- 
cerning that  fell  destroyer,  consumption,  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  interest  himself  in  the  formation 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Association  of  Newport,  and 
is  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  and  one  of 
the  board  of  council  of  the  same. 

In  pclitical  views  Mr.  AlacLeod  is  a stanch 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  never  sought  political  preferment,  but  at 
the  solicitation  of  his  many  friends  and  admirers 
he  accepted  the  nomination  for  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Newport  in  1902.  He  was  defeated  by  a nomi- 
nal majority.  In  1906,  at  the  first  election  held 
under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city  of  Newport, 
Mr.  IMacLeod  was  elected  a member  of  the  repre- 
sentative council  from  the  Second  ward  for  the 
three-year  term. 

Mr.  MacLeod  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
United  Congregational  Church,  to  which  he  gives 
a liberal  support,  and  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes 
an  active  part.  He  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  for  five  years,  and  has  served 
on  the  church  committee  for  several  years.  He 
was  a member  of  the  finance  committee  for  a period, 
and  refused  the  office  of  deacon  of  the  church  when 
it  was  tendered  to  him. 

Mr.  iSIacLeod  was  married,  March  15,  1877,  to 
Miss  Jessie  MacKenzie,  daughter  of  Capt.  William 
iMacKenzie,  of  Stornoway,  Scotland,  and  to  this 
happy  union  came  children  as  follows : Katherine, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; Christine,  who 
was  married  Oct.  17,  1906,  to  Edward  Gould 
Chace,  son  of  Arnold  Buffum  Chace,  of  Providence  ; 
Norman  iSIurray,  who  graduated  from  Harvard 
Medical  College  in  June,  1905,  and  is  now  house 
officer  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital ; William,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University  and  later  of  Har- 
vard Law  School,  class  of  1907 ; Roderick,  a stu- 
dent in  the  Rogers  high  school  of  Newport;  Jessie, 
also  a student  in  Rogers  high  school ; and  Angus, 
Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Mrs.  Jes- 
sie MacLeod,  the  mother  of  this  family,  passed 
away  Aug.  6,  1907,  at  the  family  home  on  Rhode 
Island  avenue,  Newport.  A city  paper,  comment- 
ing upon  her  death,  said ; “The  deceased  had  spent 
practically  all  her  married  life  .in  Newport,  and 
had  a wide  circle  of  friends  here.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Congregational  Church  and 
interested  in  its  various  phases  of  w^ork.  Devoting 
the  greater  part  of  her  energies  to  her  family,  she 
was  at  her  best  in  her  home,  where  her  lovable 


638 


RHODE  ISLAND 


personality  had  full  sway.  She  was  specially  de- 
voted to  her  children  and  their  friends.” 

Personally  Mr.  iNIacLeod  is  a man  of  cultured 
tastes,  with  a refined,  yet  democratic  manner  which 
has  always  been  one  of  his  strong  characteristics. 
He  possesses  a genial,  affable  manner,  void  of  su- 
perfiuous  dignity,  and,  whether  in  his  office  or  on 
the  street,  his  manner  is  always  the  same.  He 
conducts  his  business  according  to  strict  rules.  De- 
ception of  his  customers  is  never  allowed,  and  his 
methods  have  been  such  as  to  make  his  commercial 
character  a standard  in  Newport.  There  is  prob- 
ably not  a store  in  the  New  England  States  that 
more  thoroughly  holds  and  retains  the  confidence 
of  its  patrons  than  "The  Boston  Store,'’  of  which 
2vlr.  MacLeod  is  one  of  the  proprietors. 

HON.  NICHOLAS  N.  SPINK,  who  passed 
from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors,  Feh.  21,  1896, 
was  for  many  years  one  of  North  Kingstown’s 
l)rominent  business  men,  and  occupied  a high  place 
in  the  confidence  of  all  his  fellow  townsmen.  The 
name  he  bore  has  been  a familiar  one  in  Rhode 
Island  since  the  earliest  days  of  that  Colony. 

Robert  Spink  was  an  Englishman,  horn  in 
1615,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  sailed  from 
London  for  America.  His  first  years  in  the  New 
World  are  veiled  in  oblivion,  hut  from  1648  to 
1665  there  are  records  of  him  at  Newport  and 
Portsmouth.  He  settled  in  that  latter  year  at  North 
Kingstown,  where  his  descendants  have  been  found 
ever  since.  He  died  probably  early  in  1695,  as  his 
will  was  proved  March  27,  1695.  His  wife,  Alice, 
bore  him  ten  children,  Robert,  John,  Shihna,  Nicho- 
las, Samuel.  Ishmael,  Benjamin,  Margaret,  Sarah 
and  Elizabeth. 

John  Spink,  a descendant  of  the  settler  and  a 
son  of  one  Robert,  was  boni  Sept,  i,  1700.  His 
first  wife  was  Sarah  Tibbetts,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Margaret,  born  Sept,  ii,  1725.  By  his  .sec- 
ond wife,  Hannah  Carpenter,  there  was  a large 
family,  namely:  Samuel,  horn  Dec.  31,  1729; 
Ishmael,  Feb.  12,  1731;  Oliver,  Dec.  23,  1733; 
John,  J^Iarch  21,  1736;  Sarah,  Oct.  9,  1738;  Nicho- 
las, Jan.  24,  1743  (deceased  in  April,  1807)  ; Silas, 
iMarch  3,  1745;  and  Hannah,  July  23,  1746. 

Nicholas  Spink  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Boone.  His  death  occurred  in  April, 
1807.  He  and  his  wife  had  twelve  children, 
namely:  Hannah,  born  in  January,  1770,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Fry  ; John,  born  June  22,  1771,  who 
married  Catherine  Allen;  iNIary,  born  iNIarch  25. 
1773,  who  married  Jonathan  Reynolds,  and  died 
Feh.  23.  1851  ; Samuel,  born  Feb.  17,  1775,  who 
married  Barbara  Lindsley ; Christopher,  born  March 
15  or  17,  1777,  who  married  Hannah,  daughter,  of 
Nicholas  C.  Northup,  and  died  March  16.  1832; 
Boone,  born  April  15.  1779,  who  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  George  Tennant ; Nicholas,  born  Feb. 
1 1,  1781,  who  married  Hannah  Potter;  Ann,  horn 
Jan.  10,  1783,  who  married  Samuel  Scott,  and 


died  Oct.  24,  1825;  Lucy,  born  Jan.  5,  1785,  who 
married  James  McKenzie;  William,  born  July  12, 
1786,  who  married  Sally  Bissell ; Franklin,  born 
March  27,  1788,  who  married  Mercy  or  Mary 
Dyer;  and  Martha,  born  July  24,  1790,  who  married 
(first)  Christopher  Allen,  and  (second)  Jonathan 
Nh  x\rnold. 

Christopher  Spink,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two,  married  Nov.  2,  1809,  Hannah  Northup)  who 
was  horn  Oct.  31,  1777;  she  died  Jan.  17,  1849. 
Six  children  were  horn  to  them,  viz. : Nicholas 
N.,  horn  Aug.  20,  1810;  Frances  Ann,  March  24, 
1812  (died  June  8,  1834)  ; Samuel  B.,  April  13,. 
1814  (died  May  30,  1819)  ; Lucy  M.,  May  25, 
1817  (who  married  (first)  William  D.  Upham, 
(second)  Ormando  Howard,  and  died  July  3, 
1884)  ; Hannah  A.,  Sept.  20,  1820  (died  Alarch 
8,  1841,  wife  of  James  Fldred)  ; and  Christopher 
C.,  Sept.  24,  1826  (who  died  in  California  in 
i«5o). 

Nicholas  N.  Spink  was  born  in  “The  Elms,” 
the  family  homestead  on  West  Main  street.  Wick- 
ford,  Aug.  20,  1810.  He  supplemented  the  school- 
ing received  in  that  village  by  attending  the  acad- 
emy at  Plainfield,  Conn.,  which  in  those  days  had 
a very  high  reputation.  On  returning  home,  he 
entered  his  father's  grocery  store,  and  remained 
so  occui)ied  until  he  was  selected  for  the  position 
of  cashier  of  the  Narragansett  Bank.  When  that 
bank  was  consolidated  with  another  and  the  two 
reorganized  as  the  VV'ickford  National  Bank,  Mr. 
Spink  was  retained  as  cashier  of  the  new  institution, 
continuing  to  serve  till  1883,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  resign  all  the  heavier  responsi- 
bilities of  life. 

Throughout  his  life  Air.  Spink  was  a man  who 
watched  closely  the  course  of  public  events,  and 
held  well-considered  views  on  all  topics  relating 
to  local  matters,  so  that  his  opinions  carried 
weight  in  the  community.  In  his  earlier  years  he 
had  taken  an  active  part,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  officials  the  town  ever  had.  He  succeeded  . 
Jonathan  Reynolds  as  town  clerk,  and  served  from 
1836  till  1843,  when  he  was  ordered  South  for 
his  health.  So  efficient  and  thoroughly  satisfac- 
tory had  been  his  term  of  office  to  everyone,  that, 
later  on,  after  his  return,  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
position  by  the  consent  of  both  political  parties, 
and  served  again  from  June,  i860,  to  June,  1873. 
His  deepest  interests,  however,  were  in  religious 
matters.  Baptized  into  the  Baptist  Church  in  1843, 
he  was  ever  afterward  an  ardent  supporter  of  that 
faith.  When  the  Baptist  Chapel  was  started,  he 
had  a half  interest  in  the  property,  hut  in  1895, 
less  than  a year  before  his  death,  he  transferred  his 
rights  to  the  parent  church. 

On  July  12,  1837,  by  Rev.  B.  C.  Grafton,  Mr. 
Spink  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Huldah  Ann 
Weeden,  who  was  horn  Alay  ii,  1813,  daughter 
of  Peleg  and  Mary  (Fowler)  Weeden;  she  died 
Nov.  28,  1893,  the  mother  of  six  children,  as  fol- 
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lows : Benjamin  Weeden,  mentioned  below,  born 
April  2,  1838;  Frances  Ann,  who  died  Feb.  17, 
1843;  Mary  Fowler,  who  died  April  25,  1842; 
Frances  Ann  (2)  ; Christopher,  born  Dec.  23,  1848, 
. who  died  April  19,  1850;  and  Mary  Fowler  (2). 

Benjamin  Weeden  Spink,  born  in  Wick- 
ford,  in  1838,  while  still  a boy  was  sent  to  an 
academy  at  Townsend,  Vt. ; at  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
entered  the  Leland  & Grey  Seminary,  and  remained 
; there  three  years  before  commencing  his  business 
) career.  He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  his  con- 
! nection  with  the  firm  of  Oliver  Johnson  &•  Co.,  of 
Providence,  began,  and  when  only  twenty-one  was 
taken  into  partnership,  continuing  in  that  business 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was 
a Miss  Clara  Foster  Arnold,  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, namely : Clara  Tucker,  Mrs.  William  A. 
Dyer,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; Edith  Weeden,  Mrs. 
Walter  A.  Potter,  of  Providence ; Nicholas  Carr, 
of  Providence ; and  Marion  Arnold,  Mrs.  George 
C.  Hinckley,  of  Providence. 

DR.  JOHN  LOVELL  SPRAGUE,  Jr.,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families  of  the  State,  and  traces  his  line  of  an- 
cestry through  John  L.,  Rufus  and  Welcome  to 
Rufus  Sprague. 

Rufus  Sprague,  who  was  a resident  of  Provi- 
dence, served  as  deputy  sheriff  and  later  as  high 
sheriff  of  the  County  of  Providence.  On  account 
of  poor  health  he  removed  to  Johnston,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  be- 
ing buried  in  a private  yard  on  his  farm. 

Welcome  Sprague,  son  of  Rufus,  was  a carpenter 
and  resided  in  Warwick,  Cranston  and  Johnston, 
his  death  occurring  in  the  latter  town,  where  he 
was  buried.  ' He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Peck,  who  bore  him  one  child,  a son, 
Jenckes,  who  removed  to  the  eastern  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  there  died,  leaving  descendants.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Ruth'  Collins,  who  sur- 
vived him  some  years,  dying  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  Rufus,  in  Providence.  The  children  born  to 
the  second  marriage  were : Celinda,  who  married 
Joseph  Hoyle,  and  resided  at  Simmonsville,  in 
Johnston ; Sylvia,  who  married  Thomas  Smith,  also 
residing  in  Johnston  ; and  Rufus. 

Rufus  Sprague  was  born  in  the  town  of  Crans- 
ton, and  was  a boy  when  his  father  removed  to 
Johnston,  there  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a farm  in  that  town, 
which  he  sold  after  clearing  away  the  timber.  He 
removed  to  Providence  in  1852,  which  city  was  his 
home  the  remainder  of  his  life,  he  being  engaged  in 
the  building  and  selling  of  houses  and  the  develop- 
ment of  real  estate.  Success  attended  his  efforts. 
He  was  a self-made  man  and  a splendid  man  for 
business.  He  was  a member  of  the  Six  Principle 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Sprague  married  Lavina  V. 
Lovell,  a native  of  Scituate,  and  she  died  in  Provi- 
dence, the  mother  of  these  children : George  W . 


was  a farmer  and  died  unmarried  in  Providence ; 
one  died  in  infancy ; William  A. ; John  L.,  a carpen- 
ter and  builder  of  Providence,  married  Sarah  M., 
daughter  of  Asahel  Peck;  Sheldon  P.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  East  Providence, 
married  (first)  Mary  Reynolds,  and  (second) 
Elizabeth  Toombs ; Arnold  P.,  a mechanic  who  re- 
sided at  Pawtuxet,  where  he  died,  married  Sarah 
Sprague ; Abby,  widow  of  Henry  A.  Barnes,  resides 
in  Providence;  Celinda,  who  was  the  second  wife 
of  Frank  Barrows,  died  in  Providence;  Mary  E., 
who  married  Prof.  James  K.  Allen,  resides  in  Prov- 
idence; Lavina,  first  wife  of  Frank  Barrows,  died 
in  Providence ; Albert,  a painter  in  Johnston,  mar- 
ried (first)  Sarah  Cole,  (second)  Ida  Smith;  and 
Rufus  G.,  a carpenter  of  Providence,  married  Eliza- 
beth Logan. 

William  A.  Sprague,  son  of  Rufus,  was  born 
June  9,  1832,  in  Johnston,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  until  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  en- 
tered Smithville  Seminary  at  North  Scituate,  under 
Quimby  and  Coburn.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion he  taught  school  for  nine  sessions  in  Coventry 
and  Cranston,  but  gave  up  this  profession  to  engage 
in  the  carpentering  business,  beginning  the  build- 
ing of  houses  in  Providence  and  surrounding  towns, 
an  occupation  he  has  followed  to  the  present  time. 
For  about  two  years  he  was  employed  by  his  brother, 
John  L.  Sprague,  but  since  that  time  has  been  en- 
gaged on  his  own  account,  building  houses  and  dis- 
posing thereof,  and  at  this  time  owns  a large  num- 
ber of  houses  which  he  rents.  He  has  also  done 
contract  work  for  other  people. 

Mr.  Sprague  was  married  (first)  in  Natick  to 
Katherine  A.  Wood,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Wood  ; 
she  died  in  Providence,  leaving  one  child,  Walter 
E.,  who  married  a Miss  Hammett,  and  resides  in 
Providence,  where  he  looks  after  his  father’s  affairs. 
Mr.  Sprague’s  second  marriage  was  to  Bessie  A. 
Wood,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  one  daughter  was 
born  to  this  union,  M.  Alice.  With  the  exception 
of  a short  time,  Mr.  Sprague  has  been  a resident 
of  his  present  vicinity  ever  since  coming  to  Provi- 
crence,  and  built  his  present  home  about  thirty-six 
years  ago.  In  his  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but 
in  local  matters  .votes  for  the  man  and  not  the  party. 
He  is  prominent  fraternally,  as  a member  of  Cres- 
cent Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  through  all  the 
chairs  of  that  body.  He  attends  the  Auburn  Free 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is  a Deacon,  and  his 
wife  is  also  a member  of  that  faith.  They  are  much 
esteemed  in  their  community. 

John  L.  Sprague,  son  of  Rufus  and  father  of 
Dr.  John  Lovell,  of  Providence,  was  born  in  John- 
ston, R.  I.,  and  has  successfully  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  contractor  and  builder  in  Providence.  He 
is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a Shriner ; is 
connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  first  Past 
Noble  Grand  of  Crescent  Lodge,  ’and  is  a member 
of  the  West  Side  Club.  Mr.  Sprague  married  Sarah 
M.,  daughter  of  Asahel  Peck,  and  to  them  have  been 
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born  these  children  : Edna  Isabel ; Nettie,  who  died 
in  infancy ; Sarah  Lulu,  who  married  Amos  W. 
Hazard,  and  has  children — Amos  \V.,  Jr.,  Glen- 
dolin,  [Mildred  A.  and  Aline;  and  John  Lovell,  Jr. 
Mr.  Sprague  is  a Republican,  was  a member  of  the 
Board  of  License  Commissioners  of  Providence  for 
eight  years,  being  its  chairman,  and  he  so  continued 
until  the  board  was  abolished. 

Dr.  John  Lovell  Sprague,  Jr.,  was  born  June  16, 
1870,  in  Providence,  where  his  early  education  was 
. secured  in  the  public  schools.  After  graduating 
. from  the  high  school.  Dr.  Sprague  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  at  Harvard,  graduating  in  1893, 
and  in  1894  took  a post-graduate  course  there.  In 
the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Providence,  and  today  he  is  one 
of  the  leading  younger  physicians  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Sprague  is  a member  of  the  Harvard  Medi- 
cal School  Alumni  Association,  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
the  Providence  Medical  Spciety,  the  Masons  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  all  of  .which  organiza- 
tions he  is  exceedingly  popular,  as,  indeed  he  is 
wherever  known.  Dr.  Sprague  is  a Republican, 
and  for  the  past  seven  years  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  of  Providence. 

On  Ai)ril  2,  1902.  Dr.  John  Lovell  Sprague,  Jr., 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Smith  Stone, 
daughter  of  W'insor  Stone,  of  Providence,  who 
was  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  White 
Stone  [Mills  of  Providence,  in  which  city  he  died. 
Dr.  Sprague  has  been  very  successful  professionally, 
and  has  gained  a position  of  importance  as  a general 
practitioner.  Both  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Sprague 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  holding 
the  office  of  vestryman  in  the  Church  of  the  Epiph- 
any at  Providence,  while  Mrs.  Sprague  belongs  to 
Grace  parish. 

JEREMIAH  BRIGGS,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  manufacturers  of  jewelry  in  Rhode  Island, 
was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  Aug.  13,  1818, 
and  died  May  18,  1903,  at  his  home.  No.  75  Pitman 
street.  Providence,  where  he  had  lived  for  forty- 
one  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Lois 
(Dean)  Briggs,  the  former  a sea  captain,  born  and 
reared  in  East  Greenwich,  and  who  met  his  death 
in  Cuba  from  yellow  fever,  before  his  son  was 
born. 

Jeremiah  Briggs,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
spent  his  early  school  days  in  Centreville.  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  came  to  Providence  to 
learn  the  jeweler’s  trade  with  Americus  V.  Potter, 
one  of  the  oldest  jewelers,  from  whom  he  severed 
his  relations  to  become  an  employe  of  Sackett  & 
Willard,  and  afterward  was  with  J.  Bassett  Nichols, 
whose  factory  was  on  Clemence  street.  For  about 
three  years  he  worked  at  the  business  in  New  York 
for  the  firm  of  Peck  & Co.  The  panic  of  1837, 
however,  closed  up  that  business,  and  he  returned 
to  Providence  and  became  an  employe  of  Pardon 


Tabor,  a then  well  known  silversmith.  From  1840 
to  1844  he  was  again  obliged  to  abandon  the 
jewelry  business  on  account  of  a general  depression 
of  business,  during  which  time  he  performed  cleri- 
cal work.  From  these  labors,  he  again  entered  the 
jewelry  field  as  an  employe  of  Christopher  [M. 
Potter  and  A.  ]M.  Eldred,  following  which  he  was 
three  years  with  the  old  firm  of  Stone  & Weaver.- 
In  the  shop  of  Christopher  M.  Potter,  then  located 
on  Friendship  street,  he  served  as  foreman  until 
1854.  Following  these  experiences  in  jewelry 
manufacturing  he  started  in  business  for  himself 
near  the  corner  of  Clifford  and  Page  streets,  sub- 
sequently removing  to  Orange  street,  where  in  1856 
he  united  with  W'alter  S.  Hough  and  Calvin  Stone, 
forming  the  firm  of  Briggs,  Hough  & Stone, 
Hough  retiring,  the  firm  became  Briggs  & Stone, 
which  in  1857,  in  consequence  of  the  existing  panic, 
also  ceased  to  do  business.  He  resumed  business, 
however,  on  Orange  street,  making  goods  for  J. 
F.  Hopkinson  & Co.,  and  subsequently  became  the 
superintendent  of  that  firm’s  factory. 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Briggs  had  been  known 
by  the  trade  as  a manufacturer  of  jewelry,  but  he 
had  made  for  his  own  use  what  was  known  as 
sweat  plate,  a form  of  rolled  plated  stock,  deriving 
his  knowledge  of  the  art  from  an  employe  named 
Titcomb.  If  not  the  first  manufacturer  of  this  class 
of  plated  stock  he  was  among  the  first,  and  sold 
it  as  a matter  of  accommodation  to  other  manu- 
facturing jewelers.  Believing  that  there  was  a 
field  for  this  work  he  embarked  in  the  business  in 
1862,  with  E.  Halsey  Reynolds.  For  four  years 
his  shop  was  located  on  Orange  street,  and  later  at 
No.  44  Page  street,  whence  he  removed  in  1868 
to  No.  87  Friendship  street.  He  removed  again, 
to  No.  224  Eddy  street,  where,  after  a stay  of  six 
years,  a final  removal  placed  the  business  in  its 
present  location  at  No.  65  Clifford  street.  In  1878, 
by  the  admission  of  his  son,  Mr.  Charles  Briggs, 
as  a partner,  the  firm  became  J.  Briggs  & Son. 
The  business  was  incorporated  as  J.  Briggs  & Sons 
Co.  in  1890,  composed  of  Jeremiah  Briggs  and  his 
sons  Charles  and  George.  Mr.  Briggs  remained 
actively  engaged  in  the  business  until  1890,  when 
he  practically  retired,  but  he  continued  to  manifest 
a deep  and  abiding  interest  in  its  success.  He  was 
president  of  the  incorporation  from  the  time  of  its 
organization  until  his  death.  Mr.  Briggs  was  a 
man  of  unusual  mechanical  abilities,  and  possessed 
a large  amount  of  energy  and  perseverance,  which 
enabled  him  to  overcome  many  difficulties  and  to 
introduce  many  improvements  in  the  business  that 
not  only  produced  better  stock,  but  at  much  less 
cost  than  was  possible  by  other  processes.  He  in- 
vented a number  of  special  machines  which  enabled 
his  company  to  make  a great  variety  of  stock  which 
jewelers  coiild  utilize.  Among  his  inventions  may 
be  mentioned  the  “Turk’s  head”  and  a peculiar 
kind  of  grinding  machine  for  preparing  stock  for 
plating. 
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Mr.  Briggs  was  a man  of  kind  heart,  affable 
in  disposition,  and  of  strict  integrity.  At  the  time 
of  the  Dorr  war  he  was  a corporal  in  a local  military 
company  wdiich  was  stationed  at  the  State  Arsenal, 
on  Benefit  street.  He  was  a stanch  Republican, 
but  declined  all  public  honors  of  every  description, 
taking  greater  pleasure  in  his  home  than  in  any  of 
these,  and  devoting  his  energies  solely  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  business. 

On  May  25,  1848,  Mr.  Briggs  married  Desire 
Jane  Gardiner,  wdio  was  born  Sppt.  15,  1823,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Amy  Gardiner,  of  Newport, 
and  she  died  June  7,  1889,  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren : Charles  married  Emily  E.  Robertson  and 
resides  in  Providence,  the  father  of  tw'O  children, 
Marion  Gardiner  and  Cecilia  Robertson  Cotton; 
Ella  E.  is  the  wddow  of  Nicholas  B.  Young;  George 
resides  in  Providence,  and  has  one  son,  George, 
Jr.;  Emily  Martin  married  Stephen  L.  Malone,  of 
Georgia,  and  is  the  mother  of  tw'O  children,  Eleanor 
and  Charles  Briggs  Malone. 

Benjamin  Gardiner,  father  of  Mrs.  Jeremiah 
Briggs,  was  born  in  March,  1788,  and  w'as  a de- 
scendant of  George  and  Herodias  Long  (Wickes) 
Gardiner,  early  settlers  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  1. 
On  Feb.  18,  1805,  wdien  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  married  Amy  Tefft,  who  was  born  Sept.  18, 
1790.  She  died  Aug.  4,  1864,  after  a married  life 
covering  a period  of  nearly  sixty  years.  Mr. 
Gardiner  lived  in  New'port  until  her  death,  when  he 
came  to  Providence  to  live  with  his  children,  and 
there  died  April  15,  1878.  Their  children  w'ere : 
Ann  Hazard,  born  Feb.  27,  1806,  married  in  1829 
Russell  Richardson.  Abby,  born  in  1807,  died  in 
September,  1824.  Mercy  Wilkinson,  born  in  De- 
cember, 1809,  married  James  Martin  in  September, 
1833,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1882.  Honor,  born  in 
April,  1812,  died  Aug.  29,  1890;  she  w'as  married 
in  November,  1832,  to  Joseph  E.  Martin.  Anstiss, 
born  in  October,  1814.  died  in  February,  1893; 
she  married  (first)  in  Ai)ril,  1833,  iMichael  Friend, 
and  (second)  in  1844  Noah  Wickes.  William,  born 
in  March.  1817,  died  Aug.  10,  1898;  he  married 
April  II,  1842,  Elizabeth  Taber.  Desire  Jane,  born 
Sept.  15,  1823,  married  Jeremiah  Briggs.  John 
Allen,  born  Oct.  15,  1824,  went  to  California.  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  October,  1826,  died  June  30,  1881 ; 
he  married  (first)  Oct.  12,  1848,  Sophia  Palmgreen, 
and  (second)  in  1873  Deborah  Poole.  Abby  Fran- 
ces, born  Jan.  20,  1828,  married  Sept.  3,  1851, 
Thomas  E.  French,  and  died  Aug.  4,  1893. 

^ WIGHTiMAN  FAMILY.  For  four  centuries 
the  name  of  Wightman  has  been  distinguished  and 
through  all  the  generations  has  been  borne  by  men 
of  eminence  in  various  w’alks  of  life.  Such  a fam- 
ily could  not  avoid  being  noted  in  the  annals  of  the 
different  lands  which  have  been  the  scene  of  their 
achievements.  Naturally  history  turns  back  to  Ed- 
ward Wightman,  who  was  the  last  martyr  by  fire 
condemned  on  English  soil,  for  the  pretended  crime 
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of  heresy.  In  reproducing  the  following  contribu- 
tions to  the  history  of  this  family  of  Rhode  Island, 
furnished  by  James  P.  Root,  of  Providence,  the  most 
accurate  and  extensive  account  is  given. 

"^“Edw’ard  Wightman,  of  Burton-upon-Trent, 
who  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  last  martyr  by 
fire  condemned  by  heresy  on  English  soil,  was  con- 
victed Dec.  14,  1611,  before  the  Bishop  of  Lich- 
field  and  Coventry,  and,  being  delivered  to  the  secu- 
lar  power,  was  burned  at  Lichfield,  April  ii,  1612. 

He  was  the  last  who  suffered  death  in  this  way, 
though  others  have  since  died  from  the  severity  of 
persecutions  in  Prisons,  etc.  Benjamin  Brook,  in 
his  ‘Lives  of  the  Puritans’  (Vol.  I,  p.  66),  gives 
an  account  of  the  charges  brought  against  him — 
eleven  distinct  heresies,  among  which  are  ‘those  of 
the  Ebionites,  Cerinthians,  Arians  and  Anabaptists, 
and  other  heretical  and  unheard-of  opinions.’  ‘If,’ 
says  Crosby,  ‘Wightman  really  held  all  the  opinions 
laid  to  his  charge,  he  must  have  either  been  an  idiot 
or  a madman,  and  ought  to  have  had  the  prayers  of 
his  persecutors  rather  than  to  have  been  put  to  a 
cruel  death.’  Another  beside  Wightman  had  suf- 
fered death  by  fire  in  the  previous  month,  and  both 
met  their  fate  with  heroic  endurance  and  constancy.  • 
Neal,  in  his  ‘History  of  the  Puritans,’  says  that 
‘there  was  another  condemned  to  the  fire  for  the 
same  heresies  [as  Wightman],  but  the  constancy  of 
the  above-mentioned  sufferers  moving  pity  in  the 
.spectators,  it  was  thought  better  to  suffer  him  to  1 
linger  in  Newgate  than  to  awaken  too  far  the  com- 
passion of  the  people.’  It  seems  to  be  a well  authen- 
ticated tradition  in  various  branches  of  the  Wight- 
man family  of  Rhode  Island  that  the  first  settlers  of 
the  name  in  this  State  were  descended  from  this 
Edward  W'ightman.  Rev.  Daniel  Benedict,  who 
gives,  in  his  ‘History  of  the  Baptists,’  several 
sketches  of  the  various  ministers  of  this  name 
sprung  from  the  Rhode  Island  stock,  mentions  this 
family  tradition.  It  is  also  spoken  of  in  a ‘History 
of  the  Baptists  in  R.  1.,’  (published  in  R.  I.  Hist. 
Collections,  vol.  vi.,  p.  338),  this  narrative  being 
prepared  in  the  last  century. 

-^‘George  and  \’alentine  Wightman  might  have 
been  grandsons  or  great-grandsons  of  this  Edward 
W ightman. 

Daniel  Wightman  is  believed  to  have  settled 
in  Newport,  and  it  is  thought  that  he  was  one  of  the 
twenty-one  persons  who  broke  off  from  the  First  - 
Baptist  Church  in  that  place,  and  established  the 
Second  in  1656.  There  is  no  record  of  h-is  descend- 
ants. He  is  believed  to  have  been  a brother  of 
George  Wightman  of  Kings  Towne,  and  Valentine 
Wightman  of  Providence,  the  same  name  being 
variously  spelled  by  different  town  clerks — Weight- 
man,  Wightman,  Whiteman  and  Whitman. 

“IMorgan  Edwards  gives  the  names  of  the  sup- 
posed  seceders  of  1656  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
one,  but  there  were  in  reality  only  a few  persons 
who  went  off,  and  the  names  he  gives  were  those  of 
^tlie  parties  to  a deed  received  from  John  Clark,  Jan. 
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23,  1707,  which  Edwards  copied  in  their  exact 
order,  evidently  a mistake.  These  names  were  of 
the  church  members  of  a date  about  fifty  years  after 
the  secession  took  place,  and  include  that  of  Daniel 
Wightman,  then  pastor  of  the  church.  There  is 
no  evidence  of  any  other  Daniel  of  an  earlier 
period.  * * * 

(1)  "George  Wightman  (generally  spelled 
WTightman  in  early  Kings  lowne  records),  the 
other  brother,  was  born  in  1632.  He  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Narragansett  (now  North 
Kingstown),  R.  I.  He  was  made  freeman  of  that 
town.  May  6,  1673,  but  had  been  in  the  country  at 
least  ten  years  before.  He  was  several  years  a mem- 


great  Bible ; to  the  two  children  of  his  son  Daniel, 
viz.:  Daniel  and  (George)  Wightman,  fifty  shillings 
a year.  T Desire  that  all  my  deare  Ghildren  named 
be  contented  for  what  I have  given  (and  to)  take 
all  things  according  to  the  True  (intent)  and  mean- 
ing herein  and  my  desire  is  (that)  all  would  In- 
deavour  to  Live  in  the  (fear)  of  God  and  to  live  in 
peace  among  your  (selves)  the  God  of  peace  with 
you.’  His  two  sons  Daniel  and  Valentine  Wight- 
man were  appointed  executors  to  this  will.  A 
codicil  bequeathed  further  property  to  his  son 
Daniel,  and  the  will  was  proved  the  12th  day  of 

, 1722.  He  left  a considerable  prop-- 

erty. 


her  of  the  town  council  of  Kings  Towne.  He  was  ^ (H)  "Rev.  Daniel  Wightman,  son  of  George,/ 


also  a valuable  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
probably  a deacon,  as  in  his  will  he  left  ‘twenty  shil- 
lings to  buy  wine  for  the  congregation  to  celebrate 
(the  Lord’s)  Supper.’  The  name  of  his  wife  does  not 
appear  in  his  Bible  record  or  in  his  will,  which  last 
was  made  near  the  time  of  his  death,  the  last  of 
January,  1722.  From  a record  in  the  old  Family 
Bible,  which  he  bequeathed  to  his  grandson  George 
(son  of  Daniel,  of  Newport),  it  appears  that  he  was 
eighty-three  years  old  in  1715,  and  was  therefore 
born  in  1632,  fourth  month  (June).  This  Bible  is 
still  in  existence,  though  in  a dilapidated  condi- 
tion. * * * 

‘‘Children  of  George  Wightman,  Senior,  (from 
the  town  record,  family  Bible  and  his  will)  : Eliza- 
beth, born  Jan.  26.  16—  (probably  1664),  married 
Alexander  Hiding;  Aylle  (or  Alice),  born  Dec.  9, 

16 — (about  1666),  married Wright;  Daniel, 

born  Jan.  2,  1668,  was  the  pastor  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  of  Newport;  Sarah,  born  Feb.  24, 
1671,  married  (probably)  (first)  in  April,  1697, 

William  Collins,  and  (second)  Peterson; 

George,  born  Jan.  8^  1673,  married  Elizabeth 


-,  and  removed  to  Warwick;  John,  born  Aprd 
16,  1674,  married.  May  23,  1705,  Jane  Bently  (per- 
haps his  second  wife)  ; Samuel,  born  Jan.  9,  1676, 
married  (probably)  Sarah  Briggs;  and  Rev.  Valen- 
tine, born  April  16,  1681,  married  in  February, 
1703,  Susannah  Holmes. 

‘‘The  will  of  George  .Wightman,  Senior,  was 
among  the  mass  of  town  records  partially  destroyed 


Sr.,  of  Kingstown,  was  born  Jan.  2,  1668.  He  was 
pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newport, 

R.  I.  He  was  ordained  in  1701,  as  colleague  of 
Rev.  James  Clark,  the  fourth  pastor  of  the  church. 
He  became  the  fifth  pastor  in  the  succession  of  the 
ministry  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Clark  (Dec.  1, 
1736).  Benedict  and  Backus,  in  their  respective 
histories  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  speak  of  him 
as  a man  of  excellent  character.  His  colleague  and 
successor  was  Nicholas  Eyres.  Mr.  Wightman 
continued  in  office  1701 -1750.  By  the  scanty  rec- 
ords that  have  been  saved  from  the  destruction  that 
fell  upon  most  of  the  Newport  archives  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  on  examination  of  tomb- 
stones, etc.,  we  find  that  he  married  three  times: 
(i)  Catherine,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah 
y(  Borden)  Holmes,  who  was  born  1671,  and  died 

Sept.  8,  1699,  aged  twenty-eight;  (2)  Mary ~,l' 

who  was  born  1669,  and  died  Nov.  4,  1732,  aged 
sixty-three;  (3)  Katherine,  widow  of  Joseph  Gard- 
iner, born  in  1673,  who.se  husband  died  in  1736. 
She  was  a daughter  of  John  Holmes  (son  of  Rev. 
Obadiah)  and  died  Oct.  28,  1758,  aged  eighty-five. 
Rev.  D.  Wightman  died  Aug.  31,  1750.  The  fol- 
lowing inscription  is  upon  his  tombstone : ‘In  Mem- 
ory of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Daniel  Wightman  Pastor 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Newport,  holding  the  six 
principals  as  it  is  written  in  Hebrews  the  sixth,  for 
almost  fifty  years,  who  departed  this  life  August 
31st  Anno,  1750,  in  the  Eighty  Second  year  of  his/ 
age.’ 


by  fire,  but  from  the  fragments  remaining  a full  list  / “Children  of  Rev.  Daniel  Wightman  : George,/ 
of  the  children  mav  be  made  out  and  some  of  the  be-  born  about  1703,  married  Mary  Clark;  Elizabeth, 


of  the  children  may  be 
quests.  To  his  son  Valentine  he  gives  all  the  land 
he  bought  of  Joseph  Dol( liver),  to  his  son  Daniel 
part  of  the  land  upon  Great  Plain,  to  his  son  George 
‘the  farm  upon  which  said  George  dwells  with 
houses,  etc.,’  entailing  it  upon  his  posterity  ; to  his 
son  John  the  300  acres  where  he  (now  dwells)  with 

the  house,  etc. ; to  his  son  Samuel pounds  in 

money.  His  three  daughters,  Elizabeth  Hiding, 
Aylie  Wright  and  Sarah  Peterson,  were  all  re- 
membered. To  his  grandson  George,  son  of 
Daniel,  he  bequeathed  ten  pounds  in  money,  his 
gun,  and  all  his  wearing  clothes,  linen. 


born  about  1705,  married  Jan.  16,  1723,  Stephen 
Hookey,  Jr.;  and  Daniel,  born  in  1707,  died  Oct. 
12,  1728,  aged  twenty-one  years.”  \ 

I (III)  George' Wightman,  son  of  Daniel,  born^ 
in  1703,  married  Mary  Clark,  and  had  issue:  Cath- 
erine, born  in  1725 ; George,  born  Nov.  7,  1726,  mar- 
ried Dec.  21,  1746,  Elizabeth  Waite;  David,  born  in 
1728;  John,  1730;  Valentine,  1733;  Daniel,  1736,^ 
land  Samuel,  1739.  J 

^ (IV)  Col.  George  Wightman,  son  of  George,* 
born  in  1726,  married  Dec.  21,  1746,  Elizabeth 
Waite,  of  Exeter,  and  she  died  Feb.  19,  1796,  their 


his  chest  which  he  brought  from  England,  and  his  ghildren  being:  Holmes,  born  Jan.  6,  1748:  John.  ^ 
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^ March  4,  I749j  Elizabeth,  Oct.  23,  1750;  Frederick,  Samuel.  Later  he  worked  in  Wickford,  and  there 
Sept.  13,  1752;  Waite,  in  1756;  George,  Jan.  19,  followed  his  trade.  Mr.  Wightman  was  a colonel 
1758;  Mary  in  1760;  Valentine  in  1762,  and  Daniel/ of  militia,  and  commanded  a company  of  volun- 
^ 1764-  ^eers  during  the  Dorr  War.  He  lived  in  various 

(V)  George  Wightman,  son  of  George  and  houses  on  Main  street,  in  a house  on  Fowler  street, 
Elizabeth  (Waite)  Wightman,  born  Jan.  19,  1758,  and  finally  in  the  old  Fowler  homestead,  after  lo- 
married  Waity  Sweet,  daughter  of  Deacon  Sylvester  eating  in  which  he  gave  up  cabinet  making  and  en- 
Sweet,  of  East  Greenwich,  the  ceremony  being  per-  gaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  He  was  a mem- 
forrned  June  16,  177^  by  Elder  James  Wightman.  ber  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Wightman  was 
Their  children  were^  Avis,  born  Oct.  7,  1780,  mar-  high  sheriff  of  Washington  county,  and  held  various 
ried  Aug.  6,  1804, 'Jeremiah  G.  Chadsey ; George,--minor  town  offices  in  North  Kingstown.  The 
born  Dec.  ii,  1784;  Samuel  Waite,  born  Oct.  5,  children  born  to  Thomas  Sweet  Wightman  were: 
1789,  married  Hannah  Thornton;  Mary,  born  Sept.  Jane  Andrews,  born  March  13,  1825;  Christopher 
29>  I79i>  married  W'^illiam  Remington;  Daniel,  born  Fowler,  born  Aug.  27,  1827;  Susan  Weeden,  born 
March  6,  17971  Thomas  Sweet,  born  Oct.  2,  1799,  April  ii,  1830,  married  Edwin  Montgomery,  de- 
died  Aug.  25,  1880,  married  April  7,  1824,  Mary  ceased,  had  one  child,  Charles  E.  (who  died  when 
Weeden,  born  Oct.  26,  1805,  died  March  6,  1886,  six  years  of  age),  and  she  died  Aug.  19,  1906; 
^aughter  of  Peleg  and  Mary  (Fowler)  Weeden.^  Peleg  Weeden,  born  Nov.  4,  1831;  Thomas  Sweet, 
The  following  data  show  the  connection  between  born  Sept.  20,  1834,  was  a jeweler  by  trade;  Alfred 
the  Wightmans,  Weedens  and  Fowlers:  Reynolds,  born  June  30,  1836,  was  a jeweler  by 

George  Fowler,  who  died  April  14,  1792,  aged  trade,  and  died  Sept,  i,  1865;  James  Royal  Stone, 
ninety  years,  married  Mary  Cooper,  who  died  June  born  June  23,  1838,  married  Helen  Maria  Fair- 
22,  I794>  aged  eighty-four  years.  Their  son  Benja-  banks;  Benjamin  Weeden,  born  April  28,  1840,  mar- 
min  (lx)rn  Feb.  21,  1739,  and  died  Aug.  5,  ried  Mrs.  Mary  Urell;  and  Hannah  Weeden,  born 
1818)  married  (first),  June  2,  1763,  Ann  April  i,  1843,  married,  Feb.  4,  i860,  the  late  Cap- 

Case,  daughter  of  Joseph  Case  (born  Aug.  29,  1738,  tain  William  Baker,  and  she  died  May  20,  1904,  the 
died  May  16,  IJ764),  and  their  only  child  was  Anne,  mother  of  one  son,  Charles  Edwin,  born  Dec.  28, 
born  May  i,  1764;  Benjamin  Fowler  married  (sec-  1862,  (who  married  Lillian  Sweet,  has  a daughter, 
ond),  Dec.  15,  1771,  Freelove  Nichols,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Nichols,  and  she  died  May  12,  1789,  leaving 
these  children:  Benjamin  (born  April  14,  1774, 
died  Dec.  7,  1803)  ; Mary  (born  Oct.  7,  1776,  mar- 
ried Peleg  Weeden)  ; and  Christopher  (born  Nov. 

17,  1779,  was  lost  at  sea  in  September,  1804)  i Ben- 
jamin Fowler  married  (third)  Oct.  23,  1791,  Hulda 
Randal,  who  died  Dec.  16,  1811,  aged  sixty-five 
years.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  Bank,  and  in  1804  sold  West  India  goods 
at  the  corner  of  Fowler  and  Main  streets,  his  house 
on  Main  street,  having  been  erected  by  him  before 
the  Revolution. 

Peleg  Weeden,  wlto  died  Oct.  20,  1839,  mar- 


Fanny  Viola,  born  July  . 10,  1891). 

(VH)  Christopher  Fowler  Wightman,  born 
Aug.  27,  1827,  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  en- 
gaged in  a dry  goods  business,  at  No.  63  Westmin- 
ster street.  Providence,  from  which  he  retired  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war. 

(VH)  Peleg  Weeden  Wightman,  born  Nov.  4, 
1831,  died  Feb.  19,  1898.  He  attended  Washing- 
ton Academy,  and  Jan.  28,  1857,  married  Catherine 
(Babcock)  Crandall,  daughter  of  Jesse  Babcock, 
and  she  died  Aug.  14,  1902.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them:  Sarah  Maria,  born  May  18,  i860; 
Milton  James,  born  Sept.  28,  1861,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Newport  & Wickford  Railroad ; Mary 


ried  March  5,  1803,  Mary%  daughter  of  Benjamin  *Weeden,  born  Aug.  28,  1865;  and  Alfred  Reynolds, 


and  Freelove  Fowler,  and  their  children  were; 
Freelove  N.,  born  Feb.  5,  1804,  married  G.  Free- 
born, and  died  Aug.  23,  1888 ; Mary,  born  Oct.  26, 
1805,  died  March  6,  1886;  Susannah,  born  Sept.  19, 
1807,  married  Alfred  J.  Reynolds,  and  died  Nov. 
29,  1882;  Benjamin  F.,  born  Nov.  ii,  1811,  died 
Feb.  22,  1812;  Benjamin  F.  (2),  born  May  ii, 
1813,  died  Sept.  23,  1837;  Hulda  Ann,  born  May 
II,  1813,  married  N.  N.  Spink,  and  died  Nov.  28, 
1893;  and  Hannah,  born  Sept.  19,  1817,  died  Jan. 
6,  1854.  Peleg  Weeden  was  a jeweler  by  occupa- 
tion. and  was  Benjamin  Fowler’s  successor  to  the 


March  31,  1871.  Peleg  Weeden  Wightman  was 
for  many  years  a seafaring  man,  being  captain  of 
the  “Eolus,”  running  to  Newport,  later  of  the 
“Tockwogh,”  and  finally  of  the  “General,”  on  which 
latter  vessel  he  died.  He  evinced  a fondness  for 
the  water  from  his  youth,  and  upon  reaching  man’s 
estate  took  up  the  calling  of  a mariner,  obtaining  a 
berth  on  the  old  Bowen  line  of  packets  that  used  to 
sail  between  Providence  and  New  York.  Through 
his  skill  as  a pilot  in  these  waters,  Mr.  Wightman 
soon  obtained  command  of  one  of  these  craft,  and 
later  had  charge  of  a vessel  owned  by  his  father. 


presidency  of  the  Bank,  in  which  position  he  served  but  in  1871  gave  up  sailing  to  engage  in  the  work 


from  1819  until  1833. 

(VI)  Thomas  Sweet  Wightman  was  born  Oct. 
2,  1799,  and  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  lo- 
calitv,  after  leaving  which  he  went  to  Pawtuxet, 
where  he  learned  cabinet  making  with  his  brother 


of  the  construction  of  the  Newport  & Wickford 
Railroad.  After  this  work  was  completed  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  company’s  property  at  Wick- 
ford Landing,  until  he  was  induced  to  accept  the 
position  of  first  officer  on  the  steamer  “Eolus,” 
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under  Captain  Allen,  and  upon  the  latter's  death 
was  appointed  to  the  captaincy.  He  died  in  the 
pilotdiouse  of  the  ‘‘General,’’  from  the  same  cause 
as  Captain  Allen — apoplexy.  Captain  Wightman 
was  probably  more  universally  known  and  for  his 
genial  and  courtly  manner  liked  by  those  who 
sailed  with  him  than  any  other  commander  of  a 
steamer  of  similar  character  in  the  country.  Dur- 
ing the  seventeen  years  that  he  commanded  the 
steamers  of  the  Newport  & Wickford  Line  until 
about  a year  before  his  death,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  take  a brief  vacation,  he  had 
never  had  a holiday,  and  was  never  off  duty  on 
account  of  illness,  which,  considering  the  unusually 
arduous  duties  to  which  a commander  of  this  line 
is  subjected,  is  a fact  almost  unparallelled  in  steam- 
boat navigation.  Captain  Wightman  was  a mem- 
ber of  King  Solomon  Lodge  of  Masons. 

(V4II)  Sarah  Maria  \\’  ightman,  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  I’eleg  Weeden,  was  born  INIay  i8,  i860.  On 
Oct.  12,  1880,  she  married  Thomas  J.  Peirce.  Their 
children  are:  Mary  Izitt,  born  Sept.  14,  1881; 

John  I’erry  Babcock,  Feb.  5,  1883;  and  Ray- 

mond Wightman,  Aug.  i,  1892. 

(\TII)  Alfred  Reyxold.s  Wightm.vn,  son  of 
Peleg  Weeden,  was  born  in  Wickford,  R.  I.,  March 
31,  1871.  He  prepared  for  college  in  the  Rogers 
high  school  and  in  1893  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In 
1896,  he  received  the  degree  of  i\Iaster  of  Arts, 
having  in  1894  become  instructor  in  Latin  at  Mor- 
gan Park  Academy,  Chicago.  During  the  school 
year  of  1899-1900  he  was  on  leave  of  absence,  at- 
tending the  graduate  school  at  Harvard,  and  re- 
ceived in  the  latter  year  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  from  that  institution.  In  1902  he  resigned 
his  position  and  spent  two  years  in  post-graduate 
work  at  Harvard,  and  in  the  fall  of  1904,  Professor 
\\’ightman  became  instructor  in  Greek  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  \Trmont.  He  is  at  present  Latin  Master 
in  the  Cambridge  Latin  School,  a position  he  ac- 
cejited  in  the  autumn  of  1905. 

(\TI)  James  Royal  Stoxe  Wiohtmax  was 
horn  June  23,  1838,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Wickford.  Early  in  life  he  engaged 
in  sailing,  in  the  coasting  trade  beween  Wickford 
and  Providence,  on  the  “Pointer,”  “American,” 
and  “Blackstone,”  sloops,  and  the  schooners  “River 
Queen,”  ‘‘I.  B.  & F.  L.,"  “Tanner,”  “John  B. 
Howard,’’  and  “Nightingale.”  He  made  trips  to 
the  West  Indies  in  the  “Casco,”  and  the  “Ida  i\Ic- 
Leod,”  and  in  the  clipper  “Vivid  Light.”  Leaving 
the  sea  for  a time  he  went  to  work  at  the  jewelry 
house  of  Brown  & Ladd,  but  on  account  of  jll  health 
gave  this  up  and  engaged  in  carpenter  work  in 
Wickford  for  some  time.  He  became  town  ser- 
geant and  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  on  May  28, 
1890,  was  chosen  high  sheriff  of  Wasnington  coun- 
ty for  a year.  Since  1892  he  has  been  deputy 
sheriff  of  the  county.  In  politics  l\Ir.  Wightman  is 
a Democrat. 


Mr.  Wightman  married,  (first)  Dec.  24,  1863, 
Anna  Hope  Baker,  and  after  her  her  death  he  mar- 
ried (second),  June  3,  1875,  Helen  Maria  Fair- 
banks, daughter  of  Addison  Metcalf  Fairbanks  and 
granddaughter  of  James  Fairbanks,  who  was  born 
in  1756. 

HON.  JOHN  HENRY  WETHERELL,  better 
known  by  his‘  military  title  of  Colonel,  is  a self- 
made  man  who  by  sheer  force  of  character  has 
won  a very  prominent  place  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Rhode  Island.  His  long  service  in  the  State 
militia,  extending  over  a greater  period  of  time 
than  that  of  any  other  member,  has  made  him 
widel}'  known,  while  as  a representative  in  the 
Legislature  he  has  shown  ability  and  a devotion 
to  the  real  welfare  of  the  State  that  have  made 
him  a conspicuous  figure  in  the  legislative  ranks 
and  gained  him  the  entire  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents. 

Daniel  Wetherell,  father  of  the  Colonel,  was 
born  in  Newport,  and  still  makes  his  home  in  that 
city.  He  began  when  hardly  more  than  a boy  to 
follow  the  gardener’s  trade  and  has  continued  in 
that  line  practically  all  his  life.  He  married  Han- 
nah S.  Murphy,  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  fourteen  children,  as  follows : Lydia  A.,  now 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Albert  W.  Goddard, 
of  Newport;  Mary  F.,  the  wife  of  Arthur  B.  Glad- 
ding, of  Newport ; Amanda  W.,  the  widow  of 
Richard  Swan,  of  Newport ; John  Henry,  our  sub- 
ject; Robert  IM.,  who  married  Ruth  A.  Whitman, 
and  is  a farmer  in  iMiddletown,  R.  1. ; Sarah  H., 
who  died  young;  Jennie  IM.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years;  Daniel,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  who 
married  (first)  Annie  MacMahan  and  (second) 
Elizabeth  Titus;  Micah  W.  S.,  of  Newport,  who 
married  Cora  Fish;  Sarah  (2),  who  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  D.  Cay,  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  where  they  re- 
side; James  P.,  of  New  York,  who  married  Emily 
Titus ; Edward  B.,  who  died  in  infancy ; Thomas, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  B.ertha  B.,  wife  of  John 
E.  Sweeney,  of  Newjiort. 

Col.  John  Henr}-  Wetherell  was  born  in  New- 
port, R.  L,  IMay  19,  1856.  During  his  boyhood 
he  was  sent  to  the  public  schools,  but  the  family 
was  such  a large  one  that  he  was  obliged  to  begin 
earning  when  very  young.  For  several  years  the 
hoy  made  his  own  living  by  farm  work  or  other 
occupations,  doing  whatever  came  to  him,  and  when 
about  seventeen  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a car- 
riage maker  with  Olney  Read,  on  Richmond  street. 
Providence.  He  worked  there  two  years  and  for 
another  twelvemonth  with  a man  named  McFar- 
land, at  Taunton,  i\lass.  By  the  time  he  was  twenty 
he  had  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  carriage  building,  and  as  he  was  a young 
man  of  unusual  pluck,  energy  and  thrift,  as  well 
as  a very  ambitious  one,  he  determined  to  start 
in  business  on  his  own  account.  His  beginning, 
made  in  1876,  was  a very  modest  one.  for  he  started 
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his  carriage  building  and  repairing  establishment 
on  a small  scale,  but  the  patronage  accorded  him 
increased  steadily  from  the  first,  his  work  soon 
gaining  a reputation  for  thoroughness.  At  the 
present  time  he  employs  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
skilled  mechanics  and  has  two  establishments,  the 
main  one  at  No.  7 Sherman  street  and  a branch 
at  No.  12  East  Bowery,  street.  He  does  the  finest 
kind  of  carriage  building  and  repairing  and  is 
also  the  Newport  agent  for  Brewster  & Co.,  car- 
riage builders  of  New  York. 

Colonel  Wetherell’s  military  career  dates  back 
to  Jan.  12,  1874,  when  he  joined  the  Newport  Light 
Infantry  as  a private,  for  three  years.  Before  his 
time  had  expired  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Newport  Artillery  Company,  in  which  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  adjutant.  Now  the  oldest  member 
of  the  State  militia  in  point  of  service,  he  has  at 
different  times  discharged  duties  of  a wide  and 
varied  nature,  and  has  been  assistant  adjutant,  in- 
spector and  paymaster-general  of  the  State  troops. 
The  following  is  taken  from  one  of  the  Rhode 
Island  papers: 

“In  a few  days  Col.  John  H.  Wetherell  will 
have  reached  the  thirty-first  year  of  active  service 
in  the  State  militia.  Colonel  Wetherell  is  now  as- 
sistant adjutant-general  and  also  the  police  com- 
missioner of  Newport.  He  has  .served  on  various 
governors’  staffs  and  been  jmominently  identified 
with  militia  affairs  for  many  years.  * * Jn 

all  important  State  militia  affairs  Colonel  Wetherell 
has  taken  an  active  part  and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  the  militia  affairs  of  the 
State  and  he  may  some  day  be  in  the  chair  of  the 
adjutant-general. 

“Col.  Wetherell  is  the  proprietor  of  a large  and 
fiourishing  carriage  repository  here,  and  has  served 
on  many  important  State  boards.  On  several  oc- 
casions he  has  been  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature.” 

For  the  last  decade  and  a half  Colonel  Wethe- 
rell has  been  especially  prominent  before  the  peo- 
ple of  his  native  town  and  of  the  State.  He  was 
colonel  and  aide-de-camp  upon  the  personal  staff 
of  Gov.  D.  Russell  Brown  from  1892  to  1895  ; also 
colonel  and  aide-de-camp  upon  the  personal  staff 
of  Gov.  Elisha  Dyer  from  1898  to  1900,  and  later 
on  the  personal  staff’  of  the  late  Gov.  W'illiam 
Gregory.  Colonel  Wetherell,  although  yet  a man 
in  middle  life,  has  served  nearly  a third  of  a 
century  in  the  State  militia.  On  June  13.  1900, 
he  was  appointed  by  the  late  Gov.  William  Gregory 
as  police  commissioner  of  Newport,  a relation  he 
sustained  to  the  service  for  four  years.  He  was 
also  appointed  by  the  same  governor,  June  18, 
1900,  as  commissioner  to  redistrict  the  city  of 
Providence.  At  the  expiration  of  his  'first  term 
as  police  commissioner,  in  1904,  he  was  re-appointed 
by  the  Senate  to  that  board  so  that  he  has  served 
continuously  since  the  organization  of  that  body, 
in  1900.  Colonel  Wetherell  was  also  appointed  by 


Governor  D.  Russell  Brown  as  a member  of  the 
commission  having  charge  of  the  opening  up  and 
improving  of  Salt  Pond  harbor,  on  Block  Island, 
and  he  served  as  a member  of  this  commission  until 
the  completion  of  the  work. 

At  the  inauguration  of  President  William  Mc- 
Kinley, March  4,  1897,  Colonel  W’etherell  was  hon- 
ored by  a position  on  Gen.  Horace  Porter’s  staff. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  inaugural  parade  of  Presi- 
dent Theodore  Roosevelt,  March  4,  1905,  and  many 
of  the  newspapers  spoke  of  him  as  presenting  the 
most  commanding  military  appearance  of  any  man 
on  horseback  in  the  parade. 

Colonel  Wetherell’s  political  career  has  also 
been  such  as  to  reflect  only  honor  upon  him.  A 
stalwart  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
cans, he  has  served  his  city  in  several  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  He  has  represented  Newport  in 
the  Legislature  for  several  terms,  during  which 
time  he  served  as  member  and  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Militia,  and  was  also  a member  of 
the  Judiciary  committee. 

In  fraternal  circles  he  is  a man  of  far-reaching 
influence,  having  attained  special  prominence  in  the 
Masonic  order.  He  holds  membership  in  St. 
Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; De  Blois  Council,  No. 
5,  R.  & S.  M. ; Washington  Commandery,  No.  4, 
K.  T.,  of  Newport ; and  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Providence.  In  Washington  Com- 
mandery he  was  for  two  years  eminent  commander, 
and  he  belongs  to  the  Past  Comnianders’  Union 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts.  His  other 
fraternal  affiliations  are  numerous,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  being  another  organization  in  which  he 
is  active;  he  belongs  to  Redwood  Lodge,  No.  ii, 
and  to  Davis  Company,  No.  8,  Uniform  Rank,  in 
which  latter  he  served  two  years  as.  first  captain 
of  the  company  and  gave  the  members  instruction 
in  military  tactics.  He  is  a member  of  Weenat 
Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  in  which  he 
was  the  first  sachem,  and  also  drilled  that  or- 
ganization in  military  tactics.  He  is  a member  and 
past  regent  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal 
Arcanum,  of  Newport,  and  for  some  years  was  also 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  of  the  Encamp- 
ment. Socially  Colonel  Wetherell  belongs  to  the 
County  Club  and  the  Lawrence  Club,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Newport  Business  Men’s  Associa- 
tion during  its  existence,  later  becoming  a charter 
member  of  the  Miantonomi  Club,  of  Newport. 

By  marriage  Colonel  Wetherell  is  connected  with 
the  Gay  family  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  His  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Lillian  Auburn  Gay,  daughter  of 
Daniel  R.  and  Hannah  (M acker)  Gay,  and  their 
union  took  place  Sept.  24,  1877. 

Colonel  Wetherell  is  the  architect  of  his  own 
prosperous  career,  and  is.  in  everything  that  the 
words  imply,  “a  self-made  man."  The  success  he 
has  attained  in  life  is  entirely  due  to  his  thrift,  en- 
ergy and  perseverance.  Few  men  have  overcome 
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more  obstacles  in  their  way  than  has  he.  From  a 
small  beginning  in  his  line  of  business  he  has,  by 
pluck  and  persistence,  won  for  himself  a place  in 
the  front  ranks  of  the  business  and  social  world 
of  his  native  city.  Of  a pleasant  and  social  nature 
he  has,  during  his  long  career  as  a ])ublic  officer, 
won  for  himself  many  stanch  friends  and  admirers 
in  every  part  of  the  State.  His  long-continued 
military  career  has  given  him  a distinguished  ap- 
pearance and  a commanding  bearing. 

DEiMIXG  (Providence  family).  Through  the 
greater  part  of  the  century  but  recently  closed  there 
has  resided  at  Providence  a branch  of  the  old  Con- 
necticut family  of  Demings,  here  made  prominent 
through  the  achievements  of  the  late  Hon.  Richard 
PI.  Deming,  citizen  soldier,  member  of  both  branches 
of  the  city  government  and  park  and  police  com- 
missioner ; and  to  whose  conspicuous  services  for  a 
decade  in  connection  with  the  public  i)ark  system, 
to  his  untiring  efforts  and  large  public  spirit  the 
citizens  of  this  and  future  generations  are  and  long 
will  be  indebted  for  its  superior  advantages  in  the 
line  of  public  improvement. 

A native  of  the  city  of  Providence,  the  late 
Commissioner  Deming  descended  from  John  Dem- 
ing, one  of  the  j^rominent  early  settlers  of  Wethers- 
field, who  repeatedly  from  that  town  was  a member 
of  the  Colonial  Assembly  between  1649  1667, 

and  was  one  of  the  nineteen,  including  his  father- 
in-law,  Richard  Treat,  to  whom  the  charter  of 
Connecticut  was  granted  in  1662;  and  in  a mater- 
nal line  from  John  Daggett,  of  ^^'atertown  as  early 
as  1630,  later  at  other  points  and  who  became  prom- 
inent in  the  early  settling  of  Rehoboth,  representing 
that  town  in  1648  in  the  Colonial  Assembly. 

(I)  John  Deming,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  was 
early  of  Wethersfield,  probably  among  the  first  set- 
tlers in  1635,  where  his  homestead  is  recorded  as  a 
house,  a barn  and  five  acres  of  land.  He  was  a de- 
puty to  the  General  Court  in  1657  as  John  Deming, 
and  in  the  following  year  as  John  Dement,  his  name 
appearing  variously  spelled.  He  continued  as  de- 
puty until  1667,  under  various  names,  Deming  pre- 
vailing at  the  last.  He  was  one  of  the  nineteen 
named  in  the  famous  charter  of  Connecticut, 
granted  by  King  Charles  to  them  and  to  those  who 
should  afterward  be  associated  with  them.  That 
John  Deming  was  a prominent  man  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Connecticut  Colony  cannot  be  doubted,  and  his 
apparent  association  by  kinship  and  friendship  with 
those  regarded  as  the  founders  of  New  England, 
indicate  him  to  have  been  a man  of  more  than  or- 
dinarv  intelligence  as  well  as  of  some  education. 
He  married  Honor  Treat,  daughter  of  Richard 
Treat,  and  their  children  were:  John,  born  Sept. 
9.  1638;  Jonathan,  born  about  1639;  Rachel,  born 
about  1644;  Samuel,  born  about  1646;  Mary,  born 
about  1648;  Daniel,  born  about  1652;  Sarah,  born 
about  1654;  and  Ebenezer,  born  about  1659. 

(II)  John  Deming  (2),  son  of  John  and  Honor, 


born  Sept.  9,  1638,  died  Jan.  23,  1712,  in  Wethers- 
field, Conn.  He  was  known  as  Sergeant  John 
Deming,  the  title  indicating  that  he  may  have  taken 
part  in  the  Indian  wars  of  that  period.  From  1669 
to  1672  he  was  a representative  in  the  General 
Court.  On  Dec.  12,  1657,  in  Northampton,  Mass., 
he  married  Mary  Mygatt,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Ann  iMygatt.  Their  children  were : John,  born 
Sept.  9,  1658;  Joseph,  born  June  i,  1661  ; Jonathan, 
born  Feb.  12,  1663;  Mary,  born  in  July,  1666; 
Samuel,  born  Aug.  25,  1668;  Jacob,  born  Aug.  26, 
1670;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  17,  1672;  and  Hezekiah, 
born  in  1680. 

(HI)  Jacob  Deming,  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
in  Wethersfield,  Aug.  26,  1670,  and  he  died  prob- 
ably in  1712.  He  settled  in  Hartford,  where  the 
birth  of  his  first  child  is  recorded.  On  March  14, 
1695,  he  married  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Elizabeth 
Edwards,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Tut- 
tle) Edwards,  born  about  1675.  Their  children  of 
Hartford  birth  were:  Jacob,  born  March  24,  1696; 
Timothy,  born  March  26,  1698;  Abigail,  born  Jan. 
21,  1700;  and  Lemuel,  born  in  1702. 

(l\’)  Timothy  Deming,  son  of  Jacob,  born 
iMarch  26,  1698,  was  a resident  of  East  Hartford, 
in  which  town  he  first  appeared  in  1736.  He  had 
previously  lived  in  Glastonbury,  where  he  last 
appeared  in  the  land  records  in  1736.  His  wife. 
Thankful  Risley,  died  before  September,  1777. 
Their  children  were:  Lucy,  born  in  1733,  died  in 
1814;  Lemuel ; Israel,  baptized  Oct.  29,  1749;  David, 
baptized  Oct.  20,  1751  ; and  Ruth,  who  married 
John  Riley,  of  Wethersfield. 

(\')  David  Deming,  son  of  Timothy,  baptized 
Oct.  20,  1751,  in  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  died  at  sea 
in  October,  1795.  Like  most  of  the  Demings  of 
East  Hartford  he  was  a seaman,  and  became  mas- 
ter of  a vessel,  whence  came  his  title  of  captain. 
His  wife  Anne  (last  name  unknown)  bore  him 
children  as  follows:  Anne,  baptized  Oct.  18,  I77^> 
died  April,  1785;  Mary  (Molly),  baptized  Feb.  6, 
1780;  Elizabeth  (Betsey),  baptized  March  25, 
1781  ; David  Abby,  baptized  Nov.  17,  1782;  Susan, 
baptized  Nov.  23,  1783;  Wait,  baptized  May  14, 
1786;  Timothy,  baptized  April  27,  1788;  Anne,  bap- 
tized Nov.  I,  1789;  Jude,  baptized  Oct.  16,  1791; 
Lydia,  baptized  Nov.  23,  1794;  and  Sarah  (Sally), 
baptized  April  17,  1796. 

(VI)  David  Abby  Deming,  son  of  David,  bap- 
tized Nov.  17,  1782,  in  East  Hartford,  died  April 
23.  1857.  He  was  a carriage  maker  and  wheel- 
wright by  trade.  On  Sept.  14,  1808,  he  married 
Chloe  Olmstead,  daughter  of  Ashael  and  Naomi 
(Loomis)  Olmstead,  baptized  April  20,  1788,  and 
died  in  East  Hartford  Feb.  16,  1867.  The  three 
children  of  this  union  were : Henry  Olmstead, 
born  July  ii,  1809;  Junius,  born  July  ii,  1812; 
and  Horace  Pitkin,  born  Jan.  i,  1815. 

(VH)  Henry  Olmstead  Deming,  son  of  David 
Abby,  born  July  ii,  1809,  iu  East  Hartford,  Conn., 
died  there  Nov.  ii,  1874.  In  May,  1841,  he  mar- 
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ried  Abby  Frances  Daggett,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (Bolton)  Daggett,  born  in  March,  1821,  and 
died  May  21,  1887.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
son,  Richard  Henry,  Aug.  24,  1842. 

(VIII)  Richard  Henry  Deming,  son  of  Henry 
and  Abby  F.  (Daggett)  Deming,  was  born  Aug. 
24,  1842,  on  Benefit  street,  just  opposite  the  old 
State  House,  Providence,  R.  I.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  city,  and  also  a private  school 
in  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  home  of  his  grand- 
father. Returning  to  Providence  in  1861,  fired  by 
the  patriotism  of  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  breaking 
out  and  early  stage  of  the  Civil  war,  which  callea 
out  thousands  of  the  youth  of  our  land  in  defense 
of  their  country,  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Rhode  Is- 
land Volunteers,  under  th^  then  Col.  Burnside,  who 
made  young  Deming  sergeant  of  a company  of 
sharpshooters.  He  was  first  sergeant  in  Company  D, 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  from  Sept.  4,  1861, 
to  Dec.  4,  1861.  His  military  experience,  however, 
was  but  brief,  owing  to  an  illness  contracted  after 
leaving  Providence,  which  caused  him  to  return 
home.  He  was  also  enlisted  in  Battery  B,  3d  Ar- 
tillery. He  entered  the  office  of  a cotton  broker, 
Thomas  Abbott,  on  South  Water  street,  as  a clerk, 
and  here  he  remained  two  years,  and  in  1868  he  en- 
tered into  business  with  George  H.  Hoppin,  the  firm 
becoming  George  FI.  Hoppin  & Deming.  Mr.  Dem- 
ing in  the  course  of  time  became  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm,  the  name  then  being  changed  to  R.  H. 
Deming  & Co.,  with  J.  Herbert  Foster  as  the  junior 
partner,  and  under  that  name  the  concern  was  lo- 
cated at  No.  10  South  Water  street  as  long  as  he 
was  in  business. 

It  was,  however,  by  his  work  on  the  park  board 
that  Mr.  Deming  was  best  known,  although  he 
served  in  both  branches  of  the  city  council.  He 
represented  the  Seventh  ward  in  the  common  coun- 
cil from  1889  to  1891,  and  served  one  year  in  the 
board  before  taking  his  position  on  the  board  of 
park  commissioners.  As  an  organizer  of  men  Mr. 
Deming  displayed  marked  ability.  When  the  large 
tract  of  land  surrounding  Cuniff’s  Pond  was  added 
to  Roger  Williams  park  some  years  before  Mr. 
Deming’s  death,  it  was  chairman  Deming  who  laid 
out  the  plans  for  the  improvement  of  that  property, 
and  during  the  term  of  office  of  Mayor  McGuin- 
ness  he  kept  several  hundred  laborers  employed  in 
a systematic  manner,  when  the  men  could  not  ob- 
tain employment  in  any  other  way  because  of  bus- 
iness depression. 

When  the  office  of  police  commissioner  was 
provided  for  the  city  of  Providence,  about  a year 
prior  to  the  death  of  iMr.  Deming,  the  latter  was 
elected  to  the  second  position,  his  work  as  chair- 
man of  the  park  board  from  the  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed a member  of  that  body  in  1891  having 
fitted  him  well  for  these  new  duties,  and  his  record 
as  a police  commissioner  showed  the  wisdom  of  his 
selection.  He  re-organized  the  entire  police  force 
on  more  efficient  lines. 


In  the  financial  life  of  Providence,  Mr.  Deming 
was  a director  of  several  banks,  including  both  the 
I raders  and  the  Eagle  National  Banks.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  of  which  he  was  president  for  two 
or  three  terms,  and  he  had  been  closely  identified 
with  it  from  its  inception.  Among  social  organiza- 
tions he  was  a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge  of  Ma- 
sons and  of  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine;  of 
Hope,  Central,  West  Side  and  Squantum  Clubs, 
and  was  at  one  time  vice  president  of  the  last  named 
club.  As  a business  man  Mr.  Deming  was  most 
highly  regarded,  in  his  social  relations  he  had  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  all,  and  as  a citizen  he  was 
honored  not  only  by  election  as  stated  to  both 
branches  of  the  city  council,  but  was  also  of  ines- 
timable service  to  the  city  of  Providence  as  a park 
commissioner  and  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
police  commissioners.  His  services  upon  the  latter 
board  which  were  terminated  only  by  his  untimely 
death,  were  all  too  short  for  him  to  accomplish  all 
that  he  had  set  out  to  do,  but  as  a park  commissioner 
his  executive  ability  had  borne  abundant  fruit  in  the 
development  of  the  park  system  to  the  excellence 
that  is  today  displayed.  He  was  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  was  twice  offered  the  office  of  mayor 
at  the  hands  of  both  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties,  and  once  was  urged  for  governor  on  the 
same  plan. 

Mr.  Deming  died  at  his  home  in  Providence, 
Dec.  14,  1902,  when  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his 
age,  and  on  the  event  the  Providence  'Journal  of 
the  following  morning  said  editorially : “Mr.  Rich- 
ard H.  Deming  did  much  to  make  Providence  a 
good  place  to  live  in,  and  his  death  leaves  both  the 
police  commission  and  the  park  commission  in  a 
weakened  condition,  for  he  was  responsible  for  a 
very  large  share  of  the  excellent  service  rendered 
by  both  boards.  It  will  be  difficult  to  fill  his  place 
with  as  able  a citizen ; perhaps  it  will  be  impossible.” 

There  stands  in  Roger  Williams  Park  a bust  in 
bronze  of  ]\Ir.  Deming,  erected  by  the  city  of  Prov- 
idence. 

Mr.  Deming  was  married  in  1868  to  Sarah 
Sweet,  daughter  of  IMatthew  and  Sarah  (Potter) 
Sweet,  of  Providence.  They  had  three  children : 
Henry  Bolton,  born  ]\Iay  26,  1869;  Maud  Sweet, 
born  Nov.  4.  1871,  who  married  Joseph  A.  Fowler; 
and  Grace  Margaret,  born  August,  1873,  who  mar- 
ried  Floward  Greene.  Mrs.  Deming  died  in  De- 
cember, 1891. 

GRANGER  (Providence  family).  For  two 
centuries  and  a half  and  more  the  Granger  family 
of  Massachusetts-Connecticut  haYe  been  a continu- 
ous family  in  New  England,  and  for  sixty  and 
more  years  the  Providence  branch  of  that  family 
has  dwelt  here  at  the  capital  of  Rhode  Island. 
This  old  Suffield,  Connecticut,  family  in  the  line 
of  the  Providence  branch,  has  produced  some  of 
the  historic  and  conspicuous  characters  not  only 
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in  Connecticut  but  the  State  of  New  York.  Refer- 
ence is  made  especially  to  the  late  Capt.  Ahner 
Granger,  seemingly  a soldier  born,  who  figured 
at  the  battle  of  Crown  Point  in  1758,  and  later 
at  the  battle  of  ^Montreal,  and  was  one  of  the  six 
brothers  to  enter  the  Revolution,  through  which 
he  served  with  distinction,  and  as  a pioneer  figured 
prominently  and  officially  in  the  early  history  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; to  his  son,  the  late  Hon.  Erastus 
Granger,  who  as  a boy  passed  time  during  the  Revo- 
lution in  camp  with  his  father  and  was  at  X’alley 
Forge  in  that  terrible  winter  1777-78,  was  a pioneer 
in  the  State  of  \ ermont  and  in  other  sections  of  our 
country,  was  for  years  Indian  Agent,  postmaster 
and  surveyor  at  Buffalo  Creek,  X.  Y.,  for  years  a 
Judge  of  the  County  Court,  etc.;  to  the  latteCs  .son, 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  James  Nathaniel  Granger,  a schol- 
arly and  eminent  minister  in  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion, who  for  a decade  and  a half  was  pastor  of  the 
old  First  Church  of  that  denomination  at  Provi- 
(lence  ; and  to  the  ])resent  Hon.  Daniel  Lamed  Davis 
Granger,  long  in  the  public  service  of  his  native  city 
and  State,  who  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  a 
representative  frcmi  Rhode  Island  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

1 his  article  is  devoted  to  a brief  review  of  the 
lives  and  antecedents  of  these  men,  the  arrangement 
being  chronological.  Roman  numerals  indicating 
generations  from  the  earliest  known  American  an- 
cestor. 

(I)  Launcelot  Granger  is  first  of  record  in 
New  England  at  Ipswich,  ]\Iass.,  as  a taxpay.er  in 
1648.  He  married,  Jan.  4.  1653-54,  Joanna,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Adams,  of  Newbury,  Hass.,  and  Suf- 
field,  Conn. ; both  were  born  in  England,  and  died 
in  Suffield,  Conn.,  he  Sept.  3,  1689,  and  she  after 
1701.  Mr.  Granger  was  the  thirty-second  actual 
settler  or  proprietor  in  Suffield,  in  1673.  Their 
eleven  children  were  born  in  Newbury. 

(II)  Thomas  Granger,  son  of  Launcelot,  died 
March  14,  1729-30,  at  Suffield.  He  married,  Nov.‘ 
14,  1683,  iMindwell,  born  Nov.  5,  1663,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Taylor  and  Elizabeth  Newell,  and  lived  at 
Suffield.  IMr.  Granger  was  a man  of  much  im- 
portance in  the  new  town.  He  was  selectman  and 
held  other  town  offices.  Their  ten  children  were 
born  at  Suffield. 

(III)  Samuel  Granger,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Feb.  10.  1(399.  Jone  17,  1775.  He  married 
Nov.  6,  1722,  Hannah,  born  July  15,  1702,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Pomeroy  and  Hannah  Seymour,  of  Suf- 
fielcl,  and  lived  in  that  town,  where  he  was  occupied 
in  farming.  Their  nine  children  were  born  in  Suf- 
field. 

(IV)  Capt.  Abner  Granger,  son  of  Samuel, 
born  Feb.  8,  1735-36,  died  Oct.  15,  1816,  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  He  married  Nov.  27,  1764,  Experience,  born 
Sept.  3,  1738,  daughter  of  Josiah  King  and  Mind- 
well  Burt,  of  Suffield,  and  lived  in  Suffield  and  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  She  died  Feb.  16,  1823,  at  Buffalo. 

Capt.  Granger  was  a skillful  farmer.  He  was  a 


natural  soldier.  He  joined  the  First  Regiment  of 
Connecticut  Colonial  troops  in  1758,  as  quarter- 
master-sergeant, and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Crown  Point  in  that  year.  In  1760  he  was  at  the 
taking  of  ^Montreal.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolution  he  and  his  five  brothers  all  entered  the 
army.  In  1776  he  was  with  the  troops  in  front  of 
Boston,  and  later  was  commissioned  second  lieuten- 
ant in  Capt.  Phineas  Lovejoy’s  company  of  the 
Third  Battalion  of  Connecticut  troops,  and  with  it 
served  in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  Dis- 
charged in  March,  1777,  he  soon  received ‘a  com- 
mand in  Col.  Eno’s  regiment  of  Connecticut  troops, 
and  w'as  commissioned  captain.  Henceforth  he 
served  steadily  at  the  front  with  the  main  body  of 
the  Continental  army.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles about  New  York,  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  spent  that  terrible  winter  at  Valley 
I'orge.  After  the  war  closed  he  returned  to  Suf- 
field and  resumed  his  farming.  He  continued  to 
live  at  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  and  grand- 
father on  Crooked  Lane  until  September,  1806, 
when  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  family  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son  Erastus  had  located. 
He  at  once  took  charge  of  the  large  farm  of  his  son, 
and  conducted  it  on  shares  until  he  died.  He  was 
in  Buffalo  at  the  time  the  British  attacked  that  vil- 
lage in  1813,  and,  while  not  an  active  combatant, 
saw  the  smoke  from  the  burning  buildings  and 
heard  the  booming  of  the  cannon.  The  Buffalo 
Gazette  of  Oct.  26,  1816,  truly  described  him  in  an 
obituary  notice  “as  a veteran  of  three  wars.”  His 
seven  children  were  born  in  Suffield. 

(V)  Hon.  Erastus  Granger,  son  of  Capt. 
Abner,  born  Jan.  17,  1765,  died  Dec.  21,  1826,  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  married  (first)  at  Suffield, 
Nov.  22.  1795.  Mrs.  Bethena  (Brownson)  Loomis, 
born  IMarch  2,  1766,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Loomis, 
and  daughter  of  David  Brownson  and  Jerusha 
Cooley,  of  Suffield.  She  died  Jan.  6,  1803,  he 
married  (second),  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  March 
21,  1813,  Elizabeth,  born  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Sanborn  and  Hannah  Gould,  of  Canan- 
daigua, N.  Y.  She  died  July  29,  1853,  at  Buffalo. 
Two  children  were  born  to  each  wife,  namely: 
James  Warren  and  a daughter  who  died  soon,  to 
the  first  wife  in  Suffield ; and  James  Nathaniel,  at 
Canandaigua,  and  Warren,  at  Buffalo,  to  the  second. 

Judge  Granger  passed  his  boyhood  at  the  old 
homestead  on  (Trooked  Lane,  Suffield.  His  youth- 
ful days  saw  his  father  at  the  front  in  the  conflict 
with  the  British,  and  absent  from  his  home  for 
nearly  seven  years  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  he  joined  his  father  in  camp  with  the  Con- 
tinental army  and  spent  a part  at  least  of  the  winter 
of  1777-78,  in  the  wretched  quarters  at  Valley 
Forge. 

For  a time  he  taught  school  in  West  Suffield. 
Conn.  In  1793  he  associated  himself  in  business  as 
a merchant  at  Suffield  with  John  Leavitt  under  the 
firm  name  of  Leavitt  & Granger,  and  soon  after 
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purchased  a half  interest  in  the  merchandising’  firm 
of  Freegrace  Leavitt  & Co.,  at  Hartford,  Vt.  He 
continued  to  operate  these  two  stores  until  1798. 
In  that  year  he  left  Suffield  for  Virginia  to  take 
charge  of  the  business  there  of  various  New  Eng- 
land gentlemen  who  had  invested  largely  in  the  wild 
lands  of  that  State  and  Kentucky.  This  occupied 
him  for  nearly  six  years  and  kept  him  constantlv 
absent  from  the  Connecticut  home. 

In  the  Presidential  fight  of  1800  i\Ir.  Cranger 
and  his  cousin  Gideon  Granger  entered  enthusi- 
astically in  the  cause  of  Jefiferson,  and  stumped  the 
State  in  his  behalf,  and  later  received  their  reward, 
Gideon  going  to  W ashington  as  postmaster-general 
and  Erastus  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  as  Indian  agent  for 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  promise  of  everv  other 
Federal  office  at  the  western  end  of  the  State.  He 
was  commissioned  Jan.  30,  1804,  resigned  April 
I,  1818.  On  reaching  Buffalo  in  1804  he  found  a 
village  of  sixteen  huts,  its  streets  filled  with  stumps 
and  its  inhabitants  the  usual  class  found  in  a frontier 
town.  It  had  not  even  a postoffice,  but  as  a part  of 
the  agreement  he  had  made  with  the  government 
was  that  a postoffice  should  be  located  there,  he  was 
soon  (Sept.  3,  1804),  commissioned  “postmaster  at 
Buffalo  Creek.”  He  resigned  this  office  iMay  6, 
1818.  On  Dec.  9,  1803,  before  leaving  Washing- 
ton, he  was  confirmed  by  the  United  States  Senate 
as  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Buffalo  Creek,  and  on 
Dec.  20,  confirmed  as  collector  of  the  port.  These 
last  two  offices  he  resigned  March  17,  1812. 

In  1807  Mr.  Granger  was  apj^ointed  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  County  of  Gene.see,  then  comprising 
all  the  territory  between  the  Genesee  River  and 
Lake  Erie  ; and  when  the  western  ])art  was  set  off 
in  1808  as  Niagara  County  he  was  aj)pointed  judge 
of  that  new  county.  He  ])resided  at  the  first  term 
of  court  ever  held  in  Buffalo  (June,  1808),  and 
continued  on  the  Bench  until  1817.  In  1816  and 
1817  he  was  supervi.sor  of  Buffalo,  then  the  highest 
town  office.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcojial  Church,  and  its  first  senior  warden. 
After  the  resignaton  of  his  various  offices  Judge 
Granger  withdrew  to  his  homestead  in  the  out- 
skirts of  Buffalo,  but  now  well  within  the  city,  where 
he  lived  quietly  until  he  died. 

(VT)  Rkv.  J.\mes  N.\th.\xiel  Gk.xnger,  D. 
D.,  son  of  Judge  Granger,  born  Aug.  9,  1814,  at 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  died  Jan.  5.  1857.  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  He  married  at  Thompson.  Conn.,  Oct. 
23,  1833,  Anna  D.  Brown,  daughter  of  Simon  Davis 
(born  Aug.  i,  1781.  died  April  21,  1850)  and  Re- 
becca Lamed  (born  June  16,  1792,  died  May  4, 
1820),  of  Thompson.  She  was  born  Oct.  7,  1816, 
and  her  death  occurred  Jan.  31,  1887,  at  Providence. 

Mr.  Granger  was  born  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y., 
in  the  summer  of  1814.  His  father’s  house  in 
Buffalo  had  been  especially  marked  by  the  British 
for  destruction ; and  in  the  preceding  winter,  on  the 
day  that  the  village  was  burned,  the  family  had  been 
hurriedly  sent  to  a safer  retreat  in  Canandaigua. 


649 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  they  returned  to  Buffalo, 
and  here  and  at  the  flourishing  Canandaigua  Acad- 
emy the  boy  received  his  primary  education.  In 
1828,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  young  James  re- 
ceived an  appointment  to  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point;  but  before  the  time  came 
to  enter  upon  his  studies  there,  he  decided  to  be- 
come a “soldier  of  the  Cross”  instead.  With  this 
end  in  view,  he  entered  the  Hamilton  Literary  and 
Theological  Institute  (later  Madison  University, 
and  now  Colgate  University),  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y., 
in  1834,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Collegiate  de- 
partment, in  August,  1836,  and  the  Theological 
School,  in  August,  1838.  He  was  settled  over  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Avon,  N.  Y.,  till  1840,  when  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  to  become  the  pastor  of  the 
church  there.  In  October,  1842,  while  yet  but  a 
young  man  of  twenty-eight,  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  in  that  city.  It  was  the  church  of 
Roger  Williams,  and  of  which  he  was  the  first  pas- 
tor ; it  was  the  University  Church,  and  among  its 
])arishioners  sat  the  famous  Dr.  Francis  Wayland, 
the  i)resident,  and  faculty  of  Brown  University,  and 
other  widely-known  teachers  and  scholars.  It  was 
a position  which  demanded  much  from  anyone,  and 
more  than  most  men  of  twenty-eight  could  give.  It 
gave  him  a standing  of  importance  in  the  State,  both 
in  the  world  outside  the  sacred  walls,  as  well  as 
amongst  the  clergy  and  the  churches.  He  was  for 
many  years  ])resident  of  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Convention,  ])resident  of  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Sunday-school  Union,  member  of  the  board  of  the 
Newton  (Mass.)  Theological  Institution,  trustee 
and  fellow  of  Brown  University,  and  finally  a mem- 
ber of  the  executive  board  of  that  venerable  insti- 
tution. 

The  study  of  foreign  missions  had  ever  been  his 
special  delight,  and  his  knowledge  of  them  was 
equalled  by  few.  And  thus  it  came  that,  when  the 
missionary  board  were  about  to  send  a committee  of 
two  to  Burmah  to  investigate  and  decide  upon  the 
most  momentous  questions  which  had  ever  arisen 
regarding  foreign  missions,  the  young  Rhode  Island 
pastor,  then  but  thirty-eight,  was  asked  to  accom- 
pany the  honored  secretary  of  the  board  to  the  far- 
off  eastern  land,  where  his  thoughts  and  his  heart 
had  -SO  often  wandered.  He  left  America  in  1852, 
returning  two  years  later,  having  spent  eighteen 
months  in  India  and  Burmah.  The  reforms  he 
urged  and  recommended  were  ado])ted  by  his  own 
board,  and  subsequently  by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  the 
English  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  and  other  so- 
cieties over  the  entire  world. 

Dr.  Granger  returned  from  India  with  the  seeds 
of  death  in  his  system.  The  long  period  spent  in 
the  hot  countries  had  undermined  his  not  too  strong 
constitution,  and  though  he  returned  to  the  pas- 
torate of  his  beloved  church,  he  died  at  Providence, 
just  as  the  year  1857  was  born,  in  the  forty-third 
year  of  his  age. 
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In  a sermon  commemorative  of  Dr.  Granger, 
written  by  Dr.  Wayland,  and  which  may  well  be 
said  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  finished  which 
ever  came  from  the  pen  of  that  gifted  scholar  and 
philosopher,  he  said : “My  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Granger  commenced  fourteen  years  since,  when  he 
came  among  us  to  preach.  From  that  time  I have 
known  him  intimately,  and  have  been  permitted  to 
share  with  him  some  of  his  most  important  labors. 
On  my  first  intercourse  with  him  I was  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  manly  frankness  of  his  bearing,  his 
modest  estimate  of  his  own  abilities,  and  the  simple- 
minded  devotion  to  duty  which  seemed  to  govern  all 
his  decisions.  He  was  then  but  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  yet  such  was  the  maturity  of  his  judgment 
and  the  solidity  of  his  character,  that  he  already 
seemed  endowed  with  the  wisdom  of  long  exper- 
ience. I do  not  believe  it  ever  occurred  to  you  (I 
am  sure  it  never  occurred  to  me),  that  we  were 
choosing  for  our  pastor  a man  younger  by  far  than 
any  who  had  ever  occupied  that  office  among  us. 

“When  he  became  a resident  of  our  city,  the  ele- 
ments of  his  character  were  soon  known  and  read 
by  all  men.  The  powers  of  his  intellect  were  active 
and  masculine.  The  grasp  of  his  mind  was  vigor- 
ous and  comprehensive.  Prettiness  of  every  kind 
and  ornament  for  the  sake  of  ornament  were  utterly 
distasteful  to  him.  Passing  by  incidental  and 
lighter  relations,  he  naturally  seized  upon  the  foun- 
dation truths  of  the  subject  before  him  and  mastered 
them  with  remarkable  facility.  His  capacity  for 
acquisition  was  large,  and  hence  we  were  frequently 
surprised  to  observe,  notwithstanding  his  numer- 
ous engagements,  the  growing  accumulations  of  his 
intellectual  wealth.  His  powers  of  conception  be- 
longed rather  to  the  imagination  than  the  fancy. 
He  delighted  rather  in  bold  generalizations  than  in 
tasteful  specialties.  Hence  his  discourses  were  rich 
in  broad  views,  essential  truths,  universal  principles, 
rather  than  in  exquisiteness  of  finish,  or  particular 
directions  in  duty.  His  happiest  efforts  were  those 
in  which  his  soul  was  stirred  to  its  utmost  depths 
by  expanding  views  of  the  glories  of  redemption,  or 
the  coming  triumphs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  It 
was  then  that  he  yielded  himself  to  the  magnificence 
of  the  theme,  and,  with  a full  heart,  poured  forth  a 
torrent  of  impassioned  eloquence  which  bore  his 
audience  irresistibly  along  with  him.” 

The  children  born  to  Rev.  James  N.  Granger 
and  his  wife  were : 

(1)  Rebecca,  born  July,  1836,  at  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  died  Sept.  22,  1836. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  born  April  24.  1840,  at  Buffalo, 
died  April  23,  1843,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

(3)  James  Warren,  born  December,  1841,  at 
Buffalo,  died  March  22,  1842,  at  Buffalo. 

(4)  James  Nathaniel,  born  July  6,  1845, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  married  Feb.  6,  1878,  Sara,  born 
Sept.  25,  1851,  daughter  of  Rev.  Worthington 
Smith.  D.  D..  and  Mary  A.  Little,  of  St.  Albans,  Vt. 
Mr.  Granger  was  reared  and  educated  in  Provi- 


dence, R.  I.  In  1864  while  a student  in  Brown 
Lhiiversity,  he  accepted  a commission  in  the  Second 
Rhode  Island  Infantry,  and  joined  the  Sixth  Corps 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  with  his 
regiment' in  command  of  a company  till  it  was  mus- 
tered out  Aug.  I,  1865.  His  health  being  seriously 
impaired  he  left  the  country,  living  for  some  years 
in  Europe  and  Africa.  Returning  home  he  sought 
a change  in  climate  at  St.  Paul.  IMinn.,  in  1871, 
where  he  practiced  law.  In  1888,  his  son  Launcelot 
becoming  seriously  ill,  he  gave  up  his  practice  and 
remained  with  his  child  in  Boston  till  his  decease. 
He  resided  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  Niagara  Falls 
until  the  autumn  of  1897,  when  in  failing  health  he 
removed  to  X’ernon  House,  Bronxville,  N.  Y.,  the 
home  of  his  brother  William,  where  he  died  Oct. 
27,  1897.  His  children  were : Launcelot,  born  Dec. 
16,  1879,  died  April  10,  1890,  at  Boston,  Mass. ; and 
Telford,  born  July  5,  1881,  died  Aug.  23,  1881,  at 
St.  Albans. 

(5)  William  Davis,  born  Dec.  22,  1847,  at 
Providence,  R.  I.,  married  IMary  E.  Newcomb,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  they  have  two  children : William 
Newcomb,  born  May  30,  1891  ; and  Grace  Elizabeth, 
born  March  14,  1894.  Dr.  Granger  was  educated 
at  Providence  and  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover, 
IMass.  He  entered  Williams  College,  and  graduated 
in  1869.  He  then  read  medicine  at  Harvard  Medi- 
cal College,  and  at  Bellevue,  in  New  York  City,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  He  soon  determined  to  make  a specialty  of 
insanity,  and  became  first  assistant  physician  in  the 
State  Asylum  at  Buffalo.  Here  he  remained  ten 
years,  finding  time  to  write  and  publish  several 
works,  now  standard,  bearing  on  his  branch  of  the 
profession.  In  1890  he  purchased  “Vernon  House,” 
a large  place  on  the  outskirts  of  New  York  City, 
near  I’ronxville,  and  there  established  a private  hos- 
pital for  the  treatment  of  the  insane. 

(6)  Grace  was  born  Feb.  19,  1850,  at  Provi- 
dence. 

(7)  Daniel  Lamed  Davis  was  born  May  30, 
1852,  at  Providence. 

(VII)  Daniel  Larned  Davis  Granger,  born 
May  30,  1852,  in  Providence,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  James 
Nathaniel  and  Anna  D.  (Brown)  Granger,  was  pre- 
pared for  College  in  the  English  and  Classical 
School  of  that  city.  Entering  Brown  University  he 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1874,  with  the  degree 
of  B.  A.,  and  in  1902  he  received  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  M.  A.  from  the  same  institution.  Having 
decided  upon  law  as  a calling  in  life  he  began  his 
legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Brown  & Van  Slyck,  in 
Providence,  and  spent  two  years  at  the  Boston  Uni- 
versity Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1877,  with  the -degree  of  LL.  B.  In  that  same 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  later  to  practice  in  the  United  States  Courts. 
Returning  to  his  native  city  Mr.  Granger  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Granger  has  been  prominently  and  officially 
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connected  with  the  city  of  Providence  since  1889. 
Previous  to  that  period  in  his  earlier  life  he  served 
as  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  city  in 
1889,  and  in  that  capacity  served  by  repeated  con- 
secutive re-elections  through  eleven  years.  In  1900 
he  was  nominated  as  mayor  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  indorsed  by  the  Good  Government  Organiza- 
tion, and  was  elected.  ' His  opponent  for  that  office. 
Col.  Isaac  L.  Goff,  the  nominee  of  the  Republican 
party,  gave  him  a gallant  and  noteworthy  battle, 
failing  in  election,  however,  by  something  less  than 
1,800  votes.  The  contest  was  an  exciting  one,  and 
in  it  the  successful  candidate  was  warmly  supported 
by  the  Providence  Journal.  He  was  re-nominated 
for  the  office  of  Mayor  the  following  fall,  and  was 
elected  by  the  largest  plurality  which  has  been  given 
a Mayor  since  1896,  receiving  10,639  votes,  against 
4.533  for  the  Republican  candidate  and  was  elected 
by  6,106.  After  his  second  term  as  Mayor  of  I^rov- 
idence  ]\Ir.  Granger's  business  and  personal  inter- 
ests were  such  that  he  had  intended  to  devote  his 
time  to  them,  and  with  this  end  in  view  declined  to 
be  a candidate  for  re-nomination.  His  plans,  how- 
ever, were  broken  in  upon,  for  duty  called  him  to 
further  public  service.  He  was  made  the  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  convention  held  in  Music 
Hall  at  Providence.  Oct.  3,  1902,  to  represent  the 
First  Congressional  District  of  the  State  in  the 
United  States  Congress.  The  Republican  candi- 
date this  year  was  Hon.  iSIelville  Bull,  of  [Middle- 
town,  then  a member  of  Congress  from  the  First 
district.  Mr.  Granger  was  elected,  receiving  15,198 
votes  against  Mr.  Bull’s  14.535. 

In  his  letter  of  acceptance  of  the  nomination  for 
Congress  Mr.  Granger  expressed  himself  in  opposi- 
tion to  ship  subsidies  and  to  the  present  method  of 
electing  United  States  Senators.  He  attacked  the 
Republican  tariff  policy,  which  allowed  American 
manufactures  to  be  sold  abroad  more  cheaply  than 
at  home,  declaring  in  his  opinion  that  New  England 
would  be  benefited  by  free  raw  material,  and  espe- 
cially dwelt  u])on  the  possibilities  of  Canadian  trade 
under  different  conditions.  Commenting  on  his 
election  the  Providence  Daily  Journal  on  the  occa- 
sion, said  editorially:  “Mr.  Granger  will  go  to 
Washington  as  the  friend  of  tariff  revision  and  an 
advocate  of  fair  play  toxyard  Cuba ; if  a Subsidy 
bill  is  introduced  in  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress,  with 
its  millions  for  the  big  steamship  companies,  he  will 
vote  against  that.  He  is  not  a Bryan  Democrat  or 
a radical.  The  Providence  district  can  expect  able 
public  service  from  the  first  Democrat  whom  it  has 
sent  to  Washington  since  1893,  wdien  Oscar  Lap- 
ham  defeated  Mr.  Bull  by  175  votes.”  Mr. 
Granger  was  returned  to  Congress  by  a re-election 
in  November,  1904,  at  this  time  defeating  his  Re- 
publican opponent.  Chief  Justice  John  H.  Stiness, 
of  Providence,  in  a close  election,  although  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  carried  the  District  by  about  8,500. 
In  November,  1906,  [Mr.  Granger  was  again  returned 


to  Congress,  defeating  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  then 
Mayor  of  Providence,  by  a plurality  of  817. 

Mr.  Granger  has  been  for  many  years  connected 
with  various  religious  and  charitable  institutions. 
He  is  a member  of  the  University  Club  at  Provi- 
dence, and  of  the  Manhattan  Club  of  New  York. 
While  at  Brown  University  he  was  a member  of 
the  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity.  He  was  the  promotei 
and  is  treasurer  of  the  company  erecting  and  own- 
ing the  Dorilton  apartment  house,  13  stories,  corner 
71st  street  and  Broadway,  New  York. 

STERNE.  This  family,  the  name  of  which 
has  been  variously  spelled  as  Stearns,  Steam, 
Stearnes,  and  Sterne,  is  one  of  the  earliest  settled 
in  New  England.  Many  of  its  members  have  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  manufacturing 
business,  as  well  as  the  political  interests,  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  among  them  the  late  Hon. 
John  Sterne,  for  several  years  State  Treasurer  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  his  son  Samuel  Sterne,  for  a 
number  of  years  Judge  of  Probate  of  Newport, 
and  the  latter’s  son,  Charles  T.  Sterne,  one  of  New- 
port’s representative  business  men.  Of  the  branch 
of  the  family  to  which  these  gentlemen  belong  it 
is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  treat,  the  genealogy, 
in  chronological  order,  following : 

(I)  Charles  Stearns  was  admitted  a freeman  of 

Watertown,  Mass.,  May  6,  1646,  and  he  purchased 
land  there  the  following  year.  He  was  a kins- 
man. probably  a nephew,  of  Isaac  Stearns,  of  Water- 
town,  who  came  to  America  in  1630,  in  the  same 
shij)  with  Governor  Winthrop.  Charles  Stearns  was 
elected  constable  Jan.  6,  but  declined  to 

serve,  and  the  same  year  sold  his  land  there  to  his 
son,  Samuel.  It  is  supposed  that  soon  after  this, 
he,  with  his  son,  Shubael,  moved  to  that  part  of 
Lynn,  Mass.,  Avhich  is  now  the  town  of  Lynnfield. 
His  first  wife,  Hannah,  died  in  Watertown,  and  was 
buried  July  2,  1651,  and  he  married  (second)  June 
22,  1654,  Rebecca  Gibson,  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Gibson,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  The  births 
of  the  first  two  of  their  children  are  recorded  in 
Cambridge,  but  the  mother  was  a member  of  the 
Watertown  Church  in  February,  1658-59.  The 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  June  2,  1650;  Shu- 
bael, Sept.  20,  1655  ; John,  Jan.  24,  1656-57 ; Isaac, 
Charles,  Rebecca  and  Martha. 

(II)  Isaac  Stearns,  son  of  Charles,  settled  in 
Salem,  and  died  previous  to  1692.  His  widow, 
Hannah,  remarried  in  1694.  Their  children  were: 
Rebecca,  torn  Jan.  15,  1684-85;  Isaac,  July  28, 
1687,  and  John,  Dec.  20,  1690. 

(III)  John  Stearns,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  Dec. 
20,  1690.  He  married  (first)  Sept.  24,  1711,  Mar- 
tha Willard,  and  (second)  Rebecca,  who  'survived 
him,  and  to  whom  administration  was  granted  in 
1738.  The  children  were:  John,  Elizabeth,  Eu- 
nice, and  Rebecca,  all  of  whom  were  under  age  in 
1738. 

(IV)  John  Stearns  (2),  son  of  John,  settled  m 
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Is^wport,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  Feb.  18,  1781,  aged 
sixty-eight  years.  He  married  Rachel  Pettiplace, 
of  Newport,  who  died  of  a casualty,  Sept.  5,  1798^ 
aged  seventy-five  years.  Tlieir  children  were: 
Williard,  \\  illiard  (2),  John,  Martha,  Han- 
nah, Simon,  Isaac  and  Samuel. 

( \'  ) Samuel  Stearns,  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
in  xA.ngnst,  1765, and  in  1788,  he  married  Sarah  Bil- 
lings, born  in  May,  1764,  eldest  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel L.  and  Elizabeth  (\’inson)  Billings,  of  New- 
port, he  formerly  of  Little  Compton.  Mr.  and  iMrs. 
Stearns  had  children  as  follows:  John,  born  Dec. 
16,  1788;  William,  in  August,  1790;  Sarah  Vinson, 
Nov.  12,  1791;  Elizabeth,  June  4,  1793;  Benjamin, 
m July,  1795;  Samuel,  in  April,  1797;  William, 
in  October,  1798;  Martha,  in  April,  1800:  Clarissa, 
m October,  1801;  Clarissa  (2),  in  December,  1803, 
and  Hannah,  in  May,  1805. 

(VI)  John  Sterne  (as  he  used  to  write  his  name) 
born  Dec.  16,  1788,  son  of  Samuel  Stearns,  married 
Dec.  8,  1811.  Maria  Collins,  born  Jan.  5.  1790. 
daughter  of  John  and  Sabra  (Smith)  Thurston,  of 
Newport.  iMr.  Sterne  resided  at  Newport,  where 
untd  1838  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  lines  as 
a^  grocer,  first  on  Kinsley's  Wharf,  and  later  at 
No.  42  Washington  Scpiare,  which  latter  building 
he  purchased  iu  1847,  continuing  therein  successfully 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Sterne  was  a stalwart  Whig, 
and  served  his  native  State  in  various  cajiacities, 
being  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  New- 
port for  several  terms,  and  was  State  Treasurer  of 
Rhode  Island  from  1832  to  1840.  In  18^6  he  was 
elected  cashier  of  the  Newport  Exchange  Bank, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  several  years.  He 
was  a member  of  Zion’s  Episcopal  Church,  and  later 
of  Trinity  Episcoi)al  Church.  Mr.  Sterne  died  at 
Newport.  R.  L.  Oct.  ii,  1853,  aged  sixty-four 
years,  and  his  wife  died  Oct.  9,  1849.  Their  children 
were:  ]\Iaria  Thurston,  born  Sept,  ii,  1812;  Car- 
oline Matilda,  Feb. .6,  1815;  Samuel.  June  21,  1817; 
Charles  Thurston,  July  14,  1819;  Charles  Thurston 
(2),  Jan.  23.  1821  : (ieorgianna.  Dec.  29.  1822;  Har- 
riet Elizabeth,  Aug.  3,  1825  ; Martha  Maria.  April 
16,  1828;  Andrew  Jackson,  Oct.  7,  1830;  Louisa, 
July  16.  1832.  and  John,  April  17,  1834. 

(\ TI)  Samuel  Sterne,  son  of  John,  born  June 
21.  1817.  married  June  24,  1841,  Martha  Jane, 
daughter  of  Clark  and  iMartha  (Burdick)  Burdick, 
of  Newport.  ^Mr.  Sterne,  after  acquiring  a common 
school  education,  became  a clerk  in  his  father’s 
grocery,  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  the  lat- 
ter's death,  when  he  continued  the  business  as  his 
own  for  several  years.  He  resided  at  Newport  all 
of  his  life  and  was  the  possessor  of  much  valuable 
real  estate.  He  was  one  of  the  city’s  most  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected  citizens.  From  1861  to  1877 
he  was  Judge  of  Probate.  In  that  office  he  succeed- 
ed the  late  George  W.  Taylor,  and  on  tendering  his 
resignation  after  a long  and  faithful  incumbency  of 
the  office,  was  himself  succeeded  by  Mr.  Darius 
Baker,  now  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 


State  of  Rhode  Island.  After  his  retirement,  in 
1877,  from  public  life,  Mr.  Sterne  was  occupied  in 
caring  for  his  interests,  and  was  engaged  in  set- 
tling several  estates.  He  was  a stanch  Republican, 
in  politics,  and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  being  a member  of 
Emmanuel  Church,  of  Newport.  Mr.  Sterne  died 
Jan.  8,  1895,  his  home  on  iMarlborough  street, 
Newport,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  His 
wife  died  in  Newport,  April  24,  1881,  aged  sixty- 
one  years.  Their  union  was  blessed  by  children  as 
follows  : Charles  Thurston  ; Ella,  who  died  unmar- 
ried : Kate,  wife  of  Grant:  P.  Taylor,  treasurer  of 
the  Savings  Rank  of  Newport,  and  Miss  Sophia  E., 
who  resides  in  Newport. 

(\TH)  Charles  Thurston  Sterne,  son  of 
Samuel,  was  torn  June  8,  1849,  i*"*  Newport,  and 
received  his  early  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  which  he  attended  until 
about  sixteen  years  of  age.  After  serving  for  a 
short  time  as  a clerk  in  R.  H.  Stanton’s  grocery 
store,  he  then  became  a clerk  in  the  Newport  post- 
office,  under  postmaster  Thomas  Coggeshall.  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  for  a year  or  two, 
and  then  took  a business  course  in  Scholfield  s 
Business  College,  of  Providence.  After  completing 
his  studies  there,  Mr.  Sterne  became  a clerk  in  the 
grocery  store  conducted  by  his  father,  in  whose 
em])loy  he  remained  for  several  years.  He  then 
went  West,  and  for  four  years  was  engaged  in  the 
commission  business  in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee. 
Returning  East  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  ac- 
cejited  a position  with  Austin,  Nichols  & Co.,  whole- 
sale grocers  of  New  York,  and  the  next  four  years 
were  .spent  in  their  employ ; then  he  returned  to  his 
native  city,  and  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  opening  a cigar  store  at  No.  42  Washing- 
ton Square,  in  the  store-room  formerly  occupied 
l)y  his  father  and  grandfather  while  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  Here  he  continued  successfully 
in  business  for  about  ten  years,  when  he  sold  out. 
In  1894  iMr.  Sterne  established  the  City  Steam 
Laundry  of  Newjjort,  and  uj^on  the  organization 
of  the  company  he  was  made  president  and  general 
manager,  a capacity  in  which  he  has  since  continued, 
the  success  of  the  venture  being  largely  due  to  his 
executive  ability  and  business  acumen. 

In  ])olitical  faith  IMn  Sterne  is  a stanch  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
although  he  has  never  cared  for  nor  sought  public 
office.  Socially  he  holds  membership  in  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  iMen,  being  a member  of  Wee- 
nat  Shassit  Tribe  No.  6,  of  Newport.  Mr.  Sterne 
is  unmarried. 

RANDALL  (Woonsocket  family).  The  Woon- 
socket Randalls  are  a branch  of  the  old  Randall 
family  of  Richmond,  New  Hampshire.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  family  at  Woonsocket,  whose  head 
is  the  present  veteran  banker  of  that  city,  Reuben 
G.  Randall,  Esq.,  who,  in  point  of  service  in  bank- 
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ing  and  in  other  official  relations,  has  a record  of 
continual  service,  perhaps,  second  to  none  in  the 
State,  a service  of  more  than  fifty-five  years  with 
one  institution,  and  only  a few  less  with  several 
other  institutions. 

For  several  generations  the  forefathers  of 
Banker  Reuben  G.  Randall,  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Woonsocket,  were  residents  of  the  town  of 
Richmond,  New  Hampshire,  one  of  whom,  xNbra- 
ham  Randall,  of  record  as  coming  from  Smithfield, 
settled  in  that  town  in  1763,  and  was  practically 
the  first  settler  on  Lot  12,  Range  8,  it  being  prob- 
able, however,  that  the  year  previous,  his  brother- 
in-law,  one  Mr.  Lyon,  had  made  upon  the  place  a 
small  clearing.  The  lot  upon  which  Mr.  Randall 
settled  became  known  as  the  Buffum  place. 

From  this  x\braham  Randall  the  descent  of 
Banker  Randall  is  through  Reuben  and  David  Ran- 
dall, which  generations  in  detail  follow  : 

Abraham  Randall,  born  Nov.  24,  1731,  married 
Sarah  Lyon,  and  there  came  to  them  eleven  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Randall  about  1786  removed  to  Swan- 
sea, X.  H.  Their  children  were:  Freelove,  born 
Jan.  II,  1754;  Mary,  Oct.  22,  1756;  Reuben,  Jan. 
27,  1760;  Levi,  Dec.  22,  1761;  Wait,  x-\pril  10, 
1763;  Sarah,  xA.ug.  20,  1765;  Rufus,  Dec.  5,  1768; 
Asahel,  xNpril  20,  .1770;  Stephen,  Feh.  15,  1774; 
xA.braham,  Oct.  7,  1778;  W’illiam,  Sept.  26,  1780. 
Abraham  Randall,  the  father,  died  in  1804. 

Reuben  Randall,  son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah 
(Lyon)  Randall,  born  Jan.  27,  1760,  married  Alary 
Aldrich,  from  Xorthbridge,  and  was  the  first  set- 
tler on  Lot  17,  Range  2,  in  the  town  of  Richmond, 
N.  H.  He  died  /\ug.  16,  1851,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years.  His  wife  passed  away  about 
1830.  Their  children  were:  Hannah,  born  Jan. 
10,  1783;  David,  July  21,  1784;  Mary,  Sept.  19, 
1785;  Joseph,  June  i,  1786;  Rufus,  June  29,  1792; 
Sarah,  July  19,  1794;  Lydia,  April  26,  1796;  Rhoda, 
June  12,  1798;  Silence,  Nov.  25,  1800;  Reuben, 
Nov.  I,  1802;  Levi,  June  8,  1805:  and  Stephen, 
Alay  25,  1807. 

David  Randall,  son  of  Reuben  and  Alary  (/Aid- 
rich)  Randall,  born  July  21,  1784,  married  in  1824, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Aloses  xAllen,  Jr.,  and  they  lived 
with  Air.  Randall’s  father.  Air.  Randall  died  in 
April,  1836,  and  his  widow'  married  (second)  Obed 
Harkness.  She  died  Alarch  2,  1881.  The  children 
born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Randall  were:  David  F., 
born  April  19,  1825  (died  in  Springfield)  ; Reuben 
G.,  Sept.  24,  1826;  Hannah  (died  in  infancy); 
Aloses  xA..,  Oct.  20,  1829  (died  xApril  20,  1851)  ; 
Stephen  L.,  Alarch  13,  1831  (died  in  infancy) 
Thomas  xA.,  xAug.  4,  1834;  and  Benjamin  F.,  July 
25,  1836. 

Reuben  G.  R.\ni).\ll,  son  of  David  and  Ruth 
(xAllen)  Randall,  born  Sept.  24,  1826,  in  the  town 
of  Richmond,  N.  H.,  married  (first)  in  November, 
1853,  Sylvia  Harrington,  and  (second)  in  June, 
1857,  xAlpha  Aledora  Cook,  daughter  of  W illis  Cook. 

Air.  Randall  received  his  preliminary  education 


in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  fur- 
thered his  studies  at  the  Friends'  School,  Providence. 
He  then  began  a business  career,  and  for  eight  years 
was  bookkeeper  for  the  manufacturing  concern  of 
Air.  Dexter  Ballou,  of  WMonsocket,  R.  1.  Severing 
his  connection  wdth  Air.  Ballou  in  1850,  he  was  made 
cashier  of  the  Railroad  Bank  of  that  place,  which  in 
1865  became  the  First  National  Bank  of  Woon- 
socket, a relation  he  has  ever  since  sustained  to 
it.  In  1857  he  was  made  treasurer  of  the 
People’s  Savings  Bank,  and  is  still  serving  in  that 
capacity.  He  was  made  treasurer  of  the  Woon- 
socket Gas  Company  in  1859,  and  has  continued  in 
service  to  the  present  writing  (1906).  Since  1863 
he  has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Harris  Insti- 
tute at  Woonsocket. 

One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines  to  judge 
of  the  quality  of  man  the  venerable  banker  to  whom 
w’e  have  just  briefly  referred  is.  Such  a record  of 
long  continued  service  wdth  so  many  institutions 
is  with  little  doubt  unparalleled  in  the  State.  Such 
fidelity  to  trusts  on  his  part,  and  such  confidence 
in  him  by  those  entrusting  him,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  great  esteem  and  respect  in  wdiich  he  is  held  in 
his  community,  it  w'ould  be  difficult  to  parallel. 
Of  modest  disposition  and  manner,  wdth  no  taste 
for  notoriety  or  public  preferment,  and  largely  en- 
gfrossed  in  business.  Air.  Randall  has  been  content 
to  keep  aloof  from  the  strife  and  excitement  inci- 
dent to  politics,  he  having  never  held  political  office. 

The  children  born  to  the  second  marriage  of  Air. 
Randall  are : W illis  C.  and  Ruth  xA.,  the  latter 
now  the  w ife  of  Henry  C.  Hubbard,  of  Woonsocket. 
Airs.  Randall  died  at  her  home  Jan.  13,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  nine  months  and  twelve 
days,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery. 
She  was  a native  of  WMonsocket,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  place,  graduating  from 
the  grammar  school,  and  afterward  teaching.  She 
was  much  interested  in  charitable  and  religious 
work,  and  w^as  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 

VIALL.  The  Viall  family,  one  of  the  oldest 
in  New^  England,  was  brought  to  this  country  by 
(I)  John  Viall,  born  probably  in  England  in  about 
1619,  who  first  appears  in  Boston,  where  he  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  in  1639.  His  name  is  of  record 
in  Boston  in  many  real  estate  transactions.  He  was 
also  the  owner  and  occupant  of  the  old  Ship  Tavern 
of  Boston  from  1662  to  1679,  when  he  removed  to 
Swansea.  John  Viall’s  first  wife.  Alary,  died  be- 
tween 1656  and  1664,  and  his  second  wife  was  Eliz- 
aheth  Smith,  daughter  of  Richard  Smith,  of  Bris- 
tol (1682)  and  its  first  town  clerk.  By  this  marriage 
it  is  inferred  that  Air.  Viall  had  become  a proprie- 
tor in  the  Narragansett  country.  On  Jan.  20, 
1680,  he  became  owner  of  115  acres  on  or  near 
xAnnaw’omscott  brook.  He  died  Feb.  26,  1685-86. 
His  children  by  his  first  marriage  were:  Hope- 
still,  born  Aug.  14,  1639,  married  July  i,  1659, 
William  Shute ; Marv,  born  Nov.  30,  1641 ; John, 


654 


RHODE  ISLAND 


baptized  June  2,  1644;  Nathaniel,  born  July  23, 
1646;  Mercy,  born  March  ii,  1649;  Sarah,  born 
jMarch  14,  1651-52;  Joseph,  born  June  4,  1654; 
Abigail,  born  Oct.  21,  1656.  The  children  by  the 
second  marriage  were:  James,  baptized  June  12, 
1664;  Samuel,  born  Nov.  25,  1667  (died  in  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  June  10,  1749,  aged  eighty-two)  ; Elizabeth, 
born  April  16,  1670;  Benjamin,  baptized  April  14, 
1672;  Jonathan,  born  16 — (died  in  Barrington  in 

(II)  Benjamin  Viall,  baptized  April  14,  1672, 
son  of  John,  died  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Sept.  6,  1750. 
He  was  married  in  Rehoboth,  May  26,  1701,  to 
Esther  Wiswell  (or  Wiswall)  and  his  second  wife’s 
name  was  Sarah.  Benjamin  \dall  was  a prominent 
man  in  Barrington  as  a town  officer.  He  was  chos- 
en assessor  in  1717,  the  year  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  town ; was  chosen  one  of  the  selectmen  Alarch 
16,  1718-19,  and  in  1722;  ensign,  selectman  and 
treasurer  in  1723;  was  chosen  moderator  of  the 
town  meeting  and  town  treasurer  in  1723;  and  as- 
sessor in  1725.  On  Sept.  1,  1708,  Benjamin  and 
his  brother  bought  of  Samuel  Cranston,  of  New- 
port, the  estate  in  Swansea  and  Rehoboth  formerly 
owned  by  Noah  Floyd,  of  Swansea,  and  which 
was  originally  a part  of  the  “W  illett”  estate.  His 
children  were:  John,  baptized  in  Rehoboth,  March 
19,  1704-05,  died  before  1750;  Nathaniel,  baptized 
in  Rehoboth,  Nov.  11,  1705,  died  Feb.  19,  1800. 
in  his  ninety-fourth  year ; Thomas ; Hannah,  mar- 
ried June  29,  1735,  Joshua  Smith;  Esther,  born  in 
1716,  married  (intent  published)  Sept.  3,  1744, 
Capt.  Ephraim  Tiffany,  of  Warren,  and  she  died  in 
Barrington  March  19,  1792. 

(III)  Nathaniel  Viall,  baptized  in  Rehoboth 
Nov.  II,  1705,  son  of  Benjamin,  married  Alethea 
Allen,  daughter  of  Thomas  Allen ; she  died  May  26, 
1787,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  Their  children 
were:  Samuel,  born  in  1730?  was  killed  on  board 
the  galley  “Spitfire”  by  an  explosion  of  gun  powder, 
April  2,  1777;  Benjanfin,  born  in  1731,  died  March 
22,  1819;  John,  born  May  25,  1734,  died  Feb.  20, 
1756;  Elizabeth,  was  born  February  24,  1735;  Al- 
ethea, born  in  1739,  died  July  25,  1768. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Viall,  born  in  1731,  son  of  Na- 
thaniel, married  in  W'arren,  Jan.  23,  I755>  Keziah 
Brown,  who  died  Nov.  4,  1812.  Children:  Johan- 
na, born  Dec.  22,  1755,  married  Dec.  3,  1778,  Peleg 
Paine,  of  Rehoboth;  John,  born  Nov.  26,  1759, 
died  April  7,  1833;  Nathaniel,  born  April  ii,  1762, 
died  in  See|conk,  Dec.  31,  1852,  aged  ninety  years; 
Alethea,  born  April  17,  1765,  married  Nov.  19, 
1786,  Joseph  Bicknell,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.;  Hez- 
ekiah,  born  May  10,  1772,  died  Oct.  ii,  1849. 

(V)  Capt.  John  Viall,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Keziah  Viall,  born  Nov.  26,  1759,  died  April  7, 
1833.  He  married  March  22,  1780,  Esther,  born 
■May  18,  1751,  daughter  of  Solomon  Peck.  She 
died  June  9,  1818,  in  her  sixty-ninth  year.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  Elizabeth,  relict  of  John  Coy  (nee 
Barnes).  His  widow  married  (third)  Jonathan 


Drowne.  The  children  of  Capt.  Viall  were  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel,  born  Nov.  25,  1782,  died  Feb.  23, 
1867;  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  5,  1785,  died  Nov.  5, 
1867;  Keziah,  born  Nov.  16,  1786,  died  Dec.  9, 
1803,  in  her  eighteenth  year;  Esther,  born  Jan.  21, 
1789,  married  about  1810  Ebenezer  Peck. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Viall,  born  Feb.  5,  1785,  son  of 
Capt.  John  and  Esther  (Peck)  Viall,  married  Jan. 

1,  1809,  Hannah  Kinnicut,  who  died  March  7, 
1874.  Their  children  were  : ( i ) Benjamin  Bourne, 
born  Oct.  9,  1809,  married  Oct.  15,  1831,  in  Provi- 
dence, Julia  Frances  Rice,  who  died  March  20, 
1874.  He  died  Dec.  8,  1865.  They  had  one  child, 
Anna  Harriett  Byron,  who  married  George  T. 
Gardner.  (2)  Horace  Townsend  was  born  April 

2,  1813.  (3)  Esther,  (4)  Hannah,  (5)  Rebecca, 

triplets,  born  Nov.  3,  1814,  died  Nov.  4,  1814. 
(6)  Julia  Kinnicut  was  born  April  27,  1816.  (7) 

Esther  Peck,  born  March  29,  1818,  married  in 
Providence,  Nov.  28,  1844,  Joshua  Bickwell,  and 
had  a son,  Walter.  (8)  George  Kinnicut  was  born 
March  9,  1820.  (9)  IMartha  Bourne,  born  Dec. 

5,  1821,  married  Feb.  7,  1843,  Henry  Saunders, 
and  had  children : W illiam,  born  in  Warren  Dec. 
10,  1843,  now  in  New  Bedford;  Julia  W.,  born  in 
Warren,  March  13,  1847,  ^11  New  York  married 
a Greenmail ; Henry  V.,  born  in  New  Bedford, 
April  2,  1853.  (10)  Edward  Harvey,  born  Nov. 

10,  1824,  died  Sept.  4,  1882.  (ii)  Shearjashub 
Townsend  was  born  June  i,  1827.  (12)  Wdlliam 

Brown  was  born  June  13,  1829. 

(VII)  George  K.  Viall,  born  March  9,  1820, 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Kinnicut)  Viall, 
married  in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  April  4,  1840,  Ardelia, 
daughter  of  Perez  and  Harriet  Richmond.  Their 
children  all  born  in  Barrington,  were : Harriet  R. 
and  Ednah  A.,  twins,  born  Sept.  4,  1842,  died  Sept. 
12,  1842;  George  Richmond,  born  Sept,  ii,  1843, 
married  in  Barrington,  Ella  Thayer,  daughter  of 
George  Wh  Thayer,  of  Providence ; Ednah,  born 
March  13,  1845,  married  Isaac  T.  Barnum ; Anna 
Louisa,  born  Jan.  i,  1848,  married  (first)  Mr.  Win- 
slow, and  (second)  Joshua  A.  Paine;  William  Hen- 
ry, born  Nov.  9,  1850,  died  April  5,  1854;  Ida  Co- 
rinne,  born  April  8,  1856,  married  Henry  B.  Dean, 
of  East  Providence,  of  the  firm  of  Dean  & Sibley, 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

(VIII)  George  R.  Viall,  son  of  George  K., 
was  born  in  Barrington,  and  attended  first  the  dis- 
trict school  of  his  native  town,  and  then  the  high 
school  of  Barrington,  and  later  for  several  terms 
the  high  school  of  WMrren.  He  left  school  per- 
manently when  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years 
of  age.  His  father  was  then  engaged  in  the  meat 
business,  and  he  worked  with  him  being,  as  he  said, 
the  boy  of  all  work.  When  nineteen  he  left  home, 
and  for  one  season  worked  in  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
He  came  back  home  and  spent  one  season  with  his 
father,  and  when  twenty-one  came  to  Providence, 
working  for  a Mr.  Read  for  one  winter.  He  then 
started  in  the  retail  business  for  himself  at  Nayatt 
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Point,  running  a cart  for  himself  for  two  or  three 
years.  His  next  change  was  to  engage  in  the  whole- 
sale meat  business  in  a small  way,  buying  his  cattle 
partly  in  Brighton,  and  partly  at  home,  dressing 
and  selling  all  his  own  beeves.  In  this  he  continu- 
ed for  four  or  five  years.  In  1880  he  went  to  Lin- 
coln, R.  L,  and  leased  the  plant  of  a Mr.  Tucker, 
who  had  recently  died,-  and  continued  the  dressing 
and  selling  of  meat  by  the  wholesale  in  that  place 
for  two  years,  but  on  account  of  natural  complica- 
tions he  discontinued  business  there,  and  in  1882 
(removed  his  business  to  Providence,  where  he 
formed  an  arrangement  with  Comstock  Bros.,  to 
buy  cattle  for  him  in  Albany.  These  he  killed  and 
supplied  his  trade.  At  about  this  time  western 
dressed  beef  began  to  be  shipped  in,  and  Comstock 
& Son  stopped  killing  cattle  and  took  the  agency  of 
a Chicago  firm.  Mr.  Viall  made  arrangements  to 
sell  that  beef  through  them  on  commission,  taking 
his  beef  in  car  lots,  but  he  continued  this  for  but 
one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1883  he  was  approached 
by  the  agent  of  the  Armours,  and  accepted  the 
agency  of  that  great  firm,  taking  their  beef  on  con- 
signment, and  selling  it  principally  by  the  car,  a 
thing  which  seemed  almost  impossible  at  those 
times,  but  by  the  most  indomitable  will,  he  succeed- 
ed. He  was  then  doing  business  in  small  cramped 
quarters ; the  disadvantages  were  so  great  that  he 
insisted  that  the  company  put  up  a building  for  him. 
It  was  finally  located  at  No.  316  Canal  street, 
where  it  is  now.  This  district  at  that  time  seemed 
much  out  of  the  way  for  business,  but  it  has  since 
become  the  center  of  the  wholesale  meat  business 
of  Providence.  To  Mr.  Viall’s  energy  and  business 
grit,  the  trade  was  put  up  to  a point  where  the 
sales  reached  an  average  of  150  to  175  beeves 
per  week.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Armours  in  Providence.  As  said 
before  he  is  the  consignee  of  the  company,  and  the 
relations  between  himself  and  his  house  have  been 
of  the  most  cordial  nature  during  this  whole  time. 
His  business  has  been  a success  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word ; but  a success  built  upon  the  hardest  kind 
of  work  and  strict  attention  to  the  best  business 
principle. 

Mr.  Viall  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but  he  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  party  work.  He  has  been 
a home  man,  and  has  never  become  a member  of 
either  fraternal  or  social  clubs  of  any  kind.  On 
Jan.  I,  1872,  Mr.  Viall  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Barrington,  to  Ella  Thayer,  daughter  of  George  W. 
Thayer,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  Their  children  were : 
Florence  T.,  born  Feb.  4,  1873,  died  Aug.  20, 
1873  ; Anna  R.,  born  Sept.  20,  1874,  married  George 
A.  Abbott,  of  Providence ; Ella  F.,  born  July  30, 
1877,  married  Dr.  J.  W.  Bond,  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  Milton  T.,  born  April  12,  1882. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Viall,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
April  II,  1762,  died  Jan.  25,  1852.  He  married 
April  28,  1783,  Patience  Richmond,  of  Rehoboth, 
born  Feb.  24,  1763,  and  died  June  ii,  1854,  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  Rogers  and  Hannah  (Kinnicut)  Rich- 
mond. They  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Richmond,  born  Nov.  8,  1789,  died  un- 
married, March  31,  1814;  Ora,  born  June  9,  1791, 
died  unmarried  July  7,  1876;  Nancy,  born  Jan.  15, 
1793,  died  unmarried  Aug.  29,  1816;  xMison,  born 
April  9,  1795,  died  Nov.  3,  1866;  Hannah  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1799;  Nathaniel,  born  March  14,  1803, 
died  in  Providence,  April  8,  1847. 

Mrs.  Patience  (Richmond)  V iall,  through  her 
father,  was  descended  from  John  Alden  and  his 
wife  Priscilla  Mullins,  daughter  of  William,  who 
came  to  Plymouth  in  the  “Mayflower,”,^ in  1620. 
John  Alden  and  Priscilla  were  married  in  1623, 
and  had  eleven  children.  Elizabeth  Alden,  their 
eldest  daughter,  married,  Dec.  18,  1644,  William 
Peabody,  who  died  Dec.  13,  1707,  aged  eighty-seven 
years,  at  Little  Compton,  R.  L;  she  died  May  31, 
1717,  aged  ninety-four  years,  and  is  buried  at  Little 
Compton,  R.  I.  Elizabeth  Peabody,  their  daughter, 
born  April  24,  1647,  married,  Nov.  16,  1666,  John 
Rogers,  a Boston  and  Duxbury  merchant,  who 
died  June  28,  1732,  in  his  ninety-second  year,  and 
was  buried  at  Prince’s  Hill,  Barrington,  R.  I.  Eliz- 
abeth Rogers,  their  daughter,  married  Sylvester 
Richmond,  of  Little  Compton,  who-  was  born  in 
1672,  and  who  died  Nov.  20,  1754;  she  died  Oct. 
23,  1724,  the  mother  of  eleven  children.  Peleg 
Richmond,  their  son,  born  Oct.  25,  1700,  married 
Mary  Vial,  who  died  April  19,  1781,  and  he  died 
z\ug.  3,  1783 ; both  are  buried  at  Little  Neck,  East 
Providence,  R.  I.  John  Rogers  Richmond,  their 
.son,  died  April  30,  1816,  aged  seventy-nine  years ; 
he  married  Hannah  Kinnicutt,  who  died  July  5, 
1800,  in  her  sixty-first  year,  and  their  daughter. 
Patience,  married  Nathaniel  Viall,  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

(VI)  Anson  Viall,  born  April  9,  1795,  son  of 
Nathaniel,  married  March  29,  18 — , Elizabeth  Bick- 
nell,  daughter  of  Joshua  Bicknell.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  married  Edward  R.  Wheeler;  Rich- 
mond was  born  Dec.  16,  1834;  Amey ; Nathaniel, 
born  in  April,  1836,  died  June  10,  1856;  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

(VII)  Richmond  Viall,  born  Dec.  16,  1834, 

married  Eliza  N.  Cole,  and  their  children  were: 
One  that  died  in  infancy ; William  A.,  born  Oct.  26, 
1861 ; Richmond  Irvin,  born  in  Providence,  Nov. 
6,  1863,  died  June  10,  1875 ; Abert  A.,  born  Sept. 
5’  ^^71-  . . ^ ^ 

Richmond  Viall  was  born  in  Barrington,  R.  I., 
but  his  father  having  moved  into  Seekonk  (now 
East  Providence)  he  received  his  schooling  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  town  at  Bullock  Point,  now 
Crescent  Park.  Leaving  school  at  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  learned  the  jeweler's  trade  in  the  employ 
of  the  firm  of  Briggs,  Hough  & Stone,  Providence. 
In  this  he  served  a regular  apprenticeship  of  three 
years,  and  continued  with  . the  firm  for  one  year 
thereafter,  making  his  home  during  this  time  with 
Mr  Hough,  one  of  the  firm.  In  1857  he  went  to 
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Attleboro,  and  continued  working  at  his  trade  until 
the  war  broke  out,  when  he  dropped  it,  and  never 
again  resumed  it.  At  this  time  he  was  employed 
for  some  time  by  i\lr.  Hendel  Daggett,  manufacturer 
of  Cavalry  sabres,  continuing  with  him  until  Jan. 
5,  1863.  On  the  following  day,  Jan.  6,  1863,  Mr. 
Viall  came  to  Providence  and  entered  the  shops  of 
J.  R.  Brown  & Sharpe,  as  a machine  hand,  at  $1.50 
per  day,  or  at  fifteen  cents  per  hour.  The  books 
of  Mr.  Sharpe  show  that  on  April  ist,  of  this 
year  there  were  employed  in  their  shops  about  150 
men.  On  Jan.  i,  1864,  Mr.  Vdall’s  name  first  ap- 
peared as  a foreman  on  sewing  machine  castings, 
having  37  men  under  him.  In  1872  when  the  firm 
removed  to  its  present  location,  Mr.  \’iall  was  given 
entire  charge  of  the  sewing  machine  work,  having 
under  his  immediate  charge  a much  larger  force 
of  men.  On  Feb.  16,  1878,  he  was  made  superin- 
tendent of  the  entire  plant  and  has  continued  as 
such  to  the  present  time.  In  his  long  connection 
with  the  firm  of  over  forty-two  years,  }ilr.  \'iall 
has  seen  it  grow  from  a plant  employing  from  125 
to  150  men  to  one  now  (August,  1907)  employ- 
ing 4,100  men.  Mr.  Viall  has  been  a Republican 
on  national  questions,  but  is  independent  on  local 
politics,  and  has  never  taken  an  active  j)art  in 
public  affairs.  He  is  a member  of  the  Central 
Congregational  Church. 

(VTII)  William  A.  \'iall,  born  Oct.  2O,  1861, 
married,  June  10,  1891,  Harriett  E.  Warner,  daugh- 
ter of  Carlos  J.  and  Nancy  (Coring)  Warner.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  namely ; 
Katherine,  born  Dec.  i,  1892,  died  July  23,  1893; 
Virginia,  born  Nov.  12,  1894,  and  Richmond  1 1, 
born  June  26,  1896. 

CHARLES  H.  PERKINS.  In  the  jieopling  of 
New  England  in  the  first  stages  of  its  settlement  in 
the  earlier  years  of  the  seventeenth  century  there 
came  from  England  a number  of  emigrants  bearing 
the  name  of  Perkins,  and  in  the  years  and  centuries 
that  have  followed  in  the  flight  of  time  the  Per- 
kinses of  New  England  have  shown  themselves  of 
that  type  of  manhood  here  that  gave  to  their  fore- 
fathers position  and  rank  there  in  “merrie’’  Eng- 
land, where  the  name  and  family  are  ancient  and 
distinguished. 

One  John  Perkins,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  born  in 
1590,  it  is  said,  at  Newent,  Gloucestershire.  Eng- 
land, came  probably  in  the  ship  “Lion,’’  to  Boston, 
in  1631,  with  Roger  Williams,  bringing  also  his 
wife  Judith,  son  John,  and  probably  other  children. 
For  two  years  i\Ir.  Perkins  lived  at  Boston,  mov- 
ing to  Ipswich  in  1633 ; was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  in  1636,  etc.  Two  of  his  grandsons.  Joseph 
and  Jabez,  sons  of  Jacob  Perkins,  removed  to  the 
town  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  from  them  have 
come  many  of  the  name  all  through  that  region  of 
country,  a number  of  whom  have  become  eminent 
in  the  learned  professions.  One  of  these  was  Dr. 


Elisha  Perkins,  a native  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  the  in- 
ventor of  the  “metallic  tractors,”  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases;  another  was  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins, 
pastor  of  the  church  in  West  Hartford,  Conn.,  1772- 
1838,  a prominent  and  influential  divine;  still  an- 
other was  Hon.  Seth  Perkins,  an  eminent  lawyer 
first  at  New  Haven,  then  in  New  York  City;  then  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  lived  Hon.  Elisha  Perkins  (Yale 
College,  1781),  who  was  an  eminent  lawyer — a 
man  of  great  strength  and  rectitude  of  character; 
again,  too,  at  Hartford  in  a later  day  lived  the  dis- 
tinguished author  and  public  official,  Hon.  Frederic 
Beecher  Perkins. 

Among  the  early  immigrants  of  New  England 
of  the  Perkins  name  was  Rev.  William,  born  in 
160/,  son  of  William  Perkins,  of  London,  and 
grandson  of  George,  of  Abbots  Salford,  in  the 
County  of  Warwick,  yeopian.  Rev.  William  Per- 
kins came  to  New  England  in  1631;  was  at  Rox- 
bury,  freeman,  1634;  deputy,  1644;  was  one  of  the 
first  to  plant  at  Ipswich  as  early  as  1633  ; he  was  for 
a time  at  Weymouth ; was  selectman ; removed  to 
Gloucester  and  became  pastor  of  the  church.  He 
finally  removed  to  Topsfield,  where  he  died  in  1682. 
“He  was  a man  of  education  and  very  varied  ac- 
complishments.” And  at  Hampton,  N.  H.,  among 
the  grantees  appeared  Abraham  Perkins,  who  set- 
tled there  about  1628,  some  of  whose  descendants 
lived  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Beverly,  Plympton, 
North  Bridgewater  (which  is  now  Brockton),  etc. 
While  in  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  there  were  still  other  immigrants 
from  England,  from  whom  have  come  many  who 
have  worn  and  are  now  worthily  wearing  the  Per- 
kins name  and  sustaining  the  family  reputation. 

It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  article  to  go 
into  details  concerning  the  genealogy  of  the  Perkins 
of  this  section,  having  given  this  much  of  the  early 
New  England  family  by  way  of  showing  the  char- 
acter of  those  of  the  name  who  have  in  part  spread 
the  name  and  family  not  only  in  New  England,  but 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  the  chief  object  of 
this  paper  to  set  forth  something  of  the  life,  family 
history  and  antecedents  of  the  Rhode  Island  branch 
of  the  Perkins  family,  the  head  of  which  was  vested 
in  the  late  Hon.  Charles  H.  Perkins,  of  Providence, 
the  inventor  and  manufacturer,  through  whose 
genius,  mechanical  skill  and  perseverance  not  only 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  so  greatly  jirofited 
but  this  country  and  other  countries  of  the  world. 

Through  the  old  Raynham  and  Taunton  section 
of  Massachusetts,  where,  in  an  early  day  esjiecially, 
was  carried  on  so  extensively  the  iron  industry,  lived 
a number  of  the  Perkins  name  whose  occupation  for 
several  generations  was  in  the  line  of  iron  working. 
One  of  these  was  the  father  of  the  late  Josiah  Per- 
kins, who,  as  was  the  son  and  son’s  son,  was  an  iron 
worker.  The  early  family  home  was  in  the  town  of 
Middleboro,  a younger  generation  living  and  oper- 
ating in  Taunton.  And  here  in  Taunton  was  born 
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Aug.  27,  1830,  the  man  whose  life  is  here  portrayed, 
and  here  lived  his  parents,  the  father  a skilled  iron 
worker,  as  had  been  his  ancestors  before  him. 
David  Perkins,  father  of  Charles  H.,  died  when  the 
son  was  quite  young,  leaving  the  family  in  straitened 
circumstances.  At  the  age  of  six  years  the  lad  was 
put  to  work  on  a farm  near  Taunton,  receiving  no 
wages  beyond  his  board,  but  being  permitted  to  at- 
tend the  district  school  a few  months  each  winter. 
At  thirteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  black- 
smith’s trade  with  Gilbert  & Wheeler,  who  had  a 
small  country  blacksmith  shop  near  Taunton,  and 
young  Perkins  made  his  home  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Wheeler,  who  was  very  kind  to  him.  Mr.  Perkins 
in  after  years  employed  Mr.  Wheeler  as  a traveling 
salesman,  that  gentleman  remaining  in  his  employ 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Perkins  inheriting  the  mechanical  genius 
which  has  been  a family  characteristic  for  genera- 
tions, extending  back  into  England,  proved  to  be  a 
most  apt  pupil,  and  in  a very  short  time  had  mas- 
tered his  trade.  At  the  termination  of  his  appren- 
ticeship in  1846  he  went  to  Taunton  to  learn  the 
machinist’s  trade,  and  he  learned  this  trade  also 
very  readily,  soon  becoming  an  expert  workman. 
Later  he  located  in  Providence,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed upon  cotton  machinery  and  locomotive  work. 
At  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  was  sufficiently 
conversant  with  every  detail  of  the  business  to  be 
employed  as  foreman,  and  commanded  splendid 
wages.  About  this  time  he  made  the  acquaintance 
of  George  M.  Morse,  now  a successful  manufac- 
turer at  Putnam,  Conn.,  but  who  was  at  that  time 
located  at  Providence,  and  Mr.  Morse  induced  Mr. 
Perkins  to  go  to  Putnam  in  1850,  and  take  a posi- 
tion as  machinist  in  the  mills  operated  by  Milton  S. 
Morse,  father  of  George  M.  The  warm  friendship 
thus  established  with  George  M.  Morse  lasted  until 
Mr.  Perkins  died.  While  a resident  of  Providence 
at  this  time  Mr.  Perkins  was  a member  of  the  old 
fire  department. 

Mr.  Perkins,  during  his  residence  at  Putnam, 
was  engaged  in  different  establishments  in  that  lo- 
cality, setting  up  engines  and  machinery.  During 
the  financial  crash  of  1857?  mills  closing  on  ac- 
count of  the  general  depression  of  the  cotton  trade, 
he  turned  his  mind  to  invention,  and  his  first  success 
in  that  line  was  a self-oiling  axle,  which  at  that 
time  had  a fair  sale,  considering  his  having  no 
capital  then  to  introduce  it  beyond  his  immediate 
locality.  In  1857  Mr.  Perkins  invented  his  first 
horse  shoe  machine,  the  first  shoe  being  made  on 
this  machine  at  Putnam  in  that  year.  Realizing 
the  importance  of  his  invention,  and  desiring  a 
more  advantageous  location,  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence in  1859.  He  had  as  a partner  Mr.  E.  A. 
Cutler,  who  furnished  the  greater  part  of  the 
capital,  the  cash  capital  of  Mr.  Perkins  at  that 
time  amounting  to  but  $200.  The  style  of  the 
firm  at  first  Cutler  & Perkins  was  subsequently 
changed  to  the  Union  Horse-shoe  Company,  under 
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which  title  it  was  chartered.  This  concern  made 
many  horseshoes  for  the  government  during  the 
Civil  war. 

In  1864  Mr.  Perkins  severed  his  connection  with 
this  company,  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
sheet-iron  with  the  “Perkins  Sheet  Iron  Company,” 
a concern  that  rolled  the  first  Russia  iron  made  in 
this  country,  and  continued  in  that  business  until 
1867.  In  that  year  he  discovered  an  entirely  new 
process  for  making  horseshoes,  and  commenced  their 
manufacture  under  the  name  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Horse  Shoe  Company,  with  A.  & W.  Sprague  as 
financial  backers.  The  mill  was  at  Long  Pond 
and  was  a 'part  of  the  vast  industries  owned  by 
A.  & W.  Sprague,  which  included  besides  the  Horse 
Shoe  Company,  the  Sprague  Mowing  Machine 
Company  and  the  Comstock  Foundry  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  iron  works  of  the  Spragues 
Mr.  Perkins  was  manager.  After  the  Sprague 
failure  in  1873,  Mr.  Perkins  with  F.  W.  Carpenter 
and  R.  W.  Comstock,  bought  out  the  Rhode  Island 
Hore  Shoe  Company.  In  1874  the  works  of  the 
company  were  removed  from  Providence  to  Valley 
Falls,  in  the  same  State,  where  a large  establish- 
ment was  erected  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  rapidly 
growing  business,  the  product  having  increased 
from  half  a ton  a day  at  the  beginning  to  over 
sixty  tons  a day.  The  company  was  reorganized 
in  1891,  as  the  Rhode  Island  Perkins  Horse  Shoe 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Perkins  was  general  man- 
ager until  his.  death.  The  company  is  famous  the 
world  over  as  manufacturers  of  the  Perkins  horse 
shoe  and  mule  shoes,  toe  calks,  toe  weight  shoes 
in  three  different  weights,  the  Goodenough  shoe, 
the  Perkins  snow  shoe,  cowboy  shoes,  X.  Z.  steel 
shoes,  the  Perkins  sideweight  hind  shoe,  etc. 

Mr.  Perkins  gave  to  the  world  in  all  something 
like  thirty  valuable  inventions  or  devices  in  con- 
nection with  the  horse  shoe.  These  have  made  revo- 
lutions in  its  manufacture  and  have  been  of  in- 
estimable benefit  to  mankind.  Mr.  Perkins  never 
hesitated,  when  convinced  of  the  necessity,  to 
abandon  entirely  old  ideas  and  launch  out  on  new 
lines.  The  rolling  of  creased  bars,  double  iron, 
toe  and  side  weight  shoes,  calked  shoes,  continu- 
ous calks,  countersunk  shoes,  were  all  his  inven- 
tions. Perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  them  all 
was  the  manufacture  of  toe  and  side  weight 
shoes  by  a process  of  rolling  and  finishing  alto- 
gether novel,  and  producing  the  most  perfect  result. 
He  was  an  early  inventor  in  the  line  of  continu- 
ous rolling  mills.  He  was  the  first  man  in  this 
country  to  substitute  belts  for  gears  in  operating 
small  mills.  He  perfected  machinery  for  the  point- 
ing of  horse  shoe  nails,  and  took  several  patents 
for  improvements  in  toe  calks,  and  as  an  iron 
manufacturer  his  reputation  was  wide  spread,  his 
a'dvice  being  eagerly  sought  by  inventors  along 
other  lines  and  always  freely  given.  The  present 
process  for  making  horseshoes  is  of  his  invention, 
and  is  at  the  basis  of  the  entire  industry  at  the  pres- 
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ent  day.  His  inventions  and  activities  were  not 
entirely  confined  to  the  iron  industry.  The  bell 
punch  and  register  so  long  used  in  horse  cars 
originated  with  him.  He  also  built  the  first  power 
house  of  the  Union  Railway  Company,  which  at  that 
time  was  considered  the  most  complete  in  the 
country.  The  fine  plant  of  the  horse  shoe  company 
at  Valley  Falls  is  of  his  own  construction,  he  hav- 
ing had  charge  of  the  rebuilding  after  the  fire  of 
1887. 

As  a business  man  INlr.  Perkins  was  conserva- 
tive, content  to  acquire  a fortune  by  slow  and 
steady  accumulation  of  money  by  legitimate  busi- 
ness methods,  never  indulging  in  speculative  ven- 
tures. Among  other  enterprises  with  which  he  was 
identified  at  one  time  or  another  were  the  Dean 
Cotton  Company,  Hinkley  Iron  Works,  Metcalf 
Machine  Company,  S.  Morse  & Co.,  E.  A.  Cutler 
Company,  and  the  Perkins  Land  Company,  of  which 
he  was  president  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  naturally  of  a modest  and 
retiring  disposition,  very  unostentatious,  having 
little  taste  or  inclination  toward  notoriety  or  po- 
litical preferment.  He  was  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
term  a self-made  man,  rising  through  the  force  of 
his  makeup  to  position  and  fortune.  He  was  a man 
of  great  energy,  of  rare  good  business  sense  and 
judgment.  While  not  a politician,  or  in  any  sense 
an  office  seeker,  lie  consented  a number  of  times, 
when  duty  of  citizenship  impressed  him,  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  used  as  a candidate  for  various 
offices,  among  them  that  of  representative  in  -the 
city  council — 1866-67  and  1871 — and  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island — in  1858 — in  each 
of  which  bodies  he  served  with  that  fidelity,  ability 
and  efficiency  so  characteristic  of  the  man.  His 
political  affiliations  were  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a Free  IMason,  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  a member  of 
a number  of  clubs  and  societies,  among  which  were 
the  Central,  Pomham,  West  Side  and  Squantum 
Clubs.  He  was  very  fond  of  out-door  recreations, 
particularly  gunning,  and  it  was  his  custom  each 
winter  for  many  years  back,  to  spend  that  season 
in  Florida.  A man  very  prompt  and  upright  in 
all  his  business  relations,  thoroughly  systematic,  he 
detested  shams  and  makeshifts  of  all  kinds,  and 
most  heartily  despised  an  untruth. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  Perkins,  from  June,  1863, 
until  his  death,  was  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Westminster  and  Harrison  streets,  and  there  his 
death  occurred  very  suddenly,  April  2,  1904.  He 
was  buried  at  Swan  Point.  For  some  years  he 
maintained  a summer  home  on  Warwick  Neck, 
known  as  the  old  Arnold  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Perkins  united  with  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Putnam,  and  after  their  removal  to  Providence 
Mrs.  Perkins  became  a member  of  the  Roger  Wil- 
liams Free  Baptist  Church,  where  Mr.  Perkins 
also  attended  worship.  He  was  a liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  support  of  the  church. 


On  June  27,  1854,  Mr.  Perkins  was  married, 
in  Putnam,  Conn.,  to  Frances  Lucretia  Bundy,  who 
was  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  Aug.  15,  1837, 
daughter  of  Prosper  and  Lucretia  (Vinton)  ’Pundy’ 
and  granddaughter  of  Timothy  Vinton.  The  latter 
was  born  Feb.  14,  1749,  in  Dudley,  Mass.,  mar- 
ried Dolly  Shumway,  of  Thompson,  Conn.,  and 
settled  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  where  he  died.’  Tim- 
othy Vinton  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, having  first  been  a private  in  a company  of 
minute  men,  commanded  by  Capt.  Nathaniel  Healy, 
in  Ebenezer  Learnard’s  regiment,  which  marched 
to  the  front  at  the  time  of  the  famous  Lexington 
alarm ; later  he  served  for  three  months  in  Capt. 
Benjamin  Richardson’s  company.  Col.  Dike’s  regi- 
ment, in  defense  of  Dorchester  Heights.  Prosper 
Bundy,  born  April  20,  1805,  father  of  Mrs.  Per- 
kins, was  a painter  by  occupation  and  did  a large 
business  in  his  line  in  Putnam,  Conn.,  which  place 
was  his  home  from  1849  liis  death  Oct.  20, 

1880.  His  wife,  who  was  born  April  13,  1810,  in 
W’oodstock,  died  Oct.  13,  1884.  She  was  a de- 
scendant in  the  fifth  generation  from  John  Vinton 
and  his  wife,  who  were  the  emigrant  ancestors,  and 
of  whom  record  is  found  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1648, 
in  which  year  is  recorded  the  birth  of  their  first 
child,  hrom  John  Vinton  the  lineage  is  directly 
traced  through  John  (2),  John  (3)  and  Joseph. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children:  (i)  Frederick  E.  married  Ella  J.  Wal- 
den, and  is  a successful  and  prominent  business 
man  of  Providence.  (2)  Estella  A.  died  when  one 
year  and  eleven  months  old.  (3)  Charles  Henry 
married  Josephine  V.  Nicholas,  and  has  one  son, 
Frederick  H.,  who  married  Susie  Marsh.  Charles 
FI.  Perkins  resides  in  Providence,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  identified  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Perkins  Horseshoe  Company.  ’(4)  Ernest  C.  died 
when  eleven  months  old.  (5)  Willard  Clifford, 
a resident  of  Providence,  married  Rachel  Cross, 
and  four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely: 
Willard  C.,  who  died  in  infancy ; Frances  L.  and 
Ella  J.,  who  are  attending  the  Ogontz  School,  at 
Elkins  Park,  Philadelphia;  and  Ada  R.  (6)  Ada 
Lucretia  is  the  wife  of  Henry  A.  Kirby,  an  exten- 
sive jewelry  manufacturer  of  Providence,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Marion  P.  and  Ada  J.,  both  at- 
tending the  Ogontz  School. 

ALMY  (Portsmouth  families).  The  Rhode 
Island  Almys,  largely  a Newport  county  family  and 
conspicuous  in  the  early  history  of  that  section,  es- 
pecially in  public  affairs,  has  been  continuous  here 
for  approximately  two  and  one-half  centuries  and 
in  New  England  for  a decade  longer.  William 
Almy,  the  emigrant  settler  and  progenitor  of  the 
race,  took  such  part  in  public  affairs  as  indicated 
his  character,  holding  for  several  years  the  honor- 
able office  of  commissioner,  rising  to  distinction  in 
the  Colony.  Previous  to  settling  in  Rhode  Island, 
he  had  been  a forerunner  in  the  founding  of  Sand- 
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wich,  Mass.,  being  one  of  the  grantees  of  the 
land  comprising  that  town.  In  the  spring  of  1680, 
after  the  close  of  King  Philip’s  war,  two  of  his  sons. 
Job  and  Christopher  Almy,  along  with  others, 
were  the  purchasers  from  Plymouth  of  a tract  of 
land  comprising  the  present  towns  of  Tiverton  and 
Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and  a portion  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  these  brothers  holding  seven  of  the  thirty 
shares  into  which  the  territory  was  divided ; and 
some  of  this  land  is  still  in  the  family  name,  or 
at  least  in  the  possession  of  their  descendants. 
Christopher  Almy  was  a man  of  intelligence  and 
ability,  and  figured  largely  in  the  important  affairs 
of  the  Colony.  He  served  as  both  Deputy  and 
Assistant,  and  was  chosen  Governor  but  declined 
to  serve.  On  one  or  more  occasions,  owing  to  his 
ability,  he  was  sent  by  the  Colony  on  important 
missions  to  England,  once  carrying  a petition  to 
the  King,  in  whose  absence  he  appeared  before  the 
Queen  and  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council.  Of  the 
other  sons  of  the  settler,  John,  a merchant  of 
Portsmouth,  was  an  officer  in  King  Philip’s  war, 
served  as  commissioner  of  Portsmouth,  etc. ; Job 
Almy,  another  son,  was  for  a number  of  years 
deputy  of  Warwick  and  assistant;  and  Capt.  Job 
Almy,  son  of  Christopher,  was  for  some  eight 
years  deputy  from  the  town  of  Newport.  Later 
generations  of  the  Almys,  however,  have  not  been 
conspicuous  in  politics  yet  they  have  been  sub- 
stantial men  and  women,  the  former  distinguished 
as  land  holders  of  integrity,  industry  and  sobriety 
which  make  good  and  useful  citizens. 

This  article  is  devoted  especially  to  some  of 
the  Portsmouth  Almys,  and  in  their  treatment 
the  order  is  regular  from  the  emigrant  settler 
down. 

(I)  William  Almy,  born  in  1601,  came  to 
New  England  and  was  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  perhaps, 
as  early  as  1631.  He  returned  to  England,  but 
again  came  to  New  England,  this  time  in  the 
“Abigail”  in  1635,  his  age  then  being  given  as 
thirty-four  years ; and  then  accompanied  him  his 
wife,  Audry  Almond  (born  in  1603,  died  in  1676), 
aged  thirty-two  years,  and  children,  Annis,  aged 
eight  years  and  Christopher,  aged  three  years. 
Mr.  Almy  removed  to  Sandwich,  Mass.,  in  1637. 
He  removed  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1641,  where 
he  was  a freeman  in  1655.  He  had  had  granted 
him  land  at  Wading  river  in  Portsmouth  in  1644. 
He  was  juryman  in  1656,  and  commissioner  in 
1656,  1657  and  1663.  He  died  in  1676.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Ann,  born  in  1627;  Christopher,  born 
in  1632;  John;  Job;  and  Catharine. 

(II)  Job  Almy,  son  of  William,  married  Mary 
Hnthank,  daughter  of  Christopher  Unthank,  of 
Warwick.  They  were  of  Portsmouth,  Warwick 
and  Portsmouth,  respectively.  Mr.  Almy  was 
deputy  from  Warwick  in  1670  and  1672.  He  was 
assistant  in  1673,  1674  and  1675.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1684.  His  children  were:  William  and 
Christopher,  born  in  1664;  William  (2),  in  1665; 


Susanna,  in  1667 ; Audry,  in  1669 ; Deborah,  in 
1671;  Catherine,  in  1674;  John,  in  1676;  Mary,  in 
1678;  and  Job,  in  1681. 

(III)  Job  Almy  (2),  born  March  3,  1681, 
married  Dec.  6,  1705,  Bridget,  daughter  of  Peleg 
and  Mary  (Coddington)  Sanford,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Gov.  William  Coddington.  Their 
children  of  Tiverton  town  record  were:  Job,  born 
March  4,  1707;  Peleg,  Oct.  25,  1709;  Mary,  June 
20,  1711;  Elphal,  Aug.  3,  1713;  Bridget,  May  6, 
1716;  Ann,  Jan.  8,  1718;  John,  April  18,  1720; 
Job,  May  16,  1722;  and  Deborah,  March  21,  1724. 

(IV)  John  Almy,  son  of  Job  (2),  was  born 
April  18,  1720.  His  wife  Hannah,  bore  him  chil- 
dren as  follows — all  of  Tiverton  town  record ; 
Sanford,  born  Aug.  28,  1759;  Peleg,  June  8,  1761 ; 
Bridget,  Sept.  21,  1762;  John,  April  16,  1764;  and 
Cook,  Sept.  27,  1765.  The  mother  died  Oct.  25, 

1765-  ^ 

(V)  Cook  Almy,  born  Sept.  27,  1765,  married 
Charlotte  Cook,  who  was  born  Sept.  12,  1773,  and 
who  died  March  23,  1835.  Their  children  were: 
Eliza,  born  Sept.  22,  1793,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
five ; Patience;  Clarinda,  born  June  15,  1798,  died 
March  22,  1885;  Samuel  E.,  born  Feb.  18,  1800; 
Deborah,  born  May  18,  1801 ; John,  born  March 
22,  1803;  Hannah,  born  May  3,  1805,  married 
Willard  Davis;  Welcome  Arnold,  born  June  4, 
1809;  and  Isaac  Cook,  born  May  4,  1813. 

(VI)  Isaac  'Cook  Almy,  born  May  4,  1813, 
died  Sept.  28,  1868.  On  Jan.  19,  1834,  he  married 
Alice  Bateman,  who  was  born  Oct.  9,  1809,  and 
who  died  Sept.  26,  1867.  Their  children  were : 
Charlotte,  born  Feb.  22,  1835,  married  James  H. 
Corthell ; Albert  D.,  born  July  31,  1836,  married 
Cornelia  Knight;  Alice,  born  Aug.  15,  1838,  mar- 
ried Charles  F.  Herreshoff ; and  Darwin,  born  Feb. 
28,  1848. 

(VH)  Darwin  Almy  was  born  in  Tiverton 
Feb.  28,  1848,  and  the  only  school  he  ever  at- 
tended was  in  District  No.  17.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  gave  up  school  and  began  work  on  the 
home  farm,  remaining  there  until  his  father’s 
death.  He  then  engaged  in  the  menhaden  oil  busi- 
ness, finally,  for  four  years,  being  master  of  a 
steamer  engaged  in  that  line.  This  occupied  his 
attention  until  1874,  when  he  began  the  manufac- 
turing of  jew'elry  in  Providence  in  partnership  with 
Edwin  A.  Baker.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  the  fishing  business,  and  re- 
mained until  1879.  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Herreshoff  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Bristol,  becoming  foreman  of  the  boiler  or  en- 
gineering department,  and  running  the  trial  trips, 
etc.,  for  eleven  years.  In  the  spring  of  1890  Mr. 
Almy  patented  the  Almy  Water  Tube  Boiler, 
which  he  had  commenced  manufacturing  Sept,  i, 
1889,  and  the  corporation  formed  was  known  as 
the  Almy  Water  Tube  Boiler  Company,  of  which 
he  has  been  president  since  its-  organization.  This 
has  continued  with  great  success  to  the  present 
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time,  giving  constant  employment  to  thirty  or 
thirty-hve  men.  IMr.  Almy  is  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Providence. 

In  his  political  principles  Air.  Almy  is  a Re- 
publican, but  he  has  never  been  active  in  politics. 
He  is  a member  of  St.  Alban’s  Lodge,  No.  6,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.;  and  Hope  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M., 
both  of  Bristol.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Providence 
Association  of  Alechanical  Engineers ; Rhode 
Island  Automobile  Club ; Rhode  Island  Yacht 
Club;  Bristol  Yacht  Club;  New  York  Yacht  Club; 
American  Society  Mechanical  Engineers ; Engin- 
eers Club  of  New  York ; is  an  associate  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers ; and 
a member  of  the  Society  of  Naval  Architects  and 
Marine  Engineers. 

Air.  Almy  married  Aliss  Clara  A.  Cook,  daugh- 
ter of  William  L.  Cook.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Aliss  Jeannette  Spence,  daughter  of  David  D. 
Spence,  of  Scotch  descent.  By  the  first  marriage  the 
following  children  were  born : Walter  S.,  born 
Aug.  4,  1876,  is  treasurer  of  the  Almy  Water  Tube 
Boiler  Company,  and  married  Harriet  B.  Clines, 
by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Clara  Florence ; 
Charles  F.  H.,  born  Jan.  10,  1879,  is  secretary  of 
the  Almy  Water  Tube  Boiler  Company ; and  Clara 
AT,  born  Alarch  7,  1886. 

FRANCIS  (Woonsocket  family).  While  this 
branch  of  the  Francis  family  is  not  one  of  long 
standing  in  Rhode  Island  it  is  an  ancient  one  in  the 
neighboring  State  of  Alassachusetts,  the  progenitor 
of  the  family  being  of  record  at  Cambridge  as  early 
as  1640,  and  here  in  Rhode  Island  the  Woonsocket 
branch  of  the  Alassachusetts  family  is  approximate- 
ly of  a third  of  a century’s  standing,  the  head  of 
which  is  the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Charles  Francis,  who 
for  years  has  been  officially  identified  with  the 
banking  interests  of  Woonsocket,  now  manager  of 
the  Woonsocket  branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company,  and  who  for  years  has  been  prominent 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  locality,  representing 
his  townsmen  in  the  State  Senate,  et  cetera. 

This  ancient  Cambridge,  Aledfield  and  Beverly 
Francis  family  was  one  of  especial  distinction  in 
the  Revolution,  several  of  its  members  holding 
high  commissions  in  the  Continental  army  and 
achieving  commendable  distinction,  at  least  one 
yielding  up  his  life  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  This 
one.  Col.  Ebenezer  Francis  of  Beverly,  who  fell 
at  the  battle  of  Hubbardton,  Vt.,  in  1777,  and 
his  brothers.  Lieutenant  Aaron  and  Capt.  John 
Francis,  both  of  Beverly,  rendered  valuable  aid  to  the 
colonies,  being  in  active  service  almost  throughout 
the  long  struggle,  both  of  whom  for  a period  served 
under  Col.  Ebenezer,  and  one  of  them  at  least  be- 
ing in  the  Hubbardton  fight  and  later  wounded 
at  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  when  thereby  he 
was  compelled  to  retire ; but  subsequently  he  led 


a command  to  suppress  Shays's  rebellion.  ; ' 

In  the  history  and  genealogy  of  this  Woon-  ! 
socket  branch  of  the  Francis  family  which  follows 
the  order  is  regular  beginning  with  the  earliest 
known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  Richard  Francis  is  of  record  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1640,  on  July  4th  of  which  year 
he  purchased  a house,  and  at  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Holmes  Place,  Cambridge.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Alice.  Air.  Francis  died 
Alarch  24,  1686-1687,  aged  about  eighty-one  years, 

“an  ancient  and  good  man  and  citizen.’’  His  chil- 
dren were : Stephen,  born  Feb.  7,  1644-45  5 Sarah, 

Dec.  4,  1646;  and  John,  Jan.  4,  1649-50.  [ 

(H)  John  Francis,  son  of  Richard,  born  Jan.  \ 
4,  1649-50,  married  Jan.  5,  1687-88,  Lydia,  daugh-  | 
ter  of  Deacon  John  Cooper,  and  their  children,  all  f 

born  in  Cambridge,  were:  John,  born  in  October,  t 

1688,  died  when  young;  John  (2),  born  Feb.  17, 
1689-90,  died  at  Aledford,  Aug.  31,  1750;  Stephen, 
born  Nov.  2,  1691;  Nathaniel,  born  about  1693; 
Samuel,  born  Feb.  17,  1695-96;  Anna,  born  in 
November,  1697 ; Lydia,  born  April  20,  1703 ; and 
Ebenezer,  born  Alarch  25,  1708.  Mr.  Francis  was 
by  trade  a brick  maker.  He  removed  to  Aledfield, 
Alass.,  and  there  died  Jan.  3,  1727-28,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years.  His  wife  died  Aug.  24,  1725,  aged 
sixty-three  years. 

(HI)  Ebenezer  Francis,  son  of  John,  born 
Alarch  25,  1708,  married  Nov.  15,  1733,  Rachel 
Tufts,  and  they  were  residents  of  Aledfield,  Mass. 

Air.  Francis  died  July  16,  1774.  Their  children 
were:  Susanna,  born  Nov.  28,  1734;  Abigail,  born 
Oct.  6,  1736;  Lucy,  born  Alarch  12,  1738-39;  Sarah, 
born  June  6,  1741 ; Ebenezer  (the  Col.  Ebenezer 
who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Hubbardton,  Vt., 

July  7,  1777),  born  Dec.  22,  1743-44;  William, 
born  April  20,  1746;  Thomas,  born  July  15,  1748; 
Aaron,  born  Feb.  16,  1750-51 ; and  John  (the  Cap- 
tain John  of  the  Revolution,  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going), born  Sept.  28,  1753. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Aaron  Francis,  son  of  Ebenezer, 
born  Feb.  16,  1750-51,  married  Ruth  Studley,  of 
Beverly,  when  about  twenty-one  years  old.  He  re- 
moved to  Beverly,  Alass.,  and  there  died  Oct.  17, 
1825.  Mr.  Francis  was  one  of  the  three  brothers 
who  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  cause  of 
liberty  in  the  Revolution.  He  was  first  a corporal 
in  Capt.  Ebenezer  Francis’s  company.  Col.  Alans- 
field’s  regiment,  Aug.  i,  1775,  enlisting  Alay  4, 

1775,  and  serving  three  months  and  three  days; 
corporal  in  the  same  company,  Oct.  6,  1775  5 Q^^-r- 
termaster  in  Col.  Ebenezer  Francis’s  regiment,  Feb. 

3>  1777;  Quartermaster  in  Col.  Benjamin  Tupper’s 
Alassachusetts  Regiment  at  Valley  Forge,  April 
8,  1778;  Ensign  and  Quartermaster  in  the  same 
regiment  from  Jan.  i,  1777,  to  Dec.  31,  1779! 
moted  to  Lieutenant  and  commissioned  July  4, 
1780;  Lieutenant  and  acting  Quartermaster  in  CoL 
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Benjamin  Tupper's  regiment  from  Jan.  i,  1780; 
Lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment  from  Jan.  i, 
1782;  also  served  from  Jan.  i,  1778,  three  months 
and  fifteen  days;  reported  resigned  April  16,  1782. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Francis  (2),  son  of  Aaron,  born 
Oct.  18,  1790,  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  married  Hannah 
Lincoln-AIarsh,  and  for  many  years  they  were  resi- 
dents of  Cambridge,  Alass.  He  died  Aug-  7 
1886. 

(VI)  Rev.  Eben  Francis,  son  of  Ebenezer 
Francis  (2),  born  May  28,  1819,  in  Boston,  Mass., 
married  June  5,  1843,  Mary,  born  March  30,  1820, 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Frothingham) 
Hunnewell,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  he  a descendant 
in  the  fifth  generation  from  Ambrose  Hunnewell 
who  came  from  England  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  iNlaine,  at  what  became  known  as  Hunnewell’s 
Point  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Kennebeck  river. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  to  Jane  Holmes 
is  of  record  as  occurring  Nov.  i,  1659,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Andrew,  Plymouth,  Devon,  England,  and  two 
year  later,  in  1661,  Ambrose  appears  as  a resident 
of  the  lower  end  of  Sagadahoc,  Maine.  From  Am- 
brose Hunnewell,  Mr.  William  Hunnewell’s  lineage 
is  through  Charles  Hunnewell,  of  Boston,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  (Davis)  of  Charlestown,  Charles 
Hunnewell  (2)  and  his  second  wife  Margaret  Pat- 
ten of  Cambridge,  and  William  Hunnewell  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Fillebrown,  of  Charlestown,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Rev.  Eben  Francis  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
was  of  Dover,  N.  H.  He  was  a minister  of  the 
Universalist  denomination,  and  changes  in  his  pas- 
torates took  him  to  Chelsea,  Alass.,  Utica  and  Perry, 
N.  Y.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  Huntington.  N.  Y.  He  was  then  retired 
and  lived  on  Kirtland  street,.  Cambridge,  Mass., 
where  the  family  continues.  He  died  Oct.  31,  1892; 
his  wife  died  in  1888. 

(VH)  Ebenezer  Charles  Francis,  son  of 
Rev.  Eben  and  Mary  (Hunnewell)  Francis,  was 
born  Sept.  6,  1851,  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
and  at  nineteen  years  of  age,  in  1870,  came  to 
Rhode  Island,  locating  at  Woonsocket.  Here  his 
business  career  was  begun  at  a clerk  or  assistant 
in  the  Woonsocket  National  Bank.  As  the  years 
sped  on  young  Francis  gained  in  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  through  his  increasing  usefulness, 
his  close  application  to  his  duties,  the  interest  and 
care  manifested,  he  was  steadily  advanced  to  the  po- 
sitions of  teller,  assistant  cashier  and  cashier,  and 
finally  he  was  recommended  for,  and  on  June  23, 
1900,  became  manager  of  the  Woonsocket  branch 
of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  of  Providence, 
the  latter  having  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
Woonsocket  National  Bank.  His  adaptation  and 
fitness  for  this  responsible  position,  his  knowledge 
of  men  and  of  banking,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  business  of  such  a concern  should  be  best  carried 
on,  has  manifested  itself  in  the  constantly  growing 
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business  of  the  institution  and  its  high  standing  in 
business  and  financial  circles.  And  still  further  as 
an  evidence  of  Mr.  Francis’s  standing  in  this  line 
is  the  fact  that  he  is  now  a member  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  and 
a member  of  the  board  of  investment  of  the  Woon- 
socket Institute  for  Savings. 

Mr.  Francis  has  not  only  given  especial  time 
to  financial  matters  but  he  has  ever  been  interested 
in  other  lines  and  activities  which  have  tended  to 
the  building  up  of  Woonsocket  and  for  the  wel- 
fare of  its  people.  A stanch  Republican,  he  has 
been  active  and  influential  in  public  affairs.  For 
twenty  and  more  years  he  was  an  efficient  member 
of  the  board  of  Assessors  of  Woonsocket,  and  he 
was  a member  of  the  Woonsocket  Court  House 
Commission  in  1896.  He  was  chosen  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  election  of  1894  a State  Senator, 
and  he  represented  them  with  that  energy  and  capa- 
bility and  dignity  so  characteristic  of  the  man ; and 
he  was  re-elected  to  this  branch  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1895  and  again  in  1896. 

Col.  Francis,  a title  by  which  he  is  yet  fa- 
miliarly known  and  which  he  acquired  as  a mem- 
ber of  Governor  Littlefield’s  staff  back  in  the  early 
eighties,  has  a taste  for  military  affairs,  and  so- 
cially has  gratified  it  in  membership  with  such 
organizations  as  keep  alive  the  military  spirit.  He 
is  a member  of  the  IMilitary  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  and  an  associate  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  (Smith  Post  No.  9,  of  Woon- 
socket), and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Chapter  of  the 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
to  which  he  is  made  eligible  by  the  service  of  his 
great-grandfather,  Lieut.  Aaron  Francis,  of  the 
Continental  Army  of  the  Revolution.  The  Colonel 
is  also  prominent  in  Masonry,  being  a Mason  of 
the  32d  degree,  and  a member  of  Woonsocket 
Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights  Templar,  of  which 
he  has  been  treasurer  for  twenty-five  years. 

In  1886  Col.  Francis  was  married  at  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.,  to  Gertrude,  daughter  of  the  late 
Charles  and  Mary  Antoinette  (Hey wood)  Nourse, 
of  that  city. 

Charles  Nourse  was  born  in  Keene,  N.  H., 
Nov.  19,  1814,  fourth  in  the  family  of  children 
born  to  Silas  and  Rebecca  (Carpenter)  Nourse. 
His  education  was  such  as  was  afforded  by  the 
public  schools  of  that  day,  and  in  his  youth  finding 
in  mechanical  work  greater  congeniality  than  in 
farming,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  until  1851,  when  he  became  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  Three  years  before 
he  had  gone  to  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  to  superintend  the 
carpentry  and  machine  setting  of  the  Lonsdale 
Company.  In  1851  he  became  superintendent  of 
the  cotton  mills  at  Ashton,  and  in  1854  he  assumed 
the  superintendency  of  the  Social  Mills  of  Woon- 
socket, a position  he  held  until  his  death  March  i, 
1886.  In  January,  1877,  he  became  president  of 
the  Social  Mills  Company,  having  by  that  time  be- 
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come  the  owner  of  a large  portion  of  its  stock, 
and  in  1882  when  the  new  mill  was  built,  it  was 
named  the  Nourse  mill  in  honor  of  the  president 
and  superintendent.  He  was  always  devoted  to 
his  work,  and  for  years  was  the  first  of  all,  em- 
ployes or  officers,  to  be  about  the  mill  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

In  1864  Mr.  Nourse  was  elected  president  of 
the  Producers’  Bank,  and  in  1865  of  the  Producers’ 
National  Bank,  an  office  he  held  continuously  until 
his  death.  • For  si.x  years  he  was  a director  of  the 
New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers  Association, 
and  its  vice-president  in  1878.  He  was  the  first 
president  of  the  Woonsocket  Business  Men’s  As- 
sociation, and  was  also  a member  of  tlft  Board  of 
Trade  of  Providence.  As  a IMason  he  had  reached 
the  Knight  Templar  degree.  In  politics  he  was 
originally  a W big,  but  later  became  a Republican, 
and  in  the  great  crisis  of  our  country’s  Civil  war 
he  was  radical  in  speech  and  act.  Pie  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  Cincinnati  Convention  in  1876,  and  was 
State  Senator  in  1877  and  1878.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Woonsocket  Universalist  Society, 
and  although  he  supported  the  church  of  that  de- 
nomination, he  never  became  a member.  Kind  and 
thoughtful  to  others,  he  was  especially  fond  of  the 
society  of  young  people,  and  his  social  disposition 
kept  his  house  full  of  guests  most  of  the  time. 

On  Nov.  12,  1840,  iNIr.  Nourse  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Mary  Antoinette  Hey  wood, 
daughter  of  the  late  Ephraim  Heywood,  of  Charles- 
town, N.  H.,  and  to  this  union  came  three  daugh- 
ters : Addie,  who  married  Theodore  M.  Cooke 
(both  now  deceased),  and  had  one  child,  Charles 
N. ; Helen  M.,  who  married  Dr.  Oliver  C.  Wiggin 
(both  now  deceased),  of  Providence;  and  Gert- 
rude N.,  who  married  Ebenezer  Charles  Francis. 
Mrs.  Nourse  died  Dec.  ii,  1870.  Mr.  Nourse  was 
married  (second)  IMarch  13,  1872,  to  Mrs.  Anna 
Teston.  No  children  were  born  of  this  .marriage. 

JOHN  ARNOLD  BROWNING.  Well  has  it 
been  said  that  “An  honest  man’s  the  noblest  work 
of  God.”  There  is  no  attribute  ascribed  to  a man 
that  is  as  significant  as  that  of  honesty,  when 
broadly  and  truthfully  applied,  and  when  it  com- 
bines all  the  characteristic  elements  of  life  that 
wholly  and  completely  enter  into  full  and  per- 
fect manhood.  He  who  is  the  rightful  possessor 
of  such  a title,  concurred  in  by  all  men,  in  times, 
too,  when  chicanery  and  subterfuge  are  sometimes 
counted  as  virtues,  has  indeed,  a right  to  be  proud. 
Such  a man  was  John  A.  Browning.  All  men  say 
of  him  that  he  was  thoroughly  honest.  He  was 
also  sober  and  industrious,  and  so  simple  in  his 
habits  of  life  that  modesty  itself  was  almost  a 
passion  with  him.  As  a man  he  .sought  no  public 
office,  and  he  cared  for  none ; but  domestic  in  his 
inclinations  he  desired  the  genial  elements  of  his 
own  hearthstone,  and  within  that  inner  circle  he 
cherished  those  who  now  revere  his  name. 


Mr.  Browning  was  a descendant  of  Samuel 
Browning,  an  early  settler  of  King's  Province,  who 
was  born  in  November,  1718,  and  who  died  Oct. 

25,  1764.  His  wife,  Phebe  Browning,  born  Oct. 

26,  1722,  died  Jan.  16,  1810. 

William  Browning,  son  Of  Samuel  and  Phebe, 
born  July  21,  1754,  was  married  Dec.  13,  1787,  by 
Elder  James  Wightman,  to  Sarah  Cole,  who  was 
born  Dec.  4,  1754,  and  died  July  15,  1838,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  Cole.  Their  children  were;  Phebe, 
born  Dec.  8,  1788;  William,  born  Jan.  30,  1791; 
and  John  Arnold,  born  June  12,  1795,  died  July 

II,  1886. 

John  Arnold  Browning  was  born  on  the  farm 
in  North  Kingstown  later  occupied  by  Oliver  W. 
Greene,  and  lived  on  the  farm  at  Slocumville  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  William  Sherman,  but  when  he 
was  five  years  old  his  father  removed  to  an  adjacent 
farm,  and  there  he  remained  all  his  life.  In  early 
life  he  divided  his  time  at  home  assisting  his  father 
on  the  farm  with  a few  months  during  each  year  to 
attend  school  at  the  Washington  Academy  in 
Wickford.  In  after  years  IMr.  Browning  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  subject  of  agriculture, 
and  he  became  a skilled  farmer,  fully  recognized 
as  such  by  the  agricultural  society  of  the  State,  of 
which  he  was  for  many  years  a member. 

On  Dec.  17,  1840,  Mr.  Browning  married  Izitt  C. 
Browning,  born  Aug.  13,  1804,  and  died  Feb.  15, 
1889.  To  John  A.  and  Izitt  C.  Browning  were 
horn : Sarah  Phebe,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Sarah  Izitt  P.  C. 

Mrs.  Browning  was  a daughter  of  Gardiner  and 
Izitt  (Cole)  Browning,  the  former  born  May  31, 
1761,  and  died  July  23,  1817.  His  wife,  Izitt  Cole, 
was  born  March  31,  1763,  and  died  June  18,  1843, 
daughter  of  John  Cole.  She  and  Gardiner  Brown- 
ing were  married  by  Elder  James  Wightman, 
^larch  27,  1784,  and  to  them  were  born : Samuel, 
April  12,  1785;  Mary,  Oct.  24,  1787;  Gardiner, 
March  5,  1791;  Gardiner  (2),  April  12,  1792; 

Hannah,  March  28,  1795;  Sarah  C.,  May  12,  179^1 
Izitt  Cole,  Aug.  13,  1804  (married  John  A. 

Browning)  ; and  Abbie  Ann  Congdon,  Dec.  22, 
1807. 

CORNELL  (Providence  and  vicinity  families). 
The  town  of  Portsmouth,  this  Commonwealth,  was 
the  early  home  of  the  Cornells  of  the  region  of  coun- 
tr}'  on  either  side  of  the  present  line  dividing  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  Here 
have  lived  for  250  or  more  years  the  posterity  of 
Thomas  and  Rebecca  Cornell,  he  of  Hertford,  Eng- 
land, Boston,  Mass.,  and  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  for 
a time  also  at  Throgg’s  Neck,  in  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Thomas  Cornell,  this  emigrant  settler  of  the  Cor- 
nells of  the  region  of  country  alluded  to  and  of  the 
Cornell  families  in  and  about  Providence,  treated  in 
this  article,  is  of  record  at  Boston,  Alass.,  in  1638, 
where,  on  the  6th  of  September,  of  that  year,  he 
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was  licensed  an  inn-keeper.  He  had  land  granted 
to  him  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1641,  and  in  that 
same  year  was  made  a freeman  of  the  town.  He 
was  constable  in  1641,  and  ensign  in  1642  and  1644. 
For  a time  in  1643  he  was  at  Throgg’s  Neck,  N.  Y., 
but  again  returned  to  Portsmouth,  most  likely  ow- 
ing  to  the  danger  there  from  Indian  depredations. 
In  1646  he  was  granted  100  acres  of  land  at  the 
further  side  of  Wading  river,  Portsmouth;  and  in 
this  same  year,  1646,  he  had  a grant  of  a tract  of 
land  from  the  Dutch  Government  of  New  York, 
now  in  Westchester  county.  This  was  called  Cor- 
nell s Neck.  Mr.  Cornell  was  commissioner  in 
1654.  Some  writers  have  given  his  birth  as  1595, 
and  as  occurring  in  Exeter,  England.  His  death 
occurred  about  1655,  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  One 
writer  has  him  married  in  England  about  1620  to 
Rebecca  Briggs. 

The  name  Cornell,  in  early  England,  it  is  said, 
was  wTitten  Cornewell,  and  that  two  generations 
before  Thomas  Cornell,  the  American  emigrant, 
one  Richard  Cornewell,  of  London,  England,  dying 
there  in  1585,  left  a portion  of  his  wealth  to  found 
and  endow  a free  grammar  school  in  New  Wood- 
stock,  his  native  town.  This  school  is  still  there, 
near  the  handsome  church  of  Woodstock  in  Oxford- 
shire. 

One  of  the  sons  of  Thomas  and  ‘Rebecca  Cor- 
nell located  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  another  was 
early  at  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  while  two  sons  located 
on  Long  Island. 

It  was  from  the  Portsmouth  branch  of  this  Cor- 
nell family  that  sprang  the  late  Ezra  Cornell,  phil- 
anthropist, capitalist,  founder  of  Cornell  Univer- 
sity, and  as  well  one  of  the  associates  and  co-work- 
ers with  Professor  Morse  in  the  development  of  the 
electric  telegraph,  and  who,  in  1843,  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  as  superintendent  of  construction  of  the  first 
line  of  telegraph  in  this  countiy',  between  Baltimore 
and  Washington.  And  it  was  Ezra’s  son,  the  Hon. 
Alonzo  B.  Cornell,  who  was  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  1880-83.  This  line  came  through 
Elijah  Cornell,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  who  was  in  the 
fourth  generation  from  the  emigrant  ancestor. 

Here,  in  and  about  the  city  of  Providence,  have 
lived  through  much  of  the  past  century  in  turn,  a 
branch  of  this  old  Rhode  Island-Massachusetts  fam- 
ily, which  has  taken  quite  a prominent  part  in  the 
business  life  of  Providence  and  vicinity.  Reference 
is  especially  made  to  the  several  sons  of  the  late 
James  Cornell,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  namely,  the  late 
Stephen,  Mason  and  James  Cornell,  all  most  sub- 
stantial men  and  citizens  and  prominent  business 
men  of  Providence  and  vicinity  through  approxi- 
mately fifty  years ; and  some  of  their  sons  still  rep- 
resent the  family  and  worthily,  too,  in  the  business 
life  here. 

(I)  Thomas  Cornell,  born  in  1595,  married  Re- 
becca Briggs,  born  in  1600,  died  in  1655,  and  she 
Feb.  8,  1673. 
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(H)  Thomas  Cornell  (2),  son  of  Thomas  Cor- 
nell, married  (second ) Sarah  Earle,  and  died  Alay 
23,  1673. 

(HI)  Stephen  Cornell,  son  of  Thomas  Cornell 
(2),  born  in  1656,  married  Hannah  Mosher. 

(IV)  Stephen  Cornell  (2),  son  of  Stephen  Cor- 
nell, on  June  18,  1719,  married  Ruth  Pierce. 

(V)  Stephen  Cornell  (3),  son  of  Stephen  Cor- 
nell (2),  in  1751  married  Sarah  Buffington, 
and  had  children;  Stephen;  James,  born  April  23, 
17 — ; William,  married  Abigail  Briggs;  Sarah, 
married  in  1775,  William  Paul;  Susan,  married  in 
1784,  Aaron  Chase;  Olive,  married  July  31,  1785, 
Elliott  Poole;  Phoebe,  born  Aug.  25,  1762,  married 
Jan.  14,  1783,  Amos  Kelton,  and  died  Jan.  21, 
1822;  Melissa,  married  Dec.  29,  1803,  Uriah  Chase, 
and  Patty,  born  Feb.  24,  1772,  married  April  26, 
1810,  Peleg  Pierce,  and  died  Feb.  24,  1823. 

(VI)  James  Cornell,  son  of  Stephen  (3),  born 
April  23,  17 — , married  (first)  Rebecca  Richmond 
and  (second)  Submit  Bosworth.  To  the  first  mar- 
riage came  James,  born  April  23,  1782;  and  to  the 
second : Cynthia,  Betsey,  Candace,  Submit  and 
Philip. 

(VH)  James  Cornell  (2),  son  of  James  and  Re- 
becca (Richmond)  Cornell,  born  April  23,  1782, 
married  March  26,  1807,  Amey  Rounds,  born  in 
1788,  who  died  in  1845  ; he  died  in  1848.  They  had 
these  children : ( i ) Stephen  was  born  Nov.  8, 

1809.  (2)  i\Iason,  born  Dec.  18,  1811,  is  mentioned 
below.  (3)  Ardelia,  born  Feb.  26,  1814,  married 
May  27,  1831,  Darius  Martin,  born  Dec.  12,  1800, 
died  Oct.  25,  1859;  she  died  May  16,  1893.  Their 
children  were  : Caroline,  born  Sept.  30,  1832,  mar- 
ried June  25,  1857,  Leonidas  F.  Wilbur;  Edna, 
born  July  20,  1834,  died  Sept.  7,  1836;  Ellen  C., 
born  Oct.  12,  1838;  Hollis,  born  May  29,  1844,  died 
Feb.  14,  1875  ; Edgar  S.,  born  April  27,  1850,  died 
July  10,  1851;  and  Edgar  W.,  torn  July  5,  1852, 
married  June  22,  1875,  Lena  L.  Cornell.  (4)  Rox- 
anna  P.,  born  May  ii,  1818,  married  George  Pur- 
ington,  Dec.  25,  1842.  He  was  born  April  16,  1816, 
and  died  Nov.  16,  1897,  and  she  died  May  9,  1875. 
They  had  children : Louis  C.,  born  Nov.  7,  1843, 
married  Aug.  23,  1864,  Emery  N.  Smith;  James  C., 
born  April  9,  i%2,  married  Sept.  9,  1875,  Susan  T. 
McCumber.  (5)  Ruth  R.,  born  March  6,  1820, 
died  Aug.  31,  1841.  (6)  James  (3)  born  July  14, 

1822,  is  mentioned  in  full  farther  on.  (7)  Lepha, 
born  April  15,  1824,  married,  March  ii,  1849,  Syl- 
vester G.  Martin,  born  June  29,  1821,  son  of  Benja- 
min Martin,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, Ruth  and  Mary  Ann.  Mr.  Martin  married 
(second)  a Miss  Padelford,  daughter  of  Elisha 
Padelford,  and  had  two  children,  Frank  and  Maud. 
(8)  Emma  R.  S.,  born  April  4,  1827,  married, 
(Dct.  19,  1845,  Edwin  H.  Peck,  of  Rehoboth,  who 
was  killed  in  the  navy,  Aug.  i,  1863.  She  married 
(second)  July  10.  1865,  Clark  Thurston,  and  died 
Nov.  29,  1901.  Her  children,  by  her  first  marriage 
were:  Amey  E.,  bom  June  6,  1846;  Edgar,  July 
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19,  1849;  Julia  A.,  Dec.  29,  1852;  Carrie  L.,  Sept. 
29)  i855)  married  George  Shepley,  of  Shepley  & 
Starkweather;  Everett  H.,  Sept.  5,  1857  (died 
May  21,  1858),  and  Jennie,  May  13,  i860.  To  the 
second  marriage  were  born,  Frederick  L.,  Feb. 

19,  1867;  and  Emma  R.,  April  21,  1870.  (9)  Su- 
san M.,  was  born  Nov.  i,  1829.  (10)  Elizabeth  G. 

born  May  12,  1833,  married  Oct.  18,  1855,  Darius 
Hicks,  M.  D.,  who  died  July  31,  1892,  after  having 
been  a practitioner  for  thirty  years.  Their  children 
were : Leland  Clifton,  born  July  18,  1856  (died 
July  23,  1858)  ; Irving  C.,  Aug.  22,  1863  ; and  Er- 
nest Abbott,  Feb.  12,  1869.  The  Doctor  was  a 
teacher  in  his  younger  days. 

James  Cornell  (2),  the  father  of  the  foregoing 
family,  was  a farmer  in  Massachusetts,  near  Digh- 
ton.  He  then  carried  on  the  “Half  Way  House” 
at  Mason’s  Corner,  located  halfway  between  Prov- 
idence and  Fall  River,  and  also  engaged  in  buying 
horses  in  the  West,  selling  them  at  Brighton.  }ilass. 
He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  a strong  Dorrite. 
For  two  terms,  two  years  each,  he  was  a Represen- 
tative in  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts. 
Although  earlier  in  life  he  was  a Baptist,  he  later 
became  a Universalist. 

(\  111)  Ste])hcn  Cornell,  son  of  James  (2),  was 
born  Nov.  8,  1809,  in  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  entered  the  store  of  Captain 
Joseph  Luther,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  with  whom  he 
remained  four  years.  In  1831  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence and  became  an  employe  of  the  Providence 
Dyeing,  Bleaching  & Calendering  Company.  With 
this  establishment  he  remained  for  fifty-two  years, 
thirty-one  years  of  which  period  he  was  general 
superintendent  of  the  firm,  eleven  years  its  general 
agent,  and  five  years  its  president.  Mr.  Cornell 
was  a prominent  figure  in  the  old  Volunteer  Fire 
Department  of  Providence.  He  was  a member  of 
the  common  council  of  the  city  in  1854.  1855  and 
1859.  a man  Mr.  Cornell  was  of  the  highest 
integrity,  honest  and  upright  in  all  of  his  dealings, 
firm  in  his  convictions,  but  withal  very  kindly  dis- 
posed, and  he  was  a man  of  prodigious  energy. 
He  was  first  a Whig,  and  afterward  a Republi- 
can. He  always  affiliated  with  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  it  was  his  belief,  although  he  was  not 
a member. 

On  Nov.  16,  1834,  Stephen  Cornell  married 
Elizabeth  Gardner,  born  in  May,  1814,  died  Feb. 

20,  1888.  He  died  Oct.  20,  1893.  They  had  one 
son,  William  Oscar,  born  Feb.  8,  1836,  who,  on 
Feb.  19,  1871,  married  Caroline  A.  Burr,  born  Dec. 
5,  1841. 

(VTII)  Mason  Cornell,  son  of  James  and  Amey 
(Rounds)  Cornell,  was  born  Dec.  18,  1811,  in  the 
town  of  Dighton,  Mass.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  then  came  to 
Providence  and  became  an  employe  of  a bleaching 
establishment  here,  and  in  1837,  after  employment 
of  a few  years  in  Providence,  went  to  the  nearby 
village  of  Pontiac  as  overseer  in  the  finishing  de- 


partment of  Robert  Knight’s  cotton  mill.  Here  he 
remained  until  1850,  in  which  year  he  purchased 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Cornell  homestead,  lo- 
cated on  Phenix  avenue,  then  the  property  of  the 
late  Richard  Arnold.  Upon  this  place  for  nearly 
fifty  years  he  and  his  wife  resided,  Mr.  Cornell 
pursuing  the  vocation  of  farmer.  In  1850  at  the 
time  Mr.  Cornell  bought  the  Arnold  place,  he  also 
purchased  an  interest  in  a grocery  house  in  the  city 
of  Providence.  This  business  he  soon  found  was 
not  to  his  taste,  and,  after  an  experience  of  three 
years  in  it  he  retired,  placing  in  his  stead  his  bro- 
ther, James  Cornell,  who  continued  the  business, 
the  establishment  later  becoming  that  of  Daniels 
& Cornell,  until  his  death  in  the  spring  of  1899. 
After  his  retirement  Mr.  Mason  Cornell  had  no  in- 
terest in  the  establishment.  He  devoted  himself 
entirely  to  the  working  of  his  farm,  becoming  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  section,  of  a gener- 
ation ago. 

Mr.  Cornell  made  it  a rule  to  keep  out  of  poli- 
tics. He  looked  upon  office-holding  as  in  the  nature 
of  living  upon  the  public,  and  to  this  rule  he  strict- 
ly adhered,  except  in  one  instance,  when  he  was  in- 
duced by  Mr.  Amasa  Sprague,  the  elder,  now  long 
since  dead,  to  accept  a nomination  for  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Assembly,  in  order  that  an  un- 
popular candidate  might  be  defeated.  Mr.  Cornell 
was  elected,  and  served  in  the  Legislature  in  1857. 
He  consented  to  accept  the  position  of  school  district 
trustee  for  a time,  but  the  office  gave  him  no 
remuneration.  Of  Mr.  Mason  Cornell  it  was  said 
time  and  again  by  those  who  knew  him  that  no 
more  honest  or  honorable  man  than  he  ever  lived. 
He  was  possessed  of  a mind  of  a high  order 
of  intelligence  and  of  his  mental  faculties  he  re- 
tained possession  up  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

It  was  at  Pontiac,  on  his  going  there  in  1837, 
that  Mason  Cornell  met  the  young  lady,  whom  Dec. 
31,  1837,  he  married.  This  was  Miss  Lydia  Buffum 
Arnold,  born  June  22,  1817,  the  twelfth  and  young- 
est child  of  the  late  Richard  and  Amy  (Peck)  Ar- 
nold, the  former  of  whom  was  the  owner  of  the 
farm  which  Mr.  Cornell  later  purchased.  In  his 
wife  Mr.  Cornell  found  one  who  was  a helpmate 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  for  in  a married 
life  extending  over  a period  of  nearly  sixty-t.wo 
years,  she  was  a most  faithful  wife,  bringing  to  him 
the  blessings  of  happiness  and  success.  In  her 
younger  days  Mrs.  Cornell,  who  was  of  an  old 
Rhode  Island  family,  her  maternal  grandfather  hav- 
ing been  a colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war  for 
seven  years,  was  a beautiful  woman,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  death  she  yet  retained  a charm  and 
graciousness  of  manner  which  evidenced  her  early 
attractiveness  conclusively.  She  passed  away  Nov. 
28,  1903.  Mr.  Cornell  died  at  his  home  on  Phenix 
avenue,  near  Knightsville,  Oct.  6,  1899,  in  the 
eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  the  oldest  citizen  of 
the  town  of  Cranston.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Almira,  born  March  22,  1839, 


RHODE  ISLAND 


• 665 


died  May  22,  1839;  Lydia  A.,  bom  x'Vpril  7,  1841, 
died  Oct.  6,  1842,  and  James  Mason,  born  March 
16,  1843,  married  Marietta  Fiske. 

(VIII)  James  Cornell  (3),  son  of  James  (2), 
was  born  July  14,  1822,  and  lived  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  in  his  native  town.  His  boyhood 
was  spent  in  the  manner  that  was  then  customary 
to  the  sons  of  the  general  farmer,  alternating  be- 
tween work  on  the  farm  in  season,  and  attendance 
at  the  neighborhood  school  during  the  winters.  He 
received  an  education  in  the  elementary  branches 
as  they  were  taught  in  those  days.  He  was  a close, 
careful  student,  and  attained  proficiency  in  his 
studies  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  pursue  them.  Be- 
fore he  had  reached  his  majority,  and  while  living 
at  home,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he 
did  not  follow,  however,  to  any  considerable  extent 
in  after  years.  He  came  to  Providence  when  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old  and  secured  employment 
in  the  lumber  yard  of  a Mr.  Budlong,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time.  While  here  so  retentive  was 
his  memory  and  so  accurate  his  knowledge  of  fig- 
ures that  it  was  his  custom  to  carry  in  his  mind 
the  record  of  the  day’s  sales  without  recourse  to 
pencil  or  paper.  He  next  worked  in  the  planing 
mill  of  a Mr.  Dean,  in  which  place  he  was  employed 
on  two  separate  occasions. 

In  about  1850  Mr.  Cornell  became  interested  in 
a retail  grocery  business,  which  he  purchased  of 
his  brother.  Mason  Cornell,  having  for  a partner 
Sylvester  Martin.  At  about  the  opening  of  the 
war,  the  wholesale  grocery  business  of  M.  S. 
Daniels  & Co.  was  formed,  the  firm  consisting 
then  of  M.  S.  Daniels,  James  Cornell  and  Sylves- 
ter G.  Martin.  A few  years  later  Mr.  Martin  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  it  then  becoming  Daniels  & 
Cornell,  and  this  was  the  firm  name  until  after 
the  death  of  Air.  Cornell,  when  it  was  changed  to 
the  present  name  of  Humphrey  & Cornell.  In  all 
his  long  and  honorable  business  career  of  nearly 
fifty  years,  Mr.  Cornell  held  strictly  to  the  single 
purpose  of  doing  only  one  thing  at  a time.  As  a 
result  he  was  never  interested  as  a director  or  other- 
wise in  any  other  institutions.  He  devoted  his  whole 
attention  and  energy  to  the  building  up  of  his  busi- 
‘ness.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but  took  no 
interest  in  public  affairs,  other  than  to  desire  to  see 
good  men  in  office  and  to  aid  as  much  as  lay  in  his 
power  in  that  direction.  He  was  a member  of  the 
old  Volunteer  Fire  Department  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Cornell  was  a most  careful  and  conservative 
business  man,  honest  in  all  his  dealings,  loyal  in 
his  friendship  and  practiced  in  his  everyday  life 
the  cardinal  virtues  of  exemplary  citizenship. 

On  June  22,  1845,  IMr.  James  Cornell  (3)  mar- 
ried Mercy  Ann  Potter,  born  Aug.  20,  1826.  She 
died  July  10,  1876,  and  he  passed  away  March  24, 
1899.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Laura  I.,  born 
Sept.  6,  1846,  married  Oct.  30,  1873,  William  R. 
Powers,  and  they  have  children — Ruth  Howard 
(born  in  October,  1874,  married  Stephen  Cushman) 


Roland  Cornell  (born  in  August,  1876,  married 
Nathalia  Street),  James  Cornell  (born  in  January, 
1878,  married  Elizabeth  Allen),  Herman  Walcott 
(born  in  December,  1878,  married  Fannie  Fuller), 
Leslie  Cornell  (born  in  April,  1881)  and  William 
Claire  (born  in  May,  1884).  (2)  Rosel.la,.  born 

Sept.  20,  1848,  married  March  17,  1875,  William  O. 
Blanding.  (3)  Lena  L.,  born  Sept.  19,  1855,  mar- 
ried Edgar  W.  Martin,  and  had  children — Laurence 
C.,  Wesley  C.  and  E.  Cornell.  (4)  Howard  P., 
born  Dec.  14,  1857,  married  April  29,  1886,  Annie 
Work. 

(IX)  William  Oscar  Cornell,  son  of  Stephen, 
was  born  in  Providence,  Feb.  8,  1836.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city,  his  first  business  experience  being  that  of 
bookkeeper  for  a commission  house.  Here  he  re- 
mained from  1863  to  1866,  and  in  the  latter  year 
he  established  a flour  and  oil  business  in  the  Old 
Vaughn  building  on  Custom  House  street,  the  busi- 
ness being  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  S. 
Cornell  & Co.,  his  father  being  associated  with  him. 
This  was  continued  until  1869  when  he  entered  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Cornells  & Mumford,  his  father  still  retaining 
an  interest,  the  store  being  located  on  Dyer  street, 
opposite  the  wharf  of  the  Providence,  Fall  River, 
Newport  Steamboat  Company.  Here  he  remained 
until  1884,  a period  of  fifteen  years,  during  which 
time  an  extensive  business  was  built  up  throughout 
southern  New  England,  their  kerosene  oil  business 
developing  to  such  an  extent  that  they  became  the 
largest  dealers  in  the  State.  From  1886  until  1891, 
Mr.  Cornell  was  a special  partner  in  the  firm  of  W. 
H.  Sawtelle  & Co.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  wholesale 
dealers  in  flour  and  salt,  the  business  being  a very 
successful  one.  In  1890  he  entered  into  a co-part- 
nership with  Messrs.  Frederick  W.  and  Frank  H. 
Andrews,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cornell  & An- 
drews, the  business  being  that  of  gold  and  silver 
refiners,  smelters  and  dealers  in  bullion,  their  works 
being  located  on  Calender,  Sabin  and  Mathewson 
streets,  Providence.  He  is  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  American  Seamless  W ire  Company, which 
was  organized  in  May,  1897,  the  works  being  lo- 
cated at  No.  144  Pine  street.  The  company  manu- 
facture principally  gold  seamless  wire.^  Mr.  Cor- 
nell is  president  of  the  Providence  Dyeing,  Bleach- 
ing & Calendering  Co.,  with  works  on  Valley  street, 
Providence,  his  father  having  been  identified  with 
this  concern  for  a period  of  sixty  years. 

Upon  Stephen  Cornell’s  retirement  from  the 
above  business,  William  Oscar  Cornell  was  elected 
a director,  and  in  January,  1901,  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  president.  The  business  was  established 
in  1814,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
bleacheries  of  the  State.  Mr.  Cornell  has  always 
been  very  much  interested  in  educational  matters, 
having  been  trustee  of  Tufts  College  of  Medford, 
Mass."”,  since  March  2,  1882.  He  established  a 
scholarship  term,  which  cares  for  a tuition,  and  Mr. 
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Cornell  has  been  careful  to  give  the  benefit  of  his 
scholarship  to  students  whose  means  are  limited, 
young  women  as  well  as  young  men.  In  June, 
1903,  the  college  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of 
A.  M.  upon  Mr.  Cornell.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  Westminster  Bank  for  twenty  years.  While 
always  refusing  to  accept  any  public  offices  or  to 
enter  the  political  field,  still  he  has  always  wielded 
a healthful  influence  in  the  city,  particularly  in 
that  section  around  Davis  Park,  where  he  resided 
for  over  thirty  years,  his  place  of  residence  now 
being  on  the  east  side  of  the  city.  He  is  a man 
of  liberal  beliefs  in  all  things,  kind  in  his  treatment 
of  all  people,  a man  who  has  greatly  benefited  the 
community  in  which  he  has  spent  his  useful  life. 

On  Feb.  19,  1871,  Mr.  William  Oscar  Cornell 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  A. 
Burr,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1841. 

(IX)  James  Mason  Cornell,  son  of  Mason 
and  Lydia  B.  (Arnold)  Cornell,  was  born  March 
16,  1843,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  also  attending  the  A.  G. 
Scholfield  school,  on  \\'estminster  street,  for  three 
years.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  left  school 
and  went  to  work  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  con- 
tinued with  his  father  until  some  time  during  the 
eighties,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  his 
father  having  in  a large  measure  retired  from  ac- 
tive care  of  it.  h'rom  1890  until  1895  Mr.  Cor- 
nell was  extensively  engaged  in  the  milk  business, 
keeping  at  one  time  eighty  milch  cows,  besides  oxen 
and  horses  in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  In  this 
he  produced  as  high  as  fifty  cans  of  milk  per  day. 
For  the  past  few  years  Mr.  Cornell  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  only  in  a small  way,  having  given 
to  his  son  a portion  of  his  farm.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics  hut  takes  no  active  interest  in  them,  other 
than  being  clerk  of  his  voting  district,  a position 
he  has  held  for  thirteen  years.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  the  James  W'ood  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Knightsville. 

Mr.  Cornell  married  (first)  i\Iary  Etta  Fisk, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Fisk,  of  Cranston,  and  one 
son  was  born  to  this  union : i\Iason,  who  married 
jSIabel  F.  Chambers.  iNIr.  Cornell’s  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Annie  E.  Gardiner,  of  South  Kings- 
town, daughter  of  Rowland  Gardiner,  and  three 
children  blessed  this  union:  James  M.,  Jr.,  William 
Oscar  and  Rowland  G. 

GLADDING.  (I)  John  Glading  (Gladding) 
is  of  record  at  Newbury,  Mass.,  in  1666,  as  marry- 
ing on  July  17th  of  that  year  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
and  their  children  of  record  in  Newbury  were : 
Susanna,  born  Oct.  6,  1668;  John,  Oct.  ii,  1670; 
William,  July  25,  1673  ; Elizabeth,  Sept.  15,  1676; 
Mary,  Jan.  14,  1679;  and  Hannah,  Nov.  8,  1681. 
Additional  children,  of  record  in  Bristol,  of  John 
Gladding  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were : Joshua, 
born  May  6,  1685  ; Daniel,  Nov.  8,  1687 ; and  Sarah, 
Nov.  20,  1691.  According  to  family  manuscripts 


Mr.  Gladding  died  April  27,  1726,  aged  eighty- 
four  years. 

(II)  John  Gladding  (2),  born  Oct.  ii,  1670, 
married  Oct.  31,  1692,  Alice,  born  Dec.  27,  1670, 
daughter  of  Uzal  Wardwell.  Their  children  were. 
Mary,  born  Nov.  30,  1693;  John,  Sept.  8,  1694; 
William,  Oct.  13,  1698;  Jonathan,  Jan.  5,  1700-01; 
Ebenezer,  Dec.  8,  1702;  Joseph,  Oct.  2,  1704;  Alice, 
March  24,  1705-06;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  13,  1706;  Na- 
thaniel, Dec.  16,  1709;  Sarah  (died  May  27,  1712, 
aged  eight  days)  ; and  Sarah  (2),  May  2,  1715. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  March  3,  1720. 

(III)  John  Gladding  (3),  born  Sei)t.  8,  1694, 
married  July  12,  1716,  Martha  Smith,  daughter  of 
Richard  Smith,  the  first  town  clerk  of  Bristol. 
The  children  of  John  Gladding  and  wife  were : 
John,  born  June  30,  1717;  Charles,  June  10,  1719; 
Daniel.  i\lay  20,  1721;  Martha,  April  10,  1723; 
George,  March  29,  1724-25 ; Samuel,  March  25, 
1728;  Phebe,  Aug.  21,  1730;  and  Mary,  Aug.  23, 
1732. 

(IV)  Samuel  Gladding,  son  of  John  and 
Martha  (Smith)  Gladding,  was  born  March  25, 
1728,  and  married  Sept.  7,  1751,  l\Irs.  Mary  Gibbs. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Samuel,  born  Oct. 
19,  1752;  Nathaniel,  April  28,  1754;  George,  April 
9,  1756;  Mary,  Sept.  2,  1758;  and  John,  June  23, 
1761. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Gladding,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary,  married  Aug.  9,  1777,  Phebe,  daughter  of 
Jose])h  Sherman,  born  Feb.  29,  1760,  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.  Their  children  were : Samuel,  born 
in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  May  31,  1778;  Elizabeth,  native 
of  that  place,  Jan.  8,  1780;  John,  of  Newport,  R. 
L,  Feb.  6,  1782;  Mary,  also  of  Newport,  May  16, 
1785;  Joseph  Sherman  of  Providence,  Dec.  ii, 
1787;  George  Gibbs,  also  of  that  city,  Sept.  25, 
1790;  Nathaniel,  of  Providence,  March  23,  1793; 
Samuel  (2),  of  Providence,  Sept.  3,  4796  (died 
Sept.  24,  same  year)  ; and  Samuel  (3),  April  25, 
1804  (died  jMarch  21,  1896). 

(VI)  Capt.  Nathaniel  Gladding  (2),  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Phebe  (Sherman)  Gladding,  was 
born  in  Providence,  iMarch  23,  1793.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  where, , 
after  he  had  reached  manhood,  with  his  brother 
Samuel  he  became  interested  in  the  shipping  busi- 
ness. They  finally  became  the  owners  of  three 
vessels,  the  “Smithfield,”  “Fabius”  and  “Rhoderic 
Dhu,”  which  were  engaged  in  the  African  trade, 
the  importation  of  ivory,  logwood  and  coffee. 
Capt.  Gladding  was  thus  engaged  for  many  years, 
with  such  a fair  degree  of  success  that  he  was 
enabled  to  establish  a grocery  business  at  Provi- 
dence, located  at  what  is  now  No.  222  Pine  street. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  of 
Masons,  Providence,  and  an  attendant  at  the  Bene- 
ficent Congregational  Church.  Whether  considered 
in  his  business,  social,  religious  or  family  relations, 
he  was  a highly  respected  resident  of  his  native 
city. 
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Nathaniel  Gladding  was  married  Jan.  16,  1827, 
to  Susan  Taylor,  born  July  ii,  1804,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  daylor.  Their  children 
were.  Nathaniel  d.^  born  Nov.  5>  1827;  Eleanora 
and  Leonora  (twins),  Feb.  2,  1830;  William  F., 
Aug.  22,  1832;  Josephine,  Sept.  18,  1834  (died  in 
infancy);  Josephine  (2),  Feb.  4,  1837  (married 
Shubel  Hutchins)  ; John  ddiomas,  April  3,  1839; 
Susan  laylor,  June  22,  1841  (married  Prof.  R.  I. 
Thurston);  Flisha  H.,  Aug.  14,  1843;  Charles  A., 
June  8,  1845;  Frank  Raymond,  iNIarch  ii,  1848; 
and  Phebe  S.,  Oct.  29,  1849  (married  Rev.  F.  S. 
Gould).  Nathaniel  Gladding,  the  father,  died  Jan. 
7,  1879;  his  wife  died  Feb.  9,  1874. 

(VT)  Samuel  Gladding,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Phebe  (Sherman)  Gladding,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence April  25,  1804.  He  married  (first)  Sarah 
Sweet  (daughter  of  Joseph  Sweet,  of  that  city), 
who  died  in  childbirth  in  September,  1831.  Their 
one  son,  Samuel,  also  died  in  the  month  named. 
In  1840  Hr.  Gladding  married  (second)  Sarah 
R^'g’.srles,  of  Hardwick.  Mass.,  and  three  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  namely:  (i)  Sarah  Rug- 
gles  Gladding,  born  Nov.  19,  1840,  married  Henry 
G.  Huntington,  of  Plartford,  Conn.  (2)  Franklin 
Ruggles  Gladding,  born  Dec.  2,  1842,  married 
(first)  a Mrs.  Ives  (nee  Ackley),  of  New  York, 
and  (second)  Georgianna  Dexter,  of  Woburn, 
Mass.  To  the  latter  marriage  one  daughter,  Alice 
Lasalle  Gladding,  was  born  Oct.  24,  1878.  (3) 

Charles  Frederick,  horn  March  11,  1844,  is  con- 
nected with  the  Phoenix  Life  Insurance  Company, 
of  Hartford,  Conn.  He  married  Emma  C.  Moore, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  their  children  are:  Helen 
Moore,  Fannie  (i)  and  I'annie  (2),  the  two  last 
named  both  dying  young.  Mrs.  Sarah  Ruggles 
Gladding  died  in  June,  1851.  Mr.  Gladding  mar- 
ried (third)  May  11,  1854,  Nancy  B.  Williams, 
daughter  of  Russell  and  Nancy  (Wdieeler)  Wil- 
liams, of  Mystic,  Conn.,  and  the  issue  of  this  union 
was  one  son,  John  Russell,  born  June  8,  1858. 
On  May  8,  1886,  John  Russell  Gladding  married 
Ellen  DeForest  Thurston,  daughter  of  Ijenjamin  F. 
Thurston,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Samuel  Gladding  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Providence,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  there 
in  the  grocery  business.  Later  he  became  interested 
in  the  African  trade  of  importing  gold,  ivory,  log- 
wood and  coffee.  His  partner  w'as  his  brother  Na- 
thaniel, and  the  two  became  proprietors  of  three 
vessels,  the  “Smithfield,”  “Fabius”  and  "Rhoderic 
Dhu.”  After  conducting  this  business  with  vary- 
ing fortune  for  some  years  he  retired  from  it,  and 
about  1854  removed  to  Moosup,  Conn.  There  he 
engaged,  with  his  brother  Joseph,  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton,  thus  continuing  until  1859,  when 
he  moved  to  Providence  and  became  a broker  in 
stocks  and  bonds.  He  conducted  this  business  until 
within  a few  years  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  21,  1896.  Mr.  Gladding  was  a member  of 
the  city  council  of  Providence,  serving  from  1845 


to  1848.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  Provi- 
dence Light  Infantry,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  its  oldest  living  member.  For  many  years  he 
was  a regular  attendant  of  the  iMathewson  Street 
(Unitarian)  Church,  but  in  later  life  was  identified 
with  the  First  Universalist  Church,  situated  at  the 
corner  of  Greene  and  Washington  streets.  He  was 
a man  not  only  universally  esteemed  for  his  sub- 
stantial and  estimable  qualities,  but  his  unfailing 
kindness  and  geniality  were  an  inspiration  and  a 
well-spring  of  good  cheer  to  all  those  wdio  were 
privileged  to  associate  with  him. 

(VII)  John  Russell  Gladding,  son  of 
Samuel  by  his  third  marriage,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, June  8,  1858.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city ; 
graduated  in  the  classical  course  of  the  high  school 
in  1877,  and  from  Brown  University  with  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B.  in  1881.  Since  that  year  he  has 
been  engaged  in  business,  for  the  past  ten  years 
in  connection  with  The  Mathieson  Alkali  Works, 
during  most  of  that  period  as  treasurer.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Hope,  University,  Agawam  Hunt 
and  Rumford  Polo  Clubs  and  the  Squantum  As- 
sociation. 

(VH)  Charles  A.  Gladding,  son  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Susan  (Taylor)  Gladding,  was  born  in 
the  old  homestead  at  No.  55  Chestnut  street. 
Providence,  June  8,  1845.  education  was 

acquired  in  the  old  Elm  street  grammar  school 
and  the  high  school  of  Providence,  only  one  year 
being  passed  in  the  latter  institution.  For  about 
six  months  he  was  employed  in  the  dry-goods  store 
of  George  F.  Gladding,  and  in  1863  entered  the 
drug  store  of  Earl  P.  Mason  & Co.,  on  Canal  street, 
where  he  remained  for  three  and  a half  years. 
The  following  three  years  he  passed  in  the  employ 
of  Corless,  Platt  & Metcalf,  druggists,  when,  in 
June,  1870,  he  founded  his  own  establishment  in 
that  line,  at  No.  397  Elmwood  avenue  (formerly 
No.  223  (Greenwich  street),  at  which  location  he 
has  since  continued.  With  the  exception  of  the 
first  year,  when  Sidney  Read  was  his  partner,  i\lr. 
Gladding  has  conducted  his  business  alone,  and  is, 
in  length  of  experience,  one  of  the  oldest  druggists 
in  Providence,  as  he  is  among  the  best  established 
and  most  prosperous.  He  is  a Republican,  but 
has  not  actively  participated  in  politics.  Frater- 
nally he  is  connected  with  Friendly  Union  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  with  Elmwood  Lodge,  K.  of  P. 
He  is  an  attendant  of  Elmwood  Temple  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

In  November,  1873,  Charles  A.  Gladding  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Louise  S.  Field,  born  June 
8,  1849,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Florinda  A. 
(Hopkins)  Field,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.  They  have 
one  son,  John  Thomas  Fisk  Gladding,  born  June 

I,  1875- 

The  maternal  ancestry  of  i\Irs.  Charles  A. 
Gladding,  as  it  has  been  traced  in  America,  is  as 
follows : 
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(I)  Thomas  Hopkins,  a son  of  Walliam,  was 
born  in  i6i6,  and  resided  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  in 
1640.  He  married  Elizabeth  Arnold,  and  was  one 
of  the  thirty-nine  who  signed  an  agreement  for  a 
form  of  town  government,  being  made  a freeman 
in  1656. 

(H)  Thomas  Hopkins  (2)  married  in  1678 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Smith;  was 
made  a freeman  of  Providence  Alay  i,  1672,  and 
died  April  21,  1718,  his  wife  dying  in  the  same 
year. 

(HI)  Thomas  Hopkins  (3)  lived  in  Scituate, 
R.  L,  married  Elizabeth,  and  died  there  in  1746, 
his  wife  passing  away  Feb.  i,  1751. 

(.IV)  Timothy  Hopkins,  born  July  25,  1725, 
married  Lillis  Hinds,  in  Summers. 

(V)  Timothy  Hopkins  (2),  born  in  August, 
1751,  died  Alarch  18,  1812.  The  Scituate  (R.  I.) 
records  show  that  on  March  7,  1781,  he  married 
Sarah  Carver,  born  April  25,  1762,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Hartwell)  Carver.  In  1775 
he  serv^ed  as  a sergeant  in  Captain  Stevens’  com- 
pany, Col.  Daniel  Hitchcock’s  regiment.  Army  of 
Observation. 

(VI)  Carver  Hopkins  was  born  Oct.  26,  1799, 
in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  married  Abby  K.  Alanciies- 
ter,  born  Aug.  6,  1805,  died  July  30,  1880.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Israel  M.,  born  May  13,  1824;  Florinda  A.,  born 
June  24,  1826,  who  died  Dec.  18,  1905,  the  widow 
of  John  A.  Field;  Sarah  C.,  widow-  of  Alden  P. 
Field,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Ix^rn  Oct.  23,  1828; 
Abby  E.,  widow"  of  Charles  T.  Place,  of  Daniel- 
son, Conn.,  born  April  25,  1831  ; Ann  Eliza,  resid- 
ing in  the  old  home  at  Burr  Moelle,  R.  I.,  born 
July  14,  1833;  Timothy  Earle,  born  Dec.  5,  1835; 
and  Lillis  P.,  born  Alay  14,  1838,  who  married  Dr. 
Lemuel  Hammond,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  died 
Feb.  4,  1897. 

i I 

RxALPH  R.  BARKER.  For  nearly  three  hun- 
dred years,  through  successive  generations  has 
there  appeared  prominently  in  the  records  and  an- 
nals of  Newport  the  name  of  Barker.  Always 
honored  and  respected,  it  has  become  more  generally 
known  during  the  past  generation  or  two,  while 
the  present  representative,  Ralph  R.  Barker,  is 
one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  that  city. 

(I)  James  Barker,  of  Harwich,  County  Essex, 
England,  sailed  from  Southampton  in  1634,  in  the 
ship  “Mary  and  John,”  but  died  on  the  passage. 
He  came  from  an  ancient  and  honored  family,  one 
of  historic  connection  there  in  England  and  in 
New  England,  a family,  too,  bearing  a coat  of  arms. 
He  was  descended  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
John  Barker,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hill,  the  first  Protestant  Lord  Alayor,  1549, 
his  descent  being  through  Edward  and  Rowland 
Barker,  to  the  latter  of  whom  w"as  granted  a coat 
of  arms  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1582. 
Thomas  Hill  was  a son  of  Humphrey  and  Agnes 


(Bird)  Hill,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  V 
(1413-1422),  at  Bunlingdale,  County  Salop  (other- 
wise Shropshire),  England.  The  residence  of  the 
Hills  in  Salop  is  traced  to  a period  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  I (1272-1307),  the  name  originally  be- 
ing Hull  or  De  la  Hull. 

(H)  James  Barker,  son  of  James,  sailed  with 
his  father  from  England  and  settled  permanently 
in  New  England,  probably  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
from  him  come  the  various  branches  of  the  Barker 
family  in  this  State.  ' 

(III)  William  Barker  (born  in  1662)  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ann  (Coggeshall) 
Easton.  They  had  children  born  as  follows : Ann, 
the  29th  of  the  eleventh  month,  1688 ; Elizabeth, 
the  24th  of  the  fifth  month,  1690;  James,  the  26th 
of  the  first  month,  1692;  Patience,  the  27th  of  the 
fourth  month,  1694;  Peter,  the  28th  of  the  first 
month,  1696;  Mary,  the  loth  of  the  first  month, 
1698;  William,  the  9th  of  the  fourth  month,  1700; 
Frances,  the  loth  of  the  third  month,  1702;  Wait, 
the  2d  of  the  sixth  month,  1705;  and  John  and 
Abigail,  twins,  the  loth  of  the  eleventh  month, 
1707.  William  Barker,  the  father,  became  a resi- 
dent of  Newport. 

(IV)  Peter  Barker,  born  28th  of  ist  mo.,  1696, 
was  also  a lifelong  resident  of  Newport.  On  Feb.  10, 
1724,  he  marriecl  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Giles  Slo- 
cum, and  children  were  born  to  them  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  Jan.  26,  1726;  Peter,  Feb.  2,  1728; 
William,  Alarch  24,  1731;  Giles,  June  24,  1733; 
Giles  (2),  May  3,  1735;  Matthew,  Jan.  31,  1737- 
38;  Joshua,  March  28,  1740  (deceased  July  16, 
1821);  Benjamin,  Sept.  7,  1742;  and  Abraham, 
Feb.  18,  1744. 

(V)  Peter  Barker,  born  Feb.  2,  1728,  married 
Nov.  8,  1752,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Adam  Lawton, 
and  they  resided  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  They  had 
ten  children,  viz.:  Peleg,  born  Nov.  21,  1753  5 
Matthew,  May  21,  1756;  Sarah,  Jan.  28,  1758; 
Banajab,  Feb.  16,  1760;  Hannah,  Jan.  26,  1762; 
Peter,  Alay  28,  1765;  Ruth,  July  7,  1767;  Rhoda, 
March  22,  1770;  Lawton,  April  5,  1772;  and  Wil- 
liam, June  10,  1774. 

(VI)  Matthew  Barker,  born  May  21,  1756, 
took  for  his  wife  Eunice,  the  daughter  of  James 
Peckham.  She  was  born  Dec.  23,  1761.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Middletown  town  records  their  children 
were:  Arnold,  born  March  14,  1780;  Giles,  Dec. 
20,  1781 ; Sarah,  Nov.  ii,  1783 ; Ruth,  Oct.  i,  1785 ; 
Peter,  June  5,  1787;  Mary,  May  2,  1789;  and  Jo- 
seph Peckham,  twin  to  Mary.  Mrs.  Eunice  (Peck- 
ham)  Barker  died  Oct.  14,  1792. 

(VH)  Judge  Peter  Barker  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  June  5,  1787,  and  died  there  March  23,  1875, 
having  spent  his  whole  life  in  his  native  town,  mainly 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  that  section,  and  for  several  years  served 
as  judge  of  Newport  county.  He  married  Keturah, 
daughter  of  George  and  Keturah  (Maxon)  Clarke, 
of  Westerly,  R.  I.  She  was  a lineal  descendant 
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from  John  Clarke,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Rhode 
Island  and  a prominent  factor  in  the  settlement  of 
Newport,  the  line  of  descent  being  through  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph,  Joseph  (2),  Joseph  (3),  Elisha 
and  George.  Mrs.  Barker  died  at  Newport,  Sept. 
5,  1864,  more  than  ten  years  before  her  husband’s 
demise.  Their  children  were : William  R.,  born 
Oct.  II,  1812;  Arnold  INI.,  Nov.  16,  1814;  Eliza- 
beth G.,  Feb.  15, -1817;  Edmund  D.,  April  14, 
1821  (a  prominent  citizen  of  Westerly,  where  he 
died  in  1906)  ; Joseph  P.,  April  21,  1823;  Phoebe, 
Feb.  21,  1825;  Paul  M.,  April  25,  1827;  Eunice 
Maria,  March  21,  1830;  and  George  Clarke,  May 
I7>  1833. 

(VIII)  George  Clarke  Barker,  born  May  17, 
1833,  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  Middletown,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  When  just  entering  his  teens  he  went  to 
Newport  to  become  a clerk  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
conducted  by  Newton  Brothers,  remaining  there 
till  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  then  became 
an  apprentice  under  the  late  Thomas  Coggeshall, 
his  brother-in-law,  a painter  by  trade,  who  is  also 
remembered  as  having  served  several  years  as  the 
Newport  postmaster.  At  the  end  of  three  years 
Mr.  Barker  became  one  of  the  firm  of  Lewis,  Law- 
ton  & Barker,  which  on  Feb.  15,  1855,  purchased 
Mr.  Coggeshall’s  business  and  not  only  continued 
his  work  in  general  painting,  but  became  dealers 
in  paints,  oils,  etc.  As  ]\Ir.  Lawton  withdrew  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year,  the  firm  made  its  reputation 
under  the  name  Lewis  & Barker.  This  partner- 
ship lasted  till  Mr.  Barker  bought  out  Mr.  Lewis 
in  1866,  after  which  he  conducted  the  business  alone 
for  some  time,  under  his  own  name.  But  in  Febru- 
ary, 1876,  when  his  son  reached  his  majority,  the 
firm  name  was  once  more  changed  and  the  business 
conducted  on  an  ever-increasing  scale  by  George 
C.  Barker  & Son.  So  capable  has  its  management 
been  that  its  volume  of  business  has  rapidly  and 
steadily  grown  till  the  concern  is  now  the  recog- 
nized leader  in  that  line  in  the  county.  Although 
the  elder  Mr.  Barker  is  now  deceased,  the  name 
remains  unchanged. 

In  August,  1855,  Mr.  Barker  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Chace,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Sarah  (Chace)  Chace,  of  Westerly,  R.  1.  Their 
happy  married  life  was  terminated  by  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Barker  on  Aug.  9,  1866,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren to  survive  her : Ralph  Randolph ; and  Maria 
Jackson,  who  married  Charles  P.  Austin,  formerly 
of  Westerly,  but  now  engaged  in  business  in  New- 
port, and  they  have  two  cliildren,  George  Barker 
and  Mary  Chace  Austin.  On  Dec.  10,  1867,  Mr. 
George  C.  Barker  was  married  (second)  to  Miss 
Sarah  Wilcox  Chace,  a sister  of  his  first  wife.  She 
survives  her  husband  and  still  makes  her  home  in 
Newport. 

Mr.  Barker’s  death  occurred  at  his  home  on 
Bull  street,  Nov.  21,  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one.  His  life  had  .been  a long  and  useful  one,  and 


he  bore  a reputation  as  a careful,  conservative  and 
capable  man  of  affairs  that  gained  him  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Personally, 
he  was  quiet  and  unassuming,  but  still  of  a social, 
genial  disposition,  that  won  him  many  strong 
friends.  While  he  had  no  desire  for  public  recogni- 
tion, he  was  yet  always  keenly  interested  in  public 
affairs  and  as  a good  citizen  was  willing  to  lend 
his  services  and  influence  to  promote  any  cause 
that  would  benefit  the  city.  A strong  Prohibition- 
ist, he  was  specially  active  in  matters  pertaining  to 
that  party’s  principles.  In  religion  a Baptist,  he 
was  for  more  than  fifty  years  an  active  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Central  Church,  served  a 
long  time  on  its  standing  committee  and  was  also 
a member  of  its  building  committee.  In  whatever 
field  he  worked,  his  influence  for  good  was  strongly 
felt  and  much  appreciated. 

(IX)  Ralph  R.\ndolph  Barker,  only  son  of 
the  late  George  C.  Barker,  was  born  in  Newport, 
Feb.  12,  1856,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old 
he  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  At  that 
age  he  entered  his  father’s  employ  and  began  to 
acquire  that  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of 
the  details  of  the  business  which  made  him  so  suc- 
cessful later  as  its  manager.  When  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  his  father  took  him  into  partner- 
ship, under  the  firm  name  of  George  C.  Barker  & 
Son,  and  their  close  association  was  broken  only 
by  the  death  of  the  elder.  In  respect  to  his  memory 
the  business  has  been  continued  under  the  name  of 
George  C.  Barker  & Son,  Ralph  R.  Barker  suc- 
cessor. Mr.  Barker  enjoys  a wide  patronage,  does 
an  extensive  general  contracting  business  in  paint- 
ing, decorating  and  paper-hanging,  and  is  both  a 
wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  paints,  oils,  varnishes, 
etc.,  besides  carrying  a full  and  well-selected  stock 
of  wall  papers  and  decorations. 

Mr.  Barker  has  long  been  prominently  identified 
with  many  diverse  interests  in  Newport.  Until 
the  disbanding  of  the  Business  Men’s  Association 
he  was  a member  of  that  body  and  served  several 
years  on  its  executive  committee.  He  is  a 
member  and  vice-president  of  the  Builders’ 
and  Merchants’  Exchange ; president  of  the 
Master  Painters’  Association  of  Newport; 
and  director  and  vice-president  of  the  New- 
port Realty  Company.  He  has  also  been  a di- 
rector of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  and  a trustee 
of  the  Island  Savings  Bank  of  Newport  for  several 
years.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Ocean  Lodge, 
No.  7,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen;  New- 
port Camp,  No.  7677,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America;  and  Newport  Tent,  No.  13,  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  He  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Miantonomi  Club,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Newport  Artillery  Company. 

Of  strong  literary  tastes  his  name  appears  on 
the  rolls  of  the  Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum, 
and  also  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  of 
which  latter  body  he  was  treasurer  at  the  time  their 
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present  building-  was  erected.  Still  another  cause 
which  received  his  careful  attention  is  the  New- 
port Association  for  the  Relief,  Control  and  Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis. 

In  his  religious  views  Air.  Barker  is  a Baptist 
and  a member  of  the  Central  Church  (now  the 
Second  Baptist),  where  like  his  father  he  has  been 
an  active  worker,  serving  as  treasurer  for  a period 
of  ten  3-ears.  He  is  also  a director  in  the  Young 
Alen’s  Christian  Association,  of  Newport,  and  has 
given  of  both  his  time  and  means  to  its  work.  In 
the  political  held  Air.  Barker  is  known  as  a stanch 
Republican,  and  has  given  his  party  loyal  support. 
A good  citizen,  he  has  served  Newport  most  capahl}- 
both  as  a member  of  the  common  council,  in  which 
he  sat  two  years,  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
of  which  he  was  a member  one  year.  During  that 
time  he  was  on  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
erection  of  the  handsome  new  City  Hall,  and  was 
also  chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  build- 
ing the  Coggeshall  school,  which  was  named  for 
his  uncle,  the  late  Thomas  Coggeshall.  In  1906, 
at  the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter 
granted  the  City  of  Newport,  Air.  Barker  was 
elected  a member  of  the  representative  council 
from  the  Third  ward  for  the  three  year  term. 

In  character  Air.  Barker  has  many  of  his  father’s 
traits,  for  he  is  capable,  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive, of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  he  is  held 
in  universally  high  esteem.  Cordial,  unostentatious 
and  a thorough  gentleman,  he  has  hosts  of  friends. 
A great  reader,  he  enjoys  both  an  extended  ac- 
quaintance with  standard  literature  and  a broad 
knowledge  of  current  events,  his  well-stocked  li- 
brary giving  suggestive  glimpses  of  his  tastes  and 
preferences.  Air.  Barker  is  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Association,  and  is  well  known  as 
a collector  of  coins,  and  as  such  has  had  in  his 
various  collections  some  of  the  ver}'^  rarest  and  most 
valuable  coins  of  the  various  countries. 

On  June  22,  1880,  Air.  Ralph  R.  Barker  and 
Aliss  Alinerva  Stone  were  joined  in  matrimony. 
Aliss  Stone  was  a resident  of  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Jason  P.  and  Sarah  Wicks  Stone. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children, 
viz.:  Ralph  R.,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  23,  1883,  who  was 
first  a pupil  in  the  Newport  schools,  then  was 
graduated  from  the  Commercial  College  of  New- 
port and  is  now  associated  with  his  father ; Alabel 
Chace,  who  died  aged  ten  years ; and  Laura  Stone, 
born  Aug.  10,  1894.  As  a citizen  Air.  Barker  is 
ever  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his  native  city, 
and  every  good  movement  which  has  for  its  end 
the  betterment  and  advancement  of  the  community, 
both  materially  and  morally,  finds  in  him  a stanch 
advocate  and  supporter.  He  is  charitable  and 
benevolent  in  his  make-up,  and  in  him  the  less  for- 
tunate and  needy  find  a generous  friend,  although 
his  charities  are  tendered  with  a modest  and  un- 
ostentatious hand.  Air.  Barker  is  a worthy  son  of 
a worthy  sire,  and  in  his  business  relations  with 


his  fellowmen  is  courteous  and  straightforward. 
Deception  of  his  customers  is  never  allowed,  and 
his  methods  have  been  such  as  to  make  his  com- 
mercial character  a standard,  and  as  a result  he 
holds  the  confidence  of  his  many  patrons. 

LEWIS  THOAIPSON  FISHER  has  played 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  business  and  offi- 
cial circles  in  Bristol  county.  The  Fisher  family 
kept  a tavern  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  during  the 
Revolution,  and  there  entertained  General  Rocham- 
beau  and  maity  of  his  soldiers  and  officers. 

Jonathan  and  Betty  Fisher,  of  Cumberland, 
were  the  great-grandparents  of  Lewis  Thompson. 
They  had  the  following  children : Betty,  born  Oct. 
27,  1751;  Jonathan,  Jan.  13,  1753;  Experience, 
Alay  9,  1754;  Beriah,  June  12,  1756;  Esther,  Aug. 

3,  1758;  Huldeth,  Alarch  8,  1760;  Cornelius,  Oct. 

4,  1761;  Darius,  Alay  27,  1764;  Susannah,  April 

4.  1766;  Christopher;  and  Aaron,  Aug.  27, 

1768. 

Christopher  Fisher,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Betty, 
born  Aug.  7,  1767,  married,  Nov.  ii,  1793,  Rachel 
Johnson,  born  Jan.  27,  1770,  daughter  of  John 
Johnson,  of  Newport.  Their  children  of  Cumber- 
land town  record,  were : John  Johnson,  born  Aug. 
17,  1794;  and  Sally  Johnson  and  Susannah,  born 
A/Iay  II,  1797.  Christopher  Fisher  died  Alay  4, 
1858,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Jan.  18,  1859. 

John  Johnson  Fisher,  son  of  Christopher  and 
Rachel,  born  Aug.  17,  1794,  died  Feb.  7,  1876.  He 
was  a wood  worker  b}-  occupation,  working  in  the 
mills  of  Rhode  Island,  although  earlier  in  life  he 
had  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  He 
married  Dora  Ann  Alumler,  probably  of  Spanish 
descent,  and  they  had  four  children : Esther  Ann, 
who  married  William  Blanchard ; Lewis  Thomp- 
son; Susan  AI.,  who  went  to  Iowa  in  the  latter  fif- 
ties and  there  married  a Air.  Kinnicott ; and  John  H. 

Lewis  Thompson  Fisher,  son  of  John  Johnson, 
was  born  in  Norton,  Bristol  county,  Alass.,  Nov. 
22,  1831.  He  received  his  education  in  the  Water- 
town  and  Aledway,  Alass.,  schools,  and  completed 
it  at  an  early  age.  He  first  learned  the 
trade  of  spindle  making  in  Providence,  whither  his 
father  had  removed,  and  afterward  went  to  work 
in  a machine  shop,  in  which  he  learned  the  trade, 
remaining  there  ten  years.  He  then  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  for  five  or  six  months,  and  during 
this  time  married  Alary  Jane  Drown,  and  with  his 
father’s  famil}^  went  to  the  then  new  State  of  Iowa, 
settling  upon  a new  farm.  Finding  the  carrying  on 
of  a new  farm  in  a new  country  without  money  too 
difficult,  after  a residence  of  four  and  one-half 
3-ears,  Air.  Fisher  returned  in  1863,  to  Barrington. 
From  1863  to  1868  he  was  employed  in  a machine 
shop  in  Providence,  and  from  1868  to  1884  was 
superintendent  of  the  Alechanics’  Alachine  Com- 
pany, in  Warren.  In  1884  he  began  the  business  of 
contracting  and  building  which  he  has  followed  to 
the  present  time,  his  first  building  being  that  of 
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Irving  Smith,  of  Rumstick.  • During  the  time  of  his 
contracting  Mr.  Fisher  built  many  residences  and 
public  buildings  in  Bristol  county,  the  principal 
ones  being : The  two  new  school  houses  in  Bar- 
rington ; the  town  hall  in  \\’arren ; the  Howard  S. 
Clark  residence  of  Bristol;  the  Joshua  Wilber,  the 
Mrs.  Payson,  the  Mr.  Thurber  and  the  Mr.  Lane 
residences.  He  also  finished  the  town  hall  of  Bar- 
rington. During  the  last  twenty  years  Mr.  Fisher 
has  been  one  of  the  principal  contractors,  employ- 
ing from  six  to  twenty-two  men  during  the  active 
building  season. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  elected  sheriff  of  Bristol  county 
for  nine  successive  years  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Assembly  from  Barring- 
ton for  the  years  1865,  1866  and  1867;  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  district  when  the  schools 
were  run  on  the  district  system,  for  twenty-one  years 
consecutively ; has  been  assessor  of  taxes  for  his 
town ; and  was  the  United  States  census  enumerator 
for  Barrington  in  1880.  He  is  a director  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Warren. 

On  March  23,  1852,  Mr.  Fisher  was  married  to 
Mary  Jane  Drown,  daughter  of  Alfred  Drown,  of 
Barrington,  and  the  children  of  this  union  were: 
(i)  Eliza  A.,  born  iMay  26,  1853,  died  Dec.  15, 
1879.  (2)  Nellie  Louise,  born  Aug.  28,  1855,  died 

Oct.  24,  i860.  (3)  Lewis  G.,  born  Feb.  18,  1863, 

married  in  June,  1884,  Jennie  Brown,  and  has  two 
children,  Lewis  G.,  Jr.,  and  Norma  Lupton.  They 
live  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed  for 
five  years  with  the  Great  Lakes  & St.  Lawrence 
Transportation  Company,  and  is  now  connected 
with  the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company. 
(4)  Christopher  Edmund,  born  July  18,  1864,  died 
March  25,  1888. 

BERNARD  JOHN  BENSON,  deceased.  To 
all  those  who  “sail  the  high  seas  in  ships”  the 
knowledge  that  the  vessel  is  manned  by  competent 
and  trustworthy,  seamen  is  a source  of  great  com- 
fort, and  no  class  of  quasi-public  servants  deserves 
greater  credit  for  faithful  performance  of  duty. 
The  gentleman  whose  honored  name  initiates  this 
review  was  for  many  years  prior  to  his  demise  chief 
engineer  of  the  steamer  “Plymouth,”  and  as  such 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  and  well-known  steam- 
boatmen  on  Long  Island  sound. 

Of  Swedish  descent,  Mr.  Benson  came  of  a 
seafaring  family,  his  father,  John  Andrew  Benson, 
having  passed  his  earlier  life  on  the  sea  as  a quar- 
termaster. He  was  for  many  years  preceding  his 
death  one  of  the  best-known  pilots  plying  the  waters 
of  Long  Island  sound.  He  was  a man  of  many  ex- 
cellent traits  of  character,  a consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  reared  a family  of 
sons  and  daughters  who  have  always  occupied  hon- 
orable positions  in  their  different  communities.  ]\lr. 
Benson  married  an  English  lady,  Catherine  Evans, 
of  Gloucester,  England,  who  died  in  the  year  1869, 
in  Groton,  Conn.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  fol- 


lowing children:  Mary,  the  eldest,  married  Alex- 
ander Comstock,  and  lived  at  Groton  and  Norwich, 
Conn.,  dying  at  the  latter  place  in  1901.  Bernard 
J.  forms  the  subject  of  this  review.  Bertha  mar- 
ried George  Gates,  and  is  now  a widow,  residing  in 
Texas.  (Jora,  who  became  IMrs.  David  Smith,  and  re- 
sided in  New  York  City,  is  now  deceased.  Robert, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  died  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
in  1880,  aged  twenty  years. 

Bernard  J.  Benson  was  born  April  8,  1848,  in 
Groton,  Conn.,  in  which  place  he  passed  his  school- 
boy days,  securing  a fair  common  school  education. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  began  the  study  of 
telegraphy,  but  his  inherited  love  of  Old  Neptune’s 
domain  drew  him  from  this  humdrum  existence  to 
a life  on  the  sea,  and  he  left  his  employment  in  New 
London,  Conn.,  to  embark  on  an  eighteen-months’ 
whaling  voyage  to  the  north.  After  returning  from 
his  second  whaling  voyage  of  a like  period  he 
accompanied  his  father  on  a voyage  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea.  Shortly  after  his  return  from  the  lat- 
ter voyage  he  shipped  on  a coastwise  vessel,  and 
was  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans  when  that  city  was 
surrendered  to  the  Union  forces  during  the  Civil 
war.  ' 

At  about  this  period  of  life,  Mr.  Benson  first 
became  connected  with  the  company  which  he  served 
for  some  thirty-five  years,  the  Narragansett  Steam- 
ship Company,  running  a line  of  boats  between 
Fall  River  and  New  York  City.  He  became  a fire- 
man on  the  steamer  “Bristol,”  remaining  on  that 
boat  continuously  until  her  unfortunate  burning  in 
December,  1888.  Faithful  and  efficient  service 
brought  him  promotion  as  the  years  passed,  and 
after  the  burning  of  the  “Bristol”  he  was  made 
chief  engineer  of  the  steamer  “Plymouth,”  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  on  that  vessel  until  failing  health 
made  his  retirement  necessary,  on  Jan.  i,  1900.  On 
May  26,  1900,  Bernard  J.  Benson  made  his  last 
voyage,  ])assing  the  river  across  whose  waters  none 
ever  return. 

iMr.  Benson’s  "death  was  mourned  by  a very 
large  circle  of  friends  who  in  life  had  been  drawn 
to  him  by  the  sterling  qualities  which  friendship 
demands.  He  was  of  a retiring  disposition,  quiet 
and  unassuming  in  demeanor,  and  intensely  fond 
of  his  family  and  home.  He  attended  the  Central 
Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  gave  his  liberal  sup- 
port, and  in  political  faith  ffivored  the  policies  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  social  life  he  fraternized 
with  the  Masons,  having  been  a member  of  St. 
Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14;  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2, 
R.  A.  M.,  DeBlois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M.; 
and  of  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Newport. 

The  married  life  of  Mr.  Benson  was  a singularly 
happy  one,  beginning  March  31,  1873,  when  he  was 
joined  to  IMiss  Harriet  Ward  Sherman,  daughter  of 
the  late  Col.  Augustus  P.  and  Sarah  (Waite) 
Sherman,  who  survives  to  mourn  his  loss.  (A 
record  of  the  Sherman  family  appears  elsewhere  in 
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this  work).  To  iMr.  and  ]Mrs.  Benson  were  born 
four  children,  as  follows:  (i)  Augustus  Sherman, 
born  Sept.  21,  1875,  in  Newport,  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Perry  Howard,  and  to  this  union  were 
born,  John  Howard  and  Bernard  Evans  Benson, 
twin  boys,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
Augustus  S.  Benson  is  a trusted  clerk  in  charge  of 
the  cigar  department  of  the  Newport  branch  store 
of  Acker,  Merrall  & Condit  Company.  (2)  Evans 
Waite,  born  Feb.  2,  1879,  Aug.  6,  1882.  (3) 

Robert  Perry,  born  April  4,  1882,  died  June  8, 
1902.  (4)  John  Everett  Benson,  born  March  i, 

1885,  is  at  present  a drafting  engineer  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Old  Colony  Steamboat  Company,  at 
Newport. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Benson  Newport  lost  one 
of  its  representative  and  honored  citizens,  and  his 
family  a devoted  husband  and  affectionate  and  in- 
dulgent father. 

REV.  JOHN  CORNELL,  iM.  A.,  who  now 
makes  his  summer  home  in  Portsmouth,  is  a de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Cornell,  the  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  America,  where  he  finally  settled  on 
the  same  farm  now  occupied  by  Rev.  John  Cor- 
nell. 

(I)  Thomas  Cornell  was  born  in  County  Es- 
sex, England,  about  1595,  and  there  married  Re- 
becca Briggs,  sister  of  John  Briggs.  She  was  born 
about  1600,  and  died  Feb.  8,  1673.  Thomas  Cornell 
brought  his  wife  and  children  to  the  New  W orld 
about  1638,  and  located  first  in  Boston,  where  he 
made  his  home  on  what  is  now  W ashington  street, 
between  Summer  and  Milk  streets.  Later  he  moved 
to  Rhode  Island,  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Ports- 
mouth Aug.  6,  1640,  and  about  1646  he  settled  on 
the  present  Cornell  farm.  He  died  about  1655,  in 
Portsmouth,  the  father  of  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. A complete  record  of  his  life  and  his  pos- 
terity may  be  found  in  the  genealogical  history  of 
the  family  published  in  1902  hy  Rev.  John  Cor- 
nell. 

(H)  Richard  Cornell,  the  second  son  and  fifth 
child  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  England  about  1625. 
Some  time  before  1656  he  moved  to  Flushing,  L. 
I.,  becoming  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land  in 
various  parts  of  the  island.  His  death  occurred 
about  1694.  By  his  wife  Elizabeth  he  had  five 
sons  and  three  daughters. 

(HI)  William  Cornell,  second  son  of  Richard, 
was  born  about  1667  on  Long  Island,  and  there 
married.  His  first  wife  was  probably  Elizabeth 
Smith.  His  second  union  was  with  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Creed,  and  widow  of  Thomas  W'hite- 
head,  to  whom  he  was  married  April  8,  1735,  in 
St.  George’s  Church,  Hempstead,  L.  I.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  and  none  to 
the  second.  Like  his  father  William  Cornell  be- 
came a large  landowner  and  left  a handsome  estate. 
He  died  in  1743. 

(IV)  John  Cornell,  the  second  son,  was  born 


about  1700,  and  died  in  1773.  His  first  wife,  Abi- 
gail W’hitehead,  supposed  to  be  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Creed)  Whitehead,  died  April 
20,  1762,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  was  buried 
m Rockaway  cemetery.  For  his  second  wife  John 
Cornell  married  on  June  6,  1766,  Patience  Oakley, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Skidmore.  A 
firm  adherent  of  the  Church  of  England,  he  was 
a petitioner  for  a charter  for  St.  George’s  Church 
at  Hempstead.  His  nine  children  were  all  by  the 
first  marriage. 

(V)  Whitehead  Cornell  was  born  March  12, 
1731,  at  Hempstead,  and  was  baptized  July  19, 
1731,  at  St.  George’s  Church.  About  1755  he  moved 
to  Brooklyn,  and  engaged  in  business.  Twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  was  Margaret,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Sebring;  she  was  born  April  14,  1731,-  and  died 
June  17,  1797.  For  his  second  wife  Whitehead 
Cornell  chose  Mrs.  Phoebe  Thorn,  a widow,  sup- 
posedly the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah 
(Morvin)  Rowland.  She  survived  her  husband  and 
died  Sept.  25,  1829,  in  New  York  City,  being  buried 
in  St.  Ann’s  church  yard.  Mr,  Cornell  was  very 
active  in  church  work  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  trustees  of  St.  Ann’s.  His  death  occurred 
Feb.  5,  1810,  and  he  was  first  buried  in  St.  Ann’s 
church  yard,  but  later  his  remains  were  removed 
to  the  family  vault  in  Greenwood.  There  were 
three  children  by  the  first  marriage  as  follows : 
John,  born  May  6,  1753;  William,  born  about  1755; 
and  Isaac. 

(VI)  John  Cornell,  oldest  son  of  Whitehead 
Cornell,  was  baptized  Dec.  23,  1753,  at  Hempstead, 
and  died  in  Brooklyn,  Jan.  21,  1820.  He  was  a • 
large  landowner,  and  also  spent  much  of  his  time 
in  church  affairs,  being  one  of  the  first  vestrymen 
of  St.  Ann’s.  In  1787  he  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Brooklyn,  and 
was  four  times  a delegate  to  the  diocesan  conven- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 

a personal  friend  of  Bishop  Henshaw.  Mr.  Cor- 
nell was  married  in  Brooklyn  to  Sarah  (Cortelyou) 
Conradi,  widow  of  Charles  Conradi,  whose  demise 
occurred  June  4,  1786.  Mrs.  Cornell  was  born 
May  13,  1767,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1858,  having  borne 
her  husband  fourteen  children. 

(VH)  Isaac  R.  Cornell  was  born  Sept.  17, 
1805.  At  an  early  age  he  left  home  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  becoming  a clerk  in  New 
York  with  the  firm  of  Hinton  & Moore,  dealers 
in  paints  and  oils.  In  1822,  however,  when  the 
epidemic  of  cholera  broke  out  in  the  city,  he  went 
to  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  and  took  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  wholesale  drug  store  of  Jonathan  Acker- 
man. Later  the  firm  became  Ackerman  & Cornell, 
and  so  continued  until  1832,  when  Mr.  Cornell 
returned  to  New  York,  and  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale drug  business  there  at  No.  141  Maiden  Lane, 
the  firm  name  being  Robinson  & Cornell.  A few 
years  afterward  with  his  brothers,  Whitehead, 
Peter  and  Samuel,  he  formed  the  Union  White 
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Lead  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  with  offices  at  No. 
■ 175  Front  street.  New  York,  and  was  connected 
with  that  company  until  he  retired  from  business 
in  1843. 

After  he  gave  up  active  business  Mr.  Cornell 
bought  a farm  in  Weston,  N.  J.,  near  Summer- 
ville, beautifully  located  upon  the  Alillstone  river. 
There  he  built  a grist  and  sawmill,  with  wheel- 
wright and  blacksmith  shops,  and,  renting  them, 
gradually  established  quite  a settlement  about  the 
place.  He  spent  much  money  in  beautifying  the 
estate,  and  for  over  twenty  years  he  and  his  wife 
dispensed  there  a generous  hospitality.  But  at  last 
he  sold  the  property  for  $50,000,  and  in  i\Iay,  1864, 
returned  to  New  York,  where  he  and  his  son-in- 
law,  Theodore  T.  i\Ioran,  built  a home  together 
at  No.  4 West  Fifty-third  street.  i\Ir.  Cornell’s 
death  occurred  at  this  home  Jan.  17,  1896,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  ninety-one  years,  and  he  was  buried 
in  Greenwood  cemetery.  All  of  his  life  he  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  aild 
in  New  York  was  for  many  years  a vestryman  of 
Christ  Church. 

i\Ir.  Cornell  was  married  in  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  ^larch  15,  1831,  to  Miss  Mary  Duyckinck, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Bishop  Cross. 
Mrs.  Cornell  was  born  Feb.  15,  1814,  daughter  of 
Richard  Bancker  and  Elizabeth  Mary  (Donnan) 
Duyckinck.  She  survived  her  husband  and  passed 
away  jNlay  3,  1899,  while  residing  on  i\ladison 
avenue.  New  York.  To  her  and  her  husband  were 
born  two  children : Sarah  D.uyckinck,  Aug.  6, 
1836,  in  New  York  City,  who  married  Sept.  17, 
1857,  Theodore  Thomas  iMoran,  and  died  March 
26,  1889;  and  John. 

(VHl)  Rev.  John  Cornell,  son  of  Isaac  R., 
was  born  June  ii,  1839,  and  was  baptized  at  St. 
Thomas  Church,  New  York,  Sept.  29,  1839.  He 
was  educated  in  Mr.  Churchill’s  Alilitary  Academy 
at  Sing  Sing,  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1859.  Entering  Princeton  he  was  given  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Arts  in  1862.  The  next  year 
Mr.  Cornell  devoted  to  civil  engineering,  but  soon 
decided  to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry  instead, 
and  so  entered  the  theological  seminary.  Gradu- 
ating with  the  class  of  1863,  he  was  that  year  or- 
dained deacon  by  Bishop  Odenheimer,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  presbyter  in  1864  by  Bishop  Potter,  of 
New  York.  During  the  years  1863-64  he  was  as- 
sistant in  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  at  Rhinebeck, 
and  from  that  time  until  1867  was  rector  of  St. 
Thomas’  Church,  at  Ravenswood,  N.  J.  In  1867 


he  resigned  his  charge  and  going  abroad  traveled 
extensively.  Among  the  countries  visited  were  in- 
cluded Greece,  Turkey  and  the  Holy  Land. 

In  1868  Rev.  Air.  Cornell  returned  to  America 
and  took  up  missionary  work  in  the  West.  Pie  was 
at  first  stationed  in  Laramie,  Wyoming,  under 
Bishop  Randall,  and  when  St.  Alatthew’s  Church 
was  organized  he  was  elected  rector.  Later  he 
was  sent  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  and  to  Hamilton, 
Nev.,  while  in  1871,  he  was  made  rector  of  Trinity 
Church,  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  but  after  remaining 
there  a year  he  accepted  a position  as  missionary 
at  large  in  Northern  California,  where  he  resided 
successively  in  Marysville,  Wheatland,  and  Yreka. 
After  about  four  years  in  this  work  while  on  a visit 
to  his  parents  in  New  York,  Air.  Cornell  was  in- 
duced by  a friend.  Rev.  William  A.  AlcVickar, 
D.  D.,  to  take  the  latter's  place  temporarily  at  Nice, 
France,  and  at  once  departed  to  the  scene  of  his 
new  labors.  Dr.  AlcVickar  received  a call  to  Christ 
Church,  New  York,  and  as  he  accepted.  Rev.  Air. 
Cornell  was  unanimously  elected  to  his  place  in 
Nice,  and  ministered  to  the  Church  there  for  eigh-' 
teen  years. 

In  1894  the  Rev.  Air.  Cornell  returned  to  his 
native  land.  During  his  forty  years  of  pastoral 
work  he  has  been  instrumental  in  building  six  places 
of  worship.  Since  returning  to  America  he  has 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  literary  work  and  has 
contributed  to  both  religious  and  secular  journals. 
He  has  also  sjoent  much  time  and  money  in  com- 
piling a genealogical  history  of  the  Cornell  family, 
a volume  of  over  500  pages,  published  in  1902. 
In  1895  Air.  Cornell  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  pur- 
chasing the  old  homestead  in  Portsmouth,  which 
originally  belonged  to  the  first  Thomas  Cornell, 
and  there  he  has  built  a fine  home,  modelled  after 
the  original  house,  which  had  been  destroyed  by 
fire  some  years  before.  He  has  done  much  to 
beautify  the  grounds  and  has  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive places  in  Rhode  Island.  He  resides  in  it 
only  a portion  of  the  year,  as  his  winters  are  spent 
in  New  A^ork  City,  where  he  is  canon  missioner  in 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine. 

On  July  31,  1878,  the  Rev.  John  Cornell  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Friarn  Barnet,  near  London, 
England,  to  Margaret  Katerina  (Osterberg)  Robin- 
son, a native  of  Stockholm  and  the  widow  of  Jo- 
seph Parkinson  Robinson,  of  Dewsbury,  England. 
He  has  no  children.  Rev.  Air.  Cornell  is  a member 
of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Society. 
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